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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." - ls11ialz 5 4:z3. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and is the Jllaker of heaven and earth and Gi'l"er of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of .A.dam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf· 
fcred death In order to produce the ransom or redemptive price :tor 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and cJothed him with all 
vower and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it 
is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jeboval!'s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
next great act is to destroy Satan's organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will sut·viving Armageddon will carry out the 
di\'ine mandate to "fill the earth" with ri;:;l!teous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graYes will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth. 

"NEIGHBOR LOVE" TESTI"10NY PERIOD 

The June testimony period under the above title touches each 
professed worshiper of God on the question of whether he loves 
his neighbor as himself in respect to eternal life. Dunng June, 
therefore, each one who possibly can will, like the Good Samaritan, 
get out into the field to bring his neighbors God's prorided means 
for them to gain eternal life. The special offer to aid them in 
studying the Bible will be two WATCH TOWER products, namely, 
the book "Let God Be True" and the booklet The Joy of All the 
People, on a contribution of 35c for the combination. Neighbor­
loving Christians throughout the earth will all unite during June 
in special efforts to help others to eternal life. Will you be one T 
You can be, you who read this magazine. If necessary, write us 
to put you in touch with your neighbors who will be glad to have 
yoo lovingly work with them in the field . .Arrange, also, to make 
a report at the end of June on what you accomplish. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of July 4: "Testing the Spirits in the World Crisis," 
if 1-9 inclusive, also "Operations of the Holy Spirit," 

111-6 inclusive, The Watchtower June 1, 1948. 
Week of July 11: "Operations of the Holy Spirit," 

11 7-21 inclusive, The Watchtower JuM 1, 1!'48. 
Week of July 18: "Operations of the Holy Spirit," 

11 22-37 inclusive, The Watchtower June 1, 1948. 

ITS MISSION 

Tms Journal ls published for the purpose of enabllng the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction epeclftcally 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good·wlll 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It ls entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It la wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of J ebovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It is not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

Notice fe Su1i•oriber•: Remittancea abould be sent to omce In your 
country In compliance with regulatloDB to iUarantee safe delivery of 
money. Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no 
office Is located, by International money order only. Subscription rates In 
different countries are stated below tn local currency. 1'\"otsce of e:rplratlon 
(with renewal blank) Is sent at least two Issues before .subscription 
expires. Chanae of addreaa when sent to our office may be e...:pected 
etfectlve within one month. Send your old aa well aa new address. 

Please addresa the Watch Tower Soclet)• In every case. 

Offices Yearly Subscription Rate 
A.1nerlca (U.S.), 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. U.00 
A.uotralla, 1 Beresford Rd., Strath11eld, N. S. W. 68 
Britillh We&t Indiu, 21 Taylor St., Port of Spain, Trinidad $1.25 
Canada, 40 Irwin Ave., Toronto :S, Ontario U.00 
England, 34 Craven Terrace. London, W. 2 5s 
India, 167 Love Lane. Bombay 27 Rs. 3/8 
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New Zealand, G. P. 0. Box ao, Wellington, C. 1 6a 
Philsppine lslanda, 2621 Int. 2 Herran, Santa Ana, :Manila 2 pesos 
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Translations of this jourual appear in many languages. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason of In· 
firmity, poverty or ad\·erslty are unable to pay the subscription pncc may 
ha\·e The Watchtower frl!<' upon written application to the publishers, 
made once each year, stating the reason for so requesting It. We are 
glad to thus aid the needy, but the written application once each year 
Is required by the postal regulations. 

Printed In the United State• of America 

Ente1 ed aa aecond-class matter at the post o/Jlce at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 

"PERMANENT GOVERNOR OF ALL NATIONS" 

Scientific advances have shrunk the earth till nations on opposite 
sides of the globe are as next-door neighbors. But the work of mak­
ing them good neighbors lags far behind. Men see the need of a 
world organization able to erase national differences. They seek to 
meet it with the United Nations. Christendom's clergy join hands 
with world politicians, bless the United Nations, and hail it as pav­
ing the way for God's kingdom. But does it! Does it hail Jehovah 
as universal sovereign' or Christ as permanent governor of all 
nationsf Can it ever draft God and Christ into roles in world poli­
tics T The Bible and physical facts answer with a resounding No! 

This answer, bulwarked with abundant proof, came to large 
audiences in the United States, England, West .Africa and South 
Africa when the president of the Watchtower Society delivered 
the lecture entitled "Permanent Governor of .All Nations". Now it 
comes to a much larger reading public in booklet form, with a first 
edition of 5,000,000 to launch a world-wide distribution campaign. 
You will thrill as you read of Jehovah's purpose for this earth, 
how its inhabitants will be united under a perfect and permanent 
governor, and how blessings defying description will shower down 
unendingly. Obtain and read your personal copy of the 32-page 
booklet Permane-nt Governor of AU Nations, on a 5c contnbution. 
Better still, show love for your neighbor by obtaining extra copies 
to present to your friends. Fifteen copies are sent on a 50c con­
tribution, 30 copies on $1 coutributioo. 
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TESTING THE SPIRITS IN THE WORLD CRISIS 
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false 

prophets are gone out into the world."-1 John 4: 1. 

JEHOVAH God foresaw thousands of years in 
advance the final crisis that is now upon this 
world. The people have reached the fork of the 

road, and for their warning he foretold the going 
forth of spirits of falsehood that would turn the care­
less people down the branch that leads to destruction 
with this world in the terrible catastrophe of Arma­
geddon. With accurate sign-language he portrayed 
for us the fast-moving world situation in these words 
in the Revelation, the last book of his Holy Scrip­
tures: "The sixth [angel] emptied his bowl upon the 
great river Euphrates, and its waters dried up to 
make the way ready for the ldngs from the east. 
Then I saw three foul spirits like frogs emerge from 
the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth of the 
animal and from the mouth of the false prophet. 
They are demon spirits that perform wonders, and 
they go out to the kings all over the world to muster 
them for battle on the great Day of God Almighty. 
... So they mustered the kings at the place called in 
Hebrew Armageddon."-Rev. 16: 12-16, An Amer. 
Trans. 

2 For a quarter of a century• wide-awake students, 
benefiting by the light of fulfilled prophecy, have 
seen that the above-mentioned dragon pictures the 
wicked organization of Satan the Devil, "the prince 
of the demons." The animal, or wild beast, pictures 
the Devil's visible organization on earth and which 
has risen up out of the abyss of the sea of humanity; 
and the false prophet pictures the outstanding part 
of that visible organization and which makes decep­
tive predictions of things to come in order to keep 
humanity under control. The mouth is one of the 
organs of speech. What comes forth from the mouth 
pictures the utterance, prediction, or teaching. 
What comes forth must have something for its 
inspiration; and the question is, Who inspired it T 
God's Word fearlessly declares that what issues 
from the mouth of the dragon, the wild animal and 
the false prophet has for its inspiration the demons, 

•See The Watch Tower of January 1, 1921, pages 12-15, and 
of March 1, 1925, pages 68-70. 
1. IIow did <:od warn us ot •Pints that lead men to .irmageddon? 
:!. What do the dragon, ammal, false prophet and frogs picture? 

of whom Satan the Devil is the prince. God's Word 
speaks of these demons as unclean or foul, and there­
fore what is inspired by them is also unclean. In the 
Scriptures frogs are unclean animals, which God's 
chosen people were forbidden to eat; and, quite 
fittingly, the spirits or messages that issue from the 
mouth of the dragon, wild animal and false prophet 
are pictured as "three foul spirits like frogs", and 
they are identified as "demon spirits that perform 
wonders". Wonderfully, the kings and rulers all over 
the world listen to their croakings and then regiment 
the total population and drive them down the road 
that leads to Armageddon. 

s Those spirits have come forth, not from God, but 
from the demons, and are misleading rulers and 
people alike into a showdown fight with Jehovah 
God. The human race under its misled kings and 
rulers does not have the shadow of a chance of win­
ning in that fight, for it is a battle against God 
Almighty, whose time to set up his own Government 
of a new world of righteousness has come. Except 
for the small minority of men and women who try 
the spirits and who prove that these are unclean 
demon-spirits and who refuse to follow such, the 
mass of humanity are now being marched in double­
quick time by their rulers to the Armageddon of 
sudden destruction at Almighty God's hand. Just 
because the rulers are taking the lead in following 
these spirits, it does not prove that they are right 
spirits and are of God. Although the world rulers 
refuse to believe it, the influences mustering them 
out to battle and hurrying them on in their frantic 
course are the spirits from demons. In this world 
crisis the rulers have yielded to the demons in opposi­
tion to the kingdom of God, and now the people as 
individuals must test the spirits abroad in the land 
to prove for themselves whether such spirits are of 
God or not. Then, regardless of who or how many 
choose to follow the demon spirits to destruction, 
those who love God and his kingdom of life must 
choose to follow only his spirit. 

3. Wbo follow such spirits, and who do not? and wh7? 
163 
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' This course of trying out the spirits is urged 
upon all lovers of righteousness by the Word of God. 
"Beloved," it says, ''believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world." (1 John 
4: 1) Let us not imagine that the "spirits" to be tried 
are invisible spirit persons, for, if this were the case, 
then how would we be able to see and hear them so as 
to test them T Rather, by the word "spirits" is to be 
understood messages or utterances that have some 
invisible inspiration behind them. Hence Revelation 
16: 13 pictures such spirits as issuing forth from 
the mouth. 

5 For example, if the government of a totalitarian 
country hands a certain statement out to all the 
country's newspapers for required publication, it is 
not a free and independent message, but is spoken 
of as an "inspired statement". By carefully examin­
ing the statement and testing its teachings and 
principles we can ·arrive at the unseen source that 
inspired it and its publication. Likewise, at 1 John 
4: 1, the word "spirits" means messages or utter­
ances that are circulated throughout the earth by 
"prophets" or spokesmen and that have some source 
of inspiration behind them, either God or the oppos­
ing demons under Satan the Devil. For this reason 
An American Translation renders 1 John 4: 1 as 
follows: "Dear friends, do not believe every inspired 
utterance, but test the utterances to see whether they 
come from God, for many false prophets have come 
out into the world." The demons inspire utterances 
that lead men into opposition to God and down to 
destruction. Hence your life depends upon obeying 
this warning command and making the test, now! 

5 God's Word speaks of Satan the Devil as "the 
prince of the demons" and "the god of this world'', 
and Jes us spoke of him as "the prince of this world". 
(Matt. 12:24-27, Am.Stan.Ver.; 2 Cor. 4:4; John 
12: 31) So, when you test an utterance that declares 
Jehovah is not God and has no right to the sov­
ereignty of our earth and cannot put men and women 
on earth who will remain true and faithful to Him 
under the pressure of this world crisis, then be 
sure of this: such utterance is inspired by the "prince 
of the demons" and it hopped out of the mouth of the 
Devil's dragon organization. ·When you test an utter­
ance that declares man-made governments of this 
world stand for Jesus Christ the King and are 
appointed to rule this earth forever in their imper­
fect way in order to keep the sea of humanity calm 
and in check, then you can be sure that such utter­
ance is inspired by the demons and has hopped out 
of the mouth of the visible organization of Satan the 
Devil, "the god of this world." When you test the 
utterance of the Anglo-American political combina-
4, 5. What are the sptrlt:B that we must test? a.nd why test them? 
6. Ho" are the three spirits like frogs proved to be not of God l 

tion that declares our civilization is best for mankind 
and that the United Nations is the only hope of man­
kind and will succeed· and establish a lasting peace 
and justice and universal brotherhood, then you can 
be sure such prophecy is demon-inspired and hopped 
out of the mouth of the "false prophet". None of such 
three "spirits" are of God, because not one of such 
spirits or inspired utterances agrees with the spirit 
or inspired utterance from God. The testing of them 
by God's written Word proves it. 

1 As to the manner of testing, the apostle John goes 
on to say: "Hereby know ye the spirit of God: Every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God: and every spirit that confesseth 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even now already 
is it in the world." ( 1 John 4: 2, 3) Once again modern 
translation presents the meaning of the apostle's 
words in a sensible, understandable and Scriptural 
way, as follows: "You can tell the spirit of God 
in this way: all inspiration that acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ has come in human form comes 
fn>m God, and any inspired utterance that does not 
acknowledge Jesus does not come from God; it is the 
inspiration of the Antichrist. You have heard that 
it was corning, and here it is already in the world." 
-1 John 4: 2, 3, An .A.mer. Trans. 

s Back there in those apos1olic times, nineteen hun­
dred years ago, it was of antichristian inspiration 
for anyone to deny that Jesus had come to earth as 
a man and suffered and died and been raised from 
the dead. So now, in this twentieth century, it is 
equally of unchristian inspiration for men of this 
world to say that Jesus Christ does not need to come 
as King to rule the earth; but that politicians, 
together with clergymen as spiritual advisers, can 
govern the earth for themselves, and that all we need 
is, not Jesus Christ in his rightful kingdom power, 
but merely a United Nations or a Federated World 
or a man-made Federal World Government. Leaders 
in Christendom are foremost in making such utter­
ances, but their being of Christendom does not mean 
such utterances are Christian and are inspired by 
the spirit of God and cannot be of demon-inspiration. 
By what test do we know for certain that they are of 
antichrist and are not inspired by God's spirit' By 
testing such utterances with what is taught in the 
Bible. And why with the Bible 1 Because the Bible 
was produced by means of the spirit of Jehovah God, 
and so anything contrary to Bible teachings would 
be contrary to the spirit of God. 

9 The apostle Peter shows the necessary part that 
God's spirit performed in producing the Bible by 
saying: "No prophecy of scripture is of private inter-
7. 8. How do we prove today which •l>lrlt8 are of antlchrl.st? 
11. With what benefit do we uae the Bible as the touchstone? 
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pretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of persons who use the Bible as the touchstone to try 
man: but men spake from God, being moved by the the spirits will safeguard themselves against decep­
holy spirit." (2 Pet. 1: 20, 21, Am.Stan. Ver.) All tion and will preserve their eternal interests. 

OPERA TIO NS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

I N PREVIOUS. issues of The Watchtower it has 
been proved at some length by the Bible that the 
"holy spirit" that moved the Bible writers is not 

a person. It is not the "third person" of a religious 
"trinity", but is the invisible active force of Almighty 
God; and this active force or energy proceeds from 
God and through his Son Jesus Christ•. To prove 
this it has been necessary to test or try the spirit, 
the inspiration, of the "trinity" doctrine to see 
whether it is of God or of the demons. By testing the 
doctrine against the Word of God it has been proved 
to be demon-inspired and antichristian and anti-God. 
Nevertheless, many persons will ask, If the holy 
spirit is not an intelligent person but is God's invisi­
ble active force used by him to accomplish his will, 
how is it that the Bible speaks of the holy spirit as 
hearing, talking, teaching, interceding and perform­
ing other operations of a personalityt Hence, for the 
benefit of readers who are still troubled by such 
Bible expressions concerning the spirit, we take up 
a consideration of the Scripture texts involved. 

2 Not a single text can be produced that says the 
holy spirit is God, but many Scripture texts do show 
that the holy spirit is associated with God, issues 
forth from him, and brings his will to pass. Jesus 
said: "God is a spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth." (John 
4: 24) That means God is an invisible, active, power­
ful Person, and not a material person like us humans. 
But that is not the same as saying that 'the holy 
spirit is God and is one with God and of the same 
substance and equal in power and glory with God', 
as trinitarians unscripturally claim. Trinitarians put 
two scriptures alongside and say that such two scrip­
tures together prove the holy spirit is .T ehovah God. 
The conclusions the trinitarians draw do violence to 
the rest of the Bible and put senseless confusion and 
contradiction into that harmonious and reasonable 
Book. Without straining or wresting the Scriptures, 
what the Bible says concerning the operations of the 
holy spirit of God can be sensibly explained in har­
mony with all the other scriptures. Let us now test 
this statement out. 

COMFORTER 

s A few hours before dying on the tree Jesus Christ 
the Son of God promised to send his disciples the 

"See The Watchtower of June 15, 1944, pages 179-187; and 
of August 15, 1944, pages 247-252; and of March 11 19481 

p~gi:~-76. 
1. By testing the "trinity" doctrine, what has been proved? 
2. How do trinitarians show the holy spirit ls God~ but falsely? 
3. In his last discourse, what did Jesus say of the noly spirit? 

holy spirit after he was resurrected from the dead. 
He spoke of this spirit as "the comforter, helper, or 
advocate". According to An American Translation, 
he said: "And I will ask the Father and he will give 
you another Helper to be with you always. It is the 
Spirit of Truth. The world cannot obtain that Spirit, 
because it does not see it or recognize it; you recog­
nize it because it stays with you and is within you." 
"I have told you this while I am still staying with 
you, but the Helper, the holy Spirit which the Father 
will send in my place, will teach you everything and 
remind you of everything that I have told you." 
"When the Helper comes whom I will send to you 
from the Father-that Spirit of Truth that comes 
from the Father-he will bear testimony to me, and 
you must bear testimony too, because you have been 
with me from the first." "If I do not go, the Helper 
will not come to you, but if I go I will send him to 
you. When he comes, he will bring conviction to the 
world about sin and uprightness and judgment; I 
have much more to tell you, but you cannot take it 
in now, but when the Spirit of Truth comes, he will 
guide you into the full truth, for he will not speak 
for himself but will tell what he hears, and will 
announce to you the things that are to come. He will 
Jo honor to me, for he will take what is mine and 
communicate it to you. All that the Father has 
belongs to me. That is why I said that he will take 
what is mine and communicate it to you."-John 
14: 16, 17, 25, 26; 15: 26, 27; lG: 7, 8, 12-1!'5; also 
Rotherham. 

• If the holy spirit were the third person of a 
"trinity" and were equal in power and glory with 
Jesus, why could it not copie to Jesus' disciples with­
out his first going away and leaving them 1 and why 
would the holy spirit have to wait to be sent by 
Jesus' The reason is that the holy spirit is not such 
a coequal, co-powerful person, but is the invisible 
active force proceeding from God. In tne same dis­
course Jesus said: "The servant is not greater than 
his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that 
sent him." This proves that the holy spirit which is 
sent is not equal to Jesus the Sender. (John 13: 16) 
Because this invisible, holy, active force would be 
a comfort, help and support to the disciples Jesus 
spoke of it as a "comforter", "helper," or "advocate". 
In the Greek text of the Bible the word for "com­
forter'', "helper," or "advocate" is in the masculine 
gender, and hence Jesus would refer to it with the 
.f. Wby did Jeeu1 refer to euch holy 1plrlt with the pronoun he f 
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masculine pronoun "he". However, in the Greek text 
the word for "spirit" is in the neuter gender, and 
hence the Bible speaks of the holy spirit as "it". 

3 After his resurrection and ascension to heaven 
J ~s':s was not to be personally or bodily with his 
d1sc1ples; and, therefore, by means of this invisible 
a~ti!e force projected fr~m heaven down upon his 
d1sc1ples he would help, instruct, and guide them. 
How he could do this at such a distance as at the 
right hand of his Father in heaven is easier to under­
stand now that we are in the atomic age, with its use 
of radio broadcasting, television, bouncing radar 
beams off the moon, the discovery of cosmic rays 
from unknown sources away out in space the har­
nessing of atomic energy. All these moder~ develop­
ments disclose to us how marvelous unseen forces 
can be directed by scientific minds knowing how to 
control them and having the means or equipment for 
it. What man has accomplished in these fields does 
not compare with all the power Jesus has in heaven 
and earth since his resurrection.-:Matt. 28: 18. 

6 Remember what Jesus said to his disciples about 
the holy spirit comforter as we now consider its 
operations described for us in the book of Acts of 
the Apostles. When telling of the coming of this holy 
spirit comforter to them, Jesus did not speak of it as 
a person, but spoke of it as an active force, energy. 
He said: "I send forth the promise of my Father 
upon you: but tarry ye in the city [Jerusalem], until 
ye be clothed with power from on high." "But ye 
shall receive power, when the holy spirit is come 
upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses." (Luke 
24: 49 and Acts 1: S, Am. Stan. Ver.) Likewise, when 
the disciple Luke tells of the sending down of holy 
spirit upon the disciples waiting there at Jerusalem 
on the day of the feast of Pentecost, he describes it 
as energy rather than as a person. Notice the lan­
guage of his account: "And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven, like a violent wind rushing; and 
it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And 
divided tongues appeared to them, like fire, and one 
rested on each one of them. And they were all filled 
with holy spirit and began to speak in other lan­
guages, as the spirit gave them utterance." (Acts 
2: 1-4, The Emphatic Diaglott; Rotherham) When ex­
plaining afterward what had just taken place, Peter 
also emphasizes the thought of power rather than of 
personrrlity for the holy spirit. He says: "God raised 
up this Jesus, of which we all are witnesses. Having 
been, therefore, exalted to the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the 
holy spirit, he poured out this which you both see 
and hear."-Acts 2: 32, 33, Diaglott. 

1 Any idea of the holy spirit as an intelligent, 

5. \Vhnt tor.ay helns WI to understand how Jesus uses the spirit? 
6. How do Jesus, Luke atid Peter refer to the spirit's descent? 
7, 8. How does the trinity doctrine make their language laughable? 

corporeal person, the "third person of the most 
blessed trinity", makes the language of Luke and 
Peter laughable. In all seriousness try to imagine a 
corporeal person splitting himself up and distribut­
ing himself bit by bit to the hundred and twenty 
disciples, and thus all of them being filled with this 
corporeal personality. In all soberness think of 
Jesus' receiving from his heavenly Father this holy 
spirit "person" and then pouring him out or shedding 
him forth like liquid fire upon a hundred and twenty 
men and women so as to fill them. 'Pouring out' is 
God's own way of expressing it at Joel 2: 28, 29, the 
prophecy which Peter quoted on the day of Pentecost. 

' Getting filled with the holy spirit was not to be 
confined to the first hundred and twenty, but, as 
Peter said to the multitude before him: "Ref onn, 
and let each of you be immersed in the name of Jes us 
Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins; and you. will 
receive the gift of the holy spirit. For the promise is 
to you and to your children, and to ALL who are far 
off, as many as the Lord our God may call." (Acts 
2: 16-18, 38, 39, Diaglott) The Scriptural number of 
144,000, who make up the complete Christian congre­
gation or "body of Christ", all receive that spirit, and 
they are exhorted: "Be not drunk with wine, wherein 
is excess; but be filled with the spirit." ;'For by one 
spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and 
have been all made to drink into one spirit [saturated 
with one spirit]."-Eph. 5: 18; 1 Cor. 12: 13; An 
Amer. Trans. 

9 All such is not language befitting an intell_igent, 
corporeal person, for it would be unreasonable and 
not understandable. But when we face the fact that 
God's holy spirit is his invisible active force by 
which he can operate upon matter and mind and 
accomplish his will, then the language become::: 
simple and comprehensible to us. This makes it rea­
sonable for the Christian congregation, the "body of 
Christ" of 144,000 members, to be the temple of God. 
Being such a temple does not mean that God person­
ally or bodily dwells in the fleshly bodies of the 
members of this spiritual temple, for that would be 
destructive. Jehovah God told Moses: "Thou canst 
not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and 
live." (Ex. 33: 20) If the mere sight of God would 
be destructive to a human creature, how, then, could 
a man have God occupy him bodily and live! Man 
could not. Not according to what Stephen said: 
"Solomon built him an house. Howbeit the most High 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith 
the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my 
footstool: what house will ye build me f saith the 
Lord: or what is the place of my rest 1 Hath not my 
hand made all these things?" And Paul said: "God 
9-11. (a) Why does God not dwell bodily In tile church ns a temple: 
(b) How does God dwell In It, and with what eil'ect? 
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that made the world and all things therein, seeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands." (Acts 7:47-50; 17:24) 
Hence the way that the Most High God dwells in the 
Christian congregation as his temple is by means of 
his holy spirit, his active force which is devoted to 
holy purposes. To this e:ff ect we read the following 
quotations: 

10 "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, 
and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you T If any 
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." 
(1 Cor. 3: 16, 17) And to this temple class, which is 
the "body of Christ", it is further written: "Know ye 
not that your body is a temple of the holy spirit 
which is in you, which [spirit] ye have from God 1 
and ye are not your O'\Vn; for ye were bought with 
a price: glorify God therefore in your body." (1 Cor. 
6: 19, 20, Am.Stan. Ver.) "You are built upon the 
apostles and prophets as your foundation, and 
Christ .Jesus himself is the cornerstone. Through 
him every part of the building is closely united and 
grows into a temple sacred through its relation to 
the Lord, and you are yourselves built up into a 
dwelling for God THR01JGH THE SPIBIT." (Eph. 
2: 20-22, An.A.mer. Tran.s.) "No man hath seen God 
at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in 
us, and his love is perfected in us. Hereby know we 
that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his spirit."-1 John 4: 12, 13. 

11 Compare these scripture quotations and relate 
them together; and yet no honest person can claim 
they say the holy spirit is God, a personal God. The 
whole force of these scriptures is to show God does 
not directly, in a bodily way, dwell in the Christian 
congregation as his temple, but he does so by filling 
it with his holy spirit, his invisible energy. In this 
way it is true that "God is he who is working effectu­
ally among you, both to will and to perform, on 
account of his benevolence".-Phil. 2: 13, Diaglott. 

SPEAKrnG, HEARI:'\G, TEACHING, RE.ML"\'DING 

12 Luke's account regarding the hundred and 
twenty disciples on the day of Pentecost says that 
"the spirit gave them utterance", to speak foreign 
languages. (Acts 2: 4) God through Jesus Christ at 
his right hand poured out his spirit upon them. He 
radioed it do:\v.n upon them, thereby causing them to 
utter speech in foreign phrase, just as a radio trans­
mitting station can make loud-speakers of radio sets 
in millions of homes produce speech, music and 
sounds when such sets are turned on, dialed, and 
tuned in on the radio station many miles away. 
Whatever the electrical energies or impulses pick up 
at the radio station, or, so to speak, whatever they 
"hear" at the station, they send out to the radio 
J:!. Jlow enn we illustrate the ~plrlt's hearing and speaking? 

receiving sets, causing such sets to speak according­
ly. In like manner, whatever the spirit of God !z,ears, 
that the spirit speaks to the disciples, and it shows 
them things to come and reminds them of what Jesus 
said or did. Then those disciples upon whom the 
spirit operates speak the things the spirit has heard 
or picked up from God. They speak prophecies or 
whatever the spirit has to teach them. The spirit or 
active force emanating from God is the means of 
transmission by which He conveys teaching, proph­
ecy, or foreign-language powers to his receptive, 
obedient servants on earth. Just as the electrical 
impulses from the radio television station send out 
and project a moving vision upon the video screen 
of a far-off television set, the spirit of God could 
even more easily produce a vision before the eyes of 
his prophets on earth. 

13 In many texts the Scriptures testify to the oper­
ation of the spirit or active force of God in this way. 
Peter says: "Brethren, it was needful that the scrip­
ture should be fulfilled, which the holy spirit spake 
before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who 
was guide to them that took Jesus." (Acts 1: lG, 
Am.Stan. Ver.) As to the spirit's speaking by David, 
Jesus said this: "How then doth David in spirit [or, 
by inspiration] call him Lord, saying, The LoRn said 
unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies thy footstool." (Matt. 22: 43, 44; Diag­
lott) "For David himself said, by the holy spirit, 
'Jehovah said to my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
till I put thine enemies underneath thy feet.' David 
himself, therefore, calls him Lord." (Mark 12: 36, 37, 
Diaglott) Jesus' disciples also declared God's spirit 
spoke by David, for they prayed to God, saying: 
"Who by the holy spirit, by the mouth of our father 
David thy servant, didst say, Why did the Gentiles 
rage, and the peoples imagine vain things 1" (Acts 
4: 25, Am. Stan. Ver.) Even David himself testifies 
that God moved him to speak prophetically by means 
of His holy spirit, for David confessed: "The spirit 
of Jehovah spake by me, and his word was upon my 
tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel 
spake to me.'' (2 Sam. 23: 2, 3, Am. Stan. Ver.) The 
holy spirit did not in itself speak, as if it were a 
person, but this active force of God spoke by means 
of the intelligent person upon whom it acted. Thus 
God, by means of his spirit, spoke through such 
inspired person. 

14 The apostle Paul calls attention to the same 
method of operation of the spirit. Concerning the 
visit the Jews paid him as a prisoner in Rome, we 
read: "And when they agreed not among themselves, 
they departed after that Paul had spoken one word, 
Well spake the holy spirit through Isaiah the proph­
et unto your fathers, saying, Go thou unto this 
13. How was It that King David spoke prophetlcally? 
14. Why does Paul say the spirit •poke by X.alah and Psalm 05? 
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people, and say, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall 
in no wise understand." (Acts 28 : 25, 26, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) In his book of Hebrews Paul quotes Psalm 
95: 7-11, and says: "Wherefore, even as the holy 
spirit saith, To-day if ye shall hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, as in the provocation, like as in the 
day of the trial in the wilderness, where your fathers 
tried me . . . They shall not enter into my rest." 
(Heb. 3: 7-11, Am. Stan. Ver.) Who wrote Psalm 95 
we do not know. Hence we cannot say that in Psalm 
95 the spirit spake by so-and-so. The main point is 
that the psalmist was inspired to speak by God's 
spirit, and so Paul explains it by saying "the holy 
spirit saith". The real speaker talking about entering 
into rest is Jehovah God, but he used his holy spirit 
to express himself through the anonymous writer 
of Psalm 95. 

15 Once again, to show that the human creature 
was not speaking his own mind, but spoke under 
divine inspiration, Paul quotes Jeremlah's prophecy, 
and says: "Moreover, the holy spirit also testifies 
this to us, for after it had said, 'This is the covenant 
which I will covenant with them; After those days, 
says the Lord, I will put my laws in their hearts, 
and on their minds will I inscribe them;' [it adds,] 
'and their sins and iniquities I will remember no 
more.'" (Heb. 10: 15-17, Diaglott) By his spirit God 
also inspired the prophet Moses to arrange the cere­
monies at the sacred tabernacle. Therefore Paul 
says: "The holy spirit this signifying, that the way 
into the holy place hath not yet been made manifest, 
while the first tabernacle is yet standing."-Heb. 
9: 8, Am. Stan. Ver. 

18 Both Jeremiah and Moses spoke and acted under 
the power of the holy spirit, and so Paul gives the 
credit for their prophecies to the spirit, and not to 
the men. The spirit proceeded forth from Jehovah 
God. It was beamed down upon Moses and Jeremiah. 
This made it, in reality, Jehovah God that was 
prophesying. Jeremiah's prophecy actually tells us 
it was Jehovah promising the new covenant. But 
under no circumstances do Paul's words about Moses 
and Jeremiah require us to say that the holy spirit 
is Jehovah God and that Paul upholds the trinitarian 
formula, "God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost, three persons in one God." 

11 Peter and his. fellow apostles, when on trial 
before the Jewish Sanhedrin or Supreme Court in 
Jerusalem, used language like Paul's concerning the 
holy spirit, when they said: "And we are witnesses 
of these things,-also the holy spirit which God hath 
given unto them who are yielding obedience unto 
him." (Acts 5: 32, Rotherham; An Amer. Trans.; 
Moffatt) Peter, the apostles and the holy spirit were 
15. lG. QuCJting th!'lr pro11hecles, why does Paul refer to th!' holy 
eph it rather than to Jereia1ah ancl J\loses? 
11 Why did Peter declare the spirit testified before the Sanhedrin? 

witnesses. Peter and the other apostles were intelli­
gent persons, but because the holy spirit is said to 
be a witness with those men, it does not demand the 
conclusion that the holy spirit is therefore also a 
person. No more so than its being associated with 
Jeremiah or other prophets made the spirit an intelli­
gent person. Peter and his fellows witnessed about 
Jesus, but they told the Sanhedrin they were testi­
fying these things under the power of God's spirit, 
and thereby the holy spirit was with them in testi­
fying these things. God backed them up by his spirit 
in all they were testifying. So the Sanhedrin should 
have accepted it. 

SPIRIT, WATER AND BLOOD 
19 John, who was with Peter before the Sanhedrin, 

says of Jesus: "This is he who came by water and 
blood,-Jesus the Anointed one; not by the water 
only, but by the water and by the blood; and the 
spirit is that which testifies, because the spirit is the 
truth. For there are three which testify; the spirit, 
and the water, and the blood; and the three are for 
one [or, are witnesses to one thing]. If we receive the 
testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater; 
for this is the testimony of God that he has testified 
concerning his Son." (1John5: 6-9, Diaglott; Rother­
ham) Because the water and the blood testify or bear 
witness, no sane man will argue that the water and 
the blood are two persons. They are just as imper­
sonal as is the holy spirit. John does not say the 
spirit is a person or is God, but "is the truth". J eho­
vah God anointed Jesus with holy spirit; and since 
God used the spirit as an anointing upon Jesus, it 
proves that the spirit is not a person. It is God's 
active force with which he approved Jesus as his 
Son and commissioned him to act as Christ the 
Messiah.-Acts 10: 38. 

19 In the light of other texts, the "water" by which 
Jesus came does not refer to the water of his baptism 
nor the water that came from his side when pierced 
on the tree, but refers to God's Word that Jesus 
preached. (Eph. 5: 26) The blood points to his death 
as a human sacrifice. 'The spirit was the invisible 
energy with which he was anointed. Well, then, what 
was the one thing on which all three agree, bearing 
witness togetherT The water, blood and spirit agreed 
in bearing witness to the fact that "Jesus is the Son 
of God". The spirit with which Jesus was anointed 
came from his Father. That being so, then it was 
God who, by means of his spirit, was giving witness 
respecting his Son Jesus Christ. The blood that 
Jesus had in his human organism on earth testified 
he was God's Son, because his human birth was not 
by man's begettal but by the life-giving power of 
Jehovah God. Most of the Word of God was written 
18, 19. (a) In testlfyln2 with the water and the blood why was not 
the s[llrlt a person 'I I bl \\'hat do these three unitedly testify? 
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before Jesus' human birth, and all this Word of God 
also testified that the Christ would be the Son of God. 

n At Pentecost the glorified Jesus in heaven began 
pouring out the holy spirit upon his disciples on 
earth. There the prophecy of Jesus went into ful­
fillment, as we read, at John 7: 37-39: ''In the last 
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scrip­
ture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water. (But this spake he of the spirit, which 
they that believe on him should receive-: for the holy 
ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not 
yet glorified)." The words of Jesus here about the 
holy spirit are far from teaching that the holy spirit 
is a corporeal person, even if the King James Ver­
sion translators did render the same Greek word 
pneuma first spirit and right afterward ghost in the 
same verse (39). 

21 Further showing the spirit is no person but is 
an active force from God the Holy One, John speaks 
of this outpoured spirit as an unction or anointing. 
He says this anointing teaches those having it. 
Notice: "And ye have an anointing [chrism a, Greek] 
from the Holy One, and ye know all things. And as 
for you, the anointing [chrisma] which ye received 
of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any one 
teach you; but as his anointing [chrisma] teacheth 
you concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, 
and even as it taught you, ye abide in him. And now, 
my little children, abide in him; that, if he shall be 
manifested, we may have boldness, and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming.'" (1John2: 20, 27, 
28, Am.Stan. Ver.) It is God the Holy One that 
anointed them with his spirit through Jesus Christ, 
and thus it is God that has taught and is teaching 
them by means of the spirit of his anointing. To con­
tinue to receive such teaching by means of His spirit, 
Christians must abide in God, in unity with him. Then 
lie will not remove his spirit from them. The spirit 
does not have to be an intelligent corporeal person 
for them to be thus taught, but whatever God sends 
them on the carrier wa-ve of his spirit, that is what 
they are taught.-See 1 Samuel 16: 13, 14 and 18: 12. 

JUDGING, WARNING 
22 Trinitarians use Peter's words in Acts, chapter 5, 

to support their teaching that the holy spirit is God 
and a personal member of a "trinity". So let us read 
Acts 5: 3, 4, 9, 10: "But Peter said, Ananias, why 
hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the holy spirit, 
and to keep back part of the price of the land 7 While 
it remained, did it not remain thine own 1 and after 
it was sold, was it not in thy powerT How is it that 
thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart T thou hast 
20. When and how "°ae .John 7 · 37-39 fulfilled• 
21. How does 1 John 2: :w, 27, 28 show the spirit Is not a person? 
~. Whv does Act• 5: 3, 4, 9, 10 not menn the spirit Is a per•on? 

not lied unto men, but unto God." Later, after 
Ananias dropped dead for lying, Sapphira his wif 0 

came before Peter and upheld her husband in his lie. 
We read: "But Peter said unto her, How is it that 
ye have agreed together to try the spirit of the Lord! 
behold, the feet of them that have buried thy husband 
are at the door, and they shall carry thee out. And 
she fell down immediately at his feet, and gave up 
the ghost [or, expired]." (Am. Stan. Ver.; Rother­
ham) Peter was anointed and filled with the holy 
spirit. This clothed him with the power of crime 
detection. Hence when Ananias and Sapphira lied 
to Peter, they lied in fact to the holy spirit within 
Peter and were testing out the power of the spirit 
within him. Moreover, as that spirit was from Go<l 
and as He was their Judge, Ananias and his wife 
were lying to God. His eyes have more than television 
powers, and run to and fro throughout the earth, 
beholding the evil and the good. (Prov. 15: 3) TherE' 
is no Scriptural foundation for reading trinitarian 
nonsense into Peter's words, to twist them into say­
ing that the holy spirit is a person. 

28 If we followed trinitarian reasoning, we would 
be compelled to believe that the holy spirit is an 
angel. How so T By comparing verses 26, 29 and 39 
of Acts, chapter eight. Philip the evangelist had just 
finished a good work of preaching in Samaria, and, 
we read, "the angel of the Lord spake. unto Philip, 
saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert." Obeying this command from the Lord's 
angel, Philip encountered a chariot being driven 
along with an Ethiopian eunuch in it reading Isaiah'b 
prophecy. Here we read: "Then the spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot." 
After Philip got in and preached Jesus Christ to the 
eunuch and baptized him, then, as we read, "when 
they were come up out of the water, the spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him 
no more." (Acts 8: 26, 29, 39) In the first instance, 
the angel of the Lord is said to speak directly to 
Philip. In the next instance, where it is written that 
"the spirit said unto Philip", it is not described 
whether this was by the angel visibly or invisibly 
or by direct spiritual communication. 

24 In corresponding fashion, in the days of the 
judges of Israel, an angel of God appeared to Gideon, 
gave the divine message, and disappeared. In fear 
Gideon said: "Alas, 0 Lord Jehovah! forasmuch as 
I have seen the angel of Jehovah face to face. And 
Jehovah said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: 
thou shalt not die." ( Judg. 6: 22, 23, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
After the angel's disappearance Jehovah spoke 
peaceably to Gideon, either by the angel from the 
angel's invisible station or directly by means of his 

23, 24 Why does Acts 8: 26, 20, 39 not ehow the eplrit •• an angel• 
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active force, the holy spirit. Likewise with Philip. 
When the spirit told Philip to join himself to the 
eunuc~'s chariot, it may have been the invisible angel 
speaking under the power of God's spirit. This under­
standing does away with any need to personalize the 
spirit or to say the spirit is an angel. After the 
eunuch was baptized the spirit of Jehovah "caught 
away Philip", not by transporting him bodily through 
the air, but by moving him quickly and without 
further delay to leave the vicinity and head for 
Ashdod ( Azotus). 

25 If we appreciate the way God dealt with Gideon 
and Philip, it helps us to understand the way he may 
have dealt with others, as, for example, with Peter 
and the congregation at Antioch in Syria. About 
twenty-one hours after God's angel had appeared to 
Cornelius at Caesarea on the ::Mediterranean sea, an 
operation of the spirit took place toward Peter at 
Joppa on the seacoast about thirty miles south of 
Caesarea. By means of television and tele-communi­
cation powers Almighty God caused Peter to see a 
vision and hear a voice of command. While Peter 
was thinking on the meaning of it all. three men from 
Cornelius of Caesarea arrived. · 

20 Now we read: ''"While Peter thought on the 
vision, the spirit said unto him, Behold, three men 
seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee down and 
go with them, doubting nothing: for I have' seut 
them." (Acts 10: 3, 19, 20; 11: 13) But Acts 10: 3-7 
says the angel of God told Cornelius to. send those 
three men to Peter. So, when the spirit told Peter 
to go along with them, God doubtless put his spirit 
upon this same angel and used such angel to instruct 
Peter what to do. When Peter later said to his breth­
ren at Jerusalem, "And the spirit bade me go with 
them, nothing doubting," we can be sure he was not 
thinking of the holy spirit as a personal member of 
a trinitarian "godhead". Especially so, as Peter went 
on to tell of his Bible talk to the household of Cor­
nelius, and added: "And as I began to speak, the holy 
spirit fell on them, even as on us at the beginning. 
And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he 
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall 
be b1:J.ptized with the holy spirit." (Acts 11: 12, 15, 16; 
Am. Stan. Ver., margin) "The holy spirit fell on all 
them that heard the word. And they of the circum­
cision that believed were amazed, as many as came 
witlr PetBr, because that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out the gift of the holy spirit. For they heard 
them speak with tongues, and magnify God." (Acts 
10: 44-46, Am. Stan. Ver.) How could Peter sanely 
think of the holy spirit as being a corporeal person 
and, as such, falling upon all of Cornelius' household 
and being poured out as a gift like oil upon them T 
Ile could not have had such a thought. 

2!1, !!6. Whv does Actr 10 not show the holy spirit Is a person? 

21 As for the congregation at Antioch, for more 
than a year Paul and Barnabas had assembled with 
that company and acted as teachers. (Acts 11: 22-26) 
The account tells us: "Now there were at Antioch, 
in the church that was there, prophets and teachers, 
Barnabas, ... and Saul . .And as they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, tlte holy spirit said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 
have called them .... So they, being sent forth by 
the holy spirit, went down to Seleucia." (Acts 13: 1-4, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) Verse 9 speaks of "Saul, who is also 
called Paul, filled with the holy spirit". Just what 
personal agency the holy spirit used here to give 
orders respecting Paul and Barnabas is not stated. 
It may have been an angel from heaven, as when 
sending three men from Cornelius to Peter; or it 
may have been a prophet of the Antioch congrega­
tion. The prophet Agabus could have spoken under 
the power of the holy spirit, for we read: "And in 
these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto 
Antioch. And there stood up one of them named 
Agabus, and signified by the spirit that there should 
be great dearth throughout all the world: which came 
to pass in the days of Claudius Cresar." (Acts 
11: 27, 28) Consequently, since the orders to send 
out Paul and Barnabas as missionaries were gh-en 
under the power of God's holy spirit, these two men 
were, indeed, sent forth by the holy spirit, although 
the spirit is not a person. 

28 To remind his hearers that he spoke under the 
pow~r of the spirit of God, the prophet Agabus said 
it was not he himself, but was the holy spirit speak­
ing. W11en Paul with Luke reached Caesarea, the 
following took place: "There came down from J ucla~a 
a certain prophet, named Agabus. And coming to us, 
and taking Paul's girdle, he bound his own feet and 
hands, and said, Thus saith the holy spirit, So shall 
the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this 
girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles." (Acts 21: 10, 11, Am.Stan. Ver.) Quite 
reasonably, communications like this by prophets 
inspired by the holy spirit were what Paul meant 
when he said just before this to the elders from the 
congregation at Ephesus: "And now, behold, I go 
bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that shall befall me there: save that the holy 
spirit testifieth unto me in every city, saying that 
bonds and afilictions abide me." (Acts 20: 22, 23, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) In support of this understanding of the 
matter, Luke tells us what happened when Paul 
landed at Tyre: "And finding disciples, we tarried 
seven days: who said to Paul through the spirit, that 
he should not go up to Jerusalem." (Acts 21: 4) 
Paul's encounter with Agabus followed shortly after 
this. All this explains how the holy spirit, although 
27. How did the spirit speak to send forth Paul and Barnabas? 
28. Row l!Td the spfrlt testify to Paul about visiting Jeru<alem? 
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not being a person but merely divine active force, 
could be said to speak, testify and warn. 

SETTING, FORBIDDING, DECIDING 
2

• On the occasion of Paul's meeting with the above­
mentioned elders of Epliesus, he said to them: "Be 
taking heed unto yourselves and unto all the little 
flock in which the holy spirit hath set you as over­
seers,-to be shepherding the assembly of God which 
he hath acquired through means of the blood of his 
own." (Acts 20: 28, Rotherham; Diaglott) More than 
two and a half years prior to this Paul baptized 
twelve believing men at Ephesus, and thereby helped 
to build up the congregation at that city. For two 
years and three months he preached and taught at 
Ephesus. At other cities Paul and Barnabas had 
appointed elder brothers to positi?ns of servic~ in 
the congregations, and he wrote Timothy and Titus 
to appoint elder brothers to positions of overseer 
and assistant in the congregations under their care. 
(Acts 14: 23; 1Tim.3: 1-14; Titus 1: 5-9) Now Paul 
was a member of the governing body of the church 
of the first century, and he was filled with the 
holy spirit. If he or some other authorized person 
appointed overseers in the congregation at Ephesus, 
then it could truthfully be said that "the holy spirit 
hath set you as overseers". All appointments of men 
were made under the power of the holy spirit, and 
the credit should be given to it, and not to human 
instruments through whom the spirit worked. 

30 The Lord God exercised his spirit or active force 
crreatly toward the apostle Paul, to direct his move­
~ents, utterances and writings. On his second 
missionary tour he was inclined to go at first into 
the province of Asia of which Ephesus was capital, 
and afterward to turn eastward toward the province 
of Bithynia, but here Almighty God intervened by 
his spirit. We read of Paul, Silas and Timothy: "And 
they \Yent through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
haring been forbidden of the holy spirit to speak 
the word in Asia; and when they were come over 
against Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia; ~nd 
the spirit of Jesus suffered them not; and passmg 
by Mysia, they came down to Troas." Here at Troas 
Paul had the night vision, directing him to turn west­
ward to Europe with his missionary work. "And 
when he had seen the vision, straightway we sought 
to go forth into Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel unto them." (Acts 
16: 6-10, Am.Stan. Ver.) The details are not given 
of how the holy spirit for bade that missionary group 
to preach in the province of Asia and did not permit 
them to go into the province of Bithynia. While such 
details might have been helpful to our understand­
ing of how God's spirit acted in a forbidding and 
29. How did the splrlt sjlt overseers In the church at Ephesus? 
30. How did tt.e spirit rorbld and prennt Paul's movements? 

preventive manner, the account of its operations in 
other instances helps us to understand, without fall­
ing into trinitarian pitfalls. As in other cases, the 
spirit was free to operate through angel, vision or 
human prophet or directly with no intermediary. 
That vision steering Paul westward to Europe was 
by the spirit. Hence by it God called him west. 

31 Some time before this vision Paul and Barnabas, 
home from their first missionary tour, went up to 
Jerusalem to attend a conference with the apostles 
and elder brothers there. To help the conference out 
of the difficulty over the question of circumcising 
Gentile believers, the disciple James quoted the 
inspired writing of the prophet at Amos 9: 11, 12 
(Septuagint Version), and said: "Simeon [Peter] 
hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gen­
tiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And 
to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written, After this I will return, ... that the residue 
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gen­
tiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, 
who doeth all these things." (AGts 15: 14-17) Seeing 
that God had poured out his spirit upon Gentiles 
without their first being circumcised, and seeing 
this was in fulfillment of prophecy, the conference 
decided not to require circumcision of Gentiles, and 
wrote a letter addressed to them, saying: "It seemed 
good to the holy spirit, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things: that 
ye abstain from things sacrificed to idols, and from 
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornica­
tion." (Acts 15: 28, 29, A.m. Stan . .Ver.) If the holy 
spirit was not an intelligent person, how could thi~ 
seem good to the holy spirit as well as to the special 
conference of Christians T How could such imper­
sonal holy spirit and those Christian men decide 
the matterf 

32 In this way: Peter, Paul and Barnabas had done 
their works among the Gentiles by the power of the 
spirit of God. To support their work, the disciple 
James under guidance of the holy spirit quoted 
Amos 9: 11, 12. The prophet Amos, whose prophecy 
was being fulfilled, had spoken and written as he was 
moved by the spirit of God. Accordingly, what was 
good and proper in the light of these operations of 
the holy s.pirit became plain, and the holy spirit thus 
helped in deciding the matter. The Christian confer­
ence did not decide the matter for itself, apart from 
what the holy spirit showed was God's deciding will. 
Those Christians in conference could well say con­
cerning the mysterious things of God: "Unto us God 
revealed them through the spirit: for the spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God .... 
the things of God none knoweth, save the spirit of 
God. But we received ... the spirit which is from 

31, 32. What dld tbP. speclal ronference at Jeru•alem write Gentlle•? 
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God; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not 
in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
spirit teacheth; combining spiritual things with 
spiritual words." (1 Cor. 2: 10-13, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Like them, we can profitably learn things from the 
way the spirit operates. 

TESTIFYING, INTERCEDING 
33 We are now prepared to understand how the 

holy spirit testifies to persons who are spiritual chil­
dren of God and how it intercedes for them. Paul, 
under inspiration of the spirit, writes: "The spirit 
itself testifies together with our spirit, that we are 
children of God. And if children, also heirs ; heirs, 
indeed, of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if, 
indeed, we suffer together, so that we may be also 
glorified together .... but ourselves also, possessing 
the first-fruit of the spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for sonship,-the redemp­
tion of our body. For we were saved by the hope; ... 
And in like manner also the spirit assists our weak­
ness; for we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought; but the spirit itself intercedes with 
·unspoken groans, and he who searches the hearts 
knows what is the mind of the spirit, because accord­
ing to God it intercedes on behalf of saints.''-Rom. 
8: 16, 17, 23-27, Diaglott; Rotherham. 

3
• Those Christians whom God has begotten to be 

his children as joint-heirs with Christ he has anointed 
with His spirit. This anointing or unction teaches 
them, as above explained; and, by the things that it 
reveals to them from God's written Word, it bears 
witness to them that they are God's spiritual chil­
dren. It makes plain on the pages of the written 
Word of God that the promised Seed of Abraham in 
whom all the nations are to be blessed is Jesus Christ, 
ihe Son of God. Also, those who become his footstep 
followers are adopted by God to be his heirs with 
Jesus Christ the Seed, and thus they are made the 
sons of God. (Gal. 3: 8, 16, 27-29) By his revealed 
written Word God sets before these sons the hope of 
being joined with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom. 
Now, all of God's written Word was produced under 
inspiration of His spirit (2 Tim. 3: 15-17); and so 
by this Word it is really the holy spirit that is testi­
fying to these Christians that they are the begotten 
children of God. Also, by the spirit's operations in 
their lives, just as in the lives of Peter, Paul and 
other disciples, the spirit bears further witness to 
them concerning their sonship to God. 

35 Owing to their bodily imperfections, weaknesses 
and inclinations to sin, these Christians groan or 
sigh deeply within themselves, because they desire 
33. To whom does the epirit testify, and why intercede for them? 
34. How does the spirit bear witness to their being sons of God? 
35. How does the spirit assist their weakness or infirmities? 

to be free from sin and to do the will of God per­
fectly. But the hope that God by his spirit has im­
planted in their hearts helps them to bear up and 
not to be overcome with discouragement. The spirit 
thus helps our weaknesses or infirmities, counter­
balancing the effect of these upon us. Our inward 
groans or sighs often remain unexpressed, unuttered, 
because we do not understand our situation and we 
are at a loss what to express. We want to pray, but 
exactly what to pray for under certain circumstances 
we do not know, and mere groans and sighing would 
not help. It is here the spirit intercedes for us; not 
meaning, of course, that it is a person that must 
utter indescribable groans and sighs for us. 

15 How, then, does it intercede T In this way: God 
foresaw and foretold our experiences as a Christian 
congregation. In his Word, which is inspired by 
means of his spirit, he foretold we would come into 
certain situations. By that same spirit-inspired Word 
he caused prophetic prayers to be recorded that fit 
our situations. He caused prophecies to be recorded 
that foretold how we should be brought up out of 
such situations and be continued in his further serv­
ice. Because we do not understand the prophecies 
and prophetic prayers, we do not know exactly how 
to express ourselves and the right thing for which 
to pray. If we understood the prophecies and the 
immediate purposes of God, we should pray for just 
that. But God knows his times and seasons, and he 
knows what was written down in his Word through 
his spirit, and he knows how such written things 
apply to us and when. He knows what is the mind 
of the spirit, or what is the meaning of those spirit­
inspired prophecies and prayers, and he lets these 
intercede for us. He accepts these as being what we 
should like to ask and pray for, and, accordingly, 
he fulfills them. Afterward he reveals to us by the 
power of his spirit how these prophecies have been 
fulfilled toward us, and we see that it is just what 
we should have asked for, had we known and under­
stood. The remnant of faithful Christians since 
A.D. 1918 can particularly appreciate this fact. 

87 All things considered, God's Word agrees with 
itself on what the holy spirit is. By his Word we have 
been testing the spirits, or inspired utterances of 
these times, to prove whether they are of God or of 
demons. We have proved that the religious utter­
ances regarding a "trinity" are inspired by the 
demons, under Satan their prince. On the other hand, 
we have proved that his holy spirit is the invisible 
active force or energy by which Almighty God per­
forms his will. By the help received through the fore­
going articles may we be better informed on how to 
try the spirits in the future, that we may prove and 
may accept only what is of God through Christ. 
36. How does the spirit Intercede, God knowing its mind? 
37. Summing up, what has our test proved as to trinity and 1pirit? 



THE ATTEMPT TO CATHOLICIZE CHRISTIANITY 

N OT to the pagan city of Rome, but to the Syrian city 
of Antioch goes the distinction of being where the 
name "Christian" was first used. The disciple Luke, 

the companion of the apostle Paul, writes, at Acts 11 : 26: 
"And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch." 
That was about A.D. 41. Roman Catholic clergy claim that 
the apostle Peter wrote his first epistle about A.D. 48; but 
there is reason to believe he wrote it between A.D. 61 and 
65. In this letter to his brethren in the provinces of Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia he indicates that 
the name "Christian", which he uses at 1 Peter 4: 16, was 
unpopular and that the name had spread from Antioch 
throughout all those provinces and also to Babylon, in 
Mesopotamia, from which Peter wrote this first epistle. 
From "Christian" came the name "Christianity". 

The Roman Catholic system of religion is one that desig­
nates Peter as its first pope and designates its beliefs and 
practices as "the Christian religion". This system of religion 
terms itself "Catholic", and the history of its religious 
l'fforts shows it has tried to Catholicize the true Christianity, 
so that what Christianity is in actuality is now grossly mis­
understood. Whatever true Christianity the religious leaders 
of Roman Catholicism had, it is evident, even according to 
the confession of their clergymen, that these early leaders 
fell away to demon religion, being themselves deceived and 
also as leaders deceiving many others, so that today hun­
dreds of millions are deeei\-ed. What is here said in this 
article is not for the purpose of ridiculing sincere Roman 

aside after wizards [them that have familiar spirits; prac­
titioners of demon religion], neither ask any thing of sooth­
sayers, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God." 
(Lev. 19: 31) "The soul that shall go aside after magicians, 
and soothsayers, and shall commit fornication with them, 
I will set my face against that soul, and destroy it out of 
the midst of its people." (Lev. 20: 6) "A man, or woman, 
in whom there is a pythonical or divining spirit, dying let 
them die: they shall stone them: their blood be upon them." 
(Lev. 20: 27) "Neither let there be· found among you an:r 
one that shall expiate his son or daughter, making them to 
pass through the fire: or that consulteth soothsayers, or 
observeth dreams and omens, neither let there be any 
wizard, nor charmer, nor any one that consulteth pythonic 
spirits [or, oracular spirits], or fortune tellers, or that 
seeketh the truth from the dead. For the Lord abhorreth 
all these things, and for these abominations he will destroy 
them at thy coming." (Deut. 18: 10-12) The Lord God has 
not changed in his attitude toward all these things of 
demon-worship, but still opposes and condemns them. In 
none of his inspired writings by the Christian apostles and 
disciples did He say that those demon-worshipers possessed 
the archetypes, or prototypes, or crude representations of 
great spiritual truths, and that 'we can therefore adopt 
their demonistic emblems, rites and ceremonies and combine 
them with Christianity. 

CONVICTED OUT OF THEIR OWN MOUTHS 

Catholics of today. It is that the sincere people in the Nevertheless, the Roman Catholic religious system has 
Roman Catholic organization may see and appreciate the done these very things, as is admitted by their own authori­
perilous position in which they have been put by their ties. Take, for example, the celebrated John Cardinal 
clergymen or leaders in these days when the Holy Scrip- Newman, who is most widely known for his religious song, 
tures show demon spirits are going forth to the kings or ''Lead, Kindly Light." John Newman left the Anglican 
rulers of the whole earth to gather them and their subjects religious organization and became a Roman Catholic, and 
to the universal war of Armageddon. (Apocalypse 16: 14-16) in the year 1879 pope Leo XIII created him a cardinal. 
Those ignorantly practicing demon religion are exposed to This was after the said Newman had written a book in 
the danger of being led by these demons to their destruction defense of Roman Catholicism entitled An Essay on the 
in the final war of Armageddon. Development of Christian Doctrine, to try to harmonize 

The Lord God specifically command~ that those who Catholicism's adoption of demon-worship with Christianity. 
serve him acceptably must serve him in spirit and in truth From chapter 8 of that publication as issued in London, 
and that they must avoid all manner of demon-worship or England, by Pickering & Company in 1881, we quote to 
demon religion. The Bible used chiefly by English-reading show Catholicism's argument that it can assimilate demon­
Roman Catholics is the so-called "Douay Version", and from ism '\vithout hurt to Christianity, just as Aaron's rod which 
this version the following Scripture verses are quoted, to had been turned into a serpent by God's power devoured 
show that the Roman Catholic leaders have no reason to be the rods of Egypt's magicians which had been turned into 
ignorant of God's commandments concerning demonism. serpents by the power of the demons. In this argument 
In the Ten Commandments the Lord God says this: "Thou Jerome and other Catholic authorities fail to note that 
<Jhalt not have strange gods before me. Thou shalt not make Aaron's serpent-rod devoured the serpent-rods of the magi­
to thyself a graven thing, nor the likeness of any thing that cians not to assimilate them and become demonized, but to 
is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, nor of those destroy them and to show that God was opposed to them, 
things that are in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt and was superior to them. (Ex. 7: 8-13) This action was 
not adore them, nor serve them: I am the Lord thy God, no prophetic picture of how Christianity would incorporate 
mighty, jealous, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the demon religion into itself without becoming demonized. 
children, unto the third and fourth generation of them that However, Cardinal Newman, calling his adopted Roman 
hate me: and shewing mercy unto thousands to them that Catholicism by the name "Christianity'', goes on to show 
love me, and keep my commandments." (Exodus 20: 3-6, the unscriptural reasoning by which the forbidden demon­
according to the Douay Version) If we do not keep this ism has been adopted into the religious organization and 
commandment, we do not love the Lord God, the Father thereby millions of demon-worshipers have been taken in 
of our Savior Jesus Christ. as supposed "converts''. Under the subheading "Assimila-

Besides the foregoing commandment, note also the follow- tive Power", Cardinal Newman's Essay says, on page 371: 
ing quoted from the accepted Catholic Version: "Go not "Confiding in the power of Christianity to resist the infec-
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tion of evil, and to transmute the very instruments and 
appendages of DEMON-WORSHIP to an evangelical use, and 
feeling also that these usages had originally come from 
primitive revelations and from the instinct of nature, 
though they had been corrupted; and that they must invent 
what they needed, if they did not use what they found; 
and that they were moreover possessed of the very arche­
types, of which paganism attempted the shadows; the 
rulers of the [Roman Catholic] Church from early times 
were prepared, should the occasion arise, to adopt, or 
imitate, or sanction the existing rites and customs of the 
populace, as well as the philosophy of the educated class." 

On page 373 of his Essay Cardinal Newman specifically 
names some of the said "instruments and appendages of 
demon-worship", when he writes the following: "The use of 
temples, and these dedicated to particular saints, and orna­
mented on occasions with branches of trees; incense, lamps, 
and candles; votive offerings on recovery from illness; holy 
water; asylums; holy-days and seasons, use of calendars, 
processions, blessings on the fields; sacerdotal vestments, 
the tonsure, the ring in marriage, turning to the East, 
images at a later date, perhaps the ecclesiastical chant, and 
the Kyrie Eleison, are all of pagan origin, and sanctified 
by their adoption into the [Roman Catholic] Church." 
Cardinal Newman might also have mentioned the adoption 
of the "trinity'' doctrine, and the doctrine of the "immor­
tality of the human soul", and other doctrines of pagan 
origination. But this learned clergyman has said enough, 
so that there is no doubt from his testimony that the cere­
monies practiced by the Roman Catholic religious system 
originated with the deceitful demons; and that such cere­
monies and practices were carried on by Pagan Rome and 
adopted by the Roman Catholic religious organization. 
Cardinal Newman attempts to picture this as the "develop­
ment of Christian doctrine'', but in reality he shows it to 
be the death-dealing corruption of Christian doctrine. It cer­
tainly cannot be called "pure religion", or, "religion clean 
and undefiled before God."-Jas. 1: 27; Douay Version. 

Take another authoritative Roman Catholic publication, 
the book The Faith of Our Fathers by the late American 
cardinal, James Cardinal Gibbons, and which book is very 
popular in American circles. In it the cardinal gives some 
explanation of the Roman Catholic doctrine of "purgatory'', 
and then to uphold his attempted interpretation of the 
Scriptures he says: "This interpretation is not mine. It is 
the unanimous voice of the Fathers of Christendom." Note 
that the cardinal does not say it is the voice of the apostles 
of Jesus Christ. The cardinal accepts the private interpreta­
tion of the so-called "fathers of Christendom", and thereby 
the cardinal shoves aside the inspired writing of the apostle 
Peter, namely: "Understanding this first, that no prophecy 
of scripture is made by private interpretation. For prophecy 
came not by the will of man at any time: but the holy men 
of God spoke, inspired by the Holy Ghost."-2 Pet. 1: ~O, 
21, Douay Version. 

The apostle Peter taught no "purgatory" doctrine, nor 
did any of his fellow apostles. The entire Bible, from Genesis 
to the Apocalypse, flatly contradicts the "purgatory'' doc­
trine as taught by the Roman Catholic organization and 
copied from the Buddhist religion. This is proof conclusive 
that such doctrine proceeds from the demons whose religion 

the Lord God condemns in his Word. This Roman Catholic 
(but not Christian) doctrine of "purgatory'' is, in sub­
stance, this: 'That man possesses an immortal soul; that at 
the time of the dissolution of the body at death only the 
body dies, but this soul lives on forever; that the wicked 
soul suffers eternal torment in the depths of hell; that all 
Roman Catholic souls in purgatory, which is a place 
supposed to be intermediate between hea>en and the depths 
of hell, spend an indefinite time there; and that in purga­
tory the human soul is conscious but wholly unable to help 
itself, although it can still pray for persons alive on the 
earth; and that such soul, not by its own prayers but by 
the prayers and masses of those on earth, may be saved 
in the long process of time.'-See The Faith of Our Fathers, 
chapter 16. 

The artist Dore, copying the Italian poet Dante's descrip­
tions in his poem on "Purgatory'', drew many pictures 
purporting to represent "purgatory'', and some years ago 
the motion picture industry produced a gruesome motion 
picture based on Dante's poem on "Purgatory'' for display 
on the screen. But such poetic and artistic descriptions and 
pictures could have originated only in the mind of a person 
under the power and influence of the demons, and not under 
the influence of the Holy Scriptures, the Bible. That the 
doctrine of purgatorial torments of the human soul after 
death originated with the "prince of the demons'', Satan the 
Devil, is clearly shown by the sacred scriptures of the 
Bible. These tell us of Satan's lie to Eve in Eden, when 
he said to Eve: "Ye shall not surely die: for God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." 
(Gen. 3 : 1-5) This statement Satan made to Eve in response 
to her answer to him that the Lord God, the Creator, had 
commanded Adam and his wife not to eat of the forbidden 
fruit. Satan then contradicted God, which act made Satan 
a liar, and he told Eve that, when she did eat in disobedi­
ence to God, she would become "as gods" and would not 
die. The yielding of Eve to that lie with the hope that she 
and her husband might become "as gods" was the beginning 
of demon religion among human creatures. The actual result 
of yielding to Satan's contradiction of .Jehovah God was 
that Adam and Eve were shortly thereafter condemned to 
death, and in less than a thousand years they died and 
returned to the dust of the ground from which they were 
taken. That Satan the Devil thus brought about their death 
by this religious means is clearly shown in Scripture. 
-Rom. 5: 12; John 8: 44. 

Satan, "the prince of the demons," is the adversary of 
Jehovah God. The Bible contains the word of Almighty 
God, which word of God is the truth. (John 17 : 17; Ps. 
119: 105) Any doctrine taught by men that contradicts the 
Word of Almighty God is a lie, and such doctrine or lie 
proceeds from the adversary, Satan the Devil, and his 
associated demons. The doctrines and practices of the Cath­
olic religious system are specifically contradicted by the 
Bible. That is particularly true "with reference to "purga­
tory''; to the primacy of the pope; to the dead as being 
more alive than ever; to prayers for the dead; to the doc­
trine and claim that the true church of God is founded upon 
Peter; to holy water, to images and the veneration of those 
canonized as "saints"; and to many other doctrines, rites 
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and practices. These things, viewed from the pure, written 
Word of God, prove that the Roman Catholic religion is 
demonism. Sad to relate, by such practice of demonism 
under the assumed name "Christianity'' many credulous 
people are led fully into the snare of the Devil and ulti-

mately into the destruction that awaits all the wicked, 
deceitful demons and their prince. Those who seek the 
salvation that God offers through Jesus Christ will faith­
fully stick to His pure Word of truth and will resist the 
religious attempt to Catholicize Christianity. 

AMOS PROPHESIES AMIDST OPPOSITION 

A MOS pastures his flocks between the fortress of Tekoa 
in the mountains of Judah and the Salt sea. In his 
solitude he often meditates on Jehovah's law and 

prophecies, and never tires of seeing Jehovah's creation in 
the heavens and on earth. Often he thinks of the surround­
ing nations, Damascus, Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon, and 
Moab and their cruelty and opposition to Jehovah's name­
people. It hurts him to think that even his own beloved 
Judah has not always been a land wholly for Jehovah's 
worship, but has often rejected his law and fallen to wor­
shiping idols; but now King Uzziah reigns in Judah, and he 
is a stickler for God's law. How different the conditions are 
in Israel to the north! 

Jeroboam, king of Israel, has extended the boundaries of 
the kingdom to the northernmost limits God had long ago 
promised; and the land is rich and prosperous, but the ruler 
and subjects are corrupt, worshiping the golden calves 
instead of Jehovah, and violating justice and decency for 
the sake of self-gratification. All this grieves Amos. 

He finds comfort in thinking of Jehovah and His worship 
at His House in Jerusalem. Then, about 811 B.C., in vision 
.Amos hears Jehovah's voice thundering from his temple on 
~fount Zion with a roar louder than the roar of all the lions 
he has ever heard. He sees the pasture lands ruined, and 
even the garden park of Carmel ridge withered. When he 
understands what Jehovah is saying, he realizes it is a 
declaration of judgment against the surrounding nations 
and also against Judah and Israel: "After crime upon crime 
of Damascus I will not relent, for they crushed and tortured 
Gilead; so I fling fires of war on Hazael's house, to burn up 
Benhadad's palaces, I shatter the defences of Damascus, 
... I fling fires of war on [Philistine] Gaza's walls, to burn 
up its palaces, I wipe out the chieftains from Ashdod, the 
sceptred king from Ashkelon, I strike my blows at Ekron, 
till the last of the Philistines perish- ... I fling fires of 
war upon the ''lalls of Tyre, to burn up its palaces .... 
I fling fires of war on [Edomite] Teman, to burn up 
Busaireh's palaces .... I set fire to Rabbah's walls, to burn 
up its palaces, amid shouts on the day of battle, amid storm­
ing on the day of blasts, till their king is carried off to exile, 
he together with his nobles- ... I fling fires of war on 
::\Ioab, to burn up Keriyyoth's palaces, amid shouts and the 
blare of trumpets; I wipe out their monarch and slay all 
his nobles with him- ... I fling fires of war on Judah, to 
burn up the palaces of Jerusalem .... 

"After crime upon crime of Israel I will not relent, for 
they sell honest folk for money, the needy for a pair of 
shoes, they trample down the poor like dust, and humble 
souls they harry; ... prophets you forbade to prophesy. 
So now I make your steps collapse, as a cart collapses, laden 
with sheaves; and flight shall fail the swift, the sturdy shall 
not hold their own, the warrior shall not escape alive, the 
archer shall not stand his ground, quick-footed men shall 

not get clear, horsemen shall not escape, and even the 
stalwarts in the ranks shall strip and run upon that day." 
-Amos 1: 2-2: 16, Moffatt. 

Hardly has the vision ended and Amos recovered from his 
astonishment when he hears Jehovah say to him: "Go, 
prophesy unto my people Israel." (Amos 7: 15) Immedi­
ately Amos obeyed; entrusting his flocks to another herds­
man, he went north, past Bethlehem and Jerusalem, to the 
land of Israel, and there began to prophesy: 

"Hear this word that Jehovah hath spoken against yon, 
O children of Israel, against the whole family which I 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, saying, You only haYe 
I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will 
visit upon you all your iniquities." ( 3: 1, 2, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
No sooner had he started to prophesy, than the Israelite 
state priests began to oppose his preaching there. But Amos, 
having heard Jehovah speak, knew that the proclamation 
of that message was as inevitable as a shudder of fear when 
a lion roars, and that no man could stop it; so he said: "The 
lion hath roared; who will not fear [or, shudder]? The Lord 
Jehovah hath spoken; who can but prophesy?" (Amos 3: 8, 
Am. Stan. Ver.; Moffatt) Even after much preaching Amo<; 
sees that the Israelites do not return to Jehovah but con­
tinue their false worship at Bethel and Gilgal; so he delivers 
to them God's message calling attention to this, and then 
gives them God's solemn warning: "Therefore thus will I 
do unto thee, 0 Israel; and because I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel. For, lo, he that formeth 
the mountains, and createth the wind, and declareth unto 
man what is his thought; that maketh the morning darkness, 
and treadeth upon the high places of the earth-Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, is his name."-Amos 4: 12, 13, Ani. Stan. 
Ver. 

In spite of mounting opposition Amos continues boldly 
declaring God's message to Israel. He sees clearly that they 
hate him for telling them the truth that exposes them. 
Though they tell him it would be wiser to keep quiet at 
such a time and that everything will turn out all right 
anyway, he continues fulfilling his God-given commission to 
preach.-Amos 5: 10, 13, 15; 6: 1-14. 

In vision Amos sees Jehovah bringing up locusts to 
destroy the crops. Upon Amos' plea for mercy Jehovah 
relents. Then Amos sees Jehovah bringing fire down to burn 
land and sea; but again Jehovah grants Amos' request and 
relents. (.Amos 7: 1-6) Then in vision Amos sees the Lord 
standing beside a wall with a plumb line in his hand, and 
he hears Jehovah say, "Amos, what do you see?" Amos 
replies, "A plumb-line." Then the Lord says, ''"With a 
plumb-line I test my people; never again will I pardon 
them, but Isaac's heights shall 'be laid waste, the shrines 
of Israel shall be ruined, and I will attack Jeroboam's 
house with the sword."-Amos 7: 7-9, ltlofjaft. 
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Afterward Amos declares the whole vision at Bethel. 
When he :finishes, he sees the Bethel priest Amaziah rush 
toward his own quarters. Later he learns that Amaziah has 
written King Jeroboam, accusing Amos of conspiring 
against the king. Armed with the authority of the king's 
answer, Amaziah says to Amos: ''You dreamer! Be off to 
Judah and earn your living there; play the p:i;ophet there, 
but never again at Bethel, for it is the royal shrine, the 
national temple." (Amos 7: 12, 13, Moffatt) Does that intim­
idate Amos? Does he stop prophesying in Israel and run 
back to Judah 1 On the contrary, he is more determined 
than ever to continue preaching in Israel, the territory 
God has assigned him, and he boldly answers Amaziah: "I 
was no prophet, neither was I one of the sons of the proph­
ets; but I was a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore-trees: 
and Jehovah took me from following the flock, and Jehovah 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. Now 
therefore hear thou the word of Jehovah: Thou sayest, 
Prophesy not against Israel, and drop not thy word against 
the house of Isaac; therefore thus saith Jehovah: Thy wife 
shall be a harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters 
shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by 
line; and thou thyself shalt die in a land that is unclean, 
and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of his land." 
-Amos 7: 14-17, Am. Stan. Ver., margin. 

Jehovah rewards Amos' determination and boldness with 
another vision. Amos sees a basket of ripe fruit, and he 
hears Jehovah say, "Amos, what do you see?" Amos answers, 
"A basket of ripe fruit." Jehovah says to him, "So is the 
doom ripe for my people Israel; never again will I pardon 
them. The temple hymns shall change to howls, as corpse on 
corpse is flung out with a 'Hush!'" (Amo~ 8: 1-3, Mtffatt) 
Amos tells Israel of this vision, and continues: "Hear this, 
0 ye that would swallow up the needy, and cause the poor 
of the land to fail, sayirnr, When will the new moon be gone, 
that we may sell grain'! and the sabbath, that we may set 
forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel [price] 
great, and dealing falsely with balances of deceit; that we 
may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of 
shoes, and sell the refuse of the wheat1 Jehovah hath sworn 
by the excellency of Jacob, surely I will never forget any 
of their works. Shall not the land tremble for this, and 
every one mourn that dwelleth thereinY"---8: 4-8, Am. Stan. 
Ver. 

Seeing the people's utter disregard of God's words, and 
witnessing the reproach they bring upon God's name, Amos 

longs for the time when Jehovah will clear His name·and 
word. Jehovah appears to Amos in a vision and further 
assures him of the complete and inescapable destruction he 
is bringing on His opposers : ''I will slay the last of them 
with the sword: there shall not one of them flee away, and 
there shall not one of them escape. Though they dig into 
Sheol, thence shall my hand take them; and though they 
climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down. And 
though they hide themselves. in the top of Carmel, I will 
search and take them out thence; and though they be hid 
from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will I com­
mand the serpent, and it shall bite them. And though they 
go into captivity before their enemies, thence will I com­
mand the sword, and it shall slay them : and I will set mine 
eyes upon them for evil, and not for good. For the Lord, 
Jehovah of hosts, is he that toucheth the land and it melteth, 
and all that dwell therein shall mourn."-Amos 9: 1-5, Am. 
Stan. Ver. 

Then, after Amos' steadfastness in delivering the burden 
of adverse judgment, Jehovah gives him a message of com­
fort and hope concerning the freeing of His name-people 
from captivity and their subsequent prosperity: "In that 
day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up its 
ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old; that they 
may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the nations that 
are called by my name, saith Jehovah that doeth this. 
Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that the plowman 
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, 
and all the hills shall melt. And I wi.ll bring back the 
captivity of my people Israel, anJ they shall build the waste 
cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, 
and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, 
and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their 
land, and they shall no more be plucked up out of their 
land which I have given them, saith .Jehovah thy God." 
-9: 11-15, Am. Stan. Ver. 

Just as Amos relied on God's backing and let nothing 
intimidate him but continued boldly prophesying amidst 
the greatest opposition of Israel, .so likewise Jehovah's wit­
nesses today continue to declare to Christendom Jehovah's 
adverse judgment in spite of all the persecution and 
opposition she can bring against them, for Jehovah's wit­
nesses know that Jehovah has commanded them to preach; 
they have already experienced his infallible backing. 

FIELD EXPERIENCE 
''While engaged in doing house-to-house work in my 

territory in the city I had an interesting experience, 
which I thought would be of interest to your office, as it 
concerns the Quebec issue. I called on Mr. --- , M.P., 
C.C.F., for this constituency. He was very cordial, invit­
ing me in, and opened the conversation himself on the 
Quebec situation, discussing it at some length. He said he 
was quite aware of the rotten state of affairs in Quebec, 
that we have no real democracy, and also that the situation 
was dynamite, politically. Mr. informed me that 
the O.C.F. were preparing a bill guaranteeing freedom of 
worship, which will be introduced at the next session of 
Parliament. He admitted that Jehovah's witnesses were 
carrying on vital educational work in Quebec, and that all 

Canada would benefit by our taking the issue to the courts. 
He also expressed his hope that we would carry our fight 
to the limit, and that they would be right behind us. This 
opened an excellent opportunity for a further witness. I 
presented the literature, with the result that he accepted 
'The Prince of Peace' booklet and the Leaflet Quebec's 
Burning Hate, and after looking through the copy of 
Awake! he expressed his desire to subscribe for one year. 
He said he could not understand why we don,'t vote, that 
he thought we had a lot in common, however, but use 
different methods. Much interest has been aroused here as 
elsewhere through distribution of the leaflet and publicity 
through the press. Mmiy express their indignation and 
disgust with Quebec." 




