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JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES AGAIN ENDURE
TOTALITARIAN HATE

Communism in East Germany relights the Nazi fires of persecution

OMMUNISTS may hate the Bible, but

they prove its prophecies true. Their
furious onslaughts against Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are a part of the fulfillment of Je-
sus’ words to his followers: “Ye shall be
hated of all nations for my name’s sake.”
(Matt. 24:9) In blazing forth against these
followers of Christ, the Communists prove
themselves footstep followers of the Nazis.
The Reds relight the fires of persecution
once stoked by Hitler’s hordes. And, like
the Nazis, the Communists seek to cover
their basic hate of true Christianity with
a torrent of lies.

The Communist-dominated East Ger-
many press continually spews out distor-
tions against the Witnesses. It falsely ac-
cuses them of advocating immorality. It
claimed that a Witness murdered his wife
as a sacrifice to Jehovah, and that he was
intending to kill his children to imitate
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac.
It charges the Witnesses with anti-Semi-
tism because they Scripturally teach that
Jews no longer comprise a consecrated,
holy nation, but are on an equal footing
with all men before God. But the favorite
distortion is that the Witnesses are spies
for American imperialists. The evidence?
Why, they get literature from America,
distribute CARE packages from America,
refuse to sign the Communist appeal to
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outlaw the atom bomb, and preach that
the destructive war of Armageddon is in-
evitable. Communist propaganda argues
that the Witnesses refuse to sign the ap-
peal outlawing the atom bomb because
through this bomb America will win the
battle of Armageddon. How ridiculous!

Hiding hateful religious persecution be-
hind false charges of subversion and sedi-
tion was not new with the Nazis, and is
not new with the Communists. The same
false charges of sedition and weakener of
national morale were brought against Je-
hovah’s servants before Christ, against
Christ, and against his followers. Note
this for yourself by reading Ezra 4:15,
Nehemiah 2:19, Esther 3:8, Jeremiah
37:13-15; 38:4, Luke 23:2 and Acts 24:5.
Such faithful servants of God suffered tor-
ture and death in ancient times. They do
today also. Read the following translation
of a dispatch appearing in the newspaper
Stockholms-Tidningen, September 18,
1950:

“JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES IN EASTERN ZONE
SUFFERING TERRIBLE TORTURE
“HANNOVER, Sept. 17.—(ST) Having
arrested nearly 1,000 of the more noted
among Jehovah’s witnesses in the Eastern
Zone, the People’s Police are now search-
ing high and low for all members of this
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so strongly resistant sect in order to def-
initely liquidate the sect as such. Their
leading preachers have been sentenced to
25 years of hard labor, and so have the
members of their families, and one has to
face the possibility that, so long as the
Communist government is in power, all of
Jehovah’s witnesses will disappear into
prison.

“Academy students who have fled from
the Eastern Zone are reporting about all
that which the authorities have done, but
hitherto without success, to break the
open and fanatical opposition of the sect
against the Communists. Jehovah’s wit-
nesses have been ill-treated and tortured
in the most horrible way without renounc-
ing their faith, which is to the effect that
Christ is to be acknowledged as the high-
est and only authority and that they do
not want to submit to any human power.

“With the mass-arresting of Jehovah’s
witnesses these people have now, for the
second time within a couple of decades,
donned the martyr's crown—and they
know what that means. Already during
the Hitler regime about 1,000 Jehovah’s
witnesses were executed as traitors, be-
cause they not only refused to serve in
the war but openly opposed Hitler’s au-
thority. Another 1,000 of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses died in prisons and concentration
camps, and all who have afterwards been
describing life in those camps have in
their books given Jehovah’s witnesses the
very highest recognition.

“Jehovah’s witnesses have now been act-
ing under the Communist Quisling regime
just as they acted during the Hitler re-
gime, and in the Eastern Zone the sect had
of late been getting such a following, espe-
cially among the women and the youth,
that it became too frightening to the re-
gime. The preachers of the sect have
never hesitated to openly state what they
think of the Communist regime. They have

e WATCHTOWER

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

branded the Eastern Zone elections as
fraudulent and the Communist regime it-
self as ‘a Satanic rule’.

“Taking shelter behind the scripture,
‘All power in heaven and in earth is given
unto me,’ Jehovah’s witnesses refuse to ac-
cept any kind of earthly authority. Nor-
mally they are fighting neither the state
as such nor its laws, and the only thing
which they have been considering them-
selves entitled to claim in ordinary, hon-
est, democratic states is to be exempted
from serving in war. But, exactly as in the
Hitler Reich, in the Eastern Zone they
have got into a mortal struggle with the
regime only because of their publicly pro-
claiming their faith. As they, before 1945,
used to refuse to salute Hitler's swastika
flag and to say ‘Heil Hitler’, so they are
now refusing to salute the Red ensigns.
And to the Eastern Zone movement of re-
sistance against the Communist regime
they have, because of their uncompromis-
ing attitude, become the factor around
which to rally. To the masses of Germans
in the Eastern Zone the unsophisticated
witnesses of Jehovah, in their implicit
faith, have become a great example, and
hence very dangerous to the Communist
regime.

“The Communists have an easy job in
rounding up Jehovah’s witnesses, by rea-
son of the new questionnaire: ‘Are you
willing to sign or subscribe to the Stock-
holm Appeal against the atom bomb?’ ...
Hitherto they have refused to sign, all of
them, and for this refusal they are now
all going to prison. In view of Jehovah’s
witnesses’ almost supernatural power of
resistance, one may take it for granted
that, should the Communist regime in the
Eastern Zone stay in power much longer,
they will never return from the prisons
alive.”

To this revealing account is added the
United Press dispatch of October 4, from
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Berlin: “Nine members of the Jehovah’s
witnesses sect were sentenced to long pris-
on terms today by the Supreme Court in
Communist East Germany for spying in
the Russian zone for the United States.
Willi Heinicke and Friedric Adler received
life terms. The others were sentenced to
from eight to fifteen years. All were con-
victed of charges of sending military and
other data to ‘an espionage center in
Brooklyn’. They were charged also with
sabotage in connection with the Commu-
nist campaign to outlaw the atomic bomb
and ‘defamation of the people’s elections’
scheduled to be held in the Soviet zone
October 15.”

Through all trials Jehovah’s witnesses
today hold staunchly to the inspired con-
viction of the apostle Paul: “Who will
separate us from the love of the Christ?
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Will tribulation or distress or persecution
or hunger or nakedness or danger or
sword? To the contrary, in all these things
we are coming off completely victorious
through him that loved us. For I am con-
vinced that neither death nor life nor
angels nor governments nor things here
nor things to come nor powers nor height
nor depth nor any other creation will be
able to separate us from God’s love that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:35,
37-39, NW) Communism cannot succeed
where Nazism failed. Human ruling isms
will end at the latest in Jehovah God’s bat-
tle of Armageddon. To those who endure
the hate and persecution from all nations
for Christ’s name’s sake the promise ap-
plies: “He that has endured to the finish
—Matt.

is the one that will be saved.”
24:13, NW.

ISIT the Kelly fam-
ily around the cor-
ner and the Joneses across the street
on Christmas day and you will see that
they celebrate the occasion about the
same way thousands of other people do
throughout the world. The Kellys are
Catholics, have nine children, and are
quite poor. The Joneses are Protestants,
have three children, and are well-to-do.
Circumstances like these make the annual
December celebration in the two homes
very different in many details.

For example, in the Kelly home is a
tiny artificial Christmas tree left over
from year before last. The Joneses have
such a huge freshly-cut evergreen its top

Thzs Mczsquemde Called
Christmas

had to be removed to
get it into the house.
Nevertheless, in all purpose and intent, the
spirit of the occasion in the two homes is
essentially the same. Both houses are filled
with an unusual atmosphere of mirth, and
as they sit down to special Christmas din-
ners they momentarily forget their every-
day sorrows and worries. Faithfully, they
have attended their respective churches
earlier in the day, where they heard the
clergymen extol Christmas as a Christian
celebration in honor of Jesus Christ.

But pause and think. What do such
things as the Christmas tree with its trim-
mings and the holiday’s other accessories
—mistletoe, holly, candles, yuletide logs,
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fruits and nuts, mince pies, and roast pig
—have to do with the birth and life of
Christ? Why the ever-increasing empha-
sis on the “Christmas spirit”: excessive
wining and dining, drunkenness and licen-
tiousness? Where did the “Santa Claus”
myth originate? If December 25 is Christ’s
birthday, then why do the Eastern and
Orthodox churches celebrate Christmas on
January 77

WHEN WAS JESUS BORN?

The Bible, all will agree, is the only re-
liable history on the subject, and fortu-
nately it does not leave us in doubt as to
what time of the year Jesus was born.
Zechariah, the priestly father of John the
Baptist, was serving at the temple in the
eighth course of the priesthood called that
of “Abijah”. This was in the early part
of June, and at that time the Lord’s angel
informed him that Elizabeth his wife
would shortly conceive a son who would
be named John. (Luke 1:5,8, 13, 23-28,
AS) So when Jehovah'’s angel visited Eliza-
beth’s cousin, Mary, during the sixth
month of Elizabeth’s conception this would
mark the time of year as December. The
record, therefore, shows that it was at
that time in December that this Mary, the
mother-to-be of Jesus, became pregnant.
Consequently, Jesus was not born in De-
cember, but rather, nine months later,
around the latter part of September or the
first of October.—Luke 1:26, 27, 30, 31, 36.

Furthermore, the Scriptures say that
shepherds were in the open fields attending
their flocks when Jesus was born. Hence
it was autumn time before the rainy sea-
son, and not in December, when the flocks
would be wintering in sheepfolds. (Luke
2:8-20; Ezra 10:9,13) Moreover, Jesus
was baptized in the Jordan river about the
time of his thirtieth birthday, and that
was not in the chill of winter. (Luke
3:21-23) Let it also be called to mind that
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Jesus was nailed to the tree when thirty-
three and a half years old, and since this
occurred at passover time in the spring
of the year, necessarily he was born thirty-
three years and six months previous, that
is, in the fall of the year and not in De-
cember. So all the scriptures are very def-
inite in proving that Jesus was not born
anywhere near December 25 or Janu-
ary 7. Hence it is wrong to celebrate either
of these dates as Jesus’ birthday.

Then how does it come that these dates
have been so universally accepted for the
celebration of Christmas? A look at an-
cient paganism shows that people thou-
sands of years before Christ was born wor-
shiped the ever-rising, ever-setting, never-
dying sun as the source of life and immor-
tality. Yearly they watched the days grow
shorter until the winter solstice, on De-
cember 21, was reached, and then in jubi-
lation over its “return” they held a great
feast in honor of the ‘“reborn” sun. When
the tower-building experiment at Babel be-
came confused sun worshipers were scat-
tered throughout the world, and so among
the early Scandinavians, Anglo-Saxons
and Celts, as well as the Egyptians, Per-
sians and others, riotous December feast-
ing with drunken revelry and lewd rites
were held. This feast among the pagan
Romans was known as the “feast of Satur-
nalia”.

The obvious conclusion drawn from
these facts is that the celebration of De-
cember 25 is purely of pagan and demonic
origin. Says the Catholic Encyclopedia
(vol. 3, page 727): “The well-known solar
feast, however, of Natalis Invicti [‘Birth-
day of the Unconquered’'], celebrated on
25 December, has a strong claim on the
responsibility for our December date.”

Early Christians had nothing to do with
this pagan holiday. “Christmas was not
among the earliest festivals of the Church.
Irenaeus and Tertullian omit it from their
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lists of feasts,” says the Catholic Encyclo-
pedia. However, as time went on and the
Roman Catholic Church endeavored to win
over more pagans, the clergy pinned a
“Christian” label on the pagan Saturnalia
on December 25 and sponsored it as the
“mass of Christ” or “Christ-mass”.

Not only do the clergy admit this, they
even try to justify it. James M. Gillis,
C.S.P., editor of the Catholic World
(Dec. 2, 1945), wrote: “It is a well-known
fact that the popes and councils in the
early Church deliberately placed a Chris-
tian festival on or near the day of a pre-
viously existing pagan carnival, with the
purpose of ousting the heathenish and
generally licentious celebration.” But how
has the continued celebration of this pa-
gan holiday with a Christian label on it
ousted the heathenish celebration? Under
clergy sponsorship and blessing the pa-
gan customs have continued down until
the present time.

ORIGIN AND MEANING OF XMAS CUSTOMS

Evergreens were used by the ancient
sun worshipers as a symbol of immortal-
ity. In Egypt, where pine trees are not
available, the green branches of palm trees
were substituted. In India, oleander twigs
were used, and the pagans of Rome deco-
rated their homes for the grand Saturnalia
feast with green boughs. Ivy and holly
were likewise considered sacred by the
ancient Greeks and others. The Druids
held mistletoe especially sacred, and in
their mystic rites on December 25 “the
privilege of the mistletoe” allowed a youth
to kiss a girl beneath it as long as the
berries lasted, one for each Kkiss.

Lighted candles in the window hark
back to the wax candles used by the
Roman celebrators of the Saturnalia. The
" yule log was annually burned at the De-
cember festival by the Scandinavians.
Long before so-called Christians in Italy
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took up the practice, the Chinese and Hin-
dus used fireworks to make their worship
of the demons as noisy as possible.

Even the special Christmas dishes of
food and the use of potent aleoholic drinks
originated with the pagans. Back in the
days of Jeremiah, those that turned away
from Jehovah’s pure worship baked spe-
cial cakes for their goddess, “the queen
of heaven,” and it is from that ancient
practice that such things as “gingerbread
men”, mince pies and the like originated.
(Jer. 7:18) It was the Druids who roasted
a boar’s head for their goddess Freya, and
since then roast pig has been considered
very appropriate for the Christmas din-
ner. The forerunner of the season’s punch
bowl was the Anglo-Saxon wassail bowl
with its intoxicating brew. Gluttony in
both eating and drinking was as much a
part of the celebration among the pagans
as it is today among people of Christen-
dom. The Bible, however, condemns such.
—Prov. 23:21; Gal. 5:19-21; Phil. 3:19.

That red-cheeked, double-chinned, be-
whiskered “jolly good fellow” called Santa
Claus has had a much shorter association
with the holiday than the other accesso-
ries. Some claim that a saintly bishop of
Myre by the name of Nicholas, who lived
in the fourth century after Christ, was
the first “St. Nicholas”, and down through
the dark Middle Ages he was considered
the patron saint of pawnshops and beg-
gars. He was depicted as a simple, pale and
rather ascetic personage, until a cartoon-
ist got hold of him in 1863 and dressed
the “saint” up in gay togs. “St. Nick” in
reality is a personification of the Devil,
as The Century Dictionary points out.

The Devil has done everything possible
to blaspheme and reproach the true and
living God and to turn the people away
from His pure worship. To accomplish
both of these wicked purposes, as is done
when so-called Christians celebrate Christ-
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mas, the Devil has employed every device
of deception. Two major features of his
scheme have been exposed, namely, the
labeling of a pagan holiday as Christ’s
birthday, and the continued use of pagan
customs, symbols and practices in the
name of Christ. In addition, Satan has so
successfully bound the hearts and affec-
tions and emotions of the people to this
God-dishonoring celebration that even
when they are informed of the outright
paganism of the whole affair many people
are inclined to hold on to it as a cherished
possession. “So what?”’ is their attitude.
Overlook the bad features and look at the
good that is accomplished, they say. Look
at the spiritual uplift that is annually ob-
tained—gifts to the poor, inspiring carol
songs, Bible reading about ‘peace on earth,
good will toward men’. A closer examina-
tion of these features, however, will also
show them to be clever parts of the mas-
querade.

You may be surprised to learn that the
giving of Christmas gifts is as pagan in
its origin as the other customs. You ob-
ject to this on the grounds that “wise men”
brought gifts when Jesus was born? Well,
that is just the point. Those “wise men”
were devil-worshiping magi from the East,
from Persia, and they came at the instance
of the Devil and would have carried out
his purpose of betraying Jesus to wicked
Herod had God not intercepted the plan.
On the other hand, God-fearing shepherds
also came, but there is no record that they
indulged in the pagan gift-giving practice.
(Matt. 2:1-11; Luke 2:8-20) Tertullian
and others tell how exchanging of gifts
was a part of the Saturnalia celebration.
And the hymns they sang at that feast
were predecessors to the Christmas carols.

Let us be honest about the giving of
food baskets to the poor at this season.
What about the rest of the year? Will
once-a-year giving by a nation that calls
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itself Christian appease God’s anger for its
deliberate withholding necessities of life
from the poor in order to Kkeep prices
high? Indeed not! No outward splurge of
charity to Christmas funds will erase the
wanton and sinful destruction of food and
material—the killing off of pigs, the burn-
ing of coffee, the plowing under of cotton,
the dumping of milk, eggs and potatoes.
Surely God will hear the cry of the needy
who are doled out a portion of food on
Christmas and are neglected, forgotten and
oppressed the rest of the year.—Ps. 9:16-
18; Jer. 5:26-29; Amos 8:4-7.

Frankly, those that sing the loudest at
Christmastime about ‘‘Peace on earth”
are the very ones that are foremost in
fighting against the only means of obtain-
ing that lasting peace, namely, by and
through God’s kingdom over which Christ
Jesus rules. Hypocrites they are who hon-
or God with their lips but with their
hearts, minds and course of action oppose
him. (Matt. 15:8) True Christianity, on
the other hand, is not a once-a-year affair.
It is a full-time, an all-the-time, way of
life, a life filled full of singing Jehovah’s
praise and the praise of his beloved Son,
a life devoted to the doing of their will
and the keeping of their commandments.
—John 14:21, 23,24; 15:9,10; 1 John
2:3-6.

Let the Kellys and the Joneses and all
the other sincere, honest and upright peo-
ple who have slavishly celebrated the pa-
gan holiday called Christmas now make a
break for freedom. Let them come away
into the pure worship of Jehovah God the
Life-giver as that worship is set forth in
the great Book of freedom and truth, the
Bible. This will mean not only everlasting
life to them, the following of such a Chris-
tian course, but also a happy life of eter-
nity filled full of joy and gladness and
pleasures forevermore.—John 17:3, NW.



versus
GOOD WORKS

VERY year hundreds of millions of
dollars are contributed by the public
to what are termed reputable, legitimate
and worthy charities, many of which are
sponsored by religious organizations. The
question is, Should true Christians, who
are under the godly commandments to do
good, contribute to these supposedly hu-
manitarian money-raising schemes?
Jehovah God is the best example of one
that does good to others. He gave the first
man a beautiful home with all the necessi-
ties of life. (Gen. 1:29-31) Thereafter, and
in spite of the original man’s disobedience,
condemnation and execution, the sinful
offspring of the first pair have continued
to enjoy many blessings from God’s merci-
ful hand. All living creatures are complete-
ly dependent on Him for the sunshine, air,
rain, soil, fertile seed and all other things
essential for life—Ps. 145:15-17, Yg.
Why, then, are there so many poor and
needy people in the world, so many who
are sick, diseased and suffering, and who
are in need of the bare necessities of life?
Satan the Devil is the one responsible for
all this woe and trouble. God is in no wise
to blame for such miserable conditions
even though so falsely charged. The Devil,
by and through his world organization, has
ruled the people with the spirit of greed
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and selfishness. With cruelty and harsh-
ness the masses of common people have
been oppressed and kept in subjection.

The state tells farmers what and how
much they may plant, how many pigs to
kill off and bury in the ground, how much
cotton to plow under, how much coffee to
burn—all this to keep prices excessively
high. The government dumps potatoes and
destroys other crops when prices are “too
low”, and in this way the increase that
God gives to the land and its animals is
destroyed by selfish men.

Substituting communistic co-operatives
for capitalistic governments does not rem-
edy or correct conditions. Under one sys-
tem of government or under another, the
people continue to suffer. The poor we will
always have with us, Jesus said, until this
present evil world is swept away and God'’s
glorious new world is established.—Mark
14:7.

GOD COMMANDS US TO DO GOOD WORKS

To know that Jehovah is able to shield
and protect the poor against the strong op-
pressor and the mighty rich is surely a
great comfort. (Ps. 35:10) The Lord has
always been interested in helping the poor.
All true Christians likewise do good to the
poor. “The righteous considereth the cause
of the poor: but the wicked regardeth not
to know it.” “He that oppresseth the poor
reproacheth his Maker: but he that hon-
oureth him hath mercy on the poor.”
(Prov. 29:7; 14:31) The poor love life and
its blessings the same as all other folks.
So why should anyone who loves God
make them suffer or rob them of what
little they have? How foolish it is for the
rich to hoard up possessions for them-
selves. They cannot take it with them when
they die, and it will be of no help or pro-
tection during Armageddon. “Riches prof-
it not in the day of wrath: but righteous-
ness delivereth from death.”—Prov. 11:4.
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The important thing, the Word of God
says, is to be rich in good works. But
can one wealthy in material possessions
also be rich in good works? This question
was in the mind of the rich young ruler in
Jesus’ day who asked the Master what he
must do in order to gain eternal life. You
can read the account in Matthew 19:16-24.

Jesus did not speak evasively, but plain-
ly for the young man’s own good. From
all outward appearance this fellow was a
respectable, law-abiding individual. There
is nothing to indicate that he oppressed
or robbed the poor. Apparently he had
come by his money and holdings in a law-
ful manner. But the question was, What
was he going to do with what he had?
How was he to use his wealth? Said Jesus:
‘If you give to the poor you will have
treasure in heaven, provided you come
and follow me.’

Thus it becomes clear that donating to
charitable causes as a philanthropist is of
no value in God’s sight unless one goes
farther and becomes a true footstep fol-
lower of Jesus. It also appears that the
possession of wealth is in itself of no par-
ticular harm. The question is, How is that
wealth used? If you are rich in this world’s
goods will you do what Jesus said? Are you
willing to give up your material wealth
and follow the course Jesus did, work in
the interests of the poor and with the
Kingdom message comfort those who
mourn? Or will you hang tightly on to
what you have and turn aside grieved and
peeved at what the Lord has said, as the
young man did nineteen centuries ago? To
do that is selfishness, greediness, covet-
ousness. (1 Tim. 6:10) Yes, the right
thing is the hard thing to do, and Jesus
knew it: “Truly I say to you that it will
be a difficult thing for a rich man to get
into the kingdom of the heavens. Again
I say to you, It is easier for a camel to get
through a needle’s eye than for a rich
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man to get into the kingdom of God.”
—Matt. 19:23, 24, NW.

The apostle Paul was one of those that
followed the wise counsel of Jesus. He
gave up his rich earthly position as a
Pharisee and spent his time, energy and
substance feeding those hungering after
the truth. His counsel to Timothy was:
“Charge them to do good, to be rich in
good deeds, open-handed and generous,
storing up a valuable treasure for them-
selves for the future, so as to grasp the
life that is life indeed.”—1 Tim. 6:17-19,
AT.

THE GOOD DEEDS OF JESUS AND APOSTLES

A blind beggar, sitting beside the road,
cried out as Jesus passed by, “Have mercy
on me.” Now, what did Jesus do, reach
down and give the poor fellow a couple
of Roman coins for a crust of bread? No,
not at all. He gave him a far more valu-
able gift in restoring his eyesight! (Mark
10:46-52; Matt. 20:30-34; Luke 18:35-43)
Jesus’ “charity” was not measured out in
money to religious organizations for ques-
tionable distribution. Jesus’ loving-kind-
ness, tender mercy and bountiful gifts con-
sisted of restoring the sight to the blind,
making the lame to walk, curing the hor-
rible disease of leprosy, opening deafened
ears, and even raising up the dead. To the
poor and downtrodden he untiringly
preached the good news about God’s king-
dom.—Matt. 11:5; Luke 7:22; 4:18.

The apostles Peter and John followed a
similar course when they came upon a
poor cripple who requested a donation.
“Peter said: ‘Silver and gold I do not pos-
sess, but what I do have is what I give
you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Naz-
arene, walk!” With that he took hold of
him by the right hand and raised him up.
Instantly the soles of his feet and his ankle
bones were made firm, and, leaping up, he
stood up and began walking, and he en-
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tered with them into the temple, walking
and leaping and praising God.”—Acts
3:1-8, NW.

GOOD WORKS, NOT ADVERTISED CHARITY

The gaudy practice today of bestowing
honor and praise on heavy contributors to
charity drives is directly opposed to Jesus’
counsel. “But take care not to do your
good deeds in public for people to see, for,
if you do, you will get no reward from
your Father in heaven. So when you are
going to give to charity, do not blow a
trumpet before yourself, as the hypocrites
do, in the synagogues and the streets, to
make people praise them. I tell you, that
is all the reward they will get! But when
you give to charity, your own left hand
must not know what your right hand is
doing, so that your charity may be secret,
and your Father who sees what is secret
will reward you.”—Matt. 6:1-4, AT.

Judas Iscariot, one of those hypocrites
that liked to make a show of his generos-
ity, well represented those today that criti-
cize Jehovah's witnesses for not building
hospitals, setting up food kitchens in slum
areas. Such Judaslike ones announce with
a blare of horns their personal gifts of
mercy to the poor. Judas grumbled about
Mary’s pouring costly perfumed oil on Je-
sus’ feet, saying that it should have been
sold and the money given to the poor. “He
said this, though, not because he was con-
cerned about the poor, but because he was
a thief and had the money-box and used to
carry off the monies put in it.” (John
12:3-6, NW) What the woman did, how-
ever, was more pleasing in the sight of God
on that occasion than a mere donation to
the poor. Lacking real love, any contribu-
tion Judas would have made would have no
value.—1 Cor. 13:3.

The people have been robbed and beaten
and left half-dead by the ruling elements
of this world, just like the “certain man”
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that Jesus told about who fell among rob-
bers on his way down to Jericho. The
Catholic, Protestant and Jewish religion-
ists have observed the spiritual condition
of these poor people but have steered clear
of them, held aloof and passed them by on
the opposite side of the road. Jehovah'’s
witnesses, on the other hand, like good
Samaritans, have searched out these spir-
itually sick, maimed and half-starved peo-
ple and, when they were found, have bound
up their wounds, have fed them and cared
for their needs.—Luke 10:29-37.

It is no secret, many so-called “charity”
organizations operate a fraud and racket.
For example, the New York Times, Sep-
tember 6, 1950, carried an account of how
certain “religious charitable organiza-
tions” operating in Brooklyn, New York,
are giving the poor only 15 per cent of the
money they beg from the public. The other
85 per cent goes for what they call “over-
head” expense. God’s faithful people can-
not afford to donate to such organizations.
They must use what they have to preach
this gospel of the established Kingdom for
the benefit of the poor everywhere, as
commanded.—Matt. 24:14,

It takes much time, energy and money
to carry out this divine command, but Je-
hovah'’s witnesses are happy to use their
substance to do it. Investing their money
in Bibles and other life-giving literature,
they take these to the people at great per-
sonal expense. But this is really a sound
investment on behalf of the poor, for by
so doing Jehovah’s witnesses are storing
up treasures in heaven and helping others
to do the same thing. And just as the
ancient brethren of Macedonia and Achaia
contributed material things for their needy
brethren at Jerusalem, so also do Jeho-
vah’s witnesses. (Rom. 15:25, 26; Gal,
2:10) All of these things are good works
done out of love for and to the honor of
Jehovah God.
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: ALLELUJAH! Jehovah has taken
his rightful power over our earth

and has begun to rule as its king. That is
a fact of which all peoples of the earth
should take serious note during the year
1951. It signifies that a righteous new
world is at the doors and is certain to come
in by the power of Almighty God. It is
something to shout about! A marvelous
change is certain to follow all around this
globe which will be a credit to God’s rule
and which will mean tranquil, secure and
prosperous living for all men of good will.
No more will men think that God has for-
saken the earth or ask why he has per-
mitted wickedness to rule over the earth
for these past six thousand years. His ap-
pointed time has come to clear up the great
mystery and to settle the raging contro-
versy over the sovereignty of the universe.
2 What a tiny part of the boundless uni-
verse is our earth! Yet it is now the one
hot spot where this issue of universal sov-
ereignty must be finally decided. And it
will be decided, no, not in favor of the
United Nations or other elements of this
old world, but in favor of the right One,
Jehovah. That is why he has begun to rule
as king with a brand-new world govern-
ment for this earth since his own fixed
date A.D. 1914. That may be thirty-six
years ago, but this is all the more reason
why every informed person should exam-
ine his course in life and his future plans
to see whether they are in harmony with

1. Because of what can we say Hallelujah! and what
does it mean?

2. What does it now behoove every informed person
to do?

Al
to the
EW WORLD’S FOUNDE

“Praise Jah, you people, because Jehovah our God, the
Almighty, has begun to rule as king.”—Rev. 19:6, NW.
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the inevitable change that is rapidly near-
ing. Also it behooves every informed per-
son to spread the cheering information to
as many others as possible that they may
prepare themselves for life in God’s new
world.

®We are living in the most wonderful
time of all human history, when we are
privileged to witness the transition from
this death-dealing old world to the life-
giving new world of which inspired proph-
ets have spoken in such rich terms. Now
is the opportune time to swear our eternal
allegiance to the Founder, Builder and
Ruler of the new world, and to enlighten
and urge others to do so, for that action
results in our gaining life in the new world.
All the radiant prophecies focus upon this
highly important transition period to show
its great significance, that we may set our
course aright. The last book of the Bible
symbolically depicts the momentous events
that have marked or are yet to mark this
time, and it directs us what to do if we
want to enjoy life in the world to come.
It foretells what a great crowd of people
will do toward that end. Now it is up to us
to decide to be included in that great crowd
which has part in fulfilling the prophecy.
There, at Revelation 19:6, according to the
Twentieth Century New Testament (1901
edition), we read: ‘“Then I heard what
seemed like the voices of a great throng,
and like the sound of many waters, and
like the sound of loud peals of thunder, all
saying—Praise the Lord! The Lord is
King, our God, the Almighty.’” The New

3. What is it the opportune time for us to do?
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Testament in Basic English (1941 edition)
reads: “And there came to my ears the
voice of a great army, like the sound of
waters, and the sound of loud thunders,
saying, ‘Praise to the Lord: for the Lord
our God, Ruler of all, is King.” ”

+In the original Greek text of the Bible
the word ‘“Hallelujah” occurs in the above
verse. The general practice of translators
is to transfer this word literally into the
English, as, for instance, in the American
Standard Version and the Revised Stand-
ard Version: “Hallelujah! For the Lord
our God the Almighty reigns.” However,
you note above that the Twentieth Century
New Testament and The New Testament
in Basic English translate the word to
read, ‘“Praise the Lord,” and, “Praise to
the Lord,” respectively. But “Hallelu-jah”
is Hebrew and literally means “Praise
Jah”, as a command to a number of per-
sons. Therefore the New World Transla-
tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures
makes the most direct translation when it
renders Revelation 19:6 as follows: “And
I heard what was as a voice of a great
crowd and as a sound of many waters and
as a sound of heavy thunders. They said:
‘Praise Jah, you people, because Jehovah
our God, the Almighty, has begun to rule
as king.’” This translation also makes it
clear, not only that Jehovah reigns or rules
as king, but also that he began ruling as
king at a certain point of time. This agrees
with the rendering by Rotherham’s Em-
phasised Bible translation: “Hallelujah!
Because the Lord [our] God the Almighty
hath become king.” His reign begun is a
cause for praising him.

s The name “Jah” is an abbreviation for
“Jehovah” or “Yahweh”. The call here to
praise him is the last of a series of five
calls to praise him because of the astound-

4. What does ‘'Hallelujah' here mean, and where is
it best rendered?

5. Why is this call to pralse him made, and in what
series of calls?
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ing events that he brings about, events
which we see fulfilling today. That we may
get the setting for this series of calls we
quote the entire passage (Revelation
19:1-6) from the New World Translation:
“After these things I heard what was as a
loud voice of a great crowd in heaven.
They said: ‘Praise Jah, you people [mar-
ginal reading: They said: ‘Hallelujah’]!
The salvation and the glory and the power
belong to our God, because his judgments
are true and righteous. For he has execut-
ed judgment upon the great harlot who
corrupted the earth with her fornication,
and he has avenged the blood of his slaves
at her hand.’ And right away for the
second time they said: ‘Praise Jah, you
people [Hallelujah]! And the smoke from
her goes on ascending for ever and ever.’
And the twenty-four persons of advanced
age and the four living creatures fell down
and worshiped God seated upon the throne
and said: ‘Amen! Praise Jah, you people
[Hallelujah]?" Also a voice issued forth
from the throne and said: ‘Be praising our
God, all you his slaves, who fear him, the
small ones and the great.”’ And I heard
what was as a voice of a great crowd and
as a sound of many waters and as a sound
of heavy thunders. They said: ‘Praise Jah,
you people [Hallelujah], because Jehovah
our God, the Almighty, has begun to rule
as king.' ”»

¢ For thousands of years faithful men of
old, from John the Baptist all the way back
to Abel the first martyr, looked ahead to
the establishment of God’s kingdom in the
hands of his Seed, the Messiah or Christ.
For nineteen centuries the Christian fol-
lowers of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, have
prayed the prayer he taught us: “Our Fa-
ther in the heavens, let your name be sanc-
tified. Let your kingdom come. Let your
will come to pass, as in heaven, also upon

6. In view of what is it certainly right to praise him
now?
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earth.” (Matt. 6:9, 10, NW) And now that
the heavenly Father has begun to rule as
king in fulfillment of his ancient promise
and in answer to Christian prayers, is it
not right to praise him? Most certainly
yes! For his royal rule means our deliver-
ance from this oppressive world and un-
speakable blessings in the free new world.
But how is it that, in our first paragraph,
we say he began ruling as king A.D. 19147
Here is how.

BIRTH OF OLD WORLD KINGDOMS

* We note at Revelation, chapter 19, that
the proclamation that Jehovah our God,
the Almighty, has begun to rule as king
is made in connection with his overthrow
of great mystic Babylon. Revelation 19:2
(NW) describes her as the “great harlot
who corrupted the earth with her fornica-
tion”. The angel who brought the revela-
tion to the apostle John speaks of Babylon
as the ‘“great harlot that sits on many wa-
ters, with whom the kings of the earth
committed fornication, whereas those who
inhabit the earth were made drunk with
the wine of her fornication”. John tells us:
“Upon her forehead was written a name, a
mystery, ‘Babylon the Great, the mother
of the harlots and of the disgusting things
of the earth.” ” (Rev. 17: 1, 2, 5, NW) This

was over six hundred years after the lit-

eral city of Babylon on the Euphrates river
was overthrown by Kings Darius and Cy-
rus in 539 B.C. according to the decree
of Jehovah God. When that ancient Baby-
lon was thrown down from its position as
the third world power of Bible history, God
thus showed his almighty power but did
not then begin to reign over all the earth.
Mystic Babylon, Satan’s world organiza-
tion, still remained. It is when God has
actually begun to rule as king that he does
overturn and destroy great mystic Babylon

7. The overthrow of what is proclaimed in connection
with his ruling as King? Whom does this astonish?
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of world-wide power and influence. This
modern act of God when completed will
astonish all the earth far more than his
overturning of ancient Babylon did.

¢ How appropriate it is that, when Jeho-
vah God overturns and destroys mystic
Babylon of today, he should be announced
as ruling as King! The first place at which
an anti-Jehovah kingdom was set up after
the flood of Noah’s day was Babylon or
Babel. The first king of that city was Nim-
rod, the rebellious foe of the true God.
Genesis 10:8-10 informs us: ‘“Cush [the
grandson of Noah] begat Nimrod: he be-
gan to be a mighty one in the earth. He
was a mighty hunter before [or, in opposi-
tion to] Jehovah: wherefore it is said,
Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before Je-
hovah. And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and
Calneh, in the land of Shinar.” (48; Mc-
Clintock & Strong’s Cyclopeedia) Nim-
rod’s kingdom at Babel or Babylon was
never authorized by Jehovah but was set
up in defiance of him and to belittle his
name and universal sovereignty. Many cen-
turies later, when Babylon became a world
power mightier than Egypt and Assyria,
it brazenly showed its hostility to Jehovah
God by destroying Jerusalem and taking
his people into exile.

9 The Most High God withheld his bless-
ings from Babylon’s kings, but raised up
and approved Melchizedek, the king of
Salem which later became Jerusalem. His
name discloses the reason, for it means
“king of righteousness”, and the name of
his city Salem means “peace”. Melchizedek
did not inherit his kingship from his earth-
ly father or through his mother, and he
had no successor to his throne. Hence he
was used in prophetic history to foreshad-

8. Why Is it appropriate that at that event he should

be announced as ruling as King?

%%0. Who was the first human king Jehovah approved ?
y?
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ow the righteous King of the new world,
Jehovah’s Son Jesus Christ.

10 Melchizedek met faithful Abraham
after his victory over the king of Babylon-
ish Shinar and his allies. Concerning this
we read: ‘“And Melchizedek king of Salem
brought forth bread and wine: and he was
priest of God Most High. And he blessed
him, and said, Blessed be Abram of God
Most High, possessor of heaven and earth:
and blessed be God Most High, who hath
delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And
he [Abraham] gave him a tenth of all.”
(Gen. 14:18-20, A8) And as to why Mel-
chizedek foreshadowed Jesus Christ we
read: “Jesus, who has become a high
priest after the likeness of Melchizedek
forever. For this Melchizedek, king of Sa-
lem, priest of the Most High God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of
the kings and blessed him and to whom
Abraham apportioned a tenth of all things,
is first of all, by translation, ‘King of right-
eousness,” and is then also king of Salem,
that is, ‘King of peace.’ In being fatherless,
motherless, without genealogy, having
neither a beginning of days nor an end of
life, but having been made like the Son of
God, he remains a priest perpetually.”
(Heb. 6:20 to 7:3, NW) Melchizedek rep-
resented Jehovah as King.

1 Centuries later Jehovah God began
reigning over a nation, that of Israel. The
city of Jerusalem became its capital, and
King David was first to reign there. But
centuries before that, God had been their
real King, though invisible. The prophet
Moses testified to this fact at the Red sea,
when God drowned the Egyptian armies
hotly pursuing the escaping Israelites.
Moses then sang: ‘“Jehovah shall reign for
ever and ever. For the horses of Pharaoh
went in with his chariots and with his
horsemen into the sea, and Jehovah

11. Over what nation did. Jehovah take up kingship?
How is this attested to?
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brought back the waters of the sea upon
them; but the children of Israel walked
on dry land in the midst of the sea.” And
when just across the borders from the
Promised Land, speaking of Israel as
“Jéshurun” or “Righteous One'”, Moses
sang: “And he was king in Jéshurun,
when the heads of the people were gath-
ered, all the tribes of Israel together.” (Ex.
15:18, 19 and Deut. 33:5, AS) Gideon, the
deliverer of the Israelites from Midianite
raiders, recognized that vital fact. So,
when the people wanted to draft him to
be their visible human king, Gideon said:
“I will not rule over you, neither shall my
son rule over you: Jehovah shall rule over
you.”—Judg. 8:23, A8.

12 Tg it wise now for us to recognize Jeho-
vah our God as king? Yes. True, amid this
world of human kings and princely rulers
it takes faith to recognize that he is now
the ruling King over his people and is to
be obeyed as such. But the Israelites
showed we are sure to suffer if we reject
or fall away from that faith. In the days of
the prophet Samuel they asked him to
make a visible king over their nation to
correspond with the kings of this world.
In grief Samuel took the matter to God
in prayer. “And Jehovah said unto Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people in
all that they say unto thee; for they have
not rejected thee, but they have rejected
me, that I should not be king over them.”
(1 Sam. 8:7, A8) The sum-up of their ex-
perience with human kings is tersely stated
by Jehovah’s words to the Israelites:
“Where now is thy king, that he may save
thee in all thy cities? and thy judges, of
whom thou saidst, Give me a king and
princes? I have given thee a king in mine
anger, and have taken him away in my
wrath.” (Hos. 13:10,11, AS) Their last
human king was taken away in divine

12. What shows it is wise now to recognize him as
king?
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wrath when Babylon’s armies destroyed
Jerusalem in 607 B.C. Like him, the last
kings and princely rulers of Christendom
will be taken away in God’s wrath at the
battle of Armageddon amid a tribulation
foreshadowed by the destruction of Jeru-
salem.

13 The second king whom Jehovah's
prophet anointed over Israel was a man
agreeable to his own heart, David the
shepherd of Bethlehem. It was King David
who wrested Zion, Jerusalem’s citadel,
from its pagan occupiers and made it the
capital city of Israel. He brought into the
capital city and near his palace the symbol
of Jehovah’s presence with his people, the
sacred ark of the covenant. He made prep-
arations for the building of a glorious tem-
ple to house it. For such zeal toward wor-
ship of the living and true God Jehovah
made a covenant for an everlasting king-
dom with David, that one of David's de-
scendants should be a king forever. That
descendant or “son of David” was to be
Jesus Christ, born to a virgin tracing her
descent from King David. The kings of
David’s line ruled as visible representatives
of the real King of Israel, Jehovah God,
and were therefore said to sit upon His
throne. As it is written of King David’s
son and successor: “Then Solomon sat
on the throne of Jehovah as king instead
of David his father, and prospered; and
all Israel obeyed him.” David, when abdi-
cating the throne in favor of Solomon,
prayed and acknowledged God as King,
saying: “Thine, O Jehovah, is the great-
ness, and the power, and the glory, and
the victory, and the majesty: for all that
is in the heavens and in the earth is thine;
thine is the kingdom, O Jehovah, and
thou art exalted as head above all. Both
riches and honor come of thee, and thou
rulest over all.” (1 Chron. 29:23,10-12,

13. How did Jerusalem come to be the *‘‘city of the
great King' ?
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AS) In harmony with Psalm 48:1, 2, Je-
sus himself said of Jerusalem: “It is the
city of the great King.” (Matt. 5:34, 35)
Thus, through his reigning anointed king
at Jerusalem, Jehovah God ruled as king
over Israel’s domain.

KING OF THE WORLD SINCE WHEN?

#In his covenant with David for an
everlasting kingdom by which he promised
never to remove the kingship from David’s
line God said concerning David's succes-
sors on the throne: “If he commit iniquity,
I will chasten him with the rod of men,
and with the stripes of the children of
men; but my lovingkindness shall not de-
part from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I put away before thee. And thy
house and thy kingdom shall be made sure
for ever before thee: thy throne shall be
established for ever.” (2 Sam. 7:14-16,
AS8) So from 621 to 607 B.C. God chas-
tened David’s unfaithful successors, from
Jehoiakim on to Zedekiah, with the rod of
the Babylonian imperialists. Kings Jehoia-
chin and Zedekiah were obliged to vacate
the throne and were taken captive to Baby-
lon, and Jerusalem and its palaces and tem-
ple were destroyed.

15 In this way the prophecy to King
Zedekiah was fulfilled: “Thus saith the
Lord Jehovah: Remove the mitre, and take
off the crown; this shall be no more the
same; exalt that which is low, and abase
that which is high. I will overturn, over-
turn, overturn it: this also shall be no
more, until he come whose right it is; and
I will give it him.” (Ezek. 21:26, 27, 48)
Thus, by his own decision, Jehovah ceased
to rule as king over Israel and its domain.
By the use of the Gentile armies, he over-
turned the visible representation of his
kingdom on earth, in 607 B.C. In-the fall

14. What chastening did the Kingdom covenant prom-
ise? How was this finally inflicted?

15. How was God's kingdom suspended, and what pe-
riod then began?
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of that year, at the complete desolation of
Jerusalem and Judah, the Gentile times or
‘“appointed times of the nations” began, to
run for “seven times”, or 2,520 years.
(Dan. 4:16, 23, 25, 32) God’s kingdom over
any part of the earth was thus suspended.

18 When the Jewish clergy rejected Jesus
before Pontius Pilate at Jerusalem A.D. 33
with the cry, “We have no Kking but
Caesar,” the times of Gentile domination
were bound to Keep on running. Jesus re-
fused to interfere with God’s allowance of
“seven times” for Gentile domination. So
he did not then “restore again the king-
dom to Israel”. He prophesied that they
would run their full length, which would
be till the fall of A.D. 1914. (John 19:15;
Acts 1:6; Luke 21:24) “But this man
offered one sacrifice for sins perpetually
and sat down at the right hand of God,
from then on awaiting until his enemies
should be made a stool for his feet.” (Heb.
10:12,13, NW; Ps. 110:1,2) That meant
that Jesus at God’s right hand had to wait
till 1914, because Jehovah God does not
change but faithfully keeps to his appoint-
ed times and seasons. In 1914 was the time
for God to give the kingdom to his faith-
ful Son, “whose right it is,” and for the
Son to come into the kingdom in fulfill-
ment of the covenant with his forefather
David. At that date was the time for him
to act on his heavenly Father’s invitation:
“Ask of me, and I will give thee the na-
tions for thine inheritance, and the utter-
most parts of the earth for thy possession.
Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron;
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a pot-
ter’s vessel.” (Ps. 2:7-9, A8) Since he re-
ceived the nations of earth in order to
break and dash them to pieces like pottery
smashed with an iron rod, it would indi-
cate that the “appointed times of the na-
tions” had ended.

16. What was Jesus' attitude and course’toward the
‘‘appointed times of the natlons"?
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17 In 1914, at the end of those ‘“‘appointed
times”, Jehovah began to rule as king.
How do we know that? Well, at the begin-
ning of those times in 607 B.C. he ceased
to reign, by overturning King Zedekiah’s
rule at Jerusalem. He ousted him from the
“throne of Jehovah” and let the Babylon-
ian Gentiles smash Jerusalem to pieces
and let it be trampled on by the nations.
Hence the end of those times in 1914
meant just the reverse. There God Al-
mighty took again to himself his great
power. He began ruling as king, not at
earthly Jerusalem or over the former
promised land of Palestine, but over all
the earth and all its nations inside and
outside of Christendom. He did this in re-
membrance of his kingdom covenant with
David and by installing the worthy Son
of David, Jesus Christ, as King of the new
world. Not as King on a material throne
in an earthly Jerusalem, but on the “throne
of Jehovah” which is in heaven and where
Jesus had been sitting waiting for all his
enemies to be made his footstool. ‘“The
heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool,” says Jehovah. (Acts 7:49, NW;
Isa. 66:1, AS) So since 1914 is the time
for the Gentile nations to be no longer on
top but underfoot, to be trampled on by
the heavenly Rulers till they are ground
to powder and are blown away at the bat-
tle of Armageddon.

18 The angels in heaven were perfectly
aware of those events in 1914: “And loud
voices occurred in heaven saying: ‘The
kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he will rule as king for ever and ever.’
And the twenty-four persons of advanced
age who were seated before God upon their
thrones fell upon their faces and wor-
shiped God, saying: ‘We thank you, Jeho-
17. Why was A.D. 1914 the proper time for Jehovah
to begin reigning?

18. In heaven what announcement and thanksgiving
were rendered? What birth there took place?
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vah God, the Almighty, the one who is and
who was, because you have taken your
great power and begun ruling as king. But
the nations became wrathful, and your
own wrath came, and the appointed time
. . . to bring to ruin those ruining the
earth.’” (Rev. 11:15-18, NW) Jehovah’s
heavenly organization is spoken of as sym-
bolic Jerusalem. It brought forth Jesus
Christ as the one to be enthroned King
of Jehovah’s new world. Hence chapter
twelve of The Revelation pictures it as
the birth of a male babe: “And she gave
birth to a son, a male, who is destined to
shepherd all the nations with an iron rod.
And her child was caught away to God
and to his throne.”—Rev. 12:1-5, NW.

19 His iron rod meant wrath for the na-
tions whose appointed “seven times” had
run out. So 1914 was not a time for the
Gentile nations to rejoice at Jehovah’s as-
suming of his ruling power over the earth
and the birth of the kingdom of his Christ.
They became wrathful. The events of his-
tory show they became so right at the
crucial date of 1914. They engaged in
world war between themselves for world
domination instead of acting like Chris-
tians and yielding over their earthly pow-
er to Jehovah’s enthroned King. In the
thirty-six years since that date their
wrath has not lessened but has increased,
this being proved by their increasing per-
secution of Jehovah’s witnesses who an-
nounce his kingdom by his Christ and rep-
resent it as ambassadors.

MYSTIC BABYLON TAKES A TUMBLE
20 The Babylonian empire was used to
destroy Jerusalem in 607 B.C. and to start
off the “appointed times of the nations”.
Quite fitting, then, that at the close of the
appointed times in 1914 the modern Baby-

19. How have the nations reacted at the birth of the
kingdom?

20. How did modern Babylon take a tumble? What will
yet be her fate?
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lon, the Devil's world organization, should
take a tumble as a result of Jehovah’s
judgment against her, and should be put
underfoot. How did this occur? By casting
the invisible king of mystic Babylon, Sa-
tan the Devil, and his demon organization
out of the heavenly heights from associa-
tion with the holy angels and down to
God’s footstool, the earth. Action to bring
this about began right after the Kingdom
was born in 1914. “So down the great
dragon was hurled, the original serpent,
the one called Devil and Satan, who is
misleading the entire inhabited earth; he
was hurled down to the earth, and his
angels were hurled down with him. And
I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now
have come to pass the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ, because the accus-
er of our brothers has been hurled down
. . » On this account be glad, you heavens
and you who reside in them! Woe for the
earth and for the sea, because the Devil
has come down to you, having great anger,
knowing he has a short period of time.’”
(Rev. 12:7-12, NW) At the battle of Ar-
mageddon, after this ‘‘short period of
time”, modern Babylon or Satan’s world
organization will be destroyed and the
new world be completely brought in.

2t Indicative of the tumble of modern
Babylon from the heavenly heights is the
deliverance of Jehovah’s faithful conse-
crated remnant and their good-will com-
panions from that world organization.
That is why Jehovah’s witnesses have be-
come so world-prominent since 1919.
When ancient Babylon was herself de-
stroyed as a world power in 539 B.C., the
Israelite remnant was delivered from its
power, They were let return to the site of
Jerusalem and rebuild the holy temple by
decree of Babylon’s conqueror, King Cy-
H(a) Whose world prominence is indicative of that

tumble? (b) What parable do they take up, against
whom and in whose praise?
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rus of Persia. And as then, so now the de-
livered remnant of spiritual Israelites and
their good-will companions can take up
and chant the parable against Satan, the
god and king of mystic Babylon:

22 “Tt shall come to pass in the day that
Jehovah shall give thee rest from thy sor-
row, and from thy trouble, and from the
hard service wherein thou wast made to
serve, that thou shalt take up this parable
against the king of Babylon, and say, . .
How art thou fallen from heaven, O day-
star, son of the morning! how art thou cut
down to the ground, that didst lay low the
nations! And thou saidst in thy heart, I
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God; and I will
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sit upon the mount of congregation, in
the uttermost parts of the north; I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.
Yet thou shalt be brought down to Sheol,
to the uttermost parts of the pit.” “And
I will rise up against them, saith Jehovah
of hosts, and cut off from Babylon name
and remnant, and son and son’s son, saith
Jehovah. . . . I will sweep it with the
besom of destruction.”—Isa. 14:3-23, 48.

22 While this is a parable of reproach
to the abased god of mystic Babylon, it is
a song of praise to the Founder of the
new world that follows the destruction of
Babylon. It denotes that Jehovah God
reigns, vindicated over his ancient enemies.

The Most Enjoyable Book

One of Jehovah's witnesses employed as electrician at a department store in

Dayton, Ohio, was asked by the editor of the store paper to write a brief report
of about 100 words on the most enjoyable book he had read lately. He wrote the
report, it was published, and favorable comment came from fellow workers. He
placed many booklets on Bible topics. Several clergymen called to see the writer
of the report, but lost interest and left when they learned from the editor that the
writer was one of Jehovah’s witnesses. The report has been reprinted in other
papers. One of his fellow workers said that they were having trouble with their
church minister constantly preaching politics from the pulpit, that a special meet-
ing was called at which he read this book report, and then to the preacher this
fellow worker said: “Look what an electrician can tell us for nothing, yet we
pay you a big salary and get nothing but politics!” The book report that the wit-
ness of Jehovah had written follows:

“I will never finish reading this book in my lifetime. It begins by having a
beautiful home destroyed by rebellion. Tragedy, disaster, sorrow, murder and
death follow. As the family multiplies, the plunge into despair and darkness accel-
erates. Centuries roll by, nations rise and fall, thousands of characters pass in

review, every human emotion from stark, raw hate to a martyr's love is en-

countered. Hope, beginning as a faint spark, grows to absolute assurance. A per-

fect government is to re-establish the beautiful home. Its ruler is the King, Christ
Jesus. The government, the Kingdom of God. The family, the human race. The
book is the Bible!”



NCIENT Babylon sat astride the

river Euphrates and extended her
imperialistic power over peoples, nations
and tongues. So Satan’s woman, mystic
Babylon, has wielded its oppressive power
over all mankind, Only Jehovah our God
the Almighty could effect their deliver-
ance by taking to himself his great power
and again beginning to rule as universal
King and destroying Babylon at the com-
ing battle of Armageddon. The praise to
him for beginning his reign by Christ in
1914 and for already effecting a deliver-
ance of those who call on his name is al-
ready swelling from a multitude that
grows with each passing year.

2 The wrathful nations, though resorting
to totalitarian methods, are unable to
drown out Jehovah’s praise. In fulfillment
of Revelation 19:6 our ears can hear what
is as the “voice of a great crowd and as a
sound of many waters and as a sound of
heavy thunders”. Yes, we can hear them
saying: “Praise Jah, you people, because
Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has be-
gun to rule as king.” (WW) Since the
sound of their voices is so mighty that it
is likened to the sound of many waters
and to thunder peals, terrestrial and celes-
tial sounds, it suggests that an earthly
class and a heavenly class are producing
the mighty proclamation. The facts agree
with this. The remnant of spiritual Israel-
ites who are in line for the heavenly king-
dom have been openly praising Jah or

1. From whom is pralse to Jehovah now swelling, and
for what?

2. What is it we now hear in fulfillment of Revelation
19:67
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Jehovah since A.D. 1919, when they were
released from Babylon’s power. They have
since been joined by hundreds of thousands
of believers whose hope is for an earthly
destiny in the new world.

: By devoting themselves unreservedly
to God through Christ Jesus our Ransom-
er they have become slaves of God and owe
him their undivided service. The fact that
the prophecy said that the great crowd
whose voice is to be heard would be prais-
ing Jehovah makes it binding upon them
to sound forth his praise. The prophecy
must be fulfilled. In fact, the command to
them to laud him comes from God on his
throne and comes through his Son, the
Lamb, who stands “in the midst of the
throne”. So it is written: “Also a voice
issued forth from the throne and said: ‘Be
praising our God, all you his slaves, who
fear him, the small ones and the great.” ”
(Rev. 5:6,7; 19:5, NW) Jesus spoke of
him as “my Father and your Father” and
“my God and your God”; and Jesus and
all the sheep who follow him fear God,
rather than men or demons. Their fear of
him is not a sickly dread created by Baby-
lonish falsification of who and what Jeho-
vah is, but their truthful knowledge of
God discloses his praiseworthy qualities
to them. They delight to commend him to
all and to correct others’ misunderstand-
ing of him. “Publicly and from house to
house” they let their praise of him be
heard. They have no encomiums for the
“golden calf” set up by the commercial

3. How are they his slaves and why are they bound
to praise him? How do they pralse him?
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element of this world or for the political

and military gods of the nations or for-

the religious gods and idols adored by
Christendom and heathendom. They have
turned their backs forever on Babylonish
worship.

+ “Praise Jah, you people!” is what they
cry all over the earth. They know the ex-
clusive name of the Most High God and
they point out his identity to all who do
not know him. They show all the glory,
fame and good promise that attaches to
his holy name. Since they have taken up
this cry, the world politicians and states-
men backed up by the religious clergy have
set up a symbol of world domination. Be-
fore World War II it had the form of the
League of Nations, but now it has the
form of the United Nations. Political and
religious efforts are being made to have
all peoples idolize it and hope in it for
their salvation. Quite recently, on Septem-
ber 7, 1950, the chief executive of the
United States said: ‘“The United Nations
is our one hope to which we may look for
a peaceful world.”—INS dispatch.

s However, the great crowd of slaves
who fear God cannot be diverted from
praising him. They know who their De-
liverer, their Creator, their hope of ever-
lasting life in the new world is. They have
no misleading praises for the man-made
political systems and rulerships of this
world, no, for any part of modern Baby-
lon. Their praise is of Jehovah’s kingdom
by Christ. They have no heart for world
politics. They do not sully themselves by
meddling in human politics. In this re-
spect they hold to the true definition of
clean worship of God: “The form of wor-
ship that is clean and undefiled from the
standpoint of our God and Father is this:
to care for orphans and widows in their
tribulation, and to keep oneself without

4,5, What cry do they raise, and so for what are
their praises?
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spot from the world.” (Jas. 1:27, NW) As
ambassadors for God’s kingdom, they offer
praise of the theocratic government which
they represent.—2 Cor. 5:20, NW.

WHY

& The reverent slaves of God are under
command to call upon all the people to
turn from the praise of the gods, idols and
mighty ones of this world to the praise
of the Creator, Founder and Builder of
the enduring new world. The reason for
this is most urgent now, and they explain
it to the people in these words: ‘“Because
Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has be-
gun to rule as king.” (Rev. 19:6, NW)
That explanation places before all the peo-
ple and their earthly governments the
paramount issue of all time, the universal
sovereignty of the Most High God. That
is to say, Who will rule the universe as
rightful sovereign?

* For 2,520 years, the length of the seven
“appointed times of the nations”, the
rightful universal Sovereign, Jehovah, was
not ruling any part of this earth, not even
the so-called Holy Land of Palestine. But
this is not now the case since 1914. So now
it is eminently improper for any nation or
person to do what seems right to just the
human mind, as in the days when there
was no visible human king in the land of
Israel but “every man did that which was
right in his own eyes”. (Judg. 21:25) The
mind unguided by God’s Word and spirit
is certain to be influenced by the world
and its god Satan the Devil and hence to
go wrong. Proverbs 14:12 says: ‘“There is
a way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of death.”
The times of ignorance God once over-
looked. But now ignorance cannot be

6. What do they call upon the people to do now? Why
speclally now?

7. Why is it eminently Improper now to continue every
}nan Idolng what is right in his own eyes as in ancient
srael ?
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pleaded as an excuse for wrong action ac-
cording to the human mind, particularly
so now that He has raised up his witnesses
in all parts of the earth and sends them
out with the message of his established
kingdom. (Acts 17:30) This is the time of
judgment of the nations. This world will
never return to the conditions that existed
before 1914. For God’s kingdom is here,
and is here to stay!

¢ All human governments, whether total-
itarian or democratic or of any other po-
litical and social complexion, are being
made to know that they can never ban
Jehovah God from his decisive part in the
future disposition of this earth. He may
let them ban Jehovah’s witnesses and their
legal servant, the Watch Tower Bible &
Tract Society and its scores of branches,
but they cannot ban Jehovah. For that
same reason they cannot destroy Jeho-
vah’s Word, the Bible, nor stamp out his
witnesses. Were they permitted by sheer
force to silence the testimony of his wit-
nesses, he would make the very stones cry
out. (Luke 19:40; Hab. 2:11) Since God’s
kingdom is now the rightful Challenger,
the Kingdom issue must henceforth be
pressed to a decisive finish, and Jehovah's
reigning King Jesus Christ will press it
that far. Doing that will mean the end of
all the kingdoms and human rulerships of
this world at the universal conflict of Ar-
mageddon: ‘“There is no peace to the
wicked,” and there will be no peace be-
tween this world and God’s established
kingdom. In this interim of years between
Satan’s ousting from heaven and the com-
ing battle of Armageddon, there has been
no stabilizing of earthly conditions by man
or by United Nations nor any restoring
of “normalcy”’, and there will be none. But
in this interim now soon to terminate God

8. (a) What cannot the nations ban, and hence what
issue will be pressed to the finish? (b) Of what now
should we take advantage?
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is mercifully exercising patience in behalf
of saving the people of good will. So the
wise thing for the people to do is to take
advantage of his patience and mercy and
heed his Kingdom message, turn to him
and his King as the only hope and then
laud and magnify his worthy name.—2 Pet.
3:15.

HIS GOVERNMENT AN ABSOLUTE KINGDOM

? From the proclamation God's praisers
must make, let all men note that the only
government which He promised to set up
and which he has set up is a kingdom.
This follows from the covenant for the
Kingdom which he made with King David
of Jerusalem and which he has never re-
voked. Yes, it is in fulfillment of the cove-
nant which he made with his Son Jesus
Christ, to give him this everlasting king-
dom of the new world, and into which
Kingdom covenant Jesus takes his faithful
followers as joint heirs. (Luke 22:29, 30,
NW) It is a kingdom, in which Jehovah
God is the absolute Ruler, and it is not
a democracy. So it is a Theocracy, and
not a people’s rule. Under this theocratic
kingdom the people on earth must wor-
ship the Ruler as God, even as the King
Christ Jesus and his joint heirs worship
the Supreme Ruler as God. This is proper,
because Jehovah is indeed the living and
true God, and all mankind owe to him
their existence and all of life’s blessings,
and notably their redemption from sin,
condemnation and death by the sacrifice
of his Son. Jehovah our God is the Al-
mighty, and happy it is for mankind that
such an all-powerful one as he has taken
the reins of government of the earth. It
takes an almighty one like Him to de-
liver groaning mankind from the erushing
weight of the Devil’s Babylonish organiza-
tion.

9. What kind of government is it he sets up? Why is
his almightiness fortunate for mankind?
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10 Glad we can be that the new world
is the one God, and not the politicians,
has promised and that its government is
an absolute kingdom, and that men on
earth have nothing to say about it, except
to pray for it, advertise it and commend
it to others, if they so choose. God is com-
passionate toward mankind and will vin-
dicate his ability to make something to
his praise out of fallen mankind despite
the Devil. And so God has let the human
family that descended from sinful Adam
and Eve remain, but he determined to set
up a new government over it. When the
righteous world in the garden of Eden
passed because of sin’s entry, he deter-
mined to bring back a world of righteous-
ness, a new world. At his due time he
founded that world or laid the foundation
of it in the sacrificial death and resurrec-
tion of his Son Jesus Christ nineteen cen-
turies ago. Now he has established the
heavenly government for this new world,
appointing his self-sacrificing Son to be
its king. He has done this, although the
most of earth’s people have not wanted
Jesus Christ as King, a fact which proves
that this is not a democratic arrangement
but a theocratic one and that the people
are lying under the power of God’s adver-
sary.

11 The people, even the majority of them,
are no safe guide in this “present wicked
system of things”, because Satan is “god
of this system of things” and is mislead-
ing the entire inhabited earth. Democra-
cies had their origin in pagan Greece
which adopted Babylon’s religion; and if
democracies or people’s republics were the
final ones to determine the future for all
mankind, our earth would never. have Je-
hovah as King nor the anointed Son Jesus
Christ as his royal representative on the

10. What further shows this is a theocratic arrange-
ment, and not a democratic one?

11, What original actlon shows that popular self-rule
is not the way to good government and life?
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throne. Originally theocratic rule obtained
in the garden of Eden. Then the move for
popular self-rule was advocated and start-
ed. Adam and Eve asserted themselves
against theocratic law and in accord with
the Serpent, who became the “god of this
system of things”. The asserting of popu-
lar self-rule brought sin and death into
the earth. God’s rule by his Son Jesus
Christ means eternal life in a sinless new
world. To the Supreme King over all the
universe everybody who wants life and
perfect government must now tender his
allegiance through Jesus Christ.

12 Fallen mankind has proved itself in-
capable of self-rule. Yet every makeshift
is being resorted to and applied by Chris-
tendom in order to oppose and avoid hav-
ing Jehovah God as King by Christ Jesus.
What is the result since 1914? Every-
where the people continue to suffer. They
share the guilt in perpetuating their own
sufferings. Their gods are failing to bring
in relief. The sole hope for relief is in the
divine government. Let the people stop
calling upon their false gods and idols for
relief. Since our God Jehovah the Al-
mighty now rules as king, it is entirely
out of order to worship other gods and
creature-made idols. He will not tolerate
any false worship in the new world. So
why not praise and serve him as King
without delay?—Ps. 135:1-5, 15-18,

13 How strange it is that earth’s inhabit-
ants do not want as their King the Crea-
tor of the earth and of man upon it! Not
the men of this atomic age, but God is the
One who pre-eminently knows how to run
the earth and can regulate it for man-
kind’s good, keeping a perfect balance be-
tween all forces in and about the earth.
Satan the Devil has misused all these forc-
es. He has exercised only the “means to

12. What is the sole hope for human relief, and what
worship is entirely out of order now?

13. Why is Jehovah, and not Satan, pre-eminently the
one qualified to run the earth and its inhabitants?
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cause death”. There is no life in him or
through anything he has established. As
“puler of this world” and as “god of this
system of things” he has failed. It has not
meant life or good government for us, but
the direct opposite. (Heb. 2:14 and John
12:31 and 2 Cor. 4:4,NW) In Eden he
had been anointed as the “covering cher-
ub’” and was then “perfect in [his] ways”.
But when he set out to exercise world con-
trol independent of Jehovah’s universal
sovereignty, then iniquity was found in
him. By advocating human self-govern-
ment apart from God he led Adam and
Eve into rebellion and sin. Almighty God
drove the rebels from Eden, but did not
displace the unfaithful cherub (now Satan
the Devil) from being an invisible pow-
er over mankind. God let him carry on in
the false position into which he had deceit-
fully wormed his way over mankind.
—Ezek. 28:13-19.

14 Despite such advantageous position
over mankind, Satan has failed to prove
his right and worthiness to universal sov-
ereignty or his ability to turn all men and
women against Jehovah’s universal sover-
eignty. Satan has failed to prove himself
able to offer something better than what
Almighty God originally made and pro-
vided for mankind. After these six thou-
sand years of satanic domination of earth
what the wicked one promised in Eden
through Adam and Eve’s rebellion against
Jehovah’s universal sovereignty has not
materialized. The type of human govern-
ment that he started with Nimrod at Baby-
lon, the birthplace of all worldly kings,
has failed to give the people satisfactory
administration of their affairs. The conse-
quences of following the ways of the false
god Satan and of defying and ignoring the
true God Jehovah and his Christ have
been heart-breaking trouble and death.

14. Despite his advantage, how has Satan failed?
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EXTOL THE UNIVERSAL KING

15 Now a life-giving change is under
way. The settling of the age-old issue of
universal sovereignty will shortly take
place at Armageddon. Jehovah our God
the Almighty reigns now as King of earth
and heaven. He is the Conqueror who has
ousted the Devil from heaven and will
shortly destroy that one’s world and create
a new world of life and joy. So let all who
long for life, peace and righteous govern-
ment forsake this doomed world and de-
clare themselves Jehovah'’s subjects. It is
only reasonable that all normal persons
should want to seek the favor of the new
King, especially if all must eventually sub-
mit to his rule or perish. Common sense
dictates this as the wise course, because
it is for one’s benefit and glorifies God.
It upholds Jehovah’s universal sovereignty
against the false charges and assaults of
the Devil. As Jehovah’s witnesses keep on
preaching the Kingdom gospel, more and
more people hear the sound of the great
crowd saying: “Praise Jah, you people,
because Jehovah our God, the Almighty,
has begun to rule as king.” It is high time
for every hearer today to act upon this
call to praise him as King, their personal
King whom they have chosen to worship
and serve forever. Let all begin living and
speaking as now being under his kingdom.
Throughout the earth let them unitedly
praise him as a society of people who give
full allegiance to his everlasting kingdom.

1¢ The prophecies pertaining to this awe-
some time are aglow with announcements
of Jehovah’s reign begun and with divine
decrees on what is now the right thing to
do. In exalted strains Psalm 99:1-5 an-
nounces: “Yahweh [or, Jehovah] hath be-
come King, let the peoples tremble, he is

15. Why is it the wise course to seek Jehovah's favor
now, and upon what call by a great crowd should all
hearers act?

16. What does Psalm 99:1-5 announce and call on people
to do?
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enthroned on the cherubim, let the earth
shake. Yahweh in Zion is great, and high
is he over all the peoples. Let them thank
his Name—great and reverend, holy is
he! Yea with the strength of a king justice
he loveth, thou hast established equity,
justice and righteousness in Jacob thou
hast wrought. Exalt Yahweh our God and
bow down at his footstool, holy is he!”—Ro.

17 Jehovah is enthroned on the cherubim
who uphold his sovereignty. Among those
cherubim is not the one who was the
“anointed cherub that covereth” in Eden.
For transforming himself into Satan the
Devil he has been ejected from heaven and
is not now supporting the divine throne.
No, but he has been made the footstool for
the feet of Jehovah’s King Jesus Christ.
Jehovah’s becoming king and enthroning
his Son among the cherubim to be king
of the new world is an event powerfully
affecting our earth. No wonder it has
been shaking, figuratively speaking, since
1914! The foundations upon which its hu-
man society has rested for six thousand
years are tottering. Its nations God has
put on judgment to make them show their
attitude toward his King and his kingdom
for which Christendom has hypocritically
professed to pray. Now is no time for truly
God-fearing people to follow the worldly
political and religious leaders in ignoring
and defying Jehovah’s rule as king. It is
a time for the people to tremble.

18 Let earthly society of Satan’s domin-
ion go on writhing in anguish for stub-
bornly refusing divine rule. As for us who

17, Over whom s Jehovah enthroned? How has his
becoming king affected the earth, and what is it time
for people to do?

18. What does Psalm 96 command us to say among
the natlons?
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have hope of life in the new world, wheth-
er in the heavenly kingdom or in the new
earth, we will rejoice and exult as loudly
as peals of heavy thunder and as the roar-
ing of many waters. For Jehovah has pre-
served unshaken the foundation of the
new world and has now established the
Theocratic Government for it in the
mighty hands of Jesus Christ. Shortly the
removal of the Devil’s old world will fol-
low as a certain consequence at Arma-
geddon’s war of vindication, and the new
earth will be established on the founda-
tions of everlasting righteousness. We de-
light now to obey the prophetic command
for this glorious time: “Bow down to Yah-
weh [or, Jehovah] in the adornment of
holiness, be in anguish at his presence all
the earth! Say among the nations, Yahweh
hath become King. Surely he hath fixed
the world, it shall not be shaken, he will
judge the peoples with equity. Let the
heavens rejoice and the earth exult, let
the sea roar and the fulness thereof.”
—Ps. 96:9-11, Ro.

19 This prophetic command determines
for us our message and states our commis-
sion of service. So, come what political, so-
cial, religious and other changes may in
1951, yes, come what persecutions and re-
pressive measures may against Jehovah’s
people and their message, our commission
and our message remain unchangeable.
Likewise our determination will remain
unchanged. In behalf of the Theocracy’s
increase we will continue by all God-given
means to raise the Hallelujah cry: ‘“Praise
Jah, you people, because Jehovah our God,
the Almighty, has begun to rule as king.”

19. What are we determined unchangeably to do, and
desplte what?




@ Regarding the term “brethren” at Matthew
13:55, does it mean spiritual brethren, fleshly
brothers, or cousins of Jesus?—J. P. T., Spain.

Jesus had entered his native territory and
amazed his acquaintances with his wisdom and
mighty works, and they asked in astonishment:
“How came this man by this wisdom and mira-
cles? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not
his mother called Mary, and his brethren
James and Joseph and Simon and Jude? And
his sisters, are they not all with us?” (Matt.
13:54-56, Dy) The very setting shows that these
townsmen were speaking of a fleshly, family
relationship. They had known Jesus for years,
had known his mother, and his brothers and
sisters; so how comes this big change in him
all of a sudden? They even name his brothers.
The circumstances rule out any possibility of
their having spiritual brethren in mind. (Mark
6:1-4, Dy) The apostle John makes distinction
between Jesus’ natural brothers and his dis-
ciples or spiritual brethren, saying: “He went
down to Capharnaum, he and his mother, and
his brethren, and his disciples.” (John 2:12,
Dy) John 7:3-5 also makes this distinction and
goes further by saying, “Neither did his breth-
ren believe him.” (Dy) Certainly such unbe-
lievers could not be spiritual brethren; they
must have been brethren after the flesh. How-
ever, after Jesus' death and resurrection his
natural brothers did become believers, as sev-
eral scriptures show. (Acts 1:13,14; Gal. 1:19;
Jude 1) Adding more evidence, we read: “As
he was yet speaking to the multitudes, behold
his mother and his brethren stood without,
seeking to speak to him. And one said to him:
Behold thy mother and thy brethren stand
without, seeking thee. But he answering him
that told him, said: Who is my mother and
who are my brethren? And stretching forth his
hand towards his disciples, he said: Behold
my mother and my brethren. For whosoever
shall do the will of my Father that is in heav-
en, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.”
(Matt. 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke 8:19-21,
Dy) Jesus was contrasting the natural rela-
tionship and spiritual relationship, showing
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that the spiritual was stronger and more im-
portant. If the brethren standing outside with
his mother had not been his fleshly brothers
his words would have been meaningless and
without any point.

Also, this situation indicates that these
brothers were not cousins. If they had been
cousins it would mean that Jesus would have
replied, “Who are my cousins?” And it would
make him say, as he stretched forth his hand
toward his disciples, “Behold my cousins.” No,
Jesus was not talking about cousins or any
relationship other than brothers. It is well
known that Jesus taught that he and his dis-
ciples were spiritual brothers, not cousins or
some other more distant relatives. It is the
Greek words adelphés and adelphé that are
translated “brothers” and “sisters”, and are
used for both natural and spiritual relation-
ships. When the relationship is more distant,
as in the case of cousins, the Greek word used
is syngenés. It is the one used in the feminine
gender at Luke 1:36, where the angel of God
said to Mary: “Behold thy cousin Elizabeth.”
(Dy) But this Greek word for cousin or kin
or relative is never used in connection with
Jesus’ brothers James, Joseph, Simon and
Jude, but always the Greek word adelphds,
meaning brothers. That Mary did have other
children after Jesus’ birth is indicated by Luke
2:7 calling Jesus Mary's “first-born son”, im-
plying that there were others born later on.
Also, Matthew 1:25 (Dy) says concerning
Joseph and Mary: “And he knew her not till
she brought forth her firstborn son: and he
called his name Jesus.” This clearly indicates
that Joseph did “know” her afterward, and
that he fathered her other children.

@ Does Jeremiah 10:3-5 refer to the erection
and trimming of Christmas trees?—C. M.,
Washington.

Jeremiah 10:3-5 reads: “The customs of the
people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of
the forest, the work of the hands of the work-
man, with the ax. They deck it with silver and
with gold; they fasten it with nails and with
hammers, that it move not. They are upright
as the palm tree, but speak not: they must
needs be borne, because they cannot go.” This
scripture cannot be properly applied to cutting
down evergreens, building bases to hold them
upright, and decorating them with gold and sil-
ver tinsel or other ornamentation. Jeremiah 10
is exposing the folly of worshiping idols.
Men made such idols by felling a tree, lopping
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off the branches, and hewing and carving the
remaining trunk into the shape of the desired
image. This they would then plate or overlay
with gold and silver. As the account states,
“The core of their idols is but timber, overlaid
with beaten silver brought from Tarshish and
with gold from Ophir.” (Vss. 8,9, AT) Being
shaped in the form of some living creature
or supposed god, they might be expected by
their superstitious worshipers to have some
power of expression or movement or ability
to deliver in time of stress; but their utter
failure to do anything draws derisive taunts:
“Idols are like scarecrows in a field, they can-
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not say a word; they have to be carried, for
they cannot move a step. Have no fear of
them; they cannot hurt you—no, nor help
you!” Next the account speaks of Jehovah's
great power, then continues: “It strikes man
dumb and senseless; the goldsmith is ashamed
of his carved image, his metal image is a fu-
tile thing. There is no breath of life in idols;
they are a vain delusion, they break down
when the test arrives.” (Vss. 5, 14, 15, Mo)
Hence it is clear that Jeremiah 10:3-5 does not
refer to decorated Christmas trees, when we
view these verses with their context and with
the historical background of that time in mind.

Pl (KD e
Anna, the Aged Prophetess, Sees Jesus

'HE disciple of Jesus, Luke the physician,

in writing to one Theophilus, states: “I
resolved also, because I have traced all things
from the start with accuracy, to write them
in logical order to you, most excellent Theoph-
ilus, that you may know fully the certainty
of the things which you have been taught
orally.”—Luke 1:3,4, NW.
@ In giving us this logically arranged his-
tory of the life of Jesus we find that Luke
not only follows a strict chronological order,
but also gives us many bits of history of the
life of Christ Jesus which are not recorded
by the other gospel writers. Perhaps most
important among these is his record of the
later Judean and Perean ministries of our
Lord. However, we are also appreciative of
his care in giving details regarding the birth
and early infancy of Jesus. For without his
record we would not have the circumstances
relative to the birth of John the Baptist, the
sayings that Mary and the angels uttered, the
record of the shepherds’ visit to the manger;
and except for him we would not have the
description of the temple scene, where among
others Anna, the aged prophetess, saw the
child Jesus.
@ According to Luke, Anna was the daughter
of one Phanuel and of the tribe of Asher. Be-
ing a prophetess she had the gift of the holy
spirit in a special sense. After living with her
husband for seven years she became a widow
and was now 84 years old. In spite of her ad-
vanced age she “was never missing from the
temple, rendering sacred service night and
day with fastings and supplications”. No ques-

tion about it, Anna had a keen appreciation
of the blessedness that came with service in
the house of Jehovah. Her actions told all,
that she, like David, had but one thing to ask
of Jehovah, that she might dwell in his house
all the days of her life, “to behold the beauty
of Jehovah, and to inquire in his temple.”
—Ps. 27:4, AS.

@ At the very hour that Joseph and Mary
brought Jesus into the temple Anna ‘“came
near and began returning thanks to God and
speaking about the child to all those waiting
for Jerusalem’s deliverance”. (Luke 2:36-38,
NW) As the angels had done forty days be-
fore, Anna was bearing testimony to him who
was to be the savior of the world. (Luke
2:815) Doubtless, like Simeon, she had been
longing, praying and waiting for the One who
was to deliver Israel, and the good news that
this was the One was too good to keep.

€. How different Anna was from the practi-
tioners of orthodox religion! How many of
them would keep on rendering sacred service
night and day at the age of 847 They would
have asked for a pension long ago. Anna set
a good example (even as did Paul the aged,
some sixty or seventy years later) to all serv-
ants of Jehovah who are advanced in years.
Regardless of how old one may be he is not
too old to devote his life to the sacred service
of Jehovah; nor is he ever too old, once in
that service, to witness to the King and King-
dom as opportunity affords. Those rendering
such service now can testify to Jehovah's
blessing upon them, even as Anna back there
was specially blessed.



AN “EXCLUSION CLAUSE” RECOMMENDED

Dear Brethren:

The May 1st and 15th Watchiowers on blood
transfusion move me to write of my recent ex-
perience while on duty as a special nurse in
one of the large hospitals.

On the 13th post operative day, it was deter-
mined to subject this patient to blood washing,
consisting of withdrawing two pints of blood
and replacing it with two other pints. This
operation was performed in the room by in-
ternes on laboratory service and repeated on
the following day, when this amazing incident
occurred.

Let those who think there is no danger to the
donor take heed. At this second blood-stream
flushing while withdrawing the second pint of
blood, the flow from patient to vacuum bottle
suddenly and unexplainably reversed itself, and
when noticed a column of air was about to
enter the vein. The doctor quickly disconnected
the tube at the needle, and on reconnecting it
behaved normally for a few minutes but then

reversed again and the doctors abandoned the
attempt to withdraw more, replacing rapid-
ly with other blood. This patient who had pre-
viously received thirteen pints of blood, eight
of which were on the day and first night of
operation, died on the 16th post operative day
in spite of or because of receiving a total of
seventeen pints of strange blood. Many veins
were occluded and riddled as a sieve by almost
continuous puncturing for laboratory test and
feedings of blood or glucose.

Be it known that it is becoming more prev-
alent to give blood transfusions during quite
simple operations, and the only knowledge the
patient may have of it is when asked to have
friends and relatives replace it in the blood
bank. To avoid this an exclusion clause should
be inserted in the hospital release contract be-
fore signing for operation. I carry identification
card in my wallet marked “No blood transfu-
sion” in red ink and bearing my signature.

Theocratically yours,

e B o S S S S e e e e e e e T e e e e

SHARING IN THE FINAL WITNESS

Shortly before he was impaled Jesus coun-
seled his apostles, “This good news of the
kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited
earth for the purpose of a witness to all the
nations, and then the accomplished end will
come.” The time for the accomplished end of
this wicked system of things is very near, and
the servants of God are giving the final wit-
ness in every corner of the earth. What a priv-
ilege it is to have a share in this momentous
work! Since you have now learned something
of God’s gracious provisions for those who act
in harmony with his will, wouldn’t you like to
share in spreading this good news? For January
Jehovah'’s witnesses have as their service theme,
Sharing in the Final Witness (Matt. 24:14, NW).
During the next four months they will offer
a year's subscription for this Christian journal,
The Waichtower, on a contribution of $1.00.
Every new subscriber will also get a premium
of three interesting booklets. Why not share in
the final witness by calling the attention of your
neighbors to the significance of the times in
which we live and offer them a subscription for
The Watchtower to aid them further to learn
of God’s requirements? The local company of
Jehovah's witnesses will be glad to assist you;
or write to us and we will furnish you with
additional instructions and forms for reporting
your activity.
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NEW WORLD TRANSLATION

The New World Translation of the Christian
Greek Scriptures, first released to the public
on Wednesday, August 2, 1950, during the in-
ternational assembly of Jehovah's witnesses in
New York city, answers a long-felt need for an
accurate and dependable translation of the
Greek Scriptures. Done in modern speech, it is
just as understandable to present-day readers
as the original writings of Christ’s disciples
were understandable to the simple, lowly read-
ers of their day. It is not a revision of any pre-
vious work, but is a new rendering from the
original Greek text, using primarily the stand-
ard text of Westcott and Hort. To insure accu-
racy the translation is as literal as modern
English usage permits. One of its outstanding
features is the use of God's given name Jeho-
vah throughout. There are copious marginal
references, chain references, footnotes, an en-
lightening foreword, an appendix, maps and
illustrations. This new translation presents the
Greek Scriptures in all their purity and is
worthy of the close study of even the most
critical student. A copy will be sent you, post-
paid, on a contribution of $1.50.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of January 21:
Praise to the New World's Founder, f1-19.

Week of January 28:
Praise to the New World’s Founder, T20-23;
and The New World Crowd of Praisers, T 1-19.



SCRIPTURE INDEX FOR LEADING ARTICLES, 1950

EERk msmmmmmmmmmmmmmg%m JREITE mmm«mmmmw IS mmmmmmmmmmmm N§ RRHEERY RNVK\GH
. ER

g P m m AR 2
3 e 59 5 5% 8 ammmﬂmmg4 H g B R, T mae 3§
8 8aed uvs ¥ zw mmp g msaln * R BT 3 mmma & mss”uam_f 0% o mnuumwu nsmmzs
5 3838 E?SSSHHHSmm%BMB SIX I5RBE  GNEE 4555779 N LASEIESHANY 88 decRaes - SN

BIESSTES mmwmmmwum HRNIREN NS BNEERRCERERRARACHGRRERRIBRIBNAY  ERHNEERPENRRAERABERNGS
s 8 dg o mw.m.% &S e gl [
8 m,,m 1%1 w.iuum 8 &3 AR 2.5 mx 9.8 4

RAGANA AohRansocoyg aag ﬁﬁaﬁgmmzm i o mmmmmmwmmmmmmmu ilxzs?slmmmu%%m%mm
BREREREFARIgEaYERIFESESRURNAGHEY  SESNIINCRRIVARRAT  SRRRINEASIARNZRAEES ~5gRARYE

4 %8, & @ 3 & S tagte 3
EREE S8 0¥  , 0RE G VR RES g S an Aegere a,.su Mowe 8" e Nandd
R BN E RS I IRRNNRERRRES3R e 'S RRE22L5Ra8ESS0 99998 IUINKKRR
mmMmmmmwmlmmmmmmmmmmm BHBSARETT mmumm%mmm35&mgm g FeBEEEE HUSRERRERARLAgRAaRSeRARE ]
5 8 : 5 9g mm g £ g< gy Llaxign ¥
oo Sa5 o w 38 49@%_4 3 A S5 HEgcT R
wd 9.}%2%%1315 Bad M um&7131ﬂm_~3wm wﬂ._ Sﬂm & && 1&1..6.171171 < 2 no.dq iPme ASve
B8 mmwmmnmmmmnuu%mmmmmmmwmmmmmmu St R mmm PR AR nmmuaﬁmn._munismmmmmm CEEE

90 150:6

513 150:3

7y &2 m gS¥ 3% J% R SROISRERTRESS

1_ ™ i

868 5muma-mmmm7xssumu4f%m HBABY
5 o

101, 319
68, 229
227

g gtiig w.% = Bsl £ 259 ) s

o, S mmmmmmm 5. E 3dg g8 8 Ml o Ao
gn o = i ' = o ﬁso ] > (- ) m 0 0 -] [~ ]] (-] &
.....a.....m = un‘ﬁﬂ%ﬁ NQ% b 5 IT..MN & m” EM&H_“A%%& n...?..mwu& HIQILQHBS%S&.TI IRR-2 el e
s & HER&R a8 e %5635 & NS Hmm&mﬂ&ﬁ@ﬂ mmn.,..22ﬂuwnw99%45%mmamwﬂﬁmmmmﬁ SEEEESR
A8 pERRAIRRGORRNSRAIEISER  ¥ES BAY  RSISRCBUUUSUSINSRCRSRSSNSgfenecSoRn  SGHRSER A4

Ml BSOS G Sig. 4 %

e e 8 © 78 E g 35 3., o3N8&y O I =% 3 9

%.. Fr v o o éS&ﬁ@ﬂﬂmeﬂbT e B%I TRem A=Y S Y Tefe @ oL
fa  odnenoRiiilitn ol mmwmassmmmmnnnmnnmmmmuuagmmmmmmlmmsm Sagaind  9E8
mmsammammmm33mmmmmmmmmmmmmmm EHAREIRRR mmmmmmmmmmnmmm414 L R SURE L R R
= . 2 8 g £ 8g

g o LS. s 88 = m £ now _F @més o R 4 g =50

5 Mﬁﬁdﬁ_ﬁﬂmuﬁlmlﬁ .Mamﬁ&_%wm 13.&.@“22”71221%%“7“1356% HHE“HHﬂMS& = Hﬂmuwm o 9“3 lﬁnmm 1
11112222333884466134mw nmﬁ%ﬁ R e R i ul@iﬁmﬁ%mﬂ%%%%ﬁﬁmwﬁw = hoit S S8 BBERRER

g



Rl

M B3EaBagaaNey mmmmmsumnmmmmmmmmmmm 3283 m&wmmmumwmmmmmmmmwwmmmnam@mmmmmmmmm SRR
; ; g 5 n g %
Ms Mm.um X e "8 & £ & R 2 Msmm u a M m.mw_ m -
33 ﬁﬂ%%l%tﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂmﬂmm&ﬂm |5 L B Gt e P SR 45mmw.ﬂ - Yo
5 mummmamumummnunnnnnnwsm mmmmmmmmnmzmmm 1nmummummmmmmmmw L IRy munuuumm 553438
m PREEREE R A S mmmmmmmmaﬁmuammmm AOGPRESRINNECET  AORHBRERRSSRuRNngEs YRR nERAERE
m I_§ 5 g2 a8 8 @ g 4 g3
ﬁ quxésmmmmu M oR88 T ummmmmumn 12 FeanaRBEIaNasAY 5] &
g uuuunnuuunuumu4mummmmmsm EnBEaLLe LEOEetaasassany mzmmmmmmmu 18928 5m # #38rsm6 8

279 | 10:1-48

mmmgmmmmnmmmm..mmummmmmmwmmmm4m NARg¥  AUBHIEREERERICEIARIBIRENRRNCRRRARYARILI VORI H]
mm i TR &8 E & §d65d

e’ dteari o a3 2 858 g, N8 M 9 e8gB  ME
,aiw mmmlmm sEsTonn & Sadndagaad wdanng Mg,. LS89 N8 IaBL NN SR YIRRENT HineSoEE

Ll
CEEENERARS mmmmwammmm H SERHIS88RS kil 1] 223 ARG AU R i i s g 2 )

w N -
mm_mmmm%mummnmmummmamlﬁ & =t AL g at b o B st B SRR S SR A R R
g 3
5 83R]]

m mmm uTM.w u
<fig ﬂJ.MﬁW@M&wM%M@A.aI Mémuﬂ.ﬁ 19“%31 @ nmmmmw”ﬁ@mﬂlmwnuzmqlﬂmwm@%%mwﬂ ﬂﬂ?ﬁ 2Mm%m_.ﬂ mwT
4444488999m0muuumumm_un HHENM N R BRRBHBEESSSCSoSHARANNANNNNY SNGN SHSSH ¥ %Y

o by
g8 mmmmmmummmmmmmmmummmmm.mmmmmommmmmw mmsm«mwmmsmmmm@mm@mmmmmmmmmmmmmm RESRITRIRASH  9RENE
8 usmm #osdgdd & ol LR

emauamm T e, B (L S mmmummmm«sm ag o ml nmmmmmmwmmuammmm 232s
THTEARA NROUARNANUAGRNARGN © G943 §  SONSSSASA% 5% 3% J0KAARRANBAYAAERSERAKE 3384

e

EBghReERNEENRNRRANRRRAR mﬂmﬁwmmmmmmmmmnmmﬁmmmummmmmm m.mmmmmmmmmm? EREGRETREBREE m w CEpSEREL
g 9% 8 § =8 88 m g 5 m

L a m B n 8. m 5 mm & .,1..

Y g B : : m,ﬁ_. o mm xmm mo_f pn,.m smmmm %ﬁa %m g S smﬁm SANNR 28 83ecy

emmmnmnmmmwmmsmma%mm.m =R b b B SR e B mmnmmmmmmmsmm 3s dars

o S mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmw%m & _E3RPan@°R  ERREReR mﬁmmmmmwmmmmmmmmméwm%mmummmsmﬁ%
- S 3 &
' & A o g o8

n 9 b i ] 5 @ T Qg o
Maoondafaseg o “leSmonddy “aolMeds T dendsd mﬁgumiﬁ%uﬁarza 2
Simmm GO 00 NG OI I AN 3&444444555&555555556&66 -1

11 14,

16
0:12, 13
10:14
10

:14, 15

~ —

LUKE

f
63
&

SEeWATCHTOWER.

15

NAHUM
HABAKKUK
MALACHI

ps. 1, 2
-3

ZEPHANIAH
HAGGAI
ZECHARIAH

MATTHEW

, 10
20

e TR

Lal

i
4
8 &

MMMOMMMmm a mew“mumuu



527

Fhe WATC HTOWER.

DECEMBER 15, 1950

ML R
£ 9 wmmﬁm

n 7_.... m 7
Hentoy SHe %99 m.

1111.23 iD= nl

§§ BEIRBCREIECIRg

m,m g

168
150,

202

310

ERCHRATENASY IRSRNCHRERgEnRNaRRagnRERR B3R ERAge

8 mm g o, g8 m g
m.a?n..lw meir = I.Mooaa. HEUN® 33614311 ﬂ?
SR e i Tiansls

iHANeR mmmmmmmmmmmuﬂm B FRENIRERRSRSBENEYY 5978
3 8 88 . §

100,
151, 199,

2 1-10

é 717

11:8
44‘7 11:9-11
42, 102 11:15-18
121 | Chap.12 54.218

115, 121 | 12:15

120 | 11:17, 18

Ao
1
2
©
H

118 | 22:18, 19

390

168, 183 11:15-12:10

JUDE

o
[
=
(]
B
Lol

14
2 PETER

o 5 2 Y. R o
b Do ia T ma m mﬁ%izsqsea 1m14smsmsiumnuuu T T L &
e

IAT AT =
HOMNMNA NMM IO S ININIRINIRIG 11222222333333333 2222223344_4.4. Lolieliel =] lsu

8333gRRIEIS mmmmnmwom.mmmmmma R BSCasgtucoRinaenadeay  AhIBRSECIRaANTRgRVESER"
5 £g g 8 3 8 g 8 39
uammxnmza m muu@m 1mmn_mﬁ mmm m sm

REVELATION

11

5:7
103 | 5:10, 11

w © Tm ge 12&234&““@%&122%&9&71 12% foosy mw%m M 11471H

0

1

L oo Sigo e 53 M m

SHeetagealRy $E o8 S8 dr AndddAdaoaaeaaaaEs 8 0 SHERENEE 338 zzzzsaaiss
SgREGUERSEESN  SRICNINSRANGESBSRCUSTARLIANA AR N CISSNGRRE

3 N o7 F § &% 7 Egg 8 §
ms cwoel & 29 £ PR & -
S i umm 2 o ¥RndrunaSNn q%m.,&ummsmzanmm Fee 5% b 4 mmuumﬁm

333334444444 5556833&666663 1122222222222222883 334 LT T Y
=
CEEREC I EEREE

AAC{ERRENSRRELRAGRRSY 888
b L

g 4 z ]

A ) ﬁﬁ e m P
ﬁm?? 19 Sraief® SI88ae 3 anmm nbdndta "Hidwded
11112222222 b e A ] 112345 o =M NN,
mmmmm Egn8sy nmwmmmmmmmmmu%mummmmmu ZR9Y  ESSREBIRE BERYINTBSCESZE
m m m ﬁ m £ m & g m m.m 5 s

oy n o g o ]

> Hs«mnmmils..ofu.isa 3 2 i dR mmlmm ST R R [ m,m%,.ﬁmasqmnnuxﬂwmm%
2344 SerInNnOO-aong nmﬂm 13333334&455555555855383836 111222224 4444445555556
GRgeTRbENy smmwmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬁm%mm gmmmmwmmwm«mmmu&mmm?m

€8 g e 4 dggt ¥
3

5 mmz o g9 o ¢ WR o g 5 58 .8
gnatzasiag T T s BRI LR CEE bbb b

111111111233333344&67773999.30 HaT U qaaaacedswannn 01509

- 2

1RIB O OB DO DOWREDHH

SERRRI S S

WS

3,
2 TIMOTHY
EBR

:wi
TITUS
PHILEMON

11
1:59

123

53
396
24
408
384
81
407
96
181
407
98
394
23
59
55
355
90
4
121
S
2
118
488
227
25
388
168

PHILIPP IA“
THESSALONIANS

1 THESSALONIAN

393 11

b1,
REQRER

23
444, 5
181

PHESIANS

]
o o

E
18

39
228

1 CORINTHIAN
1:17-19, 30
'17-29
2 CORINTHIANS

1:3, 4
1:20-22

B

that the man of God may be fully competent, completely
equipped for every good work.—2Tim. 3:15-17, NW.

From infancy you have known the holy writings which are able to make you
wise for salvation through the faith in connection with Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reprov-
ing, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,
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