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THE GIVER OF IMMORTALITY

“Who hath destroyed death, and hath brought to light life and incorruption by the gospel.”
—2 Tim. 1:10, Douay Version.

mortality originally. Infinity of existence belongs

to him, as it is written, at Psalm 90:1,2: “A
prayer of Moses the man of God. Lord, a place of
refuge hast thou been unto us in all generations.
Before yet the mountains were brought forth, or
thou hadst ever produced the earth and the world,
cven from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”
(Leeser’s translation) In an expression of praise to
Jehovah God the inspired Jewish-Christian writer
Paul says: “Now unto the King of the ages, incor-
ruptible, invisible, alone God, be honour and glory
unto the ages of ages.” Because he is “from everlast-
ing to everlasting” he can have such honor and glory
ascribed to him “unto the ages of ages”, or for all
eternity to come. To identify Jehovah God and show
he is different and distinet from his Son, who is the
AMessial or Christ, the apostle Paul continues on to
gsay: “For there is one God, one mediator also
between God and men, a man—Christ Jesus: who
gave lhimself a ransom in behalf of all.” (1 Tim.
1:17 and 2: 5, 6, Rotherham) Jehovah’s being incor-
ruptible denotes his immortality, that is to say, his
indestructibleness, his imperishableness, the impos-
sibility for him to decay or waste away. Because he
is from everlasting or from all past eternity and so
is without beginning, he stands out alone ahove every
other intelligent person in the universe, without
even the exception of his beloved “only begotten
Son”, the Messiah. It is because all these others are
creatures, Jehoval’s creations.

* Being immortal in all past eternity, Jehovah God
is the source of all life throughout the universe. “O
Jehoval, thou preservest man and beast. For with
thee is the fountain of life.” (Ps. 36:6, 9, Am. Stan.
Ver.) Aside from the Most High God, no one
possessed immortality and incorruptibility from all
past eternity, not even his beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
as we shall show by the Holy Seriptures. According
to the Secriptures, Jehovah did not create a single
creature with the gift and power of immortality
and incorruption. Time was when his only begotten
Son Jesus Christ did not have immortality. It was

]EHOVAH God was the only one to possess im-

only when he had shown his mortalness by being
faithful to God his Father down to a martyr’s death
and God resurrected him from the dead that Jesus
Christ gained the supreme prize of immortality and
incorruptibility. Since all the above-mentioned facts
can be proved by the inspired Seriptures, the apostle
Paul is correct when he tells us there was a time
when incorruptibleness for certain favored creatures
of God came to light. And when was that time? In
Moses’ day, when he wrote the first five books of
the Holy Bible? No; but about sixteen centuries
after Moses, in the days of Jesus Christ. As the
apostle Paul says: “Grace which was granted to us
in Christ Jesus before this world existed, but-s now
manifested by the enlightenment of our Savior
Jesus Christ. He has destroyed death and brought
to light life and incorruption by the gospel, of which
I have been appointed a preacher and an apostle.”
—2 Tim. 1:9-11, Catholic Confraternity translation.

® Religionists who follow the “vain philosophy” of
this world can be expected to object to Bible truth.
They will point to the pagan Grecian philosopher
Pythagoras, born 603 B.C. and who taught that
every human creature has a soul that is separate and
distinet from his fleshly body and that is immortal
and so able to transmigrate from one fleshly body to
another. A century and a half later another pagan
Grecian philosopher rose up, Socrates, born 463 B.C.,,
and who through his foremost pupil, Plato, popu-
larized the theory of the “immortality of the hunan
soul”. Looking for some appearance of Scriptural
support for following Plato’s teachings, the Roman
Catholic theologians will point to the books The
Wisdom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus (or the
Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach). To show that
the words “immortal, immortality, incorruptible, and
incorruption” occur before Christ and his apostles,
they will make the following quotations from those
two books, which they call “deutero-canonical” books
but whieh others call “apocryphal” books.

‘*“For justice is perpetual and immortal.” “For
God created man incorruptible, and to the image of
his own likeness he made him.” “But the souls of the
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just are in the hand of God, and the torment of
death shall not touch them. And though in the sight
of men they suffered torments, their hope is full of
immortality.” “O how beautiful is the chaste genera-
tion with glory: for the memory thereof is immortal:
because it is known both with God and with men.”
“And the care of discipline is love: and love is the
keeping of her laws: and the keeping of her laws is
the firm foundation of incorruption: and incorrup-
tion bringeth near to God.” “Moreover by the means
of her I shall have immortality: and shall leave
behind me an everlasting memory to them that come
after me. Thinking these things with myself, and
pondering them in my heart, that to be allied to
wisdom is immortality.” “But thou, our God, art
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gracious and true, patient, and ordering all things
in mercy. For to know thee is perfect justice: and
to know thy justice, and thy power, is the root of
immortality.” (Douay Version of Wisdom 1:15;
2:23; 3:1,4; 4:1; 6:19,20; 8:13,17; 15:1,3) “A
faithful friend is the medicine of life and immortal-
ity: and they that fear the Lord, shall find him.”
“For all things cannot be in men, because the son
of man is not immorial, and they are delighted with
the vanity of evil.”—Douay Version of Ecclesias-
ticus 6:16; 17:29.

8 For what the great Giver of immortality has to
say upon the subject by means of his authentic Serip-
tures about the inspiration of which there is no dis-
pute, we refer our readers to the'next article below.

WHEN IMMORTALITY CAME TO LIGHT

HE inspired apostle Paul plainly declares that

our Savior Jesus Christ brought incorruption

(or immortality) to light by the gospel which
Paul preached. Iis declaration is one of the proofs
to show that the books The Wisdom of Solomon and
Ecclesiasticus are not inspired or canonical, but are
apocryphal. It, of course, needs no proof to say that
the teachings of the pagan philosophers Pythagoras
and Plato are uncanonical, unseriptural, uninspired,
and unchristian. The books The Wisdom of Soloinon
and Dcclesiasticus were written centuries after
Pythagoras and Plato and were produced by Jews
who lived and wrote after the conqueror Alexander
the Great made Palestine subject to Greece; and so
those Jews became tainted with Platonic teachings
about the luman soul. Even the Roman Catholic
Jerome, who translated the Holy Secriptures into
Latin, disputed that Solomon wrote the book The
Wisdom of Solomon. And the great Synagogue of
Jerusalem never did accept it or Ecclesiasticus as
canonical, belonging to the inspired Hebrew Serip-
tures. Paul’s words show he as a Christian did not
accept such books as a part of the inspired canon,
and for that reason neither he nor any other disei-
ples of Christ who wrote the inspired Christian
Scriptures make any quotation from Wisdom and
Eeclesiasticus.

* Look again carefully at the above-quoted verses
fromn those two books. Note that they do not once
mention such a thing as an immortal soul, nor say
that any man has immortality or ever had it. Even
they speak of immortality as something future,
for only certain ones. So. even in those so-called
“deutero-canonical” books or apocryphal writings
we find no support for the pagan doctrine of “im-
mortality of the human soul”. Turn, now, from dis-

1. What proves the books \Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus not ecanonical?
2. Why does mention of immortai (1ty) not support immortai soul?

puted books to the true inspired Scriptures. Scan
them minutely with the help of an exhaustive con-
cordance of the Holy Bible. Then you will demon-
strate to yourself that not once in all the Holy Scrip-
tures does the expression “immortal soul” oeccur,
neither any other expression to say that the human
soul is immortal. To the contrary, all the Scriptural
expressions from Moses onward pointedly declare
that the human soul is mortal and dies, ceasing to
exist. 'h agreement with that, and in harmony with
what the apostle Paul writes under inspiration, the
words immortal, immortality, incorruptible, incor-
ruptibility, and incorruption are found in the Holy
Bible for the first time in the writings of the disciples
that follow Jesus Christ.*

THE SOUL

*In a Questions and Answer Bookt the title page
of which says it is an “exposé of Jehovah witnesses”
the Roman Catholic priests that produced it answer
the question, “Is it revealed doctrine that the soul
of man is immortal?” and say: “The account in
Genesis of mau’s formation proves it. God is im-
mortal, and cannot die. He made man in His own
image and likeness. But our bodies are nothing like
God in appearance, and are mortal. Therefore the
real image of God is in our soul, and it resembles

*In the Chnstian Greek Scriptures the Roman Catholie
Douay Version contains immortal just once and mmmoriality just
three times, whereas incorruptible occurs five times, sncorrupt-
ibility once, and ncorruption six times. (See 1 Timothy 1:17;
1 Corinthians 15:53, 54; 1 Timothy 6:16; Romans 1:23;
1 Corinthiaps 9-25 and 15:52; 1 Peter 1:4, 23; 3:4; Ro-
mans 2:7; 1 Corinthians 15:42, 50, 53; Ephesians 6:24; and

2 Timothy 1:10.) In the King James Version see also 1 Corin-
thians 15: 54, for an extra occurrence of incorruption.

t Radio Replies in Defence of Religion, by the Rev Dr. Rumble,
M.S.C., aud Rev. C. M. Carty, with the Imprnimatur of Arch-
bishop J. G. Murray, of St. Paul, Minn., of February 11, 1938,
(9th printing)

3, 4. Under what rule do we examine priestly wnitinzs on the soul”
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God by immortality. Both Old and New Testaments
insist upon the immortality of the soul.”

* Priests of religious organizations are men, and
with regard to them we are bound by the words of
the apostle Paul: “But God is true; and every man
a liar, as it is written, That thou mayest be justified
in thy words, and mayest overcome when thou art
judged.” (Rom. 3:4, Douay) We will therefore let
God he true by going direct to his inspired written
Word rather than accept outright, without proof,
what religious priests say. We dishonor God if we
acecept what men say in contradiction to God. Men
can be liars.

* These priestly would-be exposers of Jehoval’s
witnesses say “the account in Genesis of man’s for-
mation proves it”. So we turn to Genesis 2: 7 in the
new 1948 translation of the book of Genesis of the
Holy Bible by the episcopal committee of the Con-
fraternity of Christian Doectrine, and there we read:
“Then the Lorp God formed man out of the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living being.” The Douay
Version reads: “And man became a living soul.” The
cross-reference of this verse points us to 1 Corin-
thians 15:45, which reads: “So also it is written,
‘The first man, Adam, became a living soul’; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit.” (Confraternity
translation) “The first man Adam was made into a
living soul; the last Adam into a quickening spirit.”
(Douay) Let everyone here notice that the apostle
Paul shows a distinetion between soul and spirit.

® Notice, too, that the episcopal committee of the
Confraternity tries to conceal the truth by using the
expression “a living being” instead of “a living soul”
at Genesis 2: 7. But when the apostle Paul quotes it
he renders it “a living soul”. If now we study Gen-
esis 2:7 and Paul’s quotation of it, we see that God
does not say he breathed or put into Adam’s lifeless
form an “immortal soul”. God breathed into the
man’s form the “breath of life”, and the result of
combining the human body and the breath of life
from God was that “man became a living soul”; “the
first man Adam was made into a living soul.” Here
we have in God’s own words the simplest explanation
of what a human soul actually is. It is not something
invisible, like an unseen vapor, but is the living hu-
man creature himself, the live man with the five sens-
es of seeing, hearing, smelling, feeling, and tasting.

? Refusing to accept this simple Bible explanation,
but arguing for Plato’s pagan teaching, our priestly
critics say (Question 29): “That breath of life was
either a definite something, or it was nothing. But
you cannot tell me that nothing vitalized that body.

It was a definite something, that something was a
5, 6. (a) How does the 1948 Catholic translation of Genesis 2:7 hide

the truth about the soul? (b) Seripturally, what is a human soul?
4. 8. How do we answer the priestly argument about namlng man a soul?
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created human intelligent soul. . .. A body, of flesh
and bone, could never become a living soul. Man was
but named after the superior element of his being.”

® Very well, then. If the “breath of life” which God
breathed into Adam’s body of flesh and bone was
itself the “human intelligent soul”, then, instead of
“breath of life”, let us read “human intelligent soul”
at Genesis 2: 7 and see whether it makes sense: “And
the Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth:
and breathed into his face [the human intelligent
soul], and man became a living soul.” (Using Douay
Version) An honest person will choose to let Jeho-
vah God be true although it makes Pythagoras,
Socrates and Plato liars, and such a person will
admit that Genesis 2:7, if read with the priestly
perversion of it, does not make sense; it is not
reasonable. God is reasonable, because he is true.

*We must remember that Moses, who wrote
Genesis 2: 7 under inspiration, wrote more than nine
centuries before the above Grecian philosophers.
Moses did not borrow his ideas about the human soul
from those pagan worshipers of false gods. Hence
we deceive ourselves if we think Moses and those
pagan philosophers agree as to what the human soul
is. They did not teach by inspiration of God, but
Moses, by the inspiration of God, taught the truth
about the human soul without waiting for any philo-
sophical guesses from them. The fact is, most of the
inspired Hebrew Secriptures was written before
those philosophers were born, and only the last five
books of the Hebrew Scriptures were written during
the lifetime of Socrates and Plato. Those pagans are
liars, but God is true.

1 All the inspired Secriptures support the truth
that “man became a living soul”. Yes, the human
creature ¢s a soul and does not have an intelligent
soul that is separable from the body and able to leave
it at death and carry on a separate, independent con-
scious existence in the spirit realm. But our priestly
critics rebel at this Bible truth and go on to say
(Q. 29): “Again, if man has not got a soul, then
instead of being composed of body and soul, he is a
body. And if that body is a soul, then a soul wears
boots!” Exactly so. The living body, the body ani-
mated by the breath of life from God, is the soul; and
such a human soul can wear boots, and also wear
pants underneath skirts. That is why the apostle
Paul speaks of it as a “psychical body”. or a “soulical
body”, at 1 Corinthians 15:44. (Rotherham, mar-
ginal reading; The Emphatic Diaglott, interlinear
reading) The Bible says the soul can do many things.

11 At Genesis 2: 7 the Hebrew word Moses used for
soul is nephesh. Moses’ writings and the rest of the
inspired Hebrew Scriptures say that the soul can eat
flesh and blood (Lev. 7:18,20,27 and 17:12, 15); it
T A TR Nl A R
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can dry away (Num. 11:6); it can touch unclean
things (Num. 19:13-22); it can be torn as by a lion
(Ps. 7:2); it can go into a pit or grave (Job 33: 18,
22,28,30; Ps. 30:3); it can be laid in irons (Ps.
105: 18, margin); it ean abhor all manner of meat
(Ps. 107:18; Prov. 27:7); it can be brought out of
prison (Ps. 142:7); it can suffer hunger through
idleness (Prov.19:15); it can thirst and be refreshed
by cold water (Prov. 25: 25) ; it has blood which ean
be shed (Jer. 2: 34); it can shed tears (Jer. 13:17);
it can be relieved with food. (Lam. 1:11,19; Hos.
9:4) God’s Word of truth thus speaks of the human
soul in such terms because the soul is the human body
with its brain and organs made alive by the breath of
life which God breathed into it. It would be very
enlightening to our priestly crities to take a concord-
ance of the Hebrew words of the Bible and see all
it says about the human soul (nephesh).

ANIMAL SOULS

2Tt is not Scripturally true, therefore, that the
soul is the superior element of man’s being and that
“man was but named after the superior element of
his being”. Man is a human soul. Man is not a “soul
incarnate”, with a separable soul living inside his
flesh. Nor is the soul the breath of God or the breath
of life. But when God by an invisible process like
breathing infused the breath of life into the human
form that he created in Eden, man became or was
made into a living soul. All of us are fleshly souls,
just like the lower animals, the birds, land beasts and
fishes. Why, our priestly critics are obliged to admit
that the lower animals are souls. They say so by
saying that “sane philosophy admits a vegetative
soul, a sensitive animal soul” (Q. 28) ; but Jehovah’s
witnesses say so, not on the basis of worldly philoso-
phy, but on the basis of God’s Word of truth. In the
account of ecreation we read:

B “And God saild—Let the waters swarm with an
abundance of living soul, and birds shall fly over the
earth, over the face of the expanse of the heavens.
And God created the great sea-monsters, and every
living soul that moveth—with which the waters
swarmed after their kind and every winged bird—
after its kind. And God saw that it was good. And
God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multi-
ply in the land. So it was evening—and it was morn-
ing, a fifth day. And God said—Let the land bring
forth living soul after its kind, tame-beast and ereep-
ing thing and wild-beast of the land after its kind.
And it was so.”—Gen. 1:20-24, Rotherham’s empha-
sised translation.

1 After God created man in His own image and
likeness, then, as we read, “God said—Lo! I have

12-14, Why do we admit that the lower animals are "‘souls’”?
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given to yon—every herb yielding seed which is on
the face of all the land, and every tree wherein is
the fruit of a tree yielding seed,—to you shall it be
for food; and to every living thing of the land—and
to every bird of the heavens and to every thing that
moveth on the land wherein is a living soul, every
green herb for food.”—Gen. 1:27-30, Rotherham.

13 Further speaking of the lower animals as living
souls, God’s Word says: “And when any man smiteth
the soul of any human being, he shall be surely put
to death. And he that smiteth the soul of a beast shall
make it good, soul for soul.” (Lev. 24: 17, 18, Rother-
ham, according to the margin’s more literal reading of
the Hebrew) After the Israelites fought against the
Midianites and carried off hundreds of captives, God
said to Moses: “And thou shalt separate a portion
to the Lord from them that fought and were in the
battle, one soul of five hiundred as well of persons as
of oxen and asses and sheep.” (Num. 31: 28, Douay)
Furthermore, Proverbs 12:10 says: “A righteous
man regardeth the soul of his beast, but the compas-
sions of the lawless are cruel.” (Rotherham, margin)
Referring to marine animals, Revelation 16: 3 says:
“And the second angel poured out his vial upon the
sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and
every living soul died in the sea.” (Apoec. 16:3,
Douay) Since the lower animals are souls, man’s
being in the likeness and image of God is not because
‘man has an immortal soul’, but is because man is
endowed with the Godlike qualities of wisdom, jus-
tice, love and power and was given dominion over
the lower animals. Man as a soul is no more iramortal
than the beasts.

** Tn recognition that lower animals are souls like
us humans wise Solomon wrote, at Kcclesiastes
3:18-21: “I said in my heart concerning the sons of
men, that God would prove them, and shew them to
be like beasts. Therefore the death of man, and of
beasts is one, and the condition of them both is equal :
as man dieth, so they also die: all things breathe
alike, and man hath nothing more than beast: all
things are subject to vanity. And all things go to one
place: of earth they were made, and into earth they
return together. Who knoweth if the spirit of the
children of Adam ascend upward, and if the spirit
of the beasts descend downward?” (Douay) Note
here that the inspired Solomon speaks of the “spirit
of the beasts”. However, our priestly ecrities, in
answering the question, “Do the words spirit and
soul mean the same thing?” (Q. 20), say: “The word
spirit acquired a transferred sense, becoming a sub-
stitute for the word soul. ... The soul, therefore, is
the living principle which makes the difference
between a living man and a corpse, and spirit and
soul in this sense mean the same thing. . .. The soul

15 Iz man above beasts and like God in having an immortal soul?
16, 17. In this matter, does spirit substitute for sonl? And why?
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is a spirit, and is called the hreath of God merely
because caused or created by God in its spiritual or
breath-like nature.” (Q. 31) However, our priestly
crities should know that in Latin anima is not the
same as spiritus; and in Greek pneuma is not the
came as psyche; and in Hebrew ruach is not the same
as nephesh. In the Holy Scriptures spirit is not used
to mean a human soul, for when God breathed into
man’s face the breath of life, the man of flesh and
bones did not become a living spirit. He “became a
living soul”.

' Instead of making spirit and soul the same in
meaning, God’s Word of truth distinguishes hetween
spirit and soul. The apostle Paul, in proof, says:
“The first man Adam was made into a living soul;
the last Adam into a quickening spirit.” (1 Cor.
15: 45, Douay) Paul also says: “IFor the word of God
is living and effectual, and more piercing than any
two edged sword ; and reaching unto the division of
the soul and the spirit, of the joints also and the mar-
row.” (Heb. 4:12, Douay) And when writing to the
whole church at Thessalonica Paul pronounced this
blessing: “May the God of peace himself sanetify
you in all things; that your whole spirit, and soul,
and body, may be preserved blameless in the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.,”—1 Thess. 5: 23, Douay.

¥ 1t is therefore manifest that the human soul is
not meant when God’s Word says econcerning man’s
death, at Ecclesiastes 12:7: “Then shall the dust
return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it.” The human soul was
never up in heaven with God and so could not refurn
to him; neither do wicked human souls go up to
leaven at death., In harmony with the rest of the
Holy Bible, the spirit that returns to God at man’s
death is the invisible active force or energy from
(God that animates or enlivens man and causes his
various mental and physical functions to operate.
That same spirit animates the lower animals; and
so Ecclesiastes 3:19 says: “I'or as regardeth the
destiny of the sons of men and the destiny of beasts
one fate have they, as dieth the one so dieth the
other, and one spirit have they all.”—ZRotherham.

MAN NOT CREATED FOR HEAVEN NOR IMMORTAL

* We still have on file a letter dated April 30, 1930,
written on the letterhead of Catholic University,
Washington, D.C., Caldwell Hall. In it one Rev.
A— E. B— writes: “Regarding the questions you
gent to the National Council of Catholic Men, and
which lack of time prevented Dr. Sheen’s answering,
Catholic theologians teach as follows: 1) that Adam
and Eve originally enjoyed the gift of immortality
of body, and that this privilege was lost by their

18. Therefore, according to Ecclesiastes 12:7, what returns to Goad?
19, 20. With what does the Catholic letter say God made Adam and Eve?
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gin; 2) if they had never sinned they would never
have died, in the sense in which we understand death;
3) if they had never sinned, they would have been
immediately transferred to heavenly blessedness,
without the violent separation of soul and bhody
which they after sinning experienced, and which we
now experience, in death.”

* Note that this official Catholic letter states that
God created Adam and Eve immortal in both body
and soul, and that they continued immortal in soul
although they lost “immortality of body”; and that
if they had not sinned, their immortal soul would not
have been separated from their immortal body, but
their immortal body of flesh, bones, and blood would
have been transferred to heaven for all eternity.
These teachings deserve comparison with God’s
Word of truth, and in making the comparison here
we follow the apostolic rule, at Romans 3:4: “God
must be found true, and ‘every man a liar’”—The
Westmiuster Version (Roman Catholic).

* Never could Adam and Eve have gone to heaven,
no matter how long they refrained from sinning
against God. They were both of flesh and blood, and
the apostle Paul states it as an unchangeable rule:
“Flesh and blood cannot possess the kingdom of
God : neither shall corruption possess incorruption.”
(1 Cor. 15:50, Douay) They were of the earth,
earthy, and their everlasting desliny was, not heaven,
but a paradise earth, if they remained faithful. God
did not give them a single heavenly promise. He
set before them an eternity on earth as a reward for
faithfulness, saying: “Increase and multiply, and fill
the earth, and subdue it, and rule over the fishes of
the sea, and the fowls of the air, and all living crea-
tures that move upon the earth.” (Gen. 1: 28, Douay)
If they had not sinned, the Son of God would not
have come down to earth as a man and died as a
ransom sacrifice. Furthermore, Jesus Christ the Son
of God showed the way by which his followers gain
access to heaven, saying: “Kxcept a man be born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . .. Iixcept
a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:3,5) It is
necessary to die as human creatures in faithfulness
to God in order to inherit heavenly life with the Son
of God, for he said to his followers: “Be thou faith-
ful until death: and I will give thee the crown of
life.” (Apoe. 2:10, Douay) No opportunity was
extended to Adam and Eve to be born again, of
water and of the spirit; nor was there any reason for
it for this perfect human pair.

22 There was no need for Adam and Eve to die in
order to prove their faithfulness to the limit. Death
was mentioned to them, not as a thing to test their
self-sacrificing faithfulness to God, but as a penalty

21. Why could Adam and Eve never have gone to heaven?
22, What proves God gave Adam and Eve no immortality at all?
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for unfaithfulness and disobedience. God did not
appoint man to die once until Adam had proved
unfaithful and sinned. (Heb. 9: 27, 28) Hence it was
that first of all God commanded Adam: “Of every
tree of paradise thou shalt eat: but of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For
in what day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou shalt
die the death.” (Gen. 2:16, 17, Douay) This proves
that Adam and Eve did not originally enjoy the
gift of “immortality of body”, for, if God had given
them this, he would not have given such a command
to Adam. Neither would he have given such a com-
mand if he had endowed Adam with an immortal
nature, an immortal soul. God’s command showed
that just because he created Adam it did not give
Adam the right to exist forever. In saying this, we
cling to God’s Word, and not to religious theologians.
Our Catholic critics say in answer to the question,
“YWhy should the fact of our being born give us the
right to exist forever?” (. 45): “It is not the mere
fact of being born, but of being born with such a
nature. The soul is fitted by its very nature to live
on forever, for a spiritual entity ecannot disintegrate
and die. ... God had the right to create indestruectible
souls if He wished. He did so. And our right to live
on is vested in His will to endow us with an immortal
nature.” But God’s Word does not agree with that.

* Catholics and Protestants will agree that Satan
the Devil is a “spiritual entity”. Yet, in the Apoca-
lypse the apostle John says Satan the Devil will be
cast into the “pool of fire and brimstone” at the end
of Christ’s thousand-year reign, and that this “pool
of fire” “is the second death”. (Apoc. 20:9, 14 and
21:8, Douay) Hence the spiritual entity Satan the
Devil will be destroyed and die, and will be no more.
God’s own Word says so, at Hebrews 2:14 and
Ezekiel 28:12-19. The reason for the destruetion of
this spiritual entity Satan the Devil is that he re-
belled against God in den and slandered him, to
make God appear a liar, Since man is made a little
lower than the angels and since Satan the Devil is
not immortal and indestructible, then ecertainly
lesser man could not be an immortal, indestructible
soul, It was Satan the Devil that led Eve to eat the
forbidden fruit by telling her: “No, vou shall not
die the death. For God doth know that in what day
soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be
opened: and you shall be as Gods, knowing good and
evil.”—Gen. 3:4, 5, Douay.

* Here the Devil, “that old serpent,” was persuad-
ing Eve to believe she and Adam possessed “im-
mortality of body” as well as immortality of soul and
that Jehovah God could not destroy the soul. Because
the Devil brought about the death of Adam and Eve,
Jesus said the Devil was a “murderer from the

22, 24, \What proves splritual entltles can dle, and why also man?
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beginning” and “speaketh a lie, . . . for he is a liar,
and the father thereof”. (John 8: 44, Douay) Any
sensible man, who accepts God as true, can see that
Adam and Eve never had immortality, and that God
did not ereate them “indestructible souls”, and that
God did not “endow us with an immortal nature”,
because we were born from sinner Adam. For sin-
ning willfully, God pronounced the sentence of death
upon the human soul Adam. About 930 years later
God destroyed the soul Adam.

THE HUBMAN SOUL MORTAL, DESTRUCTIBLE

* In answer to the question (687), “Is it revealed
doctrine that the soul of man is immortal?” our
priestly critics say: “Yes. . . . Both Old and New
Testaments insist upon the immortality of the soul.”
We have already shown (page 339 17 3,4) that in
the Roman Catholic “Old Testament” the words
immortal(ity) and tncorruption occur in only the
two apocryphal books, The Wisdom of Solomon and
Ecclesiasticus. The occurrences of these words in
the so-called “New Testament” we shall examine in
paragraphs to follow. Like the pagan philosophers
Pythagoras, Socrates and Plato, our priestly crities
speak of the human soul as immortal and say “the
body is naturally mortal; the soul by its very nature
immortal”. But in answer to the question (34),
“What indications’have you that the soul is im-
mortal¥”* our religious critics write six paragraphs
of a total of thirty-two lengthy lines but do not pro-
duce a single inspired scripture from God’s Word.
As for ourselves, to prove that the human soul is
mortal and destructible and that the inspired Hebrew
Seriptures and Christian Greek Scriptures do not
“insist upon the immortality of the soul”, we shall
herewith produce scriptures from God’s written
Word and thus let him be true, but inen liars.

* Since the religionists cannot produce one serip-
ture to say that the human soul is immortal, it ought
to be enough if we produce just one seripture to
prove that the human soul is subject to death and
destruction. First, we take this one necessary serip-
ture from Ezechiel 18: 4, 20, 27 (Douay). We quote:

2 “Behold all souls are mine: as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul
that sinneth, the same shall die. The soul that sinneth,
the same shall die: the son shall not bear the iniquity
of the father, and the father shall not bear the
iniquity of the son: the justice of the just shall be
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him. And when the wicked turneth himself
away from his wickedness, which he hath wrought,
and docth judgment, and justice: he shall save his
soul alive.”

*® Notice that repeated statement, “the soul that

25. Do “hoth Old apd New Testaments’ Insist upvu luwman immortabty?
20, 27. Why does one scripture suffice to prove soul death?
28. How do our critics dodge the truth of Evekiel 15-4, 20"
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sinneth, the same shall die.” Showing that the soul
is not the same as the spirit, the inspired Scriptures
nowhere say that the spirit dies, but they repeatedly
say that the soul dies. When confronted with this
plain seripture, our priestly crities say (Q. 694):
“The word soul here does not refer exclusively to
the immortal part of man’s nature.” To what part,
then, does it refer? Where do the inspired Hebrew
Scriptures from Moses to Ezekiel say anything about
an inmortal part of man’s nature? Ezekiel wrote the
words, “the soul that sinneth, the same shall die,”
before ever Pythagoras the pagan philosopher
began to write and teach and hefore the deutero-
canonical or apocryphal books were written. If
Ezekiel did not mean what he wrote, then why did
he not say: ‘The man that sinneth, his body shall
die’? However, God is true in what he says. By his
spirit he inspired Ezekiel to write the truth, and no
dodging by religious clergymen can disprove it.

® When we accept the Bible for what God says
in it, then the truth becomes simple. Adam became
a living soul when God breathed the breath of life
into his human form. Consequently when the sinner
Adam died, the human soul died. It ceased to exist.
God nowhere threatened to torture Adam’s soul in
fire and brimstone after his death. God did not thus
threaten, Adam, because God knew that the human
soul Adam was not immortal and indestructible.
Instead of eternal torment of the soul, the apostle
Paul says: “The wages of sin is death.” (Rom. 6: 23)
There is no life everlasting for the wicked: “The
Lord keepeth all them that love him; but all the
wicked he will destroy.” (Ps. 144:20, Douay) To
observe the unchanging insistence of “both Old and
New Testaments” upon the mortality and destructi-
bleness of the human soul, note the following inspired
seriptures in the Catholic Douay Version (Murphy
edition) :

» “Let my soul die the death of the just, and my
last end be like to them.” (Num. 23:10) “His soul
fainted away, and was wearied even until death. He
said: Let my soul die with the Philistines.” (Judg.
16:16,30, marginal reading) “Deliver our souls
from death.” (Josh. 2:13) “Their soul shall die in
a storm, and their life among the effeminate.” (Job
36:14) “He spared not their souls from death, and
their cattle he shut up in death.” (Ps. 77:50)% “To
deliver their souls from death; and feed them in
famine. Our soul waiteth for the Lord.” (Ps. 32: 19,
20)* “Turn, O my soul, into thy rest: for the Lord
hath been bountiful to thee. For he hath delivered
my soul from death: my eyes from tears, my feet
from falling.” (Ps. 114: 7, 8)* “He hath delivered his

*In the King James Version Psalms 78:50; 33:19, 20;
116:7, 8.

20, 30, How does our soul die? And what scriptures insist upon this?
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soul unto death, and was reputed with the wicked.”
(Isa. 53:12) “My soul is sorrowful even unto death.”
(Matt. 26: 38) “He who causeth a sinner to be con-
verted from the error of his way, shall save his soul
from death.,” (Jas. 5:20) “And the third part of
those creatures died, which had life [psyche] in the
sea.” “And the second angel poured out his vial upon
the sea, and there came blood as it were of a dead
man; and every living soul [psyche] died in the sea.”
—Apoc. 8:9 and 16: 3, Douay.

3t Jesus Christ is authority for it that Almighty
God is able to destroy the human soul and does so.
Hear Jesus as he says: “Fear ye not them that kill
the body, and are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear him that can destroy both soul and body in hell.”
(Matt. 10: 28, Douay) In the original Greek text the
word for hell here is not Hades, but is Gehenna.
Hence the word does not mean the Hades to which
Jesus’ soul went at death. (Ps. 15: 10, Douay; Acts
2:24-31) Confronted with this full saying of Jesus
Christ, our priestly critics reply: “But God cannot
only destroy the body; He can condemn the soul to
an eternal existence which is destruction indeed—the
wreckage of all one’s hopes and desires. It is simply
a living death forever.” (Q. 695) Where, please, does
God’s Word speak of a “living death forever”? To
the contrary of everlasting living for the souls that
are destroyed in Gehenna, the truthful apostle Paul
says: “The wages of sin is death. But the grace of
God, life everlasting, in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Rom. 6: 23, Douay) The souls destroyed in Gehenna
do not enjoy that “grace of God, life everlasting”.
They are dead as sinners, out of existence.

2]t is a dodging of the facts to say that death
means everlasting life in misery and torment. The
Secriptures nowhere teach that the difference between
death and everlasting life is happiness, and that
death means life without happiness. God's Word of
truth does not present such a contradiction of terms.
Jesus said: “Be not afraid of them who kill the
body, and after that have no more that they can do.
But I will shew you whon you shall fear: fear ye
him, who after he hath killed, hath power to cast
into hell [Gehenna, Greek]).” (Luke 12:4, 5, Douay)
After men have killed our bodies and so put us to
death, they cannot prevent our resurrection from
the dead, from Hades, at Christ’s second coming.
But when God destroys the human soul by casting it
into Gehenna (pictured by the “pool of fire and brim-
stone”), it means there will be no future life for such
soul. There will be no resurrection from the dead
for it. It is blotted out of existence. No destroyed
souls are resurrected from Gehenna, for it means
“second death”.—Rev. 20:14,15; 21:8.

8 Hear God’s own word that he can destroy and

31. How do our critics explaln Matthew 10:28, but unscriptuially?
32, 33. How does God destroy soul? What other texts prove {t?
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does destroy souls: “Every soul that is not afflicted
on this day, shall perish from among his people:
and every soul that shall do any work, the same will
I destroy from among his people.” (Lev. 23: 29, 30,
Douay) “A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren: ... And it shall be,
that every soul which will not hear that prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people.” (Acts
3:22, 23, Douay; Deut. 18:18,19) Other scriptures
which speak of the destroving of souls are Joshuna
10: 35, 37; Proverbs 6: 32; Psalm 40: 14 ; and Ezekiel
13:19; 22:27.

ILLUSTRATION

* The Bible speaks of dead souls, at Leviticus
19:28; 21:11, and Numbers 5:2; 6:6,11; 9: 6,7, 10,
in the original Hebrew text. And at Aggeus 2:14
(Douay) it is written: “If one that is unclean by
occasion of a soul touch any of all these things, shall
it be defiled ¥’ The Roman Catholie footnote on this
verse reads: “Dy occasion of a soul. That is, by
having touched the dead.”—Murphy edition.

% At Psalm 104: 29, 30 we are told how a soul dies
and is brought to life again: “When thou hidest thy
face, they are worried ; when thou takest away their
breath they die, and turn again into dust. When thou
sendest forth thy breath, they are created; and thou
renewest the face of the earth.” (4dn Amer. Trans.;
also Moffatt; Ps. 103:29,30, Douay) At Psalm
145:2-4 (Douay) we also read: “Put not your trust
in princes: in the children of men, in whom there is
no salvation. His spirit shall go forth, and he shall
return into his earth: in that day all their thoughts
shall perish.” Further, as to the unconsciousness of
dead souls we read: “For the living know that they
shall die, but the dead know nothing more, neither
have they a reward any more: for the memory of
them is forgotten. Whatsoever thy hand is able to
do, do it earnestly: for neither work, nor reason, nor
wisdom, nor knowledge shall be in hell, whither thou
art hastening.”—Icecl. 9: 5, 10, Douay; also Ps.6:5,6.

* However, the pagan doctrine of immortality of
the soul presupposes consciousness after death. In
that case, the soul should be conscious when the body
is under chloroform or when it is knocked senseless
in an accident. To this argument our priestly crities
say (Q. 43) : “The soul whilst in a state of union with
the body operates by using the faculties of the body.
If the sense instruments are incapacitated, the soul
can no longer operate adequately whilst united to
the body. But once released from the body, its intelli-
gence and will and power to love at once assert
themselves. Hydrogen and oxygen unite to form a
drop of water. They can operate as water only whilst
united. Hydrogen is there, but it cannot operate as

4, 33. Are there dead souls, and what ig their state?
36, 37. How does the illustration on soul survival prove false?
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hydrogen until released from the union. Soul and
body make one human being. And both elements
must be fit to co-operate in the activities of a bodily
human being. The soul cannot operate separately as
a distinet unit whilst still united. But once released,
it can operate independently &very bit as much as
hydrogen when released from its essential union with
oxygen to form water.”

" The priests do not produce a single Bible text
for this religious argument, but the force of it is
this: Seat a man at a piano, and he can play piano;
take the piano away from the man, and he can and
does still play piano and produces better piano musie
than before, when he had the piano. Silly! you say;
and just as silly is the attempt to illustrate by the
use of water. Hydrogen and oxygen indeed unite
chemically to produce water. But if we separate the
hydrogen from the oxygen, the hydrogen cannot
operate as water and by itself it does not have the
properties of water. You cannot drink gaseous hydro-
gen; you cannot wash with hydrogen or swim in it;
you cannot extinguish a fire with hydrogen. If you
apply hydrogen {o a flame, you produce an explosion.
In the explosion the hydrogen unites with oxygen
and produces water. When liydrogen is separated
from the oxygen, the water ceases to be and the
hydrogen and oxygen do not retain the properties
of water,

* Rather than show that the soul survives after
death, this illustration well pictures soul death. The
combining of the human body with the breath of life
by God’s power produces the human soul. Man thus
becomes a living soul. But if the spirit or breath of
life is separated from the human body, the living
soul ceases to be. The soul ceases to live; it dies,
just as God’s Word everywhere says. The breath of
life does not retain the properties of the living
human soul. Neither does the dead human body, for
it cannot see, hear, feel, taste, smell, think, love, hate,
or work. It is nonsensical, hence unseriptural, to say
that a soul inside man’s body operates by man’s
organs and sense faculties while in his body, but,
when it is separated from those organs and faculties
at death, such independent soul can stid carry on
those same operations.

HOW BROUGHT TO LIGHT

% We have by no means exhausted all the Bible
proof, but enough has been produced in the above
paragraphs to prove that Pythagoras, Socrates and
Plato did not bring life and immortality to the light
of men, for their teachings about immortality of the
human soul are false. Satan the Devil did not bring
light upon the subject when he lyingly said to Eve

38. How does the illustration rather picture soul death?
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in Eden: “No, you shall not die the death.” (Gen.
3:4, Douay) What the apostle Paul states at 2 Tim-
othy 1:10 remains standing as the unshakable truth,
namely: “Our Saviour Christ Jesus, who indeed hath
abolished death, and hath thrown light upon life and
incorruptibility threugh means of the glad-message.”
(Rotherham) Not before Christ Jesus died as a
human sacrifice, and was resurrected, and ascended
to God’s presence to present the value of his sacrifice
for us, was there any basis for eternal life for any
of Adam’s offspring. By accepting the benefits of
his sacrifice “men of good will” may gain eternal life
on this earth perfected under God’s kingdom; and
even the human dead will be resurrected to this
gracious opportunity. The prophet Moses brought in
a “ministration of death”, for by the Ten Command-
ments and all the rest of the law of God Moses
carried on a “ministration of condemnation” so that
all mankind, Jew and Gentile, stood condemned
hefore Jehovah God.—2 Cor. 3:7-9, Douay.

* On the other hand, Christ Jesus as Mediator of
a new covenant performed a “ministration of jus-
tice”, a ministry by which righteousness is gained
through faith in his sacrifice, and thus freedom from
divine condemnation. Hence his is a ministry of ever-
lasting life for mankind in general, to be gained
under his kingdom for blessing all the families of the
earth. Moreover, Christ Jesus made it possible for
his faithful body of footstep followers to enter
heaven and there be rewarded with immortality,
incorruptibility, indestructibility. No creature from
earth ever entered or could enter heaven before the
resurrected Christ Jesus. As the forerunner of his
body of 144,000 faithful followers he was first to
enter heaven: “where the forerunner Jesusis entered
for us, made a high priest for ever according to the
order of Melchisedech.” (Heb. 6:20, Douay) At his
resurrection from the dead Christ Jesus was the first
of God’s creatures to be clothed upon with im-
mortality, deathlessness, so that now he is an im-
mortal spirit person. The resurrected Jesus himself
stated this for us to the apostle John, when he said:
“I was dead, and behold, T am living forevermore;
and I have the keys of death and of hell [hades].”
(Apoc. 1:18, Cath. Confrat.) “Because Christ also
died once for sins, the Just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God. Put to death indeed in the
flesh, he was brought to life in the spirit.”—1 Pet.
3:18, Cath. Confrat.

“WHO ALONE HAS IMMORTALITY”

“*The apostle Paul blesses Jehovah God the
Iather with the words: “Now unto the King of the
ages, incorruptible [aph’thartos], invisible, alone
God be honour and glory unto the ages of ages.”
(1 Tim. 1: 17, Rotherham; also Young) Because this

41, To Timothy how does Paul describe God and then Jesus Christ?
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incorruptible God the Father bestowed the prize of
immortality in heaven first upon his only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, the apostle in the same epistle
to Timothy says the following about the Son of God:
“Keep the commandment without stain, blameless
until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. This com-
ing he in his own time will make manifest, who is the
Blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords; who alone has immortality [atha-
nasta] and dwells in light inaccessible, whom 1o man
has seen or can see, to whom be honor and ever-
lasting dominion. Amen.”—1 Tim. 6:14-16, Cath.
Confrat.

“ The resurrected Christ Jesus is the “image of
the invisible God”. (Col. 1:15) As such, Christ Jesus
dwells in light that is unapproachable for human
creatures, and no man has seen him in such heavenly
glory, nor can any man see him thus. Saul of Tarsus
on the road to Damascus saw only the reflected glory
of Christ by means of a miracle, as if Saul had been
born from the dead in the first resurrection. (Acts
9:1-7;1 Cor. 15: 8) On the isle of Patmos the apostle
John saw only a symbolical representation of the
glorified Christ in an apocalyptic vision. Hence John
later wrote to fellow Christians: “It doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as, he is.” (Rev. 1:10-18; 1 John 3:2) John also
speaks of the glorified Jesus as “King of kings, and
Lord of lords”. (Rev. 19:16 and 17:14) Paul says
that Christ Jesus in his own time makes manifest
his second coming, to reign as King of kings; and it
is at that time that Jehovah God confers upon him
honor and everlasting dominion. (Dan. 7:13,14) As
a Potentate or Mighty One he exercises Kingdom
power, acting as the chief representative of the great
universal Sovereign, Jehovah.

¢ In the first century, when the apostle Panl wrote
Timothy, none of Christ's footstep followers that
had fallen asleep in death had yet been resurrected
to life in the spirit in heaven. Correctly, then, Paul
wrote of our Liord Jesus Christ as being at that time
the One “who alone has immortality”. In now having
the prize of immortality Jesus Christ was especially
like his heavenly Father, who is “the incorruptible
Laph'thartos], invisible, only wise God”. (1 Tim.
1:17, Young) His “immortality” cannot be explained
away to mean just “everlasting happiness” or a
“happy immortality”, as opposed to a miserable
immortality. Our priestly critics argue so (Q. 697);
but that would mean that the faithful holy angels
of heaven were not then also enjoying everlasting
happiness. According to the Scriptures of truth,
however, Christ’s immortality means his deathless-
ness, unable to be “hurt by second death” and unable

42. Why has no man seen the

I lorified Jesus Christ?
43. Why -“did Paul say Jesus

hrist ‘‘alone has Immortality’?
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to be destroyed by any other creature. (Apoc.2:8,11,
Cath. Confrat.) From his resurrection onward he is
immortal.

OTHER SOULS THAT GAIN IMMORTALITY

“ Qur Lord Jesus Christ does not remain alone
in possessing the prize of immortality from his
heavenly Father. That prize is also held before his
body of 144,000 faithful followers, his “bride”. For
this reason it is written to them, at Romans 2:5-7:
“The righteous judgment of God, who will render
unto each one according to his works:—unto them
on the one hand who by way of endurance in good
work are seeking glory, honour and incorruption
{aph’tharsial, life age-abiding.” (Rotherham) The
fact that these are spoken of here as seeking glory,
honor and incorruptibility proves that not even
faithful Christians possess immortality on earth. If
they did, they could not die, “faithful unto death.”
Certainly what a person possesses and has, he does
not seek to gain. But now the true Christians have
been begotten again by God’s incorruptible Word
and they have an “incorruptible inheritance” in
heaven set before them and yet to be gained.—1 Pet.
1:4, 23, Cath. Confrat.

s After proving their faithfulness to death on
earth these genuine followers of Christ enter into
immortality and incorruptibility with him in heaven
only at his second coming, when Jehovalh God sets
up the Kingdom with him on the throne. At that
time the King Christ Jesus raises his faithful fol-
lowers from the dead. Thus it is only by a resurree-
tion from death to life as spirit ereatures in heaven
that these faithful ones enter into immortality and

44, What do Christ’s followers on earth eseek, and why so0?
45, When do the<e attain immorrality, and how?
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are clothed upon with incorruptibility. To these who
participate in Christ’s resurrection Paul writes: “So
also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown
in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weak-
ness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural
[psychical] body, and there is a spiritual body.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption. Behold, I shew you a mystery;
‘We shall not all sleep [in death], but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. So
when this eorruptible shall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory.”—1 Cor. 15: 42-44,
50-54.

*In conclusion, then, we note that there is no
immortality for the Christians in this mortal human
body of flesh and blood, but it is only as a spiritual
body that they win the prize with Christ of immor-
tality in heaven. True, the prize of immortality,
incorruptibility, ihdestructibility, is not set before
redeemed mankind outside of Christ’s “bride”, but
faithful men and women on earth will gain everlast-
ing life on the paradise earth under God’s kingdom.
Almighty God will keep these obedient, faithful
earthlings alive everlastingly by his life-sustaining
provisions through the kingdom of his beloved Son,
Jesus Christ our Savior.

46. If not immortality, what do faithful bhumans gain, and how®

OTHER NORTH AMERICAN DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES

N ORDER to go northward to Alaska from Vancouver,

B.C,, it was first necessary for the Watch Tower pres-

ident, N. H. Knorr, and his colaborer, I.. A. Swingle,
to go south to Seattle. Due to the uncertainty of train
travel, brought about by the June flood of the Frazier
river, it seemed advisable for them to fly from Vancouver
to Seattle, Wash,, where a Pan American plane was
boarded for the flight to Juneau, Alaska. The course that
was followed traveling north was the inland water route
along the rugged western coastline of the North American
continent. Here travelers will see some of the finest scenery
in the world. The sky was exceptionally clear except for a
few cloudy spots that we ran through. The pilot chose an
altitude of between 3,000 and 6,000 feet, and this gave the
travelers a good opportunity of observing the dense growth
of evergreens, the islands, and the ever-changing interest-
ing seenery. Far to the east were the jagged, white peaks
of the British Columbia Rockies which rose abruptly out
of a blanket of snow. The inlets from the sea, if seemed,

tried to reach back to the very base of these snowy heights.
‘When looking directly below us into the channel we could
see the V-shaped wakes of the salmon trawlers, and as we
continued north we saw the icebergs that were breaking off
of the glaciers where the sea inlets and mountains met.

Our first landing was at Annette island. The travelers
could taxi by seaplane from this island to Ketchikan. In
about twenty minutes our Pan American Clipper was off
again for Juneau, the capital of the Alaskan territory.
Before landing at the airport at Juneau the passengers
were given a very rare treat. Our pilot flew low over the
famous Mendenhall glacier, a thing that can be accom-
plished by an aviator only about two or three times a year,
50 we were told. Usually the air currents over the glacier
are too treacherous, but on certain clear days the air seems
to be quiet and smooth. It was on such a day that we were
eoming into Juneau, and our pilot flew so low that we could
see down into the thousands of gaping crevasses that sliced
the top of this beautiful glacier. This is probably one of
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the many glaciers that were formed back there in the days
of the Noachian flood when great changes took place in
the surface of the earth. Just a few minutes after this awe-
inspiring scene, we landed at the airport at Juneau, and
there to welcome us were some graduates from the Watch-
tower Bible School of Gilead. We were certainly happy to
see them. Our fellow workers in Alaska have done good
service in that eold country for a number of years, and
this was a happy occasion to see them again.

We traveled by taxi for twelve miles in to the city, where
we met more of our fellow workers from Gilead, and there
were many things that we had to talk about. Alaska has its
problems, for it is twice the size of Texas and has a popula-
tion of only 60,000 to 70,000 people. The Society felt, how-
ever, that even these should learn and know of the truth
if they could be reached. There are some railroads that can
be used for travel, fishing boats that comb the coast, and
airplanes. These are the principal means of transportation
to the little villages that are scattered many miles apart.

Many years ago a pioneer Kingdom publisher from the
United States traveled throughout Alaska and placed a lot
of literature. The persons who obtained the literature have
since been reached again by Gilead graduates and they have
been stimulated to take up a more careful study of the
Lord’s Word. Brethren came from Anchorage, Ketehikan,
Wrangell, Skagway, Seward and other places to Juneau
and brought with them very interesting experiences which
they related at the assembly. They indeed have their prob-
lems because everyone up there in that northern country is
interested in money and getting rich, whether by fishing,
lumbering or mining, and the brethren must be very patient
with these people and try to have studies with them at their
convenience. But the seed sown years ago and that which
is being sown now are bearing fruit. One of the graduates
from Gilead school, in working an old Indian village,
talked to an elderly man about the Bible. This man knew
the difference between religion and the truth. He soon
recognized that the Gilead graduate was preaching what
he had read and heard many years before from this early
pioneer, and now, because the message rang true and lined
up with the Lord’s Word, he was glad to accept the minister
of the gospel and learn more.

One of those who recently became interested in the truth
was an old “sourdough” from Anchorage. Now in Alaska
a sourdough is looked upon as a very respectable person.
He is one of the old-timers, one of those who went up to
Alaska 30 or 40 years ago in the gold rush and opened up
the country. These got their name because of earrying a
little sour dough from one day to the next with which to
make their pancake batter. If they ran out of sour dough,
they borrowed some from another “sourdough”. This “sour-
dough”- from- Anchorage heard we were to have an assembly
of Jehovah’s witnesses at Juneau, and he wanted to attend.
It did not matter to him that he was nigh to eighty years
and was so crippled up that it was hard for him to get
around. He insisted on going; so he came to the Juneau
assembly and was immersed on June 13.

Immersion took place that Sunday morning in one of
the most unique pools that has ever been used for such a
service. Years ago when the Mendenhall glacier was on the
move it earved out holes in the terrain over which it flowed.
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Now that the glacier is receding, these depressions are made
bare. It was in one of these little pools of fresh, clear snow
water made warm by the sun, which was located less than
half a mile from the face of the glacier, that the baptismal
service was held. A few days before the immersion the sun’s
rays were very warm on this water pool, and they made
this snow water just the right temperature for a baptismal
service. So it was out there under a radiant sun, with the
deep blue sky above and green-covered hills on either side,
with the huge blue-white glacier as a backdrop, that our
Alaskan brethren had arranged for their first baptismal
service. There were six consecrated brethren who symbolized
their consecration to serve God in that country.

It was not expected that there would be a large crowd
at this, three-day assembly, because not very many were
interested, but the brethren who were there needed the
spiritual food and the advice and counsel that the Lord
always brings forth at an assembly of His people. This
distriet assembly in Alaska followed the same outline of
program as those being held in other parts of the world.
Saturday evening, June 12, we had 48. These were breth-
ren who are devoted to the Lord along with some of their
good-will persons. On Sunday, at the public meeting, which
was held at the Masonic Temple, there were 68 present.
Among the erowd were some native Alaskans who belonged
to the local tribe of Tlingit Indians. Some of the prominent
Masons stayed in town purposely to hear the lecture. We
also had present at our assembly a sister from Los Angeles
who had flown there, and two sisters from Ohio. They
chose Alaska as their district assembly after it was an-
nounced at the Los Angeles assembly the previous summer.

The district assembly in Juneau, Alaska, was certainly
an enjoyable one because we were one big family of about
40 persons. We ate together; we went out in the field serv-
ice together, and we had our meetings together. We knew
everyone and we got acquainted in the short time that we
were there. It was small enough that one could talk to
everyone present at the assembly. When it came time to
leave practically the whole convention moved out to the
airport by a bus that we rented, and there all of us saw
some of our brethren get away to Anchorage. Then a little
later Brothers Knorr and Swingle started off for the south,
maling their way to Winnipeg, Canada. All of the brethren
in Alaska expressed their hope that Brother Knorr would
return again, and soon. Little did they know, though, that
we would touch foot on Alaskan soil before they expected.
Five minutes after we had taken off and had flown past
the city of Juneau, the number 4 engine on the big ship
stalled. Thus we were forced to return to the airport and
make repairs. It was a matter of two hours to get the plane
ready for the air again, and then we were off, the next
stop being Annette island, and then on to Seattle, where
we arrived safely.

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA

In Seattle a number of the brethren were out to meet us.
There was work next day at the Society’s depot, and then
we flew on to Vanecouver, where we were joined by the
Society’s Branch servant of Canada. Arrangements had
been made to fly the next day from Vaneouver to Winnipeg,
Manitoba. When it was learned that Brother Knorr was in
Vancouver overnight, it did not take the brethren long to
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draft him to talk at one of the serviee meetings that eve-
ning. Grapevine communications went into operation about
two hours before the meeting was held, and there were
425 present at the Kingdom Hall. They were all very glad
to hear a report on Alaska. The flight the next day from
Vancouver to Winnipeg was uneventful. We were traveling
in a 40-passenger, North Star Sky Liner, powered by Rolls
Royce engines, and we flew at an altitude of about 17,000
teet. The clouds covered the Canadian Rockies and all the
land below. The monotony of the trip was broken only by
landing at Calgary, Alberta, for refueling. When we arrived
at Winnipeg, a huge crowd of brethren were on hand to
welcome us. There we saw a number of automobiles with
beautiful overhead signs advertising the public lecture for
June 20 at the Amphitheatre.

So as to save time, the meeting of the servants to the
brethren and their wives was called for Thursday previous
to the assembly, because Brother Knorr was anxious to get
back to Brooklyn as quickly after the assembly as possible
to do a little work at home before going on to Ottawa. The
convention opened on Friday, June 18, and it was good to
see the Canadian brethren feeding well upon the food
provided for them at this assembly. Again it was observed
that there was no difference made in ages. The Lord’s
people did not have an old men’s class and a children’s
group, feeding them different food because of their ages;
but they were all served the same things spiritually. They
all enjoyed the same blessings in service, advertising the
King and the Kingdom.

There were 3,508 brethren who came to the assembly.
Some of these came from the far west because they could
not get to Vancouver. Sunday morning 118 symbolized their
consecration to God, and at the public meeting the audi-
torium was packed out with 5,524 in attendance. During
these three days in Winnipeg the brethren were heard
expressing their joy and happiness at the things that they
had been learning at the assembly. All agreed that it was
the finest and most helpful assembly they had ever attended.
They were refreshed and contented and were happy now
to return to their local companies, there to aid the brethren
in whatever capacity they could.

The travelers left Winnipeg early the next miorning,
Monday, for a trip to Toronto and on to New York. On
arriving at Toronto the Branch servant, Brother Knorr
and those traveling with him found the Bethel family out
to meet them. It was a pleasure to talk with them for just
a few minutes before taking off to New York.

OTTAWA DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

The third distriet assembly to be held in Canada was set
for June 25-27; the place, Ottawa. This city is situated on
the bluffs overlooking the majestic Ottawa river and is
Canada’s beautiful ecapital ecity. It has a population of
225,000 people. Just across the river is that province known
as Quebec. Pioneers had come into the city early to do pre-
convention work as was done at all other large assemblies.
They worked well in advertising the meeting and getting
things ready for the grand assembly. The entire Bethel
family from Toronto attended, and several of the directors
of the Society, H. C. Covington, M. G. Henschel and
G. Suiter, were also present. Brother Knorr arrived by
plane the day the convention opened. The Coliseum was
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used. This is loecated in Lansdowne Park and was just fine
for the gathering of the Lord’s people. By Saturday eve-
ning 4,200 of the brethren were in attendance, and at the
public meeting Sunday afternoon therc were 5,380, who
paid rapt attention to the president’s public address. That
morning 150 brethren symbolized their consecration, and
a number of these were from Quebec.

Canada, as everyone knows, has had its share of perse-
cution. During the war it was not uncommon to find the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police gathering in some of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses or breaking up some of their meetings just
because they were being good Christians and carrying on
true worship. But now that persecution has ceased, except
in Quebec, and Jehovah’s witnesses are again a free people
in Canada and have the right to ecarry on their worship.
It certainly was interesting to see the 75-automobile parade,
each automobile having a large advertising sign on it,
going through the streets of Ottawa and being led by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police on their motoreyeles. What
a change in just five years!

An even greater change has taken place in Quebee. Many
of our brethren from this provinece had come over to the
Ottawa assembly, and they certainly were encouraged to
hear that the work is moving along rapidly in that Catholie-
run province. In September, 1946, there were only 20
companies in Quebec, with 334 company publishers and
64 pioneers, trying to carry on the preaching of the gospel.
Since then much has happened. The leaflets pointing out
the burning hate of Quebec clergy against Jehovah’s wit-
nesses were distributed; other pamphlets were put out;
thousands of arrests were made; in fact, it has been a real
battle for frecdom of speech. Within just a short space of
time, up to May, 1948, the companies had increased to 27,
the company publishers to 513 (or a 51-percent increase
since September, 1946), and 110 pioneers were now in
the Quebec provinece, many of these graduates from Gilead.
There are not many countries in the world that could show
a record of an increase of 51 percent in publishers in a
little more than a year and a half. The brethren who have
stood fast and stayed in their assigninent in Quebec have
been richly blessed of the Lord. The fight for freedom of
speech in the Quebec province is not yet over. It was at
this district assembly that a petition was presented for the
brethren to circulate throughout all of Canada, beginning
September. This petition is addressed to the IIouse of
Commons of Canada. Its objeet is the protection of minority
rights against deprivation of inherent freedoms, which
protection would, in the end, result in good for the majority,
The petitioners, which have sinece run into hundreds of
thousands of Canadian citizens, humbly pray “That you
[Parliament] do address the House of Commons of His
Majesty’s Commonwealth Government at London, England,
to amend the British North America Act, incorporating into
that statute constitutional guarantees of freedom of specch,
press and worship and due process of law, so as to make
these rights enforceable by the courts against legislative
and executive abridgment”.

The report of the president to the distriet assembly on
the great increase in work accomplished in Quebee and the
announcement of the petition that would be eirculated
throughout Canada brought the conventioners to their
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highest point of enthusiasm during the assembly. They were
stimulated to greater action, and the brethren in all parts
of Canada were anxious to come to the aid of their fellow
workers in Quebee so that they, too, may have freedom if
this ean be accomplished through the legal manner proposed
in the petition.

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

The fourth and final distriet assembly for 1948 in Canada
was arranged for in Halifax. The president along with some
of the brethren from Brookiyn headquarters and the Toron-
to office traveled by car from Ottawa on to Halifax, a city
of approximately 100,000 persons. This district assembly
served the Maritime Provinces. The work in this vast terri-
tory is surging forward, and arrangements were made
during this trip and visit in Halifax to continue the expan-
sion work in this territory. Saturday evening there were
667 persons in attendance, and the audience reached its
peak on Sunday afternoon at the public meeting, when
1,106 were present. Sunday morning 34 were baptized.
Having snch a large assembly of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Halifax was certainly an eyc-opener to the citizens of that
territory. They had no idea that so many of Jehovah’s
witnesses were in the country. During the three days,
July 2-4, a splendid witness was given throughout the
district. The faith of many newly interested persons was
firmly established in the way of the truth.

Summarizing the four Canadian distriet assemblies, we
find that there were 11,166 in attendance at the largest
meeting of the brethren on Saturday evening, and the total
at the public lecture was 17,917. Those immersed totaled
105. This indeed was a splendid witness for Canada.

DES MOINES, CHICAGO AND PROVIDENCE

Our previous issue made report on the assemblies in
Atlanta, ITouston and San Franciseco. The last three of
the 1948 district assemblies for the United States were
arranged for September. Des Moines took the first position,
September 3-5. The Coliseum was engaged for the oceasion.
It is an old building, but served the district assembly
purposes well. The brethren in Des Moines arranged a
beautiful platform, giving it a farm and field setting; and
part of the background of the stage was a large cornucopia,
the horn of plenty, out of which were flowing The Watch-
tower, Awake! magazine, books, Bibles, songbooks, and all
the literature of the Society in great quantity. It was a
splendid setting for this harvest season—not only a harvest
of the crops and the material things of the year, but a
harvest of the spiritual things provided by the Lord at the
close of the Society’s service year. The brethren from this
part of the country, District No. 5, came with one purpose
in mind, and that was to get out of the assembly everything
they could. It was really interesting to see the large attend-
ance every morning for field service. Practically half of
the conventioners were there for the morning text and
comment, the experiences that were related, and the demon-
strations given. On Saturday evening the attendance had
grown to 6,221, and these had done excellent advertising
throughout the ecity. The newspapers were friendly; radio
stations announced the public meeting daily, and one of
the important stations in Des Mloines asked two of the
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directors of the Society, Brothers G. Suiter and T. J.
Sullivan, to take part in a 15-minute interview.

For the Sunday afternoon public meeting, the hall was
much too small, but adjoining the auditorium was a park
whieh could be used for overflow, and, in addition, we could
use the cafeteria tents that were set up across the street.
Everything was connected by loud-speaker. A splendid
crowd assembled for the public meeting: 7,633 were present.
That morning 151 symbolized their consecration to serve
God continually. The program was the same, in the main,
as at all the other distriet assemblies in North America
and was followed by a meeting of the circuit servants,

From Des Moines the representatives of the Society
traveled to Chicago, Illinois. The day before the assembly
at Chicago a circuit servant’s meeting was held for Distriet
No. 3. A large amphitheater in Chicago was engaged for
the assembly itself, and the brethren did a splendid work
in organizing the activities for the convention in this
amphitheater. There was ample room. We expected to fili
the main auditorium throughout the assembly, and this was
easily done, and the erowd was able to overflow into the
spacious wings on both sides of the auditorium. There were
12,662 brethren in attendance at the Saturday evening
meeting. On Sunday morning 294 were baptized. The big
surprise came at the public meeting. We never expected
to have 17,859 coming out to hear the lecture, “The King-
dom Hope of All Mankind.” This meant that there were
over 5,000 of the public and people of good-will who heard
this enlightening message, and the brethren in Chicago
and vicinity will have a lot of work to do in following
up the new interest. From Chicago the brethren from the
Society traveled eastward, stopping off for a few days at
the Brooklyn Bethel home to take care of some work, and
then the entire Bethel family moved on to Providence,
Rhode Island.

We had had difficulty in arranging for this assembly, It
was hard to find a place at this time of the year and one
sufficiently large to take care of Distriet No. 1. It was
necessary, therefore, to get the Arena in Providence as
well as the Armory a block and a half away. The brethren
in Providence before the convention made every arrange-
ment possible to have these two places in suitable condition
for an assembly. They really had their problems as to
housing, because Providence is not a big city for the kind
of convention that was going to move in. By Saturday
night there were 10,907 of Jehovah’s witnesses assembled
in the Arena and the Armory. Thousands of brethren were
staying in the homes of the people of Providence, many
others at hotels, and a great number were kept in barraeks
belonging to the National Guard. It was impossible to find
sufficient accommodations in the homes of persons in Provi-
dence to care for our colored brethren, and therefore we
finally arranged with the Armory to give us barracks that
we could use. Special bus service had to be arranged
between the barracks and the Arena. But it was a joy to
see all of these uncomplaining brethren associated together
at Providence, enjoying the good food that the Lord is
providing through His organization. They especially
enjoyed the president’s Saturday night speech on Psalm 71,
forctelling the wonderful work of the Christian organiza-
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tion in its old age toward the rising, new generation of
good-will, and from whiel Psalm he announced the coming
1949 yeartext, “I will . . . yet praise thee more and more.”
(Ps. 71:14) His farewell speech on how the patience of
God toward us and the nations since 1918 means salvation
for us and multitudes of others was also powerful in effect,
and was a good send-off to the work yet to be done.

On Sunday morning early 312 brethren presented them-
selves in the Arena to hear the talk on baptism and later
were immersed in water. In the afternoon the Arena was
filled; the Armory was packed out; people were standing
outside in the street listening to the lecture, and two tents
that had been erected immediately in front of the Arena
were also filled. It was a sight to behold. 14,423 had
gathered together to hear this lecture. It was the biggest
thing, as far as conventions were concerned, that Providence
liad had in its history. When it came time for the brethren
to go home, it was reported that the bus terminal announced
that the traffic moving out of Providenee Sunday night
was like the Fourth of July, Christmas, New Year, and
Labor Day all rolled up into one day.
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From all of these assemblies no one went home dis-
appointed. They had heard about the first assembly at
Atlanta and what blessings were poured out upon the Lord’s
people, and often anticipation is greater than realization,
but in this case the half was pever told. All of the brethren
came to the assemblies antiecipating much, and they received
all they anticipated and much more. Many were the ex-
pressions that “this is really the best assembly we have
ever attended”. It was not because it was the most recent
and the most fresh in their minds, but because it really
was a most practical, most helpful assembly and brought
them so mueh spiritual food upon which to feed. There
being six district assemblies throughout the United States
afforded many of the brethren the apportunity of getting
to one of the assemblies. The figures show that at the Satur-
day night meeting, which was the largest meeting of the
brethren held at each assembly, there were a total of 49,819
brethren in attendance. At the six public meetings in the
United States there were 66,330 present.

Report on like district assemblies in other lands through-
out the earth will appear in our next succeeding issue.

FIELD EXPERIENCES

ALERT ADVERTISING OF GOD’S MESSAGE

“Going out in the service prior to the public lecture one
Sunday in 1947, I offered a leaflet advertising the lecture
to a young man on my stand opposite a big United Churech.
Ie smiled and accepted it, saying, ‘Thank you, but I am
going to my own church,” indicating the United Church.
As our Watchtower study was on the true church that
night, I decided to use the lesson; so I said: ‘Do you know
your Bible sufficiently well to know what God says about
Ilis true church? He looked surprised; so I told him that
it was not made of stone and wood, but was made up of
people, living stones. He looked puzzled and said, ‘But
they are all going the same way, surely.’ I told him that
Jehovah God certainly did not say so. He then said, ‘I
think I will go to your lecture.’ We went in together. Dur-
ing the lecture, “The Truth About Jehovah’s witnesses,’ I
found for him the various seriptures quoted so he could
read them. At the close he said, ‘My! this is great; I've
got a lot to learn. I invited him to stay for the Watchtower
study, got his name, and introduced him around in the
interval; he stayed.

“That was in July. Since then he has been back to the
United Church once to compare, He is now a regular
publisher of Jehovah’s kingdom.”

THOSE OF GOOD-WILL ARE ATTRACTED BY GOD'S MESSAGE

That the oral expression of God’s message by his wit-
nesses reaches even those not directly addressed is shown
by the following experience of one of Jehovah’s witnesses
in a city in Greece.

“T was working together with another brother in a terri-
tory previously covered. We found quite a number of good-
will people, gave the witness and distributed many publica-
tions. At one door where we knocked, an aged woman
opened the door and said: ‘I am not interested in those

books. Go away.’ At that very moment a visitor came out
of the house and said: ‘Will you please give me some of
those books of Jehovah’s witnesses? I also wish to discuss
them with you.” We gave him a Waichtower and a set of
booklets. and asked where he lived and when it would be
possible for us to meet him at home. He gave us his address
and told us that he would be at home half an hour later.

“We managed to spare the time and call on him half an
hour afterwards. We had an interesting and instructive
discussion, and answered many questions; we also arranged
for a home study. He became very much satisfied and began
to understand the message of truth; he asked to attend
Watchtower study meetings, and his joy is indescribable.
He is a man of large conception, and has much love for
the Lord and the truth. During the Memorial campaign
we went out together to the field work from house to house,
and he became enthusiastic. During the present month he
was one of the Kingdom publishers of our company, with
16 hours of service.

“The above experience shows that the Lord’s ‘sheep’ hear
the voice of the Good Shepherd and come to his flock.”

ALERT PREACHER

A minister of God, one of Jehovah’s witnesses, by being
alert and making use of every opportunity to preach on
the way to conduct some Bible studies with persons of
good-will, made arrangements to help still more to learn
of God and his purposes. That minister reports:

“Last week on my way to two studies in Beverly Hills,
Calif., I placed a ‘Let God Be True’ book and a booklet
with the taxicab driver, who had at first told me he didn’t
believe in the Bible. As I got out of the taxi, he asked:
“You say you have a study here. I wonder if you would
come to my house and have a study with my wife and me.
My wife has always wanted to understand the Bible.” Right
there we made the arrangements for a study in his home.”





