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MINISTERS OF GOOD NEWS AT YOUR DOOR

GOOD news at your front door! That 
is what Jesus Christ prophesied for 

these critical times. “ Look! I am standing 
at the door and knocking. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come 
into his house and take the evening meal 
with him and he with me.” True Christian 
ministers make a like approach to the peo­
ple “because even Christ suffered for you, 
leaving you a model for you to follow his 
steps closely” .-Rev. 3:20; IPet. 2:21,

Who are the ministers of good news? 
Jesus predicted today’s unparalleled woes 
and bad news, but simultaneously said: 
“This good news of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the inhabited earth for the 
purpose of a witness to all the nations, and 
then the accomplished end will come.” 
(Matt. 24:14, NW) Necessarily, the wit­
nesses of the birth of Jehovah’s kingdom by 
Christ would be Jehovah’s witnesses. Some 
will want us to leave it to Christendom’s 
more than 250 sects to declare the message. 
But how can they, when they ridicule its 
timeliness, persecute its preachers, and 
teach unscriptural doctrines in its stead? 
And how many would hear it if it were left 
confined to the four walls of an orthodox 
sectarian cathedral or “church” building? 
In the United States, 1950 statistics, which 
were considered high, revealed that only 
fifty-seven per cent of the population was 
enrolled in church membership. This leaves 
some 65,000,000 persons unaccounted for, 
and when those that attend church only

very irregularly are included, it is safe to 
say that from seventy to one hundred mil­
lion in this country alone sire not adequate­
ly reached. Yet all the spiritually needy 
over the earth have pulpits ready and wait­
ing for a minister to arrive, step in and 
preach to them. Unbelievable? No, these 
pulpits are their own front doorways!

Surprised moderns need not voice amaze­
ment at the appearance of God’s ministers 
at their doors. Jehovah commissioned his 
pre-Christian prophets for such style of 
preaching. Faithful Isaiah was told to keep 
at it until the locale of his activity was 
desolated, “ until cities be waste without in­
habitant, and houses without man.” A 
mighty message through Ezekiel resound­
ed “by the walls and in the doors of the 
houses” . With good authority, then, Jesus 
sent his early followers to the homes with 
a message that would divide the inhabi­
tants, adding: “ If the house is deserving, 
let the peace you wish it come upon it.” 
And he personally took the lead, “from city 
to city and from village to village, preach­
ing and declaring the good news of the 
kingdom of God.”—Isa. 6:11; Ezek. 33:30, 
AS; Matt. 10:11-13; Luke 8:1,

In his general witness work Jesus called 
at the homes of “ all kinds of men” , “ to seek 
and to save what was lost.” He invited him­
self to Zacchaeus’ home and, after that 
chief tax collector had accepted his mes­
sage, said: “This day salvation has come to 
this house.” At a certain ruler’s house he
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restored that one’s daughter from death. 
He sent orders to an army officer’s abode to 
heal his slave. A  “woman named Martha 
received him as guest into the house” , 
where Jesus found her sister Mary to be 
very much interested, for she “sat down 
at the feet of the Master and kept listening 
to his word” . Martha’s anxiety over mate­
rial things Jesus here said was in vain, 
proving that the spiritual provisions he 
served were always the motivating pur­
pose of his calls.—Luke 19:5-10; Matt. 
9:23-26; Luke 7:2-10; 10:38-42, NW.

So it would appear that house-to-house 
work was meant again when, following the 
outpouring of the holy spirit at the feast 
of Pentecost, A.D. 33, the disciples were de­
scribed “continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house” . (Acts 2:46) Certainly we 
know that Jesus’ followers expanded the 
private home ministry to marvelous limits 
after his death and resurrection. Despite

Brooklyn, N. Y.

warning from the authorities to cease, 
“every day in the temple and from house 
to house they continued without letup 
teaching and declaring the good news about 
the Christ, Jesus.” (Acts 5:42, Paul 
tells how anxious he was to discharge his 
apostleship in a thorough manner. Note 
the means he used to ensure this: “ I did 
not hold back from telling you any of the 
things that were profitable nor from teach­
ing you publicly and from house to house.” 
—Acts 20:20, NW.

How natural in view of all this that, with 
the immense task of preaching the good 
news of the Kingdom throughout the earth 
in this complex modern world, Jehovah’s 
organization should lean so heavily on the 
age-old Scriptural door-to-door ministry! 
Difficult as the task is even with this help, 
it would be impossible without it. Still there 
are problems to be overcome in doing this 
work effectively. Just how we will now 
consider.

fffieWATCHTOWEFL

Preaching Effectively 
at the Doors

W HAT brings the minister of good 
news to the door? To find the 

Right Shepherd’s “other sheep” , a unique 
and blessed pursuit. If for his public lec­
tures God’s minister prepares earnestly, 
should he not prepare equally well for the 
task of confronting each door in a manner 
much more intimate than is possible with 
any one of the listeners in a public hall? 
As the Right Shepherd’s representative he 
should be a pleasing example, able to relay 
the Shepherd’s voice without distortion.

The exemplary apostle Paul, in his effort 
to reach all and not stumble any by his

message, said:
“For, though I 
am Jree from 
all persons, I
have made myself the slave to all, that I 
may gain the most persons. And so to the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
Jews; to those under law I became as under 
law, . . .  I have become all things to people 
of all kinds, that I might by all means save 
some.” (1 Cor. 9:19,20,22, NW )This does 
not mean to affect a false front of super­
ficial worldly wisdom to impress the intel­
lectual. The real sheep will be weary of such
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vain speculations anyway and will welcome 
God’s wisdom as a refreshing change. In 
it they will recognize the voice of, no, not 
you, but the “right shepherd” . (John 10:14, 
NW) Furthermore, such persons are in 

need of far more than mere mental exer­
cise. They need what false religion and 
worldly philosophy have not given them; 
they need love, sympathy, understanding. 
Given these, those disposed to be sheep­
like will respond. They will see your sin­
cerity and open their minds. The good news 
will have been successfully introduced.

Still, weightier matters of Bible truth 
and argument must follow. The Christian 
minister’s appeal should consistently be to 
the mind rather than to the emotions of 
the householder. The most sincere of listen­
ers will likely have some question or ob­
jection that must be removed before fur­
ther progress can be made. If we can com­
bine adequate and ready answers with 
sincerity and warmth of decorum, we will 
have fashioned a twofold weapon for ef­
fective use of “ the sword of the spirit, that 
is, God’s word” . (Eph. 6:17, True, 
many initial objections are stock phrases 
used to rid the doorway of pests and ped­
dlers. Often these can be ignored, the 
weight of the Kingdom message speaking 
for itself and clearing up any question as 
to the minister’s purpose in calling. But 
more often the seemingly minor plaints 
must be dealt with. In doing so be brief, 
escaping an argument over incidentals, not 
fumbling the opportunity to proceed into 
more constructive Scriptux’al teachings.

A few of the commoner objections pre­
sented to the house-to-house minister fol­
low. The answers given may not always be 
appropriate and they should not be memo­
rized. They only illustrate possibilities. Far 
more effective will be the minister’s own 
words with sincere conviction, and espe­
cially a good knowledge of the Bible lit­
erature he is presenting, keeping in mind
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points it covers that are helpful in meeting 
various arguments.

TURNING ASIDE OBJECTIONS TO THE MINISTRY

Householder: The Bible is all I need.
Publisher: Not quite. You also need 

God’s spirit, for without that you could 
never understand the Bible. Many Bible 
writers could not understand what they 
had written because God’s spirit that in­
spired the writing had not yet opened those 
prophecies for understanding. Today many 
prophecies are being fulfilled and the Bible 
is widely distributed, but God’s spirit is 
still active; it will yet assist those who seek 
the mind of the Lord. You are wise in ob­
taining a Bible. Be equally wise in accept­
ing a God-given help to understand it.

Householder: I have my own church.
Publisher: True, you have your own 

church, your neighbor on the right has his 
own chui’ch, and your neighbor on the left 
has her own church. It is also true that 
Christ Jesus has his own church. Is your 
church his church? Can you prove it by the 
Bible?

Or to this one might also say: Nor would 
I seek to force your conversion from yours 
to another sect. But surely your church 
can stand to have a better Bible student in 
its midst. Our literature is nonsectarian 
and will acquaint you with the Bible, not 
another sect.

Householder: You are against religion.
Publisher: Hardly that, since by occu­

pation I am a minister of religion. Of 
course, I do not subscribe to every reli­
gious doctrine. Neither do you. In Jesus’ 
day only one group claimed Christianity; 
today more than 250 sects make this claim. 
Obviously some must be wrong in some 
way. We are s i m p l y  e n g a g e d  in re­
establishing the beliefs of the one true re­
ligion. From what you say, I believe this 
would interest you.

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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Householder: I am a Catholic.
Publisher: Then we have a very im­

portant point in common. I know from ex­
perience that Catholics do not believe in 
sectarianism, and neither do Jehovah’s 
witnesses. We both know that Christ 
founded only one true church, not hun­
dreds. Our work seeks to educate Chris­
tians to the Scriptural idea of “one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism” . I wonder if you 
would like to consider the Bible proof we 
have found.

Householder: I am a Jew.
Publisher: Splendid. I find consulting 

with Jewish persons to be an invaluable aid 
in the work I am doing. You see, like you 
we are opposed to all intolerance. And we 
feel the real hope for defeating that men­
ace is the acceptance of the true worship 
of Jehovah God. The ancient Jewish nation 
was in a special covenant with Jehovah. 
Its prophets sounded God’s messages and 
recorded them under divine inspiration. 
Today those prophecies are being explained 
and we feel that united belief in their com­
mon hope for all mankind will remedy all 
disunity and intolerance.

Householder: You are against the gov­
ernment.

Publisher: No, I am against only cor­
rupt government, and, of course, I sup­
pose you are too. But in our study of the 
causes for corruption in government we 
find the Scriptural reason for a general 
lack of integrity in human rule and the 
reason for its many failures. Please look 
into this publication for the cause and the 
solution.

Householder: I am too busy.
Publisher: Then do not allow me to con­

sume your time just now. I know what it 
means to handle my own secular work,

household duties and still do this preach­
ing, and I do not like to be bothered when 
occupied either. However, please accept this 
sample copy of one of our magazines. You 
undoubtedly acquire timesavers for your 
other important tasks, things you feel you 
must get done. Bible study is really our 
greatest necessity, since we claim to be 
Christians; and you will find our literature 
zm invaluable timesaver in this. May I in­
quire what time might be suitable for me 
to call again when you would not be so 
busy?

Householder: I am not interested.
Publisher: I hope you will not think me 

presumptuous if I say you might be in­
terested in a question nearly all your 
neighbors have asked me: “Why are there 
so many religions and which one is right?” 
This publication traces religious history 
back to the time when there was but one 
religion and it helps you identify the reli­
gion that God started for man.

Many easier methods of preaching the 
“good news of the kingdom” than from 
door to door can be found; but there is 
none other more essential, none so varied, 
nor any more joyous. True, it means meet­
ing the scoffer face to face, but this yields 
the privilege of sharing in the great mark­
ing work foretold by Ezekiel. (Ezek. 9) 
On the other hand, when the sheeplike 
persons invite you into their homes for 
Bible study and they come to learn the 
truth and side with those whose hope is 
everlasting life in the new world, how they 
will thank you for coming and how glad 
they will be that they did not claim to be 
too self-sufficient, too busy, too sick, too 
tired, too much opposed or too little in­
terested to hear and accept the only truly 
good news today!



S T R O N G  R E F U G E
( i  / n  OD is our refuge and strength, a 

y T  very p r e s e n t  help in trouble.” 
Psalm 46, from which those words are 
taken, was written and preserved for just 
such a crisis as exists today in the lives of 
those who watch, pray and hope for the 
kingdom of God.— 1 Cor. 10:11, NW.*

Those who look to human agencies for 
help are doomed to bitter disappointment. 
Why? Because the entire system of things 
under which such human agencies oper­
ate is dominated by Satan the Devil and 
his demons. These invisible forces have no 
love for their human dupes and devotees; 
in fact, they are responsible for all the woe 
and turmoil we find in the world today. 
(2 Cor. 4:4; Rev. 12:1-12) They will no 
more be able to furnish protection from 
God’s wrath at Armageddon than they 
were able to do so at the Flood.

Religious leaders praying to God for 
peace and prosperity are likewise doomed 
to disappointment, for all such prayers 
are contrary to God’s will. Why should God 
go contrary to his announced purposes and 
give selfish men peace and prosperity just 
so they can consume it on their selfish de­
sires? So long as such men exist God will 
not bring peace to the earth.—Isa. 48:22; 
Jas. 4:2,3.

If we would receive God’s protection and 
find him a refuge and strength, we must 
exercise faith in him. We must accept the 
trouble that his Word foretold would come 
upon the earth, and while it rages look to 
God for refuge and strength. We must 
serve his purpose while making known his 
purposes to others. “ I, even I, am Jehovah; 
and besides me there is no saviour. I have 
declared, and I have saved, and I have 
showed; and there was no strange god 
among you: therefore ye are my witnesses,

* For a detailed discussion of this subject please see 
The Watchtower of March 15, 1951.

saith J e h o v a h ,  and I am God.”—Isa. 
43:11,12, AS.

God’s Word is filled with examples of 
how he proved himself a refuge and 
strength to his people in times past. 
aphat found him such when A m m o n ,  
Moab and Mount Seir came up against 
Judah. Asa found God to be a safe refuge 
when an Ethiopian army, consisting of a 
million men and hundreds of chariots, came 
up against him. Hezekiah likewise found 
Jehovah a present help when Sennacherib 
and his hosts threatened to come against 
Jerusalem.—2 Chron. 20:1-30; 14:9-15; 
Isa. 37:14-38.

In recent years, particularly since 1918, 
Jehovah’s witnesses have repeatedly found 
Jehovah to be a refuge and strength. If 
that were not true they would not be here 
today, and that in ever-increasing num­
bers. The most determined and fiendish 
persecution against them has failed, their 
persecutors going down while Jehovah’s 
witnesses lived on to renew their strength 
and to resume their preaching work.—Isa. 
40:28-31; Rev. 11:7-12.

Quite likely at Armageddon we shall see 
cataclysmic forces of destruction operated 
by God to overwhelm this old world and 
blot it out. (Ps. 46:2, 3) We may naturally 
be frightened, as was Moses at Mount 
Sinai, but we shall not share the world’s 
fear, because we will know that God is con­
trolling the forces of destruction and that 
he is directing them, not at us, but against 
his enemies, our enemies.

Our Christian obligation now is to be 
fearless in Jehovah’s service under the 
shadow of his mighty hand. So we can keep 
calm and go peacefully about our work as 
his ministers of good news knowing that 
he will never forsake his faithful people, 
but will help them, “and that right early.” 
—Ps. 46:5, AS.
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C h r i s t i a n

Expansion

c R ra b  5  tates

While recently touring Near Eastern 
and Oriental areas with his secretary 
In the interests of expanding Christian 
missionary work, the Society's presi­
dent, N. H. Knorr, sent this report 

from the Arab countries.

EIRUT, Lebanon, on Christmas eve 
would remind most Americans of 

New Year’s Eve. Brother Henschel and I 
found that out while trying to sleep there 
through the night of December 24, 1951. 
The effort was largely wasted. Not long 
after the noise had subsided we had to get 
up in order to catch an early plane to Jeru­
salem. We had been in Beirut only long 
enough for a stopover visit with the local 
Kingdom publishers and some that had 
come over from Tripoli and points in be­
tween. However, we planned an early re­
turn to Beirut following an assembly in 
Ramallah, near Jerusalem.

Because of our traveling in a Lebanese 
plane our flight to Jerusalem followed a 
circuitous route. Lebanese and Syrian air­
craft do not fly over the modem state of 
Israel where they would run the risk of 
being shot at. But we did not mind the ex­
tra half-hour this added to our flying time, 
for the trip afforded a highly interesting 
study in Biblical geography.

We gained altitude, swept southward 
over the land once called Tob and on past 
the territory that God gave to the children 
of Manasseh on the east side of the Jordan. 
On the southern tip of the sea of Galilee

we saw the w a t e r s  g o i n g  out 
through the Jordan river toward 
the Dead sea. The valley is fertile 
all the way down to the Salt sea, 
but becoming less and less so as one 
goes southward. It is easy to see 
why the ten cities spoken of in the 
Bible as Decapolis had their loca­
tion to the east and just south of 
the sea of Galilee.

I had the opportunity to sit next 
to the captain in the cockpit, thus 

gaining an extraordinary view of the terri­
tory. Along the northern portion of the 
Salt sea and to the east of it was the one­
time land of Reuben, and below that the 
lands of Moab and Mount Seir. A few miles 
to the north of the point where the Jordan 
flows into the Dead sea the captain pointed 
out the city of Jericho and the hills that 
continue to rise until the city of Jerusalem 
takes its lofty place in the hills of Judah. I 
could see distinctly the cities of Ramallah, 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and in the distant 
west Jaffa and Tel Aviv. Beyond that was 
the great Mediterranean.

ASSEMBLY IN RAMALLAH

We landed on a little strip in the hills 
between Jerusalem and Ramallah and soon 
made our way into Jerusalem, skirting 
along the Jordan side of an area near the 
city known as “No man’s land” which 
separates the states of Israel and Jordan. 
Then we arranged for a car to take us 
to the home of the Society’s local repre­
sentative in Beit Jala near Bethlehem 
south of Jerusalem.

On the way we passed “The Field of the 
Shepherds” , so called in memory of the 
shepherds who were watching their sheep 
on the night that Jesus was bom in Bethle­
hem. It is a place not far from the city and 
they could easily have walked in to see 
the Lord on the night of his birth. But it 
could hardly have been on the night of
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December 24, because on the 25th when 
we were driving through the region it was 
prohibitively cold. There were few shep­
herds to be seen and little green grass or 
stubble on which sheep might feed. More 
harmonious with such known facts is the 
evidence that Christ was born around the 
first of October, a point more in keeping, 
too, with his baptism by John the Baptist 
in the Jordan river, which took place when 
Jesus had just turned thirty years of age. 
In October, but certainly not in December, 
one might expect the temperature of the 
Jordan’s waters to accommodate the bap­
tismal program of John.

Learning in Beit Jala that Brother Ko- 
brossi, whom we sought, had already pro­
ceeded to Ramallah for final assembly 
preparations, we followed at once. That 
afternoon we located him and discussed 
the problems affecting Jehovah’s witnesses 
in Jordan. Strange to say, this land, so 
favored nineteen centuries ago with the 
birth of Christianity and the first an­
nouncement of the glad message, “The 
kingdom of the heavens is at hand!” is 
today in sore need of more preachers to 
advance the cause of pure worship. We told 
the brothers there of six missionaries on 
their way from America, two of whom will 
be assigned to Bethlehem and Beit Jala 
and four to Ramallah. It developed that 
five regular Bible studies conducted in the 
vicinity of Jerusalem have a total attend­
ance of about ninety-five persons. Of this 
number only twenty-two were actually 
publishing the Kingdom mes­
sage. ■

The next morning forty- 
nine of us gathered in the 
front room of one of the 
brothers’ homes for the open­
ing session of our assembly.
Brother Chimiklis, a graduate 
of Gilead, opened with a talk 
on “The Way of Success” .

Brother Henschel next gave good counsel 
on walking by the spirit and keeping one­
self and the organization clean. I followed, 
basing my remarks on the apostle’s strong 
admonition for all members of the congre­
gation to be ministers, for which reason he 
had written Christians everywhere to heed 
the supreme importance of this office, a 
minister of the Most High. This concluded 
an enjoyable morning and we turned our 
attention to the public meeting scheduled 
at 2 p.m. in the Town Hall.

No printed advertisements or signs had 
been used to announce the subject, “Will 
Religion Meet the World Crisis?” Just two 
hours of activity in this regard now took 
place, and that only by the brothers’ call­
ing on persons of good will known to be 
interested in the Kingdom message. We 
were pleasantly surprised, therefore, on ar­
riving at the Town Hall, to find it nearly 
filled. By the time the talk started listen­
ers were standing in the hallway. Ninety- 
two in all were present, including the 
mayor of Ramallah, who afterward said he 
believed that more of this kind of informa­
tion should be given to the people of his 
city. During the concluding session back at 
the private home, I urged the local publish­
ers to aid the missionaries who would soon 
be with them to learn the Arabic language, 
and showed how in turn the missionaries 
would provide them all with much help in 
their witnessing work. Explanation of the 
Society’s plans for local organization was 
eagerly absorbed by this group so inter-
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ested in becoming more proficient minis­
ters of the Kingdom.

THE “HOLY CITY”, MOSLEM VERSION

With a portion of the next day to our­
selves we were anxious to visit the old 
walled city of Jerusalem and see the loca­
tion where the temple had been planned 
by David and built by Solomon. Now con­
sidered sacred ground to the Moslems who 
control it, Christians can enter only be­
tween 7:30 and 11:30 a.m., and then by 
special permission. Central point of inter­
est now is the mosque called The Dome of 
the Rock, inside which is the highest peak 
of Mount Moriah, rising about five feet 
above the floor. The top of the rock bears 
an expanse approximately thirty feet by 
twenty feet, around which is a wooden bar­
ricade and which is supposed to mark the 
spot where the Jews’ altar of sacrifice had 
been located. It was on this very Mount 
Moriah that Abraham brought his son 
Isaac to offer him in sacrifice to Jehovah 
as commanded. The spot’s interest to Mos­
lems rests in the claim that Mohammed is 
here supposed to have last touched earth 
when he ascended to heaven. The part of 
the rock which allegedly shows his foot­
print has been cut off and put in a special 
boxlike shrine with an opening to allow 
devotees to touch it.

Not far from here is the “Golden Gate” 
in the walls of Jerusalem through which 
Jesus and his disciples entered the city 
when the Lord came down from near 
Bethany over the mount of Olives to make 
his triumphal entry into the city and be 
hailed as the son of David. It proved a very 
interesting landmark, since from there we 
could get the perspective of the temple site 
in relation to the mount of Olives, the val­
ley of Kidron, Gethsemane and other places 
of Biblical significance. Leaving the temple 
area we passed the famed “Wailing Wall” 
of the Jews, said to be part of the founda-
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tion of Herod’s temple. But there are no 
more Jews in the walled city to wail at this 
wall as we saw them doing in 1947. A guide 
told us that now the Orthodox Jews stand 
in their State of Israel facing this wall and 
continue their wailing. We were soon fly­
ing back to Lebanon, leaving in our wake 
this city of wailing, much more a symbol 
of sorrow than of hope to the diverse reli­
gions that have branded it “holy” . In the 
near future the reign of Christ the King 
will bring the establishment of pure, unde­
filed worship everywhere on earth, making 
necessary no pilgrimages here or bloody 
crusades to wrest one piece of ground from 
the grasp of its possessors. It was good to 
know this troubled area was being served 
by devoted believers in Jehovah’s service.

BAPTISM IN THE RAIN

We were on hand for the following day’s 
opening of the convention scheduled for 
Beirut. Brothers were there from all parts 
of Lebanon and many from Syria. Con­
spicuous in the crowds were large numbers 
of young men and women. The attendance 
reached 260 by the time of Brother Hen- 
schel’s talk on Friday evening, Decem­
ber 28. We had a taste of the unusual when 
the electric power failed in our section of 
the city about halfway through this ad­
dress, but Brother Henschel continued 
without a break. A few candles were 
brought into action until the lights were 
restored. On Saturday morning a small 
outside pool was furnished with warm wa­
ter to make immersion candidates more 
comfortable, and twenty symbolized the 
dedication of themselves to God and his 
service despite a heavy downpour. Dur­
ing these first two days extensive advertis­
ing of Sunday’s public meeting was carried 
on while the attendance continued to grow 
in the Kingdom Hall, where the sessions 
were held. By Saturday night 400 were 
present.
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On Sunday, December 30, all activity 

was transferred to the chapel of the Amer­
ican University, where the public meeting 
was set for three o ’clock. “Will Religion 
Meet the World Crisis?” was the issue that 
our advertising had succeeded in making 
the question of the day in Beirut, and 793 
persons came to hear the answer. Their 
applauses were loud and enthusiastic as 
one point of argument after another 
touched them off. At the close of the talk 
the listeners happily received a new book­
let in Arabic, a matter of as much special 
joy as it was surprise to the brothers, for 
it meant having new information to use 
in the field service.

This convention was a gratifying expe­
rience in a land where interest in the King­
dom has soared rapidly. A little more than 
two years ago the Society sent two broth­
ers to Beirut, where a small group of six 
persons was organized but badly in need 
of assistance. Now the company has over 
100 publishers. Four more missionaries 
were sent there about a year ago and still 
another eight arrived three months ago. 
The latter group is assigned to Tripoli. In 
1947, when I last visited Lebanon, there 
were 99 publishers on the average. In 1951 
the average was 301, with a peak of 401, 
showing plainly the expansion in this land 
of one and one-half million people.

SYRIA AND ITS PROBLEM MOSLEMS

On Monday, December 31, we got an 
early start by car for a scheduled visit to 
Syria. A crisp ride through mountain 
snows was relieved by a descent into the 
long valley that boasts Lebanon’s most 
fertile land. It is here that Baalbek is 
located, which, however, was not on our 
route. A city had been built there and in 
Nero’s time temples were erected to Jupi­
ter, Bacchus and Venus. Native stone was 
taken from a nearby quarry in huge slabs 
and a great center of devil religion was set
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up. The ruins still stand to point silently 
back to the ancient worship of Baal with 
its base sexual orgies with which the prac­
tices there had been associated as well as 
the pagan worship of Rome. The valley 
produces fine wines which would lend 
themselves readily to the drunken cere­
monies in honor of Bacchus.

The fertile plain was quickly traversed. 
Then through the Anti-Lebanon range, the 
border formalities of Lebanon and Syria, 
and down the winding road into the city 
of Damascus. We had a little time to see 
the city, the modern part of which is very 
progressive in appearance. Interest carried 
us to the street called “Straight” , men­
tioned in the Bible, particularly to see the 
portion of the wall Of the old city that con­
tains the window where Paul was supposed 
to have been let down and made good his 
escape. (2 Cor. 11:32,33) There is no 
doubt that parts of the old wall are still 
there, but we doubted seriously that the 
window we saw and which is above the 
main entrance of a church was the window 
it pretended to be. It looked much too new 
to be the same window or, in that portion, 
the same wall as in Paul’s day, because 
the city had been attacked and wrecked 
and conquered many times by invaders. 
Anyway, the window over the front door 
of the church provides good advertising 
for that particular church. The account in 
the Bible is authentic, but one wonders 
about the authenticity of that particular 
window.

We waited for the funeral procession of 
a Moslem priest to pass. Immediately be­
fore the coffin walked a man with a husky 
voice who wailed and cried for the ones 
that followed after. We were told that he 
was paid to do this. We noted no women 
in the procession.

That afternoon from two to four o’clock 
Brother Henschel and I spoke to forty-five 
of our brothers, fifteen of whom had come
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from Lebanon to encourage those in Syria. 
The Syrian publishers were overjoyed to 
hear that the Society would soon try to 
send missionaries to Damascus to assist 
them.

The work in Syria faces excellent pros­
pects. It was organized about three years 
ago with one full-time pioneer minister and 
nineteen company publishers. Now there 
are fifty-seven publishers, and a peak of 
eighty-two was reached last year. Moslem 
influence, much stronger in Syria than in 
Lebanon, presents a major problem. It is 
very difficult to talk to a Moslem about 
Christ’s ransom sacrifice or his being the 
Messiah. The Moslems hold to a doctrine 
that sometime someone will come to show 
them the way and establish a world gov­
ernment on earth. To them Christ is only 
another prophet and Mohammed a greater 
prophet. They i m p l i c i t l y  follow their 
Koran and remain adamant toward the 
Bible. On the other hand, about fifteen 
per cent of the population is composed of 
nominal “Christians” who have the Bible 
in common with Jehovah’s witnesses and 
among these interest is growing, some al­
ready having become Kingdom publishers. 
When we finally had to say good-by to 
these very friendly brothers we motored 
away from the skyline dotted by Moslem 
minarets and returned once again to Beirut.

REJOICING AMID PROGRESS

We were back to begin the new year in 
Beirut, further discussing matters concern­
ing the work in Jordan, Syria and Leba­
non, all of which come under the jurisdic­
tion of that office. At midmoming all of the 
missionaries stationed at Beirut joined us 
and we went by car to visit the new mis­
sionary home in Tripoli. We arrived in 
time for the midday meal, which was fol­
lowed by discussing their problems with 
the Tripoli missionaries. Shortly some of 
them may be sent to Aleppo in Syria to
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help in the expansion of the work there, 
and when they go they will be replaced in 
Lebanon by others recently graduated 
from the Watchtower Bible School of Gil­
ead, if such proves to be the Lord’s will. 
There are advantages in sending experi­
enced missionaries to Syria, because these 
brothers will know more of the Arabic 
language and will be better able to get 
along in Syria, where much less English 
is spoken than in Lebanon.

That night a two-hour meeting was 
scheduled for the Tripoli company and per­
sons of good will in the vicinity. Some 
came from other companies too, packing 
out the Kingdom Hall’s main auditorium 
and adjoining overflow rooms with 302 per­
sons. Between Brother Henschel and me, 
I had Brother Tuttle the branch servant 
and Brother Chimiklis talk. These broth­
ers had been the first two missionaries in 
Lebanon and they spoke now in Arabic. 
Both did well and the audience was pleased 
with their efforts. It is hoped that in three 
months these b r o t h e r s  will be able to 
serve the companies as circuit servants 
without interpreters and also give their 
public talks in the Arabic language. They 
are going to try hard to do this, and I feel 
sure that with their efforts and the Lord’s 
blessing they will succeed.

We drove back to Beirut that night be­
cause there was a lot to do the next day, 
finishing our work in the office and getting 
ready to leave for Karachi, our next stop. 
Our fellow workers in Lebanon are very 
enthusiastic and very happy over the prog­
ress that has been made in the preaching 
of the good news during the last few years. 
They appreciate that the Society has sent 
missionaries into their midst to help them. 
They in turn have helped the missionaries 
by furnishing teachers of the Arabic lan­
guage from their midst, and all of the mis­
sionaries have been grateful for this. The 
work continues to be blessed by Jehovah.
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‘Get out of her, rmf people, if you K8 ndfi^ahi^to share^with her in Iter 
sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues. For her sins 
have massed together clear up to heaven, and God has called her acts of 

injustice to mind.”—Rev. 18:4, 5,

T HERE is a basic rottenness in these 
last days that has polluted every field 

of this world’s activity. Its politics is cor­
rupt. Its commerce is oppressive. Its mili­
tary is wasteful. Its religion is hypocritical. 
Its pleasures often lead to delinquency and 
immorality, and its sports to foul play and 
crookedness. The vast majority of the peo­
ple go along with the world in its rotten­
ness, seeing it, contributing to it, partici­
pating in it, indifferent to it, calloused to 
it, or cynically accepting it. For outward 
show many practicers of it make incensed 
speeches against it, but how many really 
rise up in wrath to stamp it out? The ma­
jority cling to this wicked old world, sup­
port it, fight for it, die for it, vote into pow­
er its corrupt rulers, and otherwise com­
pletely make themselves a part of it. They 
cast their lot in with this world. With it 
they sow to the lusts of the flesh. With it 
they will reap their share of its plagues. 
Not only is this logical and just; it is 
Scriptural as well.

2 In chapter 18 of Revelation the entire 
world organization or system of things con­
trolled by Satan the Devil is spoken of as 
“Babylon the great” . Babylon began her 
fall when her invisible part was hurled 
earthward by Christ after his enthrone­
ment A.D. 1914. (Rev. 12:1-12) At Arma-
1. What conclusion is both logical and Scriptural?
2. How must we escape the plagues upon Babylon the 
great ?

geddon the fall of the invisible demon 
hordes will be completed and will land 
them in the abyss, and the visible realm 
of Satan will suffer complete destruction. 
(Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-3) But some will es­
cape the fiery judgments that consume 
her. How? By a later resurrection in the 
millennial reign of Christ? Not according 
to the record: “ Get out of her, my people, 
if you do not want to share with her in her 
sins, and if you do not want to receive part 
of her plagues. For her sins have massed 
together clear up to heaven, and God has 
called her acts of injustice to mind. That is 
why in one day her plagues will come, 
death and mourning and famine, and she 
will be completely burned with fire, be­
cause Jehovah God who judged her is 
strong.”—Rev. 18:4, 5, 8, NW.

3 Her plagues are destruction, fiery and 
final. The Babylonish organization will 
never be resurrected or raised up from her 
destructive baptism of fire. If this is her 
plague, and if those who remain in her 
share it, how can we contend that those 
individuals undergoing fire baptism with 
her will rise in the resurrection of man­
kind? We cannot do so Scripturally. The 
plain statement is that the fate of individ­
uals remaining within the organization is 
the same as that of the organization itself. 
If the individuals return, the organization
3. What are the plagues? So what logically follows?
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will; but if the organization does not, nei­
ther will the individuals once within it. 
The way to salvation is flight now, before 
its fall: “Get out of her!” Israelite captives 
in ancient Babylon were instructed to flee 
that wicked system: “Away! away! go out 
thence; touch nothing unclean! Go out of 
the midst of her; keep yourselves pure, you 
who bear the vessels of the L o rd !”  “ G o out 
of the midst of her, O my people! Save 
everyone his life from the fierce anger of 
the L ord.”  (Isa. 52:11; Jer. 51:45, 
Revelation 18:4 shows the same instruction 
holds true at the time of greater Babylon’s 
fall.

4 Most persons view things from the hu­
man standpoint, and for that reason attach 
too much importance to the salvation of 
creatures. That is only a secondary pur­
pose for the release of Babylon’s prisoners. 
Jehovah’s view of matters is what counts, 
and it shows the primary reason for the re­
lease: “I do not this for your sake, O house 
of Israel, but for my holy name, which ye 
have profaned among the nations, whither 
ye went. And I will sanctify my great 
name, which hath been profaned among 
the nations, which ye have profaned in 
the midst of them; and the nations shall 
know that I am Jehovah, saith the Lord 
Jehovah, when I shall be sanctified in you 
before their eyes. For I will take you from 
among the nations, and gather you out of 
all the countries, and will bring you into 
your own land.” (Ezek. 36:22-24, AS) On 
different occasions in the wilderness Jeho­
vah was going to destroy Israel, but Moses 
pleaded with Jehovah and prevailed upon 
him to spare them. On what grounds? The 
salvation of creatures? No, but for the sake 
of Jehovah’s great name. (Ex. 32:9-14; 
Num. 14:11-24; 16:44-50; Deut. 9:18, 26- 
29; Ezek. 20:9) How important to us is 
the salvation of grasshoppers? We are as
4. In contrast with a human view, what is the correct 
view on release of Babylon’s prisoners?
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grasshoppers in God’s sight. (Isa. 40:22) 
So we must make God’s thoughts our 
thoughts, if we are to see in clear focus 
and true perspective Jehovah’s destructive 
acts at the end of judgment periods. If we 
persist in tenaciously clinging to the self- 
centered human view that focuses on crea­
ture salvation and leaves Jehovah’s vindi­
cation in the hazy, out-of-focus back­
ground, we may find the Scriptural teach­
ing a hard saying unwelcome to our ears, 
and be offended and stumbled by it.—Isa. 
55:8,9; John 6:60, 66.

5 It is likely that for the majority of men 
who have lived on the earth the time of 
their judgment will be in the millennial 
reign of Christ, at the time of the resur­
rection of mankind and thereafter. How­
ever, long before this many persons will 
have had their time of judgment, as the 
Scriptures show that God has brought cer­
tain judgment periods upon human society 
at certain times, during which God held 
them accountable for their course of ac­
tion. That they might be really account­
able at such times, he caused testimony to 
be given that they might know the issue 
and make their decision, by which they 
would determine their destiny, independent 
of any inherited condemnation from Adam. 
One of such judgment periods was the flood 
of Noah’s day, prior to which Noah 
preached righteousness. Another was the 
fiery end of Sodom and Gomorrah, which 
cities saw warning miracles by angels and 
heard testimony from Lot before the rain 
of fire fell. In Jesus’ day it was a time of 
judgment and he warned certain Jewish 
cities of a fate like that upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and judged certain scribes and 
Pharisees fit for the eternal destruction of 
Gehenna. Our present day is also a time 
of judgment, and by the time Armageddon 
strikes all persons then living will have 
fixed their destiny.
5. What judgment periods are here mentioned?
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DOWNPOURS OF WATER AND FIRE

6 We can learn much about this present 
judgment period by considering past ones 
pictorial of our day. The first was the 
Noachian flood. Jesus declared it was a 
picture of the present judgment period: 
“Just as it occurred in the days of Noah, 
so it will be also in the days of the Son of 
man: they were eating, they were drink­
ing, men were marrying, women were be­
ing given in marriage, until that day when 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood 
arrived and destroyed them all.” (Luke 
17:26,27, NW) Why were they destroyed? 
Because of their corruption: “The L ord 
saw that the wickedness of man on the 
earth was great, and that the whole bent 
of his thinking was never anything but 
evil.” Hence Jehovah determined: “I will 
blot the men that I have created off the 
face of the ground, both men and animals, 
reptiles, and birds of the air; for I regret 
that I ever made them.” Noah was to 
escape. Why? “Noah alone among his con­
temporaries was a pious and exceedingly 
good man; Noah walked with God.” That 
the destruction of the others was a final 
judgment executed against them is shown 
by Jehovah’s forceful words to Noah: “I 
have resolved on the extermination of all 
mortals; for the earth is full of wrong-doing 
through them; I am going to exterminate 
them from the earth. But with you I will 
make a covenant; you shall enter the ark, 
accompanied by your sons, your wife, and 
your sons’ wives.”—Gen. 6:5, 7, 9, 13, 18, 
AT.

7 Not only is this final destruction made
sure by God’s use of the expression “ex­
terminate” and Jesus’ use of “destroyed” , 
but also 2 Peter 2:5-9 establishes it:
“He did not hold back from punishing an
6. Why consider the Noachian flood? What were the 
tacts ?
7. How does Peter show the destructions of the flood 
and at Sodom were final?
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ancient world, but kept Noah, a preacher 
of righteousness, safe with seven others 
when he brought a deluge upon a world 
of ungodly people; and by reducing the 
cities Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 
condemned them, setting a pattern for un­
godly persons of things to come, and he 
delivered righteous Lot, who was greatly 
distressed by the indulgence of the law- 
defying people in loose conduct—for that 
righteous man by what he saw and heard 
while dwelling among them from day to 
day was tormenting his righteous soul by 
reason of their lawless deeds—Jehovah 
knows how to deliver people of godly devo­
tion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous 
people for the day of judgment to be cut 
off.” Peter cited these ancient examples of 
cutting-off to show the fate of false proph­
ets and false teachers in the Christian con­
gregation, who brought in destructive sects 
and disowned Christ, and who thereby 
were “bringing speedy destruction upon 
themselves” . Who will contend that the 
destruction of such defilers of the Chris­
tian congregation is not final? The ancient 
destructions upon Noah’s contemporaries 
and Sodom and Gomorrah must be just as 
final, else how could they illustrate the one 
Peter was discussing?—2 Pet. 2:1-4, 1VW.

8 After showing the flood typical of the 
present judgment period, Jesus proceeded 
to show Sodom and Gomorrah pictorial of 
it also: “Just as it occurred in the days of 
Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, 
they were buying, they were selling, they 
were planting, they were building. But on 
the day that Lot came out of Sodom it 
rained fire and sulphur from heaven and 
destroyed them all. The same way it will be 
on that day when the Son of man is to be 
revealed.” (Luke 17:28-30, NW) Our pre­
vious consideration of 2 Peter 2:5-9 has 
shown that those destroyed by God at Sod-
8. Why is Sodom’s case vital, and what else shows its 
destruction final?
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om and Gomorrah are eternally “cut off” . 
Corroborating this is Jude 7, which states 
that these cities are “placed before us as 
a warning example by undergoing the ju­
dicial punishment of everlasting fire” .

(NW) “ Everlasting fire” symbolizes the 
same t h i n g  as Gehenna, 
namely, second death. The 
destruction upon S o d o m  
and G o m o r r a h  must be 
final, or Jude would not 
have used it to illustrate 
the fate of those defilers 
for whom “the blackness of 
darkness stands reserved 
forever” . (Jude 13,
Jude 7 shows that those an­
cient cities had their judgment day back 
there at the time of their destruction, since 
they are spoken of as having already under­
gone an execution of judgment, “the judi­
cial punishment of everlasting fire.” By no 
wresting of scripture can this be made to 
mean a future resurrection for slain of the 
Lord. No remnant was saved from those 
cities, Lot and his daughters being so­
journers, not natives.—Rom. 9:29, NW.

9 If those slain by the Lord at Sodom 
have no resurrection, then those slain by 
him at Armageddon will have none, for the 
former pictures the latter. So in their en­
deavor to prove their contention that not 
all slain at Armageddon will remain dead, 
some seek to show that the Sodomites de­
stroyed by fire will return in a resurrection. 
They quote Ezekiel 16:53-55: “When I 
shall bring again their captivity, the cap­
tivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the 
captivity of Samaria and her daughters, 
then will I bring again the captivity of thy 
captives in the midst of them: that thou 
mayest bear thine own shame, and mayest 
be confounded in all that thou hast done, in
9. Why and how do some try to show Sodom’s destruc­
tion not final?
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that thou art a comfort unto them. When 
thy sisters, Sodom and her daughters, shall 
return to their former estate, and Samaria 
and her daughters shall return to their 
former estate, then thou and thy daugh­
ters shall return to your former estate.” 

10 The context shows that 
restoration after captivity, 
not resurrection in the mil­
lennium, is being discussed. 
In a miniature fulfillment 
c a m e  the restoration of 
Judah and Jerusalem after 
70 years of desolation (607- 
537 B.C.), when Jews and 
Nethinim and o t h e r  for­
eigners returned to inhabit 

the land. The greater restoration started in 
Jesus’ day and continues now. When Jesus 
came the Jews were in captivity to the 
Devil’s organization, Babylon the great. 
Captives of Rome politically, captives of 
sin, captives of false religion. But when 
Jesus came, preached, died, was resurrect­
ed, appeared in heaven with his sacrificial 
merit, provided the basis for redemption, 
poured out the holy spirit upon a faithful 
Jewish remnant who sought redemption 
in his name, illuminated their minds to 
freedom-giving truths and released them 
from bondage to antitypical Babylon, then 
they were restored to the theocratic or­
ganization of Jehovah God. For three and 
a half years after Pentecost the freeing 
message was confined to the Jews, and a 
remnant was restored. All this was in ful­
fillment of Ezekiel 16:53-55, where it 
speaks of the restoration of Jerusalem and 
her daughters.

11 When persecution grew intense and be­
lieving Jewish Christians were scattered, 
they went everywhere preaching. The 
evangelist Philip went to Samaria, where
10. What fulfills Ezekiel’s prophecy about the restora­
tion of Jerusalem and her daughters?
11. When were “Samaria and her daughters’ ’ restored?
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Jesus had preached some time previous. 
Many of the Samaritans believed, more 
preachers were sent to them, and the holy 
spirit descended upon them. They were 
brought into God’s congregation. There, as 
represented in that Samaritan remnant, 
Ezekiel 16:53-55 was fulfilled.—John 4:39- 
42; Acts 8:1-25.

12 Then the gospel went to the Gentiles. 
The Jews thought of them as dogs. (Matt. 
15:26,27; Mark 7:27,28) Dogs were un­
clean animals, viewed as sexually de­
praved, and linked in with sodomy: “There 
shall be no prostitute of the daughters of 
Israel, neither shall there be a sodomite 
of the sons of Israel. Thou shalt not bring 
the hire of a harlot, or the wages of a dog, 
into the house of Jehovah thy God for any 
vow: for even both these are an abomina­
tion unto Jehovah thy God.” (Deut. 23:17, 
18, AS) The female prostitute’s gain is lik­
ened to the hire of a harlot, and the male 
sodomist’s gain is likened to the wages of 
a dog. Instead of “dog” An American 
Translation uses “male prostitute” and 
Moffatt’s version uses “cat­
amite” , which means a boy 
kept for unnatural purpos­
es. These sexual depravities 
were flagrant in Sodom, the 
base sin of sodomy taking 
its name from that city. So 
all this shows how the Jews 
associated Sodom and dogs 
and Gentiles.

13 To buttress this view of 
matters note the following quotation from 
the introductory material of volume 7 of 
The Interpreter’s Bible, published last year. 
The first paragraph under “Morality” , be­
ginning on page 80, reads: “The moral life 
of the pagan world was often referred to by
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early Christian writers whose view of the 
morality of the time was a stereotyped one 
inherited from their Jewish predecessors. 
Both Jewish and Christian authors agreed 
that the Gentiles were morally degenerate. 
The Old Testament story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, on which the Lord had rained 
down fire and brimstone, represents the 
Hebrew attitude toward pagan wickedness, 
whether of Egyptians, Canaanites, Philis­
tines, Assyrians, Babylonians, or Romans.” 

“ The apostle Peter had this view of 
Gentiles as being sodomic and doglike, 
and that is why it was so hard for him to 
grasp God’s purpose for him to take the 
gospel to the Gentiles. Yet when he did 
understand he obeyed, and God poured out 
his spirit on Gentile believers, receiving 
them into the same l’estored congregation 
along with believing Jews and Samaritans. 
(Acts 10:9-48) When the faithful Jewish 
r e m n a n t  saw uncircumcised Gentiles, 
whom they had previously viewed as dogs 
and Sodomites, restored with them they 

felt some shame. They had 
thought the Jews specially 
holy and that God would 
use only Jews to make up 
Messiah’s bride. Now they 
learn they are not so im­
portant or holy, but that 
God makes worthy for the 
Kingdom not only Samari­
tans but also uncircumcised 
Gentiles. Thus fulfillment of 

Ezekiel 16:53-55 was started off in early 
Christian times. Ezekiel did not mean lit­
eral Sodom, no more than did Isaiah when 
he called Israel Sodom, or did John when 
he wrote that Jesus died in Sodom. (Isa. 
1:10; Rev. 11:8) Ezekiel used it symbol­
ically for uncircumcised Gentiles, and when
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12. What shows how the Jews linked Sodom and dogs 
and Gentiles?
13. What quotation supports this view?

14. So how did the restoration take in “Sodom and her 
daughters” ?
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discussing restoration of the theocratic or­
ganization, not resurrection.

JUDGMENT UPON ISRAEL IN JESUS’ DAY

15 Another judgment period is brought 
into view when those championing resur­
rection for exterminated Sodomites quote 
Jesus’ words on a certain occasion. He had 
repi’oached the unrepentant Jewish cities 
of Chorazin and Bethsaida, which had wit­
nessed many of his powerful works, then 
said: “ And you, Capernaum, will you per­
haps be exalted to heaven? Down to Hades 
you will come; because if the powerful 
works that took place in you had taken 
place in Sodom, it would have remained 
until this very day. Consequently I say to 
you people, It will be more endurable for 
the land of Sodom on Judgment Day than 
for you.” (Matt. 10:14,15; 11:20-24; Luke 
10:10-15, NW) From this some argue that 
there is a future judgment, in the millen­
nial reign, for both Sodom and these Jew­
ish cities.

16 If we take this expression to mean 
that, then it would contradict Jude’s state­
ment that Sodom had already undergone 
the “ judicial punishment of everlasting 
fire” . Actually, Jesus was using a form of 
speech construction common in Biblical 
times. He used a similar construction when 
he said: “ It is easier, in fact, for a camel 
to get through the eye of a sewing needle 
than for a rich man to get into the king­
dom of God.” (Luke 18:25, No sane 
person would believe a camel could squeeze 
through a needle’s eye. Yet if this obvious­
ly impossible thing were said to be easier 
than something else, would that not power­
fully emphasize the utter impossibility of 
the other thing? So Jesus forcefully made 
the point that rich ones loath to part with 
their wealth would not enter the kingdom.
15. Why do some argue for a future judgment for both 
Sodom and the Jews of Jesus’ day?
16. What did Jesus mean when he said judgment would 
be more endurable for Sodom than certain Jewish cities?

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.
Similarly, Sodom did not endure its judg­
ment day, had failed completely, and the 
Jews knew its fate was sealed. Their opin­
ion of Sodom was the lowest possible. So 
when Jesus told them that it would be 
more endurable for utterly depraved Sod­
om than for these Jewish cities they got 
the powerful point.

17 These Jewish cities had heard the 
warning and had seen powerful works; 
they had had their fair judgment trial and 
by their decision showed they were worthy 
of eternal destruction. (Matt. 10:5-15; 
Luke 10:8-12; John 12:37, By wit­
nessing miraculous cures performed by 
the power of the holy spirit and yet refus­
ing to accept the message, the inhabitants 
of these cities were sinning against the 
holy spirit, which is the unforgivable sin 
meriting second death. They ranged them­
selves alongside the Pharisees who saw 
Jesus heal a demon-possessed man, but re­
fused to accept this manifest operation of 
the holy spirit. Because of this Jesus told 
them they would never have forgiveness, 
neither in the present system of things nor 
in the next, the new world. Being judged 
adversely, unforgivable in both the old 
world and the new world, it would be use­
less to resurrect them in the millennium. 
Jesus pronounced judgment against them: 
“Serpents, offspring of vipers, how are you 
to flee from the judgment of Gehenna?” 
If the blind religious leaders were to land 
there, so were their blind Jewish followers. 
And when the false religious leaders con­
verted some heathen they did not bring 
him into the true worship that would 
cleanse him of his past sins against God, 
but merely added to his past sins the reli­
gious sinfulness and hypocrisy which they 
taught him, doubling his burden of guilt. 
Thus the proselyte became twice as much 
a “ subject for Gehenna” as the scribes and
17. Why would it be useless to resurrect the Jewish 
clergy, their Jewish followers, and their Gentile con­
verts ?
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Pharisees.—Matt. 12:22-32; 15:14; 23:15, 
33, NW.

18 Nor is the fact that the judgment day 
for natural Israel was nineteen centuries 
ago denied by Jesus’ words: “Men of Nine­
veh will rise up in the judgment with this 
generation and will condemn it; because 
they repented at what Jonah preached, but, 
look! something more than Jonah is here. 
The queen of the south will be raised up in 
the judgment with this generation and will 
condemn it; because she came from the 
ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, but, look! something more than 
Solomon is here.” (Matt. 12:41,42; Luke 
11:31,32, AW) This does not mean the 
Ninevites and the queen of the south will 
confront the Jews of Jesus’ day in the mil­
lennium judgment period. Why that, just 
to condemn those Jews, and for something 
they did in their former existence? In the 
millennium persons will be judged on the 
basis of what they do then, not what they 
did in a previous existence. Yet these Jews 
are adversely judged and condemned be­
cause nineteen centuries ago, back in their 
lifetime, during their judgment period, 
they rejected one more than Jonah and 
more than Solomon, n a m e l y  Messiah 
Christ. They have no second chance in a 
second judgment period, in the millennium.

19 What Jesus meant was that the Jews 
of his day were condemned by the example 
of the repentant Ninevites, which example 
was recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures and 
confronted those Jews during their then 
judgment period. In the same way the 
record of the queen of the south stood up 
to confront the unrepentant Jews. Such 
Gentiles heeded mere men such as Jonah 
and Solomon; the covenant nation of Jews 
would not heed even their Messiah. Before 
their judgment period was over, those
18. Why Is it illogical to argue that Matthew 12:41. 42 
means a resurrection for those Jews?
19. What do those words of Jesus mean?
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Jews were literally confronted by Gentiles 
like the Ninevites and the queen of the 
south, Gentiles of their day who repented 
and became a part of the bride of Christ. 
The Jews judged themselves unworthy of 
life. (Acts 13:44-50, Abel did not
have to be alive for his blood to cry out 
from the ground in condemnation of Cain, 
and his course of integrity and the record 
of it speaks, even though Abel is dead. 
(Gen. 4:10; Heb. 11:4) Similarly, the 
course of the Ninevites and the queen of 
the south, and the record of it, could rise 
and speak in condemnation of the Jews 
during their judgment period back there.

20 To argue against that time’s being a 
judgment period for the Jews some quote 
Jesus’ words: “ If anyone hears my sayings 
and does not keep them, I do not judge 
him, for I came, not to judge the world, 
but to save the world. He that disregards 
me and does not receive my sayings has 
one to judge him. The word which I have 
spoken is what will judge him in the last 
day; because I have not spoken out of my 
own impulse, but the Father himself that 
sent me has given me a commandment as 
to what to tell and what to speak.” (John 
12:47-49, NW) It was not a judgment pe­
riod for the world, but it was for the Jews. 
Jesus did not have to judge even them. The 
words he spoke did, and they were not his, 
but God’s. They brought enlightenment 
and responsibility, and the Jews’ reaction 
to them indicated their position regarding 
the Messiah and their standing in judg­
ment. (Deut. 18:18,19; John 3:18-21; Heb. 
4:12) The texts that we have considered 
sound as though the judgment of the Jews 
was future, and this one speaks of them as 
being judged “ in the last day” . When Jesus 
spoke of the judgment of the Jews in his 
day the bulk of that period was future, it
20. Why does John 12:47-49 not deny it was a judgment 
period for the Jews then? and why could Jesus speak 
of the judgment as future?
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was barely starting when he spoke. The 
last days of it did not come until A.D. 70, 
nearly forty years later. Then is when the 
judgment period of the nation of natural 
Israel reached its climactic end, when Je­
hovah used Titus to execute the judgments 
that had been accumulating for the past 
forty years.

21 Now some will object that this calamity 
befell only those Jews in Jerusalem, where 
Titus laid siege. They will ask, Wherein 
did judgment come against the other Jew­
ish cities, such as those Galilean cities of 
Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum 
that Jesus pronounced woes against? Such 
inquirers are unacquainted with the his­
torical record. The Roman legions swept 
through Galilee with such destructiveness 
that Josephus writes: “ Galilee was all over 
filled with fire and blood; nor was it ex­
empted from any kind of misery or calam­
ity.” More specifically, when judgment day 
struck Chorazin and Bethsaida and Caper­
naum it was not at all endurable for those 
cities. They passed out of existence and no 
one definitely knows where they were even 
located, it being a debated matter. Also we 
must remember that the final siege of Titus 
against Jerusalem started at Passover time 
A.D. 70, and hence caught in the city with 
the regular inhabitants were Jews from all 
Palestine that still clung to the Mosaic Law 
in rejection of Messiah and the new cove­
nant. Among them would be many resi­
dents of Chorazin and Bethsaida and Ca­
pernaum.
21. How did the Galilean cities Jesus condemned come 
under the execution of judgment A.D. 70?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

22 In Jesus’ day the Jewish system of 
things entered its “ time of the end” , par­
ticularly after his death on the stake and 
Jehovah’s nailing of the Law to the stake 
in cancellation of its power and operation. 
But the actual end of the temple service 
and its priesthood and sacrifices did not 
come until A.D. 70. Then was its accom­
plished end, though the temple service was 
no more effective with God immediately 
after Jesus’ death and resurrection and as­
cension. That was the nation of natural 
Israel’s “ time of the end” , and when Jeru­
salem’s fall came those who had not heeded 
Jesus’ warning to flee to the mountains had 
judgment executed against them, with 
finality. Then was accomplished a partial 
and miniature fulfillment of Jesus’ famous 
prophecy of Matthew 24. Major and com­
plete fulfillment comes in our day, is now 
in progress. Satan’s world entered its 
“ time of the end” A.D. 1914. There its 
license and authority to rule ended as far 
as Jehovah was concerned, though it re­
mains for a time, until its accomplished 
end, just as did the Jewish system of things. 
This present satanic system is in its judg­
ment period, and execution will come in 
this generation, at Armageddon. That exe­
cution of judgment against nations and in­
dividuals will be just as final as were the 
executions at the end of the typical judg­
ment periods of times past, such as the 
Noachian flood, the rain of fire on Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and the d e s t r u c t i o n  
wrought on natural Israel A.D. 70.
22. How was the Jewish judgment period a miniature 
fulfillment of Matthew 24? How is our time the major 
fulfillment?
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Hear ye  this, O house o f Jacob, who are called by the name o f Israel, and are com e 
forth  out o f the waters o f Judah; who swear by the name o f Jehovah, and make men­
tion o f the God o f Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness. . . .  Go ye  forth  from  
Babylon, flee ye from  the Chaldeans; with a voice o f singing declare ye, tell this, utter 
it even to the end o f the earth: say ye, Jehovah hath redeemed his servant Jacob. And 
they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts; he caused the waters to flow  
out o f the rock for them ; he clave the rock  also, and the waters gushed out. There is 

no peace, saith Jehovah, to the wicked .— Isa. 48:1, 2, 20-22, AS.



Fixing Destinies 

This Judgment Period

W E unquestionably 
enter a judgment 

period upon the second presence of Christ. 
Judgment began at the house of God, 
cleansed the anointed remnant of Baby­
lonish filth, released them from Baby­
lonish b o n d a g e ,  enabled them to flee 
greater Babylon to escape sharing in her 
plagues. They were freed to preach, to 
herald the establishment of the heavenly 
kingdom, to sound a warning of the im­
pending “ accomplished end” : “This good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in 
all the inhabited earth for the purpose of 
a witness to all the nations, and then the 
accomplished end will come.” (Matt. 24:14, 
21, 22; 1 Pet. 4:17, N This enlighten­
ment brought responsibility and laid a 
foundation for judgment: “ Now this is the 
basis for judgment, that the light has come 
into the world.” (John 3:19-21,
Hence the judgment that started at the 
house of God spread to take in all peoples 
of all nations, as Jesus had said it would 
at his second presence: “When the Son of 
man arrives in his glory and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit down on his glo­
rious throne. And all the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another, just as a shep­
herd separates the sheep from the goats. 
And he will put the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on his left.” The sheep who 
showed kindness to Christ’s brothers in­

herit new world bless­
ings, but the goats who 
refused kindness to them go off “ into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the Devil 
and his angels” . Christ’s judgment is: 
“These will depart into everlasting cutting- 
off, but the righteous ones into everlasting 
life.” The goats remain in greater Babylon 
and share her plagues; the sheep belong to 
God and live by heeding the command: 
“Get out of her, my people.”—Matt. 25:31- 
46, NW.

2 This judgment period will be completed 
during this generation, and when the exe­
cution of judgment starts at Armageddon 
the destinies of all persons then living will 
have been fixed. Some become perturbed 
over this, and speculate on the existence of 
a third class not separated into sheep and 
goat categories, and which will be resur­
rected in the millennium for its judgment 
period. Into this third class they would put 
all babes and children, and any adults not 
reached by the Kingdom message by the 
time Armageddon strikes. Such specula­
tors can produce no solid Scriptural sup­
port for their theory. It seems to be 
spawned either by human sentiment over 
creature salvation or by a negative, de­
featist attitude toward a successful com­
pletion of the preaching work. Or by both.

3 Jehovah’s Word states that the King­
dom message “will be preached in all the 
inhabited earth for the purpose of a wit-

1. What has been the progress of the present judgment 
period ?

2. What speculation is advanced, and on what grounds?
3, 4. Why is the theory of a third class unsound?
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ness to all the nations” . Will his word re­
turn void? his purpose unfulfilled? No; 
even the stones would cry out to prevent 
that! (Isa. 46:11; 55:11; Luke 19:40) To 
all nations, throughout the inhabited earth, 
the witness given will be sufficient to meet 
Jehovah’s purpose, and it will be completed 
before the “accomplished end” or Arma­
geddon comes. This witness will provide 
the basis for the judgment wherein the 
people of all nations are separated into 
sheep and goat classes, by Christ Jesus. 
Will Christ the Judge do a halfway job? 
Will he fail to complete the job outlined 
for him, and have an unforetold third class 
left over that he failed to separate? Or will 
he complete the dividing work Jehovah 
committed to him, and separate the people 
of all nations into just the two foretold 
classes, and thereby accomplish the divine 
purpose and fulfill the divine word?

4 This judgment period from 1914 to 
Armageddon is set aside for this separa­
tion work and is a part of the sign that we 
are in “ the time of the end” . Will Christ 
loiter at the separation work, so that he 
will have to finish it in a future judgment 
day, and fail to fully provide this part of 
the sign? Some argue that the parable of 
the sheep and goats applies on into the mil­
lennium. They ignore the fact that the sep­
aration is complete before the sheep inherit 
the new world blessings of the millennial 
reign, that this separation takes place when 
he arrives, not centuries thereafter. Na­
tions exist; there will be no such divisions 
along national lines in the new world. The 
judgment work assigned to this period 
must be completed before execution starts 
at Armageddon. Judgment at the house of 
God was completed, not left half done; so 
will it be with the judgment of the nations 
during the same judgment period.

6 In harmony with the illustration of the

5. How do Ezekiel’s prophecy and Jesus’ words leave 
no room for a third class?

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

sheep and goats, Ezekiel 9:4-6 (AT) shows 
but two classes, those marked for preserva­
tion and the unmarked ones appointed to 
destruction. And in this prophetic picture 
of Armageddon’s slaughter note that the 
executional forces do not spare individuals 
on the grounds of age or sex: “Slay with­
out mercy or pity. Old men, young men and 
maidens, little children and women—strike 
them all dead! But touch no one on whom 
is the mark.” Note that in this picture the 
ones preserved are those who did “sigh and 
cry for all the abominations” done in the 
land in reproach of Jehovah’s true wor­
ship. In the parable of sheep and goats the 
ones p r e s e r v e d  showed favor toward 
Christ’s brothers. In both cases the ones 
destroyed were those who remained indif­
ferent or neutral as well as opposers. Christ 
Jesus, during the judgment period when 
he was on earth, laid down the principle for 
such times: “He that is not on my side is 
against me, and he that does not gather 
with me scatters.” (Matt. 12:30, NW) No 
room remains for a third class.

FAMILY RESPONSIBILITY

6 Since Ezekiel 9:4-6 shows that some 
“ little children” are in the class eternally 
destroyed at Armageddon, on what basis 
are they put in that class in view of the 
fact that they are too young to be held ac­
countable for themselves? The Scriptures 
indicate a family responsibility or a fam­
ily merit under which the destiny of unre- 
sponsible children is determined. Scriptural 
examples of this principle will help meek 
and teachable ones mold their minds to fit 
in with God’s view on this matter, will help 
them get God’s thoughts on it rather than 
stubbornly clinging to their own. Theirs 
are not only fallible but also immaterial, 
since Jehovah’s are the ones that fix the
6. What principle operates for the classifying of small 
children ?
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principles that determine the outcome of 
the matter.

7 When Dathan and Abiram rebelled 
against Jehovah’s theocratic arrangement 
in the wilderness the earth swallowed them 
up. But not them alone, for the record 
shows that along with them perished 
“ their wives, and their sons, and their little 
children” . (Num. 16:23-33; Deut. 11:6) 
Did not Achan by his greed bring death 
not only to himself but to his sons and 
daughters as well, his entire household 
and possessions being destroyed with him? 
(Josh. 7:24-26) Did not David’s sin result 
in his offspring’s death? (2 Sam. 12:15-18) 
Ham’s trespass brought a curse upon his 
son Canaan. (Gen. 9:22-27) King Saul’s 
descendants suffered for his sins. (2 Sam. 
21:1-9) Also, the Mosaic Law stated that 
the iniquities of the parents should be vis­
ited upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation.

8 At a time of judgment Jesus said: “ If, 
then, a blind man guides a blind man, both 
will fall into a pit.” (Matt. 15:14, NW) 
That means not only clergy and laity but 
also parent and child. If a parent chooses 
to sin against the holy spirit despite the 
eternal interests of his offspring, that then 
becomes the responsibility of the parent. 
We have seen how the destructions at the 
time of the Flood and at the time of the 
fiery downpour on Sodom and Gomorrah 
were final. No small children were pre­
served in the ark; they must have been slain 
by Jehovah. Many babes and youngsters 
must have been in Sodom and Gomorrah, 
but their youthful innocence did not cause 
Jehovah to count them righteous. The pres­
ence of ten righteous ones would have 
saved the cities. There were certainly more 
than ten unresponsible children. Along 
with their unrighteous parents they were 
slain by Jehovah.—Gen. 18:20-33; 19:1-26.
7, 8. What Scriptural examples establish the principle?
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9 This principle of family responsibility 
also works in reverse, in what we might 
call family merit. Israelite firstborns were 
spared in the tenth plague because the fam­
ily heads obeyed Jehovah’s command to 
spatter the Passover lamb’s blood on the 
doorposts. (Ex. 12:7,13) Mephibosheth 
was spared because he was the son of 
Jonathan. (2 Sam. 21:7) Rahab’s wise 
course resulted in the preservation of her 
family. (Josh. 2:12-14) It was partly out 
of regard for Abraham that his nephew 
Lot was favored, and the angels that visited 
Sodom were, for Lot’s sake, going to allow 
him to take his relatives to safety with 
him. Their refusal and subsequent destruc­
tion shows that there must be co-operation 
with the family head if family merit is to 
be realized. (Gen. 19:12-14, 29) Of special 
interest to parents in these last days are 
Paul’s words: “The unbelieving husband 
is sanctified in relation to his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified in relation to 
the brother; o t h e r w i s e ,  your children 
would really be unclean, but now they are 
holy.” (1 Cor. 7:14, NW “Jehovah knows 
those who belong to him,” and that also 
means little children at Armageddon whose 
parents belong to Jehovah and who try to 
rear them according to God’s Word.—Deut. 
6:6,7; Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 2:19,

10 These facts should make those of Jeho­
vah’s witnesses who are parents soberly re­
flect on the theocratic training they now 
give their children. Parents are command­
ed to instruct their children in God’s ways, 
and if in these last days parents fail to heed 
the divine instructions they may bring de­
struction not only upon themselves but 
upon their small children at Armageddon. 
And if these small children become grown 
and responsible on their own before Arma­
geddon strikes, the parental training may 
determine whether they choose the course
9. How does this principle work for the salvation of 
children?
10. Why is proper parental training of children so vital ?
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of life or death. (Prov. 22:6) There comes 
a time when the maturing children shoul­
der the responsibility for themselves, hav­
ing reached an age of accountability and 
responsibly choosing the course they will 
follow. They then come out from under 
family responsibility or merit and under 
the principle of personal responsibility: 
“The person who sins shall die. A son is 
not to suffer for his father’s iniquity, nor 
a father for his son’s iniquity; the good 
man shall be credited with 
his own goodness, and the 
wicked man with his own 
wickedness.”—Ezek. 18:20,
Mo.

“ Some will argue that 
this text disproves the be­
lief that small children will 
perish with their wicked 
parents at the end of judg­
ment periods. But this text 
is not applicable to young­
sters. The setting clearly 
shows that the son being 
discussed is grown, and not 
a small child. The preced­
ing verses say that if a man 
is doing what is lawful and 
right he will live. If he begets a son that 
is violent, sexually depraved, oppressive 
of the poor and needy, a robber and an 
idolater, that wicked son will die for his 
iniquity. If the son shuns all these sins 
and does right, helps the poor, commits 
no crime, keeps God’s law, that son will 
live, w h e t h e r  his father be good or 
wicked. Each is on his own, being of the 
age of personal responsibility. Then all this 
is summed up in verse 20, above quoted. 
The verses that follow show that if the 
wicked son or father forsakes his evil- 
doing and does right he will live, and that 
if the good son or father turns evil he dies
11. Why is Ezekiel 18:20 inapplicable to children? What 
does it show?

B r o o k l y n , N .Y .

for i t  Now, what infant or small child 
could commit the sexual depravities or 
crimes or religious idolatries mentioned, or 
do the good works cited, or be able to weigh 
his course of action and decide to change 
it? The setting rules out any application 
of Ezekiel 18:20 to small children. So when 
of necessity young children come in for 
classification during a judgment period it 
is done on the basis of parental responsi­
bility, and not personal responsibility.

“ Ezekiel 18:20 links fa­
ther and son the way it 
does because in those olden 
days fully grown sons often 
remained in their father’s 
household and u n d e r  his 
headship; and this some­
times even after they were 
married. As long as they 
remained in their father’s 
household they acknowl­
edged his h e ad s h i p ,  but 
they did not stand or fall in 
God’s sight on the basis of 
their father’s conduct, in 
the way they once did when 
small. Though still in his 
household, they were ac­

countable for themselves. They chose their 
own course relative to right and wrong. 
Recall that in the wilderness rebellion the 
offspring of Dathan and Abiram perished 
with their fathers, but that the sons of 
Korah did not die with him. (Num. 26:9-11) 
Apparently Korah’s sons had reached the 
age of responsibility and did not follow 
their father in rebellion.

COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITY

13 In view of the etemalness of the de­
struction of those slain by Jehovah at Ar­
mageddon, some will ask about those who
12. Why does the text link father and son the way it
does?
13. What examples establish the principle of commu­
nity responsibility?
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may not personally hear the message, espe­
cially in some lands that prohibit the wit­
ness work. In addition to family responsi­
bility the Bible shows a communal or com­
munity responsibility, where a community 
upholds or goes along with rulers that per­
secute Jehovah’s people or are otherwise 
wicked. Did not the Egyptians suffer 
plagues because of Pharaoh’s hardness? 
(Ex. 5:1, 2; 9:13-16) Did not the Amalek- 
ites suffer for generations afterward be­
cause of Amalek’s opposition to Israel in the 
wilderness? (Ex. 17:8, 14, 16) King Saul 
brought trouble on Israel years after his 
death. (2 Sam. 21:1) David’s sins brought 
p u n i s h m e n t  upon the people. (2 Sam. 
12:10-23; 24:10-17) Some relate some of 
this to ruler punishment rather than com­
munity responsibility, but it does show how 
the sins of one can affect many. It was un­
questionably com m unity responsibility 
when Achan trespassed and brought a mili­
tary defeat on Israel. (Josh. 7:5, 13-21) 
Wicked men brought destruction upon the 
entire city of Gibeah, and those who sup­
ported Gibeah or merely refrained from 
helping punish her suffered with her. (Judg. 
19:22-30; 20:40; 21:9,10) Because King 
Jehoram of Judah deflected from God the 
nation went wrong and was punished. 
(2 Chron. 21:11-15) If idolatry started in 
a city in Israel and corrupted the inhabit­
ants the city was destroyed. And other ex­
amples c o u l d  be given. (Gen. 12:17; 
20:9, 17; 26:10; Deut. 13:12-18) Matthew 
10:14, 15, 23 shows households or cities 
that are unreceptive to the message will 
find judgment day unendurable. The prin­
ciple applies on a national scale also.

14 The people must accept responsibility 
for the nation’s acts. If the government be­
comes too oppressive against them they 
oust it, by either ballots or bullets. But 
wickedness against God they placidly toler-
14. Why can peoples of nations not complain if God 
operates on the principle of community responsibility?

345
ate. To them personal convenience and lib­
erty are more precious than godliness. 
They revolt from harsh rulers, but support 
godless ones. They lack the burning love 
for righteousness and the devouring hate 
for wickedness that would consume the 
corruption and immorality now rampant in 
all human governments. Rulers and ruled 
wallow in the trough of an international 
moral breakdown. (2 Tim. 3:1-5) Nations 
operate according to the principle of com­
munity responsibility. Rulers may start 
wars, but the people fight them. It is upon 
the people generally, young and old, male 
and female, that the enemy nation rains 
destruction, and not upon the wicked rul­
ers. The nations in their wars sow death on 
the basis of community responsibility. Will 
it not be just for them to reap it on the 
same basis at Armageddon? Can they 
rightly complain if they reap as they sow, 
are judged as they judged, are shown the 
same mercy they showed? If the people 
either actively or passively support what 
is corrupt and immoral and murderous, do 
they not bear some responsibility therefor? 
—Matt. 5:7; 7:1,2; Gal. 6:7; Jas. 2:13.

15 When the Israelites wanted a human 
king they were warned of the oppressions 
it would bring upon them. (1 Sam. 8:4-22) 
But they insisted on having human govern­
ment, and rightly bore responsibility for 
the evil-doing of the human king, since 
they wei’e responsible for his being put in 
a position where his flagrant sins were 
possible on a national scale. Today people 
vote into office politicians known to be cor­
rupt, and thus empower them to capitalize 
on evil-doing. That the people must bear 
the responsibility before God is shown not 
only in Israel’s case above mentioned but 
by Paul’s counsel to Timothy about ap­
pointments in the Christian congregation: 
“Never lay your hands hastily upon any
15. Why must the people accept responsibility for their
rulers’ acts?
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man; neither be a sharer in the sins of 
others; preserve yourself pure.” In addi­
tion to being warned against hasty appoint­
ments, Timothy was told what qualities to 
require of appointees to service positions. 
(1 Tim. 3:1-13; 5:22; 2 John 10,11,
Why all this precaution? So that he might 
avoid being “a sharer in the sins of others” . 
If he made improper appointments he 
would become responsible for the sins of 
such appointees, since he put them in posi­
tion to commit their sins that hurt the con­
gregation in God’s sight. So the people 
who either vote wicked rulers into office or 
allow them to remain in power must accept 
responsibility for such rulers’ official acts 
and sins against God and man.

16 Actually, the majority of the people 
today lack a love for right and hate for 
wrong. They know the world is corrupt to 
the core. Yet they are apparently satisfied 
with it. At least they stick with it, and 
scoff when Jehovah’s witnesses expose it. 
They seem to “ love to have it so” . (Jer. 
5:31; 6:13) The corruption around them 
gives license to their own lusts, deadens 
any feeble protests of anemic consciences, 
scuttles any remaining scruples. They fear 
only punishment, not evil-doing: “Because 
the sentence upon an evil deed is not quick­
ly executed, therefore the minds of the sons 
of men are fully determined to do evil.” 
(Eccl. 8:11, AT) They do not zealously 
“seek righteousness” , nor do they “sigh 
and cry” because of any offended sense of 
righteousness, but only when wrongs curb 
or halt their pursuit of selfish ends. (Ezek. 
9:4; Zeph. 2:3) They are repelled by Jeho­
vah’s message because it demands a separa­
tion from this corrupt, immoral, pleasure- 
mad world.

17 They are not like Noah was, for he 
was repelled by his fellow man whose 
“whole bent of his thinking was never any-
16. What is lacking in the majority of people today?
17. Who are they unlike? What will honest ones do 
even without a specific message from God?
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thing but evil” . They are not like Lot was, 
for “ that righteous man by what he saw 
and heard while dwelling among them from 
day to day was tormenting his righteous 
soul by reason of their lawless deeds” . They 
are not like those who are marked for 
preservation at Armageddon, who “sigh 
and cry for all the abominations that are 
done” . They are not like men of good will 
toward God today who gladly separate 
from the world because they have nothing 
in common with its corruption. (Gen. 6:5; 
Ezek. 9:4, AT;Jas. 1:27; 4:4; 2 Pet. 2:8, 
NW) They do not have to hear a specific 
message from God to be repelled by this 
world’s wickedness; not if they love right 
and hate wrong. Even without God’s Word 
men by nature and by conscience can note 
right and wrong. (Rom. 2:12-16) Those 
with honest hearts will sicken of this world, 
and more so as we advance toward Arma­
geddon, for right up to that time “wicked 
men and impostors will advance from bad 
to worse, misleading and being misled” . 
—2 Tim. 3:13, NW.

18 Some argue that ignorance is an ex­
cuse that will gain a resurrection for many 
of Armageddon’s slain, such as those per­
ishing because of community responsibil­
ity. They will cite Paul’s case. That former 
persecutor said: “ I was shown mercy, be­
cause I was ignorant and acted with a lack 
of faith.” But he was shown this mercy 
during a judgment period, and did not 
spurn it. He used it to eliminate his igno­
rance and build up his faith. This show of 
mercy was also for another reason, to dem­
onstrate divine long-suffering. (1 Tim. 
1:12-16, NW) So to say Paul was saved 
because of his ignorance is wrong. Because 
he acted in ignorance repentance was pos­
sible for him, he had not unforgivably 
sinned against knowledge or the manifes­
tation of the holy spirit. The world is full
18. How do some argue concerning ignorance, and why 
wrongly so?
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of Bibles, in more than 1,125 languages, 
and a glance at its pages is sufficient to 
convict the world’s conduct. But the mass­
es of people remain ignorant “ according to 
their wish” . (2 Pet. 3:5, In some past 
times ignorance was overlooked by God, 
but it is not so during a judgment period, 
whether it be the one in Noah’s day, or 
Lot’s day, or Jesus’ day, or our day, or 
during the millennium. That is the point 
Paul was making when he said: “True, 
God has overlooked the times of such 
ignorance, yet now he is telling mankind 
that they should all everywhere repent.” 
Why? “Because he has set a day in which 
he purposes to judge the inhabited earth.” 
(Acts 17:30, 31, NW) As previously stated, 
that day for most men will be the millen­
nial reign; but others have had or are hav­
ing their judgment period earlier. Such pe­
riods are no time for ignorance, but for 
repentance.

WHY WE WITNESS NOW

19 If ignorance during this present judg­
ment period is an excuse and is going to 
mean a resurrection for ignorant ones in 
the millennial reign, would it not be ad­
vantageous to let all remain ignorant now? 
If all those not personally preached to now 
and who are slain by Jehovah at Armaged­
don are going to return in the resurrection 
of mankind, why preach now at all? Even 
those who oppose the view that all Arma­
geddon’s slain are forever dead will admit 
that those hearing but not accepting the 
witness now will perish eternally at Arma­
geddon. Just for the sake of reasoning to­
gether, adopt their view for a moment. We 
preach to one thousand persons now, and 
perhaps one accepts the truth, while all the 
others reject it and die forever at Armaged­
don. But if we refrained from preaching 
to this one thousand, all would die at Ar-
19. Why is the view that ignorance will excuse many of 
Armageddon’s slain not conducive to zealous witness­
ing now?
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mageddon but all would return in a resur­
rection, not having heard the message. 
Surely when they returned in that new 
world far advanced toward perfect para­
dise, with no corrupting humans around 
and demonic influence gone, so our oppos- 
ers would incline to think and say, many 
more than one of that thousand would con­
form to new world requirements. Maybe 
only one would refuse. So why preach now 
and save one out of a thousand? Why not 
be silent now and save 999 out of a thou­
sand?

20 That, of course, would be folly. It 
would mean eternal destruction for the wit­
ness who remained silent. It means the 
stones would cry out the warning, if the 
watchman class failed to do so. (Ezek. 
33:7-9; Luke 19:40) The gospel-preaching 
is going to be done earth-wide, for Jehovah 
says so. And whether it is done on the basis 
of personal or family or community re­
sponsibility, the peoples of all nations are 
going to be separated into “sheep” and 
“goat” classes, for Jehovah says so. Those 
whom he slays at Armageddon will remain 
forever dead, for his prophetic pictures 
made at the time of the Flood and at the 
time of Sodom and Gomorrah’s destruction 
say so, along with the parable of the sheep 
and goats. This view is corroborated by 
John 5:28, 29 (NW ) : “The hour is coming 
in which all those in the memorial tombs 
will hear his voice and come out.”

21 Note that John 5:28,29 limits resur­
rections to those “ in the memorial tombs” . 
This means that only those whose exist­
ence Jehovah retains in his memory will 
be resurrected, which remembrance is in­
dicated or symbolized by the expression 
“memorial tombs” . That is why criminals 
considered unworthy of a resurrection were 
unceremoniously tossed into the Valley of 
Hinnom, or Gehenna, where their bodies
20, 21. (a) Why would that course be folly? (b) How 
do John 5:28, 29 and Jeremiah 25:33 confirm the view 
that Armageddon’s slain remain dead?
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were consumed, unlamented, unburied, 
without any tomb to remind of or memo­
rialize their former existence. So those not 
“ in the memorial tombs” , or not thus sym­
bolized as being in God’s memory, will not 
be remembered at resurrection time. What 
this means to us today is that those now 
living in this time of judgment and who 
fail for one reason or another to take a 
stand for Jehovah, and are therefore slain 
by him at the battle of Armageddon, will 
not be retained in his memory for a resur­
rection. That this group will include the 
majority of humans now living on earth is 
shown by Jeremiah 25:33: “The slain of 
the L ord shall be at that day from one end 
of the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither 
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung 
upon the ground.” These vast numbers 
slain by Jehovah and likened to dung 
strewn over the earth could hardly be con­
sidered as being “ in the memorial tombs” 
for Christ to remember and call forth dur­
ing the Millennium. He does not remember 
dung.

22 At Armageddon Jehovah will baptize 
this world with destructive fire: “The 
heavens and the earth that are now are 
stored up for fire and are being reserved to 
the day of judgment and of destruction of 
the ungodly men. . . . Jehovah’s day will 
come as a thief, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a hissing noise, but the 
elements being intensely hot will be dis­
solved, and earth and the works in it will 
be discovered. . . . the heavens being on 
fire will be dissolved and the elements be­
ing intensely hot will melt.” (2 Pet. 3:3-13, 
NW) Notice that this period of last days 

climaxed by Armageddon is called a “day 
of judgment and of destruction” , after 
which comes the promised new world of 
righteousness, the millennial reign.

22. What baptism awaits this world?
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23 This baptism of fire was foreshadowed 
by an ancient one, when upon “ Sodom it 
rained fire and sulphur from heaven and 
d e s t r o y e d  them all” . Later Jehovah 
“burned up Jacob like a flaming fire” and 
“poured out his wrath like fire” and “kin­
dled a fire in Zion” , when in 607 B.C. he 
used Nebuchadnezzar to immerse Jerusa­
lem and Judah in a fiery baptism because 
of their gross sins. (Lam. 2:3, 4; 4:11, AS) 
When Christ came to earth John the Bap­
tist spoke of the nearness of a baptism of 
fire upon the nation of unbelieving natural 
Jews, when they would be as a tree “cut 
down and thrown into the fire” and as 
“chaff he [Christ] will burn [them] up 
with fire that cannot be put out [by man] ” . 
(Matt. 3:10-12, NW) This baptism of fire 
came A.D. 70, when Rome’s imperial le­
gions d e s t r o y e d  Jerusalem and killed 
1,100,000 Jews and took 97,000 into cap­
tivity. A final baptism of fire will come 
upon those siding with Satan at the end 
of the thousand-year reign: “Fire came 
down out of heaven and devoured them.” 
(Rev. 20:9, NW) Like other fiery baptisms, 
this one comes at the end of a judgment pe­
riod, a thousand-year one. There is cer­
tainly no resurrection from that baptism 
of fire, for it is tied in with second death, 
the lake of fire and sulphur. So fire is un­
questionably the symbol for destruction 
that is final, whether used in connection 
with Armageddon or with the end of the 
millennial reign.

24 Those who are disturbed by this view 
of matters should remember several points. 
First, if Jehovah destroyed everyone there 
would be no injustice involved, since none 
has any inherent right to life. Second, the 
witness work will be done to the extent he 
deems necessary for separating all peoples 
and he will make no mistake. Did he not 
know before Noah ever preached or built
23. What other fire baptisms does the Bible mention?
24. What points should disturbed ones remember?
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that no others would join Noah and his 
household in the ark? Did he not know be­
fore Lot preached or angels performed 
miracles in Sodom that there were not 
even ten righteous ones there? Long be­
fore we can determine the bent of man’s 
mind toward sheeplikeness or goatlikeness 
Jehovah and Christ can judge and divide 
without making mistakes. And they are 
the Judges, not we. Third, the division is 
not completed yet, the judgment period 
not over. It is not the unfinished division 
now existing that counts, but the finished 
one that obtains at Armageddon’s start. 
Though we are in a judgment period, we 
need not view as finally destroyed all who 
die from various causes prior to the execu­
tion of judgment at Armageddon. Some in 
the preflood world who died before the 
deluge may be resurrected; some Sodom­
ites who died before fire and brimstone 
rained down may return; some Jews of 
Jesus and the apostles’ day not destroyed 
by the Roman executional forces may live 
again. But not those slain by the Lord in 
the Flood, or in the fiery rain on Sodom, 
or in the judgments executed A.D. 70, or 
during Armageddon. Some may die dur­
ing Armageddon who are not slain by Je­
hovah, such as some of his people whose 
physical organisms may not be able to 
endure the ordeal; but the vast majority 
will be “ the slain of the L ord”  who litter 
the earth like dung. They remain dead 
forever.

25 Also remember that Bible prophecies 
indicate that men and nations will inten­
sify their assaults against Jehovah’s peo­
ple and the work they are doing. Ezekiel 
chapters 38 and 39 speak of demon-inspired 
forces coming against Jehovah’s restored 
theocratic organization: “You shall ad­
vance like a storm, you shall come like a 
cloud covering the land, you and all your 
hordes, and many a people with you. . . .
25. What do Bible prophecies indicate lies ahead?
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It shall come to pass in the end of the days 
that I will bring you against my land, so 
that the nations may know me.” When 
this vicious assault occurs, Jehovah says: 
“My fury shall rise in my nostrils.” His 
indignation and fiery wrath is so awesome 
and terrible that every living thing will 
tremble, mountains topple down and cliffs 
tumble to the ground. Peoples are thrown 
into confused self-slaughter and Jehovah 
adds his destructive forces to annihilate 
this wicked world. (AT Intense persecu­
tions and conspiracies will doubtless come 
against Jehovah’s witnesses before Jeho­
vah’s fury rises to the point of launching 
his Armageddon destruction.

26 What an unprecedented opportunity 
faithful endurance of all this by Jehovah’s 
witnesses will give for sheeplike ones to 
show favor and goatlike ones to manifest 
their indifference! Just as now many see 
our huge assemblies and marvel at the 
wonderful unity made possible by God’s 
spirit, so then they will see more than ever 
the unflinching integrity displayed by us 
with the help of Jehovah’s spirit. The 
preaching work yet to be done, the in­
creases yet to come, the persecutions yet 
to be endured—all of this will be a further 
manifestation of Jehovah’s spirit working 
upon his people and will effect a further, 
sharper division of mankind before Arma­
geddon strikes. It is not by our own power 
and might that we will work and increase 
and endure, but by God’s spirit. Those who 
fight Jehovah’s visible organization, upon 
which his spirit is manifest, sin against 
the holy spirit, unforgivably so. Those not 
participating in this opposition but con­
doning it or indifferent to it fit those the 
parable pictures as goats. Whether actively 
or passively or indifferently going along 
with the world in its assaults against Jeho­
vah’s witnesses, individuals come under
26. How will a further and sharper division yet be 
effected, with what added responsibility upon the people?
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either personal or community responsibil­
ity therefor.—Zech. 4:6.

27 So let all know that this time of judg­
ment of the nations is not a mere dress re­
hearsal for a future and decisive second 
judgment to come, thereby making the de­
struction of individuals at Armageddon 
not count for eternity. Know that all liv­
ing at Armageddon will be baptized, either 
with fire for destruction with the wicked 
or with salvation for life with the theo-
27. What should we now know?

•  One child lives because it has consecrated 
parents. Another dies with its wicked parents. 
Some persons hear the Kingdom message and 
live. Others may never hear it and die at Ar­
mageddon. Their opportunities are not equal. 
Would not justice require equal opportunity? 
—L. S., Ohio.

Justice could demand the death of everyone, 
since none are righteous of themselves. All 
are sinners and have earned sin’s wages, which 
is death. (Rom. 3:10; 6:23) Not justice but love 
inspired the provision of a ransom price, and its 
value or merit belongs to God and Christ for 
them to use as they see fit. Who are we to tell 
them how to use what is their own? In an 
illustration some vineyard laborers tried to do 
such dictating, when they thought they were 
not being fairly treated, and suffered severe 
rebuke. (Matt. 20:1-16) After God has shown 
in his Word that he sometimes operates on 
principles of family and communal responsibil­
ity, and after we see that some of such instanc­
es pictured Armageddon and involve a with­
holding of the ransom benefits from those de­
stroyed, on what grounds can we thereafter 
argue that he should act contrary to these 
principles? Equal opportunity for every indi­
vidual? What scriptures establish this as a 
divine principle, and eliminate those of family 
and community responsibility?

B r o o k l y n ,  N . Y .

cratic organization. Know that off-focus 
sentimentality for creature salvation will 
not alter God's Word or sway him from 
his purpose. Know that those really con­
cerned in a practical way for their fellow 
man will not waste time fretting over the 
eternalness of Armageddon's destruction, 
but will zealously preach to save both 
themselves and others. (1 Tim. 4:16) In 
short, know that God meant what he said 
when he warned: “Get out of her, my 
people."

Actually, to secure equal opportunity for 
everyone in the absolute sense would involve 
far more than merely letting everyone hear 
the message. There are many influences out­
side the individual’s control that affect his stand 
toward the truth. Wicked parents that keep the 
message from their small children is only one 
case. Oppressive rulers that keep it from the 
peoples under their control is only another case. 
There are more. In one heathen country preach­
ing has been done for many years, with prac­
tically no results so far as those steeped in the 
native religions are concerned. Is it their fault 
that they were born and raised in an environ­
ment that warped their minds beyond the reach 
of the truth? Some nationalities or races seem 
to have traits of stubbornness. Others are 
marked by qualities of humility and teachable­
ness. More of the former reject the truth; more 
of the latter accept it. Not many wise or power­
ful or noble get the truth— it is not God’s pur­
pose. He deliberately chooses more of the fool­
ish and weak and ignoble to put the worldly 
great ones to shame. (1 Cor. 1:26-31) So it is 
not just wicked parents or dictatorial rulers 
that influence a person’s destiny. Other things 
beyond his control, such as the nation or race 
or station of life in which he was born, are 
weighty factors.

Aside from these big divisions there are many 
influencing elements. One person is raised by 
staunch Catholic parents and now is old. An­
other is raised by parents who did not indoc­
trinate him with any false religion and is 
young. Both hear the truth for the first time. 
Equal opportunity? Not in the absolute sense, 
for it is easier for the young, flexible mind 
free of false doctrine to embrace the truth 
than for the old, set mind cluttered with creedal
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errors. A third person may have been raised in 
the truth. Is not his opportunity for accepting 
it when he reaches the age of responsibility far 
better than that of others? Certainly. W e can­
not ignore the vital role played by home train­
ing, as Proverbs 22:6 shows. The varying en­
vironments of home and school, factory and 
office affect the individual’s mental outlook and 
capacities. “Do not be misled. Bad associations 
spoil useful habits.” (1 Cor. 15:33, N W ) The 
spoilage can proceed till one becomes like a 
brute beast fit only to be destroyed. (2 Pet. 
2:12) A  delinquent world, a dictatorial nation, 
a degenerate community, wicked parents, bad 
playmates— all are environmental factors that 
can corrupt the growing child in its formative 
years until when old it is beyond recovery and 
reform. Even inherited personality traits may 
make it easier for one to grasp the truth than 
another. So absolutely equal opportunity is not 
as simply provided as hearing the message.

View another aspect of the matter. Some 
have their judgment period now and hear the 
message. Others have it in the millennial reign. 
Undoubtedly acceptance will be easier then, in 
a righteous new world. And if we are looking 
for grounds for complaint, did the faithful men 
before Christ have equal opportunity? They 
had no opportunity for heavenly existence as 
immortal, incorruptible spirit creatures who 
are privileged to reign with Christ and stand 
before Jehovah himself. Their earthly reward 
does not equal that of the higher calling. And 
the “other sheep” now, should they grumble 
against God because they do not have an equal 
opportunity with the anointed to go to heaven?

The “equal opportunity” argument is spawned 
by the human tendency to overrate human im­
portance. W e must not commit Adam and Eve’s 
blunder of trying to decide what is good and 
what is evil, what is just and what is unjust. 
(Gen. 3:4-6, 22) W e must be willing to dismiss 
our own thoughts to make room for God's 
thoughts, and bend our thinking to conform 
to the principles of God as shown in his Word, 
even on this point of family and community 
responsibility. (Isa. 55 :8 ,9) Ridding ourselves 
of prejudiced, biased human views, we can view 
matters as God does, appreciating the great 
Potter’s power over creatures of clay, that he 
can make one vessel for honorable use and 
another for dishonorable use, that through the 
one he can show forth his glory and mercy and 
through the other he can show after much 
long-suffering his righteous wrath against what
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is evil. If Jehovah chooses to do something, 
“What of it? O man, who, then, really are you 
to be answering back to God?” (Rom. 9:24,20, 
N W ) Seeing that there may not be the equal­
ness of opportunity that we once thought in our 
fallible human way of viewing things, how 
should it affect those of us so favored as to be 
in the truth? It should greatly humble us and 
fill us with gratitude to God for his undeserved 
kindness toward us. And rather than want God 
to conform to our ideas of saving people, if 
we are really concerned about those who have 
not yet heard the message we will do all in our 
power to see to it that they do hear, as a result 
of our own zealous preaching activity. So let 
your zeal in witnessing be the real measure of 
your concern for people.

•  When David displeased God by numbering 
Israel, 2 Samuel 24:1 says God moved him to 
do it, whereas 1 Chronicles 21:1 says Satan 
caused him to do it. Also, in 2 Samuel 24:9  
the sum given is 800,000 Israelites and 500,000 
Judeans, whereas 1 Chronicles 21:5 numbers 
Israel’s fighting men at 1,100,000 and Judah’s 
at 470,000. How can these differences be har­
monized?— H. B., Massachusetts.

God is sometimes spoken of in Scripture 
as doing what he merely permits to be done by 
another. Thus in 2 Samuel 24:1 it states: “The 
anger of the L ord was kindled against Israel, 
and he moved David against them to say, Go, 
number Israel and Judah.” But Jehovah was not 
the one that moved David to sin. It was Satan, 
as 1 Chronicles 21:1 states: “Satan stood up 
against Israel, and provoked David to num­
ber Israel.” God was displeased with Israel and 
hence permitted Satan to bring this sin upon 
them, and for that reason 2 Samuel reads as 
though God did it himself. Rotherham’s trans­
lation shows it was by God’s sufferance rather 
than his doing: “The anger of Yahweh kindled 
against Israel, so that he suffered David to be 
moved against them saying, Go count Israel 
and Judah.” The Septuagint in its English trans­
lation goes so far as to insert “Satan” in the 
place of the pronoun “he”. The marginal read­
ing in the King James Version  gives “Satan” 
instead of “he”.

Regularly enlisted in the royal service were
288,000 troops, divided into 12 groups of 24,000 
each. They served under a rotation system 
whereby each group of 24,000 served one month 
during the year. There were an additional 12,000 
attendant on the twelve princes of the tribes,
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making a total of 300,000. Apparently the
1.100.000 of 1 Chronicles includes this 300,000 
already enlisted, whereas 2 Samuel does not. 
(Num. 1 :16; Deut. 1:15; 1 Chron. 27:1-22) As 
for Judah, 2 Samuel apparently counted in
30.000 who were in an army of observation 
stationed on the Philistine frontiers, and which 
were not included in the 1 Chronicles figure. 
(2 Sam. 6 :1) W e note that in 2 Samuel the 
record does not say “all they of Israel were”, 
as it does in the more complete summation in 
1 Chronicles, but just “there were in Israel”, 
not using the all-inclusive expression, since it 
did not include in its numbering the regularly 
enlisted forces. Again, in 1 Chronicles the ac­
count does not say “all they of Judah were”, 
as it did in the case of Israel, but only “and 
Judah was”, since it left out 30,000 and hence 
was not all-inclusive.

So when the entire picture is brought under 
examination, when we remember that the ac­
counts were written by different men, who had

GIVING GOD’S WORD FIRST PLACE IN OUR LIVES
“How can a young man keep his path pure? 

By heeding thy word. I find joy in thy statutes; 
I will not forget thy word.” (Psalm 119:9, 16, 
AT) This is pre-eminent counsel for both young 
and old and shows the attitude one should take 
toward God’s Word. Honest and sincere persons 
today seek to know and do God’s will. The study 
of God’s Word is essential for such. They learn 
precious truths from the perusal of its pages, 
and then also seek to share the knowledge 
gained with others, near and far. Accordingly, 
during the months of June, July and August, 
Jehovah’s witnesses throughout the world, will 
make a special effort to get into the isolated 
and more-difficult-to-reach places with the mes­
sage of God’s kingdom. You, too, may share the 
knowledge you have with others, calling on 
your friends and neighbors. If you desire fur­
ther particulars, contact Jehovah’s witnesses 
in your vicinity or write the Society. Giving 
God’s Word the first place in your life in this 
way will bring you great joy and blessing.

B r o o k l y n , N . Y .

different views in mind, we can harmonize the 
two accounts without difficulty.

•  Did other persons live before Adam ? Where 
did Cain get his wife?— G. B., Alberta, Canada.

Adam and Eve were the first humans; all 
others have descended from them. Of Adam  
Genesis 5:4 says: “He begat sons and daugh­
ters.” One of these daughters Cain married. 
Not one of them was mentioned in the record 
at the time of her birth, but all were merely 
acknowledged at the close of the account of 
Adam’s life. The Bible seldom indicates the 
birth of girls individually. Prior to Genesis 5 :4  
other men are spoken of as having wives and 
begetting offspring, yet no record of the birth 
of these women appears. Cain’s case is not ex­
ceptional. (Gen. 4:16-26) Incidentally, even 
evolutionary scientists generally hold that there 
was only one original pair, and that their off­
spring interbred, brother with sister.

BROOKLYN BETHEL VACATION
The Society’s offices, factory and Bethel home 

in Brooklyn, New York, will be closed from 
August 9 to 24 inclusive for the annual vaca­
tion. Orders and correspondence sent in during 
that period will not be handled until some time 
after the reopening of the offices. To avoid de­
lays it will be necessary to anticipate your needs 
well in advance and place your orders in ample 
time for attention before the vacation period.

“WATCHTOYVER” STUDIES 
Week of July 6: “Get Out of Her, My People,” 

If 1-16.
Week of July 13: “Get Out of Her, My People,” 

i f  17-22; also, Fixing Destinies in This 
Judgment Period, i f  1-12.

Week of July 20: Fixing Destinies in This 
Judgment Period, I f 13-27.
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