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"They shall know that I am Jehovah:' 
-Ezekiel J5:15. 
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"And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." - lraiak 54:r3. 

THE BIBLE CLEAULY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to 

e\·erlusting, and ls the :'.\laker of hPaYen and earth and Gf1·er of 
llfe to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the be~inning 
of his creation and his acth·e agent in creating nil other thin~s; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehomh and raised 
the issue of His un!Yersal so,•ereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful 
L\l('ifer, or Satan, and willfully disobel·ed God's Jaw and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to llfe; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf· 
fered death tn 01·der to produce the ransom or redemptive prlce for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus di'l'ine and e:.mlted 
him to heaven abo\·e every other creature and clothed him with all 
power nod authority as head of God's new capital oi:-ganlzatlon; 

'l'HAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION 1s a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Ch1·ist Jesus is the Chief Oflicer thereof and ls the 
r1!!htfut King o! the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's chllclren, members of Jehovah's 
organizat10n, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it 
ls to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and <lectai:-e his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD "'OHLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule. ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by .Jelwrnh upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from hea1·en, and now proceeds to 
vlnrllcate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE IlELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jeho1·ah's kingdom under Christ. which has begun; that His 
next grent net ls to destroy Satan's or~nnization nn<l estnblish 
righteousness completely in tlle earth, and tl1ut under the Kinguom 
the people of good-11"ill sun·i1·ing Armu;;eddon will carry out the 
divine mandate to "fill the earth" with righteous offsprin~. mu:J 
that the human dead in the graves will be raisPd to opportumties 
of life on earth. 

"SETTI~G THE l\IARK" TESTI:llO::-iY PEIUOD 
Humane persons interested in the eternal life of people of 

good-will in God's nghteous new 1rnrld will want to mn.ke an 
indelible mark in their intrlleet by means of the Kingdom truth. 
That is why the month of December has been set aside as a testi­
mony period of special effort, as indicated by the abo\·e-given 
name. To help in setting the mark upon good-will foreheads, as 
foretold in Ezekiel, chapter 9, the offer that Jehovah's witnesses 
are populanzing during this closing month of 1948 is the 
latest book, "Let God Be Trne,'' and the booklet Permanent 
Governor of .All Nations (or The Joy of All the People) to all 
contributors of 35c for the combination. Every reader of 1'/ie 
TV atchtower can actively associate himself with this marking 
work which leads to our being spared by God's executioners 
during the oncoming battle of Armageddon. We welcome the 
eo-operati()n of all, and assure you of our best services in helping 
to establish your contact with experienced Kingdom publishers. 
Your report filled out on the form supplied by the Soeiety will 
greatly interest us at the end of December's work. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of January 23: "Praise to the Nations Yet More and :More," 
'1 1-23 inclusive, The Watchtower December 15, 1948. 

Weck of January 30: "Praise to the Nations Yet More and More," 
1f 24-29 inclusive, .tlso "The 1949 Yeartext," 

'1 1-16 inclusive, The Watchtower December 15, 1948. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal ls published !or the purpose ot enabltng the 
people to know JehoYah God and his purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publishes Bible Instruction spec1.llcally 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of goo<l-will. 
It u1·ranges systematic Bible study for Its readers and the !::iociety 
supplies other Hternture to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable muterlul for radio broadcasting and tor other meaus 
ot public Instruction ln the Scriptures.. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority tor its utterances. 
It Is entirely free n.nd separate from au religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly orgunlzatlons. It ls wholly and without rese1·vation 
for the kin~dom of Jehornh God under Christ his beloved 1..:inir. 
It ts not d~gmatlc, but invites careful and critical examination 
ot its contents In the Ught ot the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
In controversy, and its columns are not open to personul!tles. 

}totU:e to Subscriber1: Remittance• should be sent to olllce in ;our 
country In compliance with re!l'ulatlons to guarantee aa!e <lelh·ery of 
money. nemlttances are accepted at Brooklyn from countrlea where uo 
olllce Is located, by International money order only. Subscription rates in 
different eonntrles are stated below In local currency, Xotlce of e~p11ulw11 
(with renewal blank) is sent at least two Issues before eubscrlpt1011 
f!Xplres. Chanqe o/ addres• when sent to our olllce may be expected 
etrecth·e within one mouth. Send your old as well as new address. 

Please address the Watch Tower Society In every case. 

Offlcl!JI Yearly S11bscriptlon Rate 
A.inenca (U.S.), 117 A.dams St., Brooklyn 1, N.Y. SI 00 
A.ustralla, 1 neresford Rd., Strnthfield, N. S. W. 0• 
Briti.h West Indies, :?l Ts.rlor St., Woorlbrook, Port of Spnln, Trinidad $1 :!J 
!Ju1·ma, 39 Signal Pagoda Road, Rangoon Rs. 3/8 
Ccrnada, 40 Irwin Ave., Toronto 5, Ontario $I.Ou 
England, 34 Craven Terrace. London, W • .2 5s 
India, 167 Lo,·e Lane, Bombay 2i tis 3/8 
Jama,~a. 151 King St., Kingston ;,s 
Newfoundland, Post Bo:< 5:!1, St. John's $1.00 
New Zeala11d, G. P. 0. Dox 30, Wellington, C. 1 6s 
lNoe1<a, West A.f1ica, P.O. Box 695, Lagos 5• 
Ph11ippme 8cpublrn, 104 Hoose\·clt Hoatl, 

Snn FrnncJ~co del llfollte, Quezon City 
South A/l'ir:a, 023 I;osron Uou>e, Cape Town 
T. Hawaii, 1228 Pensacola St., Honolulu 14 

Translations o! this Journal appear In many lnnguai;e•. 

2 11esos 
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$1.00 

ALL SI:-:CERE STUDENTS OF THE l.lWLE who uy ieason or In· 
firuuty, po-erty or nd\"er>ltY are unable to pay the subsc11ptlon pllce may 
hn,·e 1"he Watchto1cer tree u(lou w1·ltteu uppUcatlon to the pul>li-her., 
matle once each year, stating tile renson for so requestin~ it. \\ e nre 
glad to thus alll the needy, but the written application once each H<1r 
1s ienmrecJ by the postal re::ulatlons. 

Printed in the United States of America 

I::1<tered a• seco11d-claaa matter at the post of/lee at nrool.l1,m. Z>'. Y., 
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1949 YEARBOOK OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

'Yith gratitude to God for accomplishing through his servnnts 
the greatest service achil'vement during this past year, the Society 
non· releases the 1949 Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses. It will be 
really a stirring experience, and not a dull review of data nnd 
figures, for you to read the president's report n.t length on the 
year's actidties of Jehovah's witnesses in more than ninety lands. 
Also, introduced by his own special comment on the 1949 yeartcxt, 
the texts and comments drawn from the latest 1VatcM01cer issues 
provide you with a choice thought for each day of the year. Orders 
for copies of the 1949 I'earbook, bound in peach-color cloth, mth 
more than 350 pages, should be accompamed by remittances at 
50c a copy. Companies should send in combined orders to minimize 
our n·ork of handling and shipping. 

1949 CALENDAR 
Again the Lord provides us with a new service calendar, for the 

year 1949, the text for which is, "I ... will yet praise thee more 
and more." (Ps. 71: 14) The picture embellishing it steps into the 
field of realism by exhibiting under the year's text a bird's-eye 
'l'iew of that now world-famous missionary school, Gilead, in its 
environs, in four colors, and which is mightily n1dmg today in 
praising Jehovah more and more. Under the picture the date pad 
presents the six special testimony periods of 1949 and the alternn­
tive months, together with the service theme for each such month. 
Orders may now he sent m, with remittance to cover, at 25c a 
calendar, or $1.00 for five mailed to one address. 
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PRAISE TO THE NATIONS YET MORE AND MORE 
"I ... will yet praise thee more and more,"-Ps. 71: 14. 

JEHOVAH God is the sure trust of all those who 
seek deliverance from the great danger in the 
world. From our buoyant, vigorous youth on into 

feeble old age he can be relied upon to rescue us 
from mighty enemies plotting our ruin and destruc­
tion. When our life forces and bodily powers fail 
because of our advanced years, he will prove loyal. 
He will never fail those who have kept their trust 
in him throughout life. This rule of divine dealing 
holds true, not only with respect to individual per­
sons, but also with respect to organizations devoted 
to him. 

2 The great organizations of this 'vorld which 
claim to serve God and Christ fail to accept and 
rely upon that divine rule. So-called "Christendom"' 
professes to see in godless communism a real threat 
to her existence and her political, commercial and 
religious institutions. On certain money coins she 
stamps the words "In God we trust", but, contrary 
to this, she turns her back on his kingdom and pins 
her faith to the powerful, heavily armed democracies 
of this world to save her. At the same time, to keep 
peaceful relations between countries, she leans 
heavily upon a United Nations, a hodge-podge of 
nations pagan and professedly Christian, commu­
nistic and democratic, socialistic and capitalistic. 
Those few people who keep their trust true and 
blameless in Jehovah God Christendom considers not 
up to the times and against the public welfare, and 
she persecutes and discriminates against them. Her 
religious hypocrisy will shortly lead her to ruin, but 
those Christians who genuinely make Jehovah God 
their refuge will praise him more and more. They 
will be delivered and will prosper in the new world. 

3 The foregoing statements get strong backing and 
great emphasis in the inspired prophecy of Psalm 71. 
In the original Hebrew in which the psalm was writ­
ten, it appears with no heading or superscription and 
starts out at once with the words, "In thee, 0 J eho­
vah, do I take refuge." ( Ps. 71: 1, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
What is more, these opening words tie in smoothly 
with the closing words of Psalm 70. For these rea-

I. How " Jehovah Jo ml both to lndiv1clu.ils nnd to ori;:i.nizntions? 
2. llow doe• Clln•tendum belle her cl:um to trust m God ·1 

sons Psalm 71 is understood to be one with Psalm 
70, the two constituting in fact one psalm. That being 
so, Psalm 71 was produced by the aged King David 
of Jerusalem, since Psalm 70 has the superscription: 
"For the Chief :Musician. A Psalm of David; to 
bring to remembrance." (Psalm 70, Am. Stan. Vet·.) 
Supporting David's authorship we have the Greek 
Septuagint Version, the first translation of the 
ancient Hebrew Bible. In it this psalm, listed as 
Psalm 71 in non-Catholic translations, appears as 
Psalm 70, and it has this superscription: "By David, 
a Psalm sung by the sons of J onadab, and the first 
that were taken captive." (Ps. 70: 1, LXX, Bagster 
translation) The Roman Catholic Douay Version 
follows the Greek Septuagint, and so it reads: "A 
psalm for David. Of the sons of J onadab, and the 
former captives."-Ps. 70: 1, Douay. 
~David of Bethlehem was anointed by the prophet 

Samuel at Jehovah's command to be the king of the 
nation of Israel. He died as king in his seventy-first 
year,.after a reign of 40t years. He could well have 
written this psalm in his old age. But in the actual 
fulfillment of Psalm 71 the psalmist speaks prophet­
ically for an organization of God's people in its 
old age. 

5 Religious prejudice should not blind anyone, Gen­
tile or Jew, Catholic or Protestant, to a special fact: 
Regardless of the translation that the reader uses, 
the original Hebrew of Psalm 71 makes it plain that 
the psalmist confesses devotion to Jehovah as God 
and acknowledges Jehovah as his Lord. For this 
very reason the psalmist makes repeated appeals for 
deliverance and relief in his old age, and just so, too, 
God's visible organization and all those associated 
with it today send up repeated appeals for deliver­
ance and relief in the midst of today's world develop­
ments. They both rely upon God's righteousness and 
talk and sing about it amid this corrupt world. Right 
at the start the aged psalmist confesses without 
shame where his trust and hope rest, and sings out: 
"In thee, 0 Jehovah, do I take refuge: let me never 
be put to shame. Deliver me in thy righteousness, 
and rescue me: bow down thine ear unto me, and 

a, 4. Uow do \\e U•Cel tUlll tne :i.uthOl'bh!Jl o[ l'o:i.lm 71 • .l.11tlt. Ver.t 5. On wbat b:i.sls does the psalmist appeal tor deliverance? 
371 
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save me. Be thou to me a rock of habitation, where­
unto I may continually resort: thou hast given com­
mandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my 
fortress."-Ps. 71: 1-3, Am. Stan. Ver. 

•Now we ask you merely to examine facts bearing 
on the modern fulfillment when we ask: ·whom do 
we find taking refuge in Jehovah in 1949 and calling 
upon him for deliverance and salvation~ Show us a 
religious organization of Christendom or of Jewry 
doing so. You cannot; but only those are doing so 
\Vho are known world-wide under the name of the 
Most High God, namely, Jehovah's witnesses. Con­
tinually they suffer the persecution and antagonism 
of all the religious systems of Christendom, and 
their use of the name is challenged by these systems, 
who ask sarcasticallv: ""Where did Jehovah invite 
them to be His witnesses¥" 

7 This magazine, The Watchtou·er, is now in its 
seventieth year, a fairly old age. So since .Tuly, 1879, 
the witnesses of the ::.Iost High God have used this 
journal as one means of publishing Bible truth and 
serving spiritual food to the people. As early as its 
third issue (that of September, 1879) the Watch 
Tower magazine began calling attention to Jehovah 
as being the name of the ::.Iost High God, the Father 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Just read the article "The 
Day of Judgment" on pages 7 and 8 of that third 
issue of this magazine to verify that fact. In the 
issue of October, 1881, the divine name begins figur­
ing in the titles of articles. In that issue we find the 
article entitled "Jehovah's Feet", which uses as its 
text the following: "'This saith Jehovah, Heaven is 
my throne and earth is my foot-stool.' Isa. 6G: 1. 
[Literal Hebrew trans.]" That article describes J eho­
vah as setting up the kingdom of his Son Jesus 
Christ and points to A.D. HH-! as a marked date 
in the "time of trouble". The worst of all earthly 
troubles being anticipated, the need of the Lord God 
as a refuge was keenly felt then. 

8 In a particular sense in 1925 we went to tald.ng 
refuge in the "Most High God, who exclusively bears 
the name Jehovah: "That men may know that thou, 
whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high 
over all the earth." (Ps. 83: 18) In that year the Lord 
God called our attention to the startling fact that his 
purpose at the battle of Armageddon is to make a 
name for himself, for he himself will fight that battle 
for his people. So in the TV at ch Tower issue of 
J arruary 1, 1926, the leading article was "Who Will 
Honor Jehovah~" Paragraph 38 said: "The time 
approaches when God will make for himself a name. 
God will have somebody to be his witnesses in the 
earth. And who could we expect would have the privi­
lege of filling that place 1 Surely none other than 

u Who onlv tak~ retuµe in Jehovah today' 
7. S111re \\hen has The 11"atchto1ocr exalted Jehornh? 
8, O. Why omce 192j did \\e sper1allY make .Tehornh our refuge? 

Zion, God's organization, some members of which 
are on earth. To such Jehovah says : 'Ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, ... therefore ye are my 
witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God.'-Isaiah 
43: 10-12." To this, paragraph 43 added: "Now only 
a remnant of those professing to be followers of 
Jesus will be faithful and true witnesses of our God. 
Now all the nations calling themselves Christian 
have defamed God's holy name; and he will bring 
upon the world a great time of trouble 'in that great 
and terrible day of the Lord', and will make for 
himself a name that the people may know that he is 
God. He will have a \Vi.tness of this fact given now, 
and this witness he has privileged Zion to give." 

9 Two years later The TVatclztower (January 1. 
1928) published the leading article "Honor His 
Name", and in this (1T 2G) it stressed the truth of 
Proverbs 18: 10: "The name of Jehovah is a strong 
tower; the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." 
-Am.Stan. Ver. 

10 Under such stimulation from the sacred Scrip­
tures and through The Watchtower God's conse­
crated people bent their energies as never before to 
delivering a testimony to His name to all nations 
of the globe. James had long ago declared that God"s 
purpose in this "Christian era" was to take out a 
people for his name (Acts 15: 14), and in the years 
following 1928 Jehovah's people brought his name 
into prominence before the world. By force of his­
toric facts and of fulfilled prophecy, and not with 
any self-assuming presumptuousness, on Sunday, 
July 26, 1931, at an international assembly in Colum­
bus, Ohio, they declared themselves to the world by 
the Scriptural name "Jehovah's witnesses··. \Yorthi­
ness of the name was to be proved, not merely by 
what they had done in bygorn:! years, but by their 
faithfully measuring up to the name in the future. 
On that account the name has stuck to them ever 
since, despite all the public reproach, religious perse­
cution and judicial discrimination that have been 
heaped upon them. To this day they keep on "an­
nouncing Jehovah's kingdom", as stated on the front 
page of this magazine since its issue of ?IIarch 1, 
1939. The open adoption of the name "Jehoval1's 
witnesses", and their faithful activities in harmony 
with it, have demonstrated beyond any denial by 
opposing religionists that these witnesses of the 
Most High God are the only ones on earth today 
who have taken refuge in Jehovah and made him 
their "rock of habitation", as the psalmist prophesied. 

"MY ROCK," "MY CRAG" 
11 Especially since the Vatican's "holy year of 

1933'', after Hitler came to dictatorship in Germany, 
the religious systems of Christendom, spear-headed 
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by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, have been trying 
to exterminate Jehovah's witnesses by all manner of 
means, in totalitarian lands and in democratic lands 
as well. Opportunely ·world War II was taken advan­
tage of to try to throttle these Christian witnesses 
of the Lord God and wipe them out. Their survival 
to this postwar year, with tens of thousands of 
persons of good-will associating themselves with 
them, proves that Jehovah has been a sure refuge 
for them. He has not let them be put to shame nor 
let their trust in him be disappointed. In his right­
eousness he has delivered them from their oppressive 
foes and rescued them from the threatened extenni­
nati~n. He has bowed down his ear to their cries 
amid the persecution by combined enemies. He has 
saved them for the further 'vitness he wants given 
on the earth before Armageddon. They are a living 
example today of the truth that men and 'vomen of 
faith \Vho resort continually to Jehovah as their God 
of worship will find him to be a "rock of habitation''. 
They can use the psalmist David's words to Jeho­
vah: "Thou art my rock [my crag] and my fortress. 
Thou hast given commandment to save me." 

12 Defore being exalted as king over Israel, the 
giant-killer David was being pursued by the unfaith­
ful ruler Saul and his military forces. We read: 
""When Saul and his men went to seek him, they told 
David and he went down to the crag which is in the 
Desert of ~Iaon. When Saul heard it, he pursued 
David to the Desert of ~Iaon. Saul went on one side 
of the mountain. and David and his men on the other 
side of the mo1~ntain; and David was in desperate 
straits to escape from Saul, for Saul and his men 
were at the point of surrounding David and his men, 
to seize them, when a messenger came to Saul, say­
ing, 'Come quickly, for the Philistines have mad~ a 
raid upon the land.' So Saul returned from pursumg 
David and went to meet the Pl1ilistines; therefore 
thev called that place the Crag of the Divisions. 
Th~n David went up from there, and dwelt in the 
strongholds of Engedi."-1 Sam. 23: ~5-29, An Amer. 
Trans. 

13 There is no question that Jehovah God in whom 
David trusted ordered such pressure to be put upon 
King Saul to pull away his forces just when he all 
but hacl the fugitive David within his clutches there 
on that crag or rock in the Desert of ~Iaon. Dy a 
quick maneuver Almighty God kept that crag or 
rock behveen David and his persecutors, so that tl1e 
pursuers did not overtake this anointed worshiper 
of Jehovah. It was not the mere crag or rock, but 
his God, that made it snf e for David. For good 
reason, then, David called Jehovah "his rock [crag]" 
and always sent up his prayer to Jehovah when 
danger appeared. He was never shamed with dis-

12, 13. How did J ebovab prove to be a "rock" to Da \•id and to us? 

appointment. Likewise, the fact~ sho:v it to h:ive been 
with the witnesses of Jehovah m this twentieth cen­
tury. The name of the Lord God has been upon them 
for their protection. Time and again in overwhel~­
inO" numbers and with superior material powers their 
fo~s have been about ready to close in upon them to 
destroy them. But Jehovah has stood ~s a ~ra9like 
rock in between the wicked foes and their obJectives. 
This has only strengthened the trus! of his ~aithf~l 
anointed remnant and their good-will associates m 
him as their rock and fortress to which always to 
resort. 

FR0:\1 YOUTH ON 
14 The psalmist expected Jehovah never to change 

from being his deliverer. This was becaus~ ~he 

psalmist himself never changed from worslnpmg 
Jehovah as God and obeying him as Sovereign-Lord. 
So with confidence he prayed: "Rescue me, 0 111y 
God, out of the hand of the \Vicked, out of the hand 
of the unrighteous and cruel man. For thou art my 
hope, O Lord Jehovah: thou art my trust from my 
youth. By thee have I been holden up from the womb; 
thou art he that took me out of my mother's bowels: 
mv praise shall be continually of thee." ( Ps. 71: 4-G, 
A ;n. Stan. Ver.) The aged psalmist did not name the 
wicked enemy, the unrighteous man that was so 
eager to destroy him that he did not stop at violence 
and cruel falsehoods. 

15 Jesus was known as the "son of David", and, 
like David his royal forefather, he put his hope and 
trust in the Lord Jehovah as his God and Father. In 
his case the religious priests, scribes and elders 
corresponded to the wicked, the unrighteous and 
cruel man, whom the psalmist mentioned. Even these 
religious enemies testified to Jesus' hoping and trust­
in rr in Jehovah God, for we read concerning Jesus as 
he

0 

was hanging upon the torture stake: "Likewise 
also the chief priests mocking him, with tile scribe8 
and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot 
save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we will believe him. He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will 
have him: for he said, I am the Son of God." (Matt. 
27: 41-43) Because Jesus, as God's High Priest, must 
die for mankind's sins, God's rescue of him did not 
come until after he had lain in the grave for three 
days. For this his rescue was all the more remark­
able. 

16 Even when Jesus was a young child, the great 
enemy Satan the Devil tried to destroy him by means 
of the soldiers whom wicked, cruel and violent King 
Herod sent to Bethlehem. Jehovah his Father res­
cued the young child by forewarning his earthly 
14 \\'hv coulcl David pray to be rescued by God, and from whnm? 
15 Corrc:-:1pond1ugly, how \\IlR Jesus thus rescue<l '1 

IG·IR tn) lfuw wns Jel:o\ah made Israel's tru•t from ehiltli1ood or 
youth? (b) When \\as tile Christian orgamzatlon thus taught to trust 
Him! 
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parents and sending them down to Egypt till after 
Herod's own death. \Ve read that he was there "until 
the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out 
of Egypt have I called my son." (Matt. 2: 15) How­
ever, the prophecy from which 1\Iatthew quotes to 
apply part of it to the young child Jesus reads in 
full: "\Vhen Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my son out of Egypt." (Hos. 11: 1) The com­
plete fulfillment of Hosea's prophecy is therefore 
upon the spiritual Israel, the Christian congregation 
of Jesus' footstep followers. They were foreshad­
owed by the natural Israelites whom God brought 
up out of literal Egypt under the leadership of the 
prophet :Moses. Then they were but a youthful Theo­
cratic nation. \Yhen ).foses appeared to them as God's 
prophet in Egypt to lead them, he declared that the 
name of the God who sent him was Jehovah. All 
through the wilderness journey of forty years that 
followed their coming out of Egypt he taught them 
to fear God's name and trust in it. At ~fount Sinai 
he g::n·e them God"s Ten Commandments, the first of 
which reads: "I am Jehovah thy God, who brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me." 
And in his farewell song to Israel Moses sang: "I 
\\·ill proclaim the name of J ehovah."-Ex. 20: 1-3 and 
Deut. 32: 3, Am. Stan. Ver. 

11 In likening natural Israel at that time to a child, 
God's Word speaks of the youth of that typical 
Theocratic nation. Looking hack over the continuous 
persecutions upon that people for being Jehovah"s 
chosen nation, the psalmist says: "~Iany a time have 
they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now 
say: many a time have they afflicted me from my 
youth: yet they have not prevailed against me." ( Ps. 
129: 1, 2) And the prophet Jeremiah says to Israel: 
"Thus saith Jehovah, I remember for thee the kind­
ness of thy youth, ... Israel was holiness unto 
J ehornh, the firstfruits of his increase: all that 
devour him shall be held guilty." (Jer. 2: 2, 3, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) So, too, with the true Christian organiza­
tion of which Christ Jesus is Head: it had its youth 
in the days of Jesus and his twelve apostles. Jesus, 
who was foreshadowed by the prophet :Moses, taught 
this holy nation of spiritual Israel to fear the name 
of Jehovah, and he led it out of the anti typical Egypt, 
this oppressive world with its false religions. In a 
last prayer with his faithful apostles Jesus said to 
Jehovah God: "I manifested thy name unto the men 
whom thou gavest me out of the world: thine they 
were, and thou gavest them to me; and they have 
kept thy word .... Holy Father, keep them in thy 
name which thou hast given me, that they may be one, 
even as we are."-John 17: 6, 11, Am. Stan. Ver. 

18 Thus in its youth the Christian organization 

under Christ the Head was taught to lean upon J eho­
vah God and to stay itself upon him for all the 
centuries to follow. 

19 The mother of the Christian organization under 
Christ the Head T No, she is not the virgin Jewess 
:Mary, who bore Jesus. Jehovah God has a universal 
organization of creatures united and faithful to Him 
as Head and Lord, and this organization is given the 
symbolical name J enisa.lem. He speaks to it as his 
wife and says: "Thy Maker is thy husband; J ehovuh 
of hosts is bis name: and the Holy One of Israel is 
thy Redeemer." (Isa. 54:5, Am.Stan.Ver.) Out of 
the womb of this universal mother, this organization 
married to him, God as Father takes the Christian 
organization whose Head is Christ Jesus. The 
mother organization is the one meant when Paul 
savs to his Christian brethren: "But the Jerusalem 
that is above is free, which is our mother." (Gal. 
4: 26, Am. Stan. Ver.) The true organization of Jeho­
vah's children who follow Christ Jesus as 1Iaster 
has held on to its hope and confidence in J ehornh 
from the very day of its birth, namely, the day of 
Pentecost, when Jehovah poured down his holy 
spirit through Christ Jesus. Today, after nineteen 
centuries, it can still say: "Upon thee have I leaned 
from birth; from my mother's womb thou hast been 
my stay; in thee is my hope continually." ( Ps. 71: G, 
An Amer. Trans.) A number o~ religious organiza­
tions in Christendom claim to have descended with­
out a break from the original apostolic organization 
of the first century. But where do any of them demon­
strate that apostolic devotion to J ehoYah and 
reliance upon Him~ But the facts about J ehornh's 
witnesses of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries 
prove them \vorthy and entitled to take up and repeat 
the psalmist's words. They have stayed upon J eho­
vah, and their hope continues to be npon him through 
Christ. 

"IN THE TI:lfE OF OLD AGC" 

20 In 1931, when the name "Jehovah"s witnesses" 
was adopted, all the world wondered at them and 
thought they were just "another religious sect". Int he 
years since then the world has been given more cause 
to wonder at them. This agrees with the psalmist's 
next words: "I am as a wonder unto many; but thou 
art my strong refuge. My mouth shall be filled \\·ith 
thy praise, and with thy honor all the day. Cast me 
not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when 
my strength faileth."-Pr-:. 71:7-9, Am.Stan. Fer. 

21 Even Christ Jesus, the Head of the Christian 
organization, was a cause uf wonderment, a prodigy, 
to the unbelieving religionists in his day. This was as 
the prophecy had foretold, for he is Jehovah's great 

19. How ha8 Jeho,·ah been Its stay nncl hope r1 om lts motber's womu' 
20, 21. Like Jesus, whnt must we be to runny torln), ns prophe.,1eu" 
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Prophet who was prefigured by Isaiah. Isaiah's 
prophecy is quoted and applied to Christ by the 
apostle Paul, who says: "For which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying, ... Behold 
I and the children which God hath given me." (Heb. 
2: 11-13) The full prophecy of Isaiah 8: 18 speaks 
prophetically of Jes us and his followers, his God­
given children, as being wonders in the religious 
world and says: "Behold, I and the children whom 
JehO\·ah hath given me are for signs and for wonders 
in Israel from Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth in 
mount Zion." (Am. Stan.Fer.) Therefore Christ's 
true followers today must be wonders as 'vell as 
signs to the modern religious world. 

22 J ehoYah's witnesses are just that. To the reli­
gious systems of Christendom that have become a 
part of this world and conformed themselves to it in 
thought and action, the witnesses of the Most High 
God are a 'vonder for their firm refusal to compro­
mise with this world. They are a marvEl for openly 
confessing Jehovah's name and preaching his King­
dom in the same way that Christ Jesus and his 
disciples did, "publicly, and from house to house." 
(Acts 20: 20) Christ J esui:, was a marvel in his dav 
for the religious persecutions and the terribl~ 
sufferings and reproaches that he underwent. His 
faithful imitators today, Jehovah's witnesses, are 
marYelous, too, for the persecutions and hostility 
they endure from combined Christendom and Jewry 
and for the afflictions and false accusations and 
shame they have endured till now, so that Christen­
dom is astounded because they still keep on going 
and increasing. Their continuous preaching of this 
gospel of the kingdom of God in all the 'vorld for a 
witness to all nations is part of the great sign of the 
end of this evil world and of the presence of Jeho­
vah's King Christ Jesus on the heavenly throne to 
rule in the midst of his enemies.-i-.fatt. 2-±: 14; 
Ps. 110: 1, 2. 

23 However, Jehovah's witnesses know they must be 
exposed as a wonder, a prodigy, a portent, before the 
world's eyes and what this position must cost them. 
In order to endure it they make the Most High God 
their strong refuge, and thus they keep their integ­
rity unbroken toward him. In their strong refuge 
their mouths fill up with his praise and pour it out 
fearlessly. Christendom's religious systems make 
Jehovah hideous, saying he is a God who fiendishly 
delights in eternally tormenting human souls after 
death in literal fire and brimstone and who is respon­
sible for all the woes that have come upon mankind 
since A.D. 1914. But Jehovah's witnesses describe 
him to the people of good-will according to the Bible 
teaching and they show forth his beauty and virtues 
all day long. 
22. How are Jehovah's witnesses today a wonder to Christendom? 
23. How do they endure this position, and with mouths filled how? 

2
' Measured from the day of the ieast of Pentecost 

A.D. 33, when Jehovah God by Christ Jesus poured 
out the holy spirit upon the faithful disciples, this is 
the twentieth century o.f the life and wonderful 
experiences of the Christian organization. It is now 
in its old age, for the Bible foretells the time when 
this organization of spirit-anointed Christians must 
pass from the earthly scene to their heavenly inherit­
ance, and that time is evidently near. 'Vhen complete, 
the organization under Christ Jesus the Head num­
bers at most only 144,000; and after all these cen­
turies in which God has been picking out this people 
for his name, there is only a small remnant of those 
144,000 now left in the flesh among men. Hence in 
this period of old age the visible organization is 
numerically weak; strength of great numbers fails 
it. At this stage of growth will the Lord God cast 
this remnant off? Will he forsake them because their 
strength fails numerically and because their fewness 
in number invites persecution 7 No. The name of 
Jehovah is called upon them; and because his name 
is involved, the anointed remnant pray he will not 
forsake them. They want to remain his people. 

ADVERSARIES DESTINED TO REPROACH AND DISHONOR 

25 There is a special reason for this appeal not to 
be forsaken now. The sacred prophecies show that 
at the end of this world, when the Theocratic organ­
ization of Jehovah's anointed people should be in its 
old age, Satan the Devil would be cast out of heaven 
and to the earth and he would persecute God's organ­
ization and "make war with the remnant of her seed"'. 
(Rev. 12: 7-17) In the language of the psalmist this 
anointed remnant now says: "For my foes say con­
cerning me, and those who watch for my life make 
plans, also, saying, 'God has abandoned him; pursue 
and seize him; for there is no one to rescue him.' 0 
God, be not far from me! Hasten, 0 my God, to my 
help! "May they be put to shame and destroyed who 
are hostile to me; may they be covered with alm::::e 
and shame who seek to injure me.'' (Ps. 71: 10-13, 
An Arner. Trans.) Our enemies would like to believe 
that Almighty God has forsaken his devoted wit­
nesses. In fact, God lets it appear so in order to let 
the enemies become bold and reckless and show the 
wickedness of their hearts behind their hypocritical 
religious front. God even permitted his beloved Son 
on the torture stake to cry out, in fulfillment of 
Psalm 22: 1: ":My God, my God, why hast thou for­
saken me1" (:Matt. 27: 46) It puts a test of faith and 
devotion upon his faithful followers to come into a 
like outward appearance of being forsaken of J eho­
vah God. 

26 The psalmist mentioned to God that the enemies 
24. How and why does strength fall. and so what do they prny God' 
25 Why do they appeal not to be forsaken of God now" 
U, 27. <a} As to attempts to Injure, how does the Catholic pre" 
plot against our llfe? (b) How do we refute the mallc1ou" he I 
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spoke against him and plotted against his life. Now 
when it comes to hostile speech with a sinister design 
against Jehovah's witnesses, we charge that there is 
a conspiracy inside the Roman Catholic press to 
misrepresent these faithful Christians. As a recent 
<lisclosure of this we cite the religious monthly, 
Father Baker's VICTORIAN :Magazine, published at 
Lackawanna, N.Y. On page 65 of its issue of June, 
Hl-±8, under the heading "Attention, Americans!" 
and in between brief articles on Communism an<l a 
final article about the German people corrupted by 
Hitler, the Victorian publishes in bold type the fol­
lowing article: 

THE CATHOLIC PRESS tells us that the atheistic gov­
ernment of Poland is financing sects like the Jehovah's 
"Witnesses in order to destroy the Catholicity of the 
people. "\Vatchtower" salesmen are making the rounds 
of homes with pamphlets reviling the Church. Sunday 
lectures ab.o are organized, denouncing CatholiC'ism 
and glorifying Communism.• 
21 At a time when the United States government is 

taking all precautionary meaRures against Commu­
nist infiltration into the political structure and is 
conducting a Communist clean-out the Catholic press 
publishes propaganda like the above in order to 
inflame the minds of Roman Catholics and of as 
many Americans as it can against Jehovah's wit­
nesses. Responsible officials of the American govern­
ment, however, have in recent years informed them­
selves too well on Jehovah's witnesses to be now 
deceived by such lying propaganda of the Catholic 
press. The 1949 Yearbook of Jeho1.;ah's witnesses 

• Of the same stripe and intent as that of the above-quoted 
piece of Roman Catholic propaganda i~ thC' following broadcast 
of Catholic ~cws 01·er rarho stat10n WHKC, Columbus, 
Ohio, October 16, 1948. at 6: 43 p.m., m an attempt to mtsrC'pre­
sent the relief work that .J el101·ah's witnesses are carrying on 
among their own brethren m Poland: 

"J.W. Offer to Poles: $15 For Your Son!. 
"WA.RSA W-You can sell your soul for $13 or $'.20 here-­

if that's yonr idea of its value. But Poland's loyal Catholics 
value 1t higher. 

"Jehovah's witnesses cruelly taking advantage of the 
people's poverty, are g1vmg an American food package and 
a $10 coal order to anybody, who leaves the Catholic Church 
and joins their sect. There are few takers. 

"The So\;et satellite government encourages and financially 
aids the ·witnesses, whose free literature bears clear traces 
of Communist propaganda." 

This broadcast was made by Monsignor Herman E. Mattmgly, 
editor of the Columbus (Catholic) Register. This was a public­
interest presentation of the Umted Broadcastmg Company. 

shows that the WATCH TowEn BIDLE AND TRACT 
SocrnTY conducts a Branch office in Lodz, Poland, as 
well as in sixty-six other countries. It is a deliberate 
lie of the Catholic press to publish that our Branch 
in Poland and the activities of Christian companies 
under it are financed by the "atheistic government of 
Poland". "That our brethren in Poland and other 
lands publish and circulate is simply faithful trans­
lations of what our Society first publishes here in 
America; and the public lectures delivered by J eho­
vah's witnesses throughout the world follow the 
pattern and printed outline of lectures openly ginn 
here in America. In none of our publications and in 
none of the public lectures by our representative 
spokesmen do we glorify any political ism. 

28 In sharp contrast with Roman Catholics and 
other religionists, Jehovah's witnesses do not take 
part in the politics of any land. They glorify only 
Jehovah's kingdom by Christ Jesus as the rightful 
government of all the earth. The Catholic press is in 
this case found to be spitting out its venom and 
writhing in chagrin and vexation because Jehovah's 
witnesses in Poland as every,vhere else are following 
the apostle Paul"s example and preaching the King­
dom gospel "publicly, and from house to house" .. 
(Acts 20: 20) For what Jehovah's witnesses are 
doing in Poland and how they are financed we ref er 
honest Catholics to our 19-19 Yearbook report. 

29 The enemies issue orders to their religio-political 
dupes to pursue and seize Jehovah's witnesses, in 
wishful thinking that these are forsaken by the God 
these worship and are without anyone to delinr 
them. But God's holy spirit has already interceded 
for us by having inspired the psalmist to record the 
prayer for God not to be far from us but to hasten 
and help us. Under inspiration of God's interceding 
spirit the prayer is already written down for us in 
Psalm 71 for the adversaries of our soul or !if e to 
be disgraced and destroyed. Just as certainly as 
that inspired prayer stands written against those 
who set out to injure us, such enemies are destined 
to be covered with insults, reproach and dishonor. 
The rest of God's prophetic \Vord shows all this 
coming to them. 

28. Why does the Catholic pre•s thu" •Pit out venom and writhe? 
20 How bas Go<! s spil it already lnterreded for us In Psalm i1? 

THE 1949 YEARTEXT 

KNOWING the faithfulness of his God, and 
confident that God will answer his prayer, the 
psalmist says: "But I will hope continually, and 

will yet praise thee more and more. My mouth shall 
1, 2. As shown by the 1049 yeartext, what ha Ye we resoh·ed to do? 

shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all 
the day; for I know not the numbers thereof." 
-Ps. 71: 14, 15. 

2 With the same hope that the living and true God 
will beat back the enemy and uphold them in preach-
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ing his gospel, Jehovah's witnesses have adopted as 
their yeartext for 1949 the psalmist's words, and 
these appear on their 1949 calendar, namely: "I ... 
will yet praise thee more and more." This sums up 
their fearless determination for 1949 and all years to 
come until Armageddon: "I ... will add more to all 
thy praise." (An Amer. Trans.; Douay) "I praise 
thee more than ever." (Moffatt) "I ... praise Thee, 
the longer the more." ( W ellhausen) While the in­
spired psalm prays for the shaming and reproach 
of all our presumptuous opposers, Jehovah's wit­
nesses do not seek self-praise, nor praise from any 
men. Jesus said: ""Woe unto you, when all men shall 
speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets." (Luke G: 26) Wisely we organize 
and equip ourselves to praise Jehovah God and his 
Christ. 'Ve cannot now take our ease, leaning back 
on the past years of praising Jehovah. No; and 
neither do we fear \Vhat the enemies threaten and 
may attempt to do. We resolve to praise yet more 
and more the God who preserves and delivers us, 
yes, to add more praise to all the past years of praise 
to him; to praise him more than ever, and, the longer 
we praise him, to praise him all the more. 

3 No matter how long we live, we can never tell the 
number of his acts of deliverance of us individually 
or as an organization. We can never tell to the full 
all about his righteousness and the salvation that he 
performs for us and for all who turn from this world 
and give their faithful allegiance to Jehovah's king­
dom by Christ Jesus. Nevertheless, although we can 
believe with our heart and have righteousness result 
to us for this, we open our mouths in confession of 
Jehovah God and his kingdom, knowing that this is 
the least we can do and that it results in salvation 
to us. So for 1949 and all succeeding years \Ve are 
decided that our mouths shall tell of His goodness 
and faithfulness all day long. 

• Resolved to praise the Lord yet more and more, 
the psalmist speaks for us today, saying: "! will 
come with the mighty acts of the Lord Jehovah: I 
will make mention of thy righteousness, even of 
thine only. 0 God, thou hast taught me from my 
youth; and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous 
works." (Ps. 71: 16, 17, Am. Stan. Ver.) Go on, Chris­
tendom, with your hero-worship and your praising 
and exalting of political systems and ideologies; but 
we us Jehovah's witnesses will do as the psalmist 
and come forward with only God's mighty deeds and 
acts and will recite these to all nations. We know 
there is no righteousness in this world and its back­
ers, and as for righteousness, we have only that of 
Jehovah to tell. 

5 From the youth of the Christian organization in 

3. or "hat do we not know the numbers, nnd so what rlo we decide? 
4. \\'1th "hnt do we come nnd of what do we make mention? 
5. Where nnd since when hu·e we looked for our teaching? 

the first century Jehovah has taught his people. 
Back there Jesus said no one could come to him as 
a disciple except Jehovah God taught him: "No man 
can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last 
day. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me.'' (John 6 : 44, 45) The religious Pharisees held 
to the traditions of their fathers that made God's 
Word void and so they refused to be taught by God 
through his Word, and consequently they did not 
come to Jesus. No one could become one of Jehovah's 
witnesses except by being taught by him through his 
Word. In its youth the Christian organization re­
membered its Creator and accepted Jehovah as 
Teacher and was drawn to Jesus as the Christ by 
Him. All through the centuries to the organization's 
old age now, Jehovah by Christ Jesus has taught his 
witnesses, not only doctrine, but also his righteous­
ness and his wondrous works. And these things of 
God we have declared persistently to this day. In 
recognition of Jehovah as our only Teacher by Christ 
Jesus this magazine The Watchtower quit publishing 
on its second page (top) of each issue an editorial 
committee of five men, but with the issue of Octo­
ber 15, 1931, it started publishing instead the proph­
ecy to which Jesus referred, namely: "And all thy 
children shall be taught of Jehovah; and great shall 
be the peace of thy children.'' (Isa. 54: 13, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) We continue to look to Jehovah for teaching 
by Christ Jesus. 

THE RISING GENERATION 

a The true Christian organization is now old witl1 
an antiquity of nineteen centuries and is, figuratively 
speaking, "gray-headed," but it does not want to 
quit, go on a pension and retire from declaring J eho­
vah's wondrous works. The remnant of the anointed 
Christian organization look forward in the light of 
Bible prophecy and see a new generation, the next 
generation of servants that will take over completely 
after the remnant have passed off the earthly scene. 
They want to expand the worship of the living and 
true God over all the earth. Hence they want to pass 
on to this rising generation of people consecrated to 
God all the instruction that Jehovah God by Christ 
has taught them, that this next generation may be 
saved to eternal life on earth under God's kingdom. 
So the anointed remnant of the Theocratic organiza­
tion take up the psalmist's words: "Even now there­
fore that I am old and grey-headed, 0 God! do not 
forsake me, until I tell of thine arm unto a new gen­
eration-unto every one that is to come thy might." 
(Ps. 71: 18, Rotherham) "That I may tell the rising 

() Old, grny-headerl, why does the remnant not want to quit now? 
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generation of thy strength and thy might." (Moffatt) 
·what an inspiring motive for living! 

7 This "new generation", this "rising generation", 
is made up of those people now consecrating them­
selves to Jehovah through his Christ. Jesus spoke of 
them as his "other sheep" whom he would add to his 
flock of sheep in this day under him as the One Shep­
herd. These sheep began to manifest themselves from 
and after the year 1918, in which year (on Febru­
ary 24) the public speech was delivered for the first 
time, "The World Has Ended-Millions Now Living 
:May Never Die." From then on, the fact that such a 
class of "sheep" was foretold to show up at this end 
of the world began to appear in Bible prophecies. 
It is now evident that one of the reasons for which 
Jehovah God spared the anointed remnant alive 
after 1918 was for them to minister the Kingdom 
truth to this rising generation of consecrated people 
of good-will. This class of '·other sheep" was fore­
shadowed by numerous persons and groups in 
Hebrew Scripture. 

s \Ye have already called notice (page 371, if 3) to 
the superscription of Psalm 71 as it appears in the 
Greek translation, the Sezituagint (or, the Seventy 
Hebrew translators). We repeat it: ·'By David, a 
Psalm sung by the sons of J onadab, and the first that 
were taken captive." (Bagster; also C. Thomson) 
In the Sevti1agi11t the psalm is listed as Psalm 70, 
and the Catholic Douay Version follows this number­
ing. There Psalm 70: 1 reads: "A psalm for David. 
Of the sons of Jonadab, and the former captives. In 
thee, 0 Lord, I have hoped, let me nHer be put to 
confusion." In a footnote of the Douay Version 
p,Iurphy edition) the comment on verse 1 says: "Of 
the sons of J O'liadab. The Rech a bites, of whom see 
J er. 35. By this addition of the seventy-two inter­
preters, we gather that this psalm was usually sung 
in the synagogue, in the person of the Rechabites, 
and of those who were first carried away into 
captivity." 

9 The Rechabites were the sons of J onadab the son 
of Rechab and joined themselves in good-will to the 
Israelites and worshiped the God of Israel, Jehovah. 
Just before Jerusalem was destroyed in 607 B.C. and 
the few thousands of surviving Jews were carried 
captive to Babylon Jehovah sent this promise 
through the prophet Jeremiah to the sons of Jona­
<lab: "Thus says the LoRn of hosts, the God of Israel: 
'Because you have been obedient to the charge of 
J onadab your ancestor, and have kept all his instruc­
tions, and have done just as he charged you, thus 
says the Lonn of hosts, the God of Israel: J ondadab, 
the son of Rechab, shall not want a man to stand in 
my presence forever.' "-Jer. 35: 18, 19, An Amer. 
Trans. 
7 \\ho now appear as this unew generation", and E-ince when? 
8. In whose presence \\as Psalm 71 sung-, as the bUperocr1p11on shows? 
9. 10. Whom do these '•ons of .Tonadab" picture, and why? 

10 In previous issues of The Watchtower it has 
been explained how these Rechabites or sons of 
J ondadab foreshadowed the "other sheep" of good­
will. Jonadab (or Jehonadab, meaning Jehovah is 
liberal) first puts in appearance in Scripture when 
King Jehu of Israel drives up to him in his chariot 
and says to him: "Is thy heart right, as my heart is 
with thy heart f" J onadab replies: "It is." King J elm 
then said: "If it be, give me thy hand." "And he gave 
him his hand; and he took him up to him into the 
chariot. _.\.nd he said, Come with me, and see my zeal 
for Jehovah. So they made him ride in his chariot." 
( 2 Ki. 10: 15, 16, Am. Stan. Ver.) To display his zeal 
for Jehovah, King Jehu took Jonadab along to the 
temple of the false god Baal at Samaria. There King 
Jehu made all the apostate Jews put on the garments 
of Baal-worship to identify them, and then he sent 
in his executioners and slaughtered all such breakers 
of the First and Second Commandments. J onadab 
and all the other worshipers of Jehovah were spared 
alive. Jonadab, as related in earlier issues of The 
Watchtower (August 1, 1932, onward), prefigured 
the consecrated people of good-will who give their 
allegiance to Jehovah's King Christ Jesus since 1918 
and whom Jehovah's executioners spare alive clear 
through the battle of Armageddon, during which all 
the Baal-worshipers or worshipers of false religions 
will be destroyed. Thus Jonadab and the Rechahites 
or sons of J onadab picture the same modern-day 
class of good-will. 

11 During the years of World War I (A.D. 191-±-
1918) the anointed remnant of Jehovah's witnesses 
went into captivity to great mystic Babylon, this 
world under its false religions. But in 1919 Jehovah 
God by his King Christ Jesus began bringing these 
spiritual Israelites out from their unwilling captiv­
ity to Babylon. Thereafter, too, the modern J onadab 
class began to show up in ever-gro\ving numbers and 
to associate themselves with the remnant, particu­
larly from 1932 forward. Seeing, as we now do, the 
application of Psalm 71 here discussed, we can now 
appreciate how fitting it was for it to be sung at the 
synagogue in the presence of the Israelites who were 
once captives to Babylon and also of the sons of 
J onadab. Today both the remnant of spiritual Israel­
ites and also the modern J onadab class can enjoy 
the understanding of this fulfilled psalm. 

12 Certainly, then, although the anointed remnant 
is in the old and gray-haired stage of the Christian 
organization, they will keep on praying that Jehovah 
God will not forsake them until they have declared 
His arm, that is, his strength and activities, to the 
next generation, the J onadab class, for their salva­
tion through Armageddon into the righteous new 
world. The remnant want to reach with the Kingdom 

11. Ily what one.time captives Is Psalm 71 al•o now suni:? 
12. Whom do they not "I\ ant to fall to tell about Jeho\ah's arm? 
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message "every one that is to come". In Jehovah's 
due time he by his reigning King will bring forth 
the faithful prophets and other overcomers of pre­
Christian centuries from the grave to make them 
"princes in all the earth". (Ps. 45: 16) Then the faith­
ful remnant, who also expect to sumve the battle 
of Armageddon, will have the privilege of telling 
these princes of the "new earth" about the arm and 
strength of Jehovah God at this end of the world. 
Tl1ese princes will constitute part of the next or new 
generation.-Ps. 71: 18, Am. Stan. Ver.; Rotherham. 

13 Old age and gray hairs do not cause Jehovah 
God to dismiss his faithful remnant from service or 
to forsake them. His prophecy on the last days of 
this world assures the Christian organization: "I 
will pour out my spirit upon all flesh [young and 
old]; ... your old men shall dream dreams." (Joel 
2: 28) In Bible times the old men were made am­
bassadors, so that to be an ambassador meant to be 
old. (2 Cor. 5: 20; Eph. 6: 20) Quite so, God causes 
the remnant of the Christian organization in its old 
age to see fulfilled the dreams his prophets saw in 
ancient times, and also to be his ambassadors to 
deliver the final message of reconciliation at this end 
of the world. He has honored his anointed organiza­
tion in its old age with serving as ambassadors of 
his established kingdom, the Theocratic Go,ernment 
now in power under his reigning King Christ. 

OUR GREATNESS D1CREASED 

a The faithful remnant, to whom Jehovah God has 
shown such mercy and honor since 1918, can now see 
the psalmist's prayer fulfilled in them: "Thy power 
and thy righteousness extend, 0 God, unto the high 
heavens. Thou who hast done great things, 0 God, 
who is like thee? 0 thou who hast made us see manv 
dangers and disasters, do thou quicken us again, and 
from the depths of the earth bring us up again. Do 
thou increase my greatness, and turn and comfort 
me!" (Ps. 71: 19-21, An.Amer.Trans.) \Yhereas the 
political, commercial, judicial and religious elements 
of this world continue dealing very unrighteously 
with Jehovah's witnesses, the Lord God has magni­
fied his righteousness toward his devoted remnant. 
It is as high as the heavens, God's throne. Who can 
be like Him~ He has let his remnant see many a sore 
trial. In 1918, at the climax of World ·war I, it looked 
like a disaster for them, a disaster from which they 
13. How hns God honored the remnant of the Christian orgamzntlon 
in it• old nge ~ 
14 !Iow has He tbcrea~ed t •:rlr greatness and comforted them? 

would never rise. They were then under oppressions 
and captivity by the murderous powers of this world, 
so that they were like the pile of dry bones in the 
deep valley that Ezekiel saw in vision after J eru­
salem was destroyed and the Jewish captives were 
displaced. (Ezek. 37: 1-14) But in the vision God 
quickened that valley of dry bones to life again, and 
he did so with his faithful remnant in 1919. He 
brought them up from the depths of captivity and 
restraint under earthly rulers. He turned his favor 
again to them and increased their greatness as his 
witnesses and ambassadors. He has comforted them 
also by raising up at their side a great multitude of 
consecrated companions of good-will, the new, rising 
generation. 

15 Thus comforted, and with strength renewed by 
Almighty God, the remnant sing forth the final lines 
of Psalm 71, and the increasing multitude of the ris­
ing generation join in with them: "I also will praise 
thee with the lyre, I will sing of thy faithfulness, 0 
my God, with the harp. 0 thou holy one of Israel. 
My lips shall joyfully shout when I sing praises to 
thee, and my life which thou hast redeemed. :My 
tongue, too, shall tell of thy righteousness all day 
long; for they shall be put to shame, they shall be dis­
graced, who sought to do me harm."-Ps. 71: 22-24, 
An Amer. Trans. 

1
• By his dealings with us since 1918 Jehovah God 

by Christ bas redeemed our life.Now if we faithfully 
use our days that are left before the battle of Arma­
geddon breaks, it means our eternal life in the new 
world following that battle. On emerging from World 
War I, which marked the beginning of the end of this 
world, the nations came forth to a course of shame 
and contempt, as their career for thirty years since 
then now shows. For continuing to resist God's kinp:­
dom and seeking to harm his ambassadors they will 
go down to destruction in the greatest shame arnl 
disgrace at Armageddon. But the remnant, followed 
in due time by the rising generation of good-will, 
have come forth to a life of praise to Jehovah God 
and his King. They fearlessly shout his praises. 
They hold fast their resolve to make joyful conf es­
sion of him with their mouth till the great act of 
righteousness occurs, the vindication of Jehovah's 
sovereignty at Armageddon by his victorious King 
Christ Jesus. 

15, 16. How does their red .. eme<l life iesult <lltrerentl; f1om the ro111,P 
upon which the na t1ons entered since 1918? 

BRINGING FORTH FRUIT IN OLD AGE 

WE ARE no'v in the thirty-fifth year of the "Day 
of Jehovah". Quite a number of those who were 
in the Kingdom truth movement back there at the 

beginning of this momentous day, which was visibly marked 

by the outbreak of World War I, are today well advanced 
in years, but are still holding on to the service of the now 
established Kingdom. The physical hardships of old age 
are now making themselves felt in their bodies, as described 



380 She WATCHTOWER.. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

by the ancient wise man, whom Jehovah God raised up and 
inspired to be a preacher, or a "Ko4eleth", as he was called 
in the Hebrew language in which he spoke and wrote. These 
aging servants of the 1.Iost High God can now well appre­
ciate the wisdom of their course in taking up the service 
as witnesses of Jehovah in the days decades ago when their 
vigor and vitality were greater and they could thus render 
their best to a <leserving God; and they can also appreciate 
the solemn admonition contained in the wise man's words 
for the youth of these days, as he writes: 

"Ilejoice, 0 young man, in your youth, and let your 
mind be glad in the days of your vigor, and walk in the 
ways of your mind and in the sight of your eyes; but know 
that for all these things God will bring you into judgment. 
And put away worry from your mind, and remove evil 
from your fte!'h; for youth and the prime of life are vanity. 
Tiemember your Creator in the days of your vigor, before 
the evil days come, and the years approach of which you 
will say, 'I have no plea>:ure in them.' "-Eccl. 11: 9 to 
12: 1, An .timer. Trans. 

The world, particularly Christendom with her millions 
of religionists who are "lovers of pleasures more than lovers 
of God'', offers its pleasures to the young men and women, 
who snatch at the delusions; but advanced age has again 
and again proved them all empty bubbles. This world, now 
in its ''time of the end" since A.D. 19H, has nothing sub­
stantial to offer for very much longer, and therefore, unless 
the human mind has found its satisfaction in the living and 
true God Jehovah and in his Son Jesus Christ, there is 
indeed no pleasure in old age. The wise man, Koheleth or 
Preacher, pre~ents us a vivid pen picture of old age-"the 
evil days" of physical decline and infirmity, "of which you 
will say, 'I have no pleasure in them.'" He then proceeds to 
tell us why, saying: 

"Before the sun becomes dark, and the light, and the 
moo11, and the stars; and the clouds return after the rain; 
on the day when the guardians of the house tremble, and 
the strong men are bent, and the grinding-maids cease 
because they are few, and the ladies peeri11g through the 
windO\vs are darkened."-Eccl. 12: 2, 3, 1ln _lmer. Trans. 

Here we can recognize how Koheleth, in poetical figura­
tive speech, refers to the dimness of vision of old age, both 
mental and physical in most cases, and to the fact that 
clouds of trouble of one kind or another quickly succeed 
one another following every experience refreshing like rain 
which for a time brings hope of succeeding sunshine of 
prosperity. But the guardians of the house, namely, the 
arms and the hands of our earthly bodies, give way to 
trembling on the day of old age; and those figurative 
"strong men", our lower limbs, bend with difficulty in try­
ing to support the weight of the body. Along with this the 
"grinding-maids", our natural teeth, cease to perform their 
office because of decay or loss of them, and our powers of 
vision and perception which look through the windows of 
our bodies, our eyes, are dimmed and the need of stronger 
glasses increases. 

But this is not all: "And the doors into the street are 
closed; when the sound of the mill is low, and the sound 
of the bird is faint, and all the notes of song sink low; 
also, he is afraid of a height, and terrors are on the road; 
and he rejects the almond, and the locust is burdensome, 

and the caper-berry is ineffectual; because man is going to 
his eternal home, and the mourners go about in the street." 
-Eccl. 12: 4, 5, An A.mer. Trans. 

Yes, when working possibilities of life near their end, 
and the door of the mouth finds talking difficult or a 
burden, then there is liable to be little in common between 
the old person and the rising generation, and therefore 
there is less and less communication through the outlet of 
the mouth and vocal powers. The powers of hearing with 
which he once rejoiced at the sound of a bird or the notes 
of song are weak. Being unable to sleep well, he will rise 
up disturbed at the faint call of the bird, and his failing 
powers cease to catch the strains of earthly enchantments, 
"the daughters of music.'' It is only when he has the ear 
of faith that he catches the far sweeter strains of heaven's 
melodies noted on the pages of the Bible and of which 
Solomon in all his glory never knew. But still he must 
face the great burden, labor, fears and sorrows of extreme 
old age with all its infirmities, loss of appetite or of taste, 
and mournful groans and sighs, until all earthly desires fail 
and he goes to his long home, the grave. Fortunate he is 
if he has hopes and desires of God's righteous new world 
now so near, and has Scriptural reasons for awaiting the 
morning of the resurrection with which the new world 
breaks over this world. 

As the old person approaches death it is but a short 
time, as Koheleth says, "before the silver cord is severed, 
and the golden bowl broken, and the jar shattered at the 
spring, and the wheel broken at the cistern; and the dust 
returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to 
God who gave it." "'Vanity of vanities,' says Koheleth, 
'all is vanity.'" (Eccl. 12: 6-8, An .diner. Trans.) Yes, 
collapse within the body takes place at death. The sih·er 
cord of our attachment to life in this world, or the spinal 
cord which attaches to our brain, is severed and no longer 
transmits impulses. The golden bowl of the brain is broken 
as this precious organ of intelligent life disintegrates, and 
also the human body, which like a vessel holds the golden 
content of life, begins its dissolution. The jar or pitcher of 
the heart which receives and transmits the blood stream 
no more receives the life-sustaining fluid any more than a 
jar shattered at the ci!'itern can receive and hold living 
waters; and as a consequence the wheel of blood circulation 
in the human organism stops revolving. Then, as the body 
can no longer perform its offices, the dust of which it is 
composed returns "to the earth as it was", to be now mere 
inanimate dust; and the spirit, or power of life, returns to 
God, who gave it to man, and the man's breath empties 
out into the great reservoir of air, the surrounding atmos­
phere. That human soul thus dies, it is no more, except as 
it may be engraved indelibly upon the tablet of God's 
memory to be reproduced again in the day when, as Christ 
Jesus foretold, "all that are in the graves [memorials, 
representing God's memory of them] shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of (judgment]." (John 5: ~S. 29; Am. Stan. 
Ver.) If we faithfully remember Jehovah God while enjoy­
ing this life, we can be sure he will remembC'r us then. 

The conclusion of the whole matter of a life's experience. 
if such life has not been used with continual remembrance 
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of God, is that to which all men come sooner or later. 
"Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity." 
(Eccl. 12: 8) After a wasted life, this is the poor world's 
dying refrain, when they see it would have been better to 
fear the living and true God and to keep his command­
ments. It is for us to decide now, if we have not already 
done so, that our life shall not come to such a vain dis­
appointing end as that. And to help us in deciding 'upon 
the sure way of present living to avoid such an outcome 
the wise man gives us his conclusion, inspired by the spirit 
of God: "The conclusion of the matter, all having been 
heard: Fear God and keep his commands; [why7] for this 
7oncerns all. mankind, that God brings every work into 
Judgment with regard to everything concealed, whether 
it be good or evil."-Eccl. 12: 13, An L1met. Trans.• 

AN ACTUAL-CASE HISTORY 

For the righteous who persist in serving God there is no 
such regretful old age, but they find that God still has use 
for them in spite of their old age, and they can keep on 
bearing witness to him down to their last breath. Concern­
ing them it is written: "The righteous &hall flourish like the 
palm-tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Thev are 
planted in the house of Jehovah; they shall flourish i~ the 
courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old 
age; they shall be full of sap and green : to show that J eho­
,·ah is up.right; he is my rock, and there is no unri..,.hteous­
ness in him." (Ps. 92: 12-15, Am. Stan. Ver.) There are 
many examples to be had of the truthfulness of these com­
forting, reassuring words; but as a case history drawn from 
actual life we quote for our readers a letter recentlv 
received from Sweden. The lady writing li>es with h;r 
husband aboard the small boat "Doric" in which they 
pioneer. She says: 

"By the Lord's grace, I have had the privilege of being 
a whole-time worker in the Kingdom service for -10 years. 
For nearly 20 years I tramlated the American Watcl;tower 
and other literature from the American office for the 
Branch here in Sweden. After that I was a pioneer and 
<;till am. lily age is now 71. 

"Before I got in contact with the truth (the first book 
reached me 1899, Millenni Dagning, translated and printed 
in U.S.A.), I thought the best way to use my life in order 
to please God and serve him would be to be a missionary 
and to go where there was none before, and so I intended 
to go to West Central Africa to the Vey-people on the 
farther side of the Free State of Liberia. But I was always 
anxious to see the Lord's way clearly that I might not take 
a single step without being sure that he was guiJing. I 
was then in a bank and I left it, fully trusting in God for 
everything. I did not go into a missionary society, because 
I was afraid to be bound in one way or another so that 
I should not be able to follow the Lord's way and do his 
will as it might please him to reveal it to me step by step. 
?IIy relations and my acquaintances thought I was foolish. 
Then it pleased the Lord to open up the way for me to go 
to Doctor Grattan Guinness' Training Home for l\Iission­
aries in London without charge; and it was unsectarian. 

"Coming back from London I got an opportunity to 
~tudy the truth more thoroughly with the Bible, and I 

•For a full discussion of Ecclesiastes 12: 1-13 see The lVatch­
lower November 15, 1945. 

kne!t down many a time while studying and wept and 
praised the Lord. And then my greatest desire and my 
prayer was: In what way can I serve in the truthY By 
and by I came to know that there was an office in Sweden 
and I went to see those living there, as I had never met 
anyone that knew the truth. After that visit I got a letter 
from the Office, and request that I do the translation work 
of THE 'VATCH TOWER, because the one who had done that 
formerly was going to do it no more, and they knew none 
to do it. So they had made it a matter of prayer and now 
they asked me. I had gotten chronic sciatica in both my 
legs, so that was really the only way for me to serve the 
truth then. 

''Later on I wrote to Brother Russell [then president of 
the WATCH TOWER] about my intention to go to West 
Central Africa as a missionary, but that I had gotten the 
truth and now wished to use my life in harmony therewith. 
A small sum of money was given to me of a few friends 
to be used in West Africa when I went there. That sum 
of money was partly taken back when those friends got 
to know that I would like the money to be used to further 
the truth. What was left I sent to Brother Russell to be 
used when God's time would come to send his truth to 
'Vest Africa. Never did I think then that the messagr 
would go there this side of Armageddon. You know, 
Brother Knorr, at that time it had not pleased the Lord 
to let us see farther than 1914. You can imagine that I 
have read in the Yearbook with great interest of the work 
in West Africa. Never could the Lord's people durin"' the 
Elijah work dream of the world-wide work that has 

0

gone 
on after 1918. 

"I had the privilege of meeting personally Brother 
Russell here in Sweden and also Brother Rutherford 
["\Y.\TCH To\VER president 1918-19-12] when he was here, 
and I can still remember how anxious he was to wait upon 
the Lord so that everything might be done in harmony 
with the Lord's will. Specially was this the ease when hr 
was here in 1925. I shall never forget that day when there 
was a change in the office here and how thankful we were 
to Jehovah, all that waited upon him in this matter. I said 
to Brother Rutherford: 'I don't see how we can get on 
any longer in this way.' I had to give him a list of all 
the articles in the American Watchtower that had been 
withheld from the friends and which did not get into the 
Swedish lV atchtower, and this Brother Rutherford read 
to the whole audience at the convention in l>rebro and that 
very day the change came. ' 

"After that I worked as a pioneer. Still later I married 
a pioneer younger than myself who had been a sailor. We 
have used a boat in the work for 12 years. It pleaf>ed the 
Lord to give us this boat wholly without our own doing, 
and we got it with the express word that no man, but Jeho­
vah, had given it. And this I took as an answer to my 
heart's desire that I might be able to continue in the service 
also in my late years, as my feet and legs are not very good. 

"We have been working many isles and especially the 
West Coast of Sweden. We are there just now. A sister 
of mine who was a sick-nurse became interested and symbol­
ized; and she went out as a pioneer in 1911. She also is still 
in the service. Her age is now 69 years. 

"You can imagine how thankful we are to .Jehovah fot 
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the great privilege we have had and still have to use our 
lives in the Kingdom service. Much of our strength is used 
up now, but we are anxious to do all we can, even unto 
the last. And our prayer is that we might be kept and used 
by Jehovah as long as it pleases him to uphold and strength­
en us by his holy power. :Many a trial was met in the past 
in different ways to turn us a'vay from the Kingdom serv­
ice, but many a joy and great blessings we have experienced 
in the service all the time, and the Lord's loving-kindness 
without measure. \Ve can witness in truth that never does 
JehoYah leaYe or forsake those who obey and trust him. 
All glory be to him! It is all by his grace! 

"What a privilege to liYe in this time and see how Jeho­
vah, the Sovereign of the whole universe, and his King 
Christ Jesus majestically are marching forward in all the 

world! We hail Him in unity and harmony with all hi-; 
faithful witnesses everywhere." 

Old age is no reason or sign for any consecrated witness 
of the Most High God to resign from his service. Moses 
served God till he was 120 years old, and John till he was 
100 years old, Abraham till he was 175, Enoch till he was 
365, and Noah till he w•as 950. As in the case of the abo\·e 
letter-writer, there are many other aged ones among Jeho­
vah's witnesses today following in Jesus' footsteps who are 
not seeking to resign or retire from active duty because 
of old age. Because o:f this proper obedience to the divine 
command and this proper appreciation of his blessed 
service, God makes them to be fruitful even in their old 
days. "Considering the issue of their life, imitate their 
faith."-Heb. 13: 7, Am. Stan. Ver. 

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and lay up my command­
ments tvith thee; so as to incline thine ear unto wisdom, and 
apply thy heart to understanding; yea, if thou cry after discern­
ment, and lift up thy 'l:oice for understanding; if thou seek her 
as silver, and search for her as for hid treasures: then shalt 
thou understand the fear of Jehouah, and find the knowledge 

of God.-Proverbs 2: 1-5, .A.S.V. 

FIELD EXPERIENCES 
GOD'S WORD ATTRACTS A PASSER-BY 

The conducting of a Bible study out on a porch resulted 
in the truth's reaching a passer-by. One of Jehovah's 
witnesses in the state of :\Iississippi, U.S.A., writes: 

"A few days ago I stopped at a lady's house to conduct 
a study. She and I decided to sit on the front porch and 
do the studying there. While we were studying the chapter 
'Resurrection' on page 268 in the 'Let God Be True' book, 
a man passed by, riding on a bicycle. He heard me reading 
that part of paragraph 2 which says: '"If a man die, 
shall he lh-e again? all the days of my appointed time will 
I wait, till my change come.''' He brought his bicycle near 
the porch and said: 'Tell me! If a man die, shall he live 
again? That is what I want to know!' I explained it to 
him and pointed out the scriptures in that same paragraph, 
which he could read in his own Bible. A few days later 
I met him on the street. He gladly took the 'Let God Be 
Tnte' book. Since then I have had studies with him, his 
wife, and some of the children. His 'vife has gone with me 
to hear one of the lectures given by Jehovah's witnesses." 

CONVENTION PHOTOGRAPHS AWAKE."il INTEREST 

One of Jehovah's witnesses in California is using visual 
aids to further help those to whom he ministers. He says: 

"In presenting the Permanent Governor of .till Nations 
booklet and at back-calls and book studies I am using a 
complete set of convention photographs to help the people 
of good-will to visualize the organization and see that J cho­
vah's witnesses are not just another religion. A number of 
times they have gotten me in where the statement has often 
been, 'I am too busy today to ask you to stop in.' To this 
statement I have replied, 'Well, I did have something I 
wanted to show you, some pictures of the big conveut10n 
held at Wrigley Field in Los Angeles.' Then I take out the 
pictures with the one of Wrigley Field full of people on 
top. On sight I have had women exclaim, '\Yon't you come 
inside1 I want my husband to see them too.' An cxceilcnt 
back-call has always followed, in which I have briefly dis­
cussed Jehovah's witnesses and have given some high points 
of the assembly and the literature that will give them God's 
message. People are impressed \vith the size of the organiza­
tion that Jehovah is using to publish his message." 
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