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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
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THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to
everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his active agent In creating all other things;
and that the creature Lucifer rebeiled against Jehovah and raised
the issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for
the earth and piaced him upon it; that man ylelded to unfaithful
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men
are born slnpers and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death In order to produce the ransom or redemptlve price for
obedlent men; that God raised up Christ Jesus dirine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization;

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION ls a Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chlef Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed
followers of Christ Jesus are Zlon’s children, members of JeLoval's
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah’s supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan’s uninterrupted rule, ended
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vindicate His name and establish the *“new earth"”;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His
next great act is to destroy Satan’s organization and establish
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the
divine mandate to “fill the earth” with righteous offspring, and
that the buman dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities
of life on earth.
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people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed

in the Bible. It publishes Bible Instruction specifically
designed to ald Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Soclety
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publishes
guitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction in the Seriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or
other worldly organizations. It 18 wkolly and without reservation
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“NATIONS' HOPE” TESTIMONY PERIOD

How will the nations be able to set their hope now on the great
King whom God has raised up to rule the new world unless they
learn about him? This is the question that wiil make each already
informed person realize his responsibility during the month of
April of taking part in the “Nations’ Hope” Testimony Period
throughout this month. April brings to a close the four-month
campaign for taking 500,000 subseriptions for the Watchtower
Society’s magazines 1n the 22 languages in which they are pub-
lished. Hence the special offer continues in force, namely, a year’s
subseription each for The Watchtower and Awake! together with
the premium gift of the iatest bound book and bookiet, to each
taker, at the subseription rate of both for $2.00. Al lovers of their
fellow man want the God of hope to fill as many others as possible
with the joy and peace of believing in the Kingdom hope, and
therefore we again remind all Watchtower readers of our readiness
to help any that desire to have a hand in this hope-inspiring
educational work. Let us hear from all such before this eampaign
ends, and also let every participant turn in his report at the close
of the Testimony Period.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of May 22: “Restoration to Life by Resurrection,”
M 1-22 inclusive, The Watchiower April 15, 1949,
Week of May 29: “Restoration to Life by Resurrection,”
71 23-28 inclusive, also “Preservation of Identity in
the Resurrection”,
7 1-13 inclusive, The Watchtower April 15, 1949,

“THE KINGDOM BOPE OF ALL MANKIND”

For 4,000 years human kingdoms have tried in vain to realize
the hopes of man, But with the passing of each, the hope that men
had pinned to it collapsed, and today the world flounders hope-
lessly in the accumulated failures of 4,000 years. Now in a final
desperate effort to salvage hope the nations pool their power in a
United Nations organization. But as hope in it fades, the nations
realize that many failures added together do nof sum up to sucecess.
‘With driving logic the widely delivered public lecture entitled “The
Kingdom Hope of All Mankind” pressed these points home, and
thence struck a theme that proves the situation is not hopeless. Nor
was it hopeless as far back as Adam’s day, for it was then that
Jehovah God first revealed the kingdom hope for all mankind. He
has never lost sight of it since, and has made provision for hopeful
men to keep it in view. That hope is the promised kingdom of
Christ. It will be realized by this generation. All this hopefulness
ghone brightly through the public lecture, and because of the need
for hope now it has been preserved in print in the 32-page boolklet,
The Kingdom Hope of All Mankind. Its novel cover captures the
theme to depict that the message of salvation for good-will persons
must be sent out to all nations and tongues and all are entwined
in this one kingdom hope. Your personal copy of the booklet is
now available on the contribution of 5e.
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RESTORATION TO LIFE BY RESURRECTION
“If a man die can he live again?”’—Job 14: 14, Rotherham.

could conceive of such a thing as the resurrection

of the dead. He was the only One that could bring
it to pass. It takes faith for us to believe God could
raise the dead, and it was for the purpose of testing
men’s faith in him that he gave the promise of a res-
urrection, doing so at the very time that “sin entered
into the world, and death by sin”, (Rom. 5:12)
The resurrection of dead men had to be by a special
arrangement. Something preliminary had to provide
grounds for it. For this reason the first resurrection
that God foretold was, not that of a man dying for
his sin. It was of a son of God who would die martyr-
like for his absolute faithfulness to Jehovah God.
For this he would be worthy of being raised from
death to life in a state more exalted than this faith-
ful son of God had ever enjoyed before. At the same
time the human life that he would thus sacrifice for-
ever would be the basis for God to raise human
sinners from the dead to avail themselves of the
benefit of the sacrificed life of the son of God.

* All this wonderful arrangement was concealed
in the declaration that Jehovah God made in Eden,
saying to the wicked introducer of sin: “I will
put enmity between you and the woman, between
your seed and her seed; he shall erush your head,
and you shall lie in wait for his heel.” (Gen. 3: 15,
Catholic Confrat. trans.) How could the woman’s
Seed, after being bruised to death at the heel, erush
the wicked Serpent’s head? Only after being resur-
rected from the death inflicted by that wicked one.
‘What could this resurrection prove but that Jeho-
vah God has the power to raise the dead? And what
would the death of the son of God as a sacrifice mean
but that Jehovah God would raise humans that had
died because of being born in sin in the midst of a
sinful world? All the sacred Secriptures assure us
they will be raised to life in fulfillment of Jehoval’s
Edenic promise.

# Men who held true to Jehovah as God treasured
his Edenic promise and exercised faith in the resur-
rection of the dead and let this hope for the future

. Who only could concelve of the resurrection, and why s50?
In what promise was thls arrangement concealed, and how?
. To whom was this hope committed? How ls this shown by Paul?

]EHOVAH God the Creator was the only One that

influence their lives in the right direction. They
taught it to their offspring. Under Jehoval’s guid-
ance the doctrine of the resnrrection was delivered
to those who descended from faithful Abraham to
make up the nation of Israel, the Jews. Thus to these
were committed the divine pronouncements or utter-
ances, inciuding the doctrine of the resurrection. No
one of any religion can dispute what the Jewish-
Christian writer argues concerning this, when he
says: “What advantage is there then in being a Jew,
and what is the use of circumcision? A great deal,
from every point of view. In the first place, the Jews
were intrusted with the utterances of Gtod.”—Rom.
3:1,2, An Amer.Trans.

*Because the Jews entertained the resurrection
hope, this same writer when brought into court by
Jewish accusers said to Judge Felix: “I believe
everything that is taught in the Law or written in
the prophets, and I have the same hope in God that
they themselves hold, that there is to be a resurreec-
tion of the upright and the wicked.” Before a strictly
Jewish court he had also said: “It is for my hope for
the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial!” And
50, showing that the Jews, including himself, looked
for the realization of the resurrection hope, he said
later to King Herod Agrippa I: “To-day I am stand-
ing my trial for hoping in the promise made by God
to our fathers, a promise which our twelve tribes
hope to gain by serving God earnestly both night and
day. And I am actually impeached by Jews for this
hope, O king! Why should you consider it incredible
that God raises the dead?’—Acts 23:6 and 24: 14,
15, An Amer. Trans., and Acts 26: 6-8, Moffatt.

¢ Not only King Agrippa, but also all the non-
Jewish world thought the resurrection of the dead
incredible, or had never heard of such a thing. It
was because non-Jews believed in the false teaching
of the inherent immortality of the human soul. They
understood such soul to be an immaterial, intelligent
thing dwelling in the human body and acting through
it until death overtook the body, and then leaving thre
body to continue its conscious existence elsewhere.
The pagan believers in such immortality of the

5, 6. How did the non-Jews react to the resurrection doctrine? Why?
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human soul reasoned that if the soul did not die, how
could there be a resurrection of the dead and why
was a resurrection of the dead even necessary? They
did not have or believe in the divine utterance: “The
soul that sinneth, the same shall die.” (Ezech. 18:4,
20, Cath. Douay) Hence it is that we read about
Paul’s first visit to Athens and his talking to the
pagan Greeks there: “And certain philosophers of
the Epicureans and of the Stoies disputed with him;
and some said: What is it, that this word sower
would say? But others: He seemeth to be a setter
forth of new gods; because he preached to them
Jesus and the resurrection.”—Acts 17: 18, Douay.

®So it was not strange that Paul should be met
with unbelief or wonder when he climaxed his speech
to the Greek council of the Areopagus by saying:
“While God overlooked those times of ignorance, he
now calls upon all men everywhere to repent, since
he has fixed a day on which he will justly judge the
world through a man whom he has appointed, and
whom he has guaranteed to all men by raising him
from the dead.” The reaction to this on the part of
those Grecian beiievers in human immortality is
described as follows: “When they heard of the resur-
rection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others
said, “‘We should like to hear you again on this
subjeet’” (Acts 17:19-32, An Amer. Trans.) This in
itself proves that the Bible doctrine of the resurrec-
tion cannot be harmonized with the teaching of the
immortality of the human soul, because the latter
teaching is of pagan source and is false.

HOW

" The apostle Paul based himself upon the inspired
Scriptures when he said to the Athenians that
Almighty God had fixed a day for judging the world
in righteousness. That day will not be forever com-
ing, but will begin at God’s pre-determined time. For
this judgment day he had raised his beloved Son
Jesus Christ from the dead. Jesus having died as a
man and as a sacrifice for sinful humankind, the
work of judgment would properly be committed to
him by God his Resurrector. The Son of God testi-
fied to this very fact when he told the Jews: “For
the Father passes judgment on no one, but he has
committed the judgment entirely to the Son, so that
all men may honor the Son just as much as they
honor-the Father. And he has given him the author-
ity to aet as judge, because he is a son of man. Do
not be surprised at this, for the time is coming when
all who are in their graves will listen to his voice,
and those who have done right will come out to
resurrection and life, and those who have done
wrong, to resurrection and judgment.”—John 5: 22,
23, 27-29, An Amer. Trans.

¢ The day for this judgment is the time of his rule

7, 8. Why will resurrection time surely come? What shows it near?
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as King in the kingdom of God. The apostle Paul
associates the judgment with the time of Christ’s
appearing and kingdom, saying: “I charge you in
the sight of God and Christ Jesus who is to judge
the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
kingdom.” (2 Tim. 4: 1, An Amer.Trans.) By all the
world conditions fulfilling Bible prophecies since
A.D. 1914, we have every reason to know and be
assured that the Kingdom is at the door and the
resurrection of the human dead to life on earth
under that Kingdom is near.

® Much speculation has taken place as to how the
resurrection of these dead will occur. We recall the
address, reported in the public press, as given about
1891 by a very learned Presbyterian clergyman to an
audience in our city of Brooklyn. He tried to explain
that the resurrection would consist in a regathering
and revivifying of all the bones and sinews and all
the flesh and skin, etc., that had ever constituted
human bodies, no matter how they had been disposed
of, by fire, disintegrating in the grave, or otherwise.
Yes, no matter if parts had been taken out by sur-
geons, or destroyed by accident, or eaten by fishes,
birds, or beasts of prey; or if they had rotted and
gone as fertilizer into various fruits, vegetables,
grasses, ete., and thus been transformed over and
over again and asgimilated by other living creatures.
To him, the “last day” was to be one of 24 hours
before the final burning up of our earthly sphere.
The after part of the 24-hour day would be devoted
to a work of judging the world, while the fore part
would be occupied by the resurrection work, during
which the air would be black with hands, arms, feet,
fingers, bones, skins, sinews, etc., of the billions who
have lived and died, all these seeking the other parts
of their respective bodies. After the bodies were thus
fitted together, the human souls would come from
heaven and hell and be imprisoned in such resur-
rected bodies.

2 Thus the clergymen tried to explain what his
religious creed calls #the resurrection of the body”.
The Bible does, indeed, speak much of the resurrec-
tion of the dead, but speaks nowhere of the “resur-
rection of the body”, meaning the identical original
body with which a person died, bit for bit, atom for
atom, Therefore the Bible doctrine of a resurrection
does not call for any such fantastic scene prior to
the time of the world’s judgment as the religious
clergyman described. Today we appreciate how
the absolute basis of all earthly matter is a particle
of electrical energy and that all particles of energy
are alike. We can see how one particle is as good as
another and that to recreate a person it would not
require Almighty God, the Supreme Scientist of the
universe, to use exactly the same, identical particles

9 How did one Presbyterian clergyman describe resurrectlon day?
10. Why was he not anly unscientific but also unscriptural?
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that formed the person’s body at the time he died.
What difference would it make, as the electronic
building blocks of all matter are alike? The creedal
doctrine of the “resurrection of the body” with its
ghastly conception of the resurrection day is not
only unscientific but unsecriptural as well. What
makes a recreated human the same individual
character he was before? It is not the same material
out of which he was constructed before, but it is a
body belonging to his nature with all the peculiar
traits, propensities, knowledge, memory and mental
development that he had in his previous existence.
That is what makes, what distinguishes vou.

2 Religionists of Christendom teach the “resur-
rection of the body”. They do so in spite of the scien-
tific statement made by the apostle Paul in his
wonderful resurrection chapter, as follows:

# “But someone will say, ‘How can the dead rise?
What kind of a body will they have when they come
back?® You foolish man, the very seed you sow never
comes to life without dying first; and when you sow
it, it has not the form it is going to have, but is a
naked kernel, perhaps of wheat or something else;
and God gives it just such a form as he pleases, so
that each kind of seed has a form of its own. Flesh
is not all alike; men have one kind, animals another,
birds another, and fish another. There are heavenly
bodies, and there are earthly bodies, but the beauty
of the heavenly bodies is of one kind, and the beauty
of the earthly bodies is of another. The sun has one
kind of beauty, and the moon another, and the stars
another; why, one star differs from another in
beauty. It is so with the resurrection of the dead.”
Here the apostle is discussing only the resurrection
of members of the true Christian-church, the mem-
bers of the “body of Christ”, of which Jesus the
Messiah is the Head. This must be so, because it is
only of the resurrection of such body-members of
Christ, and not of the resurrection of dead mankind
in general, that the following words of the apostle
are true: “The body is sown in decay, it is raised
free from decay. It is sown in humiliation, it is raised
in splendor. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
strength. It is a physical body that is sown, it is a
spiritual body that is raised. If there is a physical
body, there is a spiritual body also.”—1 Cor.
15:35-44, An Amer. Trans.

BY “METEMPSYCHOSIS"?

1 Without discussing now the subject of the spirit-
ual resurrection of the members of the body of
Christ or Christian congregation, we turn our
attention to another speculation as to how the resur-
rection will take place. Back in the days when
Charles T. Russell was president of the Watch Tower

11, 12. Contrary to what resurrection statement do clergy so teach?
13, 14. What argument did a theorist use for soul transmigration?
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Bible & Tract Society the suggestion was made by
a man interested in the truth that the resurrection
would occur by what is called metempsychosis, or
the transmigration of the human soul. His view was
that the soul of a person who had died would be
transferred to a human body that was newly being
born to a married couple. He quoted the prophecy
of Jehovah God at Malachi 4:5, 6: “Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet before the great and
terrible day of Jehovah come. And he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart
of the children to their fathers;lest I come and smite
the earth with a curse.” (4Am. Stan.Ver.) About four
hundred years later John the Baptist was born to the
Jewish priest Zacharias and his wife Elizabeth in
the hill country of Judea. John the Baptist per-
formed his life work, and died by beheading at the
hands of King Herod Antipas. Then the following
discussion ocecurred between Jesus’ disciples: “And
his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the
seribes that Elijah must first come $ And he answered
and said, Elijah indeed cometh, and shall restore all
things: but I say unto you, that Elijah is come
already, and they knew him not, but did unto him
whatsoever they would. Even so shall the Son of man
also suffer of them. Then understood the disciples
that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.”—Matt.
17:10-13, Am. Stan. Ver.

*“ Hence this advocate of transmigration argued
that John the Baptist was literally the prophet
Elijah come back from the dead. How? Why, his
soul, from the body which he had hundreds of years
before in the days of Queen Jezebel, transmigrated
into the body of the babe born by natural reproduc-
tion to John’s parents. But the transmigration
theorist failed to note the following faets:

* The angel Gabriel who announced the coming
birth of John the baptizer to Zacharias did not say
that John would be the literal Elijah resurrected
from the dead through the process of human repro-
duction. Gabriel said that John would have merely
the spirit and power of Elijah and wounld do a work
like Elijah’s of old: “And many of the children of
Israel shall he turn unto the Lord their God. And
he shall go before his face in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-
dren, and the disobedient to walk in the wisdom of
the just; to make ready for the Lord a people pre-
pared for him.” (Luke 1:16,17, Am.Stan.Ver.) By
these words did Zacharias understand that the son
resulting from his reproduective union with Eliza-
beth would be, not his own child, but a child born to
him with the soul of the original Elijah superim-
posed upon it? No! but Zacharias correctly under-
stood that the child Elizabeth would conceive would

15. What Scriptural facts did that theorist fail to note?
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be his very own son, but would perform a work corre-
sponding to Klijah’s, the work foretold at Malachi
4:5, 6. Malachi’s prophecy was no prophecy of the
resurrection of the original Elijah. It was a proph-
ecy of a work that would be performed like Elijah’s,
which work would be performed before the “great
and terrible day of Jehovah” arrived.

18 Zacharias was not a Cabalist. Cabalists were
Jewish rabbis who indulged in a mystical interpreta-
tion of the Holy Seriptures and interwove into their
interpretation the doctrine of transmigration of the
soul. Says their Zohar, or Book of Light: “All the
souls are subject to the trials of transmigration.”
They did not know how many transformations and
mysterious trials these souls must undergo or how
many souls and spirits come into this world without
returning to the palace of the divine King. But such
souls finally had to re-enter the absolute substance
out of which they had emerged. To accomplish this
end they had to develop all the perfections, the germ
of which perfections was planted in the soul; and if
they did not fulfill this condition during one life on
earth they must commence a second, a third, and so
on, until they had attained the condition fitting them
for reunion with God. On the ground of this doctrine
the Cabalists held that the soul of Adam migrated
into David, and will come into the Messiah; that the
soul of Noah’s son Japheth is the same as that of
Simeon, and that the soul of Abraham’s father Terah
migrated into Job. In the time of Jerome, translator
of the Holy Bible into Latin, the doctrine of transmi-
gration was taught as a tradition to be communicated
to only a select few who were supposed to have inside
knowledge; and the more speculative or mystical
ones among the religious fathers of the Roman Cath-
olic Church resorted to that doctrine in order to
explain what they did not Scripturally understand.

1 Astounding as it may seem, yet certain ones
today claiming to be Christians teach that the resur-
rection of the dead will shortly occur, yes, has
already begun to oceur, by what is nothing less than
transmigration. Yes, transmigration of the souls of
those dead in the grave to bodies now being born
and yet to be born to married Christians by natural
reproduction, but into which newborn bodies the
germ of the dead is being injected by divine power
to bring them back to life on earth. Nothing could
have more condemnation by the Secriptures concern-
ing the resurrection than such a disguised pagan
doetrine. Transmigration was a Persian religious
belief before the time of Zoroaster and was drawn
from East Indian sources. Pherecydes, the Greek
philosopher of the island of Syros, of the sixth cen-
tury B.C., taught the existence of the human soul
after death; and his disciple Pythagoras, if he did

16. What did Cabalists teach? Also early religlous fathers?
17, 18, How do some now teach resurrection by transmigration? Why?
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not get this doctrine of transmigration from Phere-
cydes who taught him, got it in Babylon from the
Magi. Quite to be expected, the ancient pagan Egyp-
tians taught transmigration. For this reason they
embalmed the dead so as to oblige the departed soul
to return to the body it had once occupied and so
prevent its passage into other forms, animal or
plant. Professed Christians who speculate turn to
the doctrine of transmigration in order to explain
the resurrection.

1 These do not take fully Jehovah’s unmistakable
statement: “The soul that sinneth, the same shall
die.” “He hath delivered his soul unto death.” (Ezech.
18:4 and Isa. 53:12, Douay) No, they claim that
some germ from the dead remains over as a definite
something for preservation, and that in the resur-
rection time this germ is superimposed upon the
bodies of children produced by Christians through
natural reproduction. By not taking God’s Word in
its pure meaning these speculating Christians open
their minds unwittingly to the “doctrines of demons”,
for the demons under Satan their prince are the
source of the transmigration idea.

BY THE POWER OF A REMEMBERING GOD

* Tn our article of last November 15, 1948, entitled
“When Immortality Came to Light”, we produced
overwhelming proof to show that God’s Word, the
Bible, teaches that the bhuman soul is the human
creature himself and that the human soul dies and
ceases to exist. The human soul would never exist
again were it not for Jehovah’s provision to resur-
rect all the dead that are in the graves. The resurree-
tion of the dead is not dependent upon some im-
mortal germ or deathless seed that carries over after
the individual dies. God does not have to preserve
such a thing and in the resurrection day transplant
it into a body that married Christians will produce.
God respects the right of a Christian father to raise
up seed to his own name, and God would not cheat
a Christian husband of this privilege by superimpos-
ing upon his intended offspring the germ and
characteristics of someone not his own but long ago
born to other parents. The law of levirate marriage
which God established among the ancient Israelites
for the sake of men who died leaving a childless
widow was established out of divine respect for a
married man to have a child to bear his name. {Deut.
25:5-10) Christ Jesus, whom God uses to raise the
dead, will not act contrary to God’s law and arrange-
ment and impose upon & woman’s ovum anything
from the dead and thus cheat her husband. If God
were dependent upon such a method to resurrect the
dead, why use husbands at all? Why not have virgin
birth for the dead?

19. What concerning human reproduction bars out transmigration?
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20 Jesus' birth may not be held forth as an llustra-
tion of how this might be done. His birth was not of
2 woman who had already had contact with a hus-
band. So his life was never superimposed upon a
sperm that had been communicated to Mary by a
husband. Joseph had not touched her before Jesus
was born, and so Jesus was born of a virgin. His
birth cannot be viewed as a resurrection of the dead,
for he had not died when he left heaven in order to
be born as & human. It was not a case of his dying,
but the miraculous power of God his Father trans-
ferred the rire of his Son who laid aside all his
heavenly glory, transplanting this life into the womb
of the Jewish virgin, in order for him to be born in
due time as any other humans are born. Thus Jesus’
birth was not an incarnation of a spirit, as when the
angels materialized fleshly bodies and appeared to
men. His birth was a real production of a perfect
human child, since his life forces from heaven were
perfect. Hence his mind underwent the regular
development of any other born child. He knew noth-
ing about his miraculous birth and the circumstances
connected with it except what Joseph and Mary his
mother could tell him. From this he knew that God
was his Father.

# Tt was not till he quit carpentering at about
thirty years of age and devoted himself exclusively
to God’s ministry, symbohzmg this step by being
baptized, that God’s spirit came upon him. There
his memory of his prehuman life in heaven with
Jehovah God returned to him. There he was begotten
of God as a new creature, for then God’s voice came
to him from the heavens: “This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased.”—Matt. 3:13-17.

22 This was the start, therefore, of Jesus’ return to
heaven from which he had come down. It was there-
fore fitting that the memory of his previous life up
there should then come back to him. As he said to
the Jews: “What and if ye shall see the Son of man
ascend up where he was before?” (John 6:62) So
from the time of his anointing with God’s spirit he
was no longer just a human Son of God, but was a
spiritual Son. Presenting his human life in sacrifice
for sinful mankind, he was made God’s High Priest
and was called to enter heaven itself to appear in
God’s presence, there to offer the value of his human
life which he was laying down. Thus, to experience
this being born again, from heaven, Jesus did not
have to do as Nicodemus suggested, saying: “How
can a man be born when he is 0ld? can he enter
the second time into his mother’s womb, and be
born$” (John 3:4) Noj; but God started Jesus off
on a new life as a Son, with a new relationship to
God, calling him hack to heaven and hence command-

20. Why wasg Jesus’ birth neither resurrectlon nor incarnation?
21, 22, When did his memory of prehuman exlstence return, and why?
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ing him to lay his human life down forever in sacri-
fice in behalf of condemned mankind.

THE GIFT OF LIFE IN HIMSELF

# How Jesus must undertake this sacrificial course
in order that a resurrection might come and the dead
might live again, he said: “The hour has come for
the Son of man to be glorified. Truly, truly I tell you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it remains a single grain; but if it dies, it bears rich
fruit. He who loves his life loses it, and he who cares
not for his life in this world will preserve it for
eternal life. If anyone serves me, let him follow me,
and where I am, there shall my servant also be.”
(John 12:23-26, Moffatt) Thus unless he died an
innocent death, Jesus would remain alone as a per-
fect man, without imparting eternal life to others
of mankind. But if he did not show seifish love for
this earthly life in this world, but laid it down sacri-
ficially in obedience to God’s will, what? Then he
would be the means of imparting eternal life to all
of mankind that would accept it. Those of men who
now became his servants, following in his steps even
till death, would be glorified in heaven with him,
that where he is, they might be also. He should have
many with him enjoying eternal life with him. This
would not be by any transmigration of immortal
souls, so to speak. It would be by virtue of the ransom
sacrifice which he provided as God’s High Priest,
and, as a result, by the resurrection of the dead.

2 Jesus referred to this life-giving arrangement
of God for sinners and this life-giving course of
God’s Son for them. After performing a work of
healing he said: “For the Father loveth the Son, and
showeth him all things that himself doeth: and
greater works than these will he show him, that ye
may marvel. [What greater works?] For as the
Father raiseth the dead and giveth them life, even
so the Son also giveth life to whom he will. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and
believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life, and
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of
death into life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
hour cometh, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear shall
live. [Why 1] For as the Father hath life in himself,
even 80 gave he to the Son also to have life in him-
self: and he gave him authority to execute judgment,
because he is a son of man. Marvel not at this: for
the hour cometh, in which all that are in the tombs
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrectlon of
judgment.”—John 5: 20, 21 24-29, Am.Stan. Ver,

* Mark that statement “As the Father hath life

23. By what course would Jesus be privileged to impart llfe?
24. hat did Jesus s? regardlng this lue—i&vlng arrangement?
25, what way do his Son have life in themselves?
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in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have
life in himself.” (John 5: 26, Am. Stan. Ver.) Taken
by itself, this would seem to refer to the immortality
possessed by Jehovah God the heavenly Father and
to the immortality which he conferred upon his Son
when resurrecting him from the dead. In harmony
with this thought An American Translation renders
John 5:26 as follows: “For just as the Father is
self-existent, he has given self-existence to the Son.”
Hence it renders John 6:53: “I tell you, if you do
not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his
blood, you have no self-existent life.”

* However, in the light of the context, the Father’s
having life in himself and the Son’s also having life
in himself appears to mean having the power to give
life to dying and dead sinners. By consulting any
standard Greek dictionary, such as ILiddell and
Scott’s (Greek-English) or John G. Schneider’s
(Greek-German), you will find that in the Greek text
of the Bible the word which Jesus used (zo eé)
stands in some cases for “a living, that is, means of
life”. Hence, in harmony with the argument Jesus is
making about resurrecting and giving others life, he
said: ‘As the Father has in himself the means of life
for condemned sinners, so he has granted his Son to
have in himself the means of life for such sinners.’
In agreement with this line of argument the 1944
translation by the Roman Catholic monsignor,
Ronald A. Knox, renders John 5: 25, 26 as follows:
“Believe me, the time is coming, nay, has already
come, when the dead will listen to the voice of the
Son of God, and those who listen to it will live. As
the Father has within him the gift of life, so he has
granted to the Son that he too should have within
him the gift of life.”

# Other secriptures agree with this, to show that
God’s gift of life to sinners is by his Son Jesus
Christ. For example, Romans 6:23, which reads:
“Sin’s wage is death, but God’s gift is life eternal in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Moffatt) Jesus himself
said: “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live [that is, by a resurrection]: and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” Also:
“This is life eternal, that they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast
sent.”. (John 11:25, 26 and 17:3) To illustrate that

27. What other scriptures agree with this understanding?
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the means of life was like life-sustaining bread and
that the imparting of life to sinners included the
resurrecting of the dead, Jesus compared himself
to heavenly manna and said: “For the bread of God
is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth
life unto the world. For I came down from heaven,
not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent
me. And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And
this is the will of him that sent me, that every one
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have
everlasting lifé: and I will raise him up at the last
day.”—John 6: 33, 38-40.

** Then, to show that faith in his sacrifice of flesh
and blood was necessary and that spiritual Israelites
must exercise such faith in order to live with him and
to dispense the blessings of life to others, Jesus
farther said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh,
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will
raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and
I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I
live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he
shall live by me. This is that bread which came down
from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and
are dead: he that eateth of this bread shall live for
ever.” (John 6:53-58) From all this it is clear that
the heavenly Father has the means or gift of life for
his repentant creatures upon earth. The privilege
of being the means of giving life to human sinners
(od bestows upon his Son. Hence as God the Father
raises those already dead in the graves, so his Son
does also. (John 5:21) This giving of life to crea-
tures by the Son is very different from the Son’s
activity in heaven when he created all other crea-
tures in the universe, including the perfect man and
woman, Adam and Eve on earth, Such creatures had
never existed before. When created, they were sin-
less creatures, in original perfection as God’s handi-
work by his Son. But as for giving life to sinful,
dying mankind Jesus could not do this life-giving
work until God authorized him to do so by his
ransom sacrifice.

28, How does this differ from giving life at creation?

PRESERVATION OF IDENTITY IN THE RESURRECTION

LL the foregoing discussion in accord with
the inspired Bible argues against the demon-
inspired theory of the immortality of the
human soul and against the doctrine dependent upon

1. Why 1is resurrection by a transmigration impossible?

it, namely, the transmigration of the human soul. It
wholly rules out a resurrection of the dead by any-
thing like a transmigration of the soul. There is abso-
lutely nothing left alive of the dead to transmigrate,
and that is why the apostle Paul said they would
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totally perish, were it not for God’s raising of the
dead on the basis of his resurrecting of Jesus: “For
if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: and
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are
yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished.” (1 Cor. 15:16-18) So
the resurrection could never be dependent upon some
immortal seed, some surviving germ, from the dead
to be transplanted to a woman’s womb and combined
with a child to be born, thus to restore the dead to
life.—See page 118, 117.

? Resurrection is a restoration to life of the non-
existent dead. Hence it is a miracle only the Omnipo-
tent God could accomplish, and there is no profit in
speculating about it fruitlessly. The resurrection is
dependent upon God’s marvelous power through
Christ and upon His memory of the dead. By the life
each individual has lived and by the thoughts he has
thought, he has built up a living pattern which repre-
sents himself. It is what he is, regardless of the
creative material of his body. Triplets may have the
same kind of human body and yet each one produces
an altogether different life pattern. God’s Word
names the breathing, living, sentient human ereature
in its entirety a “living soul”. This name soul applies
to the creature, from the first man onward, for
Genesis 2: 7 says: “And the Lord God formed man
of the slime of the earth: and breathed into his face
the breath of life, and man became a living soul.”
(Douay) Consequently when man sinned and died,
the human living soul died; and there was nothing
that carried over alive from such dead creature.

® This requires God in the resurrection of the dead
to recreate the soul. He can easily create souls. But
what will make the souls he creates on resurrection
day by Christ the souls that once died and went to
the grave? It is this: Each one of such souls before
death developed a life-pattern, resulting in certain
habits, leanings, mental abilities, memories, and his-
tory. In view of the ransom sacrifice of his High
Priest Christ Jesus, Jehovah God remembers that
life pattern of each one in the grave, and he will
reproduce it exactly in the soul he creates. Thus he
will resurrect the dead. Concerning his ability to
remember and to reproduce a previous work, we
read Job’s words of appeal to God: “O that thou
wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest
keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thoun
wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me!
If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my
appointed time will I wait, till my change come. Thou
shalt call, and I will answer thee: thou wilt have a
desire to the work of thine hands.” (Job 14:13-15)
Thus God by Christ Jesus will not be creating any
NEw human creatures, in violation of his great rest

2, 3. (a) In the resurrectlon what s recreated? (b) How will such
ones be the same as the people once dead, and not new creations?
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day since Adam’s creation. No; but he will be repro-
ducing the souls that have died and for whom Christ
provided a ransom. He will lift them out of the pit
of death without violating his great 7,000-year-long
Sabbath day, just as his law to the Jews made it
perfectly proper to show mercy and lift out an
animal that had fallen into a pit on the sabbath day.
—Matt, 12: 11, 12.

¢ Since the dead are lifeless and unconscious, it
follows that their dying thought or last conscious
observation or utterance will connect up with the
opening thought at awakening from death. So they
will know themselves and recall their past living.
Call to mind Jesus’ own memory on his resurrection
day as he talked with his astonished disciples and
went over the things of his past life on earth in
fulfillment of Bible prophecy. (Luke 24:25-47) So
the dead will come forth from the graves, which are
memorial places, places whose occupants will be
remembered by God and his Son. Jesus said: “The
hour cometh, wherein all that are in the graves shall
hear the voice of the Son of God. And they that have
done good things, shall come forth unto the resurrec-
tion of life; but they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of judgment.” (John §:28, 29, Douay)
Jesus’ revelation to the apostle John also says: “And
the sea gave up the dead that were in it; and death
and Hades [the grave, of mankind in general} gave
up the dead that were in them: and they were judged
every man according to their works.” (Rev. 20:13,
Am.Stan.Ver.) But if the dead are unconscious in
non-existence, how will they hear the voice of God’s
Son calling them? In the same way that Lazarus
heard when Jesus stood before his tomb in which
he had lain dead for four days and said to him:
“Lazarus, come forth.” Lazarus responded to the
call, awakening from his dead unconsciousness.
(John 11:43, 44) Yes, they will respond in the same
way that Jesus himself did, when, on the third day
of his death, his Father called him back to life, in
this way not leaving Jesus’ soul in hell or Hades.
—Ps. 16:10; Acts 2:27-32,

®In Jesus’ case we have illustrated how it is not
necessary for a dead person to have identically the
same body at his resurrection in order to be the same
person. When Jesus was a man on earth and was
anointed with God’s holy spirit, he certainly did not
have the same body that he had when he was up in
heaven. To become man, he “emptied himself, taking
the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of
men”. (Phil. 2:5-7, 4m. Stan. Ver.) And yet he was
the original only begotten Son of God. At his resur-
rection he was “made alive in the spirit”, not in the
flesh which he gave in sacrifice for the life of man-

4. How will the resurrectlon lite connect up with the previous?

5, 6. {a) How did Jesus'’ human birth show no need of the same
body for Ildentity? (b) How did hls resurrection show It also?
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kind. (1 Pet. 3:18, Am. Sian. Ver. and Douay) This
followed the rule stated at 1 Corinthians 15: 44: “It
is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.”
All the same he was truly Jesus, because God had
reproduced his matchless individuality and person-
ality in the new incorruptible spiritual body with
which God glorified him in the resurrection.

* But if resurrection required all or even some part
of the former body to be carried over to the person
when resurrected, then Jesus in his spirit body is not
the same Jesus. Nor are we to think he was the same
Jesus by having his flesh-and-blood body revivified
and then spiritualized so that he could disappear and
ascend to (God’s presence in heaven. That would
mean that human corruption would inherit incorrup-
tion. But 1 Corinthians 15:50 strictly declares:
“F'lesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.” Jeho-
vah God knew and remembered his beloved Son better
than anyone else. So, by his all-accomplishing power
he resurrected him by reproducing him accurately,
clothing him upon with immortality and incorruption
in the spirit realm. In this way, “the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit.” As such, he gives life,
not only to his church, “the body of Christ,” but also
to all other believers of mankind.—1 Cor. 15:45,
Am.Stan. Ver.

"It is written: “The first man is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.”
(1 Cor. 15:47) Hence all of Adam’s offspring were
of the earth, earthy, of the same earth as that from
which he was originally made. In this respect earth
may be spoken of as the mother of the human race,
in that she provided the human body from her womb.
This was doubtless what Job in his affliction meant
by saying: “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb,
and naked shall I return thither.” (Job 1:21) From
the womb of this same earth-mother, which first
mothered Adam, God creates the human hodies of
mankind whom he resurrects, to match the personal-
ities or individualities they had when they died and
which God reproduces with perfeet faithfulness.
They will be resurrected only because such souls
“died in Adam” and have been redeemed by Jesus
Christ, “the last Adam.” As it is written regarding
the church: “As in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. For since by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection of the dead.”
(1 Cor. 15: 21, 22) Thus the natural tie that they had
with Adam in this sinful, imperfect life counts in
behalf of their being raised from the dead, inasmuch
as Jesus Christ died for only Adam’s offspring, to
become their “everlasting Father”.—Isa. 9:86.

® Today there is a “great multitude” of persons
seeking Jehovah and meekness and righteousness,

How are the ones resurrected tled In with the first Adam?
8 How will Armageddon survivors be tled to Adam, but relieved?

e WATCHTOWER.

Broorryx, N.Y.

in response to his command at Zephaniah 2:1-3.
These consecrated persons of good-will may be “hid”
during the day of Jehovah’s anger. Being “hid”, they
may survive the battle of Armageddon in which this
wicked world will end. Passing thus alive from the
old world into the righteous new world, they will
continue to be of the original flesh and blood that
they inherited from Adam. But by the curative,
reconstructive power of God’s kingdom these Arma-
geddon survivors will be progressively relieved of
the sinfulness, weaknesses and imperfections inher-
ited from Adam and Eve. Eventually they will be
brought to human perfection, to serve God forever
in their earthly paradise. They will be on hand here
on earth to welecome back the dead and to assist them
materially and educationally when God by Jesus
Christ resurrects the earthly dead. What an inde-
scribable time of joy and privilege that will be!

PASSING FROM DEATH TO LIFE NOW

® As to the resurrection of all the faithful members
of the true church, “the body of Christ,” these expect
the fulfillment of the divine promise: “It is sown a
natural body [because of descent from Adam]; it
is raised a spiritual body.” But we must not overlook
the raising from a dead condition to a new life which
these experience here and now on earth. Jesus called
attention to this when he said: “I tell you, whoever
listens to my message and believes him who has sent
me, possesses eternal life, and will not come to judg-
ment, but has already passed out of death into life.
I tell you, the time is coming—it is here already —
when those who are dead will listen to the voice of
the Son of God, and those who listen to it will live.”
—John 5:24,25, An Amer. Trans.

* Who are those dead who during this present evil
world listen to the voice of God’s Son and now pass
from death across to life? It is the Christians whom
the living God begets with his spirit to be his spirit-
ual sons. Back in Jesus’ days on earth they were the
Jewish disciples who literally heard his voice preach-
ing the gospel of life. Like all others of mankind,
those Jews were dead through trespasses and sins
against God. (Eph. 2:1) Moreover, as Jews under
the Mosaic law, they were condemned by that law and
were under a curse. But believing in the message of
God’s Son and accepting the benefits of his ransom
sacrifice, they were justified by God’s grace and were
brought out of this condemned and cursed condition.
They were given God’s spirit as a counterforce to
the sinful tendencies of their bodies. This corre-
sponded to a spiritual resurrection in their case, and
in this view the apostle Paul speaks of it to the
Christians at Ephesus, saying: “We also all once
lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of

9. How did Jesus speak of a figuratlve resurrection now?
10. How did this take place with Jesus' disciples, as Paul shows?
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the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature chil-
dren of wrath, even as the rest:—but God, being
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved
us, even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace have
ye been saved), and raised us up with him, and made
us to sit with him in the heavenly places, in Christ
Jesus.”—Eph. 2:3-6, Am.Stan. Ver,

11 The apostle Peter tells the Christians who are
now alive from the dead that they should show that
this is so by leading a changed life, a life no longer
like that of the nations dead in trespasses and sins.
“For unto this end,” says Peter, “was the gospel
preached even to the dead, that they might be judged
indeed according to men in the flesh, but live accord-
ing to God in the spirit.” (1 Pet. 4:1-6, Am. Stan.
Ver.) What should we care about the judgment of
the nations who pass judgment upon us as though
we were still men like themselves? In our spirit, in
our purposes and endeavors, we will live with the
alm of pleasing and serving God. If we are such
Christians, then the words of Paul are very fitting
to us: “Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto

11. What do Peter and Paul tell such ones now ‘‘alive from the dead’'?
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God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.”
—Rom. 6:11-13.

12“Alive unto God,” and “alive from the dead”,
yes, that we are, if we are conducting ourselves now
by faith and in obedience to God. What if the world
does hate us? Our trune Christian brethren love us,
and we love them. “We know,” says the apostle John,
“that we have passed from death unto life, because
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a
murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter-
nal life abiding in him.” (1 John 3: 13-15) If we thus
live now as “new creatures” in relation to Christ we
shall not come into a judgment against us, but we
shall have the “resurrection of life”, to union with
him in the heavenly kingdom.

** Now, too, a “great multitude” of persons of
good-will hear his voice, his life-giving message, and
by reason of responding to it their feet have been
turned into the way of life in the new world. Their
continuing to heed it and tell it out to others guar-
antees that they too will not come into condemnation
or adverse judgment now or at the battle of Arma-
geddon. Hence they will be carried alive through the
world’s end into the new world with the possibilities
of eternal life for the living and with resurrection
for the dead.

What does John say shows we have passed across to life?
13 Who else are now walking in the way of life?

DEMON PRACTICES

HE prophetic spirit of God was not wrong when it

predicted that in later times many who professed to

be Christians would fall away from the truth and
take up doctrines which kave the malignant invisible demons
as their source. Under inspiration of God’s spirit the apostle
Paul wrote: “But the spirit saith expressly, that in later
times some shall fall away from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through the hypoe-
risy of men that speak lies, branded in their own conscience
as with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding
to abstain from meats, which God created to be received
with thanksgiving by them that believe and kmow the
truth.” (1 Tim. 4:1-3, Am.Stan. Ver.) For this reason,
during the centuries of the Christian era, systems of religion
that would be built up would adopt the name Christian
but would in reality be practicers of demon religion.

The Holy Scriptures speak of Satan the Devil as “the
prince of the demons”, and demon religion is in fact the
product of Satan. (Matt. 12: 24, Am. Stan. Ver.) It has been
used by Satan and the other demons to debauch the human
race and to defame the worthy name of Almighty God. It
has been and is the most subtle instrument to deceive and
to bring about the destruction of men and of nations, yes,
including Christendom. Now, if Jehovah God in his written
Word makes known that it is his purpose to destroy the

Devil at a set time, it is reasonable to conelude that God
will also destroy everything that the Devil and his associate
demons have used and are using to defame Jehovah’s name
and to entrap mankind. This will be a surprise to many, who
will be inclined to ask: Are not Satan the Devil and his
associate demons to continue existing forever so as to be
in charge of a fiery hell of everlasting torment for the souls
of dead wicked persons? Do you actually mean to say that
they will be destroyed? The Holy Seriptures answer in no
uncertain terms. At the time that a beautiful spirit ereature
yielded to selfish ambition and made himself Satan or
Opposer of God and wickedly challenged Jehovah God’s
universal sovereignty, at that very time the judgment of
destruction was entered by Jehovah God against this newly
arisen Satan the Devil. This judgment is recorded in God’s
Word from its first book, Genesis, clear on through to its
last book, Revelation. God gave his Opposer to understand
that he would permit him to remain for a certain time and
thus give him an opportunity to prove his wicked challenge.
Then in due time Almighty God would exercise his supreme
power against Satan the Devil and destroy him.

Thus for millenninms that wicked one and his associate
demons have taken advantage of the time and have put
forth every possible effort to support the ungodly challenge,
and their inability to back up the challenge has been fuily
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and completely established. The time is therefore at hand
for the execution of the judgment against the wicked invisi-
ble spirits, and this Satan the Devil well knows. At Reve-
lation 12:12, which applies since A.D. 1914, it is written:
“He knoweth that he hath but a short time.” At Hebrews
2:14 it is plainly stated that the Son of God came to earth
as a man and died a martyr’s death that he might bring
to nothing and destroy the death-dealing Devil. As to the
wicked demons under him, the judgment of death is written
against them in these words: “And the angels which kept
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the
judgment of the great day.” (Jude 6) All the demons,
including Satan their prinece, are incorrigibly wicked, and
hence they are included under God’s promise: “Jehovah
preserveth all them that love him; but all the wickep will
he destroy.” (Ps. 145:20, Am. Stan. Ver.) The execution of
the wicked will take place at the battle of Armageddon, that
final world conflict called the “battle of that great day of
God the Almighty”.—See Revelation 16:14-16 and 19:11
to 20:3.

All the nations, including the so-called “Christian na-
tions” of the West, have fallen under the control of Satan
the Devil and will likewise be destroyed. The Bible word
“hell” stands for the grave in an all-inclusive sense, and of
the destruction of entire nations we read: “The wicked shall
be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”
(Ps. 9:17) Today every nation on the earth is against
Jehovah God and his Government, that is, The Kingdom,
for whieh the Son of God taught his faithful followers to
pray to Jehovah God: “Our Father in heaven, your name
be revered! Your kingdom come! Your will be done on
earth as it is done in heaven!” (Matt. 6:9, 10, An Amer.
Trans.) This same Son of God, when on earth, also said:
“He that is not with me is against me; and he that gath-
ereth not with me scattereth abroad.” (Matt. 12:30) All
nations, including those of Christendom, practice demon
religion in defiance of Jehovah God and his kingdom. We
say “including those of Christendom’ because she pretends
to serve God, but does so hypoeritically, drawing near to
him only with a form of words but not in fact nor in
Seriptural truth. In proof of this it is significant that it
is inside of Christendom that atheistic communism has
arisen in recent centuries.

‘When the Israelites of old fell away from the pure
worship of Jehovah God they could not do otherwise than
come under the influence and power of the demons, God’s
invisible adversaries. The Bible account of the earthly life
of Jesus Christ shows this was the case in Israel even in
his day. Persons who readily yield to the demon influence
are shown to be the emotional religious practitioners. These
are easy victims of the demons and are therefore kept in
blindness to Bible truth. The demons besiege or obsess the
mind and this way gain possession or control of the religion-
ists, causing such creatures to indulge in many unreasonable
things, such as to run wild and shriek, inflict self-torture,
and otherwise pollute themselves with forms of umclean-
ness. In proof of this pick up your Bible and read what it
says as taking place in Israel, at Psalm 106:37, 38; and
Jeremiah 7:31 and 19:5; and Matthew 8:28, 29 and
17:15; and Mark 5:2.5 and Luke 8:27.36.
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Another method of the demons is to vex and enslave
their vietims so that the poor human creatures have no
eontrol over themselves or their actions. Accounts of cases
of this kind are given us at Matthew 4:24 and 8:16 and
15:22; and Mark 1:32; and Luke 6:18; and Aects 5: 16.
There is reported, at Luke 8:2, a case of where seven
demons possessed an unfortunate woman. This must have
caused great mental distraction and confusion within her.
You may not be inclined to believe it, but the demons have
such power that they can paralyze human creatures and
cause dumbness and other physical disabilities. For proof
of this we cite you to Matthew 9: 32, 33 and Luke 9: 38-42
and 11:14. They have power to cause humans to lose the
power of sight and of hearing as well as speech. And as
for holding a poor human for a long peried of time in a
bowed or bent condition of body, without ability to straight-
en up, they have power to do that, too. See Matthew 12:22
and Luke 13:11-16,

The prophecy said that so-called Christians would later
be “giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
demons”; and so it is that religionists who believe their
dead friends are not actually dead but are consciously alive
in a flery “purgatory” of soul torment are the victims of
demon influence and power. Why? Because God’s Word
shows beyond contradiction that the dead are out of exist-
ence, and so unconscious to pain or pleasure. (Eccl. 9: 5, 6;
Ps. 115:17; ete.) Victims of demons, being under the influ-
ence of demon religion, often hear voices unheard by normal
persons. Such voices they are made to believe are those of
persons who have long been dead. But these voices are, in
fact, the voices of unseen demons impersonating those who
have died and doing so for the purpose of deceiving humans
who are alive. A striking instance of this is the case of
‘the witch of Endor at the time that King Saul of Israel
disobeyed Jehovah God and visited her for predictions about
the future. See 1 Samuel 28: 7-15.

CONFINEMENT IN PRISONS AND CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Many inhuman practices among men have originated with
the demons, for instance, imprisonment and torture. Such
things are carried on only by those who have yielded to the
Devil or demon religion. In confirmation of this, the first
recorded instance of torture to be found in the Bible is
assigned to the “prince of the demons”, and it shows that
he used religionists fo inflict the torture, namely, upon a
man of God by the name of Job. The Seriptures show that
the Devil and his associate demons brought about first the
destruction of Job’s children and his property, and then
caused his wife to add to his torment, and finally had three
religionists come and indulge in a long tormenting harangue
of the suffering man. All this was done for the purpose of
turning Job away from Jehovah God and causing him to
be destroyed as unfaithful to God. But the Devil’s purpose
in such torment failed against the integrity of patient Job.
—Job, chapters 1-3.

Persons who yield to demon influence soon find pleasure
in torturing other human creatures, and particularly tor-
turing those who boldly give testimony to Jehovah’s name
and kingdom. In this regard we simply have to remind
Watchtower readers of the many fiendish acts of abuse,
torment and injustice heaped upon the inoffensive witnesses
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of Jehovah by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy and their
allies, the Nazis, Fascists and other religious totalitarian
groups, as well as the Greek Orthodox clergy in Eastern
Europe. Prisons, labor camps, and the ghoulish concentra-
tion camps have become places of torture of Jehovah’s wit-
nesses and others, notably since the late Hitler seized control
in Germany in 1933 and signed a concordat with the pope
of Vatican City. All of such imprisonment and torture by
humans results from the influence and power of the demons
exercised over people by the practicers of demon religion.

God’s law given to his ancient people by the hand of
Moses made no provision for inflicting punishment upon
creatures by imprisonment or concentration eamps of tor-
ture. The first mention of such places of restraint and tor-
ment to be made in the Bible is attributed to the demon-
worshiping Egyptians, in connection with God’s innocent
servant, Joseph, who was framed by a designing Egyptian
woman. Egypt held many captives in the “dungeon” or
“house of the pit”. (Gen. 40:15 and 41: 14; Ps. 105: 17, 18;
Ex. 12:29, margin) Since such things went along with
demon-worship, it is plain that such means of imprisonment
and torture originated with Satan, “the prince of the
demons,” and doubtless the “spirits in prison” mentioned
at 1 Peter 3:19, 20 are disobedient angels that are so held
by Satan and his invisible demon organization.—Gen. 6: 1-8.

The Philistines on the Mediterranean seacoast worshiped
demons, and these were the ones that pit Jehovah’s servant
Samson in prison and forced him to indulge in heavy labor.
(Judg. 16:21-25) When ten of the-twelve tribes of Israel
turned unfaithful and fell away from God by reason of
copying their demon-worshiping neighbors, they became the
victims of demons and thereafter followed the Devil's lead
by setting up and maintaining prisons in which to confine
Jehovah’s faithful prophets and servants. (1 Ki. 22: 26, 27)
Even the rest of Israel as incorporated in the kingdom of
Judah began adopting this practice. Hence we read of the
Judean king Asa, after he became unfaithful and took up
demon-worship: “Asa was wroth with .the seer [a prophet
who acted as a witness of Jehovah], and put him in a prison
house {a house of torture, as Young’s translation puts it];
for he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And
Asa oppressed some of the people the same time.”—2 Chron.
16:10.

True to form, the demon-worshiping king of Assyria over-
powered the king of Israel and put him in state’s prison.
(2 Ki. 17:4) Yes, the demon-worshiping enemies dis-
tinguished themselves by gathering God’s people into the
pit and dungeon. Hence the ruler of the dominant world
power Babylon imprisoned the Jews and put them on striet
prison fare. (Isa. 24:22, margin; Zech. 9:11; 2 Ki. 25:27-
30) Zedekiah, the unfaithful, demon-religious king of
Judah, imitated the heathen and maintained torture places
or “stocks” in Jerusalem and in these places the prophet
Jeremiah was held in prison. (Jer. 20: 2, 3) Why, this same
demon-worshiping king of Judah had this faithful prophet
of God thrown into a filthy, miry pit, but from which God
caused him to be rescued.—Jer. 37:16 and 38:6-13.

Even Christ Jesus, the holy and innocent one, was, at the
instance of religionists, put temporarily in prison, tortured
and disgraced. (Isa, 53:8) So the practicers of the “Jewy’
religion” in apostolic times maintained prisons and com-
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mitted Christ’s disciples to such prisons and places of
torture. (Acts 5:17-25; 8:3; 22: 4, 19; 26:10) It was to
please such Jewish religionists that King Herod Agrippa 1
had the apostle Peter imprisoned, chained between two
prison guards.—Acts 12:6, 7.

Political states that practice forms of totalitarianism are
under the control of demons and practice their ideclogy.
Hence, as in times of old, Jehovah’s witnesses of today have
suffered great indignities, including imprisonment and tor-
ture in many lands. Examples of such punishment and
imprisonment of Jehovah’s witnesses have been found in
these last two decades right here in the United States,
including New Jersey, and up north in Quebec province,
Canada, as well as in Germany, Greece, and like places.

Practicers of demon religion exalt the political state today
even as they did in times past, when the politicians and
demon religionists acted together to punish Jehovah’s
faithful servants like Daniel’s three companions, Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego. (Dan. 3: 8-27) Today the demon-
religionists, particularly the Roman Catholic Hierarchy
and Greek Orthodox clergy, induce political lawmaking and
law-enforeing bodies in various lands to inaugurate certain
requirements of their ecitizens which true ¢onscientious
Christians cannot obey and at the same time hold true to
God. It may be that sueh religious, political rulers utter
the prayer that Jesus taught in the sermon on the mount
to pray concerning God’s kingdom, yet not one of them does
so sincerely and consistently, for they persecute those who
faithfully preach that kingdom, and by their political ambi-
tions they show they have no sincere desire to have such
prayer answered. They are blindly in the dark as to God’s
purpose, and so yield to the influence and power of demons.

Now in these last days just before the battle of Arma-
geddon, Almighty God is putting these truths plainly before
the people. He is doing this as a warning to them. All
persons now hearing the warning message will show by their
course of action henceforth the side they are on. The Son
of God now reigning is separating the people of good-will,
his sheep, from the demon-controlled people, the goats. All
those who will hear the warning and heed it will flee from
demon religion to the place of safety under Jehovah’s Theo-
cratic organization. All those who refuse to hear and obey
will find the same fate as that of the Devil and his wicked
angels.—Matt. 25:31-46 and 24:16.

Cleverly disguised demon-religion is a snare and a racket,
taking its source with Satan the Devil, the leader of the
demons, and is forced upon the people by demons and
religions leaders. It is the snare of the Devil in which to
catch people wholesale. It is the racket of false religious
leaders to rob the misguided people. All the practicers of
demon-religion will find no place of safety or escape during
the battle of Armageddon. The seripture distinctly says that
“they shall not escape”. (1 Thess. 5:3) The only place of
protection and safety is for those who put their trust
entirely in God and in Christ his reigning King. All who
would find the place of safety remember the proverb:
“Whoso putteth his trust in Jehovah shall be safe.” (Prov.
29:25, Am. Stan. Ver.) They faithfully study and practice
the Bible teachings so as to put up spiritual armor against
the demons, as advised by the apostle who writes: “Put on
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the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh
and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,
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against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-
ual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places””—Eph.
6:11, 12, Am. Sian. Ver.

JEREMIAH, FAITHFUL PROPHET TO FAITHLESS NATIONS

¢6 EFORE I formed you in the womb I knew you, and

before you were born I set you apart, I appointed

you a prophet to the nations.” Both startled and
staggered by the solemn words and the load of responsibility
they carried, young Jeremiah’s response feelingly burst
from his lips: “Ah, Lord Gop! I cannot speak; for I am only
a youth.” Perhaps others think mature age a must for God’s
ministers. Let them listen to Jehovah’s reply to Jeremiah:
“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send
you shall you go, and all that I ecommand you shall you
speak. . .. See! I put my words in your mouth; this day I
give you authority over the nations and kingdoms, to root
up and to pull down, to wreck and to ruin, to build and to
plant. ... I make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar,
and a bronze wall, against the whole land—the kings of
Judah, its princes and priests, and its common people. They
shall fight against you, but they shall not overcome you; for
I am with you to deliver you.”—Jer. 1:5-10, 18, 19, An
Amer. Trans.

Jeremiah quickly proved that his first words of protest
were no excuse to cover over any lazy lack of zeal. In that
same year of 647 B.C. this youthful son of Hilkiah, a priest
at Anathoth, started passing on the words (God put into his
mouth. Undismayed by the kings, princes, priests and com-
mon people that ganged up on him, the prophet’s fiery
denunciations and warning cries rang out in the streets of
Judah and Jerusalem. For forty years prior to Jerusalem’s
fall he plugged away at his commission to root up and pull
down, wreck and ruin the false religious practices of faith-
less backsliders; but at the same time he did not forget to
build and plant as he told of a return to God’s favor.
During the reigns of Josiah, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoia-
chin and Zedekiah, the prophet exalted Jehovah as God
above all. (Jer. 1:1-3) “Jeremiah” means “Jah is high”.

But Jehovah was not exalted by Judah’s populace. Two
evils stand out: they have forsaken Jehovah the fountain
of living waters; they have hewn out their own cisterns,
leaky, broken cisterns. The nation planted a noble vine has
turned degenerate. Innocent blood stains pious religious
skirts. Priests and prophets prattle about God, but are
falsifiers and deceivers, extortioners and judgment-pervert-
ers. The people? They love to have it so. Moreover, because
of lip-service to God the hypocrites brazenly brag: “We
are delivered to do all these abominations.”

Delivered? Yes, to fall by sword and famine and pesti-
lence! Jeremiah warns against the breathless idols of wood
and stone, warns against the wishful thinkers that chant
“Peace, peace; when there is no peace”, warns of the
calamitous destruction sure to come. Why, as a potter
shatters a useless vessel Jehovah will break Judah and
Jerusalem. But Judah’s evil ways are as unchangeable as
the tawny leopard’s spots. Their hatred boils over against
this calamity-howling Jeremiah. His fellow townsmen in
Anathoth threaten his life, his own brethren of his father’s

house form a mob against him, and Pashur the temple
governor beats the prophet and clamps him in stocks. So
discouraged is the persecuted prophet that he momentarily
determines to speak no more in Jehovah’s name, but fiery
zeal soon consumes that thought: “His word was in mine
heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was
weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.”—Jeremiah
chapters 2 to 20.

But during this first eighteen years of his prophesying
Jeremiah had one comforting association, and that was with
King Josiah. The prophet had been preaching for five years
when Josiah found the book of the law in the temple, and
doubtless he eco-operated with the king in suppressing
demonism. Baal-worship was banned, idols destroyed, false
priests put down, and even Tophet in the valley of Hinnom
where parents burned children to Molech was defiled. But
the reformation was from foree rather than from the hearts
of the people, for upon Josiah’s death the idolatrous rites
were reborn. And with the return of demon religion ecame
renewed persecution of Jeremiah.—2 Ki. 22: 8-10; 23: 1-25.

Jeremiah stationed himself in the court of the temple
and called upon the people to amend their ways and obey
God’s words sounded through his faithful prophets, that
Jehovah might turn from his pronouncement to destroy
Jerusalem. Stung by the truths of Jeremiah’s words, the
religious leaders roused the rabble intc mobs and sought
the prophet’s life. A trial was held; the priests and prophets
pushed charges of sedition, demanded the death penalty;
Jeremiah made his defense as God’s prophet and warned
against their bringing his innocent blood upon the nation,
saying: “Know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death,
ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and
upon this eity, and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a
truth the Lorp hath sent me unto you to speak all these
words in your ears.” The pointed words must have pricked
more than one conscience, for the verdiet addressed to the
priests and false prophets by the princes and people was:
“This man is not worthy to die.”—Jeremiah 26.

In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim Jeremizh looses a
prophetic blast that shakes not only faithless Judah but
also faithless nations round about. The gist of it is that for
twenty-three years Jeremish has risen early and spoken
faithfully, warning to turn from evil ways, to go not after
false gods, to cease provoking God’s wrath. But because the
backsliding nation of Judah did not hearken, it will go
captive to Babylon and Jerusalem will be desolated seventy
years. The wine cup of God’s fury will go to other nations,
and they shall certainly drink thereof. Even mighty Babylon
will topple to perpetual desolation. The slain will litter the
earth from end to end. (Jeremiah 25) It was in this same
year that Jehovah commanded Jeremiah to have written in
a roll all his prophecies of the past twenty-three years, and
this was accomplished through the assistance of Baruch as
seeretary. When Baruch later read this seroll publicly it was
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taken from him, read to King Jehoiakim, who burned it. But
his book-burning fails to snuff out the message: Jeremiah
dictates another roll, which contains the same prophecies
and more.—Jeremiah 36.

It was during Jehoiakim’s reign that control of Judah
passed from Egypt to Babylon. In 625 B.C. Nebuchad-
nezzar overthrew Assyria’s capital Nineveh and smashed
the Egyptian army at the battle of Carchemish at the
Euphrates river. Jehoiakim later rebelled against Nebuchad-
nezzar, failed, died, and while his successor Jehoiachin
reigned the city fell to the Babylon monarch and many
thousands of important and essential Israelites were taken
captive to Babylon, including Jehoiachin, in 618 B.C.
Zedekiah, Judah’s last king, was placed on the throne; and
it was during his reign that Judah yearned for an alliance
with Egypt to throw off the Babylon yoke.

It was in this perilous maelstrom of international intrigue
that Jeremiah had to prophesy—a message of doom to his
native land, a message that brought him hatred and seorn,
persecution and violence. But he stood faithful in the midst
of faithlessness. He made yokes of wood ‘and sent them to
foreign kings to symbolize servitude to Babylon. And when
lying Hananiah broke Jeremiah’s yoke of wood after saying
that within two years Jehovah would splinter the yoke of
Babylon from Judah’s neck, Jeremiah made a yoke of iron,
and told Hananiah that within a year he would die. In
two months the false prophet was dead. But still Zedekiah
and the princes trusted in Egypt's power to break the
Babylon shackles, and an alliance was thereafter concluded
between Judah and Egypt.—Jeremiah chaps. 27, 28; Ezek.
17:12-21.

The alliance caused the brewing ecrisis to boil over into
war. In the year 609 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar’s armies besieged
Jerusalem. Jeremiah did not enlist as an army chaplain to
work the Judean soldiers into a frenzy for slaughter, nor
did he compromise or soft-pedal the message in view of the
national emergency; he bluntly cried out to the king himself
that Judal’s weapons would be powerless against Babylon,
that the inhabitants of the city, man and beast, would be
smitten, that those not falling by sword or famine or
pestilence would go captive to Babylon. Those surrendering
to Babylon would live; otherwise, take death or captivity.
—Jer. 21:1.10; 2 Ki. 24:20; 25: 1.

At this time, when the Babylonian threat is acute,
Zedekiah and the princes and the people enter into a cove-
nant to proclaim liberty to any slaves who were Hebrews;
but when the besieging troops make a temporary withdrawal
to beat back an Egyptian rescue army the Jews violate their
covenant by re-enslaving their former servants. This fuel
fires Jeremiah into a fresh prophetic outburst against the
faithless hypoerites: “The Chaldeans shall come again,
and fight against this city, and take it, and burn it with
fire?” (Jer. 87:5-10; 34:8-21) Then, while the siege was
lifted, Jeremiah sought to make a business trip to Anathoth,
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was seized by the princes, who accused him of trying to
desert to the Chaldeans. He was heaten and cast into a
dungeon. Thence the prophet is taken before Zedekiah,
restates the message of doom against the city, points to the
only way out, and is thereafter confined to the guard-court,.
—Jer. 37:11-21.

Even in cqnfinement Jeremiah preached, despite the
mounting tension in the city due to the return of Babylon’s
besieging army. The princes wail to the king: “We beseech
thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth
the hands of the men of war that remain in this city, and
the hands of all the people.” Weak Zedekiah whines: “He
is in your hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing
against you.” Into a miry ecistern the prophet is flung to
die, but rescue from the stifling filth comes when the
Ethiopian Ebed-melech intercedes for him and raises him
from the mire. Again Jeremiah abode in the court of the
prison, and there he remained till Jerusalem {fell, in
607 B.C.—Jeremiah chapter 38.

‘With the fall of Jerusalem the commission given to
Jeremiah when he was but a youth forty years before was
about fulfilled. He did do some additional preaching. He
was set free and allowed to remain in the land with a few
of the poorest inhabitants, not going into Babylonian
captivity with the majority of the surviving Judeans. Two
months later, despite Jeremiah’s warnings, the people flee
Judah to take refuge in Egypt, and they force the prophet
to accompany them to Tahpanhes. While there he continues
to denounce the idolatries of the Jews and warns that the
Chaldean armies will even penetrate into Egypt to wreak
destruction, overthrowing Pharaoh-hophra. The manner of
his death is not known, though there is a tradition that he
was stoned by the Jews in Tahpanhes, Egypt. —Jeremiah
chapters 39-44.

Jeremiah not only faithfully spoke the words Jehovah
put into his mouth, but also recorded them. He wrote the
prophetic book that bears his name, also the book of
Lamentations that vividly recalls the horrors of the siege of
Jerusalem and bewails the calamitous ruin that is to remain
for seventy years, and there is strong evidence that points
to Jeremiah as the compiler of First and Second Kings.
Surely Jeremish was s faithful prophet to faithless and
unrepenting peoples and nations. From youth till old age
and death (the prophetic book that bears his name embraces
a period of sixty-six years), he prophesied during troublous
times, and with undismayed countenance faced his perse-
cutors and pronounced their doom from Jehovah.

Likewise Jehovah’s witnesses today foretell the immediate
future by erying out to both Christendom and Heathendom
the prophecies in God’s Word that show Jehovah’s battle
of Armageddon to be close upon this present generation.
Like Jeremiah, they are faithful to their commission to
preach to all nations. And all the worldly nations run true
to their typical forerunners, proving faithless to God and
hardened against repentance,

Jehovah is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and saveth
such as are of a contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the
righteous; but Jehovah delivereth him out of them all. Jehovah
redeemeth the soul of his servants; and noné of them that take
refuge in him shall be condemned.—Psalm 34:18, 19, 22, 4.5.V.



FIELD EXPERIENCES

RADIO STATION WEBR OFFERS REAL EDUCATION

This letter from a Harvard graduate to the Watchtower
radio station in New York city proves that the wisdom of
this world fails to satisfy, but that examination of Watch-
tower literature proves it a faithful dispenser of the satis-
fying wisdom from above.

“T graduated from Harvard University this summer and
for the first time I began reading the literature of Jehovah’s
witnesses. I became so interested that I spent the remainder
of the summer studying the Bible and your literature,
trying to find something wrong with it. I realized, as a
student of history while at Harvard, that the world has
been progressively deteriorating and that the confusion
of religion hasn’t helped any. I spent 84 years in the navy
and saw the pitiful state of humanity in foreign countries.
I also noticed the filthy practices of Catholic missionaries,
especially those I saw in China. They would come aboard
our ship, eat our good food, and then offer us ‘relaxation’
with Chinese women they knew. I wondered just what was
wrong with Christianity, that priests were so degraded.
I had suspected such when I undertock a study of the
history of the Catholic and Protestant churches. The Inqui-
gition, the Great Schism, the Thirty Years’ War, ete., all
convinced me that religion as a whole ‘stank’, to put it
brutally. Therefore I was practically an atheist till this
last summer. I am now absolutely convinced of the truth
of the Bible, the only truth as it is presented by Jehovah’s
witnesses. I have tried in vain to find a single thing wrong
with Jehovah’s witnesses and Bible truth, as opposed to
the stupid, twisted and unseriptural stand taken by religion.
I only regret that more people do not read the Watchtower
literature first and reserve judgment on Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, instead of hastily casting it aside. People are offered
perfection as opposed to their stupid existence on a very
imperfect earth today, and they brush it aside. Just how
ignorant can people get?”

PERSISTENCE IN PREACHING

The constancy of the preaching of Jehovah’s witnesses
impresses people of good-will, as is shown by the following
experience of one of Jehovah’s witnesses in Chile.

“After covering one question at one of my weekly back-
call book studies, I heard a knock on the door. A moment
later a well-dressed lady was admitted to the room. I
noticed that she glanced at "The Truth Shall Make You
Free’ book lying on the table. Somehow sensing that she
knew something about it, I explained that we were having
a Bible study. She said she had the same book. Someone
had left it with her over a year ago. She also had talked
to the witness, but she had not read any more in the book
because we believed that Mary had other children after
the birth of Jesus, and the Catholic Church teaches that
she was a virgin before and after the birth of Jesus. After
I showed her proof in the Bible of the truth on the matter
she seemed more convinced and began asking many ques-
tions. After understanding that the Bible was the Word
of God and all Bibles are the same whether Catholic or
Protestant, she began to show her lack of real faith in the
Catholic doectrines and to manifest her disgust for the for-
malism and hypoerisy in the church. Then I asked her where

she lived, as perhaps she would like a Bible study in her
own home. She told me it was only & few blocks away. I
wondered why I had not found her while preaching from
door to door; so I checked my door-to-door record as she
looked on. She asked, “What is that? I said, ‘Oh, this is
a record of what happens at each house when I preach
from door to door. She said, ‘Oh, when you were at my
door I sent the maid out to tell you that I was sick, but
that I had one of your books anyway.’ The record read:
‘Lady ill, has “Truth” book. Call again.’ She said, “Why do
you keep a record?’ I told her that I intended to call back
on her sometime and see how she liked the book. She said,
‘Oh, you people persist, persist, persist; but that is the
thing I like about you.’

“After a very pleasant discussion, with the willing assist-
ance of my regular study, who certainly gave good testi-
mony to the truth, a study was arranged for the following
week in the visitor’s own home. Now a study is held weekly.”

SHOWING NEIGHBOR LOVE IN THE NETHERLANDS

The apostle Paul said that he became all things to all
men to win them to Christ. Christian ministers today
become many different things to assist others to & knowl-
edge of the truth. Even becoming baby-sitters, as the follow-
ing experience from the Netherlands shows:

“I went out in the field service to distribute handbills
for a publie lecture. Upon my knocking at the door a woman
opened the door and in my testimony I asked her whether
she would like to come to hear a good Bible lecture on
‘Paradise Earth—Man’s Permanent Home’ She retorted,
‘What about my kids! Are you going to take care of them?¥
I said, Yes, madam, with much pleasure.’ Surprised, the
woman asked, ‘Are you in earmest? ‘Of course! If you
desire to attend this lecture that is of vital importance to
you, I will be glad to arrange that your children are taken
care of’ I proposed that on Sunday night two ladies would
come to her home on bikes and that one of them would watch
the children while the other lady would accompany her to
the lecture. After this conversation she invited me to come
in. She was Roman Catholic and wanted to know the truth.
I showed her the book ‘The Truth Shall Make You Free,
and because it had just started to rain I remained and told
her many things about the Bible, for about an hour. When
I left she reminded me of my promise. Upon meeting with
other publishers I found two sisters that were willing to
help the person of good-will. During the public lecture she
listened very attentively and after the conclusion she asked
the speaker several questions. The next day I again visited
her and started a book study. She said that she wasn’t able
to attend the Watchtower study after the lecture. I then
told her that once more I could make a similar arrangement
to give her an opportunity to attend the study in the King-
dom Hall. ‘No,’ she said, ‘I will make my own arrangements.’
The next time she came, accompanied by her four children.
Now she attends regularly, despite many difficulties. Some
moenths later on we had a circuit assembly and my person
of good-will attended it. Since I was working in the cafeteria
I could take care of her five-year-old son, because—she was
going out into the field service for the first time!”
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