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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Isaiah 54:13.

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to
everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things;
and that a cherub son of God rebelled against Jehovah and raised
the issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to the unfaith-
ful cherub, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam’s wrong act all men
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God’'s new capital organization;

THAT GOD’S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah'’s
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD of Satan began its “time of the end”
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vindicate His name and establish the “new earth” ;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah’'s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His
next great act is to destroy Satan’s organization and establish
righteousness completely in the earth ; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the
divine mandate to “fill the earth” with righteous offspring, and
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities
of life on earth.

“SEPARATING TO THE RIGHT” TESTIMONY PERIOD

This is the twelfth annual campaign for taking subscription for
The Watchtower. February, the second month of the campaign,
has been set aside as a special Testimony Period entitled “Separat-
ing to the Right”. Thoughtful readers of this magazine know
there is no better Bible publication than The Wwatchtower for
helping people to be separated to the right of the King Jesus
Christ in this judgment day of the nations. As an added induce-
ment to the public to subscribe, a premium of 8 assorted booklets
is offered with every year’s subscription for The Watchtower
at the regular rate of $1, American money. To persons already
subscribing for The Watchtower a year’s subscription for the
companion magazine Awake! may be offered, however without
the premium added. We especially invite our Watchtower readers
one and all to join in this campaign during February. A postcard
to us will bring instructions and references to local fellow cam-
paigners. Yes, by all means, report on our form the success with
which Jehovah God blesses your activities during February.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of April 2: “Stick to Your Work,”
1-24 inclusive, The Watchtower February 15,

Week of April 9: “How to Stick to It,”
tj 1-21 inclusive, The Watchtower February 15,
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SAVE
your personal or home copy of each issue of The Watchtower.
Do not throw them away, but preserve them in a binder or drawer
or on library shelves. At the end of each year, in its Decem-
ber 15 issue, The Watchtower contains an index of subjects and an
index of all the scriptures cited, quoted and commented upon in
all the leading articles throughout the year. By saving your copies
and keeping them in date order you will have an invaluable refer-
ence library for consultation in your study of the Bible. Organized
companies should preserve copies in the library of their local
Theocratic ministry course school.

FOREIGN-LANGUAGE SUBSCRIPTIONS

When writing the Society regarding a Watchtower or Awake!
subscription in a language other than English, the foreign
language should be clearly indicated (as, Greek, Spanish, or
Polish, etc.). This is especially necessary when sending in changes
of address and subscription renewals, using other than the regular
renewal slips. Renewal slips with no foreign language indicated
are always believed to be English, hence considerable trouble and
delay may be eaused if a foreign-language subscription is desired.
Be sure to indicate the language plainly in all correspondence and
in upper right-hand corner on all renewal slips. It will greatly
facilitate the work in the office if you use the renewal slips that
are sent with your magazine. Your correspondence with the
Society’s office at Brooklyn will be given quicker attention if you
write in the English language whenever possible.
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“STICK TO YOUR WORK?”

“Watch yourself and watch your teaching; stick to your work.”—

TEHOVAH GOD has always shown consideration
I in dealing with the problems and needs of crea-
J tures upon the earth. He knows what is good for
his creatures. He knew well that the nation of Israel
required commandments to regulate their lives and
to keep them close to pure worship of him. Through
Moses, God gave to Israel the Decalogue, or Ten
Commandments, written on stone. It was in the
Fourth Commandment where God stated his arrange-
ment for governing the work that must be done:
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the
seventh day is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant,
nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: for in six days Jehovah made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath
day, and hallowed it.”—Ex. 20:8-11, Am. Stan.Ver.

2Probably almost everyone in Christendom today
knows of the law which God stated concerning the
sabbath; yet very few have looked upon it as also
a direct command from God to work. It is most
important to remember that the Fourth Command-
ment is not limited to a mere consideration of one
day in seven, but God’'s pleasure for his creatures
was that they should work. By far the greater part
of their time would be devoted to working.

3When man had been ejected from the garden of
Eden, God provided that through the sweat of his
brow he would earn his bread. That meant working;
it meant hard work. But from this ordinary work
to maintain a livelihood the imperfect man would
properly pause for recuperation. So the Israelites
were given one day out of seven to rest from the
servile work or ordinary business of life. There was,
of course, great prophetic significance too in what
God caused them to do. (1 Cor. 10:11) Since Jeho-
vah's Word records his disapproval and condemna-
tion of idleness (Prov. 6:10,11; 19:15), it would be
the Fourth Commandment what did God govern for lsraelites?
0-do? How much?

2 B sides to rest, what was this.a comman C
3 What was rest to prowde’) Did 1t mean complete |d|eness7

1 Tim. 4:16, Moff.

error to suppose that the commandment forbade
activity of any kind and imposed complete idleness
for the day. However, in the years that followed the
issuance of the command on the sabbath to the nation
of Israel, many of the Jews fell away from keeping
the command, and eventually the clergy turned the
words to suit their own convenience.

4That by the time Jesus came to the earth the
clergy had induced the people to believe they must
be completely idle on the sabbath day, and that there
was a very general perversion of the sabbath then,
are apparent both from their objections to the work
Jesus did on that day and from his marked conduct
on the sabbath to which these objections were sure
to be urged. Evidently Jesus purposely did his acts
on the seventh day to provide proper education for
the common people. Jesus showed that it was not a
violation of God's Law, which he kept perfectly, for
anyone to do good works for the benefit of others
on that day. Rather it was in keeping with God's
principles to do the works of righteousness every day.

5When Jesus freely cured a man who had been
sick for thirty-eight years, the traditional religion-
ists hated him for it and persecuted him, seeking to
slay him. Jesus gave the straightforward answer:
“My Father is still at work, and | work too.” (John
5:17, An Amer. Trans.; also see Matthew 12:1-15;
Mark 3:2; Luke 6:1-5; 13:10-17; John 5:2-18;
7:22,23; 9:1-34) Jesus had not come to destroy the
Law, but to fulfill it. (Matt. 5:17) The necessity of
keeping the sabbath law remained until the death
of Jesus, when the Law was abolished.—Eph. 2:15;
Gal. 3: 24, 25; 5:18; Col. 2:16,17.

6But the ending of the sabbath law with its com-
mand to work as well as rest did in no way change
God’s principle that creatures should work. As Jesus
clearly put it, God is a worker. We see his works
every day; they are all about us. The Bible tells us
of his creative works and the many acts he performed
in behalf of his people on the earth in ancient days.
Greater works have never been done than those of
the Most High God.—Ps. 19:1.

4, 5, Over objections, what did Jesus show regarding the sabbath?
Did ~abolition of sabbath law change its principles? Why?
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A MINISTRY OF ACTIVITY

7Jesus brought a ministry of work to the earth.
The Father in heaven had sent him, providing him
with a commission to do marvelous and miraculous
works while upon the earth. On one occasion, for
example, Jesus saw a man who was blind from his
birth, whom Jesus healed. The words of Jesus on that
occasion were: “Neither hath this man sinned, nor
his parents: but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him. I must work the works of him
that sent me.” (John 9:3,4) And so Jesus worked
diligently throughout the time of his ministry. He
devoted his talents and abilities exclusively to God's
work and purposes. With this his Father in heaven
was well pleased, thereafter exalting Christ to the
highest position in the universe next to the Most
High.

8Before his exaltation, Jesus instructed his disci-
ples upon the earth and showed them by his working
example the manner of carrying on God's service.
According to God’'s Law, Jesus went to the syna-
gogues and assembled with the people. He used these
occasions for informing the people concerning God's
purposes: “And Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness
and every disease among the people.” (Matt. 9:35)
Multitudes of Jews assembled at the synagogues;
that was their regular meeting place. By speaking
the truth then it was possible for Jesus to bring the
truth to the ears of thousands of people in the terri-
tory he was assigned by Jehovah to cover. His follow-
ers thus learned by example how to take advantage
of the custom of public assembling of the people, and
this method was used later by faithful servants.
—Acts 13:15,16.

9In Mark 1:29 is the record of how Jesus went
into the homes to do God’'s work. The miraculous
healing Jesus did was a token or evidence as to who
he was, and the fame of him spread. In Mark 2 is the
account of how Jesus conducted home Bible studies
and instruction periods when the people gathered to
hear his wisdom. (Also see Matthew 9:10.) Mark
9:33-37 shows how Jesus instructed disciples in a
house, using a little child as an illustration or help
so they could understand the principles he was teach-
ing. Jesus visited the homes more than once, for
it would have been impossible to impart sufficient
knowledge to the imperfect minds of the people at
one time. Jesus did this without respect for the
standing of persons in the community, but on account
of the desire of the people to learn God’s truth and
because of their faith and love for righteousness.
7 What mlnlstry did Jesus bring? How did he show it?

Sabbaths, wrgl did Jesus go to the synagogues? What do we learn?
9 What work did he do at the homes™ of the people? Why?

Brooklyn, N. Y.

DThe apostles and disciples of Jesus benefited
from his work. They learned much of the Kingdom
gospel so they also could preach the Word. After
they had witnessed Jesus’ working, Jesus gave them
direct commands to go out to cities and villages to
do the work of preaching and teaching. He left no
doubt about it: a Christian is required to go to the
people. “After this the Master appointed seventy-two
others, and sent them on before him, two by two, to
every town or place to which he intended to come.
And he said to them, ‘The harvest is abundant
enough, but the reapers are few. So pray to the owner
of the harvest to send reapers to gather it. Now go.
Here | send you out like lambs among wolves. Carry
no purse nor wallet nor shoes, and do not stop to
exchange civilities with anyone on the way. When-
ever you go to stay at a house, first say, “Peace to
this household!” If there is anyone there who loves
peace, your blessing will rest upon him, but if there
is not, it will come back to you. Stay at the same
house, eating and drinking what they offer you, for
the workman deserves his pay. Do not change from
one house to another. Whenever you come to a town
and they welcome you, eat what is offered you, and
cure the sick there, and say to them, “The Kingdom
of God is close upon you!”’'”—Luke 10:1-9, An
Amer. Trans.; see also Luke 9:1, 2, 6.

N This meant house-to-house working, preaching
and teaching the good news. They were not to change
from house to house because one householder might
possess more of the world’s goods or might offer
more comfort and physical entertainment, but rather
stay on until the message and instruction had been
given adequately. The apostle Paul showed that to
be the correct understanding when he said: “I kept
back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and
from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and
also to the Greeks.” (Acts 20: 20, 21) Paul did work
from house to house.

PThat their Christian work was to include mission-
ary service in far-away nations was shown by the
direct words of Jesus to his disciples concerning the
work they were to do following his ascension to
heaven: “Go, disciple all the nations, immersing
them into the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the holy spirit; teaching them to observe all
things which | have enjoined upon you.” (Matt.
28:19,20, Diag.) This was a clear command to go
out to the people of all nations. It was further empha-
sized that this is a part of the work of the Christian
when Jesus said: “But you shall receive power by
the holy spirit coming upon you; and you shall be
my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and
10. Who learned by his example? So what did he do to them?

11. What did such” instructions to them mean?
12. What was their Christian work to include? To what extent?
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in Samaria, and even to the remotest parts of the
earth.” (Acts 1: 8 Diag.) That took in a lot of terri-
tory; it showed there would be much work done.

BWhen Jesus ascended to heaven to be with his
Father, the comforter, God's holy spirit, was poured
out upon the faithful followers of Christ upon the
earth. That spirit or invisible active force of God
moved the Christians to perform wonderful works
of preaching and teaching. God blessed their minds
and hands for the performance of his will. Many
persons believed the gospel and entered upon the
way to life.

WORK, A REQUIREMENT

MUMany of all nations were given the benefit of the
tireless working of the faithful disciples. Among
them were the people of Thessalonica. Some of the
Thessalonians did not seem to have a proper appre-
ciation of the value of good works. They did not take
note that the Scriptures condemned idleness and
laziness at work. By being slack at their work they
were doing injury to themselves and withholding
good from others, which action might bring about
destruction of life at God’s hands. They should have
known Proverbs 18:9 says, “He who is slack at his
work is brother to him who destroys.” (AnAmer.
Trans.) But evidently this ignorance was a result of
those at Thessalonica not being diligent in the study
of the Scriptures. (Acts 17:11) There was really no
excuse for anyone’s being idle there at Thessalonica.
The teaching of the Scriptures had been given to
them by Paul, Timothy and others to show them how
God required proper Christian works. Additionally,
they had the excellent personal example of Paul.
Nevertheless the apostle Paul had to write to them:
“We charge you, brothers, in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from any brother who
lives in idleness, instead of following the teaching
you received from us. For you know yourselves what
you must do to follow my example, for | was not
idle when | was with you; ... When | was with you,
I gave you this rule: Tf anyone refuses to work, give
him nothing to eat!” For we hear that some of you
are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing
any work. Now Avith the authority of the Lord Jesus
Christ we charge and exhort such people to keep
guiet and do their work . . . But you, brothers, must
not get tired of doing right.”—2 Thess. 3: 6-13, An
Amer. Trans.

BAIl of the Christians were required to work.
According to the apostle, the idleness of some of the
Thessalonians was a result of their not following the
teaching received from Paul and the other servants
who visited them. They were not at work because

13 What assistance was_given them from above to that e

nd?
14. Why and how were Thessalonians shown work is a requwement’?
15. Why were some idle? Why was knowledge necessary?

SfteWATCHTOWER,

they were not following knowledge of the truth. It
is true that the Lord poured out his spirit upon the
Christians in those days, but if some did not have
faith and the knowledge upon which to base it they
would surely not receive the spirit. Paul had dealt
with them in the same manner as he had done with
other Christians in other places, imparting such
knowledge as the Lord directed for the upbuilding
of the individuals in the Christian worship. Certainly
without proper knowledge none could work in a
manner pleasing to the Lord; none could bring forth
fruits to the honor of Jehovah’s great name.

BThe knowledge of the wonderful hope of what
is stored up for Christians by Jehovah God seemed
to have a different effect upon those Colossians to
whom Paul wrote: “You first heard of it long ago
when the true message of the gospel came among
you, to thrive and bear its fruit among you, as it
does all over the world, from the time when you first
heard about the mercy of God, and really came to
know it, in the form in which Epaphras . . . taught
it to you ... it is he who has told me of the love
the spirit has awakened in you. That is why, from
the day | first heard of it, | have never given up
praying for you and asking God to fill you, through
full spiritual wisdom and insight, with a clear knowl-
edge of what his will is, so that the lives you live
may be worthy of your Master and wholly pleasing
to him, and you may be fruitful in all kinds of good
deeds, and may grow into fuller knowledge of God.
Then, so mighty is his majesty, he will nerve you
perfectly with strength for the cheerful exercise of
endurance and forbearance in every situation, and
you will thank the Father who has entitled you to
share the lot of God's people in the realm of light.”
(Col. 1:6-12, An Amer. Trans.) Here Paul showed
how important it is to have a clear knowledge of what
God's will is. Without it one cannot live a proper life,
pleasing to the Master and worthy of him. With it the
way is open to be fruitful in all kinds of good works.
Not only that, but there will be a gift of strength,
nerving one for cheerful endurance. But all these
things go together. Proper use of the knowledge
helps us to work; the Lord will help us to stick to
our work, to persevere in it in every situation. That
is the blessed lot of true servants of God.

T7ls it possible for any person to obtain such
knowledge? Will it truly be possible to work for the
Most High and stick to that work? That so-important
knowledge is something that does not come all in one
moment. Our God has provided his Word of truth to
help us and to show us the way to serve him. As we
study it we learn what God’s purposes are and we
see that in order for a creature to please him that
individual must make a consecration of his life to

16. As Paul showed the Colossians, how is knowledge effective in us?
17. How does such important knowledge come
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God's service. That means work. When one is filled
with the knowledge of the hope in the living God and
then works, that will benefit him in an exceptional
way.

BWwWhy do we work? It is because of our faith and
because we believe God’'s promise that he will give
us life. “It is for this that we toil and struggle, for
we have fixed our hopes on the living God, the Savior
of all men, especially those who believe.” (1 Tim.
4:10, AnAmer. Trans.) To someone who has no
faith this may appear to be a drudgery; yet in truth
it is the source of the greatest joy to Christian men
in this world. Especially at this time, when the forces
of evil appear more actively than ever in the past,
when the signs of the end of this old world are upon
us, it is the greatest privilege. This is the time when
the work of preaching the gospel in all the world for
a testimony is taking place. It is the time when great
light has been shed upon God’s truth and when the
Christian’s business is to be studying his Word and
assembling together regularly with those of like
precious faith in Bible study, helping others to learn
more of the kingdom hope of all mankind.

PThe knowledge of the Scriptures shows us that
just ahead of us is that terrible and dark time of the
battle of Armageddon, when the evil forces of the
Devil's world will go down into destruction. The
nearness of that world-shaking event impresses upon
our minds the import of the words of Jesus at John
9:4, according to An American Translation: “We
must carry on the work of him who has sent me while
the daylight lasts. Night is coming, when no one can
do any work.” Now is the time to act wisely in doing
these righteous works of teaching. Now is the time
to live and work as Christians, especially now, for
the final end is near. That is why the apostle advises
us to be vigilant and careful: “Watch yourself and
watch your teaching; stick to your work; if you do
that, you will save your hearers as well as yourself.”
—1Tim. 4:16, Moff.

WHY PERSEVERE IN IT

D“Stick to your work,” he says. Why is it neces-
sary to give such pointed advice? It is because there
is real struggle in keeping going in God's work. Were
it true that no one opposed God's work, then, of
course, it would be much easier; however, we must
be aware that Satan the Devil is our adversary and
he is very angry now, since he has been cast out of
heaven. (Revelation 12) He is busily trying to turn
all creatures away from God and into destruction
with him at the coming conflict. He wants to make
each one slack the hand, slow down, and finally stop
completely from God’s beneficial work. He is still try-
ing to fight God by overcoming the servants of Jeho-

18. 19. Why do we do_ this Christian work, and especially now?
20. Why give such pointed advice about sticking to our work?

Brooklyn, N. Y.
vah, for he well knows that then they will lose out on
God'’s precious promises and Kingdom blessings. The
warning of the apostle Peter (1 Pet. 5:8, 9, Am. Stan.
Ver.) is therefore so appropriate at this time: “Be
sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour: whom withstand stedfast in your faith.”
Satan is attacking every individual who is conse-
crated to God, every man, woman and child doing
God's work. The Devil wants us to turn back from
God'’s work, against the good advice of Jesus, who
said: “No man, having put his hand to the plow,
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
—Luke 9: 62.

2LlHow is this “looking back” done? By turning
back to the old world from which we came out. It
means turning our interest back to the evil practices
and customs of the old world, as when Lot and his
family were delivered by God from the destruction
of wicked Sodom and Lot’s wife turned to look back
because her interest was actually there. She perished,
becoming a pillar of salt; therefore Jesus said: “Re-
member Lot's wife.” (Luke 17:32) Looking back
means not keeping the Kingdom interests first. It
means not sticking to your work.

2 Satan uses many ways to accomplish this. Some
persons are affected by the persecution. Reproach
slows others down. But this persecution and reproach
cannot be avoided. The Master told his followers they
would suffer many indignities and much torture for
his name’s sake. It was so in the case of his servants
following his ascension to heaven and it has been true
upon real Christians ever since. (Matt. 24: 9; 2 Tim.
3:12) To combat this violent action of the enemy
the Christian must be strong in faith. With strong
faith we are fortified by Jehovah and we are able to
overcome or neutralize the enemy’s attacks if we
persist in our work and trust in our God to deliver us.

BNot all suffer violent persecution today, but
there are other methods Satan uses to turn us from
our good work. In this life we have many responsi-
bilities. Some of us learn the truth after we have
acquired families, and these families do not always
believe the Scriptures as we do. Sometimes they put
every hindrance in our way in an effort to make us
fail to stick to our worship. The responsibility is
upon us to provide for our family members, which
we as Christians are pleased to do. “But if any
providetli not for his own, and specially his own
household, he hath denied the faith, and is worse
than an unbeliever.” (1 Tim. 5:8, Am. Stan. Ver.)
Even when they oppose our good works we must see
that they have the necessities to maintain life if we
are family providers. And in the end it may be that
21. How is this ‘looking back’ done, and with what result?'

22. How does Satan induce this in_some? How do we combat this?
23. Despite opposition must one still provide for family? Why?
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they will accept the truth and we shall gain our
families for the Lord by setting a faithful example
of belief and good works.

2The counsel on overcoming family opposition is
found in Jesus’ words at Matthew 10:34-39 (Am.
Stan. Ver.): “Think not that | came to send peace on
the earth: | came not to send peace, but a sword. For
I came to set a man at variance against his father,
and the daughter against her mother, and the daugh-
ter in law against her mother in law: and a man’s foes
shall be they of his own household. He that loveth
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me. And he that doth not take his
[stake] and follow after me, is not worthy of me. He

24. Why stick to the work despite family opposition? How?
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that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth
his life for my sake shall find it.” Jesus showed that
there would be great ciises in the families who
accepted Christ and followed in the right way. No
Christian must permit family opposition to keep him
back from serving Jehovah God and Christ, but the
Christian must put the love of Christ first, else he
would fail to prove worthy. If others in the family
became so violent as to take the Christian believer's
life, then Christ would restore life in the Kingdom
time; but if one would back up into inactivity in
order to save his life, in the end he would displease
the Life-giver and lose everlasting life. By keeping
the love of the Lord as of first importance and the
other required things secondary, we will properly
stick to our work.

HOW TO STICK TO IT

N order to maintain our lives we must have a
I certain amount of this world’s goods. Will worldly

goods become a hindrance to us in our Christian
work? Will we fall into the snare of the enemy
because we become afraid of losing a steady income
from our secular work? Pressure is often put on
those who have taken up God’'s service. They are
boycotted in their business establishments, particu-
larly in such places as Quebec, where false religion
holds sway. Again, there may be merely threats of
financial or business losses. We know that if there is
any selfishness or pride in us it will be worked on
by our adversary to slow us down in our work. Here
is another great test of the Christian's faith. The
Lord has promised to provide all the needs of his
servants. (Matt. 6:33) Will their faith be strong
enough? Will they take the Lord at his Word? Based
upon his knowledge and faith, the apostle Paul came
out with a statement of the sensible Christian posi-
tion: “If we have food and clothing we will be satis-
fied. But men who want to get rich fall into tempta-
tions and snares and many foolish, harmful cravings,
that plunge people into destruction and ruin. For
love of money is the root of all the evils, and in their
eagerness to get rich, some men wander away from
the faith and pierce themselves to the heart with
many a pang.”—21 Tim. 6:8-10, An Amer. Trans.

become afraid to lose the easy way of life for the
work’s sake. The attractions of the old world can be
a cause of looking backward. It happened in the early
Christian days and is still happening today. As the
apostle Paul testified in his writing (2 Tim. 4: 9,10):
“Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me: for Demas
hath forsaken me, having loved this present world,
and is departed unto Thessalonica.” Demas had
great opportunities of serving God in company with
the apostle Paul, but he lost out because he did not
stick to his work. By taking the course in life that
he chose he could only lose his chances to obtain ever-
lasting life, which he evidently did.

30ur wily foe uses other methods to slow down
God’s servants. He sows discord among the brethren.
It is often that we are evil spoken of by the world;
but when such things come from the mouths of those
who are associated in the work it is not easily taken.
It hurts deeply. If our faith is not strong, we may
become offended and isolate ourselves from other
Christians. That is a mistake; it may cause us to
stop the work. That is why we must not allow dis-
unity to creep into our ranks. We must quickly settle
any differences that arise and keep going forward in
the work.—Prov. 6:14,16,19; Eph. 4: 3,12,13, 31,
32; Col. 3:12,13.

4Because we are attacked from so many sides by

2 Satan tries to make the things of this worldthe evil one, we must keep alert and fight hard to go

appear alluring to those in God’'s work. There are
many lusts of the flesh which war against the spirit-
ual things. (1 Cor. 10:6-11; Jas. 1:14,15; 1 Pet.
2:11) There are the pleasures of this life which can
be allowed to take up all of our consecrated time.
If we have plenty of this world’'s goods we may

1 How do business and worldly goods tend to slow down our work?
2. What part do worldly attractions and our lusts tend to play?

ahead. We cannot afford to take chances with our
lives, so we must always have a positive viewpoint.
There is danger in being indecisive, pausing on the
way to life. We are wise when we understand that
once we have made a consecration to serve God there
is never any question about how to decide matters.

3. How do discord and evilspeaking tend to operate?.
4. Why must we be alert and have a positive viewpoint of our work?
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And we play safe by making our decisions always
in favor of the Lord’'s work and in harmony with liis
Word. Jesus gave us a good example of how to pro-
ceed when the Devil tempted him in the wilderness.
Jesus knew what the Scriptures said, so he used them
as his vehicle for reply. The Devil could not make
him change from his positive attitude of mind. (Matt.
4:1-11) We must likewise watch out that our fleshly
desires or other creatures are not permitted to influ-
ence us unreasonably to keep us away from our Theo-
cratic activities. It is necessary to stick close to the
Lord and his organization to be safe.

Brooklyn, N.Y.
did not feel that way. They did not choose to serve
God because they were unable to find any other
employment or because they were unqualified for
any other work. They saw in God'’s service the highest
honor that could come to any creature on this earth.
Today there are many among Jehovah's witnesses
who, as the world views things, have unusual natural
abilities or talents. They may have intelligence well
above the average. They may be clever. If they were
to direct their efforts that way, they would be able
to gain high positions in this world, together with
the wealth and all such things the world pursues.

6 Our minds must be trained through the study ofBut do they choose temporal things, with the loss of

the Scriptures if we are to stick to our work. Think-
ing and talking about God and his purposes is good
for you. Consider your limitations. You have a
limited amount of time to give to the training of
your mind. If you consume all of that time with
worldly reading, radio entertainment, television, etc.,
and thinking on earthly things, you are wasting time
that can be used to build up a protective barrier
against the darts of the enemy. Your thoughts can
be filled with important ideas. Each day there is a
text to consider, as published in the Yearbook of
Jehovah’s witnesses. You will find appropriate times
to discuss Theocratic matters when in association
with others in public witness work, or with friends
in travel or at home. The wise Christian sets aside
certain regular times for the building up of his mind,
fortifying himself for the work to be done.—Phil.
4:8, 9.

6This course of action will help others too. You
have the privilege of building others up in the faith.
Oftentimes you will encounter a person who is not
positive in his ways, who shows laxity in his way of
working. You do a distinct service to such a doubtful
one when you encourage him to attend Bible-study
meetings with others of like precious faith and when
you suggest to him that he participate in God's serv-
ice. He may not realize the danger into which he is
being led when he makes little excuses for not doing
as God requires of his consecrated servants. As a
Christian you have the privilege of aiding another to
form the good habits you have made your own and
of fighting off the bad habits that lead backwards.
Cultivate the habit of regularly associating with the
Lord’s people. Habitually practice these things.

7 Sticking to your work will be easier if you proper-
ly evaluate the extraordinary work that is the por-
tion of a Christian. Surely there is nothing of higher
value in this transitory world. It is not common or
ordinary. A proud person might feel himself to be
too important or too capable to go from house to
house in God’s service. But Jesus and his disciples

must our mlnds be trained? B takmg( advantage of what?

P brethren_to faith and rqh
How does prope ly evaluating the work help us StICk to it?

God’s treasured work and blessings? Certainly not.
Bather they use all their natural abilities for the
advancement of the Lord’s work. We should consider
our natural abilities as gifts from Jehovah and cul-
tivate them in his service. (1 Cor. 12:31; 13:8;
14:1,39; Eph. 4:7-13, Am. Stan. Ver.) Whatever
abilities we have, therefore, whether many or few,
should be applied to God’'s work and to help us stick
to that work.

81t is not enough that we share in God’'s work. No,
we must give our very best if we shall please him.
We should keep the quality of work as high as
possible. As Paul put it: “Like an expert builder, |
laid a foundation, as God commissioned me to do,
and now someone else is building upon it. But let
everyone be careful how he does so. For no one can
lay any other foundation than the one that is laid,
that is, Jesus Christ himself. And whether one uses
gold or silver or costly stone in building on the foun-
dation, or wood or hay or straw, the quality of every-
one’'s work will appear, for the Day will show it. For
the Day will break in fire, and the fire will test the
guality of everyone's work. If what a man has built
on the foundation stands the test, he will have his
pay.”—1 Cor. 3:10-14, An Amer. Trans.

91t is a mistake to undervalue the wonderful serv-
ice of God. That service is a treasure of inestimable
value. “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels
[our fleshly bodies], that the exceeding greatness of
the power may be of God, and not from ourselves.”
(2 Cor. 4: 7, Am. Stan. Ver.) We receive our abilities
in the work from God and these we should employ
creatively, conscientiously and with diligence. We
shall enjoy doing God’s work if we do it right, if we
give our best. There will be good building work done;
our work Avill be fruitful. It is upon the basis of the
qguality of our work that God will give us our pay.
Jehovah pays us well for our service in righteous-
ness ; he gives us everlasting life. “The wicked man
earns illusive wages; but he who sows righteousness
has a true reward.”—Prov. 11:18, An Amer. Trans.

8, 9. What quality of work should we give to this ministry? Why?
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DEven now we are receiving rewards. We have the
satisfaction and contentment of mind that comes only
with the blessing of the Lord. We have the joy of
the Lord, hearts full of hope and expectation. These
come to us as a bulwark against the Devil’'s opposi-
tion. We see that now we have the privilege of devel-
oping ourselves through the many experiences and
tests that come upon us. We are, as it were, perfect-
ing our work, polishing out the defects. As we see our
work improving we receive much joy. We rejoice in
doing the Lord’s will, as it is written: “You must
find the greatest joy, my brothers, in being involved
in various trials, for you know that the testing of
your faith leads to steadfastness, and steadfastness
must have full play, so that you may be fully and
perfectly developed without any defects.”—Jas.
1: 2,3, AnAmer. Trans.

THE FREEDOM OF A CLEAR CONSCIENCE

nWith this perfecting of our service comes the
knowledge that we are doing what is right. Thus the
Lord pays us with the freedom that comes only
from having a clear conscience. We, as Christians,
have made a consecration to serve our Father, and
he helps us to keep our integrity. By taking the
course of righteousness we receive many blessings
and we are privileged to show by our upright con-
duct that those who abuse us have all the shame.
“And who is there that can hurt you if you are eager
to do what is right? Even if you should suffer for
uprightness, you are blessed. But do not be afraid of
them, nor be troubled, but reverence Christ in your
hearts as Lord, and always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who calls you to account for the
hope that you have. But do so gently and respect-
fully, and keep your conscience clear, so that those
who abuse your upright Christian conduct may be
made ashamed of their slanders.” What a wonderful
feeling it is to be free from fear, to be satisfied, to
rely on the safety of the covering hand of the Most
High. There is a certain joy in suffering for doing
right in God's work; but, on the other hand, how
great is the mental anguish of those who do wrong.
“For it is better to suffer for doing right, if that
should be God’s will, than for doing wrong.”—1 Pet.
3:13-17, An Amer. Trans.

PWhen we stick to the work of serving God and
when we stick close to his organization we may suffer
persecution, but God grants us the strength and
ability to bear it. It is when we carelessly drift back
to the old world’s ways and become ensnared in any
of Satan’s many pits or traps that we suffer the
untold miseries that we bring upon ourselves. The
attention of the Watch Tower Society is often called
to such things because persons seek help in their

10. What present rewards do we have for thus doing?
11 What freedom does a clear conscience . give us?
12 To what pitiful state does failure to stick to It lead?
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time of trouble. One recent example that is very un-
fortunate is set forth in the following letter:
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That is the very pitiful state into which failing to
stick to the work and stick to the Lord’s organization
has led some individuals. That is what Satan will
bring upon those who give him an opening by paus-
ing to associate again with the old world: mental
suffering, misery, unhappiness.

BIt is a comfort to us to know that our God in
heaven is a merciful One and that he is an ever-
present source of help and comfort. When we are
caused to stumble under the constant attacks of our
adversary and we yield ground, we suffer untold
miseries on account of it. But if we truly love God
we will turn to him and seek his help, as a child will
go to its father. This help we may receive, by his
undeserved kindness, if we put forth a sincere effort
to henceforth go in the right way. We know we can-
not go on willfully repeating our sins and then come
again each time to ask forgiveness, as is the manner
of some in modern religious circles, for the Scrip-
tures do not allow for that (Heb. 10:26-30); but
when we sincerely repent and seek to go in the right
way, getting back into the Lord’'s work and deter-
mining to stick to it, there is the Lord to help us
recover. At the very least, the period of suffering is
certain to be a most difficult time—there are many
who never recover—and so the wise servant of Jeho-
vah will keep his vision of the issue clear and stick
to his work, not taking any risks with his life.

UIn the finality, it is our works that will be con-
sidered by our Father, and then it will be determined
whether or not we shall receive everlasting life. Why

13. How can takin

advantag'e of God’'s mercy hel (P us to stick to it?
14. By what cours u

can we lose all our pay for our past works?
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should we foolishly risk the loss of that excellent pay
from Jehovah by going back and pursuing the illu-
sive wages of this dying old world? It is better to
consider and heed the words of the apostle Peter:
“And if you address him as Father who judges every-
one impartially by what he does, you must live rever-
ently all the time you stay here, for you know that
you have not been ransomed with anything perish-
able like silver or gold, from the futile way of living
in which you were brought up, but with precious
blood.” (1 Pet. 1:17-19, An Amer. Trans.) It is re-
quired of Christians to live reverently all the time
they stay in this old world, following God's Word
carefully, if they are to gain final approval of the
Life-giver in heaven. The ransom by Christ Jesus
is not to be viewed as a common thing, but it is a
precious treasure far more valuable than silver and
gold. We can lose all of the blessings of the Lord
if we go back to the futile way of living in which we
were brought up before we knew the truth and made
our consecration.

BWith the pay we receive now from Jehovah we
find the divine protection. We are in an evil world
that is seeking to destroy all that honors Jehovah's
name. Were it not for the unexcelled protective serv-
ice from above our chances of survival in this old
world would be nil. We are given every reasonable
help too. The Lord has given his spirit in abundance
to his servants and with that has come a supply of
spiritual food and knowledge of his purposes that
we cannot contain. The food is plentiful. When we
are working hard we use more of the food and we
appreciate it more. It gives us added strength to
stick to our work.

BThe strength that God gives us to endure in this
old world is beyond the understanding of this world.
The world sees that as an organization Jehovah's
witnesses are sticking to their work under any and
all conditions, in the face of the violence of perse-
cution and war. The efforts made to stop the work
would ordinarily bring an end to the activities of any
group. We know it is only Jehovah'’s help that makes
it possible for us to endure, and so we do not boast
in ourselves. “We boast in hope of the glory of God.
And not only so, but we triumph also in afflictions,
knowing that affliction works out endurance; and
endurance, approval; and approval, hope; and this
hope is not put to shame, because the love of God
has been diffused in our hearts, through that holy
spirit which has been given to us.”—Rom. 5:1-5, Diag.

TYWith the help of God's spirit and the wonderful
hope, we can endure, we find ourselves able to per-
severe, we can continue, we can stick to our work.
It is the only wise thing to do now. We have the
prospects of life, and the time is so near. Paul said:

15, 16. Where and how do we ﬂst strength for our work?
17. "As to our work, what is the only Wise thing to do now? How?
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“You must not lose your courage, for it will be richly
rewarded, but you will need endurance if you are to
carry out God's will and receive the blessing he has
promised.”—Heb. 10: 35, 36, An Amer. Trans.

A SOUND INVESTMENT OF EFFORT

BThe enduring things are what we must invest in.
These are only the Theocratic things, God's work.
We are advised not to put all of our energies into the
worldly enterprises because those things are doomed
to destruction at the near battle of Armageddon. If
we give all of our time to such things it will be lost
because such things are doomed to destruction with
this world at the now near battle of Armageddon. If
we give all of our time to such things it will be time
lost because such things are going to be lost. Worse
than that, we may be smashed up with them at Arma-
geddon because of not sticking to God's work and
keeping that first in our lives. “You must not work
for the food that perishes, but for that which lasts
for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you,
for God the Father has authorized him to do so.”
(John 6:27, An Amer. Trans.) It must be remem-
bered that the gaining of salvation means work,
sticking to it through thick and thin. “Wherefore, my
beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence,
work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling.”—Phil. 2:12.

BANd all the work we do is profitable. A few words
spoken at the right time will help many a person to
appreciate more of God’'s purposes and his great
mercy. We have opportunities to speak to other
people by telephone. We write letters about the
gospel. We can mail literature concerning the King-
dom to friends and people of good-will. When visitors
come to our homes we can speak with them about
Jehovah God. These are all a part of the good work,
oftentimes in addition to the important work of call-
ing upon the people at their homes and places of
business. Whether it may be that we do much in the
work or a little because of limited strength or ability,
sticking to the work is good. Since it means salvation,
your work is not wasted or thrown away. “So my
dear brothers, be firm and unmoved, and always
devote yourselves to the Lord’s work, for you know
that through the Lord your labor is not thrown
away.”—1 Cor. 15: 58, An Amer. Trans.

DIt has always been true that Christians are
required to work, for that is according to the princi-
ples of the Most High God. The advice of Paul that
is written at 1 Timothy 4:16 was full of meaning for
the consecrated ones in early Christian times. But
today the times are more perilous, the days are more
18 To what should we not bend all our energies? Why not?

19. In what profitable ways_can our. personal work proceed?
20. Why does the quotation from 1 Timothy 4: 16 have more force now?
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evil. The time for the final settlement of the great
issue of universal domination is here and the ire
of the evil ones is at its highest pitch. This means
that the assaults against those who are seeking to do
God's work are more intense and violent than at any
other time in history. In the face of all of this we
ourselves must stand firm in our integrity, never
giving even a slight opening to the Devil to get in
a wounding blow to disable us from the Christian
service; never permitting ourselves to be captured
by his forces and dragged back into the darkness
of this world and its perdition.

2.The work that we have been given is a great
blessing. It keeps us away from the dangerous things
of the old world, so it acts as a protector. The work
we have to do now is teaching and preaching. All of
the time and strength we can possibly muster should
go into the work. We have entered into this work

21 How is our work a blessing now toward winning out?
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with determination to see it through to the finish.
The name of Jehovah is involved and so is our eternal
salvation. We want to win and we can win by doing
good works. Indeed, we must stick to our work, faith-
fully looking to the time when the Lord’s statement
at Revelation 22:12 (An Amer. Trans.) is fulfilled:
“See! | am coming very soon, bringing with me my
rewards, to repay everyone for what he has done.”
Now is the time. Because the final settling of the
great issue is to come in this generation, our salva-
tion is much nearer than when Christians first started
to serve God. It is even much closer than when we
ourselves first started to do God's work. We must
not take chances by looking back to the old world for
anything. We cannot risk even the slightest slowing
down now. That is why the admonition at 1 Timothy
4:16 (Moff.) means so much to us in the last days:
“Watch yourself and watch your teaching; stick to
your work.”
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or an tion that God used tq rid therr ﬂ false re I- prrvrle?eso others about, to whom tobacco may be offensive,
? octrine, that He used it to] e them Km ere 15 every reason against the use of tobacco: there Is
ﬁutsto icture for them new- ear(t eSfrngs and t ra|n not one reason that supports its use.
them In t e gi spe T;?]reac md work that leads to suc “ “Tobacco is the Devil's weed emplotyed for the urpose
and eternal Tjfe. eej( Arus ed the o?amzatron In those F ﬁmora d|z|n1g uman creafures, partjcul aer tg e
matters certarn that God was and still s using It. s jt not the end’. The ue of tobacco avrn riginate
m}o%bet at God alsq uses It to cleanse His eogle of such ~ gemonism, |ﬁ should be expected tha erce of
abits as smoking? Atter the novrce become awrtness emons’ woud mtroduce ItS use Into Chrrste dom b reI|-
throu%h the or\ganrza lon’s aid, does h %su de }/ become  glonists and popularize. it there among rer lous practl-
wrser han hrs Isible teacher ont e su] tecto ce(an INESs oners Thec amrqatrn%rnf uen%e thereo ass ad to

and on EXP ammg SCFIPIUI‘GS re atmgt eto? On arts O the eart a Ing, t reat mu‘ F
n (rﬁae on SUI'VIYOI’S unﬁr the I'I tGOUS fuie Q

W

rent
occasions In time W.atchtower has gIsc fs
use of tobacco. Note the fo oW ng comments ta en. romtg VIS Prrncesrn all the earth’ with cr%arettes 'ﬂt elr i rrt)s
Watchtower Magazine of July~1, 1942 after it quoted and try gto carrg out the divine mandate to fill the earth
2 Corinthians 7 with a hedlthy-blooded righteous race!” (Pages 205, 200)

Anr%/ filthiness, whether it be of the flesh or of the spirit

s aborninable In H'Sir ?h Clean C?ss of the flesh and Spirit PROPER REGARD FOR THE ORGANIZATION
ISt everyo osrteo mess and means that t ecre ure And ne more point that new ones among Jehovah's wit-
must be tlean In bod %/ and m mind and use the natura NESSES S oud remember r atrve to the use of tobacco. That
faculties with which he 1s endowed. o the r)/ o] |s |s It thelr purpose o brmg f| thiness mﬁo the orﬂamzaton
Havrn% taken hrs osrtron on the sjde of Jéhovah In the and spoil Its reputation fo ceannesk fact that Jeno
reaf 1Ssue, ang n%\rant%d b¥ Jehovah the great vahs Itnesses ?rgb 0 not smoke has become %[nar er
rrvrl%ge of berng ass %ated Ith his heocrac%%a a of them, a sign that dis mgurshes em from Wor ngs, a
lon, fie must d&port himselt in keeping with t cause for srt)ecral notice and comment eyoutsr eo SEIVers,
organization, Iorca f this 15 the press rwort the Springtield unio
The. t?]rmres [of this, worId and therlrﬂrous toor aniza- ')(2 1%49 In the section * hI eWrt esses ublis ed

onswr them, are eem thatt 0se i world nﬁ e district assembly In Sprmgfrel Massa-
omrnatron are amp¥ su%f led with 10 ac% The Encyclo- efts ;
pcedra Britannica (YOl the co

f' ‘As ntinent of “One oy about 12 years olﬂ hjadhrs bmocularstrarned on
Amerjca was opene %nd ex ored, it became evident thes ea es event Hg a seat right near the front.
that the consu Olptron of togacco, espegially by smoking, was Use asse ten crealte a race rac atmos ere,
a universal and immemorial usag In mMary Cases vound ut ano con |t|on In the Co seum was a ar cr rom
UP WITH THE MOST SIGNIFICANT AND SOLEMN TRIBAL CERE- W at at sportrn events of 1 sort. P OrP
onies. That means the use of that herb was asfsocrat dwith atten ames there, prtrcua ouldn’t ave
Pf onrsm t? rrng Its du Resunderthe ower, of. the demons. reco n| ce n ee wohart evF]r efore been In

se of fobacco, then, clean or filthy within the ean- seum wrt 500 other people when there wasn't

tures? The use of tobacco1s extreme th/e the tiniest trace of ergaret smoke?”

Ing of the Scri
re%ardl of The form in whjch |t 1s used. It bef %US DO new on swrf]h {0 ma[ this standard of cleanness that
dULS the enta]l faculties. Tt makes the user has made Jehovah’s visible or%anrzatron outstanding?
ofte SIVE to those wit comes in contact, and does not seem that any new witnesses a recratrve o te
Works great injury fo the user an is a dishonor to God and truths they have learnéd from ttbe orar tlron would and
Christ.” The use of tobacco has reatly Hemoralrzed th g OreP % ?9 evil, by wrec ng Ic ? P estall |V\b
hTman race. It creates an éH)dpetlt or otner |mPure and  repu atyon fo eedom from to acco’s filth. It I1s not the
I)' J %/S Under no condition is the use qf tobacco ur 056 ? &e vrsrble or amzatJon to be narer or do
oved By God’s Word, athough not mentioned by name, ic or lacking In tolerarice ?n merc It realizes th
Olt therefore, does not seem consrs ent for ang/on(e of H es time for ones to.c anse mselves of word]
0 sorgamzatron or those who ave been privil % both ph srca anﬂ LPrrrtua those makin the
His gracé to enter the ‘cities o rreLug% to use tob vrsrble ordanization should exercise patrence an der
Thos who rsrst In the use o arm ul we cannot stand | Ith one an%tber New one be mee
be consr rproper examR (es In. word, In chayity teacha e an not, stubborn| |¥ reﬁrst or. se frsh reasons the
Rrrrt In a|t In"purity, a thelr course 0 actron Botura admonitions gar st the filthiness of the tobacco
Eeexa] ple the are settrn forth works |ILto their nergh- On the other hand, “those in the or anrza |onw 0 are
? d/ 3 ebel mg against a reasonable requirement ce n.of this co ﬁamr atron of thefeshs oul IIs hort
the Lora’s organization ? eing merci sufferin but a ow time
“| 'a.man chooses to injure hrmself by the use of tobacco or .ne ones to read ust’ themselves an con orm to the
no one has the rrﬂht to say he shall not use it, but certainly  Scriptural ways of Jenovah's organization.
no person has the right to blow tobacco smoke into t e Many different methods for breaking the tobacco habit
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are recommended by worldl aff theorists, such special diets, and movedb hrs hon s(nmt and wrth honest-to-goodness

exercrse medrcme? graqual tap ermﬂ f of smoking, etc. aﬁpea or B/ for his he \P to overcome the
he best method for quitting 15 to ave aqoo mcenHve enchedn If, tey are bound to vindicate his power
or om 50 and t en to sto abru%tz [t775 the met d amm% e viCtory:

used dy arg when they became JehgVah wrtnesses and ood and exercise re also |m|rt)ortant fact%rs f%&’ %hovahs

e b

w]ante 0, cease fouIm themselves with tobacco. Man o wrtnesses Therrsgecra let 1s that 'prescrr reat
this multitude of witrlesses numbering Into the ten érc an: “M not live by bread ao y verP/
thousan swere at one time in slavery o tobac?o with the word that proceedet ouh of the mouth
rest oft e Wor t they broke freeo its uncean bonds, 4:4 fhg éfo not get choos nd stuBborn tthe
ablefua od that utst elr nc ean habits in‘an navor
elr

not ecaug)et g/e fofjowed/b ﬁ dfllett Vo[gsco eof eFer- spi

cIse, cause th eP{ t] art ke of the spiritual food fo get strengt
odlies, and harming their making tem Enc ean to ove omet E (ﬁceanness or exercrse theih ve their

or Jehovah's service. Had the not learned th t Jehovah'’ reparation 0 te 0S eage”
wrtnesses were commanded toybe clean In both mind an Eh 615 and the hasten nfrom oug 0 houseJ with
bo I-f/ s] t oo news. Th ey do, not sit around. In atobacco aden
ow, were so man tousands able to break the atmo phere bat get out mtot % air and occu Iyt elr
tobacco habrt” Most eoole ail to ap recrate that the mm mind " and ){ ny%tan "}? ont street corners with
éheaec that ont] gsoverns an directs th % magazines heradr orth the Kingdom messad
Its habits. But Jehovah’s. witnesses full ze t IS his, then, 1 the sure ﬁnd osrtwe cure for the togacco
g know, that the battlﬁ agﬁmst %fﬁlCCO {n habit, and anyone who wi e a clean and ab ruh) reak
won mt mmd The now Il't tte rat flf]omtesnaealt foII?w tnrs course will find t tH
dversar th eDevr asaro rmg |on see mgw om ema short time he will have lost his desire for the wee
evour attacks one’s mm n %t eX 8 ental refu e he will have more health and siren th and ener oexpend
undert rotecth and of Jehova 1 Pet. 5 In Jehovahs servro He will hve re eeme time and
n er suc overshadowin E)rotectron t ey are taught money for. wor% -while uses. He. will a Script fr
God’s Word, the Bjble. But in addition‘to a mind fed, IIehne himsgl fro that Partr ular “filthiness. o
t]ren%“tened and direc] dh God’s Word he wes hm es Then, mstea of tﬁar own the oganrzatron?
necegsarg mvrsr rce or ene t%/ toward r| regutatron for cleanness e a clean, associate o
£ousness a hat Is stt To thase who ask |m clean organhzatroré that toda uy IS preaching the 8od
ersistently e(%vest |s |r ore readr than earthé Bfws of JehOvan God’s righteo ess
arents give good gifts to Deloved children. hus fortified  blessings.

m

va s new world “of en

ZECHARIAH URGES GOD’S SERVICE DESPITE BAN

id Jehovah God effect release of the fficial ersec lon o th tem le burlders and tried to
WJewrs cptrves Pn Babylon that th m? ht return ﬁold’ |rworjk dﬁa#so Km grus Then the

to their homel an ? Why, atert |ta city joine m s ndmg a etter (0] 5 ces or, King Artd-
Jerusalem had am esolate for sevent earfs eh h% ac used the te ilders 0 sedr‘rous aims
ret med to Judah an Mou |on g ort t the Co |t|ca stae g rtaxerxes believed. the
of their po trca inde endence 50 cae No; b usatron on tote aw Medes and Persians,
restorati n of God’s s rvrce In accord with Theocratrc aw e countermande g Pe decr cfe of C%rus and had t he
To this endte ecree In the openrﬂg ear 0 Xf temple wor stopP tcease unto esecon yearo
power over Ba %on read: “Thus sarth"Cyrus kmﬂ] ersra the reign of Darlus kmg of Persia.”"—Ezra 4:1-24
[l the kingdoms of he earth hat J ovan That mea Cmat for srxteen ears the w%rk of reburldm]g
neaven, gIvén me; an e] ath ca nﬁto burd |ma the tem a n|Le The “the gro ets, Hage%ar
ouse In Jerusalem Whic oso%vert ere |s Prop et and Zecharjah_the son of 1dd rophesh unto
mong you of all hrs peopl |s Go be with he Jews that were m Judah and erusa m in the name
Im ¢0°Up to Jerusalem, w |fo IS In Judah, an te of the God of Israe & pro hets
nousg of fehovah eGodo Israel (he |s God whrch IS gar wasteeaer an etoo the Iead In strr
In Jerusalem.”—Ezra 1:1-3, Am. Stan ws to actrvrtYhm God’s service orf re urIdmg the ouse

Accordmgf\ym 53YBC nearl 50000 devoted worshipers h. Less than four weeks after his ort) nin Iast
dfe chﬁg?e/ h]omrgfrtoo the errIous ourney to return to elr tetem ewor Wwas, resumed, in tge teeth. of the Imperia

and. Zerubbapel as made o ern ro this I Two mo s after Ha dar led off wit hrf] Vi or us

restored remnant g romment assocra wr,t him I ex ortatrost Hnger contem traneo storog t

the, work of rebu Ing the te ewa Iprr%st ra nj(?l in with hus voice: “In the ejghth month,
oshya,.or Jeshua. In the second year o t err r Ju n the seco Xear of Darrus came the word“of the Lore unto
un atro of fthe neY\éltjempIe for ‘the warship and service ﬁ te son o Berechiah, the son of lddo the

ova been Ezra2:1, 2 64-70: 3:1-4. 8-11. ro:p
rom Jdea ove |ta ears that Zechariah was the_grand-

Att | trmeo osition to rebuilding the temple broke out
among the GenWe nations in Pa(ljestQine The? carried on son of lddo and thes of Berechiah. That Zecharidh was
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V\ﬁ]res as well aéﬁpro het is shown, at Nehemiah 12:12,16.  records, the curs t co es op] those wp)o rop God an(p
e started his prophefic service, in 560 B.C. he'was those who swear ase e sees Ba eonnrsh wrcke
yet. a oung _man, an contrnued In it at least two years, ness removed from a ong God s restored r nant; finall
Until 518 BIC.—Zech, 2 four horse- rawn chariot pear in symbol of God’s war
Zechariah, addresslng both Joshua and Zerubbabel a? organization, and God’s tem eburlder 1S |rdent|f|ed as “The
refrgunn Christ Jesus the High Priest ang Headstone o nch”, whio will be a priest upon his throne
wrote: “Hear now, 0 Joshua the high priest,  The Iast two chapters of }hrs first se?éron Ive answer that
ou an t yfeIIows that sit before thee: for the e mep easts of (YV fgd g anr]'t1 sel }/ 5 Vg ewakl to time
ond e{;e atrr&men of wonder, or sign 0; behoﬁ tel will - of dothen % ness, that restofed Zion was to pfosper an

ring (ferv nt the Branch s‘one from all nations would take hold of * the kirt of

that | have laid hefore J?s ua; upon one stone shall b that Is.a Jew” to accomﬁany Im to Jerusalem because

Seven eyes: p -1 will "engrave the graving thereof Je ovah's plessings upon his people.

Salth the Lora OF NOSES. The seconp art of Zechariah’s Hprophecy chapters 9-14,
This s, tﬂe word of the Lora uBto Zerubbabel, sanurw has the usér rophetrp tone and ¢ ara?ter in contrast with

Not by mrgt nor y ower but spirit, sar{) e receding, vis E || led part so similar tot e mp ﬂp ecles

L ord efore aniel and Ezekie M ny Bible crrtrps ca that this

ts thou, o %eat m untarn
% bbabelt U shat]becotm a]pkrn and he shall bring atter rtion, cause of the change of style and other
orth the headstone thereof wit trnﬁts crgrn Grace; sup os |ntern evrdence was writfen % He other than
%race unTto It.” “The hands of Zerubbabel Have lid the foun-  Z ec arian, one vrn much earlrertan e arra 'S time.
atlon of this house; his hands shall also finish it; and thoy (1 0s¢ Who ap re late not on rht e matter of mfnrature
shalt know that the Lgrg of hosts hath sent me Unto you. fl Iment but IS0, the more | tportant matter of ma or
—/zech. 3:8, 9 4: 6 fulfill ant their devigus ar uments are not very impressive.
And when the Jews Iun ed anew |nto the r?]buddrn ede Inltecanel ect matfer easrly accounts for

tecan n 2ppreach an style. Similar forms of expres-
el l|<e d)r% etic_ messages tie t@getﬁer othﬁ%rts

work as a result of ro etr ur |n ?t Was t
e oll
ewrrter of t e]secon art shows know

of such defrance of he decree o political state? The sion an
enemres agpeﬁe to King Darius to puﬂrsh thefe see mg Mostc?nwncrn?

violators 0f the law, but courageously the temple builder geo the l)so the plr ets foll Hg Jerusalem’s
contended that their God- \%wen wor was npt against the tructron Ut ? usions thereto refers to the
P]terests of tﬁe state byt Iperet according to uture antit [yprc ful |Ilrﬂ nt of such pro ecres Hence the
teorrgrna ecrefo Krng Cy us. T ereu§ n King Darius sec? R ave E wyitten by one muc
turned~to basrc aw an d search made In testate earlier F]C arra but like the first, must Ye been
archives. T Ee ecree of K c rus Was un ove mus wrrtten at rt eJewrshe Zec arrah was doubtless the
stand ag n?orce acco g to the rue o te one Jehovah used to recor eentrre fourteenc apters of
es an Pers|ans w |c chan es not. Tewor f the book that bears this rop et’s name.

burdrn t £ tempNe Was |n|s ed, ‘(ie the enemres o ke This latter ortr n_dec aﬁes vengeance agarnst heathen
chagg orse still, they were op]dered n] nations, fﬂrete s C rrsts r a |nlg nto Jerusaem n

rnls etm fe n the twe ont an ass the extensron of Krng ule %ar -wide
w IC emon ar an |n ‘the sixth gear of ﬁ ath errnPQ His Reope the bétrayal oé rist for thrrtP/
arrus 516 BC) the rebuilt temple was dedjcated with  Pieces o ?r ver, the out rpourrng[ of Go ssprrrt upon. his
ter their repentance, the shame off ro ets

alreat \} ny t e remnant, and Jehovahs word and name remnant a [ p se]g
ere viridicated. and he futilit of hdr rrdentrt [

A closer Jook at the rophetic book that Zecharrah wrote twoeemens% the feogean sl atro ofat |rderime
under inspiration shows that ht IS rqenera ly_diviced Into (& remnant cation, The ast apter foret? f]e
two parts. ¢ apt?rs 1-§ and chapters 9-14."The frrs art ernatron ass u U on Jerysalem |n ¢, da
con?]sts maly of & seres of Vins wfich 93”3,“",% e N o\/aeS M jimoun & Krngs ei?o over {ﬁr;uggrfﬂr speg
en swrtehg drscourse P t0,q ue]trons raised Co cern- werewrth E hf |te the” opposers, and f % r
Ing certain feasts, Sumr arrzregrt t rophet het % orse- h'l m 0year year by 'the people an throug

mén of th? org mspectrnodn aﬁarrs arth and hears oly temple drganization

romise 0 t] e’s completion an Jerusaems %s- Man of echarrahs rophecres have been fulfilled, and
erity; he seest our horns that scattered Isragl t one- hundred -percent fulfillment of them in major complete-
e e S el e i kG s b
In Jerusalem whrch foretetJ h}e rowt and pros errt of %cykrn t ehGree ScrrpturesZt HS urther estah 2 hng

ook’s authenticity, compare Zechariah 8:16 with EpheSians
Jerusalem and the pining othe natrons unt d
he hears Satan repd e%t sees rrest Jo(huasfr thy ‘11225134 1%9Chzar'ﬁh 9h91¥VI{B M%t]thJeV\a 21151375 aznthohﬂ
echaria with John echaria
éanrqmentsr A Itest rrﬁusc(a y(trw(r)aro 32t AV 13 7 with Matthew 26: 31 and Mark 14: 27, Showing fulfill-
next reetg az nd he earg ment of such prophecies in miniature.
e crres Grace, g

race IShVeVIraTdrhg ringing forth  Zechariah was faithful to God, and in pursuing that
of the tempIe headstone; he envisioris a fIyrng roll that faithfulness he urged the doing of God’s work even in the
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face of imperial ban. Because he remembered Jehovah and
His service and held fast to integrity toward God, that
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pr t;%het will be “remembered of Jah”, which is the meaning
of the name Zecharian.

LETTER

ON CONVERTING CALENDAR DATES
FOR THE “TIME OF THE END”

December 21, 1949
Dear Brother

We have your letter of recent date requesting further
information ‘as o the conversion of Julian’ Calendar dates
fo their Gregorian equivalents as presented in the Novem-
er 1 1949 ‘Watchtower. Since recervrng n%/our etter é ese
dates have been rechecked by our mathématicians and are

all found to be correct, as published.

Whrle |t IS true there is ﬁ difference of a day in about

Fra/ ears between the Julian and the "Gregarian

dars owever when arranging for conversron from
one teot er a erson must overne Iyt e rul es

‘ own I)étose o designed teecaenaas Forte
o lowing rul
Enlcycdopedra Britanni

e W refer yoU 1o, to_the tion o te
ar as authonzedcby JU\IUS ca% rBC 4h grovrdaes

Calen

for a common year of 365 days and a leap year of
ever obr er wrth t e xtra dax E n/g added to the
month ruary, re orian Calend ras advocated
D PoPe Gre ory XIII in 132 now acce

estern Chrstendom and adopted b ssra | 1918
Berates accordrno to_the following ru “Every year t e
numper of which ceptrng

Ivisible b 4|sa lea ear
th e last g/ear of eacﬂ Y b Y

centur . Which 15 a Jeap year on
when thé number o t e ce¥ttury |s drvrsr Féj g u)t
4000, and 1ts, muyltip he 8000, 000 etc are

common ears.” Like. the Julian the Gregonan Calendar
has a common aro% da%/s and for itS leap years the
extra day Is a dtot e month of February.

Thus sn}t]ce the Joh n Calendar continually has IeaR
%ears at t\e turn of the century whereas the Gre%na
endar has onl acommon %ear atthat trme except Where
the century num er |s divisibl Iy4 teJu lan Calendar
|s conse u ntly a [ittle longer, agp oximately one da¥ onger
er years. ence te Ifference between the fwo
dars IS notrcea denera] 3/ at the centurg )(ears Bein
there ore a little shorter th Gre orian Calend ar gea
ap}broxrmates more exactly the true %I earo
urs 48 minutes 46 seconds. This t aKes It ossr e
for the Spring FVernaI Equinox to generally faII on the
same day name March 21, as originally designed by the
makers o the Gregorian Calendar regardless of whether
using the calendar in the A.D. period or projecting it back
into the B.C. period.

Note how this is true in the following examples. On page
329 of the above-referred-to watchtower the Nautical
Almanak Society of Britain is accurately d7uoted as saying:
“The Spring Equinox in the year 6 C. was on
March 28th “(Julian CaIendarg ""As Gregorian dates are
behind Julian dates for the identical events prior to the

thrrd centur a/ actuall¥ / days behind for th 7th
century E Subtract |n he 7 days from Marc
resto s the Sprrn Eq ur 0X 10 Marc 3 ash
shoul be accord |n o t e Gregorian Calen ar which a
aunr orm date fo e]equmo es. Then tak the exam
o te ear B.C. 45 when the Juhap] Calendar hegan

lian dlate fortheS rrPquurpoxt at year was March 23
T e conversion factor Tor the first century B.C. 1S a —2,
t us agarn restorrng the Sprin ge qurnox to March 21

Gregorian aendar Th n note that at the time
of the Nicean Cobncr AD. 325t eSRrrng Equinox oc%urred
on March 20 Julian. The conversjo fa or. for he ourth
cen urg/AD IS a positive 1, Again this brings t g)rmg

Equinox to March 21 GregorjanA.D. 325. Asa Inal ex mpl
note tha In PopeGre?or s time l(1582% t e%%rrncq INOX
occurre on March I1 Julan recko m% on ersron
actor for the 16th century A.D. Is 10, thus again restorrnﬁ
the Spring Equinox date 1o March 21 Gred lan. You wi
know that to commence their new Gregorian Calendar in
582 tqe Roman Caﬁh écs rraﬂ ed to drop 10 gays, from

errodJét lan Calendar ¥ vrng QOct erl 5 0of that
ear imme |ate follow their date 0f Octo er hough

oman Catholic_countries and later the Protestant
counlt(rres opted this Pew calendar ater 1582 get t e
re to 0X Cat] ¢s contipue to use the' rigina
Julian Calendar without any aajustments.

The a1pparent r(eason for the regorian dates runnrng
ahead 0 %ran ates in the A.D. Deriod since the 3r
century is that the extra day’s differeénce aIwasoccursas
the Jast day of Februalrg which addition occu gorete

pring EQuinox reckoning in the osrtrve Irectio
Wher srn rotectrngte reqoria dar bac

eyond the Zero conv rsron actor, teextra ?P{

goruary always comes after e Spring Equinox w en
reckoning in t e negative direction.

For the conversion factors referred to in the ab %glease
consult the]works of the oIIowrnd astronomical aut rrtreé

whi¢ sodrces we have obtained our information an
confirmation of the dates in question.

Robert Schram in his book entitled Kalendariograph-
|sch1e90§nd Chronologische Tafeln, publrshed In Leipsig
in

Karl SChOCh In hIS book Planeten Tafeln Fur Jederm ann,
published in Berlin in 1927, These latter tables also appear
In English in the book entitled The venus Tablets of
Ammizaduga, by S, anﬁdon and J. K. Fotheringham, pub-
lished in London. Dr. Schoch’s tables appear in the appendix
of this English ﬁublrcatron

Rejoicing with you in being Jehovah’s ministers, we
remain,

Faithfully yours in Jehovah’s service,

W atchtower Bible and Tract Society, Inc.



FIELD EXPERIENCE

OVERCOMING CLERICAL OPPOSITION IN ITALY
The publi meetrn? campaign Is havrng Plendrd results
in Italy, an the olfowin ex erience well Tlustrates how
the p eBeare gad to heaf t ng om me%sag Bac Ing
out a |cg1 hering with an audignce of abouit 40 stran-
gers t0 1 publisher.
It was e |ded to hold the crrcur%assemb in the city of
, Which has a roopu lation of anout 14 Ornhabrt nts,
a c|t “buried In tfe "picturesque mountarns of southerp
Italy. Torach the place we haﬂto take a train on asec? na:
ahg line w Ich ooked more the “Toanerville trol
% n a railroad train. Afterwrn n&a hout In the mountains
three hours we reached our destination. It was only by
ilehova S marvelous Rower that the truth came to this jso-
e spot in Italy. A Ita |an prisoper of war, interned in
alro nia, U.S.A., received tet ruth while there and sym-
bo |zed his, consecrafion to the Lord before returning to
Ita g HIs |mmers|on In a bathtub at the home of brethren
in Caljfornia has already been mentioned by The watch-
tower In one of [ts “Field Experiences” several years a%o
Thrs brothers faithful actrvrt |n the servrce has Jehova
blessings, and now a youthful, Zorganrzatron IS
ﬁrrng r%up In this town In Italtu Itwa felt"that hoIdrng
the aése bly there would strengthen the new company. An
There are a little more than 150 pu ?Irshers associated with
thrs circult, but, because of recent Ioo S In the area and
ot er Ve sy unfavorabe conditions, on g/ (? brethren were
ab eto asem le and partrcrpate |nt advertising of te
gu lic discourse, The On Iy " We hﬁd4000h ndbills
nd more hanl wall signs nnA The hand |swere
Rractrcallyaldrstrrbutedo Saturgay, while the wall signs
been pasted on the bur ings of emarn street several
sm advance. Everybody In town knew that we were
|n to aveaBublrcIctur

and we were quite sure thatJ a
large a |ence would be on hand.” The word \as
bavass around tnat local priests would be present also, but
ith th e Intention, of cau mg a controversy on the subject,
Frrst let |tm that th cerg maeattemPts ho put
ssure on the local authorities so that our r ag od a
uplic %Fture mrght e denied; out to no avajl. The | oca

o Ice officials were determrned to stand fast for freedom,
and It takes mo[e than a ljttle, cou] ?to refuse to t Iie or-
ersfromtere igious Ta ersin t |s ergy-dominated land.
When this failed, the clergy laid Ranst break up our as-
sembly and turn the tables on Jehovah’s witnesses. Would
their plans succeed?

Earh{ Sunday morning a brief visit was made at the office
of the local carabinieri Dy our brethren. Men in uniform
would be on hand, we were assured, and would. be ready to
keep order and protect our right of free worship. The only
movie house in the city had been rented for the occasion. It
was a theater that would seat about 700 persons, and we
felt that it would be a blessrn% if we could at least fill it
The lecture was due to begin at 10: 30 in the morning, and
at 10:15 the theater was already gacked out. But st the
crowd continued to pour into the urIdrng until all stand-
mg room was taken up. Then the enthused people thronged
info the lobby of the theater; others remained at the en-
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trance under the large loudspeak
side the bu?ldrn for%he bene) ?t o?

r that was hun? (u
ten to tge Iectu?e In th street A

oyt-
p[O IS

‘hose who wan
In all we ca&uae a
tota au |ence of more anl 0 an te stae gtto
the very end of the talk. Jehovah's ess far ex-
cee ed Ven what we had dared to hope for As the char rman

eak er came out ont estage th g audience e%an
toca terr hands, and this alone Should have conYmnot

the r |g|on|sts that mterference on their part would
eto erated byrt ese honest, sim Per?ons at com nse
the audience. The Speaker too made It clear that the peo
had come 0 heart etruth and enc mvrted wouId ? |o
pos rs to leave t et eater. O peo e whq were not afrald
Aet]ruths oufd stay. But do eft trr]rs tseast l
t the close of the hour’s discourse which Seriptur
ex osed false a osnes Ho haé Ireh and macP F X
where the source of the true an onyI ht could be f

ana recratrveaudrencea laude ou andwrt eF
The%go d news of th)e onlg/ ﬂad been enjf % b){ %
all.In"the aydience utnt ecause one of the half-ozen
g!)ests mteaudrence su en g 8 an In a
bro I
gere as therr f

ate Semrnarg/ students t ath
ﬂrgnr ar;mda scattered in the th eater et 2 thel
|
In 0pposition 1o, yoffende/d IS rel“)-

riestly director of the | caj
e 9,
|ous s sceptibilitie

e truth that
Thec alrman exrt)farned that Jehovahswrtnesses ha ard
ﬁpenses conpected. with thrs oub Ic lecture and ha
their own advertising, Certain t en, It was out o
n that he permit Those to spéak wio had opposed the
PUb Ic ecture rom the be %rnnrn and who, not succeeding
n having 1t banned, pretended that they wanted a debate.
As |f the religious priests had no places to otherr reach-
Iﬂ t th yc ome uninvited to mterfere gw)th C rrstran
em 1es? Woudte ermit questions or gebates |nt err
own Ire 10us tem es he charrman thensowedt atte
Endpnot

questro

g comet hear a Bible lecture on “The Onl gpl elghad

lous justification. This lecture the
eard anc? \%ere S trshe Here Was noth nt%re to say
and thelrefore fahthful 0 the|r romise to t e people o

good will, Jehovah's witnesses were closing the mesting an

ismissing the audience. How the people cheered the breth-
ren for the truth’s sake and booed and hissed the priest as
he persisted in talking! What a miserable defeat for this
proud relrrt;ronrst before the very people that he claims, to
serve spiritually! It was nothrn% more than a flat rejection
of his services and shows wel| that honest people in Italy
are not asleep as to what religion has done in this land. Ng,
the honest people can no lorger be fooled and religion is
reaping just what she has sown. It is not difficult to see how
the_propheey in Revelation 17:16-18 will be fulfilled.

The priests and their hirelings left in a hurry and
the honest People made their way out orderly, accepting a
free hooklet that was offered them at the exjts. Almost 50
bound books and 600 booklets were placed with the people,
many of whom, askrn% to be visited, left their names with
the Ushers. A great witness was given to the name of Jeho-
vah, and the new local company”organized by our ex-pris-
oner of war received a real stimulus.



