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THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER"
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated van~ points from which

watchmen could observe happenings, warn of dan~er, or announce~
news. Our m~azine figuratively occupies such a van~_ point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and/olitical prop~andasand prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not boun by any traditional creed, but its me88~e advanc­
es as the li~ht on God's purposes and works increases.-Habakkuk 2 :1-8.

It sees thin~s Scripturally. When it observes this ~neration Affiicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot .the
old fable about history rel'eatin!ll itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these thin!lls the si~n of the world's time of the end. But with bri!llht hope it
also sees openin~ up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus Viewed, "The Watchtower" stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is ~in~ on, awake to note si~ns of dan~er, faithful to ~intout
the way of escape. ft announces Jehovah's kinsldom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kinsldom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of !Ilood will with ~lorious prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not d~atic,but has a confident rin~ in its voice, becaus~ it is based
on God's Word. It.does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alon~sideprophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views reli!llious news ~eneraUy.

'Be watchful in these perilous times,' God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by r~larly readinla "The Wa~tower".
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PAYING BACK GOD'S THINGS TO GOD
" Then. he said to them: 'Pay back, therefore, Caesar's things to Caesar,

but God's things to God.'JJ-Matt. 22:21, NW.

JEHOVAH God will in the near future
bring to a decisive end his controversy

with Caesar over .who is to dominate the
earth. When that supreme issue of univer­
sal sovereignty is settled, everybody per­
mitted to live on earth will pay back every­
thing to Jehovah God, because Caesar will
be no more. There will be no division of
obligations between God and the political
powers of this old world then. This old
world with its Caesars will have been de­
stroyed. The righteous new world will be
here with Jehovah as the living, true God
and with the perfect Governor whom He
puts in authority over all the earth.

2 But until the universal war of Ar­
mageddon removes "Caesar" and all his
henchmen and his commercial and reli­
gious allies, "Caesar" has to be taken into
account even by persons who are no part
of this world but who are nevertheless liv­
ing in it. When on earth as a man in the
midst of Caesar's domain, the Son of God
said: "I am from the realms above....
I am not from this world." "I am no part
of the world." Yet at the same t ime he
said : "Pay back, therefore, Caesar's th ings
to Caesar, but God's things to God."
(John 8:23; 17:14,16 and Matt. 22:21,
NW) As long as this world lasts, Jesus'
words here apply. The question has to be
determined, therefore, as to what is to be
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paid back to "Caesar" and what is to be
paid back to God. The question must be
determined, not according to "Caesar's"
arbitrary demands, but according to God's
own Book, the Bible, because Jehovah God
is the Supreme Authority.

3 The circumstances under which Jesus
made his oft-quoted statement reveal one
of the things that we must pay to "Cae­
sar", It was not the matter of worship and
devotion or saluting the military standards
that they were discussing, but the matter
of paying public taxes for governmental
administration purposes. This fact is made
plain by the Bible account concerning this
incident at a time when Herod Antipas
was the administrator appointed by Caesar
for the province of Galilee and Pontius
Pilate was the administrator appointed by
Caesar for the province of Judea. The place
is Jerusalem in Judea. The time is just two
days before Jesus is impaled on the torture
stake at Calvary. The account reads:

~ "Then the Pharisees went their way
and took counsel together in order to trap
him in his speech. So they dispatched to
him their: disciples together with party
followers of Herod, saying: 'Teacher, we
know you are truthful and teach the way
of God in truth, and you do not care for
anybody, for you do not look upon men's
outward appearance. Tell us, therefore,
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What do you think? Is it lawful to pay followers of the same things to bring them
tribute to Caesar or not?' But Jesus, know- into difficulties with the political powers!
ing their wickedness, said: 'Why do you 6 As we analyze Jesus' statement we see
put me to the test, hypocrites? Show me he was not subversive and seditious but
the tribute coin.' They brought him a de- just and fair toward Caesar. Whether the
narius [equal to 17 cents or 8 pence 2 far- Pharisees, scribes and chief priests liked
things, a day's wage for workmen then]. it or not, Jesus conceded that the payment
And he said to them: 'Whose image and of tax to Caesar was a due owing to him.
inscription is this?' They said: 'Caesar's.' It is true that Caesar was the military
Then he said to them: 'Pay back, there- conqueror of Palestine and held the Jews
fore, Caesar's things to Caesar, but God's in subjection, but, just the same, Caesar's
things to God.' Well, when they heard that, servants were exercising governmental
they marveled, and leaving him they went functions. They provided many public
off."-Matt. 22 :15-22, NW)' Mark 12:13- benefits from their administration and
17 ; Luke 20:19-26. kept the peace and public order. So for

5 The scheme of the Pharisees, scribes such social, economic and administrative
and chief priests of the Jews was to get benefits and services, even the oppressed,
Jesus in trouble with Caesar's government liberty-loving, independence-seeking Jews
over Palestine and lay him open to the were obligated to pay back to Caesar what
charge of sedition. That is why they sent belonged to him. Part of the tax money
along Jews who were party followers or paid in Caesar might use in his military
politically in favor of Herod as a local ventures; but though the Jews had no sym­
ruler over them. Luke points that out, pathy for such military aggressions and
saying: "And, after observing him closely, did not join his armies, they still must pay
they [the scribes and chief priests] sent the tax, because it was Caesar's responsi­
out men secretly hired to pretend that they bility and not theirs as to what he did with
were righteous, in order that they might his own money. The denarius coin was of
catch him in speech, so as to turn him over his make, and not that of Jehovah's theo­
to the government and to the authority of cratic government. The image and inscrip­
the governor [Pont ius Pilate]." They tion on the coin identified the political tax­
proved unable to catch any subversive, se- ing power, and it was in this coin that the
ditious words from Jesus. Yet two days tax was to be paid. So for the beneficial
later they deliberately went ahead and ac- services that Caesar dispensed to them the
cused him before Pontius Pilate of those subject peoples were to pay him back in
very things, saying: "This man we found the coin which he demanded, even if he
subverting our nation and forbidding the overcharged them oppressively.
paying of taxes to Caesar and saying he 7 Jesus himself paid the tax. And that
himself is Christ a king." (Luke 20:20; he had no objection to the collection or
23:2, NW) Little wonder that today the the payment of the tax by his fellow Jews
religious enemies of Jehovah's witnesses to a foreign imperial power he showed by
accuse them before the political author- his mingling with tax collectors and seek­
ities of espionage, subversiveness and sedi- ing their salvation. Hence his religious
tion! Well, Jesus, who is Jehovah's chief foes said: "Look! a man gluttonous and
witness, declared that if the enemies ac- given to drinking wine, a friend of tax col­
cused him, the Master, of such things, how lectors and sinners." (Matt. 11:19, NW)
much more would they falsely accuse his Jesus came as God's ambassador to earth,
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but in a foreign land under administration
by the foreign ruIing power even an am­
bassador must pay tax on the real estate
he occupies in that foreign land or on the
things he buys or services hired. So Jesus
was reasonable and righteous as to what
was owing to Caesar.-2 Cor. 5:20, NW.

THOSE UNDER THESE INSTRUCTIONS

B Caesar may not have agreed with what
Jesus here said, because it placed a limita­
tion upon Caesar. Today modern Caesars
and extreme nationalistic patriots insist on
payments mainly to Caesar, but they do
not like to quote or to be confronted with
the other part of Jesus' statement about
paying back God's things to God. Now
everybody must take note that Jesus said
these words, not to Gentiles such as pagan
Romans and Greeks, but to religious Jews.
They were members of a nation consecrat­
ed to Jehovah God and which he had chos­
en and brought into a covenant with him.
They were primarily under the theocratic
law which God had given to them by
Moses, and which governed their personal
conduct and their worship. So by this theo­
cratic law they owed the first things to
Jehovah God, and not to any human crea­
tion such as Caesar. Later on, that same
day, Jesus told the Jews this, when one of
the Pharisees, versed in the theocratic law,
put him to the test by saying: "Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the
Law?" Thereupon Jesus quoted from the
Law at Deuteronomy 6:5 and at Leviticus
19:18 and answered: " 'You must love Je­
hovah your God with your whole heart
and with your whole souI and with your
whole mind.' This is the greatest and first
commandment. The second, like it, is this:
'You must love your neighbor as yourself.'
On these two commandments the whole
Law hangs, and the Prophets."-Matt.
22:34-40, NW .

9 It was not according to Caesar's law

that the question was up concerning the
lawfulness of paying tax to him. Caesar's
own law required the tax, but the legalness
of it was questioned by the Jews according
to Jehovah's law, the theocratic law. The
pagan Romans paid worship to Caesar ac­
cording to his law and also worshiped or
paid religious honors to their military
standards and ensigns. By the first and
second of the Ten Commandments the con­
secrated Jews like Jesus were forbidden
to do this. (Ex. 20: 2-6, AS) The Caesars,
with a show of tolerance, allowed con­
quered peoples to worship their own local
or national gods, but demanded that they
also worship the deified Caesar or emper­
or as god so as to bind the empire together
by a united worship. But Jesus and his
faithful followers couId never divide their
worship. He made this plain in the mount
of temptation. Concerning this we read:
"So he brought him up and showed him all
the kingdoms of the inhabited earth in an
instant of time; and the Devil said to him:
'I will give you all this authority and the
glory of them, because it has been deliv­
ered to me and to whomever I wish I give
it. You, therefore, if you do an act of wor­
ship before me, it will all be yours.' In re­
ply Jesus said to him : 'It is written, "It is
Jehovah your God you must worship, and
it is to him alone you must render sacred ·
service." ,,, (Luke 4: 5-8, NW) Hence when
Jesus said to those under theocratic law
that they should pay back God's things to
God, he did not mean Caesar deified. He
meant Jehovah God, who gave the Mosaic
Law to his chosen people. On these things
owed to God we can never compromise
with "Caesar" and his political henchmen.

10 A.D: 1914 the "appointed times of the
nations" which began in 607 B.C. with
King Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of Je­
rusalem ran out. Since then the nations
have been in the "time of the end" of this
world. Under the international stress of
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this crucial time, and particularly now with to be Christian or which have renounced
the cold war between the Eastern and Christianity. He holds them responsible,
Western blocs of nations threatening to just as he did ancient Sodom and Gomor­
become hot in a third world war, the po- rah upon which he rained down fire and
litical state symbolized by Caesar feels brimstone. The appointed times of the na­
under pressure to demand that its citizens tions for world domination expired in 1914.
pay everything to Caesar, attributing to He has notified them of this by his wit­
the state the continued welfare and salva- nesses who proclaim the setting up of his
tion of its citizens. More and more it is kingdom by Christ. Therefore it would be
inclined to encroach upon those God-given the right thing for the nations, especially
things which genuine Christians must pay those of Christendom, to pay back to God
back to the living, true God, and it makes his things and yield over their territory and
demands in conflict with the ru1ing laid their sovereignty to him and his Christ.
down by Jesus Christ. The proud, ambi- But "Caesar" refuses to bow to this right
tious, self-centered nations never consider course. All the nations selfishly choose to
that they as nations owe anything to Jeho- perpetuate "Caesar" and to exploit Jeho­
vah God. Nevertheless, they owe it to God vah's property, the earthly globe, and to
to pay back what belongs to him, particu- ruin it and its populations. As pictured by
larly since 1914. Since then the issue of the "ten kings", they prefer to fulfill
universal sovereignty has been set before Revelation 17:12-14 (NW): "These have
them by the witnesses of Jehovah God. one purpose, and so they give their power
This issue includes the question, Who will and authority to the wild beast. These will
rightfu1ly dominate the earth and rule all battle with the Lamb, but, because he is
its people? Who should rightfully do so Lord of lords and King of kings, the Lamb
is clear from the prophecy for our time, at will conquer them. Also those called and
Psalm 24:1,2,7-10 (AS): "The earth is chosen and faithfu1 with him will do so."
Jehovah's, and the fu1ness thereof; the 12 Extreme nationalists, exasperated at
world, and they that dwell therein. For he the faithfulness of Jehovah's witnesses to
hath founded it upon the seas, and estab- him, want to drive them off Jehovah's own
lished it upon the floods. Lift up your property and territory. They talk like god­
heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye less totalitarians and loudly clamor for
everlasting doors: and the King of glory Jehovah's witnesses to be deported from
will come in. Who is the King of glory? the country, as if these witnesses were liv­
Jehovah strong and migh ty, Jehovah ing on soil where they did not belong. In
mighty in battle. . . . He is the King of fact, they would deport them from the face
glory." of the earth. Little do they appreciate that

11 No nation owns in absolute right the the faithfu1 servants of Jehovah are the
territory it governs. The earth belongs to only ones who now have a right to occupy
Jehovah the Creator, and it is only by his the earth. God will demonstrate that right
sufferance that nations are occupying His in the battle between the Lamb and the
territory, his possession. They are respon- worldly nations. There Jehovah will clear
sible to him for the way they manage the the earth of these fanatical superpatriots
earth. The governments over the various of this world and will let only his faithful
parts of the earth and its people hold a witnesses survive on earth into the new
communal responsibility to the Creator, world where all creatures will pay back to
especially those governments which claim God the things belonging to God.



3, 4. What do two newspaper reports show resulting
tram such clergy construing at the Scriptures?
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!T"HE clergy of Christendom have made
-1.. themselves a part of this world. They
freely meddle in the politics of this world
and drag politics into their religious meet­
inghouses. In 1929, by means of a concor­
dat with the late Fascist dictator Musso­
lini, the chief religionist re-established
himself as a political ruler over a political
state and now receives at his court the po­
litical ambassadors, ministers and charges
d'affaires from the various nations. Not
only do the clergy pray for the political
figures of the state and their policies, but
in times of mortal combat between nations
they let their religious unity be split and
pray for the contending sides, each side
praying to the same God in the name of
the same Christ to bless their side against
the other side, while Methodist sets out to
destroy Methodist, Baptist Baptist, Catho­
lic Catholic, Presbyterian Presbyterian,
etc. The clergy and their religious flocks
justify themselves in such actions by af­
firming that they must render to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar.

2 The clergy also quote the apostle 's
writing at Romans 13: 1: "Let every soul
be subject unto the higher powers . For
there is no power but of God: the powers
that be are ordained of God." This scrip­
ture, they explain, declares that Caesar
and like political authorities are the "high­
er powers" ordained by God, and Chris­
tian souls must be subject to them, render­
ing full obedience to them. Under such
ecclesiastical interpretation of the text it
has been easy for so-called Christians to
1. How do the clergy make themselves part of this
world, and how do they justify themselves In doing so?
2. How do the)" exp lain Romans 13:1? With what effect
on Christians ?

be drawn into political movements and be
swung over to Nazi, Fascist, Communist
and other dictators who set up a totalitar­
ian state, brutally persecute the true wor­
shipers of Jehovah and the faithful imita­
tors of his Christ and set out on a course
of military aggression for dominating the
world and subjecting all peoples to their
social, political ideologies.

3 What such clerical construing of the
Scriptures has resulted in may be gathered
from a couple of news reports. A special
dispatch to the New York Times with the
date line "Moscow, April 24" stated: "The
elaborate celebration of the Russian Ortho­
dox Easter opened last night with the tra­
ditional midnight services conducted by
Patriarch Alexei at Moscow's Yelokhovsky
Cathedral. The cathedral was jammed to
capacity. Just before midnight, Alexei ut­
tered prayers for the Soviet people and
for the preservation of peace and a BENE­
DICTION FOR THE LEADER OF THE SOVIET
STATE, JOSEPH STALIN."-New York Times)
April 25, 1949.

4 The other dispatch was published by
the South German Gazette (Sueddeutsche
Zeitung) on December 7,1945, and tells of
the confession of the well-known Pastor
Niemoeller shortly after the end of World
War II. Bearing the date line "Frankfort
on the Main, 6 December (DANA)", this
article with the heading "Criticism of the
Evangelical Church" said: "Pastor Nie­
moeller preached here on the first Sunday
in Advent to an audience of a thousand
men and women of all professions and
ages. He expressed the wish for peace and



6. In proof of this what was the news from Frankfort
on the Main ?
7. \Vhen did we re-examine Romans 13:1-7 and publish
the conc lus ions ? What has holding to those conclusions
meant ?

5. How have many honest-h earted persons been affected
by such thing s ?

NEED FOR RE-EXAMINING THE SCRIPTURES

~ Not alone in Germany but in all the
belligerent countries the clergy of all de­
nominations asked divine blessings upon
the carnal weapons of the destroyers of
human lives and valuable property. Their
religious flocks approved, applauded and
supported the advances that were being
made against the foe. But many honest­
hearted persons saw the excesses to which
the clergy interpretation of vital scriptures
led the professed followers of Christ Jesus,
making them the easy pawns of totalitari­
an dictators who demanded for "Caesar"
the abject subjection of the people to the
political state. So they were filled with
misgivings. They began to see there was
need to re-examine the Holy Scriptures,
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warned against those who say that peace for certainly God's sacred Word was not to
is unrealizable and impossible. With sharp be interpreted in such a way that it led to
words Pastor Niemoeller severely criti- such un-Christlike acts. In proof of such
cized the Evangelical Church, which in misgivings in honest hearts was the news
former years and for hundreds of years received at the same time as the above
has often SANCTIONED WARS AND BLESSED dispatch from the American Zone of the
WEAPONS. He held out in contrast with then occupied Germany.
them the courageous fighters who un- G The news was to this effect: That "in
fiinchingly stood up for their ideas, mak- Frankfort a strong movement within the
ing special mention of the Bibelforscher Evangelical Church is under way which is
[Bible Students, or Jehovah's witnesses] aiming at a reform in the church also in
who to the number of thousands had suf- a theological sense. Nothing has been so
fered death in the concentration camps for detrimental to the Evangelical Church in
~~~~ ~~~~

faith. The pea c e as the theological
that we aspire to, principles ex-
said Niemoeller, pre ss e d in th e
and the work words: 'Be subject
which awaits us, to the higher pow-
~~~~ ~~~~

possible by an in- thority over you'
fluential c h u r C h, -therefore a Iso
but solely by our the Hitler dictator-
return to modesty ship-and, 'Render
and love of one's unto Caesar the
neighbor, the foundation of Christianity." things which are Caesar's-and, accord­

ing to this, also 'unto the Fuehrer the
things which are the Fuehrer's'. These
teachings had made the crossing over into
the camp of National Socialism all too easy
and facilitated the further step of blessing
cannon for the war. Teachings of this kind
which were quite understandable from
Luther's standpoint have been outlived.
Here a reform must be made".

7 How far the Evangelical Church of
Germany has gone in altering its under­
standing of the Scripture texts above re­
ferred to we are here not prepared to say.
But in Pastor Niemoeller's confession re­
ported nbove he ment ioned the Bibelfor­
scher or Je hovah's witnesses in Germany
and the Christian course of action they
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took even under stress of dictatorship and spired instructions on rendering to Caesar
World War II. Up till 1928 they, too, had the things belonging to Caesar. Under­
held to the ecclesiastical interpretation of standing that the existing political powers
Romans 13:1-7 concerning the "higher have been ordained by God, the translators
powers". But that year this scripture was of the English Authorized Version were
taken under re-examination, especially in led to say the following in their dedication
view of the fact that the "times of the Gen- found in the front of each copy of this
tiles" had ended A.D. 1914 and God's king- version:
dom by Christ had then been established 9 "To the Most High and Mighty Prince,
in the heavens to bring in a new world James, by the Grace of God, King of Great
with eternal blessings for obedient men of Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of
good will. The conclusions arrived at were the Faith, &c. The Translators of the Bi­
published in the June 1 and 15, 1929, is- ble wish Grace, Mercy, and Peace through
sues of The Watchtower in the article, in JESUS CHRIST our Lord. Great and mani­
two parts, entitled "The Higher Powers". fold were the blessings, most dread Sover­
Holding to these conclusions ever since has eign, which Almighty God, the Father of
cost many of Jehovah's witnesses their all mercies, bestowed upon us the people of
personal liberty and even their lives. But England, when first he sent Your Majesty's
persecution, imprisonment, exile, and vio- Royal Person to rule and reign over us.
lent death were also the price which Jesus' ... The Lord of heaven and earth bless
faithful apostles paid for paying back to Your Majesty with many and happy days,
God God's things and to Caesar only Cae- that, as his heavenly hand hath enriched
sar's things and for rendering proper sub- Your Highness with many singular and
jection to the true "higher powers". But extraordinary graces, so You may be the
such sufferings are not to be compared wonder of the world in this latter age for
with the everlasting reward they have re- happiness and true felicity, to the honour
ceived. So, because of the pertinence of the of that great Goo, and the good of his
subject, now that totalitarian ideas and Church, through Jesus Christ our Lord
practices and the idolatry of the political and only Saviour."
state and its emblems are spreading, we 10 But rather than being instructions by
here take up a discussion of the crucial the apostle to render to Caesar what be­
text, Romans 13:1-7. longs to Caesar, Romans 13:1-7 has since

8 The King James or Authorized Version 1929 been taken by Jehovah's witnesses to
of the Bible reads, at Romans 13: 1: "Let be instructions on rendering to God what
every soul be subject unto the higher pow- belongs to God. Why? Because the expres­
ers. For there is no power but of God: the sion "the higher powers" is now under­
powers that be are ordained of God." The stood to mean primarily the Most High
apostle Paul wrote those words to the God and his reigning Son Jesus Christ.
Christian congregation at Rome when the Surely there are no powers or authorities
Caesars were ruling the Roman Empire. higher than these. As rendered by the .re­
The clergy of Christendom have inter- cently issued New World Translation of
preted Paul to mean here by the "higher the Christian Greek: Scriptures Romans
powers" the political powers of this world. 13: 1 reads: "Let every soul be in subjec­
So they have used his words here as in- tion to the superior authorities, for there
8, 9. Ho w h ave the clergy a pp lie d Romans 13:1, and
how Is this shown In the dedication of the King James 10. Romans 13:1-7 are Instructions to make payments
Bible Version ? back to whom ? Why ?



* L es Temoins de Jehovah, par Damien Jasmin,
Collection de L'Insti tut P ie XI, Editions Lumen,
Montreal 1947. Also the Montreal-Matin, Cana­
da, January 12, 1948.

12. From what government do man-made governments
till now stem ? How Is It sho wn whether this has been
with divine au thority ?
13, 14. How does Revelation 13:1-12 show the source or
th eir au thorlty r11. Why Is Jesus' authorlty also meant In that text ?
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is no authority except by God; the exist- subjection to his heavenly Father as the
ing authorities stand placed in their rela- Supreme Authority of the universe even
tive positions by God." Jehovah God is the to dying on the torture stake, God raised
Supreme and Original Authority. He being him from the dead to immortal life in the
the Creator of all things, it follows that heavens. Then the resurrected Jesus said
he is the source of all authority for doing to his disciples: "All authority has been
what is right. Because he is supreme and given me in heaven and on the earth."
all creation is dependent upon him, no one (Matt. 28:18, NW) Such fuIl authority
has the right to question the Most High was God's gift to him for his perfect faith­
God on how he uses his authority, even fuIness.
though for a time we may not understand 12 On the clergy interpretation of Ro­
it. He does what he pleases, but what he mans 13: 1 has been based the Roman
does is always for good, since there can Catholic doctrine of the "divine right of
never be any unrighteousness or untruth- kings". Man-made governments since the
fuIness in him. "The Almighty is beyond flood of Noah's day stem from Nimrod's
our minds. Supreme in power and rich in government at Babel or Babylon. "Cush
justice, he violates no right." "There is one [Noah's grandson] was the father of Nim­
thing God has said; ay, twice have I heard . rod, who was the first person on the earth
him say it: that power belongs to God." to be a despot.... The nucleus of his
(Job 37:23 and Ps. 62:11, Mo) The fact kingdom was Babylon." (Gen. 10:8-10,
stands unassailable that Jehovah God is AT; Mo) A public accusation was recently
the Chief of the Superior Authorities. made in Quebec against Jehovah's wit­
Every souI shouId be subject to him. nesses in these words: "Finally, the wit-

11 In saying "there is no authority ex- nesses are anarchists, for they consider
cept by God", the apostle PauI also meant that all the governments of the world,
the authority possessed by God's only- from Nimrod to our days, have been under
begotten Son Jesus Christ. Jesus admitted Satan's inspiration,'?" But can anybody
that his authority came from Jehovah God say that Nimrod had the "divine right of
when he said: "Father, the hour has come; kings" and that his despotic kingdom at
glorify your son, that your son may glori- Babylon was set up under the inspiration
fy you, according as you have given him and by the authority of Jehovah God? His
authority over all flesh, that, as regards own Word, at Genesis 10:8-10, describes
the whole number which you have given Nimrod as setting himself up in opposition
him, he may give them everlasting life." to Jehovah, as being mightier than Jeho­
"For just as the Father has in himself the vah. None of the man-made political gov­
gift of life, so he has granted to the Son ernments since Nimrod's day can prove
to have also in himself the gift of life. from God's Word that they draw authority
And he has given him authority to do from God for their existence.
judging, because Son of man he is. I can- 13 The Bible describes political govern-
not do a single thing of my own initiative;
just as I hear, I judge, and the judgment
that I render is righteous, because I seek
not my own wiII but the wiII of him that
sent me." (John 17:1,2 and 5 :26,27,30,
NW) After Jesus had proved his complete
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ments under the form of wild beasts. (Dan.
7: 1-24) Revelation symbolizes the worldly
political system which has dominated the
earth since Nimrod's day down to the
twentieth century as a beast from the sea.
It symbolizes the empire that has domi­
nated the world since the seventeenth cen­
tury as a beast out of the earth. It sym­
bolizes Satan the Devil as the dragon.
Showing symbolically the source of world­
ly political authority it says:

14 "And the dragon [not God] gave the
beast its power and its throne and great
authority. And they worshiped the dragon
because he gave the authority to the wild
beast, and they worshiped the wild beast
. . . And I saw another wild beast ascend­
ing out of the earth, and it had two horns
like a lamb, but it began speaking as a
dragon. And it exercises all the authority
of the first wild beast in its sight."-Rev.
13:2,4,11,12, NW.

1~ The Bible is not anarchistic for reveal­
ing that fact; and neither are Jehovah's
witnesses for teaching the Bible. They are
the most law-abiding, order-keeping peo­
ple on the earth. Jesus was not anarchistic
because he refused to deviate from God's
law to please men and devils. Because he
recognized that man-made governments
did not derive their authority from God
but were under the inspiration of Satan,
he refused to meddle in them or take the
headship over them. It was Satan the
Devil, and not God, who offered him all the
authority and glory of the kingdoms of
this world if Jesus would do an act of wor­
ship to Satan. But Jesus was anointed with
God's spirit to the kingdom of the hea vens ,
and he refused to try to form a fusio n gov­
ernment with Satan in order to gain the
authori ty over the kingdoms of this world.
Jesus even refused to be elected king by
the popular vote of the Jewish people, be-

15. Why. then. cannot J ehovah's witnesses or Jesus
himself be ri ghtl y accused of being an archisti c '?

cause he recognized that his appointment
and his authority to be king came from
God. He did not derive his power to gov­
ern from the consent of the governed, that
is to say, from the people. (Luke 4:5-8;
John 6:14,15) So he kept subject to the
Supreme Authority, God.

ARGUMENTS MET

16 Clergymen who insist that political
powers of this world are the higher author­
ities to which we are to be subject bring
forward certain scriptures to bolster their
argument. They quote Daniel's words in
interpreting the dream to Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon: "Thou, 0 king, art a king
of kings: for the God of heaven hath given
thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and
glory. And wheresoever the children of
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the
fowls of the heaven hath he given into
thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over
them all." And on the night that Babylon
fell to the Persian conqueror Cyrus, Daniel
said to King Belshazzar: "0 thou king, the
most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy
father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory,
and honour: and for the majesty that he
gave him, all people, nations, and lan­
guages, trembled and feared before him."
(Dan. 2:37,38; 5:18,19) In harmony
with this Jehovah God told the Israelites
by the prophet Jeremiah: "And now have
I given all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon"; and
he told the Israelites to go out and yield
themselves in subjection to the king of
Bab ylon. (Jer. 27:5-13,17) Then, too ,
there are the words of Cyrus the conquer­
or of Babylon: "Thus saith Cyrus king of
Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath
Je hovah, the God of heaven, given me; and
he hath charged me to build him a house
in Jerusalem, which is in Judah." (2 Chron.

16. How do the clergy refer to Nebuehndnezzar and
Cyrus to bolst er their argumentr
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36:22,23, AS; Ezra 1:1,2) Do not these powers and authorities of this world that
scriptures prove that the political powers they were types of Christ as God's Chief
of this world of today draw their author- Servant and that therefore God gave such
ity from Jehovah God and are ordained political powers their authority. Certainly
by him? Caesar's government in killing the Son of

17 The foregoing scriptures must be har- God and thereafter persecuting his faith­
monized with Revelation, chapter 13, and fu1 followers was not a type of Christ's
other texts which show the political pow- government authorized by God. Jesus told
ers of this world are by and are under the the Roman government: "You wou1d have
"ruler of this world", "the god of this sys- no authority at all against me unless it
tern of things." "The whole world is lying had been granted to you from above. This
in the power of the wicked one." (John is why the man that handed me over to
12:31 and 2 Cor.4 :4 and 1 John 5:19, NW) you has greater sin." (John 19:11, NW)
So it must be remembered that both Neb- But God did not approve of the Roman
uchadnezzar and Cyrus were used as types. government for executing Jesus at Cal­
In destroying Jerusalem in 607 B.C. and vary. Neither did he hold it without sin
taking the Jews captive to Babylon Nebu- for doing so. Likewise he does not author­
chadnezzar was being used as Jehovah's ize and give approval to political govern­
executioner against the unfaithful Jewish ments of today in persecuting the Chris­
nation. For this reason Jehovah spoke of tian witnesses of Jehovah.
him as "my servant" and gave him the 19 The political powers of this world are,
domination over other nations of this therefore, not the "superior authorities"
world. In this capacity Nebuchadnezzar to whom Christian souls are to be subject
was a type of Jesus Christ. God uses Christ in every demand they make. Every law
as his executioner of vengeance against and statute that is in harmony with right­
Jerusalem's modern counterpart, Christen- eousness the true Christians will obey in
dom, and God also gives him the domina- an exemplary fashion. But any law and de­
tion over all the nations of this world be- mand made in conflict with the superior
fore destroying them at the battle of Ar- laws and commandments of God they will
mageddon. In conquering Babylon and re- not obey, for that would mean to render to
storing the exiled Jews to Palestine to re- "Caesar" what belongs to God.
build the temple at Jerusalem Cyrus king 20 Jesus' apostles took this position. In
of Persia was also used as a type. For this their day the Jewish Sanhedrin at Jerusa­
reason Jehovah God gave the kingdoms of lem was charged with certain judicial and
this world into the hand of Cyrus. This legal functions by Caesar's government.
prefigured that God would use Jesus Christ But it was not for this reason part of the
to destroy the Devil's organization, mystic "superior authorities" among Jesus' fol­
Babylon, and wou1d use him to restore lowers. Jesus had separated his disciples
Jehovah's witnesses to the pure and free from the natural Israelites and had formed
worship of God in this "time of the end" them into a spiritual Israel, "the Israel of
of the world and would make him ruler God." (Gal. 6:16) So the Jewish Sanhedrin
over all the earth. was no longer a govern ing body among

1 8 It cannot be said of the other political God's true people, but was an alien govern-
17. How do we answer their argument In harmony wit h mental body now. Its being a religious body
Revelation 13:1-12?
18, 19. How, therefore. does this prove poll tical govern-
ments are not the "superior authorities" , and how fa r 20. How did Jesus ' apostl es take this same position, and
do we obey them ? why'!
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of priests and clergymen added nothing to tion. Their religion seemed incompatible
its power over Jewish Christians. So when with good citizenship, since it forbade
it demanded of the apostles that they stop them to show the usual respect for the
preaching Jesus Christ to the people at emperor and the government."-Page 663,
Jerusalem, Peter and John answered the edition of 1916.
Sanhedrin: "Whether it is righteous in 22 In some countries today the legisla­
the sight of God to listen to you rather ture wants to make all the adult citizens
than to God, make your decision. But as responsible for the government. To enforce
for us, we cannot stop speaking about the the democratic way upon them they are
things we have seen and heard." A second required by law to vote in the national
time before the Sanhedrin for refusing to elections. Under such circumstances what
obey their court order, Peter and the oth- are Christians to do, since they are under
er apostles replied: "We must obey God as divine command to keep themselves un­
ruler rather than men. The God of our spotted from this world? By dedicating
forefathers raised up Jesus, . . . And we themselves wholly to God through Christ
are witnesses of these matters, and so is they have vowed their unswerving alle­
the holy spirit which God has given to giance to the kingdom of God, and they
those obeying him as ruler." (Acts 4:19, cannot divide their allegiance. So how are
20 and 5: 29-32, NW) But for this refusal they now to proceed? Can they register as
to obey the anti-God order of the Jewish qualified voters? Yes. The apostle Paul
Supreme Court Peter and the other apos- held onto his Roman citizenship and fought
tIes could not be accused of being anarch- for its rights, even appealing to Caesar in
ists or subversive. God gave them and not defending his right to preach the gospel.
the Sanhedrin his holy spirit, thus showing In lands where military conscription is in
whom he approved and authorized. force Jehovah's witnesses register the

21 In view of not recognizing worldly po- same as all others within the age limits,
Iitlcal powers as the "superior authorities" and they write down their relationship to
ordained by God, but recognizing only the matter. They remember how Joseph
God and Jesus Christ to be such now, the and Mary complied with Caesar's decree
Christian witnesses conscientiously refrain and traveled to Bethlehem-Judah in order
from taking part in the politics of this to be registered at their home town. (Luke
world, yes, even from voting. This has 2: 1-5, NW) But it is when these ministers
been true of them from the first century of Jehovah's Word are called up for indue­
on. Testifying to this fact, Ancient Times tion into the army that then they present
-A History of the Ear ly World) by Jas. themselves and take their stand according
H. Breasted, Ph.D., LL.D., says, under the to God's Word and pay to him what be­
heading, "1070. Rome persecutes the early longs to him. Likewise where Caesar makes
Christians," the following: "The officers of it compulsory for citizens to vote. After
government often found these earl y con- they have registered and when election
verts not only refusing to sacrifice to the day comes, they can go to the polls and
emperor as a god but also openly prophesy- enter the voting booths. It is here that
ing the downfall of the Roman State. The they are called upon to mark the ballot or
early Christians were therefore more than write in what they stand for. The voters
once called upon to endure cruel persecu- do what they will with their ballots. So

21. Hence from what have Christi ans refrained, from 22. How are they to proceed where voting Is made com-
the first century on '! pulsory by law ?
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here in the presence of God is where his
witnesses must act in harmony with his
commandments and in accordance with
their faith.

23 It is not our responsibility to instruct
them what to do with the ballot. They
must act in accord with their conscience
as enlightened by the study of God's Word.
In lands where voting is not compulsory,
the ministers of Jehovah's Word remem­
ber that his people are theocratically or­
ganized. According to the divine law un­
der which they are organized the popular
vote of the majority does not put servants
in office, but all appointments in the theo­
cratic organization are from God and
through those whom he puts in authority
in his organization. Even in his visible or­
ganization the individual members of the
congregation do not vote democratically
and put qualified men into positions of
overseers and ministerial servants by ma­
jority vote. No, but the appointments to
all official positions of service are made by
the spirit of God and through the govern­
ing body according to the Scriptural re­
quirements. Even the governing body
which make the appointments are under
instructions from the "superior author­
ities", God and his Christ. To them it is
written: "Never lay your hands hastily
upon any man; neither be a sharer in the
sins of others; preserve yourself pure."
(1 Tim. 3:1-13 and 5:22, NW) So the min­
isters of Jehovah's Word do not possess
the vote within his organization. As for
the governing body, it does not lay its
hands hastily upon a consecrated person,
lest it should become responsible for his
sins in office due to a hasty appointment
of an undependable, unqualified person.

24 Since they do not exercise the popular
vote to put even consecrated servants into
office even within the theocratic organiza-

23. 24. What do they do where voting Is not compul­
sory. and why?

tion, they consider it improper to exercise
the democratic vote by which unconsecrat­
ed persons are put into worldly political
offices. They do not choose to share in the
responsibility for the sins of such world­
lings in governmental offices. They want to
preserve themselves pure from this world.
They abide by God's appointments through
his theocratic organization, and they ac­
cept his appointment of Jesus Christ to the
kingship of the righteous new world.

THE AUTHORITIES ORDAINED BY GOD

25 Paul was a member of the governing
body of the congregation of the first cen­
tury. He gives the reason for being in sub­
jection to the superior authorities, saying:
"The existing authorities stand placed in
their relative positions by God." (Rom.
13:1, NW) How could this be true of
worldly political governments? There those
in official positions are put in by popular
vote, by machine party-politics, by dicta­
torial seizure of power, by executive ap­
pointment, by hereditary law of a dynasty,
by legislative action or parliamentary ap­
pointment. God is not manipulating world­
ly politics like a political boss. It is only
within his theocratic organization that
the existing authorities stand placed in
various positions with relationship to one
another by God. In the preceding chapter
Paul writes: "Just as we have in one body
many members, but the members do not all
have the same function, so we, although
many, are one body in union with Christ,
but members belonging individually to one
another."-Rom. 12: 4,5, NW.

26 In an earlier letter to the congregation
at Corinth Paul writes concerning the same
theocratic body and says : "But now God
has set the members in the body, each one
of them, just as he pleased. . . . God com­
pounded the body, giving honor more

25, 26. Where are th e existing authorities placed In
position by God-:



29. To wh om. therefore, does God rightly command us
to be subj ect ? How 15 our subjection to him pictured ?
30. \Vho else were superior authorities In the first cen­
tury ? Why ?

GOVERNING BODY

3 0 The entire body of Christ is to be as­
sociated with Jesus in the heavenly king­
dom in the world to come. This Kingdom

'n, 28. So who is highest, and who has been placed next
highest ?
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abundant to the part which had a lack, so operated in the case of the Christ when
that there should be no division in the he raised him up from the dead and seated
body, but that its members should have him at his right hand in the heavenly
the same care for one another. Now you places, far above every government and
are Christ's body, and members individ- authority and power and lordship and
ually. And God has set the respective ones every name named, not only in this system
in the congregation, first, apostles; second, of things, but also in that to come. He also
prophets; third, teachers; then powerful subjected all things under his feet, and
works; then gifts of healings; helpful serv- made him head over all things to the con­
ices, abilities to direct, different tongues." gregation, which is his body." (Eph.1:19­
-1 Cor. 12:12,13,18,24,25,27,28, NW. 23, NW) "He is at God's right hand, for

27 Rightfully Jehovah God has reserved he went his way to heaven, and angels and
for himself the position of Supreme One authorities and powers were made subject
of the "superior authorities". He shares to him."-l Pet. 3:22, NW.
that position with no one else, trinitarians 29 Since Jesus has thus been exalted next
to the contrary. Whom, then, has he placed to God far above every other government
next highest with relation to himself? Je- in this world or in that which is to come,
sus Christ, who proved his loyalty to his then God rightly commands us who ad­
heavenly Father to a violent death in the here to his organization to be subject to
midst of Satan's hostile world. "Keep this Christ Jesus as the Head of the congrega­
mental attitude in you which was also in tion which is his body. To picture this
Christ Jesus, who, although he was exist- theocratic subjection of the congregation
ing in God's form, gave no consideration to its Head Christ Jesus, the Christian
to a seizure, namely, that he should be wives maintain themselves subject to their
equal to God. No, but he emptied himself husbands. To show they are subject to the
and took a slave's form and came to be in "superior authorities", they do not usurp
the likeness of men. More than that, when authority over the men in the congrega­
he found himself in fashion as a man, he tion and set themselves up as teachers.
humbled himself and became obedient as (1 Cor. 14:33-35; 1 Tim. 2:11-13) When
far as death, yes, death on a torture stake. they receive an appointment through the
For this very reason also God exalted him theocratic organization and temporarily
to a superior position and kindly gave him occupy the position of service that a man
the name that is above every other name, should carry out within the congregation,
so that in the name of Jesus every knee they subject themselves to the rule at
should bend of those in heaven and those 1 Corinthians 11: 10 (NW): "That is why
on earth and those under the ground, and the woman ought to have a sign of author­
every tongue should openly confess that ity upon her head because of the angels."
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God They are safeguarded through such sub-
the Father."-Phil. 2:5-11, NW. jection.

28 Further testifying that the Most High
God has made Jesus Christ one of the
"superior authorities", Paul writes: "It is
according to the operation of the mighti­
ness of his strength, with which he has
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body with Jesus Christ as King of kings
and Lord of lords will be Jehovah's capi­
tal organization over the universe. It was
during the first century that "God has set
the respective ones in the congregation,
first, apostles". (1 Cor. 12:28, NW) Hence
in the theocratic organization the apostles,
that is, the "twelve apostles of the Lamb",
were next to Jesus Christ the Head. (Rev.
21:14) Hence they formed part of the "su­
perior authorities" to which every Chris­
tian soul was to be subject. This is indi­
cated to us by various scriptures.

31 For example, Paul speaks of those then
governing within the entire congregation,
saying: "Remember those who are govern­
ing you, who have spoken the word of God
to you, and as you contemplate how their
conduct turns out imitate their faith. Be
obedient to those who are govern ing you
and be submissive , for they are keeping
watch over your souls as those who will
render an account, that they may do this
with joy and not with sighing, for this
would be damaging to you. Give my greet­
ings to all those who are governing you
and to all the holy ones." (Heb. 13:7,17,
24, NW) In no way could this refer to po­
litical governors appointed by Caesar or
by the Roman Senate. Paul says that these
holy governors spoke God's Word to the
Christians and their conduct showed faith
that is worthy of Christian imitation and
they were keeping watch over the souls of
the congregation most conscientiously be­
cause they had to give an accounting to
God. Paul was one of that governing body,
and in a number of places he speaks of his
authority, which God gave him in the con­
gregation in order to build it up and not
tear it down.-l Cor. 9:12, 18; 2 Cor. 10:8;
13:10; 2 Thess. 3:9.

31. How does Paul fu rther Indicate that fact, even in
his own case ?

3 2 According to the theocratic arrange­
ment today there must be a governing
body for the congregation of Jehovah's
witnesses throughout the earth. The facts
show these to be associated with the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society. How­
ever, the twentieth-century governing body
are not a part of the "superior authorities"
as the twelve apostles were. They are sub­
ject to the invisible "superior authorities"
and merely represent them on earth.

33 Christ Jesus now is invisibly present
in his second par-ou-sic: and is the acting
Head Governor over his congregation. He
is the one whose birth on earth was fore­
told at Micah 5: 2, the prophecy which is
quoted at Matthew 2:6: "You, however, 0
Bethlehem of the land of Judah, are by no
means the most insignificant city among
the governors of Judah; for out of you will
come forth a leader who will shepherd my
people, Israel." (NW) In the capacity of
Governor with superior authority Jesus in
this his second por-ou-sia appoints his
anointed slave class to a more responsible
service and so fulfills his own prophecy:
"Who really is the faithful and discreet
slave whom his master appointed over his
domestics to give them their food at the
proper time? Happy is that slave if his
master on arriving finds him doing so.
Truly I say to you that he will appoint him
over all his belongings." (Matt. 24:45-47,
NW) But that does not mean making this
"faithful and discreet slave" class a part
of the "superior authorit ies" to wield the
sword of execution. Since the appointment
of this faithful class is theocrat ic, they
should be respected and their services
should be gladly received as from the
"superior author it ies".

32. How about th e govern ing body on earth today ?
33. Wh o is th e Head Governor? What class has he now
p rom oted In se rvice. and does this m ak e it part of t he
su per ior authorities ?
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UPON OPPOSERS

I T IS with respect to Jehovah's theocrat­
ic organization that Paul says : "There­

fore he who ranges himself up against the
authority has taken a stand against the
arrangement of God; those who have taken
a stand against it will receive judgment
to themselves." (Rom. 13:2, NW) Jehovah
God has built up a universal organization
of his faithful creatures in heaven and
earth, and various creatures he sets in
positions with special authority. These
represent him, and for this reason they
are to be respected. They have not as­
sumed this authority themselves. They
received it from God in a theocratic way.
We are therefore to respect the "author­
ity", the office which the servant of God
occupies, even though personally we might
want to take exception to the servant in
the office. God set up the theocratic or­
ganization of the Christian congregation.
He made Jesus of Nazareth Head of it and
also stationed unlettered and ordinary men
as apostles next to him in the organization.
The unbelieving Jews, especially their reli­
gious leaders, opposed this arrangement of
God, and persecuted Jesus and his apostles.
In doing so they were taking a stand
against God's arrangement and really
fighting him. Gamaliel , a Law teacher,
warned the Jewish Sanhedrin of this, say­
ing: "Do not meddle with these men, but
let them alone; (because, if this scheme
and this work is from men, it will be over­
thrown; but if it is from God, you will not
be able to overthrow them;) otherwise,
you may perhaps be found fighters actual-

1. To what organization does Romans 13:2 apply ? So
why must the " author ity" be re spected and not taken
a stand a gainst ?

ly against God." (Acts 5:38,39, NW) Be­
cause it is God's arrangement against
which the opposers take a stand and fight,
they subject themselves to direct judg­
ment from him. They will surely have it
executed upon them by him.

2 A.D. 1914 the appointed times of the
nations expired. Then God put his Son
into authority as King of the new world.
Thus the "authority of his Christ" came,
and God says now: "Let all God's angels
worship him." (Rev. 12:10 and Heb. 1:6,
NW) The nations of this world , intent on
keeping up their own domination of the
earth, opposed this theocratic appointment
of Christ, and they have since raged and
imagined vain things in opposition. Jeho­
vah 's witnesses continue to warn them
that they have thus taken a stand against
the invincible arrangement of God and will
receive adverse judgment from him for it.
His fiery judgment will be executed upon
them in their utter destruction at the bat­
tle of Armageddon. For this special reason
the worldly political rulers could not be
the "superior authorities" to whom Chris­
tian souls are to be subject in everything.
Were we to subject ourselves to them in
their ideas for perpetuating their political
domination of the earth, we would be rang­
ing ourselves with them against Jehovah's
kingdom and his Christ. We would then
receive judgment to ourselves with them
and would suffer annihilation with them
at Armageddon.

3 It is for our good that we subject our-
2. Why has the course of the nations since 1914 shown
t hey are not the "superior authorities" ? Why cannot
we range ourselves with them ?
3, 4. Are worldly ru lers no object of fear to th e good
deed ? Are they God's ministers to us for good ?

449
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selves to the "superior authorities" and to
God's arrangement of them. "For those
ruling are an object of fear, not to the good
deed, but to the evil. Do you, then, want
to have no fear of the authority? Keep
doing good, and you will have praise from
it; for it is God's minister to you for your
good" (Rom. 13:3,4, NW) This cannot be
said of worldly rulers, who connive at evil­
doers and praise and eulogize those who
practice wickedness in this system of
things. The greatest good deed that a per­
son could perform is to serve God accord­
ing to his commandments and to act as a
minister of his Word, bearing witness to
his name, purpose and universal sovereign­
ty. But in lands behind the "iron curtain"
and in so-called democratic lands where
fascistic dictators and totalitarian hier­
archies hold control, Jehovah's witnesses
are forbidden to perform such a good deed.
In fact, in all lands they are penalized in
various ways for serving the living, true
God in harmony with his Word. They are
hated by all nations and peoples.-Matt.
10:22; 24:9.

~ Because worldly rulers terrorize and
create fear in those who want to do the
good deed, multitudes of people are fright­
ened off from taking their stand openly
for Jehovah and his kingdom and asso­
ciating themselves with his witnesses in
worshiping and serving him. So such polit­
ical rulers are not God's ministers to us
for good. Let such rulers examine them­
selves and honestly admit it.

5 Concerning Jesus Christ it was prophe­
sied: "There will be the root of Jesse
[King David's father], and there will be
one arising to rule nations; on him nations
will rest their hope." Since Jesus' resurrec­
tion from death and his glorification in
heaven he is "The Ruler of the kings of

5,6. Who as ruler Is God's minister fearful to evil­
doers? How does he praise those who do good ?

the earth". (Rom. 15:12 and Rev. 1:5,
NW) He is indeed an object of fear to
those doing evil, but he is an encourager
of those doing good according to God's
will. These have no fear of him in his posi­
tion of authority since 1914, but good-will
persons of all nations are led to rest their
hope in him.

8 For doing good in obedience to God's
Word we do receive praise, so that we
know we have the divine approval and
blessing. Because the "other sheep" do
good to the anointed witnesses who are
Christ's brothers, the King Jesus Christ
says: "Come, you who have my Father's
blessing, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the world's foundation. . . . To
the extent that you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did it to
me." (Matt. 25:34,40, NW) So in the
strictest sense the Ruler Jesus Christ is
God's minister or servant for our highest
good. He assures us of his approval despite
the scorn, condemnation and persecution
by the rulers of this world. And those in
the theocratic organization who represent
the "superior authorities" in an official
capacity will likewise praise those who do
good and will encourage them.

7 "But if you are doing evil, be in fear:
for it is not without purpose that it [the
authority] bears the sword; for it is God's
minister, an avenger to express wrath up­
on the one practicing evil." (Rom. 13: 4,
NW) How true this is in this "time of the
end" since 1914! The judgment of the na­
tions is moving ahead. It is a time to fear
to do evil. Rather, seek righteousness,
meekness and godliness, because Jehovah's
authorized Ruler of the new world, Jesus
Christ, is on the throne and ruling in the
midst of his foes. He is God's avenger and
the vindicator of His universal sovereignty.

7. What does th e authority bear, and for what purpose?
Where will Chr ist use It toward the nations, and how?



"ON ACCOUNT OF YOUR CONSCIENCE"

8 In the first century of the Christian
congregation the apostles as part of the
"superior authorities" exercised consider­
able power. As inspired spokesmen for God
they expressed his judgments against evil­
doers in the congregation, this in cases be­
ing immediately followed by their punish­
ment. Recall how Ananias and Sapphira
fell down at once and expired when Peter
pointed out that they had played false, not
to men, but to God. What effect did this
have on others? "Consequently great fear
came over the whole congregation and
over all those hearing about these things."
When the apostle Paul and Barnabas were
preaching before the Roman proconsul on
the island of Crete and the sorcerer, the
Jewish false prophet Elymas, opposed the
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The sword which the authority bears sym- divine message, Paul pronounced the di­
bolizes God-given power to execute [udg- vine judgment upon him. "Instantly a
ment and cut off those who range them- thick mist and darkness fell upon him, and
selves against God. Hence the symbolic he went around seeking men to lead him
description of Christ as he rides to execute by the hand. Then the proconsul, upon see­
God's vengeance at Armageddon tells us: ing what had happened, became a believer,
"Out of his mouth there protrudes a sharp as he was astounded at the teaching of
long sword, that he may smite the nations Jehovah." (Acts 5:1-11 and 13:6-12, NW)
with it, and he will shepherd them with a It was indeed not without purpose that the
rod of iron." (Rev. 19:15, NW) So upon divine authority, which the apostles repre­
the nations practicing evil he will act as sented, bore the sword.
the avenger to express the divine wrath. At 9 It is fear-inspiring to contemplate the
Armageddon he will not recognize the po- execution of God's judgment against evil­
Iitical powers of this world as the "supe- doing. But not just for motives of fear
rior authorities" with absolute control should we avoid evil-doing and do good.
over every human soul. No, but he will The more powerful driving force in us
destroy them. He will treat them as his should be the conscientious love of right­
footstool, beneath his feet, and he will eousness. Hence the apostle says: "There
tread them to destruction in the winepress is therefore compelling reason for you to
of God's wrath. Then there will no more be be in subjection, not only on account of
a "Caesar" to whom anything must be that wrath but also on account of your
paid. All things will be God's and be paid conscience." (Rom. 13:5, NW) It gives us
back to him.-l Cor. 15:24-28. peace of heart and freedom from fear if

we have the approval of our conscience.
But to be sure that our conscience is a true
and safe indicator of the rightness of our
actions it should be taught by God's Word.

10 If we love life and want divine approv­
al, we, of course, want to do right and
escape God's wrath. Fear of wrath is not
the greatest power for right-doing. "The
demons believe and shudder." (Jas. 2:19,
NW) But for all their fear of divine wrath
they do not break away from evil-doing in
the Devil's organization. However, where
we have a conscience trained in righteous­
ness and we want it always to approve us
for doing right, we will abandon evil-doing
and will devote ourselves to right-doing.
Subjecting ourselves to the "superior au­
thorities" because they are the arrange­
ment of God is right. So, not just to avoid
God's wrath, but rather for the sake of our

8. How did the apostles act with swo rd-bearing au- 9, 10. What Is the compelling reason for us to be In
thorlt y ? subjection ? Why ?
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good conscience, we will keep ourselves in to him who calls for tax [on commercial
subjection to the "superior authorities". items], the tax; to him who calls for fear,
This results in everlasting life to us, for it such fear; to him who calls for honor, such
vindicates the universal sovereignty of God. honor." (Rom. 13: 7, NW) The superior

11 With authority Jesus told his follow- authorities within the divine organization
ers to pay back Caesar's things to Caesar, call for our proper fear and honor. These
including the payment of taxes. And so due things we will render them. To "Cae­
for conscience' sake we pay tribute to sar" we will render what is due him for
"Caesar" as long as Almighty God lets him the services he renders us, but we will not
continue on earth. "For that is why you let him crowd in upon our worship of the
are also paying tribute," Paul wrote to Most High God by decrees against the ar­
the Christians who were at Rome, the very rangement of God. We will "be in fear of
capital of Caesar the great imposer of tax him that can destroy both soul and body
and tribute. Then with reference again to in Gehenna", that is, the Almighty and
Jehovah's theocratic organization Paul Most High. (Matt. 10:28, NW) To persons
adds: "For they are God's public servants in prominent positions with in "Caesar 's"
constantly serving this very purpose." organization we will give due and proper
(Rom. 13:6, NW) Christ and his apostles, respect, but will do so with fear of God.
clothed with authority from God and thus "Honor men of all kinds," writes Peter ,
given superiority within his organization, "have love for the whole association of
are and must be his public servants. God brothers, be in fear of God, have honor
keeps a close supervision of them and holds for the king." (1 Pet. 2:17, NW) In the
them responsible for the way they use fear of God we will honor his King whom
their delegated authority. To him they he has clothed with new world author ity.
must in due time render account on how 1 3 Pursuing this course prescribed by the
they used their authority in his name. So
it behooves these superior authorities un- Supreme Authority, we will be paying to
del' the Most High to serve his purpose con- everybody what is due him. Our obliga-

tions in this world both to "Caesar" and
stantly for the eternal good of those who
subject themselves according to God's will. to God we will discharge, so that in the
Christ Jesus and his associates in heaven final judgment no unpaid debts can be
will do so. charged against us. One thing we will al-

12 The apostle now concludes the discus- ways be owing our fellow creature, and
sion, showing that we can pay back "Cae- that is love, love of our neighbor as our­
sar's" things conscientiously to "Caesar" selves. This we will endeavor to pay al­
while at the same time paying back God's ways, in obedience to the apostollc.instruc­
things to God. In view of Jesus' words and tion: "Do not be owing anybody a single
the apostle's instructions, this course de- thing, except to love one another ; for he

that loves his fellow man has fulfilled the
notes our subjection to the "superior au-
thorities". Paul says : "Render to all their law." (Rom. 13:8, NW) In obedience to

the greatest commandment of all, that of
dues, to him who calls for tribute [levied
on persons and land estates] , the tribute; loving God completely, we will be subject

to the "superior authorities".
n . Why, then, do we primarlly pa y tribute? And what
purpose do God 's public servants constantly serve ?
12. What dues will we render to var ious ones. as com­
manded ?

13. What will we always be paying one another as ow­
Ing them? In obedience to what command will we be
subject to superior authorities ?



plainly because the 'Yatch Tower
Bible & Tract Society obtained pos­
session of this Scripture Transla­
tion and is publishing it. We ob­
serve that on page one your article
headed "Georgia Senators Will Op­
pose Ambassador to Vatican" re­
flects your opposition to the Ro­
man Catholic religious system. So
we wonder whether you are like-

wise prejudiced against the Douay Ver-

O t 11 1950 sion of the Bible and other versions of thec., .
The Baptist Record, Holy Scriptures recently brought out by

Baptist Building, such men as Monsignor Ronald Knox, Rev.
Jackson 105, Miss. F. A. Spencer, Rev. Cuthbert Lattey, S.J.,

the Episcopal Committee of the Catholic
Attention of A. L. Goodrich, D.D., Editor Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, etc .,
Gentlemen: just because of their being Catholic trans-

In your edition of Th e Baptist Record of lators.
Thursday, August 31, copy of which has In its English publications the Watch
been referred to us, you call public notice Tower Bible & Tract Society has made
to the New World Translation of the Chris- many quotations from all these Roman
tian Greek Scriptures released on August 2 Catholic translations, quoting all together
at Yankee Stadium, New York city, at the from upward of 70 different Bible transla­
international assembly of Jehovah's wit- tions. But you discourage the use of the
nesses. Your page 1 presents verbatim the New World Translation by Baptists and
Religious News Service (RNS) announce- any other readers of your paper because
ment of this new translation, but it is on of who publishes it. You do this without
your editorial page (4) where you make investigation.
your attitude known toward this twentieth- To further bias your readers against the
century translation of the Christian Scrip- New World Translation you comment sar­
tures from the original Greek into Ian- castically on the fact that the translators
guage that people talk and understand to- have chosen to remain unnamed, letting
day. A Christian work of this kind is cer- the merit of the translation rest, not on
tain to make the sacred Scriptures more names, but upon its faithful rendition of
understandable to the people and more the Scriptures from their original lan­
loved by them, with a transforming effect guage. You impugn the motives of the
on their lives in these days when godless translators for doing so. Your second para­
communism is cutting deep swaths through graph reads: "Note that the translators
the ranks of Christendom. 'wish to remain anonymous even after

But you find no commendation for it. death.' We don't blame them. If the facts
Your editorial comment is headed "The as stated in the article mentioned above
Cross Is Not A Stake". First it calls at- are true, they deserve to remain anony­
tention to the RNS announcement and mous both before and after death."
then at once declares your lack of confi- Your comment is on a par with that of
dence in the N ew World Translation. The The Catholic Telegraph Reqister, of Au­
prejudice that stamps your editorial is gust 18, section two, pages 1, 4, which

453



454 mieWATCHTOWER BROOKLYN, N. Y.

fI ,

says: "Although the Witnesses claim that
their translation is the 'product of three
years' research by an international com­
mission of Biblical scholars in New York
city'-albeit the identity of the translators
is being withheld at their own request­
they are not likely to make much impres­
sion on either Catholic or Protestant schol­
ars. It is no wonder that the translators
wish to remain unknown." (Monsignor
Matthew Smith) Although they disagree
violently among themselves on many points
of doctrine and practice, how alike in at­
titude the clergy of the various wings of
orthodox religion of Christendom are
toward what is unorthodox!

However, is a work of Scripture to be
condemned because the producers do not
choose to advertise themselves but let all
the glory go to the Author of the Scrip­
tures, God? Then The Twentieth Centuru
New Testament is to be condemned with­
out investigation because those responsible
for it, "a company of about twenty per­
sons, members of various sections of the
Christian Church," chose to remain anony­
mous and merely signed their Preface
"The Translators", November, 1898. Like­
wise any other anonymous translations of
the Scriptures. Then, too, the anonymous
books of the Bible, such as 1 and 2 Kings,
1 and 2 Chronicles, and Hebrews, and
those which give a name but no details
about the one named, are to be condemned,
their scholarship is to be doubted and con­
temned, and their ableness for the task
of writing is to be suspected. In its ap­
praisal of the New World Translation Com­
mittee, The Baptist Record has shown an
absence of scholarship. A true scholar
would first investigate and honestly study
a newly produced work before passing
judgment upon its producers according to
his own preconceived notions and indoc­
trination. A trustworthy scholar will in
this case follow the Scriptural rule, "Prove

all things, hold fast that which is good."
-1 Thessalonians 5:21,

There is no excuse for your position,
The New World Translation was released
August 2 and various news agencies at
once published this event. Between then
and the date you published your paper
you had four weeks in which to procure
a copy. But your editorial betrays that you
failed to get a copy and make a thorough
examination of all its many fea tures which
are well documented and authenticated.
And yet you presume to pass judgment on
the New World Translation and condemn
it without investigation to all your read­
ers. For this, your responsibility is great
before the Bible's great Author.

The pitfall into which such a course will
lead a clergyman is revealed in your third
paragraph, which makes you ridiculous be­
fore all true Biblical scholars. You say
therein: "It is also stated that reference
to the Trinity have been omitted. [sic ] In­
stead of the phrase 'Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost,' the new translation uses the words
'the spirit, the water, and the blood.' Th at
is just one sample of the unscriptural
teaching Jehovah's Witnesses. [sic ] In
other words the phrase 'the spirit, the wa­
ter, and the blood' in the place of the
'The Father, Son and Holy Ghost' [sic ] is
not according to the original Greek in
which the New Testament was writ ten."

Of course, The Baptist Record should
know that the word "trinity" does not oc­
cur in any English edition of the Bible,
nor even in the Latin translation of the
original Greek, but the equivalents for it,
trias and trinuas, were introduced into
ecclesiastical writings by Theophilus and
Ter'tuIlian in the late second century. The
Baptist Record should know, too, that the
words "Holy Ghost" do not occur in the
American Standard Vers ion of the Bible
but that it uses the words "holy spirit";
and so do other modern versions.
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Hence your statement that "reference to
the Trinity have been omitted" is begging
the question. Had you been cautious and
procured first a copy of the New World
Translation and read Matthew 28:19, you
would have seen that this translation
reads: "Go therefore and make disciples
of people of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the holy spirit."

But the scripture text to which The Bap­
tist Record particularly refers is the one
upon which trinitarians have relied for
centuries as their strongest buttress, name­
ly, 1 John 5:7,8. The New World Transla­
tion renders the phrase "the spirit and the
water and the blood" because they are
there in the authentic Greek text, but it
does not render what is not there in the
Greek text. So you are absolutely false
when you say, "The phrase 'the spirit, the
water, and the blood' in the place of the
'The Father, Son and Holy Ghost' is not
according to the original Greek in which
the New Testament was written."

The New World Translation. does not
substitute the one phrase for the other
here, but it translates only what is in the
Greek. It refuses to violate the Bible rule:
"Add thou not unto his words, lest he re­
prove thee, and thou be found a liar."
-Proverbs 30:6; also Deuteronomy 4:2
and Revelation 22:18.

And when talking of the "original Greek
in which the New Testament was written",
we ask you, To which edition of the Greek
text do you refer? You are referring to a
Greek text from which the King James
Version of 1611 was translated, but which
is a text now rejected by true scholars be­
cause of the many mistakes, additions and
omissions which mark it, so that the King
James Version has been convicted of con­
taining over 20,000 errors. On page 8 of its
Foreword the New Wadd Tmnslation ap­
prizes us that the Greek text it used as its

basis was the Westcott and Hort text of
1881, while at the same time it considered
three other twentieth century editions of
the Greek text by Protestant and Catholic
scholars. Dr. Philip Schaff called the
Westcott-Hort text "the purest Greek
text" and "the last and best edition of the
Greek Testament". So your reference to
the original Greek text was indeed a fast
play to deceive your readers ; for the
Westcott-Hort Greek text does not contain
the phrase "The Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost" at 1 John 5:7,8, but it reads just
as the New World Translation. has faith­
fully rendered it.

You show ignorance of the contents of
your own Baptist publications. We refer to
the translation of The Holy Bible of the
American Baptist Publication Society, of
1913. At 1 John 5:7, 8 it also reads: " 1 For
there are three that testify; the Spirit, and
the water, and the blood; 8 and the three
agree in one [testimony]." Is this Baptist
rendition guilty of substituting "spirit,
water and blood" for "Father, Son and
Holy Ghost"? Is this Baptist rendering
contrary to the "original Greek in which
the New Testament was written"? Your
charge against the N ew WOTld Translation.
of omitting "reference to the Trinity" you
are now obliged to level against your very
own Baptist translation.

You call the New WOTld Translation fan­
tastic in its translation, when you say in
your fourth paragraph: "Another sample
of their fantastic translation is the fact
that the terms 'hell,' and 'cross' have been
omitted in favor of 'hades' and 'stake'.
There is absolutely no authority for trans­
lating the cross as stake."

You might as well accuse the American
Standard Version for fantastic translation,
because in the 8 places where "hades" oc­
curs in the Greek text it renders that word
"Hades" in English and never "hell". Your
Baptist Bible chooses to render "hades" as
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"underworld" instead of "hell". But in the Roman Catholics idolize. It is only a fic­
13 places in the American Standard Ver- tion that Helena, queen mother of Emper­
sion where the word "hell" does appear, it or Constantine, found by miraculous agen­
is not translated from the Greek "hades". cies the "true cross".
It is translated 12 times from "gehenna" The New World Translation is not alone
and once from "tartaro'o"; and in its foot- in maintaining that Jesus was executed
notes the American Standard Version is upon a stake. If you have a copy of The
honest enough to admit that these are Companion Bible Part V. The Gospels) pub­
original words in the Greek text. lished by the Oxford University Press, then

The New World Translation is not fan- turn to its Appendix No. 162 entitled "The
tastic but is literal in its translation when Cross and Crucifixion" (page 186). After
it renders the Greek words "hades, gehen- a lengthy discussion of considerable evi­
na and tartaros" into English as "Hades, dence the article concludes: "The evidence
Gehenna, and Tartarus". In a 43-page Ap- is thus complete, that the Lord was put to
pendix those words are explained accord- death upon an upright stake, and not on
ing to their Scriptural meaning. While we two pieces of timber placed at any angle."
are on that point, note the famous text of Evidently you, in your reading of the Bi­
Matthew 16: 18. There the Revised Stand- ble, have failed to attach due significance
ard Version of 1946 translates Jesus as to the fact that the apostle Peter speaks
saying to Peter "the powers of death" in- of it only as a "tree" (Acts 5:30; 10:39;
stead of "the gates of hell"; and in its foot- 1 Peter 2: 24), and the apostle Paul speaks
note it says: "Greek the gates of Hades." of it also as a "tree", at Acts 13:29 and
Does that strike you as fantastic transla- Galatians 3:13. It was easy for you to as­
tion? It knocks one prop for your medieval sert that it was not a simple stake upon
hell from under you. which Jesus died, but your editorial fails

Your heading says, "The cross is not a to provide a shred of proof or argument
stake," and your paragraph four says it is that the New World Translation is fan­
fantastic to use "stake" instead of "cross". tastic, incorrect and unscriptural on this
Infected unwittingly as you are with Ro- point.
man Catholic doctrine, you could be ex- Your editorial concludes: "But read the
pected to speak that way. If you had not article for yourself." (Meaning the RNS
been so foolish as to blurt out before in- announcement) It might better have read:
vestigation but had gotten a copy of the "But read the New World Translation for
New World Translation and read what yourself." Then your readers would be get­
pages 768-771 of the Appendix say on Mat- ting at the facts uncolored by your preju­
thew 10: 38 and "torture stake", you would dicial comments and would be able to
have been more restrained in your edito- reach independent, just conclusions. Even
rial. You would have learned that the in- for this adverse publicity we are glad, for,
strument of torture which the Greeks as the apostle Paul says : "We can do noth­
called stauros, and the Latins crux) was ing against the truth, but for the truth."
originally only a stake without a cross- (2 Corinthians 13:8) We consider it a priv­
beam at any angle. Consult your Inter- ilege to serve as publishers of the New
national Encyclopedia or other exhaustive World Translation. Nonetheless, we shall
reference work upon the subject for your- continue to print on our presses and to
self. There is no factual, historical proof publish the King James Version and the
that Jesus was nailed to a cross such as American Standard Version Bibles to aid
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and encourage the groping multitudes to the misimpression you have caused. But
study God's Word. you owe it especially to the Lord God to do

We are handing a copy of this letter so, for you have grossly misrepresented a
over to the Watchtower magazine for pub- faithful translation of his inspired Word
lication. In the meantime The Baptist Rec- and thus hindered the cause of his truth
ord has the privilege of publishing in its with many.
columns this reply to its editorial. You
owe it to your readers to do so, to rectify

.> ~I~~

I T HAS been said that
"the most precious

treasures" of the Ro­
man Catholic Church
are its large collections

of relics, which are highly esteemed and
on which much veneration and honor are
bestowed by the faithful. Such devotion
was particularly manifest when the right
forearm of St. Francis Xavier, the first
Jesuit missionary to go to Japan, 400 years
ago, was recently displayed.

In the cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris,
is "the reputed true Crown of Thorns worn
by Christ", and at Bruges, Belgium, is a
"relic of the Most Precious Blood of Our
Lord". (Denver Catholic Register) A small
piece of the "True Cross" sold at auction
in London for £600 in 1945, and a couple
of months before that the London Catholic
Herald told how the supposed relics of
Timothy, the apostle Paul's companion,
had been found in a church along the
Adr iatic coast of Italy. In Prague, Czecho­
slovakia, there is a church decorated with
the bones of 10,000 persons, arranged in
the form of shields, crowns, crucifixes,
etc. Other churches in Bohemia and Italy
are decorated with relics of dead men's
bones, which are worshiped. As the Roman

Catholic Hierarchy cat­
alogues this vast collec­
tion of antiques, they
are aware of the fact
that the bones of the
apostle Peter are missing. Hence, their
fanatical zeal in flooding the public press
with stories about how they "suppose",
"assume," "fancy," and "suspect" that
"perhaps" , "maybe," or "possibly" Peter's
bones have been found in the pagan ceme­
tery upon which the Vatican is built.

But why are such old bones, blood and
other a b j e c t s worshiped? The Catholic
Encyclopedia (vol. 12, p. 734) says: "The
teaching of the Catholic Church with re­
gard to the veneration of relics is summed
up in a decree of the Council of Trent
(Sess. XXV), which enjoins on bishops and
other pastors to instruct their flocks that
'the holy bodies of holy martyrs and of
others now living with Christ-which
bodies were the living members of Christ
and "the temple of the Holy Ghost"
(1 Cor., vi, 19) and which are by Him to
be raised to eternal life and to be glorified
are to be venerated by the faithful, for
through these [bodies] many benefits are
bestowed by God on men'." The writings
of early "church fathers", as Ambrose and
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Augustine, were cited as justification for
the Council's decree.

As for Scriptural support, the Catholic
Encyclopedia says: "Turning to Scripture
analogies, the compilers [of the "Roman
Catechism" produced by the Council of
Trent] further argue: 'If the clothes, the
kerchiefs (Acts xix, 12), if the shadow of
the saints (Acts v, 15), before they de­
parted from this life, banished diseases
and restored strength, who will have the
hardihood to deny that God wonderfully
works the same by the sacred ashes, the
bones, and other relics of the saints?' "

It is not a matter of having bravery or
pluck to defend a theological dogma, right
or wrong. Instead of hardihood, who has
the honesty to examine God's sacred and
infallible Word of truth on the matter?
Those who have will find that the Scrip­
tures do not support the relic-worshiping
practice at all. In the particular cases
mentioned in Acts 5: 15 and Acts 19:12
there is no question that God performed
great miracles by the hands of Peter and
Paul. Nevertheless, those men did not allow
other creatures to bow down to, worship
or venerate them as long as they were
alive. Why, then, would anyone want to
worship their bones after they are dead?
(Acts 10:25,26) The account at 2 Kings
13: 21 tells how a dead man came to life
after coming in contact with the bones of
the prophet Elisha, but there is no record
that Elisha's bones were worshiped either
before or after that miracle. It was God
that performed that miracle, not the bones;
so it was proper that all veneration, wor­
ship, glory, honor and praise be given to
God and not to the lifeless bones.

LET GOD'S WORD GIVE FURTHER ANSWER

In addition to the above-cited scriptures,
the distinguished Jesuit theologian Bellar­
mine cites 2 Kings 23:16-18, Isaiah 11:10
and Matthew 9:20-22 as "proof" for relic

worship. Examination of these texts, how­
ever, shows them to be of no weight or
consequence. In the first instance, Josiah
showed respect for the prophet of the Lord
by leaving his bones undisturbed. But he
did not bow down to, venerate or worship
those bones, nor did he command or allow
any religious homage to be bestowed on
them by others. Josiah made it his busi­
ness to clean out pagan idolatry and de­
monic practices from the land, and he
would not defeat his purpose by institut­
ing the worship of dead men's bones in
place of the pure worship of Jehovah.
-2 Kings 23:16-18.

Textual examination reveals that the
Catholic Douay Version has grossly mis­
translated Isaiah 11:10 when it says con­
cerning "the root of Jesse" that "his
sepulchre shall be glorious". The original
Hebrew word here rendered "sepulchre"
has the thought of "rest" or "resting
place" and has no reference to the tomb
or grave. Out of the 21 places where the
word occurs the Latin Vulgate as shown
by the Douau Version translates the word
this way only once. In most other occur­
rences it properly translates the word. For
example, look up Ruth 1: 9 and see how the
Latin Vulgate did not dare to mistranslate
the word as "sepulchre" instead of "rest".
The eminent Catholic authority, Msgr.
Ronald Knox, in his 1950 translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures corrects the mistake
in Isaiah and then apologizes for the Vul­
gatrls blunder. In a footnote he says that
"the Latin understands this of resting in
the tomb, but this is not suggested by
the Hebrew text". So Isaiah 11:10 in no
way supports tomb worship.

It is told in Matthew 9: 20-22 how a sick­
ly woman had faith so strong that when
she touched the garment of Jesus she was
cured. Undoubtedly she, like the others
that were miraculously cured by Jesus,
gave praise to Almighty God, not to the
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garment or the one wearing it. (Matt. 9:8;
Acts 3: 8, 9) There is nothing in the record
to the contrary.-Mark 5:25-34; Luke
8:43-48.

The Israelites kept certain things, as the
pot of manna, Aaron's budded rod, the
stone tablets of the Law, but these were
kept as a court record, as a testimony or
witness before the people, and on no occa­
sion were they dragged out, worshiped and
used to cure ailments of the people. (Heb.
9:4; Ex. 25:10,16; Num. 17:10; Deut.
31:26,27) Then there was the mighty
sword of Goliath, that had been wrapped
up and kept in the Lord's house as a wit­
ness of what Jehovah had done to that
proud and haughty boaster. But none of Is­
rael worshiped or venerated that blood­
stained relic.-1 Sam. 21:9.

That such "souvenirs" were not to be
venerated is shown by what happened to
the brazen serpent that Moses raised up.
It was kept for many years as a symbol
of Jehovah's saving power, but when the
nation turned away from God and began
showing devotion and homage to that relic,
good king Hezekiah, with God's full ap­
proval, had it destroyed. This is a case
bearing directly on the question of relic
worship, and it positively, irrefutably and
unquestionably condemns such form of
idolatry.-Num. 21:8,9; 2 Ki. 18:4-6.

Furthermore, God's law at Numbers
19:11-13 clearly defines dead bodies as un­
clean, not "holy". The bones of Jacob and
Joseph, in due respect to their wishes in
the matter, were buried in the land of
promise rather than in Egypt. Be it noted,
such bones were not hung up in the taber­
nacle or used to decorate Solomon's temple
or enshrined in some niche in the hope
that they would cure ills of those making
pilgrimages to see them. No, their bones
were buried in the ground. (Gen. 50:5-13,
25,26; Ex. 13:19; Josh.24:32; Acts 7 :15,
16) How the Devil would have liked to

get hold of the bones of Moses! But the
Lord God took care of that matter and
buried them in a place no one knew, lest
His chosen people should stumble and fall
into the heathen practice of worshiping
relics of Moses. (Deut. 34:5,6; Jude 9)
Likewise, in the case of Jesus' human
body, it was disposed of by the Lord in
such a way the relic collectors never got
their hands on it.-Matt. 28:5,6; Mark
16:6; Luke 24:1-3.

There is not a particle of evidence that
the body .of the first Christian martyr,
Stephen, or the bones of the martyr James,
were distributed around or sent on a tour
as relics by early Christians. To the con­
trary, the scripture definitely states that
Stephen was buried in the ground. (Acts
8:2) These Scriptural facts, therefore, give
no comfort or support to those who teach
that the bones of "saints" and martyrs
should be revered and worshiped, and
hence the Hierarchy appeals to tradition
and heathen customs for support.

PAGAN ORIGIN OF RELIC WORSHIP

In addition to what God's holy Word the
Bible says on the matter there are other
very good reasons why true Christians
should not venerate or worship religious
relics. The practice and custom did not
originate with Christ or his apostles or
with God's chosen nation of Israel. It is
clearly a pagan invention and hence of the
Devil, pure and simple, and the Oatholic
Encyclopedia admits as much. It says that
the veneration of relics is "a primitive in­
stinct" and is associated with many other
religious systems besides that of Catholi­
cism. It goes on to tell how the ancient
Greeks superstitiously worshiped the bones
and ashes of their heroes, how the Per­
sians "treated with the deepest venera­
tion" the remains of Zoroaster, and how
"relic-worship amongst the Buddhists of
every sect is a fact beyond dispute".
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Other authorities have shown that the
ancient Egyptians, Assyrians and Baby­
lonians likewise venerated the relics of
their lords and princes. "In the realms of
Heathendom the same worship had flour­
ished for ages before Christian saints or
martyrs had appeared in the world. . . .
From the earliest periods, the system of
Buddhism has been propped up by relics,
that have wrought miracles at least as
well vouched as those wrought by the rel­
ics of St. Stephen, or by the 'Twenty Mar­
tyrs' [mentioned by Augustine]." (Alex­
ander Hislop's The Two Babylons, pages
177,178) In Kandy, Ceylon, a 400-year-old
temple contains what is said to be Buddha's
tooth, "venerated by many millions of peo­
ple." (The Ceylon Daily News, April 1,
1950) Into the presence of this relic the
British foreign secretary, Ernest Bevin,
was brought on January 1, 1950, in the
hope it would miraculously cure his ail­
ments.-New York Times, Jan. 16, 1950.

The heathen idea of attributing magical
powers to bones, skulls, teeth and skins is
so much older than Christianity, the above

Catholic authority chooses to call it "a
primitive instinct". In reality it is nothing
more than fetishism, concerning which the
Encyclopedia Americana (1942 ed., vol. 11,
p. 158) says: "It is the lowest of the un­
systematic forms of worship found among
uncivilized tribes, and exists especially
among the Negroes of Africa, but also
among the natives of both Americas, the
Polynesians, Australians, and Siberians."
When Catholic Portuguese mariners sailed
down the west coast of Africa they could
see little difference between the worship
of "sacred" bones, skulls and charms by
the natives, and their own worship of re­
ligious relics and amulets which they called
feitir;os, and from which we get the name
fetish.

M'Clintock & Strong's Oyclopcedia (vol. 8,
p. 1028) well sums up the whole matter
when it says: "There is no doubt that the
worship of relics is an absurdity, without
the guarantee of Scripture, directly con­
trary to the practice of the primitive
Church, and irreconcilable with common­
sense."

11S AN honest, upright and sincere
~ person you love truth and right­
eousness. You love those who speak the
truth, who are honest and can be trusted.
Naturally you hate all liars, thieves and
cheats. Fakers of all kinds you despise,
and especially so when you discover them
to be among your closest friends in whom
you have in times past put your implicit
trust. And if there are any such masked

frauds moving among your circle of asso­
ciates you are happy and glad if your real
friends point them out, in order that you
in turn may warn other honest persons
like yourself. It is therefore as true friends
of the honest-hearted that we call atten­
tion to the relic racketeers that operate
in the name of religion, and who have for
many centuries filched from and plundered
credulous people with their fake merchan­
dise. Here are the facts.

Relicworship is of pagan origin and was
introduced in the Roman Catholic religion
many centuries ago. The Catholic Encyclo­
pedia (vol. 12, pages 734-738) not only
admits this, but also discloses other very
startling facts about where these relics
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came from and how. Relic worship among
Catholics, it says, "easily lent itself to
error, fraud, and greed of gain," and as a
result "many grave abuses" were commit­
ted. As early as the fourth century, in the
days of Augustine, Catholic monks were
going around "making profit by the sale
of spurious relics".

"In the Theodosian Code," the Encyclo­
pedia continues, "the sale of relics is for­
bidden, but numerous stories, of which it
would be easy to collect a long series, be­
ginning with the writings of St. Gregory
the Great and St. Gregory of Tours, prove
to us that many unprincipled persons
found a means of enriching themselves by
a sort of trade in these objects of devotion,
the majority of which no doubt were
fraudulent."

From and after the days of Charle­
magne, when Church and State ruled su­
preme, the traffic in bones of "saints" and
other so-called "holy" antiques became so
riotous that even members of the Hier­
archy complained that the church altars
were being loaded down with bogus relics.
There was a keen competition between
various churches to outdo each other in
rare relics. Says the Catholic Encyclope­
dia: "At the beginning of the ninth cen­
tury, as M. Jean Guiraud had shown, the
exportation of the bodies of martyrs from
Rome had assumed the dimensions of a
regular commerce, and a certain deacon,
Deusdona, acquired an unenviablenotori­
ety in these transactions. What was per­
haps in the long run hardly less disastrous
than fraud or avarice was the keen rivalry
between religious centres, and the eager
credulity fostered by the desire to be
known as the possessors of some unusually
startling relic." "Such was the rage for
them at one time that even Mabillon, the
Benedictine, justly complains that the al­
tars were loaded with suspected relics,
numerous spurious ones being everywhere

offered to the piety and devotion of the
faithful. He adds, too, that bones are often
consecrated which, so far from belonging
to saints, probably do not belong to Chris­
tians."-M'Clintock & Strong's Cuclopce­
dia, vol. 8, p. 1928.

WHENCE CAME THESE ANTIQUES?

In later times the huge collections of
duplicate relics even embarrassed the
Hierarchy to the point that they were
forced to do some explaining. To quote
again, the Catholic Encyclopedia says:
"The practice already noticed of attribut­
ing the same sanctity to objects which had
touched the shrine as attached to the con­
tents of the shrine itself, the custom of
making facsimiles and imitations) a cus­
tom which persists to our own day in the
replicas of the Vatican statue of St. Peter
or of the Grotto of Lourdes-all these are
causes adequate to account for the multi­
tude of unquestionably spurious relics with
which the treasuries of the great medieval
churches were crowded." When one appre­
ciates how clerical rogues operated with
unlimited license "it becomes easy to under­
stand the multiplicity and extravagance of
the entries in the relic inventories of Rome
and other countries", says this authority.

Italian churches close to their mother in
Rome are especially full of fictitious relics.
"The following is only a sample of those
in the Church of Santa Croce de Gerusa­
lemme: three pieces of the true cross, the
title placed over the cross; two thorns
from the crown of our Lord; the sponge
extended to our Lord with vinegar and
gall; a piece of the veil and hair of the
Virgin; a phial full of the blood of Jesus;
some Of the manna gathered in the desert,
etc." (M'Clintock & Strong's Cyclopredia)
One observer has commented that "there
is in existence throughout Catholicism to­
day enough of the 'True Cross' to build
several houses". And besides the phial of



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE!

Admitted by high dignitaries of the Ro­
man Catholic Hierarchy, and other in­
formed persons, that the majority of
Christendom's relics are fakes-why, then,
are they worshiped in this enlightened
twentieth century? What reasons, excuses
or explanations do the clergy have for not
informing the people in general that the
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Jesus' blood here mentioned and another majority of their antiques are fraudulent
at Bruges, Belgium, the Denver Catholic imitations? Their answers to these ques­
Register newspaper says "other supposed tions, as set forth in the Oatholic Encyclo­
relics of the Precious Blood are preserved pedia, will shock honest, truth-loving per­
in Wurttemberg, Sarzana, Mentone, and sons.
Mantua". First of all, in view of the fact that relic

Making a historical footnote on this worship extends back into remote antlq­
fake-relic business in his day, Geoffrey uity, the clergy say they should not be
Chaucer in his "Prologue to the Canter- blamed for allowing the practice to con­
bury Tales" describes "The Pardoner" who tinue. But is this Christlike? Did not Je­
had just arrived straight from the Vati- sus at all times speak the truth, even if it
can with his pockets full of pardons hot exposed and rooted out false teachings and
from Rome. Besides these, in his bag he demonic practices of the Jewish clergy
had a pillowcase which he said was "Our that were rooted in remote antiquity?
Lady's" veil; also a fragment of the very (Matt. 15:1-9; 23:1-5,16-28) The task of
sail from Saint Peter's fishing boat; also determining which relics are genuine and
a glass full of pig's bones. These latter which are spurious is too great, the "time
"relikes" (relics), Chaucer says, he ped- and expense" too much, the clergy say, and
dled, making twice as much money in a besides it would cause a sensational scan­
single day as a working man. And yet, for dal and disturbance among the peasantry.
all of this, "he was in church a noble All right, why not do away with the whole
ecclesiaste", gibed Chaucer. inventory of relics? Why not tell the peo-

A more recent example of a questionable ple that the whole business of worshiping
relic being worshipfully bowed down to relics is of pagan origin and of the Devil?
by thousands of trusting souls was that of Why not tell the people the truth? Why
St. Francis Xavier's "right" forearm and try to hide the real facts beneath a refuge
hand. Life magazine published a picture of of lies or bury them under ecclesiastical
the relic when it toured the United States. falsehoods? Do the clergy not know that
Whereupon a doctor's wife called the edi- soon now Jehovah God will wash away
tor's attention to the fact that it was ac- their refuge of lies and falsehoods?-Isa.
tually a left arm and hand turned over. It 28:15-17.
can't be, Life declared, because Xavier's "Supposing it [relic worship] to be in
left arm is still attached to the body in fact spurious," the Oatholic Encyclopedia
Goa, India, which only proves the relic be- says, "no dishonour is done to God by the
ing circulated is somebody else's left arm continuance of an error which has been
and hand. A blundersome forgery indeed! handed down in perfect good faith for

many centuries." How foreign and strange
this doctrine to anything written in the
Bible! Jehovah is the God of truth! (John
3:33; Rom. 3:4; Heb. 6:18) All error and
lies are 'of the Devil and are certainly a
great reproach and dishonor to God. (John
8:44; Rom. 1:25) Consequently, Jehovah
is against all such pious frauds that teach
lies in His name and He will clean them
out at Armageddon.



• How does one account for the apparently
barbarous treatment that David, a man after
God's own heart, meted out to the Ammonites,
as recorded at 2 Samuel 12:31 and 1 Chronicles
20:3?-J. C., Lisbon, Portugal.

At 2 Samuel 12:31 it states that David "put
them under saws, and under harrows of iron,
and under axes of iron, and made them pass
through the brickkiln". At 1 Chronicles 20:3 it
says he "cut them with saws, and with harrows
of iron, and with axes". Modern translations
bring out the true sense of these passages,
showing that David merely put the Ammonite
captives to work. Hence Moffatt's translation
renders these two texts as follows: "He also
brought away the spoil of the town, a vast
amount, and the townsfolk, whom he set to
work with saws and iron picks and iron axes
and made them labour at brick-making." "The
townsfolk, whom he set to work with saws and
iron picks and axes."

man upon whom is the mark." Those unmarked
by a favorable reception of God's warning re­
ceive no mercy from him. This is no injustice on
God's part. If it were a case of absolute justice
he would spare no one, as everyone, young or
old, is an imperfect sinner. It is only through
the exercise of his love and mercy that anyone
is preserved through Armageddon or is resur­
rected.

Children are affected by the course of their
parents, and parents are warned that their
iniquity is visited on their offspring unto the
third and fourth generation. (Ex. 20:5,6)
Parents are commanded to instruct their chilo
dren in God's way, and if in these last days
parents refuse to heed the divine instruction
and warning they bring destruction upon them­
selves and their small children at Armaged­
don. (Deut. 6:6,7; Eph. 6:4) According to jus­
tice God can leave such children dead, for, as
Ezekiel showed, all die in their iniquity. (Ezek.
3:17-19; 33:1·6) Parents should remember that
their wrong course unfavorably affects their
children and may bring their offspring to de­
struction at Armageddon, just as a right course
on the part of parents may put their small
children in the way of preservation during
Armageddon and opportunity for eternal life
in the new world to follow.

CUT THIS OUT AND PASTE IT
In your copy of the New W orld Trall8lation 0/ the Christian Greek
Scriptures In the blank space on page 788:

ADDENDA ON 1 JOHN 1S:7, 8:
Since release of the New World Transla·tion on August 2,

1950, at the international assembly of Jehovah's witnesses at
Yankee Stadium, New York city, there has been widely pub­
lished religious criticism over its rendering of 1 John 5:7,8.
Therefore we append the following as a suitable footnote to
those verses appearing on page 700:

1 John 5:7,8: ''For there are three witness bearers, the spirit
and the water and the blood, and the three are In agreement."

• Will children who have
not reached the age of ac­
countability and who die at
Armageddon have a resur­
rection?-Ohio reader.

We cannot be dogmatic
about this matter, as God is
the judge. However, if Jeho­
vah God expresses an ad­
verse judgment against cer­
tain individuals, and does
this through his King Christ
Jesus at Armageddon, there
must be some sort of finality
to God's decision. If so, those
destroyed by the judgment of
God in the battle of Arma­
geddon are really destroyed.
Ezekiel chapter 9 appears to
re fer to Armageddon, and
verse 6 states, "Slay utterly
old and young, both maids,
and little children, and wom­
en: but come not near any

This rendering is according
to the Greek texts by Westcott
and Hort (1881) and by D.
Eberhard Nestle (l8th edition
of 1948) and by Jose ,Maria
Bover, S.J. (1943) and by Au­
gustinus Merk, S.J. (6th edi­
tion of 1948).

After "witness bearers" the
cursive Manuscripts No. 61 (of
15th or 16th century) and
No. 629 (in Latin and Greek,
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of 14th to 15th century) and
Vgc.s add the words: "In heav­
en, the Father, the Word and
the holy spirit; and these three
are one. 8 And there are three
witness bearers on earth." But
these words are omitted by
~BASymost MSS . Vgmany MBS.

and the Latin New Testament
according to the edition of St.
Jerome, by Wordsworth and
White, edition of 1911.



experience in.Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom
FRUITS OF NEIGHBOR LOVE IN TENNESSEE

"Here is the heart-warming story of a kind
servant of Jehovah and a grateful wayfarer
who had with him three little children. Some
time ago out here in the mountains of Ten­
nessee a witness was going home from a home
Bible study. The evening was coming on and
it was raining. As he drove slowly down the
road he saw a man leading some little children
by the hand and leaning into the driving rain.
The witness stopped his car and invited them
to ride down the road with him. It was learned
that the man and children had come almost
one hundred miles in the last few days in the
rain. The witness invited them to come in and
stay all night and have a meal. The wayfarer
declined to stay in the house but did take some
warm food and he and the children stayed all
night in the barn. Before bedding down for the
night the wayfarer got his interest aroused in
the new world of righteousness, and received

a gift copy of the book 'Let God Be True'. Next
morning after thanking his host for the food
and housing and expressing his gratitude for
the new Bible knowledge and the book, the
wayfarer and his children were on their way.
The story now shifts to a little town in Ala­
bama: Keener. The wayfarer had moved on
and the book had gone with him. He and his
children stayed all night at a house in Keener,
and he told his host about the new world of
righteousness. His host showed interest, and
wanted the book 'Let God Be True'. But it was
the wayfarer's most prized possession; he could
not part with it. But he told his host how to
get one: write to the kind servant of Jehovah
back in Tennessee. The host wrote the letter;
he got his copy of the book, provided by the
same servant of God who had first showed
hospitality to a warfarer. Once again it is seen
that Jehovah is working in many ways that
the 'sheep' may be found."
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"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES

Week of December 24:
Subjection to the Higher Powers, U1-24.

19:n CALENDAR

Prominently displayed across the top of the
1951 Calendar published by the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society is the new yeartext,
"They said: 'Praise Jah, you people, because
Jehovah our God, the Almighty, has begun to
rule as king.''' (Rev. 19:6, NW) Beneath this
appears a beautiful view of the Society's newly
enlarged printing plant in ' Brooklyn, New
York. The calendar pad attached below this
picture presents six different' scenes of theo­
cratic interest in pastel shades, overprinted by
the calendar for 1951. The calendar pad also
furnishes the Scriptural themes for , the six
bimonthly testimony periods and service themes
for the intervening months. This service calen­
dar will be sent to any address at 25c a copy
or $1.00 for 5 copies sent to one address, post­
paid. Groups or companies are encouraged to
order in quantity, through the appointed serv­
ant, sending remittance to cover the cost.

Week of December 31:
SUbjection to the Higher Powers, U25·33; and
Execution of Judgment upon Opposers, U1:13.
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1951 YEARBOOK OF ,JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Of the increase of God's government and

peace , there will be no end. . This Scriptural
truth is convincingly proved by the report of.
the 1950 service year as presented by the presi­
dent of the WatchTower Bible & Tract Society
in the 1951 Yearbook of JehovaNs Witnesses. In
addition to this annual report covering more
than 100 regions, the Yearbook contains the
president's comment on the yeartext for 1951
and -a dallytext and comment for each day of
the -coming 'year . Those associated with a
group should send in combined orders, as
through the servant of a company, to save time
and expense. A remittance of 50c per copy
should accompany each order.

"PREACH THE WORD" TESTUIO~Y I'ERIOD

December, the final month of 1950, has been
designated as "Preach the Word" Testimony
Period. How could this eventful year be more
effectively concluded than by taking the word
of God upon your lips and heralding it forth
to all who will hear? That is what Jehovah's
witnesses will be doing, in hannony with Paul's
counsel at 2 Timothy 4:2. The 320-page book
"This Means Everlasting Life" will be offered
to those displaying interest in God's Word,
on 35c contribution. We suggest you report to
us the results of your preaching.




