


THE PURPOSE OF "THE WATCHTOWER"
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated van~e points from which

watchmen could observe happenings, warn of dan~er, or announce 200d
news. Our m~azine fi~uratively occupies such a vanta~e point, for it· is
founded on the very pinnacle of wisdom, God's Word. That elevates it
above racial, national andlolitical propa~andasand prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not boun by any traditional creed, but its mess~e advanc­
es as the li~ht on God's purposes and works increases.-Habakkuk 2:1-3.

It sees thin~s SCripturally. When it observes this ~eneration ;iHicted
with ~reed, delinquency, hypecrtsy, atheism, war, famine, pestilence, perplex­
ity and fear, and persecution of unpopular minorities, it does not p~ot. the
ofd fable about history repeatin~ itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these thin~s the sign of the world's time of the end. But with bright hope it
also sees openin~ up for us just beyond these woes the portals of a new world.

Thus viewed, "The Watchtower" stands as a watchman atop a tower,
alert to what is ~oin~ on, awake to note si~s of dan~r, faithful to point out
the way of escape. ft announces Jehovah's kin~om established by Christ's
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kin~m jOint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men of good will with glOriOUS prospects of eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.

It is not do~atic,but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on God's Woret: Itdoes not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alon~sideprophecy, and you see for yourself how
well the two match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his own prophecy.
In the interests of our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views reli~ious news generally.

'Be watchful in these perilous times,' God admonishes. So keep on the
watch by regularly readin~ "The W atc~tower".
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"THE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT"

" O] the incr ease of his government and peace there shan be no end,
upon the throne of David, and upon his k ingdom."-Isa. 9: 7.

passed since his dear Son Jesus Christ died
sacrificially, was raised from the dead, and
ascended to heaven, there to sit at his
Father's right hand until the time should
come for all his enemies in heaven and in
earth to be made his footstool, laid low in
defeat. Meantime his enemies were let rule
the earth without interruption from heav­
en, and that period Jesus called the "times
of the Gentiles". (Luke 21: 24) Thirty­
six years ago, in 1914, the terminus of that
long period of time was reached. All the
calamities and disturbances that have be­
fallen the Gentiles or nations since 1914,
all the woes in concentrated measure that
have come upon the groaning peoples, all
the fruitless attempts of politics, commerce
and organized religion to better or remedy
conditions, the worsening of conditions and
the rising fears of rulers and peoples, all
these are a sign. Of its meaning we need
not be in doubt. Jesus Christ explained it
for us in his final days on earth. The sign
shows that the Gentile times ended in 1914,
with World War I as a marker. The begin­
ning of sorrows which came in that year
gave painful notification to this old world
that it had now entered its "time of the
end". It was the beginning of the end for
it. (Matt. 24: 7,8; Dan. 11: 40; 12: 4) Yes,
but it also notified us that the Theocratic
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JEHOVAH God is now crowning his glori­
ous purpose with success. At the very

time that mankind came into need because
of the invasion of selfishness, error and
death, Jehovah made it his purpose to set
up a righteous government 'over the whole
earth for mankind's deliverance. The set­
ting up of such a government is his right.
It is, in fact, his responsibility, and he has
not failed that responsibility. "For there
is no authority except from God." (Rom.
13: 1, Rev. Stan. Ver.) Because it is a
government from him and is his means for
ruling his creatures on earth it is called a
"Theocracy", for that name means God's
dominion or rule. His government in the
heavens is now born and is ready to take
over earth's rule, regardless of the com­
bined opposition of men who fight against
God. Earth and the people's way of exist­
ence are soon due for a wonderful trans­
formation. This denotes a new world of
God's creation.

2 Jehovah's heart is glad for this time.
Yes, the heart of everyone is glad if he is
acquainted with Jehovah's grand purpose
and sees where we are in its successful de­
velopment. Nineteen centuries have now

1. W hat Is J eh ova h ' s purpose, and hi s right a nd re­
sponsibility?
2. W hy Is J ehovab gla d for this time, and wh o else
with h im?



5. Are wor ldly rulers pleased at the bIrth? What can
they not prevent?
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government of a new and upright world, Jerusalem were witnesses, although they
the promised kingdom of God by his Son showed the evil-designing King Herod the
Jesus Christ, had been born in the heavens. prophecy of where the child was to be born.
Why should not God and Christ be glad? (Matt. 2: 1-16) Important as was the Son's
Why should not all lovers of God and of a birth, the birth of God's kingdom by his
New World government bringing right- Son is of far greater importance. Hence it,
eousness, peace and life be glad? We are! too, deserves to haveits witnesses on earth.

a Over nineteen centuries ago God's Ruler More than that, it must have its witnesses
for this government was born as a human on earth, in order to fulfill Jesus' own
child, as the Messianic "Son of David". He prophecy concerning the end of this world:
had come to earth to prove his right to "This gospel _of the kingdom shall be
the Government. Now after this long period preached in all the world for a witness unto
of waiting for God's due time, the Theo- all nations; and-then shall the end come."
cratic government has been born, and the (Matt. 24: 14) Whom has God raised up
authority and responsibility for carrying to be his witnesses concerning the King­
it on has been laid upon the shoulder of dom, The Theocracy established in 1914?
the installed King, Jesus Christ. Eight cen- The lowly followers of Jesus Christ for
turies before Christ's birth Isaiah's proph- whom he spoke those words of prophetic
ecy foretold it and told of his taking up command. They correspond with the honest
the Government, in these cheering words: men and women at the time Jesus was
"Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is born, the God-fearing shepherds, the aged
given; and the government shall be upon Simeon, the prophetess Anna, and faithful
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Elizabeth.
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Ever- 5 The political rulers of earth today are
lasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the not pleased over the birth of God's king­
increase of his government and of peace dom, no more than murderous Herod was
there shall be no end, upon the throne of pleased over Jesus' birth at Bethlehem. So
David, and upon his kingdom, to establish the rulers and their hangers-on and sup­
it, and to uphold it with justice and with porters try to suppress the witness of the
righteousness from henceforth even for establishment of the Kingdom. But by
ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will per- Jesus Christ, Almighty God foretold that
form this."-Isa. 9: 6,7, Am. Stan. Ver. a Kingdom witness had to be given, and

4 The birth of the royal Son of God had no opposing pO.'Y~r in heaven or on earth
its witnesses: Not only God's angels, who can prevent the witness in all the inhabited
rejoiced over it with the words, "Glory to earth for a testimony to all nations. Highly
God in the highest; and on earth peace to favored are all those men and women today
men of good will," but also hard-working whom God raises up and uses to have a
men, the shepherds-who heard the angel's part in fulfilling the prophecy concerning
announcement and went to Bethlehem, the witness to the established Kingdom!
King David's city, to verify it. (Luke Jehovah's witnesses of today are happy to
2: 8-20, Douay) But none of the tradition- bear the hatred and persecution from all
bound priests and Levites at the temple in peoples and nations in order to be his King­

dom witnesses.
3. Why mainl y d id hIs Son come to earth? Fulftlllng
what prophecy ?
4. What must bIrth of the KIngdom have ? Why ? Who
are they?
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EXTENDING ITS SWAY DESPITE OPPOSITION

6 The witness given since 1914 has stead­
ily increased the sway of the Kingdom in
the lives of men of good will. It could not
have been otherwise. Over God's own name
the prophecy long ago declared: "Of the
increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end ," and this must come
.true, though now the King rules in the
midst of multitudinous enemies.
The irresistible zeal of Jehovah
of hosts will never let his pro­
phetic Word be shoved back un­
performed into his face and the
increase of the government of
his Son be blocked successfully.
The Kingdom witness ' since
1914 must go on increasing. It
must be made known more and
more throughout the earththat
the Supreme Governing Power,
Jehovah, has taken his great
power and has begun to reign
over earth by putting his Son on
the throne as his anointed King.
(Rev. 11: 15-18) Through this knowledge
spread abroad by his witnesses the people
of good will everywhere can have the
opportunity to know of the only Righteous
Government and can gather around it as
the only hope of mankind. They can give it
.their unqualified allegiance before Jeho­
vah's King destroys all his foes and op­
posers in the coming "battle of that great
day of God Almighty".

· 1 The Increase of the sympathizers and
supporters of Jehovah's . reigning King
must correspond with the increase of his
followers in the first century after he
ascended to God's right hand after having
proved his right to the Kingdom by his
loving obedience to death. This increase
will be, not by might of armies using fire

6. Why must the Kingdom con tinue Incre asing Its sway?
7. With what must Its Increas e today correspond ? By
means of what ? . .

and sword, not by power, but by Jehovah's
spirit, his invincible active force. The love
in men and women devoted to his King and
kingdom is something stronger than any
devilish or human power can overcome;
and it draws and holds them to his King
and kingdom regardless of all the hostility
that their stand for God and his kingdom
arouses.-Zech. 4: 6.

8 In the first century believ­
ing men and women had to vow
their allegiance to Jesus Christ
as God's King in the face of the
dominant world power, the Ro­
man empire, whose Caesars
were deified for worship. It was
actually a representative of that
Roman empire, Governor Pon­
tius Pilate, who gave the order
for Jesus Christ to be nailed to
the torture stake. Because Jesus
preached God's kingdom to
which he had been called and
anointed, his religious enemies,
the priests, scribes, Sadducees

and Pharisees, accused him of sedition to
the Roman governor. The inspired Record
says : "They began to accuse him, saying,
We found this fellow perverting the nation,
and forbidding to give tribute to Cresar,
saying that he himself is Christ a King."
And when Pilate made efforts to release
Jesus, "the Jews cried out saying, If thou
let this man go, thou art not Cresar's
friend: whosoever maketh himself a king
speaketh against Cresar. " It was this Jesus
who two days before had said to his reli­
gious opposers: "Render therefore unto
Cresar the things which are Cresar's; and
unto God the things that are God's."
-Luke 23: 1,2; John 19: 12; Matt. 22: 21.

9 Because his religious enemies did not

8. How was Caesar Im plicated wi th the King In the
first century ?
9, 10. (a) Despite mis representa ti on a nd opposi tion what
Increase Is recorded ? (b) By what was the Kin gdom
proclamation spread ?
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want Jesus as God's Messiah and King, they
used his preaching of God's kingdom for
an excuse to accuse him of being seditious
against Caesar and a menace to the state.
This willful misrepresentation and this
combined opposition of Caesar and reli­
gious forces brought Jesus' death, but did
it prevent the adherents of God's risen
King from increasing? Did it silence the
preaching of the kingdom of heaven? No!
The next month, on the day of Pentecost,
God's spirit was poured out upon the King's
loyal followers, and the Kingdom proclama­
tion was revived and carried on with
greater force than during Jesus' time and
in many languages. That same day of
Pentecost those who declared themselves
in favor of God's kingdom as administered
by his King Christ Jesus increased to 3,000.
Religious opposition mounted and arrests
of the Kingdom preachers followed, and
yet the number of the King's adherents
rose to 5,000. (Acts 2: 41; 4: 4) Later the
martyrdom of Stephen set off one of the
worst persecutions there at that center of
religion, Jerusalem. The apostles were driv­
en underground, but thousands of the
King's followers were scattered.

10 Jehovah and his anointed King in
heaven had reason to laugh at these efforts
of the religious opposers to silence the
Kingdom proclamation. Why? Because, as
the account tells us, "they that were scat­
tered abroad went everywhere preaching
the word." "Those who were scattered be­
cause of the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
none except Jews." (Acts 8: 4; 11: 19, Rev.
Stan. Ver.) In the throes of this religious
inquisition the great pusher of persecution,
Saul of Tarsus himself, was miraculously
won over to allegiance to Christ the King
and became one of the apostolic Kingdom
publishers.

11 But Jehovah's kingdom by Christ is
nothing nationalistic. It is not Jewish or
to be confined to the Jews only. The patri­
arch Abraham was not a Jew, and when
Jehovah told that faithful man about the
blessing that was to come to men through
the Theocratic government of his King, he
said: "In thee shall all families of.the earth
be blessed." "Thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed." (Gen.
12: 3; 22: 17,18) The Seed of Abraham
is primarily Jesus Christ. The blessing
through him is, first of all, that of bringing
believers into a righteous standing with
God where they may enjoy his favor and
have the prospect of eternal life in his
righteous new world. On this matter the
apostle Paul reasons in these words: "And
Scripture, foreseeing that God would pro­
nounce the Gentiles righteous as the result
of faith, foretold the Good News to Abra­
ham in the words-'Through thee all the
Gentiles shall be blessed.' "-Gal. 3: 8, 16,
20th Cent. N. T.

12 The life-giving blessing through Abra­
ham's Seed, Jesus Christ, must therefore
be spread to all nations, Jew and Gentile
alike. Properly the blessing went first to
the Jewish descendants of Abraham. But
when that nation followed their religious
leaders and turned down the blessing be­
cause it came through the Christ who had
been nailed to a torture stake, Jehovah God
acted upon his words to Abraham. He ex­
tended the blessing through Jesus Christ
to the Gentile or non-Jewish nations. God
is no respecter of persons as based on earth­
ly nationality. Our possessing faith like
that of Abraham is what counts with God
and wins his blessing through Christ.
-Gal. 3: 9, 26-29.

11. Is th e Kingd om nationalistic ? What does God 's
promise show ?
12, What course did the extending of the bles sing take ?
Why?



AUGUST 15, 1950 3fieWATCHTOWER 247
THE ENEMY 'S FAVORITE TRICK

13 The apostle Peter was the one God
used to take the key of knowledge and un­
lock the door of Kingdom opportunities to
the Gentile nations, but it was the apostle
Paul who became the foremost apostle to
the Gentiles. Paul is the only apostle who
the Holy Scriptures tell us got to Rome.
(Acts 10; Rom. 11: 13; Gal. 3: 7-9) By a
divine vision Paul was called to bear the
witness into Europe. It was in what is today
called Greece, the cradle of democracy,
that Paul was accused as a seditionist for
preaching God's kingdom by Christ.

14 After Paul had cast out a demon from
a spirit-medium, the demons caused their
religious dupes to drag Paul and Silas
before the political rulers with this charge:
"These men, being Jews, do exceedingly
trouble our city, and teach customs, which
are not lawful for us to receive, neither to
observe, being Romans." A miracle of God
released Paul and Silas from the dungeon.
That was at Philippi. But at Thessalonica
the religious opposers stirred up a mob
which cried out against Paul and Silas to
the political rulers: "These that have
turned the world upside down are come
hither also ; . .. and these all do contrary
to the decrees of Ceesar, saying that there
is another king, one Jesus." Back again in
Palestine, when before Caesar's court in
Caesarea, prisoner Paul was accused by his
religious persecutors in .these words of
their spokesman: "We have found this man
a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition
among all the Jews throughout the world,
and a ringleader of the sect of the Naza­
renes: who also hath gone about to profane
the temple: whom we took, and would have
judged according to our law." But the
apostle Paul would not submit to having
them judge him according to their religious

13. What se rvice did Peter and Paul render to ward be­
lief by Gentiles ?
14. Where, how and by whom was Paul accused of
sedition?

canon law. In full accord with his rights
as a Roman citizen he reminded the court
that he stood before Caesar's judgment
seat, and not before a religious judicial
court. So in the interests of preaching the
gospel he appealed to Caesar.-Acts 16: 20,
21; 17: 6,7; 24: 5,6; 25: 9-12.

15 For two years before and for two years
after Paul got to Rome he was detained in
custody. But did the proclamation of the
good news suffer curtailment because of
such persecution against him and his fellow
witnesses? No; for Paul used these circum­
stances to give a witness to rulers, to his
custodians and to all whom he could invite.
He accomplished a far-reaching witness,
so that he wrote from his house of deten­
tion at Rome: "Brothers, I want you to
realize that what has happened to me has
actually served to forward the Good News.
It has even become evident, not only to all
the Imperial Guard, but to everyone else,
that it is for Christ's sake that I am in
chains." "The Good News to which you
listened, which has been proclaimed among
all created things under Heaven, and of
which I, Paul, was made a minister." Paul
followed his own instruction: "Preach the
word ; be instant in season, out of season. "
-Phil. 1: 12,13 and Col. 1: 23, eou. Cent.
N.T.,· 2 Tim. 4: 2.

16 The followers of the King Jesus Christ
obeyed his parting orders: "All authority
hath been given unto me in heaven and on
earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit." No man-made government
of any nation can countermand that au­
thoritative command or successfully im­
pede its execution by the King's followers.
His command applies to us now at the end
of this world and its nations, and we will

-
15. Did such persecution curtail preaching the good
news ? Why ?
16. What parting command of Jesus applles now? Who
wlll obey It ?



248 3lieWATCHTOWER BROOKLYN, N. Y.

obey it for the increase of the interests nation and their plans for future control
of his government.-Matt. 28: 18-20, Am. of the earth belie their prayers and prove
Stan. Ver. they do not want God's kingdom by his Son

1 7 Even before Christ's day it was the to supplant them and give the people a
favorite trick of the enemies of Jehovah righteous, Theocratic government. The na­
God to accuse his faithful people of political tions stand in fear and mutual distrust of
crimes so as to implicate them with world- one another. Anxieties are expressed that
ly governments and bring the power of the they will exterminate one another in fur­
state down on them. In the days of Queen ther global war with secretly invented
Esther this wicked device was used by the weapons of mass destruction. The nations
false worshiper Haman to accomplish the do stand faced with destruction, but it is
complete destruction of Jehovah's chosen for refusing God's kingdom by Christ, the
people from all parts of the Persian empire. only rightful government for our globe .
Said Haman to Emperor Xerxes: "There Their destruction will come shortly by an
is a certain people scattered abroad and act of God which was foreshadowed in the
dispersed among the peoples throughout global flood of Noah's day. By Jehovah's
all the provinces of your kingdom, and witnesses he is now giving all peoples and
their laws are different from every other nations fair and ample warning of it.
people; neither do they observe the king's 19 The religious organizations of Chris­
laws; therefore it is not fitting to leave tendom have linked their fate with the
them alone. If it please the king, let it be political powers of earth and will be wiped
prescribed that they be destroyed." (Esther out with them by God's act as His enemies.
3 : 7-9, An Amer . Trans.) Haman's mali- It is written: "You renegades! Do you not
cious scheme failed to wipe out or even know that the friendship of the world
diminish Jehovah's people. It resulted in means enmity with God? So whoever
himself being exposed as against the em- wishes to . be . the world's friend declares
peror's interests and getting hanged. Thus himself . God's enemy."-Jas. 4: 4, An
those who now try to hinder the increase Amer. Trans.
of God's kingdom work out their own ruin. 2 0 The religious friends of. this world are

1 8 Today the faithful announcers of God's enemies of God's kingdom by Christ. They
kingdom by Christ face political move- show whose friends they are by working
ments and organizations on a hemispheric for the further miserable existence of this
or global scale. That it should be proclaimed old world and by trying to hinder the in­
by his witnesses that Jehovah took up crease of Jehovah's Theocracy by Christ.
again the reins of earth's government in Since the birth of his kingdom in 1914 new
1914 and brought the kingdom of his Son political factors have come to positions of
to birth does not please the political rulers. world prominence and power. Those which
They have other plans for dominating have survived till now as dominant figures
earth's peoples. Under the religious guid- are the United Nations, the successor to
ance of the clergy of Christendom the po- the short-lived League of Nations, and
Iitical element may pray, "Thy kingdom atheistic Communism.
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 21 To date theUnited Nations has failed
in heaven"; but their wars for world domi- to cement the old world It is split into two

17. Ho w was the enemy 's same trick tried In Esther's
day? Resu lts ?
18. Wh y do the nations now stand faced wi th destruc­
tion ?

19, 20. Who show themselves friends of this world ?
How ? With what fa te ?
21. How Is the world div ided? What pos ition do Jeho­
vah 's witnesses take, and with what result certain ?
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blocs, with the Big Three championing the peaceful, healthful new world, the only
Western bloc and Communist Russia die- government with power to save the people
tating for the Eastern bloc; The fires of from annihilation in the world catastrophe
World War IT have died down, but a "cold of Armageddon. For this neutral position
war" is raging between - both blocs and toward the deadly conflicts of this old
there is feverish maneuvering for power. world and for their Christian devotion and
In the midst of this world situation stand allegiance to God's New World government
Jehovah's witnesses, pointing neither east by his Son Jehovah's witnesses are hated
nor west, but heavenward, heralding His by all nations and suffer persecution at
kingdom by Christ as the divinely author- the hands of the religious friends of the old
ized government, the only government with world. Yet, despite this, their cause is
adequate ability to introduce a righteous, bound to increase and win.

powers and their democratic adherents.
With them she shares the dread of the
totalitarian Communist menace.

2 No one will deny that the religious
systems of Christendom have no sympathy
with Jehovah's witnesses and put no faith
in their proclamation that God's kingdom
is now established in the heavens for com­
plete domination of the universe, including
our sin-wracked earth. They make efforts
to stamp out Jehovah's witnesses and to
misrepresent their Christian work and to
prejudice the people's minds against their
Kingdom proclamation. So the religious
leaders of Christendom take advantage of
the fears and hatreds of the Western demo­
cratic bloc. Resorting to the age-old method
of involving God's people with the political
powers of this world, they accuse Jehovah's
witnesses who reside in the Western bloc
of nations of being communist. They in­
flame the nationalistic feelings of the peo­
ple and poison the minds of their religious
congregations against Jehovah's witnesses.
Hence, when these carry the Kingdom mes-

the foes of His Governm.ent --=-
CHRISTENDOM is being

steadily encroached upon
by the aggressions of godless Com­

munism. This is condemning evidence that
Christendom has failed. She can definitely
trace her existence from the days of Roman
Emperor Constantine of the fourth century,
and so has had sixteen centuries of oppor­
tunity. If Christendom had really lived
up to what her name means and had prac­
ticed the Christianity- of Jesus and his
apostles, would godless Communism have
had grounds for coming into existence
or for taking its birth right within the
realm of Christendom herself? Hardly.
True Christianity does not pave the way
for the.rise and growth of atheistic Com­
munism; hypocritical Christianity does!
Not remarkable, then, that vast Russia,
the one-time domain of the Russian Ortho­
dox Church, is now the formidable strong­
hold of the Communist power. For help
Christendom flees, not to Jehovah God and
his government, but to this old world, and
she takes her stand with the Western

1. What proves Christendom has _falled? Where does
she flee? -

2. How do religionists take advantage of conditions
against us ?
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sage from door to door or when they offer
Bible literature on the street pavements
they are abusively called "Communists!"
and their message is refused as dangerous
propaganda.

3 To cite examples of these prejudicial
accusations: The Catholic Chronicle, of
Toledo, Ohio, on February 27, 1948, pub­
lished an article headed "Pole Reds Finance
'Jehovah' Agents" and which read: "War­
saw-The atheist government of Poland
is financing sects like the Jehovah's wit­
nesses in an effort to destroy the Catholic­
ity of the people. 'Watchtower' salesmen
are making the rounds of homes with pam­
phlets reviling the Church. Sunday lectures
also are organized, denouncing Catholicism
and glorifying communism." This report
was repeated by Father Baker's Victorian
Magazine of June, 1948. The following Oc­
tober 16, 1948, at 6: 45 p.m., the religious
monsignor who edits the Columbus Regis­
ter read over radio station WHKC a Cath­
olic report from Warsaw. Besides misrep­
resenting our relief work to our Polish
brethren, it said: "The Soviet satellite
government encourages and financially aids
the Witnesses, whose free literature bears
clear traces of Communist propaganda."
The falsity of such blasphemous lies against
witnesses of the Most High God was cer­
tainly bound to be exposed in due time by
the transpiring of the actual situation to
the knowledge of the whole world. The
sources of those several religious reports
against us knew they were lying when they
started them rolling through the news. And
now those Catholic news agencies who were
so eager to grab and publish untruths and
misrepresentations in order to put Jeho­
vah's witnesses in a false light before the
anti-Communist nations ought to feel great
embarrassment. Jehovah's witnesses have
now over 18,000 active Kingdom publishers
in Poland, and does the arrest of 80 percent
3. How have they misrepresented us as respects Poland ?

or 14,400 of them mean that the Commu­
nist Polish Government is encouraging and
financing them? Listen to this special dis­
patch published in the New York Times of
June 30, 1950, beginning on its front page,
which published in bold type, "PolesAr­
rest Jehovah's Witnesses as Spies Directed
from Brooklyn", and which said, in part:

WARSAW, June 29-The complete liquidation of
an alleged United States spy ring, with head­
quarters in Brooklyn, N. Y., was announced to­
day by Poland's Ministry of Public Security. Ap­
proximately 80 percent of the members of the
alleged ring have been arrested, the Ministry
said.

The ring, which supposedly operated through
the religious sect called Jehovah's Witnesses ,
was charged with having gathered information
on military and commercial objectives and Pol-
ish Government institutions. .

According to the last official census in 1948 this
religious sect, which has a fifty-year-old history
in Poland, had 10,000 members in Po land....

Searches carried on in the sect's offices and
members' homes resulted in the confiscation
of a large amount of evidence, the report
declared. . . .

Another charge was that the sect counteracted
the campaign for gathering signatures for the
so-called Stockholm peace appeal urging that
the atomic bomb be outlawed.

4 Still earlier, in its issue of August 8,
1939, The Catholic Mind published an arti­
cle called "Rutherford's Witnesses of Jeho­
vah: Are They Apostles of Anarchy?" by
Herbert Thurston, Society of Jesus, and
which was reprinted by the Amer ica Press.
The psychological effect intended by that
title is very apparent, even if all the arti­
cle were not read. In November, 1942,
the booklet entitled" 'Judge' Rutherford",
written by that same Jesuit, "Rev." H.
Thurston, was published by The Catholic
Truth Society in London, England, and on
page 14 it says: "Whatever may be the pro­
fessions of Jehovah's Witnesses, there is
no room for doubt that the practical effect
of the Watch Tower activities is to stimu-

4. What charges did a Brltlsh Jesuit make In 1939 and
1942?



7. Due to clergy slanders how do witnesses fare In
Greece?
8. (a) Why Is Investigation of witnesses In America de­
cisive for the world? (b) What did the Justice Depart­
ment report In 1941?

OFFICIAL INVESTIGATION PROVES
CHARGES FALSE

8 The Watch Tower Bible & Tract Soci­
ety, with main offices in Brooklyn, New
York, acts advisorily as the governing body
and servant of Jehovah's witnesses in all
lands. So what is true of Jehovah's wit­
nesses in America must be true of them
throughout the earth. Active witnesses are
found in their greatest numbers in the
United States, with more than 108,000 re­
porting in April this year. Ever since World
War I closed, in 1918, the American gov­
ernment has been alerted to the threat of
Communism to American democracy. The
Communists are reported operating in• The statement quoted can be read on page 12, U3, to

page 13, top, of the booklet Face the Facts, published
In 1938, and circulated In mlllions of copies, In a num­
ber of languages.

5. Against what publlc declaration Is he challenged to
harmonize his charges?
6. What charges ha ve Irish rellglonlsts recently made?
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late Communism, not to say anarchy, and lished the letter of the CATHOLIC LmRARY
to undermine all feeling of reverence for INFORMATION BUREAU, which said: "The
authority." menace of Communism is belittled by the

5 We challenge that British Jesuit to Witnesses who have called it a bogey-man
harmonize, if he can, his accusation with created by the Catholic Church with an
the public declaration by J. F. Rutherford, ulterior motive.... Russian atheism is
then president of the Watch Tower Society, defended by the Witnesses." The Dublin
from London's Royal Albert Hall, Sunday, Evening Mail of June 22, 1949, also printed
September 11, 1938. Delivering his speech that same statement. The Sunday Inde­
"Face the Facts", which was beamed by pendent of April 16, 1950, reports the
radio and carried by direct wire to more breaking up of a public meeting of Jeho­
than 50 cities in the United States, Canada, vah's witnesses at The Fountain, Dun
Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand and Laoghaire [diin la'd], Ireland, by local
Tasmania, and also broadcast by a trans- townsmen with shouts of "Communists!"
continental chain of 118 U. S. radio sta- "Get out of here!" and, "Go back to where
tions, Mr. Rutherford said: "Fulfilled you came from!"
prophecy shows that in 1914 Jehovah en- 7 In Greece, as a result of slanders by the
throned Christ Jesus and sent him forth clergy of the Greek Orthodox Church the
to rule, while Satan stilI exercises his power witnesses of Jehovah are called traitors,
in the world. (Psalm 110: 1,2) In 1917 unpatriotic, anarchists, and Communists;
SATAN BROUGHT FORTH IN RUSSIA A COM- and on November 17,1949, it became nee­
MUNIST OR BOLSHEVIK GOVERNMENT, which essary for us to write the minister of for­
was the first appearance of a totalitarian eign affairs of Greece, at New York city,
rule, and which opposes God and his king- to answer the question whether Jehovah's
dom. It declares that the State is the witnesses are a secret or communistic
supreme power, and it persecutes those organization.
who serve God and Christ Jesus.'?"

6 But to continue: On April 17, 1948, the
bishop of Cork, Ireland, addressed a letter
to clergy in charge of parishes in Cork
and vicinity, and which was published in
the Cork Examiner that day. After refer­
ring to activities of Jehovah's witnesses,
the bishop's letter concluded: "Some call
these activities Communism. Anyhow, all
weakening of religion is welcomed by Com­
munism as a preparation for itself." The
Irish Times, Dublin, reprinted that state­
ment two days later. In an article headed
"Jehovah's Witnesses in Sligo", the Sligo
Champion (Ireland) of June 25, 1949, pub-
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America since September, 1919. But in all
t he years since then official investigat ion
has failed to find the slightest link between
the Watch Tower Society or Jehovah's wit­
nesses and godless communism. In 1941
Senator David of Pennsylvania, the state
where the Society was incorporated in 1884,
wrote to the United States Department of
Justice at Washington, D. C. In response
the Department reported that Jehovah's
witnesses were not communistic and had
no communist tendencies.

9 Further, in 1948, the United States gov­
ernment, acting through its attorney gen­
eral, listed all organizations that were
totalitarian, fascist, communist, and sub­
versive and which advocate the overthrow
of the government by violence or by un­
constitutional means. The attorney general
supplied this list of organizations to the
chairman of the Loyalty Review Board of
the United States Civil Service Commis­
sion. By letter dated September 21, 1948,
(Memorandum No. 19) the chairman of
the Loyalty Review Board forwarded a
list of such organizations to all executive
departments and agencies of the United
States government. An examination of that
official list of subversive and illegal organi­
zations discloses that the names of Jeho­
vah's witnesses and the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society nowhere appear.

10 The misinformation about Jehovah's
witnesses penetrated even into a published
Memorandum of the United States Marine
Corps. As a result the Marine Corps Memo­
randum No. 55-49, released on June 6, 1949,
stated that Jehovah's witnesses were asso­
ciated with communism. This error was
called to the attention of the Headquarters
of the U. S. Marine Corps at Washington,
D. C. In reply to our legal attorney the
commandant of the Marine Corps at Wash-

9. What dId the Loyalty RevIew Board's ll st In 1948
show ?
10.11. What error In Its Memorandum dld the U. S.
MarIne Corps correct ? Ho w ?

ington sent a letter dated December 15,
1949, in which he expressed the conviction
that the statement about Jehovah's wit­
nesses is totally without foundation. His
letter says: "I haveordered the discussion
'Communism in the United States' (Enclo­
sure [B] to Marine Corps Memorandum
#55-49), revised so as to eliminate all ref­
erence to Jehovah's Witnesses and I shall
direct that all copies presently existing
which contain such reference be destroyed.
In addition, I am causing a memorandum
to be prepared which will be issued by this
Headquarters and will receive the same
distribution given Marine Corps Memo­
randum #55-49. This memorandum will
state that the reference made to Jehovah's
witnesses in Enclosure (B) of Marine Corps
Memorandum # 55-49 was completely un­
founded, that it was made without proper
information, under an entire misapprehen­
sion as to the facts, and that this Head­
quarters re grets that this unfortunate
statement was published.... Please con­
vey to your clients, Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society and Jehovah's Witness­
es, my sincere regret for the publication
of the lamentable reference to them. If
there is any other action which may be
taken by this Headquarters, please do not
hesitate to inform me.">

11 Under date of December 23, 1949, Ma­
rine Corps Memorandum No. 131-49 was
released and·posted up, and it fully carried
out all that the commandant had promised
in the foregoing letter.t Needless to say,
• See pa ge 259 for pho tostatic copy of t hIs letter.

t Marine Corps Memorandum No. 131-49 referred to the
Memorandum No. 55-49 and saId: " 1. Refere nce (a), en­
titled 'Communism In the United Sta t es ,' contaIned the
sta tement that the rellgious sect known as 'Jehovah' s
WItnesse s ' had been freq uently as socla ted wIth com­
munism.

"2. The publlcatIon of thIs statement has reacted un­
favorably against t haMa rt ne Corps, In th a t It was pub­
llshed without proper Information and has been shown
to be completely unfounded in fa ct . -

"3. CommandIn g officers wlll take tmmedlate s te ps
to brIng the foregoIng to the attention of all personnel
to whom the orI gInal statement contaIned . In reference
(a) may have .been communicated."-Dated 23 De cem­
ber 1949.
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we highly appreciate this honorable course
taken by the Headquarters of the U.S.
Marine Corps.

PUBLISHED RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF

12 The charges that Jehovah's witnesses
are Communists, "apostles of Stalin," a
"fifth column" of communism, and "strive
to bring about conditions favourable to the
spread of Marxism", are absolutely without
basis and are blasphemous lies against the
servants of the Most High God.. Their
Christian educational work in all lands
and their official publications prove that.
Throughout the earth the witnesses use
the corporation Watch Tower Bible & Tract
Society as their legal and publishing serv­
ant. They use the publications of said Soci­
ety in their work of educating the people
on the Holy Bible. From earliest times the
Watch Tower publications have exposed
communism as a world menace and have
shown it to be impractical, doomed to
failure, and contrary to God's kingdom by
Christ. As early as its third issue, The
Watchtower of September, 1879, in its
leading article entitled "The Day of the
Lord" (paragraphs 7 and 14), said the
following, and as you read this we want
you to remember this was published, not
in 1950, but away back seventy-one years
ago:

1 3 "Very many Scriptures seem to teach
that the kingdoms of earth will be over­
thrown by a rising of the people: goaded
to desperation from lack of employment
and seeking relief from the oppression of
bloodthirsty governments. Such a rising
and overturning, Socialists, COMMUNISTS,
and Nihilists of today would gladly bring
about if they could. Now the Scripture
recognizes wrong and oppression as exist­
ing in the nations and foretells this as the

12. What wor k and publications show up the charges?
To what effect?
13. What did The Watchtow er ot:.September, 1879, say
on Communism ?

way in which they will be overthrown, and
says: 'Go to now, ye rich men , weep and
howl for the misery that shall come upon
you. Ye have heaped treasure together for
the last days. Behold, the hire of the labor­
ers which is of you .kept back by fraud,
crieth.' Jas. v. 1. Yet it does not recognize
this Communism as right but the contrary
rather instructing believers . . . saying to
us-'Be patient, therefore, brethren, unto
the coming of the Lord.' . . . And it is
astonishing how very rapidly these things
once looked at as absurd and imposs ible
are becoming realities. When we with a
few others declared these things only a
short time since , and called attention to
the fact that trouble was taught to be
occasioned by a rising of the people and
the overthrow of governments-Commu­
nism-we were laughed at; there was truly
little sign then of Communism; but today
every civilized nation is in dread, and
Nihilism, Communism and Socialism, are
household words, and we see 'men's hearts
failing them for fear and for looking after
those things coming on the earth, for the
powers of heaven (governments) shall be
shaken.' Luke xxi. 26."

1 4 In its issue of June, 1883, The Watch­
tower (page 8) said: "In other words, re­
move the element which advises prudence,
morality, and right-doing, from the coun­
sels of the restless masses-from the Labor
leagues and other associations, and let the
lower element control itself, and the result
would quickly be the destruction of life,
property, laws, and peace-a grand reign
of anarchy in the name of communism."

1 5 In its issue of - January, 1884, The
Watchtower (page 5) published the article
"Light in Darkness" and quoted, in para­
graph 5, the statement of Blackwood's
Magazine: "How humiliating, too, is the
thought that .. . the dangerous classes,

14. What d id Its Issue ot June, 1883, say on It?
15. What d id Its Issue ot J anuar y , 1884, say on It ?
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and 'dissolving forces' are becoming more
formidable than ever, and that the 'social
revolution'-Atheistic Communism and
Nihilism-may yet shake to its foundations
the entire system of civilization which
modern Europe has been so slowly perfect­
ing as the highest product of the Aryan
Community of nations."

16 Now note these further statements:
In its issue of September 1, 1895, The
Watchtower) under the heading "They Had
All Things in Common", said this: "Expe­
rience proves the failure of communistic
methods in the present time. . . . The
Bible does not teach communism, but does
teach loving considerate individualism, ex­
cept in the sense of family communism­
each family acting as a unit, . . . More­
over, the forming of a commune of believers
is opposed to the purpose and methods of
the Gospel age. The object to this age is
to witness Christ to the world, and thus to
'take out a people for his name;' and to
this end each believer is exhorted to be a
burning and a shining light before men­
the world in general-and not before and
to each other merely.... It is still the
work of God's people to shine as lights in
the midst of the world, and not to shut
themselves up in convents and cloisters
or as communities. The promises of Para­
dise will not be realized by joining such
communes. "

11 In its issue of January 1, 1902, The
Watchtower published the article entitled
"The Early Church", and under the sub­
heading "Communism at Present Imprac­
tical" it said: "The early church did not
practice what is now known as communism;
. . . So far as the record shows there was
no compulsory division of wealth, such as
communism purposes. On the contrary,
everything was voluntary; and everything
of the same kind is just as free, just as

16. What did Its Issue of September 1, 1895, sayan it?
17. What did its issue of January 1, 1902, sayan it?

voluntary, and just as proper, now as then
-no more so, no less so. . . . It is note­
worthy that the apostles neither command­
ed nor advised communism; nor do their
writings intimate that it prevailed in the
early church."

1 6 In 1886 the Watch Tower Bible &
Tract Society published the book The Plan
of the Ages) and this book continued to be
published and circulated by the millions
of copies in many languages until 1929,
when it was let go out of stock. In chap­
ter 15, entitled "The Day of Jehovah",
page 312112, this Watch Tower publication
said: "Hence, the wealthy are drawn closer
to the governments; and the wage-working
masses, beginning to think that laws and
governments are designed to aid the
wealthy and to restrain the poor, are drawn
toward Communism and Anarchy, think­
ing that their interests would best be served
thereby, and not realizing that the worst
government, and the most expensive, is
vastly better than no government at all.?"
All the foregoing published record speaks
for itself.

PERSECUTION PROVES CHARGE FALSE

19 Jesus Christ said to his followers: "If
ye were of the world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you. . . .
If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you." (John 15: 19,20) The
persecution that Jehovah's witnesses have
undergone till now proves they are no part
of this world and have no connection with
or support from political communism or
any other political movement. In Russia

• See also The Battle 01 Armageddon, published in
1897, and particularly Its chapter 10 .entitled "Proposed
Remedies-Social and Financial", pages 473-481. Note
that under the heading " Comm unism as a Remedy" It
says : "As a whole It Is qu ite Im practica ble." This boo k
also was distributed till 1929.

18. What did The Plan 01 the A ges (1886) sayan It ?
19. What persecution in Russia proves the charges fa lse ?



22. To whom do we look to vindicate us? Where and
how ?

EFFORTS AGAINST EXPANSION

DOOMED TO FAIL

22 We look to no government agencies to
vindicate us of the false charges which the
foes of God's kingdom raise against us, to
blind the people to the facts and the King­
dom truths. Almighty God has promised
to vindicate his faithful witnesses, and he
will do so at the battIe of Armageddon, in
which he will totally destroy godless com­
munism and all other elements of the old
world. In Daniel's prophecy concerning the
Devil's world organization at this crucial
time where it tries to hold the worldly
elements together like clay mixed with
iron, it is written: "And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people [neither to Communist people nor
to any other political group], but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these king­
doms, and it shall stand for ever." The
prophecy likens God's kingdom by Christ
to a stone which strikes and grinds the
Devil's governmental image to powder, and
says: "The stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the
whole earth." (Dan. 2: 44,35) Neither the
United Nations nor any totalitarian power
will be able to stand up against the fulfill­
ment of that prophecy. Jehovah's Theo­
cratic government under his Christ will
survive the battle of Armageddon as win-
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Tower Bible & Tract Society, though these
have free circulation in the United States
and other lands of the Western bloc. We
ask, therefore, If Jehovah's witnesses are
communistic, as our religious enemies in
Christendom declare, then why have the
Communist powers proscribed these wit­
nesses who bear the name of Jehovah God
and confiscated their property and hound­
ed them with fanatical persecution?

20. What persecutions in Russian sa tellite lands dis­
prove them ?
21. What about Watchtower publications there ? So
what do we ask ?

AUGUST 15, 1950

Jehovah's witnesses and the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society are not registered or
recoznized as legal. They have been out­
lawed and banned there. Because of their
Bible way of worshiping the Most High God
they have been cruelly persecuted and
exiled to Siberia by the Communists. This
is not because they are Titoists, for in 1947
Titoist Yugoslavia seized all the officials
representing the Watch Tower Bible &
Tract Society and Jehovah's witnesses in
Zagreb and banned both the Society and
the witnesses. Eleven of such officials were
prosecuted and were imprisoned for long
sentences ranging from three to twenty
years.

20 The government of Albania has like­
wise imprisoned Jehovah's witnesses and
banned their organization. Czechoslovakia
has put all the officials of the Watch Tower
Society and Jehovah's witnesses carrying
on the work there in labor camps, after
denying them trials. Romania has placed
the officials of the Watch Tower Society
in prison, confiscated the Society's prop­
erty and banned Jehovah's witnesses. Bul­
garia, too, has banned them and placed
representatives of the Society and Jeho­
vah's witnesses in prison. Persecution is
also carried on against them in Hungary
and Poland. In Eastern Germany, now dom­
inated by communist Russia, the same
persecution goes on against them. More so
since July 30, 1949, when 18,000 of Jeho­
vah's witnesses, while assembled in con­
vention in the Waldblihne (Forest Stage)
of Berlin, adopted a resolution exposing
the persecution by the Communist powers
in Eastern Germany and raised a vigorous
protest against it.

21 In the above countries the Communist
governments have made it illegal to print
or distribute the publications of the Watch
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ner and will bring faithful people of good 25 Ours is a peaceful work. We will keep
will through as survivors and will there- on obeying Jesus' command to 'render to
after dominate all the earth without any Caesar the things that are Caesar's and
rival powers. to God the things that are God's'. Hence we

23 That government will rule supreme will be orderly, resorting to no violence or
from heaven. It is the Kingdom which subversion against the .political powers of
Jehovah's witnesses announce to all na- this world, but letting them continue to
tions, and to it they declare their unquali- carryon their political experiments as long
fied allegiance before all the world. His as God allows them. We will fulfill our
kingdom by Christ is bound to increase. obligation to warn all nations of the coming
The King Jesus Christ has already begun "act of God" against this world at Arma­
the gathering together of his earthly sub- geddon. This course alone can have his
jects of good will, and his mighty unseen approval and assure us of survival at the
angels are taking part with him in the battle of Armageddon. His Word com­
gathering work. (Matt. 24: 31; 25: 31-33) mands us: "Seek ye Jehovah, all ye meek
No persecution, no base misrepresentation, of the earth, that have kept his ordinances;
no conspiracy by worldly powers can halt seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may
the increase of that kingdom and prevent be ye will be hid in the day of Jehovah's
a numberless multitude of devoted subjects anger." (Zeph. 2_: 3, Am. Stan. Ver.) We
from flocking to it as mankind's rightful urge all to this course of godliness with
ruler and only hope. contentment.

24 For this reason Jehovah's witnesses 2 6 We mark the growing tendency to
today are preaching the gospel of the King- totalitarian regimentation of the peoples
dom in greater numbers now than at the as a desperate final measure to preserve
time of the Kingdom's establishment in the worldly powers in control. People are
1914. For example, in April of this year the being swept into the movement to idolize
world-wide report compiled by the Watch the state and to exalt it above God, who is
Tower Bible & Tract Society shows 357,889 the only Supreme Power. The Bible has
active witnesses in 106 lands and in asso- foretold this. (Rev. 13: 16, 17) But we
ciation with 65 Branch organizations. This cannot be divided in our worship. Con- .
1950 international convention, this "Theoc- fronted with further encroachments upon
racy's Increase" Assembly of Jehovah's our worship of the Supreme Ruler and our
witnesses here at Yankee Stadium, New devotion to his kingdom by Christ, we are
York city, is overwhelming testimony of determined to obey our King's command
the Kingdom's increase on earth. We are to "render ... unto God the things that
assured that of the Kingdom's increase are God's". Mindful of the apostle Peter's
there will be no end. So, as we push ahead words to the court at Jerusalem, "We ought
with the work Jehovah commissions us to to obey God rather than men," we will
do :in these "last days" of this world, the keep obedience to God's commands first,

together with unbreakable devotion to his
number of ministers of the good news of kingdom now established. (Acts 5: 29) We
the Kingdom may be expected to increase are bound to suffer more international
in fulfillment of divine prophecy. persecution for this godly course of action,

23. What do persecution, misrepresentation and con­
spiracy now fall to halt ? Why ?
24. As shown In April, 1950, what may we expect as
we work on ?

25. Our work being peaceful, what course wlll we take?
Why?
26. What positi on on worship do we take, and despite
what ahead ?
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but we warn our persecutors with Jehovah
God's words to his Theocratic organization:
"The nation and kingdom that will not
serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations
shall be utterly wasted." -Usa. 60: 12) Obe­
dience to the great Life-giver spells eternal
life for us in the new world, and the old
world's persecution of us will continue
failing to halt the Kingdom's increase.

27 We will keep our integrity to God in
vindication of his universal sovereignty
and his right to rule his creation, this earth
and all people permitted to live on it. In
Theocratic obedience and faithfulness we
will march on toward the New World, re­
joicing in all further expansion of his
kingdom, for there will ' be no end to its
increase even this side of Armageddon. If
we keep on sowing his Kingdom message,
we shall reap returns for -eternity, for God
will give his promised increase. Let Chris­
tendom go on sowing to the wind by pur­
suing the futile course of this old world;

she will reap the whirlwind at Armaged­
don. We who have sown to the interests
of Jehovah's Theocracy by Christ will reap
the increase of thousands of other King­
dom adherents, the "other sheep" whom
the Good Shepherd will yet gather into
the "one fold" of everlasting safety.-John
10: 16.

28 God's Word and purpose have never
failed so far and will not fail us in the most
crucial world period ahead. So on with his
work of witnessing to the Kingdom among
all nations before the end comes. In faith
and obedience, endure hardness as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ. Carry out your
part as advance publicity agents of the
New World government. Fear not the foe,
but God only. By godly lives and ceaseless
proclamation of the Bible truth, keep on
recommending Jehovah's Theocracy by
Christ to all men of good will, confidently
looking to him for the rewarding increase.
-2 Cor. 4: 2.

ZT. What activity will we keep at, and assured of what
Inc rease ?

28. How wlll we recommend God's kingdom to all men
of good will ?

1. Where were the foregoing articles programed for
delivery as a sp eech, and under what circumstances?

THE two foregoing articles were pro­
gramed to be delivered together as the

keynote speech by N. H. Knorr, president
of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society,
at 3 p.m., Tuesday, August 1, 1950, to the
many thousands expected to pack the Yan­
kee Stadium, New York city, in attendance
at the international convention or "Theoc­
racy's Increase" Assembly of Jehovah's
Witnesses. The material was kindly handed
us in advance for publishing in this issue
of our magazine, that the printed speech
appearing in our columns might be released

YANKEE STADIUM, NEW YORK CITY

to the conventioners r ight after Mr. Knorr
delivered the speech and followed it up
with his presentation of the Resolution
below for adoption:

UTIORE



2. What made it opportune for such a Resolution?
3. Who is the source of authority ? What is his purpose?
4. What events bearing on world domination marked
A.D. 1914?
5. In what period is the old world now, and what draws
near?

RESOLUTION
2 ON THIS momentous occasion, when we

are gathered in a representative body of
tens of thousands from more than 50 lands
here at Yankee Stadium, New York city,
to carryon the international "Theocracy's
Increase" Assembly of Jehovah's Witness­
es, we find it most opportune this 1st day of
August, 1950, to make this Declaration:

3 WHEREAS the God of heaven and earth,
whose name is Jehovah, is the Source of all
rightful authority and power and has re­
corded on the pages of the Holy Bible his
purpose to restore his righteous Theocratic
government to this earth (Psalm 62: 11;
Matthew 6: 9,10); and

4 WHEREAS the "seven times" of uninter­
rupted domination of the earth by Gentile
nations expired A.D. 1914 and now the
Bible prophecy and its fulfillment prove
together that then Jehovah God again took
up his power to reign over the earth and to
this end he enthroned in the heavens his
Son Jesus Christ, who had proved his in­
tegrity to God even to death on a torture
stake at Calvary and who had thereby
established his right to rule as King in his
Father's name (Daniel 4: 25,32; Luke
21: 24; Revelation 11: 15 to 12: 10); and

5 WHEREAS Almighty God has decreed
the end of this world and has promised us
"new heavens and a new earth" to form
a righteous new world in which his en­
throned Son will be King, and hence this
old world has been in its "time of the end"
since A.D. 1914 and the "battle of that
great day of God Almighty" draws near
for removing the old and installing the
new world (2 Peter 3: 10-13; Revelation
16: 14-16; 21: 1-5); and
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6 WHEREAS the nations of this world re­
fuse the warning which is set forth in God's
Word and verified by all the perilous con­
ditions on earth, and they show opposition
to God's purpose by extending their own
world rule with which they seek to align
all peoples, and they ignore, hinder and per­
secute the faithful minority that preaches
the good news of God's established king­
dom; and thereby they put themselves in
the way of destruction by the "act of God"
which will mark the close of this "time of
the end";

7 THEREFORE we here, before God and
man, declare our unqualified support of
Jehovah's universal sovereignty and our
allegiance to his kingdom now established
in the hands of his Son Jesus Christ.

8 WE CONFESS that originally by his Son
God created this earth and man upon it
and that after mankind rebelled against
divine government God sent his Son to
prove his right to govern a new world and
also to die sacrificially that all who become
his subjects might live forever in the new
world; and so we gladly confess that God
by his Son's sacrifice has bought us and we
owe our lives and our complete devotion
to God and his King and hence our obe­
dience to God and his reigning Son comes
first.-1 Corinthians 6: 20; 7: 23.

9 WE ACKNOWLEDGE that Jehovah God
has according to his Word made us his
witnesses, and we are obligated to carry
out this commission as Jehovah's witnesses
to the end of this world (Isaiah 43: 10-12,
Am. Stan. Ver.); and, being for God and
his kingdom by Christ, we could never be
communistic. We denounce the false accu­
sation by our enemies that we are commu­
nists. We disavow all connection with or
support of communism or any other politi-

6. How do nations oppose God's purpose? Exposing
themselves to what ?
7,8. What do we therefore declare, and what confess?
9. What do we acknowledge, what denounce, and what
protest?



Pleas e ccnvey to your clients , Watch Tower Bible and Tract Soci­
ety and Jeh ovah ' s Witnesses, my sinoere r egrot for the pUblica­
t ion of t he l amentable r efe rence t o t hem. If there is any other
action wh ich may be t ak en by this Headquar t e r s , please do not
he s i t ate to i nform me.

I have r ead with grea t cere your le t t er or 23 November 194 9 1n
which y ou poi nt out t hat the l!ar l ne Corps made a grave error
i n stating t ha t Jehovah' s flUnesse.s was as sociated with com­
munism. I am convi nced th at t he s tat emen t made In Enclosure
(B) or ~rine Cor ps Memor andum #55- 49 concerni ng J ehovah'e
\'IUnes ees i e t otally without roundation and I regret most ex­
ccedi ngly tr~t it was pUblished .
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meddling in worldly politics, and not en­
gaging in any subversion even under per­
secution, that we may 'keep ourselves un­
spotted from this world' till its end.-Ro­
mans 12: 18; 1 Peter 2: 19-21; James 1: 27.

11 IN OBEDIENCE to the divine command
we will uni tedly continue to preach "this
gospel of the kingdom in all the world for
a witness unto all nations", warning both
rulers and peoples of the consequences of
their opposition to God's increasing king­
dom, and educating and encouraging all
lovers of righteousness, truth and life to
take refuge under God's kingdom by Christ
and to wait confidently for it soon to r id
the earth of Satanic rule and all wickedness

and to usher in the everlasting
New World of Theocratic rule,
justice, peace and prosperity.

1 2 The full report of the as­
sembly's action upon the above
Resolution we hope to publish
as early as possible in The
Watchtower. We may add that
the Resolution was slated for
translation into French, Span­
ish , German, Russian, Holland­
ish, Greek, Hungarian, Danish,
Ukrainian, Slovak, Italian, Nor­
wegian, Finnish, Swedish, Lith­
uanian, Portuguese, Armenian,
and Polish, to be presented at
the foreign-language meetings
of the assembly on the morn­
ings of Wednesday, Thursday,
and Saturday, for the benefit of
all those attending who spoke
those languages but could not
understand the English. The So­
ciety hopes these truths will
reach to the ends of the earth.

DB:io94=pti
1 5 D•••oIIer, 1949

Sincerely yours,

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
HEADQUARTERS UNrTI!D STATES MARIN e: CORPS

WASHI NCiTON .as. D. e,

Idr. Hayden .Covi ngt on
117 Adams Street
Brookl yn I, New Yor k

~y dear Hr. Covi ngton :

I have or de r ed t he dis cuss ion 'Co mmunism in the Uni t ed States ­
(Encl osure (B) to Marine Corps Memorandum #55- 49) , revised so
as to eU",inate all reference to J ehovah's Witn esses and I sha l l
direc t t hat all copies pr ese ntly exis ting wh i ch contai n such
r of erence be de stroyed . In addition, I am caus i ng a memorandum
to ce pr epared which wil l be issued by this Headqu ar ters and
vl111 r e ceive t he aame dis t ribut i on given Marine Corps Memore.ndum
#55-49 . This memorsndum wil l s tate t hat the reference made to
J ehovah'. Wi t nes s es i n Enclosure (B) of Mar ine Corps Memor and um
#55- 49 was completely unf cunde d, that it was made without proper
information, undo; a ll entiro mi s apprehe nsion as t o t he faots ,
and t ha t thi s Hea dquar t er s regrets that thie unfortunate state­
ment was publ ished . The pr epar at i on of this memorandum is being
expe di ted i n or der t hat it may be promulgated · to the serviee at
an ear l y date.
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cal element of this old world. Moreover,
we make united protest against the perse­
cution of Jehovah's witnesses by the com­
munist powers and by other governmental
powers ; and we declare the persecut ion of
any religious minority by political gov­
ernments and by powerful religious hier­
archies to be wrong and unchristian and
we will have no part in it .

1 0 While rendering first to God what is
God's, we will as long as this world lasts
render to Caesar what is Caesar's, leading
peaceable, well-ordered lives as Christians,
not engaging in the conflict of opposite
political and social ideologies, not inter-

10. What wlll we render, so keeping unspotted from the
world ?

C. B. CATES
General, U. S . Marine Corps

Commandant or t he Mar ine Corps

Page 252 co m me nts on th is letter.

11, What wUl we un itedly conti nue to do'!
12. How was the Resolu tion to be han­
dled for benefit of conventloners know­
Ing only foreign tongues?



racy it .vvas. true
that, "unless the
LORD keep the
city, the watch­
man keeps awake
in vain."-Ps.
127: 1, An Amer.
Trans.

This connection
between Jehovah
God and the

watchmen in the watchtowers was even
more vital in the case of those men ap­
pointed to be on the lookout for messages
from the Lord and to warn of dangers that
threatened the spiritual welfare of the
nation of Israel. Appreciation of the duties
of the watchmen posted in literal towers
helps us to grasp the service responsibilities
of those assigned as watchmen on the more
vital spiritual front. Habakkuk was one
of such, and he said: "On my watch-tower
I will stand, at my post upon the turret,
watching to see what he will say to me,
what answer he will offer to my plea."
-Hab. 2: 1, Moffatt.

Name and Purpose
o

WHY is this magazine called "The
Watchtower"? Does the name have

Bible background and significance? What
is the purpose of the magazine? Does it
fill a need not met by any of the hundreds
of other magazines that continually flood
onto the public newsstands? The Watch­
tower stands alone in its field, its value
unmeasurable in money. What are the facts
that prove it so?

The Bible frequently mentions towers.
They were lofty structures, much higher
than wide, and erected in a variety of
places to form a prominent feature of
architecture in ancient Israel. Often they
were in vineyards, as shown by Jesus in
his parable of the husbandmen. (Isa. 5: 2; THE WATCHMAN'S COMMISSION

Matt. 21: 33; Mark 12: 1) Towers as look- The commission of such watchmen is
out stations were built beyond the walls more sharply defined for us in the case of
of fortified cities, as well as atop the walls Ezekiel. Though he stood upon no literal
to serve as observation posts and fortified watchtower atop some city wall, he vvas
strong points. (2 Ki. 17: 9; 18: 8; 2 Chron, addressed by Jehovah as follows: "0 mor­
20: 24; 26: 9,10,15; Neh. 3: 1; Ps. 48: 12) tal man, I appoint you a watchman to the
Because of the use of literal towers as house of Israel; and whenever you hear a
places of refuge, figurative language speaks word from my mouth, you shall warn them
of Jehovah God as a strong tower to those from me. If I say to the wicked, 'You shall
trusting in him.-Judg. 9: 51,52; Ps.18: 2; surely die,' and you fail to warn him-if
61: 3; 144: 2; Provo 18: 10. you say nothing to warn the wicked man

Watchmen were stationed on the towers from his wicked way, in order to save his
to serve as lookouts, to forestall any sur- life-he being wicked shall die for his in­
prise attacks by enemies, or to herald forth iquity, but his blood will I require at your
any news of consequence that they could hand. If, however, you warn the wicked
glean from their observations, whether man, and he turn not from his wicked con­
that news be good or bad. (2 Ki. 9: 17) duct and his wicked way, he shall die
Their duty was to stay awake, and watch, for his iniquity, but you will have saved
and' warn, However, in that typical Theoc- yourself. Or if a righteous man turn from
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his righteousness, and do what is wrong,
and I make that the occasion for bringing
about his downfall, he shall die; because
you did not warn him, he shall die for his
sin, and the righteous deeds which he has
done shall not be remembered, but his blood
will I require at your hand. If, however,
you warn the righteous man not to sin, and
he do not sin, he shall live, because he took
warning; and you will have saved your­
self."-Ezek. 3: 17-21, An Amer. Trans.

Not only is the watchman's salvation
assured by faithful performance of his
duties, but also opportunity for life opens
up to wicked ones who heed the watch­
man's warning. Jehovah's merciful prom­
ise is: "I have no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but rather in this, that the
wicked man turn from his way and live.
Turn, 0 turn, from your evil ways! Why
should you die, 0 house of Israel? And if
I say to the wicked man, 'You shall surely
die,' and he turn from his sin, and do what
is lawful and right-if the wicked man re­
store the pledge, repay what he has taken
by robbery, follow the statutes that lead
to life, and do no wrong, he shall surely
live, and not die."-Ezek. 33: 11,14-16, An
Amer. Trans.

After Jerusalem's fall to Babylon and
her lying desolate like a female captive for
seventy years, she spies the messenger
speeding over the mountain tops who comes
to publish salvation and declare to liber­
ated Zion that her God reigns. In joyous
faith she sees, as it were, her walls and
towers rebuilt and her watchmen stationed
at their posts beholding with her the wel­
come sight of the coming deliverer: "Hark!
your watchmen lift up the voice, together
they sing; for eye to eye they shall see,
when the LORD restores Zion." It is on the
occasion of this same glorious restoration
that watchmen are again mentioned as
zealously singing Jehovah's praise: "Over
your walls, 0 Jerusalem, I have appointed

watchmen, who never keep silent by day or
by night. You who are the LORD'S remem­
brancers, take no rest for yourselves, and
give him no rest, until he establish and
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth!"
-!sa. 52: 1-10; 62: 1-12, An Amer. Trans.

Having in mind that it meant restoration
for Jerusalem, the tidings of Babylon's
fall came as good news from the watch­
man's throat: "Thus hath the Lord said
unto me, Go, set a watchman; let him
declare what he seeth. And he cried as a
lion: 0 Lord, I stand continually upon the
watch-tower in the day-time, and am set
in my ward whole nights; and, behold, here
cometh a troop of men, horsemen in pairs.
And he answered and said, Fallen, fallen
is Babylon; and all the graven images of
her gods are broken unto the ground."
-!sa. 21: 6, 8, 9, Am. Stan. Ver.

Does not all the foregoing impress upon
us that watchmen occupied a key position,
whether as observers on literal watchtow­
ers or as servants of God alert to receive
messages from Jehovah and relay such
counsel and warning on to the people? In
either case, the watchman had to occupy a
position or vantage point that enabled him
to see and hear what was essential for the
performance of his duties.

MODERN WATCHMEN

Today the clergy of Christendom's ortho­
dox religions assume a position of watch­
men over the spiritual welfare of the na­
tions. Because of their training they should
be in a position above the greeds and preju­
dices of our time, as though on the heights
of a watchtower that lifts them above the
worldly wranglings and affords them a
clear view of matters, unobstructed by the
many blinding biases of these days. They
should be able to view happenings in terms
of Bible prophecies, noting significant
events that warn of approaching danger,
or that appear as heart-cheering signs of



"WATCHTOWER" MAGAZINE

But what has all this to do with the
Watchtower magazine? Very much, for
The Watchtower is the official voice of the
watchman class today. Just as literal tow­
ers were located on vantage points afford­
ing broad views, so The Watchtower is
founded on the very pinnacle of reliable
wisdom, namely, God's Word the Bible.
That elevates it above party squabbles,
prejudices, greeds, propagandas, biases of
race or nation, and frees from influences
that might sway or warp viewpoint. Its
vision is not narrow or shortsighted, but
takes an over-all view and is farsighted
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better times to come. Theyshouldberecep- 2: 4; Jas. 4: 4) They speak God's Word, not
tive to God's direction, awake to his pre- man's. They see God's way, not man's.
cepts, quick to declare his Word. To illustrate, when Jehovah's witnesses

But do they measure up to the high observe present conditions, see the bumper
responsibilities of watchmen? When they crop of selfish boasters and blasphemers,
speak of the present woes of war or col- note the rise of delinquency and lack of
lapsed morality, do not their proposed natural affection, consider the persecutors
remedies make them sound more like politi- and breakers of agreements, and realize
cians or social workers than like ministers that this pleasure-mad world hypocritically
of God? Are they not blind to the signs of dons an outward form of godliness but has
the times? Silent when it comes to pro- no real love for God, then these faithful
claiming an unpopular message of warn- witnesses recognize that such things are
ing? asleep to the practical Bible truth the foretold signs of the "last days".
that Christ's kingdom is man's only hope? (2 Tim. 3: 1-5; Jas. 5: 1-6) When they see
Yet how alert they are to forward their the concentrated doses of war, famine,
own ends, advance their own church, en- pestilence, earthquake, cruel persecution of
hance their own reputation, boost their Christians and blundersome political at­
popularity, or increase their financial in- tempts to rule the world through inter­
come! Say what you will, honest examina- national combines, they do not thought­
tion fits them into the description of the lessly parrot the old fable about history
unfaithful watchmen of ancient times: "His repeating itself. Having their eyes open to
watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, Bible prophecies, they see these things as
they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; fulfillments thereof. (Matt. 24: 3-21; Luke
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. 21: 25,26) They have eyes that see, ears
Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never that hear, minds that perceive, and tongues
have enough, and they are shepherds that zealous to speak. (Matt. 13: 14-17; Eph.

1: 18) Moreover, they are enlightened to
cannot understand: they all look to their see that present woes will soon give way
own way, every one for his gain, from his to an incoming new world of righteousness.
quarter."-Isa. 56: 10,11. -Luke 21: 28-32.

On the other hand, honest examination
matches another group with the faithful
watchman Ezekiel, who fulfilled his com­
mission: "Whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall warn them from me."
What modern group stands as a faithful
watchman that does not hesitate to boldly
speak God's message, though it be an un­
popular warning? The anointed footstep
followers of Christ Jesus now remaining
on earth, and who are Scripturally known
as Jehovah's witnesses. (Matt. 24: 45-47;
Isa . 43: 10-12, Am. Stan. Ver.) Heeding
the divine order to be no part of this world,
they are neutral to its squabbles. (2 Tim.



AUGUST 15, 1950 mleWATCHTOWER.. 263

enough to peer into the future, by use of Hence the purpose of this magazine is
recorded inspired prophecy. It views mod- to keep sharp and faithful focus on Bible
ern conditions and events in the light of truth, on world happenings that may fulfill
God's Word, being receptive to Jehovah's prophecies, and on religious news gener­
message, and quick to declare his truths ally. Sometimes it will tear down religious
and judgments. Jehovah commands the falsehoods, that Bible truth may be built
watchman class to "call aloud, hold not up in their stead. Such two-way work is
back, lift up your voice like a trumpet; Scripturally commanded, and is beneficial
show my people their transgression". (Isa. for all persons of right heart condition.
58: 1, An Amer. Trans.) As a voice for (Jer. 1: 10; Heb. 12: 5-13) However, The
the watchman class, The Watchtower has Watchtower does not claim to be inspired
trumpeted forth the sins of those profess- in its utterances, nor is it dogmatic. It in­
ing to serve God, and at present lifts up vites careful and critical examination of
its voice in thirty languages and is heard its contents in the light of the Scriptures.
throughout the nations of earth. Its purpose is to aid others to know Jeho-

Viewed in this light it may be said that vah and his purposes toward mankind, and
The Watchtower stands as a watchman on to announce Christ's established kingdom
a lookout post, alert to what is going on, as our only hope.
awake to note signs that warn of danger, Jehovah God is the Teacher of his people,
quick to point the way to life in a new but we must "be on the watch" to catch
world. It heralds the news of Jehovah's his instruction. We must "not sleep like
kingdom established by Christ's enthrone- the rest of men, but be wakeful and sober".
ment in heaven, warns that we live in the To those who do slumber the wakeful ones
last days of this old world, cries out that must cry, "It is high time to awake!" (Isa.
Jehovah's battle of Armageddon comes on 54 13 R 13 C 6 A: ; om. : -11; 1 or. 1 : 13, n
apace, feeds the kingdom joint-heirs with

f d will ith Amer. Trans.; 1 Thess. 5: 6, Moffatt) Ifspiritual food, cheers men 0 goo WI WI
you have been asleep to the signs of theglorious prospects of eternal life in a para-

dise earth, and comforts us with the resur- times, not watching world developments
rection promise for the dead. All this it in the light of Bible prophecies, then you
does with confident ring in its voice, be- must obey the command to wake up and
cause its words find their foundation in watch. Let The Watchtower help you heed
God's Word. It is not a blind or dumb such admonition that leads to life, for that
watchman, but tries to keep in tune with is its purpose.
God by searching his Word and being re- Faithfully living up to its name and pur­
ceptive to his guidance, with eyes always pose, The Watchtower does stand alone in
open to prophecy so that it knows what to its field, and its value is unmeasurable in
look for in world events, so that it under- money. It declares God's wisdom, which is
stands the significance of what it sees. It "better than rubies; and all the things that
does not privately interpret prophecy, but may be desired are not to be compared to
calls attention to physical facts, sets them it". Such wisdom "is a tree of life". The
alongside prophecy, and you see for your- Watchtower beckons you to lay hold upon
self how well the two match, how accurate- that wisdom, and gain life in a new world
ly Jehovah interprets his own prophecy. without end.-Prov. 3: 13-18; 8: 10,11;
-2 Pet. 1: 20, 21. Eph. 3: 21.



chief cause of all for the Bible being an
unknown book is, of course, non-Christian
homes."
cr. The Rev. Dr. H. Townsend, Principal Emer­
itus, Manchester Baptist College, was honest
enough to admit that even the clergy are
grossly ignorant when it comes to the Bible.
Backing up his admission he quoted the An­
glican Commission as saying: "The ignorance
of the Bible today amongst many of the young­
er clergy is really horrifying." Others thought
that the clergy should be only partly blamed.
Wrote Mrs. H. M. Fenn, "The clergy are not
the only ones responsible for interpreting the
scriptures. Even when being taught by Christ's
own apostles the early Christians were com­
mended for 'searching the scriptures daily,
whether these things were so.' (Acts 17: 11)"
< The truth of the matter is, these are all con­
tributing factors-evolution, modern atheism,
pagan doctrines taught by both the Catholics
and the Protestants, the hiding of the Bible
under the creeds and traditions of men, the re-
jection of the Bible as God's inspired Word of
Truth, the gross blindness of the clergy, and
the woeful indifference of the people them­
selves toward reading and studying the Bible
-all these elements combined have produced
a wild generation of hypocrites! They draw
near to God with their lips in prayer, but their

..• hearts are far from· Him and their minds are
so far removed they know not even the sim-
plest things about the Bible. In vain they do
worship, teaching and believing the command­
ments of men and the philosophies of the
pagans.-Matt. 15: 1·9.
< But you, dear reader, do not be like those
who have the best-seller in their homes and
yet open it so seldom they cannot tell the Gos­
pel books containing the life of Christ. Do not
be an imitation Christian. Instead of following
the blind clergy of Christendom and falling
into their miry ditch of confusion, better it
will be if you study the Bible for yourself, as
Christ and the apostles did. It too can be a
lamp for your feet. It can lead you out of the
darkness and death of this present devil-ruled
world into the glorious brightness and life of
the new world of righteousness. Gain such life­
giving knowledge and wisdom and you will
not exchange it for silver or gold or precious
rubies.-Ps. 119: 105; Provo 8: 8-12.

BEST-SELLER LEAST READ?
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the Mother of Jesus
"HAIL, 0 favored one, the Lord is with you shall call

you!" With this arresting salutation name Jesus. He ... ~

the angel Gabriel addressed the humble will be great,
daughter of Heli in the city of Nazareth and will be called the:: n
some 1,952 years ago. She was a young vir- of the Most Hi ill and
gin of poor circumstances, this girl, and her the Lord God . g Ive to
father called her Mary) meaning "bitter". him the th 0 e f his
She was engaged to be married, not to a father vid, and he will
noble prince, but to Joseph the carpenter, reign ov tHe liouse of Jacob foreve~;

a man of humble station in life, like herself. of his kingdom there 0

Then why would an angelic messenger from -Luke 1:30-33, Rev. Stan. Ve1".
the Most High God hail her as a "favored Well, at such a stupendous announce­
one"? Or why did her cousin Elizabeth, ment as this, you can just visualize the
under power of the holy spirit, exclaim to surprise, wonderment and doubt mixed
Mary, "Blessed are you among women"? with heated emotions, all crowding the
-Luke 1: 28, 41, 42, Rev. Stan. Ver. mind and countenance of this modest girl.

Dismiss from your mind at once any Not knowing what to say first, reason came
thought that Mary was blessed by a so- to her rescue. "How can this be, since I
called "immaculate conception" to free her have no husband?" she queried. "The holy
from the stains of Adamic sin. She was spirit will come upon you," explained the
born like all other girls. When it came to angel, "and the power of the Most High
inherited imperfections due to Adam's orig- will overshadow you; therefore the child
inal sin she was no different from King to be born will be called holy, the Son of
David, who declared: "I was shapen in God." To help her remove any doubts about
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive the matter the angel then declared: "Be­
rne." (Ps. 51: 5) Whereas there is not the hold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old
finest thread of Scriptural support for the age has also conceived a son; and this is
theory of theologians that Mary was born the sixth month with her who was called
immaculately perfect, there is much proof barren. For with God nothing will be im­
in the Bible to the contrary. Then how and possible."-Luke 1: 34-37, Rev. Stan. Ver.
in what way was this woman favorably Mary immediately accepted the privilege
blessed above others of Eve's daughters? of service, willingly and joyfully, yet in
. According to Jewish law and custom, all meekness and humility. "Behold I am

Mary was considered as the espoused wife the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me
of Joseph, though she was still living with according to your word." And with that she
her parents. (Matt. 1: 18) During this en- hastened to the hilly country of Judah, to
gagement period prior to the actual mar- the home of Elizabeth, where she found
riage the Lord's messenger appeared to her conditions exactly as the angel had de­
with startling news. "Do not be afraid, scribed. What joy and gladness filled
Mary," the angel said, "for you have found Mary's heart and mind! Overwhelmed, her
favor with God. And behold, you will con- lips bubbled forth in beautiful words of
ceive in your womb and bear a son, and praise.-Luke 1: 38-55, Rev. Stan. Ver.
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returned and settled in the little village of
Nazareth. (Matt. 2: 13-23; Luke 2: 39) It
was there that Mary reared J esus under
godly family conditions. She provided Jesus
with natural brothers and sisters.

BECOMES JOS EPH'S WIFE

It was necessary for a virgin to supply
the human body of Jesus, for this was one
of the signs foretold by the prophet. (Isa.
7 : 14; Matt. 1: 22,23) But why was a
betrothed rather than a disengaged virgin
required? In order to provide a foster- MARY HAD OTHER CHILDREN

father, a natural descendant of David, who You did not know this? It is plainly
could pass along to the child the legal right recorded in the Bible. In the course of his
to the throne of David. Joseph was such a traveling from village to village Jesus came
descendant through Solomon, as the histo- to his own home town in Galilee where all
r ian Matthew shows. Luke records that the his childhood acquaintances recognized
mother Mary was likewise of the tribe of him. "Is not this the carpenter's son?" they
Judah and was also a descendant of David, asked. "Is not his mother called Mary? And
through his son Nathan. (See The Kingdom are not his brothers James and Joseph and
Is at Hand, pages 39 to 43.) Hence the Simon and Judas ? And are not all his
heirship rights of Jesus were doubly estab- sisters with us?" (Matt. 13: 55,56, Rev.
lished. (Matt. 1 : 2-16; Luke 3 : 23-34) Stan. Ver.) The Nazarenes referred to the
This is why the angel assured Joseph that natural, physical family that lived in their
he should not hes itate to take Mary for his village, Joseph the carpenter, his wife
legal wife, even though she was with child. Mary and her sons and daughters whom
-Matt. 1 : 19-25. they knew to be the natural brothers and

Forced by a taxation decree of Caesar sisters of this man Jesus.
Augustus, Joseph and Mary had to go up No student of the Bible need be deceived
to Bethlehem to register. While there, and into thinking these brothers and sisters
under those crowded conditions, Mary was were "cousins". Neither were they his
delivered of her first-born son. Shepherds spiritual brethren, his disciples, for John
from the fields came to pay honor to the 2: 12 makes the clear distinction between
new-born Jesus and give praise to his life- the two groups, to wit: "After this he went
giving Father Jehovah. After forty days down to Capernaum, with his mother and
of puri ficat ion according to the law of his brothers and his disciples." (R ev. Stan.
Moses, Mary went up to the temple in Je- Ver.) "But other of the apostles I saw
rusalem to make atonement for her sins. none," Paul writes, "saving James the
(Luke 2: 22-24; Lev. 12) This proves she brother of the Lord ."(Gal. 1: 19, Douay)
was no "Immaculate mother of God". Her Since the' account says that Joseph "knew"
natural imperfections had to be covered by Mary not "until" Jesus was born, it goes
atoning sacrifices. While there in Jerusa- without saying that he "knew" her afte r­
lem Simeon the man of God, and the aged wards, and that he fathered her other chil­
prophetess Anna, blessed and worshiped dren. (Matt. 1: 25, Rev. Stan. V er.) Not
this Son of God. These events further em- . without meaning Luke 2: 7 calls Jesus her
phasize that the mother Mary was not the "first-born son".
center of attraction and worship. (Luke As a good mother Mary diligently taught
2: 25-38) Later Magi fr om the East came to and instructed her children in righteous­
render homage to her son.-Matt. 2: 1-12. ness . The proverb she knew: "Train up a

After fleeing to Egypt and abiding there child in the way he should go : and when
until wicked Herod died, Jesus' parents he is old, he will not depart fr om it." (Prov.



MARY AS JESUS' DISCIPLE

The meekness and purity of Mary's heart
and mind, her sincere love and devotion to
God, the absence of any selfish ambition to
shine because of her unique assignment
of service, are all manifest in her becoming
Jesus' devoted disciple. Search the Scrip­
tures and you will not find her with a halo,
seated on a throne as "mother-queen" or
"madonna", bathing herself in reflected
glory of Christ. Rather you will see her
far in the background out of the public's
spotlight.-John 2: 12; Matt. 13: 53-56.

Jesus nipped in the bud any such thing
as pagan "mariolatry" among his followers.
"It happened while he was saying this, that
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22: 6) Studiously she schooled herself in a certain woman out of the crowd shouted
the inspired Scriptures, as shown in her to him, saying, 'Blessed is the womb that
spontaneous expression when greeted by bore you, and the breasts that you have
Elizabeth. (Luke 1: 46-55) On that occa- sucked.' 'No, rather,' he answered, 'blessed
sion she repeated the sentiments of Han- are those who listen to the word of God,
nah's song, and displayed a good knowledge and keep it.''' (Luke 11: 27, 28, Centenary
of the psalms, historic and prophetic writ- Trans.; Weymouth; Oath: Conf ratemity)
ings, and books of Moses. (1 Sam. 2: 1-10; Again, at the wedding feast Jesus sa id to
Gen. 30: 13; Provo 31: 28; Mal. 3: 12) Pro- Mary, "Woman, what have I to do with
phetic events and sayings she committed thee?" (John 2: 4) Today we might say,
to memory, treasured them up in her heart, 'What business is it of yours?' Modern
pondered over them in her mind, and was translations read: "Leave the matter in my
thus equipped to give parental instruction hands." (Weymouth) "Do not try to direct
to the lad Jesus.-Luke 2: 19,33. me."-An Amer. Trans.

When only a mere boy of 12, Jesus aston- When one of Jesus' listeners interrupted
ished the learned doctors of the temple his preaching to say his mother and broth­
with his home training in the Scriptures. ers were outside desiring to speak to him,
However, the circumstances under which Christ simply gestured toward his disciples
Jesus separated himself from his parents and said: "Behold my mother and my
at that passover season brought reproof brethren! For whosoever shall do the will
from his mother. "Son, why hast thou thus of my Father which is in heaven, the same
dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have is my brother, and sister, and mother."
sought thee sorrowing." The lad Jesus (Matt. 12: 46-50; Mark 3: 31-35; Luke
defended his preaching activity, and these 8: 19-21) Of a truth, Jesus would never
words Mary also stored in her memory. make a comparison like this unless he actu­
However, Jesus did learn and exercise obe- ally had natural brothers and sisters,
dience to his parents, for "he went down children of his mother!
with them, and came to Nazareth, and was So the singular privilege and blessedness
subject unto them".-Luke 2: 42-52.· that Mary enjoyed was first giving birth

to the human body of Jesus, then mother­
ing and training the young child, and
finally, through relation with God by faith,
becoming Christ's disciple and spiritual
sister. Our last glimpse of Mary in the Bible
does not show her being bowed down to
and worshiped as "Our Lady", the "Blessed
Virgin", but rather we see her in an upper
room together with other faithful women
and the apostles and with her other sons,
there worshiping God and his Son Christ
Jesus. (Acts 1: 13,14) In course of time
she died, her body returned to the dust,
and, like the other early Christians, she
waited till God's due time to raise her as a
spirit creature for life in heaven.-1 Cor.
15: 44,50; 2 Tim. 4: 8; Rev. 11: 15-18.



Radio Station WBBR Preaches the Word
.........' \ 1 /", Jehovah's witnesses now declare

....:: . ::: "the day of vengeance of our
.... God" and at the same time "com-
~ fort all that mourn". (Isa. 61: 2)

This message of judgment upon the nations
and of comfort to the mourners is being
published in all the world unto all nations
by God's faithful Kingdom publishers who
are ministers of the gospel, by the printed
page, by word of mouth, by correspondence
and by radio. Outstanding in the field of
radio is the Watchtower station WBBR,
in New York city.

Many have been the attempts by the
misguided servants of darkness to stilI the
voice of this, the only radio station on
earth dedicated wholly to the service of
Almighty God; but after twenty-six years
of uninterrupted proclamation of the King­
dom message giving unstinted praise to
Jehovah, WEBR goes confidently on shar­
ing with all other Theocratic instruments
the protection Jehovah has promised to his
people.-Isa. 54: 17, Am. Stan. Ver.

This station being confined to a building,
and its voice not being strong enough to
reach into all lands, it is unable to fulfill
the divine command to preach this gospel
of the Kingdom to all nations. The over­
spreading of the earth with the gospel
message is done by the entire body of gos­
pel preachers, Jehovah's witnesses, as they
actively publish the truth in all nations.
However, WEBR does have a rare oppor­
tunity of preaching to many persons from
many nations.

WEBR's voice may reach some or many
of the official representatives of nations,

because of its location in New York city.
How so? Why, because the focal point of
the largest gathering of national represent­
atives ever to exist on earth is New York
city. The nations gather there representa­
tively in a United Nations organization.
And WBBR has a message that should
vitally concern the United Nations, be­
cause God's Word speaks of such inter­
national attempts to rule the world, and
WBBR preaches that Word.

Over nineteen centuries ago Jesus gave
warning of the coming of this great council
of nations with its religious backing and
said it would presume to stand in the holy
place, claiming to be divinely authorized,
but in actuality it would be a dreadful dese­
cration under the guise of the political ex­
pression of the kingdom of God on earth.
"'So when you see the dreadful desecra­
tion, of which the prophet Daniel spoke,
set up in the Holy Place '-the reader must
take note of this."-Matt. 24: 15, An Amer.
Trans.; Ps. 2: 1-9.

At the time this great kingdom counter­
feit come into prominent view there is to
be a mighty world-wide proclamation re­
garding the true kingdom: "And this gos­
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come." (Matt.
24: 14) The desecrating counterfeit has
come into view; God's people are taking
note of this. And WEBR is preaching it,
at the very doorstep of the U.N.

Not only are the official representatives
of many nations within reach of WBBR's
radio signal, but also there are millions of
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individuals speaking the languages of the
various nations, many thousands of them
being foreign-born. The iron curtain may
be down between the good news of the
Kingdom and those nations behind that
iron curtain, and may hinder though not
stop gospel-preaching in those lands; but
there are still in the great metropolitan
center of New York city, WEBR's primary
area, according to the last census, 926,516
Russians; 412,543 Poles; 322,586 Aus­
trians; 123,188 Hungarians; 57,624 Czecho­
slovakians; 84,675 Rumanians, and 11,355
Yugoslavians.

We might look to Palestine, with its
1,912,000 inhabitants, when we think of
the good news of the Kingdom going to the
Jews of the fleshly house of Israel, and yet
incline to ignore the fact that there are
2,035,000 Jews in New York city alone.
We think of Rome as being the city where
most Italians would be found in one place;
there are 1,500,000 inhabitants in Rome,
yet in New York city there are 1,095,000
persons, Italian-speaking or Italian-born.
There are 506,635 people in Dublin, Ire­
land, where the Kingdom message is great­
ly opposed by the Catholic clergy, yet there
are 518,466 Irishmen in New York city
alone, where the Kingdom message is freely
broadcast by WBBR. And while in Greece
Jehovah's witnesses receive diabolical per­
secution at the hands of false religionists,
from WEBR the good news of the Kingdom
is within easy reach of 53,253 Greeks re­
siding in the city of New York.

WEBR is indeed a powerful instrument
in the hands of the Most High God, privi­
leged to preach not to all nations, but to
many individuals from many nations.

COMFORTING MOURNERS WITH BIBLE STUDIES

While it is true that WEBR counts it an
honor and a privilege to declare the pur­
pose of Jehovah and his coming judgments
upon the nations, it takes particular delight

in comforting those within its great audi­
ence that mourn, and there are many such.
Today we are living in the time of the ful­
fillment of the prophecy of Amos 8: 11:
"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord
Jehovah, that I will send a famine in the
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of
Jehovah." (Am. Stan. V er.) Throughout
the land of Christendom there is a dearth
of truth, a spir itual famine. Many of the
Lord's sheep are hungrily seeking the
green pas ture where food convenient can
be found. WEBR is playing an impor tant
role in cooperation with the Lord's people
in seeking out those hungry ones.

The Watchtower Society, the owner and
operator of WEBR, has found that these
dear sheep of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Good Shepherd, can be fed most conven­
iently in small home Bible-study groups.
As the Good Shephe rd promised : "Where
two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them."
(Matt. 18: 20, Am. Stan. V e?·.) WEBR
enjoys the happy privilege of being able
to serve more than 5,000 such home Bible­
study groups.

In addition there are countless homes
into which the heart-cheering message of
the Kingdom is sent by radio signal.
Uniformed attendants, unsympathetic
doorkeepers or grumpy householders can­
not stop a radio message from reaching
the receiver of some hungry sheep casually
turning the dial if haply he might find
something upon which to feed his hungry
soul. In the huge apartment houses of
metropolitan New York this is particularly
true. The tenant in the back room or a
member in the family, neither of whom
ever goes to the door, still may be reached
and served with the mere turning on of his
receiving set and his tuning to 1330 kilo­
cycles. From among the apartment houses
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of Manhattan comes this note of gratitude:
"The West Manhattan Unit of Jehovah's

witnesses wishes to express appreciation
to WBBR for the good work that is being
done for the people of good will in our
territory. The West Manhattan territory
is such that much of it is inaccessible, but
we are comforted in the knowledge that
the powerful .radio waves of VlBBR can go
beyond those doors and reach in where we
cannot."

One would expect to find in the Lord's
work perfect coordination between all its
branches. A faithful witness standing pa­
tiently at the street corner, holding in view
of the passers-by the message of life as
contained in The Watchtower and inviting
others to partake of the message, could
hardly know that WBBR had already
paved the way and stirred up a hungry
sheep to seek the green pasture of truth.
But such was the case. From a Kingdom
publisher comes this happy testimony:

"When we were in street work I handed
a lady an invitation to the public Bible
lecture. She smiled and thanked me. She
said she had been listening to WBBR for
about four months and found it very inter­
esting and 'the gentleman on the radio told
me someone would call and help me study
the Bible. You know, two are better than
one. Do you do that work?' I have had
three studies with her in (L et God Be True'.
That is the first time anyone ever came up
and asked me for a study. Thanks for the
wonderful help we are receiving in the
field from the broadcasts of WBBR."

But WBBR's service . is not confined to
metropolitan New York, as large and ex­
tensive as it is. From the eastern reaches
of New Brunswick, Canada, came this note
of interest: "I called on a family who are
all old and cri ppled in some way. They are
isolated and love the truth dearly. They
get the evening programs of WBBR . . .
The radio is really a blessing to this iso-

lated family and they are happy beyond
description."

And then those unfortunate shut-ins:
"Just a note of appreciation to our heav­
enly Fatherfor the programs we hear each
day. My mother is 95 years of age and
almost blind, and but for the radio would
indeed be lonely."

Expressions from our Jewish friends
should not be overlooked:

"I have been a constant listener to your
evening broadcasts. If there be any solu­
tion to the world's ills, it shall be only one:
the abandonment of materialism displaced
by spiritual belief and love for one another
and for God. I would like to know more
about the Watchtower. My upbringing,
being nearly empty of religious instruction
(of the Hebrew faith), lacking knowledge
of the truth, has caused me to be in con­
fusion. Now, however, the truth is seeping
in. Awaiting your reply."

This dear sheep got his reply! From
another sincere Jew came this heartfelt
praise:

"Among your many well-wishers, I too
should like to extend to you my heartfelt
wishes in behalf of your splendid work. It
is perhaps needless for me to tell you that
among all the major and minor broadcast­
ing stations yours indeed excels them all,
for your services are of priceless value,
sound and inspiring. Your humble organi­
zation of Jehovah's witnesses, in the devo­
tion towards spiritual light and truth, is
a sublime consolation and effort in this
unbearable tragic day and age of spiritual
and moral darkness and desecration."

And so with boldness in this day, giving
all praise to Jehovah, WBBR gives warn­
ing, 'declaring "the day of vengeance of
our God", and with humble gratitude to
the Great Shepherd, Jehovah, and the Good
Shepherd, Christ Jesus, continually feeds
the sheep, comforts those that mourn, and
faithfully preaches the Word.- 2 Tim. 4: 2.



involved; it was simply a rest ri ction placed on
the Is raelites, one whi ch other nations then did
not observe. The reason wh y the Israelites must
view the matter differently from other nations
is shown by- the words, "For thou art a holy
people un to Jehovah thy God."

., What is meant by the foot-washing mentioned
at John 13: 4·16? D02s it mean that this should
be performed as a ceremony by Christians?
- Reader in Virginia .

In the time of Christ the people wore sandals
and the feet of travelers became soiled, so that
upon arriving at their destination it was neces­
sary to wash the fe et. The traveler being weary
from his journey would often be shown the
courtesy of having his feet washed by a serv­
ant under the direction of the host. (Luke 7: 44)
Servants not being usual among Christians,
most of them being poor, the servi ce was per­
formed by the host or hostess. (l Tim. 5: 10)
It was a service having much practical value
in Jesus' time. When Jesus did it he was not
establishing any religious ceremony, but was
setting an example. "If I then, you r Lord and
Master, have washed your fee t; ye also ought
to wa sh one another's feet. For I have given
you an example, that ye should do as I have
done to you." (John 13: 14,15) He was demon­
strating humility and love by performing a
menial service for the comfort of his brethren;
by example he made his disciples see the need
of being servants in God's organization, wait ing
on one another with the water of truth to aid
them to walk in the clean way. (Eph, 5: 25,26)
Hence Christians tod ay should copy his exam­
ple by being humble and ready to serve their
brethren in practical ways, just as in Jesus' day
foot-washing was practical. Changed conditions
have removed the practical benefits from foot­
washing under those same circumstances, and
it should not be done merely ceremonially.

• Why did the Mosaic Law permit the Israelites
to give to the stranger anything that died of
itself, though they might not eat it themselves ?
-Reader in California.

The quest ion refers to Deuteronomy 14: 21, • How can it be said Jesus was born 2 B.C. if
wh ich reads : "Ye shall not eat of anything that the Christian era began to count from his birth?
dieth of itself : thou mayest give it unto the - A New Jersey reader.
sojourner that is within thy gates, that he may When Christendom began to count the years
eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto a foreigner : since Jesus' birth an error was made in the
for thou art a holy people unto Jehovah thy calculation. This is generally recognized, but the
God." (Am. Stan . Ver.) In giving or selling such degree of error is disputed, some saying the era
a carcass to a stranger or foreigner the Israel- starts from four to eight years late. However,
ites were not to misrepresent the matter. The the Scriptures show Jesus' birth as 2 B.C. In
receiver or buyer of such wares would be acting the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius, Jolm
voluntarily. He was under no obligation to buy the Baptist began his ministry, at which time
it or accept it as a gift. There was no injustice John was thirty (about April 1). Six months
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• After his resurrection, why did Jesus tell
Mary Magdalene not to touch him but com­
manded Thomas to touch him?-A New York
reader.

The widely used K ing Jam es Version gives
Jesus' words to Mary as follows: "Touch me
not; for I am not yet as cended to my Father."
Then he told her to go tell the disciples a bout
his resurrection and coming ascension. (John
20: 17) Modern speech clarifies Jesus' meaning,
as we see by An American Translation's ren­
dering: "You must no t cling to me, for I have
not yet gone up to my Father." It was not a
question of her touching Jesus ; she had not
only touched him but was clinging to him,
doubtless fearful that he would vanish and as­
cend into heaven. Jesus assured her that he
was not going yet, and th at she should stop
clinging to him but go tell his disciples what
had happened. That same day Jesus ap peared
to other disciples, but Thomas was not present
and later said he would not believe it till he
saw the nail wounds on Jesus and had thrust
his hand into Jesus' speared side. A few days
later J esus did appear to the disciples when
Thomas was present, and he invited Thomas
to touch the wounds. (John 20: 25-27) In both
instances Jesus had good reasons for speaking
as he did, and there is no contradiction or in­
consistency between the two cases.
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later Jesus was thirty. (Num, 4: 3; Luke 3: 1-3,
23; 1: 36) That would be about October 1, in
the sixteenth year of Tiberius Caesar. Tiberius'
first year began August 19, A.D. 14; his fifteenth

would end August 18, A.D. 29. Hence if Jesus
was thirty at about October 1, 29, that means
that his birth thirty years earlier must have
been about October 1, 2 B.C.

experiences in Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom
"SHEEP" IN FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA
Brother Bernard Gaouranga, one of the new

and zealous publishers of the Bangui company,
came to visit here at Dekoa for two months. It
is his native land. We go out witnessing to­
gether, and, as this district is, so to speak,
solidly people of good will, we are followed by
big crowds to whom we witness. Protestant
assemblies, encouraged principally by Jacques
Samba, a native pastor of that region, invite
us constantly, in spite of the interdiction of the
European pastors. In one place it happened that
we were preaching to an assembly of 988 eager
listeners. Many more persons of good will hesi­
tate to participate in the "strange work" of
Jehovah because they have not seen in our land
a white leader in charge of the work. The col­
ored Africans would not hurl themselves to an
organization without fear unless they see a

European in charge. Therefore we rejoiced so
much in reading in one of the issues of The
Watchtower that the Society will send some
brethren.-Dekoa publisher.

LOOK IN YOUR BIBLE!

A publisher from Florida reports this rather
amusing experience: "One outstanding event
was with a man who had lost two dollars ten
years ago in his home, and had fired his maid
for theft. When he asked me whether his Bible
was like mine and contained the same informa­
tion, I asked to see his copy. After some search­
ing it was found, and I opened his Bible and
there the long-lost two dollars. He spent one of
the dollars for an Awake! subscription, and
commented, 'If I ever ' fi nd the maid I'll send
her a subscription with the other one.' "
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"STICK TO YOUR WORK"

For the month of September, Jehovah's wit­
nesses have selected their service theme from
1 Timothy 4: 16, lIIoffatt, "Stick to your work."
Their sticking to the work of gospel-preaching
has enabled you and thousands of others to
better understand God's purposes. Are you not
grateful for their perseverance? Your apprecia­
tion .canbest be shown by calling these truths
to the attention of others. So doing, you, too,
share in ' a work that leads both the workers
and those who hear them onto the path of life.
To this end, three booklets, one colored-cover
and two self-covered, are to be offered during
September, on a contribution of 10c. If you
would like to obtain a supply to .furnish to your
acquaintances you may obtain some from the
local company. of Jehovah's witnesses or write
to us for them. We shall be pleased at the same
time to furnish report slips and such instruc­
tions as you require so that your share in the
preaching work may be ad ded to th at of the
thousands of others who are sticking to this
work of the ministry throughout the world.

"REPORT OF INTERNATIONAL ASSEMBLY
OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES"

A complete report describing .all eight days
of the International Assembly : of Jehovah's
Witnesses, held July 30 through August 6, 1950,
at the Yankee Stadium, New York, will be avail­
able about August 14, 1950. This 96-page bro­
chure, which includes all five convention issues,
is printed on white paper with pages the same
in dimensions as this magazine. It is bound in
a durable cover and will be mailed anywhere,
postpaid, on a contribution of .25c: It provides a
lasting record of this memorable event.

"WATCIITOWER" STUDIES

Week of September 17:
"The Increase of His Government," 11 1-21.

Week of September 24:
Answering the Foes of His Government, 11 1-18.

Week of October 1:
Answering the Foes of His Government, 1119-28;
Resolution, 11 1-12.


