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know that am Jehovah!

- Ezekiel 35:15.
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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Jraizh 54:13.

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to
everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
1ife to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his aclive agent {n creating all other things;
and that the creature Lucifer rebelied against Jehovah and raised
the issue of His unlversal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to death; that by reasop of Adam’s wrong act all men
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for
obedient men; that Ged ralsed up Christ Jesus divine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization;

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion’s children, members of Jehovuh's
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan’s uninterrupted rule, ended
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vindicate His name and establish the “new earth”;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His
next great act is to destroy Satan’'s organization and establish
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the
divine mandate to *fill the earth” with mghteous offspring, and
that the human dead in the graves will be rajsed to opportunities
of life on earth.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal i{s published for the purpose of enabling the

people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed

in the Bible. It pubiishes Bible instruction specitically
designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and ali people of good-will.
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Soclety
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It pubiishes
suitable material for rudio broadcasting and for other means
of publle instruction in the Seriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or
other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reservation
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King.
It is not dogmatiec, but invites careful and critical exawminution
of its contents In the light of the Scriptures. It does not tndulge
in controversy, and its columns are not opeun to personalities.

Notice to Subscriders: Remittances should be sent to office in your
country in compliance with regulations to guarantes safe delivery of
money. Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn froin countriex where no
oftice is located, by international money order oniy. Subscription rates in
different countries are stated below in local currency. Nolice of erpiration
(witb renewal blank) is sent at least two iasues before subscription
expires. Change of oddress when sent to our office may be expected
effective within one month. Send your oid s well as new address.

Please address the Watch Tower Soclety in every case.

Offices Yearly Subscription Rate
America (U.8.), 117 Adams 8t., Brooklyn 1, N.Y. $1.00
Australia, 11 Berestord R4., Strathfieid, N.S.IV. @s
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Translations of this journal appear in many languages.

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason of in-
firmity, poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price may
bave The Watchtower free upon written application to the publishers,
mide once each year, stating the reason for »o0 requestinyg it. We are
fslad to thus aid the beedy, but the written application once each year

required by the postal regulations.

Printed in the United States of America

Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Brooklyn, N. Y.,
under the Act of March 8, 1879,

“NATIONS’ HOPE" TESTIMONY PERIOD

How will the nations be able to set their hope now on the great
King whom God has raised up to rule the new world unless they
learn about him? This is the question that will make each already
informed person realize his responsibility during the month of
April of taking part in the “Nations’ Hope” Testimony Period
throughout that month. April brings to a close the four-month
campaign for taking 500,000 subscriptions for the Watchtower
Society's magazines 1n the 22 languages in which they are pub-
lished. Hence the special offer continues in force, namely, a year’s
subscription each for The Watchtower and Awake! together with
the premium gift of the latest bound book and booklet, to each
taker, at the subseription rate of both for $2.00. All lovers of tbeir
fellow man want the God of hope to fill as many others as possible
with the joy and peace of believing in the Kingdom hope, and
therefore we again remind all Watchtower readers of our readiness
to help any that desire to have a hand in this hope-inspiring
educational work. Let us hear from all such before this campaign
ends, and also let every participant turn in his report at the close
of the Testimony Period.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of April 24: “The Willing Burdens of the Free and Strong,”
q 1-20 inclusive, The Watchtower March 15, 1949,

Week of May 1: “The Willing Burdens of the Free and Strong,”
) 21-35 inclusive, also “Bearing Your Own Load”,
Y| 1-8 inclusive, The Watchtower March 15, 1949.

1949 DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES
That the brethren may arrange their affairs so as to attend their
district assembly, announcement is now being made of the time
and place of those assemblies for which preliminary arrangements
have been completed.

Forr WorrH, Texas: May 27-30, La Grave Field
LrrrLe Rock, ARKANSAS: June 3-5,
Robinson Memorial Auditorium,
Markham and Broadway Sts.
NEw OgBLEANR, LouisiaNa: June 3-5, San Jacinto Club
1422 Dumaine St. (For colored)
BIRMINGHAM, AvABAMA: June 10-12,
Alabama State Fairgrounds
RaveigH, NorTH CAROLINA: June 24-26,
aleigh Memorial Auditorium
DEerrorT, MICHIGAN: July 14,
Coliseum, Michigan State Fairgrounds
PorTLAND, OREGON: July 1-4, Public Auditorium
1520 Southwest Third Ave.
INplaNaPoLIS, INDIANA: July 8-10, Manufacturers Building
Indiana State Fairgrounds
S100x FaLLs, Soura Daxora: July 22-24, Coliseum
501 N. Main Ave.

The dates and places for other assemblies will be announced
as soon as the information is available. All publishers and persons
of good-will are urged to attend these assemblies. Brethren from
the Society’s headquarters will serve on the program.
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No.

THE WILLING BURDENS OF THE FREE AND STRONG

“We who are strong ought to bear the burdens that the weak make for themselves and us. We are

not to please ourselves.”—.

that mankind, weakened by imperfection and sin,

have made for him. Strongest of the strong, he is
well able to bear them, but it has meant for him to
exercise unparalleled patience, incomparable mercy
and marvelous endurance of all kinds of false accusa-
tions, taunts, and reproaches, calling for the greatest
amount of self-restraint on his part. All these bur-
dens not of his own making he has voluntarily borne
for a loving reason, namely, for the lasting good of
his human creatures. His Son, the Messiah, whom
Jehovah God promised to send as a Deliverer
of mankind, was foretold as not pleasing himself
but taking up the burden and sharing it with God
his Father. Not wanting to add to the burden of
reproach, but wanting to share in bearing it, the
Messiah is foretold as saying: “Let not them that
wait for thee be put to shame through me, O Lord
Jehovah of hosts: let not those that seek thee be
brought to dishonor through me, O God of Israel.
Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame
hath covered my face. I am become a stranger unto
my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children.
For the zeal of thy house hath eaten me up; and the
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen
upon me.” (Ps. 69:6-9, Am. Stan. Ver.) In so bearing
the burden of reproach Messiah would imitate
Jehovah God.

2 In thus bearing an unpleasant burden out of love
for God, the Messiah is a fine example for us in these
days when selfishness is supreme on earth and strong
men brush aside the weak and the pleasure-seekers
try to shift the burden off onto others rather than
restrain themselves and meet their own obligations.
The inspired writer points to Messiah’s loving
example and makes a practical application of it,
saying: “We who are strong ought to bear the bur-
dens that the weak make for themselves and us. We
are not to please ourselves; each of us must please
his neighbour, doing him good by building up his
faith. Christ certainly did not please himself, but,
as it is written, The reproackes of those who

J’EHOVAH Gtod has willingly borne all the burdens

1 How did tle Messiah imitate Jeliovalh in bearing burdens?
2, 3. How do few in Christendom imitate Messiah's fine example?
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Rom. 15:1, Moffatt.

denounced Thee have fallen upon me.~—All such
words were written of old for our imstruction.”
—Rom. 15: 1-4, Mofatt.

* Very few so-called Christians today make a real
show of any Christlike strength by not pleasing them-
selves but willingly sharing the reproaches that fall
upon Jehovah God. Even in Christendom the great
Creator has been reproached by the religious clergy
as though he were responsible for the condition in
which this world finds itself in 1949. Embittered by
the continuing of the distress of nations without
God’s answering the hypocritical prayers of the reli-
gious clergy for relief, many men reproach him as
being unable to rid mankind of their oppressive
burdens. Hence countless men and women turn away
from him as not worthy of worship. They assume
they must work out their own deliverance. They
consult the clergy, but not God’s Word, for informa-
tion and guidance and do not rely upon him, waiting
for him to work out his purpose. They put their trust
in imperfect, dying fellow creatures and so follow
human schemes and programs of relief. By this they
merely prolong or create burdens for themselves and
they blindly keep themselves in bondage to mankind’s
great oppressor, Satan the Devil, and his minions
demonic and human. Consequently the reproaching
of God by those who are in bondage increases.

‘*But are there no free people on earth today?
Yes, there are. They are a small minority. Being
free, they do not have the slavish spirit of this world
which is in bondage. Though the world with its
enslaving burdens is all around them, they do not
share its mental darkmess, its servile attitudes, and
its selfish inclinations. The bonds of servitude to the
“god of this world”, Satan the Devil, they have burst,
and they follow and imitate the Messiah, the Son of
God, who said: “Everyone who commits sin is a
slave. Now the slave does not remain in the household
for all time; the son of the house does. So, if the Son
sets you free, you will be really free.” (John 8: 34-36,
Moffatt) In devotion to the cause of freedom he died
as a martyr on a torture stake. His heavenly Father

4, 6. How 1is there a free people on earth today?
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Jehovah God accepted his precious sacrifice as the
price for freeing all those who accept him as the Son
of God and who accordingly believe in the liberating
power of his sacrifice. There is no other way to gain
freedom than by this Son of God.

® The Israelites of old tried to gain freedom and
eternal life by keeping the law delivered to them
through Moses. Obeying that law, they circumecised
all their males in the flesh. But that mark of circum-
cision was no sign of freedom. It showed they were
subject to God’s law through Moses, but that law
condemned them as sinners and under a curse rather
than as being free from sin. Not .circumeision, but
trust in-Christ Jesus as the self-sacrificing Messiah
is what now makes the free people.—Gal. 3:10-13.

FREEDOM NOT LICENSE

®* The freedom that Jehovah God gives through
Christ Jesus is not to be taken as a license to indulge
in the “deeds of the flesh”. In so-called democratic
lands there exists a freedom, but along with it there
goes an indulgence in all kinds of selfish “deeds of
the flesh”. For indulging in such a person is not
punished by law. He may quarrel, envy, hate, blas-
pheme God, practice magic or demonism, engage in
political rivalries with mudslinging, cut his neigh-
bor’s throat commercially, etc., and yet be considered
within his rights and exercising his full measure of
freedom. But in the Christian realm the indulgence
in such selfish practices of the flesh is an abuse of
liberty. They are absolutely contrary to God’s spirit.
Free the Christian is, but free to love God with all
his mind, heart, soul and strength, and to love his
neighbor as he does himself. Such love is the real
purpose of freedom. Such love is the only safe
expression of freedom. This the apostle Paul shows,
saying: “For freedom did Christ set us free: stand
fast therefore, and be not entangled again in a yoke
of bondage. For ye, brethren, were called for free-
dom; only use not your freedom for an occasion to
the flesh, but through love be servants one to another.
For the whole law [of DMoses] is fulfilled in one word,
even in this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that
ye be not consumed one of another.” (Gal. 5: 1, 13-15,
Am. Stan. Ver.) Love acts as a restraint against the
abuse of liberty. It serves as a safe guide to freedom
of action.

* This freedom with love is what differentiates the
true Christian organization from so-called “Chris-
tendom” and the “democratic world”. The demoecratic
world brags about its freedoms, but it has very little
love for God, for Christ and for man to show. Its
whole structure is built upon selfishness, and ealling
it “enlightened selfishness” does not improve it. As

6. Why do not the "“deeds of the flesh” go with Christian freedom?
7. How do Christendom’s clergy not practice freedom with love?

BroorLyw, N.Y.

for the religious clergy, in times of political cam-
paigns and elections they exhort their parishioners
to take part and to engage in all the political quarrel-
ing, bickering, vilification, ambitious rivalries,
things which lead to worldly division. Worse still, in
times of war they bless the national armies equipped
with carnal weapons, and, though on opposing sides,
they pray to the one and the same God of heaven to
help “Christians” to wound, maim and kill other
“Christians” so as to conquer them and thus main-
tain the selfish political governments of this world.
What do they care for the apostle’s warning: “But
if you bite one another and eat one another, take
care, or you will be destroyed by one another”{ (Gal.
5:15, An Amer. Trans.) It was in Christendom, both
in the First and in the Second World War, that there
were the most nations involved and the most snap-
ping and biting at one another and consequently the
most human lives were destroyed. Certainly the reli-
gious clergy who have the apostle’s words before
them and who are paid to teach, preach and live
God’s Word are responsible. But, just so long as they
have the approval of the political governments of
this world, what do they care?

* However, the true organization of consecrated
Christians will take the apostle’s warning to heart.
No one in a company of real Christians will try to
take advantage of his Christian liberty to do injury
to anyone else in the company. If we love one another
as brethren, then we will not use our freedom as an
opportunity to satisfy the selfish flesh, disregarding
the rights and everlasting interests of our brethren.
Our love will cause us to make ourselves the slaves
of others in a spiritual way. Our freedom allows us
the liberty to do so, and we do so willingly, that our
brethren may remain in God’s favor, may serve him
acceptably, and may gain eternal life in the new
world. Free we may be from the Mosaic law, because
God nailed that law fo the stake upon which his Son
Jesus Christ died, but we are still obligated to the
royal law of loye. (Col. 2:13,14 and 3:14,19) If
we keep this law of love, ther we do not have to
worry about the Mosaic law. Our love will prevent
us from doing the things the Mosaic law forbids. As
for neighbors, no one is closer neighbor to us than
our brethren within the Theocratic organization of
Jehovah, and if we love them sincerely we will do in
effect all that the Mosaic law required of the Israel-
ites to do toward their neighbor. And if we love our
close neighbors whom we have seen, we will love our
God whom we have not seen.

*How easy it is for a company of Christians to
let some selfish thing divide them and set them to
biting and snapping at one another, unmindful of the
danger of at last devouring and destroying one

8. Why ir our freedom from the law of Moses not Injurious?
9. How does a company of Clristlans get to consuming one another?
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another! It takes just some secret ambition to shine
or to have power, some jealousy of the popularity of
another, some envy of the high position and authority
of another, some fancied injury that an introverted
mind can nurse and magnify. There follow unloving
actions toward one another. We will avoid one
another, feel grudges, indulge in backbiting and cast-
ing of bad reflections upon another, and stir uwp
rivalries and party-spirit. This will lead on to open
breaks with one another and to public disputes, fault-
finding, criticisms, and wrangling, The company
becomes split over a personal issue that should be
settled privately in a quiet, Christian way according
to Jesus’ instructions. So disturbed do company
members let themselves become over this personal
matter of selfishness that they get their minds off
the united service of God. The divisive thing becomes
an obsession with them. They just cannot get their
minds off it. It sours their disposition, it colors and
distorts every thought, it disturbs their individual
calm and the peace of the company. By keeping on
in this way these fellow Christians do one another
more and more spiritual hurt, while the Devil gloats.
Beware! They are working to the spiritual destrue-
tion of one another. Likeness to God begins dis-
appearing. Resemblance of Christ begins vanishing.
Finally one-time Christians become not different
from selfish worldly people in their thoughts, actions
and methods.

* On the other hand, if we love one another, if in
love we seek to be the slaves of our brethren, then we
will not try to make ourselves selfish masters or
superiors over them. As free creatures, we will
lovingly and willingly take on burdens so as to be
of service to our brethren. Truly a big boss is not
the most vital member of a company of Christians,
but that one is who is rendering the most service.
That the most serviceable one is the most essential
one is the rule to remember everywhere, in our
Christian congregations, in missionary homes, and
in any other institution for unitedly carrying on the
proclamation of God’s kingdom today.

SPIRIT VS. FLESB

1 'While the peoples of the world fight among them-
selves socially, commercially, politically, militarily,
and religiously in such a way as to destroy one
another, the true Christians do not fight their fellow
man but carry on a continual batile inside them-
selves, All that worldly people have to guide them
as to conduct is a sense of decency, a feeling of self-
respect, differing moral standards of this world, and
a fear of punishment for breaking the law of the
land. As his guide to right conduct the Christian has
the Word of God. As a force for righteousness he has

10. How will we by love serve one another?
11, 12, Llow do Christians have a continual battle and yet keep free?
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the spirit or invisible energy of God within him.
God’s Word and his active force, these move the
Christian, and they are both against the selfish phys-
ical eravings of our bodies. The passions of the
fallen flesh are strong. No one on earth can escape
these. As a result the Christian has on his hands a
conflict between the inelinations that God’s Word
and spirit cultivate within him and the inclinations
of sinful flesh.

2 What is there to do? The apostle says: “I mean,
lead the life of the spirit; then you will never satisfy
the passions of the flesh. For the passion of the flesh
is against the spirit, and the passion of the spirit
against the flesh—the two are at issue, =0 that you
are not free to do as you please.”(Gal. 5:16, 17,
Moffatt) Not free to do as we please! How so? In
that we always have our sinful, depraved flesh with
us in this world and hence we do at times the things
we do not approve of ourselves’ doing, and the things
we want to do we find ourselves failing to do. This
makes us quite wretched at times. Being never free of
our imperfect flesh and its passions, we can never do
altogether as we should like. Henece, to maintain our
Christian freedom, we must fight to let God’s spirit
have the control of our lives. That spirit operates
by love.—Rom. 7:15-25.

** Having the Ten Commandments did not free the
Israelites from doing the selfish, sinful deeds of the
flesh. The law of Moses condemned, yes, cursed them
as sinners and showed plainly their need of deliver-
ance by Messiah’s ransom sacrifice and by the spirit
of God. First the law of Moses had to be nailed as
a canceled arrangement to the torture stake of Jesus
Christ and he had to be resurrected and to ascend
heavenward to God to apply the value of his sacrifice
for the liberation of his diseiples from the condemna-
tion of sin and its penalty, death. Then, first, the
spirit of God was poured out upon the remnant of
believing Jews at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost,
in fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel 2: 28, 29. Hence,
when the spirit of God was poured out, it came upon
those who were free, free from the law of Moses
and its curse and free from sin and its condemnation
and the bondage to the world.

" The law of Moses was given to people who were
disposed to selfish sinful eravings and passions
because of their fallen flesh. For that reason the Law
forbade such things by name. But God’s spirit works
for freedom from the physical ecravings and fleshly
passions. Since it was given to the free, to help them
to keep free, then it is true, as the apostle says: “If
you are under the sway of the spirit, you are not
under the Law. Now the deeds of the flesh are
quite obvious, such as sexual vice, impurity, sensu-
ality, idolatry, magic, qudrrels, dissension, jealousy,

13. Upon what free onea was the spirit poured out, ard free how?
14. If not under the Law, under what are they?



86 Fre WATCHTOWER

temper, rivalry, factions, party-spirit, envy, murder,
drinking bouts, revelry, and the like; I tell you
beforehand as I have told you already, that people
who indulge in such practices will never inherit the
Realm of God.”—@Gal. 5:18-21, Moffatt.

* Do you belong to a Christian congregation? Are
you a member of a missionary home or one of a group
of full-time pioneers that live and work together? Do
you work with an organized unit of publishers of
God’s kingdom ? Then by all means you must dismiss
and lock out the above-mentioned “deeds of the flesh”
from your midst, if you want to live and serve togeth-
er now as brethren and if you want to attain to life
in the new world, either in the heavenly kingdom of
God or in the earthly paradise under that kingdom.
There is no excuse for your being ignorant of what
these deeds of the flesh are and the effect they have
upon our Christian unity and our spiritual growth
toward eternal life. We cannot afford to indulge in
them, even if we do not have the Mosaic law over
us to name these works of the flesh and to forbid
them. If consecrated to God, we are no longer the
slaves of these things, and we should have no willful
inclination to do them. We have the spirit of God.
This spirit does not teach, lead or motivate a Chris-
tian to any of those fleshly works of selfishness. It
works in the opposite direction. It is more potent
in our lives than any law engraved on tablets of
stone. By his spirit or active force God inscribes his
law on our hearts, our seat of affection, to cause
us to love his law.

* How will it show itself that we are under the
sway of God’s spirit and living by it? Why, by the
fruitage or harvest thaf the spirit will produce in
our lives. It will be a harvest of things in diametric
opposition to sinful fleshly deeds. Listen: “But the
harvest of the spirit is love, joy, peace, good temper,
kindliness, generosity, fidelity, gemtlemess, self-
control :—there is no law against those who practise
such things.” No, those who are living by the spirit
are free to bring forth as large a crop of these godly
things as they can. Not even the law of Moses pro-
hibited such things. The Christians bring forth the
fruitage of the spirit, not that they are under Moses’
law forbidding the works of the flesh, but hecause
they love God and his people and the spirit of God
is an active force for righteousness in their lives.

¥ To cancel the Mosaie law with its curse, it was
nailed to the tree upon which Christ Jesus was nailed.
Now, in turn, those whom he has purchased with his
ransom sacrifice and who have God’s spirit impale
their flesh likewise on a torture stake, so to speak.
The apostle, after differentiating the deeds of the
flesh and the fruitage of the spirit, says further:

15. Why mu.t we and will we Christians debar deeds of the Sesh?
16. How will it be shown we are upnder the spirit'’s sway?
17, 18, What do thase belonging to Christ do ta the flesh, and how?

Brooxryx, N. Y.

“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its emotions and passions.” (Gal.
5:22-24, Moffait) A fleshly body, tied or nailed to
a tree as Jesus was, would surely have no freedom
of movement, not even to satisfy its barest necessities
as a sip of water or a crumb of bread. Besides being
exposed to public shame and contempt, it would be
consigned to death, condemned like a menial slave
for lawbreaking. To quote the apostle from this
same letter: “Christ redeemed us from the curse of
the law, having become a curse for us; for it is
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”
—Gal. 3:13, Am. Stan. Ver,

1 Just that way the Christians consider the deeds
of the flesh as things accursed and to be consigned
to death. And so they put it under control, in a posi-
tion like a cursed criminal made fast to a stake of
execution, that the fleshly emotions, passions and
propensities may not be able to exert themselves and
become our masters. We consider ourselves as dead
to these selfish, sinful things, and try to deaden them
in our lives. As it is written: “So put to death those
meinbers that are on earth: sexual viee, impurity,
appetite, evil desire, and lust (which is as bad as
idolatry), things that bring down God’s anger on
the sons of disobedience.” (Col. 3:5,6, Moffatt)
Hence, in place of being active in these condemned
things, we use our bodies actively in God’s service
and let his spirit be the controlling influence in our
lives to move us according to his written Word. We
cannot serve both the sinful flesh and Christ Jesus
as Lord at the same time. He was never the servant
of sin, but was Victor over it. As for us, sin claims
us for death, but Christ Jesus bought us with his
sacrifice for life. We belong to him. Since we do, then
we must serve him, not serve our flesh.

WALKING BY THE SPIRIT

** God’s spirit within us does not reduce us fo mere
mechanical ereatures, operated by an outside power
contrary to our will and requiring no effort and
decision on our part. To live by the spirit, we must
make a positive decision, to produce what are its
manifestations. God’s Word describes how his spirit
manifests itself and what its fruitage in our lives is.
His spirit inspired the writing of that Word, and if
we walk according to that Word and imitate Christ
Jesus through whom the spirit is poured out, then we
are walking according to the spirit, directed by
it. Says the apostle: “If we live by the spirit, by the
spirit let us also walk. Let us not become vainglori-
ous, provoking one another, envying one another.”
(Gal. 5: 25, 26, Am. Stan. Ver.) If we have resolutely
crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts in order
to restrain and deaden these selfish things, then we

10. In what way do we walk by the mpirit?
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must live by the spirit. That means we should not
be carousing and getting drunk and acting immorally
and behaving ourselves as the world in general does,
giving free play to the flesh and its sinful inclina-
tions. No; but walking by that spirit means produe-
ing the things which show an indwelling of God’s
holy active force, namely, expressions of love, joy,
peaceableness, long-suffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, meekness, self-control, the things we
are at perfect liberty to do.

*If we are real Christians, then we have given
ourselves to God in full consecration to do his will.
By his spirit upon his faithful prophets and apostles
he inspired the Holy Scriptures to be written, and
in harmony with our consecration to God we should
copy his Son Jesus Christ and say: “Lo, I come: in
the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight
to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my
heart.” (Ps. 40:7,8; Heb. 10:7) So, if we want to
walk by the spirit, then we must be guided by what
it caused to be written in that holy book, the Bible.
We must let that same spirit of God open up our
minds to understand the truths contained in the Bible
and which he makes clear to us through his Theo-
cratic organization. That spirit must guide us to
gatherings of fellow Christians where God’s Word
is studied and his service is discussed and arranged
for. To be plain, that spirit must guide us into the
Watchtower studies; it must take us to the regular
service meetings for instructions as to how to pro-
claim the Kingdom message to the community in
which we live. That spirit must energize us to attend
the weekly Theocratic ministry school to help us to
improve our manner of presenting the truth to others
as opportunity affords.

# As Watchiower readers consider the lives and
activities of the faithful witnesses of Jehovah, they
see the blessing of heaven upon these obedient Chris-
tians who are so diligent and active in the work God
has commanded for our day. When we read the 1949
Yearbook of Jehovalh's witnesses and peruse the
accounts of their work in 96 lands, we are fairly
stirred at the record of each land, showing the
progress of the witness work there and the expansion
of the pure worship of the living and true God there.
We are constrained to say of his witnesses there:
“The spirit of God is upon those brethren.” That is
right. But that same spirit is able to operate upon
us too. It will assist us to do as mighty a work in
our territory as it is doing with those brethren in
their territories. What we need is to yield ourselves
willingly and trustfully to the Almighty and let his
spirit work upon us and through us as we obey the
instructions of his Word and the directions given us
through his Theocratic organization. Do not say to

20, Accordinz to what, then, must we walk, and to what meetings?
21, 22, How can we be used as vessels just as our brethren elsewiiere?
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Almighty God: “Whot Me? Why, I can’t do that
work.” But you can, too, if God asks you through his
Word and his visible organization. He gives us his
grace sufficient in every time of need; there is no
question about that. Therefore, if the privileges of
Christian service come your way, accept them.

# Seek the assistance of his visible organization to
help you. Co-operate with it. Believe that God’s
active force, his spirit, will operate upon you,
strengthening you, guiding you, activating you to
fulfill his will just as much as when clay is molded
into shape by a potter. The divine Potter can mold
you. Just be pliable and willing to allow him to do
so. You can, of course, be resisting, stubborn, and
God can change his mind about you and cast you
aside, because you do not turn out to be a good
vessel for service. But you can be pleasing to God
by being guided by his spirit and walking according
to it, and in that way you will become a vessel for
his honorable service, always to be used to his glory.

*» While we should seek to be used of God as his
obedient servants, we should never be moved by a
desire for empty praise, thus becoming vainglorious.
We should not become excessively proud of how we
perform or what we attain or accomplish, and get
puffed up and iry to eahance our importance in the
eyes of fellow creatures. This trying to excel others
for the purpose of winning praise and admiration
from men is provocative. It arouses competitions,
either between individuals or between Christian
companies and units. It thus stirs up rivalries, emu-
lations, envies and other selfish emotions. “Let us
not be desirous of wain glory, provoking one another,”
says the apostle. That is, “Let us not in our vanity
challenge one another.” (Gal. 5:26, An Amer. Trans.)
When we challenge others because of our ambitions
for mastery over them, it makes our fellow Chris-
tians to be our opponents, and we provoke them to
engage in a showdown contest to prove we are their
betters, their superiors.

** That is the sense of this law-term provoking
which the apostle here uses, as when a legal con-
testant makes some offer or challenge to an opponent
in order to bring about a decision or force it. We
should never force the hand of our Christian brother
s0 as to embarrass him and show ourselves off as
better and thus be able to grin at his predicament.
We should avoid all things that create party-spirit,
factions, and internal divisions, with envies, jeal-
ousies and competitions resulting. We cannot afford
to be divided. We are not in the Theocratic organi-
zation as independent members, each one out for
his own interests regardless of those of others. We
are not trying to get ahead of our brethren. We
should be pleased and not envious over the blessings

23. How do we act vaingloriously and Erovoke one another?
24, 25, Why should we not thus provoke one another?
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that God has bestowed upon another individual. If
other brothers qualify and show ability to speak
publicly, or to teach, or to conduct Bible studies at
Kingdom Halls or in private homes, showing excel-
lence in these things over us ourselves, we should
say: “Heavenly Father, I am thankful that these
brethren are in our midst, and I want to learn from
them, because I believe you have sent them or raised
them up to help us.”

2 S0, when the servant to the brethren who is visit-
ing and assisting the organized companies in your
circuit comes to your home or to your company,
beware of saying: “I wish I had his job. I'm going
to do something to ecrowd him out. I'm going to start
a story about him that is not true, and then the Watch
Tower Society will dismiss him and, if they do, likely
T’ll be slipped into that vacancy in that capacity.”
That is the envying of one another, the provoking or
challenging of one another, that the apostle says
we should not do. We will not indulge in such, if
we are led by the spirit. We should fulfill the- law
of loving one another. Let us realize that God places
members in the “body of Christ” and in his service
organization as it pleases him. He arranges this
whole matter from the top down. Theocratieally, we
must be his willing servants.

BEARING THE BURDENS OF ONE ANOTHER

* If we are of ill will, we will gloat over the fall
of another against whom we have some grudge. If
we are jealous or envious, we will find some inward
satisfaction at his being caught off-guard and com-
mitting some mistake or taking some false step. But
if we are led by the spirit, if we have the spiritual
qualifications of love, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, then we will he
anxious to set the erring brother right and to help
him up out of his fallen condition. “Brethren,” says
the apostle, “even if a man be overtaken in any tres-
pass, ye who are spiritual, restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also
be tempted.” (Gal. 6:1, Am.Stan.Ver.) Yes, the
brother was tempted. Before he was aware of it, he
was yielding to temptation without proper thonght
of what his doing so meant. Now he is sorry. Well,
we are all subject to temptation, and we should not
act as though we could never fall ourselves. “Let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”
—1 Cor. 10: 12,

* Flence those who are producing the fruitage of
the spirit can exerecise gentleness. They well consider
their own weakness of the flesh and their being liable
to fall and come into the same state needing merey
and brotherly help. The apostle Peter was overtaken
at a time when he was so self-confident, thinking he
was different and better than his fellow apostles. So

28, 27. Why should it be with gentleness that we try to restore one?
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he committed a serious trespass of three times deny-
ing Christ Jesus. But the resurrected Jesus Christ,
who had now been made alive in the spirit, restored
Peter because he repented and professed love and
affection for Jesus. With what gentleness Jesus
restored Peter! It was not that Jesus himself had
ever yielded to temptation and was subject to it any
more, but it was because he had the spirit of God
and he loved Peter~~John 13:36-38; 18:16-27;
21:14-19.

* The point is this: We want divine mercy extend-
ed to us. Then we must extend it to our fallen brother.
Every one of us is certain to make mistakes some
time in our lives, some bigger, some smaller, but we
are going to make them. Our brethren will not like
what we have done in the way of wrong, yet, when we
ask them to forgive us, they will. That does not mean,
though, that we can deliberately go back and do that
wrong all over again, just kéeping on getting their
forgiveness time and time again and making no
effort to control ourselves. No; we should show some
improvement in conduct, even if our brethren are
inclined to mercy. They show mercy so as to help
us to recover, for us to grow stronger spiritually and
show self-improvement.

*Tn this way we should endeavor to safeguard
those whom we have in God’s organization and hold
on to them as brethren, and not merely go out wit-
nessing about God’s kingdom in order to bring others
into the organization. So, if our brother stumbles,
we should show spiritual qualities and be there to
help him up. If he has wronged us, then instead of
nursing a grudge and stubbornly waiting for him to
come penitenily to us, we can do as Jesus instructed
and settle the matter privately, avoiding publicity
that would hurt or embarrass the wrongdoer. We can
go to the offender and point out his wrong, trying to
stir up in him a sense of righteousness. If this fails
to show him he ought to right the wrong, we can take
along some spiritually mature brethren. With their
aid we can try to help the offender, but in a spirit
of gentleness. Finally, if his eyes are still not opened
to his wrong and the obligation to make matters
right, then we can lay the matter before representa-
tive members of our local congregation and have
these spiritual servants of our congregation use
their special qualifications and the weight of their
office to impress the offender. But these, too, must
do so in a spirit of gentleness, because they them-
selves aré liable to be tempted and need mercy
thereafter.—Matt. 18: 15-17.

* Suppose, though, that the trespasser realizes he
has been overtaken and needs the encouragement
and guidance of others in order to approach God and

28 What ia the point In this matter of extending mercy?
290, How_did Jesus say to restore one by direct approach?
30, 31, What should one do who sees he 1s spiritually sick, and why?
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obtain forgiveness and reinstatement in the divine
favor through Christ. Then he may not wait for his
brethren to find out about his low state of spiritual
health. He may see he is spiritually sick and in
urgent need of help. He may send for his faithful,
spiritually qualified brethren to come and help him.
There is such thing as spiritual sickness. The apos-
tle Paul mentions it in connection with the Memorial
celebration each year with bread and wine, when the
“body of Christ” should be discerned in the unleav-
ened bread that is eaten. Paul shows how spiritual
sickness may come and how it may be prevented,
saying: “A man should examine himself, and only
when he has done so should he eat any of the bread
or drink from the cup. For anyone who eats and
drinks, eats and drinks a judgment upon himself if
he does not recognize the body. This is why many of
you are sick and ill and a number have fallen asleep.”
(1 Cor. 11:28-30, An Amer. Trans.) Now concerning
a person that recognizes his spiritually sick condition
and longs to be healed of it, the disciple James says:
“If any one of you is in trouble, he should pray. ...
If any one is sick, he should call in the elders of the
church and have them pray over him, and pour oil
on him in the name of the Lord, and the prayer
offered in faith will save the sick man; the Lord will
restore him to health, and if he has committed sins,
he will be forgiven. So confess your sins to one
another and pray for one another, so that you may
be cured. An upright man can do a great deal by
prayer when he tries.”—Jas. 5:13-16, An Amer.
Trans.

*t Yes, send for spiritual help, if you need it, and
confess your sin to those you call in for help, that
they may know what is the matter with you and how
you can be helped. Let them pour in the soothing oil
of the spiritual Word of God to comfort you and
fortify your mind and build up your spirits. They
can do many things for a fallen and disecouraged
Christian who thinks, “I'm lost!” Let them help you
to again believe God when he says he is just to
forgive us our sins if we confess them through Christ
Jesus, the Advocate of the Christian congregation.
—1 John 1:9 and 2: 1.

2 All this course of action imposes a burden upon
us. It is a burden that the trespassing one has created
for us or laid upon us. He has made difficulties
for himself as well as for us. Nevertheless, we are
under the sway of the spirit and thus free to take that
burden upon us willingly, in love, or we can leave
the trespasser to bear his own burden and struggle
through his own difficulty. What shall we do? The
spirit of God, speaking through the written word of
the apostle Paul, says: “Bear ye one another’s bur-
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” (Gal. 6:2) The

32. What doea this course impose upon ua? and why do we bear it?
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law that Christ Jesus laid down, both in word and
in his course of action, was to love our brethren, even
if it meant our own death. On the night before his
own death he said: “A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another. By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another. . .. Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.”—John
13: 34, 35; 15: 12, 13.

* Someone, possibly we ourselves, spent time and
effort with that trespasser to bring and teach him the
truth and to show him his privilege of consecrating
himself to God through Christ and becoming thus
connected with his Theocratic organization. Are we
going to let such time and effort of the past go to
waste? No; we ought to want to show and we should
show our love for our fellow Christian so far as to
try always to keep him close to God’s organization.
Think of all the time and effort you (or someone
else) spent to help this one to come to a knowledge
of the truth. You may have spent hours in witnessing
from door to door before you at last came upon this
person like a lone sheep among a herd of goats. At
first contact he showed some interest. You made note
of that and made a return visit to him. This time you
placed a Bible-study book with him, say, “Let God
Be True”. Next you call back on him to help him
understand the Bible with the aid of the book, and
you succeed in starting a weekly home Bible study.
For a whole year or more you regularly go to his
home. By now you have studied the Bible with him
with the help of more than one study book. Think,
now, of the time you spent with him, strengthening
his faith, yes, stopping by and bringing him along
to meetings at the Kingdom Hall, if not also furnish-
ing transportation for him there in your car. He
consecrates himself to God and becomes an active
field publisher of God’s kingdom, and you are happy.
But, alas, now he makes a mistake to your disgust.
You might be inclined to say: “I'm finished with
him.” But no! That is not the way God through his
spiritual Word instructs you and leads you to act.
Do not be hasty in a wrong way.

% You once spent much time and energy upon your
trespassing brother, do not forget. God’s spirit
operated upon you to help him get associated with
the Theocratic organization. Yes, that is true. Well,
now continue to be led by that same spirit as it
teaches you how to help that person to stay with the
organization. What if he does make a mistake, being
overtaken in a fault at times? Remember yourself.
You, too, may be tempted and succumb. Then you
could relish some spiritual help, even from the said
brother. Yes, yes, all this imposes a burden upon

33, What past time and effort on such one do we not want wasted”
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you that can be irksome. You might explode with a
“Why doesn’t this brother go straight?! Why does
he trespass like this and make trouble both for him-
self and for others, including me?” But if you love
your brother and want to see him keep his conseera-
tion vow and win eternal life to the vindication of
God’s sovereignty and holy name, you will subdue
your irked feelings and willingly take up the burden
of restoration work, just to help restore the one
whose eternal life interests are endangered.

Broorryw, N. Y.

# You are free to do this; there is no compulsion.
So do it out of love. Use your Christian strength to
help the weak. Then do you know what you are
doing? Why, whatt “My brothers, if any one of you
is led astray from the truth, and someone brings
him back, you may be sure that whoever brings a
sinner back from his misguided way will save the
man’s soul from death, and cover up a host of sins.”
(Jas. 5:19,20, An Amer. Trans.) Is burden-bearing
worth a soul’s life?

BEARING YOUR OWN LOAD

T STIRS a Christian to help his brother overtaken

in a fault if he simply remembers what he himself

is, namely, & person not better than the rest, of the
same human race by nature, and subject to the same
requirements for gaining salvation through Christ,
and on exactly the same level as others before the
one Supreme Judge, Jehovah God. So the apostle is
really wise when, in addition to advising us to help
our trespassing brother, he adds: “Again, if anyone
imagines he is somebody, he is deceiving himself, for
he is nobody; let everyone bring his own work to the
test—then he will have something to boast about on
his own account, and not in comparison with his
fellows. For everyone will have to bear his own load
of responsibility.”—Gal. 6:3-5, Mof att.

2 Every man has to carry his own load, does het
Yes, in connection with the test of his own work; and
here the apostle Paul uses a word different from the
one when he says: “Bear one another’s burdens.”
(Gal. 6:2, Moffatt) So, when the apostle says we
must shoulder our own load, it should sober us and
keep us from thinking we are something, when there
is no real foundation for it. Whatever a person is as
a servant of God he has to be that in himself before
the great Judge, and not in comparison with some
fellow Christian.

* Suppose we find a person associated with the wit-
ness organization for publishing the Kingdom and
he falls vietim to self-admiration. He does a lot of
publishing and has good records and fine accomplish-
ments to show for it. He looks the congregation over
and is tempted to think: “Well, now, I am something.
T'm a pretty good publisher. I'm actually better than
everybody else here.” At the end of the service month,
in his overflow of feelings, he forces comparisons by
asking another: “How many hours did you put in in
field service this month?” The modest answer is: “I
put in fifteen, and made a few back-calls.” With an
air of triumph, our vainglorious brother overwhelms
his fellow publisher by saying: “Well, I put in
twenty-five hours,” Secretly in his mind he says: “I

1, 2, What effect should having to bear our own load have upon us?
3. How may a good publisher come to think himself somebody?

am somebody.” He circulates around the whole com-
pany. All comparisons favor him. The temptation
increases upon him to think: “No joking; I am the
best publisher in the whole company. Really I am,
for didn’t I put in more time and make more back-
calls than anyone else?” And by outward facts and
figures he is the best publisher in the company.

‘ But what is the trouble with this publisher? Why,
he is boasting, not on his own account, but in com-
parison with his brethren. The apostle warns that
comparison of yourself with others may lead to
wrong conclusions. Do not check up on yourself in
comparison with other brethren. Do not measure
your goodness by any brother as a standard of com-
parison. “Every man ought to test his own work,
and then whatever satisfaction he has will be with
reference to himself, and not in comparison with
someone else.” (Gal. 6:4, An Amer. Trans.) Brother,
or sister, it is all right for you to test your own work
and check up on yourself ; but what standard of judg-
ing are you going to use? Paul said: “Copy me, as I
copy Christ.” (1 Cor. 11:1, Moffatt) Jesus Christ
set down the pattern; he went from house to house.
He spoke publicly. He carried on Bible study with
individuals in their private homes. Finally he laid
down his life after more than three years of such
Kingdom publishing. There is your straightedge!
There is your pattern ! There is your measuring rod:
Christ Jesus! Now, if you want any due satisfaction
out of your active service to God, you just stand
right up there alongside Christ Jesus and say: “Well,
how am I doing ¥’

* So, then, do not compare yourself with some other
brethren in God’s visible organization. We are not
in competition with one another. We are not provok-
ing anyone to a contest, challenging one another to
a show of accomplishments. If you want satisfaction
from your own service, follow the spiritual Word
when it says: “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance:

4, What mistake does such publisher make, leading to wrong ideas?
5, 6. How, with gooc sense, do you find satisfaction in yourseif?
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for ye serve the Lord Christ.”—Col. 3:23, 24; 1 Cor.
10: 31,

® Do not go out into the field service, performing
the various kinds of aectivity, just because till now
this month you have no record of work to show. You
are a minister of the gospel for just one reason,
namely, for your love of the Supreme One of the
Universe, Jehovah God, and you want to share with
Christ Jesus in the vindication of the heavenly
Father. He it is whom you are serving and before
whom you must stand approved or fall rejected.
Follow the instructions for his Theoeratic organiza-
tion as you find these written in his spiritual Word.
Let these be your guide, your measuring rod, your
straightedge. If you do this, you will get satisfaction
out of considering yourself, because you realize in
yourself you have done God’s work. Do not compare
yourself with another fellow servant on earth. Have
better sense than to do this. Paul said: “I do not
indeed venture to class or compare myself with cer-
tain individuals who approve of themselves. But
when they measure themselves by one another and
compare themselves with one another, they do not
show good sense.”—2 Cor. 10:12, An Amer. Trans.

* It is, therefore, before the Supreme Judge that
you must bear your own load. That is the meaning
when Paul refers to those who dog the steps of the
organization just to make trouble and to unsettle
some, and says: “He who is troubling you will bear
his judgment, whoever he is.” (Gal. 5: 10, Stan. Rev.
Ver.) The great Judge will not hold someone else
responsible for what you are when you finally appear
before him for judgment. He does not compare yon
with some other fellow servant on earth, and then
pass judgment upon you on that comparative basis.
Outwardly you might be better than other brethren,
but such comparison of ereatures is ot the basis for
him in judging. The question is, How far did youn
measure up to your own peculiar opportunities? To
what extent did you use the faculties and knowledge
with which you are endowed? To what degree did

7, 8. How, and before whom, must you bear your own load?
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you enter into your present privileges? Were pure
love and sincere devotion to God and his kingdom by
Christ the real motive for your active service to
Jehovah rather than the ambition to make a some-
body of yourself before others and to compete with
others? Were you walking after the spirit and show-
ing love by freely taking on willing burdens to help
your fellow heirs of life ? Besides preaching to others,
were you keeping yourself under control, with all the
affections and lusts of the flesh crucified, so that you,
a preacher to others, might not yourself be rejected?
Not for how much was the other fellow responsible,
but for how much were you directly responsible to
God? On this basis yon must account for yourself to
God, bearing your own load of responsibility to God.

® No one else will be responsible for the judgment
you get from Him, and no one else will share a
part of your judgment as jointly responsible. You
must bear your load of responsibility and the judg-
ment alone.

® May we, then, keep this sobering thonght in mind
as we continue to lead our Christian lives. It is our
own manner of life that we now live in service to God
that determines what judgment we are to receive,
bearing our own load of responsibility. We want it
to be a judgment in favor of our living eternally in
the new world. May we have the good sense to walk
humbly with God and lovingly serve him now. While
we must ultimately bear our own load of responsi-
bility before the Supreme Judge, may we be ready
and willing now to bear the burdens of our brethren,
even if they do make such for themselves and us by
faults, weakness, and trespasses in which they are
overtaken. We, too, make difficulties and burdens for
others by our course of action. So it is in reality a
case of ‘bearing one another’s burdens’ and doing so
to fulfill the law of the Greater Moses, Christ Jesus.
Doing thus, we shall all be helping one another loving-
ly to an approved final stand before the Supreme
Judge, to carry off the precious award of eternal life.

. Why, with our own load, should we bear one another’s burdens?

THE FALSE CLAIM TO THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM

said to him: “Thou art Simon, the son of John;

thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is
Peter).” About three years later Jesus said to the same
man: “And I say to thee, thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it. And I will give thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven; and whatever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”—John 1:42 and
Matthew 16: 18, 19, according to the Catholic Confraternity
translation of 1941,

WHEN fisherman Peter was first introduced, Jesus

It is interesting to note the comment on Jesus’ words at
Matthew 16:18 as found in the “Haydoeck’s CaTroLiC
BLE”, “according to the Douay and Rheimish Versions,”
as approved by John Farley, archbishop of New York city
1902-1918. We quote: “And I say to thee, and tell thee
why I before declared, (John 1:42) that thou shouldest be
called Peter, for thou art constituted the rock upon which,
as a foundation, I will build my Church, and that so firmly,
as not to suffer the gates (that is, the powers) of hell to
prevail against its foundation; because if they overturn its
foundation, (that is, thee and thy suecessors) they will over-
turn also the Church that rests upon it. Christ therefore
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here promises to Peter, that he and his successors should
be to the end, as long as the Church should last, its supreme
pastors and princes.”

In the Watchtower issue of January 1 our article entitled

“The Rock Foundation of the Chureh” proved that the above.

construction placed upon Jesus’ words concerning “THIS
rock” by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy is in direet con-
tradietion of other seriptures in the Holy Bible bearing on
the subject. That distortion and twisting of the Scriptures
originated with the promoter of the antichrist, namely,
Satan the Devil, and has been promulgated by religious
men; and since Satan is the ‘father of lies’, the religious
leaders who continue to teach such perversion of the Holy
Scriptures are, according to the rule stated at Romans 6: 16,
the servants of Satan, whether they know it or not. It would
be very strange on the part of Jesus to denominate Peter
“this rock” upon which the chureh is to be built when right
afterward in the same conversation Jesus said to Peter:
“Get behind me, satan, thou art a scandal to me; for thou
dost not mind the things of God, but those of men.” (Matt.
16: 23, Cath. Confrat.) And, morcover, about a year later,
this same Peter denied Jesus three times. (Matt. 26: 34,
69-75) No, this is not the conduct of the real ore meant
by “this rock”, but, as proved in our above-mentioned
article, Christ Jesus meant himself when he said: “Upon
this rock I will build my Church,” and to that fact the
apostle Peter humbly agreed a number of times later on.

However, out of the clever religious lie concerning “this
rock” the Hierarchy of the Roman Catholie religious system
has been built up upon its pope. The Hierarchy explains the
title “pope”, or “papa”, to mean “pater patrum”, that is,
“father of fathers.” This is the title given to the man that
is the head of the religious-political organization the capital
of which is at Vatican City. To give an appearance of truth
to their claims for their pope, the Hierarchy tries to show,
but without real success, that Peter was the first bishop
of Rome and hence the first pope and that he has had an
unbroken chain of successors down till this year of 1949.
But it is certain that Peter was never called a pope or father
at any time. Because of the spiritual ties involved, Peter
referred to John Mark as “my son”, saying: “The church
which is at Babylon, chosen together with you, greets you;
and so does my son Mark,” but there is no record that Mark
once addressed Peter in a spiritual sense as “father”. (1 Pet,
5:13, Cath. Confrat.) For Mark to bestow such a title and
for Peter to accept such a title from other Christians would
have been a violation of Jesus’ words to his disciples: “And
call no one on earth your father; for one is your Father,
who is in heaven.” And Jesus was there referring to calling
any man “father” in a religious or spiritual sense, for the
whole chapter shows he was discussing the Jewish religious
leaders, namely, the scribes and Pharisees, whom dJesus
called “hypocrites”. (Matt. 23:1, 2, 9, Cath. Confrat.)
Peter obeyed the Lord Jesus’ words, and it is certain he
was not called “father”. Contrary to this emphatic command
of the Lord Jesus all the clergy of the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy follow the practice of the hypocritical seribes and
Pharisees and insist upon being called “father” by the
Roman Catholic population and even by non-Catholics, and
the pope is called “the Holy Father” and is addressed as
“Your Holiness” by the Protestant president of the United
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States of America. To excuse themselves for being called
“father”, “master,” and “doctor”, the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy say: “It would be blameworthy for Christians
to give or receive such titles as ‘master,” ‘father,” ‘doctor,’
without recognizing that one is ‘father in Christ,’ that is,
in union with and subordination to our Lord and to the
Father.”’—Catholic Confraternity Bible footnote on Mat-
thew 23: 8-11.

To give apparent reason for the existence of the office
of pope the supporters of the theory boldly state that the
popes are successors in office to Peter. But there is not one
word in the Bible showing that Peter ever had a successor,
but all the scriptures directly contradict such claim. Revela-
tion 21:14 speaks of the “twelve apostles of the Lamb”,
and John, who was the last of the twelve apostles to survive,
did not mention once any successors to the other apostles
in either the Revelation or his gospel account or his three
epistles. At 1 Corinthians 12: 18 the apostle Paul writes:
“But now hath God set the members every one of them in
the body, as it hath pleased him.” So no man nor group of
men can make a change in the “body of Christ”, that is to
say, in his church. By what authority could a group of
religious men make a successor to the apostle of the Lord
Jesus Christ? Sinee Jehovah God and Christ Jesus did not
make any provision for successors to the twelve apostles, the
religious claim that men are made successors by the votes
of other men and that the pope is the successor of the
apostle Peter is false.

Not only have the Hierarchy twisted and misapplied
Jesus’ words concerning “this rock”, but they have also
given an unseriptural meaning to his further words to
Peter: “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven.” (Matt. 16:19) How so?

In the Secriptures the word keys is symbolically used to
represent the privilege of unlocking hidden truths and
imparting an understanding of such. On another occasion
Jesus used the word key to show its meaning. The Pharisees
and doctors of the law, by reason of assuming leadership in
Israel, had the privilege and responsibility of explaining
God’s Word to the Israelites. But they were unfaithful to
God and themselves fell into ignorance of the true kingdom
of God, and then they used their position to take away from
the people the opportunity to understand God’s purposes.
For this reason Jesus said to these religious opposers: “Woe
to you lawyers! because you have taken away the key of
knowledge; you have not entered yourselves and those who
were entering you have hindered.” (Luke 11:52, Cath.
Confrat.) Hence the favor which those unfaithful religious
leaders might have had, Jesus conferred upon Peter, giving
to him the “keys of the kingdom of heaven”. This required
that Peter should in due time be himself given an under-
standing of the kingdom of heaven.

THEIR USE ONCE

The kingdom of heaven was a mystery hidden from
human understanding for many centuries. At Romans
16: 25, 26 we read: “The preaching of Jesus Christ, aceord-
ing to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret
since the world began, but now is made manifest, and by
the scriptures of the prophets, according to the command-
ment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for
the obedience of faith.” The faithful ones that make up the
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kingdom of heaven are Jesus Christ the King of kings and
the 144,000 members of his body or church. For more than
four thousand years this great truth was a sacred secret
or mystery, and Jesus’ disciples did not begin to understand
it until after he was resurrected from the dead and ascended
to heaven and then poured out the holy spirit upon them on
the feast day of Pentecost. (Acts 2:14-18) It was God’s
purpose to have this mystery revealed sometime, and there-
fore Jesus told Peter he had been selected as the one who
would have the privilege of getting the knowledge of the
kingdom of heaven and first imparting the knowledge of
this mystery to certain ones. Jesus gave Peter these “keys”
by reserving for him the privilege of unlocking the kingdom
truths to others on earth after he himself had come to an
understanding of them.

Note that the word “keys” is in the plural number. This
denotes more than one key. The facts which later appear
in the Bible show there were two keys, and that they were
(1) the first key, showing God’s purpose to take out from
the Jews some of the church or Kingdom flock; and (2) the
second key, disclosing God’s purpose to take out from the
Gentiles or ron-Jews the remaining part of the “kingdom
of heaven” class.—Eph. 3:3-8.

‘When such “keys” or privileges of unlocking knowledge
were given to Peter and he faithfully used them, there could
be no such thing as a successor to him. There is no Scriptural
proof that Peter had such a successor to whom to hand down
the keys. The privilege was granted to Peter exclusively.
He performed the privilege and duty of unlocking the
Kingdom mysteries, and this he did once, by Jehovah’s
grace. Note now how he did this.

Peter and the other disciples thought Jesus was going to
set up the Kingdom with the Jews while he was on earth.
Their words to him after his resurreetion and just before
he ascended to heaven prove this. They said: “Lord, wilt
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?”
Jesus’ answer to that question was that they should wait at
Jerusalem until they had received the holy spirit and then
they would kunow about the Kingdom. (Aects 1:6-8) Ten
days later the feast of Pentecost came, and it was then, at
Jerusalem, that Peter received the first of these keys. There
for the first time it was revealed to him by the holy spirit
that the Kingdom is one in heaven to which Christ Jesus
had ascended, to sit down at God’s right hand, and that
believing Jews were invited to share in that heavenly king-
dom. There Peter, under the inspiration of God’s holy spirit,
told the Jews that Jesus Christ was God’s approved one,
the great Messiah or King for whom they had been looking,
and that the Jewish leaders had him put to death but God
had raised him up out of death and had exalted him to his
own right hand, making him Christ and Lord.—Aects 2: 1-36.

Then and there Peter used the first key committed to
him by Ghrist Jesus to unlock to the Jews the mystery of
the kingdom of heaven. He told them later that God would
send Jesus Christ again, and so the heavens must retain
him until the time for setting up the Kingdom about which
all the holy prophets had written.—Acts 3.

For three and a half years after that the apostles preached
the gospel of God’s kingdom to the Jews and also the
Samaritans. Then the Lord handed to Peter the other key,
by which he was to unlock the mystery of the Kingdom
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to the Gentiles or uncirecumecised non-Jews. At the time
Peter was at Joppa, on the Mediterranean sea-coast. Then
God caused to be revealed to him in a vision that the King-
dom gospel must be taken to the Gentiles. At that same time
the Gentile centurion, Cornelius, had been praying to God.
The angel that appeared to him in a vision said: ‘Your
prayers and alms have come up as a memorial before God,
and now send men to Joppa and eall for Peter.’ Cornelius
sent and Peter came, and then Cornelius told him of the
vision he had received by the Lord God. The account says:
“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every
nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him.” (Aects 10:34, 35) Then, while Peter
continued preaching, the holy spirit was poured out upon
the believing Gentiles, showing that they had accepted the
Kingdom knowledge which Peter was there preaching to
Gentiles for the first time.—Aects 10:44-48,

Later, in conference with the other disciples at Jerusalem,
Peter told them that God had visited the Gentiles and given
them the gospel for the purpose of taking out a “people
for his pame” and that these, together with the believing
Jews, would make up the kingdom of God under Christ
Jesus. (Aects 11:1-18 and 15:6-14) Thus was made clear
by the second key, which Peter received from Christ Jesus,
the mystery of the Kingdom as respects Centile members.

So there ecan be no such thing as a suceessor to Peter
in this, because he finished and completely used those
keys by unlocking and making known God’s purposes to
take the “kingdom of heaven” class out from both Jews and
Gentiles. But based upon the false teaching that the true
Christian church is built upon Peter as “this rock”, the
Roman Catholic Hierarchy has further twisted and mis-
applied Jesus’ words: “And I will give thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven; and whatever thou shalt bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever thou shalt
looze on earth shall be locsed in heaven.” As to what this
means The Faith of Our Fathers by the late American
cardinal Gibbons says: “When He says to Peter, ‘I will
give to thee the keys,’ ete., He evidently means: I will give
the supreme authority over My Church, which is the citadel
of faith, My earthly Jerusalem. Thou and thy successors
shall be My visible representatives to the end of time.”
—Page 100, 83rd edition.

Regarding Peter’s binding and loosing we note that, at
Matthew 18: 18, Jesus said, not to Peter alone, but to the
rest of the apostles: “Amen I say to you, whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound also in heaven; and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed also in heaven.” On these
verses at Matthew 16:19 and 18:18 the footnotes of the
Catholic Confraternity edition say: ““To bind and loose’
seems to have been used by the Jews in the sense of fo
forbid or to permit; but 18:18 as well as the present
context requires a more comprehensive meaning. In heaven
God ratifies the decisions which Peter makes on earth, in
the name of Christ.” “To the Apostles as a body is given
a part of the power granted to Peter (16:19). There will
be no conflict of authority, since Peter is the head of the
Church, including the Apostles, he alone having received
‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven.’ ”

However, the literal reading of Matthew 16:19 and



94 FheWATCHTOWER

18:18, as rendered by Dr. Robert Young’s Bible Transla-
tion, is: “And whatever thou mayest bind upon the earth
shall be having been bound in the heavens, and whatever
thou mayest loose upon the earth shall be having been
loosed in the heavens.” “Verily I say to you, Whatever
things ye may bind upon the earth shall be having been
bound in the heaven, and whatever things ye may loose
on the earth shall be having been loosed in the heavens.”
Thus the literal Greek text of what Jesus said does not
say that heaven first waits upon what Peter and his fellow
apostles bind and loose on earth and then ratifies it. That
would be un-Theocratie, and would be letting the organiza-
tion be run from the bottom up. Instead, the Greek text
shows that what Peter and his fellows loose and bind on
earth is something that has first been loosed and bound
up in heaven where God and Christ Jesus are.

Broorryn, N.Y.

The claim, therefore, that Peter is the rock foundation
of the church and that he has the supreme authority in it
and admits people into the heavens above is proved false.
And that holds good for the popes of Vatican City, for not
one word is said in the Seriptures about “successors to the
apostle Peter”. Out of the antichristian lie that Jesus builds
his ehurch upon Peter and his successors has grown the
falsehood that the pope is infallible and that when he inter-
prets the Seriptures he therefore speaks with authority
and cannot err. The claim to personal infallible interpreta-
tion and to being the chureh’s rock foundation is emphati-
cally denied by Peter himself, as well as by other Bible
writers. (2 Pet. 1:20; 1 Pet. 2:3-8; Isa. 28:16; 8:14)
The claim laid by the religio-political rulers of Vatican City
to the keys committed to the apostle Peter alone is thus as
false as the Devil himself,

HABAKKUK RECEIVES THE KNOWLEDGE HE CRAVES

on the flat roof of his house in the cool of the

evening, with one of his stringed instruments by his
side. (Hab. 1:1; 3:19) He has just received the shocking
news that King Jehoiakim himself has killed Urijah the
prophet with his own sword and has had the corpse thrown
among the graves of the common people. (Jer. 26:23) True,
Urijah did not hold firm to his trust in Jehovah, becoming
fearful and fleeing to Egypt, but Habakkuk knows that
Jehoiakim’s abominable violence was not prompted by any
desire to uphold Jehovah’s honor; the king’s utter disregard
for divine law and his hatred of the prophet Jeremiah and
other servants of God proves it. Habakkuk sees incense
smoke rise from the majority of roofs; he knows such pagan
religious practices are sponsored by the king. As his eyes
fill with tears, as they did on many previous occasions, he
cries out for the knowledge he eraves:

“How long, O Lorp [Jehovah], must I ery for help, and
thou not hear? Call out to thee, “Violence,” and thou not
save? Why dost thou show me wrongdoing, and make me
look upon trouble? Destruction and violence are before me,
and there is strife, and opposition arises. Therefore the law
is paralyzed, and judgment never goes forth [victorious].
But the wicked circumvent the innocent; therefore judg-
ment goes forth perverted.”—Hab. 1: 2-4, An Amer. Trans.,
Leeser.

Habakkuk pauses and reflects. After reviewing all the
persecution of God’s faithful servants, he renews his deter-
mination to remain firm and steadfast to Jehovah and con-
tinue declaring His message even if it means death. In
vision he sees the religionists who dishonor Jehovah and
hears the words Jehovah addresses to them: “Behold ye
among the nations, and look around, yea stand stock still—
stare.” (Hab. 1: 5, Roth.) Habakkuk wonders just why they
are so addressed. Then he hears Jehovah say to them: “I
am working a work in your days, which ye will not believe
though it be told you,” (Hab. 1:5, Am. Stan. Ver.) What
can it be?

Habakkuk listens intently to Jehovah’s further words:
“For, lo, I will raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and
impetuous nation, that march to the wide spaces of the
earth to conquer dwelling-places that are not theirs. They

HABAKKUK the prophet (about 628 B.C.) is sitting

are terrible and dreadful; their judgment and their dignity
proceed from themselves, Swifter than leopards their horses,
keener their cavalry than wolves by night, they swoop from
far away like vultures pouncing on their prey; their host
swarms up for havoe, eager and onward, sweeping up
prisoners like sand; they scoff at kings and rulers they
deride; a fortress is a sport to them, they pile their mounds
of earth and capture it—then forward like the wind!” (Hab.
1:6, Leeser, T, Am. Stan. Ver., 8-11, Moffett) In vision
Habakkuk sees that, as the destruection approaches the
religionists in Judah, they look very much offended and
surprised. After seeing the mighty army win the whirlwind
battle, the prophet hears their leader reverently and exult-
antly say: “This is the stremgth of my God.”—Hab. 1:11,
Septuagint.

‘With increased knowledge and understanding of Jeho-
vah’s purpose Habakkuk is comforted and increased in
hope; then he speaks with complete confidence and in adora-
tion for Jehovah: “Art thou not from everlasting? O
Jehovah, my God, mine Holy One, we shall not die.”
Reflecting on the vision and rejoicing in his increased
knowledge, the prophet continues: “O Jehovah, thou hast
appointed them for judgment, and thou hast founded them
as a rock, to chasten.”—Hab. 1:12, Newcome.

Habakkuk, remembering how the apostate leaders in
Judah oppress God’s harmless servants, and craving yet
more knowledge concerning the vindication of the name of
Almighty God and the destruction of the wicked, asks:
“Thou who art too pure of eyes to behold evil, and canst
not look or trouble, wherefore wilt thou look on trouble,
wherefore wilt thou look upon those that deal treacherously,
be silent when the wicked swalloweth up him that is more
righteous than he? And why makest thou men as the fishes
of the sea, as the creeping things, that have no ruler over
them? All of them he bringeth up with the angle, he
draggeth them up in his net, and gathereth them in his
drag: therefore he rejoiceth and is glad. Therefcre he
sacrificeth unto his net, and burneth incense unto his drag;
because through them is his portion fat, and his foed
marrowy. Shall he therefore always empty his net, end
continually slay natioms without sparing?’—Hab. 1:13-17.
Leeser.
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Habakkuk, anticipating the opposing arguments with
which the apostates will reprove him, says in expectation
of Jehovah’s answer to his questions: “I will stand upon
my watch, and fix my foot upon the tower: and I will
watch, to see what will be said to me, and what I may
answer to him that reproveth me”—Hab. 2:1, Douay.

Then Jehovah answers him: “Write the vision clearly
upon the tablets, that one may read it on the run. The
vision bhas its own appointed hour, it ripens, it will flower;
if it be long, then wait, for it is sure, and it will not be
late. Verily, the wicked man—1I take no pleasure in him;
but the righteous lives by reason of his faithfulness. How
much less shall the faithless man live, and the arrogant
man who is restless, who enlarges his appetite like Sheol,
and is as insatiable as death; for he gathers to himself
all nations, and assembles to himself all peoples.”—Hab.
2.2, An Amer. Trans., 3, Moffatt, 4, 5, An Amer. Trans.

Habakkuk is exhilarated and is anxious to start writing
the vision and proelaiming it. But he craves still more knowl-
edge; he has in mind the little group of faithful servants
of Jehovah and wonders just what these are to proclaim.
Jehovah answers his very thoughts: “Shall not these, all
of them, against him take up—a taunt, a mocking poem,
enigmatical sentences—concerning him?” (Hab. 2: 6, Roth:)
Then Jehovah graciously gives him five sharp woes for them
to declare. (Hab. 2: 6-20) Habakkuk looks forward to teach-
ing them to his companions.

Having received Jehovah’s answer to his questions,
Heabakkuk is filled with thanksgiving and joy, and, picking
up his stringed instrument, he under inspiration composes
and sings a song of ecstasy, praying Jehovah to bring to
pass his judgments. In the appalling vision he recognizes a
revival on a grander scale of Jehovah’s work for his people
in ancient times: “O Jehovah, I have heard thy fame, and
am afraid: O Jehovah, revive thy work in the midst of the
years; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath
remember mercy. God came from Teman, and the Holy
One from mount Paran.”—Hab. 3:2, 3, Am. Stan. Ver,,
margin.

Overwhelmed by the might of Jehovah’s former work
and of the coming greater one revealed to him in vision,
Habakkuk pauses and then continues: “His glory covered
the heavens, and of his praise the earth was full. And his
brightness was like the sunlight; rays streamed forth out
of his hand unto them: and there was the hiding [place]
of his power. Before him went the pestilence, and burning
coals went forth in his steps. He stood forward, and made
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the earth tremble; he looked, and dispersed nations . . .
Laid quite bare is thy bow.”—Hab. 3: 3-8, Leeser.

Again the prophet pauses to meditate and regain strength
to continue. “Thou dost cleave the earth with rivers. The
hills writhe at thy sight, floods pour down from the skies,
the torrents roar, the sun forgets to rise, the moon to move,
before the flashes of thy darting arrows, before the sheen
of the lightning, thy lance. Thou tramplest earth in fury,
threshing the peoples in thine anger. Thou wentest forth
to the assistance of thy people, to the assistance of thy
anointed: thou didst wound the head out of the house of
the wicked, destroy the foundation with the high-towering
walls.” (Hab. 3:9, Margolis, 10-12, Moffatt, 13, Leeser)
Thus the inspired prophet visualizes the complete destrue-
tion of the ememy, and so terrible is the appearance that
he stands speechless and pauses for meditation.

At the end of this pause the prophet Habakkuk begins
to recount some of the terrible things he has just visualized:
“Thou hast stricken through with his own rods the head
of his rulers, that come as a whirlwind to scatter me; whose
rejoicing is as to devour the poor secretly. Thou madest
a way in the sea for thy horses, in the mud of many waters.”
‘The sound of this sets my heart shaking, I listen with lips
a-quiver, my very bones are breazking, and as I stand I
shiver; yet calmly I await the day of doom that dawns upon
the folk who would assail us’—Hab, 3:14, Margolis, 15,
Douay, 16, Moffait.

Then there looms before the vision of the prophet a
disastrous famine, but, keeping in mind the knowledge
given him, he expresses his full confidence: ‘Though the
fig-tree may not blossom, though no fruit is on the vine,
though the olive crop has failed, though the fields give them
no food, though the folds have lost their focks, and in the
stalls no cattle lie, yet will I exult in Jehovah; I will rejoice
in my victorious God! The Lord, Jehovak, is my strength,
he makes my feet sure as the feet of hinds, helps me to
keep my footing on the heights’-——Hab. 3:17, Moffatt, 18,
An Amer. Trans., 19, Moffatt.

Tingling with emotion Habakkuk puts down his musical
instrument and springs up. He feels Jehovah’s energizing
force surging in him, impelling him to write and speak out
the astounding kmowledge he has just received.

Likewise today Jehovah’s faithful remnant of witnesses,
whom Habakkulk pictured, constantly crave the instruetion
which Jehovah continually gives them, and God’s active
force energizes them in their proclamation «of such knowl-
edge.—Isa. 54:13.

GILEAD'S TWELFTH CLASS TO RELIEVE FOOD SHORTAGE

but of hearing the words of Jehovah.” (Amos

8:11, Am. Stan.Ver.) This is the famine under
which the world wastes away. This is the famine that saps
spiritual strength and allows fleshly lusts to take over. This
is the famine that invites delinquency and disaster to the
home front, that weakens the national front to atheism. It
ripens the nations to be cut down and harvested by the
sickle of Communism. But worse, this shortage of spiritual
food renders Christendom sick unto death, unfit to vigor-
ously worship and serve God. Lack of physical food kills

(‘NOT a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,

the body. Lack of spiritual food kills the hope of future,
everlasting life in Jehovah God’s new world now near.
And it is an empty gesture to point to Christendom’s
hundreds of religious sects and cults as storehouses of
spiritual food, and indignantly ask why relief work need
be performed there. Does not delinquency reign in Chris-
tendom? And religious and racial hate} And godlessness?
Between the pious words and the selfish actions of Chris-
tendom stretches a yawning gulf that mockingly testifies
to her hypoerisy. She has all the symptoms of the spiritu-
ally famished. Jesus ministered in ecommunities steeped in
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religion, yet his preaching flashed upon the inhabitants
like a great light. In their previous religionized state they
were referred to as ‘sitting in darkness and in the shadow
of death’. (Matt. 4:13-17) So it is today, and hundreds
of thousands of good-will persons yearn to trade darkness
for light, the shadow of death for the prospects of life.

And thousands of these spiritually famished persons of
good-will sit in darkness in sueh lands as Central Amerieca,
South America, Newfoundland, Canada, United States,
West .Indies, Africa, Siam, Burma and Italy. Yes, that is
correct, in Italy, the home of the Roman Catholie Hierarehy.
And it is to these lands as well as others that graduates of
the twelfth class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead,
located in New York state, now go to relieve the food short-
age. They go equipped, not with literal meat and grain,
but with knowledge and experience and training. For two
or more years each of the 106 graduates served as full-time
ministers before attending Gilead. For five months they
received intensive training to specially equip them for
missionary service in foreign fields. On February 6, 1949,
they graduated, 101 receiving diplomas of merit.

With the hard work of study behind and the hard work
of foreign missionary service ahead, graduation week-end
intervened as a respite of joyous relaxation. Early Satur-
day, February 5, relatives and friends of graduating stu-
dents began arriving, some trekking in from Texas, Mon-
tana, California, and even such far-off Canadian provinces
as British Columbia and Saskatchewan. “Open house” it
was as happy groups toured farm and campus. By nightfall
Gilead’s “population” had mushroomed to 754, for that
number had then gathered in the assembly hLall for a Waich-
tower study of the appropriate subject, “Ministers to Up-
hold the Issue in 1849.” Musical selections and songs by
student talent ended the evening’s program.

On February 6 Gilead became a little “boom town” by
virtue of the record crowd of 1,346 attending this winter
graduation. Auditorium, classrcoms, lounge, dining room,
and even the library Shiloah tied in by wire, all were soon
packed to accommodate this largest winter erowd for the
graduation exercises, Expressions to the graduating stu-
dents by the farm servant and the four school instructors,
a letter from a fifth instructor not present, and the reading
of many telegrams from well-wishers from all over the earth,
plus appropriate comments from the United States Branch
servant, all set the stage for a discourse that proved to be
outstanding, judging trom the many earnest expressions
of approval and appreciation that followed it. It was on
the subject of love, and was delivered by N. H. Knorr,
president of the school and the Watchtower Society.

He prefaced his talk by saying no notes need be taken
as he was using 1 Corinthians, chapter 13, as his notes, and
that if future need arose to recall counsel given, a reading
of this chapter would suffice. Verse by verse the speaker
discussed the chapter. One who ministers with much knowl-
edge and with faith great enough to move mountains profits
nothing unless all is done in love. Love is a gift to be
cultivated, cultivated by showing patience and kindness.
Cultivated by not putting on superior airs, by not being
rude. Love does not insist on rights, but will yield, not
resentfully, but with meekness. Cultivate this. Love rejoices
not over injustice, is happy only with truth. Other gifts may
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die; love, never. What is'lacked in knowledge can be more
than made up in love. One who appreciates that of the
gifts of faith, hope and love, love is the greatest, will pursue
that gift as he works with his brethren and as he preaches.

Brother Knorr followed up this diseourse with the presen-
tation of an envelope for each student, containing a class
picture and, in the case of those graduating with merit, a
diploma. When the last envelope was distributed a student
sprang up and requested permission to read a letter on
behalf of the class. Permission granted, he indicated thct
the letter was from the class to Brother Knorr, and pro-
ceeded to read it for all assembled to hear. After expressing
gratitude for the provisions made at Gilead for their special
training, the letter voiced some heartfelt resolves, as follows:

““The Lord is not slow about his promise, in the sense
that some men think; he is really showing his patience . ..,
because he does not want any to perich, but wishes all men
to be brought to repentance.’ (2 Pet. 3: 9, An Amer. T'rans.)
We shall, by Jehovah’s grace, ‘hasten the day’ of his final
vindication by declaring its nearness, the surety of the
destruction of Satan’s entire organization and the blessing
of all persons of good-will toward God through the Kingdom
under the King, Christ Jesus, even to the immediate expan-
sion of the proelamation of the Kingdom gospel in the Hier-
archy’s stronghold, Italy. Knowing that there are many in
Italy with a righteous desire for knowledge of God’s Word
and desiring to be freed from the bondage of fear and super-
stition that has held them many years, twenty-seven of our
number are thankful for the special privilege of ‘hastening
the day’ of salvation for the many thousands of Italian-
speaking persons of good-will toward Jehovah.

“Jehovah God has given us a tongue for teaching, that
we may know how to succor the weary with his Word, not
only in Italy but in Burma, Siam, Central and South
America, Africa, the islands of the sea, and other parts of
the earth. We are not content to stop here, but it is our
prayer that our love may grow richer and richer in knowl-
edge and perfect insight. Knowing that our Gilead training
has set us on the path of increased privileges of service, we
look forward to our opportunities of serving our brethren
and the people of good-will toward Jehovah throughout
the earth.”

The fulfillment of those resolves will do much toward
relieving the shortage of spiritual food in the lands to be
visited by these graduates, and Jehovah's witnesses will
look forward to reports that will show how the nourishing
message they proclaim has built up more witnesses for the
Lord in these lands. Specially will readers of The Watch-
tower lock forward to reports from the 28 (one from a
former class joined the 27 of this class) that serve in Italy.
For most of the twelfth class the Sunday afterncon tour
of Shiloah and the evening program of expressions from
students wrote finis to their Gilead schooldays, but for the
27 Italy-bound graduates there remained ten days of post-
graduate work, ten days of intense instruction in the Italian
tongue before sailing for Italy.

Jesus said: “Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled.” May the graduates
of the twelfth class be used by Jehovah to satisfy this
hunger and thirst and thereby relieve the world-wide
shortage of spiritual food.





