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THE PURPOSE OF ״T H E  W ATCH TO W ER”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which 

watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good 
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is 
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God’s Word. That elevates it 
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from 
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, out its message advanc- 
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.—Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted 
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex- 
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the 
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in 
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it 
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, 4’The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower, 
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out 
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s 
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food, 
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise 
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is 
based on God’s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at- 
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your- 
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own 
prophecy. In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus 
on Bible truth, and views religious news generally.

4Be watchful in these perilous times,’ God admonishes. So keep on the 
watch by regularly reading 44The Watchtower”.
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MANKIND’S GREATEST LEADER
noisemakers, and if he was an honorable 
man in his lifetime, he probably would 
not want to if he could. It is worse than 
when the ancient priests of Baal gashed 
themselves and wailed ail day long in an 
effort to make their “god״ hear them when 
Elijah called their bluff. At least they ad- 
mitted that they were heathen!—1 Ki. 
18:20-40.

But why, especially at this season, make 
so much of these matters? Because just 
now all of Christendom is making a great 
show of commemorating the birth of Je- 
sus Christ, the mighty ‘witness, leader 
and commander to the people’. (Isa. 55:4) 
Certainly we will not deny that mem owes 
recognition to this only truly great leader 
ever given him. Beyond question, Jesus 
meets every requirement for leadership in 
the perfect sense. His invincible military 
prowess he will demonstrate in crushing 
the Devil to defeat at the “battle of that 
great day of God Almighty” or Arma- 
geddon. (Rev. 16:14,16) Then the govern- 
ment of this “Prince of Peace” will intro- 
duce the most blessed and peaceful rule 
ever known, amid conditions of content- 
ment and prosperity. (Isa. 9:6,7; Mic. 
4:1-5) And no scientist or doctor ever 
lived who came near to matching what 
Christ has given humanity. Instead of bur- 
dening his subjects with sin and death, 
his life has furnished a ransom “in order 
that everyone exercising faith in him 
might not be destroyed but have ever-

yfE N  have been following human 
C / V I  leaders for thousands of years in 
search of liberation. Jehovah God touched 
the keynote of true deliverance in Eden. 
After humanity’s fall to sin and death, God 
pointed ahead to a Seed to be produced 
from the womb of his organization who 
would restore justice, peace and life. (Gen. 
3:15) In the meantime politics, militarism 
and science have filled the world with 
champions and heroes to be hailed while 
living, and after death to be memorialized 
each year on their anniversaries.

But for all the glory men would accord 
their great ones, the Bible rule remains: 
“Rely not upon great men—mere mortals 
who can give no help; when their breath 
goes, they return to the dust, and on that 
very day their projects perish.”—Ps. 146: 
3,4, Mo.

Some of the most worthless men have 
been accorded posthumous praise. Man’s 
first king, Nimrod, though worshiped after 
death as a god, was a wanton spiller of 
blood in his lifetime. He reviled the true 
God and encouraged worship of the state. 
Though claiming to be the promised seed 
of deliverance, he brought only slavery to 
creature worshipers.—Gen. 10:8-10.

When holidays are declared in honor of 
such “great men”, how hollow the usual 
procedures followed. Usually it is a time 
for rowdyism and general debauchery to 
reign. The one whose birth provides the 
excuse for such reveling cannot hear the
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known. That his followers might not be 
divided and destroyed by barriers of na- 
tional pride, Jesus advocated rendering to 
Caesar his due; but stressed that God must 
be given his as well, and that God came 
first. Yet twice in one generation, pro- 
fessed Christians the world over have been 
torn by global war in which Catholic killed 
Catholic and Protestant, Protestant.

Throughout the ministry of Christ there 
shone the theme of the Lord’s prayer: 
“Your kingdom come.” Christendom’s ser- 
mons are w eighted  with fair-haired  
promises of a better world by human in- 
genuity, collective security schemes, a 
United Nations as man’s hope, etc. Jesus 
gave “a new commandment, that you love 
one another”. (John 13:34, Worldly 
religion hatches constant political intrigue 
and frequent violence against true Chris- 
tians who are separate from the world, 
thus reflecting strife, envy and hate.

Truly Christendom is an empty shell of 
vanity and paganism. When she calls to 
her gods on the same holidays and in the 
same way as the heathen of old, the re- 
suits are naturally the same. The gods 
for whom such celebrations were originally 
established cannot answer. Thus Nimrod 
is forever dead despite all the evergreen 
trees of antiquity and of those that now 
may be displayed on December 25. Demons 
intercept the praise to God and continue 
to lead the nations to Armageddon.

True Christians seek to move their lips 
in intelligent praise to Jehovah the true 
and Almighty God and to his Son. (Heb. 
13:15) Their doing so, preaching the good 
news of his kingdom, helps more and more 
persons to appreciate the meaning of the 
peace he brought to “men of good-will” 
and the blessings ahead for this earth un- 
der his rule. (Luke 2:14, They make 
his God their God, his kingdom their hope. 
How uplifting! What a truly great Leader 
and Commander he is!
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lasting life”. (John 3:16, N W )  Moreover, 
life under his government is promised to 
uplift the race to perfection.

But now in view of these facts it should 
be apparent that no “mass for Christ” or 
“Christmas” is necessary for this great 
Leader. This conviction is deepened in 
noting that the Bible nowhere records a 
celebration of Jesus’ birth by either him- 
self or his disciples. Nor does the Bible 
become any more explicit on the exact 
date of its occurrence other than that it 
was in the early fall, about October 1. 
Where then did the December 25 date 
originate? Protestants took it from the 
Catholics, who had appropriated it from 
the pagan religions so plentiful in the Ro- 
man empire of the fourth century. In turn, 
ancient heathen peoples had kept it since 
the time of the early Babylonians, who on 
that date annually commemorated the 
birth of Nimrod!

And just as the date is wrong, so is 
everything connected with it. By burning 
the pagan yule log, Nimrod’s death was 
anciently observed on December 24. Then 
on the 25th, the presence of an evergreen 
tree depicted the belief of his worshipers 
that “god Nimrod” had been changed 
into divine or to immortality. Further- 
more, while Christendom is filled to over- 
flowing with such heathen lip service to 
its professed Leader, it is empty of all the 
virtues he required of his true followers.

Jesus held to the premise of one true 
worship and branded all others false roads 
leading off into destruction. But Christen- 
dom’s unity is shattered by no less than 
265 sects in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  alone. 
Clergy hypocrisy that c a p i t a l i z e d  on 
acts of public charity and loud prayers 
he condemned. This world’s clergy’s love 
for headlines in accompaniment to their 
charity and their praying at public func- 
tions where politicians kiss the Bible and 
they add a benediction—all this is well

SHeWATCHTOWER.



"SAY TO THE PRISONERS,
(fo  T o ttA ”

them out with the 
greatest respect and 
meekly l isten to  
their message. It is 

truly written, “Jehovah looseth the pris- 
oners.”—Ps. 146:7, .AS; Jer. 40:1-4; Gen. 
41:1-46; Acts 5:17-21; 12:1-11; 16:19-34.

3But here we are at the threshold of 
A.D. 1952. This is too modern a day for 
Jehovah God to be doing anything like 
loosing people from prison, is it not? Do 
not think so for a moment. The fact is, 
he is doing his great work of releasing 
now, in this modern period from A.D. 1919. 
This work is marked by the releasing of 
many from literal prisons, concentration 
camps and other places of detention. But 
it is specially remarkable for releasing 
victims from a vaster and more terrible 
prison, a spiritual prison condition in a 
modern Babylon. Nothing can resist, and 
nothing is resisting his power to set those 
who are bound free even while the prison 
still stands. When he has delivered all 
those who long to get free and who look 
to him for it, he will smash the entire 
prison system at the battle of Armageddon 
and introduce a free world for everyone 
that lives. Note how this is coming about.

4God Almighty has a great Liberator 
or Servant whom he now uses in this work 
of granting sweet release to liberty lovers 
who are bound. Who is he? Hear the voice 
that comes sounding down the corridors 
of nineteen centuries from a Jewish syn-

" T h a t th ou  m a y e s t  s a y  to  th e  p r iso n ers , 
Go fo r th ;  to  th em  th a t a re  in  d a rk n ess, 
S h ew  yo u rse lves. T h ey  sh a ll fee d  in  th e  
ways, and th e ir  p a s tu re s  sh a ll b e  in all 

h igh  p l a c e s .”—Isa . 49:9.

3. Since when in our time is he doing a greater 
releasing work, and from what?
4. How do we identify Jehovah’s great Servant of 
liberation ?

JEHOVAH cannot be beat for opening 
J prison doors and letting prisoners loose. 
He has a record of doing this in a literal 
way. He sent prophetic dreams to Pharaoh 
of ancient Egypt, and these worked for 
him to release Joseph from prison to in- 
terpret the dreams and become chief 
minister of Pharaoh. He used the mighty 
armies of Babylon as his executioners 
and let them batter their way into Jeru- 
salem and release his prophet Jeremiah 
from prison. Much later the religious 
rulers of Jerusalem again committed a 
false arrest, this time on the apostles of 
Jesus Christ. But Jehovah’s angel opened 
the prison doors that night, brought them 
forth without their keepers’ realizing it, 
and told them to go back to preach about 
Jesus Christ in the temple. Afterward 
when Peter alone was imprisoned and 
sentenced to death and lay sleeping bound 
with chains between two soldiers and with 
guards before the cell door, Jehovah’s 
angel again struck off the chains and led 
Peter out to freedom and to further serv- 
ice of his God.

2 Even an earthquake was not too much 
for Jehovah to stir up under the prison 
at Philippi in Macedonia to loose the hands 
and feet of the apostle Paul and Silas 
from chains and stocks and to knock open 
the cell door and induce the jailer to lead

for opening prisons1,2. What record has Jehovah 
and letting the inmates loose?
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own appointment of someone reliable to 
free the prisoners of this oppressive sys- 
tern of things. To this day he sticks to 
that appointment. So it is not worth the 
while and it only leads to heartbreaks 
to look to anybody else than the One the 
Most High God has appointed. He makes 
known the One he has appointed and he 
speaks to him with these words: “Thus 
saith Jehovah, In an acceptable time have 
I answered thee, and in a day of salvation 
have I helped thee; and I will preserve 
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the 
people, to raise up the land, to make them 
inherit the desolate heritages; saying to 
them that are bound, Go forth; to them 
that are in darkness, Show yourselves.” 
—Isa. 49:8, 9, AS.

THE SERVANT
8 Oh, you say, those words apply to King 

Cyrus of Persia. In 539 B.C. he and his 
uncle Darius overthrew mighty Babylon 
which had destroyed Jerusalem and its 
temple and had desolated the land of the 
Jews by carrying nearly all the survivors 
off into Babylon as exiles. But in the first 
year of his reign Cyrus released these 
Jewish prisoners. He let them go back to 
the desolate Jewish heritages in Palestine 
and rebuild the ruined land.

7 All that is true. Isaiah, chapter forty- 
five, did foretell Cyrus and his liberal deeds 
toward Jehovah’s people, but it sets him 
forth as a type or prophetic figure of 
Jesus Christ, the Greater Cyrus. It is 
Jesus Christ who brings about the com- 
plete fulfillment of Jehovah’s prophecy. So 
he is the great Servant of liberation now.

8When Jesus was on earth he had a 
powerful instrument, the truth. At once 
we think of his words: “If you remain in
6, 7. To whom do those words apply in type and In 
antitype?
8. (a) What powerful instrument of liberation did Jesus 
have? (b) How did God help him and give him as a 
“covenant of the people"?
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agogue at Nazareth in Galilee, Palestine. 
The voice is reading the words of the 
prophecy of Isaiah, c h a p t e r  sixty-one, 
verses one and two, and you hear these 
words: “Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, be- 
cause he anointed me to declare good 
news to the poor, he sent me forth to 
preach a release to the captives and a re- 
covery of sight to the blind, to send the 
crushed ones away with a release, to 
preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” (Luke 
4:18,19, N W ) Ah, you recognize the voice 
of Jesus of Nazareth speaking and there 
applying to himself those prophetic words 
designating Jehovah’s Servant of libera- 
tion. Yes, he is the great Servant whom 
Almighty God has raised up now to serve 
as Liberator, now when the whole earth 
is threatened with a new bondage, that of 
blasphemous international communism. 
The self-conceited religious pontiff who 
claims to be the visible “vicar of Christ” 
falls far short of being a spiritual bulwark 
against the onrush of Christless Com- 
munism. A false Christ could never be de- 
pended upon to be a true bulwark against 
political and social lies. But the true Christ 
himself, Jesus the Son of God, stands firmer 
than the rock of Gibraltar, not only re- 
pelling the invasion of Communism and 
other political isms into the lives of lovers 
of truth and righteousness, but also re- 
leasing many who are in bondage under 
these systems.

*Millions of people inside and outside 
of Christendom have been fooled in the 
past. And it is now a foolish thing to 
listen to some man or group of men when 
they lift themselves to prominence and 
then, to draw followers after themselves, 
proclaim that they will bring about the 
people’s liberation. The granting of full 
liberty to mankind rests with the Al- 
mighty God Jehovah. He has made his
5. To what does it lead to look to men as liberators, 
and whose appointment does this course ignore?

SHeWATCHTOWEFL
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Isaiah 49:8. The apostle Paul calls atten- 
tion to these words and applies them in 
connection with the followers of Jesus 
Christ. We reproduce Paul’s particular 
way of saying it, and also his words sur- 
rounding it, as follows: “We are there- 
fore ambassadors substituting for Christ, 
as though God were making entreaty 
through us. As substitutes for Christ we 
beg: ‘Become reconciled to God.’ The one 
who did not know sin he made to be sin 
for us, that we might become God’s right- 
eousness by means of him. Working to- 
gether with him, we also entreat you not 
to accept the undeserved kindness of God 
and miss its purpose. For he says [and 
here comes Paul’s quotation of Isaiah 
49:8, L X X In an acceptable season I‘ :\־
heard you, and in the day for salvation 
I came to your help.’ Look! Now is the 
especially acceptable season. Look! Now 
is the day for salvation. In no way are 
we giving any cause for stumbling, that 
our ministry might not be found fault 
with; but in every way we recommend 
ourselves as God’s ministers.”—2 Cor. 
5:20 to 6:4, NW.

10 Here Paul tells us he had a ministry 
of service entrusted to him, and that in 
doing it he was working together with 
God and his great Servant Jesus Christ. 
Since Christ was not there personally in 
the flesh, Paul was acting as an ambassa- 
dor substituting for Christ and saying for 
him, “Become reconciled to God [so as to 
gain salvation in this acceptable season and 
day for it] .” That his ministry or service 
might be blameless in this respect, Paul 
was giving his hearers no cause for stum- 
bling but was in every way recommending 
himself to them as God’s minister or serv- 
ant. So he appeals to those to whom he 
writes that they should not receive the 
undeserved kindness of God through
10. How was Paul trying to keep his m inistry blame- 
less, and what appeal does he m ake to us about God’s 
undeserved kindness?

my word, you are really my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” (John 8:31,32,
All the while he was on earth as a man 
he was in constant danger from the great 
Serpent Satan the Devil, and all his wicked 
seed demon and human. He prayed to his 
heavenly Father and he was answered 
and helped that he might finish his work 
for mankind’s salvation. Jehovah God pre- 
served him till his work was finished. Then 
he let him show his loyalty and integrity 
even to disgraceful death on a torture 
stake at Calvary. But Almighty God pre- 
served him by raising him up from the 
dead to immortal life in heaven as the 
exalted spirit Son of God. In this way 
Jesus Christ could carry on with his lib- 
eration work and be on hand for it in 
this day. God has given him for a “cove- 
nant of the people”. How a “covenant”? 
A covenant is a solemn engagement to do 
something. God has solemnly engaged or 
bound himself to loose true liberty lovers 
from prison and bondage, and he has given 
his Son Jesus Christ as a covenant or 
pledge that he will do this. He has pro- 
vided and appointed Jesus to be the One 
to set people free. As certainly as there 
is a resurrected and glorified Jesus at the 
Father’s right hand in heaven, just that 
certainly there will be a loosing of right- 
hearted people from slavery to the tyran- 
nical world system of modem Babylon. So 
the One to look to is this glorious Serv- 
ant whom God has given for a “covenant 
of the people”. All human leaders will 
prove frauds.

9 You love liberty for yourself, and you 
would like to see others enjoy it too. Would 
you not like to be associated with the 
true Liberator in his work? You may. We 
know from these Scriptural facts that you 
can. Above (fl 5) we quoted the words of
9. How does Paul apply Isaiah 49:8 and show we may 
be associated with the true Liberator in his work?
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sidering: “Listen, O isles, unto me; and 
hearken, ye peoples, from far: Jehovah 
hath called me from the womb; from the 
bowels of my mother hath he made men- 
tion of my name: and he hath made my 
mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow 
of his hand hath he hid me: and he hath 
made me a polished shaft; in his quiver 

hath he kept me close: and he 
said unto me, Thou art my serv- 
ant; Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified. But I said, I have la- 
bored in vain, I have spent my 
strength for nought and vanity; 
yet surely the justice due to me 
is with Jehovah, and my recom- 
pense with my God.”—Isa. 49:1- 
4, AS.

13 The Servant indicates that 
the message which he has about 
deliverance is to be heard by the 
isles, coastlands or distant shores 

and by peoples far off. I t is to be a 
world-wide message of liberation through 
him, Jehovah’s great Servant. But when 
Jesus was on earth, he did not go to any 
isles—the land of Palestine has no is- 
lands—and he did not go to distant shores 
or coastlands or to peoples far away. He 
confined himself to the “lost sheep of the 
house of Israel” there in the little land 
of Palestine. And while he was in the flesh 
with his disciples he instructed them to 
do the same in their preaching of God’s 
kingdom. (Matt. 10:5, 6) So if Jesus did 
not go to the isles and far-off peoples, 
how were they to listen to him? By his 
sending his anointed fellow servants to 
them. If they were to hear and listen, 
how could they do so unless his servants 
went and preached to them and let them 
hear the voice or message of Jehovah’s 
great Servant? (Rom. 10:14,15) Hence 
we can see how the servant class under 
Christ Jesus is necessary to fulfill this 
prophecy of freedom to the prisoners.
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Christ and miss its purpose. And here is 
where all of us who accept his undeserved 
kindness come in. We must not miss the 
purpose for which it was given to us.

COMMISSION OF WORK
11 How can we miss the purpose of this 

undeserved kindness? By our failing to do 
the work for which it was given 
us to make us fit. Having tasted 
of his undeserved kindness and 
been reconciled to God or put on 
friendly terms with him, we must 
from now on be a coworker with 
him. We must colabor with his 
great Servant Jesus Christ. He 
has given a commission of work 
to his great Servant. What part 
of that commission of work we 
can help in doing, we are obliged 
to do it. So to that extent the 
commission to the Servant also 
applies to us, and we become his fel- 
low servants. We become members of 
the servant class. This is specially true 
of those Christians who are anointed with 
God’s spirit as Jesus was and who are 
baptized into his spiritual body or congre- 
gation and who are made joint heirs with 
him of the heavenly kingdom. It is their 
obligation according to the divine com- 
mission to join in ‘saying to the prisoners, 
Go forth, and to them that sit in darkness, 
Show yourselves’. If we faithfully carry 
out this commission, then we are not re- 
ceiving God’s undeserved kindness in vain.

12 Well, then, what is our working equip- 
ment? Listen to the great Servant, the 
Head of the servant class, suggest to us 
what it is, in the opening words of chap- 
ter forty-nine of Isaiah which we are con-

11. How can we avoid m issing the purpose of God's 
undeserved kindness given to us?
12, 13. Whom does the Servant tell to listen to him, 
and how was it made possible for them to hear and 
listen  to Jesus' voice?
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God’s woman for a service against God’s 
enemies. This is why God made the Serv- 
ant’s mouth like a sharp sword and made 
him like a polished shaft or arrow. One 
of the servant class, the apostle Paul, tells 
us that we should accept the “sword of 
the spirit, that is, God’s word”, and that 
“the word of God is alive and exerts power 
and is sharper them any two-edged sword 
and pierces even to the dividing of the 
soul and spirit”. (Eph. 6:17 and Heb. 
4:12, NW) The tongue of the wicked is 
like a sword of slander, blasphemy and 
reproach; but the tongue of the Servant 
and his followers takes up God’s Word 
and so makes use of the “sword of the 
spirit”. It declares the judgment of the 
great Judge Jehovah against his enemies 
and exposes the hearts of religious hypo- 
crites. It puts to death false doctrine and 
human traditions which would make God’s 
Word invalid. This sword of truth is an 
important part of the full suit of armor 
which God supplies to his servant class, 
and the foes of God’s people cannot with- 
stand it. As his servants use it he hides 
them in the shadow of his hand. So al- 
though they are out in the open fighting 
they are still under his protection.

17 From far off Jehovah sends the serv- 
ant class, like a polished shaft or arrow 
shot from a bowstring. The Son of God 
from heaven was in fact the “Word of 
God”, his great Spokesman, so that in 
him Jehovah’s Word went forth. God kept 
him close or stored him away like an 
arrow in a quiver, reserving him for use 
at the due time. In the same way he re- 
served all the servant class for use a t the 
proper time, at which time he propels 
them by his spirit against the foes of 
truth, righteousness and God’s kingdom. 
By the activities of the servant class God’s 
Word is today spread far and wide and
17. How has Jehovah made him  like a polished shaft 
hid in a quiver?

14 The great Servant says Jehovah called
him from his mother’s womb and named 
him from the bowels of his mother. This 
was true in a double sense. When the 
angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she 
was to be the mother of the Son of God, 
he told her: “You are to call his name 
Jesus.” When the angel appeared to Joseph 
in a dream to explain Mary’s pregnant 
condition, he said to him: “She will give 
birth to a son, and you must call his name 
‘Jesus’.” Why? “For he will save his people 
from their sins.” When the angel an- 
nounced the child’s birth to the shepherds 
in the fields near Bethlehem, he said to 
them: “There was bom to you today a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord, in David’s 
city.” (Luke 1:31; Matt. 1:21; Luke 2:10, 
11, NW) But all that was at the time he
was conceived in the womb of an earthly 
mother and was bom from her.

15 Thirty years later he was baptized in 
Jordan’s waters to give symbolic testi- 
mony to the dedication of himself to do 
God’s will. Then he was brought forth 
from the womb of God’s woman, his heav- 
enly organization, for then the heavenly 
Father, Jehovah God, begot Jesus by his 
holy spirit to be his spiritual Son once 
again. Then as the spirit descended in 
the outward manifestation of a dove and 
anointed Jesus to be the Christ, God’s 
voice was heard from heaven saying: “This 
is my Son, the beloved, whom I have ap- 
proved.” (Matt. 3:13-17, NW) Thus from 
the womb of his heavenly mother, God’s 
woman or organization, Jesus was called 
to be the Christ or Anointed One and he 
was named to be Jehovah’s Savior for 
mankind.

16The Servant, and in fact the entire 
anointed servant class, is produced from
14. How in a literal w ay was Jehovah’s great Servant 
called and named from his m other’s womb?
15. How was this so of him  in a spiritual w ay?
16. How has Jehovah made the Servant’s mouth like a 
sharp sword?
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great Servant of Jehovah came in, to see 
to it that his servant class on earth, his 
spiritual Israelites, got justice and were 
rewarded. The great Servant now tells us 
that Jehovah formed him from the womb 
of his “woman”, his heavenly organiza- 
tion, for this honorable purpose: “And 
now saith Jehovah that formed me from 
the womb to be his servant, to bring Ja- 
cob again to him, and that Israel be 
gathered unto him (for I  am honorable 
in the eyes of Jehovah, and my God is be- 
come my strength); yea, he saith, I t  is 
too light a thing that thou shouldest be 
my servant to raise up the tribes of Ja- 
cob, and to restore the preserved of Israel.” 
—Isa. 49:5,6, AS.

20 On the day of his resurrection Jesus 
began reviving his disciples dismayed and 
discouraged. On the day of Pentecost he 
poured out God’s spirit upon them and 
began building them up as a spiritual or- 
ganization. He made their spiritual state 
to flourish and blossom as the rose. They 
had once been captives of Babylon’s reli- 
gious counterpart, namely, apostate Jewish 
religion, but now they were made free 
and were restored to Jehovah’s theocratic 
organization for worship and service. To 
this remnant of Jewish believers who were 
prisoners of mystic Babylon, Jehovah’s 
great Servant said, “Go forth.” They had 
been sitting in religious darkness, and he 
said to them: “Show yourselves”; come 
out into the light. This was a remnant of 
natural descendants of the faithful patri- 
arch Jacob. So it was made up of members 
of all the tribes of Israel, Jacob’s surname. 
Hence the glorified Jesus Christ in heav- 
en acted as Jehovah’s servant and served 
in a literal way “to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of 
Israel”.
20. So how did the great Servant “raise up the tribes 
of Jacob“ and “restore the preserved of Israel” ?
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his judgments are declared abroad.—Ps. 
127:4, 5.

18But how is it that such an honored 
servant should say: “I have labored in 
vain, I have spent my strength for nought 
and vanity”? Well, the immediate disciples 
of the great Servant might have said that 
a t the time he died on the torture stake 
and they were all scattered from him. 
Even on his resurrection day two of them 
were heard to remark: “We were hoping 
that this man was the one destined to de- 
liver Israel.” (Luke 24:17-21, NW) They 
thought Jehovah’s Servant had labored in 
vain and spent his strength all for nothing. 
Similar grounds for discouragement were 
laid for the servant class in 1918, at the 
climax of World War I. Then the visible 
organization of the servant class of Je- 
hovah was under vicious assault by polit- 
ical, religious and military enemies; their 
Bible literature was banned; their freedom 
of action was curtailed in many ways; and 
many of them were imprisoned, including 
vital official members of their legal Society. 
There was division within their ranks due 
to rebellious and traitorous ones; and great 
fear and uncertainty distressed them and 
made them subject to the power of the 
enemy. Their organization was broken up, 
just as when the Babylonian hordes de- 
stroyed Jerusalem and its temple in 607 
B.C. Their fields of activity were desolated 
like the realm of the kingdom of Judah 
when King Zedekiah and those of his sub- 
jects who survived were carried off exiles 
to Babylon. Then the appearance of things 
was as if the servant class had worked 
and expended their strength in Jehovah’s 
service for nothing.

REMNANT LOOSED FIRST
19 Here now was where the need of the

18. How and when could the servant say he has labored 
in vain?
19. At this point whose services now were needed, as 
shown by Isaiah 49:5, 6?

SEeWATCHTOWER.
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and freeing them to be witnesses of Je- 
hovah in all the earth. By this action of 
his Servant Jehovah was glorified and the 
honor of his name was upheld. The rem- 
nant’s freedom served everywhere for his 
glory, because for their faithfulness they 
became part of the servant class.

24 With this restoration of her spiritual 
children taking place after the desolations 
experienced during World War I, God’s 
woman Zion had no reason to speak any 
more as Isaiah’s prophecy had foretold: 
“But Zion said, Jehovah hath forsaken me, 
and the Lord hath forgotten me.” To 
which Jehovah replies: “Can a woman for- 
get her sucking child, so as not to have 
pity upon the son of her womb? Even 
should these forget, yet I will not forget 
you. See! I have carved you upon the palms 
of my hands; your walls are continually 
before me. Already your builders* make 
haste, while those who destroyed you and 
laid you waste go forth from you. Lift up 
your eyes round about, and see! All of 
them gather, they come to you.” (Isa. 
49:14, AS;49:1518־, From 1919
on, the remnant of spiritual sons of God’s 
organization Zion took courage and made 
haste to rebuild the desolated visible or- 
ganization and to revive the free and fear- 
less worship of Jehovah and to renew the 
proclamation of his kingdom by Christ 
Jesus. So they returned to Zion with joy, 
and Jehovah proved to Zion that he had 
not forgotten her so as to let her go on 
lying desolate and torn down. His hands 
of power, on which her beloved name was 
printed or carved, became active for re-

*The Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah (D SIa) in Hebrew, 
of the second century B.C., reads “ builders'׳ instead  
of “sons'׳ ; and so do the Petropolitanus Hebrew Man- 
uscript of A.D. 916 and the Jew ish Targum  in Chaldee 
and the Latin V u lg a te  V e r s io n .  Besides this, the Greek 
S e p tu a g i n t  V e r s io n  expresses the thought of builders 
here.

24. How did Jehovah answer Zion's plaint o f being
forsaken, forgotten?

21 Since A.D. 1918 there has turned up 
a faithful remnant of spiritual Israelites, 
for, as the Jewish Christian apostle Paul 
says, “he is not a Jew that is one on the 
outside, nor is circumcision that which is 
on the outside upon the flesh. But he is a 
Jew that is one on the inside, and his 
circumcision is that of the heart by spirit, 
and not by a written code.”—Rom. 2:28, 
29, NW.

22Like the faithful Jewish remnant of 
nineteen centuries previous, this modern 
remnant of spiritual Israelites had been 
bound and made p r i s o n e r s  by mystic 
Babylon during World War I. They were 
sitting in darkness of mental gloom, fear 
and uncertainty as to God’s purpose and 
his will for them. Only Jehovah by his 
great Servant, the King Jesus Christ, could 
help them, just as Jehovah’s servant of 
ancient times, King Cyrus of Persia, had 
helped the imprisoned Israelites in Bab- 
ylon. Jehovah had formed his great Serv- 
ant for this very work of liberation. He 
had given him as a covenant or pledge of 
the deliverance of His people, and now he 
used his Servant in this behalf, from 1919 
onward. In that year he began leading the 
remnant of spiritual Israelites out into 
freedom.

23 Most truly Jehovah had said to Christ 
Jesus: “Thou art my servant; Israel, in 
whom I will be glorified.” (Isa. 49:3, AS) 
In olden time Jehovah had chosen Jacob 
instead of his older twin brother Esau to 
inherit the Abrahamic promise: “In thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed”; and he had changed Jacob’s name 
to Israel, meaning “ruling with God”. And 
now Jehovah’s great Servant was bringing 
blessing to the remnant of spiritual Israel 
by releasing them from Babylon’s power
21, 22. How has this Servant done sim ilarly to another 
remnant since 1918?
23. How were Jehovah’s words true of Christ Jesus: 
“Thou art m y servant; Israel, in whom I w ill be 
glorified" ?
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led them back to Zion. The darkness of 
divine disapproved has fled from them, 
and now they rejoice in the light of his 
favor and approval.
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building her and raising up her walls of 
protection. His great Servant Christ Jesus 
commanded her spiritual children in Bab- 
ylon’s prison system, “Go forth,” and then

3EeWATCHTOWER

zation of spiritual Israel more than any 
earthly mother cares for her child nursing 
at her bosom. Hence, when the visible or- 
ganization appeared desolated beyond re- 
pair in 1918 and the power of great Bab- 
ylon over her seemed unbreakable, Jeho- 
vah sent his Servant to the rescue. He 
broke the enemy’s power over them in 
1919 and began releasing the imprisoned 
remnant, that they might resume their 
worship of him freely and fearlessly. For 
his name’s sake Jehovah was interested in 
the reorganizing of his people in freedom 
from Babylon. His purpose was to have 
them gathered and united in an organi- 
zation that the enemy could nevermore 
shatter, that pure worship might continue.

3 Let us be certain about this one thing: 
Jehovah is not letting his worship be 
stamped out of the earth by the Devil’s 
world organization Babylon. His worship 
was here before ever Babylon came along 
in Nimrod’s day, and his pure worship 
will be here after modern great Babylon 
goes down. That is just as sure as that the 
remnant of ancient Israel survived the 
destruction of ancient Babylon. And just 
as surely, Jehovah’s witnesses will survive 
and be here after Rome, the city whom its 
bishop at Vatican City calls “The Eternal 
City”, goes down in eternal destruction, 
and along with it Moscow and other seats 
of totalitarian power. All dictators and 
tyrannical rulers on earth are but men. 
They will inevitably come to their end in 
the dust of the earth, and that shortly. But 
Jehovah’s worship on earth will go on 
forever.
3. What illustrates that Jehovah w ill not let his wor- 
ship be stamped out of the earth by Babylon?

nder Way

T O THE ends of the earth there exists 
a vast prison over which Satan’s 

world organization Babylon presides, hold- 
ing the people in political, social, economic, 
military and religious bondage. The God 
of love hears the groaning of the liberty- 
loving prisoners more clearly than anyone 
else, and he has raised up his great Serv- 
ant Christ Jesus and clothed him with 
kingly power for the very purpose of 
bringing about their release. Now is the 
time for him to act, for the hour draws 
closer for great Babylon to be destroyed 
at the battle of Armageddon, and all people 
who stay in bondage to her and share in 
her sins will be destroyed with her.

2 In 1914 Jehovah God honored his Serv- 
ant Jesus Christ by installing him as king 
in Zion. Like the miniature Zion of an- 
cient times, this Zion is Jehovah’s organi- 
zation. However, it is a heavenly one, with 
a visible part on earth made up of the 
remnant of his spiritual sons, Israelites in- 
wardly. He cares for this visible organi-
1. W hose groaning does Jehovah hear, and why is now  
the tim e for him to act in their behalf?
2. How did Jehovah show in 1919 he was interested  
in Zion, and for what purpose?
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the experiences of World War I used to 
quote Psalm 50:5, “Gather my s a i n t s  
together unto me; those that have made 
a covenant with me by sacrifice.” They 
used to t h i n k  that only these saints 
w ere to  be g a th e re d  o r h a rv e s te d  
befo re  A rm ageddon, a lth o u g h  it was 
tim ely  fo r  th em  since  1918 to  h e ra ld  
the message, “Millions Now Living Will 
Never Die.” It was even suggested that 
this harvesting of such spiritual saints 
might end with the year 1924, after 
which the heavenly glorification of these 
ano in ted , sp ir it-b eg o tte n  followers of 
Christ would take place. (See Watch- 
tower, January 1, 1924, 11-32.) Nine-
teen centuries ago the early members of 
the Jewish remnant were also inclined to 
think that the gathering of the sheep of 
the Shepherd Christ Jesus was to be only 
from the Jewish nation, Samaritans and 
circumcised proselytes. For three and a 
half years after Jesus’ death, resurrection 
and ascent to heaven and the Pentecostal 
outpouring of the holy spirit, they con- 
fined their preaching about the Christ to 
these only and would not step into the 
home of an uncircumcised Gentile to tell 
him the good news.

“LIGHT TO THE GENTILES”
6But the great Servant of Jehovah

6. By what scripture of Isaiah 49 did Jesus know better  
than that idea?

4There must be a visible organization 
to receive all on earth who want to wor- 
ship Jehovah God in freedom, before the 
battle of Armageddon. So from and after 
1919 he used his great Servant to restore 
the remnant of spiritual Israel and he re- 
organized them to act as his witnesses 
in the momentous postwar period. He 
cleansed them from the unsightly religious 
soils that they had gotten while under 
Babylon’s power and influence. Thus he 
made it a clean organization worthy of 
receiving those who forsook Babylon in 
obedience to his command: “Away! away! 
go out thence; touch nothing unclean! Go 
out of the midst of her; keep yourselves 
pure, you who bear the vessels of the Lord 
[Jehovah]!” And since Jehovah God had 
taken his great power and was now reign- 
ing by his Servant-King Christ Jesus, he 
led his reorganized people to see that the 
only organization for them now to have 
and serve by was the theocratic organi- 
zation, not democratic organization. Be- 
cause of their repentance and return to 
him with faithful hearts, Jehovah made 
the remnant of spiritual Israelites part 
of his servant class, under his Chief Serv- 
ant Christ Jesus. In that way they could 
serve as the “faithful and discreet slave” 
whom Jesus had foretold and whom he 
said he would appoint over all his earthly, 
visible belongings, the interests of the 
Kingdom.—Isa. 52:11, AT; Matt. 24:45-47, 
NW.

5But was the gathering of 
people to the rebuilt theocratic 
organization to be only of those 
who composed the remnant of 
spiritual Israel? Those of the 
original remnant who survived
4. To have an organization for receiving  
all on earth who would worship him be- 
fore Armageddon, w hat did Jehovah do 
with his rem nant?
5. But was the remnant of spiritual Israel 
alone to be gathered, and how w as their 
idea like that of the Jew ish remnant 
long ago?
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8 But when Jesus was on earth as a man, 
a Jew, he restricted his preaching to the 
Jews and Samaritans that these first 
might have the Kingdom opportunity ex- 
tended to them. So here again we see the 
need of the servant class, if Jehovah’s 
Servant is to be a “light to the Gentiles” 
and His “salvation unto the end of the 
earth”. The Chief Servant would have to 
use his followers as his ambassadors and 
send them to the Gentile nations, if light 
and salvation were to come to such uncir- 
cumcised nations. This he began to do 
when he sent his apostle Peter to the home 
of the Italian centurion Cornelius a t Caes- 
area to preach the good news about Je- 
hovah and his Christ. There “God for the 
first time turned his attention to the na- 
tions to take out of them a people for his 
name”. Then light began breaking on the 
Gentiles.—Acts 15:14; 10:1-48,

9 That Isaiah’s prophecy here concerning 
the Servant includes in a secondary way 
the servant class under their Head Christ 
Jesus is stated under inspiration. The 
apostle Paul and his companion Barnabas 
applied Isaiah’s prophecy this way when 
they quoted it to the unappreciative op- 
posing Jews in their synagogue and said: 
“It was necessary for the word of God 
to be spoken first to you. Since you are 
thrusting it away from you and do not 
judge yourselves worthy of everlasting 
life, look! we turn to the nations. In fact, 
Jehovah has laid commandment upon us 
in these words, Ί  have appointed you as 
a light of nations, for you to be a salva- 
tion to the most distant part of the earth.’ ” 
—Acts 13:44-47, NW.

10There is no question about it. This 
part of Isaiah’s prophecy applies also to
8. To whom did Jesus personally preach, and so what 
was necessary if he was to be a “ligh t to the G entiles” 
and salvation to earth’s end?
9. How does inspiration show Isaiah’s prophecy here 
includes the servant class under Jesus?
10. W hy was it  necessary to show the rem nant since  
1919 that this part of Isaiah’s prophecy also applies 
to them?
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knew better than that. He had even hinted 
so just before he ascended from his dis- 
ciples to heaven. (Luke 24:45-49; Acts 
1:6-9) Jesus knew that these words in 
Isaiah’s prophecy were written particular- 
ly to him: “Yea, he saith, I t is too light 
a thing that thou shouldest be my serv- 
ant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
restore the preserved of Israel: I will also 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayest be my salvation unto the end 
of the earth. Thus saith Jehovah, the Re- 
deemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to 
him whom mem despiseth, to him whom 
the nation abhorreth, to a servant of 
rulers: Kings shall see and arise; princes, 
and they shall worship; because of Jeho- 
vah that is faithful, even the Holy One of 
Israel, who hath chosen thee.” No won- 
der, then, that at the outset of the chap- 
ter he calls upon the isles, coastlands, or 
distant shores to listen and far-off peoples 
to hearken to him!—Isa. 49:1, 6, 7,

T How was it “too light” or too slight a 
thing for him to raise up only the natural 
tribes of Jacob and restore the preserved 
of only natural Israel? Because only a 
small remnant of some thousands of the 
circumcised Jews would accept Christ Je- 
sus as Jehovah’s Servant for their sal- 
vation, and this remnant would not be 
enough to complete the foreordained 144,- 
000 members of Christ’s body over which 
Jesus is the Head. (Rev. 7:4-8; 14:1,3) 
Moreover, Jesus’ humem sacrifice was not 
only for the natural Jews but for non-Jews 
also, men of all kinds. So it was necessary 
for God to let the message of salvation 
and the opportunities of sharing with 
Christ Jesus in the heavenly kingdom go 
to the Gentiles. Then they might believe 
and become spiritual Israelites by faith in 
God and his Christ, and by his begettal 
of them with his spirit.
7. How was It “too ligh t” a thing for Jesus to raise 
up only Jacob’s natural tribes and Israel’s preserved 
ones?

ffceWATCHTOWER,
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12Note now how the Scriptures apply 

Isaiah’s prophecy to make this plain to 
us. Nineteen centuries ago, compared with 
the remnant of believing Israelites, all the 
uncircumcised nations to whom the mes- 
sage was to go were Gentiles naturally. 
Today, the remnant who compose the 
“faithful and discreet slave” class are spir- 
itual Israelites. Compared with them, the 
Shepherd’s “other sheep” are Gentiles of 
all kinds, spiritually speaking. And yet now 
the good news of God’s established king- 
dom must go to these other sheep to re- 
lease them from bondage and imprison- 
ment in the Devil’s Babylonish world. Says 
Jehovah to his servant class to which the 
remnant of today belongs: “That thou 
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to 
them that are in darkness, Shew your- 
selves. They shall feed in the ways, and 
their pastures shall be in all high places. 
They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither 
shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, 
even by the springs of water shall he guide 
them. And I will make all my mountains 
a way, and my highways shall be exalted. 
Behold, these shall come from far [east]: 
and, 10, these from the north and from 
the west; and these from the land of Sinim 
[the south-land of Syene, AT]. Sing, 
O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into singing, O mountains: for 
the Lord [Jehovah] hath comforted his 
people, and will have mercy upon his af- 
fiicted.”—Isa. 49:9-13.

13 This joyful prophecy extends now to 
the Shepherd’s “other sheep” who must 
be rescued from Babylon before Armaged- 
don. That fact is revealed to us in the 
Revelation. John the apostle first describes
12. (a) What kind of Israelites are the rem nant today, 
and hence what are the other sheep, relatively speaking?  
(b) What m ust be said to them ?
13. How does Revelation picture the other sheep as
Gentiles?

the remnant of spiritual Israelites since 
1919. But at first they did not realize this 
fact. As above observed, they thought the 
gathering of Jehovah’s worshipers to his 
theocratic organization was to be only 
of themselves, the spiritual class, the 
saints in the covenant. Down till 1931 
efforts were centered principally on 
gathering the Kingdom heirs to complete 
the remnant of Christ’s body. But all these 
formed a servant body under Jesus the 
Head, and the servant class is not for 
serving itself only but for serving others 
to whom Jehovah God sends his servant 
class. So by light upon the Holy Scriptures 
he duly opened the eyes of the remnant 
to see that they must serve others besides 
those of the servant class. There were 
“other sheep” who were not of the “little 
flock” of Kingdom heirs and these the 
Right Shepherd Christ Jesus said he must 
gather and bring that they might be one 
flock with the remnant under one Shep- 
herd.—John 10:16.

11There was a great crowd of these 
other sheep straying about abused by the 
false shepherds of the Babylonish religious 
systems. They were, in fact, prisoners of 
Babylon and were in the death-dealing re- 
ligious darkness there. They, too, needed 
to have Jehovah’s great Servant say to 
them, ‘Go forth, show yourselves, come 
out into freedom and the light of truth 
and divine favor!’ They too must come to 
Zion and submit to the theocratic organi- 
zation so as to escape destruction at Ar- 
mageddon. As the prophet Joel had fore- 
told: “Whosoever shall call on the name 
of Jehovah shall be delivered; for in mount 
Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those 
that escape, as Jehovah hath said, and 
among the remnant those whom Jehovah 
doth call.”—Joel 2:32, AS; Rom. 10:13.
11. So what needed to be done about the “other sheep׳’, 
and why?
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NEED FOR MORE TERRITORY

15The applicableness now of the vision 
of the “great crowd” to the other sheep 
from all nations was revealed to the rem- 
nant of spiritual Israel in 1935. To illus- 
trate how the droves of “other sheep” have 
flocked to Zion since then, we can say 
there were 20,786 active Kingdom pub- 
lishers reporting in the United States of 
America that year, to compare with 135,- 
356 in April, 1951. To make their coming 
easy Jehovah has made a way for them 
over mountainous obstacles and he has 
raised up highways for them across the 
deep places. All along the road he has 
fed them and even on the hills tha t ap- 
peared bare he has found pasture for 
them, always supplying them with living 
waters of truth from his Holy Word.

ίβ From all directions, as foretold by the 
prophecy, he has brought them to the one 
flock of his Lamb, the Right Shepherd, 
from east and west, and from north and 
south, yes, from the dark continent of 
Africa as represented by the southland of 
Sinim or Syene (modem Aswan, Egypt). 
Zion, represented on earth by the remnant 
of spiritual Israelites, is surprised. She 
cannot account for them, never having ex- 
pected them this side of Armageddon. “As 
I live, saith Jehovah, thou shalt surely 
clothe thee with them all as with an orna- 
ment, and gird thyself with them, like a 
bride.” (Isa. 49:18, AS) Look at what 
demonstrations we have of this at the cir- 
cuit assemblies of Jehovah’s witnesses, 
their district, national and international 
assemblies! At the international assembly 
in New York city in 1950 there were 123,- 
707 with attentive ears a t the public 
meeting Sunday, August 6, to hear the 
address “Can You Live Forever in Happi-
15. Since when w as the Identity of the “great crowd” 
made clear, and how do statistics show they have come 
to Zion since then?
16. From what parts has Jehovah brought them, and 
what assem blies show their numbers, to Zion’s great 
amazement?
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his vision of the gathering and sealing of 
the 144,000 members of the twelve tribes 
of spiritual Israel. Then he says: “After 
these things I  saw, and, look! a great 
crowd, which no man was able to number, 
out of all nations and tribes and peoples 
and tongues.” That makes this a Gentile 
crowd, when compared with the 144,000 
spiritual Israelites. But they are where, 
and what are they doing? “Standing be- 
fore the throne and before the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes, and there were 
palm branches in their hands. And they 
keep on crying with a loud voice, saying: 
‘Salvation we owe to our God, who is 
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.׳ ” 

14 Have this “great crowd” come to Zion 
and submitted to the theocratic rule of Je- 
hovah who is seated on the heavenly 
throne? They have; for one of the elderly 
persons identifies the crowd to John and 
says: “These are the ones that come out 
of the great tribulation [this locates their 
coming between 1919 and Armageddon], 
and they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. That is why they are before the 
throne of God, and they are rendering 
him sacred service day and night in his 
temple [on Mount Zion], and the one 
seated on the throne will spread his tent 
over them.” And now the elderly person 
goes on to quote Isaiah 49:10 and to apply 
it to the “great crowd” whom he likens 
to sheep, saying: “They will hunger no 
more nor thirst any more, neither will the 
sun beat down upon them nor any 
scorching heat, because the Lamb who is 
in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them, and will guide them to fountains of 
waters of life. And God will wipe out every 
tear from their eyes.”—Rev. 7:9,10,14- 
17, NW
14. W here have these other sheep come, and what 
prophecy is now quoted from and applied to them?

SHeWATCHTOWER.



D ecember 15, 1951 ^EeWATCHTOWER, 753
sons in their bosom, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their shoulders. And 
kings shall be your foster fathers, and 
their queens your nursing-mothers; with 
their faces to the earth shall they bow 
down to you, and shall lick the dust of 
your feet; and you shall know that I  am 
the Lord [Jehovah], in whom none that 
trust shall be put to shame.’ ” (Isa. 49:22, 
23, AT; Mo) This proves that this proph- 
ecy of the release of the bound ones to 
the ends of the earth must be fulfilled now 
before the battle of Armageddon while 
there are nontheocratic nations, peoples, 
kings and queens.

19 Even while the demons of Satan’s in- 
visible organization are hurrying the na- 
tions and their rulers to the battlefield of 
Armageddon, these earthly systems and 
rulers are unable to hold their own people 
of good will under them when they hear 
the liberation call of Jehovah’s great Serv- 
ant, Come forth! Show yourselves! Emerge 
into freedom and into light! Despite their 
mobilizing of the peoples by dictatorial 
measures, they are obliged to yield these 
“other sheep” over to the theocratic or- 
ganization of Zion. Like foster fathers and 
nursing mothers they have just been gov- 
erning these persons of good will so as 
to have them ready in due time for 
delivery to Jehovah’s organization. They 
are obliged to bow and to admit the de- 
feat of their wicked endeavors to prevent 
all this gathering to the Signal which 
Jehovah has raised on high.

20 That Signal is his King Jesus Christ, 
his great Servant of liberation, whom he 
raised to the throne in 1914 to rule in 
the midst of his enemies. (Isa. 11:10-12; 
Rev. 12:5; Ps. 110:1,2) One of the ways 
by which he manifests he is ruling in the
19. Can earthly system s and rulers hold these sheep  
back, and how have they been like foster fathers and 
nursing m others?
20. What is that Signal, and w hat is  the evidence that 
it stands ruling and that Jehovah is a God who does 
not disappoint?

ness on Earth?” The nations and their 
rulers have despised and abhorred the serv- 
ant class from its Head Jesus Christ down 
till its remnant now, and no wonder they 
start up with amazement a t the miracu- 
lous sight. Much as the kings and princes 
dislike it, they have to admit that Jeho- 
vah, the Holy One of spiritual Israel, has 
been faithful to the servant class he chose. 
—Isa. 49:7.

” Logically this has thronged the or- 
ganization with people, requiring it to be 
broadened out, and overgrown companies 
to be split, resulting in the formation of 
new companies a t new places to receive 
the new incomers and to provide room for 
still more to enter and so be incorporated 
in the organization for publishing the mes- 
sage of release from Babylon. “Surely,” 
says Jehovah to Zion, “as for thy wastes 
and thy desolations, and thy land of ruins 
surely now shalt thou be too strait for 
thine inhabitants, and far off shall be they 
who have been swallowing thee up. The 
children of whom thou wast bereaved shall 
yet say in thine ears,—Too strait for me is 
the place, make room for me that I may 
settle down. Then shalt thou say in thy 
heart,—Who hath borne me these, seeing 
I have been bereaved and unfruitful, a cap- 
five and banished? These therefore, who 
hath brought them up? Lo! I was left 
alone, these where were they?” How pa- 
thetic this exclamation of motherly sur- 
prise of Zion at having this numberless 
multitude of children and their loyal com- 
panions from all nations, tribes, peoples 
and tongues! (Isa. 49:19-21, Ro) But how 
does Jehovah accomplish this?

18 Listen: “Thus says the Lord God [Je- 
hovah]: ‘Behold, I will lift up my hand 
to the nations, and to the peoples will I 
raise my signal; and they shall bring your
17. W hat has this required as regards the extent o i the 
organization o f the surprised Zion?
18. How does Jehovah accom plish this, and before what 
destruction ?



B r o o k l y n , N. Y.

will I oppose, and your children will I save. 
I will cause your oppressors to eat their own 
flesh, and they shall be drunk with their 
own blood as with new wine; then all 
flesh shall know that I the L ord [Jehovah] 
am your savior, and that I the Mighty One 
of Jacob am your redeemer.’ ”—Isa. 49:24־ 
26, AT; Mo; Maredsous.

23Let no one say, then, “It cannot be 
done! It cannot go on!” This militarized 
world, with its conscription and universal 
military training laws, cannot prevent Je- 
hovah’s Servant’s work of releasing the 
prisoners. Neither can the oppressive to- 
talitarian dictators do so, either behind or 
outside the “iron curtain”. The rescue of 
those upon whom they prey and whom 
they have held captive takes place under 
their very noses, whether by underground 
or by aboveground methods. The public 
services which all these rulers render the 
people, and for which we justly “pay back 
Caesar’s things to Caesar”, these things 
the servant class uses to carry on Jeho- 
vah’s work, gathering his “other sheep” 
now to the side of his theocratic govern- 
ment. More room is needed for Zion’s chil- 
dren, and this is being acquired. But not 
by military aggression and unjust en- 
croachment, invading and grabbing other 
people’s lands by force and violence. No; 
but by peaceful expansion, with the good 
news of peace. Thus those who feel there 
is not enough room for them go out as 
home missionaries and as foreign mission- 
aries to other territories and to other 
lands and establish settlements of Jeho- 
vah’s worship there. So the work of re- 
lease spreads to the ends of the earth.

24 Those who oppose us Jehovah God has 
promised to oppose. That means he is on
23. By what means and methods, then, does the work  
go on and the work of release spread to the ends of 
the earth?
24. What w ill Jehovah make his opposers do, and m ake 
them and also us know about him?

754
midst of his enemies is by releasing the 
prisoners whom they hold bound within 
their systems of control and leading them 
like a Shepherd to Zion to worship Jeho- 
vah God at his temple there. In this way 
Zion expands her territory even in lands 
which are under dictatorial and totali- 
tarian rule; and Christ Jesus the King thus 
shows that all of earth’s rulers, the mighty 
and the weak, are under his feet like a 
footstool. By his causing Zion to overflow 
with children, she, and specially her rem- 
nant on earth, is given evidence showing 
that Jehovah is God and that those who 
wait for him to act in his appointed time 
will not be put to shame by being disap- 
pointed.

21Are you a member of the servant 
class, or are you one of the “other sheep” 
co-operating with the servant class? Then 
be strong in confidence in God’s Word and 
move forward to the work he has laid 
upon his servant to do at this time. Jeho- 
vah God Almighty is with his great Serv- 
ant in releasing the bound ones who yet 
remain to be loosed, and the work of re- 
lease now under way will keep on to the 
very ends of the earth until the last of 
them is freed and engages in Jehovah’s 
worship and service at his temple on Zion.

22 Do not think it impossible to get any 
more out, especially from under totali- 
tarian rule. “Can prey be taken from a 
warrior, or a tyrant’s* captives be rescued? 
But thus says the L ord [Jehovah]: ‘Even 
should a warrior’s captives be taken, and 
a tyrant’s prey be rescued, your opponents

*The Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah (DSIa) in Hebrew, 
of the second century B.C., reads “tyrant’s” here, and 
not “ law ful” ; and so do the ancient S y r ia c  V e r s io n  
and the Latin V u lg a te  V e r s io n ;  and the Greek S e y tu a -  
g i n t  expresses that thought.

21. W hat m ust the servant class and Its associates now  
do, and until what accom plishm ent?
22. W hat divine statem ent shows whether it is possible 
to get more sheep out, especially from under totali- 
tarian rule?
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25 What an honor to free Jehovah’s peo- 

pie from prison! At the climax of World 
War II the Allies’ troops may have felt 
privileged and greatly honored to release 
victims from Nazi concentration camps 
and prisons. But now how much grander 
a privilege and honor it is to release vie- 
tims from Babylon’s prison house, and do 
this by peaceful means through the King- 
dom, and all this that they may adore and 
serve Jehovah God at Mount Zion! Conse- 
quently, in deep appreciation and with 
courageous confidence in Almighty God, 
let the servant class and their loyal com- 
panions move ahead in the work of release 
to the very ends of the earth. The ultimate 
triumph of Zion over all enemies and op- 
posers is absolutely assured, together with 
a righteous new world of endless freedom.
25. So w hat high honor is ours now, and to w hat extent 
should we take part in It?

our side and backs us up. At the battle 
of Armageddon he will confuse our oppres- 
sors and opposers. He will maneuver them 
into fighting one against another and thus 
destroying one another. So it will come 
about that they will eat the flesh of 
one another and drink the blood of one 
another, and it will not be by any 
medical blood transfusion either in an 
attempt to save their lives. The final con- 
elusion will be that all flesh—our enemies 
while yet alive in the flesh, and we, also 
—will be made to see that Jehovah is the 
only Savior of his people, those who come 
to Zion. If we cleave to him and serve 
with his great Servant Christ Jesus, we 
are bound to get full deliverance at last. 
No devilish power can prevent it before 
we have had the privilege of helping re- 
lease the others.

Priestcraft Surrenders to Truth in the Near East

THOUGH the Near East was the first area blessed with the message of true Chris־ 
tianity, it languishes today in bondage to priestcraft. But the liberating power 

of the truth cuts through even the tightest bonds. More than a year ago, a full-time 
preacher of Jehovah’s kingdom visited a monastery on a slope between Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem. While there, this pioneer had opportunity to witness concerning the King- 
dom to a monk who was in the act of bowing before images. A year later the witness 
met the same monk in Bethlehem. The monk told the pioneer that shortly after their 
first meeting he had refused to obey his chief or pray to images, and had demanded 
a Bible. He added: “I believed your words because you showed it to me from the 
Bible. . . .  so I fled with the idea of finding you.״ He is now overjoyed to be asso- 
ciating with the brothers, and is learning the ways of true Christianity as quickly as 
possible.

Another of Jehovah’s witnesses encountered a Syrian priest and some of his fol- 
lowing. The people prompted the two to discuss their beliefs, in the hope of proving 
the brother false. Following a short discussion, the priest asked the people to let 
him be alone with the witness. He then confided in the brother, saying: “You are 
right in your beliefs. Hold fast to what you have been taught, for we are wrong. 
Of course, I cannot tell this frankly to the blind people, lest they stone me.” A few 
days later this same priest scolded a group of worshipers in the Syrian church who 
crowded up to kiss an image, and gave them a lengthy talk on the wickedness of 
image worship. For this he was denied his salary. Still later he was asked to ex- 
press himself on the subject in the presence of a group of fanatic false religionists. 
To the chagrin of his listeners he described the false, general practice of Chris- 
tianity as a heathen religion, far from true Christianity, and that its fall draws near.



 ׳'CLEAN WORSHIP׳,
ASSEMBLIES: 

FROM FRANCE TO

The Palais des Sports, site of the con- 
vention, stands only a block from the beau- 
tiful Seine river and a few blocks south of 
the skyscraping Eiffel Tower. This big 
sports stadium has seating accommoda- 
tions for 12,000 and is generally used for 
bicycle races or boxing and wrestling 
matches. But now—well, the Sunday news- 
paper of Paris, Dimanche, in its issue the 
final day of the convention, spoke of it as 
“the Palais des Sports transformed into a 
cathedral”. But we would say, “a Kingdom 
Hall.” Certainly its interior had been trans- 
formed. Besides the thousands of seats 
which had been especially installed for us 
in the arena and covering the concave, 
steeply sloping racetrack, there was now 
a large, tall platform at the southern end. 
Hung up for a background for it was a 
gorgeous red-velvet curtain. Two stage 
floodlights trained upon this towering cur- 
tain made the words stand out in bold 
relief, “Jehovah’s witnesses—1951—Clean 
Worship Assembly,” spelled in French with 
large gilded letters. The palms and color- 
ful gladioli about the stage were just what 
was needed to complete the setting.

The convention chairman was the So- 
ciety’s then Paris branch servant, Henry 
Geiger, and his assistant was the Brussels 
(Belgium) branch servant, C. H. Holmes. 
The convention servant was a graduate of 
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, 
L. E. Smith, and his assistant was also a 
graduate, a Frenchman, L. Iontes, now 
the Paris branch servant since Septem- 
ber 1. Due to Brother Geiger’s illness it was 
best to place the responsibility of the

THRILLED with the great internation- 
al assembly at the Wembley Stadium, 

London, England, the first five days of 
August, hundreds of the conventioners 
from m any  co u n tries , including many 
Frenchmen, streamed across the English 
Channel the following Monday and for- 
ward, to attend the four-day assembly at 
Paris, August 9-12. From France itself 
and other neighboring lands thousands 
were converging on the same famous, fab- 
ulous city. French witnesses of Jehovah 
were especially excited about it. This was 
to be their first national assembly in many 
years. For the first time in fourteen years 
they would all be met together in one 
place. In 1937, before World War II, 
France had just 700 witnesses. Now over
7,000 are reporting active service as pub- 
lishers. Now many thousands of these 
would have an opportunity to meet both 
one another and their Christian brothers 
who, through publications of the Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract Society, were invited 
to come from all parts of the w o r ld .  
B r o t h e r s  from 28 lands, from as far 
off as Australia, New Zealand, Philip- 
pine Islands, India, South Africa, Venezue- 
la, and North America, were due to be 
there. The Society’s president and vice- 
president, together with other representa- 
tives from the Brooklyn headquarters and 
Canada, were to be present and serve on 
the program. France was thus no longer 
isolated from the rest of the globe. French 
witnesses knew this was to be the “best 
assembly yet”. This proved to be no mis- 
taken conviction.
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ly, to the enjoyment of all listeners, even 
worldly attendants. As there was no 
trained personnel with a lot of convention 
experience to call on, the assembly was 
like a big experiment for them. This was 
the first time a hot-meal cafeteria had 
been organized, the first time magazine 
bags had been made, distributed and used, 
the first time special trains had been ar- 
ranged. But the big job was undertaken 
with faith, obstacles were surmounted and 
God Almighty imparted his blessing and 
help. Result: grand success!

The convention opened Thursday mom- 
ing and, would you believe it, with 4,026 
in attendance. I t was some experience to 
walk into the auditorium toward 9 a.m. 
and find two-thirds of the conventioners 
there right at the opening, especially after 
we had observed the early morning at- 

ices a t the recent London assembly.
So the convention got off 
to a good start, and this 
first morning was high- 
lighted by a new release, 
th e  m agaz ine  bag in 

,rench, something not 
!en as yet by the French 
iblic. The bag added 

iew zest to the street- 
!reaching work.

The program practical- 
ly duplicated that of the 
London assembly, though 
one day shorter. Thurs- 
day  w as “Life-giving 

iwledge” Day, Friday “Undefiled Wor- 
ship״ Day, Saturday “Sons and Daugh- 
ters” Day, and Sunday “Praise Jehovah 
as King” Day. Many speakers on the Lon- 
don programs repeated their talks here, 
though somewhat reduced for having to be 
given through French interpreters. Those 
from London who understood only English 
expressed appreciation for hearing the

branch on younger shoulders. The 16-page 
program was printed in French, but with 
the section “information for Conven- 
tioners” translated both in English and in 
Polish. In fact, the program showed ses- 
sions to be held in Polish for two hours 
the Saturday morning of the convention, 
this because of the large number of Poles 
in France who are witnesses. But the regu- 
lar talks given by the international roster 
of many speakers were not translated 
into Polish. Those given in English were 
translated into French by c o m p e t e n t  
interpreters. The program listed 24 de- 
partments of service under Convention 
Personnel, and these saw to it that the 
assembly was well staffed and served for 
the convenience, help and comfort of the 
conventioners. The thousands  arriving 
were met at the principal stations and the 
air terminal by brothers from the conv< 
tion Information Depart- 
ment. Upward of 6,000 
maps of the Paris Metro 
and bus routes were 
given to the convention- . ft
ers to help them find 
their way around
metropolis.

The Rooming Commit- 
tee arranged for 6,000 
accommodations in pri< 
vate homes and in 700 
hotels. The cafeteria was 
situated to the rear of 
the speaker’s platform, 
on two floors, and served 8,500 hot 
in trays a la am6ricaine, something rarely 
seen in La belle France. The refreshment 
stands were popular, with delicious fruit, 
including grapes and peaches in abun- 
dance. Stands for drinks were operated by 
the staff of the Palais des Sports. An or- 
chestra of 50 musicians led the singing, 
and the French brothers did sing hearti­
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of both the outgoing and the incoming 
branch servant. They came back with fur- 
ther applause when Brother Knorr an- 
nounced the new book in French “Equipped 
for Every Good WorTc”, a book for their 
theocratic ministry school course. I t  had 
been hoped to place it in their hands 
there at the assembly, but due to inability 
to get the shipment of books off the boat 
in the harbor this was not possible. None- 
theless, they would have them available 
shortly after the Paris assembly.

The grand climax of the convention was 
reached at the public event Sunday, the 
closing day. For this the publishers in 
Paris had done a lot of advertising work 
well before the assembly started. They dis- 
tributed 200,000 “teaser” leaflets giving 
the public ta lk  t i t l e  but posing the 
questions, “By whom? When? Where?” 
Thereafter to satisfy the public curiosity
300.000 handbills were released, of which
200.000 were distributed in one evening, 
when all publishers in Paris and its sub- 
urbs covered all the mainline and Metro 
stations a t the time when the workers 
were returning home. Large factories were 
also covered at exit time one day, resulting 
in thousands of handbills placed. During 
the assembly itself much advertising was 
done by many more participants. In all,
800.000 handbills were finally put out, and
8.000 posters and window signs were used. 
Attached to the outside of the convention 
building were three big signs, two 50-foot 
banners and a 30 x 12-foot sign. These 
could be seen from the Metro elevated 
trains while passing by.

Before 3 p.m. the doors to the pelouse 
(race-track main floor) were closed. It 
was a gratifying pleasure to have to push 
through throngs in the lobby and corridor 
and enter by a side door, climb to the 
upper gallery, sit on the topmost row, 
look around and down on a crowded house 
and see more seats brought in. Printed
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talks again, condensed, whereas the French 
responded with repeated handclapping to 
the talks, even though translated from 
English into French. Their enthusiasm was 
contagious. The opening day closed with 
5,261 hearing Brother Knorr’s talk, “Con- 
fidently Facing the End.”

Friday morning saw 351 baptized at the 
Buttes Rouges swimming pool, 12 kilome- 
ters away from the Palais des Sports 
where a baptismal talk had been given. 
This extracted comment from the press, 
which observed that “children Eire bap- 
tized only when they are old enough to 
understand”. Brother Knorr’s talk “The 
Triumph of Clean, Undefiled Worship” 
gave added sparkle to the day, and he told 
of the new book which had been released 
in English in London, What Has Religion 
Done for Mankind? Convention attendance 
rose to 5,808. Brother Knorr also had a 
morning meeting with those pioneers who 
were interested in attending the Watch- 
tower Bible School of Gilead. One in every 
eight persons at this convention was a pio- 
neer, 741 of them from many different 
lands.

In good accord with the next day’s con- 
vention name, the children had their day 
of it Saturday evening. Three boys and 
three girls were interviewed for the fea- 
ture “Out of the Mouth of Babes”. The 
tots had to be stood on a chair to reach 
the level of the microphone, and they all 
got a good hand from their elders at whose 
heartstrings strong emotion was tugging. 
In his evening talk on “Making the Mind 
Over for New World Living”, Brother 
Knorr wound up with apprising his 6,020 
hearers that for health and other reasons 
the then Paris branch servant, after many 
years of faithful service, was retiring as 
such but not from the Paris branch and 
that a French brother was being installed 
in his place at the close of that month. 
The French applauded their appreciation
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uates assigned there and other publishers 
bearing placards announcing in German 
the public talk “Will Religion Meet the 
World Crisis?” to be delivered by him the 
next day. For the Luxembourg brothers 
this was a very special occasion, for it was 
the first visit of any president of the So- 
ciety to Luxembourg. Brother Knorr and 
his secretary stayed at the missionary 
home, being thus able to spend some time 
with the missionaries and discuss any 
problems they might have.

For the one-day assembly to be held 
Tuesday, August 14, they had obtained 
the Salle d’Armes, a hall in a nice section 
of the city and which can comfortably 
hold about 250 persons. Featuring the 
morning’s field activities was a bicycle 
parade of about 40 bicycles and in which 
Brothers Knorr and Henschel and others 
from North America took part. In an- 
nouncing the public talk 300 placards and
10,000 handbills were used. Placing all 
these required much activity. During the 
afternoon session Brothers Knorr, Hen- 
schel and Chapman (Canadian branch 
servant) and Nathan (Canadian circuit 
servant) addressed the 138 brothers and 
good-will persons assembled. That evening 
the public responded well for Roman Cath- 
olic Luxembourg to the advertising cam- 
paign, for 205 turned out to hear the So- 
ciety’s president answer the great question 
regarding religion’s future. It was 0m at- 
tentive audience, and hearty agreement 
with the speaker of this forthright speech 
was evidenced. This convention event is 
certain to have a telling effect on the in- 
crease of the Kingdom witness work in 
Luxembourg.

BELGIUM

Next day, August 15, the president and 
his party crossed the frontier into Belgium 
and arrived in Brussels. Passing through 
the city on their way to the branch office

advertising, personal invitations and as- 
sisting good-will persons to the meeting 
had had their effect: the attendance shot 
up from 6,188 witnesses to 10,456 present 
for the announced public lecture.

If the London assembly public talk at 
Wembley Stadium was an event marked 
by frequent, vigorous plaudits, the Paris 
public meeting was still more so. How 
those Frenchmen did eat up Brother 
Knorr’s address on that rousing question, 
“Will Religion Meet the World Crisis?” 
even though getting it second-handed 
through an interpreter! Why, all together, 
they punctuated and accented that speech 
with 47 applauses. Sometimes those who 
understood English broke out ahead of the 
French interpretation. Those Frenchmen 
plainly showed they do not like the false 
religion they have so long observed in 
operation but do appreciate the clean, un- 
defiled religion, God’s pure form of wor- 
ship. They hailed Jehovah who had begun 
to rule as King by Jesus Christ. At the 
close of the meeting free booklets in 
French and Polish were distributed. Many 
were eagerly taken.

The closing sessions followed after a 
brief intermission, and Brother Knorr gave 
the elated conventioners good counsel and 
encouragement in his farewell talk. By this 
international assembly in Paris the bonds 
of love already existing between the French 
brothers and those of other lands were 
strengthened manifold. The movement 
particularly in France for reinforcing and 
expanding Jehovah’s clean worship was 
given a great push and added momentum. 
Thanks to Him through Christ Jesus for 
the rich Paris assembly blessings.

LUXEMBOURG
Monday afternoon, August 13, Brother 

Knorr and several companions arrived by 
train in the capital of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg, to be met by Gilead grad-
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translated into French to a keen audience 
whose frequent outbursts of applause ex- 
pressed h e a r ty  a g reem en t  with the 
speaker. All the Belgian conventioners 
were very happy, for their Brussels as- 
sembly, despite its shortness, was a very 
fine one. They now face the future with 
joy and greater confidence.

ROTTERDAM

This same week was crowned with a 
three-day assembly at Rotterdam, the great 
seaport of the Netherlands, August 17-19. 
Conventioners from many lands flocked 
to it and made it truly international. On 
Tuesday of the week the government-con- 
trolled radio station at Hilversum broad- 
cast for the first time a ten-minute inter- 
view (1:20 to 1:30 p.m.) with a member 
of the Amsterdam branch office, on Je- 
hovah’s witnesses, and this afforded op- 
portunity to advertise the national assem- 
bly. It created a favorable impression, cor- 
rected many misinformed persons, and 
stimulated a desire for Watch Tower Bible 
literature. Among the radio listeners fa- 
vorably impressed was a director of the 
Ahoy Gebouw, the sports arena in Rotter- 
dam which had been engaged for the 
assembly.

The Ahoy building proved an excellent 
place for such a large-scale assembly. It 
has extensive grounds, beautified with 
lawns and beds of bright flowers. This 
provided ample space for a huge encamp- 
ment designed to furnish lodging for thou- 
sands during the assembly. Large tents 
of varying sizes were erected. Of the six 
tents surrounding the two
were 52 meters long by 12 meters, and one 
50 by 20. Of the three tents surrounding 
the Heren-Kamp two were 100 meters long 
by 10 meters broad. Toiletten were in- 
stalled for service of each camp. For the 
bedding of the campers 40 tons of clean hay 
was bought a t 45 guilders a ton, but after
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they saw a large sign at a busy intersection 
announcing in French the public talk “Will 
Religion Meet the World Crisis?” to be 
delivered by the Society’s president the 
following day. At 7:15 p.m. a meeting for 
the brothers took place a t the Regina 
Palace near the center of town. Since 
Brother Knorr last spoke in Brussels the 
owner has interested himself in the truth, 
is now an active publisher and offers his 
hall free to Jehovah’s witnesses. Here 
about 450 brothers and interested ones 
listened to the four above-named speakers. 
Their talks were all translated into French 
and Hollandish, the two official languages 
of Belgium.

The one-day national assembly began at 
nine o’clock next morning at the Stadium, 
a modern sports hall near the heart of 
Brussels. After a baptismal talk to them, 
64 brothers underwent water immersion to 
betoken their dedication to Jehovah’s will. 
By way of advertising, 30,000 handbills 
were put out, 2,000 placards borne by in- 
formation walkers or placed in windows, 
and 200 large signs set up in prominent 
places throughout the city, while 6 autos 
bore signs through the streets focusing 
attention on the public event. During the 
afternoon three speakers addressed the 
1,400 conventioners. The most of the Bel- 
gians had never before heard Brother 
Knorr, because since his last visit here in 
1947 the publishers have increased from 
1,038 then to a new peak of 3,080 in June 
this year. They are willing to provide fur- 
ther material for foreign missionaries, for, 
following a talk by Brother Knorr to the 
pioneers, 13 filled out preliminary appli- 
cation blanks for Gilead School.

The evening public meeting went off very 
well, with 1,604 attending. This was very 
good for a meeting in the middle of the 
week and in between Paris and the coming 
Rotterdam assemblies, where about 1,200 
Belgian brothers attended. The talk was
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was in a large room which opened out 
on the main hall, and good food in good 
quantity was served at 1.25 guilders a 
meal. The service department and book- 
room were in another adjoining hall. Here 
literature in 17 languages was available on 
the counters. A graph drawing showed the 
theocratic increase of publishers in the 
Netherlands. From 3,800 in September of 
1946 the publishers decreased to 3,000 in 
February of 1947, and then made a climb 
up to near 7,000 in May this year. In 
1940, when World War II struck the Neth- 
erlands with a blitzkrieg, there were 600 
Dutch publishers, and 350 of these went 
to concentration camps. During the war 
the 250 publishers averaged 60 hours a 
month. Today the majority of publishers 
are in Protestant North Holland. In 1947 
a public meeting at the national assembly 
in Amsterdam brought out an attendance 
of 5,500. What would the public attendance 
be here now at Rotterdam? As to liter- 
ature, the Dutch had only the books Chil- 
dren and “The Truth Shall Make You 
Free” in their language. Would new re- 
leases be made at this convention?

The big platform in the main hall was 
beautified with many flowering plants, 
backed by a beautiful brown curtain with 
broad yellow side-borders. On it appeared 
the 1951 yeartext in Hollandish. To one 
side of the platform was the orchestra sec- 
tion. From here there was only intermit- 
tent orchestra music, much to the regret 
of many who would have enjoyed hearing 
more from that group of consecrated 
players. But the congregational singing 
lacked nothing: it called for comments on 
its goodness and earnestness.

The program was very interesting, prac- 
tical and up-to-date and it afforded both 
speeches and demonstrations. Four speak- 
ers from the American and Canadian 
branch offices were featured on this pro- 
gram. In this way, too, the Rotterdam as-

the assembly this was to be baled and 
resold at a reduced rate. A berth on the 
straw cost 1.25 guilders a night (about 
25c). Some 3,600 conventioners slept thus 
on the straw, but there were about 1,950 
put in the homes of the people of Rotter- 
dam and vicinity, even though the city 
was terribly bombed during World War II.

The arrangement to lodge the conven- 
tioners on straw under tents was con- 
tracted for before the effort was made to 
canvass the homes for rooming accommo- 
dations. Now it is realized what a great 
opportunity was missed by not at first 
working at it to lodge all the conventioners 
in the homes and in this way locate wit- 
nesses of the Most High God right in 
among the people to testify direct in their 
homes. One American couple went out and 
secured a room in a home for just 1 guilder 
(20c) each a night plus their breakfast. 
One friendly man arranged at his birthday 
party for 17 rooms among those celebrat- 
ing with him. Two English sisters got a 
room free with a Catholic man who works 
with one of Jehovah’s witnesses, and one 
night of the convention they witnessed to 
him till 3 a.m. One man, whose wife is in 
the truth, went off on his vacation to Aus- 
tria but turned over his whole house to 
five conventioners. One Catholic lady, who 
at first refused a room, was informed by 
the lady downstairs that the witnesses are 
the most reliable people on earth, and so 
she ran downstairs and out after the can- 
vasser and turned over her compartment 
with bath to the witnesses, also handing 
them the key, to occupy during their as- 
sembly and her vacation. We feel sure that 
next time the effort will first be made in 
faith to procure lodging for the conven- 
tioners in the most effective place for wit- 
nessing, the people’s homes.

In the main hall of the Ahoy building
12,000 chairs were set out, and 2,000 in 
smaller adjoining rooms. The cafeteria
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lation of the recent book "  Means 
Everlasting Life” on hand for release at 
Rotterdam, but it proved impossible to 
get it ready in time. The announcement 
that it was all set up and ready for printing 
evoked a burst of applause.

Light rains dampened Sunday morning, 
August 19. The day’s sessions began with 
song and a baptismal talk, after which 285 
candidates were taken to the Eastern 
Swimming Pool and baptized.

Leaden skies still sprinkled as the hour 
drew near for the public address. But the 
advertising preliminary to this had done 
its work—advertising signs atop autos and 
on the side windows, signs on bikes, with 
a bicycle parade of 22 cyclists, window 
cards, placards of sizes for grownups and 
for children, handbills by the thousands, 
and badges pinned on coat lapels or waists. 
So the interested Dutch responded and 
braved the damp weather and thronged 
the Ahoy Gebouw, till they numbered 10,- 
775. The advertised speaker forcefully 
handled his subject. Silent, absorbed, with 
close attention for so serious a discourse 
on religion, that biggest assembly crowd 
ever in the Netherlands listened to the 
end. Then they gave way to deserved 
applause.

As with its predecessors, this assembly 
now progressed to a rapid but heart-warm- 
ing close, with just two speakers. The 
feeling of the Dutch seemed brought up to 
a pitch where it must express itself more 
freely, and the convention servant’s re- 
port had them repeatedly laughing and 
applauding. He asked if the assembly had 
been a slag! (a hit, a success!) and they 
roared out Ja! a positive Yes! Then with 
appropriate suggestions and remarks the 
Society’s president spoke in farewell and 
dismissal of the convention. All agreed 
with him that Jehovah’s witnesses are the 
greatest optimists, and that those ap- 
pointed to minister to them in responsible
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sembly heard a number of the London as- 
sembly features. Some feared that so much 
speaking in English with translation into 
Hollandish as this required would prove 
boring to the Dutch listeners; but their 
fears were not realized. The Dutch lent 
good attention to the talks first rendered 
in English, and many expressed apprecia- 
tion of the fine spiritual things they had 
learned from these and the enlightenment 
and encouragement they had received. For 
the most part the Dutch are not disposed 
to applaud. They like to sit and listen 
intently and learn without noisy inter- 
ruption. But, just the same, they can laugh 
and clap, like others at the London and 
Paris assemblies; and at this Rotterdam 
convention they broke out spontaneously 
at times in laughter and handclapping.

The first day, Friday, August 17, was 
fine, with the splendid attendance of over 
6,000. The day was topped off by the speech 
of the Society’s president on “The Triumph 
of Clean, Undefiled Worship”, broken by 
applause. And, sure enough, there was a 
new release in Hollandish. They clapped 
their hands for joy and appreciation when 
Brother Knorr announced the new 32-page 
booklet, Can You Live Forever in 
ness on Earth? All conventioners were 
given a free copy. But they were in for 
larger joys of this kind the following 
night, with over 7,000 present. This was 
when Brother Knorr gave his talk “Making 
the Mind Over for New World Living”. 
He led on into telling of the Awake! maga- 
zine to be printed in Hollandish, with
30,000 copies to start with, twice a month, 
in the hope that this will shortly be in- 
creased to 100,000 copies each issue. Thus 
toward the end of this year they would be- 
gin to be supplied with four magazines 
a month, the two semimonthly issues of 
The Watchtower and now the two issues 
a month of Awake! in Hollandish. It had 
been desired to have the Hollandish trans-
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and words the friends showed that was the 
way they felt about it. How glad they were 
they had expended themselves to come, 
and now how loath they seemed to part! 
The blessings received at Rotterdam are 
sure to sustain them in the days ahead, 
moving them still more zealously in Jeho- 
vah’s service, to the increase of the inter- 
est of his kingdom in the Netherlands.

twelve״, referring to the eleven apostles and 
Matthias, because Matthias and the eleven 
apostles were associated together as a commit- 
tee of special servants in the congregation at 
Jerusalem; but it is noteworthy that in these 
cases the terms ״twelve״ and ״apostles״ are 
not used together.

But that a replacement, and only one, for 
Judas was selected in fulfillment of Psalm 
109:8 is made certain by Revelation 21:14, 
which refers to ״the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb״. That replacement was chosen by Christ 
Jesus, just as were the original twelve apostles. 
Was not Paul specially chosen, Christ the spirit 
creature spectacularly manifesting himself to 
Paul? Concerning Paul Jesus said to Ananias: 
 This man is a chosen vessel to me to bear״
my name to the nations as well as to kings 
and the sons of Israel.״ (Acts 9:15, NW) Jesus 
sent Paul forth, and Paul was excelled by no 
other ״sent-forth one״ or apostle of Christ. He 
was not bragging, but was writing under in- 
spiration when he wrote concerning himself: 
 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ״
through God’s will.” ״Paul, an apostle, neither 
from men nor through a man, but through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father.” ״Paul, an apostle 
of Christ Jesus under command of God our 
Savior and of Christ Jesus.” ״I was appointed 
a preacher and an apostle.”—Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 
1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 
1 Tim. 1:1; 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:1,11; Titus 1:1, NW.

Nevertheless, Paul’s apostleship was disputed 
by some in his day, making it necessary for 
him to declare frequently his appointment 
from the Lord. He challenged his disputants: 
 Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus״
our Lord? Are not you my work in the Lord? 
If I am not an apostle to others, I most cer- 
tainly am to you, for you are the seal con-

positions should be servants, and not stern, 
exacting, hard bosses. Love is vitally es- 
sential for us all, love to God first and love 
to neighbor as to oneself; and in love we 
should help one another in the theocratic 
organization.

So with song and prayer the finest as- 
sembly yet in The Land of Windmills and 
Dikes concluded. By their beaming faces

•  How can we say that Paul became the 
twelfth apostle, when Matthias was chosen by 
casting lots?—M. W., Florida.

On the night of his betrayal and arrest Jesus 
said to the eleven faithful apostles: ״You did 
not choose me, but I chose you, and I ap- 
pointed you.” (John 15:16, NW) The original 
twelve apostles were selected by direct choice 
and appointment by Jesus, not by the casting 
of lots, as in the case of Matthias. In seeking 
to fill the vacancy left by faithless Judas, Peter 
had in mind the fulfillment of Psalm 109:8, 
quoting: ״Let a different man take his office 
of overseer.” But by casting lots to find one 
to ״take the place of this ministry and apostle- 
ship, from which Judas deviated”, Peter and 
those with him were acting in advance of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and without any instruction 
from him. (Acts 1:20,25, NW) They did not 
wait to ״become clothed with power from on 
high”, to ״be baptized in holy spirit not many 
days after this”, and hence this pre-Pentecostal 
selection of Matthias was not done under the 
guidance of the holy spirit.—Luke 24:49; Acts 
1:5, NW.

After the casting of lots no mention is made 
in the Scriptures of Matthias personally. True, 
Acts 1:26 (NW) says he was ״reckoned along 
with the eleven apostles”; but it does not say 
he was reckoned as an apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Acts 6:2 and 1 Corinthians 15:5 speak of ״the
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If that so-called “star” had been from God, 
why did it forsake the magi after it had taken 
them to Jesus, thus leaving them free to re- 
turn to Herod? Why did not the “star” guide 
them back another way, if it was from God, 
and not make it necessary for God to inter- 
vene by sending an angel to them to direct 
them not to report back to Herod? The angel 
from God directed the shepherds to Bethle- 
hem and gave them a sign by which to recog- 
nize the infant, but the “star” did not do this 
first. So the magi were called to Jesus״ enemy 
to ascertain for him the child’s location after 
all this time, maybe two years after his birth. 
After Herod was alarmed and stirred up to 
make efforts to kill the child, then first the 
“star” appeared again and guided the magi 
to where the child was. So all the evidence is 
against the “star” being from God, for God 
does not direct his people by movements of 
stars. But those magi were astrologers and 
star worshipers, no matter how sincere their 
hearts might have been respecting the “King 
of the Jews”. (Deut. 4:19; 2 Ki. 17:16; Isa. 
47:13,14) The Devil used them unwittingly in 
an attempt against the life of the young child 
Jesus.

•  How does Hebrews 1:10-12 harmonize with 
Ecclesiastes 1:4? Is not the text in Hebrews 
referring to the literal earth and heavens 
created by Jehovah God?—R. A., Alabama.

Ecclesiastes 1:4 refers to the literal earth 
when it says: “The earth abideth for ever.” 
Hebrews 1:10-12 does not contradict this, be- 
cause it is referring to the symbolical earth 
and heavens of Satan’s world, saying: “You, 
O Lord, founded the earth at the beginning, 
and the heavens are works of your hands. They 
will perish, but you are to remain continually; 
and they will all grow old like an outer gar- 
ment, and you will wrap them up just as a 
cloak, as an outer garment; and they will be 
changed, but you are the same and your 
years will never cease.”—NW .

Incidentally, before proceeding to a direct 
answer of the question it might be noted that 
Paul here quotes Psalm 102:25-27, and applies 
it to Christ Jesus, whereas the psalm seems 
to be speaking of Jehovah. Trinitarians use 
this in an effort to prove Jehovah and Christ 
are interchangeable, are one in a triune god. 
However, we know that angels representing 
God were spoken of as though they were God, 
just as we know that Christ Jesus did the
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firming my apostleship in relation to the Lord.” 
(1 Cor. 9:1,2, NW) As Paul’s words here indi- 
cate, and Peter’s at Acts 1:22 suggest, it seemed 
that one of the tests of being an apostle of the 
Lamb was to have seen Christ after his 
resurrection. Hence in this same epistle Paul 
repeats: “But last of all he appeared also to 
me as if to one born prematurely. For I am 
the least of the apostles, and I am not fit to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
congregation of God. But by God’s undeserved 
kindness I am what I am.” (1 Cor. 15:8-10, 
NW) Paul was known as the “apostle to the 
nations”. (Rom. 11:13, NW) He produced “the 
signs of an apostle”. (2 Cor. 12:12) He un- 
questionably became the twelfth apostle of the 
Lamb.

•  Might not the star that guided the wise men 
to Jesus have been from God, since these men 
were apparently sincere and brought gifts and 
worshiped the child? Also, is it not reasonable 
to conclude that, since at this time Jesus was 
no longer a babe in a stable’s manger but a 
child in a house, he and his parents had by 
this time moved from Bethlehem to Nazareth? 
—F. D., California.

We have before us the three Gospel Har- 
monies, by the System Bible Studies, Chicago, 
Illinois, and by Prof. A. T. Robertson, and by 
Dr. Edw. Robinson, and all of them locate the 
visit of the magi or astrologers as at Bethle- 
hem, and not at Nazareth. After Mary got well 
from her giving birth to Jesus, she and Joseph 
could easily have moved from the manger 
place into a house, so that the child’s being in 
a house at the magi’s visit proves no change 
of cities. It would also be unusual after Herod, 
according to Bible prophecy, had directed the 
magi to Bethlehem as the prophesied birthplace, 
if then the star directed them away from 
Bethlehem and north to Nazareth. Actually, 
the Bible account indicates that Joseph and 
Mary and the child took up residence at 
Nazareth for the first time upon their re- 
turn from their flight into Egypt. (Matt. 2:19- 
23) If they had been up at Nazareth when 
they were warned to flee into Egypt, then to 
reach Egypt they would have had to travel all 
that long journey from Nazareth at the northern 
border of Herod’s territory through to the 
southern border. On the other hand, at Beth- 
lehem they were already south of Jerusalem 
and could easily start moving south to reach 
Egypt ahead of Herod’s murderous executioners.
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rebelled and today it is their wicked de- 
scendants that form the visible earth of Sa- 
tan’s world. The original symbolical heavens 
and earth were made good by Jehovah through 
Christ, then called the Word. But it defiled it- 
self and degenerated into the present evil world.

To illustrate, it was like the nation of Israel 
that was planted by God a good vine, but 
turned into a degenerate plant that was a 
stranger to God. (Jer. 2:21) Similarly, Chris- 
tianity was planted clean, but most of it did 
not stay clean by constantly renewing itself 
in godliness, but it became apostate, clothed 
itself in the old worn-out pagan doctrines of 
antiquity, rather than holding fast to the gar- 
ments of praise and salvation that once identi- 
fied it as God’s servant. In a like manner the 
once good heavens and earth degraded itself 
into this present evil system of things, thus 
becoming useless like an old worn-out garment 
fit only to be laid aside, destroyed, to be 
changed for a new heavens and new earth 
organization. This chapter of Hebrews is 
showing the exaltation and permanency of 
Christ Jesus, and verses 10-12 are brought in 
to prove Christ will outlast this wicked world 
that is to perish.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of January 20: “Say to the Prisoners, 
Go Forth.”

Week of January 27: Release Under Way to 
the Ends of the Earth.

actual work of creation yet Jehovah is spoken 
of as the Creator, because Christ did it as 
Jehovah’s representative workman under God’s 
command and through God’s power. This point 
is even touched on in the context of the scrip- 
ture we are here considering, Hebrews 1:2 
(NW) speaking of Christ as the one “through 
whom he [Jehovah] made the systems of 
things”. So either Jehovah or Christ could be 
spoken of as making the heavens and earth, 
depending on the particular viewpoint taken 
in each case.—See The Watchtower, August 1, 
1951, page 478.

That heavens and earth are not always to 
be taken in a literal sense has been shown 
many times in The Watchtower. (1 Ki. 10:24; 
Ps. 66:4; 96:1; Hab. 2:20; 2 Pet. 3:5-13) The 
symbolical heavens and earth comprising this 
wicked world are shown by many scriptures 
to be doomed, and it is such heavens and 
earth that Hebrews 1:10-12 says will perish. 
But how can it be said they were founded by 
God and Christ? Christ, through Jehovah’s 
power, made the covering cherub and the sons 
of God, and thereafter they rebelled to be- 
come the wicked heavens. Likewise, Christ by 
God’s power made Adam and Eve, but they
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