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GOD KNOWS AND PROTECTS HIS OWN

“Surely he that toucheth you toucheth

i i TEHOVAH knows those who belong
to him.” (2 Tim. 2:19, NW) His
creatures, then, should try to know Jeho-
vah. The majority of men have failed in
gaining knowledge of Jehovah because of
their indifference toward his Word. It is
through his Word, the Bible, that Jehovah
has revealed himself to men; yet very few
persons have taken time to read this col-
lection of letters to us or even to listen to
those who have read and are familiar with
the Bible. The many letters and books con-
tained within the Bible were written under
inspiration for our learning and admoni-
tion. However, by far the greater number
of the human race have chosen a god to
their own liking or have set themselves
above God and outside his authority. They
do not see how he shows loving-kindness
and protection under any and all condi-
tions to those who belong to him. At the
same time, men of the world do not fear
Jehovah, the one who is able to destroy
those opposing him.
2When Paul wrote to Timothy the words,
“Jehovah knows those who belong to him,”
he had in mind a situation that existed
many centuries earlier. It was an occasion
that happened in the wilderness near Sinai
where Moses had led the children of Israel
when they left the land of Egypt. This was
what happened: Korah, Dathan and Abi-
ram became arrogant and, along with two
hundred and fifty of the Israelites who

the pupil of mine eye.”"— 2:8, Ro.
were leaders in the community, gathered
together and protested against Moses and
Aaron. They said they had had enough of
Moses and Aaron and that they needed
their services no longer. They claimed these
two men had exalted themselves above the
Lord’s assembly. (Num. 16:1-3) God’s
Word shows us that it was Jehovah who
chose and used Moses as his mediator and
special servant to express his will, not only
before kings as he did before Pharaoh, but
also before the children of Israel. Even
though the Israelites had been brought
through the Red sea and protected by the
hand of Almighty God, and although he
had used Moses to lead them all the way,
still these Jews were against Moses. So
Moses told this wicked group and the whole
community of Israel, “In the morning the
Lord Will show who belongs to him and who
is holy, that he may have him come near
him; and whomsoever he chooses he will
have come near him.” (Num. 16:5, AT)
Readers of God’s Word know the results of
the next day’s happenings.

3 The account informs us that Moses di-

rected the children of Israel to withdraw
from the neighborhood of the dwellings
of these obstreperous persons. He told
them, “Move away from the tents of these
wicked men, and do not touch anything
at all that belongs to them, lest you be
swept away with all their sins.” (Num.
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16:26, AT) So those who did not want to
be contaminated with unrighteous deeds
moved away from the neighborhood of the
dwellings where Korah, Dathan and Abi-
ram were. When Dathan and Abiram came
out of their tents and stood in the door-
ways with their wives, sons and their little
ones, then Moses spoke to the entire con-
gregation: “Hereby shall you know that
the Lord has sent me to do all these deeds,
and that it has not been of my own choice:
if these men die as all men die, and suffer
the fate of all men, it is not the Lord who
has sent me; but if the Lord does some-
thing new, and the ground opens its mouth,
and swallows them up, with all that be-
longs to them, and they descend into Sheol
alive, then you shall know that these men
have despised the Lord.” (Num. 16:28-30,
AT) That is just what happened: the
ground moved away from under their feet
and the men disappeared, swallowed up
alive in the crevice that was made. They
descended into Sheol, the grave, and then
the earth closed over them and they per-
ished from among the children of Israel.
Yes, it is true that “Jehovah knows those
who belong to him”, and he is able to re-
move forever the unrighteous ones and
those who speak evil, separating them
from “those who belong to him”.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

he will be faithful to his promises if we
heed his instructions.

5We have another true account in the
book of Genesis, beginning with chapter
six, about a man who had great faith in
Jehovah. He lived in a time when there was
terrible debauchery among the people and
the minds of all the people were filled with
evilness. This man was Noah. With him
were his three sons. All four were married
men. They kept themselves clean from the
wicked world and followed the instructions
of Jehovah. Noah was told to build a boat.
To do this would take many years, and it
would require faith on his part, because
he was to build this boat on dry land. There
is no indication from the Scriptural ac-
count that this boat was built near a
river; for it says that when the rain fell
“the waters increased, and bare up the
ark, and it was lifted up above the earth”.
(Gen. 7:17,
ark in a locality where there was plenty of
gopher wood on hand to cut down and to
shape into such form that he could con-
struct the vessel according to God’s in-
structions. (Gen. 6:13-22) During all the
years of construction “Noah, a preacher
of righteousness”, gave due warning to all
walking in an ungodly way. (2 Pet. 2:5,
NW) When the time came for Jehovah

£Dn other occasions Jehovah God took God to show his displeasure with the wick-

an opposite course of action. He removed
his righteous servants from the evil ones.
A case in point is that of Lot. The cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah were filled with
wickedness; so God directed his angels to
take Lot, his two daughters and his wife
out of the wicked city. “Remember Lot’s
wife.” She did not have full confidence
and faith in the deliverance that Jehovah
God made for them. Her interest was in
the old system of things; so she looked back
and as a result was turned into a pillar of
salt. (Gen. 19:1-26; Luke 17:28-32) Jeho-
vah knows those who belong to him, and

ed conditions that existed in the earth, he
opened the windows of heaven and rain
poured down for forty days and forty
nights. The earth was flooded with water.
But Noah and his household, along with
the animals that he was directed to take
into the great ark, floated on the surface
of the water. Jehovah knew those who be-
longed to him, and he preserved them
through that great flood that destroyed
the old world.

"Therefore, it is quite evident from the
Lord’s Word that those who renounce un-
righteousness can gain the favor of Jeho-

AS)Noah must have built
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vah God. That is why Paul said to Timothy,
“For all that, the solid foundation of God
stays standing, having this seal, ‘Jehovah
knows those who belong to him,” and, ‘Let
everyone mentioning the name of Jehovah
renounce unrighteousness.”” (2 Tim. 2:19,
NW) It is necessary, then, for every crea-
ture who loves life to “do your utmost to
present yourself approved to God, a work-
man with nothing to be ashamed of, han-
dling the word of the truth aright”. (2 Tim.
2:15, NW)This is the time to shun
empty speeches of those who have so much
to say but who do not have God’s backing,
much like Korah and the 250 older men
of influence of the Israelites, all of whom
were fighting against God’s servants. In-
dividually, everyone must see to it that he

ftSf

E prophet Zechariah, an individual
used by Jehovah, had a vision of a

man with a measuring line. The account,
according to the second chapter of Zecha-
riah, tells us that this young man with a
measuring line in his hand went out to
measure Jerusalem and to see how broad
and how long it was. Just as the angel who
was talking to the young man was going
away, another angel came forth to meet
him and said, “ ‘Run, speak to that young
man yonder, saying, “Jerusalem shall be
inhabited like unwalled villages, because of
the mass of men and beasts within her.”
And | will be unto her,” is the oracle of the
Lord, ‘a wall of fire round about her, and

1. Why did the young man have a measuring line?
What was the angel told to tell him?

SBeWATCHTOWER.

understands the Lord’s Word, studies it
well and keeps presenting himself before
God in service so as to be an approved
person. Doing the work that is assigned
to you to do is what counts. If you do that
which is proper in the Lord’ sight, he will
bless you richly and you will find that you
have an abundance. Service in God’s or-
ganization anywhere satisfies! When one
turns to the Father of all mercy and the
God of all comfort and relies on Jehovah,
thdoing his will, he finds that great stores
of blessing are on hand for him. One must
truly be interested in the work of God and
want to know him well. “Jehovah knows
those who belong to him,” and we, his
creatures, should certainly want to know
him. To do so means life everlasting.

y— —

I will be the splendor within her." (Zech.
2:4,5, AT) This young man was certainly
interested in Jerusalem or he would not
have taken time to find out how broad or
how long it was.

2Today we find in the earth a group of
Christian men and women who, like this
young man, are sincerely interested in the
Jerusalem which is above and which is the
mother of us all. (Gal. 4:26, NW) They are
really interested in God’s organization and
in its expansion. Walls are not its bound-
aries. No, it is an expanding city like an
unwalled village. It would be hard to take
accurate measurements, because of its con-
stant growth due to incoming crowds. The

2. Whom does the young man picture? Why is the
city unwalled?
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class of faithful Christians prefigured by
this young man was quite a small organi-
zation during the years from 1914 to 1918,
for then there was only a remnant of God’s
faithful people who were truly examining
the prophecies and trying to ascertain their
meaning in order to find out what their
work would be in this great organization
of Jerusalem. They wanted its measure
and they wanted to know more about God’s
work.

3The world had gone to war. Nation had
risen against nation and kingdom against
kingdom. There was sickness and sorrow
and pain, scattered from one end of the
earth to the other, as foretold in Matthew,
chapter 24. The nations and peoples of the
earth were extremely selfish and interested
only in getting the things they wanted.
They had no time for God nor were they
endeavoring to measure up to God’s prin-
ciples of truth and righteousness. Even the
religionists of the great Protestant and
Catholic organizations, the Jewish and pa-
gan religious orders, were involved in the
affairs of the world, afterward devoting
their attention to the League of Nations
and the problems of this old, dying system
of things. Forgotten was the statement in
the Word of God: “Whoever, therefore,
wants to be a friend of the world is con-
stituting himself an enemy of God.” (Jas.
4:4, NW) No, the nations of the earth had
no time to seek the kingdom of God as the
only hope for mankind. This seeking was
left to a remnant of God’s people, just a
few faithful followers pictured by this
young man in the vision of Zechariah. They
were willing to use the measuring line in
God’s organization.

4This city of Jerusalem was not to be
like a walled city, having limited bound-
aries so no one could get in or out if the

3. How did the interest of worldly religionists differ
from that of the “young man' class?

4. How, following 1918, did exlpansion begin with the
organization as with an unwalled city?
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gates were closed; but it would be like an
unwalled village without limits. It was
to be a growing city because of the mass
of men and of beasts that would come to
inhabit it. It would continue to spread and
reach out into new fields. This is just what
is now happening to God’s organization.
From 1918 onward this little remnant of
God’s people persistently continued to pro-
claim the kingdom of God as at hand. The
nations were not interested in that king-
dom. They were opposed to it. But, on the
other hand, thousands of persons of good
will from all these nations hearkened to
the message of God’s anointed and they
came to God’s organization, Jerusalem, this
expanding city, and sought advice and in-
struction within it. According to the Soci-
ety’s own reports, back in the year 1918
there were only 3,868 persons who were
proclaiming the message of the Kingdom to
the peoples of the world, inviting them to
seek refuge, comfort and consolation with-
in Jerusalem. The Lord’s spirit was upon
this little band of faithful servants as they
steadily preached and reached out to the
ends of the earth with this good news. It
was not long until many people who were
listening and studying with Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in order to learn of Jehovah took
their stand on his side. The city continued
to grow.

5 As the nations of the world went into

their second world war and brought about
greater regimentation and totalitarian rule
among the people, still this remnant with
the people of good will keptright on preach-
ing the Word. Today we see gathered into
this unwalled city even greater numbers of
those who Jehovah knows belong to him.
Is it not now as it was stated by lIsaiah the
prophet centuries ago in chapter 54, verses
2,3, “Enlarge the site of your tent, and
stretch without limit the curtains of your
5, 6. How did Isaiah 54:2, 3 go

World War 11? How did it
shepherd" ?

on fquiIIinﬁ despite
ecome “one flock, one
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home; lengthen your cords, and make fast
your pegs! Fortorightandto left shall you
spread abroad, and your descendants shall
take over the heritage of the nations, and
shall people the desolate cities”? Je-
hovah’s witnesses see this expansion work
going on. They live in the growing city.

6With this great “mass of men” there
is a multitude of cattle, and this may fitly
represent the wealth of God’s organization.
Christ Jesus said, Other sheep | have,
which are not of this fold; these also |
must gather so that there will be one flock,
one shepherd.” Christ Jesus is the Good
Shepherd of this great organization which
he gathers together in its completion just
before the battle of the great day of God
Almighty, which is Armageddon.

7Today, in 1951, we find the remnant
of God’s people working alongside the great
crowd who have been marked in their fore-
heads by the anointed class. The prophet
Ezekiel (9:1-11) gave us a picture of the
man with the writer’s inkhorn who went
through the city and marked in the fore-
head those who were sighing and crying
because of the abominations that existed
in their city or organization. Certainly
there are thousands, and it may yet run
into the millions, of people who are sigh-
ing and crying because of the terrible con-
ditions that exist in Christendom and
throughout the whole world and who are
seeking consolation, truth and comfort.
These will be found; there is no doubt of
that, because, as Paul said, “Jehovah knows
those who belong to him.”

8Jehovah God’s Good Shepherd, Christ
Jesus, is doing the gathering work today,
and he has assigned to his people in the
earth the work of preaching the good news
of the incoming new world. This good news
attracts the meek to God’s Word, and that
‘I. Who will yet be found and ‘marked in the fore-
head’, and why?

8. Why do those coming into the organization not fear
because it is without material walls?

fiieWATCHTOWER 7

draws them closer to Jehovah. Having
come to this unwalled village, trusting in
God and having confidence in his Word,
they are not afraid of what might happen
to them. They are sure of protection. Was
not God able to protect the congregation
of Israel from being engulfed in the land-
slide that covered up the unfaithful op-
position? Was not God able to preserve
Noah and his family through the flood?
So, then, is Jehovah God not able to pre-
serve those who have come into this un-
walled village? He certainly is! For ac-
cording to the vision of Zechariah, “I will
be ... a wall of fire round about her,
and | will be the splendor within her.”
So, then, those who have come to the
Lord’s organization, Jerusalem, recognize
Jehovah as their God and Jerusalem as his
organization and feel safe because God is
their protector. They need not depend on
the walls or bulwarks that nations of this
world set up to protect themselves, because
“Jehovah knows those who belong to him”.

9The glory of this entire organization,
the Jerusalem which is above, his woman,
is Jehovah himself, for he said, “I will be
the glory in the midst of her.” In these last
days of the old world, it is Jehovah God
who has built up this organization and
brought about Theocracy’ increase. Its
growth and splendor are not due to any
man or earthly organization. It is he who
through his Son is gathering together the
“other sheep” by the hundreds of thou-
sands, making a great city. Jehovah gives
it his blessing and protection. These people
in the great city are not idle, but they con-
tinue to spread out and preach the message
of God’s kingdom unto the ends of the
earth so that all shall know that Jehovah
is the Supreme One of the universe and
that the vindication of his name and word
is near at hand.

9. Who is the glory in the midst of the organization,
and why?
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FLIGHT FROM GREAT BABYLON

10The call goes forth in the sixth verse
of this prophecy of Zechariah, “Ho, ho!
flee from the land of the north.” This is
an oracle of the Lord or a direct command
from him. “For as the four winds of the
heavens have | spread you abroad .. . Ho!
Zion, deliver thyself,—thou that dwell-
est with the daughter of Babylon. . . .
For his own honour hath he sent me unto
the nations that are spoiling you,—Surely
he that toucheth you toucheth the pupil
of mine eye.”—Zech. 2:6-8, Ro.

It is due to God’s mercy and loving-
kindness that he has gathered together the
remnant from the nation of the north,
which is Babylon. He elsewhere stated,
‘Come out of her my people, and be not
partakers of her plagues, and do not be
contaminated with her sins.” (Rev. 18:4)
He has seen to it that the remnant of his
people, Zion, escape from this wicked Devil-
ruled world to a place of safety in his city,
along with his “other sheep” who are now
coming out. The rulers of the world have
tried to regiment all peoples of the nations
and make them keep in line with their
selfish dictates. However, God commands
that they shall escape from Babylon and
become a free people—if not in body, then
in conscience; and they do! They come out
from under its oppression and servitude
and sinful way of life. No longer are they
slaves to that wicked organization. They
will render to Caesar the things that are
his, but not what belongs to God! Their
eyes are opened to a new world and a New
World society. “For such freedom Christ
set us free. Therefore stand fast, and do
not let yourselves be confined again in a
yoke of slavery.”—Gal. 5:1, NW.

P2Those who have already been freed
from the oppression of Babylon, even
10, 11. What call to his people in Babylon has gone
forth? How has this been heeded, and by whom?

12. How are they satisfied not with just freedom for
themselves ?
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though in some cases they are still in jails,
work camps or concentration camps, are
not satisfied just to hold this freedom to
themselves. At every opportunity they will
talk to strangers, even though physically
still captive in Babylon. They will help
strangers to see clearly the way of life by
directing them away from this old system
and into a new which leads to life eternal.
Paul said, at Hebrews 13:1: “Let your
brotherly love continue. Do not forget
kindness to strangers.”—

BThose who renounce unrighteousness
and take their stand wholly on Jehovah’s
side, he will look after as his very own
because “Jehovah knows those who belong
to him”. If anyone touches these that he
has chosen and blessed, it is like touching
the pupil of his eye. Jehovah’ organiza-
tion, the free Jerusalem, is our mother and
is the closest thing to the Lord. He has
created it and made it for his praise. It
will be just too bad for the individuals or
the nations that fight against God or his
witnesses. These belong to him and in due
time he will execute judgment against
opposers. This does not mean that Jehovah
will not allow individuals or part of his
organization to suffer hurt. He will; in
order that the individuals involved therein
may prove their integrity and faithfulness.
However, he will take cognizance of the
offenders, and at the same time advises us,
“If possible, as far as it depends upon you,
be peaceable with all men. Do not avenge
yourselves, beloved, but yield place to the
wrath; for it is written: “Vengeance is
mine, | will repay, says Jehovah.” ”—Rom.
12:18,19, NW.

UJehovah is watching what is going on
throughout his entire organization. He
knows how his people will be treated.
“Moreover, you

13. How does it affect Jehovah for persecutors to touch
his people? But why does he permit it?

14. How did he show foreknowledge of how we would
be treated? Despite this what gathering work goes on?

willbe deliverec
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by parents and brothers and relatives and
friends, and they will put some of you to
death, and you will be objects of hatred
by all persons because of my name. And
yet not a hair of your heads will by any
means perish.” (Luke 21:16-18, AW) Even
S0, a greater witness than ever in vindica-
tion of Jehovah’s name will be given. We
are in the last days of this old world and
we must expect these things. Now is the
time to gather together a great crowd for
his name’s sake, and this crowd is being
gathered together from the ends of the
earth with haste. So a sharp call and a
loud one goes out unto the ends of the
earth to all the inhabiters of Babylon who
are sighing and crying to flee from her and
escape from her oppressive acts now and
her complete destruction later. If you love
the Lord, then seek his protection and
come to his city, the unwalled village, for
Jehovah is a wall of fire round about it.
Those in it he loves, and to touch one of
his faithful servants is like touching the
pupil of his eye.

SikWATCHTOWER
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it? Will you tell others what you know?
Will you show patience and endurance
while telling them?

Bt is a hard thing for an individual to
make up his mind as to what he wants to
do: stay with this old, dying world with
its wealth, pleasures and present popular-
ity, or, as he puts it, “take a chance” on
the new world. Will you who know God
and who are acquainted with his Word
show your faith by good works? When one
studies and knows the Word of God and
believes that Word, it is not a matter of
taking a chance. It is a matter of being
sure what the outcome will be. If you are
sure, you will try to convince others who
are ready to pull away from Babylon. If
one flees from the old world and from the
nations that are spoiling him, just what
will the outcome be? Primarily it means
the individual will be in line to receive
everlasting life. He will have the opportu-
nity of worshiping the Most High God, his
Creator, for eternity. But in order to re-
ceive the blessings of this life he must ac-

B The time is not very far distant whegept the Son Christ Jesus; for the scripture

Jehovah God will plunder the nations and
destroy them. When Jesus was asked what
the sign of the end of this world would be,
he gave his apostles many things that they
could watch for, and these we see in fulfill-
ment today. It will not be a long time,
therefore, until Armageddon. Those who
have come to know the Lord can do as
commanded: “ ‘Shout with joy, and rejoice,
O daughter of Zion! For 10,1 am coming to
dwell in the midst of you,’ is the oracle of
the Lord. Many nations will attach them-
selves to the Lord on that day; and they
will become his people, and he will dwell
in the midst of you; and you will know that
the Lord of hosts has sent me unto you.
And the Lord will take possession of Ju-
dah.” (Zech. 2:10-12, AT) Do you believe

15. What will he do shortly to the nations? So what
are we commanded to do?

says whosoever believes on Him will be
able to get everlasting life. Are you, as a
Christian, going to help him learn these
things? It will not be easy; it will take
patience and time on the part of both.

7 All of us must remember we are living
in an old world, the world that is opposed
to the establishment of God’ kingdom. It
has been opposed to the Kingdom for cen-
turies. Even when the King Christ Jesus
was upon the earth and did his wonderful
preaching, the nations of the world saw to
it that he was put to death and destroyed
by being staked. He died as a condemned
sinner, as a seditionist, a man against the
Roman rule of Caesar and a man hated by
the very religious Jews who were seek-

16. In what direction will we help individuals to make
up their minds? Why, and how?

17, 18. What is the attitude of the world in which we
live? Yet for what must we take a stand, and in imi-
tation of whom?
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ing the Messiah. He Was one who went
through great persecution. It was not easy
for the King Christ Jesus to live in this old
world. He knew they were out to Kill him,
and they finally did, but that did not scare
him. He had his work to do and he did it
to become the greatest witness of all time
in favor of the name and word of Almighty
God.

1BThe faithful followers of Christ Jesus
must take a similar course. There are no
two ways about it. They must be for Je-
hovah’s kingdom. They no longer want to
be spoiled by the nations and come under
their subjection; so they flee this old world
of Babylon with its devilish rule and place
themselves under the rulership of the King
of heaven, Christ Jesus, who they know
now rules in the heavens. He was placed
upon his throne by Jehovah God and made
ruler in 1914.

A GREAT CROWD ANNOUNCING THE KINGDOM

BWhat a marvelous thing has happened!
Today we find a great crowd of people who
have listened to the message of the King-
dom and who are saying, “Praise Jah, you
people, because Jehovah our God, the Al-
mighty, has begun to rule as king.” (Rev.
19:6, NW) Yes, the time has come for the
vindication of Jehovah’s name, and those
who have fled from the Babylonish organ-
ization recognize that Jehovah has become
king by placing his Son upon the throne
to rule in the midst of his enemies. This is
a day in which to rejoice.

DlIn the early days of the church Jeho-
vah God through his holy spirit or active
force gave power to the apostles to per-
form miracles, and this attracted many peo-
pie to the message and to what the apos-
ties were saying. However, these special
or miraculous gifts came to an end with

19. In fulfillment of Revelation 19:6 what is a great
crowd now saying, and why? .

20, 21. What was_the effect of the miracles done by the
apostles and their fellows? How were they even mis-
understood and resented?
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the death of the apostles, and we do not
see them in operation at the present time.

2You will remember the account in
Acts 14 where the apostles Paul and Bar-
nabas were preaching the good news and
they had performed a miracle. After seeing
the marvels done by these men, the people
wanted to make them gods; for they
thought that the gods of heaven had come
down to the earth and had become men.
“However, when the apostles Barnabas and
Paul heard of it, they ripped their outer
garments and leaped out into the crowd,
crying out and saying: ‘Men, why are you
doing these things? We also are human
creatures having the same infirmities as
you do, and are declaring the good news to
you, for you to turn from these vain things
to the living God, who made the heaven
and the earth and the sea and all the things
in them.” (Acts 14:14,15, Paul and
Barnabas did not take credit for doing this
miracle themselves. They knew it was done
by the power of God, so they gave all the
honor to him. They told those surrounding
them that the one who backed them up in
doing this miracle was the Creator of
heaven and earth, and as for themselves
they were just mere ordinary human crea-
tures. Their whole purpose in preaching
and performing the miracle was to turn the
people toward the only true God and for
nothing else. They wanted to show the
people that their heathen gods in the tem-
pies where the Gentiles offered sacrifices
were not living gods worthy of worship.
It was the truth from God’s Word that they
were contrasting with false religion. Even
though sincere and honest and trying to
do the people good, they were greatly per-
secuted and hounded by them at other
places on their travels because of miracles
they performed and especially because of
the message they preached. Nevertheless,
the truth found a sure foothold in those
early days.
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250 it is today with the ministers of
the gospel. The good news is still being
preached, and while they do not have the
power to perform miracles, they do have
from God the power and the commission
to preach this gospel unto the ends of the
world. The Lord’s people have been deliv-
ered from the Babylonish organization and
from the nations that spoiled them. Be-
cause they fled from these organizations
they are tormented by Babylonians. Oh,
yes, they are still in the world, but they
are no longer a part of it. They have come
to the unwalled city under Jehovah’s pro-
tection and they know that “Jehovah
knows those who belong to him”. The faith-
ful followers of Christ Jesus, regardless of
oppression, will pursue righteousness and
godly devotion. They will stand up against
all the opposition that is brought to bear
against them, because they know that even
as Christ and the apostles were persecuted
and were permitted to go through many
trials and tribulations; so even today they
must do likewise, and it is only by endur-
ance that they will be able to gain the
victory. It is the aim of Jehovah’s witnesses
to help the people; therefore they cannot
give up.

2iWhen Paul wrote to Timothy, he
pointed out that we must have faith, love
and endurance and must continue in our
preaching work with mildness of temper.
We are not to get angry and rant and rave
as the peoples of the nations of this old
world do. We are not to act as their chief
representatives do in the conferences of
the United Nations. The loud, abusive talk
at election time is typical of their lack of
love for one another. Christians cannot
share in that kind of speech. It is unbe-
coming. Rather, with a steady, faithful
love and devotion they must show their

22. What about such miracles todaﬁ? What do we un-
dergo from the nations, and yet what are we showing
endurance to do? . .
23. With what qualities must we endure in preaching
work? Why?
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endurance with a mild temper. This kind
of disposition they will be able to use when
talking to the people in the world, and
they will be able to persuade all kinds of
people to listen to the message that they
have. They may not be proud or haughty,
nor do they feel that they are better than
anyone else. In order to contend for the
victory in this contest of faith, they must
preach the Word in a manner pleasing to
God and in a manner that will attract the
people who are seeking after truth and
righteousness. Is it not the desire of God
to see all kinds of men saved? and do not
Jehovah’s witnesses feel that way about
it, too?

2APaul said, “Contend for victory in the
right contest of the faith, get a firm hold
on the everlasting life for which you were
called and you declared the right con-
fession publicly before many witnesses.”
(1 Tim. 6:12, NW) So then, in order for a
Christian to contend for the victory in the
right contest of the faith, he must make a
public confession and tell all kinds of peo-
pie what he believes. Jehovah’ witnesses
world-wide are doing just that, and the re-
suits in the past six years show the great
blessing of Jehovah. Below is set out the
number of Kingdom publishers or ministers
who have been proclaiming the message of
the Kingdom every month throughout the
years mentioned. The last figure shows the
increase in number of publishers over the
previous year.

increase over 1944
; Increase over
; Increase over
; increase over
; increase over
; Increase over

TVOUUUUTO
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Slt is noted that during the last three
years there has been an increase of ap-
proximately 49,000 ministers preaching the
Word every year. In other words, 49,000

24. How are we making a right confession world-wide,
and with what results since 1945?

25. So what increase in ministers has there been year-
ly? How are they contending for victory?
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persons have been coming out of the old
world each year, taking a definite stand
for God’s kingdom and making proclama*
tion of this stand publicly before many wit-
nesses. In this way they are contending
for the victory. While they have had many

Brooklyn, N. Y.

trials and difficulties, “Jehovah knows
those who belong to him,” and he who
touches one of these witnesses touches the
pupil of his eye. Jehovah loves their faith-
fulness, and he gives the increase! Are you
having a share in it?

THE VISIBLE PART OF THE RESTORED CITY

HE big question that comes up in the

mind of many people is, Just how long
will it be until the battle of Armageddon?
and when will the accomplished end come?
How long must | keep on working? The
Lord Jesus answers the question in the
24th chapter of Matthew, wherein he says,
“And this good news of the kingdom will
be preached in all the inhabited earth for
the purpose of a witness to all the nations,
and then the accomplished end will come.”
(Matt. 24:14, NW) Then, as long as this
witness must be preached to the nations,
the end will not come. It is quite evident
that there are thousands upon thousands
of persons who have not yet been given
ample opportunity to take their stand on
the side of the Kingdom. What shall be
done? With thousands of persons of good
will coming to the Lord’s organization and
becoming ministers of the gospel after a
period of study, and this at the rate of
49,000 a year, one would think that the
Theocracy’s increase would be even great-
er. Could it be greater each year? Is each
one consecrated to God getting a firm hold
on everlasting life by declar-
ing the right confession pub-
licly? It is good for every
one of Jehovah’s witnesses to
carefully analyze his work

1. What questions come to mind, es-
pecially in view of the many not yet
given the opportunity to take a stand ?

in line with these questions. What would
your answer be in view of what follows?
2Reports have come in from 115 eoun-
tries, islands, provinces and different terri-
torial divisions of the nations, and we find
that there are 328,572 of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses scattered even to the ends of the
earth who have been proclaiming the good
news of God’s kingdom every month
throughout the year. That is splendid. They
devoted a lot of time to seeing to it that
this message was preached. The Society
keeps a record of the hours that are spent
in preaching the message, and we find that
54,707,445 hours were used during the 1950
service year to preach the Word. This good
work of preaching the Word of God has
ascended to heaven as a sweet savor in the
nostrils of the Lord, and to his servants on
the earth it brings satisfaction because we
know we have been able for another year
to preach that Jehovah is King.
3The Lord’s people are not interested in
just talking to everyone and everybody, al-
though they will; but they are primarily
interested in talking to those who have an
ear to hear. They go from
door to door to find such and
then they arrange to call

2. During 1950 how many reported
ublishing, in how many lands, and
or_how many hours? _

3. To what persons are we especially
interested in talking? With what re-
suit in back-calls and book studies
during 1950?
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back on those persons who have
shown interest. Perhaps some-
one of the many persons spoken
to has obtained a book or a mag-
azine or a booklet, so this inter-
est is followed up. During the
year the many thousands of Je-
hovah’s witnesses made 18,782,-
972 back-calls on persons inter-
ested in God’s Word. As you read the report
in the Yearbook you will note that many
miles were traveled in order to reach these
eighteen million people and then these min-
isters would spend perhaps an hour or more
with them, answering their questions on
the Bible and bringing the good news from
God’ Word to their attention. In addition
to making these back-calls it has been
found advisable to study regularly with
people who really want to learn. So these
publishers of the good news have been
making 234,952 calls on persons every
week, conducting Bible studies in their
homes. But is this enough? No. We must
help them to get a firm hold on everlasting
life and help them to declare the right kind
of confession publicly. We want them to
know God so well that they will be able to
preach to others also, doing so because
they want to, not from coercion, but rather
because of love for the truth and a desire
to see Theocracy’s increase.

41t is observed that in the over-all pic-
ture among these 115 nations there has
been an 18 per cent increase; or, there were
49,151 more persons proclaiming the mes-
sage of the Kingdom this past year, 1950,
than during the year of 1949. That is ex-
cellent progress and it shows that many
more people have come to renounce un-
righteousness, having taken to themselves
the name of Jehovah, and being blessed by
him in their service toward him. But what
can we do in 1951 to improve that activity?

4. What was the 1950 peak of publishers? So what can
be done to improve the activity generally?
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If the general trend is to increase, then our
individual results must also take an up-
swing. As we go over the report for last
year, we find that sometime during the
year each country had a peak in publishers.
In other words, a greater number of all
those associated with the organization of
Jehovah’s witnesses world-wide were out
in the work in one particular month than
in any other month. Adding all these peaks
of publishers who were witnesses for the
Kingdom, we note that there was a total
of 373,430 persons doing ministerial work.
If these 373,430 persons engaged in the
field service every month, the witness
would be tremendous, and the shout that
would go forth to the Lord’s praise would
be as the voice of a great crowd and the
sound of many waters. So it should be.
5In Revelation 19:6-
8 ( ) it is stated,
“And | heard what
was as a voice of a
great crowd and as a
sound of many waters
and as a sound of
heavy thunders. They said: ‘Praise Jah,
you people, because Jehovah our God, the
Almighty, has begun to rule as king. Let
us rejoice and be overjoyed, and let us give
him the glory, because the marriage of the
Lamb has arrived and his wife has prepared
herself. Yes, it has been granted to her to
be arrayed in bright, clean, fine linen, for
the fine linen stands for the righteous acts
of the holy ones.”” It is time now for this
great crowd to shout forth the praises of
the Most High and declare Jehovah as King,
and this sound must be so great that it will
appear to be the
sound of many wa-
ters and as heavy
thunder. The ques-

5. How mighty was the
voice of the great crowd
John heard ? So what ques-
tions may we properly
ask?
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tions might be asked by all of Jehovah’s
witnesses, Is the sound that is going forth
that strong? and, Shall we, by the Lord’s
grace, make it that strong?

clt cannot be denied that the great mul-
titude of men and cattle are being gathered
to this unwalled city. It cannot be denied
that we see Theocracy’s increase. It can-
not be denied that Jehovah God is pro-
tecting his people as though we were under
the shadow of his hand. It cannot be denied
that this gospel of the Kingdom is being
preached world-wide. But, being servants
of the Lord, we ask ourselves the questions,
Can we do better? Can we do more? Are
we finding all of the “other sheep” and aid-
ing them properly? Look over the chart as
it is published and observe that 28 coun-
tries had a 50 per cent or more increase in
publishers. Are we to say that these coun-
tries have more “sheep” in them than can
be found now in other countries? Or are we
to assume that those working in these coun-
tries are working more diligently as far
as back-calls, Bible studies and house-to-
house work are concerned? Are the efforts
that they are putting forth in their home-
lands reaping greater results because of
better efficiency, using the time to greater
value? Are they right in the homes with
the people, talking to them and studying
with them? or are they just standing on
the street corner holding the magazines
and saying nothing? Are they going from
door to door enthusiastically and continu-
ally talking to those who have an ear
to hear? Is our work efficient? These are
questions that we can all propound to our-
selves. Then again as we look over all of
these countries, we find that 45 countries
out of the 115 report at least a 34 per cent
or more increase in their publishers in the
field on the average every month as com-
pared with last year. We wonder, How
6. How many lands had a 50 per cent or more Increase?

How many 34 per cent or more? What questions may
therefore be asked?
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can they have such a marvelous increase?
Again the same questions might be asked.

INDIVIDUAL ACTION TOWARD INCREASE

7When we look at our task and the re-
suits thus far, the 18 per cent increase for
all nations on the average is splendid; but
if we are going to see Theocracy’s increase
as we have never seen it before, what must
we do during the year 19517 Individually,
we cannot bring in a half a publisher or a
third of a publisher, but we can, as pub-
lishers of the new world, aid another crea-
ture to understand God’s purposes, help
him in going out in the work, grounding
him well in the truth, and letting him see
his privilege of being a minister of the
Most High to join in this great shout like
that of thunder and sing praises that Jeho-
vah is King. By Jehovah’s undeserved
kindness a far greater crowd will sing these
praises before Armageddon, and Jehovah’s
witnesses will share in gathering them.
Would it not be well, then, for every one
of Jehovah’s witnesses today to try to help
at least one person to gain sufficient knowl-
edge of the truth during the coming year
S0 as to aid him to become a regular pub-
lisher? We may have to conduct many
studies to gain one for the Lord; but if
we are able to do this and everyone made
it his goal, regardless of in what land,
territory, city, village or countryside he
lives, the number of publishers would be
doubled by the end of the service year.

8Every company will continue to strive
for the quota of a 10 per cent increase
as it has in previous years, but it should
not stop at that. Why not, in addition, have
every company, by the Lord’s grace, strive
for at least a 34 per cent increase on its
peak number of publishers? In other words,
let every company take the peak of pub-

7. To see Theocracy's increase during 1951 as never
before, what task may we set ourselves individually?
8. Besides our regular quota, what goal of increase
may we strive for and with what total of publishers
by ‘the end of 19517
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Ushers that it had during last year and add
34 per cent to that and make that your
quota for your peak to be reached during
your 1951 service year. If every organiza-
tion, company, country or branch, can ac-
complish this, it will mean that by the end
of 1951 we will have over a half million
ministers interested in preaching this good
news of the Kingdom. That will mean
500,396 persons, to be exact; surely a great
crowd whose voice will sound like many
waters and like heavy thunder, proclaiming
that “Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has
begun to rule as king”.

0Can we expect such things to happen
as we draw nearer to the battle of Arma-
geddon? There is no reason why we should
not, if all the good-will people are to be
gathered into God’s organization. Take
last year’s Memorial figures for example.
There were 511,203 persons who assembled
to celebrate the Lord’s death. Why not aid
one and all to proclaim him as King? When
the prophet Zechariah said, “Thus says
the Lord of hosts: ‘In those days, ten men,
from nations of every language, shall lay
hold of him who is a Jew, saying, “Let us
go with you; for we have heard that God
is with you!” ”” what did he mean? (Zech.
8:23, AT) He meant a greater crowd would
manifest themselves. Ten men would take
hold of the skirt of a spiritual Israelite or
Jew, a witness for Jehovah, one who is
diligent in service and wholly devoted to
the Lord, because they will hear “that God
is with you”. Will we not then let them
hear that God is with us and show them
the evidence of it? It is very essential for
us to make proclamation of the Kingdom
so that all who will may share in our bless-
ing and rejoice in Theocracy’s increase.

10The company organizations world-wide
will be supported by the 14,093 pioneers

9. What attendance last year shows this is possible?
And what does Zechariah 8:23 indicate we must do?
10. What special workers will support the companies
toward this goal, and in what numbers?
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serving full time in all parts of the world.
In this group are found 779 missionaries
situated in 79 countries outside the United
States of America. With their aid the 34
per cent increase over last year’s peak will
be made easier, especially since we have
511,203 persons coming to our Memorial
service. The Society is sending out more
graduates from its school of Gilead and will
continue to do so as long as the Lord pro-
vides the funds to support them in their
mission fields. They have been trained as
are all of God’s servants to help in this
great gathering work now going on.

N To accomplish the increase the mes-
sage of the Kingdom must be taken directly
to the people, in the form either of the
Bible or of the other publications as we
print them. Good work has been done along
these lines, for in the year 1950 there were
15,954,418 bound books and booklets dis-
tributed along with 17,376,611 magazines

(Watchtower axd Awake!), in addition to
the 622,094 year’ subscriptions that were
taken. This is feeding the people well with
literature, but the question is, Has the
proper follow-through been made to bring
about Theocracy’s increase? We cannot
stop with placing literature, but we must
continually and regularly call on the people
and study with them. Millions of tracts and
handbills were distributed throughout the
world. In fact, the Society in all of its print-
ing plants shows a combined total of Bibles,
books and booklets printed in the number
of 12,650,267. As to the Watchtower and
Awake! magazines, this total for the year
reached to 46,084,937. The Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society is in position to
print more if the demand comes from the
field, and nothing would make the members
of the branch offices happier than for that
to happen. In addition to all this printing
there were 242,215,027 other pieces of liter-

11. What quantities of literature have been made avail-
EL:\jtS)J)e for the people? So what responsibility rests with



Country

U. S. of America
Alaska
Azores
Bahamas
Bermuda

Fr. Equ. Africa
Gambia, B.W.A.
Guadeloupe
Iceland

Korea

Liberia
Martinique
Palestine
Portugal

Sierra Leone

Spain
Argentina
Ausitli’alla

Nothh Borneo

Republic of Indonesia
Singapore
Austria
Belgium
Luxembourg
Bolivja
Braz_li i
British Guiana
British Honduras
British Isles

Malta
British W. Ind.
Burma
Canada

Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba

Cyprus .
Czechoslovakia
Denmark .
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

Egypt
9,:%\I_rﬁ))gIo-Egyptian Sudan

ibya
El SaK/ador
Finland

France
aar
Germany
Gold Coast
Ivory Coast

Greece
Turkey

1949
Av.
Pubs.

82,958
32
52

8
15
3
35
4
13
18
12

30
22

53
1,135
3,77%
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37
1,775
187

55
17,239
73

1
1,057
14,305
211

171
3,293
3,236

32

6
38,897
1,412

2,299
30

1950 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES WORLD-WIDE

1950 % Inc. Peak Av. No. . .
Av. over Pubs. Pio. Public No. of  Total Total New Individual
Pubs. 1949 1950  Pubs. Meet'gs Comp’s Literature Hours Subs. Magazines
98,468 19 108.144 57273 71,964 2,941 7.362,431 15,796,063 322,805 9,028,995
52 63 72 5 40 3 5,607 11,213 473 7,282
5 New 8 1 234 511 4
74 42 90 9 47 1 5,335 16,934 240 12,914
3 5 1 27 181 3
21 40 29 238 3 787 4,180 57 37
2 2 2 3 1,083 2,405 80 447
43 23 54 2 72 1 1,240 8,590 51 1,857
6 50 9 3 7 1 8,901 4,197 64 2,921
35 169 61 8 2 1 14,690 15,911 16 484
30 67 36 8 9 2 7,411 15,147 428 5,107
6 New 7 4 1 1,630 5,655 12 2,063
18 50 25 3 16 5 2,270 7,105 41 619
48 60 58 1 16 1 2,895 5,976 140 358
43 96 58 3 13 1 4,786 10,026 133 2,427
79 49 93 1 6 2,615 9,300 73 628
1,292 14 1,416 74 979 58 60,870 247,150 3,495 153,320
4,502 19 5,163 249 5,288 226 211,326 673,008 8,852 413,044
12 50 19 1 15 1 ,354 3,016 60 1,876
2 New 2 7 7 17 2
20 54 25 3 1 17,052 6,805 69 286
48 140 69 7 27 1 9,202 14,767 704 4,422
2,162 34 2,371 70 1,939 143 206,464 378,829 3.347 333,745
2,150 33 2,462 87 1,069 69 135,661 341,551 2,131 0,201
79 49 88 4 53 5 34 17,17 113 ,
48 30 59 15 19 3 7,257 22,496 340 5,535
2,858 61 3,873 218 1734 99 403,456 534,219 6,625 88,122
206 10 244 29 217 15 18,332 53,966 515 22,910
65 1 82 51 6 1,767 12,259 91 5,993
20,842 21 22,678 1126 26,107 624 1,819,284 3,314,965 73,683 510,246
941 29 10? 35 157 5 13, lgg 61,4918 565 5,272
1,520 44 1,701 110 2,053 53 56,094 310,321 2,590 88,369
70 23 8 Ie) 2 23,539 18.123 ,
16,013 12 18,709 770 9,691 627 470,814 2,079,891 34,456 1,410,539
361 71 547 52 137 14 46,973 97,662 1,194 27,277
46 132 10 56 4 173 15,297 256 1,554
144 48 162 16 36 26,561 38,577 280 8,175
1,139 21 1,345 44 447 32 18,506 161,049 852 25,457
6,619 21 7,505 349 3,216 178 109,838 899,099 3,761 127,278
204 45 242 10 143 8 ,751 1,29 144 3,540
2,403 86 2,882 2 36 271 14,360 220,792 1,089
4,552 21 4,936 137 2,786 174 182,957 573,832 8,440 376,105
245 13 292 42 189 8 4,309 3,451 491 15,831
100 79 160 17 20 2 13,006 29,891 164 9,243
184 37 221 9 190 8 6,134 34,590 530 9,182
1 New 1 155
3 New 5 1 1 1 174 409
207 21 250 16 76 4 8,136 32,596 305 7,466
3,985 21 4,354 207 6,209 391 204,999 607,013 9,124 173,163
4,526 40 5,441 142 2,562 150 332,833 641,451 10,146 158,861
441 35 549 8 26 12 37,236 , 1,166 .
47,853 23 52,473 1,765 17,413 1,652 1,472,495 9,154,166 26,877 1,752,285
2,120 50 2,856 2,21 7 51,921 443,735 981 37,004
2 New 2 23 404 22
2,676 16 3,441 21 1,139 222 55,332 230,943 2,818 48,802
47 57 60 1 2 ,948 8,738 57 1,439

Bib]
Back-Calls Stddlgs
5,631,903 76,377
570 59
155 2
7,719 127
159 2
3,633 117
1,426 10
2528 32
1,495 10
5.979 119
8,830 151
2:255 32
1,418 17
2.820 19
4328 84
11‘21’259 9‘7%
254100  3.015
1,850 16
34 1
2,872 27
8607 174
176,038 1406
111728 1446
6,766 69
9,110 152
159624 1,924
19.312 315
5.062 106
1438414 11,757
19,811 14(3)
116,618 1,996
X 110
596,504 7,833
40,827 588
6,454 115
16,110 205
50913 1,061
249496 4,184
8,492 120
91.456 1,599
205.669 1,966
31.474 521
13,867 190
11,161 96
41
274 5
14,221 206
185,312 2,319
244584 2,295
42836 259
4,605,783 39,084
64.381 1,350
145
83,560 659
2,805 27



Guatemala
Haﬁtl B
Hawaii

Honduras
Hungary

India
Ceylon
[ran
Pakistan

Italy

Jamaica
Japan
Latvia
Lebanon
Syria

Mexico
Netherlands

Netherlands W. Ind.

Newfoundland
New Zealand

Nicaragua
Nigeria
ameroun

e
Fernand% Po

French Togoland
Northern Rhodesia
Belgian Congo

Tanganylka

Uganda
Norway
Nyasaland .
Portuguese E. Air.
Panama

Paraguay
Peru
Philippine Republic

Poland .
Puerto Rico

Vlrgln Islands
Rom
South Afrlca

ngola
Basutoland
Bechuanaland

St. He

South West Africa

Swaz
Southern Rhode5|a

Surinam
French Guiana

Sweden

SWltzerIand

Thailand

Uruguay
Venezueéla
Yugoslavia
Miscellaneous
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ature run off the presses, such as handbills,
placards used for advertising public meet-
ings, as well as the Informant, letters, let-
terheads, etc. The literature is available,
and as far as the people of the world are
concerned the majority of them can be
reached with the good news. The respon-
sibility to bring it to them rests with the
Lord’s people as they preach the Word,
and, by Jehovah’s grace, that they will do.

HOLDING ON FAITHFULLY

12Jehovah’s witnesses know that long
ago the Supreme One of the universe spoke
to the faithful men of old, and that he
spoke to them by means of the prophets.
But now, at the end of this old system of
things, he speaks to us by means of his Son,
who is his appointed heir of all things.
(Heb. 1:1, 2) We have a record of what he
said and we can study it. Not only that,
the greatest event in history has occurred,
namely, Christ Jesus has been placed upon
his throne and is ruling as Jehovah’s king!
He is God’s reflected glory and the exact
representation of his being. He is much
better than the angels because he has in-
herited a name more excellent than any of
these. If what the angels said happened,
more surely will the sayings of the Son of
God take place. Certainly we must listen
to his commands and do them.

BIt is because of the instruction of the
Son of God that Jehovah’s witnesses go out
and proclaim the message of the Kingdom.
Paul said to us, as God’s spokesman, at
Hebrews 2:1 (NW): “That is why it is
necessary for us to pay more than the usual
attention to the things heard by us, that we
may never drift away.” We must keep in
mind that the one speaking and giving di-
rections is the only-begotten Son of God.
We are to walk in his steps and follow his

12. By whom has God spoken in these last days, and
why does it behoove us to heed the commands of that
one?

13. Why should we be more diligent than ever for
Theocracy’s increase ?
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example, preaching the Word. This is not
the time to become lax and indifferent and
to think that the battle of Armageddon is
far away. “The time left is reduced.”
(1 Cor. 7:29, NW) He revealed to the
apostles the sign of the end of this world
and of his second presence, and we have
proof that he is invisibly here. One of the
marks of his presence is the great preach-
ing work. Therefore, it is necessary for
Jehovah’s servants on the earth to be more
diligent than ever concerning Theocracy’s
increase. “Do your utmost to present your-
self approved to God, a workman with noth-
ing to be ashamed of, handling the word of
the truth aright.”—2 Tim. 2:15,2W\.

M Jesus said, ‘Seek you first the kingdom
of heaven, and all these things will be
added unto you’; so then, we must have
this one principal idea of seeking first the
Kingdom, and then follow it through to the
finish. That is why Paul said to Timothy,
“For this very cause | remind you to stir
up like a fire the gift of God which is in
you through the laying of my hands upon
you. For God gave us not a spirit of cow-
ardice, but that of power and of love and
of soundness of mind. Therefore do not be-
come ashamed of the witness about our
Lord, neither of me a prisoner for his sake,
but take your part in suffering evil for the
good news according to the power of God.”
(2 Tim. 1:6-8,
secution; we may expect imprisonment,
even as Paul, who spent time in prison. We
may expect to find many faithful even
though behind totalitarian iron curtains,
forced out of communication with the rest
of God’s people. We may expect to find
some when we are in concentration camps
or scourged by mob violence. This one
thing we know for sure: we cannot expect
favor from this wicked world, for this old
world is not for God’s kingdom. Jesus said,

14. What do we seek first, and so we interest ourselves
mainly in what assembling, and where?

NW)We must expe
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“My kingdom is no part of this world.”
(John 18:36,
We have been warned concerning these
conditions, and despite them all we will in-
terest ourselves only in the assembly of
the “other sheep”, for this is in vindication
of Jehovah’s name.

LIf we are to gather persons of good
will into the unwalled city now because
it is Jehovah’s time, and that at a rate
of 34 per cent increase over the previous
year’s peak, Jehovah’s withesses want to be
prepared to take care of them. By the kind-
ness of God his servants have been faithful
in the work entrusted to them, and we re-
member Jesus’ words at Luke 16:10 (NW):
“The person faithful in what is least is
faithful also in much, and the person un-
righteous in what is least is unrighteous
also in much.” Those who have taken up
the faithful service of the Most High must
be faithful in all their work, large or small.
The little details relative to house-to-house
witnessing are just as essential to faith-
fulness as the looking after a large com-
pany. We have greater work ahead of

15. What rule of faithfulness should we apply now, and
in view of what future demands of service upon us?

It Was All a Bit Confusing
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us, the gathering of a big crowd of the

NW)And we knowdther teleeep”; for they are coming in now

in greater numbers than ever before and
we must be in position to receive them.
Should we cringe back and say it is too
much for us when ten persons take hold of
our garments and demand our time to tell
them the truth because they have heard
about our God and that he is with us? No!
We will be glad they have joined in the
song, “Praise Jah, you people, because
Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has begun
to rule as king.”—Rev. 19:6,

16When these thousands, yes, maybe
millions, someday come into Jehovah’s un-
walled city before Armageddon, he will
protect them no matter where they may be
on the face of the earth. When the opposers
of Jehovah’s kingdom harm one of these
his little ones it is like touching the pupil
of his eye, for “Jehovah knows those who
belong to him”. With this assurance Jeho-
vah’s witnesses press on in the grand work
of preaching the good news of Jehovah’s
kingdom, all to his honor and in true wor-
ship of our Sovereign Lord.

16. With what assurance of protection do we press on?

If forced to explain any number of worldly ceremonies taken for granted
but never investigated, many would find themselves in the state described
by the above title. It proved a fitting caption for an item appearing in the
London Catholic Herald of April 14, 1950, in reference to such a ceremony
in the midst of this world’s political upheaval. The item follows:
“A letter received in Hong Kong from a village in Communist-held
China tells of an odd ceremony at the opening of a new term at the little
Catholic school. The Communist flag was hung on the classroom wall.
Then a large holy picture was hung in front of it. Three bows were made
to the flag—and three to the holy picture. The new national anthem was
sung, followed by three Hail Marys. A Communist official made a speech,

and then came a talk by the Catholic teacher. Finally "God bless China

rang out amidst the traditional burst of fireworks.”



HEN Jehovah God said to the Ser-

pent in Eden, “I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel,” it
constituted a declaration of war. War that
was to last down to the final battle of Ar-
mageddon, when Christ the seed of God’s
woman would bind the satanic serpent in
the abyss. Then, according to God’s prom-
ise, the Seed will bless all families of the
earth. But until that time the servants of
God would always be at enmity with the
seed of the Serpent, with that demonic one
constantly throwing pressures, weights and
obstacles into the pathway of the servant
of God to cause him to turn aside, stumble,
fall and break integrity.—Gen. 3:15;
22:18; Rev. 20:1-3.

Down through the centuries the strug-
gle has run. Like contestants in a race the
faithful witnesses of Jehovah have kept
their eyes upon the goal of his final vindi-
cation and new world blessings. As dis-
tance runners, men of faith insured final
victory by sticking to the fight, laying
aside every weight, side-stepping obstacles
the wily foe put on the race course.

The perfect example of the one who laid
aside every weight to engage in the cen-
turies-long struggle is Christ Jesus. By
no stretch of the imagination could we see
him burdening himself down with the re-
ligious traditions and doctrines of the
scribes and Pharisees. No subtleties of Sa-
tan could convince him that he should take
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upon himself the responsibilities of
the Roman political rule. His car-
pentry business was set aside when
he reached the age of thirty years;
no contracting business was to in-
terfere with his engaging fully in
the godly combat. As a free, un-
encumbered young man, he would
not even consider taking on the
responsibility of a wife and family.
No self-desire or selfishness of any kind
was to weight down this Seed of God’s
woman. True to prophetic utterance, he
was at last bruised in death by the Serpent,
and the enmity between God’s woman and
the Serpent raged on.

Pointing to this perfect example, the
apostle Paul urged Christians on in the
race for God’s approval and life by faithful
fighting in the hotly contested issue.
Throwing the mind of his readers back
up the long corridor of years, he reviewed
the fight, beginning with Abel. Down the
see-sawing battle front of forty centuries
the hostility of the Serpent is shown; but
faithfully these valiant upholders of Je-
hovah’s supremacy beat back the assaults
on their integrity. They “waxed valiant in
fight”. (Heb. 11:4-40) Then to Christians
Paul continues: “So, then, because we
have so great a cloud of witnesses sur-
rounding us, let us also put off every
weight and the sin that easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, as we look intently at
the leader and perfect-
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ly write thus, for in this race he won: “I
have fought the right fight, | have run the
course to the finish, 1 have observed the
faith.”—2 Tim. 4.7, N

Now the contest mounts to a climax.
Christ took his Kingdom power to reign
in 1914, and thereafter war in heaven
spelled a major defeat for Satan. Now the
reigning Seed of God’s woman has the
angry Serpent cornered, down at the foot-
stool earth, for the crushing of its head
at Armageddon. Filled with wrath and
rage, knowing his time is short, Satan as
a roaring lion seeks whom he may devour.
Woes he pours upon all mankind, but espe-
daily upon God’s servants does he bring
weights and pressures to crumple their in-
tegrity. (1 Pet. 5:8; Rev. 12:1-17) But the
faithful witnesses of Jehovah have their
battle orders. Declare the day of God’s
vengeance! Comfort all that mourn! Preach
the Kingdom gospel in all nations! Preach
the Word! (Isa. 61:1,2; Matt. 24:14;
2 Tim. 4:2) To win out as the battle ap-
proaches its final stage, as the race enters
its final lap, Christians must lay aside
every weight that unnecessarily burdens
their activity.

WEIGHTS TO BE LAID ASIDE

But what are the weights and burdens
that must be laid aside to continue on in
the fight and run the race through to vie-
tory? Foremost among the burdens that
Satan has weighted upon man is false re-

ligion. Hiding Bible

SEeEWATCHTOWEFC

21

blasphemed God with its teachings of
purgatory and eternal torment, both of
which are based upon the pagan philos-
ophy of human soul immortality. Deny-
ing God’s purpose for the earth and hu-
man habitation of it in paradise condi-
tions, false religion has ridiculously taught
that Jehovah is going to burn up this plan-
et that he prepared for man’s home. Re-
jecting the supremacy of Almighty God,
orthodox religion champions a pagan doc-
trine of a trinity of gods, not one supreme
God, but three coequal ones. On and on
one could go pointing out the errors of
Christendom’ religions—Christian in
name, but actually as pagan as ancient
Rome, Greece and Babylon whence her re-
ligions have been drawn. What a tremen-
dous weight these religions have been, that
divide men into hundreds of quarreling and
fighting sects and cults, that keep men
from following Jehovah’s pure worship as
outlined in his Word the Biblel—Rom.
6:23; Ezek. 18:4; Eccl. 1:4; lIsa. 45:18;
John 14:28; Matt. 23:4,13.

When God’s witnesses perceived that
Jehovah and Christ were the true “higher
powers” to whom Christians must be sub-
ject, another heavy and grievous weight
was lifted from the shoulders of his peo-
pie. (Rom. 13:1) No longer did corrupt
politicians wrongly occupy that position
in the minds of God’s servants, and when
such politicians pompously demand that
the witnesses of Jehovah halt their preach-
ing God’s servants answer back: “Whether
it is righteous in the sight of God to listen
to you rather than to God, make your de-
cision. But as for us, we cannot stop speak-
ing about the things we have seen and
heard.” “We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.” (Acts 4:19,20; 5:29,
NW) Nor do they become involved in poli-
tics.—Matt. 4:8-10; John 6:15; Jas. 4:4.

But some wise enough to side-step
the trap of worldly religion, alert to the
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folly of supporting the weight of politics,
are nevertheless snared in the pursuit of
material gain, which is commerce, and
carry around on their backs the stagger-
ing load of business obligations. So loaded
down are some with the seeking of mate-
rial possessions that they have little or no
time to carry out their battle orders to
“preach the word”. In the godly race they
stagger and stumble, and many fall under
the weight of commerce. They may never
pick themselves up.

Follow the course of an individual
from real life. A young man, raised in
godly surroundings like young Timothy,
knowing the Holy Scriptures from youth.
(2 Tim. 3:15-17) Quickly his school years
pass. Wonderful opportunities in Kingdom
service lie ahead. Unencumbered, he is in
position to heed the Commander’s invita-
tion, “Come and follow me.” (Matt. 19:21)
But a call comes from the old world also.
A place opens for him in a business estab-
lishment. Self-desire and seeking after ma-
terial possessions take hold of him. Not
all of his time, at first. He preaches, some.

But gradually as he advances in busi-
ness his theocratic activities suffer. He
is getting to be somebody in the commer-
cial firm. Most of his time is taken up by
the growing weight of business responsi-
bility. What little street witnessing he
does becomes embarrassing. Business as-
sociates chide him. And what if he should
run into his boss in the door-to-door work?
Moreover, necessary social contacts with
fellow employees bring him into the dan-
gerous waters of the loose moral standards
of this world. Before long the once free
and unencumbered young man staggers
in the fight. No, he is not out of the truth;
he still comes to meetings occasionally, and
engages in the service work spasmodically.
But his conscience is heavy within him.

As was the case in Paul’s day, so is the
case today: “Those who are determined to
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be rich fall into temptation and a snare
and many senseless and hurtful desires
which plunge men into destruction and
ruin. For the love of money is a root of
all sorts of injurious things, and by reach-
ing out for this love some have been led
astray from the faith and have stabbed
themselves all over with many pains.”
—1 Tim. 6:9,10, NW.

“SEEKING FIRST THE KINGDOM”

Even necessities of life, if put before
service, can weight us down. Jesus said:
“You cannot be slaves to God and to Rich-
es. On this account | say to you: Stop be-
ing anxious about your souls as to what
you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your bodies as to what you will
wear. Does not the soul mean more than
food and the body than clothing? For all
these are the things the nations are eager-
ly pursuing. For your heavenly Father
knows you need all these things. Keep on,
then, seeking first the kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these other things
will be added to you.”—Matt. 6:24, 25, 32,
33, NW.

Sometimes consecrated servants of God
lose sight of this important counsel by
Jesus. They fail to practice the admonition
to seek first the Kingdom. First in their
lives comes a new home, new car, radio,
television set, and procuring the where-
withal to keep up the payments on these
“necessities”. So to the daily treadmill
they go. But it is not enough. Get a better-
paying job. Still not enough. Go into busi-
ness for themselves. Ah, that is better.
Now that they are their own bosses, they
reason, they will have lots of time for serv-
ice. As soon as the business gets going
they can pioneer. It is longer getting going
than they thought. Financial burdens in-
crease along with material possessions, and
less time instead of more is spent in gospel-
preaching. Yes, they own a business that
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has given them a nice home, a shiny big
car, a television set, fine food and clothes
—everything. Everything, that is, except
peace of mind, happiness and prospects of
eternal life. Better put, they do not own a
business, house, car, television, and so on;
these things own them.

Other servants may have such things,
but rather than letting these possessions
burden them down they control their use
or even make such instruments an aid to
them in service. They have not made such
things their goal in life, having first call
on their time and energy and concern. It
is a great burden, this love of worldly pos-
sessions, “because everything in the world
—the desire of the flesh and the desire of
the eyes and the showy display of one’s
means of life—does not originate with the
Father, but originates with the world.
Furthermore, the world is passing away
and so is its desire, but he that does the
will of God remains forever.”—1 John
2:15-17, NW.

Some weights and responsibilities, once
taken on, cannot be rightly laid aside.
Once assumed, they must be carried. A
servant can deliberately pick up weights
because of giving way to “the desire of the
flesh and the desire of the eyes”. To illus-
trate, here is another sad page from real
life. A lovely young pioneer sister, six
years ago, happy and carefree in the bat-
tie daily preaching the Word. Ahead of
her were Gilead training and foreign mis-
sionary service, with all its added bless-
ings. Today her plight tugs at one’s heart.
It started innocently enough. But no point
in relating details—your imagination can
fill them in. Today the weights upon her
are almost beyond endurance. A worldly
husband, finally hospitalized with incur-
able cancer. Three young children, one
born a cripple. How much running in the
godly race do you suppose this once-free
pioneer now does? Looking years older
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than her age, from morning to night it is
drudgery to carry the responsibility she
must shoulder. No time at all now for
service, completely inactive and knocked
out of the battle. Still she struggles to get
back into the race, but the load she carries
will make the future road very difficult
to travel. With tears in her eyes she said,
“I’d give anything to be that free young
pioneer again.”

Example after example could be brought
forth to show the sorry results of giving
way to self and self-desire, rather than lay-
ing aside that weight and keeping to the
fight at hand. Self in any form, self-
gratification, self-importance, the self that
makes you and your desires come first,
ahead of the race to be run. That is the
big weight to lay aside. The self that is
discontent to the point where it causes
quarreling, dissension and disunity among
fellow runners in the race. The self and
selfishness that produce envy, gossip,
quick temper. The self that leads into im-
moral and bad practices, the self that al-
ways caters to the flesh and the works of
the flesh, rather than following the spirit
and its works. Such weights cannot be
carried across the finish line and into the
new world. They must be laid aside.

“BY MAKING YOUR MIND OVER”

But how to lay aside the weights and
burdens that hinder and slow down? In
the same way as we laid aside the weights
of false religion and politics, by learning
of their evilness through a study of God’s
Word. Gladly and willingly we laid them
aside as weights when we learned that they
were Satan’s tools to prevent us from
knowing and serving God. We changed
our mind concerning them. So with re-
spect to all other worldly, selfish practices,
you must “quit being fashioned after this
system of things, but be transformed by
making your mind over, that you may
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prove to yourselves the good and accept-
able and complete will of God”. (Rom.
12:2, NW) It is by study of God’s Word
that we renovate and transform and make
over our mind, train it to recognize and
cast off needless weights.

To win in the race we must follow the
rules, and it is God’s Word that lays down
the rules: “No man serving as a soldier
involves himself in the commercial busi-
nesses of life, in order that he may meet
the approval of the one who enrolled him
as a soldier. Moreover, if anyone contends
even in the games, he is not crowned un-
less he has contended according to the
rules.” (2 Tim. 2:4,5, Nhe
quire that we do not get tangled up in pur-
suit of selfish gain. The rules require that
we preach. The rules require that we walk
according to God’s spirit, and not accord-
ing to sinful, selfish, fleshly desires. Walk-
ing by the spirit, that is the way to remove
weights. “Keep walking by spirit and you
will carry out no fleshly desire at all. For
the flesh is against the spirit in its desire,
and the spirit against the flesh, for these
are opposed to each other.”—Gal. 5:16,17,
NW.

To run the race through to final victory,
every weight must be laid aside until the
servant of God is stripped like a runner
in a marathon. Describing the wise course,
the apostle Paul says: “Do you not know
that the runners in a race all run, but only
one receives the prize? Run in such a way
that you may attain it. Moreover, every
man taking part in a contest exercises self-
control in all things. Now they, of course,
do it that they may get a corruptible
crown, but we an incorruptible one. There-
fore, the way | am running is not uncer-
tainly; the way | am directing my blows is
so as not to be striking the air; but I brow-
beat my body and lead it as a slave, that,
after | have preached to others, I myself
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should not become disapproved somehow.”
—1 Cor. 9:24-27, NW.

Even so, “the race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to the strong.” (Eccl. 9:11)
The victory comes to those who make over
their mind by Bible study and submit
themselves to the leading of Jehovah’s
spirit. His spirit will help us in stripping
off the weights that hinder and hold back,
and he will uphold us under the burden of
weighty responsibilities that cannot be
rightly set aside. “Cast your burden upon
the Lord, and he will sustain you. He will
never let the righteous totter.” (Ps. 55:22,
AT) Christian brethren may assist one
anlethes- by “bearing the burdens of one
another”. (Gal. 6:2, NW) And if faith the
size of a mustard grain will move a moun-
tain, then no mountainous burden or ob-
stacle exists that cannot be removed or
overcome by exercising faith. (Matt.
17:20) Faith is shown by work; so in-
crease your faith and show it by increased
activity.

The closing years of the sixty-century
enmity between the seed of the Serpent
and the Seed of God’ woman are upon us.
Every consecrated servant of God will feel
that enmity more and more as the final
hurdles are taken before the victory at
Armageddon. To take those hurdles in
stride we must keep at the work assigned,
taking up our part in the struggle along-
side the faithful servants of God in past
centuries. As Paul wrote, “Take your part
in the same struggle that you have seen
me engage in and that you hear | am still
keeping up.”—Phil. 1:30, AT.

The race course is still ahead, the cry
is still forward, the battle orders are still
“Preach the Word”. So fix your eyes up-
on the goal, learn the rules of the race,
and abide by them. Put off every weight.
Strip down to bare necessities and run the
race. Run as though your life depended
upon it. It does!
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JL on which work
ought to be done; on them,
therefore, come and be
cured, and not on the sab-
bath day.” Thus spoke a
presiding officer of a Jewish
synagogue to a crowd that
had just witnessed the Son of man perform
a miracle of healing. (Luke 13:14,
That mental attitude was doubtless due to
the teachings of the Talmud, such as “the
sins of everyone who strictly observes the
Sabbath, though he be an ido1 worshipper,
are forgiven”. Although with varying de-
grees of strictness, this same sabbath
(Saturday, actually beginning Friday eve-
ning) is observed by Jews today.

It was A.D. 321 that the pagan (unbap-
tized) emperor Constantine caused the
first day of the week, then dedicated to the
worship of the sun and hence called Sun-
day, to be set aside for “Christian” wor-
ship. Throughout the Dark and Middle
Ages Sunday observance was strictly en-
forced by the Catholic Church. Leaders of
the Reformation held to this Sunday ob-
servance.

Early in the history of the American
colonies Puritans were so strict that they
even forbade one to smile or kiss his own
child on Sunday. Clergymen stretched
chains across the streets to keep their
parishioners from using their horse and
carriage on Sunday. “Blue laws,” among
other things, made church attendance on
Sunday compulsory; those failing to attend
were fined. When the automobile first be-
came popular so many people spent Sun-
day driving in their cars that the clergy-
men shouted from their pulpits that their
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automobiles were taking
the people to hell.
Today, among professed
Christians Sunday is ob-
served rather irregularly,
the meager attendance at
many “churches”, as com-
pared with the large crowds
at sport events and the movies, testifying to
the extent to which the day is taken seri-
ously. A striking exception are the Seventh-
Day Adventists, who observe the seventh
day of the week, Saturday, and for whom
such observance is one of the paramount
features of religion.

WHEN SABBATH OBSERVANCE
WAS COMMANDED

Are Christians required to observe one
day in seven? Do they have a sabbath or
rest day? and, if so, what is it and how is
it to be observed?

As we consider God’s dealings with His
creatures we find that his commandments
for them are not the same at all times. To
our first parents in Eden God gave the
mandate to be fruitful, multiply and fill
the earth, etc., and also commanded them
as to what trees they could eat the fruit
of. But he said nothing to them about a
rest day. Noah was commanded by God
regarding the building of an ark, the sane-
tity of life and blood, etc., but not a word
did he receive regarding a sabbath. Com-
ing down to Abraham, we find that God
gave him certain instructions regarding
the offering of sacrifices, circumcision,
etc., but he was neither commanded to
build an ark nor told to observe a sabbath
day.

During the time that the children of
Israel were slaves in Egypt they certainly
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could not have kept a sabbath day. In fact,
it was only after the Israelites had come
out of Egypt and were in the wilderness
that a rest day, one out of seven, the
seventh, was enjoined upon any of God’
creatures, and that in connection with
gathering their food supply, the manna
which fell from heaven. God distinctly
told them that they were to gather twice
the usual amount on the sixth day, as no
manna would fall from heaven on the
seventh day. In spite of this, however, on
the seventh day “there went out some of
the people to gather, and they found none”.
For this Jehovah, through Moses, severely
rebuked them. Their difficulty in comply-
ing with this law is further circumstantial
evidence that they were not accustomed to
sabbath observance.—Ex. 16:25-30, AS.
On the plains of Moab, where God’s law
was restated to the Israelites, they were
plainly told: “Jehovah our God made a
covenant with us in Horeb. Jehovah made
not this covenant with our fathers, but
with us, even us, who are all of us here alive
this day.” Nor was this sabbath for other
peoples, it was to be a sign between them
and Jehovah.—Deut. 5:2,3; Ex. 31:17.

Nor was the sabbath for the Israelites
limited only to the seventh day of the
week. The seventh month was made out-
standing, both by the day of atonement,
the tenth day, and by the feast of taber-
nacles, which began on the fifteenth day.
The seventh year was a sabbath year; no
crops were to be planted or harvested, God
assuring them that enough would grow on
the sixth to last them until they had har-
vested the crops of the eighth year. After
seven such sabbath years came the jubi-
lee year, on which freedom was proclaimed
throughout all the land, when all debts
were canceled and when, with few excep-
tions, all that had been lost during the
past forty-nine years was restored. All
these sabbaths were part of one system.
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If one sabbath is still to be observed, then
also should the others. And, for that mat-
ter, keep all the law, its sacrifices, etc.,
“for,” as James says, “whoever observes
all the Law but makes a false step in one
point, he has become an offender against
them all.”—Jas. 2:10, AW; Lev. 16:29-31;
23:34; 25:2-28; 26:2.

CHRISTIANS NOT UNDER THE LAW

The apostle Paul, however, assures us
that Christians are freed from all obliga-
tion to the law arrangement: “He kindly
forgave us all our trespasses and blotted
out the handwritten document against us
which consisted of decrees and which was
in opposition to us, and He has taken it
out of the way by nailing it to the torture
stake. Therefore let no man judge you in
eating and drinking or in respect of a feast
day or of an observance of the new moon
or of a sabbath, for those things are a
shadow of the things to come, but the
reality belongs to the Christ.” (Col. 2:13,
14,16,17,
does not distinguish between the so-called
“ceremonial” law and the Ten Command-
ments; no more than did Jesus in his ser-
mon on the mount.—See Matthew 5:23-43.

To Christians who had been deceived
into accepting the bondage of the Mosaic
law Paul wrote: “How is it that you are
turning back again to the weak and inade-
quate elementary things and want to be
slaves to them over again? You are scru-
pulously observing days and months and
seasons and years.” (Gal. 4:9,10, NW)
Yes, why should they when Christ’s sacri-
fice “abolished the hatred, the Law of com-
mandments consisting in decrees” ?>—Eph.
2:13-15, NW.

Because some in the early church insist-
ed that Gentile converts must be circum-
cised and keep the law, the apostles and
the older men gathered at Jerusalem sent
out the following instructions; and note

NW)Note too that Paul her
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that keeping a sabbath is not included:
“For the holy spirit and we ourselves have
favored adding no further burden to you,
except these necessary things, to keep
yourselves free from things sacrificed to
idols and from blood and from things killed
without draining their blood and from for-
nication.”—Acts 15:1-29, NW.

But did not Jesus, when on earth, ob-
serve the sabbath? Yes, he did. Why? Be-
cause he was “made under the law, to re-
deem them that were under the law”. (Gal.
4:4,5) But remember that he observed
not only the sabbath day but also the pass-
over and all the other features of the Mo-
saic law. “Do not think | came to destroy
the Law or the Prophets. | came, not to de-
stroy, but to fulfill,” he stated, adding that
not even the smallest part of the Law
would pass away until all had been ful-
filled. With the fulfillment of the pictorial
features of the Law arrangement by Christ
Jesus it passed away, and to take its place
he instituted a new covenant.—Matt. 5:17,
18, NW:;John 1:29, 36; 1 Cor. 5:7; 2 Cor.
3:5-11, NW.

OTHER SABBATHS

While we thus see that Christians are
not obligated to observe a weekly rest day,
nevertheless they do have a rest, a sab-
bath: “So then, there remains a sabbath
rest for the people of God; for whoever
enters God’s rest also ceases from his
labors as God did from his.” (Heb. 4:9,10,
RS) God rested from his works, not that
he was tired, for he wearies not, but in
the sense that he “desisted” from further
creative activity as regards this earth. He
viewed his creation with exhilarating sat-
isfaction and was “refreshed” thereby.
—Gen. 2:1-4, AT; Ex. 31:17.

Does that mean that God is still resting
in that sense? Yes, it does. Note Psalm
95:7-11 where God states that he swore
that the rebellious Israelites in the wilder-
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ness would not enter into his rest, and that
was about 2,500 years after creation. And
since Paul counsels Christians to enter in-
to God’ rest, it must have continued until
his day, 4,000 years after creation. Other
scriptures indicate that God’s day will con-
tinue until the end of the thousand-year
reign of Christ, thus giving it a total
length of 7,000 years.—Heb. 4:11; 1 Cor.
15:25-28; Rev. 20:5, 6.

Then the days mentioned in Genesis
chapter 1 were not 24 hours long? No; re-
member that the sun did not shine upon
the earth until the fourth day and it is the
sun that gives us the 24-hour day. Besides,
from such sciences as geology it appears
that both plant and animal life have been
on this earth far more than 6,000 years.
Note too that the entire period of creation
is referred to as “the day that Jehovah
God made earth and heaven”. (Gen. 2:4,
AS) A day in the Bible is not always 24
hours long; 7,000 years for each of the
creative days as well as the rest day is con-
sistent with the Scriptures.—2 Pet. 3:8.

Getting back to God’s rest day. How,
then, does the Christian enter that rest?
Paul states that the Jews failed to enter it
because of disobedience and lack of faith.
So “we who have exercised faith do enter
into the rest . . . Let us therefore do our
utmost to enter into that rest, for fear
anyone should fall in the same example
of disobedience”. (Heb. 4:3-11, Yes,
by exercising faith in God and by follow-
ing in the footsteps of Christ we will have
rest from all selfish works, a rest not just
one day a week but every day.

Since the sabbath was a part of the law
and the “Law has a shadow of the good
things to come”, of what was the sabbath
a shadow? Of the grand rest day for all
mankind, the 1,000-year reign of Christ,
the seventh 1,000 years of God’s rest day.
For six thousand years mankind has been
toiling and suffering under “the god of
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this world”, Satan the Devil. In that anti-
typical sabbath Christ will free men from
the bondage of Satan and his demons, from
sin, sickness and death, even as he freed
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“daughter of Abraham” from the bond-

age of physical infirmity on a typical sab-
bath 1,900 years ago.—Heb. 10:1, NW;
2Cor. 4:4; Rev. 20:1-3; 21:1-4; Luke 13:16.

Learned Truth Before Too Late

N JUNE 6, 1950, 60-year-old Teodoro Bar-
Orameda died in the electric chair at
Muntinlupa, Rizal, in the Philippine Islands.
He was executed for having been a pro-
Japanese collaborator during World War II.
His case was very unusual and caused a great
stir among the people.

From 1931 to 1933 this man had been a
policeman in Lipa. Then he served as a sol-
dier, after which he turned to farming. Short-
ly before the war he became interested in
politics and joined the Filipino Ganap “fifth
column” in Batangas. When the Japanese
came in he signed up with their occupational
police force.

The war over, he was brought to trial and
was sentenced to life imprisonment on four
counts. He was accused of being involved in
the death of four Americans, besides the
burning of an aged woman, the cold-blooded
killing of two blind boys, and giving aid and
comfort to the enemy. These charges, how*
ever, he flatly denied as false. When the case
was appealed the supreme court turned a
jurisprudent handspring and changed the life
sentence to the death sentence. Twice he
pleaded to President Quirino and twice the
president refused to commute the sentence.
All human efforts to save his life failed.

Then something happened. During his con-
finement Barrameda came in contact with the
message of the Kingdom and learned of
God’s purpose to establish a new world of
righteousness under His beloved King Christ
Jesus. He began to study the Bible, gained
knowledge of the truth, made a consecration,
and was baptized June 12, 1949. During the
last year of his life he served as one of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses behind prison walls.

The day of execution came, and the formal
order of death was read by the prison direc-
tor. All present were astonished at Barra-
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meda’s composure and calmness. Instead of
spending the last few hours weeping and
wailing and attending mass, as so many
superstitious Catholic prisoners do, this man
sang Kingdom songs of praise to Jehovah,
thankful that he had had the opportunity to
learn the truth before his death. He also
talked freely with the prison guards, giving
them comfort and hope. His conscience was
clear. In ignorance he had become mixed up
in politics, but he was entirely innocent of the
barbaric crimes for which he was being exe-
cuted. He declared that he was *a victim
of manufactured accusations”, like Dr. Jose
Rizal, the Philippine national hero.

Brought into the death chamber, he re-
fused to take morphine or chloroform, say-
ing: ‘Only the guilty would want to be anaes-
thetized.” Unlike hardened criminals that are
hateful and bitter, he kindly bade farewell
to those that strapped him in the chair, in
the spirit of a true Christian.—Matt. 5:44;
Acts 7:60; Rom. 12:14; 1 Cor. 4:12,13.

The mental resoluteness and serenity that
come over one who knows he is right made
a great impression on those present at Barra-
meda’s execution. As reporter Virgilio Talu-
san wrote in the Manila Daily Mirror: “The
six newsmen who saw the execution, as well
as the other witnesses, were unanimous in
praising the courage of the man. But | beg
to differ with them. I believe it is not courage
but resignation, sustained by a trust in the
man’s belief of a judgment in the life here-
after.” Put in better language, Barrameda
feared Almighty God, not those who Kkilled
his body. His hope was in the resurrection,
and, like the evildoer that hung on the torture
stake next to Christ, he appealed his case to
the Supreme Judge and hopes for life in the
new-world paradise of righteousness.—Matt.
10:28; Luke 23:39437, NW.



Sharing in the Final Witness

HI S ALREADY proved in the columns
Ca | of The Watchtower, smug Christen-
dom is in a position identical with that of
ancient Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s time.* In
proud haughtiness she boasts that she
serves God and Christ, yet at the same time
she brazenly practices a form of paganism
and selfishly worships money, power and
influence. To the god of war she sacrifices
her sons and daughters. With the political
rulers of the earth she commits fornication.
Her clergymen ape the Pharisees in their
traditions and philosophies of men. And
for a pastime she ridicules and persecutes
Jehovah’s faithful witnesses who are warn-
ing her as ancient Jerusalem was warned
by the prophets of the Lord. The only dif-
ference: the present warning is the final
witness for this world.—Matt. 24:14.

And who are those that share in giving
this final witness in all the nations of the
world? Not the orthodox priesthood of
Christendom or heathendom, for they are
very much a part of this world, hence
enemies of God. (John 15:18,19; Jas. 4:4)
Not the worldly wise, or earth’s nobility,
nor the “scientific” scoffers. God has cho-
sen the weak and ignoble ones who are
looked down upon, in order that his name
may be glorified.—1 Cor. 1:27-29,

It is this little band of Jehovah’s anointed
witnesses and their companions who are
given the strength from Jehovah God and
are sent out under his spirit and direction
to deliver this final witness. It is they who
have flooded the world with hundreds of
millions pf books, magazines and tracts in
more than ninety languages and dialects,
which point out the “signs of the times”—
modern wars, famines, pestilences, earth-
quakes, unrest, and delinquent humans
signs marking the presence of Christ’s

*See the articles “A God of Warning” and ‘*Who
Will Share in the Final Witness?” in the January 15,
1950, Watchtower.
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kingdom and the consummation of this sys-
tem of things. Some of these witnesses of
the Lord are old, some are young, some
are healthy and strong, while others are
frail and crippled. But whether one is old,
like Moses, Paul and John the apostle, or
young, like Jeremiah and Timothy, or per-
secuted and in ill health like Job, individ-
ually these witnesses of Jehovah seize hold
of every opportunity, in season and out of
season, to preach God’s Word of truth.

From house to house these witnesses
hasten, calling back where the people are
not home, arranging to spend more time
in systematic Bible study with those who
are anxious to listen and learn. Taking up
strategic places on the streets, these Chris-
tian ministers reach many people who hide
away in hotels, institutions and apartments
where the door-to-door witness is difficult
to present. Thousands of public lectures
are delivered every month and millions of
printed invitations for such are distributed.

The effect of this witness is to divide the
people. Scoffers, critics and indifferent ones
are classed with those who violently per-
secute God’ witnesses. They are goatish
and their end will be everlasting cutting
off in second death. The sheeplike ones, on
the other hand, give heed to the warning,
investigate and prove matters for them-
selves, and then in turn tell others. Their
reward will be endless life in a new world.

There is no time now to lose. This world
is weighed in the balances and is found
wanting. Her days are numbered. The final
day and hour for Armageddon draws near.
“This good news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness to all the nations, and
then the accomplished end will come.”
(Matt. 24:14,
sharing in the final witness now or never!

NW)It is therefore a case



ZECHAR1AH AND ELIZABETH, AGED
PARENTS OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

JJERE are times when Jehovah seems

that these things take place, because you

to delay bestowing his blessings and did not believe my words.”—Luke 1:18207,
rewards, but those who continue to selN®V.

him faithfully in spite of such seeming de-
lay he richly rewards in his own due time.
Such was the case with Zechariah the aged
priest and his wife Elizabeth. “They were
both righteous before God, walking in all
the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord blameless.” Yet, although Jehovah
had promised that he would bless the chil-
dren of Israel with offspring if they served
him faithfully, and that children were his
reward, these two faithful servants were
childless and both now well along in years.
—Luke 1:6, 7; Lev. 26:9; Ps. 127:3.

Then one day while Zechariah was serv-
ing as priest, upon entering the sanctuary
to offer incense “Jehovah’s angel appeared,
standing at the right side of the incense
altar. But Zechariah became troubled at the
sight, and fear fell upon him. However, the
angel said to him: ‘Have no fear, Zechariah,
because your supplication has had accept-
ance, and your wife Elizabeth will be the
mother of a son to you, and you are to call
his name John. And you will have joy and
great gladness, and many will rejoice over
his birth; for he will be great before Jeho-
vah. . . . Also he will go before him with
Elijah’s spirit and power, to turn back the
hearts of fathers to children and the dis-
obedient ones to the practical wisdom of
righteous ones, to get ready for Jehovah a
prepared people.” "—Luke 1:11-17, NW,

In reply to Zechariah’s question how
such a thing could come to pass, since both
he and his wife were aged, the angel re-
plied: “lI am Gabriel, who stands near be-
fore God, and | was sent forth to speak
with you and declare the good news of
these things to you. But, look! you will be
silent and not able to speak until the day
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True to Jehovah’s promise, before long
Elizabeth had reason to rejoice because
her reproach of barrenness was being tak-
en away. Three months before the birth
of the child she was visited by her cousin
Mary, who had just been advised by the
angel Gabriel that she was to be the moth-
er of the Son of God. Inspired by the holy
spirit, Elizabeth said to her: “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! So how is it that this priv-
ilege is mine, to have the mother of my
Lord come to me? . . . Happy, too, is
she that believed, because there will be a
complete performance of those things
spoken to her from Jehovah.”—Luke 1:24,
25, 39-45, NW.

In due time the child was born, and on
the eighth day it was circumcised and
named John. Then Zechariah’s tongue was
loosed and he began to speak, blessing God.
Filled with holy spirit he prophesied:

“Young child, you will be called a proph-
et of the Most High, for you will pioneer
before Jehovah to make his ways ready,
to give knowledge of salvation to his peo-
pie by forgiveness of their sins.”—Luke
1:76,77, NW.

Yes, Zechariah and Elizabeth were
amply rewarded for their obedience and
patiently waiting upon the Lord. They had
the privilege of being the parents of John
the Baptist, concerning whom Jesus said
that none born of women was greater than
he; they had the privilege of bringing him
up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord; and they both were privileged to
utter prophecies relative to the purposes
of Jehovah under the influence of the holy
spirit; and all this in their old age.



« Since our songbook, our prayers, our new
Bible, etc., are doing away with archaic ex-
pressions, what about the word brethren?
—H. K., Nebraska.

It is well to replace the archaic word breth-
ren with the modem equivalent brothers, as is
done in the New World Translation. When a
congregation is addressed as “brothers” the
sisters are included, just as they always were
when the archaic expression brethren was
used. For example, at Romans 1:13 Paul wrote:
“l do not want you to fail to know, brothers,
that | many times purposed to come to you,
but | have been hindered until now, in order
that I might acquire some fruitage also among
you even as among the rest of the nations.”
(NW) Certainly Paul was not excluding the
sisters by his use of the term brothers. Again,
“Brothers, the good-will of my heart and my
supplication to God for them are, indeed, for
their salvation.” And, “l entreat you by the
compassions of God, brothers, to present your
bodies a sacrifice living, holy, acceptable to
God, a sacred service with your power of rea-
son.” (Rom. 10:1; 12:1,NW) In both of these
cases the sisters were included. They certainly
share in rendering sacred service, just as much
as do the male members of the congregation.
Not only may we reason from the contents of
the letters that the sisters were included in
the general term brothers, but also we may
especially conclude so since in Christ there is
neither male nor female and all are sons of
God and are brothers of one another. (Gal.
3:27,28, NW) So in using modern speech in
addressing the congregation the word brothers
is sufficient, including all present, and makes
unnecessary the longer address of “brothers
and sisters”.

e The Watchtower of October 1, 1949, spoke of
the “day of Jehovah” as though it were future,
yet to come. The April 1, 1950, Watchtower
spoke as though we were in the “day of Jeho-
vah”. How can these statements be harmo-
nized?—J. B., Virginia.

The October 1, 1949, Watchtower dealt with
the “day of Jehovah” upon antitypical Babylon,
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which is described in Isaiah 13. That day in type
arrived back there when ancient Babylon fell.
It arrives in our time when Great Babylon, the
Devirs organization, falls. So that *day” for
Jehovah’s strange act, his battle of Armaged-
don, is still future. We pray for it. The “day of
Jehovah” in which we have been since A.D.
1914, and to which “day” the April 1, 1950,
Watchtower made reference, is his “day” upon
his spiritual Israel, marked by assuming his
power and enthroning his King, laying him in
Zion as the chief cornerstone. This is the day
Jehovah has made, and we will rejoice and be
glad in it, happy that it is here. (Ps. 118:24)
The backgrounds behind the expression “day of
Jehovah" must be kept in mind, for they can
give it a twofold meaning or application.

e | always thought Abraham, as well as Isaac
and Jacob, was a Jew. Yet the August 15 Watch-
tower, page 246, says “Abraham was not a Jew".
Is that correct?—C. A., New York.

Abraham could not have been a Jew, because
Jews or Judeans were descendants of his great-
grandson Judah, whom Jacob blessed with the
special promise concerning the scepter and
Shiloh, when giving his deathbed blessings to
his twelve sons. Hence the term Jew first ap-
pears in the Hebrew Bible in Jeremiah’s day,
at Jeremiah 34:9, and also in Esther concerning
Mordecai the Jew, and in the postcaptivity
prophecy of Zechariah 8:23. The expression
“Jews” also occurs at 2 Kings 16:6 and 25:25,
Jeremiah being understood to be the compiler
of 1 and 2 Kings. All Israelites who held to the
tribe of Judah because of the Kingdom promise
attached to it were called Jews or Judeans, and
the name is so used in the Christian Greek
Scriptures.

e If Jehovah is all-powerful and knows the end
from the beginning, then he must have known
that the covering cherub in Eden would rebel
and lead Adam and Eve into rebellion, and
thus bring woe upon all mankind. Knowing
this beforehand, why did God create these
creatures that would fail?—I. C., Pennsylvania.

Acts 15:17,18 (NW) says: “Jehovah, who is
doing these things which he has known from of
old.” In other words, Jehovah God knows from
of old or from the beginning what works he
is going to do, and therefore declares them for
our information, as he did at Genesis 3:15. But
he does not choose always to intrude his fore-
knowledge into what his creatures are going
to do, but lets them exercise their free will as
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free moral agents. That is what God did in the
case of Adam and Eve and of the covering
cherub whom he anointed to be over them. For
God to exercise foreknowledge concerning their
case would have been to predestinate them, be-
cause that foreknown course would then have
been required to fit God's foreknowledge. In
which case Adam and Eve and the covering
cherub would not have stood a chance of going
straight. That would be unjust on God's part,
to set before them verbally an opportunity to
enjoy everlasting life in happiness in a right-
eous world, whereas all the while he foreknew
and hence predestinated that they would never
make it. It would be raising false hopes, which
would be deceptive and unfair.

So in their case God did not choose to exer-
cise foreknowledge of what these creatures
(persons other than himself) would do. The
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only thing he did predestinate respecting them
was that if they obeyed they would live for*
ever, but if they rebelled they would suffer and
die. God so informed Adam, and through him
Eve. (Gen. 2:16,17) So God did not become
responsible for any of them going wrong. But
after they had gone wrong he permitted Adam
and Eve to live on and raise a family. If it had
not been for such mercy by God, you and the
rest of us would never have been born and had
opportunity for eternal life in the righteous
new world. God is not now exercising fore*
knowledge of whether we individuals will sue-
ceed or not, but he is leaving it entirely up to
each one of us. But he does have foreknowledge
of what he himself is going to do in vindicating
his name and in blessing obedient creatures, and
he has informed us by his prophecy, the mean*
ing of which he is now revealing to us.

CORRECTION
In the December 1, 1950, Watclitower, page
479, last paragraph, it states that the ancient
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah “are now under
water on the bottom of the Red sea". It should
have said “Dead sea'.

“WATCHTOWER" STUDIES
Week of February 4: Theocracy's Increase, fl 1-25.
Week of February 11: Measuring the Visible
Part of the Restored City, 1 1-16.





