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"And all thy children shall he tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall he the peace of thy children." • ]Jaialz 5 4:IJ. 

THE BIBLE CLEAilLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH Is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and Is the ll!aker of hf>aven and earth and Gi\·er of 
life to his crt>atures: that the Word or Logos was the bei:lnnlng 
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other thini:s; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the issue of His uni' ei·sal sovereignty; 

THA'l' GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed l11m upon It; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan. and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was mutle human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death !n order to pro<luce the ran~om or redemptlYe price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus diYine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authonty as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAl'IT.\.L OUGANIZATION is a Theocracy culled 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Ofhcer thereof and Is the 
ru:htful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's ch!ltlren, me1uhers of Jehov,Lh's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and prh ilei:e it 
is to testLfy to Jehovnh's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind us expressed in the Bible: 

THAT THE OLD \YOilLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule. ended 
A.D. 1914. and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jel1o>ah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vinrlicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE HELIEF um! blessmi,;s of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingc:om uncler Christ. which ha~ begun; thut Ilis 
next great act is to desuoy Satan's orga::11zat10n and establish 
r1ghtt-ousness completely m the earth; uncl th::.t l!Il(ler the Kingtlom 
the people of good-will surv1nng Arwnc::eddon will curry out the 
dn lne mandate to "fill the earth" with righteous offsprm~. antl 
that the human rlead m the gnn es w111 he raised to opportumties 
of life on eurrh. 

"BLAMELESS !'>IIXISTRY" TESTI:'r!O:'-<Y PERIOD 
The ministry of God's \\ord mubt be earned forward through 

cold and heat for Gocl's numsters not to be blamed. Hence Febru­
ary ·will experience no stoppage of the proclamation of His krng­
dom publicly and from door to door. The service calendar an­
nounces it as "Blameless :Jirnistry" Testnnony Perrnd, and it will 
be the second month of the 1949 campaign for subscript10ns for the 
Watchtower Socwty's magazines. The offer that all those who talk 
God's kingdom will therefore make to all their eontacts will be a 
year's subscription for both The TVatchtower and Awake/ together 
with the premium of a bound book and a booklet, at jnst $2 
(American money) for the full set. Preferably the latest book, 
"Let God Be True", and one of the latest booklets, The Joy of All 
the People or Permanent Governor of .All Nations, should be 
offered as the premium. \Vhether in the Northern or in the South­
ern Hemisphere, February is a difficult month to pull through, 
but faithful mrnisters \vill not come under blame for slacking the 
hand. Watchtower readers will not want to come under blame 
for failure regarding the uunistry of God's Word, and so we 
invite their inquiries and requests as to a share in it. May your 
report at the end of the Testimony Period prove you blameless. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of February 20: "Earth's Destiny After This World's End," n 1-21 inclusive, The lVatchtower January 15, 1949. 
Week of February 27: "Activities of Subjects of the Thousand­

y ear Reign," 
~ 1-21 inclusive, The Watchtower January 15, 1949. 

ITS :MISSION 

THIS journal ls published tor the purpose of enabllng the 
people to know Jehovah God and hls purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publishes Bible II1Struction specilically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will 
It arranges systematic Bible study for Its renders and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publtshes 
smtable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public Instruction ln the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It Is entirely free and separate from all rellgion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It Is wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved Kmg. 
It ls not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the i!ght of the Scriptures. It tloes not Indulge 
in controversy, und Its columns are not open to personalities. 

Notice to SMbacriber•: Remittance• should be sent to oll!ce In your 
country In compliance with regulatlona to guarantee safe delh·ery ot 
moue). Uemittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no 
ot!\ce 18 located, by international money order only. Subscription rates in 
different countries are stated below in local currency, Notice oJ e.rpu at1on 
(with renewal blank) is sent at least two Issues before subscription 
expires. Ohange of addreu when sent to our office may be expected 
effecti..-e within one month. Send your old 8.11 well as new address. 

Please address the Watch Tower Society In every cue. 

Offices Yearly Subscription Rl\te 
America (U.S.), 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N.Y. $1 00 
Australia, 7 Beresford Rd., Strathfield, X. S. W. 6s 
Bntish West Indies, 21 Taylor St., Woodbrook, Porto! Spain, Trinidad $1 25 
B1u ma, 39 Signal Pagoda Road, Rangoon Rs. 3/8 
Oanada, 40 Irwin Ave .• Toronto o, Ontario $1 00 
England, 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2 os 
India, 167 Love Lane, Bombay 27 Rs 3/8 
Jama1ra, 151 King St., Kingston :is 
Neu:foundland, Post Box 521. St. John'• $1 00 
New Zealand, G. P. O. Box 30, Welllngton, C. 1 6S 
N1gc11a, U est Af1'1ca, P.O. Box 695, Lagos 5s 

Ph1lipprne Republ1~a~offr::cl~~~e~~1R:r-°r~~;te, Quezol) City 2 pesos 
South Africa, 623 Boston House, Cape Town 5s 
T. Hawan, 122~ Penbacola St., Honolulu 14 $1.00 

Translations of this journal appear in many lnnguni:e•. 

ALL SIXCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIDLE wl10 by teason of ln· 
firm tty, poverty or adversity nre unable to pa) the subscription p1 lee may 
hn' e The lratchtoloer tree upon written apphcat10u to the pul>Jl.;;hers, 
mn.lle once each ) ear, stating tlle renson for ~o requesting lt \\ e are 
i;lad to thus aid tbe needy, but the written apphcnuon once eacl:t year 
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Entered as aeconc!·cla., matter at the post o[flce at Brooklun, N. Y., 
u11der the Act of Jlarc/1 3, ZS79. 

1949 YEARBOOK OF JEHOVAH'S WITXESSI:S 

With gratitude to God for accomplishing thiough his servant~ 
the greatest service achievement durmg this past year, the Society 
no\v reieases the 1949 Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses. It will be 
really a stirrmg experience, and not a dull reVIew of data and 
figures, for you to read the president's report at length on the 
year's activities of Jehovah's witnesses in more than nmety lands. 
Also, introduced by his own special comment on the 1949 yeartcxt, 
the texts and comments drawn from the latest lVatchtower issue:, 
provide you with a choice thought for each clay of the year. Orders 
for copies of the 1949 r earbook, bound in peach-color cloth, with 
more thnn 350 pages, should be accompamed by remittances at 
50c a copy. Compames should send in combrned order& to mmim1ze 
our work of handlmg and shipping. 

1949 CALfu...,DAR 

.A.gain the Lord provides us with a new service calendar, for the 
year 1949, the text for which is, "I ... will yet praise thee more 
and more." (Pa. 71: 14) The picture embellishing it steps into the 
field of realism by exhibiting under the year's text a b1rd's-eye 
view of that now world-famous missionary &chool, Gilead, m its 
environs, in four colors, and which is mightily aiding today in 
praising Jehovah more and more. Under the picbre the date pad 
presents the six special testimony periods of 1949 and the alterna­
tive months, together with the serVIce theme for each such month. 
Orders may now he sent m, with remittance to cover, at 25c a 
calendar, or $1.00 for five mailed to one address. 
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EARTH'S DESTINY AFTER THIS WORLD'S END 
"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fied away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea." 

-Rev. 20: 11 and 21: 1. 

JEHOV .AH is the majestic One w110 sits as Judge 
upon the "great white throne'' in the heavens. It 
is to him that the prayer has ascended for the 

past nineteen hundred years: "Our Father in 11eaven, 
your name be revered! Your kingdom come! Your 
will be done on earth as it is done in heaven!" (1Iatt. 
6: 9, 10, An Amer. Trnns.) Manifestly at the time 
that this model prayer was first taught, the kingdom 
of Jehovah God the Father had not yet come to 
our earth and his will was not yet being done on 
earth as it was in the heavens where he resides 
in righteousness. The hea,·ens and the earth are 
his creation, and so our planet earth is a place 
over which his kingdom should rule and where his 
righteous will should be done among all his earthly 
subjects, the same as in all the rest of the universe. 
He had a marvelous purpose in creating the earth, 
and his purpose will not be blocked and go unrealized. 
In his own appointed time he will have the earth 
fully inhabited by perfect men and women, every 
one of these a devoted subject lovingly doing the 
divine will. This purpose is indelibly recorded in 
these words: "For thus saith Jehovah that created 
the heavens, the God that formed the earth and 
made it, that established it and created it not a 
waste [or, not in vain], that formed it to be inhabited: 
I am Jehovah; and there is none else." (Isa. 45: 18, 
Ani. Stan. Ver., margin) In 1~eeping with his purpose 
he has now at last taken to himself his great power 
to rule and to make the authority of his throne felt 
by all men on earth.-Rev. 11: 17, 18. 

2 There is no known reason for Jehovah God to 
destroy our planet earth which is a part of a universe 
he occupied unknown trillions of years to create. 
What reason is there for him to destroy the earth 
after his purpose for it is realized and his holy will 
is perfectly done on it by all its human inhabitants 1 
Still, you ask, why does the vision given to the 
apostle John say that when God sits on his great 
white throne of judgment and turns his face to our 
1. What was Go<l'R undefentnble purpose In creating our earth? 
2. Why, despite Re~elation. 20: 11, will our earth not pass away• 

earth to give it the attention that it needs, then "the 
earth and the heaven fled away'' from his face~ (Rev. 
20: 11) It is because such earth and heaven are 
symbolic. They are not the literal earth and heaven 
that He created. Concerning the heaven and earth 
which he made and which are therefore good we 
read: "Thus saith Jehovah, Heaven is my throne, and 
the earth is my footstool." (Isa. 66: 1, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Reasonably Jehovah God the Creator would not 
destroy his own throne and footstool. His sanctuary 
is in the heavens, and the earth is as eternal as it, for 
we read: "He built his sanctuary like the heights, like 
the earth which he hath established for ever." ( Ps. 
78: 69, Am. Stan. Ver.) Seeing that the literal earth 
and heaven which God created must abide forever, 
according to his good purpose, then we must under­
stand that the heaven and earth that flee away are 
symbolical. They have God's disapproval because 
they are created by his enemies, and they must make 
way for God's glorious kingdom. 

s The fact that "there was found no place for them" 
(Rev. 20: 11) shows that such disapproved heaven 
and earth are destroyed. Their flight into destruction 
takes place at the end of this world. :Many scriptures 
show this. For example, the apostle Peter first tells 
of the end of the pre-flood world in Noah's time and 
then describes the end of the present world in a fiery 
trouble, saying: "You ... await and hasten towards 
the coming of the day of God, by which the J1eavens, 
being on fire, will be dissolved and the elements will 
melt away by reason of the heat of the fire! But we 
look for new heavens and a new earth, according 
to his promises, wherein dwells justice." (2 Pet. 
3: 12, 13, Catholic Confraternity translation) It is 
therefore clear that the flight of the heaven and 
earth from before the face of God on his great white 
throne occurs before the thousand-year reign of 
Jesus Christ, his Son. That being the case, then the 
destruction of such heaven and earth corresponds 
with the things described at Revelation 19 : 11 to 
3. Wl.len does the flight of the old heaven and earth take place? 

19 
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~O: 3. "Why so! Because the things there described 
take place in heaYen and in earth immediately before 
the thousand-year reign of Christ begins. 
~With the use of quite a number of symbolic ex­

pressions Revelation 19: 11-21 describes the appear­
ing of mankind's rightful Ruler, Christ J esns, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, and the total war 
that the "kings of the earth and their armies" wage 
against him. The Revelation makes no political dis­
tinctions behveen any of these earthly kings or 
rulers, but shows that they are all against him and 
are all on the side of a symbolic beast and false 
prophet. They are all a part of this doomed world. 

5 Whether this world is acting beastly and follow­
ing false prophecies contrary to God's ·word we 
leave it for all hone:;t people to judge. The fact 
remains that all the "kings of the earth", whether 
inside or outside of Christendom, do not want the 
real, living, personal Cl1rist Jesus to rule over this 
planet with absolute power. They themselves want 
to dominate the earth by their respective political 
forms of government. And in this political effort 
these "kings of the earth" have the prayers and 
support of all the religious leaders inside and outside 
of Christendom. De:-cribing the destruction of all 
these "kings of the earth" and their supporters and 
followers at the world·s end, Revelation 19: :.W, 21 
says: "And the beast was taken, and with him the 
false prophet, who wrought sigm. before him, \vhere­
with he seduced them who received the character of 
the beast, and who adored his image. The~e two were 
cast alive into the pool of fire, burning with brim­
stone. And the rest "·ere slain by the sword of him 
[Christ Jesus] that sitteth upon the horse. which 
proceedeth out of his mouth; and all the birds were 
filled with their flesh." (Apoc. 19: ~O, ::!l, Douay) This 
denotes that a terrific loss of human life will mark 
this world's end and that many bodies will lie around 
unburied for wild beasts ancl birds of carrion to 
gorge themselves upon. It will he the complete fulfill­
ment of the prophecy, at Jeremiah 25: 31-33: 

6 "Thus saith Jehovah of 110sts, Behold, evil shall 
go forth from nation to nation, and a great tempest 
:-:-hall be raised up from the uttermost parts of the 
earth. ~\nd the slain of Jehovah shall be at that day 
from one end of the earth even unto the other end 
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither 
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the 
face of the ground."-Am.Stan. Ver. 

7 The prophecy at Ezekiel 39: 1-21, which gives 
details of the fight of Gog and :Magog and all of 
Gog's allies at this world's end, refers to the same 
thing as the abo-.;e propltecies of Revelation and 
Jeremiah. All political observers of today must 
agree that such a wholesale destruction of the "kings 
4-u How do ne,·elnuon und Jeremiah picture earth's de&truct!on~ 
7, ..., \\.lint will de""tructton of enrth 1 

... lungs and su11portcr>- m€nn., 

of the earth" and their backers and followers will 
mean the end of our present so-called "civilization'', 
the end of our present earthly organization and 
arrangement of things. And in this electronic age, 
with its atomic bomb, who is there to say the end of 
the present earthly arrangement of human society 
will not be in a very fiery time both literally and 
figurativelyT Such destruction of all present politi­
cal, commercial and religious arrangements under 
God's disapproval is what is symbolized by the flee­
ing of the earth from before his face. And if no place 
is to be found for it any more, then surely it will 
never again exist upon our planet earth, which is 
God's footstool. 

8 In harmony with that fact, Revelation 19: 20 
foretells that the "beast" and the "false prophet" 
will be pitched alive "into a lake of fire burning with 
brimstone", and Revelation 20: 14, 15 says: "This is 
the second death-the fierv lake. Anvone whose name 
was not found written in· the book ·of life was flung 
into the fiery lake." (An Amer. Trans.) Plainly the 
things symbolized by the "beast" and the "false 
prophet" are judged unfit to live any further. They 
deserve annihilation, for they induce the "kings of 
the earth and their armies" to fight God's King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

THE FLIGHT OF THE HEAVENS 
9 Even in a physical sense our planet earth is 

dominated by the heavens from wl1icl: the sun, moon 
and stars exercise an effect upon it and cosmic rays 
beat down upon it unceasingly. In like manner the 
symbolic earth, the arrangement today of lrnmai: 
society, is affected and dominated by unseen higher 
intelligences. The organization made up of rncl 1 

superior invisible intelligences is what the BilJle 
speaks of as the symbolic heaven. Since the flood of 
Noah's time such heaven has been wicked. It ha:­
exercised upon human society an influence only 
toward selfishness and wickedness. Many men would 
like to get rid of the debasing influence of rnch 
wicked heaven, but to this day they have been unable 
to do so. It is impossible for mankind to do a'rny 
with the unseen domination of such heaven. Almighty 
God .Jehovah is the only One able to do away with it, 
and lie will soon do so by Christ Jesus, hib King of 
kings and Lord of lords. After first debcribing how 
the symbolic earth flee:; awav into the land of 
nowh~re, the Yision of Revelatio.n immediately shows 
ho\Y the flight of the symbolic heaven from before the 
face of the Supreme Judge upon his great white 
throne takes place. At Revelation 20: 1-3 the apostle 
John says: 

10 "And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent, 
9, 10 1'1int bea\ en tlees nway, nnd bo" Is this p!ctured' 
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which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut 
it, and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, until the thousand years should be 
finished: after this he must be loosed for a little 
time.''-Am. Stan. Ver. 

11 Thus the vision graphically foretells that at this 
world's end the Devil will be bound and cast into the 
abyss. This will be a thousand years before he is 
cast into the "pool of fire", where the "beast" and the 
"false prophet" are. As The Watchtower showed in 
its issue of October 1, 1948, God's angel or deputy 
who binds Satan the Devil and hurls him into the 
abyss of restraint is Christ Jesus, who has been given 
all power in heaven and earth. Since the enthrone­
ment of Clirist Jesus in heaven in the year 191±, 
Satan the Devil has been cast out of heaven, and his 
wicked angels with him, and these have been confined 
to the vicinity of our earth. These are the ones that 
are responsible for the political, commercial, reli­
gious, social and physical woes that have come upon 
manldnd since A.D. 1918. In proof of this, Revelation 
12: 12 says: ·'Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 
of the sea! for the devil is come do\vn unto you, hav­
ing great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time." For thousands of years the wicked 
angels have \Yorked \Vith the Devil in deceiving the 
whole world, and lience, if the "dragon, that old 
Serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan", is not to 
deceive the nations for a thousand years to come, 
his angels must also be restrained \Vith him when he 
is restrained from his deceptive \vork. Revelation 
20: 1-3 does not specifically say his angels are put 
into the abyss with the "dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan". But his angels were 
cast do\'m to the earth with him, and it must be that 
later, when he is abyssed, his angels or demons are 
restrained in the abyss with him. 

12 Binding and abyssing the Serpent, the Devil, is 
what is meant by crushing the serpent's head. His 
angels must be crushed with him. Ba.ck there in the 
garden of Eden God said to the Serpent, the Devil: 
"I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
between your seed and her seed; he shall crush your 
head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel." (Gen. 
3: 15, Gath. Confrat.) The wicked angels or demons 
are a part of the Serpent's seed; they are the 
invisible, spiritual part. Since the Seed of God's 
woman, namely, Christ Jesus, restrains the Serpent's 
seed together with the Serpent, then the restraining 
of the wicked demons apparently means their being 
abyssed with the Devil, "the prince of the demons." 
All along the demons have feared to go into the 
abyss. Notice the gospel account of Jesus' encounter 
with a man under the control of many such spirit 
11. When will Satan be abyssed, and why not he nlone? 
12. What does crushing the serpent's head mean fo1 Sntan nntl <lemons? 

demons: "And when he saw Jesus, he cried out, and 
fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, 
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the 
Most High God 7 I beseech thee, torment [Greek, 
basanidzo] me not. For he was commanding tlie 
unclean spirit to come out from the man. For often­
times it had seized him: and he was kept under 
guard, and bound with chains and fetters; and break­
ing the bands asunder, he was driven of the demon 
into the deserts. And Jesus asked him, What is thy 
name' And he said, Legion; for many demons were 
entered into him. And they entreated him that he 
would not command them to depart into the abyss." 
It was not then the due time for Jesus to bind and 
abyss Satan, the prince of the demons. Hence Jesus 
did not then torment the demons by abyssing them. 
-Luke 8: 26-33, Am. Stan. Ver. 

13 Satan the Devil and his legions of demons have 
composed a great invisible empire, one not of flesh 
and blood, but of spirit. These are the ones meant 
when Paul writes to his fellow Christians: "Our 
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the Principalities and the Powers, against the world­
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of wickedness on high." (Eph. 6: 12, Gath. Confrat.) 
Since the flood of Noah's time these organized spirits 
under the prince of the demons have made up the 
symbolic heavens, "the heavens that now are," as the 
apostle Peter calls them. (2 Pet. 3: 7, ibid.) These, 
then, are the heavens that are destroyed at this end 
of the world, and not Jehovah God's creations, the 
sun, moon, stars and spiral nebulae. Now the vision 
that John had shows that the destruction of the 
wicked heavens comes after Satan the Devil wit­
nesses the annihilation of his wicked earthly organ­
ization. Therefore the destruction of. the heavens by 
abyssing Satan and his demon angels is what i:s 
pictured by the fleeing of the heaven, never to be 
organized again as they have been for these thou­
sands of years since the flood. But the glorious sun, 
moon and stars of the literal skies will remain for 
all time. In proof, Psalm 72: 5, 7 says of the rule of 
Christ, the "Son of David": 

a "They shall fear thee as long as the sun un<l 
moon endure, throughout all generations. In his day8 
shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth." And Psalm 89: 35-37 
says: "Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will 
not lie unto David. His seed [Christ} shall endure 
for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall 
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful 
witness in heaven." 

NEVER A DEPOPULATED EARTH 
1 ~ Some religionists wrongly teach that the binding 

13, H. Which heavens are destroyed, and whkh remain? Whnt proo1 ' 
Hi How !R !'\ntan s 11hJ••1niz wrongly el<plalned with Isaiah 24 l·li' 
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and casting of Satan into the abvss means he will 
be given the free run of the earth for the thousand 
years of Christ's reign but that during this time the 
earth will be absolutely void and waste as it was at 
the beginning, so that Satan will not be in contact 
with the earthly nations to tempt and deceive them. 
True, Christ's thousand-year reign and Satan's im­
prisonment in the abyss continue during the same 
period of time. But it is a religious mistake to apply 
to the earth during that time t11e following scripture 
prophecies: 

"Behold, J ebovah maketh the earth empty, and 
maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and 
scattereth abroad the in1rnbitants thereof .... The 
earth shall be utterly emptied, and utterly laid 
waste; for Jehovah hath spoken t1iis word. 'l'he earth 
mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth 
and fadeth away, the lofty people of the earth do 
languish. The earth also is polluted under the inhab­
itants thereof; because they have trn:nsgressed the 
lmvs, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting 
covenant. Therefore hath the eurse devoured the 
earth, and they that dwell therein are found guilty: 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, 
and few men left."-lsa. 24: 1-6, Am.Stan. Ver. 

16 This prophecy had its first fulfillment upon the 
land of Judah and Jerusalem twentY-fiYe centuries 
ago, but it has a larger and final fnlfiilment upon the 
organization of Christendom at this end of the world. 
It was the land of Judah, and not our en tire globe, 
that JehoYah made empty of its unfaithful inhabit­
ants in GOi B.C. To that end he let the mighty Baby­
lonian conqueror Xebuchadnezzur overrun that land 
and desolate its towns and cities and even its capital 
J erusnlem, and then deport to Babylon most of the 
surviving Je\YS. Even those who were left in the land 
finally became fearful and fled down to Egypt. Thus 
Jehovah brought his cur;:;e upon the profaned Land 
of Promise and emptied it of man and domesticated 
beast, just as if it were a bowl that he turned upside 
down so as to dump out its contents. He did not then 
depopulate the entire globe, but left the Gentile 
nations on the earth that they might dominate the 
globe for "seven times'', and he scattered the former 
Jewish inhabitants of Judah among all these Gentile 
nations. For the next seventy years he left the land 
of Judah lie forsaken with all its cities in ruin, its 
temple at Jerusalem robbed and burned, and its 
fields and forests unattended. So the land became 
like a primeval wilderness, the haunt of wild beasts 
and birds. 

u There was, though, a faithful remnant among 
those Jews who were scattered among the nations, 
and with regard to these the twenty-fourth chapter 
of Isaiah further says: "Therefore the inhabitants 
lG. 17. How did Isaiah 24: 1-6 hn>e its first fulflllmenO 

of the earth waste away, and few are the mortals 
that are left .... For so will it be in the midst of 
the earth, among the peoples, as when an olive tree 
is beaten, or at the gleaning of grapes, when the 
vintage is over. Yonder, men lift up their voice, they 
sing for joy, at the majesty of the LoRD they shout 
more loudly than the sea: 'Therefore glorify the 
LORD throughout the east, on the coast-lands of the 
sea praise the name of the LoRD, the God of Israel!' 
From the end of the earth have we heard songs of 
praise: 'Glory for the righteous!'" And that the 
complete fulfillment of this occurs at the time that 
Jehovah God enthrones bis anointed King, .Tesus 
Christ, to rule for him, the last verse of the chapter 
shows, saying: "For the Lorm of hosts will be king 
on :Mount Zion, and will reveal his glory before his 
elders in Jernsalem.''-lsa. 2-±: 6, 13-16, 23, ~111 Amer. 
Trans. 

18 The same is true with regard to the prophec:y at 
Jeremiah 4: 22-28, namely: "For my people are fool­
ish, they know me not; they are sotfo-li children, and 
they have no understanding; they are wise to do evil, 
but to do good they have no lmowledge. I beheld the 
earth, and, lo, it was waste and void; and the heaven:,:, 
and they had no 1ight. I beheld the mountains, and, 
lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved to and fro. 
I beheld, and, lo. there was no man, and all the hirds 
of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fr'Jit­
ful field was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof 
were broken down at the presence of JehoYah, and 
before his fierce anger. For thus saith .Telwn1h. The 
whole land shall be a desolation; yet will I not make 
a full end. For this shall the earth mourn, and the 
heavens above be black; because I haYe spoken it, 1 
have purposed it, and I have not repented, neither 
will I turn back from it."-Am.Stan. rer. 

19 In these verses Jeremiah is inspired to }Jropl1e~y 
first about the seventy-year desolation of the land 
of Jehovah's cho~en people, the Israelites, from G07 
to 537 B.C. During that time the land of Judah and 
J ernsalem was waste and void and the favor of 
heaven did not shine do\vn upon it. It was under the 
divine curse, and "there was no man" in it. For this 
reason it became a wilderness. Not merely in this 
fourth chapter, but all through the book of J ererniah, 
he describes how this desolate, manless condition of 
Judah and Jerusalem was to come about by the 
invasion of the Babylonian hordes, the destruction 
of the Jewish cities, and the deportation of most of 
the survivors to Babylon and the flight of the rest 
to Egypt. For example, Jeremiah 36: 29 reads: "The 
king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this 
land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and 
beast." At the end of the seventy years of desolation 
Jehovah's prophecy by Jeremiah came true: "And 
18. rn. now did Jeremiah 4: :?:?-:?~ haw It• ftr•t fulfillment? 
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fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say, 
It is desolate, without man or beast; it is given into 
the hand of the Chaldeans." ( J er. 32: 43; also 
33: 10-13) And by Ezekiel .Jehovah prophesied to 
the desolate "mountains of Israel": "I will multiply 
upon you man and beast; and they shall increase 
and be fruitful; and I will cause you to be inhabited 
after your former estate, ... and ye shall know that 
I am Jehovah."-Ezek. 36: 8-11, Am. Stan. l' er. 

20 Yes, the land of Judah was depopulated for 
seventy years, but this does not typify an unpeopled, 
chaotic, formless globe during the thousand years 
that Satan the Devil is bound. No; but that total 
desolation which came upon ancient Judah for the 
unfaithfulness of the Jews prophetically pictured 
the complete destruction due to be visited soon upon 
its modern counterpart, the organization of Clll'is­
tendom. Because she professes to be Christian, but 
is permeated with paganism and brings reproach 
upon God's holy name, Christendom will be wiped 
out at this world's end. She will never be restored, 
because the true Christians who are members of the 
~o. 21. Why will the complete fulfillment of tbi" pro11llecy not mean a 
•lepopulated earth during the nme ~:nnn I• hound 1 

"body of Christ" will enter their heavenly inl1erit­
ance to reign with him for the thousand years. Thus 
the true basis for calling any part of our globe 
"Christendom" will have· been forever removed. The 
end of this world will result not only in the destruc­
tion of so-called "Christendom" but also in the 
destruction of all the symbolic earth, the Devil's 
visible organization of human society. Yet, this will 
not result in a totally depopulated planet. 

22 When predicting the end of this world Jesus 
said: "But as the days of N o'e were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be." The flood took away 
in destruction all those who did not know the day and 
hour of its coming and did not enter into the ark; 
but did it take away Noah and his household who 
did enter the ark! No! (Matt. 24: 37-39) Likewise, 
the end of this world will take away in destruction 
Christendom and the rest of wicked humanity, but 
those now taking a position in support of Jehovah's 
universal sovereignty and his kingdom by Christ 
Jesus have the promise of surviving this world's 
end, just as Noah and his household lived through 
the global flood. Earth's glorious destiny is only 
beginning after this world's end l 

ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECTS OF THE THOUSAND-YEAR REIGN 

W HEN Noah and his household emerged from 
the ark the year following the forty-day 
rainfall, the repopulating of the dried earth 

began, in obedience to God's commandment. \Ve 
read: "And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth." (Gen. 9: 1, 7) Like Noah's sons and 
daughters-in-law, a numberless multitude of persons 
of good-will, consecrated to Jehovah God through 
Christ, ·will survive this world's end. ·we are not to 
suppose that human marriage and childbearing will 
at once cease, but the survivors will enjoy the same 
privilege of marriage and rearing children as Noah's 
sons and daughters-in-law did. God's utterance of a 
mandate to Noah's household to multiply doubtless 
pictures that He will issue a like mandate to the 
good-will survivors of this world's end. The "new 
earth" will start then, and from its start the increas­
ing of earth's population in obedience to the divine 
mandate to multiply \Vill go forward. The "new 
heavens" will then pour down blessings. 

2 It is therefore clear that the binding and abyssing 
of Satan the Devil for a thousand years to prevent 
him from deceiving tl1e nations could not Scriptural­
ly mean the reducing of our terrestrial globe to a 
chaotic, shapeless mass and confining Satan to this 
uninhabited scorched earth with no one on it for 
l, 2. llow does the •ii'>lne mandate disprove n di>populated earth? 

him to seduce. As pointed out in our October 1, 1948, 
issue, the abyss means a state of isolation for him 
and his demons in which they will be totally inactive, 
a state of suspended animation. As the Scriptures 
say that Jesus went into the abyss when he died and 
was buried, so, too, when Satan and his demons are 
put in the sealed-up abyss, it means lifelessness for 
them.-Rom. 10: 7, Am. Stan. Ver.; Gath. Con frat. 

3 These good-will survivors of the world's end 
become the first subjects of the millennial King. By 
beginning his reign over them Christ Jes us begins 
his reign of a thousand years over the cleansed earth. 
He will reign from heaven, just as Satan, "the prince 
of this world," ruled over this present evil world 
until he and his demons were cast out of heaven and 
down to this earth. (Rev.12: 9-13) The faithful mem­
bers of the "body of Christ" will rule with him from 
heaven, which is God's throne; and regarding this 
Revelation 20: 4-6 says: "And I saw thrones, and 
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls of them that had been 
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the 
word of God, and such as worshipped not the beast, 
neither his image, and received not the mark upon 
their forehead and upon their hand; and they liVPd, 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest 
of the dead lived not until the thousand years should 
3. From where will Christ Jesus rule tbe earth, and who with hlm' 
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be finished. This is the :first resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
over these the second death hath no power; but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years."-Am. Stan. Ver. 

'Note that verse four says as to those faithful 
Christians who sit on the throne with Christ during 
his reign: "And judgment was given unto them." 
This could not mean they would be judged after 
sitting upon thrones to reign with Christ, for they 
will have alreadv overcome this Devil-ruled world 
and will have been accounted worthv to live and 
reign with Christ as they also suffered-and died with 
him. So the giving of judgment to them means they 
are appointed to judge others. 'l'hey were "empow­
ered to act as juclges". (An Amer. Trans.) The apostle 
Paul pointed forward to this privilege, saying to his 
fellow Christians: "Do you not know that the Chris­
tians are to be the judges of the world 1 And if the 
world is to come before you for judgment, are you 
unfit to decide the most trivial cases~ Do you not 
know that we are to be the judges of angels, to say 
nothing of ordinary matters 1" (1 Cor. 6: 2, 3, An 
Amer. Trans.) So when Christ Jesus judges men and 
angels in the new world of righteousness, these faith­
ful overcomers seated upon the throne with him will 
act as associate judges with him. 

5 Yes, too, they will be "priests of God and of 
Christ", says verse six. That means they will join 
with God's High Priest Christ Jesus in extending to 
mankind on earth the benefits of the ransom sacri­
fice which he provided when he offered up his human 
life. Christ Jesus was prefigured by }.foses' brother, 
Aaron, who was made the high priest of the nation 
of Israel. Aaron had four sons, and these were made 
his assistants as underpriests. As such, they pre­
figured the members of the ''body of Chri~t" who are 
made priests of God and of Christ. On the yearly day 
of atonement High Priest Aaron offered up sacrifice 
first for his own sins and those of his house. After 
that he offered up sacrifice for the sins of the rest of 
the Israelites. (Lev. 16: 11-17) This prefigured that 
the 144,000 members of the "body of Christ" are first 
in receiving the direct benefits of Christ's ransom 
sacrifice, yes, now during this world. For this reason 
they are justified now by faith and are granted the 
privilege of presenting themselves as "living sacri­
fices" to God through Christ, to suffer and die like 
him that they might also have a spiritual resurrec­
tion, the "first resurrection", and reign with him in 
the heavenlv throne. Then, just as High Priest Aaron 
with the assistance of his priestly sons offered up 
sacrifice for Israel in general, so Christ's fell ow 
priests will join him as High Priest in dispensing the 
benefits of his ransom sacrifice to mankind during 
4. In what way is 'judi;ment gl\ en to them'? 
:i. II ow "Ill the)' thPn uct n& "pri~"ts of God and of Christ" 1 

his thousand-year reign. In no other way will men 
on earth in the new world be able to gain the gift of 
eternal life, being then fully justified to endless life 
as perfect humans. 

6 At present the imperfect political human rulers 
reign over all the earth, and all mankind suffers. But 
the prophecy says the time must come, and it is near, 
when "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatnes:5 
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting ldngdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him." (Dan. 7: 27) 
During the thousand years of Christ's reign this 
prophecy is fulfilled upon the 14-±,000 members of 
Christ's body, for then not only will they sit upon 
the throne and be priests of God and of Christ but 
they "shall reign with him a thousand years". 

1 No, they will not reign over a chaotic, shapeless 
charred earth with the Devil penned up alone in it. 
Kings must have subjects over whom to reign, and 
a depopulated earth would not provide them such 
subjects. So they will reign over mankind who need 
a perfect government, beginning with the good-will 
survivors of this world's end. Under their reign with 
Christ the entire earth will be subdued for the good 
of its inhabitants and will become a paradise like the 
garden of Eden; and the good-will survivors of this 
''rnrld's end will have a part in that transformatio:-i 
vrnrk from its very beginning. How long this will 
take when all the destroyers of the earth are ou: of 
the way and all of Christ's earthly subjects are hi::: 
willing and devoted servants, we do not now know. 
But paradise should be here again ·when Christ Jesus 
awakens from the dead the penitent malefactor who 
died alongside of him. This malefactor said to him: 
"Jesus! remember me whensoever thou shalt come 
into thy kingdom." "And he said unto hirn-Yerily 
I say unto thee this day: With me sltalt tho11 be in 
Paradise." (Luke 23: 42, 43, Rotherham; also Lamsa) 
Such a global paradise will be one of the marvelous 
benefits to humankind of Christ's kingdom, and it 
will demonstrate the vast difference between his 
reign and that of Satan the Devil. 

RESL"RRECTION 
8 The faithful members of Christ's body of foot­

step followers are sown at death a "natural body". 
But when they share in the "first resurrection" after 
Christ Jesus comes into the Kingdom power they are 
raised a "spiritual body". So 1 Corinthians 15: -±4 
says. "When they are resurrected thus as per.f ect 
immortal spirit creatures they at once become alive 
and enter into life, just as Christ Jesus did at his 
resurrection. No effects of their being born in sin 
and under death's condemnation as Adam's offspring 
carry over with them, for they forever sacrifice the 
G, 7. How long will they reign with him, nnd o,·er "hat'! 
~ How are they raised In the resurrection, and "by so 1 
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human nature as their Leader Christ Jesus did. This 
is what distinguishes the "first resurrection", and a 
share in it makes them "blessed and holy''. 

9 These facts must be borne in mind when we con­
sider the words: "But the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished." (Rev. 
20: 5) The resurrection of these humans from the 
dead does not make them alive in the complete sense 
that those sharing in the first resurrection are made 
alive. Why not¥ Because many of the effects of their 
being born from the sinful dying Adam will still 
continue with them on coming out of the graves. 
Hence their not living again until the thousand years 
were finished does not mean thev will not be raised 
from the grave or abode of death until the thousand 
years are finished and Satan is loosed again. Take 
that malefactor who lived a life of crime down till 
his death alongside of Jesus. vVhat chance would he 
have if the King Christ Jesus first remembered him 
and brought him out of the grave at the end of his 
thousand-year kingdom to confront at once Satan 
then let loose to go forth to try to deceive mankind 
once more? In that case the malefactor would not 
have received any of the benefits toward reform and 
uplift to human perfection that Christ's kingdom is 
meant to afford its subjects. He would not have a 
real opportunity to be justified. to eternal life and 
thus 'live again'. 

10 Hence it must be at Jehovah's due time DURISG 

the reign of Christ that the following vision of John 
is fulfilled: "And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book '\Yas opened, which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were 'vritten in the boo1rn, according to their works. 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them: and they were judged every man according to 
their works." (Rev. 20: 12, 13) This giving up of the 
dead does not mean that those whom the sea and 
death and hell discharge get at once the gift of ever­
lasting life. Their future works determine whether 
they will prove worthy of the right to eternal life 
through Christ and will thus 'live again'. Notice, 
please, that at the beginning of this judgment day of 
a thousand years the dead raised up are spoken of 
as "small and great", or high and low. This may mean 
that those thus brought back have a higher or lower 
place in God's arrangement. Some great or high ones 
may be made "princes in all the earth" to act among 
men as visible representatives of Christ. Psalm 
45: 16 includes the faithful forefathers of Christ 
Jesus the King among such princely representatives, 
who will become his children because he died for 
them and raises them from the dead. 
!l, 10. (a.) Wilen are the "rest o! the dead" broui;ht out o! the gra.Yes~ 
(b) Who are th~ "swall and great" then standing betore God: 

11 When this occurs the svmbolic heaven and earth 
have fled away already. it is the time that John 
speaks of saying: "A.nd I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth 
were passed away; and there was no more sea." 
(Rev. 21: 1) The kingdom of Christ and his en­
throned footstep followers constitute the new heaven. 
and the new visible arrangement on our planet for 
putting God's will into effect among men constitutes 
the new earth. The "sea" pictures that unsettled mass 
of mankind that has spumed up the dirt and mire of 
sin continuallv and out of whom the Devil's wicked 
visible organization has arisen in hurtful beastly 
forms. (Dan. 7: 3; Rev. 13: 1, 2) Since that sea i~ 

dried up at this end of the world and will be no more, 
it is a sea different from the literal sea in which 
millions have dro\vned and which gives up its dead 
during the thousand-year reign of Christ. According 
to this, not all the dead are in "hell"; many are in 
the sea. If "hell" or "hades" were a fiery place of 
eternal torture, then Revelation shows not all the 
dead have been in such a fiery place, but many dead 
have been in a wet place, the watery sea. Howeve1. 
the Bible "hell" is no place as the religions of Chris­
tendom picture, a fiery sulphurous place for eternally 
tormenting human souls under the surveillance of 
the Devil and his fiendish demons. It is the abode of 
the dead, to which Jesus himself went when he died 
and was buried. God raised him from this ''hell" on 
the third day and committed the "keys of hell and of 
death" to him thenceforth.-Rev. 1: 18. 

12 Thus Christ Jesus, as the Judicial Rep re sen ta­
tive of Jehovah God, uses the keys and raises the 
dead from the sea and hell and from the general 
death state that resulted from Adam's sin before 
we \Vere born. During Christ's millennial reign the 
divine will for that time will be made known to all 
mankind to the four corners of the earth, to the very 
limits of a paradise which is able to supply food for 
all of earth's population. This making of the divine 
will plain, ,,;ith no one to hinder or deceive mankind. 
is what is pictured when the vision says: "And the 
books were opened."-Rev. 20: 12. 

13 So the works according to which they will rw 
judged are not their past works committed whe11 
Satan was deceiving the whole world and the vast 
majority of mankind died without ever hearing a.bout 
the Bible. The works which form the basis for thei1 
final judgment will be their future works after the 
"books" are opened. Only that way could they be 
judged "out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works". Those conform­
ing their lives to the things written and then opened 
up to their understanding will get the blessings of 
11. What things then gl\•e up the dead that are In them? 
12. 13. (a) According to what will they then be JUd~c<l' lb) What 
lJenefits will those get who conform their l!\·es to re~u1r~ment~ '• 
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the Kingdom. They will receive the priestly minis­
tration of Christ's ransom sacrifice and will be healed 
from all the death-dealing effects of Adam's sin. 
Thus death due to him will be wiped out: "and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away." (Rev. 21: 4) "For he must 
reign, till 11e hath put an enemies under his feet. The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." (1 Cor. 
15: 25, 26) This means that all obedient ones will 
attain to human perfection. 

"But how will they be gh-en a final determinative 
test of their full consecration to Jehovah God and 
the unbreakableness of their loyalty to his universal 
sovereignty1 Tl1e devilish heavens and earth have 
tled from before the great Judge's face and have been 
non-existent for the thousand vears. There is no 
"beast" or any "false prophet" t~ deceive with false 
miracles, for this "beast" and "false prophet" were 
flung into the "lake of fire and brimstone" at this 
world's end. Although paradise has been restored 
and extended all round the globe, yet there is in it 
no "tree of the knowledge of good and evil'' with 
which to test mankind as back in Eden. How, then, 
does the decisive test come to prove anyone on earth 
worthy of getting his name written in the "book of 
life" and thus being justified to the gift of everlast­
ing life through Christ Jesus~ 

THE FINAL TEST OF KINGD0'.\1 SUBJECTS 
15 The vision answers our question: "And when the 

thousand years are finished, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison, and shall come forth to deceive the 
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 
Gog and :Magog, to gather them together to the war: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they went up over the breadth of the earth, and com­
passed the camp of the sai11ts about, and the beloved 
city."-Rev. 20: 7-9, Arn.Stan. Ver. 

18 It is not definitely stated that anyone else is 
loosed from the prison \Vith Satan the Devil, any­
more than it is stated that his demons are cast into 
the abyss with him. But, consistently, if it is under­
stood that they are abyssed with him, then they are 
likewise loosed with him from this prison. So as to 
settle the great issue with regard to mankind on 
earth, Christ Jesus as Jehovah's great angel breaks 
the_ seal of the abyss and restores Satan the Devil 
and his demons to activity. Remember Pharaoh of 
Egypt, how God reserved him, wicked though he was, 
as a dishonorable vessel fit for destruction after God 
had showed all his power over him. So, too, Almighty 
God has reserved Satan the Devil for this final use 
of him to test men at the end of the thousand-year 
reign. (Ex. 9 : 16; Rom. 9: 17-22) Releasing the Devil 
14, lti. How will not, but how will, the final teat of them come? 
lG. Whom does openrng the abyss let loose, and for what purpose? 

upon mankind does not mean a restoring of the old 
wicked heavens, for Christ Jesus and his glorified 
followers in heaven still have the Devil under their 
feet, and after they let him go far enough for a full 
test of mankind they squelch his attempt to restore 
the devilish heaven over the new earth. Neither does 
loosing the Devil mean the restoring of the ''beast" 
and the deceptive "false prophet" of the present time, 
for these were put, not into the abyss, but irito the 
lake of fire from which no condemned victim ever 
gets out alive. In great wrath the Devil again defies 
Jehovah's universal sovereignty and assaults it as 
in the days of the original Gog and Magog. 

21 Ezekiel's prophecy, chapters 38 and 39, locates 
the original assault of Gog and Magog as happening 
at this end of the world, when lying spirits come out 
of the mouths of Satan the Dragon and the beast and 
the false prophet to gather the kings of the wnole 
world to the war of Armageddon with which this 
world ends. (Rev. 16: 14-16; 19: 18-21) Ezekiel's 
prophecy further pictures Gog and the land of :Magog 
as being far distant from God's approved people and 
as being evil-minded and covetous and opposed to 
the faithful worshipers of Jehovah as God. They 
fight on Satan's side of the great issue, Who is to 
rule the world 1 They prove to be on the losing side 
and are utterly destroyed at the battle of Armaged­
don by an "overflowing shower, and great hailstones, 
fire, and brimstone". (Ezek. 38: 22, Am. Stan. Ver.; 
39: 6) Those who let themselves be led astray by 
Satan loosed from his prison are likened to such 
people as Gog and Magog, whom they imitate. Like 
Satan, who leads them astray, they are willful in 
their rebellion against Jehovah God and his kingdom 
by Christ. Just how many there will be of this "Gog 
and ~!agog'' class the expression "the number of 
whom is as the sand of the sea" does not indicate. It 
need not be the majority of mankind who have expe­
rienced the blessings of Christ's millennial reign. For 
example, when the number of Christ's body-members 
was unrevealed, they were compared with the sands 
of the sea for multitude, but the exact number was 
finally disclosed to John to be just 144,000 together 
with the Head One, Christ Jesus. (Gen. 22: 17; Rev. 
14: 1; 7: 4-8) Thus the multitude of "Gog and 
Magog" is left just as indefinite in number as the 
"sand of the sea" and may be a minority of mankind. 
-See Joshua 11: 4; Judges 7: 12; 1 Samuel 13: 5; 
2 Samuel 17: 11; 1 Kings 4: 20. 

18 In unnumbered multitude Satan's hordes on 
earth, symbolized by Gog and Magog, advance to a 
fight against the thousand-year-old Government of 
the righteous new world. They are spoken of as sur­
rounding the "encampment of God's people, and the 
beloved city". (Rev. 20: 9, An Amer. Trans.) Those 
17. Who are the "Gog and Magog" whom Satan then leads astray'/ 
18. Who are the encampment und the belo>ed city that they a•sault • 
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of uplifted, per:f ected mankind who resist Satan's 
seductions show they are God's earthly people, his 
"saints" or "holy ones". Their taking the field in 
support of His rightful sovereignty and in unswerv­
ing opposition to Satan's :final assault causes them 
to be compared to an encampment. The "beloved 
city" in sup1Jort of which they muster is the New 
Jerusalem. It is the Heavenly Jerusalem, made up 
of the members of Christ's body of footstep followers 
now united to their Head, the King of kings. It is 
God's capital organization over all the universe, and 
it has controlled the earth for the thousand years. 
The assault upon it does not mean that Satan the 
Devil invades the high heavens. No; for when the 
newly enthroned Christ cast him out of heaven and 
down to earth, this made it impossible for Satan and 
his angels ever to get back up there again: "neither 
was their place found any more in heaven." (Rev. 
12 : 7, 8) Hence the ass a ult against the "beloved city" 
really means a rebPllious movement against the 
principal representatiws on earth of the invisible 
heavenly kingdom, namely, Christ's "princes in all 
the earth". \Vhat does thh; disclose! Why, that then 
the final test of integrity toward God will touch all 
people on earth, even the "princes". All those desir­
ing to gain the great Judge's approval and then to 
prove worthy of the gift of eternal life in the new 
world must then show unbreakable devotion. 

19 The final assault takes place. Almighty God pro­
tects his devoted people of integrity upon earth, but 
Satan the Devil sees the hosts whom he has led 
astray destroyed: "and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that 
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brim­
stone, where are also the beast and the false prophet; 
and they shall he tormented [Greek: basanidzo] day 
and night for ever and ever.'' (Rev. 20: 9, 10, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) This means the utter destruction forever 
of Satan the Devil and his demons as well as of the 
"beast" and the "false prophet", for the fiery sul­
phurous lake symbolizes the second death. It corre­
sponds with Gehenna, in which Jesus said God 
Almighty is able to "destroy both soul and body". 
(r.Iatt.10: 28, Am. Stan. r· er., margin) In Bible times 
jailers were called "tormentors" (Matt. 18: 34, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Satan's being tormented with the "beast" 
and "false prophet" in the lake of fire and brimstone 
19. How I~ defeat administered to the nttncJ,etR? 

forever and ever means the jailers will never release 
him from this state of destruction. He suffers the 
"second death" at the hands of Christ Jesus. (Heb. 
2: 14) Thus the final judgment of the wicked angels 
takes place, and Christ's body-members share with 
him in that judgment work.-1 Cor. 6: 3. 

2° Certainly, then, those of mankind who side with 
Satan in assaulting the encampment of God's holy 
people on earth and the visible princely representa­
tives of the "beloved citv" will not have their names 
inscribed in the "book ~f life". As to this we read: 
"And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire. 
This is the second death, the pool of fire. And if any­
one was not found written in the book of life, he was 
cast into the pool of fire." (Rev. 20: 14, 15, Gath. 
Confrat.) Whereas the death state due to Adam's 
sin and "hell" (the earthly abode of those dying in 
Adam) are destroyed, yet the second death symbol­
ized by the lake or pool of fire is not destroyed. It 
continues for all time as the penalty enf arced upon 
those who refuse to submit to Jehovah's kingdom by 
Christ Jesus. Of course, any of mankind who prove 
willfully unreformable during the millennial reign 
can be flung into the second death before the millen­
nium ends and Satan is loosed. But those who then 
join him in his wicked final assault, "Gog and 
:Magog," will with him be annihilated in the pool of 
fire, the second death. 

21 Since the casting of Satan and his demons out 
of heaven after God's kingdom was born in 191-± 
(A.D.), as pictured nt Revelation 12, all sin and 
wickedness in the universe have been confined to our 
earth and its vicinity. God never again allows place 
for it in the heavens. So, at the end of Christ's thou­
sand-year reign, when all the wicked,. both demonic 
and human, are destroyed, it will result in not only 
a clean earth but also a clean universe. The new 
heavens over the new earth will rule forever, and 
God's will is certain to be done on the paradise earth 
for all time, even as it is done up in heaven. God's 
favor through Christ will evermore extend to the 
earth, and its inhabitants will be justified to eternal 
life. By ever worshiping and faithfully serving Him 
as Most High God and Universal Sovereign they 
will never have their names expunged from the "book 
of life''. 
20 Who among men are cast Into the lake o! fire? 
21. Whnt eternal condition will then result on earth as In hen-ren? 

PARENTAL CURBS AGAINST JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

U NDER the present fallen and imperfect conditions 
in this twentieth century there is, of course, no 
possibility of the birth of a perfect child. Even 

fifteen centuries before Christ the righteously disposed Job 
said: "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full 

of trouble. Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
not one." (Joh 14: 1, 4) The psalmist David expressed it 
as true of all descendants of Adam: "I was shapen in 
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." (Ps. 
51: 5) Whatever the world may see or not see in this day 
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of rising juvenile delinquency, we can urge that those 
people desiring and seeking for eternal life in the coming 
righteous new world should realize some possibility of 
alleviating in some measure the stains and wealmesses which 
belong to our fallen race. They should at least see to it that 
their children are born with as noble tendencies as they 
can possibly bestow upon them under the divine arrange­
ment. Fallen their children will be still, and a Savior they 
will still need, and without Christ Jesus they could never 
attain either to human perfection or to worthiness of eternal 
life in the new world. Nevertheless, we can strive for the 
"dification of ourselves and of our children, now. 

Strive how he will, the human creature is still natural, 
"of the earth, earthy," and hence he can impress upon a 
wife, and she upon the embryo of her child, only such 
thought effects and sentiments as they themselves possess. 
Necessarily these are deficient in respect to the very highest 
expressions, the spiritual, the Scriptural. If for any reason 
those who are today consecrated to do God's will enter 
matrimonial relations and consider it wise to propagate a 
human family, they have a great advantage in this respect 
over natural men and women of this wQrld. They have 
loftier ideals, grander hopes, nobler aspirations, purer joys. 
Realizing the influence of their thoughts and emotions and 
strivings upon the embryo child, such parents would be in 
position to do for the child very much more indeed than 
could other parents for their offspring. 

The world has gained a selfish wisdom somewhat along 
these lines. For instance, those interested in fine stock, 
cattle, horses, sheep, etc., will not only give careful attention 
to proper mating, but in addition, especially when trying 
to breed fast horses, give careful attention to the mothers 
during the period of bearing offspring. Their every need 
and comfort are provided for, their stables are clean, bright, 
well lighted; and without knowing to a certainty to what 
extent the mare may appreciate pictures, her stable walls 
display pictures of horses racing. Moreover, while in foal 
~he is taken where she can see horses in competition, raeing, 
etc. All this is designed to produce in the mother an ambi­
tion, the impression of which reflected upon her embryo 
foal will be helpful, advantageous to speed, and thus 
financially and otherW1se profitable and pleasing to the 
owner. 

Human parents have no such financial interest in their 
offspring. But they have or ought to have a deeper and 
unselfish interest. Their hopes and ambitions on behalf 
of their children should be to see them well endowed as 
respects mental and moral qualities. Many children have 
been begotten by honest, God-fearing parents and have been 
r.orrcspondingly blessed; and this influence, favor<"..ble to 
a high human standard, has gone wherever the good news 
of God's kingdom has gone. So, then. when Christians mate 
and :ourpose the bringing forth of offspring according to the 
flesh, they should school their minds a:cd desires so that the 
moment of begettal should be not only one of mutual love 
and respect, but one of reverence for the Creator and of 
apprecrntion of this God-given power of procreation 
bestowed upon them. Every day and hour subsequently the 
interests of the child should be conserved in all of life's 
arrangements. It should not be considered a mere incident 
of life, but a very important thing involving the coming 
child's eternal destiny. 

The home should, as far as possible, be bright and cheer­
ful, the mind be directed to such channels as would be 
advantageous, reading and study of God·~ Word and printed 
explanations of it, and the practical duties of life. There 
should be a continual recognition of the Lord God and his 
kingdom by Christ in all of life's affairs, with an endeavor 
to follow the paths of justice, love and wisdom from above. 
together with loving confidences as between husband and 
wife, and kind, merciful and helpful feelings toward all 
persons of good-will in the world. With benevolence, justice, 
love, associated with all of life's affairs, the home conditions 
would be most favorable. But such a condition could 
scarcely be imagined without the fullest concurrence of the 
husband and without his careful provision and oversight. 
He should remember that at such a time the expectant 
mother is the least able to take the oversight of matters, even 
when they are those which properly belong to her own 
domain in the family. Also the husband must be the more 
careful to lead in conversation in the right manner, more 
careful to provide suitable and nourishing mental as well as 
material food, and, above all, to stir up his wife's pure mind 
in regard to the Lord God and his glorious purpose through 
his kingdom by Christ. 

To this suggestion some Christian couples might reply 
that they are not so circumstanced in life as to have all the 
conveniences and comforts and freedom from household and 
other cares at such a critical time. Nevertheless, it is well 
to set before one an ideal and strive for it. The Christian 
should never forget that in this as in all the other affairs 
of life Jehovah God by his spirit and grace makes up to 
him for all earthly disadvantages and lacks. Such a Chris­
tian, unfavorably circumstanced to any degree, should seek 
the more earnestly in prayer to have his heart filled with 
the peace of God that passes all human understanding and 
to let that rule within, continually. One result of this peace 
in the heart is that, notwithstanding the disorder that may 
unavoidably surround the mother, her child would surely 
enjoy a larger measure of peace and love than otherwise, 
more than children born under other circumstances would 
have. It would have basis for being less nervous and 
peevish, more composed and peaceable, more disposed to 
righteousness in principle and conduct and less inclined 
to delinquency. 

Christian homes that are blessed with children should 
be ruled by love and not by the literal rod. It is true that 
the scripture says: "He that spareth his rod hateth his 
son." (Prov. 13: 24) "Foolishness is bound in the heart of 
a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from 
him." (Prov. 22: 15) "Withhold not correction from the 
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his 
soul from hell." (Prov. 23: 13, 14) "The rod and reproof 
give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother 
to shame." (Prov. 29: 15) But the "rod" here means in the 
larger sense the power of parental authority; and the parent 
should always wield this with wisdom and yet with firmness, 
never relaxing his grasp upon this and allowing the child 
to grow disrespectful of it and to flout it with contempt. 
The literal rod is to be kept merely as an occasional 
necessity for enforcing the rules of love; and when it is 
administered it is to be wielded by the hand of love and 
never by the hand of uncontrolled anger. 
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Governed by the "spirit of a sound mind", the Christians 
gradually learn that order is one of heaven's outstanding 
laws, and hence that it should be one of the marked charac­
teristics of the homes of those consecrated to God. Order 
does not, however, mean absolute quiet, else the desert and 
the cemeteries would be the only places where order would 
rule. Order may mean joy as well as peace, happiness as well 
as rest, Christian liberty as well as law. Order means law, 
the law of the Lord God governing the head of the family 
and his helpmate as well as governing the children, making 
the parents examples to the children in all the Christian 
virtues. Law, even the "royal law of love", means rewards 
and punishments, and in the family the parents have the 
dispensing of these. They realize weaknesses in themselves, 
and so, in turn, they need direction from the heavenly 
Father that they may glorify him not only in their own 
hearts and actions, but also that their homes shall be earthly 
examples, foregleams of the homes of the righteous people 
of good-will who will inhabit earth in the new world. 

CHILD TRAI!'flNG 

Parental rewards for their child should be in the provision 
of such comforts and blessings as circumstances may permit. 
Their punishments may be more or less severe according to 
the willfulness and obstinacy of the child, but never accord­
ing to the standard of unbending justice, never in the 
attempt to mete out to the child the full r:J.easure of what 
its conduct might justly demand. Christian parents are 
themselves not under justice, but under divine mercy, and 
are bound to show mercy, not only in their dealings with 
those outside the home but specially in their dealings with 
their own children, whose imperfections and blemishes are, 
doubtless, traceable in greater or less degree to themselves 
and their forebears. Love may sometimes punish by the 
refusal of a token of affection, like a kiss, as rt may some­
times reward by the giving of such a sign of affection. Or it 
mav sometimes for a season banish the unruly child from 
the. company of the obedient and from the family pleasures 
that are usually provided. Love may sometimes even exer­
cise the rod of parental authority and di!>cipline to the 
extent of denying a regular meal or giving simply the 
necessities for thirst and hunger and withholding some of 
the additional luxuries and comforts. Or it may sometimes 
brandish the literal rod of chastisement to insist on obedi­
ence and thus preserve the order and blessings of the home, 
not alone in behalf of the obedient children, but also for the 
chastised one, whom it hopes thus to bless and correct. 

Christian parents should exercise self-control and not use 
anarv and harsh words to their children, to be caught up 
b/their children and by them repeated, say, to a doll, or 
to brothers and sisters or other children. Parents know that 
language of that kind is improper to anyone under cir­
cumstances of provocation. On the contrary, the "speech 
should be with grace", with lo.-e, with kindness, even when 
reproving. Nor is it necessary to suggest to parents the 
improperness of a hasty blow, which might do injury to 
the child not merely physically, perhaps permanently 
injuring its hearing or mental processes, but also wounding 
its affection, developing in it a fear of the parent instead 
of love, such love being considered the only proper ground­
work on which the obedience and order of the home are 

built. Besides, the hasty blow or cutting remark would be 
wrong and would indicate a wrong condition of mind on 
the part of the parent, a condition unfavorable to a proper. 
just decision upon matters along the lines of love, mercy 
and righteousness. 

The parent owes it to himself as a part of his own disci­
pline as well as to his child, that he will never inflict a 
puni~hment which he has not sufficiently considered and 
coolly and dispassionately considered to be not more,_ but 
less, than justice might properly deman~. He owes rt . to 
himself as rearer and caretaker of the child that the child 
shall fullv understand the situation, namely, the necessity 
for the p;eservation of order and decency in the home that 
the happiness of the home may continue to the blessing of 
all its inmates; that the child may understand thoroughl~­
also that the parent has no anger toward it, no malice, no 
hatred, nothing but sympathy, love, and a desire to do 
it good. 

Parents not consecrated to God to do his will may attempt 
such wise, profitable control over their children, but they 
lack an important help that Christian parents ha\·e for 
exercising it. Since they have not submitted themse!Yes 
fully and unreservedly to the heavenly Father and his 
·word and control, they cannot point as consecrated persono­
can to the divine law and their accountability to it, and 
their vows and endeavors to be obedient to it for the vindi­
cation of God's name. Hence consecrated parents have, if 
the~· will only use it, an immense advantage in dealing with 
their offspring. They should read to the children, from 
God's \Vord, the divine sanctioning of parental au:hority, 
and the divine requirement that a parent shall tram up a 
child in the way it should go, that it may remember ib 
Creator in the days of its youth. We are all fallen and 
unable to come up to the divine mark of perfection, and 
so all these means and corrections are necessary as helps 
to the counteracting of evil tendencies under which we han 
been born. It is a great mistake to suppose that child mind<­
do not appreciate these principles, do not differcntwtP 
right and wrong, and do not discern the appropriatene"> 
of just penalties for wrongdoing as well as of rewards fo1 
well-doing. 

Parents may forget to look backward and to note at how 
early an age they themselves learned to appreciate prin­
ciples of righteousness, to belittle the parental care which 
neglectfully failed to reprm·e, to correct, and even to 
chastise as seemed necessary. We adults can recall, also, 
how keen was our own sense of justice when we were chil­
dren; how we mentally approved parental discipline when 
we understood its motive to be for the guidance of us 
aright and for the prevention of juvenile delinquency, but 
how we resented it if we did not see a principle of justice, 
if we were reproved or otherwise punished for things of 
which we were not guilty or if we were punished beyond 
a reasonable chastisement comporting with the offense. Not 
onlv is it the best and surest way of controlling a child thu:, 
to direct its mind along the lines of right and wrong, truth 
and falsehood, justice and injustice, mercy and pihlessncs.,, 
but this constitutes also a training of the child in right 
conduct, when it is most susceptible to parental influence 
It is a molding of the child's mind and course of conduct 
at a time when the conscience and judgment of the ch1h1 
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are in their formati'\'e condition, and when it properly 
recognizes the parents as its law-giver who represents the 
supreme and only Law-giver, Jehovah God. If this work 
of teaching the Scriptures and training in righteousness 
be ignored in the child's infancy, the work is many times 
more difficult in future years, besides the disadYantages 
that will accrue both to the parents and to the child and to 
the neighbors and friends in the interim. Many of the heart-

aches and tears of well-intentioned parents over the way­
wardness, willfulness, selfishness and delinquency of their 
children might have been spared them had they done their 
duty by those children in infancy or early childhood. The 
"'ise parents will therefore endeavor to apply curbs and 
brakes to such child tendencies as early as possible, seeking 
the child's as well as their own eternal salvation in the 
righteous new world now so near. 

JOSIAH'S PENITENCE AND HUMILITY AVERT DISASTER 

L ITTLE five-year-old Prince Josiah of Judah is fright­
ened when he sees and hears his mother Jedidah mourn 
aloud one day (661 B.C.). When she stops long enough 

for him to dare go near her and ask her what she is doing, 
she tells him that she is crying because his grandfather, 
King Manasseh of Judah, has died .. Jedidah explains to him 
that now his father Amon is to be king of Judah. Little 
Josiah is too young to understand the full import of his 
mother's words, but her crying makes him sad.-2 Ki. 
21: 18; 2 Chron. 33: 20; 1 Chron. 3: 14; ~Iatt. 1: 10. 

Two years later (659 B.C.) Josiah's father Amon is 
murdered by his servants. Then "the people of the land 
slew all them that had conspired against king Amon; and 
the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his 
stead".-2 Ki. 21: 24; 2 Chron. 33: 25. 

During the two years of his father Amon's reign Josiah 
had become accustomed to the smell of incense that per­
meated the Jerusalem air because of the altars on nearly 
every housetop. Now from his own roof he could see the 
people prostrating themselves on their roofs to the host of 
the heavens. Whenever .Josiah walked about .Jerusalem he 
saw pagan black-robed chemarim priests parading. He often 
heard the citizens swear by the false god l\Iilcom, even some. 
who prostrated themselves befol'e Jehovah.-Zeph. 1: 1, 5. 

As the years went by, little King Josiah was able to under­
stand better and better what the prophet Zephaniah was 
proclaiming. When Josiah got to be fifteen years old, in the 
eighth year of his reign ( 652 B.C.), he decided that It was 
time to heed Jeho\'ah's message proclaime<l by His pl'ophet 
Zephaniah. Then he ~tarted to actively seek ,Jehovah, the 
Goel of his ancestor Davi<l. He l'ealized his father Amon 
had acted wickedly in indulging in the worship of false 
gods.-2 Chron. 33 : 22. 

Four years later (648 B.C.) Josiah begins "to purge 
Judah and Jerusalem of the shrines, the sacred poles, tl:e 
carved idols, and the metal gods". Then he himself picks 
up and shatters the little clay incense altars on the altars 
of Baal. He destroys the asherahs, or sacred poles, the 
carved idols and the metal gods and grinds them to dust, 
and scatters the dust on the graves of those who have sacri­
ficed to them. Then he takes the bones of the priests of the 
false gods and burns them on the altars of Baal. After that 
he has the altars to the Baals demolished in his own presence. 
When he has thus cleansed Jerusalem, he goes through 
Judah and purges it in the same manner. Then with his 
companions equipped with axes he goes north into Israel, 
passing through the tribal territory of Manasseh, Ephraim, 
and even Naphtali, and south through Simeon, and purges 
all Israel of false worship as he did Jerusalem and Judah. 

He even searched their houses round about.-2 Chron. 
34: 3-7, J,!offatt, An Ame1'. Trans., Am. Stan. Ver. 

While Josiah is carrying on that purging work he is very 
thankful to Jehovah that He has appointed as His prophet 
the young son of a priest. Though that young prophet, ,Jere­
miah, is just entering his teens, he has come to Jerusalem 
alone (647 B.0.) and very forcefully declared Jehovah's 
message against false worship. Josiah remembers that he 
was about the same age when he began to seek Jehovah. 
In spite of his bold purging and Jeremiah's fearless preach­
ing, Josiah is shocked to see with what ease and readi­
ness the people relapse into false worship.-Jer.1: 1, 2, 4-10. 

Now in the eighteenth year of his reign (642 B.C.), in 
order to further purge the land and the temple, Josiah sent 
secretary Shaphan, and niaaseiah, the governor of the city, 
and recorder Joah, to repair the house of Jehovah his God. 
He said to secretary Shaphan: 'Tell Hilkiah the high priest 
to pour out the silver brought into the temple of Jehovah, 
which the keepers of the entrance-hall have gathered from 
the people, and have it handed over to the workmen who 
have oversight of the temple of .Jehovah to repair the 
temple.'-2 Chron. 34:8; 2 Ki. 22:3-6, Moffatt, Roth., 
~1n Amer. Trans. 

From early morning Josiah could hear from his palace 
the sweet music of the Levites to which the repairers of the 
temple worked. He gave thanks to Jehovah that at last they 
were undoing the damage some of his wicked ancestors had 
done to His house. One morning as he was thus praying, 
secretary Shaphan came in to report. Josiah noticed he 
was carrying a roll in his arms. Shaphan said: "All that 
was committed to thy servants, they are doing." Shaphan 
paused, and then added that Hilkiah the priest had given 
him the book of the law of Jehovah by the hand of Moses, 
which Hilkiah had found as he was pouring out the money. 
-2 Chron. 34: 12-14, 16-18, Am. Stan. Ver. 

King Josiah was anxious to hear every word of the book. 
As Shaphan read it to him, in his mind Josiah tried to see 
how each precept and command applied to him and to all 
the rest of the Israelites. He was especially deeply i:npressed 
by the emphasis given in it to the true worship of Jehovah 
and the plagues and exile that would come If the people 
engaged in the worship of false gods. Realizing that not all 
the commands of Jehovah had been carried out, Josiah 
tore his clothes and commanded priest Hi:kiah, secretary 
Shaphan and other officials, saying: "Go ye, inquire of J eho­
vah for me, and for the people, and for all .Judah, concern­
ing the words of this book that is found; for great Is the 
wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against us, because our 
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to 
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do according unto all that which is written concerning us." 
(2 Ki. 22: 10-13, Am. Stan. Ver.) While he waited for his 
messengers to return, Josiah wept and prayed to Jehovah. 

Josiah's messengers returned and reported that they had 
gone to Huldah the prophetess and that she had said to 
them: "Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Tell ye the 
man that sent you unto me, Thus saith Jehovah, Behold, 
I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read. Because they have forsaken me, and have 
burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke 
me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore 
my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and it shall 
not be quenched. But unto the king of Judah, who sent you 
to inquire of Jehovah, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel: As touching the words which 
thou hast heard, because thy heart was tender [penitent, 
Moffatt], and thou didst humble thyself before Jehovah, 
when thou heardest what I spake against this place, 
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should be­
come a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, 
and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith Jehovah. 
Therefore, behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil which I will bring upon this 
place."-2 Ki. 22: 14-20 .• -1111. Stan. Ver. 

King J osinh then gathered all the people together at the 
temple of JehoYah and there he read to them all the book 
of the covenant which had been found in Jehovah's temple. 
After he finished reading the book to them, he made a con­
nant before Jehovah, "to walk after Jehovah, and to keep 
his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes, 
with all his heart, and all his o.oul, to perform the words 
of this covenant that were written in this book."-2 Ki. 
:23: 1-3, .1m. Stan. 1' er., mai·gin. 

"Then the king commanded Hilkiah, the high priest, and 
the second priest and the keepers of the threshold to brir.g 
out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels that were made 
for the Baal and the A!,herah and for all the host of the 
heavens~ and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the lime­
kilns by the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel," 
where were the shrine and tr.e altar erected by King 
Jeroboam I for Israel's fahe worship. (2 Ki. 23: 4, An 
A.mer. Trans.) ·while he was there, Josiah noticed "the 
sepulchres that were there in the mount; and he sent, and 
to;k the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon 
the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of Jehovah 
which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed. these 
things. Then he said, What monument is that which I see? 
And the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of 
the man of God, who came from Judah, and proclaimed 
these things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el. 
And he said, "Let him be; let no man move his bones. So 
they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that 
came out of Samaria.'! Then he destroyed the altar and 
the shrine and the Asherah at Bethel.-2 Ki. 23: 15-18, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

Thereupon he went northward through Samaria and slew 
the priests of the shrines on their altars and burned men's 
bones on them and destroyed the asherahs and altars. and 
shrines. Then he went throughout Judah destroying the 

shrines and defiling them and putting down the pagan 
priests and taking out of all the cities of Judah the Aaronie 
priests who had burned incense at the shrines. Then he 
returned to Jerusalem and destroyed and desecrated all 
the shrines and paraphernalia of false worship in and about 
the city.-2 Ki. 23: 5-20. 

Then the king commanded all the people, saying, "Keep 
the passover unto Jehovah your God, as it is written in this 
book of the covenant." (2 Ki. 23: 21, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Josiah rejoiced when he saw how well the people responded; 
that particular passover celebration excelled any previous 
one ever held in Jerusalem. As long as he lived Josiah 
never tired of thanking Jehovah for the fact that from 
then on the people "departed not from following Jehovah". 
-2 Chron. 34: 33, Am. Stan. Ver. 

The year that his grandson Jehoiachin was born 
(636 B.C.), Josiah heard that Nabopolassar, a Chaldean 
officer who had rebelled against Assyria nine years before 
(645 B.C.) and had Babylonia under his control, was 
invading Assyrian territory up the Euphrates river. Then 
news reached Josiah that Psammetichus Pharaoh of Egypt 
had taken his army north to engage the Chaldean in battle. 
Josiah wondered what the outcome would be, but he learned 
later that nothing happened because, when Psammetichus 
arrived at the farthest point reached by Nabopolassar on 
the Euphrates, the Chaldean had already returned to Br.by­
lon. Twelve years later (632 B.C.) Josiah learned that 
Nineveh, capital of Assyria, had been taken by Cyaxares, 
king of Media, and Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, just as 
Jehovah had foretold through Nahum and Zephaniah, and 
that Ashur-Uballit had made himself king of Assyria with 
his capital at Haran, where Abraham had once lived, east 
of the Euphrates. Two years later ( 630 B.C.) Josiah learned 
that King Cyaxares had taken Haran, that Babylon had 
extended its domain to the westernmost bend of the Eu­
phrates and that King Ashur-Uballit had fled westward 
across the Euphrates. That same year news came from the 
south that Pharaoh Necho had succeeded Psammeticlms in 
Egypt. 

Shortly thereafter (628 B.C.), when Josiah learned that 
Pharaoh Neche was going north to fight with the .Assyrian 
king at the city of Carchemish on the western bend of 
the Euphrates river, he "went out to intercept him. But he 
sent messengers to him, saying, '\Vhat have we to do with 
each other, king of Judah? I come not against you this day, 
but to fight with another house, and God has said to me 
to make haste; cease then to provoke God who is with me, 
that he do not destroy you.' Nevertheless Josiah refused to 
turn away his face from him, but presumed to wage war 
with him and would not listen to the words of Necho from 
the mouth of God. So he went to fight in the valley of 
M:egiddo. Then the archers shot at King Josiah, and the 
king said to his serYants, 'Take me away, for I am badly 
wounded.' So his servants took him out of the chariot and 
made him ride in the second chariot that he had and brought 
him to Jerusalem, where he died, and he was buried in the 
sepulchers of his fathers."-2 Chron. 35: 20-24, An Amer. 
Trans. 

Josiah's penitent and humble heart's receiving Jehovah's 
favor illustrates the fact that God shows favor to the 
humble.-Prov. 3: 34; Jas. 4: 6. 



FIELD EXPERIENCES 
GOD'S TRUTH MAKES A WONDERFUL CHANGE 

A person of good-will in the state of Massachusetts 
experiences a "wonderful change in his life" as a result 
of reading and understanding the Bible help "Let God Be 
True". He writes a letter saying: 

"One of your preachers called one day to see me, which 
call has made a wonderful change in my life. He left me 
a boek called 'Let God Be Trne', which I think is the most 
revealing literature and most truthful I have ever seen. 
. . . As soon as possible I would like to send a few dollars 
now and then, that it may bring this book of truth into the 
hands of a few more people who will read and understand 
it as I have. I thank your organization and all its good 
people for what they are doing for me. God bless you all, 
and may all good things come to those who find the truth 
and believe." 

SHOWING LOYE HALF AROUND THE GLOBE 

One of the Lord's "other sheep" in New Zealand who 
learned of His kingdorn showed her love for her family 
half around the globe by transmitting to them the valuable 
information she had received from God's Word. She says: 

'·I started writing about the Kingdom to my people back 
in my natiYe land of Scotland a few r.10nths after Jehovah's 
\Vitnesses here in Huntly began studying with us. My hus­
band and I learned very quick!:.· from them about the new 
world, and it was not long before we gaye it out to all 
we met. At first I felt shy of writing to my folks about it, 
but I knew I would be sho,>ing my love to them most by 
doing so. I then got busy, and the first letter consisted of 
twelve pages with all eYidencc and scriptures quoted to 
look up. Before this, 1 had heard from my sisters that my 
mother was now regularly attending the Presbyterian 
church since my father passed awa:-.'. Evidently she had been 
seeking comfort an<l spiri:nal guidance and, when she heard 
and read of how much knowledge and spiritual food we 
were receidng from .Jehovah's witnesses, she said that we 
had found something ~he had been searching for all her life. 
This gaYe me great encouragement to carry on with writing 
the good-will letters, as, having been parted from my 
mother for a number of yrars and my life now having been 
renewed, I was determined that she should also receive 
the same happiness too. So every Sunday afternoon after 
the W atchtoieer study I wrote down all I had learned from 
the Watchtower magazine. Of course, this made a large 
letter every time, but it was well worth the effort, because it 
was received with much joy from a 'sheep' who was search­
ing. All that she learned from my letters was a great com­
fort, she said. On Sunday afternoons when all the relatives 
gathered in the home, she would read my letters out to 
them. It was met with opposition: they said they did not 
belieYe it: they would sooner believe what the minister in 
the church said. Then my mother would read out the scrip­
tures to them from God's ·word, but they still took no heed; 
so, gradually they left off coming to the home. Naturally 
my mother was hurt, and she told me she must have 

offended them. I wrote and told her not to be downhearted, 
and I asked her if she would like to meet true and real 
friends in Jehovah's service, if she would like one of them 
to call at her home and have a Bible study. I then received 
an answer back via air mail to say that Jehovah's witnesses 
would be welcome, and that after reading my letters she 
was so interested she would love to learn more. So our 
company servant got in touch with the Branch office in 
London, who wrote to the nearest company of Jehovah's 
witnesses to my home town in Scotland. So, instead of 
having relatives on Sunday, there was now a home Bible 
study with six in attendance, my mother and five of my 
sisters, and in time they were attending the Watchtower 
studies and service meetings, and then took part in the 
door-to-door work in the company of other witnesses. I 
was thrilled and happy about this, and I corresponded with 
them all, and all my mother's letters were full of thank1' 
of the wonderful day that Jehovah brought the truth into 
their lives, and, although she is getting on in years and 
her health is giving out, His spirit keeps her climbing those 
stairs in the tenement buildings to tell the folks what J eho­
vah has in store for them if they too will be humble and 
come as little children. My mother and sisters attended 
the London convention. They are all hoping to make 
pioneering their life career." 

GE.i."<ERAL BENEFITS OF THE FIGHT 
FOR FREEDOM BY JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

The following is au experience arising out of a case at 
Port Arthur, Ontario, wherein one of Jehovah's witnesse~ 
was charged with illegal distribution of handbills. At the 
same time two union seamen were arrested for distributing 
their own circulars and their case was brought to trial 
on the same date. 

"It was necessary that the witness of Jehovah appear. 
even though the case was to be dismissed, and we were quite 
surprised when the two seamen were called to the stand 
prior to him. Then the witness was called. When the magi~· 
trate read the charge, the police chief rose and said he had 
some information to read, but, before he began, he pointed 
out that there were two organizations represented re dis­
tribution of handbills. This was helpful, because the two 
seamen looked as though they had lived and slept in their 
clothes for weeks, while the witness was clean, stood 
upright and presented an entirely different appearance. 
The chief then proceeded to read the information regarding 
the case of Rex v. ll!ustin, etc. He then withdrew all charges, 
and the case was dismissed. 

"The seamen told us afterward that they had expected 
to be jailed or fined. They were without counsel. They were 
indeed happy to have their case dismissed. It was made 
clear to them that the Watch Tower by its fight for freedom 
was protecting the rights of all citizens. We have been out 
with handbills on the streets since then, and they go like 
hot cakes. People are actually asking for them." 

fo the fear of Jehovah is strong confidence; and hi8 children 
shall have a place of refuge. The fear of Jehovah is a fountain 

of hfe, that one may depart from the snares of death. 
-Prove1·bs 14: 26, 27, .A.S. V. 
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