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HAPPINESS IN AN UNSTABLE WORLD
4 4 ̂ T 'H IN G S have changed since I was 

J_ young,” laments the sage who 
regrets the passing of the “good old days” . 
Many experts would agree and some of 
them point out that the world’s last year 
of normalcy was in 1913. Since then, multi­
plied wars and upheavals have driven 
would-be world builders from one frantic 
scheme to another in search of a workable 
“new order of things” . Their continued 
failures bring to mind the wisdom of Solo­
mon, who, even in his ancient and peaceful 
times, was able to discern this folly.

“Men may say of something, ‘Ah, this is 
new!’—but it existed long ago before our 
time. I have seen all that goes on in this 
world; it is a vain, futile business. You 
cannot straighten what is twisted, nor can 
you count up the defects in life. I went in 
for great works, I built mansions, planted 
vineyards, laid out gardens and parks . . . 
Richer and richer I grew, . . . But when I 
turned to look at all I had achieved and at 
my toil and trouble, then it was all vain 
and futile. Nothing in this world is worth 
while. For what can he do who succeeds 
the king? Nothing but what the king has 
done already.”—Eccl. 1:10,14,15; 2:4,5, 
9,11,12, Mo.

Since A.D. 1914 Solomon’s logic relative 
to world conversion takes on more meaning 
than ever. For now we witness fulfillment 
of the global wars, catastrophes, upheavals 
and fears Jesus said to look out for as a 
sure sign of his appearance in Kingdom

power. (Matt. 24; Mark 13; Luke 21) It 
would be paralleled by war in heaven and 
Satan’s ouster there, the Devil and asso­
ciate demons being hurtled earthward to 
roar about in anger and await his now 
early finish at Armageddon. (Rev. 12:7-12) 
How futile indeed to now seek lasting hap­
piness through this old system of things 
and its devil-inspired woes!

It does no good for pseudo optimists to 
prophesy fairer tomorrows for these gov­
ernments. Even while they boast, wars and 
civil strife rip the Orient. Russia’s bear, in 
constant fear of insurrection, growls and 
throws out disloyal satellite leaders. And 
the West fares no better. France shuffles 
her cabinets like playing cards and picks 
premiers from a political grab bag. Eng­
land’s labor government labored in vain 
to even keep alive. And the United States, 
most influential power on earth, has been 
convicted of corruption in the highest 
offices and was labeled “ intellectually dis­
honest” by her former president.

But surely in the West’s prized “ Chris­
tian religion” a moral force for w o r l d  
stability will be found. So her well-paid 
clergy and hangers-on would like to be­
lieve. But where is such force?

Have such faiths stood in rocky firm­
ness for true Christianity? If so, why the 
trend by Protestant and Catholic alike to 
embrace God-defying evolution while still 
professing to believe the Bible? And why 
do the pincers of communism stab through
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4
Catholic central and western Europe, im­
periling even the Vatican itself and pro­
moting speculation of a possible papal ab­
dication and retreat by the college of car­
dinals to a refuge in the Western Hemi­
sphere? Why, in the face of all this, does 
Christendom keep praying and praying and 
praying without result? James answers: 

“ You desire, and yet you do not have. 
You go on murdering and coveting, and 
yet you are not able to obtain. You go on 
fighting and waging war. You do not have 
because of your not asking. You do ask, 
and yet you do not receive, because you are 
asking for a wrong purpose, that you may 
expend it upon your cravings for sensual 
pleasure.”—Jas. 4:2,3,

Yes, God knows rebellious Christendom, 
knows how she would only use his favor 
toward her for selfish, sensual pleasure. 
So he withholds it and warns that her 
hypocrisy will plunge her to destruction at 
Armageddon at the hands of the very po­
litical princes she has tricked. But her 
heavy and dulled eyes and ears cannot note 
this. Christendom is dazed and reeling. 
—Rev. 17; Isa. 29:9-11, M

Then who in the world is happy in these 
times? In his sermon on the mount Jesus 
described the class of persons that would 
be joyful. Unlike pompous, boastful Chris­
tendom, he said these people would be 
“hungering and thirsting for righteous­
ness” and “ conscious of their spiritual 
need” . He said they would be the ones 
mourning over conditions of the old sys­
tem so that they could be made glad by 
news of the new, of Christ’s kingdom. They 
would be the mild-tempered ones, willing 
to learn. They would be merciful to others 
and pure in heart concerning their inten­
tions, willing to use God’s Word rightly. 
He links these happy ones up with the 
world-wide preachers of his kingdom men­
tioned in Matthew 24:14 by the description 
common to both classes, they would be
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hated for his name and for righteousness’ 
sake. Here he tells them to leap for joy on 
that account and, “ Let your light shine 
before mankind, that they may see your 
right works and give glory to your Father 
who is in the heavens.”—Matt. 5:3-16, NW.

What proof do we have that such happi­
ness is alive in the world in 1952? Shaky, 
unsteady Europe received a unique testi­
mony of it last summer. Amid the very in­
stability of those many governments and 
confused peoples just related, a chain of 
international conventions was held across 
that continent’s western portion. Rather 
than political or sectarian, these assem­
blies met to equip Jehovah’s Christian min­
isters, his modern-day witnesses, for their 
work of preaching the good news of God’s 
kingdom by Christ.

These assemblies radiated confidence. 
The bearers of the Kingdom announcement 
have the confidence of God’s Word that 
the universal war of Armageddon will 
throw open the portals on a glorious new 
world for mankind. This is a confidence 
possible only by those now representing the 
kingdom of the heavens. Their king, Christ 
Jesus, has already won the initial victory 
over Satan the Devil, the founder of the 
“ iron curtain” idea. Through censorship, 
prejudice, wrong religious teachings and 
persisting world instability, that great dic­
tator tries to keep all mankind preoccupied 
behind an iron curtain and away from the 
liberating Kingdom message.

Be glad to know that the Devil will fail.' 
Even now the Kingdom announcement 
penetrates through all nations and all 
kinds of government. Its joyful bearers are 
determined to keep on, increasing their 
witness to the kingdom of God and its 
stability and blessings. Their happiness and 
right works remain like great lights in a 
dark world. What a joy to say to more 
and more listeners, “Be glad, you nations, 
with his people.”—Rom. 15:10, NW.
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OF GOD’S VISIBLE 
ORGANIZATION

“From, him all the body, by being harmoniously 
joined together and being made to cooperate through 
every joint which gives what is needed, according 
to the functioning of each respective member in due 
measure, makes for the growth of the body for the 

building up of itself in love.” —Eph. 4:16,

JEHOVAH, the great Sovereign Ruler of 
the universe, has shown undeserved 

kindness to the least of humanity, men and 
women just like us. Paul was a recipient 
of this undeserved kindness. He appreci­
ated it so much, he just had to express it 
in words as well as in works. The grati­
tude to Jehovah that was Paul’s he wanted 
all other persons to feel too. That is why 
he wrote so fervently to Timothy, saying: 
“I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who delegated power to me, because he 
considered me trustworthy by assigning me 
to a ministry, although formerly I was a 
blasphemer and a persecutor and an inso­
lent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mer­
cy, because I was ignorant and acted with 
a lack of faith. But the undeserved kind­
ness of our Lord abounded exceedingly 
along with faith and love that is in con­
nection with Christ Jesus. Trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance is the say­
ing that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. Of these I am foremost. 
Nevertheless, the reason why I was shown
1. What has Jehovah shown the least of humanity, and 
how did Paul feel about It?

mercy was that by means of me 
as the foremost case Christ Je­
sus might demonstrate all his 
longsuffering for a sample of 
those who are going to rest their 
faith on him for everlasting life.” 
—1 Tim. 1:12-16,

2 It was so fine of Paul to speak 
frankly to this young man Timo­
thy, who also wanted to gain life 
and who could gain it, too, be­
cause of the undeserved kindness 
of Jehovah. Acknowledging his 
insolent disposition in times past, 
Paul tells Timothy of the unde­
served kindness God showed to­
ward him even though he was a 
blasphemer. He appreciated this 

love. The abounding joy in Paul’s expres­
sion to Timothy was over the fact that the 
Lord Jesus Christ had considered him 
trustworthy and had delegated him to be a 
minister. What an assignment! What a 
privilege! Paul certainly appreciated his 
ministry, and in the book of Acts the ac­
count of his life of service shows that.

3 When, on another occasion, Paul wrote 
to the Ephesians he also had this same 
thought—the ministry—in mind. He told 
the congregation at Ephesus that God had 
extended to him a kindness that was unde­
served. Certainly neither Paul nor the 
Ephesians nor any other of the human fam­
ily deserved kindness from God. But still 
Paul was shown such love and was given the 
opportunity to declare good news to the na­
tions concerning God’s love and to make 
known the majesty, the power and the 
wonderfulness of the Creator and his Son. 
Paul stated it this way, when he wrote to 
the Ephesians: “To me, a man less than 
the least of all holy ones, this undeserved
2. Over what was Paul’s abounding joy in this connec­
tion?
3. In this regard, how did Paul express himself to the 
Ephesians ?
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6
kindness was given, that I should declare 
to the nations the good news about the un­
fathomable riches of the Christ and should 
make men see how the sacred secret is ad­
ministered which has from past eternity 
been concealed in God, who created all 
things.”—Eph. 3:8, 9,

4 Jehovah did something for Paul, he was 
now a free man in line for everlasting life. 
He came away from the bondage of that 
old system of things in which he had lived, 
and now for the first time he had freeness 
of speech that comes to God’s people 
through knowledge of Jehovah. What Paul 
learned about God’s revealed purposes 
through Christ Jesus gave him confidence 
to do his work, through his faith. This 
faith was never shaken. He proved this by 
doing good works now in the role of a per­
secuted man, not the persecutor he had 
once been. His trials, tribulations and buf- 
fetings were many; still he was faithful un­
to death. He was a man of integrity. He 
knew God’s will and he was ‘resting his 
faith in Christ for everlasting life’. Paul 
must have been an inspiration and a good 
example for others to follow, because he 
himself was following in the footsteps of 
Christ Jesus.

5 But what about other Christians? Were 
they faithfully following Christ? Did God’s 
undeserved kindness have the same effect 
on them as it did on Paul? Yes, it did. Con­
sider the early Christians: The Jews had 
failed as a nation to keep their covenant 
with Jehovah God. They were once chosen 
to be God’s name-people, but now when 
Jehovah had revealed the sacred secret, his 
Son Christ Jesus as the Messiah, they 
would not accept him. So the call went 
forth to the Gentile nations in order to 
take out from them a people for God’s
4. What freeness did Paul now enjoy, and how did he 
manifest his faith?
5, 6. How had Jehovah’s undeserved kindness been dis­
played to the Gentiles as a result of the revealing of his 
sacred secret?
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name. The sacred secret that had been con­
cealed for generations, that is, how Jeho­
vah God would bless all the families of the 
earth, was now revealed in Christ Jesus. 
According to it Jehovah had now shown 
mercy and undeserved kindness toward the 
Gentiles as well as the Jews. Both kinds of 
“nations” , or all kinds of men, could now 
accept the Messiah and get in line for ever­
lasting life. Truly, Jehovah God knew from 
the foundation of the world how he was 
going to work out his purposes for the 
blessing of all the families of the earth and 
the vindication of his name, even though 
he had not revealed this to the fullest ex­
tent in times past.

0 For centuries Jehovah God had no deal­
ings with the Gentiles, but now the way 
was open for them to become Christians, 
God’s chosen servants, Jehovah’s witness­
es. In writing to the Romans about their 
being shown so much mercy and so much 
kindness not deserved (for they had done 
nothing to honor Jehovah), Paul ex­
claimed: “Oh the depth of God’s riches and 
wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable 
his judgments are and past tracing out his 
ways are! For ‘who has come to know Jeho­
vah’s mind, or who has become his coun­
selor?” ’ (Rom. 11:33,34, It is in­
comprehensible, but still Jehovah’s unde­
served kindness was extended to the Gen­
tiles; and those who dedicated themselves 
to the Most High and came into the congre­
gation or visible organization became spec­
tacles before men and angels.

7 It was about nineteen hundred years 
ago that this visible organization, the con­
gregation of God’s people, was brought into 
existence. The recipients of this unde­
served kindness were taken into a new 
covenant with God, not the old law cove­
nant. The old one mediated by Moses had 
been abolished with the impaling of Christ
7. Into what were those who received this undeserved 
kindness taken, and what were they to be?
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Jesus. This new covenant was the law of 
God written in the hearts of the covenant­
ers, not on tablets of stone. These New 
Covenant persons were to be “ a people for 
his name” . These were the ones like Christ 
Jesus, namely, Paul and all the early faith­
ful followers of Christ, the proclaimers of 
the kingdom of God.

8 A new system of things, a new organi­
zation, was starting, and it was of vital im­
portance. The selection of the bride of 
Christ had begun and it was to be made up 
of 144,000 faithful followers of the Lord 
Jesus. At that time this selection of the 
bride and the forming of this visible or­
ganization wherein each individual must 
be faithful unto death was a very serious 
matter; and so the members appreciated 
to the full that they must work together 
in unity, because in God’s undeserved kind­
ness he had brought them together for a 
special purpose. Eventually the eyes of the 
world would be upon them and certainly 
the angels in heaven were watching the 
outworkings of God’s marvelous arrange­
ments. Here were the announcers of Jeho­
vah’s kingdom, which is the only hope of 
the world. Could anything be more vital or 
important than the Kingdom?

“FREENESS OF SPEECH”

9 Jehovah had purposed that men should 
“see how the sacred secret is adminis­
tered” , and hence that which had been con­
cealed in God was now being revealed, and 
“this was to the end that now to the gov­
ernments and the authorities in the heav­
enly places there might be made known 
through the congregation the greatly diver­
sified wisdom of God, according to the eter­
nal purpose which he formed in connection 
with the Christ, Jesus our Lord, by means 
of whom we have this freeness of speech
8. What made the new organization that was started of 
such vital importance?
9. What had God purposed for men to see, and toward 
what end were things now moving forward?

7
and an approach with confidence through 
our faith in him. Wherefore I ask you not 
to give up on account of these tribulations 
of mine in your behalf, for these mean 
glory for you” . (Eph. 3:10-13, Yes, 
“ the eternal purpose which he [Jehovah] 
formed in connection with the Christ” was 
now being accomplished. Things were mov­
ing ahead to the vindication of Jehovah’s 
name and word. The congregation of God 
was now his visible organization making 
known the good news about Christ and 
heralding the glad tidings of the kingdom 
of the heavens. A true foundation was laid 
with Christ Jesus, the faithful and true 
witness, and, come what may, whether 
tribulations to any individual member of 
the congregation or the dispersing of the 
companies of Jehovah’s w i t n e s s e s ,  all 
would still “ rest their faith on him for 
everlasting life” and speak with the won­
derful freeness of speech Christ Jesus had 
given them.

10 You see, during his ministry Jesus in­
troduced a freeness of thought and speech 
that had vanished from the earth by his 
time. It was he who said: “This means 
everlasting life, their taking in knowledge 
of you, the only true God, and of the one 
whom you sent forth, Jesus Christ.” (John 
17:3, NW) The world’s religions had a 
powerful hold on the people. Millions of 
persons of all nations, tribes, peoples and 
tongues were in a definite rut. The truths 
Jehovah had set forth centuries before Je­
sus’ time were till then hidden. The Israel­
ites were just as bad off as all the other 
nations, for they had forsaken Jehovah’s 
teachings for the traditions of men. When 
Christ Jesus came he demonstrated by his 
words and actions a freeness of speech that 
cheered the hearts of men.

11 His sayings were not based on any old 
false religious tradition. What he taught
10. During his ministry what did Jesus introduce and 
demonstrate, and why?
11. What contributed to his freeness of speech?
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he did not learn in the schools of his day. 
He learned it by studying the Hebrew 
Scriptures, by communicating with God in 
prayer and by dedicating himself to doing 
his Father’s will. It was this anointed One, 
the Master, who said: “The truth will set 
you free.” (John 8:32, NW) Certainly Je­
sus was free from this old world. He was 
no part of it even though he was in it. He 
was a man free to say the things that were 
true and righteous and an honor to Jeho­
vah’s name. He was free to do the things 
that would bring praise to his heavenly 
Father. He restored pure worship of the 
Most High God. He condemned hypocrites 
and false religions with their idol worship.

12 Paul recognized these priceless and 
fearless qualities in Christ Jesus, and it was 
through Christ Jesus that he himself re­
ceived his freeness of speech. To speak the 
truth concerning Jehovah and his Son and 
God’s kingdom was certainly speaking 
freely, for all nations and their rulers were 
and still are against Jehovah God’s king­
dom and its rule by Christ Jesus.

13 All the persons in the congregation of 
God must have this same freeness of 
thought and expression and must no longer 
be tied down to the oppressive thinking 
of the world. They must not be caged up 
or hemmed in; they must come forth free 
from this world’s prison houses. Jehovah 
made provision for this freedom through 
his Son Christ Jesus. It was Christ who 
said in the synagogue in Nazareth one 
sabbath day: “Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, 
because he anointed me to declare good 
news to the poor, he sent me forth to 
preach a release to the captives and a re­
covery of sight to the blind, to send the 
crushed ones away with a re lease ,  to 
preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” (Luke 
4:18,19, NW) He was quoting from Isaiah,
12. Why does Kingdom preaching mean freeness of 
speech?
13. How did Jesus secure for all the congregation this 
freeness of speech?
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chapter 61, and after his anointing he 
went forward doing that great work of re­
leasing the captives, or sending the crushed 
ones away with a release. He pointed to 
Jehovah’s acceptable year of freedom now 
from this old world. The time had now 
come for people to be free from the bond­
age of this dying old world, and Christ Je­
sus was showing them the way to that free­
dom. The congregation of God knew this!

14 Jesus had not preached this freedom 
message too many years before the scribes, 
the Pharisees and the rulers of that day 
had had enough of his free speech which 
he was talking throughout Palestine. It be­
came the determination of these worldly 
mighty ones to do away with him. The 
record is clear as to how, time and time 
again, these scribes and Pharisees tried 
to trap Jesus and bring about some sort 
of false trial and a cause to silence him. 
Eventually they succeeded in having him 
impaled upon the torture stake until dead. 
Now he could talk no more. What relief 
for them! They were confident that free­
dom of speech had been stifled. No longer 
would people be trying to free themselves 
from the influence of the scribes and Phari­
sees and be listening to this man. They 
thought they could hold their people in 
their prison houses. But how wrong they 
were! Consider Jesus’ prayer and note his 
request to his heavenly Father for those 
he was leaving behind as free people:

15 “I have made your name manifest to 
the men you gave me out of the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have observed your word. 
They have now come to know that all the 
things you gave me are from you; because 
the sayings that you gave me I have given 
to them, and they have received them and 
have certainly come to know that I came
14. How did the Jewish religious leaders try to stifle 
such freeness of speech?
15. To the disciples he left behind what did Jesus give 
for their freeness of speech?
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out as your representative, and they have 
believed that you sent me forth. Also I am 
no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world and I am coming to you. Holy Fa­
ther, watch over them out of respect for 
your own name which you have given me, 
in order that they may be one just as we 
are. I have given your word to them, but 
the world has hated them, because they 
are no part of the world just as I am no 
part of the world.” (John 17:6-8,11,14, 
NW) Jesus’ disciples had the truth and 
they must speak it. They did.

16 It was shortly after the resurrection 
of Christ Jesus that he organized his fol­
lowers so as to accomplish the great work 
to be done. When talking with his disciples 
he had told them that they would remem­
ber the things he had spoken to them and 
that he would send them a helper, God’s 
spirit, to remember these important things. 
“ I have many things yet to say to you, but 
you are not able to bear them at present. 
However, when that one arrives, the spirit 
of the truth, he will guide you into all the 
truth, for he will not speak of his own im­
pulse, but what things he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things 
coming. That one will glorify me, because 
he will receive from what is mine and will 
declare it to you.”—John 16:12-14,

17 The spirit was poured out upon them 
at Pentecost, as Jesus had said. “And while 
he was meeting with them he gave them 
the orders: ‘Do not withdraw from Jeru­
salem, but keep waiting for what the Fa­
ther has promised, about which you heard 
from me; because John, indeed, baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized in 
holy spirit not many days after this.’ ” 
(Acts 1:4,5, NW) Their minds were then 
filled with the truths that Jesus had taught 
them and they moved forward fearlessly
16. What did Jesus promise to send them, and, what 
would it help them to remember?
17. When did he send this, and what did they then 
exercise despite hard experiences?

9
preaching the kingdom of the heavens to 
all men. (John 14:25,26) All the persecu­
tions, trials and difficulties they endured; 
their being jeered by mobs of incensed peo­
ple and even imprisoned never halted them. 
Freedom of speech they had gained through 
Christ Jesus, by Jehovah’s undeserved 
kindness, and it was theirs to keep. No, 
they were not going to be prisoners again, 
for Christ Jesus had released them. The 
prophet Isaiah had declared: “Say to the 
prisoners, Go forth.” (Isa. 49:9) Jesus did 
just that to the prisoners. His disciples 
were free men now and they went forth 
making proper use of their freedom by 
preaching the truth.

18 They traveled to the lands near Pales­
tine, Peter to the east as far as Babylon 
and Paul west probably as far as Spain. 
They practiced God-given f r e e n e s s  of 
speech. They said to those in prison, ‘Go 
forth! Listen to this good news! Have con­
fidence and faith through Christ Jesus in 
Jehovah God the Creator of the universe. 
Trust in his precious promises and seek 
the way to eternal life.’ The gathering to­
gether of those who loved truth and right­
eousness began and God’s visible organiza­
tion was made manifest.

19 Paul, of course, was one of the out­
standing missionaries and evangelists of 
his day. He said to those whom he met and 
taught the truth that they should walk 
worthily of the things whereunto they 
were called. They should no longer live in 
a proud, austere manner, as the peoples of 
the world lived. Rather, they should be 
humble and show lowliness of mind. They 
should be mild and long-suffering, “ putting 
up with one another in love.”

soAccomplishing this l o v i n g  attitude 
means the making of a strong organization
18. Over what area did they exercise this, and so what 
took place ?
19, 20 How were the Christians to walk worthily of the 
things to which they were called, and what would do­
ing so do to the organization?
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of brothers, and then great work can be 
done in the interest of God’s kingdom.

TAKEN CAPTIVE BY CHRIST

21 Paul was explaining the proper atti­
tude of mind Christians must have. No 
longer were they under the oppressive rule 
of Satan’s world as subjects of that old sys­
tem of things, but Christ had purchased 
them with his blood. They were his posses­
sion. Paul says: “What! Do you not know 
that the body of you people is the temple 
of the holy spirit within you which you 
have from God? Also, you do not belong 
to yourselves, for you were bought with 
a price. By all means, glorify God in the 
body of you people.” (1 Cor. 6:19, 20, NW) 
Paul was certainly happy to be such a 
bought one, a prisoner in the Lord, one 
led captive by Christ. He told the Ephesians 
he was a “prisoner in the Lord” and said: 
“ Now to each one of us undeserved kind­
ness was given according to how the Christ 
measured out the free gift. Wherefore he 
says: ‘When he ascended on high he led 
captive a multitude; he gave gifts in men.’ ” 
(Eph. 4:7,8, NW) In order to free those 
followers of his who had been held in bond­
age Jesus had to capture them and take 
them to himself into his organization. 
So the thousands who heard the truths that 
Jesus had expressed were led to him and 
were made to think as he thought. They 
thus had the mind of Christ. They were 
freed from this old dying world. To all 
these free people “he gave gifts in men” .

22 These “gifts in men” were apostles, 
prophets and evangelists, men who went 
about from congregation to congregation 
serving them. They were able to speak in 
tongues, to interpret and to heal. They 
were given the gifts of the spirit, which 
were in effect in Paul’s day. (1 Corinthians
21. Whose purchased property are Christians, and what 
was Paul happy to be?
22. What were those “gifts in men” ? And what purpose 
were they meant to serve as exemplified by Paul?
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12, NW) These men helped the young con­
gregation, the visible organization of the 
Lord, to get strong and bind themselves in 
unity so as to be used in his praise and 
worship. Paul, who was one of those “gifts 
in men” , appreciated that he had been 
freed from the old system of things, and 
he was grateful for this undeserved kind­
ness on the part of God. Whether as a pris­
oner in chains at Rome or as one taken 
captive by the Lord Jesus Christ, he was 
glad to be made a prisoner of the Lord, as 
he stated in Ephesians 4:1-3 (NW): “I, 
therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, entreat 
you to walk worthily of the calling with 
which you were called, with complete low­
liness of mind and mildness, with long- 
suffering, putting up with one another in 
love, earnestly endeavoring to observe the 
oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond 
of peace.” Paul the prisoner wanted the 
visible organization of the Lord to be at 
unity, at oneness with one another. The 
“gifts in men” had been given to the new 
visible organization for that very purpose.

23 The congregation of God was to be 
made up, not of individuals who were striv­
ing for prominent positions, but of serv­
ants. (Jas. 2:1-4, NW) Jesus was the ex­
ample for the congregation and he said 
that he who was greatest among his broth­
ers was to be their slave. Jesus showed his 
lowliness of mind by washing the feet of 
the disciples on the night of the last pass- 
over and at the introduction of the memo­
rial of his death. (John 13, NW) Here he 
was showing how they must humble them­
selves and be slaves to their brothers. These 
apostles were the principal ones who were 
called to be “gifts in men” , evangelists, 
shepherds and teachers, and they were not 
to lord it over the flock, but they were to 
be shepherds and care for the visible or­
ganization. (1 Pet. 5:2-4, NW) These spe-
23. How were those “gifts in men*’ to conduct them­
selves ?
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cial representatives were to help all the in­
dividuals in the congregation to see their 
responsibility to be ministers.

24 Having been called to the Lord’s or­
ganization and given the freeness of speech, 
then every individual in the visible organi­
zation should walk worthily of the calling 
with which he was called. All, shepherds 
and flock alike, had the same responsibil­
ity. Faithfulness in service as ministers 
was required.

ONENESS AS A BODY

25 So then, the congregation must see 
alike and have the same positive views in 
mind. All must realize that the purpose for 
gathering together these servants of the 
Most High was to preach this good news of 
the Kingdom in all the world for a witness, 
to magnify Jehovah’s name, to announce 
the Son Christ Jesus and to make public 
expression concerning the sacred secrets 
that God has revealed through his Word. 
All those within the Lord’s visible organi­
zation must work together to this one end. 
They could not work against one another, 
for the members that compose the body 
certainly do not work against other mem­
bers. That is why Paul went on to say at 
Ephesians 4:4-6, NW: “ One body there is, 
and one spirit, even as you were called in 
the one hope to which you were called; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of sill persons, who is over all and 
through all and in all.” Jehovah was deal­
ing with all the body members through His 
Word and His visible organization, and, 
what is more, he is doing the same in this 
our day for our oneness as a body.

26 Look at the situation as it existed 
back there in Paul’s day: Jews were com­
ing into the truth, some of whom had been
24. What like responsibility did the sheep and the shep­
herds have?
25. How must they all work, and to what end?
26. What was the composition of the congregation back 
there, and so to be successful as an organization what 
must they do?

n
taught under the Pharisees, others under 
the Sadducees. Paul himself was formerly 
a Pharisee. There were Egyptians, people 
from Asia Minor, Greece, Babylon and oth­
er far-flung parts of the world—all of them 
mixed together in the one congregation of 
the Lord. At one time all had different 
ways of life, different religions and teach­
ings, but now they were to live together 
under one God with one Bible, the Word 
of God, as their guide. They were to make 
up his visible organization, having freeness 
of speech and a determination to do the 
Lord’s will. If this organization was to be 
successful, then they must work together 
just as the members of the human body 
work together: the head, the arms, the or­
gans—all must function to the best inter­
ests of the whole body.

27 Paul was impressing upon the minds 
of the Ephesians that there is just one body 
and that governing this one body is one 
spirit, God’s spirit. They were all called in 
the one hope, the hope of being joint heirs 
with Christ Jesus in the heavenly kingdom 
and of living eternally. All had the same 
faith based on God’s infallible Word, the 
same baptism and the same Father in 
heaven. Therefore there should be no dif­
ference in viewpoint as far as the members 
of the body were concerned, but they 
should Ml be striving to accomplish the 
great work of carrying on the clean wor­
ship of the Most High God, sharing in the 
vindication of His name and Word and aid­
ing all people of good will to get the knowl­
edge of Jehovah’s purposes. It was done in 
Paul’s day; it can be done in our day, too.

28 Then do Paul’s wise words that Jeho­
vah would have an active, working visible 
organization find fulfillment today? Where 
is there an organization today like the con­
gregation about which Paul was talking?
27. Why should there be no difference in viewpoint or
in work?
28. Where do we find such a visible, working organiza­
tion today, and who may be in it and how?
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Could there possibly be a group of people 
today who have one Father, the Father of 
all the persons in the congregation, a Fa­
ther who is over all, through all and in all, 
a Father who is caring for his children and 
keeping them together in the pure way of 
worship? What a privilege and pleasure 
it is to answer Yes, yes, there is such an 
organization. In the apostles’ day you could 
find such a visible organization in the early 
congregation of Christ. In this year of 1952 
you will find it in a group of Christian peo­
ple known as Jehovah’s witnesses. They 
make up Jehovah’s visible organization. 
What is more, you can be in that organiza­
tion if you think like Paul and have faith 
like his.

29 Note how Jehovah’s witnesses today 
are like the early congregations of Jeho­
vah’s faithful witnesses: Jehovah’s wit­
nesses are firm believers in God’s Word. 
They study it, they preach it, and they 
live it. They are “putting up with one an­
other in love” , even though their customs 
and habits of life and the tongues they 
speak in their daily conversation are dif­
ferent in all parts of the world. They are 
fulfilling the command to preach the King­
dom in all the world for a witness. (Matt. 
24:14, NW) Thus in all parts of the earth 
they demonstrate the unity of God’s visible 
organization.
29. How are Jehovah’s witnesses today like the early 
congregation?

JEHOVAH is the greatest organizer and 
he taught his Son Christ Jesus how to 

organize. When on earth Christ selected 
disciples and taught them how to gather 
more workers who loved truth and right­
eousness. At that time it meant a “little 
flock” ; now it means the gathering of a 
“great crowd” of “other sheep” . So as to 
assemble the “ little flock” Jesus arranged 
for organizing the congregation and de­
veloped that into a strong working unit, 
with competent servants. Hence the apos­
tle Paul quotes Psalm 68:18 and says: “He 
gave some as apostles, some as prophets, 
some as missionaries, some as shepherds 
and teachers, with a view to the training 
of the holy ones for ministerial work, for

the building up of the body of the Christ, 
until we all attain to the oneness in the 
faith and in the accurate knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a full-grown man, to the 
measure of growth that belongs to the full­
ness of the Christ; in order that we should 
no longer be babes, tossed about as by 
waves and carried hither and thither by 
every wind of teaching by means of the 
trickery of men, by means of craftiness in 
contriving error.”—Eph. 4:11-14,

2 Jehovah God was very much interested 
in the proper organization and care of the 
early congregation. The Son Christ Jesus 
meted out the gifts of the spirit to his fol­
lowers so that some could act as apostles, 
others as prophets and missionaries and

1. What did Jehovah teach his Son to do, and so what 2. What was the purpose of all this organizing, and, 
did the Son arrange for? accordingly, whom is the congregation aiding today?
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still others as able teachers. But what was 
the purpose of all this in the body of 
Christ? This: “ The training of the holy 
ones for ministerial work, for the building 
up of the body of the Christ, until we all 
attain to the oneness in the faith.” Today 
this visible organization is also being used 
to aid the “great crowd” of “other sheep” . 
These are not of the “ little flock” , but they 
must be brought to maturity in the accu­
rate knowledge of the Son of God. These 
are not the ones to be joint heirs with him 
in the heavenly kingdom, but they will gain 
life under it in the new world of righteous­
ness.

3 Everyone who ever comes to the Lord’s 
organization, having studied the Lord’s 
Word, must see it only one way. God never 
purposed that there would be hundreds of 
different denominations throughout the 
world, each having a different faith, a dif­
ferent doctrine, etc. There could be only 
“one faith, one baptism; one God and Fa­
ther” . Jehovah is desirous that everyone 
who seeks salvation come to an accurate 
knowledge of these truths. (Rom. 10:11-13, 
NW) He wants them to become full-grown, 
mature men. The only way a person can be­
come full-grown is to gain knowledge, and 
this comes through education. The false re­
ligions are not disseminating this accurate 
knowledge from God’s Word. On the other 
hand, Jehovah’s witnesses want all kinds 
of men to be well acquainted with their Bi­
bles and have this one faith. If they have 
this faith they will manifest themselves as 
Christ’s “other sheep” .

* The education that was being brought 
to the “ little flock” members in the days of 
the apostles was for the training of the 
holy ones for ministerial work. The whole 
apostolic organization was an organization 
of ministers. It was not a laity class, with
3. How must all view the organization, and how do 
they become mature?
4. The purpose of all the training and Instruction was 
to make all members what, and why?

13
one or two clergymen over each congrega­
tion. All this training and instruction then 
being given the “ little flock” was to make 
every member of that flock a fully compe­
tent ordained minister. There were not to 
be any spiritual babes in the organization 
for long. New ones would be coming in all 
the time, that is true, but they would not 
remain babes in the Word, “ tossed about 
as by waves and carried hither and thither 
by every wind of teaching by means of the 
trickery of men.” There was not to be a 
division of ideas, with part of a congrega­
tion believing one thing and the other part 
another. By study all were to become ma­
ture, full-grown men. There must be unity 
in God’s visible organization. As it was 
then with the “ little flock” , so it must be 
now with the “other sheep” .

5 There was to be no stunting of growth, 
no relaxing. All were to watch for the 
trickery of men. There was no arrange­
ment to branch off into a little Methodist 
group, or Baptist group, or some other re­
ligious organization and be content with 
one man’s teaching. Jehovah’s Word points 
out that one person may plant, another 
person may water, but it is Jehovah God 
who gives the increase. They all belong to 
God, not someone else.— 1 Cor. 3:6-9.

6 Being recipients of Jehovah’s unde­
served kindness now and belonging to Je-
5. For what splitting up was there no arrangement, and
why not?
6. How must each one become full-grown and stay in 
place?
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hovah, the “ other sheep” should work hard 
to become full-grown and to stay in God’s 
visible organization. To do this everyone 
must have the same mind. Study the truth!

7 Paul went on to say, in his argument to 
the congregation of God: “But speaking 
the truth, let us by love grow up in all 
things into him who is the head, Christ.” 
(Eph. 4:15, NW) Yes, the vital thing was 
the speaking of the truth. The only place 
the apostles, evangelists and the missionar­
ies of that day got the truth was from God’s 
Word. It is the same now. Jehovah’s wit­
nesses today regularly receive visits from 
mature brothers, special representatives 
of the Watch Tower Society, and all of 
these are required to speak and live the 
truth as set forth in God’s Word. Not only 
these mature brothers, but the whole con­
gregation of God, his visible organization, 
must look at things from God’s Word, see­
ing harmoniously and having God’s mind 
on matters along with his spirit. By closely 
associating one with another and by show­
ing love for Jehovah and our brothers, “ let 
us by love grow up.” If we did not have 
love in God’s visible organization there cer­
tainly would be a standing still and a re­
tarding of growth. When there is discord 
and strife, there is no advancement. When 
there is peace, love and joy, things grow.

3 The growing human body is a wonder­
ful example of harmonious movement, 
function and co-ordination. A body can do 
things, can get work done; and while it is 
made up of many members, still there is no 
opposition on the part of any member of 
the body in accomplishing the desired pur­
pose. This is why Paul went on to argue 
concerning the “body of the Christ” , that 
“from him all the body, by being harmo­
niously joined together and being made to
7. By speaking what and by exercising what must they 
grow up? Why?
8. Like what organism must they be, as described by 
Paul?
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cooperate through every joint which gives 
what is needed, according to the function­
ing of each respective member in due meas­
ure, makes for the growth of the body for 
the building up of itself in love” .—Eph. 
4:16, NW.

9 When every tissue, every organ, every 
joint, every muscle of the human body re­
sponds to the instruction of the mind, 
what unity of action there is! This is a pic­
ture of how to achieve the oneness of God’s 
visible organization under the Head Christ 
Jesus. Things can be done by a person who 
is not awkward or clumsy and who has a 
well-formed and balanced body, one under 
full control. That is exactly the way it is 
with Jehovah’s witnesses today throughout 
the world. They are under control and re­
ceive instruction from the greatest instruc­
tor, Jehovah, through Jesus Christ. They 
study God’s Word and have his spirit. 
They get things done. Co-operation is 
received from every part of the organiza­
tion, every department, every company, 
every branch, every missionary home. They 
all function unitedly as respective mem­
bers of the whole organization, the body; 
and this makes for the growth of the or­
ganization in love.

10 When we review the work of Jehovah’s 
witnesses during the year 1951, it is again 
seen how they are working at unity. No 
doubt about it, Jehovah’s spirit is upon 
them in the work. They have not done the 
work in their own strength. They have 
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father” , and all the Lord’s people are 
associated in one visible organization built 
up in love; first, love for Jehovah, the Giv­
er of every good and perfect gift, and, sec­
ondly, love for one’s neighbor. This is the 
answer to the unusual growth of the or­
ganization of Jehovah’s witnesses.
9. How is this the way Jehovah’s witnesses function 
today world-wide?
10. What is the reason for their unusual growth?
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LIBERATION FOR THE MINISTRY

“ Jehovah’s witnesses today are inter­
ested in one thing no one else is interested 
in, and that is the preaching of the good 
news of the Kingdom in all the world for 
a witness. Not only are they interested in 
doing this themselves, but they have in­
terest in training others for ministerial 
work. They know this means the salva­
tion of others; as it is written: “Pay con­
stant attention to yourself and to your 
teaching. Stay by these things, for by doing 
this you will save both yourself and those 
who listen to you.” (1 Tim. 4:16, NW) The 
witnesses of Jehovah are going to the ends 
of the earth, saying to the prisoners of 
modem Babylon, “Go forth!” Hundreds 
of thousands of all kinds of persons are 
‘going forth’ from this Babylonish world. 
They are desirous of preaching the good 
news of the Kingdom. All they need is the 
necessary help and instruction.

12 One thing is certain: men of good will 
certainly have not received proper instruc­
tion from this old world’s Babylonish reli­
gions. Millions of people go to churches 
every Sunday and listen to their pastors, 
but after a ten- or fifteen-minute sermon 
and the religious ceremonies for the day 
the people leave with no good news to 
preach to the world. They have heard a 
little about some popular book which was 
reviewed, or they have listened to some­
thing on politics. Maybe the pastor did dis­
cuss some abstract thought from the Bible 
or use a Scripture text and then wander 
off into some easy-listening philosophy. 
But where is “ the one hope” ? Where “the 
one faith” ? Where the accurate knowledge 
of the Son of God? Where the growth to 
the full-grown man? Where is there inter­
est in God’s kingdom? Where is the one 
visible organization built on love?
11. In what are they interested, and how are they 
working for the liberation of others?
12. How have people failed to get instruction from 
Babylonish religious systems?

15
13 If the so-called “ Christian” churches 

were being taught the Word of God and the 
truths presented in the Bible, then all the 
members of the congregations would be 
trained to be ministers. Did we not find in 
our study (page 13, fl 4) that the reason 
teachers were given was “with a view to 
the training of the holy ones for ministe­
rial work” ? Yes. Hence, to engage in pure, 
undefiled worship means you must be a 
preacher, a minister, a servant of the Most 
High, Jehovah. Christendom has failed in 
this respect.

14 In contrast with the indifferent way 
taken by false religion, Jehovah’s witness­
es diligently work to make everyone who 
shows interest in the truth a competent 
minister of God’s kingdom. They try to 
bring all immature ones to a mature knowl­
edge of God’s Word. Jehovah’s witnesses 
go into the homes of the people when in­
vited and study with them. These minis­
ters of Jehovah will spend all the time the 
people of good will desire so as to help 
them to know what God’s Word has in 
store for them. After these interested per­
sons study the Bible and the publications 
that are used as study aids, it is not long 
before they start talking to their neigh­
bors. It is not much longer until they come 
to the Kingdom Halls of Jehovah’s witness­
es, to which all lovers of righteousness are 
invited, there to study deeper things per­
taining to God’s Word. A little more time 
and they are ready to go from door to door 
preaching the good news of the Kingdom. 
Next, they dedicate themselves to God in 
imitation of Jesus, who said: ‘I come, as 
in the volume of the book it is written of 
me, to do your will.’ (Ps. 40:7,8; Heb. 
10:5-9) They believe that God’s Word con­
tains instruction for them to follow, sets 
forth his purposes, and clearly indicates to
13. With right instruction what would church members 
all be? Why?
14. How do the witnesses work to make the interested 
ones ministers?
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1951 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES WORLD-WIDE
1950 1951 %Inc. Peak Av. No.
Av. Av. over Pubs. Pio. Public No. of Total Total New Individual Av. Bible

Country Pubs. Pubs. 1950 1951 Pubs. Meet’gs Comp's Literature Hours Subs. Magazines Back-Calls Studies
U. S. of America 98,468 118,462 20 135,356 6,966 76,340 3,015 8,976,598 19,428,636 389,793 10,983,157 7,080,826 92,056

Alaska 52 67 29 83 7 39 5 8,169 14,022 552 11,624 5,530 58
Azores 5 16 220 29 2 10 1 949 3,118 8 108 1,260 12
Bermuda 3 8 167 10 1 1 604 2,523 60 242 1,320 22
Ethiopia 8 New 13 3 16 689 3,191 17 495 1,064 11
Fr. Equ. Africa 21 37 76 44 1 468 3 7,126 6 5,343 60
Fr. West Africa 1 New 1 13 67 6 10 3
Gambia, B.W.A. 2 4 100 4 2 2 563 1,430 20 179 861 12
Guadeloupe 43 63 47 78 3 88 3 1,304 10,750 58 2,522 3,510 40
Hashemite Ki. of Jordan 18 19 6 25 1 5 2 1,018 4.694 19 459 1,398 7
Iceland 6 10 67 12 6 3 1 11,720 7,310 66 3,119 2,874 25
Israel 11 New 11 6 8 2,053 3,024 11 757 660 14
Korea 35 21 20 4 2 3,247 6,480 28 3,148 20
Liberia 30 36 20 62 6 20 1 3,439 14,981 257 4,083 7,974 105
Martinique 6 7 17 9 4 721 2,365 16 1.058 922 23
Portugal 48 66 38 73 4 21 1 3,567 8,229 45 315 4,014 39
Sierra Leone 43 35 59 5 55 1 2,696 11,575 56 4.146 5,182 116
Spain 79 109 38 121 1 1 7 1,460 9,263 50 748 4,467 46

Argentina 1,292 1,672 29 2,117 86 333 66 56,752 290,941 3,480 143,767 143,563 1,511
Australia 4.502 5.098 13 5.713 350 4.823 256 339.252 854,768 8,223 411,205 322.234 3,518

Fiji 12 26 117 39 3 25 1 3,860 6,360 57 2,522 3,429 33
Austria 2,162 2,528 17 2,702 87 1,998 155 160,234 417,417 2,642 342.401 203,386 1,632
Bahamas 74 110 49 122 11 22 1 5,863 21,972 210 8,392 9,928 154
Belgium 2,150 2,762 29 3,179 104 1,159 80 122,713 409,369 2,996 78,499 140,464 1,768

Luxembourg 79 100 27 113 4 78 6 3,103 17,414 101 8,416 7,153 77
Bolivia 48 68 42 112 21 24 3 11,339 33,839 821 9,901 14,276 234
Brazil 2,858 4,142 45 4,867 283 2,412 128 418,856 721,967 5,885 106,918 212,321 2,491
British Guiana 206 279 35 355 35 313 15 20,559 70,220 406 33,624 27,019 388
British Honduras 65 83 28 106 5 44 4 3,223 11,829 125 5,734 4,917 77
British Isles 20,842 23,080 11 25,533 1,238 22.827 631 2,323,775 3,443,103 55,544 470.633 1,522,070 12,570

Eire 94 107 14 117 36 93 5 14,435 62,291 450 4,362 19,580 164
Malta 1 2 100 2 36 48 48 39 1

British West Indies 1,520 1,931 27 2,403 148 2,163 68 55,587 389,416 1,797 112,268 145,586 2,295
Bulgaria 50
Burma 70 90 29 123 9 79 2 24,289 21,942 437 5,187 8,747 104
Canada 16,013 18,669 17 20,580 976 11,225 644 610,975 2,597,450 39,189 1,649,150 729,520 8,922
Chile 361 601 66 765 65 212 15 41,760 130,315 1,671 40,900 58,271 895
China 46 39 106 5 33 2 3,328 7,786 75 860 3,947 64

Hong Kong 20 New 30 6 43 1 1,333 8,677 70 378 4,619 98
Colombia 144 218 51 269 29 122 6 32,037 64.182 518 24,127 26,991 329
Costa Rica 1,139 1,394 22 1,825 55 487 36 18,311 193,216 937 31,657 59,578 1,192
Cuba 6,619 8,112 23 8,847 413 3,831 206 120,654 1,060.461 4,262 190,689 321,911 5,101
Cyprus 204 272 33 337 12 207 8 4,591 39,999 134 3,334 12,923 179
Czechoslovakia 2,403 3,310 38 3,705 2 43 292 9,663 272,617 476 108,366 1,965
Denmark 4,552 5,433 18 6,064 173 2,624 177 132,249 659,665 6,654 394,004 248,553 2,354
Dominican Republic 245 179 216 1 7 518 24,119 2 168 25,175 180
Ecuador 100 203 103 255 32 49 5 17,045 63,041 463 19,410 26,403 347
Egypt 184 214 16 229 14 197 8 5,045 43,693 832 11,486 17,093 151

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 1 7 600 16 1 1 185 2,181 74 790 580 3
Libya 3 6 100 10 1 1 180 849 10 206 536 4

El Salvador 207 238 15 321 22 139 7 9,530 45,707 482 12,434 20,507 308
Finland 3,985 4,539 14 5,078 242 6,465 396 174,498 682,893 20,194 265,149 217,757 2,677
France 4,526 6,073 34 7,136 170 3,636 163 223,458 749,225 6,732 219,581 294,708 2,750Saar 441 586 33 632 9 281 14 24,041 84,473 703 27,209 47,281 304Germany, East 21,048 12,815 17,256 244 4 580 36,485 1,317,863 777 91,673 624,770 9,288
Germany, West 26,805 33,890 26 36,997 1,558 10,187 1,073 953,885 6,252,619 24,068 1,529,226 2,447,446 23,517Gold Coast 2,120 3,083 45 3,971 109 2,214 80 43,783 647,870 840 45,099 122,581 1,983Ivory Coast 2 2 4 2 1 205 2,793 8 255 1,130 16Greece 2,676 3,368 26 4,163 27 1,907 236 49,062 283,368 2,145 51,725 116,061 904Guatemala 210 276 31 324 22 236 6 18,776 52,163 1,212 14,159 26,020 443



Haiti 86 117 36 139 18 92 7 9,814 36,743 263 5,691 14,694 267
Hawaii 290 428 48 478 34 246 11 32,619 86,199 2,533 31,495 37,868 688
Honduras 208 225 8 310 23 268 11 15,643 48,764 480 12,138 23,586 342
Hungary 1,910 2,097 10 2,583 21 288 9,064 280,960 94,403 1,721
India 376 438 16 499 30 430 33 31,223 94,585 1,059 19,640 26,600 376

Ceylon 29 29 37 5 36 1 8,008 10,415 230 4,528 4,008 45
Iran 1 1 1 1 445 366 20 161 79 2

Italy 1,005 1,532 52 1,742 78 480 97 91,392 231,572 1,254 18,261 94,218 947
Jamaica 2,120 2,374 12 2,603 102 1,179 133 34,440 385,538 837 61,696 126,050 2,446
Japan 106 215 103 279 40 72 7 39,428 75,236 892 10.580 35,576 769

Taiwan 244 New 417 3 4 117 8,941 54 5,619 110
Lebanon 211 301 43 401 14 213 8 15,971 50,352 469 4,519 12,468 118

Syria 36 57 58 82 3 13 3 1,476 8,787 28 516 1,867 22
Mexico 6,669 8,366 25 10,335 339 2,906 359 222,787 1,208,803 7,868 256,706 286,894 5,409
Netherlands 5,365 6,431 20 6,919 261 2,676 141 92,202 988,005 3,571 140,908 259,282 2,868
Netherlands W. Indies 102 154 51 186 11 160 4 18,771 30,660 1,217 23,461 13,273 187
Newfoundland 151 203 34 315 27 253 21 19,638 48,104 739 21,806 14,895 158
New Zealand 1,038 1,265 22 1,638 71 872 61 79,665 201,740 4,339 143,012 70,227 893
Nicaragua 147 137 157 14 237 6 3,858 33,433 235 8,710 12,490 138
Nigeria 7,549 9,447 25 10,521 497 9,970 372 114,852 2,040,049 2,185 86,707 328,649 4,942

Cameroun 149 321 115 509 7 206 25 2,813 90,096 176 1,152 13,746 125
Dahomey 170 247 45 329 36 228 10 4,304 111,947 56 1,031 14,453 173
Fernando Po 3 9 200 11 1 524 43
French Togoland 1 28 2,700 61 2 83 2 602 10,928 31 18 3,195 100

Northern Rhodesia 13,560 17,319 28 19,173 32 1,121 284 73,079 3,243,317 1,490 15,522 538,091 8,467
Belgian Congo 36 33 79 1 17 4,541 8 1,191 9
Kenya 2 2 4 123 162 4 118 82 2
Tanganyika Terr. 75 138 84 185 2 19 12 1,485 35,794 12 80 6,972 114
Uganda 2 3 50 5 112 148 7 94 85 1

Norway 1,465 1,888 29 2,066 70 1,117 112 132,712 243,982 4,867 210,456 102,728 747
Nyasaland 8,310 10,813 30 12,162 130 19,032 614 63,226 2,493,305 856 11,979 516,361 7,980

Portuguese E. Air. 273 280 3 347 1 378 23 1,465 50,563 52 211 12,882 221
Pakistan 33 32 40 5 51 1 5,298 11,061 249 5,051 4,407 44
Panama 461 553 20 664 56 325 15 20,774 122,568 982 42,503 56,351 948
Paraguay 105 140 33 190 11 44 14 5,847 23,842 285 8,119 8,084 83
Peru 114 201 76 296 45 139 5 32,288 79,614 898 26,607 35,754 566
Philippine Republic 
Poland

8,648 12,743 47 14,609 425 3,005 390 348,185 1,760,336 7,334 78,669 304,671 4,534
14,900 11,797 15,009 49 824 14,168 650,410 12,291 145,183 4,499

Puerto Rico 306 449 47 517 61 308 15 50,991 124,835 3,942 65,480 56,058 870
Virgin Islands 55 80 45 99 5 53 2 3,813 14,919 381 6,767 7,082 108

Romania 2,832 2,941 4 4,344 31
Singapore 48 67 40 95 9 34 2 9,885 17,753 661 4,928 9,470 179

North Borneo 2 2 2 95 153 13 6 76 2
Republic of Indonesia 20 34 70 65 7 4 2 27,551 14,736 87 684 5,299 60

South Africa 7,074 8,580 21 9,586 645 5,994 412 330,981 2.304,442 11,276 345,009 540,179 7,297
Angola 9 16 78 19 46 1 98 3,837 5 4 1,252 12
Basutoland 14 39 179 59 8 32 5 970 20,448 11 181 4,442 64
Bechuanaland 67 77 15 164 4 18 5 216 18,021 2 147 5,683 66
Mauritius 7 New 8 2 1,666 855 80 248 15
St. Helena 10 13 30 26 1 41 1 270 1,182 1 59 220 6
South-West Africa 7 14 100 23 4 7 4 9,671 7,119 311 4,560 3,208 37
Swaziland 60 141 135 173 6 86 7 129 33,713 5 45 8,215 159

Southern Rhodesia 5,773 7,932 37 9,088 750 8,587 m 139,045 2,591,926 2,547 58,425 562,118 10,871
Surinam 55 67 22 83 10 71 2 3,844 18,661 63 4,388 7,917 138
Sweden 4,244 4,796 13 5,140 206 4,273 361 228,309 662,769 8,141 538,825 266,174 2,307
Switzerland 2,247 2,554 14 2,728 52 1,726 100 155,164 320,288 3,862 320,041 145,732 1,786
Thailand 71 103 45 126 15 78 6 30,325 24,181 617 3,775 9,283 119
Turkey 47 57 21 81 5 1 2 5,073 10,391 121 1,756 3,772 35
Uruguay 404 507 25 635 42 200 14 21,441 114,122 877 16,192 46,708 673
Venezuela 224 474 112 588 49 321 14 45,221 127,953 590 29,611 45,513 531
Yugoslavia 422 481 14 601 5,371 20,987 4,531 134
Miscellaneous __7

Grand T otals; 328,572 384,694 17 442,380 17,955 225,399 13.470 17,732,323 62,854,483 665,345 20,046,485 20,438,000 260,187
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them their responsibility to God now to be 
ministers to “declare to the nations the 
good news” .—Eph. 3:8, NW.

15 The Watch Tower Bible and Tract So­
ciety does send out missionaries, teachers 
and special representatives who are trained 
in aiding others to gain a better knowledge 
of the Lord’s Word. Everyone needs build­
ing up in the most holy faith. Still, all of 
Jehovah’s witnesses are ministers, because 
that is why God has been and is gathering 
together his “ other sheep” , to train them 
for ministerial work. In this organization 
of ministers we see a new world society 
w o r k i n g  at unity. Jehovah’s witnesses 
make up Jehovah’s visible organization to­
day. Seek them out. Study with them. Hun­
dreds of thousands are already doing so.

16 During the past year many have heard 
the call, ‘Come forth from the prison 
houses of Babylon!’ They have left Catholic 
churches, Protestant churches, J e w ish  
synagogues and heathen temples. Since 
their coming forth they have studied and 
p r e p a r e d  themselves for the intensive 
preaching of Jehovah’s witnesses world­
wide. During the year the organization of 
Jehovah’s witnesses has had a monthly 
average of 384,694 ministers who were en­
gaging in the preaching work every month, 
comforting people from door to door, mak­
ing back-calls and conducting home Bible 
studies with the interested. These zealous 
publishers have accomplished a tremen­
dous amount of work during the service 
year of 1951.

GENERAL SURVEY OF WORK DONE

17 These 384,694 publishers were not 
alone in their work. They were taking 
along and training some “ babes” . Some who 
had been prisoners in devilish organiza-
15. Despite some being special representatives of the 
Society, what are all of Jehovah’s witnesses, and why?
16. How many such have been active monthly on the 
average, and how?
17. What peak of publishers was reached, and what 
does the Society want them to continue to be?

Brooklyn, N. Y.

tions heard the good news of God’s king­
dom and began to pull away from the old 
world and its way of thinking, and they 
associated themselves with these publish­
ers for the new world. They too went out 
and preached, 57,686 of them, for the 
first time. Combined, that means 442,380 
ministers—a new all-time peak for Je­
hovah’s witnesses! The Society is inter­
ested in the welfare of every one of 
these 442,380 persons and it wants to see 
them continue as ordained ministers. This 
is the way Paul felt. He wanted to help the 
members of the early church to become 
qualified, fully grown, mature ordained 
ministers. Paul knew why he was called; 
he said: “ I should declare to the nations 
the good news.” He said we should imitate 
him as he imitated Christ. If it was his re­
sponsibility to declare the good news, then 
it is the responsibility of everyone who 
comes to this knowledge to declare the 
good news. That is why Jesus said he gives 
“gifts in men” , namely, “with a view to 
the training of the holy ones for ministerial 
work.”

18 Many of these 442,380 persons who 
are preaching need to be brought to ma­
turity. They are babes not a year old and 
they cannot remain babes the rest of their 
lives, in danger of being tossed about by 
waves and carried hither and thither by 
every wind of teaching. They have to be 
well trained. They need constant attention 
and help. Bible studies must continue in 
their homes. They must come to service 
meetings, participate in the theocratic min­
istry school and attend the Watchtower 
studies that Jehovah’s witnesses conduct 
in their Kingdom Halls. They will go out in 
the field with seasoned publishers. Circuit 
servants will visit their companies and 
take them out in the preaching work and 
give them advanced training. Questions on
18. How must the spiritual babes be helped, and to 
what end?
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the Bible which may be bothering them 
will be answered. They must study dili­
gently the publications of the Society along 
with their Bibles. They cannot afford to 
remain babes; they must become full- 
grown and appreciate the visible organiza­
tion God has set up and be an active part 
of this body that functions all to the honor 
and glory of Jehovah’s name. Their keep­
ing busy in the preaching activity and 
keeping up with their studies “makes for 
the growth of the body for the building up 
of itself in love” .

13 This training work will not let up ei­
ther, because Jehovah’s witnesses will con­
tinue to “say to the prisoners, Go forth” . 
(Isa. 49:9) Why should lovers of right­
eousness stay in the old world and go down 
with it at Armageddon and die for an eter­
nity, when they have the opportunity of 
pulling away from this system of things 
and of enjoying life in a new world of 
righteousness?

20 A most wonderful work is going on. 
People are hearing this good news and 
heeding it. They see the unity of God’s 
visible organization and they flee to it for 
safety. Of course, it means a big change in 
their lives, but it is all for their benefit. 
It is interesting to observe that during the 
1951 service year 17,732,323 books, book­
lets and Bibles were distributed by Jeho­
vah’s witnesses world-wide. It took a lot of 
time to distribute these publications along 
with the 20,046,485 copies of the Watch- 
tower and Awake! magazines that were 
placed with the people. This was certainly 
planting seed. These witnesses of Jehovah 
devoted 62,854,483 hours to talking the 
Kingdom and doing this planting and wa­
tering. But just why did they do this? For 
the simple reason that Christ Jesus, the 
Pattern they are following, preached the 
good news continually, saying that the
19. Why will not this training work let up?
20. What distribution of literature was there in 1951, 
and how many hours were spent?

19
kingdom of the heavens is at hand. He also 
gave a command to the effect that this 
good news of the K i n g d o m  shall be 
preached now in all the world for a wit­
ness. Jehovah’s witnesses are glad for this 
command and are zealous in doing their 
ministerial work.

21 In order to help everyone they could, 
they made 20,438,000 back-calls on persons 
interested in God’s message. Just think of 
that! Going back to the homes of the peo­
ple over 20 million times during the year, 
trying to help them gain a better knowl­
edge of the Bible! And the record shows 
that every month throughout the year 
there were 260,187 Bible studies held in 
different individuals’ homes throughout 
this whole world. These studies were con­
ducted at least once every month, but 
usually every week. Jehovah’s witnesses 
want to help these people of good will all 
they can. That means work. But it is joy­
ful work.

22 This organization of Jehovah’s wit­
nesses is not one that is standing still; it 
is growing rapidly. In fact, in 1951 we saw 
an increase of 17 per cent over the preced­
ing year in the number of persons taking 
up this good news and proclaiming it. As 
you look at the chart, on pages 16,17, you 
will be able to see the comparative work 
of the 121 countries that are listed. For 
such expansion of the work world-wide it 
was Jesus who said: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of people of all the nations.” 
—Matt. 28:19, NW.

23 Many people are seeing that Jehovah’s 
witnesses are a blessed and happy organi­
zation in the earth even though persecuted 
and that they have the favor of God. Many 
who see this are forsaking this old world 
and its organizations and are coming to
21. How many return visits were reported, and how 
many home Bible studies conducted?
22. What percentage of increase in publishers was 
there, and in how many lands?
23. How about the number of those baptized, the pio­
neers, branch workers, and pieces of literature produced?
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Jehovah’s organization. One fact alone 
that proves this is that during 1951 there 
were 63,178 individuals who symbolized 
their dedication to do Jehovah’s will, by 
water immersion. These want to be at 
unity with God’s visible organization and 
share in the blessed promises of the new 
world. During the year many ministers en­
tered the pioneer work and now 17,955 are 
spending full time in this branch of minis­
terial activity. Another 1,004 work at 
branch homes doing office work, caring for 
the buildings, and others of this number 
did the printing of 4,955,201 books, 13,604,- 
283 booklets; 30,256,927 Watchtower and 
21,422,620 Awake! magazines for subscrib­
ers and for distributors, and 278,820,411

LOOK at a map of Asia. Jutting out into 
the South China sea is the long finger­

like Malay Peninsula. North of it lies Bur­
ma, Thailand and Indo-China. To the west 
is India, and nearby are the islands of Su­
matra and Borneo. Singapore, the cross­
roads of the world, is at the peninsula’s 
southern tip. In this geographical theater 
great political dramas have been staged 
in recent years. Not so long ago the Brit­
ish, French and Netherlands empires of

Brooklyn, N. Y.
handbills, tracts, placards and office forms.

24 All of the brothers in the b r a n c h  
homes and the h e a d q u a r t e r s  office in 
Brooklyn, New York, enjoy serving their 
brothers world-wide. They are grateful for 
the undeserved kindness of Jehovah to­
ward them and all of Jehovah’s witnesses 
the world over. And with their brothers 
around the world they will continue to “ say 
to the prisoners, Go forth” , so that all 
liberty lovers may enjoy the blessedness of 
the unity of God’s visible organization. 
Our blessed privilege it is to help all such 
liberated ones to get organized with us for 
the ministry.
24. For what are branch workers and headquarters 
workers grateful, and what is it still our blessed priv­
ilege to do?

the West completely dominated 
this whole Asiatic area. But since 
the defeat of Japan in 1945 Su­
matra and Borneo, along with 
other territories, have broken 
away from the Netherlands. The 
natives of Indo-China are strug­
gling to oust the French. India 
and Burma have gained their 
independence, and the federated 
states of Malaya are clamoring 
to likewise free themselves of all 
British rule. Also, the sinister 
forces of communism have been 

very active in this area, especially so since 
China to the north has come under com­
plete Communist domination.

Now with this setting and its surround­
ing backdrop of events in mind, it can be 
appreciated what a great blunder the rul­
ers of Malaya made last July when they 
ousted four Christian missionaries from 
their country. It all started in June when 
four of Jehovah’s witnesses, L. Atkinson, 
R. J. Ward and R. G. Moffatt of England,
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and L. McLean of Ireland, arrived in 
Singapore on their way to Malaya to take 
up their missionary assignments. As grad­
uates of the Watchtower Bible School of 
Gilead in the state of New York they had 
come a long distance for this purpose, some 
twelve thousand miles, in fact.

Singapore, although a separate colony, 
has a common immigration permit ar­
rangement with Malaya, and so upon arriv­
ing here the four missionaries visited the 
deputy controller of immigration, a Mr. 
Fox. He received them courteously, but 
granted them permission to remain only 
one month, pending consideration by his 
superiors of their request to remain in­
definitely. Assured, however, that there 
would be no difficulty in obtaining the per­
mission, the four missionaries proceeded 
to Penang, a little island port on the north­
west coast of Malaya having a population 
of 200,000. Here they found the people un­
usually hospitable and anxious to know 
more about the Bible, of which they knew 
very little. True, most of the people are 
Buddhists, but they were ready enough to 
hear about a God who will make an end of 
all corruption, violence, and disunity in 
this world.

Each week the missionaries inquired at 
the Immigration department in Penang if 
permission for permanent stay had been 
received, but there was none. Would Ma­
laya, now clamoring for independence and 
anxious to show its governmental matu­
rity, give a decision in favor of freedom of 
worship? Would she go along with the free 
democratic policies of the United Nations? 
Would she permit this Bible educational 
work, the greatest force for combating 
godless communism, to be carried on in 
her land? Or would Malaya follow in the 
footsteps of the Communist countries and 
prohibit the entry of Jehovah’s witnesses? 
These questions were soon to be answered.

21
TRAGIC BLUNDER ON THE HIGHEST LEVEL

On July 10 the offices of the Watch 
Tower Society in Singapore received word 
from the Immigration department stating 
that the missionaries would have to “de­
part on or before the 12th of July” , but 
this information had not reached them 
when, on July 11, in response to a request, 
the missionaries appeared for an interview 
before a Mr. A. B. Roche, controller of im­
migration for the Federation of Malaya in 
Penang. Playing the part assigned to him 
by some higher authority, Roche brusque­
ly asked for their passports, noted the 
date, and remarked: “H’m, you have left 
it rather late. You should be away by 
now.” He was reminded that no word as 
of that moment had been received concern­
ing their request to remain. Whereupon, 
Roche declared: “Well, I can give you 
your answer now. I shall not grant you 
your request.” He then proceeded to dic­
tate letters addressed to the missionaries 
in which he refused their request to re­
main, quoting as authority for his sum­
mary action the Federation of Malaya 
Emergency Regulations.

Now these Emergency Regulations were 
special powers granted for the express pur­
pose of combating banditry and commu­
nism. Therefore the missionaries asked 
wiiy Roche was taking this summary ac­
tion, to which he curtly replied: “ I don’t 
wish to give a reason.” What an outrage! 
Had they somehow fallen behind the Iron 
Curtain? They thought they were still in 
the camp of the Western world, yet they 
were receiving the kind of highhanded 
treatment dealt out by petty officials in 
the totalitarian lands. It is a well-known 
fact that Jehovah’s witnesses are neither 
bandits nor communists in any sense of 
the word, and yet an antibandit, anti­
communist regulation was being used 
against them without cause or reason. It 
was therefore manifest that these low,
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underhanded methods were being em­
ployed to protect wicked conspirators be­
hind the scenes.

Asked if they could appeal his decision, 
Roche first replied, “Well, there isn’t any 
appeal really.” But when pressed further 
on the point he unearthed a copy of the 
regulation which contained a clause grant­
ing the right to appeal to the chief secre­
tary. Here was at least a ray of hope; so 
immediately an appeal was taken up to 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Malaya. 
Possibly the chief secretary, Mr. M. V. 
del Tufo, was an honest, sensible man, wise 
enough to see that justice would be handed 
out in this matter.

NO RELIEF FROM COUNCIL OF THE WICKED

It was in Kuala Lumpur that the mis­
sionaries learned the real significance of 
Roche’s statement, “There isn’t any appeal 
really.” Not from pillar to post, as the say­
ing goes, but from pawn to pawn the mis­
sionaries went seeking relief from the gross 
injustice committed against them. Given 
the run-around from one official to another 
they met a variety of excuses why no re­
sponsible official would grant an interview. 
In an effort to see the chief secretary, 
they got no farther than his office staff. 
A call on the secretary to the government, 
Mr. P. O. Wickens, who had something to 
do with the formal written appeal that was 
made, likewise proved fruitless. Told that 
Mr. Dato Onn, Member for Home Affairs, 
was actually the one that dealt with such 
matters, they made efforts to see him, but 
here again one could only talk to his pri­
vate secretary. An interview with Dato 
Onn was refused on the grounds that the 
matter was beyond his power to reverse, 
the decision having been made at govern­
ment level. Now what could that mean?

Dato Onn’s secretary was a kindly dis­
posed man and so he revealed what all this 
dodging by the officials really meant. On

Brooklyn, N. Y.

July 3, this secretary explained, the Execu­
tive Council of the Federation resolved 
that ‘the future policy of the Federation 
of Malaya would be that representatives of 
the Watch Tower Society, that is, Jeho­
vah’s witnesses, would be personae non 
gratae [persons not welcome] in the Fed­
eration, and that this would apply to the 
four missionaries now making application 
to stay’. So the matter was important, im­
portant enough to engage the attention of 
the whole Council in private, but not im­
portant enough for a single member to 
grant an interview to the ones concerned, 
the ones who were being grossly misrepre­
sented, viciously charged, falsely classified 
as undesirables, and wickedly condemned 
without a hearing.

The instigators of this conspiracy sought 
to do a thorough job in choking out the 
message of God’s kingdom from the terri­
tory of Malaya. They wanted no public 
discussion on the matter, no appeals that 
might backfire and expose the plotters. 
They therefore struck at the highest level 
where they exercised influence and power 
in order that the decision would be final 
with the minimum of publicity. Even the 
little notice that did appear in the press 
was enough to call forth an expression of 
displeasure from more than one official. 
One is reminded of Jesus’ words, that they 
that practice vile things hate the light and 
avoid it if possible for fear their evil deeds 
will be exposed.—John 3:19-21,

As matters now stood the only person 
in Malaya powerful enough to overrule or 
modify this decree of the Executive Coun­
cil was the high commissioner in Council, 
Sir Henry Gurney, and so a formal “Peti­
tion of Appeal” was filed with him. In 
pleading that this stupid error be correct­
ed, the Petition gave the following reasons: 
“ (i) Your Petitioners believe that the 

work done by them in helping those who 
wish to understand the Bible brings
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great benefits and enjoins upon all peo­
ple obligations of justice, decency, moral­
ity and respect for law and order, and 
belief in God’s justice and the hope of 
the new world promised by the Bible, 

“ (ii) That, in their short stay in Penang, 
your petitioners have met many people 
who have expressed a real appreciation 
of the aid rendered by your Petitioners 
in helping them to understand the Bible, 
and would greatly regret the denial of 
such service to them.

“ (iii) That your Petitioners, being dedi­
cated to the service of God, deem it their 
bounden duty to respond to the call for 
world-wide preaching as contained in 
the Biblical command: ‘This good news 
of the kingdom shall be preached to all 
nations.’ (Matthew 24:14) Having free­
ly practiced their preaching work for 
many years in their own country, where 
they were assisted by thousands of asso­
ciates, your Petitioners now wish to 
bring this good news to the people of 
Malaya, that no country may be exclud­
ed from the benefits of the divine com­
mand.

“ (iv) That your Petitioners believe that 
a sound knowledge of the Bible is the 
most lasting and effective b u l w a r k  
against the dangerous and violent polit­
ical ideologies that teach the overthrow 
of states and the alteration of the sys­
tems by violence.

“ (v) That your Petitioners believe that 
the remarkable unity and peace which 
exists b e t w e e n  Jehovah’s witnesses 
throughout the earth, regardless of race, 
nationality and colour, demonstrates in 
a practical way the benefits gained as a 
result of the teachings of the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society.”
Even as the other appeals went unheed­

ed, so also this cry to the high commission­
er in behalf of truth and justice. It fell on 
stony ears with the same result—no inter-

23
view, no reason, no relief. All possibilities 
for a stay of execution of the Executive 
Council’s order were now exhausted. All 
officialdom of Malaya apparently was solid­
ly against Jehovah God and his Kingdom 
witnesses. The only door open for the four 
missionaries was the one through which 
they had entered. They must leave this 
land where intolerance had reared its ugly 
head and go to one where freedom of wor­
ship exists. So on August 27 the four left 
n a r r o w -m in d e d  Malaya and entered 
freedom-loving Thailand, and there they 
have continued their charitable, God-given 
ministerial work.

YOU TOO CAN PROTEST!

Does this mean the case is closed and 
the matter ended? Official Malaya may 
think so. And the conspirators who engi­
neered the plot may sit back and rejoice 
that Jehovah’s witnesses were tossed out 
and the door slammed against their re­
turn. But such totalitarian treatment set­
tles nothing. When freedom and liberty 
are crushed underfoot as here in Malaya, 
all lovers of truth and justice everywhere 
rise up with righteous indignation to meet 
the challenge.

The government gave no reason for the 
ousting of Jehovah’s witnesses, but one 
high official told the missionaries: “You 
are undermining and disturbing all the 
established religions, which are such a bul­
wark against communism.” This is a re­
vealing statement when considered with 
other events. For example, a clergyman of 
the “Brethren” church in Penang told his 
congregation to have nothing to do with 
the witnesses when they called at their 
homes. Also the “Rev.” A. J. Bullitt, of 
Newcastle, commissary for the bishop of 
Singapore, complained that a newspaper 
headline, “Missionaries Asked to Leave 
Malaya,” was misleading since Jehovah’s 
witnesses were not real missionaries. He
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then boasted that a score of new mission­
aries were on their way to Malaya, ten as­
signed to the Church Missionary Society, 
six to the English Presbyterian Mission, 
and four to the London Missionary So­
ciety.—Singapore Free Press, August 13, 
1951.

The true nature of the ouster is thus dis­
covered—r e l i g i o u s  discrimination and 
bigoted intolerance! Political leaders have 
suppressed the Kingdom message and im­
paled its proclaimers at the behest of 
Pharisaical advisers. But in listening to 
these blind religious guides what a stupid 
blunder the rulers of Malaya have made! 
Christendom’s leading religions are no bul­
wark against communism. That is why 
the religions of Christendom make leagues 
with c o m m u n i s m  in Poland, Czecho­
slovakia, Hungary, Russia, etc., while Je­
hovah’s uncompromising witnesses are out­
lawed, banned and thrown into concentra­
tion camps in those countries. So by clos­
ing her borders to these true Christians, 
Malaya is playing right into the hands of 
the Communists. So it was too bad that 
those “established religions” in Malaya 
could not provide a sufficient “bulwark” to 
prevent Malaya’s high commissioner, Sir 
Henry Gurney, from being ambushed and 
killed by a hail of bullets by Communists 
just two and a half months later.

Through dullness of understanding men 
may make mistakes, but if they want to be 
wise they will correct their errors. Surely 
some of the ill-advised officials of Malaya
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are wise enough to reconsider the tragic 
mistake that was made in classifying Jeho­
vah’s witnesses as undesirables. Let every 
freedom-loving person therefore write im­
mediately to these officials. Write briefly 
and to the point, urging them to correct 
this error. Show them there are thousands 
upon thousands of people in this world who 
vigorously protest against this clergy- 
inspired discrimination and ruthless intol­
erance shown by Malaya. Names and ad­
dresses of responsible men of influence are 
as follows:

H. M. King George VI,
Buckingham Palace, London, S. W. 1

Prime Minister
Rt. Hon. W. L. S. Churchill,

O.M., C.H., M.P.
House of Commons, London, S. W. 1

Secretary of State for the Colonies 
Rt. Hon. Oliver Lyttelton, D.S.O., M.C. 
Church House, Great Smith Street, 
London, S. W. 1

The Hon. the Member for Home Affairs, 
Dato Onn bin Jaafar, D.K., D.P.M.J.
1 Clarke Street, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya

The Hon. the Officer Administering 
the Government,

Mr. M. V. del Tufo, C.M.G., M.C.S. 
King’s House, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya

Mr. H. L. King,
The Director of Immigration,
Havelock Road, Singapore 1
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W hy is it you do not know what I am speaking? Because you cannot listen to m y word. 
You are from  your father the Devil and you wish to do the desires o f your father. That 
one was a manslayer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because 
truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposi­
tion, because he is a liar and the father o f the lie. Because 1, on the other hand, tell 
the truth, you do not believe me. Who of you convicts m e o f sin? If I speak truth, why 
is it you do not believe m e? He that is from  God listens to the sayings o f God. This 

is why you do not listen, because you are not from  God.— John 8:43-47, NW .



IT WAS like living in the woods in the 
new world for four days during the in­

ternational assembly at Frankfurt am 
Main, August 24-26. Fourth in a series of 
weekly conventions that began with Lon­
don and ran through France, Holland, 
Scandinavia, Finland and finally Austria 
the last week of September, it proved the 
largest, the most unique of them all, the 
outstanding convention on the European 
continent in 1951.

For this assembly in West Germany the 
Sports Stadium in Frankfurt-Niederrad 
was rented, an idyllic place amid the City 
Forest of Frankfurt, on the edge of that 
metropolis of 500,000 dwellers. That large 
football bowl with its 35,000 places for 
sitting and standing room was not enough 
for the crowd expected, and so the nearby 
Cycle Racing Bowl was also rented, which 
offered seating for 10,000 more. But to 
provide seating for all attending, benches 
were built and installed in the great oval 
of the stadium, their total length amount­
ing to 10,000 meters of benches.

June 12 at a gathering of companies 
from Frankfurt and Offenbach the work 
of hunting rooming accommodations was 
begun. By 428 company publishers and 
24 pioneers quarters for 8,731 persons were 
found in private homes and for 594 in the 
hotels. Several hundred quarters were also 
arranged for in Mainz and Wiesbaden, many 
kilometers away. All were badly bombed

cities, and the quarters ob­
tainable were insufficient. So 
a tent arrangement for mass 
housing was projected, and 
many thousands of s q u a r e  
meters of grounds at the City 
Forest were rented for this. 
Frankfurter firms supplied the 
canvas tent c o v e r i n g  and 
stakes and foremen; Jeho­
vah’s witnesses supplied the 
workers, men and women who 

carried out instructions, dug the stake 
holes and did the erection work. All 
together, 559 workers, mostly pioneers, 
took part in this construction, beginning 
July 23. Additionally, 325 helpers from the 
surroundings of Frankfurt offered their 
services week ends. For sleeping quarters 
21 tents were erected, with a total of 45,837 
square meters of area. The smallest was 
40x8  meters, and the largest tents were 
220x40 meters, with a height of 12.7 
meters. More than 27,000 slept in these 
tents, and still there was room for others. 
There were three camps, each called by a 
Bible name.

In front or to the north of the big trib­
une of the Sports Stadium stood Camp Gil- 
gal, also the vast cafeteria tent, Barak 
Street dividing them. Still farther north 
and beyond the junction of the railroad 
tracks and the public highway (Moerfelder 
Landstrasse) lay Camp Gibeon. At this 
camp conventioners brought and set up 584 
small tents of their own, which offered 
shelter to 1,968 persons. Eastward from 
the Sports Stadium and beyond the Cycle 
Racing Bowl and Moerfelder Highway lay 
Camp Goshen. Like the three camps, the 
streets were also given Biblical names, such 
as David St., Mizpah St., Deborah St., 
Watchtower St., etc. Each camp was out­
fitted with large washing and toilet facil­
ities, for which the volunteer workers 
made excavations, erected structures in-
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eluding 320 meters’ length of community 
washbasins, and installed piping. The city 
fire department installed needed feed-pipes 
and water connections, running the supply 
line by twining a big firehose about a 
bridge built over Moerfelder Highway and 
thus conveying water over this thorough­
fare. Brothers of ours stood constant guard 
at this water-supply bridge to prevent any 
sabotage.

For bedding in the camp tents 347 tons 
of clean straw was bought, and this was 
spread out three feet high. Of course, after 
being slept on for several nights this was 
pressed down to a nice mattress thickness. 
Men’s and women’s quarters were strictly 
separate. The interiors of the tents were 
sectioned off rectangularly by lanes, and 
sections numbered and lettered, so that 
sleeping places could be assigned out and 
each one locate where he was to sleep. The 
tents were fitted with loud-speakers. For 
the spoken word to be heard here and over 
all the convention site, 4,200 meters of 
cable were laid, 17 loud-speaker columns 
set up and 6 individual loud-speakers. For 
illumination 6,500 meters of cable were 
laid with 360 locations for lights. The tent­
ers brought along their own blankets. Thus 
36,026 were provided with lodging, includ­
ing those who put up at hotels and else­
where.

Nowhere in or around Frankfurt was 
there a kitchen adequate for providing hot 
food to such thousands of conventioners. 
So the Society built its own kitchen. For 
this, 51 kettles with a capacity of 300 liters 
each were obtained, some for gas, some for 
coal consumption, some for steam. But 
from where the steam? At a worker’s hap­
py suggestion the National Railways were 
appealed to and a locomotive was rented 
and rolled onto a siding near the Sports 
Field railroad station. On the bank along­
side it a big kitchen tent was set up to 
shelter 40 steam kettles. A large-caliber
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pipe was then run from the locomotive’s 
steam dome to the kettles connected in 
series. But would this system work? It was 
the first attempt of its kind in Germany, 
yet it worked! In 15 minutes each unit 
turned out a kettleful of cooked food. Dur­
ing the three days there were 49,700 serv­
ings of breakfast, 75,700 of dinner and 
58,050 of supper at the cafeteria.

For baked goods, ah, 
they installed, too, their 
own bakery, in the base­
ment of the tribune build­
ing of the Sports Stadi­
um. A week before con­

vention four brothers began baking. In a 
lent dough machine they had to work up 
tons of dough, to bake enough for 132,675 
portions of Saxon Stolle cake, 120,855 of 
streusselkuchen (crumb cake), 8,050 of 
plum cake and 10,000 Berlin pancakes. 
From large bakeries in Frankfurt 230,000 
rolls and 28,500 loaves of bread were sup­
plied.

The cafeteria covered 8,000 square me­
ters of area, roofed with tenting. To put 
through 30,000 eaters in an hour there 
were 50 serving stations, and correspond­
ing lines of tables, each table 50 meters 
long and at which we stood to eat. Conven­
tioners were all told to bring along their 
own knives, forks and spoons. This made 
work lighter for the dishwashing depart­
ment of 576 helpers.

ARRIVALS

Tuesday morning the Society’s vice- 
president and the Canadian branch servant 
landed at the Rhein-Main airport outside 
Frankfurt and a large group of preconven­
tion workers from “ tent city” turned out 
to welcome them. Next day at 12:25 p.m. 
the president, N. H. Knorr, and his secre­
tary, M. G. Henschel, arrived at the airport, 
and German branch servant, Erich Frost, 
and a still larger welcoming committee of
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hundreds from the tent city gave them a 
grand reception. Brother Knorr’s arrival 
was announced over the airport loud­
speakers and three news reporters button­
holed him for an interview, for which F. S. 
Hoffmann, the Gilead graduate servant of 
the Wiesbaden Bethel home, acted as inter­
preter into German. The Neue the
Frankfurter Rundschau, and the Nachtaus- 
gabe thereafter reported his arrival with 
pictures and long accompanying articles.

From the airport Brother Knorr and his 
party went to the convention grounds, in­
spected the kitchen and its locomotive 
steam boiler, the bakery, the cafeteria and 
the camps, and then drove out to the So­
ciety’s branch office for West Germany, at 
Weisbaden-Dotzheim, about 27 miles from 
Frankfurt. There he and other North 
American representatives of the Society 
stayed and enjoyed sweet association with 
the German Bethel family of 104 members. 
The transformation which the G e rm a n  
brothers had wrought in the windowless, 
doorless, looted building for leasing which 
they had contracted at Brother Knorr’s 
last visit in 1947 was marvelous, and now 
a printing establishment and shipping de­
partment and branch offices were function­
ing there in spick-and-span quarters.

For days ahead, the rising tent city was 
a place of interest for early arriving for­
eign conventioners, news reporters and 
others. But on Thursday, the day before 
convention, the main body of the German 
conventioners began pouring in in their 
tens of thousands. There were some 100 
special omnibuses with the groups from 
various companies. Thirty special trains 
of 800 to 1,000 passengers each had been 
arranged for with the National Railways, 
and from 10 a.m. till past the following 
midnight these arrived one after another 
and discharged their loads of high-spirited 
German brothers at the Sports Field rail­
road station. A large sign, in German, “Je-
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hovah’s witnesses in the Stadium 24-26 of 
August,” high above and across the road 
met their glad eyes as they marched onto 
the grounds. There was a standard-bearer 
for each group, who held aloft on a pole 
the identification of the particular com­
pany he represented, such as “Jehovah’s 
witnesses—Munich—so-and-so group” . The 
whole band t r o o p e d  along with their 
standard-bearer and got their lodgings to­
gether. This served for good order in arriv­
ing but still more so for a prompt, orderly 
departure without mishap or delay at the 
close of the convention.

Many others did not arrive by special 
train or bus, but came by motorcycle, bi­
cycle, private car and on foot. From 24 
different lands they came. There were wit­
nesses of Jehovah who had risked their 
liberty or even their lives to cross the bor­
der secretly from Communist East Ger­
many into the American zone of West Ger­
many. Yes, about 500 of them got through 
and they reported and registered at a spe­
cial tent reserved for them. Many of them 
a r r iv e d ,  weary, worn, and financially 
“broke” . They were given free meals and 
at night a straw bed. One brother and his 
74-year-old mother trudged 11 days to get 
here, sleeping nights in the woods and 
parks in order to avoid Communist police. 
Many expressed their willingness to re­
turn, for the truth must continue to be 
preached in East Germany and Jehovah’s 
“other sheep” be gathered to his Right 
Shepherd. What these East zoners had en­
dured and seen made them determined 
fighters, unwilling to flee or quit. In the 
year following that infamous night of Au­
gust 30, 1950, hundreds of witnesses were 
arrested in East Germany and the branch 
there at Magdeburg was shut down. De­
spite this, there are now 17,256 witnesses 
active in that zone. The 36,500 in West 
Germany brings the total to over 53,000 
Kingdom publishers in all of Germany.
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SESSIONS

On Friday, August 24, at 5 a.m. the 
buzzer at the Wiesbaden Bethel aroused 
the family and they prepared to make the 
early special train for the convention. 
Some were able to go by car. It turns out 
a sunny day. For the full length of the 
convention grounds Moerfelder Highway 
has been blocked off to all public traffic to 
prevent conventioners from being run 
down, and police stand guard.

You enter the stadium and there you 
find the great bowl jammed with conven­
tioners, nicely and colorfully dressed. Hun­
dreds are even sitting out on the race track. 
Wonderful! to find them all there well be­
fore the hour. They are determined to miss 
nothing, but to get all they can out of the 
sessions. Out in the green football field to­
ward the western end is the speakers’ 
stand in a beautiful setting of flowers and 
evergreen plants, and fronted by large, 
standing white letters in a semicircle which 
spell Jehovas Zeugen. Up in the tribune 
stands to the west of the central balcony 
is the orchestra, and there a large orches­
tra of 150 instruments performs under a 
skilled director. Look! there are 80 violins, 
10 accordions, a guitar, t o g e t h e r  with 
drums and cymbals and the brass and 
woodwind instruments. And, as at London, 
a man in a white shirt out in the field di­
rects the singing. At one end of the stadi­
um is a large sign, in German, “Clean Wor­
ship Assembly,” and along the length of 
the tribune stands and opposite, across 
the football field, along the gallery wall 
are the large signs with the 1951 yeartext: 
“Praise Jah, you people, because Jehovah 
our God, the Almighty, has begun to rule 
as king.—Rev. 19:6, NW.”  Over in the 
Cycle Racing Bowl (across the street and 
to the northeast of the stadium) there are 
large numbers of conventioners, to listen 
in on the loud-speakers. All together, there 
are upward of 30,000 here, and at the very
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start of the assembly. The tent city there 
on the grounds helped greatly to this end. 
And to facilitate travel between Frankfurt 
and the Sports Field the National Railways 
considerately offer a s ix-coupon c a r d  
which entitles you to six trips for just one 
G e rm a n  mark (20c), and these cards 
are obtainable in the Traffic tent and at 
the railroad stations. Yes, and the German 
Government postoffice stamped all out­
going mail with the cancellation stamp: 
“ Frankfurt (Main ) Clean W orship A s­
sembly of Jehovah’s W itnesses, 24 to 
26 .8 .51 . ”

At 9 a.m. punkt! the assembly opens and 
the vast attendance sang full-throated in 
praise to the eternal God, celestial King. 
The entire morning was devoted to a fine 
array of four speakers, the second of 
which, branch servant Frost, gave the ad­
dress of welcome as convention chairman. 
During the morning Brother Knorr was 
interviewed by eleven news reporters and 
men from Life and Time magazines. Radio 
men came, and he made a tape recording 
answering their questions for a six-minute 
broadcast, his replies being translated into 
German. Even a reporter from The Stars 
and Stripes (European edition of the U. S. 
armed forces) was there for an interview, 
and on August 28 this newspaper pub­
lished a 4-paragraph report with a baptism 
picture.

The high point of the day was the presi­
dent’s afternoon talk on “Making Your 
Mind Over for New World Living” , which 
was interpreted into German. By this talk 
he, together with eight other speakers who 
had served at the London assembly at the 
beginning of the month, was bringing fea­
ture talks of that international gathering 
to the Frankfurt assembly. The delivering 
of the same talks in the many lands by the 
Society’s representatives worked toward 
uniting the brothers in all these lands in 
a oneness of mind. Those who understood
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both English and German got the speeches 
with double blows through the force of 
both languages. There were 34,547 listen­
ing to Brother Knorr, a thousand of whom 
were over at the Cycle Racing Bowl and 
5,000 in the cafeteria. When he walked off 
the field there was a battery of camera 
fans and moving-picture takers at the exit 
to stay his progress for some shots.

Besides the platform service-meeting 
demonstration in the evening, one of the 
speeches was a report on experiences and 
activities in Communist East Germany by 
the Society’s representative stationed in 
Berlin, American zone. This thrilled the lis­
teners. Next day column one of the front 
page of the Abendpost announced the ar­
rest of six witnesses of Jehovah near Tref- 
furt while trying to cross the border from 
the East zone to attend this convention.

Saturday morning, August 25, the bap­
tismal discourse was given from the plat­
form in the Cycle Racing Bowl by assistant 
chairman E. Schwafert, who is also factory 
servant at Wiesbaden branch. Thousands 
were here while others were at the stadi­
um. At his propounding of questions re­
garding their faith and dedication to God 
the baptismal candidates stood in their 
places on the north side (toward the large 
swimming pools to their rear) and an­
swered with a firm, unanimous Ja! You 
could hear their Yes! in German anywhere 
in the bowl. There were many witnesses to 
the mass baptism, and among them many 
photographers and professional newsreel 
men. In less than two hours 50 baptizers 
immersed a grand total of 2,373, baptizing 
1,545 women and 828 men, the oldest be­
ing 87 years of age and the youngest 8 years.

For those not detained by the baptism, 
the morning hours were devoted to field 
service in preaching the good news of 
God’s kingdom orally and by printed page 
and also in advertising the public address 
on that intriguing theme, “Will Religion
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Meet the World Crisis?” Badges worn on 
coat lapels and shirtwaists, though small 
in size, roused great interest and stirred 
up many inquiries. The workers went out 
by buses, special trains, etc., to Frankfurt, 
and places beyond, such as Wiesbaden, 
Mainz and Darmstadt. This same morning 
Brother Knorr held a pioneer meeting in 
the cafeteria, and this was attended by a 
thousand conventioners. Here about a hun­
dred full-time workers signed applications 
for attending Gilead School.

For the afternoon the skies clouded over. 
After two preliminary speeches the con­
vention set itself to hear Brother Knorr’s 
talk on “The Triumph of Clean, Undefiled 
Worship” . Toward the end of it there were 
some stray drops of rain. Some few broth­
ers withdrew to cover and some umbrellas 
went up, only to come down again when 
the drops ceased. We must have been on 
the fringe of a rainfall, for in Frankfurt 
just two kilometers away it rained heavily 
this afternoon. And now Brother Knorr 
came to the high point in his delivery as he 
released the new German book, the trans- 
l a t i o n  of "  Equippedfoi' Every Good 
Worlc” . This was greeted with a loud cheer 
and applause, as was also the announce­
ment that copies were there in quantity 
for distribution. There was a mass exodus 
from the stadium, and a swarming to the 
distribution places, and 18,000 were placed 
this afternoon. Our attendance had now 
climbed up to 38,226, surpassing the num­
ber at the great public meeting in Lon­
don. Now came experience accounts by pio­
neers, Gilead graduates and circuit serv­
ants, followed by a speech in German by 
the registrar-instructor of Gilead School, 
A. D. Schroeder, and a speech by the 
Canadian branch servant, P. Chapman.

Now those in attendance looked forward 
to the final day of the assembly, and we 
leave our readers to look forward to a re­
port of the same in our next issue.
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Tell the People
“ Until Cities Be Waste Without Inhabitant”

W HY have Jehovah’s witnesses be­
come increasingly prominent and 

a c t i v e  since 1918? Who commissioned 
them and gave them their message? Is 
their activity accomplishing its purpose or 
must it be classed as a failure? For how 
long must they continue to witness?*

What makes Jehovah’s witnesses ever 
more prominent is that their message is so 
different from that of all others professing 
to be Christians. Jehovah’s witnesses, like 
the others, were at one time contaminated 
with the errors that marked the great 
apostasy foretold by the apostle Paul. 
(2 Thess. 2:3) However, due to their loyal­
ty to Bible truth, God purified their mes­
sage even as he cleansed the lips of his 
prophet Isaiah.—Prov. 4:18; Isa. 6:6,7.

As a result of that purifying work Jeho­
vah’s witnesses have a striking message, 
uncompromising, pure, free from the fear 
of man, religious traditions and human 
philosophies and creature worship. And 
this message fires them with zeal so that 
when they hear the call of J e h o v a h :  
“ Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” they eagerly respond: “Here am I; 
send me.” (Isa. 6:8) Without first inquir­
ing whether or not such have had seminary 
training and whether or not they are sin­
gle, Jehovah God accepts the services of 
such and sends them forth. They have the 
needed knowledge of Jehovah God and his 
purposes and the desire to tell others.

Are Jehovah’s witnesses converting the 
world? No, they are not. In fact, they are 
not even trying to do so; that is not the 
purpose of their activity. Their purpose is 
to warn the wicked and point the lovers of 
righteousness to the place of safety, and 
that purpose they are accomplishing. To 
compromise their message for the sake of

* See The Watchtower, April 1, 1951. for a more de­
tailed discussion of this subject.

popularity would not fulfill prophecy, for 
Jehovah foretold that their message would 
be rejected.—Isa. 6:9,10.

If not until the world is converted, then 
for how long are they to continue to give 
the witness? Jehovah answers through his 
prophet Isaiah: “Until cities be waste 
without inhabitant, and houses without 
man, and the land become utterly waste, 
and Jehovah have removed men far away, 
and the forsaken places be many in the 
midst of the land.”—Isa. 6:11,12, AS.

Thus we see that, without setting a spe­
cific date, Jehovah does set the practical 
limits of the work his witnesses must do 
among the people of unhealed Christen­
dom, until it is totally desolated. That deso­
lation will be accomplished by the ten 
“horns” of the beast which will turn on 
Christendom’s whorish system of Babylo­
nish religion and wreck it. All of her reli­
gious systems will be affected, none will 
escape. Their adherents will be taken cap­
tive or destroyed by the worldly elements 
that fight against religion and God’s king­
dom, thus making organized religion com­
pletely desolate, this marking the begin­
ning of Armageddon.—Rev. 17:16-18.

However, in spite of such conditions in 
Christendom, Jehovah’s witnesses will con­
tinue to proclaim the Kingdom message 
and declare the “day of vengeance of our 
God” . They will continue to do so until 
Christ Jesus, Jehovah’s chief Executioner, 
destroys all the ungodly elements, reli­
gious, political, social and commercial in 
the “war of the great day of God the Al­
mighty” , thus completely vindicating Jeho­
vah’s universal sovereignty.

Therefore, you Christian witnesses of 
Jehovah, do not relax your efforts, do not 
become weary in well-doing, warn the 
wicked and comfort men of good will “un­
til cities be waste without inhabitant” !
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•  The April 15, 1951, W atchtow er, page 233, 
said: “Fornicators are unmarried persons who 
commit immorality. Adulterers are married 
persons who willingly have sex relations with 
someone of the opposite sex not their legal 
marriage mate.” Yet Matthew 19:9 refers to 
the immorality of a married woman as forni­
cation. W hy?—-E. W ., Texas.

Legally and generally the distinction is made 
between the two terms as The W atchtow er 
presents it, though sometimes fornication is 
used in a broader sense to take in all sexual 
immorality. Webster’s unabridged dictionary 
of 1950 defines fornication: “Illicit sexual in­
tercourse on the part of an unmarried person; 
the act of such illicit sexual intercourse be­
tween a man and a woman as does not by 
law amount to adultery (which see). Forni­
cation is sometimes, esp. in the Bible, used to 
include all sexual intercourse except between 
husband and wife or concubine; but it is usual­
ly distinguished from adultery, and sometimes 
from incest.” See Matthew 15:19; Mark 7:21, 
22; 1 Corinthians 6:9, N W ; Galatians 5:19; 
Hebrews 13:4, N W . Under “Adultery” this dic­
tionary states: “Sexual unfaithfulness of a 
married person; voluntary sexual intercourse 
by a married man with another than his wife 
or by a married woman with another than 
her husband.”

•  Did Jesus, during his childhood, know that 
he was to be Messiah and realize that he had 
existed formerly as a spirit creature, the 
Logos?— C. R., Pennsylvania.

“Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a dream, 
saying: ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary your wife home, for that which 
has been begotten in her is by holy spirit. She 
will give birth to a son, and you must call 
his name “Jesus”, for he will save his people 
from their sins.’ ” (Matt. 1:20,21, N W ) From  
this Joseph would know that Jesus was God’s 
Son and destined to be the means of salvation.

To Mary the angel Gabriel said: “You will 
conceive in your womb and give birth to a son,

and you are to call his name Jesus. This one 
will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the 
throne of David his father, and he will be 
king over the house of Jacob forever, and 
there will be no end of his kingdom. . . . 
Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of 
the Most High will overshadow you. For that 
reason also what is born will be called holy, 
God’s Son.” (Luke 1:30-35, N W ) So Mary would 
know that Jesus was God’s Son and was also 
to be the promised Messiah to reign as king 
over an everlasting kingdom; though she, like 
the rest of the Jews, thought this kingdom 
would be earthly.

Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist, knew 
Jesus was to be Lord, greeting Mary under 
inspiration: “How is it that this privilege is 
mine, to have the mother of my Lord come 
to m e?” (Luke 1:41-43, N W ) Zechariah, father 
of John the Baptist, was aware that a Savior 
had been provided, and that his son John was 
to prepare the way before Him. (Luke 1:67-79, 
N W ) At the time of Jesus’ birth a number of 
shepherds knew he was to be the Messiah, 
Christ the Lord, for Jehovah’s angel said to 
them: “There was born to you today a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.” They publicized this 
fact. (Luke 2:8-20, N W ) One Simeon had re­
ceived a divine promise that “he would not see 
death before he had seen the Christ of Je­
hovah”, and when he saw the young child 
Jesus at the temple he acknowledged fulfill­
ment of the promise and said: “My eyes have 
seen your means of saving.” (Luke 2:25-32, 
N W ) Also at the temple was Anna, a prophet­
ess, who acknowledged the child Jesus as the 
coming Deliverer.— Luke 2:36-38, NW .

Certainly these momentous things were made 
known to the lad Jesus, and it may be that he 
had this special relationship and obligation to 
Jehovah in mind when as a twelve-year-old 
he said to his earthly parents: “Did you not 
know that I must be in the house of my  
Father?” (Luke 2:49, N W ) John the Baptist 
also seemed aware of these things, as indi­
cated by his hesitancy to immerse Jesus on 
the grounds that Jesus was far superior to 
him. (Matt. 3:11-15) So there seems to be no 
doubt that Jesus, during his childhood, knew 
he was to be the promised Messiah. But he 
very likely viewed his Messiahship as being 
over an earthly, theocratic kingdom. That was 
the accepted understanding of the Jews at 
that time concerning Messiah’s reign.
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As Jesus neared thirty years of age and his 

knowledge of the prophecies increased he may 
have gradually received inklings that Messiah- 
ship was more than that, but it was probably 
not until his immersion and the holy spirit's 
descent upon him that he appreciated that it 
was a heavenly kingdom he was to possess, 
and that he had previously existed as the Log­
os. The natural man Jesus did not discern 
these things of the spirit, but when the spirit 
came upon him the spirit revealed them to 
him. ‘The heavens were opened up” for him 
and heavenly things were discernible to him. 
(Matt. 3: 16,17, N W ) John the Baptist ap­
parently knew of Jesus' prehuman existence, 
saying: “The one coming behind me has ad­
vanced in front of me, because he existed be­
fore m e." Since Jesus did not exist before 
John as a human creature, prehuman existence 
must have been here meant. But there is no 
indication that John said this before Jesus’ 
baptism; he probably said it afterward, pos­
sibly around the time when he said of the

anointed Jesus, “That one must go on in­
creasing, but I must go on decreasing," since 
there is some similarity of thought between 
the two expressions.— John 1:15; 3:30, NW .

It was after Jesus’ anointing that he defi­
nitely knew of his prior existence as a spirit 
creature, and he testified to it. At John 8:58  
(NW)  he said: “Before Abraham came into ex­
istence, I have been." Just before his death Jesus 
said: “Father, glorify me alongside yourself 
with the glory which I had alongside you before 
the world was." (John 17:5, N W ) So because of 
spirit begettal Jesus knew of his former ex­
istence as a spirit creature, but his disciples 
were often puzzled by such references and did 
not comprehend such spiritual things until their 
minds were likewise illuminated by holy spirit, 
at Pentecost. Hence since it seems that such 
understanding came by holy spirit, Jesus did 
not know about his prehuman existence until 
his anointing at Jordan river, though he did 
understand during his childhood that he was 
to be the promised Messiah.
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