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THE BIGGEST OPTIMISTS

“But

EHOVAH is the biggest optimist in the
universe, and his inspired Book, the

thecomplete end of all things has drawn close.”—1 Pet. 4*7, NW.

but pray. Actually it makes us appreciate
that we have everything to live for, yes,

Holy Bible, rings with optimism from the every inducement to live. For our expect-

opening of Genesis to the close of Revela-
tion. His witnesses, who have run a con-
tinuous course for the past six thousand
years, are the biggest optimists on earth
in this last half of the twentieth century.

2
people are preaching the most pessimistic
message on earth. For the past seventy
years in particular you have been preach-
ing the end of the world. What could be
more gloomy and pessimistic than that?
And as a natural result you don* join in
with the world in its efforts to hold to-
gether and in its humanitarian efforts to
improve the material and social lot of the
people. What right have you to speak of
yourselves as being the biggest optimists?”

3We have every right. Today, with more
earnestness than ever, we take up the
words of the Christian apostle Peter: “But
the complete end of all things has drawn
close. Be sound in mind, therefore, and be
vigilant with a view to prayers.” (1 Pet.
4:7, NW) But the acceptance of the fact
that the end of all things has drawn close
does not make us feel that there is noth-
ing to live for any more. It does not make
us lose all interest in living and make us
retire from contact with human society
and go into a hermit’s hut or a religious
monastery and loaf around and do nothing

547

ing this old world to end soon means we
are looking for a new world to begin with
the most wonderful opportunities for liv-
ing. It is not a false, baseless optimism,
but is based on God’s own Word.

“Ah,” says some objector, “but you 4Men of this world are really the ones

expressing pessimism, offering nothing
hopeful to look forward to. Greatly sobered
by the terrible possibilities, they make
world-wide recommendations on what to do
to prevent the worst. Under the heading
“Atomic Scientists Back World Union”,
a newspaper article dated Los Alamos,
New Mexico, April 28, said: “A strong
movement for world government exists
in this community where atomic weapons
are manufactured. Many scientists at
the Government’s research laboratory
assert that what they are doing may
mean the end of civilization as it is known
today unless a way is found to control
atomic weapons and prevent war. . . .
Many scientists here agree that world gov-
ernment is essential to atomic control, but
differ as to the best method of achieving
it.”—New York

5
shelters many men of the world who do
not understand the Bible expect that, as
a result of the use of atomic weapons and
other deadly means of mass destruction,

mApril 29, 1951.
In view of the need for underground
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humanity will be reduced to the level of
the cave man, a great setback in civiliza-
tion, indeed. Yet the science of war takes
the command position in human thought
all over the world. The effect is to stifle
ambition in the hearts of countless multi-
tudes. It makes them concerned with liv-
ing only for the present and getting the
most out of it, rightly or wrongly.

6 However, the
world is fast approaching its end does not
render the witnesses of Jehovah aimless
in living and cause them to droop their
hands. No; but it spurs them to action, to
more intensive activity for God’s cause
than ever before. Look, they say, at the
Devil, who has been cast out of heaven
and down to earth since God’ kingdom
was bom in the heavens in 1914. The
prophetic vision at Revelation 12:12 says
about him: “Woe for the earth and for
the sea, because the Devil has come down
to you, having great anger, knowing he
has a short period of time.” (NW) Satan

NConfidently fa

INSTEAD of crawling into a hole like
cave men in fear of the world’s end,
the witnesses of Jehovah have come right
out into the open and are most outstand-
ing among the people of all nations. Every-
where because of their fearless witness the
men of this system of things are unable
to overlook and ignore their activity. Irri-
tated by this activity, they complain that
Jehovah’ witnesses are active, all right,
but they withdraw their active support
from the systems of this world, and have
no encouraging word of hope to say for

cannot Jehovah's witnesses be overlooked to-

1, 2. Wh vah' :
what complaint is made against them, falsely?

day, an
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the Devil is driven to action, frenzied by
the realization that the end of this world
has drawn close and he has but a short
time left till the “war of the great day of
God the Almighty”. So he is out to do all
the damage he can on earth, to induce men
to become bitter and oppose God, so that
when he, the Devil, goes down all human-
ity will go down with him into destruction.

realization that thiddis vicious intent is that, when Jehovah

God does gain the victory at Armaged-
don’s battle, He will have none on earth
over whom to exercise his universal sover-
eignty. Now, if that is the effect on the
Devil, then no less so the realization of
the near end of the Devil’s world rouses
Jehovah’s witnesses to unusual efforts.

7Even religious clergymen in Christen-
dom are compelled to admit that Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, despite their conviction of
the world’s end soon, have more zeal for
Christian activity than the clergy and
their religious flocks have. They are the
biggest optimists on earth today.

cing the I 1 nd

them. On this account they complain that
Jehovah’s witnesses hate mankind.

2That is a silly conclusion. It is iden-
tical with the charge that people of the
Roman Empire made against Christians
of the first century for refusing to take
part in the political, social, recreational
and military affairs of this world.

3 Scripturally, Jehovah’s witnesses are

the only ones working for the lasting wel-
fare of mankind on a permanent basis.
Why should we support a wicked failure
that is threatened now with early col-
lapse? God’s infallible Word, the books of

3. Why do they withdraw support from this world, and
like whom?
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which were completed in the first century,
predicted that this world would be a dis-
astrous failure. The present-day results of
many centuries of operation prove that
this world is a hopeless failure, so vindi-
eating God’s Word upon this subject. We
today have as much good judgment and
common sense as the man Noah did in
a former world. Where, we ask, would this
race of humanity be today if it had not
been for this one man

Noah, if he and his fam-

ily had not withdrawn

their support from the

antediluvian world and

prepared for its end by

building a great chest or

ark for man and beast to

survive in? To this day

science has never been

able to disprove the global

flood of Noah’s day, and it cannot explain
how mankind came through that cata-
clysm alive. Only the Bible can explain it
satisfactorily, and archaeological findings
and widespread legends which show a com-
mon origin bear it out.

*Years after man was expelled from the
garden of Eden for rebelling against God’s
law, Adam’s first son Cain built a city and
called it after the name of his son Enoch.
(Gen. 3:1 to 4:17) But in the flood of
Noah’s day that city and other antedilu-
vian cities (the remains of which have
recently been uncovered) passed out of
existence, and so did the unoccupied gar-
den of Eden. When Jehovah God warned
Noah of the end that faced the world by
the global flood, he did not tell Noah and
his family to go into the garden of Eden
for safety during the Flood. God did not
reverse himself and reopen Paradise then,
even to these godly descendants from

4. What was to be a means of escape from the Flood
—Eden or what?

«FEEWATCHTOWER
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Adam. By God’s decree the garden of Eden
was forbidden territory to man then. Its
entrance was guarded by glorious cheru-
bim and by the revolving sword of fire.
It was no “refuge farm” for even God’s
servants. So when the Flood came, it over-
swept Eden also, and the paradise garden
ceased to exist without leaving a trace by
which its location can be identified today.
Noah and his family were not told to be-
come cave people for their
safety. Neither was Noah
told to build an interplane-
tary rocket ship to get
away from the earth and
to populate some heaven-
ly body. No; but he must
stay on earth. Therefore
God, knowing that even
the garden of Eden would
not be a haven of refuge,
instructed Noah to build an ark and gave
him its dimensions and features. There
was not to be any return of man to the
paradise of Eden yet.
5Before the flood Noah and his family
went in a course different from that of
the world. The record at Genesis 6:9 says:
“Noah walked with God.” Let the people
who exist on earth today thank him for
that, for they are one and all the descend-
ants of Noah. Let those persons who are
informed on the world’s end and who are
wise imitate their ancient forefather. Like
him let them withdraw support from this
doomed world and walk with God. It is
the only way of walking about which to be
optimistic, for it leads to surviving this
world’s end as it did in Noah’s day.
6The politicians, the military heroes, the
scientists, the commercial leaders and the
sectarian clergy are working for failure
5. What is the only way of walking to be optimistic
about now? Why?

6. Unlike Christendom, for what are we working, and
why will God back us up?
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when they work for this world. We, who
take God’s word as Noah did, are working
for success. Christendom is a failure, but
not Christianity which she has failed to
apply. Christendom’s theology has failed,
but not the Bible. We take the Bible as
our guide and strive to follow the Chris-
tianity it teaches. It is therefore up to us
to prove to mankind that the Bible and
Christianity have not failed but are alive
today and powerful for leading men to
real success, to life in perpetual happiness
in a safe and sane new world. Almighty
God also is interested in proving that his
Word the Bible and the faithful imitating
of his Son Jesus Christ have not failed and
will not fail. So if we are sincerely dedi-
cated to him and his service according to
his good purposes, he will back us up in
our endeavors to vindicate him and his
Word.

Sfre WATCHTOWER.
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them in this course to the same low sink
of debauchery, they are puzzled and go
on speaking abusively of you. But these
people will render an account to the one
ready to judge those living and those
dead.1—" Pet. 4:1-5,

8This being thought eccentric and queer
by this world is nothing over which to
feel embarrassed. This being talked about
with scorn and reproach is nothing over
which to feel bad or to feel condemned. It
is something over which to feel grateful
to God, because we have the privilege of
suffering reproach with Him and his Son.
As his Son Jesus said: “Happy are you
when people reproach you and persecute
you and lyingly say every kind of wicked
thing against you for my sake. Rejoice and
leap for joy, since your reward is great
in the heavens; for in that way they per-
secuted the prophets prior to you.” (Matt.

7 Do not mind being thought queer. Thé:11,12, NW) We can imagine the way

apostle Peter, whose words we use as the
subject of our discussion, says that sincere
Christians back there in apostolic times
were looked on as funny. Yes, and they
were talked against, because they simply
would not join in with the world then
dominated by the Roman Empire. Here
are Peter’s own written words: “There-
fore since Christ suffered in the flesh, you,
too, arm yourselves with the same mental
disposition, because the person that has
suffered in the flesh has desisted from
sins, to the end that he may live the re-
mainder of his time in the flesh, no more
for the desires of men, but for God’s will.
For the time that has passed by is suffi-
cient for you to have worked out the will
of the nations when you proceeded in
deeds of loose conduct, lusts, excesses with
wine, revelries, drinking matches, and
idolatries that are without legal restraint.
Because you do not continue running with

7. How does Peter show we should not mind being
thought queer?

the people must have talked about the
prophet Noah and his family for not in-
dulging in the violence, the fleshly corrup-
tion, and the evil imaginations, schemes
and hypocritical religion of that final cen-
tury before the Flood. It was because
Noah’s course condemned the world. But
their evilspeaking and condemning of
Noah and his household did not prove
these in the wrong, for these survived the
flood, but the evilspeakers were flooded
out of existence.

WHERE JUDGMENT STRIKES FIRST

8The apostle Peter addressed the Chris-
tians to whom he wrote, not as fixtures or
parts of this temporary world, but as “tern-
porary residents scattered about”. (1 Pet.
1:1, NW) Informed Christians are tern-
porary residents in this world because they

8. How did Jesus say we should feel about it, and how
does Noah's outcome agree with that?

9. As being what did Peter address the Christians, and
why was a long time till the world's end no excuse
for” worldliness?
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know that it is doomed to pass away.
Therefore they do not try to settle down
in this world and become an integral part
of it and share thus in its sins and be-
come condemned with it and share in its
destruction. That was the way those Chris-
tians of Peter’s time felt about it. They
were looking for this world to pass away.
For this reason they abstained from it and
kept themselves without spot from it.
Were they foolish in this respect? Can we
judge them foolish, seeing as we do the
world developments of today? Absolutely
not. But, someone will say, the end of the
world was then nineteen centuries off.
Well, what of that? The big point is that
they were not wrong about its going to
end, and so they did not want to make
themselves part of a condemned world.
Even if they had known it was yet nine-
teen hundred years off, would they have
said: “Well, this old world is going to last
for nineteen centuries yet, and so, since it
will not end in my day, I still have lots of
chance to enjoy it, and I'll do so until it
comes near time for me to die. Then Il
break off connections with this world and
prepare for a death in harmony with
God”? No; they knew that to be a friend
of this world meant to be a foe of God,
and that if anyone loves the world the love
of the heavenly Father is not in him.

10Those Christians saw things in their
true light, and so they were able to judge
whether things were truly valuable or
worthless. They saw they had spent enough
time in the past on the foolish, unprofit-
able vanities of this old world. They saw
that an endless new world of righteousness
was coming and they must henceforward
prove themselves worthy of living in it,
no matter how far off the establishment of
it might be. In this way they were setting
a proper example for us today. Like them

10. How did the early Christians set us a proper exam-

pie, and in view of ‘coming judgment what must we
do now?

3HeWATCHTOWER.
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we should not selfishly think we might as
well enjoy the world as long as it stands
and take a chance of turning to the stand-
ards of the new world just before we die
or before this world passes out. Like them
we must be wise and realize that we are
making a record now for our judgment
before God. In order for that judgment
to be one which awards us eternal life in
the new world, we must live and act ac-
cordingly from now on. Let us not fool
ourselves. Our responsibility counts from
now on. Only by withdrawing our love and
support now from this world can we escape
from being condemned and executed with
it. Let us face the unjust criticism of
the world for doing so.

Uit is time to be serious. Peter says:
“For it is the appointed time for the judg-
ment to start with the house of God. Now
if it starts first with us, what will the com-
plete end be of those who are not obedi-
ent to the good news of God?”—1 Pet.
4:17, NW.

PNineteen centuries ago, in Peter’s
time, it was individual Christians who
were on judgment, that is to say, making
a record on which their future judgment
was to be based. But today, in the “time of
the end” of this world, not only individual
Christians, but also entire religious sys-
terns which claim to be the “house of God”
are on judgment. It is a more critical time.
If judgment deals first with God’ house
of which we claim to be a part, then we
cannot escape the decisions of the divine
Judge any more than Christendom can
which claims to be the “house of God”. If
we are not obediently living in harmony
with the good news of God’ kingdom,
what kind of judgment can we expect from
God, who is the Judge “able to save and
to destroy”? It is hard enough for a right-
eously inclined Christian to hold onto his
11, 12. Why is this a more critical time than_in Peter's

day as to judgment, and so why do we avoid continu-
ing longer in sin?
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integrity in this debased world in order
to work out his salvation, and so how
about those who offer no Christian resist-
ance but yield to this world and its loose
ways just for the pleasures of sin? Peter
asks: “If the righteous man is being saved
with difficulty, where will the ungodly man
and the sinner make- a showing?” Yes,
where will they? They will find them-
selves more tightly enslaved by this world
through their longer indulgence in sin and
hence unable to make a desperate break
for liberty at the last moment and to stage
a successful comeback before divine judg-
ment is executed.

BPeter’s advice, therefore, is given from
the right and safe viewpoint when he says:
“Let none of you suffer as a murderer or
a thief or an evildoer or as a busybody
in other people’s matters. But if he suffers
as a Christian, let him not feel shame, but
let him keep on glorifying God in this
name.” (1 Pet. 4:15,16, NW) Oh, you
think, | would never have a fear of suf-
fering as a murderer. Oh, no? Well, are
you a brother-hater and do you act mean
like one? This brings you no happiness but
only suffering and hurt. So how are you
suffering and how will God judge you?
The way God says at 1 John 3:15: “Every-
one who hates his brother is a manslayer,
and you know that no manslayer has ever-
lasting life remaining in him.”—

K Maybe you say you do not indulge in
stealing other people’s material goods and
so would never suffer for stealing. But are
you stealing a fellow Christian’s good
name by slander? Or, by your ambitions
to shine and be worshiped by your broth-
ers, are you stealing the worship and
praise that belong to God, the same as
the Serpent did in Eden? Are you always
seeking the welfare of your brothers and
of God’s lost and scattered “other sheep”,
13, 14. How can we suffer as murderers, thieves, evil-

doersr)and busybodies, and is such suffering with credit
to us?

SEWATCHTOWER
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or are you selfishly, jealously or resent-
fully and unforgivingly seeking for the in-
jury of your brothers? Are you curious
and interesting yourself in other people’s
matters more than is right and trying like
a busybody to boss and regulate them
rather than to manage your own affairs
properly and stay by the work God has
assigned you to do? Suffering for doing
these things will not win you sympathy
and approval with God. All such suffering
is not Christlike, but shames you.

BIf, though, you suffer as a Christian,
for the sake of Christ’s name, then you
have nothing to be ashamed of. The suf-
fering Peter talked about above is some-
thing meant to make us quit indulging in
those unrighteous things. When we suffer
as a Christian, however, we must not yield
to the purpose of the enemy. We must not
quit glorifying God but we must show that
those who bear the name Christian are
loyal to God and unbreakably committed
to serving and praising him. “So, then,
also,” says Peter, “let those who are suf-
fering in harmony with the will of God
keep on commending their souls to a faith-
ful Creator while they are doing good.”
(1 Pet. 4:19,
faithful Christian is no mark of God’ dis-
approval but is in harmony with his will.
It is part of the cup that the heavenly
Father has poured for his children and
that they must drink.

BNot feeling condemned by God, the
suffering Christians can have confidence
that he will not shove them away but that
they can commend their souls to him for
safekeeping. He is the Creator of all souls.
If he judges you worth saving to eternal
life in the new world, he can re-create you
as a soul in the resurrection from the dead.
He can thus preserve your right to life

15. If we suffer as a Christian, how must we defeat the
purpose of those making us suffer, and why?

16. While doing good, why can we commend our souls
to God, and what does this mean for us?

NW)Your suffering
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as a soul for the new world. He does not
forget your record of faithful service to
him, and he will never deny you what it
deserves. “For God is not unrighteous so
as to forget your work and the love you
showed for his name, in that you have
ministered to the holy ones and continue
ministering.” (Heb. 6:10, Hence God
protects your right to the promised life
in the new world. All the while, then, that
you are doing good, you can confidently
commend your souls to him, knowing that
they are in safe hands, and whatever men
may do to you they cannot really harm
the eternal interests of your souls. How
wonderful it will be, when Armageddon
strikes for the execution of divine judg-
ment, to be found doing God’s will and
with our souls fully commended to our
faithful Creator! Only in that way may
we expect to survive Armageddon.

17We can, then, confidently face the
early end of this world. We are sure of its
ending, just as Noah was sure of the early
ending of the ancient world of the ungodly,
because Jehovah God had told him so. Yet
there is someone to object and say: “Ah,
but when Peter said, ‘The complete end

17. Why are we confident the end of this world will
come early?

ECTARIAN religionists in the past

persuaded themselves that the destrue-
tion of the sun, moon, stars and earth was
at hand, and did many foolish things that
brought ridicule upon them and made the
subject of the end of the world one that
provoked a smile of incredulity or that

1. Why is the Bible doctrine of the world's end scien-

tifle, and why will Christendom be the first part of
it to end?

3fieWATCHTOWER
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of all things has drawn close,” the end was
nineteen hundred years away, and how
can you be sure that the complete end is
not another nineteen centuries away?”
Well, Peter’s letter, because it was written
about seven years before the destruction
of Jerusalem in 70 (A.D.), may have in*
duced him somewhat to write that way,
but today Christendom is the modern
counterpart of unfaithful Jerusalem, and
today Christendom is in even worse an-
guish than Jerusalem was before its end.
Because we see fulfilled since 1914 all the
features of the sign of the complete end
which Jesus described for us in his proph-
ecy, we have every confidence that Peter’s
words now have their final and complete
application. (Matt. 24:3-14) The complete
end of all things of this world has drawn
close, and the time remaining is most pre-
cious now.

BIf this is our confidence, then we must
prove we expect the complete end shortly.
How can we? By the way we live and act.
The proof of our early expectation we are
determined to give, in order to show our
faith in God and to inspire confidence in
others and so induce them to right action.

18. How can we give proof of our early expectation,
and why do we give such proof?

was carefully avoided. The things done
were foolish because they were not the
things which God’s Word tells Christians
who are facing the real end to do. The
subject of the end of the world is not a
crazy, crackbrained idea meant for only
religious fanatics to snap up, resulting in
silly conduct that brings the jeers of the
world. The end of the world is scientific.
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It does not spell the destruction of God’s
material universe which he spent measure-
less time to bring to glorious existence.
Since “the heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament showeth his
handiwork”, why should he destroy these
scientific marvels? He will not do so. Let
us rid the doctrine of the end of the world
from the silly, unscriptural interpretations
which Christendom has attached to it and
which have led to unreasonable conduct.
The end of the world does not mean the
destruction of our globe and of the mate-
rial creations in the sky. It means the end
of Satan the Devil’s wicked organization
invisible and visible. Christendom has
made herself a part of his organization,
although she claims to be the “house of
God”. For this hypocrisy she will receive
the severer judgment and will be the first
part of this world to end.

2Worldly people think there is nothing
to do unless you mix in with this world.
They think there is nothing to keep you
busy unless you pitch in with the world.
They think that to withdraw from being
a part of this world means getting away
from the people and secluding oneself in a
nunnery or a monkery. But what did Noah
do while he walked with God? What did
he and his family do as they faced the
end of the antediluvian world? What did
the apostle Peter tell Christians to do be-
cause the complete end of all things had
drawn close? By consulting the Bible rec-
ords concerning what the servants of
Jehovah God did as they faced a calamity
from his hand, we learn what is the sen-
sible and right thing to do as we face the
world’s end.

3It is now a truism, at least among
Jehovah’s witnesses, that Almighty God
always serves notice beforehand of a

2. How do we learn the sensible and right thing to do
in the face of the world’s end?

3. What does God serve in advance of a calamity from
his hand, and how does time figure in here?
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calamity which he brings upon some or
upon all of mankind. That was true of the
first global calamity or world calamity.
That must and will be true of the impend-
ing world calamity, for Jehovah’ greatest
witness, Jesus Christ, said our days were
to be parallel with those of Noah: “Just as
it occurred in the days of Noah, so it will
be also in the days of the Son of man.”
(Luke 17:26, NW) Jehovah God timed the
arrival of the Flood to the very day. He
also timed the beginning of the serving of
public notice of its coming, timing this far
enough in advance to carry out his pur-
pose by the witness given. So, too, now
with regard to this great world calamity.

4His causing notice to be served in ad-
vance is not just for creating an end-of-
the-world scare. He is not one who scares
converts to his side, nor are the worldly
scoffers the ones to yield to such scaring.
Those who try to create a scare generally
want to cause a sensation and they have
an unscriptural explanation of what the
calamity is to be. They look for publicity
and notoriety and want to induce a lot of
excitement and emotionalism. But Jeho-
vah has considerateness in his serving of
advance notice, and so the ones who do
not take heed can never say they did not
have a chance.

5Necessarily those who publish the ad-
vance notice of the act of God must be his
witnesses. This service is a favor and an
honor, and Jehovah would not choose any
others than people who are loyal to him
and who will speak the word which he
lays upon them to speak, no matter who
scoffs. He would not choose those who are
out of harmony with him and who are
ashamed of his Word and who treat it light-
ly, placing the philosophies, scientific the-
ories, and religious traditions of men ahead
of God’s Word, and who commit spiritual
4. What is the purpose of serving notice thus in advance?

5. Whom does God choose and not choose to serve no-
tice, and why?
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adultery with this world. Psalm 50:16-21
states: “But unto the wicked God saith,
What hast thou to do to declare my statutes,
and that thou hast taken my covenant in
thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction,
and castest my words behind thee? When
thou sawest a thief, thou consentedst with
him, and hast been partaker with adulter-
ers. Thou givest thy mouth to evil, and thy
tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and
speakest against thy brother; thou slan-
derest thine own mother’s son. These
things hast thou done, and | kept silence;
thou thoughtest that | was altogether such
a one as thyself: but I will reprove thee,
and set them in order before thine eyes.”
(AS) Religious hypocrites can never de-
ceive God, and he would never mistakenly
select them for his heralds to announce the
approach of the end. He chooses those who
walk with him.
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one of the witnesses of Jehovah God in
order to be saved from the world calamity.

GOD DISCHARGES HIS RESPONSIBILITY

7There must be something other than
mere religious emotionalism and fanati-
cism behind it when Jehovah’ witnesses
persist in going to the people in their home
territories over and over again and also
spread their preaching work out to as
many lands as they can reach, proclaim-
ing their message now in more than ninety
languages and dialects and in one hundred
and fifteen lands, and this in the face of
great hostility, religious persecution and
political oppression. Yes, they are ridi-
culed. But that means nothing, for Jesus
Christ himself was ridiculed and misrepre-
sented and he forewarned us that his fol-
lowers would be treated that way too. So
the intensive witness that this compara-

6 As for saving anybody, Jehovah’s firstively small band persists in giving must

concern is to save his worthy witnesses.
The apostle Peter makes a strong point
out of this. After telling how Noah and his
family were saved through the flood and
then righteous Lot was rescued from the
destruction of Sodom by fire and brim-
stone from heaven, Peter comments: “Je-
hovah knows how to deliver people of god-
ly devotion out of trial, but to reserve un-
righteous people for the day of judgment
to be cut off, especially, however, those
who go on after flesh with the desire to
defile it and who look down on lordship.”
(2 Pet. 2:5-10, NW) He also saves those
who give heed to this witness and who aid
in spreading it to others. This was why the
apostle Paul said: “Pay constant attention
to yourself and to your teaching. Stay by
these things, for by doing this you will
save both yourself and those who listen
to you.” (1 Tim. 4:186, By this we
appreciate more fully how we need to be

6. To be saved from the world calamity what must we
be, and how is this fact shown?

be the effect of some valid cause, for the
witness has not been spread by fire and
sword as Mohammedanism has done nor
has it curried political favor and enjoyed
political protection. The Almighty God and
his spirit must be behind it, for these wit-
nesses appeal to God’s Word for their mes-
sage, not to just mere portions and partial
selections from the Bible but to all of it as
one harmonious whole. The valid cause
behind their irrepressible witness is the
fact that Jehovah’s kingdom has been born
in the heavens and his Son has been en-
throned as acting King and the end of
Satan’s world in a global calamity is at
hand. Jehovah’s witnesses can prove this
by fact and by prophecies that have come
true.

8 In this time of world crisis God is at

work in the earth before he performs the

7. What must be behind the far-reaching, persistent
activities of Jehovah's witnesses as the cause therefor?
8. How did God tell Amos there would be certain causes
for certain effects, and so what is the cause for serving
notice now?
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terrific act of God which he has foretold.
He tells us there must be adequate causes
for certain observable effects. He also tells
us he would keep his witnesses informed
of his purposes and of his coming act.
Through his prophet, therefore, the Lord
God Jehovah long ago said: “Do two men
walk together, unless they have made an
appointment? Does a lion roar in the
forest, when he has no prey? Does a young
lion send forth his voice from his lair, un-
less he has seized something? Does a bird
fall to the ground, when there is no snare
for it? Does a trap spring from the ground,
when it has taken nothing at all? If a
trumpet be blown in a city, do the people
not tremble? If there be disaster in a city,
has not the Lord caused it? Surely, he will
do nothing, the Lord God, except he re-
veal his purpose to his servants the proph-
ets. When the lion roars, who does not
fear? When the Lord God speaks, who will
not prophesy?” (Amos 3:3-8, AT) Since
Jehovah God long ago spoke by his re-
corded Word foretelling the world calam-
ity, and since he now makes this recorded
Word of prophecy talk through fulfill-
ment of the prophecy which marks the
“time of the end”, how can Jehovah’s wit-
nesses do otherwise than prophesy? They
cannot do otherwise. And they are not do-
ing otherwise than prophesy, let the
doomed world like it or not. Hence the
certain end of the world is the valid reason
for giving preliminary witness about it
now.

9The end of the world is for a good
reason. It is for the purpose of vindicating
the universal sovereignty of the Most High
God, by obliterating the Devil’s entire or-
ganization, and not for burning up the lit-
eral earth. Jehovah God is not interested
in just wiping off every creature from this
earth and reducing it to an uninhabited

9. éa) What is the reason for the world’s end? (b) Who
need not be looked to for right information about its
end, and why?
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cinder. He did not make it for that pur-
pose, and he did not change his purpose
about the ultimate destiny of this earth
when man sinned in the paradise of Eden.
His purpose still remains as originally. It
will be vindicated when his kingdom brings
to ruin those who ruin the earth and trans-
forms the whole earth into a paradise for
perfected obedient mankind to inhabit.
Since Jehovah takes the responsibility for
bringing the destructive catastrophe upon
Satan’s world, he obligates himself to serve
advance notice of it, to explain the just
cause for which he brings the destruction
and to tell how the heedful ones may
escape. Those who are part of this world
and who walk with it in friendship and in
compromise could never be looked to to be
the ones sent by God to notify the world
of its end. That is why the people of Chris-
tendom need never look to their clergy to
give them accurate information on the end
of this world. Rather they should expect
the clergy to keep the people in ignorance
of it.

10Jehovah must set himself right, not
only before men, but also before angels.
That means holy angels as well as hostile
ones, Satan’s demons. Although a world
ended in Noah’s day, yet Jehovah God did
not send Noah to serve notice upon Satan
the Devil to inform him that that wicked
one was then to be destroyed. Now, how-
ever, God Almighty is causing a most un-
usual message to be delivered. Most un-
usual in what way? In that it serves no-
tice upon Satan and all his demons that
they too are to be destroyed at the end of
this world. At the climax of its fiery end
they are to be seized, bound and cast into
the abyss, away from all human contact
as well as away from the holy angels. Al-
ready since 1914 they have been ejected

10. Why is the notice Jehovah’s witnesses serve now
most unusual, and hence who fight and rage against it?
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from heaven because of the birth of God’s
kingdom, but that was only a preliminary
notice of what is further due at Armaged-
don. When ejected from heaven, they were
abased only down to this earth and al-
lowed to carry on here. But at Armaged-
don they will be cast still lower, into the
great abyss to be held in solitary confine-
ment there for a thousand years. Their
pride keenly hurt, they object to being
reminded of this now by the preaching of
Jehovah’s witnesses. Neither do they want
people on earth to be told about it. That
is why they fight against the proclamation
made by Jehovah’s witnesses. Satan now
rages against them like a lion cornered in
his lair.

1 So there is good reason for the time
allowance which God has granted since
1914. It is not just to let human suffering
take place on a scale greater than ever
before or more flagrant wickedness to be
carried on. Not that! But it is in order to
discharge God’s responsibility to serve
final notice and in order to send his chosen
witnesses with a final warning in this
“time of the end”. So this is a period of
God’s undeserved kindness, allowing peo-
pie of good will who are in danger to take
advantage of God’s patience and mercy.
They are thus given a fair opportunity to
act and work for their own salvation by
God’s means, and not by human means.
They should never presume upon God’s pa-
tience and think he is slow and they may
linger a little longer with the world and
enjoy more of it before making a last-
minute break for safety under God’s or-
ganization. There is now no time to lose,
and we should all take the viewpoint that
Peter said to take: “Consider the patience
of our Lord as salvation.” (2 Pet. 3:15,
NW; Rev. 12:13-17) So work for salvation.

11. What merciful reason is there for God’s time allow-
ance since 1914?
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LIFE-SAVING DEEDS

12In discussing the world’s end Peter
mentions Noah in both of his letters to
the Christian congregation. So, briefly,
what did Noah do in the face of the end
of the antediluvian world? He and his sons
were already married, but they did not
build themselves permanent homes on the
earth. They did not engage in the general
building, planting, feeding and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage. At God’s
command they built themselves a big
chest, an ark the size of a great ship.
Building such a boat high upon land with-
out waterways or skids to launch it onto
the waters was unusual. They used this
strange building program as an occasion
for giving a witness concerning the com-
ing act of God. By building something dif-
ferent from the world, they showed they
believed what God had told Noah. Noah
took the lead in preaching the world’s end,
but he preached the right explanation of
it. He did not expect to go to heaven at
its end, but expected to stay right here
on this earth, even if it did get very rain-
soaked. Noah, therefore, could not have
preached the destruction of the earth; no
more than Jehovah’s witnesses today
preach such. Besides the world’s destrue-
tion, Noah preached righteousness. Over
six hundred years before this, Noah’s
great-grandfather Enoch had preached
about God’s coming day of judgment, and
Noah took up Enoch’s message. In fact,
Noah wrote a document containing a brief
account of Enoch’s life and its unusual
finish.—Jude 14,15; Gen. 5:3 to 6:9.

B In harmony with his message of right-

eousness, Noah carried on Jehovah’s wor-
ship with his family. This accounts for it
that the first thing he did when he
emerged from the ark after the Flood was
to build an altar to Jehovah and restore

12, 13. In face of the ancient world’s end, what did
Noah do?
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his clean worship on the dry land. In love
of animal life he provided safe quarters
for specimens of all the land animals and
birds in the ark. This was why he was in-
structed to build the ark so large. More
animals lived through the Flood than hu-
mans. God cares for man and beast.

USo, then, was Noah left idle, trusting
to God to make every provision for saving
him through the deluge? No. He had plen-
ty to do in the face of the Flood. He was
most active with building and preaching
and witnessing according to God’s com-
mands. Was he an old pessimist, as the
antediluvians called him? Yes, as far as
that ungodly world was concerned. But
could he have any grounds for optimism
too? Yes, he could; and the big ark that
he built was the tangible, visible expres-
sion of his immense optimism for man-
kind’s future and for God’s clean worship
in the earth.

BWas Noabh really scientific in his views
and preaching? He was, although he was
thought to be the queerest crank of the
times. His science and weather predictions
were the only ones right against the re-
ligious and scientific theories of people
who scoffed at him. None of the people
living today are the descendants of those
scoffers. They have descended from Noah.
Noah’s walking with God and carrying out
his commands and instructions resulted
in saving him and his family and in thus
perpetuating the human family to this day.
At least Jehovah’s witnesses thank Noah
for that. They think his example is the
most scientific, and that to follow it in
this “time of the end” of the postdiluvian
world guarantees life. Like Noah and his
family, Jehovah’s witnesses of today are
interested in perpetuating the human fam-
14. Was Noah a pessimist? How did he show himself an
optimist?

15. How was Noah scientific in his views and preaching,

and how are we today also interested in perpetuating
human life?
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ily beyond the cataclysm of Armageddon.
In harmony with this they are imitating
Noah’s example of faith and are bringing
in droves of God’s “other sheep” under his
theocratic organization in the face of the
approaching world’s end.

16Peter, in his letters, stressed the end
of this world so much and referred to
Noah’s days for fine illustrations. What,
then, does Peter say Christians should do
now in view of the impending “end of all
things”, the end of all the worldly things
he had been discussing? Let us briefly
examine them and determine whether he
advised anything unreasonable, emotional,
frantic.

7 Christendom’s evangelists try to work

people up into an emotional frenzy in or-
der to induce them to join the sectarian
religious systems as the means of salva-
tion. But Peter advises us: “Be sound in
mind, therefore, and be vigilant with a
view to prayers.” (1 Pet. 4:7, The
world thinks we are unsound in mind for
now applying Peter’s words that the com-
plete end of all things has drawn close, but
the worldlings are the ones who are men-
tally unsound. Unscripturally and unscien-
tifically Christendom teaches the end of
the world to mean fiery destruction for
our earth and all the material creation.
But Jehovah God has given us the spirit
of soundness of mind. So we declare his
promise that the earth will survive Arma-
geddon and that God’s will is to be done
here in converting the entire globe into a
paradise. Armageddon survivors and those
resurrected from the graves may prove
themselves worthy to inhabit it forever-
more. So in the face of the end we do not
lose our mental balance, but we act con-
sistent with our belief and use our time
in God’s way.

16. Why do we examine Peter’s writings to learn what
to do?

17. What does Peter advise us to be mentally? How
do we do this?
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1B Besides keeping a sound mind byre sheltered under it. Love is the perfect

studying and applying God’s Word, we
need to pray to him. We need to keep vigi-
lant to do this, both privately and in com-
pany with our brothers. Prayer makes our
appreciation of our relation with our heav-
enly Father and Deliverer stronger. It
keeps us in communication with him. We
have a real fight on our hands, not against
blood and flesh with carnal arms, but
against superhuman enemies, the wicked
spirits in the invisible realms who have
now been abased to this earth. Our per-
sonal armor is the complete spiritual out-
fit which God has provided for us. As we
fight against these spiritual hosts with this
complete suit of armor on, we need to keep
awake, alert to pray and to appeal for
heavenly aid. We cannot get along with-
out prayer. It really has an effect if we
pray with faith and earnestness, in har-
mony with God’ will. We need to pray for
boldness to preach God’s Word and deliver
the witness, in favorable season, in trouble-
some season. We are privileged to pray,
not for ourselves only, but for all our broth-
ers throughout the earth, that they may
zealously carry out their obligations as
Jehovah’s witnesses in these closing years
of this old world and may keep their in-
tegrity and gain life with us.

EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE

OMore than ever, now, the abased Devil
is breeding hate throughout the world,
hatred of God and hatred of fellow man.
Hence, in view of the end, says Peter,
“above all
one another, because love covers a multi-
tude of sins.” (1 Pet. 4:8, NW) We have
to stick together as Noah’s family did be-
fore the flood. We have to love God’s or-
ganization and to love those who are mem-
bers of his theocratic organization or who
18. Why do we need to watch and pray, and for what?

19. What quality must we cultivate intensely now, and
why? In order to cover what is it needed?

bond of union for us. We must exercise it
in imitation of God and must resist the
hate-breeding infection of this selfish
world. None of us are perfect yet, even
though we are so near the new world of
righteousness. Hence unintentionally,
through weakness and imperfection, we
are going to commit sins against one an-
other. These we must forgive and cover
over, and love alone will help us to do this.
Satan’s world will never destroy this love
from among God’s organization, but love
will live through Armageddon and on into
the new world. The old world will be de-
stroyed for its selfishness. So we avoid
selfishness.

2“Be hospitable to one another without
grumbling,” Peter’s advice continues. For
such hospitality there is great need in
view of the emergencies, privations and
hard conditions of this day. So we can
open our homes for conducting home Bible
studies and for holding local public Bible
lectures. We can entertain Bible conven-
tioners and pioneers whom we can assist
this way in actively serving God in the
witness work afield. We can engage in
relief work to help our brothers in lands
that have suffered from war, dictatorships
and persecution of God’ people by totali-
tarian rulers with concentration camps.
(1 Pet. 4:9,
benefit from doing this, we must do it
ungrudgingly.

2 Then, too, we must keep busy in up-
building our brothers with all the spiritual

things, have intense lovgedBlrces we have at our command. Says

Peter: “In proportion as each one has re-
ceived a gift, use it in ministering to one
another as the right kind of stewards over
God’s undeserved kindness which is ex-
pressed in various ways.” Remember that

20. How can we be hospitable and also get true benefit
from it?

21. How must we use the spiritual resources at our
command ?

NW)That we may get the
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any gift with which God has endowed you
or which he has helped you to cultivate is
to be put to use, especially now in the
“time of the end”, when it is so urgently
needed. Use all your abilities and talents,
depending upon the strength that God sup-
plies, in nothing looking for praise and
adulation for yourself but turning all the
credit and thanksgiving and praise to God
for his glory. Show that his undeserved
kindness has not been wasted on you.
—1 Pet. 4:10,11, NW.

FINISHING OUR TRAINING

2As a mark of this time of the end, hu-
man suffering has been intensified and
Satan and his demons, bitter through their
abasement and confinement to this earth,
are waging warfare as never before against
the witnesses of Jehovah. As we confident-
ly face the end, here, then, is what Peter
says we must do about the great trial up-
on us: “Beloved ones, do not be puzzled at
the burning among you which is happen-
ing to you for a trial, as though a strange
thing were befalling you. On the contrary,
go on rejoicing forasmuch as you are shar-
ers in the sufferings of the Christ, that
you may rejoice and be overjoyed also dur-
ing the revelation of his glory.” We have
enlightenment from God through his Word
and theocratic organization. So we have
no reason now to be puzzled.

BWe understand that the chief issue
involved is the vindication of Jehovah’s
rightful sovereignty over all creation. It
is a favor from God to us to endure the
fiery trial of our faith, not mournfully and
gloomily, but joyfully. Having joy over
why we are suffering strengthens us to
keep our integrity under test. We are shar-
ers, not just in the common sufferings of
mankind, but in the sufferings of the
22. Why is a trial upon us now? Why are we not
puzzled about it?

23. Why is our suffering thus a favor from God to us,
and what must we keep resting upon us through it all?
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Christ. This suffering must precede the
glory of living in the new world, after
Christ fully reveals himself at Armaged-
don. Through all the suffering, let us keep
sound in mind and keep God’s spirit upon
us. “If you are being reproached for the
name of Christ, you are happy, because the
spirit of glory, even the spirit of God, is
resting upon you.” You may not have out-
ward glory upon you now, but God’s spirit
upon you now is a “spirit of glory”, the
guarantee of glory to come in reward for
the present suffering. Be sympathetic with
your brothers who are suffering elsewhere.
Set a good example yourself of faithfully
enduring suffering. Always see to it that
your suffering is for no selfish wrongdoing
nor for religious hypocrisy. Then you will
keep that happifying “spirit of glory” upon
you, for your sufferings will be those in
harmony with God’s will. You will be able
to commend the keeping of your souls to
him with all confidence, and so be fearless
even when faced with the danger of death.
—1 Pet. 4:12-14,19,

2 In this time of the end, also, the Chief

Shepherd of God is gathering together all
the sheep that are now on earth. These
are the last members of the “little flock”
who will receive the heavenly kingdom
and the great crowd of “other sheep” who
take delight in doing good to Christ’s
spiritual brothers as if they were doing it
directly to him. How fitting, then, is Pe-
ter’s admonition to those who are older
spiritually among the congregation of
God’s people: “Shepherd the flock of God
among you”! As the Chief Shepherd con-
tinues to bring more of the “other sheep”
into the one flock under the one Shepherd,
what a lot of shepherding work there is to
do today! As we do this shepherding work,
let us be certain we do it in the right way,
as Peter prescribes, willingly, eagerly, as
24, Why is Peter’s admonition to shepherd the flock

of God now very appropriate? By whom and how must
this be done?
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examples to the flock, and not under com-
pulsion, nor for love of dishonest gain, nor
lording it over those who are God’s sheep.
Not only the older ones spiritually but also
the younger ones should be humble, sub-
ject to the leading of God’s hand. We must
all do this for the sake of hunting, gather-
ing and feeding the Great Shepherd’s
sheep. As the “other sheep” are now being
divided off from the worldly goats, let us
welcome them all, as many as come, to
the flock. Let us all get along peaceably,
lovingly, with one another, that we may
go through Armageddon together as one
indivisible flock.—1 Pet. 5:1-6, NW.
BHRemember that Satan the Devil is our
chief adversary. Do not fear him and be-
come panicky because he musters his en-
tire world against you and subjects you
and your brothers to cruel suffering. He
is near his end, not you yours. So, to quote
Peter further, “keep your senses, be watch-
ful. Your adversary, the Devil, is walking
about like a roaring lion, seeking to de-
vour. But take your stand against him,
solid in the faith, knowing that the same
things in the way of sufferings are being
accomplished in the entire association of
your brothers in the world.” None are ex-
empt, and you cannot be exempt either,
anywhere in this world, if you are faithful.
Hence do not run for cover and isolate
yourself. Keep shoulder to shoulder with
your brothers and bear the sufferings with
them and thus stand up against the Devil
with solidity of faith.—1 Pet. 5:8, 9, NW.
HThe world is abandoned to its destrue-
tion, and Christendom along with it. But
25. Against whom must we take our stand, not running
for cover?
26. What is God’s purpose in letting us suffer thus,

and what will our coming off completely victorious
mean?
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Jehovah God is very close to us and is
dealing with us, with a view to our com-
plete salvation. He is not letting suffer-
ing come upon us to destroy us, but is
seeking to perfect us in obedience by the
things we suffer. He is training us for
faithful service in the future, to make us
immovable in his service, and strong spir-
itually. So let us not wilt under continuous
sufferings. “But,” Peter assures us, “after
you have suffered a little while, the God
of all undeserved kindness, who called you
to his everlasting glory in union with
Christ, will himself finish your training,
he will make you firm, he will make you
strong.” (1 Pet. 5:10, NW) Hence when
the climax of the final test comes shortly
under the all-out effort of the combined
foe, with everything the enemy has, we
shall come off completely victorious for
God’s vindication and thus survive the end.

Z’Our duty, then, is clear in the face of
the world’s end. As a theocratic organiza-
tion we must push on through 1951 and
the remaining time of God’s forbearance
toward this world. We must hold together
by love, unitedly fighting, unitedly serving
God, unitedly enduring and praying,
throughout all the earth. Are we deter-
mined to do it? Then onward with the
final work! Onward with preaching this
good news of God’s kingdom in all the
earth for a witness, not stopping until the
accomplished end comes and Jehovah God
himself rises for his climactic witness and
his new world follows, into which we shall
survive to his everlasting praise by Christ

Jesus.

27. What, then, clearly is our duty, and, in determina-
tion to fulfill it, what do we carry forward?

You are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul fighting side by side for
the faith of the good news, and in no respect being frightened by your
opponents. This very thing is a proof of destruction for them,
but of salvation for you—Philippians 1:27,28, NW.



"The Israel 01 God"

TTOTLY debated is the question:
Does the State of Israel as estab-

lished in Palestine May 14, 1948, and now
in its fourth year of existence, constitute
a fulfillment of Bible prophecy? In an arti-
cle entitled “What the Jews Believe”, ap-
pearing in
1950, Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, president
of the largest rabbi organization in the
world (Central Conference of American
Rabbis), made this statement: “With few
exceptions religious Jews today believe in
the restoration of Israel and the ultimate
redemption of mankind. To most liberal
Jews the solution of the historic Jewish
problem through the founding of the com-
monwealth of Israel is a step toward the
fulfillment of the democratic and Messian-
ic aspirations of prophetic Judaism.” The
editor of the Allentown, Pennsylvania,
Morning Call, Percy Ruhe, said “he be-
lieves the return of the Jews to Israel is
an important part of the attainment of the
Old Testament prophecy. ‘Not until it is
accomplished can we expect the millen-
nium—the thousand years of peace,” . . .
he concluded”. (June 10, 1950) Both Jews
and Gentiles are very much interested in
this subject. Both Jews and Gentiles who
are open-minded, honest and sincere may
easily obtain the correct answer to the
question by examining the holy Scriptures
and the actual events which have occurred.
It was the great Jewish prophet Moses
that warned the Israelites in these words:
“If thou wilt not observe to do all the
words of this law that are written in this
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious
and fearful name, Jenovan thy God; then
. . . Jehovah will scatter thee among all
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peoples, from the one end of the earth even
unto the other end of the earth.” (Deut.
28:58, 59,64,
er than Moses, Jesus of Nazareth, repeated
this dire warning, saying: “These are days
for meting out justice that all the things
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the edge of the sword and be led captive
into all the nations, and Jerusalem will be
trampled on by the nations, until the ap-
pointed times of the nations are fulfilled.”
—Deut. 18:18,19; Luke 21:22,24; John
1:45; Acts 3:20, 22, 23, NW.

Both Moses and Jesus were true proph-
ets and what they declared came to pass.
In 70 (A.D.), under siege by surrounding
Roman armies, Jerusalem came to her
most frightful and terrible end. Her tern-
pie was destroyed, over 1,100,000 of her
inhabitants died (according to the Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus), the city was
utterly desolated, some 97,000 were taken
captive, and those that escaped were scat-
tered to the four winds. Thus, as a nation,
Jehovah cast the Jews off; no longer were
they God’s chosen people. Only a small
faithful remnant continued to have His
blessing, and it was with these that Jeho-
vah formulated and instituted a “new cove-
nant”, the old Law covenant having been
fulfilled and taken out of the way.—Jer.
31:31-34; Heb. 8:8-13.

THE TRUE ISRAEL OF GOD

With the passing out of the old, the new
covenant was made with those who be-
come spiritual Jews. This meant that not
only natural-born Jews, but also non-Jews
could be brought into this new covenant

AS)A Jewish prophet g
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arrangement and thus become spiritual
Jews. Fleshly descent from Abraham’s
loins, consequently, does not reckon one as
belonging to Abraham’s “seed”, to whom
the promises are made. Not circumcision
in the flesh, but circumcision of the heart
proves a person to be a true Jew in God’s
sight. (Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4) You
see, righteousness was imputed to Abra-
ham before he underwent any surgical
operation on his flesh. (Gen. 17:9-14,23-
27) So also, those that become spiritual
Israelites, having the same faith Abraham
had, are justified because of such faith.
They are then begotten with God’s spirit,
and thus become spiritual children, part of
God’s new nation, indeed true Judeans,
that is, praisers of Jehovah. The name
Judah means “praise” —Gen. 29:35, AS.

You still have some doubt about this?
Or does it seem rather deep to understand?
Well then, listen to what a Jew who was
circumcised after the flesh says, no less a
one than he who had been at one time a
very prominent Pharisee, Saul by name,
who was later called Paul the apostle of
Jesus Christ. Writes Paul: “For neither is
circumcision anything nor is uncircumci-
sion, but a new creation is something. And
all those who will walk orderly by this
rule of conduct, upon them be peace and
mercy, even upon the Israel of God.”
(Gal. 6:15,16, NW) Note that he calls un-
circumcised non-Jews Israelites. To these
same Gentile Christian converts he writes
telling them they are Abraham’s seed:
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor freeman, there is neither
male nor female; for you are all one in
union with Christ Jesus. Moreover, if you
belong to Christ, you are really Abraham’s
seed, heirs with reference to a promise.”
“Jerusalem above,” he says, was pictured
by the freewoman Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
and is their mother. Hence he classes them
with Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah,
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saying they “are children belonging to the
promise the same as lsaac was”—Gal.
3:28,29; 4:26,28, NW.

THE IDENTIFYING MARK OF CIRCUMCISION

Paul speaks of one who is “a Jew in
name”, and then shows that if that one
transgresses the law his “circumcision has
become uncircumcision”; and, conversely,
if “an uncircumcised person keeps the
righteous requirements of the Law, his
uncircumcision will be counted as cir-
cumcision”. Paul’s conclusion is there-
fore this: “He is not a Jew that is one on
the outside, nor is circumcision that which
is on the outside upon the flesh. But he is
a Jew that is one on the inside, and his
circumcision is that of the heart by spirit,
and not by a written code.” (Rom. 2:12-29,
NW) So one may be a Jew in name and
circumcised in the flesh, yet if he fails to
meet God’s requirements he is no part of
the “Israel of God” but becomes as an un-
circumcised Gentile in Jehovah’s sight. On
the other hand, one outwardly a Gentile
may be counted by faith as a Jew inward-
ly, a spiritual Israelite.

Pursuing this argument farther, Paul
explains that Abraham was “the father of
all those having faith while in uncircum-
cision”, that is, Gentiles “in the uncircum-
cised state”. (Rom. 4:11,12,16, NW) Still
farther along he says: “Not all who spring
from lIsrael are really ,Israel’. Neither be-
cause they are Abraham’s seed are they all
children, but, ,It is in lIsaac that your
seed shall be called.” That is, the chil-
dren in the flesh are not really the chil-
dren of God, but the children by the
promise are counted as the seed.” If God
chose to bring non-Jews into spiritual Is-
rael, “whom he called not only from among
Jews but also from among nations, what of
it? It is as he says also in Hosea: Those
not my people 1 will call “my people”, and
her who was not beloved “beloved”; and
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in the place where it was said to them,
“You are not my people,” there they will
be called “sons of the living God”.” ”—Rom.
9:6-8,24-26, NW.

At Philippians 3:2,3 (NW) Paul, who
was both a natural and a spiritual Jew, dis-
tinguishes between natural Jews who mere-
ly have fleshly circumcision and those of
the real circumcision, the ones who are
Jews inwardly, whether of the natural na-
tion of Israel or of other nations: *“Look
out for those who mutilate the flesh. For
we are those with the real circumcision,
who are rendering sacred service by God’s
spirit and have our boasting in Christ Je-
sus and do not have our confidence in the
flesh.”

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL IS A HOLY NATION

Thus it becomes plain that spiritual Is-
rael is a new nation in which the separat-
ing wall between Jew and Gentile has been
destroyed, enabling both together in this
“Israel of God” to grow into “a holy tern-
pie for Jehovah”. (Eph. 2:11-22, The
“living stones” from all nations that are
built up into this “spiritual house” are all
together called “a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for spe-
cial possession”.—1 Pet. 2:4-10,

The number making up this royal priest-
hood and holy nation which is to reign
with Christ in heaven is fixed at 144,000,
by Revelation 14:1-5. They are spoken of
as the ones “purchased from the earth”,
“the ones that keep following the Lamb,”
the ones “purchased from among man-
kind” by Christ’s ransom. No one will
argue that this class of joint heirs with
Christ is made up exclusively of natural
Jews, Israelites after the flesh, with no
other nations represented in Christ’s body
or church. Hence, when we read of this
class of 144,000, “the slaves of our God,”
as coming from lIsrael, 12,000 from each
of the twelve tribes of Israel, we know that
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spiritual Israel must be meant. (Rev.7:18",
NW) It could hardly be natural Israel,
since there is no indication that that many
accepted Christ during the time this class
was being selected. Moreover, it would
hardly have worked out that exactly the
same number from each tribe would have
responded to the call, since some tribes
were far more populous than others. And
here is an important point: the tribal
records of natural Jews did not survive the
long period during which these 144,000
were being selected, so no record of tribal
descent would be available for classifying
them on any such natural basis.

So here too we see a spiritual Israel is
meant, and the equal number from each
tribe shows a well-balanced organization,
with no partiality in choosing being shown.
This grouping into twelve divisions of
equal numbers balances well with the
twelve foundation stones on which appear
the names of the twelve apostles. (Rev.
21:14,2\W\) Also, when Israel left Egypt
they were accompanied by a “mixed multi-
tude” of non-Jews; and here in Revelation
7:9 these spiritual Israelites have associ-
ated with them a “great multitude” from
all nations.—Ex. 12:38.

The majority of Israelites after the flesh
stumbled over Christ Jesus as Messiah,
and for that reason they are shown as
being cast off, away from Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob, no longer associated with
them in God’s kingdom, but in their places
men from nations to the east and west and
north and south come to be associated with
what these patriarchs symbolize. (Luke
13:27-30) Jesus said those not in union
with him were cast out, like trimmed-off
branches that dry up and are burned.
(John 15:6) Paul showed that many of
the natural branches, the Jews after the
flesh, were pruned off the theocratic tree
and wild branches were grafted in to take
their places; meaning by this, the formerly
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alienated Gentiles that became a part of
the “Israel of God”. Then with these Gen-
tiles grafted in, Paul adds, “In this manner
all Israel will be saved.” Further showing
the grounds on which natural Jews were
ousted from being any part of the seed of
Abraham and the “Israel of God”, Jesus
disowned rebellious ones by saying: “If
you are Abraham’s children, do the works
of Abraham___ You are from your father
the Devil.”—John 8:37-44, NW.

HE true Israel of God has been fully
T identified in the previous article, but
some weighty questions still remain un-
touched. It is an important point, so often
overlooked, the fact that neither of the
two greatest Jewish prophets, Moses and
Jesus, held out any hope of restoration
to natural Israel. That nation was given
the choice, either faithfulness and life or
unfaithfulness and death. They chose the
latter, and their house was abandoned.
(Deut. 11:26-28; 30:15-19; Matt. 23:38,
NW) The restoration promises so often
quoted are found in the writings of such
prophets as Ezekiel, Jeremiah and others.
(Ezek. 34:1-31; 36:1-38; Jer. 32:27-42)
But what were the cir-
cumstances under which
these promises were
made?

This is the special
point to be noted. The
promises that Jehovah
would gather together
and restore his covenant
people Israel to their
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Now it follows that God is not dealing
with two Israels today, one fleshly and one
spiritual. Which of the two, then, does Je-
hovah assemble to bestow his restoration
blessings upon? Is it the republic of Israel
which is now ruling Palestine’s population
of 1,400,000, or is it spiritual Israel com-
posed of only 144,000? The facts presented
in the following article fully answer these
very important questions.

land were set forth prior to their going
into captivity to Babylon in 607 B.C. Ex-
actly on time, after the land of Judah had
lain desolate for 70 years, a remnant of
Israel returned to the task of rebuilding
the temple and walls, and once more en-
gaging in the pure worship of Jehovah.
—Ezra 1:1-8; 3:1-13.

That return, however, was only a minia-
ture fulfillment of the prophecies, only a
picture or type or shadow of a much great-
er and more important return to follow.
(1 Cor. 10:6,11, NW, margin) So the
question is: Was it a pattern or picture of
the colonizing developments of natural
Jews in Palestine today, or did it picture
the restoration of spirit-
ual Israel today?

Back there Jehovah
God overthrew wicked
Babylon and raised up
Cyrus the Persian who
promoted the return of
the Jews. But the British
Empire, exercising au-
thority over Palestine
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from and after Turkish rule was broken in
World War I, was no counterpart of Cyrus.
Britain opposed the setting up of a Jewish
state and failed to live up to her own Bal-
four Declaration. Not the first like Persia
under Cyrus, Britain was the thirty-third
nation to recognize the new Jewish state.
Jehovah gave back to ancient Israel the
land without a struggle, but modem Zion-
ists fought a savage war, and what terri-
tory they did not win by conquest they
purchased from Arab landlords.

In the pattern the Jewish captives re-
turned to a desolate land uninhabited by
man or beast, but the modern colonizers
found Palestine inhabited; the city of Jeru-
salem was a thriving metropolis. In the
picture, the Jews returned to rebuild the
temple of Jehovah. The modem Jews found
a Mohammedan mosque perched on the old
temple site and they have made no effort
to remove it. And even if they did, the
Jews have no certified priesthood, none
who can prove descent from Aaron. Not
so with those who returned from Babylon.

ISRAEL NOT THEOCRATIC

The most conclusive evidence proving
that the return of natural Jews to Pales-
tine has nothing to do with Bible prophecy
is the fact that the new state is not theo-
cratic in any sense of the word. Her Con-
stitution declares plainly that the “State
of Israel is a ... democratic republic”, not
a theocracy. In every way it is very much
a part of this world. Commercially, she
does business on the same low level as the
rest of the world. Socially and morally she
is no better off than the other nations.
Militarily, she trusts not in the arm of
Jehovah; her chiefs of state enter huddles
with military advisers of the Western pow-
ers. Religiously, she has her various sects
and cults—Orthodox, Reform, Conserva-
tive, atheist—none of which can lay claim
to being Jehovah’s witnesses. (Isa. 43:10-
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12, AS) Politically, she has her “left” and
“right” and “center” parties which fight
one another for the power to rule.

Israel asked the United Nations—that
“disgusting thing that causes desolation”
(Matt. 24:15,
people in the building of its state and to
admit Israel into the family of nations”.
This was done, and she became the fifty-
ninth member on May 11, 1949, all in vio-
lation of God’s law that his covenant peo-
pie were to make no league with other
nations. (Deut. 7:2; Judg. 2:1, 2; Isa. 31:1,
AS) If nineteen centuries ago Jerusalem
was “in slavery with her children”, how
much more so is Israel today in bondage
to this Babylonish world! In every way
Israel has made herself a part of this old
world and is therefore doomed to destrue-
tion shortly at Armageddon, even as the
Jewish prophet Daniel long ago foretold.
—Gal. 4:25, NW;Dan. 2:44.

Is someone heard protesting against
what is here said, claiming that the repub-
lie of Israel does have certain theocratic
tendencies? Any such claims, however,
prove invalid if put to the test. True, there
is a minister of religion holding a cabinet
post; there are strict dietary laws prescrib-
ing only kosher meat for the army; there
are harsh Sabbath laws that practically
bring civilian life to a standstill. But all of
such things are purely of man-made order,
and in absolutely no sense are they author-
ized by Jehovah God or his Messianic king.
Writing in Harper’s magazine (Nov. 1950),
William Zukerman, editor of the “Jewish
Newsletter”, explained that such “theo-
cratic” measures were only the tenets of
a minority sect that happens to be in pow-
er. Visitors report the majority of the peo-
pie irreligious. On May 31, 1951, the New
York Times, under the headline “Theo-
cratic State in Israel Barred”,said: “Prime
Minister David Ben-Gurion of Israel as-
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serted yesterday that in no circumstances
would his nation become a theocratic state.”

While a few voices cry out for a re-
organizing of the Sanhedrin (the ancient
supreme court composed of rabbis), while
some propose that a rabbinic hierarchy be
set up in Jerusalem presumably modeled
after the Vatican hierarchy, and while cer-
tain religious zealots who call themselves
“Guardians of the City” terrorize the
country in an effort to enforce orthodoxy,
many, many others shout them down with
the cry, We want no theocratic rule over
us!” Dr. Abraham J. Feldman, president
of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis, “warned against an attempt to in-
stitute any form of theocracy in Israel.”
Dr. William F. Rosemblum said, “It would
benothing short of an international calam-
ity if the fanatic and extremist elements in
Israel were to succeed in establishing a
theocracy.” And under the headline, “Theo-
cratic Rule Opposed in Israel,” the New
York Times (Mar. 30, 1951) reported:
“Moshe Shapiro, lIsraeli Minister of In-
terior, Health and Immigration,... assert-
ed that all religious parties were strongly
opposed to any theocratic tendencies in
his country.” It is as it was three thousand
years ago when “Jehovah said . . . they
have rejected me, that I should not be king
over them”. (1 Sam. 8.7, AS) And it is
as it was nineteen centuries ago when they
rejected the Messiah for worldly political
rule: “We have no king but Caesar!”

GRAND RESTORATION OF TRUE ISRAEL

The evidence is conclusive, Jehovah is
not dealing with natural Israel as a nation.
Rather, it is the remnant of spiritual Is-
rael that is restored to a wonderful posi-
tion of favor in Jehovah’s service. This
remnant of Jehovah’s witnesses during
World War | were greatly reproached and
persecuted and forcibly restrained by great
antitypical Babylon, the Devil’s world or-
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ganization. (Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:5-18:21)
But in 1919 the Greater Cyrus, Christ Je-
sus, released them from their captivity and
restored them to their heritage of pure
worship and service.

Unlike the republic of Israel, this anointm
ed remnant of spiritual Israel were sep-
arated from this old world and were made
clean from selfish politics, greedy com-
merce and demonic religion, all of which
make up the official elements of this world.
(Isa. 52:11) Refusing to enter partnership
with the abominable League of Nations or
the United Nations, these devoted servants
of God went forth, and are continuing to
proclaim that God’s theocratic kingdom is
the only hope for mankind. They hail
God’s anointed king, Christ Jesus, an-
nouncing that he has now been enthroned
and is reigning upon the heavenly Mount
Zion. (Heb. 12:22247) It is the time, there-
fore, when Zechariah’s prophecy, chap-
ter 8, verses 20 to 23, is being fulfilled.

In the face of the facts it is high time
for all people of good will to awake to
these truths. It is upon the skirts of these
inward Jews who are really praising Jeho-
vah that all men of good will are now tak-
ing hold, even as Zechariah foretold. As
‘ten men out of all languages and nations’
these are saying: “We will go with you,
for we have heard that God is with you.”
Therefore, let all natural Jews who want
to live and praise Jehovah come along and
associate with the remnant of spiritual
Israel, the true seed of Abraham, and let
them put their hope and trust in God’s
Messianic kingdom rather than in the
man-made republic of Israel. Let Jew and
Gentile alike, out of all nations, hasten and
say: “Let us go speedily to entreat the
favor of Jehovah, and to seek Jehovah of
hosts.” (Zech. 8:20-23,AS) This means
everlasting life for them in the paradise
new world of righteousness under glorious
theocratic rule which will never end!
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A report from N. H. Knorr, president of the Society

Ml FTER a successful take-off among
C /L the hills and clouds of the China
coast and with Hong Kong behind us, our
plane took little time in crossing the China
sea and landing at Manila, capital of the
Philippine Republic, that afternoon of
April 16. It was 8:30 when the plane came
to a stop, and Brother Henschel and |
could see from the window of the ship that
many people, perhaps the whole Manila
company, had come out to meet us. Right
outside the customs’ door was a sea of
smiling faces and delighted people. Every-
one wanted to say hello to us and shake
hands and there was a great rush of peo-
pie. After being able to personally greet
many of them and receive their warm wel-
come, we started off to the city. We were
told that more than 400 of the publishers
had come out in chartered buses to greet us.

Manila had changed since my last visit
there in 1947. The roads had been im-
proved, many new buildings had been
erected and the government buildings had
been repaired, bringing back to the city
much of its original beauty. There was a
new bridge over the Pasig river and an-
other was under construction. But the
marks of wartime had not altogether van-
ished from the scene. And there were new
things to mar the peaceful appearance—
at several points along the way we were
stopped by the police who checked to see
that we were not connected with the rebels
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now roaming near to Ma-
nila. And left behind from
the last war were the thou-
sands of jeeps which enter-
prising Filipinos had con-
verted into small buses and
u  into which ten or twelve
persons crowd until the
front wheels threaten to
leave the ground. They are
painted with bright colors
and so add a rainbow effect to the traffic
jams so common to Manila’s many narrow
streets. Small horses draw cabs as the
crowds of people use every means of con-
veyance to move about the city. The fight-
ing in the country has increased the popu-
lation of the metropolitan area consider-
ably, we are told, for no one likes to experi-
ence a raid by the HuJcs out on the farms.
The Society’s branch is located in sub-
urban Quezon City, in the barrio called
San Francisco del Monte. So we had to go
into Manila and then out again on another
highway in order to reach Roosevelt Road,
which in the dry season proved to be very
dusty. I had not seen the property before,
because it had been purchased since my
former visit; and | was pleased when we
did arrive, for it was located on a hill and
there was plenty of room around the build-
ing to permit expansion and to give the
breezes encouragement to keep on the
move and help cool things off. Mangoes
and bananas grow there, as well as pa-
payas, in season. There were many Fili-
pino brothers to greet us, members of the
Bethel family and some circuit servants.
There was a busy week ahead of us,
and first on the list was checking into the
convention preparations. Tuesday morn-
ing we walked to the convention grounds,
which were located about the distance of
four city blocks from the branch home.
The branch servant, Brother Stewart, a
graduate of Gilead who had arrived in the
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Philippines in June 1947, shortly after my
former visit, had come to feel right at
home there and he took great pleasure in
showing us what had been done. We were
told how the brothers had had quite a
problem in finding a suitable location for
the three-day assembly on the next week
end. On previous occasions they had used
the Santa Ana race track and the Rizal
Memorial coliseum, but these would not
be suited to such a big assembly in every
way. They had checked all available loca-
tions and the result was the choosing of
two one-hectare lots in San Francisco del
Monte in sight of the branch office.

PRECONVENTION ACTIVITY

The large building that was being fitted
up for the cafeteria was formerly used
as a studio by Oriental Pictures, Inc.
It was very kindly offered free by the
owner, who is one of Jehovah's witnesses.
The other lot adjoining it and owned by
a sister was to be the site of the assembly
itself. It was a rice field formerly but in
the dry season the ground had become
baked by the hot sun. Here they built
an unusual assembly pavilion that had to
be made by the brothers. It was just com-
pleted. We were told that all of the ma-
terial that was used to erect this airy pa-
vilion was gathered and donated by broth-
ers. The big, strong wooden posts and
bojo (light bamboo) came from Bataan.
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Loads of strong bamboo came from Bula-
can. The brothers had gone far back into
the mountains in order to find a good
amount of this material needed for the
building of the interesting structure. We
learned that eight weeks before the con-
vention started the first posts were erect-
ed on the assembly grounds. A framework
of bamboo and
of the posts and made ready to receive the
roof of native coconut leaves. Several
truckloads of these leaves had been do-
nated by many nearby companies and as
soon as they arrived in Quezon City the
brothers of the Manila company wove the
leaves into great mats which provided a
splendid shelter from the hot tropical sun.
Every Saturday and Sunday volunteers
from Manila and Quezon City came to the
assembly lot and it was not long before the
pavilion was put in excellent shape.

Next came the seats. Many of them were
made out of bamboo and the rest were
made of lumber which was purchased by
the Society and could be resold. The seats
were made in the form of benches support-
ed on posts driven into the ground. They
were quite comfortable. When completed
there were seats for 5,000 persons. There
was also some shaded standing room.

The stage was equally rustic and it was
erected in the corner of the lot a short dis-
stance from the pavilion itself. It certainly
was a unique structure. On the day before
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the assembly straw, flowers, mountain
moss, tropical plants and other native
decorations transformed the stage into a
thing of rare beauty. It was very color-
ful. Placed in front of the tropical plants
were the words cut out of wood, JEHO-
VAH’S WITNESSES. In Filipino style it
was the symbol of the Theocracy’s Increase
Assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses at Yan-
kee Stadium of August 1950.

Before the convention began we were
kept busy at the branch office. We had a
meeting with the missionaries and grad-
uated students of Gilead assigned to the
Philippines. While working at the branch
we observed how the brothers responded
to the announcement of the first national
convention since 1947. They had been plan-
ning for it ever since the announcement
was made at Yankee Stadium of the visit
of the Society’s representatives to the Far
East. Delegates to the convention arrived
even before we did, as early as the 15th,
even though the convention was not be-
ginning until the 20th. And they kept com-
ing in. A boatload of 125 came on the 16th
from northern Mindanao. Another boat-
load of the same number arrived from
Davao city. Others came from Cotabato,
Zamboanga and Lanao. Some traveled over
a thousand miles and took more than a
week for the trip. All of these delegates
talked about the convention while they
were on the way and found many good-
will persons who were very much inter-
ested in such a large delegation traveling
to a Christian convention. Then on the
18th and 19th busloads of conventioners
began arriving from northern and south-
em Luzon. All were a happy, expectant lot
eagerly looking forward to the spiritual
feast which Jehovah was to provide.

Just the day before the assembly the
Igorot brothers arrived in several large
buses. These are people from the moun-
tains who very rarely get into the big city.
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It was therefore thought well for them to
camp on the Society’s property; so all
around the branch home there were 160 of
these. Many of them were living in tents
and sleeping out in the open under the
stars, cooking and enjoying life in the
open air.

All this traveling to Manila was a great
witness in itself because there is much in-
ternal trouble in the islands. The Huks
are disturbing the peace and tranquillity
of the nation by raiding cities and villages
and trying to cause the overthrow of the
government. Often they raid passing vehi-
cles. Through all of the land there are
many road blocks where everyone travel-
ing by car, bus or foot is stopped and ques-
tioned and in many instances searched if
it seems necessary. If one has a reason
for traveling from one place to another
he may go. Knowing that thousands of
our brothers would be coming from many
parts of the islands and they would not be
used to traveling to the big city of Manila,
the branch servant reported the assembly
and gave the authorities notice of the
many people coming in. The law enforce-
ment agency was given this information
a week before Jehovah’s witnesses began
coming into Manila and Quezon City. The
Department of National Defense was kind
enough to circularize all check points on
the highways leading to Manila, and so the
men at these check points were all in-
formed of the purpose of so many people
traveling at one time. The Manila City po-
lice and the Quezon City police were very
co-operative.

So as to take full advantage of our visit
to Manila, the branch servant arranged for
meetings every night in the City of Manila
before the convention opened. On Tuesday
night both of us spoke to the Paco and
South units. These had joined meetings in
the South unit Kingdom Hall, which is
on the second floor of a building. It was
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packed out and people were standing on
every step going down to the ground floor.
The ground floor was filled with people
and so were the small yard and the street
in front of the hall. Five hundred and
thirty had packed in as close together as
they could to get a foretaste of some of the
joys that they were anticipating on the
week end. Brother Henschel spoke about
how the work was carried on in the islands
of the Caribbean, while | followed with
a report on the good work Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are doing in the Pacific area.

The next night was really a busy one
because we had to visit two units. We went
to the one hall where the East and North
units gathered and then we rushed off by
jeep to another hall where the Tondo unit
and the Caloocan company were gathered.
This night we spoke to a total of 473 per-
sons. The next night we went to a hall
where the Binondo and West units gath-
ered and 302 were present. So in these
three evenings reports were made to about
1,300 persons, a number of whom were
early arrivals for the convention.

During all of this time the advertising
of the public meeting was going on. They
had planned to distribute handbills through-
out the city in a special way because so
many persons were coming to the assem-
bly. They covered the residential and busi-
ness sections by extending to individuals
a personal invitation to hear the public ad-
dress to be given in the New Luneta, a
public park in the heart of the city along
Manila bay. Government buildings were
thoroughly worked in this manner, the
publishers inviting each one personally and
handing out the announcement slips. One
senator was reported to have said: “I
know you people are doing a great deal to
uplift the Filipino people to higher stand-
ard of living. | admire your work very
much.” This method of working slowed
down the distribution of handbills, and so
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the general public were reached through
the three leading Manila newspapers, by
placing advertisements in each one. The
days before the convention were just as
exciting and thrilling and full of movement
as the convention itself.

MANILA CONVENTION

At 2 p.m. on Friday the branch servant
gave his opening address from the delight-
fully decorated platform. It looked woodsy.
To the surprise of everyone 5,459 had
taken up all of the seating space in the
pavilion and some were standing around
the outside edges in the shaded sections
nearby enjoying the opening address of
welcome. Both of us spoke to this same
audience that day. Right after Brothers
Stewart and White gave their discourses
it appeared to me that a good time had
come to see whether all were understand-
ing what was being said. So before Brother
Henschel spoke | had the audience checked
as to how many understood English and
how many could not. From those that
showed they could not it was determined
that a great number could understand
llocano; so from that time on all lectures
were given in English and interpreted into
llocano. More than nine dialects were rep-
resented in the audience. There were Taga-
logs, llocanos, Cebu-Visayans, Hiligaynon-
Visayans, Samarefios, Benguets, lIbanags,
Bicolanos, Pampangos, and others. Dis-
courses were also given in llocano and
Tagalog during the assembly.

At the present time there are more per-
sons in the truth who speak the llocano
language than any other language, but a
great work is being done in all the tongues.
Because the three principal languages so
far as interest in the truth is concerned are
llocano, Tagalog and Cebu-Visayan, ar-
rangements were made that their Watch-
towers in those languages should be printed
at Brooklyn before the end of this year and
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no longer produced by mimeograph in the
Philippines. This will be a great help in
the street magazine work and in taking
many new subscriptions.

The cafeteria was operated between ses-
sions, and this was a new experience to all
of the Filipino brothers. When they came
to conventions in the past they usually
brought with them rice, vegetables and
other things that are used by them and
they would cook these themselves in the
fields or anywhere convenient, and the ma-
jority of them continued in this manner
even though the Society through the In-
formant had announced there would be a
cafeteria where rice and meat and vege-
tables would be served. To pick up a tray
and get in line and eat standing at a table
was a new experience for many. No one
went hungry whether they took their
meals at the cafeteria or made their own.

All the spiritual food provided by grad-
uates of Gilead, company servants of the
Philippines and circuit servants, as well
as Brother Henschel and myself, was very
much appreciated. The Filipino brothers
were in attendance in full force all the time
when sessions were on. They wanted to
learn more about God’s Word. Some of
their local problems were discussed, and it
was pointed out that those in Jehovah’
organization must line themselves up
with God’s principles of truth and right-
eousness. God does not change his stand-
ards, no matter where people live on the
earth. He does not take into consideration
their nationality or their countries or con-
ditions of living, but he is calling people
from all nations, kindreds and tongues to
serve. The Filipino brothers were anxious
to learn more of God’s Word and to live
according to Jehovah’s standards and at
the same time have the glorious privilege
of preaching the good news of the King-
dom to their fellow men. Fine experiences
concerning field activity were given. A
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well-arranged service meeting and school
were conducted for the benefit of all at-
tending so that they could go back home
with better ideas of how to conduct their
service meetings and theocratic ministry
school. It was a very educational and in-
structive convention.

The baptismal service was arranged for
Sunday morning, and long before time the
pavilion was packed out even though they
were not due there until eight oclock. It
was arranged for all those to be baptized
to take seats in the front rows. So as to
be sure that everyone understood the ques-
tions that were asked prior to immersion
by the Gilead graduate who gave the dis-
course the questions were put to them in
nine different tongues. It was interesting
to hear them all announce at the end of
the questions in their own tongues, de-
daring that they recognized they were
born in sin and shaped in iniquity and that
Christ is their Redeemer and that they
were determined by God’s undeserved
kindness to serve him and preach the mes-
sage of the Kingdom.

On the lot next to the cafeteria building
there is a large swimming pool which a
sister owns, and she offered it to the So-
ciety for use during the convention, and
this was where the immersion of 522 per-
sons took place. It was certainly a joy to
see all of these people stand and declare
themselves for the Most High God. They
were from many tribes and tongues, but
now were all consecrated to the same God
and working shoulder to shoulder preach-
ing the only hope for the world.

The rest of the time in the morning was
filled in by discourses by Brother Henschel
and myself, and 5,809 were present. After
that there was a lot of time allowed for
taking meals and for fellowship until the
public meeting in the afternoon which was
being held in Manila. The time for the de-
livery of the talk “Proclaim Liberty
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Throughout All the Land” was set for
5 p.m. In the meantime we went back to
the branch office.

About three o’lock in the afternoon
back in the hills storm clouds were rising
and by 3:30 the winds had driven this
storm over Quezon City and there was a
heavy and continuous downpour of rain.
In fact, thirty minutes later the roads
were like rivers and all the dust was gone.
We left at four o’clock in the drenching
rain by car to go down to Manila and there
check things at New Luneta, about six
miles away. After we traveled about two
miles we got outside of the storm area and
were surprised to find that there had been
no rain in Manila’s downtown section; but
the storm was coming that way. When we
reached New Luneta the hot sun was still
beaming down and it was very warm, but
there was a strong breeze from the bay
blowing in an opposite direction to the
storm which was sweeping down from the
mountains. However, it seemed that the
winds from the mountains were stronger
them those from the bay, and the clouds
kept coming in until at five o’clock instead
of the crowd standing in the open under a
hot sun they had become shaded. Thou-
sands of persons were already assembled
when we arrived at 4:30. The little plat-
form had been erected and some chairs
and benches were set out in a “V” shape
from two sides of the platform, leaving a
large strip of lawn between the two sec-
tions of chairs. This was done so as to
keep intact the audience in that section
of the open park. The loudspeakers were
set up and sound equipment put in shape
and it was thought well to start the public
meeting a few minutes before five o’clock
because thousands of persons had been
gathered together.

As soon as the chairman gave the intro-

ductory remarks people began to close in
around the platform and the location where
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the meeting was being held. Some people
sat on the lawn, but the majority stood.
They gave excellent attention and were
very enthusiastic about many of the things
that were said, showing their appreciation
by spontaneous applause. The talk was
given in English only. Ushers had a difli-
cult job checking the crowd because there
was no arrangement for seating everyone.
A number of persons were assigned to this
and all made a separate check. At the con-
elusion of the talk it was reported that
there were more than 10,000 persons in
the audience.

| was told after the talk that while |
was concluding my speech a rainbow ap-
peared in the sky behind me. No rain had
fallen. While | was talking | could see the
setting sun painting gorgeous hues of color
across the sky and over the entire bay.
It was the end of a wonderful day and a
wonderful convention. The good people
flocked around the platform and asked
many questions of the chairman and my-
self and others who were there ready to
answer questions. They expressed appre-
ciation for the message and they desired
to hear more. They could hear another
public talk next week.

The wind from the bay was still blowing
in and the storm seemed to be parting and
going to the north and to the south. It
never did rain that day on the New Lu-
neta. Another meeting was held in another
part of the very large park, which we did
not disturb and they did not disturb us.
Of course, all the conventioners were very
thankful that no rain had come and that
this good witness could be given in Manila.
Jehovah’s servants were really full of en-
thusiasm and ready to go back to their
homes again and take the good news of
the assembly to their fellow workers who
could not attend and tell them of the in-
structions received. They had a lot of peo-
pie to take this news to.



What should be the Christian’s position re-
garding work in defense plants, serving on
juries, selling Christmas cards or trees, etc?
—Composite question based on many inquiries.

The Watchtower Society is organized for the
purpose of preaching the good news of the
Kingdom in all the inhabited earth for a wit-
ness to all nations, and it encourages and aids
all to have a part in that work, freely advising
as to the most effective procedures. As to other
forms of activity or work the Society has no
specific recommendation to make. To draw up
rules for all the possible situations relative to
secular work would embark us upon the com-
pilation of a voluminous, Talmudlike set of
regulations, seeking to make all the fine dis-
tinctions as to when and when not certain work
becomes objectionable. The Lord has not laid
that responsibility upon the Society; it is each
individual’s responsibility to decide his own
case. To illustrate the problem involved, con-
sider the matter of selling Christmas cards or
trees. If that is wrong, then what about the
butcher that sells a turkey for a Christmas din-
ner, or the saleslady that sells a sweater to be
used as a Christmas present? Where is the line
to be drawn? Or, when does work become de-
fense work? You do not have to be working
on a tank assembly line to be making items
used in warfare. As for jury duty, would you
be acceptable for this service, say, in a divorce
case where one might be granted on grounds
other than adultery? Your Christian conscience
might eliminate you, rendering you unaccept-
able to one or both sides of the case.

The Society’s silence on these matters is not
to be viewed as giving consent, nor is it to be
viewed as a condemnation we do not wish to
openly express. It means that we think it is
the individual’s responsibility to choose, not
ours. It is his conscience that must be at ease
for his course, not ours. He knows all of the
circumstances, not we. Jehovah’s witnesses
have read their Bibles and studied the Watch-
tower publications that have endeavored to
make plain the righteous principles and re-
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quirements of Jehovah for the guidance of
Christians. Each one should now be able to de-
termine for himself what he can conscientious-
ly do in the way of secular work. We must re-
member that, while no part of the world or its
schemes and hopes for continuance, we are in
it and cannot separate completely from its ac-
tivities. So let each one accept his own respon-
sibility and answer to his own conscience, not
criticizing others or being criticized by them,
when individual consciences allow different de-
cisions on the same matter. We should not be
“judged by another person’s conscience”. “Who
are you to judge the house servant of another?
To his own master he stands or falls.”—Rom.
14:4; 1 Cor. 10:29, NW.

e Since the writers of the Bible used first
names, such as the apostles calling each other
Peter and John and Paul, some persons argue
we should use first names in our meetings
today, claiming that the use of “brother” or
“sister” before the last name sounds too much
like some of the false religions. How would
you answer them?—L. R., California.

We use the terms “theocracy” and “Chris-
tian” and other expressions, despite the fact
that false religions use them also. We do not
have to abandon our proper use of such terms
just because others misuse them. We cannot
argue that it is false religion to use the terms
“brother” and “sister” along with the last
name, for the Scriptures do so occasionally.
And whether the particular translation reads,
for example, “Brother Saul” or “Saul, broth-
er”, in no way affects the sense of the matter.
(Acts 9:17; 22:13; 1 Cor. 16:12; 2 Pet. 3:15)
Moreover, the expressions do not become formal
titles that set some individuals apart from oth-
ers, as the Roman Catholic Church’s use of the
terms sets some apart from the laity. Jesus
allowed for no such divisions, but stressed the
equal footing of all Christians when he said:
“All you are brothers.—Matt. 23:8, NW.

To use first names would pose several prob-
lems. If a person were new to our group, or
if we were not well acquainted with him, we
would sound too familiar using his first name
from the platform. If the one presiding were
in his twenties and some in the congregation
were in their sixties or seventies, it would
seem that the youthful presider were lacking
in proper respect if he addressed the elder
ones by their first names, and especially so
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since in many cases he would not be intimately
acquainted with these older ones and hence
not feel free to call them by their first names,
even in friendly conversation off the platform.
Another situation, a woman may be in the
truth, her husband not, and he may come to
one of the meetings. He hears another man
call his wife by her first name, and that from
the platform in front of the entire congrega-
tion. Understandably so, he does not like it.
So in view of these and other situations, whom
are you going to call by their first name?
Some will be offended if you do; others hurt
if you do not. All difficulties vanish if when
on the platform we use last names for every-
one, including those of our own family. We
thereby avoid dividing the congregation and
addressing some one way and others another
way. Of course, newcomers not in the truth
we would not address as brothers or sisters,
since the spiritual relationship thus indicated
does not exist. However, newcomers seldom
need to be addressed from the platform dur-
ing meetings, since they are there to listen.

The use of such names as Peter and John and
Paul in the Bible may seem to some to be an
argument for using first names. But such were
not first names, implying that second or last
names followed. They were, for the most part,
the only names. Some did have alternative
names. For instance, the name first given to
Peter was “Simon”, and later he was called
“Cephas”, after the Aramaic, or “Peter”, after
the Greek. In some texts he is called “Simon
Peter”; so “Peter” was more of a last name
than a first name. At Mark 3:16 it even states:
“Simon he surnamed Peter.” However, this
was not a surname or last name as we have
today, but it was more of an alternative or
additional name, given because it was espe-
dally fitting, which was a frequent custom
with the Hebrews. Surnames as we know them
today did not exist among the Jews of Bible
times. The Westminster Dictionary of the Bi-
ble (1944), page 418, states: “Surnames were
lacking among the Hebrews; persons were des-
ignated by adding to the personal name the
name of their city, as Jesus of Nazareth,
Joseph of Arimathaea, Mary Magdalene, Na-
hum the Elkoshite; or by a statement of their
descent, as Simon son of Jonah; by their dis-
position, trade, or other characteristic, as
Simon Peter, Nathan the prophet, Joseph the
carpenter, Matthew the publican, Simon the
Zealot, and Dionysius the Areopagite.”
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On this point the Encyclopedia Americana,
1942 edition, has this to say under “Names”:
“Neither the Hebrews, Egyptians, Assyrians,
Babylonians, Persians nor Greeks had sur-
names; and in the earliest period of their his-
tory the same may be said of the Romans.”
(Vol. 19, p. 685) This source continues to show
that our present system of surnames came
only centuries later. All of which shows that
the Bible characters did not have first names
as we view them today, with a surname follow-
ing for more formal use; and hence the use
of the names Peter and John and Paul and
other similar ones that seem like first names
to us does not indicate a familiarity among
early Christians and apostles. It was the cus-
tom of that day.

What is the normal procedure today? When
strangers are introduced last names are used,
until such time as the two become well ac-
quainted. If there is a big difference in ages,
the younger one might never call the older one
by his first name. When people are gathered
in serious assembly, the procedure is to use
last names. It is the customary approach, the
more dignified and respectful approach. So we,
during our congregational meetings, can copy
this custom regarding last names. However,
instead of using the worldly Mr. or Mrs. or
Miss before the surname, we use the terms
that show we enjoy a much closer relationship
than worldlings.

The Lord’s Prayer opens with “Our Father”,
showing he is Father to many, and those many
who so address him are necessarily brothers
and sisters, all in a family relationship with
God at the head. So when we address one an-
other as brother or sister in our meetings we
highlight this blessed relationship or spiritual,
family oneness. It is this wonderful relation-
ship that makes Jehovah’s witnesses so differ-
ent, so considerate of one another, so ready to
help one another. We are grateful for this re-
lationship, ready to admit it, to call notice to
it, without shame or embarrassment to do so
because of what some worldling might think.
Worldlings call one another by first names
under many circumstances. They call us and
we call them by first names. It only indicates
informality or good acquaintance. But when
we use “brother” or “sister” it indicates a
blessed relationship, a family relationship un-
der the one Father, Jehovah God. A relation-
ship far closer and more precious than any
indicated by the use of first names. Is it not so?
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL CORPORATION MEETING

This announcement supplements the regular
notice which all the members of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society (Pennsylvania
Corporation) will receive by mail relative to
the forthcoming annual meeting. Pursuant to
the provisions of the Society’s charter the an-
nual meeting of the members of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society will be held on
Monday, October 1, 1951, at ten o’clock in the
forenoon. The registered office of the Society
is the meeting place, and this is located in the
Wabash Building, 410 Liberty Avenue, Pitts*
burgh 22, Pennsylvania. At this meeting the
regular business of the corporation will be
transacted. Proxy forms will be sent by mail
together with the notice of the meeting to all
those who are members, and the proxies should
be returned to the Society as soon as conven-
ient. Some of the members will attend the
meeting in person and some will not be there
themselves. All, however, should return the
proxies whether they will be in attendance or
not. So after receiving the regular notice and
proxy form, each member should fill out and
mail his proxy to the office of the secretary of
the Society, 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn 2,
New York. We would like to have all the
proxies in not later than September 15, 1951.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of October 21: Confidently Facing the
End; also, What to Do in the Face of the
End, H16"~

Week of October 28: What to Do in the Face
of the End, fl 727~





