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T H E  PURPOSE O F “T H E  W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which 

watchmen could observe happenings, w arn of danger, or announce good 
news. O ur magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s W ord. That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from  
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc­
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases. — Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted 
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, w ar, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it 
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The W atchtow er” stands as a watchman atop a tow er, 
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out 
the w ay of escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint>heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based 
on God’s W ord. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention 
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself how  
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. 
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible 
truth, and views religious news generally.

‘Be watchful in these perilous times,’ God admonishes. So keep on the 
w atch by regularly reading “The W atchtow er”.
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THE MENTAL

LAZINESS works untiringly because it 
is easy for it to work—in the mind! 

Just let thinking take a holiday, and it 
may take a permanent vacation. Just ex­
change reasoning and logic for emotional­
ism and sensual thrills and the mind is 
imperiled with an ominous threat: that 
of a mental breakdown.

“Danger, Emotion at Work” is a sign 
that could well be posted at every news­
stand, for any careful appraisal of what 
is for sale graphically illustrates why a 
breakdown of the public mind is manifest­
ing itself today. Look over the glamorous 
array of magazines. Are the majority 
thought-provoking? Do they call for sober 
thinking? Sales are stimulated by voluptu­
ously uncovered “cover girls” . Magazines 
and newspapers sell better if they are of 
the “ quick” kind and contain, for the 
most part, pictures. Pulp magazines grind 
out issue after issue of sordid immoral 
life; fornication and sexual lusts subtly 
normalized! Do the pocket-size books 
that purvey sex, sadism, murder, vice, 
passion and crime, and which sell by the 
millions of copies, require real thinking? 
No, it is emotion that is at work, sweeping 
the reader along with jetlike propulsion 
and wedging an opening in the mental 
window frame for laziness of thinking to 
climb in. The public tends to demand 
Action; even these “dream world” novels 
must be of a comparatively light nature. 
Works by Shakespeare, Browning, Victor

BREAKDOWN
Hugo and Alexandre Dumas are losing 
appeal, for their writing requires the use 
of a dictionary!

The public mind today avoids a diction­
ary like a bad lobster in a dark cellar. 
Reading, like traveling, can acquaint one 
with entirely new vocabularies. Yet the 
mass reading of today with its strong emo­
tional impact anesthetizes thinking so the 
reader believes he does not need to look up 
a word in the dictionary. Some people, re­
gardless of what they are reading, will 
never go to the dictionary. Dictiqpary- 
phobia is part of the mental breakdown.

Mental laziness is perceived in the lan­
guage of the “man on the street”—riddled 
with vulgarism and slang. The trend is 
for the mass public mind to distrust and 
dislike material involving an intellectual 
structure which must be built up through 
reasoning. At San Francisco recently, 
Governor Stevenson spoke: “ I don’t be­
lieve, as some say, that I’ve talked over 
anyone’s head either. I don’t believe I could 
if I tried.” This criticism of the presidential 
candidate’s style of speaking: is it really 
a condemnation of Stevenson or of the 
public mind? A letter that Stevenson re­
ceived from a lady aptly answers the ques­
tion: “ I do not believe you talk above our 
heads. I am easily swayed by emotion, until 
I think, which I sometimes do.”  The public 
mind thinks “ sometimes” , but thinking 
“sometimes” is not sufficient for self­
protection and self-realization. Thus, even
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in the matter of political opinion, prefer­
ence for a candidate is determined only 
to a small extent by logical thinking based 
upon knowledge of social conditions and 
of the actual policies of the parties.

Draft rejection figures spotlight the 
mental breakdown. About one in every 
six is turned down for “ mental” reasons. 
Yet schools and colleges are plentiful. 
Could it be that the mental breakdown 
has its inception at an early age? Youths 
are frequently seen at newsstands with 
handfuls of comic books and teen-agers 
stroll out of drugstores with a good supply 
of “Who did its?” generously spiced with 
lascivious living. Thus mental laziness 
stalks youth; minds become impervious 
to thought-provoking material.

Another insidious facet in the mental 
breakdown picture is the craze for TV. 
Does TV entail thinking? Does it even 
stimulate thinking? No! Why, adults and 
children who wish to improve their mind 
in a TV home are sometimes forced to 
leave the house for a private place to study. 
Concentration is difficult with TV. Com­
plained one announcer: “The number of 
commercials is driving even me batty.” 
The TV industry itself, subjecting its adults 
to stultifying time-killers, seems to assume 
the public has moron mentality. Mature 
minds viewing the present trend in TV, 
in journalism, in the radio, in motion pic­
tures, in magazines, in best-selling books, 
in mass response to emotionalized propa­
ganda, and in public aversion to diction­
aries, wonder: Has Uncle Sam grown into 
a perpetually adolescent man—with a 
comic book always in his grasp? If so, he 
is not so much a man as a boy who has 
outgrown his breeches.

Some may contend, however, that there 
is good in TV blood-chillers, pocket-size 
“Who did its?” with their accent on sex 
and violence. Good, because it enables a 
person to get the evil intentions out
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of his system “vicariously” . But if one can 
eradicate evil tendencies by reading such 
abjectly perverse material, and then go 
out and do good, could not the opposite 
hold true? Read the Bible, get the good 
out of you, and then go out and do evil! 
No, such reasoning is specious, for what 
the mind is filled with determines the type 
of actions that ensue on the part of adults 
and children alike. Children naturally are 
more susceptible to the mental breakdown. 
Can a child who sees corpses strewn about 
like popcorn at a circus—via TV programs, 
movies, comic books, etc.—understand 
that it is just “vicarious” for him? Hardly! 
In Brooklyn one six-year-old son of a 
policeman asked his father for real bullets 
because his little sister “doesn’t die for 
real when I shoot her like they do when 
Hopalong Cassidy kills ’em” .

The mental breakdown thus inexorably 
marches on alongside its sinister twin, the 
moral breakdown, both of which were fore­
told for these last days by the Bible. 
(2 Tim. 3:1-5) Christians must be diligent 
to guard against the encroachments of 
emotion and laziness, which work so easily 
in the mind. God’s own Word says: “Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith Jeho­
vah.” (Isa. 1:18, AS Such reasoning 
means to study his Word, to ascertain 
God’s will, and then to exercise the mind 
continually in good works. The mental 
breakdowh must be avoided by Christians. 
Paul’s advice to them is fitting today: 
“Whatever things are true, whatever 
things are of serious concern, whatever 
things are righteous, whatever things are 
chaste, whatever things are lovable, what­
ever things are well spoken of, whatever 
virtue there is and whatever praiseworthy 
thing there is, continue considering these 
things.” (Phil. 4:8, NW No one will re­
ceive the gift of everlasting life in the 
new world who does not use his mind now 
to the glory of its Creator, Jehovah.
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C o p i e d

(Patterns
^ M a r r i a g e

3 )

we
think of 

marriage it is fit­
ting to think of 
Jehovah. He is 
the Author o f 
marriage. He ar­
ranged for the first marriage. In Eden God 
saw that it was not good for the man to 
be alone, that he needed a helper as a 
complement to him: “And Yahweh God 
said, It is not good that the man should 
remain alone, I will make for him a helper 
as his counterpart.” Jehovah filled this 
need when he made “a woman, and 
brought her in unto the man” . Immediate­
ly thereafter the two are spoken of as man 
and wife, as being of “one flesh” .—Gen. 
2:18-25, Ro.

Marriage is used in a figurative way to 
illustrate the close ties in certain heavenly 
relationships, and brief consideration of 
these divine patterns will deepen our ap­
preciation of the earthly marriage rela­
tionship. First, Jehovah God uses the fig­
ure of marriage to show the relationship 
between himself and his universal organi­
zation, referring to himself as the Husband 
of his womanlike organization. (Isa. 54:5) 
Again, the marriage relationship is used 
to illustrate the close bond between Christ 
and his church, he being spoken of as the 
Bridegroom and the church as his bride, 
and their marriage as being consummated 
in heaven.—2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:7.

Just as in Eden the man and the 
woman are spoken of as being “one 
flesh” and also human marriage 
partners thereafter, so God and the 
chief one of the universal organi­
zation, Christ Jesus, are called one. 
And Christ and his bride, the 
church, are referred to as being 
one. (Matt. 19:4-6; John 14:10; 
17:21-23) H ow ever, the Bible 
clearly shows that Jehovah and 
Christ are not one in any mysteri­
ous pagan trinity. Nor are Christ 
and the 144,000 members of the 
church class literally made into 
one; no more so than do man and 
wife, two persons, literally become 
one after marriage. In all three 

cases the oneness is in aim, purpose, goal, 
desire and direction of effort. And these 
divine unions that make two or more unite 
as one require some sort of headship, for a 
head is required to give intelligent direc­
tion to the energies of those united. A 
headless union would lack proper directive 
force. On the other hand, a two-headed 
union would be freakish, doubtless divided 
against itself, and hence unable to stand. 
(Matt. 12:25) Everyone has a head over 
him, except Jehovah God. “ I want you to 
know that the head of every man is the 
Christ; in turn, the head of a woman is 
the man; in turn, the head of the Christ 
is God.”—1 Cor. 11:3; 15:28, NW.

EXACTING DUTIES UPON HUSBANDS

In some countries, such as the United 
States, where there is a strong tendency 
for many women to try to share or take 
over the family headship, loud objections 
rise against the divine assignment of mem 
to be family head and the woman to be 
subject to him. It is viewed as oppressive 
and discriminatory against women, and too 
difficult a load for them to bear up under. 
However, sober reflection will disclose that
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it is the husband who has assigned to him. 
the more difficult role in the marriage ar­
rangement. He must strive to copy the 
flawless examples of Jehovah God and 
Christ Jesus as they play their husband­
like roles in the figurative marriages.

Jehovah God, as the Creator of the 
universe and the Father of sill living, is 
the supreme Head over all creation, visible 
and invisible. He brought all things into 
existence, established the laws that both 
animate and inanimate creations must fol­
low to exist, and provides for their con­
tinuance. Even in his own acts Jehovah 
consistently follows righteous principles 
and conducts his headship in justice and 
wisdom, and, above all, in love. Jehovah’s 
example is copied by Christ Jesus, as that 
one administers his headship over the 
church. Justice and wisdom, love and com­
passion are outstanding. Did not Jesus 
work tirelessly in the interest of his body 
members when he was on earth, teaching 
and preaching, providing the spiritual sus­
tenance that is so much more vital than 
literal bread? Did he not show exemplary 
patience and long-suffering in dealing with 
his earthly disciples, making allowances 
for their fleshly frailties? Did he not en­
dure persecution and torture in maintain­
ing integrity toward God, and thus making 
himself a safe model for his followers? And 
finally did he not go the limit and lay 
down his life for his bride and wife, the 
church class?

So it is in the case of human husbands. 
They must try to measure up to the perfect 
way Jehovah plays his husbandlike role 
as Head of his womanlike universal organi­
zation, and the excellent way Christ Jesus 
enacts his headship as Husband over his 
wife, the church. The human husband must 
provide food, clothing and shelter for his 
wife. He must give proper direction to 
their united efforts by making wise de­
cisions, shoulder the responsibilities for
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these decisions and cope with any conse­
quences that may follow in their wake. 
And at all times in the exercise of his 
headship he must show a patience and 
long-suffering, a mercifulness and forgive­
ness, and, above all, a love that are pat­
terned after that shown by Jehovah to­
ward his universal organization and that 
shown by Christ toward his Christian 
church organization. To measure up to 
such high requirements is certainly more 
difficult than being submissive under such 
upright headship.

PATTERNS FOR WIFELY SUBJECTION

The outstanding member of Jehovah’s 
universal organization, Christ Jesus, did 
not find it galling to be in subjection to 
the great Husband and Head of that organ­
ization. He delighted to do Jehovah’s will, 
declaring the work that God assigned to 
him to be as vital food for his sustenance. 
(Ps. 40:8; John 4:34; Heb. 10:7) His en­
durance of persecution and torture and 
death was not only a fine model for his 
followers, but also a dramatic testimony 
for Jehovah’s side of the issue concerning 
integrity, a heavy contribution in vindica­
tion of Jehovah’s name. It showed Jesus’ 
complete subjection to Jehovah’s headship. 
Never did he seek to seize that headship 
from God or try to share it as an equal 
of God: “Keep this mental attitude in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus, who, al­
though he was existing in God’s form, 
gave no consideration to a seizure, namely, 
that he should be equal to God. No, but 
he emptied himself and took a slave’s form 
and came to be in the likeness of men. 
More than that, when he found himself 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient as far as death, yes, 
death on a torture stake.”—Phil. 2:5-8, 
NW.

Christian wives should have the mental 
attitude of Christ, and not the attitude of
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many worldly wives that clamor for equali­
ty with and ofttimes even dominancy over 
their husbands. Christian wives will not 
even untheocratically consider seizing a 
part or all of the husband’s divine assign­
ment of headship. They will be submissive 
to the marriage arrangement as it has 
been ordered, not by any man, but by God 
himself. To rebel against the arrangement 
is to rebel, not against man, but against 
God. Jesus delighted to do the good will 
of Jehovah; Christian wives should be 
pleased to have the theocratic headship 
of their husbands. It was the covering 
cherub in Eden that was headstrong and 
felt cramped and oppressed by Jehovah’s 
headship and thereupon rebelled and be­
came infamous as Satan the Devil. Wives 
who are not submissive to their husbands 
are copying Satan, not Christ.

Again, there is an example for wives 
in the submission of the church to its 
Head, Christ Jesus. Taking on the obliga­
tions to preach as one of Christ’s anointed 
body members brings upon one a certain 
amount of persecution and tribulation in 
the flesh, but the joys of serving under 
the loving headship of Christ far outweigh 
the fleshly tribulations. Submission to such 
an upright headship is not difficult or de­
grading, though heady and haughty ones 
down through the centuries have thought 
so, and in these last days such ones have 
made themselves into an “ evil slave” class 
by their rebellion against Christ’s head­
ship. It is the “ faithful and discreet slave” 
class that finds real joy by submissiveness 
to Christ. Rebellion brings no happiness 
to the “evil slave” , for he lands outside 
with the hypocrites, and “ there is where 
his weeping and the gnashing of his teeth 
will be” . (Matt. 24:45-51, NW) Christian 
wives who are not submissive to their 
husbands are copying the “ evil slave” , not 
the “faithful and discreet slave” .

39
EACH A HELP TO THE OTHER

Hence the sum of the divine patterns is, 
properly exercised headship is not oppres­
sive to the one under it. The husband must 
strive diligently to act as a just and wise 
and loving family head. If he does this 
to the best of his ability, wifely subjection 
to him should not be too difficult. And if 
the wife meets her duties to the best of 
her ability, the husband’s administration 
of proper headship will be that much eas­
ier. Both are imperfect. Both make mis­
takes. Both need to receive and extend 
patience and forgiveness, love and respect. 
Because of differences in mental and physi­
cal and emotional make-up, each needs 
the other, each can supply a lack in the 
other, each is made to be a complement 
to or counterpart for the other. But to 
mesh all these qualities harmoniously re­
quires each one to play the role assigned 
by God. Neither can grasp at the other’s 
duties. Remember, Adam was Eve’s head, 
but when she ran ahead of him and ate 
the fruit she ducked out from under her 
head, and lost her life. And when Adam 
tolerated her rebellion and weakly tagged 
along the trail she blazed he discarded his 
role as head, and it cost him his life and 
the life rights of his offspring. All man’s 
troubles are traceable to rebellion against 
proper headship, to the time when the 
covering cherub in Eden refused to submit 
to Jehovah’s and when Eve stepped out 
from under Adam’s.

So it is for the mutual good of both 
marriage partners to stick to the roles 
assigned them by Jehovah God. The wise 
family head earns wifely respect, and the 
submissive wife increases the husband’s 
love. God’s Word counsels: “ Let wives be 
in subjection to their husbands as to the 
Lord, because a husband is head of his 
wife as the Christ also is head of the con­
gregation, he being a savior of this body. 
In fact, as the congregation is in subjec-

SEeWATCHTOWER,



40
tion to the Christ, so let wives also be to 
their husbands in everything. Husbands, 
continue loving your wives, just as the 
Christ also loved the congregation and de­
livered up himself for it. In this way hus­
bands ought to be loving their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself, for no man ever hated his 
own flesh, but he feeds and cherishes it, 
as the Christ also does the congregation, 
because we are members of his body. ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and will stick to his wife, and the 
two will be one flesh.’ Nevertheless, also, 
let each one of you individually so love 
his wife as he does himself; on the other 
hand, the wife should have deep respect 
for her husband.”—Eph. 5:22-25,28-31,33, 
NW.

Dictators rule over their subjects op­
pressively and to their physical and mental 
and spiritual hurt. The Christian husband 
is to be no dictator in that sense. His 
appointment to headship is no license to 
be a tyrant. He loves his flesh, provides for 
its needs, inflicts no deliberate injury upon 
it, and strives to keep it in comfort. He 
should show the same love for his wife, 
who is one flesh with him. And as the 
man’s flesh never fights against his head 
but takes its direction through nerve im­
pulses from the head, so the wife, who is 
part of his flesh, must show similar sub­
mission. For all this blending of two differ­
ent dispositions and temperaments and per­
sonalities a high degree of love is called 
for. Just how great that love must be is 
shown at 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 :
“Love is long-suffering and obliging. Love 
is not jealous, it does not brag, does not 
get puffed up, does not behave indecently, 
does not look for its own interests, does 
not become provoked. It does not keep ac­
count of the injury. It does not rejoice over 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the 
truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
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hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never fails.” Nor will a marriage founded 
on such love ever fail!

A MARRIAGE BRACE THAT IS THEOCRATIC

Today’s matrimonial seas are cluttered 
with the wreckage of many marriages 
that have gone on the rocks. Often strange 
flesh outside the marital union rises up 
as a lure that draws the marriage to its 
final crash. Such marriage triangles are 
common in this delinquent world, and 
occur when the marriage is built on the 
shifting sands of fickle flesh. The safe­
guard is to build the marriage on the 
rock foundation of God’s Word. Conform 
to its requirements. Let each one measure 
up to the divine standard, each one sup­
plying what his or her assigned role re­
quires. Then the marital union will stand, 
unwrecked by the stormy assaults that 
collapse so many marriages today.

No strange flesh will intrude to form 
a lusty triangle, for the place of a love 
stronger than that between man and wife 
will already be filled. Not by the minister 
or civil official that officiates at the cere­
mony, nor by the legal papers required by 
the state; though such services and docu­
ments are necessary. (Luke 20:25; 1 Thess. 
5:22) It will be occupied by Jehovah God. 
He is the real witness in the theocratic 
marriage ceremony. It is not just a matter 
of a man and woman entering into an 
agreement between themselves, but of the 
two of them entering into an agreement 
before God. He is witness to the theocratic 
marriage vows, and the real uniter of the 
two, since Jesus said: “What God has 
yoked together let no man put apart.” 
(Matt. 19:6, NW) Hence if the married 
couple abide by his marriage regulations 
he will become the unselfish Friend in a 
theocratic marriage and will brace it 
against the worldly pressures and strains 
brought against it. If the man and woman
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reserve their greatest love for God, put him 
first, obey him first, give him first call on 
their time and energy and substance, their 
marriage will not become more driftwood 
on the matrimonial seas.

This putting of God first by married 
couples is shown by the apostle Paul, at 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31, “Moreover,
this I say, brothers, the time left is re­
duced. Henceforth let those who have wives 
be as though they had none, and also those 
who weep be as those who do not weep, 
and those who rejoice as those who do not 
rejoice, and those who buy as those not 
possessing, and those making use of the 
world as those' not using it to the full; 
for the scene of this world is changing.” 
Paul is not here saying to withhold the 
various marital dues and responsibilities, 
for in this very chapter he admonishes 
that these should be rendered. (1 Cor. 
7:3-5) What he is admonishing is that 
whole or chief attention should not be 
given over to personal, selfish matters 
relating to the flesh, whether these be 
enjoying a husband or wife, or rejoicing 
overmuch in pleasure pursuits, or allowing

ourselves to be swallowed up in our sorrows 
and griefs and even drawing an unhealthy 
satisfaction from self-pity, or seeking to 
accumulate extensive possessions by un­
duly entangling ourselves in worldly busi­
nesses—all of which excessive caterings to 
the flesh are characteristic of this old 
world and are to pass away with it. Hence 
the Christian should not bury or sink 
himself too deeply in these things to the 
neglect of what is eternal, and specially 
so now that the “ time left is reduced” . 
Nothing should be allowed to so engross 
the Christian’s time that he has none left 
for Jehovah’s service. So it is within this 
qualified view that the married couple 
lives as though unmarried, always putting 
Jehovah first.

Only marriages meeting the foregoing 
divine requirements are truly successful 
marriages, and they have the opportunity 
of succeeding gloriously. They may endure 
on into Jehovah’s new world, wherein 
earthly married couples will finally carry 
out the mandate first issued by God in 
Eden, to “multiply and fill the’  earth” . 
—Gen. 1:28, Ro.

J A M E S
The Brother of Jesus

J3SUS, the Son of 
God, once stated: 

“A prophet is not un­
honored except in his 

native territory and in his own house.” 
That he himself had this experience in 
regard to his immediate family is apparent 
from the record made by his preferred 
disciple John: “His brothers were, in fact, 
not exercising faith in him.” Matthew and 
Mark name four brothers, James, Joseph,

Simon and Judas. (Matt. 13:55-57; Mark 
6:3; John 7:5, NW)After Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, however, at least some 
of his uterine brothers (having the same 
mother but a different father) did exercise 
faith in him, for we read that, pending 
Pentecost, the eleven apostles with one 
accord “were persisting in prayer, together 
with some women and Mary the mother 
of Jesus and with his brothers” .—Acts 
1:13,14, NW.
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In view of the fact that some of our 

readers may object to the statement that 
Mary had other children besides Jesus, 
holding that she was “ever virgin” , before 
considering what the Christian Greek 
Scriptures have to say about James, the 
brother of Jesus, let us briefly consider 
that objection. If Mary was “ever virgin” 
then why did Matthew say at chapter one, 
verse twenty-five, that Joseph “ knew her 
not” , that is, “had no relations with her 
until she gave birth to a son” ? (Dy;
And why did Luke describe Jesus as her 
“ firstborn” ? (Luke 2:7) Had Mary given 
birth to no other children would he not 
have referred to Jesus as her “ only” son? 
Clearly Matthew and Luke did not consider 
that Jesus was Mary’s only son or they 
certainly would have emphasized the point; 
especially if they had thought this matter 
as vital as some religious organizations do.

Nor can it be argued that these “broth­
ers”  were not of Jesus’ immediate family, 
but were kinsfolk or cousins, for the word 
used literally means “ from the same 
womb” . (Young’s Concordance) Had mere 
kinsfolk been meant the inspired writers 
doubtless would have used the Greek word 
translated cousin and cousins at Luke 1:36, 
58. (“Cousin” and “kinsfolks” in the 
Douay) Neither is the position tenable 
that these “brothers” were his spiritual 
brothers or disciples, because, as we have 
already seen, they did not exercise faith 
in Jesus at the time. That these “brothers” 
were separate and distinct from his dis­
ciples John’s record makes clear, for in it 
we read: “ After this he [Jesus] and his 
mother and brothers and his disciples went 
down to Capernaum.”—John 2:12,

PROMINENT IN EARLY CONGREGATION

Of these flesh-and-blood brothers who 
became Jesus’ disciples after his resurrec­
tion James was foremost. Evidently fore­
knowing the role James would play in the

Brooklyn, N . Y.

early Christian congregation, Christ Jesus 
singled him out for special attention, for 
Paul, in giving proof of Jesus’ resurrection, 
seems to refer to Jesus’ brother James, 
when he writes: “After that he appeared 
to James,” the only one Paul mentions 
by name, aside from Peter and himself, 
as ones to whom Jesus appeared individual­
ly.—1 Cor. 15:7, NW.

Peter likewise gives James special men­
tion. When visiting the group of Christians 
assembled at the home of Mary, the mother 
of John Mark, after his miraculous release 
from prison, Peter instructed them: “ Re­
port these things to James and the broth­
ers.” (Acts 12:17, NW) And that James 
was not only foremost among his flesh- 
and-blood brothers but also prominent 
among his spiritual brothers seems ap­
parent from the fact that he evidently 
presided at the special meeting held at 
Jerusalem to discuss the question of 
whether Gentile converts to Christianity 
should be circumcised or not, for he 
summed up the proceedings. His recom­
mendations were adopted and instructions 
in keeping therewith were sent to the 
various Christian congregations.—Acts 
15:14-21, NW.

Not only did Peter at the time of his 
miraculous release from prison make it a 
point that James should be notified, but 
Paul likewise specially mentions him. In 
telling the Galatians of his first years as 
a Christian minister he states: “Later I 
went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and 
I stayed with him for fifteen days. But 
I saw no one else of the apostles, only 
James the brother of the Lord.”—Gal. 
1:18,19, NW.

Undoubtedly James the brother of Jesus 
played a most prominent role in the gov­
erning body of the early Christian congre­
gation situated at Jerusalem. He would 
be the logical one to write the letter bear­
ing the name of James. The apostle James,
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who was the brother of John, was martyred 
far too early to allow his authorship of 
such a letter, and since of James the son 
of Alphaeus practically nothing is known, 
it is not likely that he would have written 
this letter and not identified himself as an 
apostle. Peter and Paul repeatedly men­
tion the fact that they are apostles, while 
John in his letters leaves no doubt of his 
being an intimate associate of Jesus. Par­
ticularly in view of the outspoken nature 
of the letter, had the writer been an apostle 
he would have so stated so as to add weight 
to his message, instead of merely begin­
ning with “ James, a slave of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ” .—Jas. 1:1,

In view of the foregoing it also follows 
that this letter was sent out by at least 
A.D. 62. How so? Because, according to 
secular history, it was in that year that 
the procurator of Judea, Festus, died; and 
before Albinus, who was to take his place, 
arrived, the Jews staged an outbreak in 
which James, the brother of Jesus, was 
haled before the Sanhedrin. There, due to 
false charges made against him by the 
high priest, who, it seems, had convened 
this council for this very purpose, James 
was delivered over to be stoned to death.

THE LETTER OF JAMES

It seems that by the time that James 
wrote this letter the early church had 
grown considerably, had become quite 
firmly established and was enjoying a 
measure of freedom from persecution. As a 
consequence some were growing careless 
and were allowing themselves to become 
spotted by the world and were seeking 
friendship with it. There were gossiping, 
yielding to selfish desires and even willful 
sinning. To arouse Christians to the danger 
of the Devil’s thus corrupting them James 
wrote his letter.

James, throughout his letter, shows keen 
discernment as to the motives prompting
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individuals and he counsels with the great­
est directness. Beginning by telling his 
brothers to rejoice in trials because of the 
fruits that endurance of such trials brings 
with it, he then shows the need of wisdom 
which God gives liberally to all if we will 
but ask in confidence. He next puts his 
finger on the cause of temptation, showing 
that it does not come from God. “Each 
one is tried by being drawn out and enticed 
by his own desire.” So put aside all “moral 
badness” and become doers of the Word, 
and not hearers only. And “keep oneself 
without spot from the world” .— Jas. 1:1- 
27, NW.

In the second chapter James first re­
proves those who judge by outward ap­
pearance, who show favoritism to the rich; 
such is not loving one’s neighbor as one­
self. Then the part which shows how prac­
tical the letter is: Faith without works 
to back it up is meaningless. If your broth­
er is hungry, cold, naked, and all you say 
is, 'Be filled, be warm, be clothed,’ how 
much benefit does he receive? Were not 
Abraham and Rahab declared righteous 
because they proved their faith by their 
works? “Indeed, . . . faith without works 
is dead.”—Vs. 26.

Further practical admonition James 
gives as he discusses the use and the power 
of the tongue. The tongue is a tiny member 
but it can do immense harm, even as a 
great conflagration can result from just 
a little fire. To use our tongues to praise 
God on the one hand and to slander or 
curse men on the other simply does not 
make sense. Bitter jealousy, lying and such 
traits are earthly, animalistic and demon­
ic. “But the wisdom from above is first of 
all chaste, then peaceable, reasonable, 
ready to obey, full of mercy and good 
fruits, not making partial distinctions, not 
hypocritical.”— James, chapter 3.

Those motivated by selfish desire cause 
trouble in a Christian congregation, and
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these James next admonishes by asking 
them: “Adulteresses, do you not know that 
the friendship with the world is enmity 
with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to 
be a friend of the world is constituting 
himself an enemy of God.”  Those taking 
such a course of action betray high­
mindedness, pride, and therefore should 
beware, for “ ‘God opposes the haughty 
ones, but he gives undeserved kindness 
to the humble ones.’ Subject yourselves, 
therefore, to God; but oppose the Devil, 
and he will flee from you.”—James 4.

James begins his fifth chapter by giving 
some of the strongest condemnation of the 
rich to be found in the Scriptures. He 
censures them for their greedy and sensual 
course and warns that their ill-gotten gains 
will be a witness against them, crying 
out for vengeance. They have not only 
oppressed their workers but killed the 
righteous one. Next James counsels us to 
be patient and to consider the example 
of Job as regards endurance.

Some have taken James’ exhortation for 
Christians to pray for one another to mean 
that we may expect divine healing, since 
“a righteous man’s supplication when it 
is at work has much force” . However, the 
context makes it clear that spiritual, not 
physical, sickness is what James was re­
ferring to: “Therefore openly confess your 
sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may get healed.” To 
hold that this refers to physical sickness 
is to accuse all those suffering from bodily 
infirmity of being gross sinners and imply­
ing that all those who enjoy good health 
are good Christians.

Truly the letter of James is a most 
practical one.

JAMES, THE APOSTLE AND BROTHER OF JOHN
James the son of Zebedee, together with 

his brother John, left his fishing business 
to become among the first followers of

Brooklyn, N .Y .

Christ Jesus. It is generally held that of 
the two James was the older, not only 
because of his being mentioned first, but 
also in view of John’s living to about the 
year A.D. 100. It has also been suggested 
that James and John were acquainted with 
Jesus before he called them to follow him. 
—Matt. 4:21; Mark 1:19, NW.

Among his twelve apostles Jesus pre­
ferred three, and James was among these. 
He was therefore with Jesus on the mount 
of transfiguration; was with him when he 
raised the daughter of Jairus, and accom­
panied Jesus farther into the garden of 
Gethsemane on the night of his betrayal; 
the other two of this favored group being, 
of course, Peter and John.—Matt. 26:36- 
39; Luke 8:41,51-56; 9:28-36,

James and his brother John were termed 
Boanerges, “sons of thunder.”  On one oc­
casion when a certain city refused Jesus 
entry they were ready to call down fire 
from heaven to devour its inhabitants. 
They also had an ambition to be first in 
Jesus’ kingdom, as betrayed by their 
mother’s request.—Matt. 20:20-28; Mark 
3:17; 9:33-35; 10:35-40; Luke 9:51-55, 
NW.

Although the book of Acts gives little 
information concerning James it seems 
reasonable to conclude that this ‘son of 
thunder’ was an outspoken minister of the 
good news. This would account both for 
his being the first of the twelve apostles 
to suffer martyrdom and for the Jews’ 
being so greatly pleased at this murderous 
action of Herod Agrippa.

Jesus warned that his followers would 
be persecuted. James the disciple and 
brother of Jesus and James the apostle 
and brother of John both had the privilege 
of proving themselves “ faithful even with 
the danger of death” . They set a good 
example for all Christians living since 
their day.—Matt. 10:16-31; Rev. 2:10, NW.
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'Unhappy (Zo
JE H O V A H  knows 

the mind of man.
He knows that if a 
man does not train his 
mind to think correct­
ly, he will be unhappy.
The t h o u g h t s  and 
ways of this old world are not right be­
cause they are not based on God’s way 
of thinking as expressed in his Word. But 
some of the human family know why we 
are bom in sin and shaped in iniquity, 
and they have looked to Jehovah for relief 
from the conditions in which they find 
themselves. They understand that “a living 
son of earth” should not complain, be­
cause the trouble and distress he endures 
is due to Adam the first human father. 
Jehovah’s witnesses have searched the 
Scriptures and they know the truth about 
being bom in sin and shaped in iniquity, 
but at the same time that is no license for 
wrongdoing now on the part of a Christian. 
As Christians they must look at them­
selves and make careful examination of 
the way they have lived and where it has 
led them up till now, and decide what they 
will do in the future. They have come to 
the conclusion: “Let us return unto Yah- 
weh.” That is why they have dedicated 
their lives to Jehovah’s service. Knowing 
that sorrow, sickness and death were 
brought upon them by their first parents, 
Adam and Eve, they do not complain of 
their plight. Rather, there is every reason 
to be happy; they know the way out of this 
trouble, for God has made provision
1. What does Jehovah know about man’s mind, and 
how can man now be happy despite the world trouble?

for salvation. You, too, 
can learn the way out 
from Jehovah, “ the 
happy God,” and he 
wants his creation to 
be happy.

2 You as an individ­
ual can be happy. You do not have to 
be in a large congregation to have hap­
piness, although many happy people com­
ing together make up a happy congre­
gation. Wherever throughout the world 
there is one of God’s servants, even 
though he may be far away in a missionary 
home or in an isolated territory, he can 
have happiness. When an individual has 
the right viewpoint, he will feel like the 
man concerning whom the psalmist wrote. 
Using Rotherham’s translation, which 
gives the name-form instead of
Jehovah, we read: “How happy the man 
who hath not walked in the counsel of 
the lawless, and in the way of sinners hath 
not stood, and in the seat of scoffers hath 
not sat; but in the law of Yahweh is his 
delight, and in his law doth he talk with 
himself day and night.” (Ps. 1:1,2,
How true this is! For when one seats him­
self with sinners, he becomes unhappy. 
Just look at the world and consider its 
condition. The people are not really con­
tent. They cannot be, because the world is 
filled with evil. They ignore God and his 
provisions for life. As a result they sire 
not happy either individually or collective­
ly. One who shuns the world is happy.

2. In the midst of this world, who is the happy person, 
according to Psalm 1?

"Why should a living son of earth 
complain, let a man complain because 
of his sins? Let us search out our 
ways and examine them well, and 
let us return unto —Lam.

3:39,40, Ro.
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•The psalmist says this man ‘talks to 

himself day and night’. This is an odd 
expression, is it not? But it means he 
meditates. What does he meditate about? 
He meditates on the provisions God has 
set forth for him in the Bible, just as 
Joshua meditated upon God’s Word. God 
said to him: “This book of the law shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
shalt meditate thereon day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success.”  (Josh. 1:8, 
.48) Joshua was to talk to himself day and 
night. He was to meditate on these truths 
that God had spoken to Moses and which 
were now in written form. Then, living 
according to them, he would be happy. 
Yes, happiness comes to the man who does 
what is right; and individual service to 
the Most High is right because it is the 
worship of God.

4 The Most High God does not restrict 
happiness to individuals. He will deal with 
a whole nation and make it a happy nation. 
“How happy the nation whose God is 
Yahweh, the people he hath chosen as his 
own inheritance!” (Ps. 33:12, Ro) That 
chosen nation was Israel. God had made 
a covenant with their forefathers Abra­
ham, Isaac and Jacob. That nation had 
every reason to be happy, because its God 
was Jehovah, the Sovereign Ruler of all 
the universe. But often they turned away 
from following the wise counsel of their 
God. Instead they chose a sinful course 
and ignored God, and as a result the whole 
nation lost its felicity. We see from the 
Bible account of this nation that there were 
not too many occasions for happiness, 
because they were a stiff-necked race and
3. In what way does such man talk with himself, and 
about what?
4. Who was the nation whose God used to be Jehovah, 
and why were there not too many occasions for 
happiness over this fact?
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a faultfinding people. They did not give 
true worship to Jehovah; therefore God’s 
blessing was not forthcoming. Jesus stated 
the matter truly when he said: “ If anyone 
loves me, he will observe my word, and 
my Father will love him, and we shall 
come to him and make our abode with 
him.” (John 14:23, NW) Too often the 
Israelites did not want to make their abode 
with Jehovah, but their desire was to re­
turn to Egypt and to the worship of hea­
then gods.

5 Today we see Jehovah’s witnesses as 
a nation that Jehovah has raised up, a 
chosen people taken out from all nations, 
kindreds and tongues; and they are a hap­
py nation. Why is this? Because they have 
observed Jesus’ words; and therefore the 
Father loves them and has made his abode 
with them. They worship their Father in 
heaven in spirit and in truth. They are not 
thinking of doing things their own way 
but are anxious to do the Father’s will 
and to follow the commandments of Christ 
Jesus, the Son of God. They find happiness 
in preaching the gospel of Jehovah’s king­
dom in all the world for a witness. God’s 
gift to them is a knowledge of the truth, 
and Jehovah’s witnesses are happy to be 
giving this truth to others throughout the 
world. They are not selfish, holding it to 
themselves. They publish Bibles, books, 
booklets and magazines, distributing these 
far and wide in many languages through­
out all the world.

•Adherents of false religions of the 
world cannot understand why all of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses are so active; but their 
activity is their worship of the Most High. 
Jehovah’s witnesses are seeking life in hap­
piness, and they are gaining happiness as 
they live now. They have found the secret 
of being happy even in this present evil 
world. They have proved to themselves
5, 6. Who are the happy nation now, and what con­
tributes to their happiness?
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that there is more happiness in giving 
the truths of God’s Word which they 
have received so abundantly to all the 
nations of the world; so they give constant­
ly of what they have received. The organi­
zation of Jehovah’s witnesses is filled with 
a happy people. They are friendly, and 
they are anxious to have others join with 
them in their happiness and in their true 
worship of the Most High. That is why 
one finds them going from house to house, 
from city to city, from country to country, 
fulfilling Jesus’ command, ‘This gospel of 
the kingdom must be preached in all the 
world for a witness.’ Jehovah’s witnesses 
as a nation are happy because their God 
is Jehovah.

7 Sometimes we see one here or there 
in the organization who slides back into 
the world. Why is this? The reason is 
simple. It is that he has stopped preaching; 
he has stopped giving. There is no place 
for a person in God’s organization unless 
he is worshiping God. If he stops worship­
ing, he takes himself out of the organiza­
tion. When one stops studying the truth 
and forsakes Jehovah he has nothing to 
give to others any more. Then the truth is 
not in him. Study is essential to keep in 
Jehovah’s organization. If one does not 
continually take in the truths and the 
light that shines more and more until the 
perfect day, he will become indifferent 
toward his privileges of preaching the 
good news of the Kingdom. He will soon 
begin to feel that he has nothing to tell 
the people. The reason for that is that he 
has allowed his mind to go idle. In effect 
he says, I do not want any more food from 
Jehovah’s table. Then he stops using the 
knowledge he has; he does not give it out 
to others, and his happiness fades away. 
Happiness comes largely through giving.
7. What is the reason that some in the organization 
slip back into the world and lose happiness?

47
TYPICAL EXAMPLES

8 Take a look at the children of Israel 
when they were in the wilderness. Consider 
what Jehovah had done for them in de­
livering them from Egypt. There they had 
been under an oppressive slave-driving 
organization, but now the God of heaven, 
Jehovah, had delivered them and led them 
into the wilderness. He had protected them 
by the use of his great power in guiding 
them through the Red sea from Egypt 
to the wilderness. He fed them for forty 
years as they wandered about this strange 
territory. Consider the greatness of God’s 
love for these people in leading them to 
the Promised Land. But with all of this 
and despite their deliverance the Israelites 
still were not content. They lacked love. 
They were not giving God true worship 
as a nation, and they were not happy.

9 However, there were many individuals 
within the nation who had the joy of serv­
ing God and who were faithful to the 
instructions given them. Sometimes even 
such faithful individuals feel that the load 
is too much for them to bear when respon­
sibility is placed upon them. In such case 
they lack faith in God’s provisions. Moses, 
for example, served as mediator between 
God and the Israelites. But at one time 
he felt as though too much was required 
of him. The children of Israel were com­
plaining, faultfinding and crying for flesh. 
They said in substance: ‘This manna that 
God is giving us and telling us to gather 
every morning does not satisfy us. What 
we want is flesh. We want meat.’ They 
were crying to Moses to supply it for them. 
They had complained often before and now 
were in am unhappy state of mind, and 
their murmurings finally got Moses in 
that same attitude of mind. To appreciate 
the full account read Numbers 11:11-15
8. Despite deliverance from Egypt why did Israel 
not keep happy?
9. Why do individuals at times feel the load too heavy 
for them, and how did Moses illustrate this?
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(AT). Here we find Moses saying: “Why 
hast thou been so hard on thy servant? 
. . .  Why have I not found favor with thee, 
that thou shouldst put the burden of all 
this people on me? Was it I who conceived 
all this people? Or was it I who gave them 
birth, that thou shouldst say to me, ‘Carry 
them in your bosom, as a nurse would 
carry a sucking child, to the land which 
thou didst promise on oath 
to their fathers’ ? Where can 
I get flesh to give to all this 
people? For they weep on my 
shoulder, saying, ‘Give us 
flesh to eat.’ I am not able to 
carry all this people by my­
self, because they are too 
heavy for me. If this is the 
way thou art going to deal 
with me, pray kill me at 
once, if I find any favor with 
thee, and let me see no more of my 
trouble.”

10 That was not a very happy frame of 
mind in which to be. Moses’ faith was 
getting weak; his confidence in Jehovah 
was failing. It certainly must have been 
so depressing to Moses to be associated 
with those people that it brought him to 
the point where he wanted God to kill 
him that he might get away from them. 
Moses showed the wrong spirit under this 
heavy trial. He did not want to carry the 
responsibility that God had placed upon 
him. Then, too, he was not putting full 
trust in Jehovah God at that moment. 
Moses felt very bad; and as he looked at 
the great number of people, he really ques­
tioned God’s power. He should have re­
flected on the wonderful things that God 
had done in times past. It would have been 
much better for Moses to wait upon Jeho­
vah and to pray to him, asking, “What

10. Why was Moses not happy at that time of feeling 
so much responsibility?

*

shall I do? What will you do for this peo­
ple?” Moses did not want to give to these 
people and thought no one else should 
either. He was not happy, that is sure.

11 God told Moses that He would give 
flesh to the Israelites, not one day, or two 
days, or five days, or ten or twenty days, 
but for a whole month, ‘until it comes 
out of your very nostrils and becomes 

loathesome to you—because 
you have spurned Jehovah 
who is in your midst.’ (Num. 
11:18-20, AT; AS) Moses 
said to God in effect, ‘You 
cannot feed 600,000 footmen. 
You cannot supply flesh in 
order to feed all of these 
people, two million or more, 
including women and chil­
dren. Why, there are not 
enough fowl in the heaven 

to feed these people; there are not 
enough cattle in the herds to satisfy them 
all. You do not know them, God. I know 
what kind of people they are. They are 
the most selfish, the most stiff-necked, the 
most unhappy people, the greatest com- 
plainers. Oh, it would be better if I were 
dead.’ However, Jehovah spoke to Moses 
in these words: ‘Is Jehovah’s power so 
limited? You shall see now whether my 
word will come true for you or not.’ 
(Num. 11:23, AT; AS) Can you imagine 
anyone’s questioning God and saying that 
he could not do what he said he would do? 
Moses questioned God’s power here. It is 
just like someone’s saying today that God 
cannot protect his people at the battle of 
Armageddon and take them through into 
the new world; that it is too great a task. 
Well, have you ever stopped to think that 
Jehovah did protect Noah and his family 
in the flood and brought them from the
11. How did Moses here show some lack of faith, and 
what like attitude would correspond with it today?
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“world that then was” into this present, 
evil world? That is history, and it shows 
God’s power has already been proved. Do 
you not believe he can do it again? Where 
is your faith? Moses thought that God’s 
power was limited; but Jehovah has all 
power in heaven and in earth. He has even 
given such power to his Son.—Matt. 28:18.

12 Well, what happened in the wilderness 
should certainly impress us so that we 
may never doubt the Word of God. When 
we read God’s Word as he sets it forth 
in the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures, we 
should accept it as absolutely true and 
right. He talks to us about real life as it 
existed many centuries ago and uses those 
things as examples of what is going to 
happen at the present time. Even though 
this great mediator Moses made a mistake, 
that is no reason why we today should 
doubt Jehovah and make a similar mistake. 
That is why these things were written 
beforetime, for our admonition and our 
learning. Anyway, later, outside the Israel­
ite camp the quails they caught were 
stacked up in great quan­
tities. Jehovah brought 
them in from somewhere 
and gave the people all 
they could possibly eat.
But they did not appreci­
ate what Jehovah had 
done, and God became dis­
pleased by the greedy way 
in which the Israelites 
used these provisions.
Here Jehovah was the 
giver, an abundant giver; 
but lack of appreciation was shown by the 
Israelites. Jehovah proved to Moses that 
his word was right and dependable, and he 
showed Moses his power. His hand was not 
shortened. He proved his sovereignty. If 
only the Israelites had given praise to Je­

hovah for his goodness, then they would 
have had happiness in their living.—Num. 
11:31-35.

18 Then there is an account in the Bible 
about the complainers Miriam and Aaron, 
who spoke against Moses. ‘Is it only 
through Moses alone that Jehovah has 
spoken?’ they said. “Has he not spoken 
through us as well?” (Num. 12:2, AT; AS) 
On a previous occasion Moses had saved 
the life of his brother Aaron when Aaron 
failed to follow true worship. At Deu­
teronomy 9:20 (AS), Moses said: “And 
Jehovah was very angry with Aaron to 
destroy him: and I prayed for Aaron also 
at the same time.” Now these two promi­
nent persons among the Israelites, Moses’ 
brother and sister, showed that they were 
not satisfied with God’s provision to have 
Moses as the spokesman. They did not like 
God’s way of handling things, and as a 
result of their complaining Miriam was 
struck with leprosy. Moses interceded with 
prayer for his sister, and after she was 
sent outside the camp to be cleansed ac­

cording to the law, she 
was saved from such a 
loathsome e x i s t e n c e .  
(Num. 12:9-15) So we see 
that no one should com­

p la in  against God because 
he does not do things sis 
we want them done. Re­
member that Jehovah is 
the Sovereign Ruler of the 
universe. He knows how 
to handle his organization 
and his work much better 

than those who serve him. All should be 
happy where Jehovah places them in his 
organization and in his service. What God 
requires of us is integrity and faithfulness 
to him; and if we give him these we shall 
be happy.

12. Why did God’s miracle not result in happiness to 
many Israelites, and what purpose should this histori­
cal example serve for us?

13. Why should we not be complainers, as illustrated 
in the case of Aaron and Miriam?
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LACK OF FAITH

14 Another striking example occurred 
when Moses sent the twelve spies into 
the land of Canaan to look over the in­
heritance God had promised the Israelites. 
Moses chose one of each of the twelve 
tribes and sent them forth to spy out the 
land. Remember that God had told them: 
‘I am going to give it to you. It is the best 
land in that part of the earth, that you are 
inheriting.’ But when the twelve returned, 
ten of them said, ‘No, we don’t want to 
go up there. It is a terrible country in­
habited by giants. It would be better to 
go back to Egypt and be slaves. All that 
will happen is that we will be destroyed, 
because the people of that land are might­
ier than we.’ It was a bad report that was 
given on the land that God had given to 
the Israelites. Out of the twelve spies only 
two, Joshua and Caleb, came back with a 
good report. They were grateful for what 
God had provided, and they brought back 
proof that it was a prosperous land. They 
advised: ‘Let us go up right now!’ But the 
majority said: ‘Ah, no, we will stay right 
here. We are satisfied with things the way 
they are.’ The Israelites and ten of the 
spies who looked over the land were too 
indifferent to work for the inheritance 
God had promised them. The ten spies 
of little faith influenced the whole nation, 
and as a result the older generation never 
got into the Promised Land. Instead it 
was their children who received the 
promise, and Caleb and Joshua accom­
panied them into the Promised Land be­
cause they were faithful and gave a true 
report.

16 Do you have faith in God’s provisions 
today? Are you willing to go ahead under 
God’s direction? Is it your preference to
14. On the return of the twelve from spying out the 
Promised Land, how was lack of faith displayed, and 
with what consequence?
15. Hence what pertinent questions face us today, and 
how will we answer them?
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stay in this old, dying, corrupt world? or 
would you rather associate with people 
like Caleb and Joshua, forward-looking 
men who are fighters for the new world? 
If you prefer to follow Jehovah’s direction, 
then you will preach this gospel of the 
Kingdom in all the world for a witness and 
practice the true worship of the Most 
High.—Num. 13:1-33; 14:1-3.

16 Listen once more to the complaining 
Israelites at Kadesh in the fortieth year 
of their journey: “Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt, to bring us to this 
wretched place, since it is no place for 
grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegranates, 
nor is there any water to drink?” (Num. 
20:5, AT) The Israelites had not starved 
thus far on their journey. Their shoes had 
not even worn out, and they had not died 
of thirst. But there they were complaining 
again. No, they could not wait for Jehovah. 
The big issue was water. They wanted 
plenty of water, and they wanted it right 
away for themselves and for their cattle. 
And so they complained.

17 We find people like that today, even 
associated with God’s organization. Some 
have been with the organization for six 
months, others for a year, when soon we 
hear them complain and begin to say: 
‘Nothing is happening. I thought you said 
Armageddon was just a little way off. Why, 
I have known about this for a whole year 
now and Armageddon has not come yet. 
Do you think I am going to stick with 
this organization all my life?’ A few have 
the attitude that unless God runs things 
their way, they will not stay with it. But 
God has not asked us to advise him. We 
should be grateful to Jehovah for what 
he has given us. We understand his truths 
and appreciate his promises, and we be­
lieve them. We are happy in our worship 
and service and have the privilege of bring-
16. How did the Israelites complain at Kadesh, and why?
17. How do some today a short time with the truth 
show a lack of faith, and why are they not happy?

SfEeWATCHTOWER.



January 15, 1953 Sfre WATCHTOWER.

ing much comfort to people of good will. 
Those who can see this are rejoicing in 
their work at the present time, whereas 
the novice or critical person may not have 
learned it yet; perhaps he has not even 
taken the time to study. He just wants 
to complain. Such ones are very much like 
the Israelites who were never able to wait 
on Jehovah. As a result they have no hap­
piness, nor do they appreciate the pro­
visions God made in times past and is still 
making. They want things their way, not 
God’s.

18 Going back to the account of the 
Israelites again as they complained about 
the lack of water: Moses then told them 
they would get the water all right, but 
he neglected to give the praise to the One 
who gave him the power to produce water. 
Read the account in Numbers 20:10-13 

(AT; AS) : ‘Then Moses and Aaron gath­
ered the assembly in front of the rock, 
and he said to them, “ Listen, you rebels; 
is it from this rock that we have to pro­
duce water for you?” And raising his hand, 
Moses struck the rock with his staff twice, 
whereupon water in abundance gushed out, 
and the community and their cattle drank. 
But Jehovah said to Moses and Aaron, 
“Because you did not trust me by paying 
me due honor in the presence of the Israel­
ites, that is why you shall not bring this 
community into the land which I have 
given them.” These are the waters of 
Meribah [finding fault], where the Israel­
ites found fault with Jehovah, but where 
he vindicated himself among them.’ For 
failing to sanctify Jehovah before the 
Israelites who complained at this time 
Moses did not receive the inheritance the 
Lord Jehovah had promised them. Neither 
will those who complain today about God’s 
way of handling things and who do not 
give God the glory inherit the blessings
18. Why did Moses not enter the Promised Land, and 
with what warning to us today?
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of the new world. They will lose out before 
that, even though so near.

19 Moses as God’s servant for the congre­
gation certainly had a wonderful oppor­
tunity here to honor Jehovah and to direct 
the minds of the Israelites to the only true 
God. But Moses was very much displeased 
with the people; he looked at them as 
rebels and forgot that God was dealing 
with them. He should not have rebuked 
them in the manner he did. Even though 
they were complainers, still they were 
God’s organization and it was up to Jeho­
vah to handle them the way he wanted. 
If He wanted to give the Israelites water, 
that was his responsibility, and it was 
not Moses’ place to leave God out of the 
transaction. If Jehovah today wants to 
give more people the opportunity of hear­
ing the truth so that they may learn the 
way to life before Armageddon strikes, 
then it is not good for anyone of us to 
complain. Rather, we should rejoice that 
there is more time in which to preach the 
gospel. Of course, some will say that God 
is slow; but is it not due to Jehovah’s 
patience in these last days that thousands 
of people have learned of salvation? Read 
the account at 2 Peter 3:15 for yourself.

20 There are always some who will com­
plain and find fault. But why associate 
with complainers and get in their frame 
of mind? If God wants to give the truth 
to more people and gather together yet 
more of the other sheep, then we should 
be glad. Jehovah’s witnesses in these days 
are certainly happy that they still have 
the opportunity of preaching the good 
news. There is no reason for Jehovah’s 
witnesses to complain because they have 
more time to preach, but rather they 
should be happy to be permitted to con­
tinue in true worship. With joy they should 
say, ‘We received free, let us give free.’
19, 20. What should be, and is, the attitude of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses toward God’s giving further “water 
of truth” to the people?



< t > the Spirit of 
Complaint

T HOSE who have dedicated themselves 
to serve God must look to the in­

terests of God’s kingdom and the vindica­
tion of his name. They should never get 
puffed up or high-minded because of hav­
ing the truth or because of knowing the 
way to life. Just because they have this 
knowledge does not make them better 
than anyone else. But they have sense 
enough to take in this knowledge of truth, 
to get the understanding that is available 
to them, and to work in Jehovah’s in­
terests. They are grateful to Jehovah. Je­
hovah’s witnesses are not trying to find 
fault with the people who ask for them 
to visit them in their homes. Rather they 
are happy for the opportunity and ask the 
people of good will if it will be all right 
to come and study with them. They are 
anxious to share with the people what they 
have received. Having the truth, they want 
to give it to all who have an ear to hear, 
whether it be in the morning, afternoon, 
evening—any time convenient to the hear­
er. Jehovah says his people will sing his 
praises day and night in his temple, and 
this means that Jehovah’s witnesses must 
be carrying on true worship day and night, 
serving him by preaching the good news.

2 When we look back over the un­
happy experiences of the Israelites 
in the wilderness, we find that the 
troubles were due to complainers 
and faultfinders. But what happi­
ness could have been theirs if they 
had followed the arrangements of 
God! Faith was all they needed; it 
was such a simple matter. And the 
same is true today. If we fall in 
line with the arrangements that 
God is making for us, we show our 
faith. We can give the truth to 

others through our house-to-house wit­
nessing, and by so doing we can gain hap­
piness. There is no reason why we should 
not be happy in our living.

3 Let us look at things in a practical 
way. Students graduate from the Watch- 
tower Bible School of Gilead, and they 
move out into a missionary home. There 
is no reason why they should not get 
along in happiness, because they will be 
able to give the truth to others all the 
time in their new assignment. If petty 
difficulties and trials arise in the home be­
tween brothers there, we can be sure that 
at least one of them is at fault. But who 
is it? There is no doubt that the trouble 
lies with those who are quarreling; so the 
thing to do is to get them together and 
find out what is at the bottom of all the 
trouble. If each does a little giving or yield­
ing, that is, if there is a little giving from 
each side, the trouble probably can be 
straightened out and nothing more will be 
said about it.

4 If the difficulties are straightened out 
but grudges remain on both sides, there 
still will not be happiness. In a missionary

1. Are Jehovah’s witnesses trying to find fault with 
the people? And what shows whether?

2. What was the source of the troubles of the Israelites 
in the wilderness, and how can we show faith and 
gain happiness today?
3. How can difficulties be adjusted in a missionary 
home?
4. What do we need to do to make living together 
successful, and why ought we to do so?
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home you must want to get along with 
your brothers and your sisters. This is 
true, too, in any home; there must be a 
desire to get along with one another. Re­
member that all are servants of God just 
like yourself. You all have so much to 
live for because of your knowledge of the 
truth of God’s Word. You all want more 
knowledge. Already you have been given 
much information and you certainly know 
God’s Word as a result of your diligent 
study. But you still want to study; you 
still enjoy the reading of his Word, and 
you want to show your faith in it by 
communicating this good news to others. 
Now if all of you are of this same mind 
and are preaching the Word of God in 
the field, why can you not get along in 
agreement on other things? Why can we 
not live as God would have us live: in 
happiness, not complaining to one another? 
All we need to do to make living success­
ful is to give or yield a little. All in Jeho­
vah’s organization must render their true 
worship to him. They must show love also 
to their neighbor and strive for content­
ment in their life.

5 The psalmist said: “How happy the 
man who hath made Yahweh [or, Jeho­
vah] his confidence, who hath not turned 
unto the haughty, nor gone aside unto 
falsehood.” (Ps. 40:4, Ro) A proud man 
never has happiness. He thinks only of 
himself, not of his neighbor, and especially 
does he forget Jehovah his God. When 
Miriam and Aaron became haughty to­
ward Moses their brother, they were 
brought low; and today we can never 
become haughty if we realize our position 
before Jehovah, the Superior One. We are 
the inferiors; so there is no reason for us 
to get proud or big-headed. As soon as 
we do we are believing a falsehood; we 
think we are important. We fail to remem-
5. Why are the haughty believing a falsehood, and why 
are they not happy?
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ber that the great issue is the vindication 
of Jehovah’s name and the preaching of 
his message in all the world. By our daily 
service let us show that this is not the 
way we view the matter, but let us live 
in a way that will honor Jehovah’s name 
and purpose.

NOT FINDING FAULT OVER OPPOSITION 
AND PERSECUTION

8 Jehovah’s witnesses are not discour­
aged at this time because of the happenings 
in the world. We are in the midst of a 
wicked organization, ‘the Devil’s world,’ 
as the Bible calls it. It is filled with grief 
and sorrow and is in a miserable state; 
but there is no reason why Jehovah’s wit­
nesses should be unhappy even though liv­
ing in it. Though we are in it, we do not 
have to be a part of it. When we look at 
Jehovah’s organization, we marvel at its 
prosperity and its growth despite all the 
pressure that has been brought against it 
by those who oppose the good news. Jeho­
vah’s witnesses have seen their work 
stopped or hindered in many countries, but 
that does not discourage them. Are we now 
to complain to God and tell him he does not 
know how to run his business? Are we to 
look at Russia and say, “God, why have 
you failed to get missionaries of Jehovah’s 
witnesses into that land to preach?” We 
cannot dictate to God because of certain 
unhappy experiences that occur to Jeho­
vah’s witnesses behind the Iron Curtain. 
Those of Jehovah’s witnesses who are there 
have the same Word of God, and they are 
continuing to faithfully preach the good 
news. Jehovah’s witnesses in other coun­
tries where there is greater freedom should 
go about and preach the message of God’s 
kingdom even more extensively and be 
grateful that they have the opportunity. 
Do not neglect your freedom to speak in
6. Why should not we be unhappy over the repression 
of the witnesses in some lands, but rather what should 
we do?
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your territory. Sometimes our brothers in 
democratic lands where there is freedom 
of speech do not show as much zeal in 
going from house to house as the publish­
ers do who live in countries where there 
is continuous opposition.

7 Stop and think for a moment. What 
would you do if your government told you 
that you could not worship Jehovah God 
any longer and that you could not put 
your God ahead of the state? What would 
you do under those circumstances? Where 
would you find happiness? Would it be 
by changing your mind over to worship 
according to the decree of the state? Or 
would your happiness come only in 
worshiping Jehovah God as he directs 
through his Word? Would you quit preach­
ing to others if you encountered opposi­
tion? Or would you stand firm to preach 
the gospel as you had the opportunity? 
Would you complain as some do and say: 
“God, why did you bring this on me?” 
Maybe you would think: “Why could I 
not have been bom in some other country 
where there is not as much trouble? Why 
does not the Watch Tower Society move 
me from this country to another and have 
me preach there?” A true Christian serv­
ant of the Most High could not give up his 
preaching of the good news of God’s king­
dom. Oh, there are many things we could 
complain about; but if we have the right 
heart condition, we will be grateful to 
God for the opportunity to serve wher­
ever he sends us or wherever we may be, 
because we know that this gospel of the 
Kingdom must be preached everywhere. 
People are people no matter where we 
find them, and there are good and bad 
among them. If there are “ sheep” there, 
we want to find them.

8 Remember that God is directing his
7. What questions should we ask and answer about 
serving under conditions like those in such lands?
8. Why do Jehovah’s witnesses preach no matter where 
they are and under unfavorable conditions?
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organization, and he is going to have this 
gospel of the Kingdom preached in all the 
world for a witness. So no matter where 
we go, no matter what we have to do, we 
must stand firm to continue in that preach­
ing work. It is a work that must be done. 
We do not want to become complainers, 
for then we are apt to stop preaching the 
truth; and once we stop giving out the 
truth to others we shall lose our happiness. 
Many faithful witnesses today are happy 
even in prisons and concentration camps, 
and even in such places they keep busy 
by preaching the gospel to other inmates. 
Jehovah’s witnesses are happy in countries 
where the message of the Kingdom has 
been banned. They keep on talking about 
the truth though they have hard times 
with opposition and persecution. They re­
member that Peter said: “ Indeed, who is 
the man that will harm you if you be­
come zealous for what is good? But even 
if you should suffer for the sake of right­
eousness, you are happy. However, do not 
become afraid of what they are afraid 
of, neither become agitated. But sanctify 
the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
ready to make a defense before everyone 
that demands of you a reason for the hope 
in you, but doing so together with a 
mild temper and deep respect.”—1 Pet. 
3:13-15, NW.

9 Jehovah is very well pleased with those 
who are interested in the poor of this 
world, because it is this class of people 
who listen to the message of the Kingdom. 
The psalmist said: “How happy is he that 
is attentive to the poor, in the day of 
calamity will Yahweh deliver him: Yah- 
weh will preserve him and keep him alive 
and he shall be pronounced happy in the 
land, do not then give him up at the desire 
of his enemies!” (Ps. 41:1,2, Ro) We 
certainly cannot quit preaching this gospel
9. How is the one who is attentive to the poor happy
today?
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of the Kingdom just because it is the 
desire of our enemies. Rather, Jehovah’s 
witnesses will be pronounced happy if they 
keep these truths concerning Jehovah’s 
kingdom before the poor of the world, 
those who are sighing and crying because 
of the abominations of this old system. 
When we think of our brothers and sisters 
and of all the servants of God in other 
lands and how the enemy has kept them 
under assault, we should be very thankful 
to God for the freedom we have and should 
show our gratitude by preaching the gospel 
to a greater extent while we still have 
the opportunity. All should show their 
maturity by setting the right example in 
house-to-house witnessing, by conducting 
home Bible studies and by aiding the im­
mature ones to be more consistent in their 
field service.

10 Never allow yourself to start complain­
ing about the place you have in God’s 
organization. Instead be happy with the 
organization and stay in it. “How happy 
are the people who know the joyful sound! 
O Yahweh! in the light of thy countenance 
shall they firmly march along; in thy 
Name shall they exult all the day, and 
in thy righteousness shall they be exalted.” 
(Ps. 89:15,16, Ro) Jehovah’s people are 
very happy as they march along in holy 
array, keeping firm. All around the globe 
we hear God’s servants as they make a 
joyful sound of worship to Jehovah in holy 
formation. Each one must hold to his posi­
tion and try to improve his efficiency in 
the service. There is no reason to have any 
doubts as to the outcome of the matter. 
God’s Word has revealed his purposes to 
us; so his faithful servants in the earth 
know what he is going to do, and they 
should march shoulder to shoulder, never 
breaking their ranks. We realize that some 
will make mistakes, but that is no reason
10. Through what attitude and action respecting Jeho­
vah’s organization may we be happy?
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for complaint. The thing to do is to correct 
the mistakes.

HAPPY THROUGH CORRECTION
11 “How happy the man whom thou cor- 

rectest, O Yah! and whom out of thy law 
thou instructest!” (Ps. 94:12, Ro) If we 
were not corrected and we kept on going 
in our wrong way, we should soon find 
ourselves back in the Devil’s organization. 
The only way we can have happiness is 
by being corrected and by staying in line 
with the new system of things in Jehovah’s 
organization. The God of the heavens is 
not going to come down to earth or send 
some angel to sit down with us to explain 
matters to us. No, it may be that our 
brother will do the talking. It may be our 
mother or our father. It may be a company 
servant or a circuit servant who brings 
us the corrective information. It may come 
through the Watchtower magazine. It will 
come from within Jehovah’s organization, 
and it is for the benefit of those in the 
organization. The correction may hurt; 
it may hit hard, and if you cannot take the 
correction you are going to lose your hap­
piness. Of course, there is no joy at the mo­
ment the correction is given; but afterward 
when we see the error of our way and when 
we get back in line with God’s arrange­
ments again, then we can rejoice and ap­
preciate the value of the correction. “ It 
is for discipline you are enduring. God is 
dealing with you as with sons. . . . True, 
no discipline seems for the present to be 
joyous, but grievous; yet afterward to 
those who have been trained by it it yields 
peaceable fruit, namely, righteousness.” 
(Heb. 12:7,11, NW) The real servant of 
Jehovah will be glad for the correction; 
so it is true that a man who is corrected 
by Jehovah is happy.

12 Do not spurn correction. If someone
11. How is the person whom Jehovah corrects to keep 
happy for it?
12. How should we not spurn correction, and why not?



56
comes to you and starts telling you that 
you are wrong about something, listen to 
him. Do not get excited right away and 
say: “Well, now let me tell you something.” 
No, the thing to do is to listen to that 
person if he has something on his mind 
he believes he should tell you. Think— 
maybe there is something wrong with you, 
and probably there is, because we are all 
bom in sin and shaped in iniquity. There 
is one thing we know, that we want to 
remain in Jehovah’s organization. And if 
we are receiving a correction even though 
we have done no wrong, the correction 
still is not going to hurt us; but if we have 
done wrong, then the advice and counsel 
will be of great benefit to us and we shall 
not find ourselves slipping off into the 
Devil’s organization. If we ever find our­
selves outside Jehovah’s organization be­
cause of wrongdoing, we can be sure we 
shall never enjoy the same happiness in 
the world that we enjoyed in his organi­
zation. Therefore we must always keep 
our minds on the things of God. We must 
make our minds over and keep on correct­
ing ourselves.

13 We have already received much cor­
rection, especially at the time we came into 
the truth. We received correction in our 
understanding of God’s Word through 
Bible studies. All this correction was given 
to us in a very kindly manner and there 
is no reason why servants in the company 
or elder brothers should not still admonish 
us in a kindly way. It may be that some 
who have been in the truth ten or twenty 
years feel they do not need any correction. 
But remember, the children of Israel were 
in the wilderness for forty years, and they 
needed correction continually. Reproof and 
instruction are the way to life; so take the 
correction and profit by it. You will be 
happier for it.
13. Why should none feel they need no correction?
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CHILDREN AND YOUNGSTERS

14 “A kind man one may call a great 
man, but a faithful man who can find? As 
for a righteous man walking in his integ­
rity how happy are his children after him!” 
(Prov. 20:6,7, Ro) Jehovah’s witnesses 
fully appreciate the need of God’s spirit 
in order to walk in integrity and keep 
faithful to God. We want to see the chil­
dren of Jehovah’s witnesses grow up in the 
truth and stand firm too. It is not pleasant 
to see children act obstreperously. Some­
times it appears that the parents do not 
care how their children act. When we 
look at the younger generation even among 
those who are dissatisfied with conditions 
and who have turned to the truth, we 
sometimes find that they have a saucy, 
indifferent attitude. Of course, that is the 
way the world trains its children, to be 
tough. But when a person begins to study 
God’s Word and to make his mind over, 
he should see that people can get along 
much better by following the principle of 
love, not by trying to show toughness. In 
these last days of the Devil’s organization 
when we find so much discontent in the 
homes and among the people of the world, 
it is no surprise that when new ones come 
into the organization they sometimes bring 
along some of that old-world attitude with 
them. But our ways are not God’s ways, 
and his thoughts are much higher than 
our thoughts; so we must change.

13 Once in a while we hear a young 
brother, eighteen or nineteen years of age 
and who may have been in the truth from 
the time he was in his early teens, who 
starts to tell some of his older brothers 
what should be done and how to do it. 
He thinks that, even though in his youth, 
he knows how to run Jehovah’s organi-
14. How should the children of the righteous be helped 
to be happy?
15. How do some young in years show impertinence 
toward Jehovah’s organization, and what is the cor­
rective for such youngsters?
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zation better than those who have been in 
it for fifteen or twenty years. The young 
Jad, when he has not been properly trained 
by his parents, feels that he is fully quali­
fied and tries to do things his own way. 
But these young folks still have to learn 
what the older ones in the truth learned 
years ago. They must learn obedience and 
patience, and above all they must learn 
the truth from God’s Word. They must 
make their minds over and start absorbing 
knowledge before they can give admoni­
tion to others. It is often observed, too, 
that when some responsibility is placed 
on young folks who feel that they are 
qualified, they fall down on their responsi­
bilities. They do not like to carry the load, 
and lose their interest in it. So youth 
should accept wisdom from those who are 
older and thus gain knowledge. Title or 
position is of no value, but giving glory 
and honor to Jehovah’s name is the im­
portant thing.

16 Maturity is necessary in Jehovah’s 
organization because responsibility always 
accompanies a position of supervision. Re­
member the apostle Paul said: “ If any man 
is reaching out for an office of overseer, 
he is desirous of a right kind of work.
. . . not a newly converted man, for fear 
that he might get puffed up with pride and 
fall into the judgment passed upon the 
Devil.” (1 Tim. 3:1-6, WW) So it is good 
to seek the right kind of work, but keep 
studying and training so that you are well 
qualified for it, and you will have God’s 
blessing.

17 Moses was in Jehovah’s organization a 
long time, and he was able to carry re­
sponsibility and handle it well. But when 
he had the nation of Israel crying on his 
shoulder, he said: ‘Let me die.’ The Israel­
ites were not much of a help to this grand
16. Why, according to the apostle Paul, should such 
not be entrusted with a high responsible position?
17. Why should those under a load of responsibility 
not want to get away from it as Moses once did? 
And does that make for happiness?
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leader who pictured the greater one to 
come, Christ Jesus, who is our Leader now. 
But the point made here is this: responsi­
bility brings with it great burdens, and one 
must be mature to hold up under them. 
However, we never want to feel as Moses 
did and want to get away from it all. There 
is no reason why we should feel that way, 
because Jehovah’s organization today is 
peaceful, prosperous and happy. The serv­
ants are co-operative and want to help in 
every way to see that this great work is 
accomplished to the honor, glory and vin­
dication of Jehovah’s name. There is a 
work to be done at the end of this system 
of things. The gospel of the Kingdom must 
be preached before the accomplished end 
comes, and whether it comes in five years, 
ten years or more years within this genera­
tion should not make any difference to 
Jehovah’s witnesses. They are God’s minis­
ters, and they want to be faithful to the 
task. God has given them the work to do, 
and his servants are happy to bear the 
whole load of responsibility. They have 
taken on the work, and, by his undeserved 
kindness, they are going to keep on doing it 
until it is finished. You who have started 
in this work, stay in it and always give 
the good message you have to those who 
want to hear. As long as you continue 
giving freely of the truth, you will enjoy 
happiness in great measure.

18 The great trouble to hinder our preach­
ing work will not come from within God’s 
organization; but, as Christ Jesus indi­
cated, it will be by pressure from the 
Devil’s organization outside. Jesus told his 
disciples: “Happy are you when people 
reproach you and persecute you and lyingly 
say every kind of wicked thing against 
you for my sake. Rejoice and leap for 
joy, since your reward is great in the 
heavens; for in that way they persecuted
18. Why should those falsely accused and persecuted be 
happy, and how should they express it?
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the prophets prior to you.” (Matt. 5:11,12, 
NW) Yes, Jehovah’s witnesses can be hap­
py under reproach and persecution. So 
happy are they that they leap for joy. 
That is an expression of happiness! It is 
because God’s servants know they are on 
the right side and that they have the truth. 
They can be happy even though people 
lie about them, and even though perse­
cution is great they will keep right on 
talking to others, not to the persecutors, 
but to onlookers and even to those who 
may be imprisoned with them. When you 
once learn there is more happiness in giv­
ing the truth to others than in just re­
ceiving it, then you will keep on giving it 
even though every kind of wicked action 
is brought against you. You know your 
doing so brings honor to Jehovah and to 
his Son Christ Jesus.

18 It is necessary to stay in God’s organi­
zation. And it is what you do with what 
you know that will bring you happiness. 
It is not who you are or whom you know 
that brings contentment in living. Remem­
ber, “Jehovah giveth wisdom; out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and understand­
ing.”  (Prov. 2:6, AS) Each person must 
stand on his own feet to obtain happiness. 
For Mary it was not merely being Jesus’ 
mother that brought her happiness, but it 
was the truth she knew concerning her 
Son that made her especially happy. You 
have read about the woman who called 
out from the crowd and said: “Happy is 
the womb that carried you and the breasts 
that you sucked!” But Jesus said, “No, 
rather, Happy are those hearing the word 
of God and keeping it!” (Luke 11:27,28, 
NW) Knowing the mother of Jesus was 

not the important thing, nor did her bear­
ing the Savior in itself bring complete 
happiness. The real thing, as Jesus pointed 
out, is hearing the word of God and keep-
19, 20. Rather than being somebody or knowing some­
body, what brings the complete happiness?

Brooklyn , N. Y.
ing it, being a real servant and a true 
worshiper of Jehovah God. That is what 
brings happiness.

20 So we can see that one’s position in 
Jehovah’s organization, whether he has 
graduated from the Watchtower Bible 
School of Gilead and has become a mission­
ary, or whether he is a company servant 
or a circuit servant or is in a branch 
home, does not necessarily make that per­
son happy. It is not the position that gives 
the happiness, but what he is doing in that 
position. Has he heard the word of God 
and is he keeping it? If he is, and if he 
is serving his brothers well, giving of 
what he has to help his brothers and the 
people of good will, then he will be happy. 
The truth is what is important, not the 
position. So while many in Jehovah’s 
organization have different positions, these 
positions are not to be glorified or 
worshiped or honored, but the work that 
is done is what is pleasing to him. And, 
of course, anyone who pleases Jehovah 
God is certain to please his brothers in 
the truth. If the truth is in you and you 
live according to the truth, then you will 
be a happy person.

21 Listen to the words of James: “He 
who peers into the perfect law that belongs 
to freedom and who persists in it, this 
man, because he has become, not a for­
getful hearer, but a doer of the work, will 
be happy in his doing it.” (Jas. 1:25, NW) 
That is the only thing that is going to 
bring happiness: giving, talking, preaching 
the good news of the Kingdom to other 
people. The receiving of a diploma or the 
holding of an office might make a person 
a forgetful hearer if he begins thinking 
that he knows it all now. Of him who has 
much, more will be required; therefore 
every person in God’s organization should 
be more zealous and diligent to perform
21. Rather than a forgetful hearer, who is the happy 
person, regardless of his position?
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tiie work that God has committed into 
his care. Let us keep making our minds 
over to think as God thinks, in his new 
system of things, and then gain happiness 
by giving.

SOURCES OF HAPPINESS

22 Jehovah’s servants are happy today 
because they have faith in God’s Word 
and in Jehovah himself. They do not ex­
pect any miracles to be performed in their 
behalf in these days nor any outward sign 
to help keep them in Jehovah’s organiza­
tion. Jehovah’s Word is sufficient for his 
people to follow. It has made us free from 
the Devil’s organization, and we propose 
to remain free. Paul was happy in his 
work because he had ‘the glorious good 
news of the happy God, with which he 
was entrusted’. (1 Tim. 1:11, NW) Our 
God is a happy God, and since we are made 
in his image and likeness there is no reason 
why we should not be happy also. His 
happiness came through giving, and he 
has given us so much that we have plenty 
to give to others. All normal creatures 
want to live. We love life, and we want 
to get the best out of it. The one thing 
we want most from life is happiness, for 
life without happiness would be dull and 
uninteresting.

23 Today men seek for happiness in many 
ways. Some receive it from their family 
or close friends, others by visiting the 
seashore or the woods or by playing with 
their children. But the greatest happiness 
comes from giving to others rather than 
from just receiving pleasure. While we 
take great delight in receiving things from 
our earthly friends and in giving to those 
we love, our greatest friends are Jehovah 
God and Christ Jesus. They have given 
us so much in knowledge and understand-
22. Why is Jehovah the “happy God” , and so what 
should we want to be?
23. How do some seek happiness, but what contributes 
the greatest happiness to us?
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ing that we can give of this in abundance 
to others. “This means everlasting life 
[to those others], their taking in knowl­
edge of you, the only true God, and of the 
one whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” 
—John 17:3, NW.

24 Never let it happen that we come to 
the point where we no longer want to 
give to others the truth that we have re­
ceived. If we ever come to such a state 
of mind where we do not want to tell 
someone else about the glorious provisions 
that Jehovah God has made through his 
Son Christ Jesus and we become ashamed 
of the true religion, then Jehovah God will 
become ashamed of us. There will be no 
place in Jehovah’s organization for such a 
person. Also never let us be deceived into 
thinking that we have done enough now 
in Jehovah’s service. We should not think 
that because we have been in the truth for 
forty or fifty years or even longer we can 
retire from service. As long as we have 
breath we must praise Jehovah. Remember 
that we expect to live thousands of years, 
yes, on into the millions of years, even into 
time indefinite, right in Jehovah’s organi­
zation. It will be a pure and clean organi­
zation and every one in it will be worship­
ing Jehovah. So why should we now think 
of stopping our worship and service be­
cause we are sixty or seventy years of age?

28 What a joy it is now for a young girl 
or a young boy to start serving Jehovah, 
to begin making the mind over in youth, 
to begin thinking as God thinks, to study 
his Word and to be filled with it, to have 
these fine qualities that a Christian must 
possess of love, devotion, patience and 
kindness! With all this and with the spirit 
of giving, what happiness can be theirs 
for all eternity!
24. Why should we never come to the point of not 
wanting to give the truth out to others?
25. How can the youthful ones early attain happiness?
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28 Let us all be content with what Jeho­

vah God has given us and look well to the 
responsibilities that have been placed upon 
us. Let us serve our brothers with joy and 
gladness. It was the writer of the Proverbs 
who said, “Remove far from me falsehood 
and lies; give me neither poverty nor 
riches; feed me with the food that is need­
ful for me: lest I be full, and deny thee, 
and say, Who is Jehovah? Or lest I be poor, 
and steal, and use profanely the name of 
my God.” (Prov. 30:8,9, Jehovah’s 
witnesses today do not want the riches 
of this world, nor do they want the poverty. 
Instead we ask as Jesus taught his disciples 
to pray: “Give us today our bread for this 
day.” All we need are the necessities of 
life: shelter, food and clothing. With these 
and with godly devotion we should be 
content. God has promised all the neces­
sary things to keep us alive and active 
in his service, and we put forth daily effort 
to obtain these for ourselves and our fami­
ly. But more than that, we do not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that pro­
ceeds from out of the mouth of God. 
—Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4.
26. Rather than the world’s riches and poverty, what 
do we want and how do we strive to get it?
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27 So then it is in the abundance of 
knowledge that we want to be rich. We 
want to be removed far from falsehoods 
and lies. We never want to deny our God 
Jehovah. Because they do not take Jeho­
vah’s name in vain, Jehovah’s witnesses 
are the happiest people in the world. They 
do not have the burden or the responsibili­
ty of trying to patch up this old world and 
hold it together. However, they do have 
the answer for today’s problems and the 
most comforting, cheerful and optimistic 
message anyone can hear and the one with 
the most far-reaching effects. They have 
the message of the kingdom of God which 
will bring blessings of prosperity and hap­
piness to all those who love righteousness. 
They will keep on giving this message, for 
they know there is more happiness in 
giving than in receiving. So whether you 
are a company publisher, a pioneer, a cir­
cuit servant, a district servant, a mission­
ary, a worker in a branch or anywhere 
else in Jehovah’s organization, hold to 
your position faithfully. Continue to give 
out the good news, worshiping Jehovah in 
holy array.
27. So in what do we want to be rich, and how shall 
we continue to be the happiest people on earth?
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spoken word of Jehovah God 

carries greater power than that at
the disposal of all this world’s atom- 
smashing scientists and far greater efficacy 
than anything concocted by modern medi­
cine’s wizards of healing. Jehovah spoke 
into existence the depths of the fathomless 
universe, molding it to his will. When our 
primitive earth was swathed in darkness, 
“God said—Light be. And light was.” 

Gen. 1:3, Ro.

Think, therefore, of the force and power 
behind the message contained in the Bible, 
God’s Word. Some presumptuous men set 
themselves up as the Bible’s critics, hasti­
ly overlooking the long period of divine in­
spiration during which God’s spirit rested 
upon the many varied men from diverse 
walks of life to compose one harmonious 
book pointing up one all-absorbing pur­
pose, God’s sovereignty and its vindication 
by his kingdom. Critics have brushed aside
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all recognition of the undeniable way in 
which Bible prophecy has been fulfilled. 
Such ones infer that God spent 1,600 years 
on a masterpiece only to await their judg­
ment upon where it should rank in respect 
to books that are of mere human origin. 
Can they destroy the Word that declared 
the beginning of creation?

Does this mean then that Bible believers 
worship a book? No, but in the case of the 
Bible they worship the One who is revealed 
therein. They readily conform themselves 
to the formula for pleasing God which the 
Bible unfolds. They do these things be­
cause in the Bible, alone of all literature 
in this world, is the way to life. In prayer 
to his Father, the Bible’s great Author, 
Jesus had the right attitude and did not 
try to exalt himself to the position of critic 
of God. (1 Tim. 6:19; John 17:3,17,
His earthly life left a glowing example 
for championing God’s Word, moving his 
future apostle Paul to write:

“Keep this mental attitude in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus, who, although he 
was existing in God’s form, gave no con­
sideration to a seizure, namely, that he 
should be equal to God. . . .  Keep doing all 
things free from murmurings and argu­
ments, that you may come to be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without a 
blemish in among a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you are shining 
as illuminators in the world, keeping a 
tight grip on the word of life, that I may 
have cause for exultation in Christ’s day, 
that I did not run in vain or work hard in 
vain.”—Phil. 2:5-16, N

“Keeping a tight grip on the word of 
life” today certainly means upholding the 
most important name in that Word, the 
name of its author, Jehovah. In the He­
brew Scripture canon the name Jehovah 
appears 6,823 times; yet some seek to hide 
that name! If Jehovah is our life-giver, if 
we must leam his purposes to conform to
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them and win his favor and have life, then 
must we not at the very start leam his 
name, the name that is our “strong tower” 
of refuge, the name of Him that is the 
“ fountain of life” , the name of the rightful 
great “King over all the earth” ?—Prov. 
18:10; Ps. 36:9; Zech. 14:9,

In 1950 the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society released the New World Transla­
tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures, a 
literal, modern-speech translation which 
presented scholarly support for its position 
in rendering the divine name consistently 
in the Greek Scriptures, or “New Testa­
ment” . For this and its many splendid 
features this work won the admiration of 
unbiased authorities of many quarters.

What a privilege to be on the side of 
God’s Word today, its upholders and de­
fenders, not its opposers! Think of it—to 
be used as messengers as the word of life 
flows out, fills the earth, eventually to cov­
er it as the waters do the sea! (Hab. 2:14) 
Certainly none of the other instrumental­
ities of God’s creation question the wisdom 
of his Word. The stars do not. The planets 
do not. The animals following their natural 
laws do not. The floral life does not. And 
by Jehovah’s undeserved kindness we will 
not. We will not, as the scoffers, deride the 
timeliness of the Word of life’s message, 
clinging to the old life of this dying world 
as better, smarter or more practical. “ ‘All 
flesh is as vegetation, and all its glory 
is as a flower of the vegetation; the vege­
tation becomes withered, and the flower 
falls off, but the word spoken by Jehovah 
endures forever.’ Well, this is the ‘word 
spoken’, this which has been declared to 
you as good news.”— 1 Pet. 1:23-25, NW.

This good news we, as God’s living serv­
ants today, obediently offer to all mankind 
of good will toward God. It is all we can do 
and the best. The Word of God endures. 
You want to endure, do you not? Then read 
it, study it, believe it, follow it and live it.
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•  What is meant by Ecclesiastes 7:16,17, 
where we are told to “be not righteous over 
much” and “be not over much wicked” ? 
—C. R., Pennsylvania.

To give a little more of the setting and also 
clarify the expressions by using modern speech, 
we quote Ecclesiastes 7:15-18 from An Ameri­
can Translation: “I have seen all sorts of things 
in my empty life: for example, the righteous 
man perishing in his righteousness, and the 
wicked prolonging his life in his wickedness. 
Do not be over-righteous, and be not excessively 
wise; why should you ruin yourself? Be not 
over-wicked, nor play the fool; why should you 
die before your time? It is well that you lay 
hold of one thing, and also that your hand 
let not go of another; for he who fears God 
will come forth with both.” Moffatt's rendering 
of verse 18 is interesting: “The best way is 
to take the one line, and yet not avoid the 
other; he who stands in awe of God shall 
avoid both extremes.”

This admonition to avoid both extremes 
seems to be the key to unlock the meaning 
of these verses. Some are extreme in their 
views concerning righteousness, and look down 
upon others as being wicked if they do not 
measure up to the extremists' conceptions of 
what is righteous. Of this class were those 
in Isaiah's time who said: “Stand by thyself, 
come not near to me; for I am holier than 
thou.” But rather than considering them holy 
Jehovah says of them: “These are a smoke 
in my nose, a fire that burneth all the day.” 
(Isa. 65:5) Similarly self-righteous were the 
scribes and Pharisees of Jesus' day, who 
thought themselves so righteous and others so 
wicked. This is highlighted by an illustration 
Jesus gave, as follows:

“He spoke this illustration also to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and who considered the rest as nothing: Two 
men went up into the temple to pray, the one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood and began to pray these things 
to himself: “O God, I thank you I am not as

the rest of men, extortioners, unrighteous, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector, I 
fast twice a week, I give the tenth of all 
things I acquire.” But the tax collector standing 
at a distance was not willing even to raise 
his eyes heavenward, but kept beating his 
chest, saying: “O God, be gracious to me a 
sinner.” I tell you, This man went down to his 
home proved more righteous than that man; 
because everyone that exalts himself will be 
humiliated, but he that humbles himself will 
be exalted."'—Luke 18:9-14, NW.

The Pharisee thought himself so righteous, 
and adulterers and even the tax collector 
wicked and far below him; yet it was the 
apparently wicked tax collector that was more 
righteous in God's sight. And Jesus said on 
another occasion to the self-righteous chief 
priests and older men of influence: “Truly I 
say to you that the tax collectors and the 
harlots are going ahead of you into the kingdom 
of God.” That is, after abandoning their op­
pressions and immoralities. (Matt. 21:23,31, 
NW) The self-exalted Jewish religionists were 
not righteous and wise according to God's 
Word, but according to their traditions of men, 
which Jesus said went counter to the command­
ments of God. (Matt. 15:1-9) Their righteous­
ness was all outward show. It was so bogged 
down in fussiness over ceremony and ritual 
and minor matters that it never did get around 
to fulfilling the weightier matters. (Matt. 23:23- 
32) These Jewish religionists were both right­
eous and wise, but only in their own eyes 
and in their own conceit. Certainly they were 
not so regarded by God and Christ, for they 
were told that the eternally destructive judg­
ment of Gehenna awaited them. (Matt. 23:33) 
In righteousness such as theirs they were to 
perish.

These self-righteous ones, on the other hand, 
considered the true servants of God wicked. 
They heaped abuse and beatings upon the 
faithful, accusing them of being evil sedition- 
ists and blasphemers and profaners of the 
temple. (Acts 17:5-8; 24:5,6) By the men of 
Satan's world Christians are viewed as wicked, 
as Jesus foretold: “Happy are you when people 
reproach you and persecute you and lyingty 
say every kind of wicked thing against you for 
my sake.” (Matt. 5:11, NW) But let Satan's 
dupes view the service of Christians as wicked 
if they wish; nonetheless it is by such so- 
called “wickedness” that Christians prolong 
their lives. Yet they must be cautious not to
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become over-righteous, that is, becoming fanati­
cal and extreme on immaterial or minor points, 
doting on character development to appear 
righteous in their own eyes, all to the neglect 
of real service as a witness of Jehovah. Neither 
should they become wise in their own eyes. 
That would mean their ruin. Of course, they 
must* not be over-wicked, actually committing 
wrongs against God and man, and rightly 
"suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a busybody in other people's matters” . 
They will not play the fool and deny God, 
and bring upon themselves untimely death. 
—Ps. 14:1; 1 Pet. 4:15, NW.

With the foregoing in view, it seems that 
Ecclesiastes 7:15-18 is telling us not to affect 
extraordinary righteousness as an outward 
show and try to appear so righteous in our 
own eyes and in the eyes of others, for we 
would perish in that sort of hypocritical right­
eousness. Nor are we to seek excessive wisdom 
to shine before others, for that would not be 
true wisdom but only a wisdom in our own 
conceited eyes, and would bring us to ruin. 
We will strive to prolong our lives by serving 
God, even though this may be viewed as wicked 
by the world under Satan. We will not, however, 
sink to real wickedness in God's sight and 
bring upon us destruction from him. So we 
will lay hold of godly righteousness but will 
shun the extreme of Pharisaical self-righteous­
ness, and we will not let go of the so-called 
"wickedness” of God's service but will always 
shun the extremes of real wickedness. Thus 
we can serve God acceptably and at the same 
time not go to extremes, neither trying to 
appear more righteous than we really are nor 
becoming actually wicked just to avoid ap­
pearing like character developers.

•  What does Solomon mean when he says he 
found a true man in a thousand, but never 
a true woman?—J. K., New Hampshire.

Ecclesiastes 7:27-29 states (AT):  " ‘See, this 
is what I have found,' says Koheleth, ‘adding 
one to one to find the total, which I have 
sought repeatedly, but not found; one man 
out of a thousand have I found, but not a
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woman have I found among all these. Only 
see this which I have found, that God made 
mankind upright, but they have sought out 
many contrivances.' ” Moffatt renders verse 
28 as follows: "Here is what I have found, 
says the Speaker: one true man in a thousand, 
but never a true woman!”

This can hardly be taken to mean that men 
are better than women. It cannot be taken 
literally to mean that there are no true women, 
for the Bible speaks of faithful women, and 
there are more women who are Jehovah’s wit­
nesses today than there are men. Solomon 
could have been speaking from his personal 
experience, for he had a thousand wives and 
concubines all told. There may not have been 
a single one of these that was devoted to 
Jehovah God, though he doubtless did know 
some men who were faithful to God. So he may 
have had his own unhappy domestic situation 
in mind when he wrote as he did.

However, there is another possible meaning 
that seems more sound. One thousand is a 
multiple of ten, which represents earthly com­
pleteness. So the thousand may refer to all 
the women ever to live on the earth, not 
one of which was or is a perfect woman. Eve 
did not remain such, in fact never did pass 
the test that would have shown her perfect 
in integrity to God. The virgin mother of Jesus, 
Mary, was not perfect. As for men, the thou­
sand there would also represent earthly com­
pleteness and embrace all the men that ever 
lived upon the earth. The situation of men is 
different from that of women. Whereas there 
has never been a perfect woman that held 
faultless obedience to Jehovah God, there has 
been one such man, namely Christ Jesus. He 
is the one true, perfect man, and the only one 
that ever lived on the earth. So it is very 
likely that this great truth is embraced by 
the words of Solomon at Ecclesiastes 7:27-29. 
The conclusion announced in verse 29 is a 
sweeping summation that embraces all man­
kind, man as a race rather than men as con­
trasted with women, and thus it supports the 
view last presented rather than the first pos­
sibility that Solomon's words might be refer­
ring to his own personal experience.



“ WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of March 1: Unhappy Complainers; also, 
Dispelling the Spirit of Complaint, U1-5.

Week of March 8: Dispelling the Spirit of 
Complaint, fi 6-27.
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