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“And all thy children shall be taught o f Jehovah; and 
great shall be the peace o f thy children.” * Isaiah  3 4 : 1 3 .

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES
THAT JEHOVAH Is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things; 
and that a cherub son of God rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon i t ; that man yielded to the unfaith­
ful cherub, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God’s law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam’s wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God’s new capital organization;

THAT GOD’S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion’s children, members of Jehovah’s 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it 
is to testify to Jehovah’s supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD of Satan began its “ time of the end” 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the “new earth” ;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
next great act is to destroy Satan’s organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth ; and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the 
divine mandate to “ fill the earth” with righteous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth.

ITS MISSION

THIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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“ANNOUNCING MESSIAH’S PRESENCE” TESTIMONY PERIOD
April closes the 1950 campaign o f taking subscriptions for the 

W atchtow er  magazine. This final month has been set aside as 
“ Announcing Messiah’s Presence”  Testimony Period and will be 
a month o f special effort and activity world-wide in this behalf. 
When first published in July, 1879, our magazine was called 
“ Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence” . It is still 
a herald of the invisible presence o f Christ or Messiah, with more 
proof of this now than ever before since 1914. Very fittingly, then, 
subscriptions for The W atch tow er  are to be taken during the 
Testimony Period thus designated. For each subscription for a 
year at the regular rate o f $1.00 a set o f 8 booklets is to be 
given as a premium. Where people are already subscribers for 
The W atch tow er, they may be offered, instead, our companion 
magazine A iva ke! but without the booklet premium. We should 
like this twelfth W atch tow er  campaign to realize a peak of sub­
scriptions. I f  you are in favor of that, join us in the campaign. 
Write us, should you need any assistance to that end. Each one’s 
report will enhance the world-wide total. So submit your report 
on our form for such.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week o f April 30: “ Fearless at the World’s End,”

1-13 inclusive, also “ The Way to Remain Fearless 
to the Final End” ,
1-9 inclusive, The W atch tow er  March 15, 1950.

Week o f May 7: “ The Way to Remain Fearless to the Final End,”  
10-30 inclusive, The W atch tow er  March 15, 1950.

MEMORIAL FOR 1950
The new moon nearest the spring equinox in the north temperate 

zone determines the first month o f the year according to Jehovah’s 
decree. (Ex. 12 :1 , 2) This yeai the month Nisan begins at sunset 
of March 19, and hence the fourteenth day of Nisan would begin 
at sundown o f Saturday, April 1, 1950. This agrees with the date 
nineteen years previous according to the metonic cycle. That day, 
after 6 p.m., Standard Time, would be the correct time for the 
annual observance of Christ’s death according to his command. At 
an appointed hour that night companies, units, and groups o f the 
consecrated people o f God should assemble. After an opening song 
and prayer, some appointed consecrated person, preferably one of 
Jehovah’s anointed ones, should present extemporaneously or read 
a discussion upon the meaning of the Memorial emblems. Then 
prayer should be offered over the emblems and they should be 
served, for any o f the remnant of the anointed members of Christ’s 
body to partake of. The emblems should be unleavened bread and 
red wine, to copy our Lord’s example. All persons of good-will, 
whether consecrated or not, are cordially invited to attend this 
significant and blessed celebration, even though they are not 
authorized to partake o f the emblems as members o f Christ’s body. 
After the Memorial appropriate service announcements for the 
group may be made, a closing song sung, and the meeting dismissed 
with prayer. A report should be made to the Society o f the entire 
number attending at each gathering, and the number of those 
partaking of the emblems.
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FEARLESS AT THE WORLD’S END
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear.”

— Ps. 46:1,  2.

JEHOVAH caused the record to be made that in 
the closing days of this old world there would be 
many tribulations, great evils committed, in­

creased oppressions, sorrows multiplied, and an all- 
pervading sense of uncertainty and insecurity would 
rest on the people. Trouble upon trouble has come 
upon this generation, until many wonder just what 
will come next. Great fear has overtaken the earth’s 
inhabitants. They know some great catastrophe is 
impending and that they are powerless to stop it. 
Terrible disasters have already taken place and more 
are yet to follow. Amid all this the faithful Christians 
are the objects of intense universal hatred, and 
yet they are counseled not to be discouraged or 
frightened. Concerning the “time of the end” of this 
world, in which we have been since A.D. 1914, their 
Master said: “And when you hear of wars and dis­
turbances, do not be scared; these have to come first, 
but the end is not at once.” (Luke 2 1 : 9 ,  Moffatt) And 
previous to that prophecy he had said to them: “Fear 
not, you little flock, for your Father’s delight is to 
give you the Realm,” that is, the Kingdom.—Luke 
12:32, Moff.

2 This present evil world is in opposition to 
Almighty Jehovah, and always has been, and there 
is no hope of its ever coming into harmony with God’s 
perfect will. Ignorance of the Most High God is 
everywhere; a dense, mental darkness blankets 
humankind, obscuring the knowledge of Jehovah. 
Only the faithful footstep followers of Jesus Christ 
know Jehovah. Truly “darkness covereth the earth, 
and deep gloom the peoples, but on thee beameth 
[Jehovah], and his glory on thee is seen” . (Isa. 60: 2, 
Rotherham) Into the darkness of this world the light 
must penetrate to open the blind eyes, revealing the 
knowledge of the glory of God and of his beloved 
King-Son to earth’s millions, showing the pathway 
to life and offering comfort and peace. Darkness is 
the antithesis of light. It is no wonder, then, that all 
manner of evil things are said about the light-bearers 
for their discouragement. Threats are made by the 
workers of darkness against the children of light to

try to intimidate and if possible bring fear so that 
they will desist from spreading light. Such conduct 
by those of this world often causes much surprise to 
the peaceful servants of the only light. They find it 
hard to understand until they call to mind what Jesus 
said concerning such experiences: “Happy are ye, 
whensoever they may reproach you and persecute 
you and say every evil thing against you falsely for 
my sake: rejoice and exult, because your reward is 
great in the heavens; for so persecuted they the 
prophets who were before you.”—Matt. 5:11, Roth.

3 The thousands of good-will persons now receiving 
the light have not been accustomed to ill-treatment. 
Sometimes they question the advisability of continu­
ing if such treatment is to be meted out to them, for 
it is one thing to learn the good things of Jehovah’s 
holy Word and the marvelous blessings in the future 
through the new world, but an entirely different 
thing to meet up with the world’s disapproval, scorn, 
ridicule and persecution. Nevertheless, the dis­
pleasure of the Most High God will be made mani­
fest if we shirk responsibilities because of fear. “The 
fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth 
his trust in Jehovah shall be safe. Many seek the 
ruler’s favor; but a man’s judgment cometh from 
Jehovah.” (Prov. 29:25,26, Am. Stan. Ver.) A 
mighty work has to be performed before this old 
world is destroyed. No time is this for hesitation, 
timidity or fearfulness, but a time for going forward. 
This is a time for courageous action and marvelous 
expansion on the part of all true servants of God. 
The whole world and the invisible evil powers are 
exerting every effort to prevent this prosperity. 
Every expression of hatred is being and will be 
raised to create barriers, but such obstacles will not 
succeed. “No weapon that is formed against thee 
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.” (Isa. 
54:17, Am. Stan. Ver.) Such promises are for the 
heritage of diligent, fearless servants of Jehovah 
God.

4 Today his mouthpieces have to speak God’s Word

83
1. Who are today in fear, and who are not so, and why?2. Who now bear the light? Why Is It attempted to frighten them? 3, 4. However, what is this a time for? and why that with confidence?
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to rebellious Christendom, a stiff-necked generation, 
a hardhearted people, and no words must be dimin­
ished from the divine commands. No; but the whole 
counsel of God must be declared, even though Satan, 
the god of this evil world, will try to make us forget 
the truth and God’s instructions. Those who are over­
come by the evil one or by his agents will incur the 
displeasure of Jehovah.

5 The fearless servants of God are at enmity with 
this world: “The friendship of the world is enmity 
to God. Whosoever, therefore, is minded to be a 
friend of the world an enemy of God doth constitute 
himself.” (Jas. 4:4, Roth.) This enmity is not for 
different political opinions, ideologies, religious 
views, or racial animosity. No, our enmity is far 
more embracing, for it is opposition to the whole 
world, visible and invisible. No individual, group or 
world organization could continue in such a state of 
alienation from this present evil world in its own 
strength. Human endurance can go only so far. No 
person of flesh and blood can stand against the 
whole world and serve with an unpopular, despised 
organization for very long, unless he obtains 
strength from the highest source, the Almighty 
Jehovah. In such service there are no praises from 
men, no plaudits, no thanks nor honors from the 
world, no monetary nor commercial gain. Indeed the 
more service rendered, the more zeal, energy and 
devotion put into the work, the greater the hatred 
and disesteem from those of this world. Therefore, 
is it not of vital importance to know how this much- 
needed strength and support may be obtained?

6 His Word abounds with assurances: “Come 
now! D o you not understand, have you not heard, 
that the Eternal is an everlasting God, the maker of 
the world from end to end? He never faints, never 
is weary, his insight is unsearchable; into the weary 
he puts power, and adds new strength to the weak. 
Young men may faint and weary, the strong youths 
may give way, but those who wait for the Eternal 
shall renew their strength, they put out wings like 
eagles, they run and never weary, they walk and 
never faint.” (Isa. 40: 28-31, Moff.) The apostle Paul 
comforted us with these words: “In conclusion, 
strengthen yourselves in the Lord and in the power 
which His supreme might imparts.” (Eph. 6:10, 
Weymouth) An American Translation expresses it, 
“You must grow strong through union with the 
Lord.” Stress is laid on the words “must grow 
strong”. Quite evidently, then, the power of God will 
not just fall on us like a coat, equipping us to do 
mighty works, but rather something has to be done 
by each individual to strengthen himself in the Lord. 
Much time in study has to be spent that one may learn 
the source of strength, who has already obtained it,
5. With what are we at enmity? Whose strength do we need? Why?6. How may such needed strength and support be obtained?

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.

and how he did so. Every Christian surely wants to 
be a valiant warrior of the Lord, do his holy work 
without fear and withstand the fiery darts of the 
wicked one, having complete confidence in Jehovah 
and in his glorious King-Son Christ Jesus.

CAUSES FOR FEAR; HOW TO BE MET
7 What are some of the causes for fear? Probably 

all will concede that fear is the expression of selfish­
ness. Where there is complete unselfishness there is 
love. “There is no fear in love: but perfect love cast- 
eth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he 
that feareth is not made perfect in love.” (1 John 
4:18, Am. Stan. Ver.) This slavish fear certainly 
would be absent if all selfishness were eliminated. 
However, is it not true that when we are requested 
to perform some special service for Jehovah, which 
may be in direct opposition to this world, may in fact 
even be a message against it, thoughts like these 
enter the mind: Can I do this work? Will I fail? 
What will be the result? What will the people think 
and say? Is there possibility of hurt or danger to 
me or to my family? Will it be mental or physical? 
Can the pain be endured? Many doubts come upon 
the fearful. Hesitation sets in and the fear of man 
takes hold. Immediately excuses come to mind; per­
haps there is something more important to do, some­
thing demanding attention has been forgotten, or 
maybe one’s health is not so good. Timid and fearful 
ones are satisfied they have good reasons for not 
going forward with the work in hand. “The spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

8 Is it really possible for a creature to build up his 
courage so there would not be all these fears? Can 
he be fortified against all these fleshly limitations and 
weaknesses? The answer in the affirmative is sup­
plied from Jehovah’s Word. “And my God shall 
supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:19, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) The Most High assures us: “Fear thou not, for 
I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God; 
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous­
ness.” And again, “Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye 
sanctify; and let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread.” (Isa. 41:10 and 8:13, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
He who knows so well the weakness of human flesh 
commands us not to fear.

9 Then how can we depend on him ? Is it possible 
to stake one’s life on the promise of Jehovah? The 
Scriptures supply the answer: “All such words were 
written of old for our instruction, that by remaining 
stedfast and drawing encouragement from the scrip­
tures we may cherish hope.” (Rom. 15:4, Moff.) 
There is no need to fear that our hope will be in
7. What are some of the causes of fear?8, 9. What assurances have we to fortify us against such fears?

fEeWATCHTOWER
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vain or that we shall be disappointed, for the apostle 
says: “Tribulation worketh stedfastness; and sted- 
fastness, approvedness; and approvedness, hope: 
and hope putteth not to shame; because the love of 
God hath been shed abroad in our hearts.”—Rom. 
5: 3-5, Am. Stan. Ver.

10 Our strength must therefore be drawn from a 
study of the Scriptures, for here we learn who is the 
source of strength. Did not the Almighty make 
strength? He created it. The more we learn of Jeho­
vah, and how he supplies his power, the better en­
abled we shall be to become recipients of it. To know 
Jehovah is to trust him. Our Lord Jesus is the per­
fect example of complete confidence, knowing no fear 
of man, of the world, or of the Devil. The truth gives 
freedom of mind, of speech and of self. “Jesus there­
fore said to those Jews that had believed him, If ye 
abide in my word, then are ye truly my disciples; and 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.”—John 8:31,32, Am. Stan. Ver.

11 Truth must be received in meekness. “Wherefore 
putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wicked­
ness, receive with meekness the implanted word, 
which is able to save your souls.” (Jas. 1:21, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) The Lord Jesus was meek. Likewise “ the 
man Moses was very meek, above all the men that 
were upon the face of the earth”. (Num. 12: 3, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Meekness and fear of the Lord are 
essential qualities of the Christian, and Jehovah has 
graciously provided for our private and collective 
study so that we may attain growth in these qualifica­
tions. By meekness will instruction come, and the 
faithful disciple will always be found waiting on the 
Lord and seeking His will. Then at all times the con­
science will be void of offense toward the Lord when 
supplicating him for help and strength to do his 
work. Lack of meekness will often result in one’s 
going ahead and trying to accomplish something in 
his own strength.

12 By our associating for fellowship, study and 
service, we are able to encourage and aid each other 
in the faith. “Then they that feared the Lord spoke
10. Therefore from what study must we draw strength, and why?
11. How must truth be received, and why?
12. 13. How can we encourage and aid one another in the faith?

every one with his neighbour: and the Lord gave 
ear, and heard it: and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that fear the Lord, and 
think on his name. And they shall be my special 
possession, saith the Lord of hosts, in the day that 
I do judgment: and I will spare them, as a man 
spareth his son that serveth him.” (Mai. 3:16,17, 
Douay) Speaking every one with his neighbor cannot 
be accomplished by remaining at home or by only 
reading the Scriptures. To accomplish this it must of 
necessity mean meeting one with another and dis­
cussing the Lord’s Word and those works which 
pertain to the honor of his holy name. It means talk­
ing to one’s neighbors, and telling them the truth. 
With such actions the Lord is so well pleased that 
he commanded a record to be made: “But meanwhile 
those who worshipped the Eternal talked to each 
other, and the Eternal heeded them and heard them; 
before him lies a record of his worshippers who 
adhere to him. ‘And I will claim them,’ the Lord of 
hosts declares, ‘as my own prized possession, on the 
day when I take action; I will spare them, as a man 
spares the son who works in his service.’ ”—Mai. 
3:16,17, Moff.

13 Then the apostle Paul declared: “By observing 
one another, let us arouse ourselves to rival one 
another’s love and good deeds. Let us not neglect 
meeting together as some do, but let us encourage 
one another, all the more as you can see that the 
great Day is coming nearer.” Jesus said, “ For where- 
ever two or three are gathered as my followers, 1 
am there among them.” (Heb. 10: 24, 25; Matt. 18: 20, 
An Amer. Trans.) It is so that we can understand the 
good purposes of the great Jehovah, and grasp for 
ourselves an understanding of the righteous new 
world and its King, for there must be a personal 
acceptance and conviction of these truths. To have 
complete trust and implicit confidence we must make 
these truths our own, a part of ourselves, so to speak, 
and then we shall be able to obey the injunction, 
“Stand your ground, then, with the belt of truth 
around your waist.” The truth is truly our armor 
from God to enable us to withstand the onslaughts 
of the evil one and his demons in these last days. 
—Eph. 6:11-14, An Amer. Trans.

THE WAY TO REMAIN FEARLESS TO THE FINAL END

OBVIOUSLY talking together to know the truth 
will embrace attending Bible studies regularly, 
being present and sharing to the extent 

possible in the service meetings and ministry school 
meetings, making sure we are present at the circuit 
assemblies and other assemblies arranged by the

Lord’s organization. All these provisions are made 
to learn the truth and so grow “strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might” . As each servant 
increases in knowledge he will desire to make it 
available to others. So then, there is the publishing 
of the good news, talking to those outside the com­
panies, the people in general, yes, going from house1. What does talking together to know the truth mean or require?



86

to house, then making further visits until the inter­
est is kindled into a desire for study. The oftener 
Jehovah’s children converse together and carry this 
news to others, the more pleasing it is in his sight.

2 Is it not a fact that those servants who attend 
meetings regularly, take an interest in the ministry 
programs and in the actual preaching service, who 
are present at every session of their circuit assem­
blies, are the ones who are most lively, always dis­
cussing the truth, eager for any opportunities and 
privileges of service? Are they not always talking 
about their back-calls, their studies, or how someone 
has been aided in the service? These dear ones have 
no time to spend doing anything else, but keep them­
selves free from old world pursuits in order that 
they may willingly be slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 Nothing escapes the eye of the Lord. “Thy Father 
which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee open­
ly.” (Matt. 6:4)  He takes note of faithful, loyal 
service. Never does an act escape him. “ The L ord 
hath his throne in the heavens, his eyes behold, his 
eyelids prove, the children of men.” (Ps. 11:4, 
Leeser) We know his eye never sleeps and he is ever 
watchful for the best interests of his children. “For 
he puts you under his angels’ charge, to guard you 
wherever you go, to lift you in their hands lest you 
trip over a stone.” (Ps. 91:11,12, Moff.) Remem­
ber the precious promises: “For the eyes of the Lord 
behold all the earth, and give strength to those who 
with a perfect heart trust in him.” (2 Chron. 16:9, 
Douay) “He never faints, never is weary, his insight 
is unsearchable; into the weary he puts power, and 
adds new strength to the weak. . . . Those who wait 
for the Eternal shall renew their strength.” (Isa. 
40: 28, 29, 31, Moff.) Contentment and peace are the 
lot of those who live in the conscious condition that 
Jehovah’s power is always available for their need, 
and he is watchful for their best interests, believing 
that “we know also that those who love God, those 
who have been called in terms of his purpose, have 
his aid and interest in everything” .—Rom. 8:28, Moff.

4 Why should the Christian then fear? Surely with 
such assurances he may follow through with the serv­
ice of the truth and grow in love, and so grow 
“strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” . 
Jehovah’s witnesses are the only ones who are in 
such a happy condition, for they know the truth and 
it has made them free. They study the Bible, talk 
about it, and obey it, because they know it is God’s 
Word. Their studies include reviews of the acts of 
faith and fearlessness of the servants of God in ages 
past, and they believe that the same God who did 
wondrous works then is the same one we know and 
serve today. “For this God is our God for ever and
2. What effect does such faithful talking together have on one?
3, 4. What assurances give us contentment, peace, happiness, freedom?
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ever: he will be our guide even unto death.”—Ps. 
48:14, Am. Stan. Vor.

5 The way, then, to remain fearless to the end is 
to study the truth which is God’s Word; learn of his 
works toward men in times past; get to know who 
God is and understand his purposes. Appreciate the 
fact that he is the Eternal God, the Almighty, the 
Most High, who always was, is and is to be; without 
beginning, without end, who knows the end from the 
beginning, the source of goodness and life. Learn of 
his beloved Son, the beginning of all creation, for 
without him was not anything made that has been 
made; how he has always been his Father’s delight, 
and, when sent to earth, he took the form of human 
flesh wherein he suffered, and by complete obedience, 
fearlessness, loyalty and love was highly exalted and 
given a name above every name, for he is King of 
kings and Lord of lords, the Everlasting Father, and 
the Prince of Peace. Study God’s Holy Record and 
be taught of the new world of righteousness and its 
blessings, in which you may now learn to rejoice. 
Keep firm your hope to share in these blessings. 
“Happy the people who know thy festal songs, who 
live within the sunshine of thy favour!” (Ps. 89:15, 
Moff.) It is good to know about these promises; yes, 
go beyond merely knowing, memorize them if you 
will, so that they are always in mind for your comfort 
and consolation. Only those who have learned to 
actually trust in Jehovah know the value of being- 
able to recall at will some of the precious statements 
God has made for those who love him.

6 All good-will persons must learn of these things, 
be taught what is involved and who first raised the 
issue of universal supremacy. Unless properly in­
formed of Satan’s works they will not value the 
promises of the Almighty’s protection. For is it not a 
fact that those who seek righteousness and the Lord’s 
honor become targets of the Devil? David, speaking 
prophetically for Jesus, said: “ For the zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up ; and the reproaches of them 
that reproached thee are fallen upon me.” (Ps. 
69:9) Jesus did not choose for himself, but pleased 
first his heavenly Father: “For even Christ pleased 
not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of 
them that reproached thee fell on me.”—Rom. 15: 3.

EFFECTS OF ACCEPTING TRUTH
7 The acceptance of these truths by sincere persons 

has an immediate effect on the disposition and the 
pathway along which they walk. A disinclination to 
continue seeking the company of former associates 
and relatives shows itself and a leaning more to 
be with those who have the truth. This is as it should 
be. The more they seek the truth and companionship
5. What, then, is the way to remain fearless to the end?6. To value God's promises, what issue must we be taught? Why?7. 8. (a) What change does accepting truth effect in us, leading to what fears? (b) In whom must we build up trust, and how?
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of the brethren, the more it becomes apparent to their 
former friends and business associates that some­
thing has happened in their lives to change the course 
of conduct, the conversation and forms of relaxation. 
It may be some will scoff, ridicule and bring various 
kinds of opposition to bear, or perhaps our secular 
occupation is in question, and then, if there are 
Scriptural family responsibilities on us, what will 
happen? Who will look after them? Former friends 
may be lost and disesteem be manifested. Also sup­
pose these prophecies are not going to work out as 
expected! What will then be done? It may be Arma­
geddon will not come as soon as expected! Then 
what? And, to say the least, one would become the 
laughingstock of others. All these fears and many 
more may crowd into the mind. It is now time to take 
comfort and obtain strength.

8 Listen to Jehovah’s word: “Trust in Jehovah with 
all thy heart, and lean not upon thine own under­
standing: in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
will direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes; 
fear Jehovah, and depart from evil.” (Prov. 3:5-7, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) Perhaps at first it is not easy to trust 
in the Lord, for we certainly have to know anyone 
before he can be trusted. However, by prayer in 
earnestness and sincerity, with study and fellowship 
in service, you will learn how to trust in Jehovah with 
all your heart.

9 Honest seekers for righteousness must learn to 
go much farther, if they would become champions 
of truth, real soldiers in the war against the 
Devil’s world, fighters for the new world of right­
eousness, and fearless at this world’s end. Activity 
in the work of Jehovah becomes those who want to 
make progress and really obtain from the Lord his 
full approval, a place in the new world, and a share 
in the joy and blessings with others in the future 
purposes of Jehovah. Fear prevents progress. It 
brings stagnation, perhaps providing obstacles to 
being received into the new world. Those who are 
fearful are in a continual condition of anxiety and 
worry about many things that never happen. The 
Lord Jesus instructed: “So do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries of its own. 
Let each day be content with its own ills.” “But 
which of you with all his worry can add a single hour 
to his life?” (Matt. 6:34, 27, An Amer. Trans.) Need­
less to say, many do not take the Lord at his word 
and cast all their cares upon him. So they are un­
happy because always fearful about something that 
might happen, described by Paul as “those who 
through fear of death had been subject to lifelong 
slavery” . (Heb. 2:15, Weymouth) There is a Deliver­
er, and that one is Christ Jesus, who can set every 
captive free from self-bondage, bondage to the Devil,
9. What further Is needed to build up fearlessness? In what way?
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yes, and to present evil conditions. The truth of God 
as given by Christ Jesus will set free from such fears. 
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”—John 8: 32, Am. Stan. Ver.

10 Those who are strong cannot please themselves 
as to their course of conduct, for they must help the 
weaker ones. How easy for the strong ones to say 
to the timid and fearful ones, Stand aside and let 
me go on ! Or to lose patience with the Lord’s “other 
sheep” and, because they themselves can boldly go 
forward, think that every one else should and it is 
just too bad if they cannot! No, it cannot be this 
way for the devoted ones of the Lord; for the com­
mand of Jehovah is: “Proclaim liberty to the cap­
tives, and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound.” (Isa. 61:1, Am. Stan.Ver.) Again: “ Shake 
thyself from the dust; arise, sit on thy throne, 0 
Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bonds of thy 
neck, 0  captive daughter of Zion.” Furthermore: 
“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God; he will come 
and save you.”—Isa. 52:2 and 35:3, 4, Am. Stan. Ver.

11 The responsibility falls squarely on the shoulders 
of the anointed remnant and their companions to 
strengthen the weaker ones, and not push them to 
one side. The timid ones should not be bruised or 
hurt or loaded with further handicaps. It must not 
be that way. Rather obey God’s command, “Say to 
them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not” ! 
Then instruct and explain, showing reason for not 
being afraid. Strengthen them in the sure knowledge 
of the truth; give them the assurance they need. 
Certainly point them to the true Deliverer and 
Avenger. “Lo! your God with avenging doth come, 
with the recompence of God, he doth come to save 
you.” (Isa. 35:4, Roth.) How precious and assuring 
these words are to the true lovers of Jehovah! He 
comes “with avenging” . All the evildoers, scoffers, 
blasphemers, persecutors, haters, slanderers and 
other agents of Satan will be punished, and harm 
will come to those who hurt God’s children.

12 Let the fearful ones know and take courage in 
the knowledge that Jehovah reigns. “Cry aloud and 
shout, thou inhabitant of Zion; for great in the 
midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel.” (Isa. 12: 6, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) The King is here. He now sits on 
the throne of authority, and shortly will again attack 
the enemy organization and break it to pieces. Cause 
the fearful ones to be strong in the certain knowl­
edge of these important and vital facts, so that they 
will realize that the things to which they are holding 
in this life are not really worth consideration. How­
ever, all should deal kindly and not dogmatically, or
10. How must the strong not act toward the weak? Why not?
11, 12. How must the strong act toward the weak, and why?
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with a domineering attitude. A little reasoning on 
some of these matters, with time taken out to explain, 
will be time well spent and reap its own rewards. Do 
not hastily brush aside their problems and seemingly 
great barriers, but try to understand their attitude, 
and help them. Remember that the timid ones want 
the assurance that everything will be all right if 
they go on, not a blunt word that they should not 
fear; for very often they know that themselves. 
Sometimes those who have been the fearful ones 
become firm, loyal soldiers of Christ Jesus, having 
learned in a difficult way that their own lack of 
strength to go forward in the holy service of God 
has necessitated a complete dependence upon Jeho­
vah, the Strength-giver.

13 Surely this is a most joyful occupation, to help 
the Lord’s little ones in this way, to see the knees of 
those who are weak get strong so they can carry the 
servant on in the service, to note the hands and arms 
which did hang down limp get stronger until they 
commence to use them in the employ of others. Yes, 
to really see an inactive person become active is a 
joy. Those who are found handling their brethren 
with kindness and consideration, therefore obtaining 
results, will surely be granted further gracious op­
portunities of service. Does not the Lord know they 
will be careful, diligent and dependable, always try­
ing to build and strengthen the brethren? Let us 
take to heart the dealings of Jehovah with each one 
of us and so deal with the fearful and timid ones 
in like manner. Resulting from these ministrations 
is the greater expansion of Jehovah’s service. All 
the faithful servants will so help each other to remain 
fearless to the end.

FEAR OF GOD PROPER
14 The apostle Paul warned, “ So the man who 

thinks he can stand must be on his guard against 
a fall.” (1 Cor. 10:12, An Amer. Trans.) Jehovah 
has recorded that “not to the swift was the race, nor 
to the strong the battle” . (Eccl. 9:11, Roth.) No one 
is so strong that he needs no added strength. Paul’s 
experience was certainly an outstanding example, 
for he exclaimed, “That is why I am pleased with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
difficulties, when they are endured for Christ’s sake, 
for it is when I am weak that I am strong.” (2 Cor. 
12:10, An Amer. Trans.) Then how is it possible to 
always be able to draw strength from Jehovah? you 
may ask. The answer is that we must all live in the 
fear of the Lord. Strange though it may appear, 
yet it is a fact, true to experience, that the more we 
fear Jehovah, then the less we shall fear creatures, 
conditions and the world with its wicked demons and 
overlord. It is not for us to fear Jehovah as a great
13. What joy ana opportunities result to the strong so acting?
14. By what attitude do we draw strength from Jehovah? How so?
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monster. Jehovah is just, true, wise and loving. 
These attributes are part of the Almighty. We fear 
him, so we love him. Some may wonder how this is 
possible. If you do, then take for example the human 
father, and remember that the child’s love for parents 
is not one whit diminished by knowledge that dis­
obedience and wrongdoing will bring some form of 
punishment. Good parents must discipline their chil­
dren. “When our earthly fathers disciplined us we 
treated them with respect; should we not far more 
submit to the Father of our spirits, and so have life? 
For they disciplined us for a short time and as they 
thought proper, but he does it for our good, to make 
us share his holiness.”—Heb. 12: 9,10, An Amer. 
Trans.

16 With Jehovah it is a question of obedience or 
disobedience. He shows the way leading to life by 
obedience, and those who walk therein are happy; 
those who refuse to walk according to the light they 
have are stubborn or negligent ones and are disci­
plined, and if they turn rebellious then they are cut 
off from the way leading to life. Should we, there­
fore, not fear the Life-giver? The man is foolish who 
refuses to do so. It may not appear a vital matter 
whether one is fearful or fearless, but there should 
be no misapprehension as to how Jehovah’s Word 
deals with the two classes. “The fear of man bringeth 
a snare; but whoso putteth his trust in Jehovah shall 
be safe. Many seek the ruler’s favor; but a man’s 
judgment cometh from Jehovah.” (Prov. 29:25,26, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) “Have no fear of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul: rather fear Him who 
can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.” (Matt. 
10: 28, Moff.) “The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of 
life, that one may depart from the snares of death.” 
(Prov. 14:27, Am.Stan. Ver.) When judgment is 
rendered we know the righteous Judge will be true 
and impartial, and still he expresses his decision that 
the destiny of those judged fearful is destruction: 
“But for the fearful . . . their part shall be in the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone; which is 
the second death.” (Rev. 21: 8, Am. Stan. Ver.) None 
can afford to ignore these plain statements from the 
Scriptures.

16 Often an examination of oneself is beneficial to 
see if the commandments of Jehovah and Christ 
Jesus are being obeyed. Are we really sharing in the 
ministry committed to the chosen ones? Is our heart 
really behind our service effort? Are we truly devot­
ing all? “And to love him with one’s whole heart, one’s 
whole understanding, and one’s whole strength, and 
to love one’s neighbor as one’s self is far more than 
all these burnt-offerings and sacrifices.” (Mark 12:33, 
An Amer. Trans.) If this is true in our case, then we 
may depend upon it that we shall not be fearful. If,
15. Why is it important to tear Jehovah rather than creatures?
16. Why should we see that we are not just pretending to obey God?
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of course, a pretense is being carried out, if we are 
just going along with the crowd, and not making 
sure of our steps, and coming to a personal decision, 
then we may expect to be fearful. To be fearless must 
mean entering into the truth, the commands, the 
service, the experiences, with all we have, wholly, 
completely devoted to Jehovah’s holy will. We may 
be satisfied if our examination reveals honesty and 
sincerity and not hypocrisy. “Happy the pure in 
heart; for they will behold God!”—Matt. 5: 8, Diag.

17 Certainly it must be clear that if there was a 
real fear of the Almighty then no creature of sound 
mind would ever dare displease him. For our own 
well-being it is imperative that we learn to fear the 
Most High. Those fearing him are his friends. “The 
friendship of Jehovah is with them that fear him; 
and he will show them his covenant.” (Ps. 25:14, 
Am.8tan.Ver.) Correct information is of utmost 
importance. For that right instruction we are bound 
to rely on God’s Word. He is the source of knowledge, 
and those desiring understanding must first learn 
that “ the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom”. 
(Ps. 111:10, Am. Stan. Ver.) Our worship to him 
must be rendered with fear. “Therefore let us render 
thanks that we receive a realm unshaken; and in this 
way let us worship God acceptably—though with 
godly fear and awe, for our God is indeed a con­
suming fire.”—Heb. 12:28,29, Moff.

18 Pause and consider the words, “Our God is 
indeed a consuming fire.” What is the significance? 
The apostle Paul in all probability is quoting from 
Deuteronomy 4:24 where Moses was referring to 
the occasion when Jehovah had been displeased with 
him. It happened at Kadesh, the burial place of 
Miriam, and the children of Israel had murmured, re­
belling at God’s dealings with them, for there was 
no water to drink. Jehovah instructed Moses to 
gather the assembly together and speak to the 
rock before their eyes, and water would spring forth. 
Quite evidently Israel was to witness a marvelous 
demonstration of God’s power. Moses gathered 
Israel together and took his rod and then said: “Hear 
now, ye rebels; shall we bring you forth water out 
of this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote 
the rock with his rod twice: and water came forth 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their 
cattle. And Jehovah said unto Moses and Aaron, 
Because ye believed not in me, to sanctify me in the 
eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this assembly into the land which I have given 
them.”—Num. 20:10-12, Am. Stan. Ver.

19 Moses knew well that proper worship is accept­
able only with fear of Jehovah. Because he failed to 
give Jehovah credit, and did not hallow the Creator’s 
name, God denied him the honor and great responsi-
17. Does fearing him make us enemies, or how does it affect us?
18, 19. Where was it said God is a devouring fire? How is he such?

bility of taking Israel actually into the land. Little 
wonder, then, that he drove these truths home to 
Israel: “Furthermore Jehovah was angry with me 
for your sakes, and sware that I should not go over 
the Jordan, and that I should not go in unto that 
good land, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance.” He further said: “Take heed unto your­
selves, lest ye forget the covenant of Jehovah your 
God, which he made with you, and make you a graven 
image in the form of anything which Jehovah thy 
God hath forbidden thee. For Jehovah thy God is a 
devouring fire, a jealous God.” (Deut. 4:21,23, 24, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) Israel should have known this, for 
at Mount Sinai God had revealed his glory by fire. 
“And the appearance of the glory of Jehovah was 
like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the 
eyes of the children of Israel.” (Ex. 24:17, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) So, now forty years later, Moses commanded: 
“Know therefore this day, that Jehovah thy God is 
he who goeth over before thee as a devouring fire; 
he will destroy them.” “If thou wilt not observe to 
do all the words of this law that are written in this 
book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful 
name, JEHOVAH THY GOD.” (Deut. 9 :3  and 
28: 58, Am. Stan. Ver.) Moses truly feared the Lord 
as indicated by his words: “For Jehovah your God, 
he is God of gods, and Lord of lords, the great God, 
the mighty, and the terrible, who regardeth not 
persons, nor taketh reward.”—Deut. 10:17, Am. 
Stan. Ver.

20 Where is the man, where the ruler, yes, and 
where is there any government that should not bow 
the knee in fear of this most mighty One, who inhab­
its eternity, who can melt the mountains, and rain 
fire from heaven? He can burn with fire this old evil 
world and consume every evildoer on the face of the 
earth. Indeed it is his purpose to do so. Every one 
not having a place in the new world of righteousness 
will be destroyed forevermore. Truly “ our God is a 
consuming fire” ! Once we grasp this truth and fact, 
and make it our own, then and only then shall we 
live in the fear of Jehovah, a fear to go contrary to 
the ways he has marked out, a fear to go against 
his instructions, a fear to hurt in any way those who 
are his own children. The whole world will try to 
hurt God’s anointed and their companions, and will 
meet with well deserved disaster. Jehovah says: “Say 
ye not, A conspiracy, concerning all whereof this 
people shall say, A conspiracy; neither fear ye their 
fear, nor be in dread thereof. Jehovah of hosts, him 
shall ye sanctify; and let him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread.”—Isa. 8:12,13, Am. Stan. Ver.

21 Just try to imagine the fear you might have 
toward these evil worldly powers. Go to the limit in 
your imagining, and then realize with all the force
20. How will he yet manifest this fact?
21. Who Is exempt from fearing Jehovah? Why is this?
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possible that the fear of Jehovah must be far greater 
than all that. Does not ordinary sense convey to us 
that Jehovah the Life-giver can just as easily take 
away our life as he can give it? Faithful Job gave 
expression thus: “Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return thither: Jehovah 
gave, and Jehovah hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of Jehovah.” (Job 1:21, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Knowledge of the great Creator is so essential, and 
those knowing him best trust him most, and fear is 
with all. No one is exempt from fearing Jehovah, not 
even the beloved and precious Son of God, for it is 
written: “Who in the days of his flesh, having offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save him from death, 
and having been heard for his godly fear, though he 
was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which 
be suffered.” (Heb. 5 :7 ,8, Am. Stan. Ver.) Yes, he 
was heard for his godly fear, his reverent fear.

22 Sometimes there is an inclination to water down 
this expression “ fear” and say it means just “ rever­
ence” of Jehovah. True, reverence must be included 
in our fear of him, but fear also means dread, awe. 
Take, for example, the scripture at Isaiah 8:13: 
“Let him be your fear.” The word “fear” here is a 
translation of the Hebrew word mo-raw' and means 
also “dread, terribleness, terror” . At Psalm 2:11 the 
word “fear” , translated from yi-raw', is derived 
from the same Hebrew verb yi-reh' meaning “to fear, 
reverence, honor” .

23 The many recorded works of Jehovah clearly 
teach that creatures should have proper, intelligent 
fear toward God. They should stand in awe before 
him and bow down before his great and terrible 
name Jehovah, for no one should willfully cause his 
displeasure. Disobedience is punishable by death. 
Has he not the right and power to destroy? While 
fearing to incur his anger for rebellion, stubbornness, 
idolatry and all forms of disobedience, yet God’s 
children must love him. Perfect or complete love will 
cast out all slavish fear and give the creature a 
proper appreciation of his relationship to his Crea­
tor. No one who really has an awe, a dread, a rever­
ence, yes, fear of Jehovah, has fear of man or condi­
tions in the world. Those who are the loyal and faith­
ful children of the Most High God know from scrip­
tures and experience that fear and love of Jehovah 
go hand in hand, and are not, in His case, in opposi­
tion. They fear to do anything contrary to his will, 
for he can destroy; yet they love him with all they 
have. If we maintain fear of God we shall be kept 
fearless of men; and at this world’s end this is most 
important.
22. What is the full force of "fear” , that is, fear of Jehovah?
23. Is fear of him opposed to love? Why is that?
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A MODERN EXAMPLE OF FEARLESSNESS
24 In these years since the close of World War I 

in 1918 true lovers and fearers of Jehovah have many 
times demonstrated their fearlessness toward men. 
They have been taught to know him and to make him 
their strong tower. His purposes in his people are 
clearly seen. Evidences of his guiding hand in their 
affairs pile up. They wait on him and are nourished 
for future service, even as the apostle Paul declared: 
“For God has not given us a timid spirit but a spirit 
of power and love and discipline. So do not be 
ashamed to testify to our Lord, and do not be 
ashamed of a prisoner of the Lord like myself; join 
me in bearing suffering for the gospel, by the power 
of the God who has saved us.” (2 Tim. 1: 7-9, Moff.) 
But how little they realized the need they would 
have for all these favors and assurances. Great 
opposition was being organized in 1933 against the 
Lord’s anointed, and it broke out in fury a few years 
later. Furious demonized mobs attacked these peace­
ful Christians until the persecution became a national 
■issue in America. Bitterness, hatred and all forms of 
slander and evilspeaking were heaped on these faith­
ful witnesses, both young and old, male and female. 
It required fearlessness to withstand such brutal 
oppression; those who had no strength were granted 
it by the Almighty in whom they had trusted. Their 
trust and confidence were rewarded and the abuse 
and hurt turned out to be a testimony against their 
enemies.

25 On came World War II, but no one had grasped 
how far-reaching it would be when the peace was 
broken. Totalitarian hordes overran Europe. Jeho­
vah’s witnesses were arrested in large numbers, and 
overnight cast into prisons or concentration camps. 
The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society’s work 
was interfered with and some Branch offices occupied 
by the gunmen. But God’s work could not stop. His 
commandments were final. Bitter and terrible perse­
cution came on Jehovah’s witnesses in most countries, 
yet what happened to God’s faithful servants? Did 
they discontinue doing Jehovah’s service? Certainly 
not! The whole world was against them, yet they 
trusted in the Most High God. In themselves they 
were subject to human frailties, fear and doubts, 
but looking to the Lord and relying on his might and 
strength, they went on confident that he was their 
support and was truly backing them up. It is a fact 
that in all countries where Jehovah’s servants 
carried on the gospel-preaching work to the best 
of their ability Jehovah God became, as it were, very 
real. Assurance was supplied, so that no one could 
doubt that God was with us. We knew.

28 Over and over again, as the loyal brethren all
24. Since when has our fearlessness specially been shown? How?
25. Under what developments and how did God become very real to them ?
26. How were faith in him and love toward him strengthened in us?
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know, the Lord comforted and gave such marvelous 
demonstrations of his working with us, of his power 
manifested on our behalf, that we were strengthened 
to go on. How many times it could be recalled that a 
seemingly impossible situation would arise, yes, 
often involving the service of Jehovah and the inter­
ests and well-being of the brethren; yet a way out 
was provided! And at knowing it was no one but 
Jehovah who had so acted gratitude would fill the 
heart; our love for him would grow deeper and 
stronger and true fear of the Lord brought forward 
its own rich reward. “Oh love Jehovah, all ye his 
saints: Jehovah preserveth the faithful, and plenti­
fully rewardeth him that dealeth proudly. Be strong, 
and let your heart take courage, all ye that hope in 
Jehovah.” (Ps. 31:23,24, Am. Stan. Ver.) The 
anointed knew their calling and promised reward in 
the kingdom of heaven, and the Lord’s “other sheep” 
had been strengthened in their hope of the new world 
blessings and Jehovah’s favors. “ I had fainted, 
unless I had believed to see the goodness of Jehovah 
in the land of the living. Wait for Jehovah: Be 
strong, and let thy heart take courage; yea, wait 
thou for Jehovah.”—Ps. 27:13,14, Am. Stan. Ver.

27 So today all the children of the Most High 
rejoice in the faithful, fearless action of those who 
were honored and privileged to have assigned to 
them such opportunities of service, which have all 
been for the advancing and expansion of the Lord’s 
service. The ministry was performed. They were used 
and others have benefited. Fearlessness brings 
reward.

REWARDS OF BEING FEARLESS AT THE WORLD’S END
28 No good thing will be withheld from those who 

fear the Lord and walk uprightly, whereas the ones 
who are without fear of God and do wickedly shall 
lose life and have no good things added to them. 
“The fear of Jehovah prolongeth days; but the years 
of the wicked shall be shortened.” (Prov. 10:27, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) “No good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. O Jehovah of hosts, 
blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.” (Ps. 84:11, 
12, Am. Stan. Ver.) “The fear of Jehovah is a foun­
tain of life, that one may depart from the snares of 
death.” (Prov. 14:27, Am. Stan. Ver.) Not only will 
the Lord preserve and add many years to the ones 
fearing him, but will give to them wisdom, that most 
precious gift. “The fear of Jehovah is the beginning 
of wisdom.” (Ps. 111:10, Am. Stan. Ver.) Then 
more blessings follow, for he has promised: “The
27. So what attitude has been rewarded, and in whom?
28. What are the rewards to those having the clean fear of Jehovah?

reward of humility and the fear of Jehovah is riches, 
and honor, and life.” (Prov. 22:4, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Those who fear Jehovah are clean and hate evil, for 
it is impossible to be filthy in mind, heart and body, 
or to love the unrighteous evil thing and truly fear 
God at the same time. “The fear of Jehovah is clean, 
enduring for ever.” (Ps. 19:9, Am.Stan. Ver.) “The 
fear of Jehovah is to hate evil.”—Prov. 8:13, Am. 
Stan. Ver.

29 The last days of this wicked, abominable world 
are upon us, and we shall see the final end dur­
ing this generation. Terrible calamities will befall 
those living on earth today, for it is the time for 
Jehovah’s anger to be poured out. It is a time of 
darkness, desolation and gloom. Famine, disease and 
death will overtake those on earth today. Every form 
of oppression and corrupt, sadistic practice will be 
used. Violence will be everywhere, for all the world 
will be shaken to its very foundation. Hatred upon 
God’s children will be viciously expressed by the 
wicked. But blessed is the lot of those who fear Jeho­
vah, those who trust in him. Study the 91st Psalm 
and know that Jehovah is the lot of those who can 
apply its precious promises to themselves: “Thou 
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night . . .  it 
shall not come nigh thee . . . For thou, 0  Jehovah, 
art my refuge! Thou hast made the Most High thy 
habitation.” (Ps. 91:5,7,9, Am. Stan. Ver.) Protec­
tion is guaranteed to those fearing Jehovah, for 
even the angels will guard them. “The angel of Jeho­
vah encampeth round about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them.” (Ps. 34: 7, Am.Stan. Ver.) “As the 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so Jehovah is 
round about his people from this time forth and for 
evermore.” (Ps. 125:2, Am. Stan. Ver.) “God is a 
shelter and stronghold for us, we shall find him very 
near; therefore we never fear, though earth be over­
set . .  . The Lord of Hosts is at our side, the God 
of Jacob is our fortress.”—Ps. 46:1,2,11, Moff.

30 Oh the joy of that time when every human heart 
praises Jehovah and fears him with a clean and 
enduring fear! No more evildoers in the land, for in 
God’s new world only his friends will be there. Not 
alone in the future; but now in this very day the rich 
blessing and favors of Jehovah are granted to those 
who are fearless. Let all learn to know Jehovah. 
Study his precious Word. Grow strong in him and in 
the power of his might. Keep the eye single and the 
heart steadfast, wholly trusting in Jehovah and 
being fearless at the world’s end.
29. Despite world trouble why is the lot of His fearers blessed?
30. What Joy Is set before us, and what final exhortation given?

K n ow  th erefore  that Jehovah thy God, he is G od, the fa ith fu l  
God, who keepeth  covenant and lovingkindness with them that 
love him and keep  his com m andm ents . . . ,  and repayeth  them that 

hate him to their fa c e , to destroy  them .— Deut. 7 :  9 ,1 0 , A.,S'.F.



EL SALVADOR AND THE HONDURAN COUNTRIES

AT  T H E  new , b e a u tifu l a irp o rt o f  San  S a lvador, w h ich  
bespeaks the in creasin g  role b e in g  p la y ed  b y  in ter­
n ational a ir  travel, a  g ro u p  o f  Jeh ovah ’ s w itnesses 

w ere aw aitin g  the a rriva l o f  B . E . M orga n  on  D ecem ber 12, 
and ten  days la ter fo r  N . H . K n o rr , presiden t o f  the W a tch - 
tow er S ociety . T he first v is ito r  saw  new  terra in  and  a c ity  
new  to  h im  in  C entra l A m erica .

In  a ll o f  E l S a lva d or there are 207 pu blishers, b u t n ot 
m ore than 100 o f  these are in  the cap ita l c ity . N evertheless, 
the brethren  had  arran ged  fo r  a p u b lic  m eetin g  on  T uesday  
even ing, D ecem ber 13. T he declaration  o f  the tru th  deserved 
the best, an d  so the B ra n ch  leased the T eatro  N acion al, 
the finest and  m ost repu tab le  theater in  E l S a lvador. The 
m eeting was w id e ly  advertised  w ith  h an dbills  and posters, 
and several h u n dred  letters o f  in v ita tion  had been prepared  
and  delivered. T he occasion  w as a b it unu su al because o f  
the fa c t  th at th is n igh t m arked  the eve o f  the national 
celebration  o f  the first a n n iversary  o f  the revo lu tion . The 
govern m en t had m ade elaborate arran gem en ts fo r  the ce le ­
bration  and  the festiv a l sp ir it  w as everyw h ere in ev idence. 
B ands, d ru m  corps, troops, p o lice— all w ere rea d y  fo r  the 
b ig  d ay  m ark ing  one yea r  o f  freed om  fro m  d icta to r  ru le 
in  E l S a lvador. H ow  w ou ld  “ L ib e r ty  to  the C aptives”  be 
received  in  such an  atm osphere? W h a t w ou ld  the reaction  
be to  a stron g  declaration  against C ath olic  oppression ? 
W o u ld  m an y peop le  com e to  such a m eeting  on  th is even ing?

These questions w ere soon  answ ered as 803 persons fo u n d  
their w ay  in to  the N ation a l T heater. N oth in g  th is b ig  had 
ever h appen ed  to  Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses in  E l S a lva d or be fore . 
The talk, w ith  in terpreta tion , progressed  w ell. A b o u t h a lf­
w ay  th rou gh  the talk  it w as n oted  that som e nation a l p o lice  
had en tered  the b u ild in g , one com in g  u p  fr o n t  n ear the 
stage. H ow ever, th ey  m ade n o  e ffort to  in terfere  w ith  the 
m eeting an d  w ere a p p a ren tly  there to  see that o rd er  was 
m aintained. T he sp ir it  o f  the au d ien ce w as good , a ll listen ­
ing a tten tive ly  as re lig iou s-p o litica l-econ om ic  oppression  
and ca p tiv ity  w ere con trasted  w ith  the great freedom s 
which the new  w orld  w ill b r in g  to  the peop le . Spontaneous 
applause answ ered the declara tion  in th is su p p osed ly  stron g  
C atholic co u n try  that p eop le  w h o w an ted  to  k n ow  the tru th  
should  n ot dep en d  on  the priests, f o r  th ey  w ou ld  never 
teach the tru th  fro m  the B ib le . T he m eeting w as a huge 
success, and it  is estim ated that at least 600 o f  the p u b lic  
were there.

A rran gem en ts had  been m ade fo r  the B ra n ch  servant and 
B roth er M orga n  to  travel b y  station  w agon  to  S anta A n a  
the n ext m orn in g , som e 45 m iles fr o m  the cap ita l. H ere  are 
located  another m ission ary  hom e an d  a com p a n y  o f  J eh o­
vah ’s witnesses, and a m eetin g  w as sch edu led  fo r  W ed n esd ay  
night. A ll  passengers b u t tw o w ere aboard  and it  appeared  
that we w ere to  e n jo y  a p leasan t tr ip  w ith  ou r  Spanish ­
speaking chauffeur. B u t, alas, the sh in y  new  C hevrolet 
soon  cou ghed , sp u ttered  and  q u it  co ld . T he ch auffeur m an i­
fested  d isgust as he m u ttered  in  E n glish , “ U gh , n o  gas!”  
H e seem ed d u m fou n d ed  an d  aghast that such a th in g  cou ld  
h appen  to  h im ; b u t the fu e l gau ge reg istered  “ E m p ty ”  w hen 
he ca lled  at the B ran ch  hom e fo r  tw o o f  his passengers. 
A n d  so we w a ited  pa tien tly  fo r  a h a lf h ou r w hile he trotted  
o ff in  search o f  m ore com bu stib le  flu id . W h e n  gas had been 
p u t in  the tank, the b a ttery  w ou ld  n ot tu rn  the engine over.

So we lent som e assistance to  ou r  d istressed ch auffeur b y  
h e lp in g  h im  push the m achine. It  g o t  to  Santa A na.

T h a t a ftern oon  several h ours w ere spent d istribu tin g  
in vita tion s. D u rin g  the course o f  the w ork  the publishers 
saw  tw o fu n era l procession s en rou te  fr o m  church  to  
cem etery  w hich  w ell dem onstrated  the a ttitu de  o f  the C ath­
o lic  C hu rch  tow a rd  the p eop le  here. T he first w as the fu n era l 
o f  a p oor  m an, w hose b o d y  was b ein g  carried  in  a p lain  
b o x  b y  relatives. T hose w ho fo llo w e d  w ore tattered  clothes 
an d  some had  no shoes. I t  w as indeed  a p it ifu l sight to 
beh old . B u t the second  fu n era l was fo r  a w ea lth y  m an. W ell- 
dressed pa llbearers ca rr ied  an orn ate casket. T hey  were 
p receded  b y  tw o priests in  flow in g  robes. A  lo n g  line o f  
b la ck -clad  m ou rn ers fo llow ed , and  m an y autom obiles and 
flow ers w ere in  eviden ce. B roth er  M organ  in qu ired  o f  a 
shopkeeper as to  w h y  the priests d id  n ot also lead the first 
fu n era l procession . T he answ er show s w here the love o f  
the c le rg y  is, fo r  the p o o r  p eop le  d id  n ot have sufficient 
m on ey  to p a y  the priests to  lead  th eir fu n era l. H ow  w on d er­
fu l  that G od  loves the p o o r  and  g ives the w ater o f  truth  
to  them  fre e ly ! C erta in ly  these p eop le  need the K in gdom  
an d  its blessings to  release them  fr o m  th eir p ov erty  and 
ca p tiv ity .

T hat even in g  an enthusiastic g ro u p  o f  136 persons assem­
b led  in  the p a tio  o f  the m ission ary  hom e in  Santa A n a  to 
h ear a service  talk  and  to  listen  to  a rep ort o f  the w on d erfu l 
expan sion  o f  the K in g d om  w ork  in m any cou ntries  o f  the 
w orld . S u re ly  these dear breth ren  in  Santa A n a  w ere not 
a lone in  p ra is in g  their G od, fo r  everyw h ere and  in every 
lan gu age Jeh ovah ’ s peop le  w ere h o ld in g  h igh  the S ignal. 
Ju st as th rilled  as a ll th e ir  brethren  w ere three to ta lly  b lind  
pu blish ers w h o sat in  the first row . T h ey  sell new spapers 
and  k n ow  every  in ch  o f  the c ity , an d  at least one su pports  
a fa m ily . T h ey  are am on g the best pu blish ers in  the Santa 
A n a  com pan y . T h ey  have th e ir  ow n  territories  and w ork  
th em ; th ey  a ttend  every  m eeting  and  answ er from  the 
Informant an d  Watchtower better  than  m ost brethren  w ho 
can  read these p u b lica tion s fo r  them selves; they  are enrolled  
in  T h eocra tic  m in istry  an d  g ive  stu den t talks, and they give 
g ood  ones, too. W h a t an exam ple th ey  set fo r  K in gdom  
pu blish ers everyw h ere w ho have eyes w ith  w hich  to  see! 
I t  w as a p leasure to  m eet them  and see th eir jo y  fo r  the 
L o rd  and  fo r  the p riv ileg e  they  have o f  h e lp in g  open  the 
eyes o f  those w ho are b lin ded  b y  re lig iou s trad ition .

A  fe w  d ays a fte r  B ro th er  M organ  le ft  E l S alvador 
B roth er  K n o rr  a rrived  and  again  had  a good  v isit w ith  
m an y fa ith fu l m issionaries. E x tra  ch a irs w ere obta ined  fo r  
the m eeting in  the K in g d om  H all, w h ich  is situated in the 
m ission ary  hom e. A t  the even in g  m eeting  128 persons packed 
ou t the assem bly p lace, the largest m eeting o f  brethren  ever 
h eld  in  San  S alvador. T he less than  tw o-d a y  v isit was m uch 
too  sh ort to  go  in to  a ll the details, b u t the b ig  problem s 
w ere handled. A rra n gem en ts  w ere m ade to  open  a new  
m ission ary  hom e in  San M igu el on  F e b ru a ry  1. F o u r  o f  
the m issionaries fr o m  S anta A n a  w ill be tra n sferred  to this 
hom e. A rran gem en ts w ere m ade, too, f o r  the v isitin g  o f  
com panies and  isolated  pu blish ers m ore  o fte n  d u rin g  the 
y e a r ; and  efforts w ill be m ade n ow  to  open  u p  new  terr i­
tories fo r  w itnessing. S ince the last v isit o f  B roth er K n orr, 
w hen  there w ere 22 publishers there three and  a h a lf years 
ago, a m agn ificen t increase has taken  p lace. T here was an
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average o f  177 pu blish ers fo r  1949, w ith  a peak  o f  207. 
T here are tw elve m issionaries in  the cou n try , and it  is h oped  
that b e fore  1950 is over m ore w ill be able to  enter to  help  
in  the expansion  p rogram . I t  w as a p leasure to  answ er the 
G ilead graduates ’ m an y questions abou t the n ew  B ethel 
hom e, the changes at G ilead, an d  te ll them  about the in ­
creases m ade in  oth er lands. T o  learn  o f  the fa ith fu ln ess  o f  
their fe llo w  students in stick in g  to  th eir w ork  alw ays brin gs 
jo y  to  those w ho are w ork in g  h ard  to  stay  in  the field .

HONDURAS
S atu rd ay  m orn in g , D ecem ber 17, B ro th er  M organ  b id  

adios to  the breth ren  in  San  S a lvador and  boarded  a  D C -3  
fo r  the 55-m inute fligh t to  T egu ciga lp a , H on du ras. T h is 
p roved  to  be a rou gh  tr ip , n o  d ou bt du e to  a ir  cu rren ts 
created b y  the extrem ely  m ou n tain ou s terra in  below . T he 
capta in  ord ered  seat belts fastened  all the w ay, fo r  the sh ip  
was tossed a rou n d  like a feather. A s  it  heaved to  an d  fro , 
some o f  the passengers d id  likew ise. I t  was g ood  to  settle 
dow n  on  the rock -strew n  airfield  at T eg u cig a lp a  and feel 
the solidness o f  terra  firm a again . B ro th er  B u r t  and  seven 
o f  the eleven G ilead graduates p resen tly  in  H on d u ras w ere 
there at the a irp ort to  m eet the v is itor  fr o m  N ew  Y ork , 
and so w ere m any o f  the lo ca l publishers. S oon  the entire 
g rou p  was headed back  tow a rd  the c ity  in the bus that had 
been rented  fo r  the occasion . T he rem ain in g  hours b e fore  
noon w ere spent in  n ecessary form a lities  w ith  three d ifferen t 
departm ents o f  the govern m en t so that B roth er  M orga n ’s 
passport and papers w ou ld  be in  ord er  f o r  his d ep artu re  
fro m  the cou n try  a fe w  days later.

T his was a b ig  w eek-end fo r  the breth ren  in  H on du ras. 
F r id a y  had m arked the b e g in n in g  o f  the first general con ­
vention  ever held  in  that cou n try . B reth ren  fr o m  all seven 
com panies in  the lan d  w ere in  T egu ciga lp a , and  m an y 
isolated publishers w ere here too. T h is represented  a b ig  
effort fo r  m an y o f  the breth ren , b u t th ey  had p lan n ed  fo r  
this occasion . T w en ty -e igh t pu b lish ers cam e fro m  one com ­
p an y  b y  a ir to  the cap ita l, and  som e o f  them  had never 
flow n before . One broth er sold  the fa m ily  cow  in  ord er  to  
get sufficient fu n d s  fo r  the tr ip . O thers w alked.

T he inhabitants o f  T eg u cig a lp a  w ere startled  to  see J eh o­
vah ’s w itnesses a d vertis in g  w ith  p la ca rd s  fo r  the first tim e, 
and the brethren  had several in terestin g  experiences as th ey  
w alked abou t the streets. O ne “padre’" fo llow ed  a sister 
a long the street, d iscou ra g in g  passers-by and  bystan ders 
from  a ccep tin g  h andbills  ad vertis in g  the p u b lic  lecture, 
though  he had a h an dbill in  his ow n  hand. O ne gentlem an 
rem inded  the “padre’’ th at i f  he, the “padre”, cou ld  take 
a h andbill then there seem ed to be n o  reason w h y  others 
cou ld  n ot take them . W ith  that the clergym an  r ip p ed  u p  
the invita tion . S uch  in terferen ce  d id  n ot stop  p eop le  fro m  
attend ing  the p u b lic  m eeting. O n S u n d a y  m orn in g  at 
10 o ’ clock  there w ere 511 persons in  the theater to  hear 
“ L ib erty  to  the C aptives” . T h is w as the largest p u b lic  m eet­
in g  ever held  in  H on d u ra s  b y  Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses. T h at 
a ftern oon  eleven new  w itnesses w ere baptized  in  the R io  
G rande r iv er  abou t a m ile ou t o f  tow n , to  w h ich  p lace  all 
the brethren  w alked. O ne person , a transient w ho had 
talked to one o f  Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses ju s t  a fe w  days  b e fore  
and w ho had  then attended  all sessions o f  the con vention , 
was am ong those baptized . H e  is an xiou s to  learn  every th in g  
he can  n ow  so th at he too  can  jo in  in  the p reach in g , and

so he asked i f  he m igh t have a B ib le  s tu d y  in  his home.
T here  w ere o th er p laces to  be v isited  in  H on du ras, w here 

gradu ates o f  G ilead  are w ork in g , a lon g  w ith  others o f  the 
L o r d ’s p eop le  w ho w ere unable to  com e to  the general con ­
ven tion  at the cap ita l. S o on  M on d a y  a ftern oon  the B ranch  
servan t an d  B roth er  M orga n  b oard ed  a T A C A  p lan e fo r  
San P e d ro  Sula, a c ity  ly in g  n orthw est o f  the capital. 
M on d a y  even in g  w itnessed the ga th erin g  o f  92 brethren 
and  persons o f  good -w ill at the K in g d om  H a ll located  in 
the m ission ary  hom e w here tw o graduates o f  G ilead  live. 
T he loca l breth ren  w ere h a p p y  w ith  the tu rn ou t. R igh t 
n ext d oor  to the m ission ary  hom e is  a rad io  station  w hich 
gran ts free  tim e to  Jeh ovah ’ s w itnesses each week. The 
m issionaries pu t on  som e v e ry  in terestin g  program s. San 
P e d ro  Sula  is hot, and it ra in s a great deal, b u t the L ord  
is b lessing the e fforts o f  the breth ren  in  p reach in g  the 
gospel there.

T u esday  a ftern oon  the tw o breth ren  traveled  to  L a  Ceiba, 
a c ity  on  the coast d irect ly  n orth  o f  T egu ciga lp a . E n  route 
the p lane stopped  at P u erto  C ortez an d  T ela . A s  we ap ­
p roach ed  L a  C eiba w e saw  th atch ed  ro o fs  o f  the homes 
be low  an d  great fields o f  banana trees. T he n orth  coast 
o f  H on d u ras is fine banana cou n try , and  the fr u it  com panies 
p rov id e  abou t the o n ly  m eans o f  em ploym ent fo r  the p op u ­
lation . T h at even in g  the three G ilead gradu ates w ho have 
w ork ed  in  L a  C eiba fo r  abou t s ix  m onths w ere pleased to 
see 41 persons at the m eeting. T en  o f  these persons are 
now  publishers, and  a com p a n y  o f  Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses is 
b e in g  organ ized . M an y  o f  the p eop le  o f  good -w ill learn ing  
o f  the tru th  here are active in  the loca l churches, and some 
w ere trou b led  b y  the w arn in g  o f  the c le rg y  that Jeh ovah ’s 
w itnesses w ou ld  ju s t  sell as m any books as possible and then 
leave fo r  another tow n. B u t they  w ere assured that J eh o­
vah ’s w itnesses w ere in  L a  Ceiba to  stay  and  that they 
were fo rm in g  a perm an en t com p a n y  organ ization  fo r  true 
w orsh ip  in  that c ity . These n ew  p eop le  w ere interested in 
hearin g  about the S ocie ty ’ s w ork  th rou gh ou t the w orld , as 
w ell as con sid erin g  the respon sib ilities  o f  Jeh ovah ’s w it­
nesses in  L a  Ceiba to  p rocla im  the tru th . W o rk in g  here is 
n ot easy, b u t the breth ren  are enthused w ith  the prospects 
fo r  expansion .

T he paths o f  B ro th e r  M orga n  and B roth er  K n o rr  crossed 
on  S atu rd ay  the 24th  o f  D ecem ber. The p lane that the 
presiden t o f  the S ocie ty  cam e in  on  at T eg u cig a lp a  was 
the same p lan e B roth er  M organ  was to  leave on  fo r  N ica ­
ragua, he h av in g  a lread y  v isited  B ritish  H on d u ra s  and 
H on du ras. F o r  ten m inutes th ey  discussed m atters p erta in ­
in g  to  the cou ntries  v isited , and  then  B roth er  M organ  was 
on the w ay  to  N icaragua . B ro th er  K n o rr  w as to  stay  and 
d ecide  on  m atters relative to  the B ra n ch  and  m issionary 
hom e. H e  reca lled  b ein g  there in  1946 w hen  the w ork  was 
rea lly  ju s t  b eg in n in g , w hen  seven graduates o f  G ilead had 
been  sent in  there to  organ ize th ings fo r  p reach in g  the 
gospel. B roth er  B u r t  had  been tra n sferred  fr o m  Costa R ica  
to  T egu ciga lp a , and oth er in experien ced  m issionaries were 
sent to  the cap ita l c ity  to  assist in  the organ ization  w ork. 
D u r in g  the yea r  1946 there w as an average o f  on ly  19 pu b ­
lishers in  the field , tw elve o f  these b e in g  com p a n y  publishers. 
1947 saw  the w ork  m ore than  dou b le , reach in g  45 publishers 
f o r  the year. T hen  1948 saw  a la rge  increase, the publishers 
ju m p in g  to  119. A g a in  in  th is last service year th ey  m ore
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than d ou b led  in  n um ber o f  publishers, b r in g in g  the total 
u p  to  246. T h is m eans th ey  have had  an increase o f  m ore 
than 100 percen t in  each o f  the last fo u r  years. So H on d u ras 
has p roved  to  be an exce llen t Held fo r  the advancem ent o f  
K in gdom  interests.

O n S atu rd ay  even in g  at the K in g d o m  H all, w h ich  is 
situated in  the m ission ary  hom e, 66 breth ren  attended  the 
talk  delivered  b y  B roth er  K n o rr . T he breth ren  here, as in 
oth er countries, m ust be preach ers o f  the W o rd , every  
in d iv id u a l be in g  on his ow n  as a m in ister o f  the gospel. 
Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses are not in  th is w ork  because som eone 
else is d o in g  it ; th ey  are in  it because they  have accep ted  
the respon sib ility  o f  p rea ch in g  the W o r d  in  the presence 
o f  Jehovah  G od  and in  the presence o f  h is Son, and at the 
tim e o f  C hrist’ s second a p p ea rin g  and the settin g  u p  o f  his 
k ingdom . W h ile  m ost o f  these brethren  have been in the 
tru th  fo r  on ly  a y ea r  or  so, they  are beg in n in g  to  a p p re ­
ciate the resp on sib ility  the L o rd  has p laced  u p on  them  and 
how  th ey  m ust a lw ays rem ain  fa ith fu l in  o rd er  to  ga in  
eternal life .

U pperm ost in  the m issionaries’ m inds w as h ow  th ey  m ight 
expan d  d u r in g  1950. A ft e r  con sid erin g  the con d ition s  in 
the co u n try  and  the p rosp ects  o f  the fu tu re , it  w as believed  
best to  add  m ore m issionaries to  the present hom es and  open  
a new  hom e as soon as possible in  another c ity . T here are 
a lo t o f  sm all v illages o f  fr o m  tw o to  five thousand persons 
that w ill also have to be reach ed  b y  aggressive, y ou n g  
m issionaries w ho w ill be able to  “ rou gh  it” . I t  is h oped  
that b y  the tim e the yea r  is over  pen etration  w ill have been 
m ade in to  oth er parts  o f  the co u n try  w ith  the K in g d om  
message.

W h ile  the m ission ary  hom e in  T eg u cig a lp a  is a b ea u tifu l 
p lace and v e ry  com forta b le , it is believed  to  be in  the w ron g  
p a rt o f  the c ity  to b r in g  about m uch  m ore advancem ent in  
that te rr ito ry . In stru ction s  w ere g iven  to  the B ran ch  servant 
to m ove the m ission ary  hom e in to  the heart o f  T egu ciga lp a . 
It  is now  on the outsk irts o f  the c ity . A  sm all K in g d om  H all 
situated in  that d is tr ic t  w ill take care o f  w hatever good  
in terest has been d eve loped  arou nd  the hom e. The p u b lic  
m eetin g  o f  a week prev iou s  dem onstrated  that there is a 
lo t o f  in terest in  the c ity , and  better a ttention  can  be g iven  
this in terest i f  the hom e an d  K in g d o m  H a ll are m ore co n ­
ven ient to  the peop le .

A ft e r  a tten d in g  the E n g lish  Watchtower s tu d y  an d  the 
Spanish  La Atalaya s tu d y  on  S u n day , and  ta lk in g  over 
prob lem s w ith  the m issionaries, B ro th er  K n o rr ’ s v ery  
p leasant stay w ith  th is g rou p  cam e to a close. M on day  
m orn in g  he was on  his w ay  to  San  P e d ro  S u la  to  v is it fo u r  
oth er graduates o f  G ilead  and d iscuss their w ork  w ith  them . 
G ettin g  aw ay at 8 :  30 in  the m orn in g  o f  the 26th , the p lane 
landed  at P rogreso , a fe w  m iles aw ay from  San P e d ro  Sula. 
In  a fe w  m inutes it  w as tak in g  o ff again , sk im m ing the 
treetops o f  the banana p lan tation s and  the clean  little  c ity  
o f  L a  L im a on  the w a y  to  San P e d ro  Sula, w here it lan ded  
five m inutes later. T he d ay  w as spent w ith  the m issionaries 
in  their hom e, and  at 3 : 3 0  in the a ftern oon  m an y o f  the 
com pan y  pu blish ers o f  San P ed ro  Sula and La L im a cam e 
to the a irp ort to  see B roth er  K n o rr  o ff to B ritish  H on du ras. 
M ore than th ir ty  breth ren  had com e to  say hello, regrettin g  
v ery  m uch  that he had  been  unab le  to  be at th e ir  convention  
in  T eguciga lpa .

B r o o k l y n , N. Y.

BELIZE, BRITISH HONDURAS
T he same recep tion  w as g iven  B roth er  K n o rr  as B roth er 

M organ  received  w hen he a rrived  in B elize, B ritish  H on ­
duras. T w o tru ck loads o f  breth ren  had com e out to greet 
the visitors  fr o m  the S ocie ty ’ s h eadquarters. In  B roth er 
M orga n ’ s case h is p lane arrived  tw o hours late and his lan d ­
in g  w as in  the d a rk ; w hile B roth er  K n o rr ’ s p lane was on 
tim e and, in  fa ct , a rr ived  there b e fore  one tru ck load  o f 
breth ren  got to  the a irp ort. I t  w as in deed  a p leasure fo r  
both  to  see these 65 zealous breth ren  o f  B elize  w elcom ing 
the v isitors  to  th eir seaside c ity .

B roth er  M organ , a fte r  c lea rin g  Custom s, clim bed  into 
one o f  the tru cks w ith  the rest o f  the breth ren  and headed 
back in to  the c ity  o f  B elize. T hat even in g  he gave them  a 
re p o rt on  w hat had occu rred  on  his tr ip  u p  to that time. 
T h u rsd ay  m orn in g  was devoted  to ch eck in g  the B ranch 
records and m ission ary  hom e reports. In  the a ftern oon  the 
brethren  w ere addressed on the su b ject o f  “ L ove” , and at 
7 o ’ c lock  that even in g  100 persons cam e to  hear the pu b lic  
lecture . T he m a jo r ity  o f  them  rem ained  to  hear an hour’ s 
ta lk  fo llo w in g  the p u b lic  lecture, on  the respon sib ility  o f  
Jeh ovah ’s w itnesses in  p ra is in g  Jeh ovah ’ s nam e.

H is  schedule ca lled  fo r  h im  to  leave early  F r id a y  m orn ­
ing, and  the m issionaries saw  h im  o ff  at the a irport. The 
w eather was bad  and  v is ib ility  poor. F ly in g  aw ay over the 
G u lf o f  H on d u ra s  the p lane stru ck  some v ery  rou gh  weather 
an d  heavy  rains. I t  w as necessary to keep the seat belts 
fastened  all the tim e, and it seem ed as though  the p lane were 
bou n cin g  an d  s lid in g  arou n d  in the a ir  and  cou ld  n ot do 
m u ch  to  overcom e the fo rce  o f  the elem ents n ow  raging. 
T he destination  w as San P e d ro  Sula  in H onduras, bu t the 
storm  and fo g  w ere too  intense fo r  a la n d in g  there, although 
a t r y  w as m ade. A ft e r  c ir c lin g  the field  fo r  som e tim e, t r y ­
in g  to  get in, the p ilo t  ch anged  h is course and  eventually  
lan ded  at a sm all field in  P u erto  C ortez. T his m eant that 
B ro th er  M organ  m issed seeing the m issionaries again at 
San P ed ro  Sula, w ho w ere w a itin g  at that field. A ft e r  the 
p lane had re fu e led  it got aw ay to  T egu ciga lpa . It  was 
in deed  good  to  get ou t o f  that d ren ch in g  rain  and o ff the 
m u d d y  field  and  see the sunshine w hen a rr iv in g  in T eg u ci­
galpa. I t  was here th at B roth er  M organ  stayed  overn ight 
an d  then m et B roth er  K n o rr  the n ext m orn in g  at the a irport 
on  his w ay  to  N icaragua.

T he elapsed  tim e betw een  B roth er  M organ ’ s v isits and 
B roth er  K n o rr ’ s w as g row in g  shorter. I t  was o n ly  a m atter 
o f  days, an d  it seem ed to the brethren  as th ou gh  it w ere a 
con tin u ou s con ven tion  w ith  a little  rest p eriod  in between. 
A t  B elize  B ro th er  K n o rr  was d riven  in to  the c ity  b y  truck, 
e n jo y in g  the com p a n y  o f  the brethren  and the beau tifu l 
scen ery  a lon g  the B elize river, w h ich  is rea lly  ju n g le  cou n ­
tr y . Som e o f  the m issionaries have gone aw ay back in to the 
co u n try  o f  B ritish  H on d u ras w here the m ah ogan y trees 
are cu t and  lu m ber floated  dow n  the river. S ix  sm all com ­
pan ies have been organ ized  in  variou s parts o f  B ritish  
H on d u ras and there has been a steady grow th  in  the num ber 
o f  pu blish ers in  th is co u n try . In  1946 w hen the first g ra d u ­
ates o f  G ilead  a rrived  there w ere on ly  th irteen  publishers 
and the one com p a n y  at B elize . N ow  there are fifty -five  
pu blish ers an d  s ix  com panies in  d ifferen t parts o f  the 
co u n try . W h en  the tw o tru ck loads o f  brethren  a rrived  in 
B elize th ey  d rove  r ig h t to  the K in g d om  H all. B roth er
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K n o rr  d id  n ot have o p p o rtu n ity  to  speak to  them  at the 
a irport, so th ey  assem bled in  the K in g d om  H all fo r  a few  
m inutes and B roth er  K n o rr  talked  to  them  in  the late a fte r ­
noon. I t  was a great p leasure to  greet som e w ho had been 
there on  his fo rm e r  visits, an d  also to  see m an y  new  faces, 
and  w ish them  well.

T he even in g  w as spent in  the m ission ary  hom e ta lk in g  
over the problem s, o f  w h ich  there w ere m an y. O ne o f  the 
great prob lem s is  th at o f  im pressin g  on  the m inds o f  the 
publishers th eir responsib ilities. M an y  new  pu blish ers w ant 
to  serve the L o rd  b u t th ey  d o  n ot app recia te  con secration  
and the n ecessity  o f  sym boliz in g  it. I t  takes great patience 
on  the p a rt o f  m issionaries to keep a fte r  the new  interest. 
B u t then the L o rd  is patient w ith  a ll o f  h is p eop le  in these 
last days o f  th is o ld  w orld . A n d  we m ust be patient, too. 
In  som e lan ds in d iv id u a ls  ap p recia te  th e ir  p r iv ileg e  o f  
service m ore q u ick ly  than in  oth er places. T hen , too , m any 
peop le  are steeped in  the habits o f  th is o ld  w orld  and  its 
relig iou s ideas and  it  is h ard  f o r  them  to  change in  so sh ort 
a tim e. T he breth ren  are n ot d iscou ra ged  b u t th ey  needed 
counsel and  w ere w on d erin g  h ow  m issionaries h and led  
the same situation  in  o th er lands. P a tien ce  and  love fo r  the 
p eop le  o f  the lan d  in  w h ich  y o u  w ork  is the answ er to  the 
problem . W e  m ust a lw ays recogn ize  that p eop le  have their 
ow n  w ay  o f  l i fe  and  have fo rm ed  habits over  cen tu ries o f  
tim e, and som e o f  the th in gs th ey  d o  an d  the w ay  th ey  
think are in bred  in them . B ritish  H on d u ran s are slow  to 
take on  new  ideas, and  it takes rea l patience to  con v in ce  
them . H ow ever, the breth ren  have had g ood  resu lts and 
there are n ow  m ore  p eop le  p rocla im in g  the m essage o f  the 
K in gdom  than ever b e fore  in  B ritish  H on du ras.

In  ad d ition  to  the m ission ary  prob lem s there are other 
th ings to con ten d  w ith . B elize has no ru n n in g  w ater fu r ­
nished to  the hom es b y  a  c ity  w ater su p p ly . E v e ry  hom e 
m ust have its ow n  w ood en  o r  con crete  tank, and  d u rin g  
the ra in y  season d ra in  w ater o ff the r o o f  and store it  fo r  
later use. B u t these prob lem s are m et, a lon g  w ith  the m arket­
in g  prob lem  and the m ode o f  travel, w h ich  are d ifferent 
from  w hat the m issionaries w ere used  to  in  the U n ited  
States. A ccu sto m in g  on eself to  con d ition s, as a ll m issionaries 
m ust d o  in  th eir co u n try , is im p orta n t to  su ccessfu l service 
and en joy a b le  liv in g . I t  was indeed  good  to  see the sp len d id  
attendance at the even in g  m eeting. T he m issionaries in vited  
their p eop le  o f  g o od -w ill and, to  th eir surprise , 111 persons 
cam e to  hear B roth er  K n o rr  talk  on  “ P reach  the W o r d ” . 
The respon sib ility  o f  be in g  a m in ister here was pu t squ arely  
up to the con gregation  assem bled. G od ’s law s a p p ly  to  all 
people regardless o f  land , edu cation  o r  custom s. G od ’s law s 
never change. A ll  in d iv id u a ls  m ust accom m odate them selves 
to these law s an d  a d ju st th eir lives  to  be in  h arm on y  w ith  
Jehovah ’s purposes.

I t  is believed  that the v isit o f  the broth ers to  B elize has 
h elped  the pu blish ers and  the new  interest, as d id  the visits 
to  oth er countries. I t  w as a p leasure to  be associated w ith  
these breth ren  and it was too  bad  the v isit cou ld  not have 
been lon ger, bu t the p lan e schedule ca lled  fo r  leav ing  early  
the n ext m orn in g . B y  tax i all the m issionaries and  B roth er 
K n o rr  w ent to  the a irp ort. H e an ticipated  seeing the G ilead 
gradu ates aga in  at San  P ed ro  Sula  an d  T eg u cig a lp a  on  the 
w ay  to M anagua. A ft e r  say in g  good -b y e  to  the little  g rou p  
the presiden t o f  the S ocie ty  d id  n ot experien ce  the same 
k in d  o f  tr ip  as h is secretary  in  the w a y  o f  rou gh  w eather 
on his w ay  to  San P ed ro  Sula , but like his secretary  he 
m issed la n d in g  at San P e d ro  Sula  because there w ere no 
passengers to  get o ff and  none to  get on. H e  was to ld  this 
by  the stew ardess on  the p lane abou t fifteen  m inutes a fter  
lea v in g  B elize. H e  was sorry  he d id  n ot get to  see these 
m issionaries again , bu t he con soled  h im self in  the fa c t  that 
the g ro u p  in  T eg u cig a lp a  w ou ld  be at the a irp ort to greet 
him . B u t th irty  m inutes la ter the stew ardess said  the plane 
w ou ld  n ot lan d  in  T eg u cig a lp a  either because n o  one w ould 
be g ettin g  on  o r  off, an d  that instead it  w ou ld  go  on  to  San 
S a lvador.

T he breth ren  in  San S a lvador had  been to ld  that B roth er 
K n o rr  w ou ld  n ot lan d  there on  his w ay to  M anagua, but 
w ou ld  lan d  at T e g u cig a lp a ; so b oth  the San P ed ro  Sula 
an d  T eg u cig a lp a  g rou p s and  B ro th e r  K n o rr  w ere d is­
ap p o in ted  in  n ot seeing each other. N ow  he was lan d in g  
at San S a lva d or at 10 a.m ., and so he talked to  the E l 
S alvadorean  C ustom s officers, requ estin g  perm ission  to  go  
in to  tow n  d u r in g  the th ree-h ou r stay. H ow ever, he was 
in form ed  th at tran sit passengers w ere n ot a llow ed to  leave 
the a irp ort. W ith  the aid o f  a k ind  P an  A m erica n  em ployee, 
he ph oned  a tax i com p a n y  in  San S a lvador and  to ld  them 
to  go  to  the address o f  the m ission ary  hom e and tell the 
p eop le  liv in g  there that M r. K n o rr  w as at the a irp o rt and 
that they  shou ld  take the selfsam e ta x i and  com e out 
im m ediately . S ix  breth ren  h appen ed  to  be at hom e, do in g  
th eir w ashing and clean ing . S o  th ey  h u rr ied ly  changed , and 
a v ery  en joy a b le  v isit w as had  fo r  tw o hours, in c lu d in g  a 
d in n er togeth er at the a irp ort. T he tim e was w ell spent. 
A ir  travel is  a little  uncerta in . Y o u  are n ot a lw ays sure 
w here y o u  are g o in g  to  lan d . B u t y o u  even tu a lly  get w here 
y o u  are goin g .

S h ortly  b e fore  1 p .m . the p lan e cam e in  and, a fter  saying 
good -bye , B ro th er  K n o rr  was on  his w a y  to  T egu ciga lpa , 
w here a ll the m issionaries w ere com in g  out to  m eet him , 
b e liev in g  he w ou ld  be on  that plane. A n d  so the president 
o f  the S ocie ty  had  the pleasure o f  ta lk in g  to  them  fo r  
fifteen  m inutes b e fo re  g o in g  on  to  M anagua.

LETTERS
ABSENCE OF PRAYER AT PUBLIC MEETINGS!

N ovem ber 17, 1949
D ear B ro th e r :

A n sw erin g  y o u r  q u ery  o f  the 9th instant reg a rd in g  the ab­
sence o f  p ra y er  in op en in g  and  c los in g  o u r  p u b lic  m eetin gs: 

I t  is certa in  that the p u b lic  does n ot com e to  ou r  p u b lic

lectures in  o u r  K in g d om  H all o r  elsew here to  hear us pray , 
bu t d o  com e to  hear the advertised  su b ject spoken  u pon  by  
the speaker an nou n ced  as com peten t to  handle it. O ur 
E xem p la r  Jesus h eld  m any p u b lic  lectures, bu t there is no 
record  that he open ed  or  closed  an y  o f  them  w ith  prayer. 
T here is n o  B ib le  re co rd  that he open ed  u p  the serm on on
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the m ou n t w ith  prayer, o r  those op en -a ir  lectu res a fter  
w hich  he fe d  the m u ltitu de , first the 5 ,000 and  then the 
4,000. B u t there is a record  th at w hen  he thus fe d  the 
m u ltitu des he d id  offer  p ra y e r  o f  th an k sg iv in g  to  G od  b e fore  
break in g  the bread  and  fish an d  d is tr ib u tin g  the p ieces to 
the h u n g ry  crow ds. A n d  these lectures, m in d  you , w ere 
p u b lic  gath erin gs o f  p ra ctica lly  a ll Jew s w h o a lready  
believed  in  Jeh ovah  G od. B u t  in  o u r  case to d a y  w e ad ver­
tise ou r  p u b lic  lectu res  as open  to  a ll peoples, w hether 
n om in a lly  C ath olic , P rotestan t, Jew , skeptic, atheist, or o f  
the m an y pagan  relig ion s. S u re ly  those o f  the p u b lic  w ho 
are not o f  the C hristian  fa ith  d o  n ot tu rn  ou t to ou r  m eet­
in gs in  ord er  to  jo in  w ith  us in  p ra y er  to  ou r G od , bu t solely  
to  hear the speech w hich  is the d ra w in g  feature. So we give 
them  that and do n ot th ink  to im pose u p on  them  b y  a ttach ­
in g  som ething else to  the lectu re  w h ich  m igh t offend  or 
stum ble them  b e fo re  th ey  hear the speech  th ey  cam e fo r . 
The apostle P au l, at 1 C orin th ians, ch ap ter 14, says C hris­
tians shou ld  offer p ra y e r  at th eir ow n  m eetings in  a lan gu age 
to be u n derstood  in  ord er  that the hearers m igh t be able to 
say A m en ! at its close. B u t w e shou ld  n ot exp ect an y  non- 
C hristian  p u b lic  to  jo in  in  an y  p ra y e r  i f  o ffered  at a p u b lic  
m eeting and  then say A m en ! w ith  us at the close. O u r b reth ­
ren  are o ffe r in g  p u b lic  lectures in  m an y pagan  lands, and 
i f  it  w ou ld  be im p osin g  u p on  the pagan  p u b lic  to  o ffer  ou r 
p ra yers  b e fore  we le t them  hear ou r  p u b lic  m essage, then 
the same ru le  ou gh t to  a p p ly  even  in  C hristendom . B ecause 
the m essage is  fo r  the p u b lic  to  tune in  on , p ra y e r  is lik e­
wise n ot o ffered  over the S oc ie ty ’ s rad io  station  W B B R . 
B u t this does n ot m ean p ra y e r  is n ever offered  in  b eh a lf o f  
all such p u b lic  m eetings. I t  is, p r iv a te ly , b y  those p rom otin g  
and su p p o rtin g  the p u b lic  lectu re  cam paign . T h at suffices.

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly  in  serv in g  T he T h eocracy ,
W atch Tower B ible &  Tract Society

ATTENDING FUNERALS AND MARRIAGES—WHERE?
N ovem ber 17, 1949

D ear B ro th e r :
Y o u r  card  o f  the 10th  in stan t re fe rs  to  ou r  letter in  the 

N ovem ber 15 issue o f  The Watchtower on  “ W e d d in g s  and 
F u n era ls”  and  asks w hether y o u  are to  u nderstand  th ereby
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that we “ advocate the fr ie n d s ’  a tten d in g  w edd in gs and 
fu n era ls  w hen  officiated b y  re lig iou s  c le rg y  o r  in  their 
b u ild in gs” .

W h y , certa in ly  w e d o  n ot “ advocate”  it , an d  the letter 
in  the above Watchtower th at answ ered  the in qu irer was 
n o t com m en tin g  on a tten d in g  w edd in gs and  fu n era ls  at 
re lig iou s  b u ild in gs  w here the c le rg y  hold  fo rth . O ur letter 
m en tioned  sen d in g  ou t ou r  ow n  representatives to  serve at 
such fu n ction s.

H ow ever, w hether a b roth er or  sister is free  to  attend 
such a  fu n ctio n  u n d er c le rg y  m anagem ent and in  their 
establishm ent is another question . C erta in ly  a m arriage 
p e r fo rm e d  b y  a re lig iou s  clergym an  is ju s t  as va lid  w ith 
the law  o f  the lan d  as one p e r fo rm e d  b y  a n y  o f  ou r brothers 
w ho app lies  fo r  an d  gets a license. A n d  w hen any o f  our 
breth ren  d o  n ot have an y  o f  ou r  ow n  broth ers to p erform  
b u t go  to  a m u n icipa l b u ild in g  and  have the cerem on y p er­
fo rm ed  b y  a ju s tice  o f  the peace o r  som e other d u ly  con sti­
tu ted  p u b lic  official, th ey  do n ot ask first w hether that 
official is a C ath olic , P rotestan t, Jew , or  oth er k ind  o f  re li­
g ion ist. T he m ain  th in g  is, D oes he represen t the law  o f  the 
lan d  and is he em pow ered  to g ive  legal au th ority  and recog ­
n ition  to  the m arriage? A ll  oth er m atters are in cidental 
an d  u n im p ortan t and w ith ou t bearing .

A  fa th er  o r  m other, w ho fo r  reasons b eyon d  th eir control 
fe e l ob liged  to  go  to  a re lig iou s  b u ild in g  to  see th eir ch ild  
m a rried  o r  bu ried , goes there to  see the m arriage or  the 
fu n era l and fo r  no re lig iou s  reason, i f  th ey  are in the truth. 
I t  is the same as in the apostle ’ s d a y  in  the case o f  a man 
w ho w en t in to  an id o l’ s tem ple fo r  som ething to  eat. H e  goes 
in there to  get a meal, bu t n ot to  w orsh ip . (1  C orinth ians 
8 :  7-10, American Standard Version) Som e oth er broth er ’ s 
con scien ce  w ou ld  n ot be stron g  enough  to  perm it him  to do 
th is, and  his w eak con scien ce w ou ld  take offense i f  he saw 
his C hristian  broth er in  such a p lace  fo r  ju s t  a meal. So 
w hile  we do n ot “ advocate”  it, we are n ot w ith in  ou r p ro v ­
in ce  to  critic ize  o r  con dem n , bu t w ill le t G od  ju d g e  our 
b roth er w ho a cco rd in g  to  his con scien ce m ay fee l ob ligated  
to  attend  fu n ction s  u n d er c le rg y  officiation .

F a ith fu lly  y o u rs  in  T h eocra tic  service,
W atch Tower Bible & Tract Society

FIELD EXPERIENCE
WBBR ENLIGHTENS A NUN

“ M a n y  years ago a y o u n g  w om an  w h o w as b orn  in 
G erm any and w ho w as a d evou t P rotestan t and a student 
o f  the B ib le  believed  she cou ld  serve the p o o r  and  needy 
better i f  she w ere to  em brace the R om an  C ath olic  b e lie f 
and  becom e a nun. T h is she d id . She took  the ve il in  the 
ord e r  o f  the Sisters o f  the S acred  H eart, o f  w h ich  ‘M oth er’ 
C abrin i w as the m other general. T h is sister becam e the 
trave lin g  com pan ion  o f  C abrin i an d  was later elevated  to 
the position  o f  a m other su perior. H er  du ties  took  h er to  
R om e and V a tica n  C ity , and one d a y  w hile in  the V atican  
w ith  C abrin i she n oted  som e m agn ificen t p a in tin gs upon  
the w all, one o f  w h ich  w as a p ic tu re  o f  D an te ’ s In fern o . 
She saw the p o o r  v ictim s p o rtra y e d  as in  fr ig h t fu l  torm ents. 
S h ortly  she m et a card in a l w ith  w h om  she spoke in  Germ an, 
sa y in g : ‘ I f  I  be lieved  A lm ig h ty  G od  w as d o in g  that (p o in t ­
in g  to  the p ic tu re ) to  the p oor  u n fortu n ates  ju s t  because

th ey  w ere n ot C atholics, I ’d  lose all m y  fa ith  in  G od .’  The 
card in a l sm iled  and  sa id : ‘M y  ch ild , d on ’ t take it too 
seriously . W e  have to  fr ig h te n  the peop le  to  m ake them  
good .’  T he sister n ever fo r g o t  that. She cam e to  A m erica  
an d  she and  her secretary , another nun , open ed  a hom e 
fo r  orph an s ju s t  outside o f  N ew  Y o rk  c ity . She was cry in g  
fo r  G od  to  show  her the tru th . She bou g h t a sm all rad io  
an d  began  to  tu n e in  variou s re lig iou s program s. O ne day 
she tu n ed  in  W B B R , listened , an d  a great flood  o f  light 
cam e in to  h er heart and m ind . She had  fo u n d  the tru th ! 
She sent fo r  litera tu re  and began  to  w itness to  her n eigh ­
bors in  her n u n ’ s garb. H er  secretary  also got the tru th  and 
began  to  w itness. I t  w as n ot lo n g  b e fore  off cam e the 
garm ents o f  r itu a listic  re lig ion  and  on  w ent the garm ents 
o f  pra ise  to  the great Jeh ova h !” — W a tch tow er rad io  station 
W B B R .


