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THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER"

Literal towers in Bible t imes were elevated vanta~e points from which
w atchmen could observe happenings, warn of dan~er, or announce good
news. O ur m agazine fi~ura.tively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacl e of w isdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national and political propa~andas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, 'but its rnessaqe advanc­
es as the light on God's purposes and works increases.-Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees things Scripturally. W hen it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not parrot .the
old fable about htstory repeatin~ itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these thinsls the si~n of the world's time of the end. But w ith brig~t hope it
also see~ openin~ up for us just beyond these woes t he portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, "The W atchtower" stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is ~oin~ on, awake to no te si~ns of danger, fa ithful to ~intout
the w ay of escape. ft announces Jehovah 's kingdom established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kin~dom jolnt-hetrs with spiritual food,
cheers men of ~ood will with ~lorious prospects of eternal life in 0. paradise
earth, comforts us with the re suerectlcn promise for the dead.

It is not do~matic, but has a confident rin~ in its voice, because it is based
on God's Word. Itdoes not privat ely interpr et prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets-them alongSide prophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth , and views r eligicus new s ~eneral1y.

'Be w atchful in these perilous times,' G od admonishes. So keep on the
watch by re~ularly readin~ "The W atchtower".
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TAKING IN LIFE-GIVING KNOWLEDGE

" This means everlasting life) their taking in knowledge of you) the only t rue God)
and of the one whom Y01L sent [orth, Jesus ChriEt.JJ--John 17: 3) NW.

JEHOVAH, the Lord God, spoke of our
own day, when he said long ago by his

prophet Hosea: "Hear the word of the
LORD, 0 Israelites! For the LORD has a
quarrel with the inhabitants of the land;
because there is no fidelity, no kindness,
and no knowledge of God in the land. Curs­
ing, lying, murder, theft , and adu!tery­
they break out, and one crime follows hard
upon another. Therefore the land mourns,
and everything that dwells there in lan­
guishes, even to the beasts of the earth,
and the birds of the air; and the fish of the
sea also are swept away. Yet, let no one
make charges, and let no one accuse; for
with you is my quarrel, 0 priest; and you
shall stumble by day; the prophet also
shall stumble with you by night; and I will
dest roy your people. My people are de­
stroyed for want of knowledge-because
you have rejected knowledge, I will reject
you from being my priest. Since you have
forgotten the law of your God, I likewise
will forget your children. The more they
increased, the more they sinned against
me; they have exchanged their glory for
shame. They feed on the sin of my people,
and for their guilt they whet their appetite.
So it has become 'like people, like priest' ;

1. At Hosea 4 : 1-9 what did J ehovah long ago say for
our day ?
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and I will visit his ways UIJon him, and re­
quite his deeds to him."-Hos. 4:1-9, AT.

2 A few years after Hosea finished his
prophesying the northern kingdom of Is­
rael fell to pagan conquerors, and in the
following century the holy city of Jerusa­
lem and its temple were destroyed and
the Jews were uprooted from their land.
A like destruction in the near future faces
Christendom. Do students of world con­
ditions want to know the cause responsible
for such destruction? With modern Chris­
tendom in mind let them mark those words
of the prophet: "cursing, lying, murder,
theft, and adultery-they break out, and
one crime follows hard upon another," and
at the bottom of aU this, "no knowledge of
God in the land." At whose door does the
Lord God lay the responsibility for this
ignorance? At the door of the religious
leaders, the priests and the prophets, for it
is their duty to teach the people about
God, and the people look to them for such
instruction. And now the people are about
to be "destroyed for want of knowledge"
in a world destruction. But the God of
justice decrees that it will become "like
people, like priest", and the priests and
clergy will fa re no better than the people.

2. What Is the cause r esponslbe for destruction? Due
to whom ?
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They have led the people in rejecting the
knowledge of the truth; and if the blind
guides the blind, then both will fall into the
pit, but the guide is the one with the great­
er responsibility-Matt. 15: 14.

3 God's written Word, the Bible, has been
spread by the hundreds of millions of
copies, and yet the religious clergy have
not turned this great opportunity and ad­
vantage to good account, so as to incite
the people to study that Holy Word and
inform themselves of God and his kingdom.
Is it any wonder, then, that, go where
you will in Christendom, you will find the
people in religious confusion, none of them
clear on why God Almighty has permitted
this reign of wickedness and woe till now
and what he purposes to do now about this
state of affairs and what his will is for
lovers of life and security to do? Because
the Bible with its divine informat ion has
been so available to the clergy and they
have rejected its truths and enlightening
prophecies, the great God of spiritual
plenty has rejected them as his spokesmen
and channels of Scripture information and
instruction. They are rejected from being
his priest, for it is written: "The priest's
lips should keep knowledge, and they
should seek the law at his mouth; for he
is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts."
(Mal. 2:7, AS) Thus spiritual famine has
struck Christendom as forewarned: "Be­
hold, the days come, saith the Lord Jeho­
vah, that I will send a famine in the land,
not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of Jehovah.
And they shall wander from sea to sea , and
from the north even to the east; they shall
run to and fro to seek the word of Jehovah,
and shall not find it. In that day shall the
fair virgins and the young men faint for
thirst [for the waters of truth]." (Amos
8:11-13, AS) In place of finding the words

3, What spIrItua l state has come upon Ch rIs te ndom?
For wha t re aso n '!

of Jehovah among the clergy and religious
systems of Christendom, you come face to
face with the nasty fact of religious perse­
cution against the witnesses of Jehovah
who speak His word.

SUCCESSFUL RUNNING TO AND FRO
FOR INFORMATION

.j The anguished cry of the people today
is for life. How are they to find the way
to it? If the rule God announces holds true
that "my people are destroyed for want of
knowledge", then the converse must hold
true, that the people will be saved and pre­
served alive by the possession of knowl­
edge. This is the time of greatest need for
life-giving knowledge, because all the de­
velopments since the year 1914 prove that
this world has entered its "t ime of the end "
and is now nearing the disastrous close of
that period. The much needed information
God has mercifully promised, for he long
ago said to Daniel the prophet: "Shut up
the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end : many shall run to and fro ,
and knowledge shall be increased." (Dan.
12:4) But if the people's running to and
fro through the midst of Christendom fails
to locate the words of Jehovah for the
relief of the spiritual famine, then what
running to and fro is it that results in the
promised increase of knowledge? It is the
running to and fro in the written Word of
God, that is to say , the scrutinizing and ex­
ami ning of the Holy Bible for our direct
instruction, If the paid religious clergy and
spiritual advisers reject the Bible in favor
of worldly philosophy and traditions of
men contrary to God's Word, then the
people who earnestly want life must them­
selves run to and fro through the pages of
the sacred Book if they are ever going to
get the life-giving increase of knowledge.
So let the people act independently of the

4. Why Is knowledge need ed so mu ch now ? What re ­
sults In Its Inc rease ':
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reli gious leaders who have failed them.
Let them exercise faith and run to and fro
through God's now unsealed and opened
Book. His spirit that searches the "deep
th ings of God" has been poured out. His
marvelous time for spiritual illumination
has come.

5 The greatest service any man or wom­
an could possibly render to humanity
today is to im­
part to them the
k nowle dg e of
God and encour­
a ge them t o
run to and fro
through His
Book in personal
Bi Ie study. The
religious clergy
have missed out
in this service of
most urgent importance, t he same as in
J esus' day. The Son of God courageous ly
pointed out the ones whom God held ac­
countable for the death dealing state of
ignorance of the people. At the r isk of
stir ring up the combined opposition of the
priests and religious leaders he said : "Woe
to you, scribes and Pharisees. hypocrites!
because you shut up the kingdom of the
heavens before mankind ; for you your­
selves do not go in, neither do you permit
those on their way in to go in." "Woe to
you who are versed in the Law, because
you took away the key of knowledge: you
yourselves did not go in, and those going in
you hindered!"-Matt. 23:13 and Luke
11:52,NW.

" By thus withholding the truth from the
people those clergymen of J esus' day were
leading the people to destruction and their
na tio n to ruin. Because of their responsible
part in it the relig ious leaders were earn­
ing for themselves also annih ilati on. Hence
G, 6, (a) What grea tes t of se r vices have t he clergy
m issed out on? (b) With what consequences t o them­
selves and to the people of Is rael':

Jesus cried out to them : "Serpents, off­
spring of vipers, how are you t o flee from
the judgment of Gehenna?" (Matt. 23: 33,
NW) By keeping the people ignorant they
led them into having J esus killed on a tor­
ture stake at Calvary. Thirty-seven years
later this willfully cultivated ignorance led
to its fa tal consequences, the destruction
of the city of Jerusalem with an enormous

loss of human
lives, just as
Jesus had p re­
dicted, and the
breaking up of
the Jewish na­
tion till this day.
And now in this
"time of the
end" the revived
nation of Israel
with capital at

the modern city of Jerusalem chooses to
go on in the steps of its forefathers, ignor­
ing the counsel of Jehovah God. It has
again chosen "Caesar" as its friend in
preference to God 's kingdom by Christ. It
has gon e after and gai ned membership in
the United Nations of this doomed world.
There is only one outcome possible: de­
struct ion with th is world because of taking
the wrong course for want of the knowl­
edge of J ehovah God and his Messianic
k ingdo m.

TH E EXEMPLARY COURSE

7 J esus Christ was t he greatest Jew, for
he was the Jewish Messiah, the Christ.
King Solomon of Jerusalem, as long as he
walked in Jehovah's way, was the wisest
man of ancient times; but Jesus Christ was
something greater than Solomon. He knew
what we need to know in order to gain
everlasting life. He was wiser than the
ancient pagan philosopher , Thales of Mile­
tus, who said : "Know thyself." Yes, wiser
7. 8, (a ) Than what two oft-quoted me n was J esus
wi se r '! (b) \,"hat experi ence of Is rael shows man' s way
of salvation Is not in h im sel f ':
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than the English poet, Alex. Pope, who is
considered famous for saying: "The proper
study of mankind is man." Jesus pointed to
a greater knowledge as absolutely vital to
life. Certainly if a man seeks to know him­
self, the only honest conclusion he can
come to is that he is imperfect like all
other men and is a sinner and that the
means of salvation is not in himself or
other men. Even what relics of conscience
he has inherited from Adam, the once per­
fect man, wiII remind him he is a sinner
and wiII condemn him.

B The way of salvation, the means of
gaining everlasting life, is not in man him­
self, even when given a perfect law. For
fifteen centuries the Jewish nation lived
under the law Jehovah gave them through
Moses. But that good and holy law of God
was more than they could measure up to,
and it only showed them up all the more to
be sinners. The lesson to be learned from
this the apostle Paul summed up in these
words: "Now we know that all the things
the Law says it addresses to those under
the Law, so that every mouth may be
stopped and all the world may become lia­
ble to God for punishment. Therefore by
works of law no flesh wiII be declared right­
eous before him, for by law is the accurate
knowledge of sin." (Rom. 3:19,20, NW)
How glad we can be today that we do not
need to go through Israel's fifteen centuries
of experience to find out that our Salva­
tion is not by our own attempts at self­
righteousness!

U To be wise for eternal salvation we
must heed the words of the One who is
greater than Solomon, Jesus Christ. When
on earth he told men and women to follow
him and imitate him. We can do so by
taking up the work which he did. Being
born a perfect man by the miracle of Jeho­
vah God his heavenly Father, Jesus was

D. What did Jesus establlsh as being the highes t voca­
tion for us?

the only man that could lay down his life
as a ransom sacrifice for mankind to gain
everlasting life in the new world. But
before laying down his life, what work did
he take up as pleasing to God and of high­
est importance? To what did he devote
himself as being the most pressing need of
the people who were facing destruction?
At the appointed ti me marked out in proph­
ecy he abandoned his carpenter work and
took up preaching. Though he knew it
would lead to a martyr's death in public
disgrace, he devoted himself to spreading
the knowledge of Jehovah God. He thus
established preaching God's Word as being
the highest vocation. This world may sneer
at preaching the Bible as being foolish and
most impractical, especially in this crucial
period of world history; but all the world
with its political offices and Big Business
jobs and honored religious pulpits could
never offer us a hi gher voca tion than that
which Jesus set as a pattern for us. For his
loyal course in the midst of a hostile, un­
appreciative world he earned for himself
the title, "The faithful and true witness."
(Rev. 3:14; 1:5) Can we today enjoy any
higher privilege than to be witnesses like
him, witnesses of Jehovah, and to prove
ourselves faithful as such? Jesus' example
says No!

TIlE TEACHERS

10 Next to vindicating Jehovah's ruler­
ship as being the only rightful sovereignty
of the universe, Jesus was interested in
the abundant, everlasting life for the peo­
ple. God had given him power over all
flesh, and Jesus was interested in giving
mankind perfect life in God's image and
likeness, free from sin. He knew what we
needed to gain this, and he devoted himself
to giving this to us. He knew the value of
knowing God, and so he said: "I am the
right shepherd, and I know my sheep and

10. What did Jesus say to show what man needed for
galn lng' life ·!
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my sheep know me, just as the Father
knows me and I know the Father ; and I
surrender my soul in behalf of the sheep."
And in his last prayer on earth with his
sheep he said: "Righteous Father, the
world has, indeed, not come to know you,
but I have come to know you." (John
10:14,15; 17:25, NW) It was his personal
knowledge of God that made Jesus strong
to stand up for God's universal sovereignty
and to carry out God's loving purpose
toward mank ind, cost what it might. So in
his final prayer to God with his faithful
apos tles he said to his heavenly Father:
"Glor ify your son, that your son may
glorify you, according as you have given
him authority over all flesh, that, as re­
gards the whole number which you have
given him, he may give them everlasting
life. This means everlasting life, their
taking in knowledge of you, the only t rue
God, and of the one whom you sent forth,
J esus Chr ist."-John 17:1-3, NW.

11 No, the counsel that leads to endless
life is not: "Know thyself." The greatest
study of man is not man, either yourself
or other men. The greatest study of man
is God and God's Chief Agent, Jesus Christ.
True, God himself is invisible and infinitely
high beyond the reach of man, and yet
God has made this study of him possible
for man by means of his written Word and
with the aid of his illuminating active
force or spir it . Such a study deals with the
highest things and leads to the results of
highest importance to us. We must pursue
this study if we want to take in the knowl­
edge which means everlasting life in the
new world. Why so? Because it is the
taking in of knowledge of the great Foun­
tain of life, Jehovah the only true God, and
also the knowledge of the Chief Agent
which God uses for making this life possible
to us, Jesus Christ, whom God sent forth

11. Why Is that a h igher st udy a nd knowl ed ge a nd
lea ding to li fe '?

into this world to declare God to us as no
other prophet had done. When we study
man, we are studying a dying creature.
When we study God, we are studying the
life-giving Creator. Certainly it is more
vital to get acquainted with the Creator
and get into relationship with him than to
study sinful creatures of earth who are
condemned to death. Certainly, too, it is
more important to get to know the Crea­
tor's Chief Agent of life than to interest
ourselves in creatures who need life and
have no means of saving themselves. The
higher study leads to everlasting life.

1 2 When we turn to God and Christ and
take up a study of God's Book , then He
becomes our Teacher, and surely he knows
how to teach us the way to attain eternal
existence in peace and happiness. God
caused it to be written in the prophets.
"And all thy children shall be taught of
Jehovah; and great shall be the peace of
thy children." (Isa. 54:13,AS) These
words were addressed to God's "woman",
that is to say, Jehovah's Theocratic organi­
zation called "Zion" which brings forth
those who become the spiritual children of
God. The chief one of her children is J esus
Christ, who was anointed to be Jehovah's
King for the promised kingdom. The others
of her children here spoken of are the
footstep followers who are anointed with
God's spirit to be associated with Jesus
Christ in the heavenly kingdom. On bring­
ing forth these royal children, ' beginning
with Jesus, she is told to sing and cry aloud
for joy at having ceased from her barren­
ness. (Isa. 54: 1) The apostle Paul shows
that this woman is Jehovah's Theocratic
organization and that her children are
J esus Christ and his body of faithful fol­
lowers, by saying: "The Jerusalem above
is free, and she is our mother. For it is
written: 'Be glad , you ba rren woman who

12. To whom does J eho vah become Teac her ? Accordi ng
to wh a t p rom ise ?
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does not bear children; break out and cry
aloud, you woman who does not have child­
birth pains; because the children of the
desolate woman number more than those
of her who has the husband.' Now we,
brothers, are children belonging to the
promise the same as Isaac was. Wherefore,
brothers, we are children, not of a servant
girl, but of the free woman." -Gal. 4:
26-28, 31, NW.

1 3 How precious it is to have Jehovah
God himself for our Teacher! There could
be no education higher than this, for it is
a receiving of knowledge from the highest
source in the school of life. And God has
called into service as his fellow teacher his
royal Son Jesus Christ. For that special
reason Jesus said to his followers: "But
you, do not you be called 'Rabbi', for one
is your teacher, whereas all you are broth­
ers. Neither be called 'leaders', for your
Leader is one, the Christ." (Matt. 23: 8, 10,
NW) So we must be taught by Jehovah
God through Jesus Christ.

14 Because the teaching is through Jesus
Christ as Chief Instructor, many refuse
to be taught, for they do not wish to be
made like their Teacher. Hen ce not all men
and women are admitted or do apply for
admittance into this school of highest
learning, but only those who love and fea r
Jehovah God and whom he draws. Jesus
made that fact clear when he said: "No
man can come to me unless the F ather , who
sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect
him in the last day. It is written in the
Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by
Jehovah.' Everyone that has heard the
Father's teaching and has learned comes
to me." (John 6:44, 45, NW) According to
Jesus, the learning a Christ ian gains in this
Theocratic school leads to resurrection
from the dead and everlasting life in the

13, 14. (a) By whom do es Jehovah do the teach lrig ?
(b) Who are adm itted to H is school , and with what
b less ings to them ?

opening thousand years of the New World.
Those taught in this school are blessed
with peace and prosperity and are kept
from the selfish, deadly conflicts of this
old world. Let us see to it, therefore, that
our teachers are not men with their dead
precepts, traditions and worldly philoso­
phies, but that our teachers are the two
great Instructors of the universe, Jehovah
God and Jesus Christ. It signifies life for
us to do so.

15 Jesus met all the qualifications of a
trustworthy instructor. He did not sit in
the teacher 's seat of Jehovah's school of
life and then turn aside to the empty
philosophies of this world and teach his
followers something contrary to the top­
most Educator, Jehovah God, just to be
popular with this world. What God requires
of all those who profess to represent and
speak for him is that they tell the truth
about God and impart the real knowledge
of him to the people. On two occasions
Jesus is repor ted as quoting from Hosea's
prophecy, chapter' 6, which reads : "For I
desired mercy, and not sac rifice; and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offer­
ings. But they like men have transgressed
the covenant: there ha ve they dealt treach­
erously against me." (Hos. 6: 6,7; Matt.
9:12,13; 12:7) That was why Jesus wield­
ed God's prophetic Word like a sword and
drove it into those religious clergy and
slew their religious pretensions.

16 Hosea's prophecy in the preceding
verses foretold this action of Jesus, saying:
"0 Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee?
o Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for
your goodness is as a morning cloud, and
as the early dew it goeth away. Therefore
have I.hewed them by the prophets; I have
slain them by the words of my mouth: and
thy judgments are as the light that goeth
forth."-Hos. 6:4,5.

15, 16. How d id J esus meet the qu al lllcatlons a! a true
Instructor?
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17 The whole teaching of the Bible from
cover to cover is that the people are being
destroyed for lack of knowledge of God
the Creator and Savior. To supply the need
God offers the people the knowledge in his
inspired Book. Therefore let us who want
to be his faithful witnesses bear this in
mind and not be turned aside to something
else. Let us hold strictly to dispensing the
pure Word of God to his honor and to the
saving of the people. It is because the reli­
gious clergy of Christendom have turned
from doing this and have imitated the
clergy of Jesus' day that now it has come
their turn to be 'hewed by the prophets and
slain by the words of Cod's mouth'. Like it?
Well, of course, they do not; and they hate
Jehovah's witnesses for declaring the
prophecies and publishing the words of
God's mouth, which has such a slaughter­
ing effect on the clergy before t he people.

ROU:'iDED-OUT IXS TR UCTION NEEDED

18 When we take God's in stru ction
through the Bible, let us take all it teaches.
The Supreme Teacher warns us that we
must neither add worldly false knowledge
to his Word nor take away from it. We
must have the full information for the
obtaining of the salvation which He pro­
vides. For thousands of years godly men
and women had been seeking information
on the One whom God was to send forth

17. Hence to be God 's faithful witnesses wha t course
mus t we pursue ?
18, 19. Why Is par tial k now ledge not enough for gaini ng
sa lvation?

and were wanting to identify him and unite
with him. In due time the Messiah came
in the person of Jesus Christ. If we were
to follow the course of the religious clergy
of Jesus' day and reject the facts about
him as foretold in the prophecies, we would
never ga in everlasting life. We would be
like those Jews who perished for rejecting
this knowledge. The knowledge of God
minus his Son Jesus Christ is only partial.
Life by the law of Moses is impossible.
Likewise the knowledge of Jesus Christ
minus Jehovah God is only partial, as in
Christendom's case today. To know Jeho­
vah God and to know Jesus Christ are
inseparable for salvation.

10 John 3:35,36 (NW) tells us: "The
Father loves the Son and has given all
things into his hand. He that exercises
faith in the Son has everlasting life; he
that disob eys the Son will not see life, but
the wrath of God remains upon him." And
1 John 2 :22,23 (NW) says : "Who is the
liar if it is not the one that denies that
Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist ,
the one that denies the Father and the Son.
Everyone that denies the Son does not have
the Father either. He that confesses the
Son has the Father also." And to this
1 John 4: 15 (NW) adds: "Whoever makes
the confession that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God, God remains in union with such
one and he in union with God." There is
no other way about it: our taking in
knowledge of the only true God and of his
Sent One, Jesus Christ, as well is what
means everlasting life to us.

From inf ancy you hav e know n the holy writi ngs which ar e able to m ak e you

w ise f or salvation through the fai th in connection wit h Ghrist Jesus. All
Scripture -is insp ired of God and beneficial for t eaching, f01' Tepr ov ing,

for setting things straight, for disc iplining in r ighteousness,

that the man of God may be f ully com petent , com pletely
equi pped for every good w or lc.- 2 Tim. 3 :15·17, N W,



of truthful information, that is, the Bible,
God's gift to us. What knowledge we have
already gained has been by studying that
Book. But to continue in the fear and
knowledge of God and of his Son Jesus
Christ we need to keep on studying that
Book, and to do so with all the faithful
helps which the heavenly Father provides
through his Theocratic organization. From
what we have learned out of the Holy
Scriptures we have fai th in God and Christ
and are able by this to please God. Th is
faith, Hebrews 11:1 (NW) tells us: "is the
assured expectation of things hoped for. "
And so we have hope, a wonderful hope of
a perfect new world, with a new heavens
and a new earth, in which we may enjoy
the promised everlasting life in unspeak­
able happiness. But fa ith and hope are not
all that is necessa ry. They are quite proper
in themselves. It is written: "Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick: but when the de­
sire cometh, it is a tree of life." (Prov.
13:12) We do not know what heaven is
to be like for the 144,000 Christian over­
comers of this world, but we could write
a book and paint a vivid picture of the
paradise that is to be renewed on earth and
we could set this hope before people of
good will now seeking life in it. But power­
ful as this hope might be as a stimulant,
it is not all that is necessary to keep a
person fai thful.

3 Long ago miraculous gifts passed out
.of the life of the Christian congregation,
but the things that now remain are not
only faith and hope but also love : "these
three, but the greatest of these is love."
3. What qualIty Is m ost ess en tial for ri ght lIvIng now ?
Why'!
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1. W hy must we fea r God, and why m ust we ho nor
Jesus Chr Ist ?
2. (a) To continue In thIs fea r and knowled ge what
must we do ? (b) Ho w do we gaI n faIth a nd hope, and
are these a ll that Is needed ?

I F WE imitate Jesus Christ we shall
never go wrong. He feared God and

taught others the fear of God according to
the truth, We must have this correct fear
of God if we aim at getting the informat ion
that leads to life that really is life. Proverbs
1:7 (AS) tells us: "The fear of J ehovah
is the beginning of knowledge; but the
foolish despise wisdom and instruction."
Such fear of the only true God is the be­
ginning, that is, the chief part or the
first thing in knowledge. Because the wise,
brainy, powerful people of this world do
not have that fear of Jehovah, all the
knowledge they accumulate and hand out
does not save the world or result in life.
By the Holy Bible we are taught the fear
of God. And it is wise that we fear him,
for he is the Source of all life. For us not
to fear him but to reject him means cutting
ourselves off from the great Fountainhead
of life. This would spell absolute annihila­
tion for us. God's own Word tells us also
to honor Jesus Christ because of the key
part that he performs in the life-giving
arrangements of God. So we gladly accept
the Son of God. For us to reject him means
we are cutting ourselves off from the cen­
tral connection with God, the one channel
of life from God; and this would likewise
spell utter destruction for us. How grand
and beneficial it is, then, to take in knowl­
edge of both the Father and the Son!

2 Our doing this can never stop. We must
advance to perfection. We have gained real
enlightenment only by going to the Book
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(1 Cor. 13:8-13, NW) The new world for
which we hope is at the door, but we are
still living in the degraded old world, and,
besides faith and hope, love is most essen­
tial for right living amid these debas ing
conditions. We need love now while sur­
rounded with this selfish world, for without
love we are nothing in God's sight. We are
in most perilous times, and living now is a
great problem. We must keep on studying
God's Word in order to learn how to live
right and how to show love that is godlike.
The new world is still a hope, but this old
world is a present reality. We must yet
face it, and this creates difficulties for us.
We have to meet these without compro­
mising God's cause. So we must know how
to meet them, and this calls for knowledge
right now. Hence the need for us to study
the Bible further on what it has to say
with regard to our relations with this exist­
ence, for if we do not handle these aright ,
we shall not be found worthy of life in the
future world.

PRESENT PROBLE:.IS

4 The "appointed times of the Gentiles"
expired in 1914, but the Gentile govern­
ments still continue as going concern s,
wrathful against God's established king­
dom. "Caesar" still holds the reins of
earthly government, and totalitarian gov­
ernments are more powerful than ever. \Ve
need to know from the Bible that the
"superior authorities" to whom Christian
souls must be subject are Jehovah God and
Christ Jesus, if we want to escape divine
wrath. We need to be taught how our first
duties are to God, obeying Him as Ruler
in preference to men , and then giving to
Caesar only what belongs to Caesar.-Rom.
13:1-4 and Matt. 22:21, NW.

s Another problem is to know the places
men and women occupy in the Theocratic

4. What pro blem must we meet living under present
governments ?
5. What problem does sex present ? And children ?

organization of Jehovah God. It is true
that in the Christian congregation "there
is neither male nor female; for you are all
one in union with Christ Jesus". (Gal. 3:28,
NW) But we are still male and female in
the flesh; we can still marry and produce
children, we can still be moved by passion
and be tempted to commit sexual abuses.
So woman's position in the congregation
and in the home needs to be adjusted ac­
cording to God's will for the safety and
happiness of all concerned, that the Theo­
cratic rule may be carried out and no re­
proach be brought upon God's name and
his organization. Children are still being
brought into this world. We love them and
we long to see them succeed in the most
important thing. But how to bring them up
under present conditions of increasing
parental and child delinquency poses a
serious problem. We need to know how to
bring them up "in the discipline and au­
thoritat ive advice of Jehovah", that we
may educate and train them for everlast­
ing life with us in the blessed new world.
(Eph. 6 :4, NW) How glad we are that
we have God as our Teacher by Jesus
Christ and have the Holy Bible for our
book of instructions!

G We are living at a time when God by
his Right Shepherd not only is gathering
the remnant of his 'little flock' and is al­
most through, but in view of the new world
near at hand, is now also gathering a num­
berless flock of "other sheep" whose des­
tiny will be, not immortal life in heaven
with the "little flock", but complete human
life on earth in the restored paradise. We
have to determine our destiny and act
accordingly. Has God called us to heaven
to reign with Christ or to the paradise
earth? To determine this is a problem with
many, and to solve it each one must study
God's Word further and be convinced in
his own mind.

6. What prob lem of destiny now presents Itself ?
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7 We are living at the climax of this
wicked world and at the culmination of
Christendom's existence. Pagan philoso­
phies and doctrines of demons and man­
made religious traditions masquerade un­
der the guise of Christian
doctrine and practice. Evil­
minded men slyly watch
for an opening and try to
creep into our Christian
companies for immoral
purposes and to abuse
God's undeserved kindness
and corrupt the faith and
manners of those whom
they can victimize. Weare
living, indeed, in among seductive condi­
tions, and lest we stray there is every need
for us to do as it is written: "Ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls." (Jer. 6:16) We need to go back
direct to the inspired Scriptures them­
selves, examining them daily against what
is taught us by men, and by this course
get back to the "faith that was once for all
time delivered to the holy ones". And
having rediscovered what it is, then we
must "put up a hard fight" for it, to hold
it and to practice it, as Jude 3 says (NW).

8 In harmony with the original faith it
becomes our duty toward God to resist
those impure-minded persons who try to
sneak in and lure unsuspecting Christians
into sexual abuses by wrongly claiming
God's mercy for willful sins. It is part of
our fight for the faith to hold high the
Bible principles concerning human mar­
riage and the pure relations between men
and women in the congregation. Stick by
these. Let the evil-designing sneaks and all
worldly persons know what high moral
principles the true knowledge of God and

7. What faith must we asccrtaln? What must we do
a bout It ? Why ?
8. On the moral problems what Is It our duty accord ing
to t he faith·?

Christ stands for. Let the world know the
position of morality that Jehovah's Theo­
cratic organization takes, that they may
know that it is a pure organization. Keep
the organization that way, as far as in you

lies, that the organization
~ into which you invite the

Shepherd's "other sheep"
may be a clean, purifying
organization. True love is
pure. The fear of Jehovah
is clean. Love and godly
fear will help you meet the
moral problems which are
still with us while we are
in this old world.-1 Cor.

13: 5,6, NW; Ps. 19: 9, AS.

MANIFESTING IT TO OTHERS

9 Thus for our own selves to gain ever­
lasting life we must continue taking in
knowledge of the only true God and of
Jesus Christ, whom He sent forth. Mankind
are not yet in paradise. Satan and his
demons are not yet bound nor his wicked
seed destroyed from the earth. On the con­
trary, he has been cast out of heaven and
is now restrained to the earth and is bring­
ing great woes upon the people and creat­
ing many problems for God's righteous
people. So be on guard. Proverbs 11: 9 (AS)
assures US: "Through knowledge shall
the righteous be delivered." Conversely,
through lack of knowledge those who pro­
fess to be God's people are destroyed. In
Christendom we see exemplified what this
lack produces, in harmony with what the
apostle said, at Romans 1:24-31: "There­
fore God in keeping with the desires of
their hearts gave them up to uncleanness,
that their bodies might be dishonored
among them, even those who exchanged
the truth of God for the lie and venerated
and rendered sacred service to the creation

9. Wh y must we keep takin g In knowledge? Wh at does
Ch ristend om ex em pllfy ?
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rather than the One who created, . .. (Jer. 31:31-34, AS; Acts 15:14) Jehovah's
And just as they did not approve of holding witnesses, indeed, now know him from the
God in accurate knowledge, God gave them least to the greatest of them; but Christen­
up to a disapproved mental state, to do the dom, by her willful ignorance of Jehovah
things not fitting, filled as they were with God, proves she is not in the new covenant
all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetous- and that she is not the "people for his
ness, injuriousness, being full of envy, mur- name" which he has been taking out of all
del', strife, deceit, malicious disposition, nations during the past nineteen centuries.
being whisperers, backbiters, haters of 11 One of the ways by which we must
God, insolent, haughty, self-assuming, in- manifest to all the world what the knowl­
ventors of injurious things, disobedient to edge of God does for the people is by acting
parents, without understanding, false to as his witnesses to mankind both in word
agreements, having no natural affection, and in action. We must speak and act in
merciless."-NW. harmony ,....ith the will of God. What is

1 0 Hence not merely heathendom, but that? It is written: "This is right and ac­
Christendom has magnificently demon- ceptable in the sight of our Savior, God,
strated what the want of knowledge of whose will is that all kinds of men should
Jehovah God will do to the hurt and dis- be saved and come to an accurate knowl­
grace of the people. Now it is the turn of edge of truth. For there is one God, and one
you who are Jehovah's witnesses to dem- mediator between God and men, a man
onstrate what the true knowledge of God Christ Jesus, who gave himself a corre­
will do for a people, an organization of sponding ransom for all-this is what
people on a world-wide scale. You who is to be witnessed to at its own particu­
are Jehovah's witnesses are living at the lar times." (1 Tim. 2:3-6, NW) Now is
culmination of God's 'new c a v e nan t the time of all times to be bearing wit­
through Christ, when it is being crowned ness, NOW, when God by his Right Shep­
with success by taking out the final herd is gathering under his Theocratic
members to com p l e t e the organization a "great crowd"
"people for his name". Be- of persons of good will "out
sides the for g i v e n e s s of of all nations and tribes and
sins through the Mediator peoples and tongues", "all
of that covenant, one of its kinds of men." By the wit-
blessed provisions is this: ness we are giving in all
"I will put my law in their nations this "great crowd"
inward parts, and in their know where their salvation
heart will I write it; and comes from. What a joy it
I will be their God, and they is to us now to hear them
shall be my people. And they in their hundreds of thou-
shall teach no more every sands crying with a loud
man his neighbor, and every man his voice before the divine throne: "Salvation
brother, saying, Know Jehovah; for they we owe to our God, who is seated on the
shall all know me, from theleast of them throne, and to the Lamb." (Rev. 7: 9,10
unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah." NW) Let the numbers of this great crowd
10, Contrary to ignorant Christendom, what mu st Jeho-
vahs witnesses now do under the provlslons of the 11. How must we show what knowledge do cs for us ,
new covenant '! esp eci all y now?
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and shine, reflecting the light on to ethers.
If the people are being destroyed for lack
of knowledge, let it not be because of any
negligence and failure on our part. If a
great crowd of good will is now being led
to salvat ion, let it be by God's use of us
through his Shepherd.

"THEY SHALL sxow-
14 Christendom will go on refusing to

accept the knowledge of Jehovah God at
the mouths and hands of his witnesses.
But the awesome hour draws near when
she will be made to know that these have
been God's witnesses, his "prophet among
them", and that He is Jehovah and that
since .1914 his King, Jesus Christ, rules in
the kmgdom for the new world. But being
MADE to know Jehovah at that time will
be no bless ing to her or the rest of this
world. It will mean her own destruction
amid a 'World destruction! Because of
Christendom's willful lack of knowledge
she is opposing Jehovah's kingdom by hi~
Christ. She is lining herself up with all the
forces of Gog of Magog for the final
assault upon the visible Theocrat ic organ­
izat ion of Jehovah's people on earth. Th e
propaganda inspired by the demons is
hurrying all her rulers blindly, madly, on
to the warfront of Armageddon. (Rev.
16:14-16) Shortly, at a thieflike hour, the
Supreme Warrior for truth and r ighteous­
ness will make himself known to all his
opposers in a language that they will
understand, the language of cosmic force s
that will speak destruction to them. There
was never anything like it before except
the great deluge of Noah's day. Meaning
Gog and all his forces, Jehovah says:

1 5 "And I will call for a sword against
him unto all my mountains, saith the Lord
Jehovah : every man's sword shall be
against his brother. And with pestilence

%eWATCHTO\VER.
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increase by our intensifying
in all nations as never before.

12 Jehovah God has given us knowledge
under his new covenant for the express
purpose of our being his witnesses. He
reminds us: "Ye are my witnesses, saith
Je hovah , and my servant whom I have
chosen; that ye may K NOW and believe me,
and understand that I am he: ... I have
declared, and I have saved, and I have
showed; and there was no strange god
among you: therefore ye are my witnesses
saith Jehovah, and I am God." (Isa:
43 :10-12, AS) And what an opportunity
for witnessing we now have! We have the
Book of books, the Holy Bible; and now,
too , we have the 1950 New World Trans­
lation of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
To aid us to gain knowledge of God from
his Book, we have the supplementary Bible
literature published by a proved instrument
of God and Christ, the Watch Tower Bible
& Tract Society.

13 The great enemy of life, Satan the
Devil, is opposed to the spreading of the
life-giving knowledge, even though in Eden
he pretended to want to increase man­
kind 's knowledge by seducing Eve into
disobediently eating of the "tree of the
knowledge of good and evil". Evil, yes!
But he has never favored mankind's gain­
ing a knowledge of good. He is the "god
of this system of things" , and all along he
has "blinded the minds of the unbelievers
that the illumination of the glorious good
news about the Christ, who is the image of
God, might not shine through". But by the
irresistible power of God the light has
broken through the devilish opposition and
has reached us, and He "has shone on our
hearts to illuminate them with the glorious
knowledge of God by the face of Christ".
(2 Cor. 4:4-6, NW) Let us, in turn, rise

12. For wha t purpose has God given us knowledge?
Why do we have a grand opportunity fo r this no w"
13. \Vho Is opposed to spreading this knowledge? 'To
what m ust we rise?

14, 15. (a) Why w ill Ch r istendom be made to know
J ehovah , a nd how? (b) What will Jehovah do to Gog
and his forces ? How affecting the nations'?
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1~ However, that is not t he way WE want
to learn to know Jehovah God and his
Christ. We want to know them in a way
that means everlasting life, not destruction.
God has given us his holy spirit, and he
has baptized his faithful remnant of King­
dom heirs with his spirit and enlightened
them with the deep things revealed by that
spirit in God's Word. But Christendom
will shortly be bapt ized with fire, the fire
of destruction at Armageddon. (Matt.
3:11,12) We do not await destruction at
the battle of Armageddon, but confidently
expect to survive through that fiery time
into the new world. Nevertheless, to realize
such preservation at the end of this world. 'Just as Noah and his ark companions en-
joyed preservation at the watery end of
the former world, we must live according
to knowledge. The knowledge which God
has revealed to us by his spirit in these
last days sets up high principles of living.
We must live up to those principles. We
must hold fast to this knowledge by living
according to it and by giving it out to
others. VIe must increase in knowledge in
harmony with the predicted increase of
knowledge, to make us strong to bear all
the pressures of these perilous times. "A
wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowl­
edge increaseth might." (Prov. 24:5, AS)
So let us wisely continue taking in knowl­
edge from on high.

18 We may not know now the day or the
hour when the battle of Armageddon will
break out and the wicked heavens and
earth of the Devil's world will be dissolved
to make way for the new heavens and earth
of the precious new world. We do not need
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and with blood will I enter into judgment Jesus Christ, whom he has now sent forth
with him; and I will rain upon him, and as King!
upon his hordes, and upon the many peo­
ples that are with him, an overflowing
shower, and great hailstones, fire, and
brimstone. And I will magnify myself, and
sanctify myself, and I will make myself
known in the eyes of many nations; and
they shall know that I am Jehovah. And
I will send a fire on Magog, and on them
that dwell securely in the isles; and they
shall know that I am Jehovah.... nei­
ther will I suffer my holy name to be pro­
faned any more: and the nations shall
know that I am Jehovah, the Holy One in
Israel. Behold, it cometh, and it shall be
done, saith the Lord Jehovah; this is the
day whereof I have spoken."-Ezek. 38:
21-23 and 39: 6-8, AS.

16 Christ Jesus the King will act as Jeho­
vah's executional officer amid that world
destruction, and the fact that he is now
present in his kingdom and owns the earth
as his domain will be forcibly revealed to
all his opposers. Their destruction will
bring welcome relief to all of us who choose
to know and obey God. As it is written:
"It is righteous on God's part to repay
tribulation to those who make tribulation
for you, but, to you who suffer tribulation,
relief along with us at the revelation of the
Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful
angels in a flaming fire, as he brings due
punishment upon those who do not know
God and those who do not obey the good
news about our Lord Jesus. These very
ones will pay the penalty of everlasting
destruction from before the Lord and from
the glory of his strength, at the time he
comes to be glorified." ( 2 Thess. 1: 6-10,
NW) What an INGLORIOUS end for their
disobedient failure to take in now the
knowledge of the only true God and of

16, Who wlll act as God 's ex ecutional officcr? How
will he rew ard the ob edl cnt on es and th ose will fu lly
Ignorant ?

17, What do we expect for ou rselves at Armageddon ?
So wh at must we do no w r espec ting knowled ge ?
18. Do we know the t lrne for Ar mageddon '! How, then
m ust we llve ? '
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to know, but every day we can live in the
consciousness that it is near. We can live
lives that harmonize with our steadfast
hope of soon entering the glorious new
things which Jehovah God will create. No
more living for the old world for us!

19 The apostle Peter looked forward to
this new world, and he tried to live worthy
of entering it. And especially for the bene­
fit of us living at this world climax he
wrote telling us how he tried to live and
how we ought to live. After describing the
world-wide flood of Noah's time and then
the thieflike arrival of J ehovah's destruc­
tive day upon the Devil's heavens and
earth, Peter wrote: "Since all these things
are thus to be dissolved, what sort of per­
sons ought you to be in holy acts of con­
duct and deeds of godly devotion, awaiting
and keeping close in mind the presence of
the day of Jehovah, through which the
heavens being on fire will be dissolved and
the elements being intensely hot will melt.
But there are new heavens and a new earth
that we are awaiting according to his
promise, and in these righteousness is to
dwell. Hence, beloved ones, since you are
awaiting these things, do your utmost to

19. What sort of pe rsons does P eter sa y we oug h t to be ?

be found finally by him spotless and un­
blemished and in peace. Furthermore, con­
sider the patience of our Lord as salvation."
-2 Pet. 3:11-15, NW.

211 As we are expecting to enter the new
world in which righteousness is to dwell,
then let us live in righteousness. We know
the Lord God's day is coming for the de­
struction of all those who are spotted and
blemished with this world and not at peace
with God. He will approve only those whom
he finds spotless, unblemished and in peace.
These he will preserve through the world's
end. And if we daily do our utmost to be
found finally, at that last day of this world,
in a spotless, unblemished and peaceful
condition, what else could this mean but
that we will win his approval and protec­
tion and will survive the fiery end into the
brigh t new world with its glor ies ? What a
wonderful possibility! What an opportunity
of all opportunities! By the undeserved
kindness from on high, we will avail our­
selves of it by faithfully taking in the
knowledge of the true God and of Jesus
Christ, for "this means everlasting life".
-John 17:3, NW.

20. Wh at do es liv in g that way m ean for us a t the
world's end ? So what will we do':

elergyman Notes Faith of Jehovah's Witnesses

One of Jehovah's witnesses preaching from door to door in Arkansas met a
householder who said, "I wish all you J ehovah's wi tnesses could have heard our
pastor yesterday. He gave a wonderful sermon on faith. " Then this person qu oted
the clergyman as saying: "I don't kn ow how you feel about it , but in my est imation
there is only one organization on this earth that really has faith in what th ey
believe, and that is the organization of Jehovah's witnesses, Would you [pointing
to congregation] have the faith and courage to stand on the street corner and put
forth your views and be laughed at, scorned, mocked, arrested, beaten and put in
prison and still continue to do it? Would you have the fa it h and courage to stand
there in the snow, rain and heat and not become discouraged? Would you have
the faith and courage to ring door bell after door bell and re ceive in return doors
slammed in your face and still continue in your belief? I don't believe you can say
that you have that kind of fai th. If our church had the kind of faith that this group
of Jehovah's witnesses have, we 'd have a tremendous organization. "



'"J1HE majority of men fight death with
.1 the wrong weapons. The first human

pair blundered, for they sought to retain
life by disobeying God. Rejecting Jehovah's
warning that disobedience to him would
mean death, Eve listened to Satan's pre­
scription that godlike living safe from
death would come to her by eating for­
bidden fruit. Adam, though not deceived,
foolishly followed his wife 's diet that she
supposed would lead to an enlightened
existence as gods. But instead it opened
the door to death, not only for Adam and
Eve but for all their descendants.-Gen.
2:17; 3:3-6,19; 5:5; Rom. 5:12.

Satan had said to Eve "Ye shall not
surely die" and "Ye shall be as gods" ; and
since false religion's beginning till now it
has taken up these satanic lies as its chief
assurance against death. Religious teach­
ings of reincarnation and of immortality of
the human soul are as false as their founda­
tion laid by Satan the Devil. The following
Bible texts prove them so: "What man is
he that liveth, and shall not see death ?
shall he deliver his soul from the hand of
the grave?" "His breath goeth forth , he
returneth to his earth ; in that very day his
thoughts perish." "That which befalleth
the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so
dieth the other; yea, they have all one
breath; so that a man hath no preeminence
above a beast: for all is vanity. All go unto
one place; all are of the dust, and all turn
to dust again." "The living know that they

shall die: but the dead know
not any thing, neither have
they any more a reward; for
the memory of them is forgot­
ten. Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest." "The soul that

sinneth, it shall die." "The wages sin pays
is death."-Ps. 89:48; 146:4; Eccl. 3:19, 20;
9:5,10; Ezek. 18:4; Rom. 6:23, NW.

VICTORY EFFORTS OF FALSE RELIGIO:'i

But false religion in ancient times had
more to offer than Satan's lie that death
was just the doorway to spirit immortality.
It sought to heal through the practice of
medicine, and from ancient times the
priests of pagan reli gions were the doctors
and physicians, and claimed to possess su­
pernatural powers to cure both body and
soul. They believed sickness the work of an
evil spirit or visitation from a deity, and
the prescription involved sorcery or occult
divination. If the ailment was from a de­
mon, the patient was subjected to horrible
treatment in the belief that if the demon's
abode, the patient's body, was made miser­
able enough the demon could not stand it
and would flee. So the medicine men made
deafening noises and terrifying faces, while
the sick one underwent heat or other pain
and inhaled nauseating odors. Quite a bed­
side manner, those religious doctors had.

Some of the Jews that fell away from
God's worsh ip used as medicines such items
as fish gall, saliva , cowdung, urine, and
bat's blood. Chinese medicine men brewed
superst it ious prescriptions with quackery
and black magic. Powdered turtle shells
were to give long life, tiger bones soaked
in wine were to give the tiger's strength,
gorilla blood for feminine ailments, pow­
dered snakeskin for rheumatism, and pow-

2S~
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dered lizardskin for stomach trouble and
hiccups. Herbs were used to a de g r e e,
especially by the Hebrews and Egyptians,
and the latter gained a meager knowledge
of anatomy and produced a few surgical
instruments. The Greeks combined the su­
perstitions of Babylon and Persia with
the medical learning of the Egyptians, and
medical schools sprang up, one of which
is attributed to Hippocrates, who is called
the father of medicine.

Medical knowledge with which to fight
death was on the advance, but with the
rise of papal dictatorship by a religious or­
ganization during the Dark Ages this ad­
vance was halted and turned back. The
prevailing religion of that time was op­
posed to the invasion of the field of healing
by scholarly doctors, was against the spoil­
ing of pastures long dominated by the
priests. Surgery and bodily cleanliness and
other health measures were opposed, and in
their stead were practiced such supersti­
tions as carrying horse chestnuts in your
pocket to cure rheumatism, placing a cat­
fish on your brow to cure epilepsy, wearing
amulets and religious medals to cure any­
thing and everything, and even eating
pages of the Bible that told of miracles
was practiced to gain miraculous cures. But
during all this time priestly medicine men
of these false religions gained no victory
over death.

MODERN MEDICINE SEEKS VICTORY

After the Reformation medical knowl­
edge surged ahead, and in this atomic age
its discoveries rocket along at supersonic
speed. The attacks on the enemy death
come from many battle fronts-from phy­
sicians, surgeons, herbalists, dieticians,
chiropractors, osteopaths, etc., and even
from some religionists who say that your
ruptured appendix or your gallstones are
only in your head. But, despite it all, the

enemy death continues laying low patient
and healer alike. Against the penalty of
death is directed the full force of what men
hail as science's brilliant accomplishments,
as different brands of doctors massage
muscles, manipulate bones, jab with their
needles, inject their serums, pepper you
with pills, reduce you, fatten you, fast you,
feed you, exercise you, and even slit you
with the surgeon's blade to cast as a peace
offering to the enemy death an appendix, a
tonsil, a kidney, a leg or an arm-but even
this desperate retreat before disease soon
comes to a stone wall as some vital organ
is cornered and death collects its prey.

Do not misunderstand. Doctors today
relieve much suffering, prolong many lives,
render praiseworthy service to humanity,
and deserve credit for the good they do.
But the point being made is that their
battle against death is only a delaying ac­
tion, not a final victory. Any deliverance
from disease they effect only hands the
patient over to the clutches of old age.
The delaying action is but brief postpone­
ment, and death is so patient, the grave can
wait. And it never has to wait long, even
if man reaches the Biblical life span of
"threescore years and ten" or "fourscore
years". (Ps. 90:10) At best, man's present
life on this earth is fleeting. As Job said:
"Man that is born of a woman is of few
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth
like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth
also as a shadow, and continueth not."
-Job 14:1,2; Ps. 102:11; 144:4; Isa.
40:6,7.

Today's doctors may not lay a fish on
your head to cure epilepsy or give you
powdered lizardskin for hiccups, but for
all their scientific advances they are no
nearer to a real victory over death than
the witch doctor of antiquity. What if
science has brought a torrent of brilliant
medical weapons up to the front to fight
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death? Death continues to stalk through
the fields of humanity and leaves in its
wake windrow upon windrow of felled
corpses. Several causes might be cited as
contributors to death's rising toll, but the
two vital ones are man's continuing degen­
eration and Satan's foretold woes of wars
and calamities, famines and pestilences, for
these last days of this evil world.-Matt.
24:3,7; Rev. 12:12.

HOW VICTORY conss
Yet this flood of death-dealing woes is

no cause for being disheartened or down­
cast, for after predicting such things Christ
Jesus said: "But as these things start to
occur, raise yourselves erect and lift your
heads up, because your deliverance is get­
ting near." (Luke 21:28, NW) Deliverance
from suffering, sickness and death by this
world's end and a righteous new world's
beginning. But by whose hand does deliver­
ance from death come? From men? Psalm
49: 7,14,15 answers no: "None of them
can by any means redeem his brother, nor
give to God a ransom for him. Like sheep
they are laid in the grave; death shall feed
on them; and the upright shall have do­
minion over them in the morning; and their
beauty shall consume in the grave from
their dwelling. But God will redeem my soul
from the power of the grave."

Jehovah God redeems men by meeting
the law requirement of a ransom, by send­
ing Jesus to earth "to give his soul a ran­
som in exchange for many". (Lev. 17:11;
Deut. 19:21; Matt. 20:28, NW) And how in
a practical way does this victory over death
come through Christ Jesus? By a resurrec­
tion of the dead! By opening the graves,
emptying them, releasing from them the
numberless human dead that the death
penalty has stored up for the past thou­
sands of years! Scriptural testimony
abounds on this point. "Since death is
through a man, resurrection of the dead is

also through a man. For just as in Adam
all are dying, so also in the Christ all will
be made alive." "There is going to be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the
unrighteous." "The hour is coming in
which all those in the memorial tombs will
hear his voice and come out, those who
did good things to a resurrection of life,
those who practiced vile things to a resur­
rection of judgment." (1 Cor. 15:21,22;
Acts 24:15; John 5:28,29, NW) Those
who then obey will live forever, for it is
concerning that resurrection time that
Jesus said, "Everyone that is living and
exercises faith in me will never die at all."
-John 11:23-26, NW.

Proverbs 30: 15, 16 discloses that the
grave is one of those things that never says,
It is enough. For centuries it has gorged
and stuffed itself, but the gluttonous grave
will be emptied by the resurrection of the
dead and the "second death" in Gehenna
will be avoided by the eternal obedience
of those who attain to Jehovah's new world.
And why will the Armageddon survivors
and the resurrected ones that prove faith­
ful not eventually die again? Because the
sin and degeneration inherited from Adam
will be erased by the ransom, and because
the Devil that possesses the power of death
will be destroyed. (Heb. 2 :14; Rev. 20:10)
At Jehovah's battle of Armageddon it is
Satan that will be laid low, and he will
not be revived for a thousand years, and
then only a little season elapses till he has
the tables turned on him forever, being
destroyed by Christ Jesus. As Satan has
sown, so shall he reap. He has sown sin ,
he will reap destruction for himself. At
his annihilation there will be no funeral, no
mourners, no tears, only joy and happiness.

ETERNAL LIFE IN A NEW WORLD

In that new world, with earth's inhabit­
ants freed of the overlord Satan and prop­
erly organized under the Kingdom reign of
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Christ Jesus, the death that has for so long
ravaged mankind will have been defeated,
swallowed up in victory. No more will war
take a toll of human life. "They shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more." (Isa. 2:4) No
famine, for "then shall the earth yield her
increase" so abundantly that "the plowman
shall overtake the reaper", who because of
heavy yields will still be gathering in
produce when it is time for the plowman
to prepare the ground for next season's
crops. (Ps. 67:6; Amos 9:13) Disease
then? Jehovah promises to heal all diseases,
to bring in health and cure, and that no
more will man say, I am sick. (Ps. 103:3;
Isa. 33:24; Jer. 33:6) Old age? No, for
Job 33:24,25 says: "Deliver him from
going down to the pit: I have found a ran­
som. His flesh shall be fresher than a
child's: he shall return to the days of his
youth." In short, nothing shall hurt or
destroy in that new world without end.
-Isa. 11:9; Eph. 3:21.

Now you may be surprised to hear this,
but it is true that when some persons are
told about a new world of righteousness
wherein joy and happiness reign to the ex­
clusion of all adversity and suffering, they
say that they would not care to live in
such a world, that it would become bore­
some and monotonous. Doubtless you have

heard persons say that they were so tired.
so sick, so sad, or so miserable that they
wished they were dead. But have you ever
heard anyone say that he was so happy
that he wished he were dead? Did any sui­
cide ever leave a note stating that he was
having such a good time that he could
stand it no longer? Of course not. And none
will ever tire of living in a new world where
no sorrow nor sickness nor death will mar
happy existence, but all will long enjoy the
work given into their hands at that time
by their Creator.-Isa. 65:22; Rev. 21:1-5.

To sum up, death has been having its
day for nearly 6,000 years. Soon life will
have its day forever. Death has won many
battles, but in the end it will lose the war.
It is not men who thrash it. It is not
whipped by religious doctrines of immortal
souls. Reincarnation can take no victory
bows. Neither penicillin nor pills nor pow­
dered lizards can pose with a foot on the
corpse of the enemy death and give vent
to a victory cry. Death is vanquished only
by Jehovah God through the kingdom of
Christ. The way to share in the fruits of
that victory over death is to now follow
the way of life. Would you care to share
in the spoils of victory, namely, eternal
life? Then heed the divine prescription for
life : "This means everlasting life, their
taking in knowledge of you, the only true
God, and of the one whom you sent forth,
Jesus Christ."-John 17:3, NW.



OUT of war-torn and clergy-ridden
Greece come both good and bad

reports about Jehovah's witnesses.
The bad news tells about the terrible suf­
fering that continues to be inflicted upon
these humble Christians. The good news,
on the other hand, relates how Almighty
God is not only upholding and sustaining
his witnesses in their affliction, but also
how he is giving them marvelous opportu­
nities in which to tell others about both
Jehovah's loving-kindness and tender mer­
cy toward the meek of the earth, and his
fierce and terrible anger shortly to be un­
leashed upon all of mankind's wicked op­
pressors. This thrilling news report will
cheer and comfort the hearts of all persons
of all nations who love and fight for free­
dom and truth.

Last year on April 12, in Athens, nine of
Jehovah's witnesses were cruelly arrested
while celebrating a most solemn feast, the
Memorial supper instituted by Christ the
night in which he was betrayed. These
brethren of Christ were sentenced to many
months in prison. This year, notwithstand­
ing the fact that there was neither mar­
tiallaw nor emergency measures in force
as a pretense for such wicked action, God's
enemies again swooped down on Jehovah's
witnesses. This time the incident occurred
at Serres .in Macedonia, where 35 of the
Lord's people and 4 interested persons of
good will were assembled for the Memorial
in obedience to Christ's command. All were
arrested, tried by a prejudiced court, and
sentenced to jail terms ranging from 3 to
7 months in prison, and fines from 100,000

to 300,000 drachmas, and one year police
paroles to follow.

You will be interested to know upon
what the judges in that tyrannical country
based their decision. A translation of that
portion of the infamous sentence, No. 233,
reads:

" ... that is to say, these, belonging
to the heresy of Jehovah's witnesses, put
in operation a prayer-meeting home, hav­
ing used for the purpose a room in the
house of John Duzulikopulos, located at
33 Megalou Alexandrou street, which was
properly arranged for the occasion by plac­
ing sea ts, benches, one suitably laid table,
whereon they had placed unleavened bread
and other vessels of their mass and vari­
ous books of the heresy of Jehovah's wit­
nesses, such as The Watchto'Wm' and the
like, seized by the authorities, and intend­
ed for their celebrating Christ's Memorial
(Passover) ...."

There is, however, another and a bright­
er side to this black inquisitional cloud of
persecution. The trial lasted a whole day
and was attended by about 500 persons
who heard a tremendous witness about the
work and faith of Jehovah's people. Even
the court had to deliberate for 2-J hours in
order to reach a decision. Comments on
the trial were published by the newspapers
at Serres, Salonica and Athens. So in the
end, everything proved to the glory of J e­
hovah's name. As for the judgment handed
down, an appeal was taken to a higher
court at Salonica.
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GOSPEL-PREACHING IN GREE K P RISONS

The assistant company servant in the
Athens group of J ehovah's witnesses re­
cently completed a 120-day sentence in
prison, not because he had done wrong, but
because he serves God. In a letter he re­
counts the won d el' f u I experiences that
were his during his imprisonment , and
from this letter the remainder of this arti­
cle is taken.

"At firs t I was put in a provisional pris­
on together with 27 to 30 other pr isoners,
all of which were put in one cell intended
for only 5 or 6 persons. But it was a rela­
t ively tolerable room in point of cleanness
and type of prisoners. Most of the others
were merchants, military officers, lawyers ,
physicians, professors, gendarmes and oth­
er professionals.

"I was kept there 14 days and during
that time 84 different pr isoners passed
through the room. By the Lord 's grace it
was possible to hold two-hour public meet­
ings every evening at which time talks
were given about J ehovah's kingdom by
Christ and about God's blessings of the
future. All heard the witness that was
given. Even the chief of depar tment , his as­
sistant, and all the jailers and gendarmes
also heard. Thereafter, two of them mani­
fested exceptional interest in the t ruth and
today I started a home Bible study with
one of them.

"Afterwards, I was taken to another
prison in Athens , and because I did not
want to disown Jehovah the God whom I
worship, as demanded by the chief guard­
ian, I was locked up with about 73 dan­
gerous evil-doers and hashish-smokers.
[Hashish is an intoxicating narcot ic with
the stupefying power of opium. ] These
people, in spite of their degenerate condi­
tion, were well aware of the Bible truth,
having learned considerably from others
of J ehovah's witnesses who in times pas t
had also been caged there.

"By the way, I deem it my duty to tell
you that so far as I have been able to
ascertain, the conduct of Jehovah' s wit ­
nesses who have served sentences in this
and other pr isons, and in the Makronesus
and Yura prison islands, has contri buted
to a great adver tising of the Lord's name.
This it seems is because of the Christian
conduct of the brethren, and their pru­
dence and Theocratic tactfulness during
their various discussions. Thus the ground
was suitably prepared by the time I ar­
rived, and hence my 'public speeches' were
greatly appreciated.

"Several among this group, however,
heard for the first t ime about the Bible,
about a loving God and his Kingdom,
about the coming battle of Armageddon,
an d the imperative need for them to take
their stand now at the right hand of Christ
the King. These supposedly 'evildoers and
dope fiends' listened with enthusiasm,
and requested that no day or evenin g
pass without the giving of a Bible talk
and discussion from Goa 's Word. As time
went on, several of them, full of joy, were
heard crying out to the jailers that from
now on they are J ehovah's witnesses!
Indeed, they would try to cease their
smoking, and two of them actually suc­
ceeded. They star ted to study the Bible,
and before I left they took note of my
home address so that upon their release
from prison they can have a regular home
Bible study started in their own hom e.

"My presence am idst these unfo rtunate
people gave them a fur ther opportunity to
hear the good news of the Kingdom, and
not only to hear but also to strengthen
their hope for life under J ehovah's king­
dom rule by Christ.

"At the end of those 17 days, I was
called before the pr ison's director, who
very civilly and politely recommended
that I speak no more and make no more
'propaganda', as it was rep orted to him
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"After learning that Jehovah is God, the
director of the prison, who at first was so
severe, ordered me to be taken to a better
wing, to a room called Colona7ci (meaning
the 'aristocratic qua r tel"), perhaps be­
cause he reasoned that those in there
would give no heed to the message, owing
to their social station in life and because
many of them were scientists and educated
atheists. However, developments were alto­
gether different.
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by his secret agents who are usually found "In my immediate cell a broad witness
in each of the prison rooms. As part of the was given to the 12 inmates in the form
bargain, and an inducement for me to com- of lectures and discussions. They recog­
ply with his request, the director prom- nized that Jehovah's witnesses are con­
ised to transfer me to another wing in sistent in their practice with what they
the prison, thus affording me more freedom believe according to the Bible. They knew
and ease. that orthodox religions have become the

"In replying to this offer, the director instruments of politics, that they are hu­
allowed me to explain that the mere dis- man institutions based on traditions, and
cussion of my faith is not 'propaganda', that their teachings conflict with the Bible.
and since speech itself, the mere use of the "This cell I was in was quite different
tongue, is not prohibited, it is most pleas- from all the others I had been in until
ant for me to talk about the coming bless- then, for not only did I have more ease
ings of the Creator and his Kingdom, in- and comfort, but I was also allowed free
stead of gossiping and discussing other communication with the crowd of prison­
subjects and things. I added that Jeho- ers throughout the whole wing from 8: 30
vah's witnesses do not meddle in matters a.m, to 6 p.m. So the Lord permitted me
and affairs of politics and business; that to become acquainted with this multitude
they are exclusively interested in knowing of about 600 persons, some of whom
their Creator. So I availed myself of this proved to be 'sheep'.
opportunity to explain to him in brief our "One of these sheeplike persons was
faith and God's will as stated in the Bible. such a fanatical religionist prior to learn-

"'But why do you call God Jehovah'!' ing the truth that he had bought all the
he asked. Ll1 reply I said: 'The answer may publications written by a professor in the
be given to you by the religious inspector Athens University against the witnesses.
of the prisons himself, who is here pres- These he had donated to the prison's li­
ent.' With that I turned to this gentleman, brary in the hope that the other prisoners
who replied without hesitating: 'God's would not be deluded by what he called
name is Jehovah, whether we like it or the 'heretic witnesses of Jehovah'. But be­
not.' Well, my joy was very great, because cause this man was honest of heart, like
the director heard from the mouth of an the Pharisee Saul who later became the
Orthodox clergyman that Jehovah is the apostle Paul, so now this person is a zeal-
name of God! ous witness for Jehovah.

"I must relate still another very inter­
esting experience. A well-known professor
in the Athens University published a sort
of letter of criticism against Jehovah's wit­
nesses in the Athens paper Estia, which
contained this statement: 'They [Jeho­
vah's witnesses] distort the Bible and ex­
plain the Revelation, which is a sealed and
closed book for all and forever.' This pub­
lication caused quite a stir in our prison
cell, and a fellow prisoner, who was a law­
yer, after reading the professor's state­
ment, asked whether I had any different
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opinion. I told him: 'First I shall hear your
own opinion, but before you speak, read
Revelation 22: 10.' So from a copy of the
New Testament published by the Orthodox
Brotherhood he read the Scripture: 'Seal
not the sayings of the prophecy of this
book.' Thereupon he exclaimed: 'It is very
obvious that the professor is not right, and
I am amazed at his boldness to publicly in­
sult Jehovah's witnesses and distort the
truth so bombastically.'

"The other listeners in the cell also has­
tened to read the paper's publication and
the verse referred to in Revelation, and
they too showed surprise at the professor's
false statement. Giving them more infor­
mation I said: 'If you now read Revelation
1:1 where it is written, "The Revelation
of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,
to shew unto his servants," you will read­
ily understand that this book is sealed and
closed for the professor because he is not

Isolated Publishers in Hawaii

a servant of Christ, but the book is not
closed to the servants of God and Christ,
Jehovah's witnesses. The very name of the
book, Revelation, shows it would not be
closed forever.'

"Now how many of those prisoners, who
showed interest in this message of truth,
will go ahead and progress in their knowl­
edge of the Bible, only the Lord knows.
Jehovah God knows His own, and will not
permit any of His sheep to be lost. I thank
the Lord with all my heart for the blessed
experiences granted me during my deten­
tion. Out of season for me, but in season
for those prisoners, I tried to avail myself
of every opportunity to preach the Word.
It is most evident from these experiences
that all these hardships, persecutions and
imprisonments heaped upon Jehovah's
witnesses here in Greece only go to prove
the glory and majesty and greatness of our
God, whose name alone is Jehovah!"

It was very joyful at Kawaihae last Friday to find at least three isolated
publishers in this beach town. One family said they were immersed about ten
years a go by an early brother in the territory. One of t hem had seen us at the
Chinese store and later stopped us on the road to contact us. It seems tha t
no one had called here for over three years , and the religionists had t r ied t o
get them to burn their books, but they ref used and plainly told them why.
One family lost their home in the tidal wave of April, 1946, and they lost eve r y­
thing except the Salvation book. Now they would like to get some of these
older books again. They took copies of the publications which we had with
us at the t ime and subscribed for the W atchtow er and Awake! m agazine s.
The Awake! magaz ine and E quippetl. book we re entirely new to them, and
they we re overjoyed when we tol d them of the m any things that had happened
since someon e called there last. They didn't know about the Gilead school
and the convent ions. \Ve arranged to call there again in two weeks and hold
a study in the book "Let God Be True" and help them to get organized for the
Kingdom service. There a re many isolated places on this la rge island of
Hawaii, and, by the Lord's grace, we hope to be able to reach them soon.
- Special pioneer.



forerunner of those who forge vessels of
bronze [copper] and iron." (Gen. 4:22,
Catholic Confraternity Version) Sin c e
Tubal-cain was a great-great-great-grand­
son of Enoch, Cain's son, and Enoch was
born near the time that Seth was born ;
Tubal-cain was probably a contemporary
of Seth's great-great-g I' e a t-g I' and son
Enoch, the son of Jared," Since Enoch, the
son of Jared, was born in 3404 B.C., Tubal­
cain's metal-working probably took place
in the thirty-fourth century B.C. or a little
later," And as it is the latest event men­
tioned in 'Adam's history book', that book
was probably written in the thirty-fourth
century B.C. or later; but not later than
the end of the thirty-fi rst century B.C., be­
cause Adam died in 3096 B.C. So 'Adam's
history book' was written probably be­
tween about 3350 and 3096 B.C:·

But this book is not the first one men­
tioned in the Bible. Genesis 2 :4 says :
"This is the book of the generation of
heaven and earth." iBaqs ter'« Septuagint)
While this book of the "story of the heav­
ens and the ear th" (Confratm'nity) was
not necessar ily written in Eden," it is prob­
ably older than 'Adam's history book'.

So writing has been done on earth since
Adam's time. Since he died 726 years be­
fore the flood came, wr it ing must have
started not later than that many years be-

2 However , Tubal-ca ln cou ld have precede d Enoch,
so n of J a red, by a bou t a century, fo r Lamech , Tuba l­
ca in 's fathe r, was not necessarI ly as old whe n Tubal­
caIn was born as Jared was (162) wh en hIs son Enoch
was born. L nm ech could have be en as yo ung when
T ub al-ca in was born as Mahalalel was (65) when his
son Jared was born.-Gen . 4 :1, 17-22, 25; 5 :3-18.

3 Accord Ing to footnotea this could have taken place
In the th irty-fifth century B.C.

1 The Hebrew word toledo tn, often t ransl a ted " ge n- 4 AccordIng to roo tnotea It could have been as early as
era tl ons" , sho uld be translated "history" at Genesis til e t hIrty-fift h century B.C.
2 :4 ; 5 :1 a nd 6 :9, as proved In The W atc htower of S See the J uly I , 1948, Wa tch tower, pa ge 202, para-
July I , 1948, pages 200 and 201, par ag ra phs 10 to 13. graph 20.
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people believed

that Moses was the first to invent writing,
doing so in order to carry out God's com­
mandment: "The LORD said unto Moses,
Write this for a memorial in a book." (Ex.
17:14) But even before this, in the days of
Job, this man of affliction had cried out:
"Oh that my defence were written, oh that
my case could be preserved in writing, cut
with an iron pen on lead, or lastingly en­
graved on stone!" He also spoke of "the
scroll which my opponent has written".
(Job19:23, 24, lifo; 31 :35,36, AT) Attimes
scoffers have sought to discredit the Bible
statement that Moses wrote the first five
books, by claiming that wr iting was un­
known at his time.

However, in recent years archaeologists
have unearthed proof not only that writ­
ing was known at the time of Moses and
even Job, but that it was used many cen­
turi es before the existence of these two
men, even before the flood of Noah's day,
in 2370 B.C. The questions arise, How long
before the flood did writing start? Where
did it start? What was preflood writing '
like ? How was it done? Why did Jehovah
have a preflood written record kept? This
ar ticle, backed by the authoritative sourc­
es shown in the footnotes , attempts to an­
swer these questions.

"This is the book of the generations of
Adam. " The use of the word book implies
writing. 'Adam's wr itten history" (Gen.
2:5 to 5: 2) covers the period from man's
creat ion to the t ime of Tubal-cain, " the
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11 G. R. D rlvgr, i bi d ., page 4.
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that the InscrI ptions found at Gebal were made. Con­
cernIng these Inscripti on s W. F . Albrigh t ( i b id
page 185) says : "Some of these Impre ssions contain .~
dozen or more sepa rate 'pictog raphs' a r ranged In a
regula r order .. . . On ly the fut ure can tell us whet he r
we are r ea lly dealing here with a kind or wrtt lnz or
no t. " 0

13 Seton Ll oyd. i b id " page 13.

B ROOKLYN, N. Y.

Later than the inscript ions at Ghassul
inscript ions begin to show up in Shinar.
Shinar was the flat plain built up by the
mud, clay, etc ., laid down by the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers and was later called
also "Babylonia"." Apparently this flat
plain was still under water, and hence un­
~nhabited, when Tubal-cain was working
ill metals, for copper objects are found in
0e highlands to the north of it before an y
SIgnS of human habitat ion appear in Shi­
nar.? The first to settle in Shinar were
highlanders from the reg ion east of Shi­
n.ar.o They began to go there during the
t ime that the inscriptions were being made
at Ghassul. If they could write, they must
have done so on perishable materials for. . 'no Inscription of theirs has been found,
Next, some mountaineers from the cen ter
of what is now Turkey came down into
Shinar and settled in Erech an d other
cities. " A while afterward their writine
began to appear on clay tablets the first
writing to show up in Shinar. From this
earliest period of preflood writing in Shi­
nar several tablets have been found: 570
at Erech, one at Kish (just east of the
place where the tower of Babel was later
built) , one at Umma and one from anothe r
Shinar site." This period is known as the
Uruk (Erech) period." In the next period,
known as the Jemdet Nasr period, people
from the eastern highlands came down in­
to Shinar." It was during this period that
the flood came, probably toward the end.
From the earlier part of the J emdet Nasr
period 34 inscribed tablets have been

G G. R. DrIver, Sem it ic W riting (19-18). pages 90, 91.
7 W . F . Albrtgh t , The Arctiaeotom, of Palest i ne (J 949)

pages 45 and 66. '

WHERE?

If Adam did not write the 'history of
the heavens and the earth' in Eden, then
we do not know exactly where writing
started. Since two of the rivers which
flowed out of the garden of Eden (the
Euphrates and Hiddekel, or Tigris) rise in
or near Armenia, the garden of Eden was
probably somewhere in what is now known
as Armenia. Genesis 3: 24 indicates that
Adam was driven eastward out of the gar­
den of Eden, but the Scriptures do not re­
veal whether he remained there to the day
of his death, or whether he moved abo ut.
His son Cain moved to the land of Nod,
also east of Eden. (Gen. 4: 16) While pre­
flood human remains in various parts of
the earth show that man had moved to
various parts of the earth before the flood
came, we know nothing of Adam's move­
ments after his expulsion from Eden.

Remains of preflood writing have been
found in Elam (at Shushan) and in Shinar
and possibly at Ghassul in the southern
Jordan valley and at Gebal on the Phoeni­
cian coast. Of these remains the oldest are
those found in Shinar, if what was found
at Ghassul was not writing.

At Ghassul a large number of inscribed
objects have been dug up, including stones
pebbles, seals, bricks, and broken pottery:
About 150 pieces of broken pottery (pot­
sherds) have only one sign, others have
from two to six signs each, and about 170
stones have similar inscriptions. All these
marks are scratched on the objects. Most
of the lines are straight, while curved lines
are very rare." This writing, if it really is
writ ing, was done after Tubal-cain began
to work in metals, for these marked ob­
jects appear sometime after copper objects
do.'
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fore the flood and possibly much earlier.
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17 D. Dl rtngl r , i bid. , page 34; G. R . Dr iver, i bid .,
pages 46 and 47.

l S G. R. Dri ver , Ibid., pa ges 50 and 51.
iu G. R. Drlver, Ibid ., pa ges 6, 5i, an d 61.

an ideograph to represent the word heav­
en, sky, or god. However, signs appear
in these inscr iptions that do not resem­
ble any object, signs that may rep resent
words with abstract meanings." Did they
resemble some object in their or iginal
forms, or had they never been used as
pictographs? Some 900 different signs
have been found in the 570 oldest tablets
from Erech. Perhaps this is not half the
number that were in use. The 194 tablets
from Jemdet Nasr have about 400 differ­
ent signs. Of the 900 signs fro m early
Erech 31 mean "sheep" , perhaps to dis­
tinguish their breed or quality. In the 34
tablets fro m Erech of the early Jemdet
Nasr period, only three different signs are
used which mean "sheep" . The reason may
be that instead of using a totally different
sign to indicate sheep of different breeds

or qualities, the dif­
ferent breed or qual­
ity was indicated by
another sign used
with the same one for
sheep."

In the later Jemdet
Nasr period a certain
sign is sam e tim e s
used not to represent
the word for which it
stands but the sound
of the syllable which

was added to a word to make it plural."
Since one sign migh t stand for several

different words, the way that the writer
indicated which one of the words he meant
was to write with it another sign to indi­
cate the gene ral class to which the word
belonged . Such added signs are called de­
termina tives. The sign for god, * , be­
came one of such determinatives, and was
used with the names of their demon gods.

RA~YN I A

(~~., \..,
: Jon' I1 . i" l'lasr
••••,.~~ S~u.han

lim its o f Shinor \~n .....1~ '\l
or.d eee stll ne ct .......~,. "--"...
ti me 01 .~dom · s rrech1r '__ ...,

creollo n U rrir.1 Q .
CocstHfie a t ti me .
a l the flo~d _

14 It Is trom this time that the considerable colle ction
or Ins criptions t rom Shushan dates . (G. R. Dr iver.
ibid ., page 4) The Shushan writing does not seem to be
der ived trom the Sh lna r writing, but both seem to have
a com mon so urce In some older wr ltl ng.- G. R. Drlvcr,
i bi d ., page 2 ; D. Dlrlnglr, The A ll1habet (In 18) , page 54.

15 D. Dlrlngir, ib id ., pages 45 and 46 .
1" G. R. Dr iver , i bid ., pages 2, 6, 28.

W HAT P P.EFLOOD W RI TING WAS LI KE

In Shinar the writ ing on preflocd tablets
consists of numbers followed by depicted
objects. Thus the tab-
lets were economic IT u
rather than histor-
ical.10 If any his tor-
ical writing was done
there before the flood
it must have been on
perishable materials.

In the earliest Sh i­
nar texts found some
of the signs are picto­
graphs or pictures of
the objects they are
intended to represent, but many are used
as ideographs too, that is, the sign is used
to represent the underlying ideas associat­
ed wit h the things they represent as pic­
tures; for exa mple, a sign made up of
three, four, or five intersecting lines ,
* * "*~, was evidently a pictograph rep­
resenting a star, but it was used also as

found at Erech and a few at other places
in Shinar. '> From the latter part of that
period 194 inscribed tablets have been dug
up at Jemdet Nasr itself," a site in Shinar
about 17 miles northeas t of Kish.> As will
be shown later , the very form of the writ­
ing showed that it did not start in Shinar,
but that it was brought there from the
mountains. Why, then, do the inscr iptions
not begin to show up as soon as the moun­
taineers move into Shinar? Possibly be­
cause when they first settled there they
wrote on perishable materials that have
not been preserved to our day, and it was
only later that they started to use clay as
a material to wr ite on.>
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~4 G. IT. Driver . i IJid., page 49.
:!~, G. R . Driv er, HJid ., pa~.{e SO.
~ li D . D i l'ln g-!r. ib id ., pa ge 0.1 3.
~ . G. R. Drlve r. i b id ., pa ges Sand 9.
2S T he W a tch to wer of .Iu ly I , HilS, page 20-1,

gra ph 34.

The oldest tablets were mostly rectangu­
lar (square or oblong) one and a half to
two inches long and one to one and a quar­
ter inch es broad. They were usually made
of clay, though sometimes they were made
of burnt gypsum mixed with sand. While
the clay was still moist an d soft, but not
so soft that it stuck to the writer' s hand,
the signs were written on it with a stylus.
Before the flood the tablets were not
baked, but just allowed to dry in the sun."

From the fore going it appears that writ­
ing started in Adam's time, centur ies be­
for e the flood, in or near Eden, but not in
Shin ar , and became widespread at least
in the Near East. Writing was pictograph­
ic, at least in part. It was scratched on
clay or stone or was put on some perish­
able materi al.

And why did writing get such an early
start? Evidently so that Jehovah could
have a preflood written record of events
kept as a safeg uard against the lapses of
memory of imperfect men, thus insuring
an accurate uncorrupted transmission of
the vital fac~s to future generations of
God's people.";

2 0 D. Dlrlnglr, i b id ., pa ge 43; G. R. Driver , i bi d .,
pa ges 6, 60. and 6l.

2 1 G. R. Driver , i b id ., page 50: " Su ch signs pro ve t he
Sumerlans to ha ve been originally a people dwelllng In
mountainous country."

~2 Journal. 0/ the Univel's i t y 0/ Bombay, Vol. VII,
Part I , J uly, 1938, H . Heras, " T h e Origin of the Su­
merian W riting." page 9 : "This dua l meani ng [h ill ,
country] of the word . . . evidently shows t hat til e
count ry , [. e. , t heir cou ntry, originally was mountai n­
ous."

D. D lrrn gf r, i bid., page 41 : " We a re a lso una bl e to
decide whether t he eunelform system was invented In
Mesopotamia or elsewhere, which seem s more probable."

"3 G. R. Driver , ibid ., pages 39 and 40.
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One instance of such use of it may ap- At Erech during the Uruk period the
pear on a tablet from Erech of the Uruk lines were drawn in the clay and were
period. Another determinative appears on thin. During the early Jemdet Nasr period
the tablets from Je mdet Nasr." the sign was imprinted into the clay and

One of the eviden ces that the Shinar with a coarser stylus ; therefore the lines
writing did not originate there is that the were thicker. ~·1 The curved lines were
symbol for sun was originally a picture of dropped and straight ones took their
the sun rising between two mountain place.t :' It was not until af ter the flood that
peaks, 'CY ."1 If the writing had ori gi- the lines took on the wedgelike appearance
nated in Shinar no doubt the sun would that has given the name cuneiiorni (wedge­
have been shown rising from the level shaped) to aU the Shinar writing on clay,
horizon. Another evidence is th e fact that stone , etc., preflood and postflood.>
the sign for land or homeland, which was
used to designate the fiat level plain of
Shinar, was the picture of three mountain
peaks, "X'. This shows that th ese signs
mus t have been used in the mountains be­
fore they were used in Shinar ."

On the tablets of the Uruk period no
attempt was made to break up the text
into lines or columns or to arrange the
words in logical order. The signs were
more or less unifo rmly distributed over
the tablet without regard to th e sense. On
the larger tablets occasionally hor izontal
lines divided the text into two or three
compartments. During the Jemdet Nasr
period the larger tablets often had ver t ical
lines dividing the signs into groups or com­
partments, though within such bands or
columns the signs were still distributed
without regard to order. The signs in the
right-hand band were to be read first , then
the signs in the next band to the left, etc. "



Joseph, the Foster Father of Jesus

JEHOVAH God, through his active force, the
holy spirit, supervised the recording of the

historical facts found in the Scriptures. No
doubt for good reasons he did not see fit to
have much written down regarding Joseph,
the foster father of His human son Jesus. In
striking contrast to apocryphal lore which is
replete with details regarding Joseph's life,
the Bible contains very little regarding the
humble though vital role that Joseph played
in the early life of Jesus.

Joseph was a descendant of David through
the line of Solomon. He was the son of one
Jacob, the son-in-law of one Heli, OVIatt. 1:16;
Luke 3:23, margin) He was a carpenter and
lived in Nazareth of Galilee. (Matt. 13:55; Luke
2:4) Without doubt, Joseph was a meek and
humble Jew, one who had faith in God and who
desired to do what is right. The few incidents
of his life that are recorded in the Scriptures
show that he was ever obedient to God's com­
mands, whether such were given to him directly
by means of angels or were contained in the
law of Moses.

Joseph was engaged to marry a maiden by
the name of Mary. "During the time .. . Mary
was promised in marriage to Joseph, she was
found to be pregnant by holy spirit before they
were united. However, Joseph her husband, be­
cause he was righteous and did not want to
make hera public spectacle, intended to divorce
her secretly. But after he had thought these
things over, look! Jehovah's angel appeared to
him in a dream, saying: 'Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife home,
for that which has been begotten in her is by
holy spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you
must call his name "Jesus", for he will save his
people from their sins.' Then Joseph woke up
from his sleep and did as the angel of Jehovah
had directed him, and he took his wife home.
But he had no relations with her until she gave
birth to a son; and he called his name 'Jesus'."
- Matt. 1: 18-21,24, 25, NW.

In obedience to the law of God Joseph pre­
sented Jesus at Jerusalem with an offering, as
was required for all male firstborns. There he
and Mary wondered as they heard Simeon utter
his prophecy of the great things tha t Jesus
would do. "So when they had carried out all the
things according to the law of Jehovah, they
went back into Galilee to their own city Naza­
reth."-Luh:e 2:23-39,NlV.

In the meantime three wise men, astrologers
or magi, from the east were directed to Bethle­
hem to bring gifts to the child Jesus while there.
"After they had withdrawn, look! Jehovah's
angel appeared in a dream to Joseph, saying:
'Get up, take the young child and its mother
and flee into Egypt, and stay there until I give
you word; for Herod is about to hunt the young
child to destroy it.' So he got up and took the
young child and its mother by night and with­
drew into Egypt, and he stayed there until the
decease of Herod." -Matt. 2:1-15, NlV.

Upon the death of Herod an angel of Jehovah
again appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
saying: "Get up, take the young child and its
mother and be on your way into the land of
Israel." However, hearing that Herod's son
Ar-chela'us was reigning in his father's stead,
he feared to return to Judea, and "being given
divlne warning in a dream, he withdrew into
the territory of Galilee, and came and settled
in a city named Nazareth".-Matt. 2:19-23, NW.

In some things it seems that Joseph let his
wife Mary take the initiative. Thus we find that
when he and Mary returned to Jerusalem for
the boy Jesus, whom they found in the temple,
it is Mary and 'n ot Joseph who rebukes Jesus.
Mary's reference to Joseph as "your father" is
in striking contrast to the boy Jesus' own
words: "Did YOU not know that I must be in the
house of my Father?" (Luke 2:48,49, NW) As
Jesus grew up Joseph, no doubt, taught him
the carpenter trade, for Jesus was known not
only as the son of a carpenter but also as "the
carpenter, the son of Mary".-Mark 6:3.

The Scriptures are silent as to the death of
Joseph, but that statement at Mark 6: 3 indi­
cates he was then dead. Also it is not likely
that he survived Jesus, for had he done so
Jesus would not have commended his mother
to his favorite disciple and apostle J ohn, "whom
he loved," as he hung on the torture stake.
- J ohn 19:26,27.

Joseph will be among the countless dead
that will hear the voice of the Son of man and
come forth to a resurrection. (John 5: 28,29, NW)
Hearing of 'God's provision for eternal life,
doubtless he will gladly avail himself of it and
will be an obedient subject of the great King,
Christ Jesus, even as he was an obedient servo
ant of God when he was the foster father of
Jesus more than 1900 years ago.
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"STICK TO YOUR WORK"
required. Those privileged to engage in it
would therefore have to stay with it and
not walk off the job.

But how is one today able to stick to
this work begun nearly two thousand
years ago? An important question, espe­
cially in these "last days", when the Devil
is furiously attacking the Lord's servants
in an all-out effort to drive them from
their Kingdom work. (1 Pet. 5: 8,9) Make
no mistake about it, Satan and his demons
will use every trick in the bag in an effort
to turn you away from serving Jehovah
God. If persecution from the world fail s,
he may bring opposition from your close
relatives. If these snares fail to catch you
the wicked one may bait the trap with ma­
terial things-money, position, glittering
entertainment, worldly lusts and vanities.
But if you want to get on with your Theo-
cratic work never take time out to sam­
ple these attractions. Keep your hands on
the plow. Look straight ahead. Never
"look back".-Luke 9:62; 17:31,32.

Answering the question directly: Stick
to your work of gospel-preaching by fol­
lowing the wonderful patterns set by Christ
and his disciples. Your time, strength and
opportunities are limited. Use them as a
true follower of Christ should. Be diligent
in attending the instructive assemblies pro­
vided for you in the Kingdom Halls of
Jehovah's witnesses. Be regular in your
preaching work from house to house. Call
back on people that are interested. Start
Bible studies in the homes of these people
of good will. "Watch yourself and watch
your teaching; stick to your work; if you
do that, you will save your hearers as well
as yourself."-l Tim. 4:16, lifo.

How profitable is this work! Not only
will you and your hearers have joys with
contentment and peace of mind now, but
you will gain life in God's new world.
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WORK that is worth while is very prof­
itable. The expending of energy and

time in doing things and accomplishing
tasks, if they are of the right sort, in the
end proves to be beneficial. But if you do
not know what work is worth while and
of the right sort, then pick out a noble
example of a profitable workman and
follow him. Look to the perfect example
Christ Jesus! He became the slave-servant
of his Father Jehovah God. "My Father
has kept working until now, and I keep
working," he said. (John 5:17, NW) Jesus'
ministry was great and marvelous, his
work was righteous and good and of en­
during value. Profitable to him? Indeed so,
for when it was completed he was exalted
to the highest position in the universe next
to the Most High God. In addition, his
work was most beneficial to all others who
will love and serve Jehovah God.

And how did the Model Workman go
about his praiseworthy task? "Jesus went
about all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every
sickness and every disease among the peo­
ple." (Matt. 9:35) This noble Example
showed his disciples how to put to work
their faculties, talents and abilities in
God's service work. On one occas ion he
sent them out on a preaching tour with
instructions to cover the territory, town
by town, place by place, and to stick to it
until they had completed the circuit.­
Luke 9: 1-6; Matthew 10.

But that did not complete the work;
more of the same thing must follow. Dis­
ciples of Christ as workers would have to
go to "all nations" before this important
work would be finished. (Matt. 28:19,20;
Acts 1: 8) That meant there was still much
work to be done. A lot of territory would
have to be covered. Much time would be



• How many days was Jesus in the tomb?
Some say three full days. Is that correct?
-Vermont subscriber.

No. But some argue so from Jesus' words:
"As Jonas was three days and three nights
in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man
be three days and three nights in the heart
of the earth." (Matt. 12:40) This would seem
to mean a full 72 hours, but we must not ignore
other similar expressions that show the actual
intent of the words. In the Bible "three days"
does not necessarily mean three full days, but
may mean parts of three different days. Hence
when Rehoboam told the people to return in
"three days" they came back "the third day, as
the king had appointed". (1 Ki. 12:5,12) Jesus
spoke of himself as being resurrected "the
third day". (Luke 24:46) Repeatedly the Scrip­
tures speak of Jesus as being raised the third
day; but if he had remained in the grave three
full days, or 72 hours, it would have been the
fourth day. Jesus was put to death on a Friday
afternoon, remained in the grave Saturday,
and was raised Sunday morning. For detailed
consideration of this matter see the March 15,
1944, Watchtowe'r.

e What is meant by the words at 1 John 3:18:
"Let us not love in word, neither in tongue;
but in deed and in truth"?-Reader in Florida.

It means that one cannot be pleasing to the
Lord by just being sanctimonious and speaking
softly and followlng forms and ceremonies, but
doing no real service to God. In addressing Jew­
ish religionists Jesus quoted Isaiah 29: 13, say­
ing: "You hypocrites, Isaiah aptly prophesied
about you, when he said: 'This people honors
me with their lips, yet their hearts are far re­
moved from me. It is in vain that they keep
paying respect to me, because they teach com­
mands of men as doctrines.''' Again, "Not

everyone sa ying to me, 'Mas ter, Master ,' will
enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but the
one doing the will of my Father." (Matt. 15:7-9;
7:21, NW) Jehovah's will for Christians is that
they now preach the Word, preach the gospel
of the Kingdom throughout the nations of
earth. (Matt. 24:14; 2 Tim. 4:2) Those who love
God will prove it by obedience to his will. "If
you love me, you will observe my command­
ments." "This is what the love of God means,
that we observe his commandments."-John
14:15; 1 John 5:3, NW.

• Must consecrated women who participate in
congregational meetings have their heads cov­
ered?-Reader in California.

After stating that the head of the woman is
man, the head of man is Christ, and the head
of Christ is God, Paul writes: "Every woman
that prays or prophesies with her head unveiled
shames the one who is her head." (l Cor. 11: 3­
10, NW) Commenting on this, the book "This
M eans Everlasting L ife" states: "In the apos­
tle's day, and especially there in the scandalous­
ly immoral city of ancient Corinth, it was the
custom for respectable women to go veiled in
public. For a woman to go otherwise to public
assemblies was to brand her a woman of low
moral standards and easy virtue. . . . In these
modern times or in lands where custom does
not require women of the community to go
veiled as a sign of respectability, Christian de­
cency does not require the woman to comply
with that ancient custom for the sake of the
faith and organization.... But regardless of
popular custom, if a woman today should rise
in a congregation and pray or prophesy to the
believing men and women present, she should
veil her head or have a 'sign of authority upon
her head because of the angels'." (Pages 161,
162) Hence if a Theocratic assignment requires
a woman to pray at or to conduct a Bible study
meeting she should wear a sign of authority
while so performing, to show recognition of
the Theocratic headship of the man and "be­
cause of the angels". However, no head cover­
ing is necessary when she participates by
merely answering questions put to the audi­
ence or relating experiences or serving in
demonstrations.
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rAnl'tOUl'tcel'nen t s
"IT IS NEARER THAN YOU THINK"

TESTIMONY PERIOD

The m onth of October has been designated
"It Is Nearer than You Think" Testimony Pe­
riod. Do you believe, as do the majority of the
readers of The Watchtower, that the final end
of all wickedness is very near at hand, much
nearer than the uninformed think? If you do,
you will undoubtedly desire to join with us in
the activity to which this October Testimony
Period is to be devoted, namely, the taking of
subscriptions for the A wake! magazine. A wake!
the companion magazine to The Watchtower,
is issued on the 8th and 22nd of every month.
It plays a very important part in awakening
the people to the nearness of the expression
of God's wrath at Armageddon. You will want
your friends and neighbors to have the timely
information it presents, and you ca n aid them
by offering a year's subscription for Auuik el
at the regular rate of one .dolla r . We shall be
pleased to send you instructions and al so help­
ful forms on which to report your activity as
well as to secure the essential information so
that the subscriptions you obtain will be cor­
rectly addressed.

WATCII TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
ANNUAl, MEETING OF CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP

The annual meeting of the members of the
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society will be
held on Sunday, October 1, 1950, at ten o'clock
in the forenoon. The place of the meeting will
be a t the registered office of the Society lo­
ca ted in the , Wabash Building, 4io Liberty
Avenue, Pittsburgh ' 22, Pennsylvania. The
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society is a non­
profit Pennsylvania corporation, and at this,
the 1950 annual ' meeting, r egular business of
the corporation will be transact ed. Those who
are 'm embers of the corporation will receive
the regular .notice of the meeting together with
proxy forms by mail in the usual way, and this
announcement supplements the letters of noti­
fication. 'As ' soon as convenient af te r receiving
the' regular notice and proxy form each memo
bel' should fill ' out and mail his proxy to the
office of the 'secreta ry of ' the Society, 124 Co­
lumbia Heights, Brooklyn 2, .New York. This
should be . done .by every member whether a t­
tending 'the meeting in person or not, and we
should like 'to have all of the proxies in not
later than Se ptember 15, 1950. '

NEW PUBLICATIONS RELEASED

Watchtower readers will be interested in
learning that several new publicatlons were
released at the recent International Assembly
of Jehovah's Witnesses in New ,York city. So
that our friends not associated with a company
of Jehovah's witnesses may ' obtain personal
copies, these publicatlons are here , listed, to ­
gether with a brief description and the con­
tribution necessary to obtain each.

The New World Translation of the Christian
Greek Scr iptnres is a completely new transla­
tion of the Greek Scriptures, accomplished en­
tirely by consecrated hands. It is accurate to
the latest Bible research and contains many
splendid study helps. $1.50 a copy.

"This Means Everlast ing L ife" is a new 320­
page bound volume which clearly sets forth
the prospects of everlasting life as based upon
the promises of God. Publishers' edition50c.

Can Yon L ive FOre1JBl' in Happin ess on
Earth ? is a new 32-page self-covered booklet.
It contains the text of the public talk delivered
by the president of the Watchtower Society,
N. H. Knorr, a t the International Assembly of
Jehovah's Witnesses, 5c a copy. '

Evolution ve rsus T he New World. This is a
64-page, colored-cover booklet which presents
the evidence for both evolution 'and the Bible's
new world. 5c a copy.

D efending and L e!,al ly Establishing the Good
News. This new 96-page booklet provides a re­
view of the laws and helpful .suggestlons to
those interested in the guarantees of freedom.
10c a copy. ._

Songs to Jehouah/« Pra ise. This -new 96-pag e
songbook contains 91 songs, manyofwhtch are
new. The music is beautiful arid the words are
in complete harmony with God's '. expressed
purposes. 15c a copy.

Any of the above publications will be mailed
to you postpaid. Send your order and contrlbu­

.t lon to Watchtower Society, 117 Adams Street,
,Br ook lyn ,I , N. Y."

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES

Week of October ~~ :

Taking in Life-giving Knowledge, n 1-19.
Week of October 15:

Living According to Superior Kn owledge.jl 1-20,
304


