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"And all thy children shall he taught of Jehovah; and 
~rea.t shall be the peace of thy children.'' • Isaiah 5 4:I3. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and ls the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver o:t 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things; 
and that a cherub son of God rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the Issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to the unfaith­
ful cherub, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to llfe ; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Ofllcer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members ot Jehovah's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it 
Is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare bl:s purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD of Satan began its "time of the end" 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
ne:s:t great act is to destroy Satan's organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth ; nnd that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the 
divine mandate to "fill the earth" with righteous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth. 

"YET MORE PRAISE" TESTIMONY PERIOD 
One bound book and one booklet, published by the Watch Tower 

Bible and Tract Society, on a contribution of 35c I Can you offer 
that to another person in order to help him to understand the 
Bible better and thereby learn to praise the Most High God more 
than he has ever known before 1 If you can do so, then you should 
feel capable of joining in with Jehovah's witnesses in the final 
special Testimony Period of the calendar year of 1949. This is 
entitled "Yet More Praise" Testimony Penod and occupies the 
entire month of December, and the special offer the praisers of 
Jehovah God will make to all seekers of truth and righteousness 
will be the above combination of book and booklet. We have the 
organization to help all our Watchtower readers to take part in 
this grand, $piritua!Iy uplifting Testimony Period. So write us, 
if you need to, and we shall gladly assist in every way toward your 
getting started in thus publicly praising the living and true God 
yet more and more. Your report of work is of interest, so be 
pleased to turn it in at the close of December on our report form. 

"WATCHTOWER" STGDIES 
Week of December 4: "The World's 'Time of the End','' 
1T 1-15 inclusive, also "Close of the 'Times of the Gentiles'," 
~ 1-5 inclusive, The Watchtower November 1, 1949. 

Week of December ll: "Close of the 'Times of the Gentiles','' 
1T 6-22 inclusive, The Watchtower November 1, 1949. 

Week of December 18: "Close of the 'Times of the Gentiles'," 
~ 23-30 inclusive, also "Shortening the Days of Tribulation'', 

1T 1-10 inclusive, The Watchtower November 1, 1949. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal Ill published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know ;Tehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible Lnstructlon specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-wilL 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplles other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction m the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It ls entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It is not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents In the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 
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"T H E W AT C H T 0 W E R" 
The Watchtower is a magazine without equal in the earth, and 

lii conceded this rank by all that have been faithful readers thereof 
during its more than seventy years of publication. The Watchtower 
has increased in importance with the progress of the years, and 
never has it been more valuable than today, at this world crisis, 
when the destiny of each intelligent human creature is being de­
cided. The getting of correct information and instruction, Just 
such as required for the times, to decide your gourse wisely to 
a happy destiny, was never more vital than now, for "where there 
is no vision, the people perish". Informed persons well acquainted 
with the consistent contents of The Watchtower agree that those 
who want to gain life in peace and happiness without end should 
read and study it together with the Bible and in company with 
other readers. This is not giving any credit to the magazine's 
publishers, but is due to the great Author of the Bible wi.th its 
truths and prophecies, and who now interprets its prophecies. He 
it is that makes possible the material that is published in the 
columns of this magazine and who gives promise that it shall 
continue to publish the advancing truths as long as it continues 
to erist for the service of the mterests of his Theocratic Govern­
ment. Carefully and prayerfully read this issue of The Watch­
tower. Then do not delay to mail in your subscription, that 
you may receive it regularly, twice a month, twenty-four copies 
the year. Subscription rates are shown above. 
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THE WORLD'S "TIME OF THE END" 

"Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy presence, and of the end of the 
worldf"-Matt. 24: s, Am.Stan. Ver., margin. 

JEHOVAH centuries ago marked A.D. 1914 as his 
appointed year for bringing his kingdom to birth. 
His purpose is to rid this earth of a corrupt, 

oppressive old world and to usher in a righteous new 
world in which obedient mankind will have the oppor­
tunity to live forever. The :first thing required for 
bringing in a new world is to establish a new and 
righteous government for it. The difference this gov­
ernment means for the people of good-will is nicely 
stated by the proverb: ''When the righteous are in 
power, the people rejoice; but when the wicked bear 
rule, the people groan.'' (Prov. 29: 2, An Amer. 
Trans.) If Jehovah God had left it to men to organ­
ize and establish the government guaranteeing the 
longed-for new world, the date 1914 would never have 
marked the. birth of the righteous government. 

2 Look back at 1914. Review what happened there 
among men. A global war for world domination, 
from the evil effects of which mankind has never 
recovered! At the end of that war the League of 
Nations was proposed, and in January of 1919 the 
Federal Council of Churches of America issued a 
proclamation which began: "The time has come to 
organize the world for truth, right, justice and 
humanity. To this end as Christians we urge the 
establishment of a League of Free Nations at the 
coming Peace Conference. Such a league is not 
merely a peace expedient; it is rather the political 
expression of the kingdom of God on earth. The 
League of Nations is rooted in the gospel. Like the 
gospel, its objective is 'Peace on earth, good will 
toward men'. Like the gospel, its appeal is universal. 
The heroic dead will have died in vain unless out of 
victory shall come a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.-2 Peter 3: 13." 

3 The creating of new heavens and a new earth as 
foretold by the apostle Peter means the creating of 
a new world of righteousness. But the League of 
Nations, which began existing January 10, 1920, 
failed to bring peace on earth and good-will to men. 
1. What required thing did God provide for the new world? When? 
2. What League followed World War I? How was It recommended? 
3. What did the outcome of the League show? 

It failed to bring a righteous world of new heavens 
and a new earth. All the talk of recent .American 
presidents and other politicians about bringing in a 
better and finer world created by men's hands has 
proved to be blasphemous boasting and deceptive 
propaganda. Toward realizing such a man-made 
new world their millions of heroic dead who died in 
World War I did die in vain l Instead of dying for 
a new, they died for an old world whose end is now 
certain and near. Their very participation in global 
war from 1914 onward was a plain sign and incon­
trovertible proof of this. Therefore that year 1914 
did not mark the establishment of a righteous gov­
ernment by man. The people of all nations continue 
to mourn and groan, proving that the same old 
wicked crowd are in authority and are bearing rule 
among men. 

11 But men of good-will do not need to despair 
because of man's failure. At Jehovah's own fore­
ordained date He fulfilled his promise and set up 
the Government needed for the new world to be 
created by the hands of Almighty God. Prophecy 
foretold that when that glorious event occurred a 
great announcement would be made in the heavens, 
to be picked up here on earth. Concerning this 
announcement we read: "And the seventh angel 
sounded; and there followed great voices in heaven, 
and they said, The kingdom of the world is become 
the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he 
shall reign for ever and ever." (Rev. 11: 15, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Since this kingdom of the Lord Jehovah 
God ·is proclaimed to be "the kingdom of the world" 
and since he is to reign for ever and ever, the setting 
up of the kingdom in the hands of his Christ means 
that the promised new world is near and will last for 
all time. It means, too, that the aceomplished end of 
this old world is near. Yes, and its end will be a great 
blessing for all men of good-will. Hence the dis­
cussing of this world's end fills us with no dread. 
The invention of the atomic bomb does not make us 
fear global destruction. 
4. What does the kingdom ot the world's becoming God's mean? 
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5 The Bible is the only book on earth that tells us 
of the end of this wicked system of things at a definite 
time. It is therefore the only book presenting us a 
grand message of hope of lasting relief from wicked­
ness, oppression, death and the Devil's organization. 
And to think that we are living at this marvelous 
time of change-over! We know this for sure, because 
Jesus Christ, the greatest of Jehovah's prophets, 
foretold our time. He described it. He did so in reply 
to a question four of his apostles privately put to 
him. Here is what induced their question. He had 
just declared to the Jews at the temple in Jerusalem 
tha.t their house was left desolate to them. As he was 
going out of the temple his disciples took occasion 
to show him the wonderful buildings that had been 
built in the temple area. Jesus quite shocked them 
when he said: "See ye not all these things 7 verily 
I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone 
upon another, that shall not be thrown down." Later, 
as he sat by himself on the mount of Olives which 
overlooked Jerusalem and its temple, Peter, Andrew, 
James and John came and asked: "Tell us, when shall 
these things be 1 and what shall be the sign of thy 
presence, and of the end of the world 7"-Matt. 
23: 37 to 24 : 3, Am. Stan. Ver., margin. 

6 The apostles connected together the temple's 
destruction (which also meant Jerusalem's destruc­
tion) with Jesus' second presence and the world's 
end. Of course, from all he had taught them and also 
from what he said in this particular reply, they 
understood that his second presence would be a 
presence in his ldngdom with him seated in the throne 
and wielding the scepter of power. P1att. 16: 27, 28; 
25: 31) So they were in effect asking him to tell what 
the sign would be of his kingdom's. establishment, 
which meant this world's end. They did not have in 
mind or ask about any end of the earthly ball upon 
which we live. They were taught and were sensible 
enough to know that the setting up of God's kingdom 
by his :Messiah Jesus did not mean the destruction 
of this earth but meant its transformation into a 
paradise for obedient man's home forever. When 
in·aying the prayer that Jesus taught them, they did 
not say, 'Our Father who are in heaven, your name be 
revered! Your kingdom come ! This earth be de­
stroyed together with the sun, moon and all the stars 
in heaven.' No; but they prayed for God's kingdom 
by Christ to enforce perfect righteousness in the 
earth forever, saying: "Our Father in heaven, your 
name be revered ! Your kingdom come I Your will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven!" (Matt. 6: 9, 
10, An Amer. Trans.; Basic English) If not our 
earth, what were they expecting to end T 

1 When politicians hoodwink the people by solemn-
5. What book tells of the end? How do we know lt Is so near? 
6. Dld the apostles ask about the end of our earth? \Vhy? 
7, What do r~llglon!sts Interpret the Bible to mean on the end? 

ly talking of creating a better world of tomorrow by 
men's hands, nobody, not even Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, take such politicians to mean the de­
struction of our globe and the creating of a new one 
on which to live. But when it comes to Christ and 11is 
apostles' talking about the end of the world, those 
same religionists interpret their words to mean fiery 
destruction to our globe and the passing away of all 
our material creation into invisible nothingness. As 
a result the Catholic and Protestant population give 
way to all kinds of unscriptural fears in their reli­
gious miseducation. For example, The Associated 
Press under date of January 26, 1948, from Manila, 
Philippine Islands, reported on a series of earth­
quake shocks that shook Iloilo and told how a Roman 
Catholic woman "hysterically screams as she leads 
her child: 'More are coming! Oh, Mother of God, 
could this be the endt'" (New York Times, Janu­
ary 26, 1948, page 1) In the year when World 
War II ended, the United Press, under date of 
September 18 (Tuesday), from Pasadena, California, 
reported that thirty men, women and children there 
were preparing themselves for the end of our earth, 
which they expected to explode three days from 
then, ''like an atomic bomb," the religious missionary 
in charge of them saying, "The end will be on Friday 
-and in a manner similar to the explosion of an 
atomic bomb." (Camden, N.J., Evening Courier, 
September 18, 1945) Their fearful religious expecta­
tions proved untrue, because the Holy Scriptures 
scientifically say, at Ecclesiastes ! : 4: "The earth 
abideth for ever." 

8 From its very iirst issue in July, 1879, The 
Watchtower has taught the Bible truth on the destiny 
of our literal earth. In its opening issue, under the 
heading "Three Worlds", The Watchtower said: 
"These three exist in the order of succession as above, 
no two at the same time, and the same planet, Earth, 
is the basis of all three .... The heavenly state of 
the saints, as the 'Bride, the Lamb's wife,' and the 
earthly state of the nations, as the 'blessed of the 
Lord,' are facts of the world to come and in harmon\' 
with each other. If the saints are to rule the nation.s 
as promised, the nations must be there to be ruled. 
There are high and low, heavens and earth, in the 
future as well as in the past." Through all the years 
since then, the Catholic and Protestant clergy have 
scoffed at Jehovah's witnesses because these did not 
teach fiery destruction to our planet earth, but taught 
its abiding forever in paradise perfection under 
God's heavenly kingdom. 

THE CONSUMMATION OF THIS SYSTEM OF THINGS 

P In the Greek in which the apostles' question to 
Jesus was recorded they did not speak of any end of 
8 From Its first Issue what has The Watchtower taught as to earth• 
9. What does modern translation show as to the apostles' question• 
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our planet earth. Modern translation of the Greek 
text of the Scriptures makes this fact very plain. 
The Catholic Westminster Version of 1938 reads: 
"Tell us when these things shall be, and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming [parousia, margin], and 
of the consummation of the world t" An .American 
Translation of 1939 reads: "Tell us when this is to 
happen, and what will be the sign of your coming, 
and of the close of the age." Young's translation of 
1863 reads: "Tell us, when shall these be T and what 
is the sign of thy presence, and of the full end of the 
age?"-See the Revised Standard Version of 1946. 

10 In the Greek text the word used by the apostles, 
at Matthew 24: 3, and translated as "full end, con­
summation, or close", is synteleia. This is a compound 
word, made up of the preposition syn meaning with, 
along with, in company with, together with and the 
noun telos meaning end. The compound word may 
therefore denote more than the mere end of one 
thing. The preposition syn denotes that a number of 
things, operations or conditions have been going on 
together or in company with one another. So their 
ending together would be a combined end or combi­
nation end, a coming to a common end. Several edi­
tions of Liddell and Scott's Lexicon give as defini­
tions of the word "the combination of parts to one 
end; combination of efforts; the consummation (of 
a scheme)". If we use the expression "combination 
end" or "ending together'', it will bring out the cor­
rect thought. The apostles asked Jesus, ''"When shall 
THESE THrnGs be?" and this suggests things ending 
together or in combination. The apostles picked up 
the expression "end of the world" from Jesus, at 
Matthew 13: 39, 40, 49, and so they knew from how 
he described it that a number of things would end 
together at that combination end or synteleia. In 
fact, this expression is used only six times in the 
apostolic writings, five times by the apostle :Mat­
thew and once by the apostle Paul. 

11 But how about the world regarding whose combi­
nation end or consummation the apostles asked? The 
word they used is ai6n, and the modern Roman Cath­
olic translators follow the Douay Version in trans­
lating it "world". But the practice of most non­
Catholic modern translators is to render it "age", 
meaning a period of time in man's history, whether 
having or not having datable bounds. "Age" may be 
suitable translation of ai6n in certain connections, 
yet it could not be the meaning at all times or in 
certain other connections. Ephesians 2 : 2 is a case 
of the latter kind. There Paul says to the Christians: 
"In time past ye walked according to the course [or 
ai6n] of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
10. In Greek what word did they use? What does It mean here? 
11. \Vhat word did they use for "world"? How Is Its meaning shown? 

children of disobedience." There the word "world" 
translates the Greek word kosmos, whereas "course" 
translates the word ai6n. Thus the emphasis is upon 
the course pursued during a particular period of 
time, rather than upon the time-period itself. Paul 
again used ai6n, at Galatians 1: 3, 4, to say: "Our 
Lord Jesus Christ ... gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present evil 
world [ai6n]." Since Christians from Paul's day till 
now have continued to live in the same general period 
of time in which evil or wickedness controls mankind, 
ai6n here cannot mean a time period. It must be the 
system of things which is evil and'from which Jesus 
Christ has delivered his consecrated followers. 

11 The meaning "system of things" is also contained 
in the word ai6n when Paul uses it at Hebrews 1: 1, 2, 
where he says: "God . . . hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds 
[ai6nes]." This cannot reasonably mean he made 
periods of time, but must be speaking of systems of 
things which the Most High God used his Son Jes us 
Christ to create. These systems could, of course, exist 
for a limited period of time or forever, depending 
upon the divine will. This meaning of ai6n also fits 
at Hebrews 9: 25, 26, where Paul speaks of Jesus' 
sacrifice for sins and says: "Nor yet that he should 
off er himself often, as the [Jewish] high priest 
entereth into the holy place every year with blood 
of others; for then must h~ often have su:ff ered since 
the foundation of the world [kosmos]: but now once 
in the end [synteleia] of the world [ai6nes; systems 
of things] hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself." 

13 When Jesus o:ff ered himself as a human sacrifice 
to God, it did bring a combination end to the systems 
of things that had operated toward the Jewish nation 
till then. It put an end to the acceptableness of fur­
ther animal sacrifices in God's sight. It ended the old 
:Mosaic law covenant which God had made with 
Israel. It ended the system of prophetic types and 
shado\VS that had been enacted among the Israelites 
and their forefathers. Now a new covenant went into 
force between God and a new Israel, a spiritual 
Israel, upon which new nation the ancient types and 
shadows began fulfilling. That system of Jewish 
worship and relationship with God completely ended 
when Jerusalem was destroyed about forty years 
later. No more was there a material temple at the 
one-time holy city to which the Jews could gather 
and carry on as in old time. Truly, then, Jesus Christ 
appeared at a time when special systems of things 
that belonged to the Jews were ending together. 

14 Since the apostles tied in the destruction of 
12. How does Hebrews 1 : l, 2 show the meaning of "al6n" ? 
13 How does Hebrews 9: 25, 26 further show Its meaning? 
14. So what does "al6n" mean at Matthew 24: 3, and why? 



326 ~eWATCHTOWER BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

Jerusalem and its temple with Christ's presence and 
the combination end, the word ai6n in Jesus' proph­
ecy better has the meaning "system of things" rather 
than an age and absolutely does not mean our earthly 
globe. 

15 But if the Romans destroyed Jerusalem .A..D. 70, 
why does not the end about which the apostles asked 
apply to that complete end of the Jewish system of 
things that year and to which Paul refers at Hebrews 
9: 25, 26? The reason why not is that the "presence" 
of Christ did not begin .A..D. 70 nor did he then come 
into his kingdom power and glory. This only became 
true .A..D. 1914. Hence when Jesus combined the de­
struction of Jerusalem and her temple with the end 
and with his own presence as reigning King, he must 
15. Why did not that end of the "a16n" apply A.O. 70? When does IU 

have used Jerusalem and her holy place as pictorial 
of a similar religious organization in our day, name­
ly, Christendom. Also he must have used the end of 
the Jewish system of things as a prophetic picture, 
to picture the end of the system of things that has 
obtained down till now. This end does occur during 
the time of his royal presence now. Thus, with pro­
phetic understanding and with clear vision of the 
future, Jesus gave a twofold meaning to much of his 
prophecy. So he lifted his prophecy far beyond the 
terrible end that came on the cast-off Jewish nation 
to the end of Christendom and of all the world to 
which she belongs, in our day. With this understand­
ing of his prophecy we can appreciate more vividly 
that we are now living in the world's consummation 
or "time of the end". 

CLOSE OF THE "TIMES OF THE GENTILES" 

THAT Jesus Christ did not begin his promised 
presence or parousia at the end of the Jewish 
system .A..D. 70, Paul the apostle shows. Forty 

days after Jesus ascended to heaven to sit down 
there at God's right hand, he began waiting until the 
"times of the Gentiles" should run out. On this the 
apostle says: "But when Christ had offered for all 
time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies 
should be made a stool for his feet."-Heb, 10: 12, 13, 
Rev. Stan. Ver. 

2 Now take note why Jesus' time of waiting at God's 
right hand did not end with the end of the Jewish 
system of things .A..D. 70. It did not do so because 
the "times of the Gentiles" did not end there but con­
tinued on. This is emphasized in that in the year 70 
Jerusalem was wiped out for the second time by 
Gentiles. That her destruction meant the continuance 
of the Gentile times for a long while after A.D. 70 
Jes us explained in his O\\!l prophecy, saying: "There 
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people . .A.nd they shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden dovm of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." (Luke 
21: 23, 24) With the Gentiles' taking the complete 
dominance of the earth there, certainly Jesus' 
enemies were not made his footstool at that time. 
Plainly he made no effort at that time to make them 
such, but let them destroy Jerusalem in which Jeho­
vah God had once placed his name, at his temple. 
Since Jesus Christ could not enter into his kingdom 
and begin his royal presence, and rule in the midst 
of his enemies, until the end of the "times of the Gen­
tiles';, his presence and the world's end of which he 
l. At Hebrews 10: 12. 13 what does Paul show on Chrlst"s waiting? 
2. Why did his waiting not end ln 70 (A.D.)? How b this shown? 

prophesied did not take place .A..D. 70. His presence 
in Kingdom power began .A..D. 1914. That was Jeho­
vah's year to bring his kingdom to birth. 

a Jehovah's kingdom by his Christ is a heavenly 
government, and the installing of his Christ must 
take place in the invisible heavens. Why, then, do we 
say with such positiveness that 1914 marks the King­
dom's beginning and hence the beginning of Christ's 
second presence or parousia? Because in 1914 the 
"times of the Gentiles" ended. Still, why should this 
fix the date for the kingdom of the world to become 
the kingdom of the Lord God and of his Christ' 7 Why 
should that be the date for Jehovah God Almighty 
to take his great power and begin to reign with 
respect to our earth 1 (Rev. 11: 15-17, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Because when the "times of the Gentiles" first began, 
Jehovah God let his typical kingdom on earth be 
overturned by the worldly Gentile powers. Those 
Gentile times did not start with Jerusalem's destruc­
tion by Roman legions under General Titus A.D. 70. 
If the "times of the Gentiles" ran on after .A..D. 70 
because Jerusalem then got its second destruction, 
logically those Gentile times must have really begun 
in 607 B.C. That year Jerusalem was destroyed for 
the :first time by the Gentiles, by the Babylonian 
armies of Emperor Nebuchadnezzar. She was trod­
den down under the Gentile heel and she never after­
ward regained absolute independence from Gentile 
rule under a ruler of King David's line, even after 
she and her temple were rebuilt seventy years later, 
in 537 B.C. 

'It was when Jerusalem was first destroyed in 
607 B.C. that God's command concerning the symbols 
of active royal power, the crown and miter, was 
enforced: "And thou, 0 deadly wounded wicked one, 
3. Why do we say so posltlvely that 1914 marks the Klngdom's birth? 
4. Why must the a&NTIUS' times have begun In 607 B.C.? 



N OVEMBEB 1, 1949 ~eWATCHTOWER 327 

[Zedekiah] the prince of Israel, whose day is come, 
in the time of the iniquity of the end, thus saith the 
Lord Jehovah: Remove the mitre, and take off the 
crown; this shall be no more the same ; exalt that 
whieh is low, and abase that which is high. I will over­
turn, overturn, overturn it: this also shall be no more, 
until he ~me whose right it is; and I will give it 
him." (Ezek. 21: 25-27, Am. Stan. Ver.) The king here 
addressed was of David's royal line through, King 
Solomon, and concerning Solomon's reign we read: 
"Then Solomon sat on the throne of Jehovah as king 
instead of David his father." (1 Chron. 29: 23, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Thus the throne of Israel's kings. of 
David's line represented Jehovah's throne, and Jeho­
vah was the true and rightful King of ancient Israel. 
This accounts for Jesus' command respecting ancient 
Jerusalem: "Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for 
it is God's throne: nor by the earth; for it is his foot­
stool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the 
great King." (Matt. 5: 34, 35) In 607 B.C. the miter 
and crown symbolizing active royal power were 
removed from Israel's king and the "throne of Jeho­
vah" was overturned and removed, never to be re­
stored on earth for a Jew to sit on; and the Gentiles 
were permitted to destroy the typical "city of the 
great King" and thus dominate the whole earth. In 
view of all this the "times of the Gentiles" must have 
begun that fateful year. 

~ So the beginning of the Gentile times meant that 
Jehovah's kingdom and reign even toward that por­
tion of the earth occupied by the Jews had ended or 
been suspended. But Jehovah had decreed that his 
kingdom arrangement with a J ewi.sh ruler sitting on 
the "throne of Jehovah" should be no more until the 
Messiah comes who has a right to it, at which time 
God would give it to him. This means that Jehovah's 
kingdom by his Christ would be established just as 
soon as foe Gentile times had ended. Otherwise 
stated, the end of the Gentile times meant the time 
for setting up God's kingdom. This meant, too, the 
coming into Kingdom power of the :Messiah, whose 
God-given right it is to rule. 

6 Jesus said the "times of the Gentiles" would 
extend beyond A.D. 70, when Jerusalem was razed 
to the ground by Rome's imperial armies. So when 
must those "times" end¥ Finding that out signifies 
finding definitely the date of the setting up of God's 
kingdom and the coming into power of the Messiah 
and the beginning of his presence. Daniel's prophecy, 
chapter four, shows the length of the Gentile times, 
namely, the length of seven symbolic times. Nebu­
chadnezzar, king of Babylon, was the Gentile mon­
arch whom God used to execute judgment upon- un­
faithful Israel and to destroy Jerusalem. God sent 
5. Accordingly, what would the end of the Gentile times mean? 
6. How many are those times? During them how about the Kingdom? 

a dream to Nebuchadnezzar and used Daniel to inter­
pret it for him. By it Jehovah God revealed that the 
divine government would be without a manifest exist­
ence or would be temporarily inactive for "seven 
times". During those symbolic "times" the Gentile 
ruling powers, represented by Nebuchadnezzar, 
would conduct themselves like unreasoning brute 
beasts . .A.t the end of the "seven times" God's kingdom 
would be restored with respect to the earth, and he 
would give the ruling power to the One to whom he 
willed to give it. When on earth, this One was con­
sidered the ''lowest of men" and was put to death 
in disgrace at Calvary. That One was Christ Jesus, 
the descendant of King David. 

1 The arrangement for "seven times" was not some­
thing that the Gentile powers forced Jehovah to 
grant. It was something that he himself arranged for 
according to his own supreme will and wise purpose. 
But it definitely settles the question, that the restora­
tion of God's kingdom by Christ comes at the end of 
the Gentile times and puts an end to them. This 
restoration of the Kingdom is what the apostle Peter 
meant as he said to the Jews some weeks after Jesus 
ascended to the presence of the Lord God: <<When the 
times of refreshment shall come from the presence 
of the Lord, he may send him who has been preached 
to you, Jesus Christ. For heaven indeed must receive 
him until the times of the restoration of all things, 
of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy 
prophets who have been ~rom of old." (Acts 3: 20, 21; 
Oath. Oonfrat.) Peter's words here prove that the 
Kingdom was not restored when Jesus ascended to 
heaven and sat down at God's right hand. It could 
not have been so, for Jerusalem was destroyed thirty­
seven years after Jesus ascended, thus causing Jeru­
salem to be trodden down still further until the 
Gentile times should be fulfilled. 

8 Seven literal times passed over King Nebuchad­
nezzar when he suddenly became mad, imagining 
himself to be a grass-eating beast, and he was driven 
out into the open field to live like one: The "seven 
times" Nebuchadnezzar spent were seven years of 
twelve lunar months, or of 360 days to a year. That 
would amount to 2,520 days (7 X 360 days) for the 
seven literal times. Those 2,520 days of his "seven 
times" of madness were prophetic of the "times of 
the Gentiles" during which Jerusalem would be trod­
den down by mentally unbalanced Gentile powers, 
beast-like. In the case of the Gentile powers the 
"seven times" are not literal, but must be symbolic. 
God himself gives us the rule for interpreting the 
symbolism by saying respecting punishment upon 
Israel: "Each day for a year." (Num. 14: 34:) "I have 
appointed thee each day for a year." (Ezek. 4: 6) 
Hence the 2,520 days of Nebuchadnezzar's madness 
~e restoration of what did Peter refer? This proves what' 
8. How long was Nebuchadnezzar's madness? What does it symboilze• 
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symbolized 2,520 years assigned to the "times of the 
Gentiles". When did this long period of years begin T 

RECKONING THE TIME 

u The Bible time-table connects up with the time­
table of mundane history at the first year of Cyrus 
the Great, king of Persia. Cyrus, together with his 
uncle Darius the Mede,• overthrew the empire of 
Babylon. On this the 1944 edition of The Westminster 
Dictionary of the Bible says in its table under "Chro­
nology" {page 108): "B.C. 539 Cyrus takes Babylon." 
The Encyclopedia Americana of 1929 also says under 
"Cyrus the Great" (page 373): "In 546 he conquered 
Crresus, the rich and powerful king of Lydia, and in 
539 took Babylon, which did not offer much resist­
ance, being torn by internal dissensions." The Ency­
clopa;dia Britannica (eleventh edition, of 1910) says 
under "Cyrus the Great" (page 707): ''Why the war 
with Babylon, which had become inevitable, was 
delayed until 539, 've do not know. Here too Cyrus 
in a single campaign destroyed a mighty state. The 
army of N abonidus was defeated; Babylon itself 
attempted no resistance, but surrendered on the 16th 
Tishri (lOtht of October) 539, to the Persian general 
Gobryas." 

10 This Gobryast is frequently identified as Darius 
the :Jiede. Daniel 9 : 1 and 11: 1 speak of "the first 
year of Darius" as "king over the realm of the Chal­
deans". Babylon was overthrown in October of 
539 B.C., but the ordinary Babylonian reckoning of 
a king's reign was from the 1st of the month Nisan 
in the spring of the year.§ Hence the months from 
October of 539 to Nisan 1, 538 B.C., were referred 
to as the "beginning of kingship". The first full year 
of Darius would therefore be from Nisan 1, 538 B.C., 

• Flavius Josephus in his Antiquities of the Jews (written about 
A.D. 93), Book 10, Chapter 11, paragraph 4, says: "When Babylon 
was taken by Darius, and when he, with his kinsman Cyrus, had 
put an end to the dominion of the Babylonians, he was sixty-two 
years old. He was the son of Astyages [called also Ahasuerus at 
Daniel 9 : l], and had another name among the Greeks." The name 
that Darius had among the Greeks and his exact kinship to Cyrus 
is stated by the Greek writer Xenophon, who died in 355 B.C. In 
his Cyropcedia i. 5. 2, Xenophon says: "Cyaxares, the son of 
Astyages and brother of Cyrus's mother, succeeded to the Medial' 
throne." 

t Evidently a typographical error for "13th", according to the 
Julian Calendar. This would be October 7,-539 B.C., according to 
the Gregorian Calendar we use today. See Babylonian Chronology, 
626 B.C.-A.D. 45, by R. A. Parker and W. H. Dubberstein, of 
1942. According to these authorities the later year, 537 B.C. had 
an intercalary sixth month (Elul) in Babylon, beginning Septem­
ber 5, Julian Calendar, or August 30, Gregorian Calendar. This 
would make the month Tishri ( ordinanly the seventh month) begin 
October 5, Julian Calendar, or September 29, Gregorian Calen­
dar, 537 B.C. 

:j: But this Gobryas was still living five years later, in 534 B.C. 
-A. T. Olmstead, History of the Persian Empire, 1948, page 73. 

~ In the Babylonian and ::-.Iedo-Persian empires it was customary 
for the months or days between the death of a king and the follow-
9. Where does Bible chronology connect up with the secular? 
10. How do we arrive at the date o! Cyrus' ftrst year as klng? 

to the end of the month Adar in 537 B.C., or, about, 
March 24, 538, to March 11, 537 B.C., Julian Calendar 
{or, March 18, 538, to March 5, 537 B.C., Gregorian 
Calendar).• The first year of Cyrus is now usually 
given as 538 B.C. So if Cyrus reigned along with 
Darius, the first full year of Cyrus allowed more 
than two months in 537 B.C., for Cyrus to issue his 
decree for rebuilding the temple at Jerusalem.t But 
if Cyrus succeeded to Darius during or right after 
Darius' first year, then the first full year of Cyrus 
would run from Nisan 1, 537 B.C., to the end of 
Adar, 536 B.C., or, about, March 12, 537, to March 29, 
536 B.C., Julian Calendar (or, March 6, 537, to 
March 23, 536 B.C., Gregorian Calendar). This would 
allow sufficient months in the year 537 B.C. for Cyrus' 
decree to get over all his kingdom, for contributions 
for the temple building to be made, for preparations 
and the journey to Jerusalem to be made by the 
Israelites, and for them to settle in their cities before 
the first day of the seventh month (Tishri) in 537 B.C. 
-Ezra 1: 1; 2: 68-70; 3: 1, 6. See the footnote.t 

11 In 538 B.C., or while Darius reigned, Daniel 
wrote: "In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans, in the first year 
of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the 
number of the years whereof the word of Jehovah 
came to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishing 
of the desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy years." 
-Dan. 9: 1, 2, Am. Stan. Ver. 

12 Concerning these "desolations of Jerusalem" 

ing Nisan 1 to be counted as the accession year of the new king. 
The first year of the new king began to count at that Nisan 1. 
(Encyclopcedia Britannica, Volume 5, page 655, of 1942) Since 
Nisan 1 of 538 B.C. fell on .March 24, Julian Calendar {or, 
.March 18, Gregorian Calendar), that date marked the end of 
Darius' accession year and the beginning of his first year.-Baby­
lonian Chronology, 626 B.C.-A.D. 45, published in 1942. 

•In A Dictionary of the Bible, edited by James Hasting (1898) 1 
A. H. Sayce in his article on "Cyrus", Volume 1, page 542, says: 
"Xenophon makes [Cyrus] die peacefully, and be buned at Pasar­
gadae, seven years after the death of "Cyaxares." Since Cyrus died 
in 530 B.C., that would make 537 the date of Danus' (Cyaxares') 
death. 

t The first year of the reign of Cyrus ended on .March 11, 
537 B.C., Julian Calendar (or .March 5, 537 B.C., Gregorian 
Calendar). 

:j: We hold to the year 537 B.C. as the year for the resettlement 
of the remnant of faithful Jews in Jerusalem and Judea. It is on 
the basis of this resettlement that the 70 years of desolation of 
their land is calculated as having begun in 607 B.C. Whether the 
time of their arrival and resettlement there be reckoned as in the 
first or the second full year of Cyrus' reign makes no difference. 
In either case, as above shown, Cyrus' decree and the Jews' 
resettlement could both be in 537 B.C. 

Incidentally we note that the one-time high school textbook, 
"On the Road to Civilization-A World History," by Heckel and 
Sigman, published in 1937, says on page 61, under "The Baby­
lonian Captivity", the following: "Cyrus the Persian conquered 
Babylon (538 B.C.). He allowed the Hebrews to return to their 
native land Judah and held it as a province of the Persian 
Empire.'' According to this, the first full year of Cyrus would 
fall in 537 B.C., from Nisan 1 forward. 
11, 12. How did Daniel foreknow the years o! Jerusalem's desolat!on? 



N OVE:M:BER 1, 1949 mieWATCHTOWER.. 329 

Jeremiah 25: 11, 12 said: "And this whole land [not 
just Jerusalem, but all Judah also] shall be a desola­
tion, and an astonishment; and these nations shall 
serve the ldng of Babylon seventy years. And it shall 
come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, 
that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that 
nation, saith Jehovah, for their iniquity, and the land 
of the Chaldeans; and I will make it desolate for 
ever." (Am. Stan. Ver.) Referring to those same 
seventy years of desolation Jeremiah 29: 10 said to 
the captive Jews at Babylon: "For thus saith J eho­
vah, After seventy years are accomplished for Baby­
lon, I will visit you, and perform my good word 
toward you, in causing you to return to this place." 
-Am. Stan. Ver. 

13 After those seventy years of desolation the cap­
tive Israelites were restored, as Jeremiah 33: 10, 11 
foretold: "Thus saith Jehovah: Yet again there shall 
be heard in this place, whereof ye say, It is waste, 
without man and without beast, even in the .cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are deso­
late, without man and without inhabitant and without 
beast, the voice of joy and the voice of gladness." 
(Am. Stan. Ver.) The land must thus lie desolate 
without human inhabitant and without domestic 
beast in order to enjoy an unbroken string of sab­
baths for seventy years. ( J er. 32: 43; 33: 12; 36: 29) 
Those seventy years of desolation of the land of 
Judah ended in 537 B.C., after Cyrus, in the first 
year of his reign over Babylon, issued his decree. 
This occurred, says 2 Chronicles 36: 21-23, "to fulfil 
the word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 
the land had enjoyed its sabbaths: for as long as it 
lay desolate it kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and 
ten years [or, seventy years]. Now in the first year 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of Jehovah by 
the-mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Jeho­
vah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so 
that he made a proclamation throughout all his king­
dom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith 
Cyrus ldng of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth 
hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; and he 
hath charged me to build him a house in J erusalern, 
which is in Judah. Whosoever there is among you 
of all his people, Jehovah his God be with him, and 
let him go up." (Am. Stan. Ver.) A faithful remnant 
of Jews or Israelites did go up that year. 

14 Thus in 537 B.C. the desolation of the land of 
Judah and of Jerusalem ended. Since that closed 
seventy years of desolation, such years must have 
begun seven decades earlier in 607 B.C. and Jeru­
salem must haYe been destroyed that year by Nebu­
chadnezzar. 

H Hence the "times of the Gentiles", or the symbolic 

13 What brought those years ot desolation to an end, as foretold? 
14, 15. In what year did the Gentlle times begin? Why not earlier? 

"seven times", did not begin when Pharaoh-nechoh 
of Egypt took Jehoahaz king of Judah captive and 
made J ehoiakim, the brother of J ehoahaz, king of 
Jerusalem instead. That was in 628 B.C. Neither did 
the "times of the Gentiles" begin after King .T ehoakim 
died, when Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusalem and 
removed Jehoiakim's son Jehoachin from the throne. 
He carried J ehoiachin captive to Babylon and made 
J ehoiakim's brother, Zedekiah, king of Jerusalem. 
That was in 617 B.C. (2 Ki. 23: 31 to 24: 18) No; but 
those "times of the Gentiles" began in the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah's reign, in 607 B.C., when he was 
dethroned and the land of Judah was desolated of 
man and beast. There Jerusalem and her realm began 
to be trodden down of the Gentiles. 

END OF THE "SEVEN TIMES" 
11 J eremia~ survived the destruction of Jerusalem 

in 607 B.C. He tells us that the Babylonians made a 
breach in Jerusalem's walls on Thammuz 9, that is 
to say, the 9th day of the 4th Jewish month of the 
year. After this King Zedekiah and his men fled from 
Jerusalem, but only to be captured. Then, on the 
10th day of the 5th Jewish month, that is, on Ab 10, 
the Babylonians came and began burning down the 
temple, the king's palace, and the other houses of 
the city. They broke down its walls and took the sur­
viving Jews captive to carry the most of them to 
Babylon hundredR of miles away. (Jer. 52: 6-16) 
When was Ab 10 in 607 B.C. T 

11 The Jewish year, being lunar, began with the 
first new moon nearest the spring equinox. Inf orma­
tion submitted by the Nautical Almanak Society of 
Britain, dated December 11, 1945, tells us: "The 
Spring Equinox in the year 607 B.C. was on 
March 28th, and the nearest New Moon occurred on 
April 2nd, 23rd hour; any closer calculation would 
be meaningless." But the Acting Director of the 
Nautical A.lmanac of the U.S. Na-val Observatory, on 
August 1, 1946, gives us the date for the vernal 
equinox of 607 B.C. as March 27, at 7 p.m. (Julian 
Calendar),• thus differing from the British reckon­
ing by a day. It gives the date of the new moon near­
est the spring equinox as April 2, at 10 p.m. (Julian 
Calendar),t thus agreeing with the British calcula­
tion. It gives the 5th new moon, beginning the 5th 
Jewish month, Ab, as occurring at 10 a.m., of July 30 
(Julian Calendar), or, July 23 (Gregorian).t 
This new moon would not be visible before 30 hours 
later at Jerusalem. Hence Ab 1, or the 1st day of the 
5th Jewish month, did not begin before sundown of 

• March 20, at 7 p.m., Gregorian Calendar. 
t March 26, at 10 p.m., Gregorian Calendar. 
:t For the benefit of our readers in their calculations, we give 

the table submitted to us by the U.S. Naval Observatory and 

16. On what day of what Jewish month did they destroy Jerusalem? 
17. According to our calendar when was that day In 607 B.C.? 
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August 1 (Julian), or, July 25 (Gregorian). And so 
Ab 10, or the 10th day of the 5th month, would begin 
at sundown of August 10 and carry over to sundown 
of August 11, Julian Calendar, or, August 3 to 4, 
Gregorian Calendar.• That day in 607 B.C. the 
destruction of Jerusalem began, as above described.t 

18 But complete desolation of the land of Judah did 
not begin August .11 (Julian), or, August 4 (Gre­
gorian), 607 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar's captain left the 
poorest people of the land remain to farm it and 
keep vineyards, and these did not take fear and flee 
down to Egypt until some time in the latter half of 
the seventh Jewish month of 607 B.C. (Jer. 41: 1-4, 

which is based upon P. V. Neugebauer's Astronomische Ohron­
ologie, a copy of which is in the New York city public library: 

Julian Calendar 
607 B.C. 

Greenwich Time 
Vernal Equinox: March 27 7 p.m. 
New Moon [1st] ........ April 2 10 p.m. 

" [2d] May 2 Noon 
" [3d] June 1 3 a.m. 
" [4th] June 30 7 p.m. 
" [5th] July 30 10 a.m. 
" [6th] Aug. 29 1 a.m. 
" [7th] Sept. 27 3 p.m. 

"For dates this far in the past, the motions of the sun and the 
moon cannot be computed accurately enough to give the times 
of these phenomena more closely than within a few hours.'' 

• This agrees with Babylonian Ohronolgy, 626 B.C.-.A..D. 45. 
At Luke 21 : 20-24 Jesus predicted the second destruction of 

Jerusalem .A..D. 70. Regarding this the Jewish historian JosephllB 
says, in Wars of the Jews, Book 6, Chapter 8, that, after Jerusalem 
was set afire, "as all was burning, came that eighth day of the 
month Gorpieus, or Elul, upon Jerusalem." 

The Encyclopaidia Britannica, volume 26, eleventh edition of 
1910, says under "Titus" (page 1032): "Vespasian, having been 
proclaimed emperor, returned to Italy, and left Titus to carry 
on the siege of Jerusalem, which was captured on the 8th of 
September 70.'' 

The date, September 8, must be only approximate. The month 
Elul in which Josephus says Jerusalem was destroyed is the 6th 
Jewish month. According to the table submitted to us by the 
Director of the Nautical Almanac of the U.S. Naval Observatory 
on August 5, 1947, the new moon for the first Jewish month began 
at 8 p.m. on March 30, .A..D. 70, and the new moon for the 6th 
month began August 24 at 1 p.m. Therefore, the 8th day of Elul 
on which Jerusalem was destroyed must have begun at sundown 
of September 2 (Julian), or, August 31 (Gregorian), A.D. 70. 

But though Jerusalem was destroyed as a city that day, 
Josephus tells us its temple was destroyed by the Romans on 
the 10th of Ab, or August 5-6 (Julian), or, August 3-4 (Gre­
gorian), A.D. 70, which day, he says, was the same day of the 
year that the temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 607 B.C. 
(Wa1·s of the Jews, Book 6, Chapter 4, paragraph 8) See our 
article, page 329 'J 1f 16, 17. 

t In Wm. Kennon's Astronomy, A Text Book for Colleges, 
1948, page 98, he says the following with reference to the rela­
tionship between the Julian and the Gregorian calendars: "In 
1800 the Julian Calendar gained another day, which put the 
Gregorian Calendar 12 days ahead. Since 1900 it has been 13 days 
ahead of the Julian Calendar." When projectrng the Gregorian 
Calendar back into the B.C. period it will be found that the 
Gregorian dates are behind the Julian dates for the identical 
events. For the seventh century B.C. the Gregorian dates fall 
7 days behind the Julian dates. Thus August 10, 607 B.C., Julian 
Calendar, would be August 31 607 B.C., Gregorian Calendar. 
18. But tram what month do we reckon the Gentile times began? Why? 

11-15; 42: 7; 43: 4-7) The new moon for that 7th 
month began September 27 at 3 p.m., Julian Calen­
dar;• and so the land of Judah and Jerusalem was 
not left desolate without inhabitant until along in 
October, 607 B.C. From then on we reckon the Gen­
tiles times as beginning. 

19 Since the seven symbolic times began in Octo­
ber, 607 B.C., and ran for 2,520 years, the "times of 
the Gentiles" must end in October of 1914 (A.D.). 
There the time for Jehovah to let the Gentile powers 
of this earth exercise world domination without His 
interference ran out. There the time ended for 
Christ Jesus at His right hand to sit waiting to 
have his enemies made his footstool. This means 
that the time for Jehovah God to take his univer­
sal power and begin his reign toward this earth 
had come. The time had come for the birth of 
His kingdom by seating his Son Christ Jesus upon 
the throne to act as King for him with full power. 
There the vision seen by Daniel must be fulfilled, 
that the Son of man must come to Jehovah God, the 
"Ancient of days", and be given "dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan­
guages, should serve him''. No more must the Theo­
cratic Government be held in inaction, but the King­
dom must be restored and Jehovah God must give 
the power to him whose right it is to have it. There 
Jehovah must send the rod of his Son's power out 
of Zion, with the command: "Rule thou in the midst 
of thine enemies." (Dan. 7: 13, 14; Ezek. 21: 27; Ps. 
110: 1, 2) All this is what took place at the appointed 
date of the Most High God, namely, A.D. 19H. 

WHAT ENDED, AND WHAT BEGAN 
20 Here interesting questions arise. Someone will 

ask: 'If Jesus said that Jerusalem would be trodden 
down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled, and if those seven times ended in 
October, 1914, why did not Jerusalem cease to be 
trodden down by the Gentiles in that month thirty­
:five years ago f' Our answer is this: Jesus did not 
say Jerusalem would be rebuilt on earth by Jeho­
vah's people at the end of the Gentile times and that 
it would be freed of Gentile domination. The present­
day city of Jerusalem over in Palestine is not the city 
of the great King Jehovah God, even though Chris­
tendom calls certain places over there "holy''. That 
city is doomed to destruction at the end of this world. 
But the true Jerusalem will live forever as the capital 
of Jehovah's universal organization. We mean the 
New Jerusalem, of which Jesus Christ gave a sym­
bolic vision to the apostle John on the isle of Patmos. 
It is heavenly, not earthly. It is spiritual, not material 
or man-made. It comes down from heaven to rule the 
~ September 20 at 3 p.m., Gregorian Calendar. 
19. So In what month, what year, did they end? With what event? 
20, 21. Which Jerusalem was not trodden down after that? How so? 
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earth. Not by literally coming down, but by taking 
all the earth under its control and sending down its 
miraculous power from heaven to accomplish God's 
will all over the earth.-Rev. 21: 1-23. 

21 Jesus Christ is the ''King of kings and Lord of 
lords" over that true Jerusalem. At the close of the 
Gentile times in 1914 .he was enthroned as acting 
Ruler in the "city of the great King", Jehovah. Thus, 
after an interruption of 2,520 years by Gentile 
powers, Theocratic Government over earth rose 
again to power in the New Jerusalem, never to be 
trodden down by the Gentiles. To the contrary, the 
time came in 1914 for those Gentile enemies to be 
made the footstool of the King of the New Jerusalem, 
for him to rule amidst them.-Ps. 110: 2. 

22 But someone else asks : 'If the time for the Gen­
tiles to tread down Jerusalem ended in 1914, why did 
great persecution against Jehovah's witnesses start 
that year and culminate in 1918, when the enemies 
practically killed the Kingdom witness workT' We 
answer: Persecution was committed by Christendom 
against the true Israel of God, the followers of Jesus 
Christ, but that did not affect or alter Christ's royal 
position in heaven. During the progress of World 
War I from 191± to 1918, the "war in heaven" was 
fought betv,·een Jehovah's newly enthroned King and 
the Devil's demon organization. The new King con­
tinued on his heavenly throne, but the Devil and his 
demons were cast down to this earth and reserved 
there for dei:>truction in due time. The Devil and his 
demons proved unable to tread down the heavenly 
New Jerusalem, but were themselves put under the 
King's feet.-Rev. 12: 1-13. 

23 The witnesses of Jehovah on earth were pro­
claiming the end of the Gentile times in 1914 and the 
setting up of His kingdom by Christ. Persecution was 
permitted to rage against these witnesses even to 
the point of killing their public Kingdom proclama­
tion in 1918, for a certain reason. Not to show a 
further treading down of Jerusalem, but to prove 
to all the universe that all earthly nations, including 
Christendom, rejected Jesus Christ as earth's right­
ful King. How could they prove that fact after he 
became the acting heavenly Ruler except by rejecting 
his Kingdom message and his ambassadors, his 
faithful followers 1 If the end of the persecution of 
Jehovah's witnesses were to decide the matter, then 
the 'treading down of Jerusalem by the Gentiles' 
would not end until the battle of Armageddon, when 
all those Gentile enemies of the New Jerusalem will 
bite the dust in destruction. But to show that the 
King of New Jerusalem still continued independent 
above all Gentile power and dominion and above 
their god, Satan the Devil, Jesus revived the public 
activities of his remnant of faithful followers in 
22. Does persecution o! Jehovah's witnesses since 1914 disprove It? 
23. 'Why, then, was the persecution permitted? What goes on despite? 

1919. Nothing during the thirty years since then has 
been able to stop or diminish their Kingdom preach­
ing world-wide. 

:. But if the Gentile times ended in October, 1914, 
why did the nations begin raging in world war on 
July 281 That day Austria-Hungary went to war 
against Serbia, and on August 1 Germany declared 
war on Russia, and other declarations of war by 
one country of Christendom upon another followed 
quickly. We answer: Most of the declarations of war 
in 1914 were made during the month of August, 
although declarations of war kept up through all the 
years until July 19, 1918, with Honduras' declaring 
war on Germany that day. The month of August, 
1914, corresponded with the month of August 2,520 
years before, when ancient Jerusalem was taken over 
by the Babylonians, her temple and royal palace 
being destroyed August 3-4, 607 B.C., Gregorian 
Calendar.• But that did not mean that the Gentile 
times began there. In fact, Jerusalem was put under 
siege by the Babylonians a year and seven months 
before she fell. Likewise in Christendom there were 
rumblings of war that long a time before the conflict 
actually came at the end of July, 1914. So this does 
not mean that the Gentile times began at either the 
beginning of the siege of Jerusalem or at Jerusalem's 
fall. The Gentile times began at the complete desola­
tion of both Jerusalem and the land of Judah in 
October, 607 B.C . .Accordingly they must end in the 
same month 2,520 years later, in October, A.D. 1914. 
By the end of that month ten European and Far­
Eastern nations were at war. 

~ 1 Now we ask point-blank, Did the old world end 
A.D. 1914 T We answer No! The old system of things 
and its Gentile nations are still very much alive, 
apparently stronger than ever before, being armed 
with the atomic bomb and other weapons of war to 
hold down the situation. So plainly the answer to the 
question must be No ! And Jesus in his prophecy did 
not say the world would end at that date. Its "times 
of the Gentiles" ended then, but that did not end the 
world. But something did begin then for the doomed 
old world. WhatT Its "time of the end", its consumma­
tion (synteleia), in which certain factors work 
together to a common end. So 1914 was the beginning 
of the end for this world. Its "time of the end" has a 
beginning and an ending. It had its beginning 
A.D. 1914, with "war in heaven". It will also have an 
ending, namely, at the battle of Armageddon, where 
this world, invisible and visible, will be obliterated. 
The apostles asked Jesus for a sign of his presence, 
and his presence denotes a period of time. His 
presence corresponds with the consummation (syn-

• Or, August 10-11, 607 B.C., Julian Calendar. 

24. Why Is outbreak of world war be!ore October, 1914, no disproof? 
25. Did the world end In 1914? What began !or the old world? 



332 mie WATCHTOWER.. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

teleia) of this world, or its "time of the end". (Matt. 
24: 3, Am. Stan. Ver.; margin) That the world entered 
its "time of the end" in 1914 we know, because the 
sign Jesus foretold began appearing right on time, 
at the end of the Gentile times. That was no accident, 
without a meaning. 

26 That World War I of 1914 was the beginning 
of the "time of the end" Jesus' prophecy shows. HowT 
Jesus speaks of the close or terminus of the "time of 
the end" and uses another word, telos, meaning "an 
end accomplished; and so, the fulfillment, completion, 
accomplishment of any thing". (Liddell and Scott 
Greek-English Lexicon, 1856) So, telling of things 
to happen before the "time of the end" sets in, Jesus 
told his apostles: "Ye shall hear of wars and rumours 
of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these 
things must come to pass, but THE END [teios, or 
accomplished end] IS NOT YET." Or, as Luke reports 
his words: "But the end is not by and by." But why 
is the accomplished end "not yet" in 1914, or, "not 
by and by" T Why is it not as soon as we reach the 
end of the Gentile times in 19141 Jesus tells why, 
saying: "For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
All these are the beginning of sorrows." {Matt. 
24: 6-8; Luke 21: 9-11) Those things, which betoken 
11is invisible presence, must occur before the telic 
end comes. 

21 Exactly at the finish of the Gentile times in 1914 
we find total nation risen up against total nation, and 
total kingdom against total kingdom, in a world war 
the like of which had not ever before taken place. 
This was accompanied as well as followed by earth­
quakes, famines, pestilences, with fearful sights and 
great signs from heaven. (Luke 21: 10, 11) But those 
things, said Jesus, were only the "beginning of 
sorrows". They marked just the beginning of the 
world's "time of the end", but not the world's accom­
plished end (telos). That this World War I was the 
start of the "time of the end" is shown by Daniel's 
prophecy. He likens the democratic powers in that 
conflict to the "king of the south", but the authori­
tarian or autocratic powers to the "king of the north", 
with ecclesiastical Rome or the Vatican supporting 
the latter king. Then Daniel 11: 40 says: "And at the 
time of the end shall the king of the south push at 
him: and the king of the north shall come against him 
like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into the 
26 How did Jesus show the world's tellc end would not be In 1914? 
27. How also does Daniel show the "time o! the end" began In 1914? 

countries, and shall overflow and pass over." Note 
that Daniel says it is at the "time of the end" that 
these military movements between both these kings 
or world forces take place. Seeing these begin in 
1914 proves the world's "time of the end" began in 
that notable year. 

28 When the Gentile times for world domination 
ended that same year and God's kingdom was born, 
it was quite :fitting that the nations should rage 
against Jehovah's enthroned King as a sign to prove 
they rejected him. That is why during this closing 
period of the world he must 'rule in the midst of his 
enemies'. He must be present in royal power during 
this period. So his presence during the time of the 
end of his enemies agrees with the fact that the con­
summation (synteleia) of the old world is a period 
of years. 

29 That the consummation is a period is further 
proved by Jesus' parables. After giving the parable 
of the wheat and tares and describing the gathering 
out of the tares at harvest-time and then the collect­
ing of the wheat into the barn, he said: "The harvest 
is the end [synteleia; consummation] of the world; 
and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares 
are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in 
the end of this world. The Son of man shall send forth 
his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire : there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth: Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father.'' (Matt. 13: 39-43) For such harvest 
activities to be carried on and reach a climax, the 
consummation (synteleia) of the world must be a 
period of years from 1914 on. 

so This fact is further emphasized by Jesus' parable 
of the dragnet. "The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of everv 
kind: which, when it was full, they drew to shor~, 
and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end 
[synteleia; consummation] of the world: the angels 
shall come forth, and sever the wicked from arnon ()' 
the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire~ 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." (Matt. 
13: 47-50) For such an operation to be carried on by 
the angels of Christ Jesus during his royal presence, 
the consummation ( synteleia) of this old system of 
things would have to be an extended period of time 
from and after A.D.1914, after the Gentile times end. 
28. Among whom must Christ rule In this "time o! the end"• Why• 
29. What does the parable of wheat and tares prove on synteleia • 
30. How does the parable of the dragnet further prove this? · 

Thou wi1t keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee· 
because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye in Jehovah for ever; ' 

for in Jehovah, even Jehovah, is an everlasting rock. 
-Isaiah 26: 3, 4, A.S. V. 



SHORTENING THE DAYS OF TRIBULATION 

A LL during the time of Jesus' absence in heaven 
he has been with his faithful followers on earth 
by means of the spirit or active force which he 

has sent them i also by means of his ministering 
angels, and by his loving interest in them. But he 
promised to be with them in a special way in the 
"time of the end". He indicated this shortly before 
he ascended to heaven, when he said: "Go ye there­
fore, and teach all nations, ... and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end [synteleia; consumma­
tion] of the world. Amen." (Matt. 28: 19, 20) This 
meant he would be with them during the world's con­
summation ( synteleia) by his presence or parousia, 
for he would come into his kingdom when the Gentile 
times expired and the "time of the end" started. Th~n 
a teaching of all the nations by his faithful remnant 
of followers on earth would be carried on in a 
phenomenal way. They would be teaching the good 
news of the Kingdom and showing that it was estab­
lished in 1914. For this closing work of bis disciples 
on earth Christ Jes us in Kingdom power would be 
present with them. He foretold this and showed it 
would come after the close of World War I. For, 
after he predicted that global war as an opening 
feature of the "time of the end", he said: "He that 
shall endure unto the [telos], the same shall be saved. 
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end [telos; accomplished end] come." 
-ilfatt. 24:: 13, 14. 

2 Such a preaching of the Kingdom gospel by a 
remnant of his true followers and by their good-will 
companions could not be effected among all nations 
in a day. It would require a period of years. Thil'­
again argues that the consummation (synteleia) 
stretches out over years. But note that this con­
summation or "time of the end" does have a finish 
or end. But such finish ( telos) will not come until 
after the testimony by Jehovah's witnesses to all 
the nations concerning the established Kingdom has 
been done. So we mark that the world's "time of the 
end" opens with the "beginning of sorrows", this 
being followed by an extraordinary witness to the 
King and Kingdom in all the habitable earth, and 
then it closes with a climax of sorrows. This makes 
it a time of "great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world [kosmos] to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be".-Matt. 24: 21. 

3 "\Ve mark, then, what we may call a "pause, or 
interlude", in between the "beginning of sorrows" and 
the close of the "time of the end". Jesus in his proph­
ecy indicated this pause or interlude. Having told of 
the greatness of the tribulation upon the Devil's 
1. Jesus· beln!: with us to the "end of the world" meant what? 

world-organization, Jesus remarked: "And except 
those days [days denoting duration of time] should 
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for 
the elect's sake those days shall be shortened." (Matt. 
24: 22) The days or period of tribulation began upon 
the Devil's organization A.D. 1914, 'vhen Jehovah's 
King was put in power and "war in heaven" began 
against his enemies, resulting in casting the Devil 
and his demons down to our earth. That "war in 
heaven" was attended by the ''beginning of sorrows" 
here on earth, including World War I. Having now 
gotten all of the Devil's organization down under his 
feet at his footstool, the earth, the victorious King 
could have pressed the war without stop to its con­
clusion in total destruction for all his enemies. That 
would have meant the battle of Armageddon would 
have followed at once. Such an unbroken continuance 
of hostilities against the Devil's world organization 
and all under it would have left no flesh saved, spared 
or preserved. So the King took care for this preserv­
ing of flesh, particularly as the remnant of his faith­
ful followers were still in the flesh on earth. At that 
time, too, they were in forced captivity to Satan's 
Babylonish organization. 

'"For the elect's sake" the King shortened the days 
of tribulation upon the Devil's organization. Ho,v1 
By halting further violent action against that wicked 
organization until the telic end of the "time of the 
end". ThiR allowed for the remnant nf God's elect 
ones in the flesh to take up the work of preaching the 
Kingdom gospel in all the inhabited earth for a wit­
ness to all nations. By faithful participation in this 
they would prove their integrity to God and would 
make their calling and election to the heavenly king­
dom with Christ sure. Their preaching also notifies 
the political, commercial and religious rulers of all 
the nations that we are in the world's "time of the 
end" and that its grand finale is at hand, at which 
time the "vengeance of our God" will be poured out 
upon them.-Isa. 61: 2. 

PERIOD OF EDUCATION FOR SALVA'rION 

~ The shortening of the days down here during our 
generation was prefigured twenty-five centuries ago 
by what took place upon Jerusalem in her own time 
of the end. During the years 609-607 B.C. the Baby­
lonians from the north besieged that city. When the 
Egyptians to the south saw that Jerusalem's fall 
would put their political sovereignty in danger and 
came to the city's relief, the Babylonians or Chal­
deans lifted the siege and turned against the advanc­
ing Egyptians. This permitted those who believed the 
prophet Jeremiah's message to flee from Jerusalem 
to a place of refuge. Relieved now of the pressure, 

2. How does the consummation open and close, and close after what? 4. How were the days of tribulation shortened? Why !or the elect? 
3. How did Jesus !oretell an interlude? Why would it be? 5. How wa.. th1a interlude foreshadowed in Jeremiah's day? 
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the others of Jerusalem returned to their old evil 
habits, but Jeremiah warned them that the Chaldeans 
would come back, renew the siege and this time utter­
ly destroy Jerusalem. This is actually what took 
place. Those who did not take advantage of the 
shortening of those days of horrible tribulation upon 
Jerusalem su:ff ered for their unbelief of Jehovah's 
warning by Jeremiah. (Jer. 37:1-12; 39:1-9) So in 
our own critical period of opportunity before the 
battle of Armageddon we should give heed, lest we 
come into the same dire consequences as those un­
believing Israelites. The shortening of the days of 
tribulation by this gracious interlude is a great mercy 
from God. Let us show appreciation of it by taking 
advantage of this merciful arrangement for our 
salvation. 

8 Because the world crisis is here the God of mercy 
causes the knowledge necessary to salvation from 
destruction at Armageddon to be circulated as never 
before in world history. He foretold it would be so. 
Through Daniel he prophetically described the pres­
ent "time of the end" and showed what would take 
place in the Devil's organization then, especially as 
regards the ''king of the north" and the "king of the 
south". But regarding that same "time of the end" 
he also said: "And at that time shall Michael stand 
up, the great prince which standeth for the children 
of thy people : and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even to 
that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, every one that shall be found written in 
the book." And, indeed, at the very beginning of the 
"time of the end" Jehovah's great prince Michael, 
that is to say, the Godlike Jesus Christ, stood up in 
his Kingdom power. He began the "war in heaven" 
against the Devil's organization. But after ousting 
the Devil and his demons from heaven, he shortened 
the days of tribulation by halting further operations 
until the climax of the "time of trouble" at .Arma­
geddon. Why so? In order that a great educational 
campaign for salvation might be carried on. 

7 The prophecy through Daniel points to that edu­
cational campaign by going on to say: "But thou, 0 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to 
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and 
knowledge shall be increased." (Dan. 12: 1, 4) This 
means that many seekers of salvation, namely, Jeho­
vah's people, would run to and fro through the pages 
of God's 'Vord, doing so at the time that the inspired 
words of prophecy would be opened and the book of 
Daniel would be unsealed for examination to be 
understood. The ancient Septitagint Version's trans­
lation of Daniel 12: 4 from the Hebrew into the Greek 
shows up this search for truth clearly. It reads: "And 

thou, Daniel, close the words, and seal the book to 
the time of the end [synteleia]; until many are 
taught, and knowledge is increased." (Bagster's 
translation•) Of eourse, if many are to be taught and 
their knowledge is to be increased, then the words 
and book of Daniel's prophecy must be opened and 
unsealed and this must take place in the period of 
the "end" or consummation (synteleia), beginning 
A.D.1914. The King Christ Jesus is present as Jeho­
vah's great Teacher. He teaches the "children of thy 
people", Daniel's people being Jehovah's people. As 
these studiously run to and fro through God's un­
locked Word in this time of the consummation, their 
knowledge is increased. And as they obey the King's 
command to preach the Kingdom gospel to all the 
earth's inhabitants in all nations before the telic end 
comes upon this old system of things, both knowledge 
and understanding spread out and out to all people 
of good-will everywhere. 

8 As the days of this "time of the end" move rapidly 
to their close, a promise to Daniel nears fulfillment. 
What T That he should be resurrected from his cen­
turies-long rest of death in the tomb and should 
return to earth to be one of the King's visible princes 
under the heavenly kingdom. This is the promise that 
God's angel conveyed to the faithful prophet over 
twenty-five centuries ago, saying: "But go thou, and 
rest; for there are yet days and seasons to the ful­
filment of the end [synteleia]; and thou shalt stand 
in thy lot at the end [synteleia; consummation] of 
the days." (Dan. 12: 13, LXX, Bagster) When Daniel 
does stand up from death's condition into his prince­
ly lot on earth, with what wonder and joy he will 
learn of the fulfillment of his book of prophecy! How 
eagerly he will take up the knowledge that will then 
be open to him concerning Jehovah's purposes 
through His kingdom I 

9 What a wonderful period o:f opportunity we are 
living in, this "time of the end"! It is the time when 
the King finds his remnant serving as a "faithful and 
wise servant". So he uses them to dispense the spirit­
ual food to all who want knowledge of salvation. It 
is the time when the parable of the wise and foolish 
virgins is fulfilled, and also when the judgment of 
the King's servants described in his parable of the 
talents given them occurs. Yes, the parable of the 
sheep and goats also comes true in this eventful time. 
So now in all nations we see the sheeplike people tak­
ing advantage of the educational campaign, learning 
of the King and taking their stand for him, alongside 
the remnant of his spiritual brethren. (:Matt. 24: 45 
to 25: 46) May an awareness of all these events tak-

• Vatican Manuscript No. 1209, which presents really Theo­
dotion's seeond century .A..D. revision of the Septuagint on the 
book of Daniel. 

6. Who stood up In power? Why did he shorten the time of trouble? 8. What promise will soon be tulfilled ta Daniel? How? 
7. How was this educational campaign foretold to Daniel? 9. What sign does fuillllment of Matthew 24 45 to 25: 46 constitute? 
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ing place in proof of the King's presence or parousia 
make us realize, too, that these things are also the 
composite sign of the "end of the world". This sign 
marks the consummation of the old system of things 
under the Devil's control. 

10 May we, then, appreciate that this means we are 
living in the "time of the end". We are already more 
than thirty-five years through it. The telic end of the 
Devil's system of things visible and invisible is 
steadily drawing closer. Let us not be thrown off 
guard because the days of tribulation have been 
shortened by an interlude and because we do not at 
10. What should we appreciate. and what should we do about it? 

present lmow the day or the hour of that destructive 
end upon the system of things. The end will come. It 
is not delayed. It is certain to come at God's definitely 
fixed day and hour. (Matt. 24: 36-39) When this 
Kingdom gospel has been preached in all the habit­
able earth for a witness to all nations, this "time of 
the end" which began with sorrows will finish with 
a complete end for the enemy system of things. Be it 
now our part to do our share in this educational 
campaign of Kingdom witness. Doing so, we shall 
prove worthy to enter into the righteous new world, 
which is promised to be a "world without end" under 
Jehovah's everlasting kingdom by Jesus Christ. 

BELSHAZZAR, IMPIOUS FEASTER 

MIGHTY Babylon squatted across the Euphrates 
river, impregnable behind its massive and towering 
walls. Why, the outer wall was 86 feet wide and 344 

feet high, and around its base ran a moat of corresponding 
size from which the dirt to make the bricks of the wall had 
been taken. On top the wall was wide enough for a row 
of dwellings to stretch along each side, facing each other, 
and between them was an avenue wide enough for four­
horse chariots to pass. The wall was laid out in a square. 
Each side was 14 miles long. Then there was an inner wall 
about 32 feet wide and 75 feet high. So spacious was this 
city of some two hundred square miles that its inhabitants 
could raise all their food within the walls, and the Euphrates 
running through and dividing the city into halves supplied 
water. On each side of the river ran quays, with walls 
separating the city itself from the continuous quays. How 
invineible it seemed to its inhabitants crouched behind its 
moated and double-walled boundaries! 

Moreover, the sanctuaries and images of their many gods 
fed a feeling of security into their veins. So what matter 
if that Hebrew prophet Isaiah had said some two hundred 
years before that the J\Iedes and Persians under Cyrus were 
going to overthrow Babylon~ And why be disturbed by the 
predictions of that other Hebrew prophet Jeremiah that 
Babylon would become perpetual desolation? (Isaiah 13; 
Jeremiah 25) Babylonia's rulers were devoted to the gods. 
King Nabonidus was usually absent from the city of Baby­
lon, but he had made his son Belshazzar coregent and sta­
tioned him in the capital, and Belshazzar was very religious 
and a heavy contributor to the various Babylonian sanctu­
aries. ("Belshazzar'' means "the lord's leader; prince of 
Bel".) Hence the gods were with the city, should anything 
so impossible happen as the failure of the physical fortifica­
tions. 

At this very moment in 539 B.C. the gods of Babylon 
were being honored by King Belshazzar. For sixty-eight 
years now the Jews had been held captive, and it certainly 
seemed that mighty Babylon would never fall. Jeremiah 
had said that Jerusalem's inhabitants would be restored to 
it after a seYenty-year desolation, but the collapse of Baby­
lon so necessary to spring them from captivity seemed 
impossible. Why, just look in on this night's feasting King 
Belshazzar has arranged for a thousand of his lords. The 

tipsy king has ordered that the vessels of gold and silver 
taken from Jehovah's temple in Jerusalem by his grand­
father Nebuchadnezzar be br-0ught forth. And now the king 
and his lords and his consorts and concubines are drinking 
toasts to Babylon's gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood 
and stone. Does not the using of these vessels sacred to the 
worship of the God of the Hebrews, using them to toast 
Babylon's gods, prove the supremacy of the latter 1 The 
Hebrews had been commanded by Jehovah to shun images 
of metal and wood and stone, but who was supreme now? 
The record of this impious feast reads: 

''King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of 
his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Inflamed 
by the taste of the wine, Belshazzar gave orders to brmg 
in the vessels of gold and silver, which his father [grand­
father] Nebuchadnezzar had taken away from the temple 
at Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his consorts 
and his concubines, might drink out of them. So they 
brought in the vessels of gold and silver, which had been 
taken away from the temple at Jerusalem; and the king 
and his lords, his consorts and his concubines, drank out 
of them. A.s they drank the wine, they praised the gods 
of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone."-Dan. 
5: 1-4, An Amer. Trans. 

This profane use of the sacred temple vessels capped the 
wickedness of Belshazzar's wild party of revelry. In his 
drunken state the king gloated that the supremacy of his 
demon gods over Jehovah was established. But wait! ·with 
sobering suddenness eerie fingers unattached to a body are 
scrawling strange handwriting on the wall! No apparition 
of alcohol-soaked brains, this! It throws a hush over the 
wild party as a wet blanket smothers fire. Belshazzar's 
flushed face pales, alarm seizes him, his legs turn weak and 
his knees knock. A.s the first frightful shock passes the king 
finds his voice and screams for his diviners and enchanters 
and astrologers. Interpret the writing! But when they 
cannot the king's face turns still paler and his alarm mounts, 
and his lords are at their wits' end. 

"That very hour, the fingers of a man's hand appeared, 
writing on the plaster of the royal palace, opposite the 
lampstand. The king saw the palm of the hand as it wrote, 
and the king's fresh colour paled, his thoughts alarmed 
him, the muscles of his thighs relaxed, and his knees struck 
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one against another. Then the king cried aloud for the 
enchanters, the diviners, and the astrologers to be brought 
in .... But not one of-all the king's sages could read the 
writing or explain the meaning of it to the king. At this 
king Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, his colour paled, and 
his lords were at their wits' end."-Dan. 5: 5-9, Moffatt. 

The excited and frightened cries bring the queen-mother 
to the confused scene. With calm words she brings some 
measure of sanity to the bedlam: "Let not your thoughts 
alarm you, let not your colour go; within your realm there 
is a man in whom is the spirit of the gods divine." She 
proceeded to acquaint trembling Belshazzar with the accom­
plishments of Jehovah's prophet Daniel, and concluded with 
the suggestion: "Let Daniel be called, and he will explain 
the meaning of this." After Daniel had been brought in 
and offered rewards if he succeeded in interpreting the 
writing, he responds: "Keep your gifts :for yourself, and 
give your rewards to someone else! However, I will read 
the writing to the king and let him hear the meaning of 
it."-Dan. 5: 10-17, Moffatt. 

However, introductory to his reading and interpreting 
the writing Daniel reminds Belshazzar that Jehovah God 
had maneuvered Nebuchadnezzar into his position of domi­
nance over worldly nations, but that then Nebuchadnezzar 
became proud and haughty and defiant, and as a result was 
brought low, to a state of insanity, and was not recovered 
from his beastly condition till he learned that Jehovah God 
was actually ruler over all. Daniel then continues : "Yet you 
his son, 0 Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though 
you knew all this; you uplifted yourself against the Lord 
of heaven, by having the vessels of his house brought in 
before you, and from them you an<l. your lord!>, your consoT~ 
and your concubines, have drunk wine, praising gods of 
silver and gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which can 
neither see nor hear nor understand; you have not glorified 
the God who holds in his own power your breath of life and 
all your destiny. Hence the palm of the hand was sent 
from his presence, and this writing was inscribed."-Dan. 
5: 18-24, Moffatt. 

Notice having been thus duly given as to why the doom­
ful handwriting had appeared to break up the party, Daniel 
reads the words, gives the meaning of each word, and inter­
prets its significance: "This is the inscription: Mene, Tekel, 
Peres. The meaning of it is: Mene (numbered), God has 
numbered the days of your kingdom and ended it; Tekel 
(weighed), you are weighed in the scales and found want­
ing; Peres (divided), your kingdom is divided up and 
assigned to the Medea and the 'Persians.' "-Dan. 5: 25-28, 
Moffatt. 

As this warning on the wall was being read and inter­
preted within the palace it was being fulfilled without. 
Darius the Mede and Cyrus the Persian were shunting aside 
the waters of the Euphrates, turning them from their regu­
lar course by a canal that emptied them into an excavation 
covering some forty square miles. The Babylonians had done 
this previously, but for the purpose of emptying the river­
bed through the city while a bridge and other construction 
work were being accomplished. Now the Medes and Persians 
did it, for a different reason. Where the waters of the 
Euphrates once fl.owed through the city, now the troops 
of Darius and Cyrus streamed in over the dried riverbed. 
And just as Isaiah had foretold, these invasion forces found 
that the carousing Babylonians had carelessly left open the 
gates in the walls that separated the quays from the city. 
That very night o:f Belshazzar's party the city was taken 
and he was slain. (Dan. 5: 30, 31; Isa. 45: 1-4) Two years 
later, in 537 B.C., Cyrus issued the decree that liberated 
the Jews and allowed them to return to Jerusalem and 
restore Jehovah's worship there, on prophetic schedule, after 
seventy years' desolation.-Jer. 25: 11, 12. 

Babylon was not impregnable, but :fell at God's due time. 
The greater Babylon of this world-organization views itself 
as impregnable, but through the eyes of prophecy God's 
people today see its early fall and their release from its 
cruelties. (Rev. 18: 2, 21) Just as demon-worshiping King 
Belshazzar died with his city, so will today's world rulers 
that seek to exalt their :false religions above Jehovah's true 
worship fall at Armageddon along with modern Babylon. 

FIELD EXPERIENCE 
FEEDING THE SHEEP IN GERMANY 

The following letter was received by the Watchtower 
Society from a German residing in the British zone: 

"I write to you because, next to God, I thank you for 
the book 'Let God Be True'. Let me tell you how I got it. 
After losing my beautiful home through the destruction of 
the war along with my elaborate library containing many 
good books, I have nothing left to comfort me except God's 
creation. 

"As I live in a beautiful spot far from the city, I will 
not describe the misery and distress here, but the Lord has 
preserved us. For :four years I was without a book or a 
Bible. I was sick at heart when I tried to remember some 
Scripture texts without a Bible help. After a long and 

painful nerve disorder I went to see a clergyman to get 
a Bible. I could just afford to get one and I was so happy. 
But after a short time I returned to the clergyman asking 
him for a book that would be a Bible help for me in prayer 
and worship. He said, Go to Hamburg and look for it. But 
it is so far :from here and costs so much to go there that I 
did not have the means. Two days later toward evening a 
man called at my home and offered me a book. It was the 
book I needed so much, and was entitled 'Let God Be True'. 
I realize that God is near to those that seek Rim. Now I 
thank you and wish to express my joy and gratitude because 
you offer the poor German people spiritual food for such 
a small contribution, even giving it free. In your publication 
I see you mention two other books. How can I get them Y" 

Great is Jehovah, and greatly to b~ praised ..• Honor and 
majesty are before him: strength and g'tadness are in his p'tace • 

• • • say among the nations, Jehovah reigneth. 
-1 Chronicles 16 : 25, 27, 31, A..S. V. 




