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THE PURPOSE OF ‘THE WATCHTOWER"

Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn of danger, or announce good
news. Our magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc-
es as the light on God’s purposes and works increases.— Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. When it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex-
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign of the world’s time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, “The Watchtower” stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs of danger, faithful to point out
the way of escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is
based on God’s Word. It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls at-
tention to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for your-
self how well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own
prophecy. In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus
on Bible truth, and views religious news generally.

Be watchful in these perilous times,* God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly reading *T'he Watchtower”.
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PREACHING

HIS good news of the Kingdom must

be preached in all the world, and in
this world there are many islands inhabit-
ed by people who love living, like all other
creatures on the earth. But even in these
islands away from the hustle and bustle
of the big continents the peoples have their
problems. Because of their isolation men of
influence gain power and soon control of
these islands is centered in the hands of a
favored few. If the government of the
island works in the interest of the people,
they are generally content. But as is so
often the case when the controlling few
are interested in themselves and not in the
majority of those living on the islands, dis-
content and unrest are evident. No matter
where one travels in the world, he sees the
need of God’s kingdom.

The president of the Watch Tower Bible
& Tract Society, N. H. Knorr, and his
secretary, M. G. Henschel, both ministers
of the gospel in the organization of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, recently made a trip to
the beautiful island of Bermuda. They left
on Saturday morning, December 2, 1950,
about 11:30, and by 3:15 that afternoon
they were circling over the coral-formed
islands, dotted here and there with pink-,
blue- and green-colored houses and cot-
tages, with their spotlessly white roofs.
These islands of some 40,000 people thrive
quite well on the tourist trade. Of course,
there is a little farming; store businesses,
construction and other occupations keep
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ISLANDS

the people employed also. The large naval
and air bases also figure in the local
economy.

The visitor is impressed by the pictur-
esque, narrow walled roads, the small Eng-
lish cars, the beautiful flowers, the clean
sandy beaches and rough pitted rocks
along the coast, and the steep incline of the
hills. About on the hillsides are surfaced
water catchments, for all drinking water in
Bermuda comes from the clouds. The only
thing that mars the beauty of the islands
is the brown cedar trees which were struck
with a blight some two years ago.

About four years ago the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society sent two ministers,
graduates of the Watchtower Bible School
of Gilead in South Lansing, New York, to
look after the spiritual needs of the small
congregation of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Bermuda. Like all other Jehovah’s witness-
es, these two young men were very active
in preaching the good news of the King-
dom, and they encouraged the inhabitants
of the island to engage in home Bible study
and get acquainted with the wonderful
teachings of Christ. This was not to the
liking of the principal religionists and it is
reported that through their endeavors the
government was influenced to arrange for
the deportation of the two ministers. The
two young men were sent back to Britain.
This left the congregation of Jehovah’
witnesses without qualified ministers to
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take the lead in instructing and training
other persons in Bible study.

It has long been the desire of Jehovah’s
witnesses in these islands to have the So-
ciety send a qualified servant to look after
their interests. It was to see if this could
be accomplished that the president of the
Society made the trip to Bermuda. He dis-
cussed the matter of sending another rep-
resentative into the Bermuda islands with
some of the officials of government, immi-
gration authorities and lawyers, the latter
being very much interested in the case of
Jehovah’s witnesses and the deportation of
the young ministers. It is the earnest hope
that the way will be opened again for some-
one to go there to represent the Society,
look after the congregation of the Lord’
people, and visit other interested persons
in the principal settlements of the Ber-
muda islands.

A fine meeting was held with the theo-
cratic publishers and interested persons.
They were greatly encouraged on hearing
about the Lord’s work in other parts of the
world and they were also delighted with
the Scriptural admonition that was pre-
sented to them by the two visitors.

The stay seemed much too short, but we
visitors from Brooklyn were glad we were
able to meet with those in Bermuda who
are pressing on and preaching the good
news of the Kingdom. The publishers,
though they be few, are determined to con-
tinue the service come what may, and their
enthusiasm is a joy to see. We certainly
know that they are not alone in the world
proclaiming the message of the new world.
On this island they seem alone, but Jeho-
vah knows those who belong to him.

On December 4, when it was time for us
to leave, a very bad storm had blown up in
the Atlantic. While the winds were heavy
in Bermuda, they were much more severe
toward New York where we were to go.
It had been our hope to fly from Bermuda
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to Nassau, Bahamas, but the British air-
line serving that route was not in opera-
tion because of a strike. So we had to fly
back to New York city and then down to
Miami and from Miami to Nassau, in order
to make the next appointment on Tuesday
evening. Flying was rough that night and
the plane did bounce around, but we ar-
rived in New York in time to make con-
nections with our midnight plane going out
of Newark, New Jersey, to Miami, Florida.

The stopover in Miami was very brief—
5:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. There was a little
time for rest and sleep at the home of the
company servant. The opportunity of meet-
ing with some of the brothers was afforded
us and we also looked over two of the King-
dom Halls which were beautifully designed
and well constructed by the local publish-
ers. The halls are really inviting to the
public and very comfortable in every
respect.

BAHAMAS

At 2:00 p.m. we were away by plane for
Nassau in the Bahamas group, a short hop
over the Gulf Stream. Nassau is the prin-
cipal city. When we arrived at the airport,
we were met by some anxious brothers who
knew there were no flights from Bermuda
to Nassau due to the strike and who won-
dered how we would come.

The public talk, “Can You Live Forever
in Happiness on Earth?” to be delivered
that evening in the Mothers’ Club Hall,
was well advertised during the week. Some
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over from Florida the
-i0re and had assisted in the adver-
USIfig. The inhabitants of these islands are
mostly colored people, and to find quite a
number of white brothers walking the
main street of the city with placards and
distributing handbills caused a slight sen-
sation. The people just had not seen ¥
many white witnesses onthe "4
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was filled and people were standing on the
front porch and finally had to overflow
into the street. There were 350 persons
present and they paid rapt attention to the
heart-cheering message concerning God’s
kingdom. Many questions were asked after
tlje meeting and booklets were distributed
'Vsiring a copy. A number of
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very rich and approximated those of the
landing of the Duke of Windsor a number
of years ago. The governor comes at a time
when we have an empty public treasury,
but also at a time when expectations for a
bumper tourist season loom very high. He
comes also at the Christmas season when
most hearts are brimming with the coming
holiday expectations. And so for the first
few weeks he will find the going quite
smooth. With the coming of the winter sea-
son and the controversial affairs of the
House of Assembly, His Excellency might
expect no less and no more than former
governors have received, namely, plenty
of hard work.”

Certainly the problems of state in all
the nations of the earth cause rulers great
anxiety and worry. In this troubled, old,
selfish world things are not going to get
easier, but more difficult, because we are
getting nearer and nearer to that final day
a ii ijarire battle of Armageddon
nemlers of

together the kingdoms Ol this world w

theworld are trying to hoM of minuteswe
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Havana, Cuba. Approximate

ers came out from Miami to greet tut

elers and the two traveling brothers were
delighted to see them, but due to the late*
ness of the plane and the Pan American
Airways’ trying to get us onto the very
next plane for Havana, we were rushed
through immigration and customs, with
tickets changed and baggage checked with
in ten minutes’ time. So it meant just
wave of the hand in bidding the gro
good-by. It did our hearts much good
see them, though, and we wished that
could have remained a few minutes t<
them about the good things that hac'
pened over in Nassau. However, th

not possible and soon the big plane !

into the darkness of the night, racir

the concrete ribbon and rising g

into the sky on the way to H

seemed that we were just abc

down in our seats when it w

fasten safety belts again and '
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It was in 1946 that the president made
his last visit to Cuba and at that time there
were 2,250 publishers regularly engaging
in the field service. But in 1950 there were
6,619 on the average and they now have
a peak of 7,820 ministers proclaiming the
good news. ,The Society has had as high as
54 Gilead graduates at one time doing mis-
sionary work in Cuba during the past few
years. Due to the tremendous increase in
company publishers and local pioneers,
practically all of these missionaries have
been moved out to other assignments.

On this beautiful island of Cuba, almost
anything will grow. As a matter of fact,
one can put a post in the ground and it will
begin to sprout leaves. Cuba has a popula-
tion of approximately 4,800,000 people.
It is easy to see that, with 7,820 publishers
in the land, the people are being witnessed
to very regularly. In fact, companies spring
up as rapidly as flowers and plants. In 1946
there were 69 companies in all of Cuba;
now there are 178.

The branch servant worked out a heavy
schedule for us. In the one week’s time it
was arranged to have three separate con-
ventions in Cuba—one in Havana, the
second in Santa Clara and the third assem-
bly in Holguin, in the eastern part of the
island. All of these conventions were well
advertised. Four hundred and ten thousand
handbills were distributed; 6,000 placards
were used. Five thousand nine hundred
personal invitation letters were mailed to
persons of good will. The newspapers car-
ried excellent reports and the brothers
saw to it that write-ups were furnished to
the newspapers concerning the work of Je-
hovah’s witnesses and especially the Yan-
kee Stadium meetings of last summer. The
Havana daily papers ElI Mundo, Avance
Informacion, Prensa Libre and EI Nuevo
Pueblo wrote excellent articles about the
convention and the coming visit of Presi-
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dent Knorr. The newspaper ElI Mundo,
which has the largest circulation of any
Cuban newspaper, wrote an excellent ar-
tide about the coming assembly and the
past New York international convention
and described the great educational work
that Jehovah’ witnesses are carrying on.
In closing, this newspaper stated: “We will
have to arrive at the conclusion that this
is the most intensive educational campaign
of all times ever effected with such a feel-
ing of altruism.”

In an endeavor to further the advertis-
ing, all the major radio stations in Havana
were visited and given news releases. One
of the largest stations in the country, CMQ,
a 25,000-watt station, put on a nationwide
broadcast of an interview with one of the
brothers. Another station, CMBC, broad-
cast an interview between two brothers
and this was heard countrywide. On De-
cember 8 at 5:30 in the evening Brother
Knorr, through an interpreter, was inter-
viewed by one of the major radio stations,
Station RHC. This program went out over
a chain hookup from one end of the coun-
try to the other. In the interview Brother
Knorr stated the purpose of his visit and
that he was very glad to be in Cuba again.
After the interview and on this very same
nationwide broadcast, the branch servant,
Brother Papadem, gave a six-minute talk
on the coming convention and he invited
the people of Cuba to attend any one of the
three assemblies. All of this was free broad-
casting and in the public’s interest.

The biggest assembly in Cuba was held
in Havana on December 9 and 10 at the
Sociedad de Pilar. It was operated just like
the assembly in New York. There was an
excellent cafeteria about four blocks away
at Club Latino and this was tied in by
direct wire connections with the conven-
tion hall. The new Spanish books and book-
lets released at Yankee Stadium were
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printed in sufficient supply and sent to
Cuba so that the brothers attending the
convention could get for Every
Good Work™ in Spanish. This was an-
nounced by Brother Henschel when he
spoke at one of the meetings. Brother
Knorr presented “This Means Everlasting
Life” in Spanish, as well as introducing
the new Watchtower in Spanish, La Ata-
laya, the January 1 issue now a 32-page
magazine exactly like the English edition.
All the conventioners were overjoyed with
these releases.

Even though the Cuban publishers are
moving ahead with great speed, the matter
of 10-percent-increase quota and 34-per-
cent-increase peak was presented to all the
publishers from one end of the country to
the other. If Cuba is going to reach its
34 per cent increase as a new peak for 1951,
they will have to get up to 10,057 publish-
ers for the year. Even with all the marvel-
ous increases going on in Cuba, this an-
nouncement made them really open their
eyes. Ten thousand and fifty-seven seemed
quite a distance away for the small group
of 7,800 publishers, but they are going
after it with all the zest and zeal and de-
termination they have, just as they handle
any other work that is given them to do.
They are trusting in the Lord that there
are many “other sheep” in the island who
need to be found and by His undeserved
kindness they are going to try to find them
and feed them and aid them in being pub-
lishers for the Kingdom.

At all three assemblies the same fine
spirit of co-operation and determination
to take care of the Kingdom interests was
well demonstrated. In Havana at the pub-
lie meeting there were 3,493, and 124 were
immersed. Two days later the public meet-
ing at Santa Clara showed there were 2,223
present, packing out the theater that was
used. At the immersion there they baptized
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74. At Holguin the theater they had ob-
tained was packed out with 2,142 and early
in the morning 76 were baptized. So,

the convention report of Cuba, it is indeed
a pleasure to report that 7,858 people at-
tended these gatherings with 274 being
baptized. This was the greatest assembly
of the Lord’ people for this island.

Traveling from one city to the other was
accomplished by plane or auto and it meant
keeping on the go constantly. It certainly
was good to hear the experiences, such as
that related by a schoolteacher. His wife
was not enthusiastic about his taking up
this “new religion”, but the more he stud-
ied the more he wanted to get out in the
work. Finally he decided to be a pioneer
in addition to taking care of his teaching
position. His wife insisted that he could not
do it because of his health, but after he
became a pioneer his health improved and
he gained over 30 pounds. Before many
months had passed the wife was publishing
too and entering into the same joy of the
Lord that he had. And so it goes with many
experiences from one end of Cuba to the
other.

To climax the whole convention spirit,
one of the brothers spoke on behalf of
Brother Knorr for ten minutes over radio
station RHC and its nationwide hookup,
telling the people of Cuba about the three
assemblies and the work accomplished by
Jehovah’s witnesses world-wide. Brother
Knorr was invited to make this speech in
Havana, but he could not return because
of appointments in Jamaica. He had to fly
from Camagiiey to Kingston on Friday.
Undoubtedly the three assemblies will aid
the publishers of the Kingdom greatly in
Theocracy’s increase in Cuba.

We reserve for our next issue the ac-
count of the trip on to Jamaica, and the
further preaching accomplished in the
beautiful islands of the West Indies.



AST August 15 the severest earth-
quake of the twentieth century, the
“biggest of the present generation”, the
“most drastic natural upheaval in a popu-
lated place that the world ever has known”,
was centered in northeastern India, As-
sam, Nepal and southern Tibet. So violent
was that quake that all seismographs
throughout the world joined the rhythm
in a wild and dizzy dance. Many were com-
pletely knocked out. The one at Istanbul,
Turkey, was broken, and at Boston Col-
lege, on the opposite side of the globe, the
seismograph ran right off the recording
paper. When the shock-wave reached Mil-
waukee, Wis., 11,000 miles away, the wa-
ter in a deep well set a new record by
jumping 54 inches. Radio and press serv-
ices flashed out the news, and the people
instinctively knew that once again a catas-
trophe of great magnitude had struck.
Somewhere beneath The Himalayas, the
world’s highest mountain range, there was
a slipping of the subterranean rock, which
inturn threw 30,000 square miles of earth’s
surface into convulsions. Some of the
rivers of the region disappeared; others
changed their courses. The Brahmaputra,
one of the greatest rivers in the world, put
on a strange and terrible act, as the tilting
and rocking of the land caused it first to
recede and then to rush down in mad fury.
At places it overflowed its banks and swept
across open country like an ocean. Its
tributary, the Subansiri, spread ruin

In One Place
After Another”

through 1,500 villages. Whole

mountains tumbled down, burying

villages and stopping up rivers in

the valleys below. Then when the
artificial lakes that were thus formed
burst through the earthen dams they
roared down the valleys, taking every-
thing with them: massive trees, mighty
jungles and all creatures in them. What a
frightful sight—the bodies of dead ele-
phants, tigers, monkeys and other wild-
life, as well as human victims—all borne
on the crest of the raging waters!

At other places great chasms opened up
and subterranean waters were added to
the peril. Granaries were destroyed, leav-
ing many areas threatened with starva-
tion. Fish by the thousands in the streams
were either buried in landslides of mud or
suffocated by sulphurous gases from the
earth’s fiery internal regions. Spouting
volcanoes reddened the skies for days as
they joined in this rebellion of nature,
which was rated as “one of the greatest
natural catastrophes” in Assam’s history.
It is almost unbelievable, but majestic
Mt. Everest, the highest peak in the world,
was literally raised up another 198 feet
in altitude!

All communications were completely cut
off. Roads and streams literally vanished
and large sections of railways were left
dangling in the air. Telephone and pow-
er lines over a great area were knocked
out. Panic broke out throughout northern
India and Burma, including Calcutta, and
thousands either ran screaming through
the streets in their terror or huddled to-
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gether in prayer to their demon gods. And
as nearly 200 tremors and aftershocks con-
tinued daily to rock the country for more
than a month, the lives and activity of the
already fear-stricken people were further
numbed.

Counting some of the cost, damage to
the tea plantations alone amounted to
$4,000,000. Thousands of houses were de-
stroyed, 50,000 head of cattle were Kkilled,
about 5,000 people lost their lives, and
5,000,000 others suffered from the month-
long series of quakes. But the tabulation
of such cold figures tells very little of the
pain and misery and woe wrought by these
superhuman earthshaking forces.

IS THERE AN EARTHQUAKE EPIDEMIC?

As the story continued to trickle out bit
by bit from the remote regions of The
Himalayas, reports of earthquakes from
other quarters of the world were heard.
On August 17 a sharp quake rocked islands
in the Philippines. Then on August 23 a
moderate shock was registered in lower
California, and on September 9 a strong
shock hit the northern part of Chile. Just
the year before, on August 5, 1949, Ecua-
dor suffered a tragedy similar to Assam’s,
in which it is estimated 9,000 were killed
and 20,000 were made homeless. Four of
Ecuador’s cities were demolished and the
staggering damage ran into millions of
dollars. The year before that other quakes
Killed 5,000 persons.

Earthquakes are not a modem scientific
invention or discovery, for ancient records
show that such events have occurred since
earliest times. Man’s oldest book, the Bi-
ble, tells of several quakes, in both the He-
brew and the Greek Scriptures. (Amos
1:1; Zech. 14:5; Isa. 29:1,6; 1 Ki. 19:11;
Matt. 27:54; 28:2; Acts 16:26) The pro-
fane writings of Aristotle, Pliny, Seneca,
and others, likewise mention such catas-
trophic events, and since their days many,
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many others have occurred. To list the
major ones:

Year Location Killed Year Location Killed
1703  Japan 200,000 1875  Venezuela 16,000
1737  India 300,000 1896  Japan 22,000
1755 Lisbon 50,000 1908 Italy 75,000
1783 Iltaly 50,000 1915 Italy 39,000
1797  Ecuador 41,000 1920  China 200,000
1822  Turkey 22,000 1923 Japan 43.000
1828  Japan 30.000 1927  China 100.000

Peru 25.000

These figures reveal some startling facts.
For example, it is very noticeable how few
and far between major quakes were prior
to World War | compared with the time-
table since. This point is corroborated by
the Jesuit Father Joseph Lynch of Ford-
ham University in his book Our Trembling
Earth (1940), for in showing how there
has been an *“alternation of storm and
calm” he lists (pp. 151, 152) only eleven
major quakes as occurring in 3,358 years
of Italian history, ending in 1908.

The relative number Killed is amazing
too. The Encyclopaedia Britannica (vol. 7,
p. 852,1940 edition), after giving the death
toll of major quakes prior to 1914, ob-
serves: “Figures such as these may be
exaggerated [especially the 18th century
figures], but there can be no mistaking
those for the Japanese earthquake of
1923.” Even then, if the exaggerated fig-
ures of past centuries are accepted at full
value, the above figures show the average
annual death rate was greatly accelerated
from and after 1914—from 4,000 killed per
year it leaped to 40,000! Death and horror
in concentrated form is mankind’s portion
since 1914.

AN IMPORTANT PART OF “THE SIGN”

By now you want to know what this
accelerated trend in earthquake frequency
has to do with 1914 and World War 1?
Well, the association of the two is not just
a coincidence. The timing of these mo-
mentous events was both foreseen and
foretold nearly 2,000 years ago. “Tell us,
When will these things be, and what will
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be the sign of your presence and of the
consummation of the system of things?”
(Matt. 24:3,
the disciples asked Jesus; and it was an
important one, too. Daniel the prophet had
already given a chronological timetable
showing that the consummation or the
“ending together” of all that pertained to
this present world would begin 2,520 years
after Jerusalem’s last king was dethroned
in 607 B.C., namely, in the fall of 1914.*
Consequently, in answering the question,
Jesus enlarged on that prophecy by telling
what events would happen as a visible
“sign” for all to see during that consum-
mation.

You can read the whole account in Mat-
thew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21, and as you
do take special note of what it says about
earthquakes. “For nation will rise against
nation and kingdom against kingdom
[global wars have occurred only since
1914], and there will be food shortages
[history’s worst shortages have come since
then] and earthquakes in one place after
another. All these things are a beginning
of pangs of distress.” (Matt. 24:7,8, NW)
Thus it was prophetically foretold that
earthquakes, not alone or independently,
but together with the other events men-
tioned, would constitute a visible sign
marking the consummation of the old
world and the nearness of the new.—2 Pet.
3:6,7,13.

So much for the prophecy. What are the
actual facts? No one can deny that 1914
ushered in a dreadful and crucial period
and one which continues to the present.
Global wars more ghastly in their magni-
tude and consequence than all the previ-
ous wars of history put together! Unsur-
passed food shortages! Pestilences and dis-
eases that even modem medicine cannot
cope with! World-wide moral and social

* For a detailed discussion see “Let God Be True”,
pages 243246~
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delinquency, and on every hand, on every
level of society, in every nation, fear, dis-

NW)This was the questiess and perplexity fill the minds and

hearts of the people with woe and sorrow!
Lumped together, Jesus declared, they
would constitute an undeniable sign
vided earthquakes were also present in
one place after another. So what are the
facts in this regard?

“IN ONE PLACE AFTER ANOTHER”

The accompanying tabulation of earth-
quakes since 1914 was taken from the
World Almanacs and the annual yearbooks
of the Americana, Britannica and Collier’s
encyclopedias, and include only those fig-
ures actually reported. They are by no
means complete, yet are sufficient to reveal
an indescribable picture of horror and suf-
fering. Just think of it, in this short period
of time more than 848,450 persons were
slaughtered, more than 577,876 were in-
jured, and 4,636,169 were made homeless.
Hundreds of cities were destroyed, thou-
sands of buildings were wrecked, and bil-
lions of dollars were lost in property dam-
age!

Compare this period with former times
and you will see there is nothing in man’s
previous miserable history to equal it. “In
2.000 years of recorded history, earth-
quakes have probably taken 10,000,000
lives,” so declared Robert K. Plumb in the
New York Times (August 20, 1950), un-
der the featured section, “Science in Re-
view.” This means the average annual
death toll for 1,965 years was less than
4,700, to compare with an average of more
than 24,200 killed annually for the last
35 years, since 1914. Or draw a compari-
son between the last and any other 35-year
period. Pick out the previous worst period,
the years including the quakes in 1703 and
1737, their exaggerated figures notwith-
standing. For that period the totcil of
500.000 killed is completely eclipsed by
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the nearly 70 per cent greater total dead
heaped up since 1914. And when it comes
to property damage, disrupted communi-
cations, suffering on a global scale, etc.,
due to quakes since World War |, there is
likewise nothing in past history to match
this period.

Do you know that these quakes here
listed since 1914 are only a very small
fraction of those that have occurred? “On
the average, there are probably about 150
large earthquakes a year.” ( Trembling
Earth, p. 3) “At the present time, instru-
mental records are being used to locate an
average of from 600 to 700 earthquakes
a year. Of these, from 50 to 100 may be
literally world shakers capable of causing
catastrophe if the luck of location places
a large center of population near at hand.”
( Causeof Catastrophe, by L. Don Leet,
1948, pp. 34, 36) Counting the smallest
tremors some scientists estimate there
are 1,000,000 quakes per year.

Science does observe a strange change in
the behavior of earthquakes since World
War I. Says the magazine Scientific Amer-
ican, September 1950: “Major quakes used
to occur in clusters, each period of activ-
ity being followed by a rest period. Thus
there was violent activity between 1904
and 1907 and then quiescence for 10 years,
except for two quakes in 1911 and 1912.
Four more active periods, separated by
quiet intervals, occurred between 1917 and
1948. But the periods of activity became
progressively shorter and closer together.
Since 1978 the pattern has entered a new
phase, with approximately one great quake
a  year Zltalics added.

The foretold sign is here, every part of
it, earthquakes included. It is a warning
that we are in the “last days”. There is
no question that Jehovah God can carry
out his declared purpose to shake the Dev-
il’spresent system of things until it is com-
pletely destroyed. Just think of the pow-

S&eWATCHTOWER,

Brooklyn, N. Y.

er at Jehovah’s command! A Hiroshima-
type atom bomb is equivalent to 20,000
tons of TNT, but “what”, asks the New
York Times, “is an atomic bomb compared
with the earth’s crust when it twitches
like a cow or a horse that wrinkles its
skin to rid itself of flies?” Why, do you
know, the Assam quake last summer
equaled the power of 1,100,000 atom bombs
or 1,100 theoretical hydrogen bombs! Yet,
that eruption is nothing in power to com-
pare with that which the Maker of the
atom will release at Armageddon when
He shakes terribly this whole earth.—Ps.
46; Isa. 2:19; Nah. 1:3-6; Hab. 3:6.

35 YEARS OF EARTHQUAKE SORROW

Year Killed Injured* Property Damage

1915 39,000 6 large cities razed

1917 2,500

1918 300 1,000 $34,125,000 loss

1919 5,372 400 .

1920 203,624 200 110 cities razed, 500 homeless

1921 14 300 10,000 homeless

1922 900 500 buildings destroyed

1923 149,912 2,000 2,030,000 homeless
$933,000,000 loss

1924 952 47 $15 000 000 loss

1925 1,021 1586 20,000 homeless
$90), 000 000 loss

1926 1,171 thousands 6238 bundln s destroyed
110,000 hom

1927 105,370 202 13,465 bulldmgs destroyed
$77,500,000 loss

1928 2,169 2,528 35,347 bUIIdlngs destroyed
295000 homeless

1929 3,183 100 10, 000 homeless
$5,050,000 loss

1930 11,782 228 7,941 bmldmgs destroyed

1931 2,912 2,580 ,;510 bmldllngs destroyed

0SS

1932 70,994 681 3,800 buildings destroyed
$2,200,000 loss

1933 1,942 815 14 villages, 7,930 buildings
and 1570 small boats de-
stroa/

1934 20,049 225 00 homeless

1935 66,771 $33,000,000 loss
250,000 homeless

1936 537 116 $500 000 loss

1937 38 hundreds

1938 48 200,000 homeles

1939 80,350 100,000 50,000 bqulngs destroyed
1.200.000 homeless

1940 1,738

1941 84 263

1942 11,009 2,000 $2 500,000 loss

1943 4,850 V|Ilages destroyed

1944 35,000 3,000 70 000 homeless
$2:000,000 loss

1945 4,000 40,000 homeless

1946 5,000 94'669 homeless
$20,000,000 loss

1947 639 1500 buildings destroyed

1948 5,172 16,000 55000 bUIIdmgs destroyed
$3 000, 00 loss

1949 9,611 20,605 6,000 homeless
$86 000,000 loss

Total 848,450 577,876 4,636,169 homeless

loss in billions of dollars

* An additional 423,000 injured casualties were re:
ported during this period of time. They are in the total.
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TEHOVAH is King in his temple. He is

immortal and will reign forever and
ever. What a comforting fact that is, since
Christendom s attempt to rule as king has
miserably failed and that religious system
is now dead in God’s sight! All further de-
pendence upon Christendom for good

stable government of the earth is foolish
and vain.

2The source of all rightful government
is the Universal Ruler, Jehovah God. Jesus
Christ taught his disciples to pray for His
government. At the time of its setting up
there must come a vision of the Supreme
Universal Ruler at his temple. This is made
plain to us in The Revelation. It points to
the year 1914 and says: “Loud voices oc-
curred in heaven [where the government
is established] saying: The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ, and he will rule as king
for ever and ever.' ” Faithful Christians are
picturedas responding to this all-important
event with the words: “We thank you, Je-
hovah God, the Almighty, the one who is
and who was, because you have taken your
great power and begun ruling as king. But
the nations became wrathful [so they did
7T 1

T According
ning to reign?

Kine? Why is this comforting?
TRvelation

ler\d ’*
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ero ? '«

*13y templesanctuary Of Qnri

in 1914], and your own wrath came, and
the appointed time ... to bring to ruin
those ruining the earth.” It is at his tern-
pie that he reigns. In ancient days he
reigned over his chosen people Israel, and
then his presence at the temple was sym-
bolized by the ark of his covenant. So now
that he has taken his power to reign over
earth as well as heaven, the vision of him
at his temple must follow. “And the tern-
pie sanctuary of Ged that is in heaven
was opened, and the ark of his covenant
was seen in his temple sanctuary. And
there occurred lightnings and voices and
thunders and an earthquake and a great
hail.”—Rev. 11:15-19, Ps. 99:1-3.
3Who now sees the temple vision? Isa-
iah’s prophecy, chapter 6, answers the
question for us. In 774 B.C. the prophet
had a vision and he pictured the class with-
in our generation who have had the temple
vision since A.D. 1914. It was lIsaiah who
uttered the words to God’s faithful people:
“Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and
my servant whom | have chosen.” Isaiah
himself was one of the witnesses of the
Most High God. He therefore prefigured
Jehovah’ anointed witnesses in this day.
(Isa. 43:10, AS) So let us examine the
facts concerning Isaiah’s temple vision and
compare the facts of today with them.

TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCES

*“In the year that King Uzziah died, |
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high

3. Who sees the temple vision, and how do we know

this? .
what follows his egiat marked the year when lsaiah saw the vision?
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and uplifted, with the skirts of his robe
filling the temple.” (Isa. 6:1, AT) Uzziah’s
death marks the year of the vision as
774 B.C. lIsrael’s human king who once
sat on the “throne of Jehovah” at Jerusa-
lem dies for lawlessly invading the temple,
but the real King is seen enthroned in his
temple. Uzziah died in a house separate
from the temple and royal palace, as a
man cursed by God with the fatal disease
of leprosy, while his son Jotham ruled for
him inside Jerusalem. (2 Chron. 26:21-23)
Thus the reign of Jehovah the true King
at the temple counterbalances the death
of the presumptuous king under divine
curse.

SReWATCHTOWER.
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Isaiah class existed in the first century
and that it partly fulfilled the prophecy
already nineteen centuries before our day.

6But the final fulfillment of lIsaiah’s
vision takes place upon the remnant of Je-
hovah’s anointed witnesses, the Isaiah
class of our time. It takes place after Jeho-
vah begem to reign in 1914 by enthroning
his Son Jesus Christ as King with an iron
rod to dash the nations of this world to
pieces at the coming battle of Armaged-
don. Later, in 1918, Jehovah appeared at
the temple by sending his King, the prom-
ised “messenger of the covenant”, there
to judge all those who profess to be of the
house of God. (Mai. 3:1; 1 Pet. 4:17) So

5 That year was not the year Isaiah waghe facts show that the temple vision oc-

called or consecrated to the prophetic serv-
ice. The five preceding chapters of his
prophecy show he was active as prophet
before that memorable year. The “days of
Uzziah” in which Isaiah prophesied must
have been days before, possibly years be-
fore his death, for Isaiah wrote records on
the reign of Uzziah. (2 Chron. 26:22) This
is likewise true of the modem Isaiah class
of whom a remnant exists today. The apos-
tie Paul wrote his letter to the Hebrews
about 61 (A.D.) and already then he
speaks of the lIsaiah class, at Hebrews
2:13,14. There he quotes lIsaiah’s words
at Isaiah 8:18, where the prophet says:
“Look! I and the young children whom
Jehovah gave me.” (
that Jesus became the head of this Isaiah
class by descending from heaven and be-
coming flesh and blood the same as these
God-given children, his followers, were. In
fact, the Christian Greek Scriptures apply
to Jesus and to his disciples of the first
century the commission which lIsaiah re-
ceived at the temple and which he record-
ed at Isaiah 6:9,10. This proves that the

5. Was_that the year lIsaiah was consecrated to the
prophetic office? What are the indications on this?

curred in 1919.

7What, then, in 1919 compares with
King Uzziah’s death? Uzziah was a king of
David’s line and built up great prosperity
in Israel during a long reign. God had in-
spired King David to say He would raise
up a ruler like ancient Melchizedek, the
king of Salem. Like Melchizedek, this rul-
er of David’s line would be a priest as well
as a king seated upon the “throne of Jeho-
vah”. He would be the Messiah or Christ,
through whom all people of the earth
would be blessed with a perfect govern-
ment. Uzziah, inflated with pride after
long prosperity, presumed now to add to
his regal office the duties of the high priest
as if he were of Melchizedek’s

f, Israel
Nwﬁﬁ@?@%%’@sumed to be the Messiah or

Christ, to whom Jehovah had sworn with
an oath in David’s prophecy, at Psalm
110:4: “Jehovah hath sworn, and will not
repent: Thou art a priest for ever after
the order of Melchizedek.” (AS) Uzziah
was thus worse than Korah and his 250
fellow rebels who challenged Moses and
Aaron and presumed to burn incense to
6. On whom does the final fulfillment of the vision
occur? When?

7. How did Uzziah come to be smitten with the plague
that killed him?
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Jehovah like the high priest and his sons,
for Korah and his men were of the tribe
of Levi, the same as Moses and Aaron.
(Num. 16:1-40; Ex. 30:1-10,34-38; Jude
11,12; Num. 18:7) So Jehovah struck Uz-
ziah with leprosy, and he could no longer
attend the temple or sit on the throne. The
prophecies mention an earthquake in Uz-
ziah’s days, but whether this occurred at
the time of his sacrilegious act we cannot
be sure.—Amos 1:1; Zech. 14:5; also
Josephus’ Antiquities of the book 9,
chapter 10, ff4.

8In like manner the religious clergy of
Christendom appeared to prosper in di-
vine favor up till A.D. 1914. That year the
times appointed for worldly nations to
dominate the earth ended. Then Jehovah
God took over his power to rule the earth
as King and installed his Son in the throne.
So the question arose, Who is the Messiah
to govern the earth? Who will fulfill the
blessed predictions concerning the Mes-
siah? The clergy of Christendom assumed
to play the Messiah’s role, for they reject-
ed the Kingdom message which the rem-
nant of Jehovah’ witnesses proclaimed.

9Catholicism and Protestantism claimed
to be in line for God’s kingdom. Their
clergy acted as religious rulers and claimed
to be the ones to establish the Kingdom
and to fulfill the prayer, “Thy kingdom
come,” by trying to convert the world to
Christ. In 1914 the nations of Christen-
dom engaged in global war for world dom-
ination. Christendom’s clergy sided in with
them. They made themselves the hand-
maids of the political rulers of this world
and not of the Christ enthroned in the
heavens. So they blessed the armies which
were really fighting against Messiah’s rule
of the earth. Toward the end of that first
world war the League of Nations was pro-

8. What class once prospered like Uzziah, and till
when?
9,10. (a) How did Protestantism assume to play the

Messiah? (b) How did Catholicism?
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posed and early in 1919 the Federal Coun-
cil of Churches of Christ in America issued
this statement: “The time has come to
organize the world for truth, right, justice
and humanity. To this end as Christians
we urge the establishment of a League of
Free Nations at the coming Peace Confer-
ence. Such a League is not merely a peace
expedient; it is rather the political expres-
sion of the kingdom of God on earth. The
League of Nations is rooted in the gospel.
Like the gospel, its objective is Peace on
earth, good will toward men.’ Like the gos-
pel, its appeal is universal. The heroic dead
will have died in vain unless out of victory
shall come a new heaven and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness.—2 Peter
3:13. The church can give a spirit of good-
will, without which no League of Nations
can endure.”

100n Catholicism’ side, the then pope
of Rome tried to use the German emperor
and his military machine as the “sword of
the church” to pave the way for restoring
the Holy Roman Empire. In furtherance of
his own Messianic ambitions, the pope in
1929 closed a deal with the Fascist dictator
Mussolini whereby temporal power on
earth was restored to the pope and Vatican
City was created as a political state. Had
the pope appreciated that Jehovah God was
now reigning by his true Messiah since
1914, he would not have gone in for tern-
poral power. He would have linked him-
self up with the reigning Messiah instead
of with worldly political rulers. In view of
the pope’s leaning to the Teutonic Allies in
World War | the Treaty of London was
signed by Great Britain, France, Russia
and Italy in 1915, debarring the pope from
any diplomatic action in regard to peace
or questions arising from the war.

1 Having reached the height of her pros-

perity in 1914, for she has never been pros-

11, 12. So what did the clergy now assume to offer to
God, and how?
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perous since, Christendom’ clergy pre-
sumed to offer up incense to God at his
temple. Jehovah’s witnesses then acted
like high priest Azariah and his eighty
priests who resisted King Uzziah’s bias-
phemous act and who drove him out of
the temple after he was smitten. So Je-
hovah’s witnesses pointed to God’ king-
dom by his true Messiah and protested
against the course of the clergy and
showed from the Scriptures that it was
spiritual harlotry. The clergy conspired to
kill this remnant of God’s “royal priest-
hood” and to assume the functions of such
a priesthood themselves. (1 Pet. 2:9) By
using world war to suppress the witness
which was being given to the Kingdom by
the remnant, the clergy killed Jehovah’s
“two witnesses” in fulfillment of Revela-
tion 11:3-10. They used the war beast, not
a peace beast, to try to clear the Kingdom
witnesses out of the way. (Rev. 11:7;
13:1-3) Like the rich man in Jesus’ para-
ble, the clergy class wore royal purple and
now they tried to display their priestly
linen of self-righteousness, amid all their
worldly prosperity. (Luke 16:19-31) But
in assuming to offer incense to God at his
temple, they were not like the apostle Paul
who offered the true incense properly.

12Paul wrote: “God . . . always leads
us in a triumphal procession in company
with the Christ and makes the odor of the
knowledge of him perceptible through us
in every place! For to God we are a sweet
odor of Christ among those who are being
saved and among those who are perishing;
to the latter ones an odor issuing from
death to death, to the former ones an odor
issuing from life to life. And who is ade-
quately qualified for these things? We are;
for we are not peddlers of the word of
God as many men are, but as out of sin-
cerity, yes, as sent from God, under God’s
view, in company with Christ, we are
speaking.” (2 Cor. 2:14-17, The
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clergy offered incense, not of the knowl-
edge of Jehovah and his kingdom by
Christ, but of propaganda filled with world-
ly politics and promising Messianic bless-
ings through an alliance of nations.

BFor this the plague of God has come
upon them. They are shown to be cursed
and doomed to a disgraceful death. In Is-
rael leprous King Uzziah was driven out
of the temple by faithful Azariah and his
eighty priests. Like the rich man in Jesus’
parable he died to his privileges and was
subjected to torments. Like the great
chasm barring the rich man from Abra-
ham’s bosom, King Uzziah’s plague barred
him from the holy temple and the royal
“throne of Jehovah”.* In 1918 the clergy
of Christendom succeeded in killing Jeho-
vah’s “two witnesses” at the climax of
World War I. Because of such a flagrant
act of contempt for God’s kingdom by
Christ they were smitten with a death-
dealing spiritual plague from God. They
betrayed themselves to be unclean in his
sight, spiritual adulteresses with this
world, and hence enemies of God. They
have ever since stayed in this accursed
state. They have been rejected from God’
service at his temple and have no soimd
hopes of a place in the heavenly kingdom
with Christ Jesus.—Jas. 4:4; 2 Cor.
6:14-18.

EFFECT OF THE VISION

14Just as foretold in Revelation 11:11,
12. the anointed remnant of Jehovah’ wit-
nesses were revived from the death state
into which the enemy had forced them.
God did not let them be destroyed during
World War I. He revived them by his
spirit in 1919. But the religious clergy died
as to God’s true service, like the rich man

* See the articles on the parable of the rich man and
Lazarus in_ The Watchtower of February 15 and
March 1, 1951.

13. Since when have they been smitten and tormented
like Uzziah? How? )

14. When and how did they die? But how were the
remnant then favored?
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in Ha'des. It was then that the remnant
caught the vision of the postwar service
for God at his temple. lIsaiah, picturing
them, said: “I saw the Lord* sitting upon
a throne, high and lifted up; and his train
filled the temple.” (Isa. 6:1, AS) As a
comparison of Bible prophecy with histor-
ical facts shows, Jehovah God as repre-
sented by his Messenger of the covenant,
his King, came to the temple in 1918. That
was therefore “the appointed time for the
judgment to start with the house of God”.
(1 Pet. 4:17, NW )Hence the
well as Christendom which professes to be
God’s house were brought to the temple.
But Christendom did not get the vision;
she was disclosed to be leprous because of
her sin of rebellion against the Kingdom.
As for the anointed remnant, they dis-
cerned with greater appreciation that Je-
hovah God was now reigning by his en-
throned King Jesus Christ. The wrath of
the nations which they vented in waging
World War | and in persecuting the wit-
nesses of God’s kingdom was proof of that
fact. Sothey appreciated it was now a time
of judgment for them. “Jehovah is in his
holy temple; Jehovah, his throne is in
heaven; his eyes behold, his eyelids try,
the children of men.” (Ps. 11:4, AS) His
high and uplifted throne indicates that he
is the Supreme Authority of the universe,
the rightful Sovereign and Judge of all
creatures.

Blsaiah describes the vision of Jehovah
throning at his temple: “Over him stood
seraphim, each having six wings, with two
of which he covered his face, with two he
covered his loins, and with two he hovered
in flight.” (Isa. 6:2, AT) It being a time

*Some 105 Hebrew manuscripts read Jehovah at this
verse instead of Adonai’. This is one of the 134 places
where the Hebrew Sopherim changed the name Jehovah
in the primitive text to read Aaonai’ My Lordp lest
Isaiah snould be said to have seen Jehovah God.

15. By whom was he attended at the temple? How was
this most fitting?
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of judgment, it was very fitting that Jeho-
vah should be attended by seraphim, for
the name of these spirit creatures means
“fiery ones; burning ones”. This quality
about them reflects that “Jehovah thy
God is a devouring fire, a jealous God”,
that is, toward his enemies. (Deut. 4:24,
AS; 9:3; Heb. 12:29) Execution of his
judgment as by fire as well as the cleansing
of his faithful remnant as by fire was at
hand. The seraphim were most respectful
of Jehovah’s person. Keenly sensing his

retmofiapgsashey covered their faces and lower
limbs with their wings, just as officials in
the most dignified Oriental court in an-
cient times would do in the king’s presence.
Because of their closeness to the Sovereign
of the universe they were all the more self-
effacing in order not to distract from his
personal glory. But here Isaiah, a creature
lower than the angels, was beholding with
wide-open eyes the sight of the Most High
God. It is now a solemn thought for us to
reflect that Jehovah God is at his temple
of judgment attended by these fiery sera-
phim. It is a most dignified, solemn, awe-
some circumstance.

B “And one cried unto another,
said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts:
the whole earth is full of his glory.” (lsa.
6:3, AS) In thus continually crying out
this refrain on God’s holiness, these sera-
phim match the four living creatures
whom John saw in his vision of Jehovah
on the celestial throne. “And as for these
four living creatures, each one of them
respectively has six wings; round about
and underneath they are full of eyes. And
they have no rest day and night as they
say: ‘Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah God, the
Almighty, who was and who is and who is
coming.”” (Rev. 4:1-8, Their saying
“holy” three times makes this quality very
emphatic. It shows that the Almighty God
is inherently devoted to righteousness, in-

16. What is the import of what the seraphim are saying?

and
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capable of doing anything wrong. This holy
guality vindicates him against all the false
charges that Satan the Devil has leveled
at Jehovah God. For this reason his tern-
pie must be a clean, holy place and those
who want to serve him there must also be
holy in a godlike devotion to what is right,
pure and good. That is why, too, the earth
over which He has taken his great power
to reign by Christ must be made a holy
place. The earth is his footstool, and it
will be made glorious, for it was with pro-
phetic import that the seraphim kept call-
ing to one another, “The whole earth is
full of his glory.”

afre WATCHTOWER,
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inhabitants will not hurt or destroy one
another, as they do now in this unholy
world. (Isa. 11:9, AS) Already amid the
gloom of this world Jehovah’s witnesses
are catching up his glory light from the
temple and are reflecting the glorious
knowledge of God to the people who are
sitting in darkness and longing for light.
—2 Cor. 3:18; 4:6, NW.

CLEANSING OF LIP

18The proclamation of the holiness of
the God of the righteous new world is very
powerful. It causes a shaking, disturbing
the self-complacency of creatures who trust

7 That refrain is what the seraphim ardn their own righteousness. With the proc-

now saying at the temple. So this unholy
world cannot go on forever. Jehovah is of
purer eyes than to view with approval the
hypocritical religiousness of Christendom.
His holiness distinguishes him from the
false gods of the worldly nations. ‘The
worldliness of Satan’s dominion cannot
touch and soil him. For more than 230
times in Scripture he is called “Jehovah of
hosts”. His mighty hosts are like him in
their heartfelt devotion to righteousness,
so that he can well use them in executing
his judgments against all unrighteousness
of this world. Not yet is our earth full of
his glory, but it will be full of it as a result
of the oncoming “war of the great day of
God the Almighty”. As he said to Moses:
“All the earth shall be filled with the glory
of Jehovah.” (Rev. 16:14-16, Num.
14:21, AS) His majestic splendor will be
everywhere throughout the earth, and all
the living will know he is King. “For the
earth shall be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of Jehovah, as the waters cover
the sea. But Jehovabh is in his holy temple:
let all the earth keep silence before him.”
(Hab. 2:14, 20, AS) One of the grand re-
suits of this knowledge will be that earth’s

17. How will earth be filled with his glory? With what
result?

lamation of the seraphim intoning in his
ears the prophet Isaiah says: “And the
foundations of the thresholds shook at the
voice of him that cried, and the house was
filled with smoke.” (lsa. 6:4, AS) This
would unsettle any who stepped over the
threshold to approach God. It would make
them concerned about their heart condi-
tion. Happily for us, we have a forerunner
who has entered into the great temple of
God for us, namely, Christ Jesus, the great
Priest-King after the likeness of Melchize-
dek. (Heb. 6:19, 20) The righteousness of
his sacrifice makes up for our inborn im-
perfections and sinfulness. Yet we must
search our hearts, to see that they are holy
in their devotion to truth and righteous-
ness. Those of the house of God must es-
pecially do so.

19 The filling of the house or temple with

smoke denotes the presence of the living
God there with a glory to which human
creatures cannot approach. It is as when
Moses set up the tabernacle of worship in
the wilderness at Mount Sinai: “then the
cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the
glory of Jehovah filled the tabernacle.”
Centuries afterward when King Solomon
18. What effect does proclaiming God's holiness have?

19. What does the filling of the house with smoke
denote ?
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dedicated the temple at Jerusalem and the
priests brought the ark of the covenant in-
to the Most Holy, “the cloud filled the
house of Jehovah, so that the priests could
not stand to minister by reason of the
cloud; for the glory of Jehovah filled the
house of Jehovah.” (Ex. 40:34,35, AS;
1 Ki. 8:10,11, AS) Later the apostle John
got a foreview of our own time and saw the
temple sanctuary in heaven and seven
angels come out with seven plagues of
judgment to be poured out upon mankind
after 1918 (A.D.). He tells what happened:
“And the sanctuary became filled with
smoke because of the glory of God and
because of his power, and no one was able
to enter into the sanctuary until the seven
plagues of the seven angels were finished.”
(Rev. 15:5-8, NW) Assuredly this is a God
who will shortly make even the scientists
of this electronic age with all their atomic
release of power stand in awe of his glori-
ous judgments. Let us never forget that he
is at the temple for judgment proceedings.
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dumb; lost; destroyed]; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine
eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.”
—Isa. 6:5, AS.

21A realization of his natural condition
swept over Isaiah. He felt he was now to be
destroyed for his unworthy condition. In
the case of the remnant in 1919, they did
not feel now too sure of their saved condi-
tion, of having ,made the calling and choos-
ing of them firm’. They were not yet ready
to “go home” to heavenly glory, but yet
had a work to do in which to prove their
faithfulness. They might have been de-
stroyed in that crucial year, if Jehovah had
not shortened the days of world tribulation
for the sake of his chosen ones but had
carried the war begun in heaven against
Satan’s organization straight through to
its complete destruction.

Zlsaiah 12:1 indicates Jehovah was an-
gry with the remnant of his witnesses for
their fear and failure during World War .

D  For Isaiah of old, it was as if he wer&0 had he acted on his displeasure it might

Israel’s high priest and seeing past the
inner curtain of the temple and beholding
the glory of God. Isaiah was privileged to
see this that it might impress him and
make him feel his lowly condition in God’s
sight. So the opening of the eyes of under-
standing of the remnant of the Isaiah class
in this generation to behold corresponding
things was likewise meant to impress them
with how far short they come of the divine
glory. But for gazing with his eyes on such
a glorious sight in the Most Holy of God’s
temple was lIsaiah smitten with a lethal
plague as Uzziah was? No; even though
he was not a priest of the tribe of Levi.
He had come upon this vision, not by pre-
sumptuousness, but because of a faithful
heart. The effect of it he tells us: “Then
said I, Woe is me! for | am undone [or,

20. What was the purpose of letting Isaiah see this?
What was its effect?

have been disastrous for them. They were
of “unclean lips” like Isaiah. “The fear of
Jehovah is clean” (Ps. 19:9, AS); but they
had let fear of man and of human organiza-
tions affect their lips and silence their mes-
sage to a large extent. They were not exalt-
ing the holiness of Jehovah or filling the
whole earth with the knowledge of his
glory, as the seraphim were doing. The
remnant dwelt mainly in Christendom,
which, though professing to be God’
house, was of unclean, hypocritical lips.
Through contact with her the remnant
had many soils and were infected with
many of her traditions and practices even
yet. On this basis the remnant of God’s
chosen ones might have been destroyed
with the world at that time when judgment
began at God’s house. But his shortening
21, 22. (a) What did lsaiah feel in danger of and wh

?
(b) Correspondingly, how did the remnant feel? Wﬁy
were they in danger?
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of the days of tribulation upon Satan’s
organization made for their being spared
and also for all the other sheep to be spared
who have since then been gathered to the
fold of the Right Shepherd.—Matt. 24:21,
22; John 10:16, NW.

23The fact that Jehovah’s kingdom is
set up is what makes the situation so
serious for the Isaiah class. The fact of its
establishment had to be impressed upon
them and then their obligations be made
forcefully clear to them. This is indicated
by Isaiah’ cry of dismay: “For mine eyes
have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.” The
leprous king of lIsrael died, but here the
holy, living King of all the earth was on
his throne at his temple of judgment. So it
is not a time to mourn over the dead King
Uzziah or his modem counterpart. It is a
time to worship, serve and announce the
real, living King, attended by his hosts of
seraphim, cherubim and angels. It is a
time to say: “Praise Jah, you people, be-
cause Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has
begun to rule as king.” (Rev. 19:6, NW)
The government of earth belongs, not to
man, but to Jehovah God, and he reigns
in holiness. Earth’s domination is a part of
the issue of universal sovereignty. This is-
sue now faces all mankind, and the rem-
nant were made to see that this was the
paramount issue. Since it is at the temple
that Jehovah makes his appearance as
King, it shows that he is concerned about
pure worship of the true God. The King
is God, and God is the King. Hence his is a
theocratic kingdom and is the only right-
ful government for all mem. His govern-
ment must enforce true worship on the
earth.

MEANS OF CLEANSING

2AGratefully we acknowledge today how

23. What issue was meant to be impressed upon the
beholder of the vision? Because the vision is at the
temple, what does it indicate?

24, What body members needed cleansing? Why was
stress laid on them?
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the cleansing of the modern Isaiah class
was performed by Jehovah’s undeserved
kindness. “Then flew one of the seraphim
unto me, having a live coal in his hand,
which he had taken with the tongs from off
the altar: and he touched my mouth with
it, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips;
and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy
sin forgiven.” (lsa. 6:6,7, For the
Isaiah class to be restored to the favor of
the King their lips had to be cleansed. “He
that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace
of his lips the king will be his friend.”
(Prov. 22:11, AS) The message those lips
spoke must be pure, uncompromising, free
from fear of men and religious traditions
and human philosophies and selfish eulo-
gies of men. It was necessary for God to
fulfill his promise to “turn to the peoples
a pure language [literally, a pure lip], that
they may all call upon the name of Jeho-
vah, to serve him with one consent”.
(Zeph. 3:9, AS) They were to be witnesses
of Jehovah as Universal Sovereign and so
must offer to him the “sacrifice of praise,
that is, the fruit of lips which make public
declaration to his name”. (Heb. 13:15,
NW) The need of preachers, ambassadors,
prophets, proclaimers was involved here.
That is why stress was laid on the condi-
tion of the lips. At that time most of the
remnant were volunteering to distribute
free Bible tracts, several hundred were
full-time pioneer publishers, the elective
elders of congregations were mainly the
public speakers, and many were mere meet-
ing attenders. But now all must be active
witnesses with their lips clean from fear.

Blsaiah’s vision shows that our cleans-
ing was not by human means, but was by
seraphic or superhuman means. Humans,
themselves unclean, could not accomplish
the needed cleansing. Jehovah’s use of the
seraph reminds us of how, when Lazarus

25. How was the cleansing effected, and why with ap”
propriate means?
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in the parable died to his beggar condition,
the angels carried him to the bosom posi-
tion of Abraham. The golden tongs which
the seraph used to pick up the red-hot
stone or live coal were from the golden
lampstand in the holy compartment of the
temple. (1 Ki. 7:49; 2 Chron. 4:21; Ex.
25:38; 37:23; Num. 4:9) So they were
part of the equipment of illumination. To
cleanse our lips concerning what they say
and how they say it there must be spiritual
enlightenment, as symbolized by the golden
lampstand. The live coal which was applied
to the lips was from no ordinary fire, but
was from the fire under the altar of sacri-
fice in the temple court, which fire was not
to be let go out. (Lev. 6:12,13) The altar
represents Christ’s sacrifice. So the live
coal came from the right place to purge
the lips as by fire. It pictured the cleansing
message, which destroys the traditions and
precepts of men and imparts fearlessness,
zeal, so that the Kingdom message becomes
a burning fire within one’s bones. Said
Jesus: “You are already clean because of
the word which | have spoken to you.”
(John 15:3,
this that, when Jehovah commissioned
Jeremiah as his prophet, he put out his
hand and touched Jeremiah’s lips and said
to him: “Behold, | have put my words in
thy mouth.”—Jer. 1:9, AS; Isa. 51:16.
26Any uncleanness of lip in these days
following 1914 when Jehovah began to rule
as King is wrong and is a sin. Hence when

26. What was the remnant’s sin, how was it covered,
and for what purpose was their cleansing?
-3
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the seraph touched Isaiah’s lips with the
red-hot coal he said: “Lo, this hath touched
thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away,
and thy sin forgiven.” (AS) Or, as Rother-
ham’s translation brings out more fully the
sense of the seraph’s words, “And thy sin
[shall] by propitiation be covered.” The sin
of the remnant was covered by the propitia-
tory sacrifice of Jesus, represented by the
altar from which the seraph took the red-
hot coal. So instead of being struck with a
death-dealing curse like presumptuous
King Uzziah, the remnant were graciously
forgiven through Christ because of their
repentance and were not destroyed. The
cleansing of their lips was not a prepara-
tion of them to go home at once to heaven.
It was a preparation of them for earthly
service at a most critical time in human
history. So they were preserved to use their
cleansed lips with freeness of speech in this
day of judgment.—1 John 4:17,18,

Z’How grateful we can be for this cleans-
ing! It has made us different from all of
Christendom, which grows worse and
worse in uncleanness of lip. We must never

NW)It is in harmsufyemdtielapse, by yielding to fear of crea-

tures again, but must go on to perfection
of knowledge, faith, ability for service.
Our one-time “iniquity” or wrongness has
been taken away by God’s royal message
for this “time of the end”, for it has acted
as a corrective of what we think and say.
This is the blessed effect of our vision of
him at his temple and of our humbling
ourselves before his glorious face.

27. So what must be the remnant’s course henceforth?

Know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with
will be here. For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of

money,

self-assuming, haughty,

blasphemers, disobedient to

parents, without gratitude, with no loving-kindness, having no
natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers,
without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, be-
trafyers, headstrong, E]uffed up with self-esteem, lovers
0

pleasures rather t

an lovers of God, having a form

of godly devotion but proving false to its power;
and from these turn away—2 Tim. 3:157 NW.



HEREAS the “appointed times of

the nations” ended in 1914, it is

now 37 years that we have been in the
“time of the end” of Satan’s world. (Dan.
12:4; 11:40) During all this time Jeho-
vah’s witnesses have become increasingly
active and prominent. Why? Who com-
missioned them and gave them their mes-
sage? Has their witness accomplished its
purpose after all these years? Or must it
be classed as a failure? All this was an-
swered in Isaiah’s vision at the temple. It
was after he had been cleansed of his
unclean-lip condition that he heard a call
to service, not from human sources, but
from divine. “And | heard the voice of
the Lord,* saying, Whom shall | send, and
who will go for us?” (Isa. 6:8, AS) It was
a call from the Most High God, whose
name alone is Jehovah. The call came in
1919, the first postwar year following
World War I, and it came through the Bi-
ble which Jehovah at his temple was mak-
ing understandable to his devoted people.
2The call was rendered specially sharp
in the two-part article in The Watchtower
of August 1 and 15,1919, entitled “Blessed
Are the Fearless”.! It was sounded with
still more emphasis at the international

* Another of the 134 cases where the Sopherim altered
the primitive Hebrew text to read Adonai’, My Lord,
instead of Jehovah. Of the old Hebrew manuscripts
collected, 44 by Kennicott and 46 bF¥ DeRossi here Tead
Jehovah. Also “see the footnote of Rotherham's transla-
ion.

t The Au%ust 15, 1919, issue contained also the arti-
cle “Opportunities’ for Service" (pages 2502537).
1, 2. (a) What questions concerning Jehovah’s witnesses
does the temple vision answer? (b) When did the call
to service come? How?
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assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses at Cedar
Point, Ohio, September 1-8, 1919. The in-
vitation to service from Jehovah at his
temple was given as a general call, and the
opportunity was opened for anyone who
heard to respond. Like Isaiah, the remnant
were free to respond in 1919. Just why the
religious clergy of Christendom failed to
see the vision, hear the divine invitation
to service, and respond, lIsaiah’s vision
makes very clear.

3“Whom shall | send?” It is Jehovah
that asks this, because he is the One that
does the sending of his witnesses and am-
bassadors. He was the One that sent Jesus
his Son to this earth to prove himself “the
faithful and true witness”. On many oc-
casions Jesus testified to his being sent.
(John 3:17,34; 5:36; 7:28,29; 8:42) So
Jehovah the Sender was greater than Jesus
the one sent forth. (John 13:16; 14:28)
Isaiah of old had children. Jesus is the
Greater Isaiah to whom Jehovah has given
children, namely, his anointed followers,
and these, too, Jehovah sends forth to
preach and bear witness. To carry the
genuine divine message to others they must
be sent or commissioned by Jehovah. Hence
Paul, who was one of those sent, asks:
“How, in turn, will they hear without
someone to preach? How, in turn, will they
preach unless they have been sent forth?”
(Rom. 10:14,15, NW) Without the ordina-
tion with which the Most High God sends
his representatives a person does not come

3. “Whom shall 1 send?' Who asks this, and why?
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in God’s name. But being sent by God’s
authorization he does not have to ask per-
mission from anyone to preach.

4Jehovah links someone else up with
him at the temple when he adds: “And
who will go for us?” The pronoun “us”
here includes the same ones as are meant
when God spoke at creation and said: “Let
us make man.” Also: “The man is become
as one of us.” And at Babel: “Let us go
down, and there confound their language.”
(Gen. 1:26; 3:22; 11:7) So by the plural
pronoun “us” Jehovah was meaning, not
himself and the seraphim at the temple,
but himself and his only-begotten Son who
became the man Christ Jesus and by whom
He had created all things. Hence the glory
which Isaiah saw at the temple represent-
ed primarily the glory of Jehovah and sec-
ondarily that of his Son. This glory the
Son shows forth when Jehovah sends him
as His “messenger of the covenant” to the
temple for judgment work. As it is written:
“The Lord, whom ye seek, will suddenly
come to his temple; and the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye desire, behold, he
cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. And he
will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi, and
refine them as gold and silver; and they
shall offer unto Jehovah offerings in right-
eousness.” (Mai. 3:1,3, AS) At his glorious
coming to the temple in 1918 he took up
the work of judging and cleansing his de-
voted remnant upon the earth, that these
might go for him and for Jehovah with the
“pure language”.

5The service is not forced upon anyone,
but is open for volunteers. The type of
service is not disclosed at first, but what-
ever it turns out to be, it is Jehovah’
service and is at his ordination. As a proper

example to us lIsaiah responded: “Then
4. Who are meant by “us” in his words, “Who will
o for us”? W'hK? . .

. How did lIsaiah respond? Who responded like him?
When? Why?
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said I, Here am I; send me.” (Isa. 6:8) So,
too, in 1919, the “faithful and discreet
slave” class volunteered their service. It
was then a case of acting dead to divine
service, like the leprous King Uzziah, or of
rousing oneself to activity and answering
the invitation and being sent. It took faith,
love and courage to answer the divine call
to service in this world’s “time of the end”.
As lIsaiah with lips cleansed felt qualified
to respond, so the cleansed, forgiven rera-
nant felt qualified and humbly offered their
services.—Matt. 24:45-47, NW.

“GO, AND TELL THIS PEOPLE”

«Did Jehovah turn down the volunteers
for this final witness to the world because
they were not ordained by the clergy of
Christendom? Not if judged by his ready
acceptance of Isaiah’s services. He did not
ask whether Isaiah was a priest, a Levite,
a single or a married man, a schooled man
or a common laboring man. He let him
hear the open invitation and then respond
with appreciation of his purification for
God’s use. Likewise he accepted the volun-
tary services of the remnant now purified
with the Kingdom message. The facts to
date show he has wondrously used them as
his anointed witnesses to the nations, so
that all the world marvels at them, even
though it hates and persecutes them.

7 Check now with your own observations

and see whether they have done what
Isaiah was commissioned to do: “And he
said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye in-
deed, but understand not; and see ye in-
deed, but perceive not. Make the heart of
this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and under-
stand with their heart, and turn again, and
be healed.”—Isa. 6:9,10,

6. Did God require them to be ordained by clergy?
What shows whether? L

7, 8. What were they commissioned to do? How do they
rightly do this?
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8 Isaiah was sent to the people, that ispeople has grown thick, and with their

the people of Israel. To go he must get
away from home, wife and family, al-
though one instance is reported of where
he took his son Shear-jashub along at God’s
command. (Isa. 7:3) The divine service
had a claim higher than family obligations.
And so as he could arrange his domestic
affairs he would leave his home and go to
the people and tell them what God told him
to tell. He built up a company of disciples
or pupils. (Isa. 8:16) The people were not
sent for, but God sent his spokesman to
them. The Greater Isaiah and his disciples,
that is, Jesus and his apostles, showed that
it is the right way for those sent by God to
go to the homes of the people. So the Isaiah
class remnant today do not stand on invi-
tation by the people, nor are they sought
out by the people of Israel’s modem coun-
terpart, Christendom. Jehovah takes the
initiative and sends and commands them to
go to the people. Since they are under a
vow of dedication to him and since they
have volunteered, they must go, and the
authorities of Christendom have no right
to stop them.

9What Isaiah was here told to tell the
people was not really the content of his
message but was to be the effect of it. What
he actually told them is contained in the
remaining sixty chapters of his prophecy.
The Greater Isaiah, Jesus Christ, applied
to himself what Isaiah was here told to
tell. Explaining why he talked to the peo-
pie in parables of the Kingdom, Jesus in-
formed his disciples: “Looking, they look
in vain, and hearing, they hear in vain,
neither do they get the sense of it; and
toward them the prophecy of Isaiah is
having fulfillment which says: By hear-
ing, you will hear but by no means get the
sense of it; and, looking, you will look but
by no means see. For the heart of this
9. Did what lIsaiah was told to say contain the gist

of the message, or show what? What recording of
it shows its importance?

ears they have heard with annoyance, and
they have shut their eyes; that they might
never see with their eyes and hear with
their ears and get the sense of it with their
hearts and turn back, and | heal them.”
(Matt. 13:13-15, NW) One of Jesus’ apos-
ties, Paul, applied this same prophecy to
himself to show how it foretold the effect
of his work upon the people of natural
Israel. (Acts 28:25-28) The fact is, this
commission to Isaiah is quoted six times in
the Christian Greek Scriptures. So all to-
gether it occurs seven times in the entire
Bible, which makes it a significant state-
ment of prophecy for our own day.—Matt.
13:14,15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; Acts
28:25-27; Rom. 11:8; John 12:39, 40.*

* At John 12:39 the apostle quotes Isaiah’s

. L pr,pPhec
in_connection with b]esus work and then adds: S

aia

said these things because he saw his glory, and he
spoke about him.” (NW) The trinitarian ciergy say
at _this proves the doctrine of the trinity and that

t
the Jehovah whom _Isaiah saw in glory in ‘the temple
was the prehuman Jesus, the Word of God. But this Is
a hasty conclusion on their part, as appears from John's
full account, which we here quote: esus_spoke these
things and went off and hid from them. But although
he had performed so many signs before them, they
were not putting faith in “him,; so that the word of
Isajah £|53:1]n the” prophet was fulfilled which he said:
‘Jehovah, who has believed our report, and to whom
has the arm of Jehovah been revealed?” The reason
Whi/ they were not able to believe is that again Isaiah
t[ﬁ:'o] sald: ‘He has blinded their eyes and he has made
eir” hearts hard, that they should not see with their
eyes and get the thought ‘with their hearts and turn
around and 1 should heal them. lIsaiah said these things
because he saw_his glory, and he spoke about him:
—John 12:3641°, NW.

What “things” did Isaiah say  “because he saw _his
lory”? Well,” John quotes Isaiah here twice, first
quoting lIsaiah 53:1 concerning the “arm of Jehovah”
and then quoting Isaiah 6:10 concerning the temple
vision. At Isaiah 53:1 the “arm of Jehovah” is Christ
Jesus. At Isaiah 6:10 the speaker at the temple is Jeho~
vah, but_he includes his Son with him when he says:
o will go for us?” that is, for me and my Son.
hus w seeh that the prehuman Jesus was associated
with  Jehovah in his glory at the temple, an ence
John could rl%htly saK Isaiah here saw his glory and
spoke about him; *“the arm of Jehovah,” “Certainly
Jesus the Greater lIsaiah, had not sent himself, but
Jehovah at the temple did so, for John here applies
Isaiah 6:10 to Jesus as the Sent One toward whom this
prophecy was first fulfilled, after Jesus had ridden
into Jerusalem and offered himself as King and had
cleansed the temple. At that time Jesus was. not in
“his glory”, but the Jewish leaders had vilified him
and had conspired to kill him.

The same was true. where Matthew 13:14, 15 applies
Isaiah’'s prophecy to Jesus, for there, too, the religious
leaders_had formed _a conspiracy to destrq%/ him. att.
12:14; John 11:57) The glory of Jesus with his Father
at the temple comes at the” final and complete_fulfill-
ment of Malachi 3:14" in the year 1918, when Jehovah
sends him as_his Messenger of the covenant to judge
and purify His consecrated Peo le. Especially sinCe his
resurrection, Jesus is the reflection of Jehovah's glory.
—Heb. 1:2, 3; 2 Cor. 4:6.

Also see page 215, fl 4.
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101f, after these 31 years since 1919,
Jehovah’s witnesses have not succeeded in
winning Christendom to their side, they
are not to be blamed and their work is not
to be summed up as a failure. In the first
century Jesus and his disciples did not win
the people of Israel to Christianity; they
won only a small percentage, a few thou-
sand. But this does not spell failure for
their work, but spells rather the exact ful-
fillment of lIsaiah’ prophecy. Jehovah’s
words at the temple sound as if his witness-
es must command the people not to under-
stand what they hear and not to perceive
what they see; and as if his witnesses are
commanded to make the people’s hearts
fat, make their ears heavy and shut up or
besmear their eyes. But Jehovah does not
force the people this way; otherwise, he
would be responsible for their dire fate.
He merely makes the people hear and see
his witnesses in action. Then by his proph-
ecy he foretells the effect of it upon the
people or how they will not respond favor-
ably. In support, see how Matthew 13:14,
15 quotes it. (Page 216, ff 9)
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means! Nor millions! Failure this? No! But
surely cause for discouragement and quit-
ting? Contrariwise, the prophecy of Isaiah
6:9,10 has proved true. If Jehovah’s wit-
nesses had compromised their message and
tickled the people’s ears, they would not
have realized the fulfillment of the proph-
ecy toward their witness work.

12Had Christendom acted favorably up-
on their testimony she would have turned
to Jehovah and his kingdom and had been
healed. But today the conditions in Chris-
tendom show she has not received divine
healing. She is in a most malignantly dis-
eased condition, mentally, morally and
spiritually. She faces a destruction and des-
olation as inescapable as that which came
on ancient Jerusalem both in 607 B.C. and
A.D. 70. It is not for failure on the part of
Jehovah’s witnesses to tell his straight-
forward message. In sending his witnesses
Jehovah had a kindly purpose, namely, to
announce the Kingdom of salvation and to
give advance warning of the evil to follow
a rejection of that kingdom. This shows
how vitally important the message we bear

I In the same way the remnant in thids. Rather than be healed by it, Christen-

time of the end do not force the people of
Christendom into this unfeeling, unrespon-
sive spiritual state. What the remnant
really do is, not make, but show up the
people or prove the people to be just as
Jehovah foretold at lIsaiah 6:9,10.* So
today, 31 years after Jehovah’s witnesses
were revived and sent forth in 1919, how
many people of Christendom see and hear
and believe? Not the vast majority, by any

*The _prophecy is worded like Jeremiah 1:9, 10 (AS)
where_ God declares Jeremiah to be set over the nations
and kingdoms, “to pluck up and_to break down and to
destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”" Not
that Jeremiah was himself actually to do such thln%s
to the nations and kingdoms, but hé was to utter proph-
ecles that these thngs would happen to them. It is
worded also as when "Ezekiel 43:3 says, “l came to de-
stroy the city.” Not that Ezekiel "himself destroyed
Jerusalem, but that he came to foretell the destruction.

10. Does our not winning over Christendom spell fail-
ure? What does the commission answer on this?

11. How have the remnant been used to fulfill the com-
mission?

dom rebels against it and, like the rich
man in Ha'des, she feels tormented by it.
Just as to Babylon, we can now say to her:
‘We would have healed Christendom, but
she is not healed.” (Jer. 51:9) Doomed as
surely as plagued King Uzziah, she hastens
away from Jehovah God to her doleful
death.

BAIl the same, the message does have a
good effect too, just as it is written: “He
sent his word, and healed them, and de-
livered them from their destructions.” (Ps.
107:20) The spiritual remnant themselves
have been affected by the Word this way,
and now, too, a great flock of “other sheep”
12. Had Christendom responded to the message, what
would have resulted? But since not, what?

13. Who get the good effect of the message? So what
do they do?
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of the Right Shepherd. With softened
hearts they receive the message proclaimed
by the witnesses. They let it sink deep into
open ears of understanding, and with eyes
of faith they see how Jehovah is using his
witnesses to accomplish his work. So they
abandon doomed Christendom, turn to Je-
hovah and associate with the theocratic or-
ganization of His witnesses and get healed.

FOR HOW LONG?

14Would you not wonder how long you
should go on witnessing in the face of the
hardheartedness of Christendom? Isaiah
got the answer for us. “Then said I, Lord,*
how long? And he answered, Until cities
be waste without inhabitant, and houses
without man, and the land become utterly
waste, and Jehovah have removed men far
away, and the forsaken places be many in
the midst of the land.” (Isa. 6:11,12, AS)
Thus without setting a date, Jehovah does
set the practical limit for our work amid
the people of unhealed Christendom. We
must carry on until Christendom is re-
duced to the devastated state described
here prophetically and which was illus-
trated in the devastation of Jerusalem and
Judah in 607 B.C. Isaiah did not personally
bear witness until that event. He died over
a hundred years before then. But his fellow
witnesses did testify till then, Jeremiah
continuing to prophesy in prison in Jerusa-
lem even while the city was under siege
by the Babylonians. Released at the city’s
fall, Jeremiah continued to preach after
that until the remaining people fled in
terror to Egypt, taking him forcibly along,
so leaving the land forsaken of man and
domesticated beast.

* Another of the 134 places where the Sopherlm
changed Jehovah to Adonai’. Even the Dead Sea Scroll
of lsaiah (DSla) found in the earl¥ spring of 1947 reads
BJeRhovah’ here; also 33 Kennicott MSS.” and many of

eRossi.

14. What question did lIsaiah ask? How did God an-

swer for him and for us?

SfteWATCHTOWER.
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15The time is getting closer when the
“ten horns” of the beast, backed by the
whole body of that beast, will turn on
Christendom’s whorish system of Babylon-
ish religion and will wreck it. All her reli-
gious systems will be affected. Their ad-
herents will be taken captive or destroyed
by the worldly elements that fight against
religion and God’s kingdom, so leaving
organized religion desolate. That will be
the beginning of the battle of Armageddon,
but at the grand climax Jehovah’ heaven-
ly hosts under his King Jesus Christ will
execute his righteous judgments against
all the ungodly elements, religious, politi-
cal, social and commercial. This divine
execution will rid the earth of them. This
is what Christendom will have come on her
for shutting her eyes, dulling her ears and
fattening her heart toward the testimony
of the witnesses whom Jehovah sent. So
despite the siege conditions which the anti-
God forces may bring upon Christendom,
we must carry on with the Kingdom mes-
sage and declare the “day of vengeance of
our God”. After she falls at Armageddon,
we must do like Ezekiel, preach the King-
dom and the divine vengeance upon all
systems outside of Christendom, till the
“war of the great day of God the Almighty”
destroys them and his universal sovereign-
ty stands vindicated forever. By his help,
strength and protection there will be no
stopping us till then. His command to us
will be carried out fully.

16After such a message of divine ven-
geance, our stirred emotions impel us to
ask, Will any get through alive? Jehovah
through Isaiah gives us the assurance of
such. In the closing words of his commis-
sion to that prophet at the temple he says:
“Yet still shall there be in it a tenth,
though it again be consumed,—like an oak
15, \5\71% How will Christendom be thus desolated?
(b) at must we do till then and thereafter?

16, 17. What did Jehovah Anall?/ say regarding a tenth
in the land, and how is this fulAlled?
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and like a terebinth which, when felled,
have a stock in them, a holy seed shall be
the stock thereof."—Isa. 6:13, Ro; AS.
T7That “tenth” appears to be the faithful
spiritual remnant of Jehovah’s witnesses,
who were pictured by the faithful Jewish
remnant that returned to the land of the
formerly unfaithful Judah and Jerusalem
and renewed the pure worship of God there.
The remnant, who are the last of God’s
“holy nation” on earth, are a “holy seed”,
“a sacred race” (Mo). Just as an oak or a
turpentine tree which is felled leaves a

SfteWATCHTOWER
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Christ and who have been healed, to cor-
respond with Ebed-melech and the Rechab-
ites who survived Jerusalem’s first destrue-
tion with Jeremiah. Thus Jehovah’s pure
worship will sprout again under most fa-
vorable conditions after Armageddon and
will spread to the ends of the earth. Then
‘the whole earth will be full of Jehovah’s
glory’, just as the seraphs at the temple
foretold.

B In view of our divine commission from

the temple there is no stopping for us as his
witnesses until Armageddon strikes Chris-

tendom and the opportunity for her ad-
herents to repent is up. On we go, then,
proclaiming the message, while we “con-
sider the patience of our Lord as salvation”,
both for ourselves and for those who hear
us.—2 Pet. 3:15, NW.

t%,)ln view of His commission, what is the course for

stump that will sprout again at the scent
of water, so this holy seed will remain like
a stock in the earth and will sprout again
after the devastations of Armageddon.
(Job 14:797) Surviving with them will be
the great flock of “other sheep”, who have
turned to Jehovah and his kingdom by

African Chieftain Recognizes Shepherd*s Voice

ft Hearing that there was to be a great assembly of the people from different places
at the kraal [native community] of one of the Paramount chiefs and that he was to
be present also, | arranged with some brothers to witness to the people gathered there.
While witnessing an official whom | knew arranged for me to be among the speakers
that were to address the assembly the following Sunday. Sunday we came and gath-
ered outside the kraal's yard. There was an attendance of more than 600 people. We
were surprised to see representatives of various creeds and denominations present.
The first to deliver some talks were the Abafundisi [local religious cult]. They dealt
with the resurrection of Christ, as it was Easter Sunday with them. | was then called
upon. | stood up and gave my talk, “Peace on Earth, When?" First of all 1 noticed
that they were surprised that | had chosen this topic instead of one having to do
with Easter. Afterward they all attentively listened and some of them nodded their
heads. When | looked at the Paramount chief | noticed that he was smiling—it was
apparent that he is a man who likes Bible facts. It seemed that the time would not
allow me to finish my talk. While | was still talking, the chief indicated that I should
be given more time. After | concluded two others spoke. After that the chief stood
up and summarized the talks. First he thanked me for coming and for telling his peo-
pie the truth. He then told the audience that I was the only one who was able to con-
vince those who, like himself, love the Bible truth. He then discounted what the
Abafundisi told the people by stating that the Bible showed that these were misleading
the people. He also gave us an invitation to speak at a great gathering that was to be

held at his royal kraal.
—Mbabane, Swaziland



“Droop Not Your Hands”

*X T O ONE can deny it, Jehovah God
C/ x khas a people in the earth who are
called by his sacred name! Not those of
mighty, proud and contemptuous Christen-
dom, but a despised and persecuted minor-
ity are the ones bearing the sacred name,
Jehovah’s witnesses. Upon these the hos-
tile world looks down because they are not
politically, religiously, socially or commer-
cially powerful. They are a “poor people”,
comparatively speaking, humble in spirit
and poor in material goods. (Zeph. 3:11,
12, AS) However, as the world situation
grows continually more critical, the work
of these witnesses takes on an ever wider
scope and a far greater importance.*

What if the world does not love us, but
hates and oppresses us? With conditions
flourishing in a paradise state among God’s
devoted people this is no time to be sad and
mourn because the world mistreats us.
Listen to what Jehovah says: “Sing, O
daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad
and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter
of Jerusalem. Jehovah hath taken away
thy judgments, he hath cast out thine
enemy: the King of Israel, even Jehovah,
is in the midst of thee; thou shalt not fear
evil any more.” (Zeph. 3: 14,15, AS) The
Kingdom is here! Our enemies have been
cast out. Jehovah reigns in our midst!

At this world’s “time of the end” the
cry of all these Bible prophecies is for ac-
tion: “Fear not, droop not your hands, O
Sion.” (Zeph. 3:16,
enthroned King does not droop his hands
out of fear of the Devil’s organization.
Neither can we, his subjects, let our hands
hang down in helpless inactivity. Instead,
“lift up the hands that hang down” is the
command, and hold high the message of
life that God has placed in our hands!

* For a more detailed study of this subject see The
Watchtower, Oct. 1, 1950.

e

Today persons of good will who are
meek and teachable out of all nations,
tribes, peoples and tongues are hearing
this message and are adding their glad
voices to the mighty chorus. (Rev. 7:9,10,
NW) Hundreds and thousands have al-
ready responded. How many thousands
more will yet seize hold of this grand privi~
lege before Armageddon?

The names of the wicked enemies who
belong to this world are destined to rot,
but the name and praise of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses will live forever on the luminous
pages of eternity to the honor of their Al-
mighty God. “Jehovah thy God is in the
midst of thee, a mighty one who will save.”
(Zeph. 3:17,
Jehovah suffer reproach because of wrong
personal conduct. Never let his praise be
lessened or silenced because of laziness,
fear or treachery on your part. Until we
reap the full share in the vindication of Je-
hovah’s name at his victory on Armaged-
don’s battlefield, “droop not your hands,”
but raise them ever higher in praise to
him and his reigning King!

An Interesting Chronological Chart

man s creation onward. In recent years, espe-
cially since the revising of our dates back from
truction and reconstruction in
centuries before Christ, some
have evidenced the desire to have such a chro-
nology available for ready reference. So on
the next two pages we seek to date events of
importance to students of God’s Word and in-
corporate material that has appeared in various
recent publications of the Society. The reader
will note that many dates are approximate, and
these, of course, are subject to revision as we
get better evidence concerning the time of the
events thus involved.
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OATE

4025
a4025
«4025
h3895
3403
3338
3151
b3096
3096
3038

2969
2490
2469

2468
e2420
2410
2370
2370

c2370
2369
2369
2368
a2239
2020
»2020

2018
31978
1943

b1933

1932
1919
«1919
1918

1913

clg9s
1881
1878
b1868
1868
1858
1844
«1843

1818
1796
«1795

1781

1774
1767
1761
cl761
1750
1739
«1739

«1739
1737
b1728

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C
B.C.

CHART OF OUTSTANDING HISTORICAL DATES

Symbols:

EVENT

Adam's creation (in the fall)

Adam writes Doc. No. I, Gen. 1:1-2:4
Edenic covenant made, first prophecy
Cain slays Abel

Birth of righteous Enoch

Birth of Methuselah

Birth of Lantech

Adam writes Doc. No. Il, Gen. 2:5-5:2
Death of Adam, within his 930th yr.
Transference of Enoch

Ends his period of prophesying

Birth of Noah

God’s pronouncement as to mankind
Birth of Japheth

Birth of Shem

Noah begins to build the ark

Noah’s preaching of righteousness begins
Methuselah dies, within his 969th year

Flood waters begin to fall (in Nov.)
Noah 599 years old or in his 600th yr.

Noah writes Doc. Ill, Gen. 5:3-6:9
Flood on earth— Noah 600 years old
Making of the covenant after the flood
Birth of Arphaxad

Building of the Tower of Babel

Death of Noah, within his 950th yr.

Shem. Ham, Japheth write Document IV,
Gen. 6:9-10:1

Birth of Abraham
Terah writes Doc. No. VI, Gen. 11:10-27

Abraham enters Canaan. Abrahamic
covenant made
Beginning of the 430-year period

Lot rescued. Abraham visits Melchizedek

Ishmael born
Covenant of circumcision made
Judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah

Birth of Isaac the true heir
Beginning of the *“about 450 years”

Weaning of lIsaac. Ishmael sent away
Beginning of the 400-year oppression

Isaac offered on Moriah. God adds oath
Death of Sarah, age 127

Marriage of lIsaac and Rebekah

Shem writes Doc. No. V, Gen. 10:2-11:10
Death of Shem, within 600 years
Birth of Esau and Jacob

Death of Abraham, within 175 years

Ishmael (and Isaac) writes Document
No. VII, Gen. 11:27-25:12

Esau marries Judith, the Hittitess

Death of Ishmael, within his 137th yr.

Isaac writes Document No. VIII, Gen.
25:13-19

Jacob flees to Haran; his vision at
Bethel

Jacob marries Leah and Rachel

Birth of Joseph

Jacob returns to Canaan from Haran

Jacob wrestles angel, is named Israel

Joseph sold as a slave by his brothers

Death of lIsaac within his 180th year

Esau writes Doc. No. IX, Gen. 25:19-
36:1

Esau writes Doc. No. X, Gen. 36:2-9

Joseph made prime minister of Egypt

Jacob writes Doc. No. XI, Gen. 36:10-
37:2

**3" for “after” :

wpn

REFERENCE

Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.
Gen.

Gen.
Jude

Gen.
Gen.
Gen.

10

2:7

2:4
3:15
4:8
5:18
5:21
5:25
5:1

5:5
5:24

14

5:28, 29
6:3
5:32; 9:24;
21

Gen. 7:11; 11:10
Gen. 6:14
2 Pet. 2:5
Gen. 5:27
Gen. 7:11

Gen. 6:9

Gen. 7:6

Gen. 8:13; 9:16
Gen. 11:10
Gen. 11:4

Gen. 9:28, 29
Gen. 10:1

Gen. 11:26
Gen. 11:27
Gen. 12:4, 7
Ex. 12:40; Gal.
3:17

Gen. 14:16, 18;

Gen. 16:15, 16
Gen. 17:1, 10, 24
Gen. 19:24

Gen. 21:2
Acts 13:19

Gen. 21:8;
Acts 7:6

Gen. 22:2, 16
Gen. 23:1
Gen. 25:20
Gen. 11:10
Gen. 11:11
Gen. 25:26
Gen. 25:7
Gen. 25:12

15:13

Gen. 26:34
Gen. 25:17
Gen. 25:19

Gen. 28:2, 13, 19;
30:25, 26; 31:41
Gen. 29:23-30
Gen. 30:23, 24
Gen. 31:18, 41
Gen. 32:24-28
Gen. 37:2

Gen. 35:28, 29
Gen. 36:1

Gen. 36:9
Gen. 41:40, 46
Gen. 37:2

for “before” ;
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DATE

1728

1712
1657
bl1613
cl600
1593
1553

el514
1513

1512

cla9o
1473

1467

blas4
el454
c1192
Cc1173
bl1137

C1137
1117

1107

clloo
clog7

C1097
1037

clogo
bl082
1077

1070
1069
31069

clo4o

1037

1034

1027
clolo

clolo
el00O
997

980
978
938
917
c917
910
909
903
866

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

to

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

e

for “circa or about”

EVENT

Jacob with his whole family enters
Egypt

Death of Jacob, within his 147th year

Death of Joseph, age 110

Job’s trial

Egypt begins growth as 1st world power

Birth of Moses

Moses offers himself as a deliverer;
flees to Midian

Moses at the burning thornbush

Passover; Egypt’s power shaken; Red Sea
disaster; Israelites leave Egypt; end
of 400-yr. period of affliction

Giving of the Law at Mt Sinai

End of the 430-year period

Moses compiles Genesis in wilderness

Tabernacle construction completed
Consecration of the Aaronic priesthood
Moses writes Exodus and Leviticus

Moses writes the book of Job

Moses completes Numbers in Moab
Covenant of faithfulness in Moab
Moses writes Deuteronomy

Moses dies on Nebo in Moab. age 120
Israel enters Canaan under Joshua

End of Joshua’s war operations in
Canaan
End of the “about 450 years"

Joshua writes the book of Joshua
Death of Joshua, age 110

Birth of Samuel

Jephthah’s victory over Ammon

Ark removed from Shiloh
Eli’s judgeship ends
Samuel continues judging

Jonathan, son of Saul born
Samuel anoints Saul as king of lIsrael

Birth of David at Bethlehem

Samuel writes Judges
Samuel anoints David as king designate
David writes his many Psalms

Samuel writes the book of Ruth
Samuel writes 1 Samuel 1:1-24:22

Death of King Saul
David anointed king of Judah at Hebron

David’s 3d anointing, over all Israel
David takes Jerusalem; makes it capital

The Ark brought into Jerusalem
Kingdom covenant made with David

Gad and Nathan write 1 Samuel 25:1
to 2 Samuel 24:25

Death of King David, age 70
Solomon anointed as king of Israel

Construction of Solomon’s temple begun

Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem completed
Solomon writes most of Proverbs

Solomon writes Song of Solomon

Solomon writes Ecclesiastes

Rehoboam succeeds Solomon, kingdom
split

Abijam succeeds Rehoboam

Asa succeeds Abijam

Jehoshaphat succeeds Asa

Jehoram succeeds Jehoshaphat

Joel writes the book of Joel

Ahaziah succeeds Jehoram

Queen Athaliah usurps throne

Jehoash succeeds Ahaziah

Amaziah succeeds Jehoash

REFERENCE

Gen. 45:6; 46:26:
47:9

Gen. 47:28

Gen. 50:26

Job 1:8; 42:16
Ex. 1:8

Ex. 2:2

Ex. 2:11. 14, 15
Acts 7:23

Ex. 3:2

Ex. 12:12; 14:27
Ex. 14:29, 30

Gen. 15:13, 14
Ex. 19:3-8

Gal. 3:17; Ex.
12:40; John 5:46

Ex. 40:17

Lev. 8:3436"°
Lev. 27:34; Num.
11

Num. 35:1; 36:13
Deut. 29:1

Deut. 1:1, 3
Deut. 34:5, 7
Jos. 4:19

Jos. 11:23; 14:7,
10715

Acts 13:19, 20, NW

Jos. 1:1; 24:26

Jos. 24:29

1 Sam. 1:20

Judg. 11:26, 33
1 Sam. 4:3, 11

1 Sam. 4:18

1 Sam. 6:1, 21;
7:1, 2, 15

1 sam. 13:1, 2

1 Sam. 10:24;
Acts 13:21

1 Sam. 16:1,;
2 Sara. 5:4

Judg. 21:25
1 Sam. 16:13
Ps. 72:20

Kuth 4:18-22
1 sam. 25:1

1 Sam. 31:7
2 Sam. 2:4

2 Sam. 5:3-5

2 Sam. 5:6, 7
2 Sam. 6:15

2 Sam. 7:12-16
2 Sam. 24:18

1Ki. 2:10, 11
IKi. 1:39; 2:12
1Ki. 6:1

1 Ki. 6:38

Prov. 1:1; 10:1;
25:1; Eccl. 12:9
Ca. 1:1

Eccl. 1:1

1 Ki. 11:43; 12:19

1 Ki. 15:1, 2
IKi. 15:9, 10
1 Ki. 22:41, 42
2 Ki. 8:16, 17
Joel 1:1

2 Chron. 22:1, 2
2 Ki. 11:1-3

2 Ki. 12:1

2 Ki. 14:1.2
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DATE

c852
837

826
es8ll
c782

774
759
745
c742
740
a732
716
c716
661
659
c655
b632
c632
628
628
c628
625

618

617
609

607

c607
591
a581

539

537

520
518
516
474
468
c460

455

443
c442
406
332

c280
165

63

37

17

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.
B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.
B.C.

B.C.

B.C.

EVENT

Jonah writes the book of Jonah
An Interregnum begins in Judah

Uzziah becomes king
Amos writes the book of Amos

Assyria, second world power, begins to
dominate Israel

Jotham succeeds Uzziah

Ahaz succeeds Jotham

Hezekiah succeeds Ahaz

Hosea writes the book of Hosea

Assyria subjugates Israel, takes Samaria
Isaiah writes the book of lIsaiah
Manasseh succeeds Hezekiah

Micah writes the book of Micali

Amon succeeds Manasseh

Josiah succeeds Amon

Zephaniah writes the book of Zephaniah
Nahum writes the book of Nahum
Nineveh falls to Chaldeans and Medes
Jehoahaz succeeds Josiah

Jehoiakim succeeds Jehoahaz

Habakkuk writes the book of Habakkuk

Nebuchadnezzar rules as king of Babylon

Nebuchadnezzar defeats Neco of Egypt

Nebuchadnezzar makes Jehoiakim tribu-
tary king

Jehoiachin becomes king after Jehoiakim

Nebuchadnezzar takes first Jewish cap-
tives to Babylon

Zedekiah is made king

Nebuchadnezzar attacks Judah 3d time
He begins 37year siege of Jerusalem

Fifth month (Ab 710~) temple razed
Jerusalem destroyed

Seventh month. Jews abandon Judah
Babylon becomes the third world power
Jeremiah writes Lamentations

Obadiah writes the book of Obadiah
Ezekiel writes the book of Ezekiel

Jeremiah writes the books 1 and 2 Kings
and Jeremiah

Babylon falls to the Medes and Persians.
Medo-Persia becomes 4th world power

Cyrus, the Persian, issues decree per-
milting Jews to return to Jerusalem.
Jerusalem's 70°year desolation ends

Haggai writes the book of Haggai
Zechariah writes the book of Zechariah
Zerubbabel completes second temple
Mordecai writes the book of Esther
Ezra and priests return to Jerusalem

Ezra writes the books 1 and 2 Chroni-
cles and Ezra

Jerusalem's walls rebuilt by Nehemiah

Prophecy of 70 weeks begins fulfillment
Nehemiah writes the book of Nehemiah
Malachi writes the book of Malachl

Jerusalem fully rebuilt to ancient glory
Greece, 5th world power, rules Judea
The Greek Septuagint translation begun

Renewal of temple after desecration by
Greek idolatry. Feast of Dedication
Rome, 6th world power, rules Jerusalem

Herod (appointed king by Rome) takes
Jerusalem by storm

Herod begins building the third temple

SfieWATCHTOWEFL

REFERENCE

Jonah 1:1, 2
2 Ki. 14: 1, 2;
15:1

2 Chron. 26:1-3
Amos 1:1
2 Ki. 15:19

2 Chron. 27:1
2 Chron. 28:1
2 Chron. 29:1
Hosea 1:1

2 Ki. 17:6, 13, 18
Isa. 1:1

2 Ki. 21:1
Micah 1:1

2 Ki. 21:19
2 Ki. 22:1
Zeph. 1:1
Nah. 1:1
Nah. 3:7

2 Ki. 23:31
2 Ki. 23:36
Hab. 1:1

Jer. 25:1
Jer. 46:2

2 Ki. 24:1

2 KI. 24:6
Dan. 1:14°
2 Chron. 36:6, 7

2 Chron. 36:10

2 Ki. 25:1
2 Ki. 25:2

2 Ki. 25:810°
Jer. 52:1214~

2 Ki. 25:25, 26
Lam. preamble, LXX

Obadiah 1

Ezek. 40:1; 29:17
Jer. 52:31

2 Ki. 25:27

Dan. 5:30, 31

2 Chron. 36:22, 23
Ezek. 1:13:1 ;37
Jer. 25:12; 29:10

Hag. 1:1
Zech. 1:1

Ezra 6:14, 15
Esth. 3:7; 9:32
Ezra 7:7

2 Chron. 36:22
Ezra 1:1

Neh. 1:1; 2:1, 11;
15

Dan. 9:24

Neh. 5:14

Mai. 1:1

Dan. 9:25

Dan. 8:21

Deut. 32:43

John 10:22

John 19:15
Re?. 17:10

John 2:20

Tit should be noted by the reader that many early Bib-
lical events occurred within years that ran from fall to fall.

The Jews even today have a “civil year'

to fall. After the Exodus in 1513 B.C.
inaugurated which counted from spring
years” of the kings of Israel, Judah,
likewise ran from spring to spring.

that runs from fall

“sacred years" were

to spring. “Regnal

Babylon and Persia
Where a king died

DATE
2 B.C.
AD. 29
AD. 32
AD. 33
AD. 33
AD. 33
A.D 36
cAD. 41-
50
A.D 49
A.D 50
A.D 51
A.D 55
A.D 55
A.D 56
A.D. 56-
58
A.D 60
CAD. 60
.D. 60-
65
AD. 61
AD. 61
AD. 61-
64
A.D 62-
64
cA.D. 64
AD. 65
cAD. 65
AD. 70
cA.D 96
cA.D 98
AD. 325
A.D. 440
A.D. 800
A.D. 1229
A.D. 1456
A.D. 1517
A.D. 1600

before

he completed his
completed his

EVENT

Birth of John the Baptist and of Jesus
John and Jesus begin their ministries
(For detailed record of the events in
their ministries see chart in "Equipped
for Every Good Work", pp. 284287"))
John the Baptist beheaded
Nisan 14. Jesus provides sacrifice for the
new covenant. Is impaled
Nisan 16. The resurrection of Jesus
Sivan 6, Pentecost. Outpouring of spirit
Peter opens the way for Jews to Chris-
tian congregation, uses 1st key

End of the 70 weeks of years
Peter uses 2d key, people of the na-
tions enter Christian congregation

Matthew writes “ Matthew"

Governing body rule against circumcision
for the peoples of the nations

Paul writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians from
Corinth

Paul writes his letter to the Galatians
from  Antioch
Paul writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus

Paul writes 2 Corinthians from Philippi

Paul writes his letter to the Romans
from Corinth

Luke writes his history entitled "Luke”
from Caesarea

From Rome Paul writes: Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
Philemon

James, Jesus' brother, writes "The Let-
ter of James" from Jerusalem

Mark writes his history entitled "Mark"

Paul writes "Hebrews” from Rome
Luke completes writing Acts in Rome

Paul writes 1 Timothy from Macedonia
Paul writes Titus from Ephesus

Peter writes 1 Peter from Babylon

Peter writes 2 Peter from Babylon
Paul writes 2 Timothy from Rome

Jude, Jesus' brother, writes "Jude”
Jerusalem and its temple destroyed by
the Romans

John on Patmos writes Revelation

John writes history entitled "John" and
his letters 1, 2 and 3 John

Beginning of organized apostate Chris*
tianity at Nicea

Roman Catholic sect organized at Rome
by Pope Leo I. An East-West split

Beginning of the thousand years of the
Holy Roman Empire under the joint
control of the pope and Western
European rulers

Beginning of the Catholic “Inquisition”

Persecutions of Christians reach new
heights

Bibles began to be printed from movable
type

The Reformation begins the severing of
many sects in protest to the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy

British Empire begins rise as 7th world
power; charters East India Company

last "regnal year”

term as an “accession year".

Brooklyn, N. Y.

REFERENCE

Luke 1:60; 2:7
Luke 3:1, 2, 23

Matt. 14:10
Luke 22:20; 23:33

Matt. 28:1-10

Acts 2:1-17
Matt. 16:19
Acts 2:38

Dan. 9:2427"
Acts 10:1, 45

Matt. 28:15
Acts 15:28

Acts 18:11, 12
1 Thess. 1:1

Gal. 1:1
Acts 18:22, 23

1 Cor. 15:32
Acts 19:1

2 Cor. 2:12, 13
Acts 20:1

Rom. 16:1
Acts 20:2

Acts 23:33
Luke 1:1, 2
Eph. 3:1
Phil. 4:22
Col. 4:18
Phm. 1:1

Jas. 1:1
Gal. 1:18, 19

Col. 4:10; 1 Pel.
5:13; 2 Tim. 4:11
Heb. 13:24; 10:34
Acts 28:30

1Tim. 1:3
Titus 1:5

1 Pet. 1:1; 5:13

2 Pet. 3:15, 16
2 Tim. 4:16-18
Jude 1, 17, 18

Dan. 9:27
Matt. 23:27
Luke 19:4244°

Rev. 1:9
John 21:22, 23

Dan. 7:8
Rev. 13:11; 16:13

his  successor
However,

the

successor did not reckon the beginning of his own first "regnal
year” until the next spring. This chart seeks to adapt the

above

"years™

to our present B.C. and AD.

reckoning and recording of "years".]

system of



Have not Watchtower publications been in
error in saying the food of John the Baptist
was insect locusts? Does not reference to his
locust diet refer to the beans or seed pods
which appear on the sugar locust tree?—W. B,,
Canada.

The locusts which John the Baptist ate in
the wilderness were not the beans or carobs
which grow on the sugar locust tree, but were
the real insect locusts. In the original Greek
text the word for locust at Matthew 3:4 is
akris. This word never means the locust tree
bean pod, but exclusively the insect. That is
why the New World Translation renders Mat-
thew 3:4 as follows: “Now that very John had
his clothing of camel’s hair and a leather
girdle around his loins; his food, too, was in-
sect locusts and wild honey.” In the Greek
Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures this word akris is the word used for
locusts in the plague upon Egypt, at Exodus
10:4,12-14,19. Also in connection with the locust
plague at Revelation 9:3,7 akris is used. And
akris is also the word used at Leviticus 11:22,
which tells the Israelites that they could eat
the insect locusts as a clean food. The word
for the locust tree beans or carob pods was a
different Greek word, kerdtion, and this was
what the prodigal son ate, according to Luke
15:16, NW.

 What is meant by the statement at Eccle-
siastes 12:7, “The spirit shall return unto God
who gave it”?—J. D., Canada.

In this text spirit means the power of life.
God withdraws this life from the dying sinner,
and no one can restore that power of life ex-
cept Jehovah God, who originally gave it to
Adam. (Gen. 2:7) Psalm 104:29,30 (Ro) states:
4Thou hidest thy face, they are dismayed, thou
withdrawest their spirit, they cease to breathe,
and unto their own dust do they return: thou
sendest forth thy spirit, they are created, and
thou renewest the face of the ground.” In the
case of dead human creatures held in God’s
memory, he will restore to them the power of
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life in a resurrection. Those who died willfully
wicked will not be remembered at the time of
resurrection. They will be as the brute beasts
that perish.—Prov. 10:7; Eccl. 3:18217% John
5:28,29, NW; 2 Pet. 2:12.

¢ Your Society’s book “Equipped for Every
Good Work™ gives, on page 82, some Talmudic
legends about Jesus, which legends our pastor
says are untrue. Can you give me the source
of your information?—F. J., Pennsylvania.

These legends are verified in the book The
New Testament and the Talmud (96 pages) by
Julius Feldman, professor, in its Chapter VII,
entitled “Traditions and Legends”, on pages 67
and 72. The author tells how editions of the
Talmud have been expurgated in order to elim-
mate some of these gross legends in order to
avoid offending Gentile Christians too deeply
and thereby stirring up pogroms and suchlike
persecutions against the Jews. But the unex-
purgated early editions of the Talmud contain
such legends, from which source the book’s
author got them. The above book has doubtless
gone out of print, but you may locate it in a
well-stocked public library.

Genesis 1:26 reads, “Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness.” Could not this
mean that the form of God’s spiritual body is
the same as the form of man’s physical body?
—H. D., California.

Deuteronomy 4:15207 shows that God’s form
is not known by men, so there is no need for
men to try to represent it by any earthly crea-
ture. See also Isaiah 40:18,25. To try to repre-
sent the Creator in the form of visible man
or other earthly creation, rather than glorify
him as the invisible and almighty God, is fool”
ish, as Paul shows: “Although they knew God,
they did not glorify him as God nor did they
thank him, but they became empty-headed in
their reasonings and their unintelligent heart
became darkened. Although asserting they
were wise, they became foolish and turned the
glory of the incorruptible God into something
like the image of corruptible man and of birds
and four-footed creatures and creeping things.”
—Rom. 1:21237 NW.

Furthermore Paul wrote: *“4The first man
Adam became a living soul.” The last Adam
[Christ] became a life-giving spirit. And just
as we have borne the image of the one made
of dust, we shall bear also the image of the
heavenly one.” (1 Cor. 15:45,49, NW) From
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this it is apparent that the image of Adam was
not the same as the image of the resurrected
Christ, a spirit creature. The appearance of
Christ resurrected as a spirit creature was un-
known to Christians. They knew he was in
God’s “express image”, or “the exact represen-
tation of his very being”, but they did not con-
sider that “express image” or “exact represen-
tation” to be in the form of man, which was
known to them. They also knew that eventu-
ally they would see God and be like him, when-
ever they would be raised as spirit creatures
to reign with Christ: “Beloved ones, now we
are children of God, but as yet it has not been
made manifest what we shall be. We do know
that whenever he is made manifest we shall
be like him, because we shall see him just as
he is.”—Heb. 1:3; 1 John 3:2, NW.

From all this it is clear that the writers of
the Christian Greek Scriptures did not consider
the form of men to be the same as God’s form

JiteWATCHTOWER
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or as the resurrected Christ’s form. Hence it
seems certain that when Jehovah said to the
Logos (Christ’s title before becoming a man
on earth), “Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness,” he was not referring to
any literal form or appearance. The Logos
underwent great change to be made into man’s
likeness. (Phil. 2:7) So we hold to the previ-
ously published explanation that man was
made in their image and likeness in that as
Jehovah’s attributes are justice, love, wisdom
and power, so man was created with these
same attributes, which set him apart from all
other earthly forms of life and equip him to
exercise dominion over them and to visibly
represent Jehovah on earth. Since the divine
attributes are also possessed by the Logos, the
Creator could rightly speak of such things to
the Logos as “our image” and “our likeness”.
—Gen. 1:28; 5:3; Ps. 89:14; Prov. 2:6; 3:19,20;
Dan. 2:20; 1 John 4:8.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of May 6: Who Sees the New World’s
King at the Temple? 1 1-23.
Week of May 13: Who Sees the New World’s
King at the Temple? l 24-27; and Commission-
ing of Witnesses in the Time of the End.





