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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." - Isaiah 5 ¢:I.J. 
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of bis creation and bis active ai;ent In cr~atlng all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelleu against Jehovah and raised 
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"THE GOD OF HOPE" 
"Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing."-Rom. 15: 13. 

JEHOVAH is the "God of hope". About six thou­
sand years ago, when the basic cause for the 
perplexing world situation of 1948 was laid, the 

need of a hope for all future mankind arose. At that 
early time Jehovah God in his mercy gave it. 

2 The first human pair, Adam and Eve in the 
garden of Eden, were then about to be sentenced to 
death for rebelling against the law of their Creator 
and Ruler, Jehovah God. Adam, as a perfect man 
created by God, had received his life from God and 
was a "son of God". God's own Word speaks of him 
as having been such. (Luke 3: 38) No heavenly, 
angelic, spiritual hope was set before this creature 
of flesh and blood. He was earthy and hence of the 
earth. As long as he continued in innocence and 
obedience toward God he had set before him the hope 
of eternal life in an earthly paradise. Only in the day 
that he broke the simple law of his Creator and 
showed rebellion would he die: "Of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die." (Gen. 2: 17) When sentence was pro­
nounced upon Adam and his wife, Jehovah God told 
the man that he would not die at once on that 24-hour 
day, but would work long and hard at the soil outside 
the garden of Eden until he returned to the dust 
from which he was taken. He had been meant to be 
father to the human race, and he would still become 
father to the race, because God then told his wife 
that she would become the mother of many children; 
she would have a multiplied conception of children, 
but with much pain.-Gen. 3: 16-19. 

3 No perfect human race would now come into 
existence. Instead, a sinful, imperfect, degenerate, 
dying race would be born to parents that had been 
dismissed from the family of God due to sinful dis­
obedience. As God's Word describes the outcome of 
matters: "By one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned."-Rom. 5: 12. 

•Why, then, did Jehovah God let Adam and Eve 
live for centuries and produce children and thus our 
race of mankind come into existence 1 God's con­
demnation rested upon Adam and Eve. By the laws 

of heredity that he had established, all their off­
spring, all human creation, from birth on, would be 
subject to vanity, or to human frailty and corrup­
tion, to leanings toward perverseness, foolishness 
and empty unprofitableness. All the pleasures of 
existence would be fleeting because of the certainty 
of death for the imperfect, condemned human crea­
ture. To this day, about six thousand years since the 
birth of the first human child, mankind has been 
unable to escape this "vanity'', by human efforts. By 
permitting human creatures to be born under such 
conditions the Almighty God, Jehovah, was subject­
ing all human creation to such "vanity" without our 
willing it. But whyT Was not this an injustice to us 
all, tantalizing us with a brief taste of existence 
under such vain conditions f Not at all! It was an 
unspeakable mercy to us all. God did not instantly 
destroy Adam and Eve childless, but mercifully let 
the human creation be born subject to all this "van­
ity" because of the precious hope that he set before 
all human creatures. 

5 One of Jehovah's inspired writers calls our atten­
tion to this in a letter to the Christian congregation 
at Rome. He says: "For I reckon that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward. 
For the earnest expectation of the creation waiteth 
for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation 
was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but by 
reason of him who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself also shall be delivered from the bond­
age of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the 
children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. 
... For in hope were we saved: but hope that is seen 
is not hope: for who hopeth for that which he see th 1 
But if we hope for that which we see not, then do we 
with patience wait for it."-Rom. 8: 18-25, American 
Standard Version. 

6 We were certainly subjected to this vanity not 
according to our own will. Our first parents, Adam 
and Eve, disobediently fell from perfection and de­
parted from the family of children of God. We had 
nothing to do with it. Of our parents' will we were 

1, 2. When did the need of a hope for all mankind nl1se, and why? 
3, 4. Sub;ect to what did God let mankind be born, and why? II, 6, How, without onr w1llin; It, did God subject mankind in hope? 
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born into this vanity, and none of us as children of 
God. How, then, did God subject all of our human 
creation to vanity, but in a hope by which we could 
be saved T And when? His Vv ord answers us. He 
subjected our human creation in hope by saying what 
he did there in the garden of Eden just before he 
sentenced Adam and Eve to hard labor, painful 
reproduction of children, and death. Before sentenc­
ing Adam and Eve, Jehovah God as judge addressed 
himself to Satan the Devil, who had used the decep­
tive serpent to induce Eve and Adam into death­
dealing disobedience to God. Jehovah said to the 
Devil, represented by the serpent: "Dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity 
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed: he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel." (Gen. 3: 14, 15, .Am. Stan. Ver.) That 
statement against that old Serpent, Satan the Devil, 
summed up a great hope, a positive hope that the 
great introducer of wickedness and all those follow­
ing him would be destroyed by a deliverer. 

1 It was first after distinguishing himself as the 
"God of hope" by sentencing Satan the Devil with 
those words that Jehovah God spoke to Eve and 
Adam about bringing forth children. If it were not 
for this hope of salvation there would have been no 
profit for the human creation to be born from Adam 
and Eve. If it had not been for this hope of deliver­
ance by the Seed of God's "woman", Almighty God 
would not have permitted the disobedient human pair 
to live further and bring forth the human creation 
:;;ubject to the present vanity. But the hope that He 
~et forth in his mercy made it worth while for those 
men and women to be born who would believe the 
hope, act upon it and gain salvation by it. Their 
being subject for the few years of this life to the 
Yanities under the Devil's rule was better than not 
coming into existence at all. It opened up a wonder­
ful opportunity, and subjection to vanity would not 
be worthy of being compared with the future blessed­
ness and glory that God's hope would make possible 
for them as free sons of God. 

THE ONE APPOINTED AS OUR HOPE 

a As soon as Jehovah God announced the Seed of 
his "woman" that promised Seed became the One 
whom He appointed as the only hope of all mankind 
that would be born. That Seed alone would be God's 
instrument or servant to deliver the human creation 
from the "vanity'' to which they were subject by 
descent from the condemned sinners Adam and Eve. 
That Seed or Offspring would be by God's "woman" 
and hence would be the Son of God. Almighty God 
the Father would produce him and give him power to 
crush the head of the Serpent, Satan the Devil, after 
1. With what Is our subjection to vanity not worth comparison? 
8. Whom did the •·God of hope" appoint as mankind'• only hope': 

he had suffered a heel-wound from that old Serpent. 
Because the promise in Eden came from Jehovah 
God, and because the final fulfillment of it rests with 
him, Jehovah is the "God of hope" and is primarily 
the hope of all human creation for deliverance from 
the vain bondage of corruption into the glorious 
lasting liberty of sonship to God. Hence, from the 
days of Abel, second son of Adam and Eve, Jehovah 
God has been the hope of all believing, faithful men 
and women.-Jer. 14: 7, 8 and 50: 7, .Am.Stan. Ver. 

' Jehovah's promise to provide a Seed from his 
"woman" was a promise to set up a righteous world­
government with the Seed as its King. For centuries 
the forefathers of the nation of Israel kept looking 
to Jehovah in hope that he would provide the royal 
Seed. Among the faithful forefathers was Abraham 
of the twentieth century B.C., and in his days J eho­
vah God gave fresh proof that he had not forgotten 
or swerved from his Edenic promise to raise up the 
royal Seed of deliverance. When Abraham was 
seventy-five years old God brought him into the land 
of Palestine and promised to give this childless 
Abraham a seed to whom He would give the land. 
(Gen.12: 7) Abraham grew twenty-four years older, 
but yet he had no seed by his woman, his wife Sarah. 
Still he held on to Jehovah's promise or covenant 
that his seed would be like the stars of heaven. (Gen. 
15: 1-5) The apostle Paul says of Abraham: "Who in 
hope believed against hope, to the end that he might 
become a father of many nations, according to that 
which had been spoken, So shall thy seed be. And 
without being weakened in faith he considered his 
own body now as good as dead (he being about a 
hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's 
womb; yet, looking unto the promise of God, he 
wavered not through unbelief, but waxed strong 
through faith, giving glory to God, and being fully 
assured that what he had promised, he was able also 
to perform."-Rom. 4: 18-21, Am. Stan. Ver. 

10 At a hundred years of age Abraham became 
father to a son by his woman Sarah, namely, Isaac. 
Years later, when Isaac was a stalwart lad, Jehovah 
God foreshadowed that the Seed of his "woman" was 
to be bruised at the heel by the Serpent and die a 
sacrificial death. At that time God called upon Abra­
ham to sacrifice his beloved Isaac upon an altar at 
Mount Moriah, near Jerusalem. At Mount Moriah 
Abraham proceeded to do so, without losing faith in 
God's promise of the Seed. Why1 Because Abraham 
believed in God's power to resurrect the dead. Again 
the apostle Paul writes of Abraham's faith and says: 
"By faith Abraham, being tried, offered up Isaac: 
yea, he that had gladly received the promises was 
offering up his only begotten son; even he to whom 
it was said, Zn Isaac shall thy seed be called: account-
9. Why was Abraham obliged, In hope, to believe agauist hope? 
10. Why muet the Seed be AbrRham·~ and be re~urrected from death? 
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ing that God is able to raise up, even from the dead; 
from whence he did also in a figure receive him 
back." (Heb. 11: 17-19, Am.Stan. Ver.) After Jeho­
vah's angel stopped Abraham from sacrificing Isaac 
and provided a ram for the altar instead, Jehovah 
said to Abraham: "I will multiply thy seed as the 
sfars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon 
the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of 
his enemies; and in thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed." (Gen. 22: 17, 18) This covenant 
or solemn promise proved not only that God held to 
his original Edenic promise concerning the woman's 
Seed but that the Seed would come through Abra­
ham's line of descent. ·when Abraham received his 
son Isaac as if from sacrificial death, it pictured that 
God would raise his own Son from the dead after his 
heel-wound. 

11 Since all nations and families of the earth are 
promised to be blessed in the Seed of the "woman", 
the Seed of Abraham, this Seed is the One that J eho­
vah God has appointed in whom all the nations, 
including those of A.D. 1948, must hope. Who is that 
Seed of hope 1 It is a descendant of Abraham through 
King David of Jerusalem. For that reason he is 
called "the Son of David" and is the heir of the ever­
lasting throne and kingdom that Jehovah promised 
to fi."\: in the royal line of David. (2 Sam. 7:12-17) 
It was not left for crooked politicians and worldly 
religious priests and clergymen to identify who this 
Seed of the "woman", this Seed of Abraham and 
Son of David, is. Speaking to a multitude of the Jews 
at the temple in Jerusalem, the apostle Peter under 
inspiration of God's spirit identified the Seed as 
.Jesus Christ and said: "Ye are the sons of the proph­
ets, and of the covenant which God made ·with your 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed. Unto you first 
God, having raised up his Servant, sent him to bless 
you, in turning away every one of you from your 
iniquities." (Acts H:25,2li, Am.Stan.Ver.) Years 
afterward Paul wrote under inspiration and said: 
"Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to 
his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many 
[seeds]; but as of one [seed], Arid to thy seed, which 
is Christ." (Gal. 3: 16, Am. Stan. Ver.) There is no 
room for uncertainty: Jesus Christ, the Son of David 
who was the son of Jesse, is the Seed for blessing all 
the nations and in whom all the nations muet hope. 

THE CHOSEN SERVANT 

12 Jesus Christ, then, was definitely the One whom 
Jehovah God meant when he said by his prophet 
[saiah: "Behold, my servant, whom I uphold; my 
chosen, in whom my soul delighteth: I have put my 
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 
11 Whom did Peter and Paul Identify Abraham'e Se00 to be? 
1 ~ How do we know In who•e name thP nations mu•t hope? 

nations .... he will bring forth justice in truth. He 
will not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 
justice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his 
law." (Isa. 42: 1-4, Am. Stan. Ver., margin) All 
human, private interpretation of this prophecy is 
avoided when we turn to the inspired account of the 
apostle Matthew, who tells of Jesus' many miracles 
of relieving the sick and ailing and then says: "He 
healed them all, and charged them that they should 
not make him known: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying, 
Behold, my servant whom I have chosen; My beloved 
in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit 
upon him, and he shall declare judgment to the 
nations .... till he send forth judgment unto victory. 
And in his name shall the nations hope."-Matt. 
12: 15-21, Am. Stan. Ver., margin. 

18 Paul was an apostle of the hope and spoke of 
himself as "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus 
Christ, which is our hope". (1 Tim. 1: 1) That all 
nations might make Jesus Christ their hope, Paul 
went preaching among the Gentile nations. To back 
up his preaching to these non-Jews he quoted a num­
ber of Bible prophecies and added that of Isaiah 
11: 10, saying: "And again, Isaiah saith, There shall 
be the root of Jesse, and he that arise th to rule aver 
the nations; on him shall the nations hope. Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ­
ing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power of 
the holy spirit." (Rom. 15: 12, 13, Am. Stan. Ver., 
margin) Manifestly Christendom's religious clergy 
do not obey God's command through Isaiah nor do 
they follow the apostle Paul's example. In this world 
crisis they declare the hope of the world to be the 
United Nations or some other man-made makeshift 
for God's kingdom by Christ Jesus, the Seed of his 
"woman". Jehovah God will not fill such religionists 
with all joy and peace and abounding hope, inasmuch 
as they do not believe in Jehovah's appointed 
Servant, "our hope." 

RESURRECTION OF THE SEED 

"Jesus Christ on earth was not subject to vanity 
along with the rest of human creation, and he needed 
no deliverance from it. This was owing to the fact 
that he did not receive his life from Adam, but was 
the Son of God from heaven, and his heavenly life 
was tr an sf erred to the womb of a virgin descended 
from King David. As his life was from God, no con­
demnation, sinfulness, corruption and deathliness 
attached to Jesus by birth from the Jewish virgin, 
but he grew up to be a mature man in perfection. 
He was thus able to off er himself as a perfect sacri­
fice on God's altar in behalf of mankind and thus 
13. Why, "1th good bachlng, dlrl Paul prPa•·h am.,ng Gentile nation•! 
H. Why <·an JP•ns ll• High PrlP•t frpp u• fro111 'anlty and bondage! 
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become a true High Priest to Jehovah God. God's 
Word accordingly says of him: "Such an high priest 
became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; 
who ... offered up himself." (Heb. 7: 26, 27) This 
vital fact makes it all the more necessary that we 
put our hope in him. Only by means of him can we 
be delivered from the vanity and bondage to which 
we are subject from birth. 

iG The Son of God came down and became a perfect 
man that he might taste death as a sacrifice and 
vindicate God's promise as to the Seed and undo all 
the wicked work of that old Serpent Satan the Devil 
by bruising the Serpent's head. All those from among 
the human creation who were to become children of 
God were partakers of flesh and blood, and so to 
deliver them from the bondage to the corruption of 
death the Son of God must become flesh and blood 
also, but not subject to vanity and corruption. His 
death must be due, not to mankind's inherited bond­
age to death and corruption, but to being bruised 
at the heel by the Serpent for his faithful integrity 
to God. To be a sacrificial death for the ransoming 
of enslaved mankind his death must be that of an 
innocent perfect man acceptable to God. God's Word 
explains it to us thus, saying: "Forasmuch then as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same; that through 
death [for every man] he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their life­
time subject to bondage. For verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed 
of Abraham." (Heb. 2: 14-16) Satan the Devil was 
permitted to wield the power to persecute and inflict 
death upon those who turned to God. For this reason 
many men and women, out of fear of such death at 
the Devil's hands, were held in bondage to sin and 
the Devil. But now Jesus, by his sacrificial death, 
could nullify the death inflicted on men by the Devil, 
because Jesus could raise them from the dead. 

16 Jesus had no fear of death at the instance of the 
Devil and his wicked seed; but in obedience to J eho­
vah's promise in Eden he yielded to being bruised at 
the heel by the Serpent. He knew that the Serpent, 
Satan the Devil, could kill or inflict death only upon 
the human body, but had no power over his future 
life or soul. He feared Almighty God, who was able 
15, lll. (a) What kind o! death must there be to bring Satan to nothing? 
(b) How does Jeans free men trom llfelong bondage In fear? 

to raise him out of death. That God might be pleased 
to do so, Jesus remained innocent and faithful to 
God to the cruel death at the hands of Satan's seed. 
But by his very death he proved himself worthy to 
be the victorious 8eed of God's "woman" to bring to 
nothing the wicked Serpent, the Devil, who has 
always misused the power of death. Jesus Christ the 
Seed will undo all the death that the Devil has 
inflicted throughout the centuries upon those choos­
ing God's free service. Because of this power to 
nullify the power of the Devil, Jesus Christ the Seed 
now frees many men and women who, because of 
fearing the devilish power of death, were in slavery 
to him and sin all their past lifetime. These now 
enjoy the liberty of the children of God. 

11 Jesus' destiny as the Bruiser of the Serpent's 
head depended on the resurrection power of Jehovah 
God his Father. A small remnant of the Jews of 
Jesus' day had pinned their hope to him as the 
chosen Servant of God who was to establish the 
kingdom of God and deliver his chosen nation of 
Israel. But when Jesus died on the torture stake, 
seemingly forsaken of God and, as it were, bruised 
at the heel by the Serpent, it appeared as if all hope 
had been crushed for such remnant of believing Jews. 
On the third day following his death and burial his 
disciples said: "The chief priests and our rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to death, and cru­
cified him. But we hoped that it was he who should 
redeem Israel." (Luke 24: 20, 21,.Am.Stan. Ver.) But 
when Jesus disclosed himself to them as resurrected 
from the dead on that third day, their hope became 
alive again. It became a ''living hope". But they still 
needed to be set straight as to what to expect and 
upon what to fix their desire. When the apostle 
Nathanael first met Jesus he said to him: "Thou art 
the Son of God; thou art King of Israel"; and till 
now the apostles had in mind the earthly nation of 
natural Israel. Hence on the fortieth day after Jesus' 
resurrection and just before he ascended back to 
heaven, they "asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel 1" (John 
1: 49; Acts 1: 6, Am. Stan. Ver.) After his ascent to 
heaven, then they realized he would not be an earthly 
king over Israel. Only a heavenly king at God's 
right hand could bruise the mighty superhuman 
Serpent's head. Jehovah's resurrecting of Jesus as 
an immortal spirit person made it possible for Jesus 
to be King at God's right hand to do that. 
17. Upon what power did JesUl!' destlny as "our hope" depend? 

"A LIVING HOPE" 

A FTER Jesus' resurrection and ascension to of good-will today, nineteen centuries later, may 
heaven as a glorified spirit creature, what entertain 7 Writing to Christians in the first century 
became the correct hope of his faithful dis-

ciples on earth t And is this the hope that all persons the apostle Peter says: "Blessed be the God and 
1. To what doea Peter say the Christians were begotten? By what? Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 
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his great mercy begat us again unto a living hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
unto an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who by the power of God are guarded through faith 
mto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little 

while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in mani­
fold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved 
by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ: whom not 
having i;;een ye love; on whom, though now ye see 
him not, yet believing, ye rejoice greatly with joy 
uni:>peakable and full of glory: receiving the end of 
your faith, even the salvation of your souls." (1 Pet. 
1: 3-9, Am. Stan. Ver.) It was to a "living hope" that 
the first and early members of the Christian congre­
gation were begotten again by God, and the resur­
rection of Jesus Christ from the death state had an 
important connection with it. 

2 Peter's words make it most clear that the living 
hope is that of eternal life in heaven for the faithful 
Christian congregation of Jesus' footstep followers. 
The salvation of their souls with which their faith 
was to be rewarded was, not to life on a paradise 
earth, but to life in heaven. In heaven, says Peter, is 
where the incorruptible, undefiled and unfading 
inheritance is reserved for them; and it is to heaven 
that Jesus Christ went after his resurrection. This 
is why they no longer saw him, and this is why the 
later believers in him have never seen him, not even 
in the flesh. He is no longer flesh and blood, a perfect 
man, for "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God" and no man can see God and live.-1 Cor. 
15: 50: John 6: 46; Ex. 33: 20. 

3 Peter plainly tells us that Jesus was not resur­
rected as the human creature that he once was. In 
this same letter Peter writes: "Christ also suffered 
for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 
h~ might bring us to God; being put to death [how 1] 
in the flesh, but made alive [how1] in the spirit; in 
which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison." (1 Pet. 3: 18, 19, Arn.Stan. Ver.; Doiiay) 
Consequently Jesus Christ is not a human King, but 
a heavenly King, a spirit King, just as Jehovah God 
is a spirit and is a spirit Sovereign over all the uni­
verse. Jesus said: "God is a spirit." At his resur­
rection from the dead Jesus became glorious like 
God his Father, "the express image of his person," 
and "sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high; being made so much better than the angels". 
(John 4: 24; Heb. 1: 3, -1) Being mightier than the 
angels of heaven, the glorified Jesus Christ is far 
more powerful than the Serpent, Satan the Devil, 
2 Where, theu, ls their hope to be realized, au<l why? 
3. How 'l\'as .Tesu~ resurrected, and made better than whom? 

and can bruise him and all his demons in destruction. 
(Matt. 28: 18) He will do so. 

' The kingdom of the Seed of God's "woman" for 
which we may hope according to God's Edenic prom­
ise is a heavenly kingdom. The hope of the faithful 
congregation of Christ's footstep followers is to be 
associated with him in that kingdom. In harmony 
with this hope they keep out of the politics of the 
governments of this world and 'seek first the king­
dom of God and his righteousness', as Jesus' sermon 
on the mount instructs them. (Matt. 6: 33) Peter 
tells us that when Jesus ascended to heaven then 
Psalm 110: 1 was fulfilled, which says: "Jehovah 
saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until 
I make thine enemies thy footstool." (Acts 2: 32-36; 
Ps. 110: 1, Am. Stan. Ver.) Hence Jesus set a heaven­
ly hope before his victorious footstep followers when 
he said in the Revelation to the apostle John: "To 
him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne."-Rev. 3: 21. 

G To entertain hope of a place with Jesus Christ 
in his heavenly kingdom is a limited privilege, for 
this same Revelation discloses that only 144,000 
faithful overcomers will be enthroned with him 
in the Kingdom, which kingdom is symbolized by 
Mount Zion where King David once ruled. Revela­
tion 14: 1, 3 reads: ''Lo, a Lamb [Jesus the sacri­
ficed One] stood on the mount Sion, and with him 
an hundred forty and four thousand, having his 
Father's name written in their foreheads. And they 
sung as it were a new song before the throne, and 
... no man could learn that song but the hundred 
and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed 
from the earth." 

HOW BEGOTTEN AGAIN TO IT 

e Peter tells God's elect, or those chosen for the 
Kingdom, that God the Father begot them again to 
this living hope by resurrecting Jesus from the dead. 
It is not by Jesus' resurrection that his joint-heirs in 
the Kingdom are begotten again to the living hope. 
Jehovah God the Life-giver is the One that begets, 
produces, or becomes the Father of spiritual children 
for the heavenly kingdom. But the resurrection of 
his Son Jesus Christ was a basis for him to beget 
such additional spiritual children. How so 1 Because 
by the resurrection the bruised Seed of God's 
"woman" was brought back to life and could ascend 
to heaven and sit down at God's right hand. Also he 
could thus appear in the presence of God as His High 
Priest and could present to God the value or merit of 
the hmnan sacrifice that he laid down. By this sacri­
fice he could redeem his devoted followers from the 
~kind of throne must It be that 1esus promls~ Christians? 
5. How many will gain that throne? and how do we know this? 
a. How I~ It that God begets them by Christ's resurrection? 
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''bondage of corruption" and "vanity'' to which they 
were subjected through the sinner Adam. (Heb. 
9: 24) In a mighty argument to Christ's joint-heirs 
for the Kingdom the apostle writes: "If Christ be 
not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 
we are of all men most miserable. But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept. For since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as 
in A.dam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive." (1 Cor. 15: 17-22) The faithful Christians, 
therefore, have hope in Jesus Christ, not only in this 
life, but also in the promised kingdom. 

1 Not by Christ's resurrection in itself, but in view 
of that resurrection God the Father begets again the 
inheritors of a living heavenly hope. In his same first 
letter to the heavenly heirs Peter shows another 
powerful thing that enters into the matter of beget­
ting them again. It is the Word of God, from the 
days of Eden onward. Peter says to these spiritual 
children of God: "Love one another from the heart 
fervently: having been begotten again, not of cor­
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth ... for ever. And 
this is the word of good tidings which was preached 
unto you. Putting away therefore all wickedness, and 
all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 
speakings, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual 
milk which is without guile, that ye may grow there­
by unto salvation." (1 Pet. 1: 22 to 2: 2, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) That "milk" is from God's Word. 

8 To become heirs of an incorruptible inheritance 
reserved in heaven \Vi th Jesus Christ the King, it is 
necessary for the 144,000 to be begotten again by 
God the Father. Why begotten again 1 Because they, 
to begin with, had been begotten by Adam, and Adam 
could not beget anyone to spiritual, heavenly inherit­
ance. Adam was of this earth, earthy, and he had 
only earthly human prospects set before him by God 
his Creator. By natural procreation A.dam's children 
cannot rise higher in the scale of life than he their 
father. Moreover, when A.dam did beget children by 
his wife Eve, it was after they both had sinned and 
come under divine sentence and had fallen from 
human perfection into corruption. Through Adam 
death came upon all mankind. All his descendants 
were born to a dying existence, in bondage to cor­
ruption and subject to vanity. For them to be saved 
to everlasting life as human souls it would first be 
necessary for them to be redeemed from condemna­
tion and death by a ransom sacrifice; and to provide 
this the Son of God "was made flesh", "was made a 
little lower than the angels." (John 1: 14; Heb. 
7 'llitul!!'h what must the 144,000 be begotten again or anew? 
8. !l llo•' <lo they enter the heavenly Inheritance' and what follows? 

2: 9; Ps. 8: 4, 5) But for 144,000 of Adam's con­
demned offspring to become inheritors of the heaven­
ly kingdom with Jesus Christ now 'made so much 
better than the angels', they must not only be re­
deemed but also be begotten by a father different 
from Adam, a heavenly father who can bestow 
spirit life and a spiritual inheritance in heaven. To 
this end Jehovah God, the Father of Jesus Christ, 
has begotten them again, thus adopting them as his 
heirs.-Gal. 4: 4-7. 

9 These 144,000 Christian believers consecrate 
themselves to God and undertake to follow Jesus' 
steps till death. Their being begotten again is what 
makes them spiritual children of God and his heirs 
with a heavenly hope. As Jesus their Redeemer 
entered into the heavenly inheritance by laying aside 
his earthly human existence and by being resurrected 
from the dead, so too with the 144,000. They must 
enter their inheritance above by laying down human 
life and by being resurrected from death to life in 
heaven at the time that God's kingdom is established 
with the Seed of his "woman" in the throne. Then 
these spiritual children of God will be revealed or 
manifested in heavenly power with Jesus. Following 
this revelation the earthly blessings will be poured 
out upon all nations and families of the earth, all 
human creation. Hence God inspired the apostle Paul 
to write these words to the 144,000: 

10 "The spirit itself testifies together with our 
spirit, that we are children of God. And if children, 
also heirs; heirs, indeed, of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ; if indeed, we suffer together, so that we may 
be also glorified together. For I consider that the 
sufferings of the present time, as umvorthy of com­
parison with the future glory to be revealed in us. 
Indeed, the earnest expectation of the creation longs 
for the revelation of the sons of God. For the crea­
tion was made subject to frailty, (not voluntarily, but 
by hin1 who placed it under;) in hope that even the 
creation itself will be emancipated from the slavery 
of corruption, into the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groans together and travails in pain together till the 
present time. And not only it, but ourselves also, 
possessing the first-fruit of the spirit, even we our­
selves groan within ourselves, waiting for sonship 
[adoption],-the redemption of our body. For we 
were saved by the hope."-Rom. 8: 16-24, Emphatic 
Diaglott. 

11 Peter speaks of the 144,000 kingdom heirs as 
"being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God." The seed of pro­
creation by which Adam begot our race was cor­
ruptible seed, with corruption operating in it through 
sin, and bearing with it the condemnation of death. 
10. Why and with what seed does God beA"et them agaln? 
11, 12. Besides spirit, by "hat else <loea he beget, and why 1 
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But when God the Father begets the consecrated, 
believing ones of humankind to be spiritual sons or 
children, he begets them again by incorruptible seed. 
That is to say, he regenerates them by incorruptible 
means of giving life and existence, namely, the 
power of his spirit or active force. In order to see 
and enter the heavenly kingdom of God, they must 
be begotten anew or regenerated by. His spirit or 
active force. Jesus told Nicodemus: "Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
... Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the spirit is spirit." (John 3: 3-6) Being thus given 
a start in spiritual life while in their corruptible 
flesh on earth, but continuing faithful to death, they 
will be fully born of the spirit in the resurrection. 
Then the body of 144,000 faithful followers of Jesus 
Christ "shall all be changed, ... the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be -changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality." So the apostle 
Paul writes to the 144,000 body members, at 1 Corin­
thians 15: 51-53. 

"BY THE WORD" 

12 Peter says that God begets the 144,000 again to 
a living hope ''by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead". He also says they are begotten again 
of incorruptible seed, but "by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever''. "This," he says, 
"is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you." (1 Pet. 1: 3, 23, 25) God the Father begets 
them again by his spirit, or active force, but this 
begetting must be in connection with his word which 
has been written down and which lives on and is 
preached till this day. 

n In order for the 144,000 to get in intelligent 
touch with God they must get a knowledge of his 
Word of the gospel or good news. This gospel Word 
must be preached or presented to them, that they 
may know God's purposes through his Seed of his 
"woman" and that they may know the glorious 
heavenly opportunity that he sets before 144,000 
creatures· from among mankind. It is God's Word 
that sets out the heavenly hope; and only by getting 
to know his Word could they have such a hope formed 
in their hearts after taking the steps toward it that 
God requires. As Paul writes, at Romans 15: 4: "For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were writ­
ten for our learning, that through patience and 
through comfort of the scriptures we might have 
hope." (Am. Stan. Ver.) Hence for the 144,000 to be 
begotten again to the living heavenly hope it was 
necessary that God the Father send his Word as well 
13 '\Yhat Is the water with which they are born as ~·en as the spirit? 

as his spirit. In view of this we can understand 
James' statement to the 144,000 of God: "Of his own 
will begat he us with the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of :firstfruits of his creatures." 
-Jas. 1: 18; John 6: 63. 

u In the Holy Scriptures God's Word is pictured 
as pure water, because of the cleansing power of 
His Word. Agreeable with this, Paul writes: "Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that 
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the word." (Eph. 5: 25, 26) The "pure 
river of water of life" to which all the thirsty and 
willing are invited to "take the water of life freely'' 
undoubtedly refers to the revealed 'Vo rd of God. 
(Rev. 22: 17) Not the water of baptism, but the 
water of the revealed Word of God, was what Jesus 
meant when saying: "Except a man be born of water 
and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God." Baptism in literal water is only a momen­
tary act, but the 144,000 need the cleansing Word 
of God as well as His spirit all through their earthly 
course till death. If God's Word and spirit abide in 
those of the 144,000, then His seed abides in them 
and they will not make a deliberate practice of sin; 
as it is written: "Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the 
children of God are manifest." ( 1 John 3: 9, 10) 
They lead clean lives by the help of God's spirit and 
his purifying Word. Their hope, based upon God's 
Word, is not a mere mental exercise, but is an active, 
motivating force in their lives, a purifying hope. 
Hence it is written to the 144,000: ''We know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he [the Lord 
God] is pure."-1 John 3: 2, 3. 

HOPE FOR THOSE OUTSIDE THE 144,000 

15 Pages 22, 23 of the 1948 Yearbook of Jehovah's 
witnesses tell that during the service year of 1947 
an average of 181,071 witnesses or ministers of the 
gospel went out into the field every month of the 
year, preaching the good news of the Kingdom "pub­
licly, and from house to house"; indeed, in one par­
ticular month as many as 207,552 went out, world­
wide. Call to mind, now, that there are to be only 
144,000 joint-heirs with Jesus Christ in the heavenly 
kingdom; and also that Jehovah God has been 
begetting, preparing and proving these for the past 
nineteen centuries, so that today only a remnant 
could be needed to fill up the full membership of 
Jesus' joint-heirs. Apparently not all of the above­
numbered 207,552 gospel-publishers, or 181,071 regu-
14. How does God's seed remain In them? With what ef?ect? 
15 What question• does the publl•hed number of 2.07 .5;)2 gospel­
preacher• today raise? 
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lar monthly publishers, could gain the Kingdom or 
be in line for it and find a vacancy in it, for these 
present-day numbers far exceed the predetermined 
number of 144,000. What, then T Are these more 
than two hundred thousand of today destined to fall 
away, leaving only the small remnant required for 
the Kingdom T No; because prophecy indicates these 
numbers should increase in coming years to a :figure 
not yet known or foretold. Well, then, are the great 
majority of these hundreds of thousands of gospel­
publishers due to be disappointed in their hope by 
failing to gain entrance into the heavenly kingdom T 
No; not one of those outside the faithful remnant 
will be disappointed in his hopes for the approach­
ing new world of righteousness. Explain! 

16 Well, on Sunday, April 6, 1947, at the celebration 
of the memorial of Christ's death a total of 339,125 
attended, world-wide, but only 26,745 partook of the 
Memorial emblems of bread and wine to confess 
they were members of the spirit-begotten remnant 
of Kingdom heirs. That meant that less than one 
twelfth of the total Memorial attendance confessed 
to being in line for the Kingdom or entertaining the 
hope of gaining it by faithfulness to death. During 
that same month of April there were 201,009 gospel­
publishers out in the world-wide field as against 
26,7 45 partakers of the Memorial emblems. So, then, 
what hope shall we hold for the more than 174,000 
other gospel publishers? God's Word, with which He 
formed the Kingdom hope in the hearts and minds of 
the 144,000, shows the earthly hope set before these 
"other sheep". 

11 Turn to Revelation, chapter 7. There Jesus 
Christ, by an angel, gave a revelation to the apostle 
John concerning this "great multitude", whose hope 
is for eternal life in Paradise that God's kingdom 
will restore on earth. First, Christ's angel gives 
J olm a vision to show that 144,000 spiritual Israel­
ites are sealed for the Kingdom. Right after this 
vision of the Kingdom class, John says: "After this 
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations, and hindreds, and 
people, an<l tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb .... These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
serve him day and night in his temple: and he that 
sitteth on the throne [namely, God] shall dwell 
among them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb [Jesus the sacrificed 
111. About how many world-wide hold the Klni;dom-memberehlp hope? 
17. Where ls this earthlv crowd foretold, and how described? 

One, the Good Shepherd] which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes."-Rev. 7: 9-17. 

18 Today's multitude of persons of good-will who 
already outnumber the entire membership of the 
Kingdom class belong to the above-described "great 
multitude" of God's "other sheep". They have made 
their appearance at the due time in fulfillment of 
the above vision. Reasonably it was the due time for 
them to appear when practically the entire member­
ship of the 144,000 had been chosen and sealed, and 
only a fractional remnant of that number remained 
upon this earth. Because just this remnant would be 
needed to complete the Kingdom class, this would be 
one of the many indications of our day to show that 
God's kingdom by his Seed of the "woman" was 
established and that the final end of Satan's old 
world was at hand. 

18 Accordingly a tremendous world-wide witness 
concerning God's kingdom would be due, but it would 
be a larger work than the Kingdom remnant on 
earth could themselves alone accomplish in fulfill­
ment of Matthew 24: 14. Hence the Good Shepherd 
gathers this "great multitude" of "other sheep" into 
the fold in company with the remnant in order to 
share with these in the wondrous privileges of the 
Kingdom witness. (John 10: 16) By sharing in the 
witness work the "great multitude" hail Jehovah 
God upon his throne of universal sovereignty and 
also his reigning King, the Lamb Jesus Christ; and 
they cry out that their hope of salvation in this time 
of great tribulation lies in no man-made institution 
but solely in J ebovah God and bis beloved Lamb 
Jesus Christ. By virtue of consecrating themselves 
to God and proclaiming the kingdom of the Seed of 
his "woman" they are pictured as having a favorable 
standing before God's throne and as serving him day 
and night in his temple, in unity with the spiritual 
remnant. Many of the "great multitude", by continu­
ing faithful till the final war of Armageddon, will 
be preserved and will survive this end of the world 
to enter into the earthly blessings of the righteous 
new world without dying. Those dying faithful 
before then will be resurrected to eternal life on 
earth under Christ's thousand-year reign.-J ohn 
5: 28, 29. 

KNOWING YOUR HOPE 

20 Today, how does a person consecrated to God 
know whether he is of the Kingdom remnant or of 
the "great multitude" of "other sheep" with an 
earthly destinyT It is not a matter of feeling. It is 
a matter of hope, a matter of God's testimony to a 
18, 19. (a) Why was It the dne time for them to appear? (b) How do 
they stand before God's throne and serve him In bls temple? 
!!O. How do the spiritual remnant know what their hope ls? 
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person through His revealed Word. The remnant 
know they are in line for the Kingdom because they 
have fulfilled the preliminary requirements in God's 
Word. He has begotten them by his spirit or active 
force to be his spiritual children, and by his Word 
which he has revealed to them they know what their 
hope is. In harmony with their "living hope" of 
eternal life in the heavenly kingdom all prospects 
of everlasting life on earth under the Kingdom have 
faded from their minds and desires. They look for­
ward confidently to Christ's receiving them to a 
place with him on the throne by resurrecting them 
from the dead. (Titus 3: 7; 2: 13) They confidently 
confess their hope to all that ask of them a "reason 
of the hope that is in you", but they do so with meek­
ness and with fear lest they should prove unfaithful 
and unworthy before the prize is won.-1 Pet. 3: 15. 

21 By the same token, namely, by the hope set 
before them in God's revealed '\Vo rd, the present 
multitude of "other sheep" know what to look for, 
and they are overjoyed and sustained by the vivid 
hope of eternal life on earth under His kingdom. It 
was in 1935 that Jehovah God through his Seed 
Jesus Christ revealed to all his consecrated ones on 
earth that the "great multitude" of Revelation, 
chapter 7, is a human class with an earthly eternity 
ahead of them under the kingdom of Jesus Christ 
with his 144,000. (See the article "The Great Mul­
titude" in the Watchtower issues of August 1and15, 
1935.) In the service year following that (namely, 
September 1935 to September 1936) there were in 
the United States alone just 25,435 that partook of 
the 1\Iemorial bread and wine out of a total attend­
ance of 35,172. This shows that the vast majority 
of those in the United States of America at the 
:Memorial celebration last year (10,795 partakers, 
105,897 attending) have taken up the earthly hope 
of the "great multitude" of "other sheep". Since 
A.D. 1918, when World War I ended, there have 
from time to time been flashes of truth concerning 

21. How do the "great multitude" now know their hope? 

this earthly class now being gathered for end­
less life in the paradise home on earth. But that 
flash of truth in 1935 upon Revelation 7: 9-17 was 
specially clarifying to the vision. It cast clearer 
brightness upon the earthly hope for this multitude 
of consecrated servants of God and Christ. These 
hailed it with joy as the hope that Jehovah God set 
before them for their comfort, joy and sustaining 
strength. 

22 The great multitude's hope is a hope from God's 
Word, illuminated by the revealing power of God's 
spirit. And as the psalmist says four times in Psalm 
119, so they say: "I have hoped in thy word." (Ps. 
119:74, 81, 114, 147; also 130:5) They know the 
times in which we are living. They know this is the 
time of crossing over from the old world of Satan 
the Devil to the new world of Jehovah's Seed of his 
"woman". 'l'hey know the spiritual remnant will all 
of them soon pass into the realization of their heaven­
ly hope, but that Jesus Christ the Seed will bruise 
the Serpent's head at Armageddon and usher the 
faithful great multitude into the delightful privi­
leges of the cleansed earth in the righteous world 
without end. It is their valid hope. With good reason 
they hold it fast, in expectation of a full realization 
of it in God's due time. 

25 Together now, the spiritual remnant and the 
"great multitude" of "other sheep" openly confess 
everywhere that Jehovah God and Jesus Christ are 
the only Ones on whom hope can be centered by 
this groaning creation. By their continued wit­
nessing throughout all the earth they bring God's 
revealed Word to countless others. Thereby others 
of good-will are now imbibing and will continue to 
imbibe the true hope that God's kingdom by Jesus 
Christ is the only governmental means by which all 
our fond desires, whether heavenly or earthly, will 
surely be realized to our everlasting satisfaction, 
and with all thanksgiving to Jehovah God by Jesus 
Christ. 
22. Why Is theirs a valid hope, to be held fast? 
23. What hope do the remnant and multitude impart to others, and ho": 

WHY WILL SATAN THE DEVIL DIE? 

COVETOUSNESS on the part of Satan the Devil led 
to the commission of the greatest and most heinous 
crime of all time. The result was the defamation of 

Jehovah's great name, and also poverty and death upon 
the human race. So many years have passed since the com­
mission of that crime, and so completely has this arch 
criminal covered his slimy tracks, that in this day it is 
difficult for men in general to understand and appreciate 
the enormity of the crime. Only those persons of good­
will toward God, and who desire to know and to do what 
is right, fully understand. 

To covet means to have and to indulge in an inordinate 

desire to possess that which belongs to another. Coveting 
means a wrongful desire for gain, and the determination 
to get that desired thing by plunder or other unjust and 
wrongful means. It is the outgrowth of extreme selfishness. 
The creature that wrongfully desires to possess that which 
belongs to another or who, in his efforts to satisfy his 
inordinate desire, resorts to fraud, plunder or other unjust 
methods, thereby discloses a maliciously wicked heart that 
is fatally bent on injury to others. 

Let us in simple manner summon the facts that are dis­
closed by the Holy Scriptures and that relate to the com­
mission of the great crime. They are these : In the exercise 
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of God's unlimited power, perfect wisdom, and boundless 
love, he had created the heavens, consisting of his firstborn 
Son and other spirits known as cherubim, seraphim, angels, 
and celestial powers and principalities, all of which show 
forth God's glory. "The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day 
uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge," 
says Psalm 19: 1, 2. God had created the earth also, and 
his due time came to create man to inherit the earth. That 
mankind might have a desirable place in which to reside 
God made a portion of the earth a veritable paradise, which 
God called "Eden". Out of the earth's elements God created 
a perfect creature called Adam, or "man'', and made him 
a living, moving thing endowed with intelligence. God 
placed this man in the perfect Eden as his home and 
instructed him concerning the divine law and the penalty 
that would result from the breaking of that law. God 
created and gave the man a helpmate, a perfect woman, 
and clothed that perfect pair with the ability and power 
to bring children into existence. If the man would be faith­
fully obedient to God's law, the earth was to be his home 
forever and he would enjoy riches in abundance.-Genesis, 
chapters l and 2. 

In the language of the psalmist, man is "fearfully and 
wonderfully made". God created man, and this psalmist 
says to God: "Marvellous are thy works." (Ps. 139: 14) The 
perfect man was the crowning or highest part of God's 
earthly creation. In Jehovah's invisible or heavenly realm 
there was a spirit creature to whom Isaiah's prophecy 
applies the name "Lucifer"; and God made Lucifer the 
invisible overlord over man. He is also the one meant in 
Ezekiel's prophecy, to whom God said: "Thou art the 
anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: 
thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast 
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire." 
-Ezek. 28: 14. 

The term cherub means one of God's anointed creatures 
commissioned to have charge over a certain part of his 
organization. The description of Lucifer, "the anointed 
cherub that covereth,'' shows clearly the high position he 
occupied. God had appointed him and made him to fill that 
high office in God's "mountain" or universal organization. 
Ezekiel's prophecy shows that Lucifer had charge over 
Eden, the perfect man and the home of this perfect man, 
by saying: "Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; 
every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, 
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the 
workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared 
in thee in the day that thou wast created." (Ezek. 28: 13) 
Concerning Lucifer's "covering" including beryl, onyx and 
gold it is interesting to note that Genesis 2: 10-12 says of 
Eden~ "And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; 
and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 
The name of the first is Pison; that is it which compasseth 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the 
gold of that land is good: there is bdellium [pearls) and 
the onyx stone [or beryl]." From the symbolic description, 
Lucifer was a beautiful creature and his appearance was 
glorious: "Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that 
thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee." (Ezek. 

28: 15) This shows that Lucifer was perfect and continued 
so until he became lawless, that is to say, rebellious against 
God. 

When Lucifer became perverse, lawless and wicked, God 
changed his name, and from that time onward he is desig­
nated in the Scriptures under four names, to wit, Serpent, 
which means Deceiver; Satan, which means Opposer; 
Dragon, which means Devourer; and Devil, which means 
Slanderer. While perfect, Lucifer was the god over the 
world that included the earth; that is to say, he was its 
mighty one, and that office was not taken away froI? him 
immediately upon his becoming wicked. For centuries he 
has been the "god" or invisible ruler of the world which 
he has made wicked like himself; in proof of which see 
Jesus' words at John 12: 31 and 14: 30. 

HOW HE STARTED HIS CRIMINAL LIFE 

Having access to the courts of heaven, Lucifer saw the 
glory and splendor of the Almighty God, Jehovah, and 
observed that all creation worshiped this Most Mighty God. 
Knowing himself to be the overlord of man as well as the 
chief one over the host of angelic creatures assigned to this 
world Lucifer desired to have the worship, praise and 
honor' that belong to Jehovah God and which all righteous 
creatures give to Him. Lucifer's desire was inordinate and 
excessive, and he therefore became covetous. He ceased to 
love his Creator, Almighty God. He became iniquitous, a 
breaker of God's law. This is proved by the words showing 
reckless ambition in his heart, and which words were 
recorded long after he had committed his great crime: 
"How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the 
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst 
weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congre­
gation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the 
heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High. Yet 
thou shalt be brought down to hell [Sheol in Hebrew, 
meaning the death-state], to the sides of the pit." (Isa. 
14: 12-15) It was covetousness that led to his great crime, 
and it has permeated his entire organization which the 
Bible symbolizes under the name Babylon; as we read of 
her, at Jeremiah 51: 13: "0 thou that dwellest upon many 
waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the 
measure of thy COVETOUSNESS." 

Now, referring to Lucifer's earthly charge, man, Jehovah 
God required of the perfect man Adam full obedience. 
Note that God did not require a very great thing of man, 
such as moving a mountain, but he required of man that 
he should refrain from eating a certain fruit that grew in 
Eden. He informed man that disobedience would result in 
his death. "For in the day that thou eatest thereof,'' God 
warned, "thou shalt surely die." (Gen. 2: 17) It would not 
have been difficult for Adam to respect the law of God and 
be obedient. The evil was not in the fruit, but his crime 
consisted in the disobedience to God's law. 

Lucifer, being the anointed overlord of man, knew man's 
duty toward God, and it was Lucifer's duty to safeguard 
the interests of man. His crime, like all others, began in his 
mind, when he coveted that which properly belonged to 
Jehovah God. Lucifer, to carry out his covetous desire, 



APRIL 15, 1948 mie WATCHTOWER. 125 

would resort to fraud and deceit; for doing so he is called 
"the Serpent", meaning the Deceiver. (Rev. 20: 1-3) The 
saying at Genesis 3: 1, 'Now the serpent was more subtle 
than others,' well reflects that he was cunning, crafty, bad 
and deceitful. He reasoned that if God did not put man to 
death for violating His law, it would prove God a liar; 
and that would destroy the confidence of creatures in the 
Creator. But if God did kill Adam for violating His law, 
that would prove that God could not put a perfect man on 
earth who would stay true and faithful to God, and like­
'vise that course would destroy the confidence of creatures 
in the Creator. The result would be that the Devil would 
get adulation from creatures together with the praise which 
properly belongs to Jehovah. 

In carrying out his wicked scheme Satan the Serpent 
approached Eve and said~ "Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden?" and for that reason 
are you not eating the good fruit? Eve replied to him: 
"We may eat of the fruit ... but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die." 
Doubtless Satan laughed at Eve's simple faith. "And the 
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil." (Gen. 3: 1-5) That saying of Satan was a willful 
and deliberate lie, and under the influence of that lie Eve 
violated God's law. Satan had deceived the woman and 
had accomplished through her what he desired, to turn her 
away from Jehovah. Adam then appeared and was told by 
Eve what had come to pass, and Adam "did eat" of the 
forbidden fruit also. That shows Adam did not love God, 
because he willfully disobeyed Him. (1 Tim. 2: 14) Nor 
did he love Eve, because if he had loved her he would 
have sought God's face, asking for her forgiveness, seeing 
that she disobeyed without his consent and under deception. 
Adam knew Eve would be separated from him if he should 
stay true to God, and he willfully wanted to have her for 
his own pleasure. 

Adam and Eve were sentenced to death and expelled 
from Eden, and justly so. (Gen. 3 : 19-24) That wicked lie 
and deceitful act of Satan brought forth death upon human­
kind, for which reason Jesus said of Satan that 'he was a 
murderer and a liar from the beginning'. From then till 
now all persons who resort to lies to accomplish their 
wrongful purpose are instruments of the Devil, who is the 
father of lies and of liars.-John 8: 44. 

In Eden the food was perfect and would have sustained 
human life forever to the obedient ones. Outside of Eden 
the food produced upon the earth was not wholly life­
sustaining. Adam and Eve were expelled from Eden, and 
death was gradually inflicted upon them until they were 
dead. During the lingering years that they existed their 
children were born, and, the parents being sinful, they 
could not bring into existence perfect children, and for 
that reason every person born into the world in a natural 
way has been born a sinner and mu.st die in due time. 
(Rom. 5: 12; Ps. 51: 5) All sickness and sorrow, all poverty 
and suffering, and all crime that has befallen the human 
race from the day of Eden till now, is chargeable to Satan 
the Devil. All persons who willfully or purposely indulge in 

a course of action that causes others to suffer sickness or to 
be impoverished and oppressed are the instruments of 
Satan the Devil. 

At the time that God sentenced Adam to death he also 
entered the judgment of death against Satan. The death 
sentence is symbolically stated at Genesis 3: 15 and is 
further amplified at Isaiah 14: 14-20 and Ezekiel 28: 18, 19. 
Why, then, has God let the Devil live all these centuries 
and let him cause so much suffering upon menY A brief 
answer is, that Satan boastfully declared his own ability 
to cause all men to turn away from God and curse him, 
and God has permitted Satan the opportunity to prove his 
boastful challenge and at the same time has offered man 
the opportunity to prove his integrity toward God and his 
adherence to Jehovah's universal sway. 

Satan boastfully said to Jehovah God that all men, when 
put to the severe test, would renounce his sovereignty and 
would curse him. Had God immediately put Satan to death 
without the opportunity to prove his boastful challenge, 
there would have been forever a doubt in the minds of some 
creatures as to whether Satan had stated the truth or not. 
A prophetic drama is recorded in the Scriptures in proof 
of these points, and it is concerning the good man Job and 
the Devil. Job was a righteously disposed man. Satan 
declared he could cause Job to curse God. God accepted 
the Devil's challenge and the test proceeded to prove 
whether a man under the severe ordeal would stay true to 
God or not. Necessarily that test involved the question of 
the supremacy or sovereignty of God. It would give an 
opportunity to all intelligent creatures to choose between 
God and the Devil. Therefore the decree of Jehovah God 
was that he would let Satan the Devil live for a certain 
period of time, during which time the test would be on, and 
that at the end of that time Jehovah would destroy him. It 
was as in the case of Pharaoh of Egypt, who was a mighty 
official representative of Satan the Devil on earth and who 
was therefore used to play a part foretelling how God's 
purpose was to let Satan the Devil live for a time. Hence 
Jehovah's prophet Moses said to Pharaoh : "By now I could 
have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people 
with pestilence, so that you would have been effaced from 
the earth; but this is why I have spared you: to show you 
my power, and to have my fame recounted throughout all 
the earth." (Ex. 9: 15, 16, An Amer. Trans.) Satan, too, 
heard this. 

Of course, the test really began with the first children of 
Adam and it will continue and be completed at the battle 
of Armageddon, in which Satan the Devil and his demons 
will die. In the meantime God brings to man's attention the 
truth in order to afford man the opportunity to choose 
whom he will serve, whether God or the Devil. Cain, the 
first son of Adam and Eve, chose to follow the Devil, and 
lost. Abel chose the better part, namely, to serve God, and 
he received God's approval. Chagrined, Satan the Devil 
caused Cain to murder Abel his brother.-IIeb. 11: 4-40. 

All reasonable persons who hear the truth today should 
readily see that Satan the Devil is God's great opposer and 
man's greatest foe. All persons of good-will toward God 
will now take the course that faithful Abel took. Doing so, 
they will live. The others will follow the course that Cain 
took, and will die and remain dead forever. In times past 
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almost all persons have died in ignorance or without a 
knowledge of the truth, but today the truth of God's estab­
lished kingdom under Christ is being broadcast far and 
wide. Now the day has arrived when those creatures on 

earth who hear the truth must choose whom they will serve. 
Those persons who prove of good-will toward Jehovah God 
will choose to serve him and will gain life eternal in the 
new world of righteousness. 

"A ROOT OF ALL KINDS OF EVIL" 

T HE deadly root that produces all kinds of evil was 
planted in many human hearts nineteen centuries ago 
in the days of the apostle that phrased the above 

expression. However, with the increase of the world's 
population and under the stress of the conditions since 
World War I that bitter root is planted in many more 
hearts today. After more than sixteen centuries of Christen. 
dom the spirit of selfishness is rampant throughout the 
earth; and if the apostle Paul were alive on earth and in 
Christendom today he could still write as he did back 
there, namely : 

"Wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the 
truth, supposing that godliness is a way of gain. But godli­
~ess with contentment is great gain: for we brought nothing 
into the world, for neither can we carry anything out; but 
having food and covering we shall be therewith content. 
But they that are minded to be rich fall into a temptation 
and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as 
drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil [or, a root of all evils] : 
which some reaching after have been led astray from the 
faith, and have pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows."-1 Tim. 6: 5-10, Am. Stan. Ver., and margin. 

After giving the above description, the apostle says to 
the man to whom he writes: "But thou, 0 man of God, 
flee these things." This exhortation applies with stronger 
force today. The apostle admonishes all persons who would 
now please God and who would find complete refuge in 
Him in this time of world distress that they must separate 
themselves from all those who are moved by a desire for 
selfish gain. It matters not whether that selfish gain be the 
accumulation of earthly wealth and power or be a gain 
that comes from the honor, plaudits and approval of men 
so as to cause the gainer to shine among men. The apostle 
is emphatic that those who profess to be real Christians 
and who want to receive God's approval must withdraw 
themselves from all others that pursue a selfish course. 
The great religious leaders of Christendom, with the pope 
at the head of the list, have made great gains in worldly 
wealth and political and social power by the practice of their 
religion, but the apostle Paul negatives the selfish claim that 
such material and worldly gain is a proof of godliness and 
that true godliness is a way for making such kind of gain. 

True godliness is without the desire for selfish gain, and 
where true godliness exists there the root of all kinds of 
evil is not implanted in the heart. Says the apostle: "Godli­
ness with contentment is great gain." (1 Tim. 6: 6) And 
if the person has gotten such godliness accompanied by 
contentment with what God provides for him, such person 
has gained something indeed. "Godliness" means to be 
entirely and wholly devoted to the cause of the gospel of 

God's kingdom. Jesus had such godliness and he said 
respecting what must be done at this distressing end of the 
world : "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come." (Matt 24: 14) The purpose of that kingdom 
is to vindicate Jehovah God as the rightful Sovereign of 
our earth and of all the universe and then, too, to bless all 
men and women of good-will upon our earth. If a person 
of good-will finds himself devoting himself in obedience to 
God's commandment to that which will vindicate the name 
and sovereignty of the Most High God, and if he is doing 
this unselfishly and is contented with that which the Lord 
God has given him, then he is in possession of great gain. 
Why? Because it is to persons like that that God promises 
complete refuge in this world's end and finally a share in 
the blessings of eternal life in the righteous new world. 
Such persons have found the secret to happiness and can 
enjoy peace of heart and mind during the turmoil of this 
world. The root of all kinds of evil finds no soil to grip 
in their hearts. 

What, then, is the root of all kinds of evil? The inspired 
writer replies: "The love of money is the root of all evil." 
The word "all'' there has the significance also of "all kinds 
of", and may correctly be so translated from the Greek 
original which the apostle Paul wrote. Hence the American 
Standard Version renders 1 Timothy 6: 10 that way: "The 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil." And The 
Emphatic Diaglott reads: "A root of all kinds of evil is the 
love of money." Money means that which will satisfy the 
desire for selfish personal gain, and love of it is the root 
of all manner of evils. The desire for personal gain, or 
money, is a temptation and a snare, and, as the apostle 
says, it often results in destruction. 

Whell a person devotes himself to God through Jesus 
Christ and then is assigned to a place in God's service he 
has received a great favor at God's hands. Such person is 
now in a covenant to do God's will, which means he must 
use his faculties in the service of the Most High God. If, 
however, he is moved by a selfish desire for greater personal 
ease for himself or others, and if, to realize this desire, he 
leaves the Lord's service and launches off into worldly 
business or enterprise to make earthly gain, he walks right 
into the snare of the enemy and may get pulled into his 
own destruction. That which lies at the root of all evil and 
evil results to those who have once started in the way of 
serving God is this ''love of money'', that is to say, the 
desire for selfish gain, regardless of what that gain may be. 

Faithfulness to the Lord God and his Christ means we 
must remain steadfastly in the happy, contented service of 
God and not take a contrary course to satisfy some selfish 
desire. 



UZZIAH'S PRESUMPTUOUSNESS ANNULS HIS FAITHFULNESS 

THI.RT1:-year-old Uzziah• in the ~fteenth year of his 
reign m Judah (812 B.C.) received without regret 
the news of the death of Jeroboam II, king of Israel. 

Uzziah thought back 26 years to another death. He was only 
four years old then, but he could still remember the loud 
wails of the mourners and his mother J echoliah's sadness 
over the death of his father Amaziah. He learned later that 
a conspiracy had been formed against his father in J eru­
salem; that his father had fled before the conspirators, but 
that they had overtaken him at Lachish and killed him 
there; and that his father's body had been brought to Jeru­
salem on horseback.-2 Ki. 14: 20, 29; 15: 2. 

He remembered that sometime after his father's death 
faithful Zechariah had taken up his training and had edu­
cated him in God's fear. He remembered that about seven 
years later (830 B.C.) Zechariah and he had rejoiced that 
Hosea had begun to prophesy in Israel; and that about 
four years later his people made him king when he was but 
16 years old.-2 Chron. 26: 5, 1; Hos. 1: 1; 2 Ki. 14: 21; 
15: 1. 

He remembered, too, that when he had ascended the 
throne the 600-foot section of the wall of Jerusalem was 
still in ruins and had been ever since Jeroboam's father 
Jehoahaz had defeated his father Amaziah and had taken 
Judean hostages to Samaria. The very thought made Uzziah 
wince. But then Uzziah thought of the marvelous way God 
prospered him because he sought Jehovah. He remembered 
the activity in Jerusalem at the beginning of his reign as 
the workmen repaired the walls and built towers at the 
corner gate, at the valley gate, and at the turning of the 
wall; that Jehovah had blessed his engineers who invented 
machines for shooting arrows and hurling large stones. He 
remembered that his officer Maaseiah at his request had 
organized the army under his general, Hananiah, bringing 
it up to 307,500 well trained and properly equipped troops. 
He remembered marching that army to the west of Jeru­
salem and down to Philistia, where God helped him in his 
fight against the Philistines. He recalled breaking down 
the walls of the strong Philistine cities: Gath, about 26 
miles southwest of Jerusalem; Jabneh, about 28 miles west­
northwest of Jerusalem; and Ashdod, about 31 miles west of 
Jerusalem, on a slight eminence rising from a fertile plain 
about two miles east of the Mediterranean. In all the Philis­
tine country that he recovered he had planted Judean 
colonies. Next he had attacked the Arabs from the Sinaitic 
peninsula that had encroached on the southwest half of 
Simeon's assigned territory. After that he had attacked the 
l\Iehunim to the southeast of Judah and rebuilt Elath at 
the head of the eastern branch of the Red sea. He put in 
order the copper and iron refineries originally built by 
Solomon, and he planted a colony of Jews there. These 
Jews did a large amount of industrial work in their own 
houses.-2 Ki. 14: 13, 14, 22; 16: 6; 2 Chron. 25: 23 24 · 
26: 2-14. ' ' 

Before and after Jeroboam's death Uzziah took an inter­
est in the crops and herds of God's people. As Jehovah 
increased his flocks and herds in the coastal lowlands and 
in the inland plateaus, he built fortified towers and dug 
many reservoirs in the uncultivated pasture land or desert. 

• Uzzinh is also called .Azariah. 

He was very fond of agriculture and encouraged farming 
and grape-growing in the highlands and in Carmel. Jehovah 
continued to strengthen and prosper him; and his fame 
extended not only southward to Egypt, but also eastward, 
for Ammon paid him tribute.-2 Chron. 26: 10, 8. 

In 799 B.C. Jehovah blessed Uzziah with the fruit of his 
own body. His joy was complete that year when his wife 
Jerusha, daughter of righteous Zadok, bore him a son. 
Impressed with Jehovah's perfectness in bestowing bless­
ings, he called his son Jotham, which means "Jehovah is 
perfect". As Jotham was growing up, Uzziah used to enjoy 
bringing him up in the nurture and admonition of Jehovah. 
-2 Chron. 26 : 23. 

As the years went by Uzziah's "fame spread far and wide, 
for he was marvelously helped until he became strong". 
After he had become strong, he and his retinue went south 
on one of his customary inspection tours of that part of 
his domain.-2 Chron. 26 : 15. 

First he inspects the farms and vineyards in the moun­
tain of Judah. On the way he stops at Bethlehem, his 
ancestral seat, just 5 miles south of Jerusalem. While there 
he goes east into the desert to inspect the watchtowers he 
built there. Then, after returning to Bethlehem, he con­
tinues south and goes up to Hebron, the first capital of 
his ancestor David. From there he continues his inspection 
southward, descending till the mountain of Judah drops 
off into the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

Turning southeast from Beer-sheba, he inspects the herds 
and flocks and the towers for their protection and the 
reservoirs carved out of the rock. Then down the ascent of 
Akrabbim he goes, into the hot Arabah rift below sea level. 
Going south up the Arabah, he inspects its copper and iron 
mines. Along the way he passes caravans going south with 
copper and iron ore and other caravans going north loaded 
with freight. At the southern end of the Arabah he reaches 
Elath, on the Red sea. He inspects its refineries. The hot 
winds that had burned his back all the way down the 
Arabah here entered the flues of the furnaces used for 
smelting the iron and copper mined along the Arabah. He 
sees his servants stationed in Elath taking the refined metal 
to the homes of the Jews he had settled there. He visits 
the homes and sees the skilled workmen hammering out the 
copper into beautiful shapes and making other articles for 
shipment north into Judah and for export south to Arabia 
and the lands beyond. He goes down to inspect the wharves 
and finds them piled high with spices and gold and silks 
that had just been unloaded from incoming ships. Havinrr 
finished his inspection of Elath, he goes southwest up th: 
road to Kadesh. 

Uzziah and his retinue find it easy to follow the road, 
because centuries of travel over it have worn a smooth 
white ribbon over the rocky surface. Up and down across 
the hot desolate limestone plateau with its canyons and 
conical buttes Uzziah travels until he comes to the oasis of 
Kadesh. He stops at the first of its springs, really four tiny 
springs that flow out from under a cliff, and there he drinks 
the sweet water of Kadesh-baPnea. He quickly admires the 
grass and few trees that grow in the gorge and then he 
climbs up the north side of the gorge and walks northwest 
about five miles, inspecting the Hezron enclosure on the 
way, and then drops down into another gorge. For a mile 
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he follows the opening gorge westward, and then he comes 
to the copious and forceful spring that breaks out of the 
cliff. His eyes feast on the fertility all about, acacias, water 
plants, shrubs. A little distance down from the spring he 
meets the officer who represents him at the oasis, and 
receives his report. Together with him Uzziah inspects 
.A..ddar, the fortified tower he built there years before to 
guard the roads to Beer-sheba, Elath and Egypt and to 
protect the flocks and crops. It is really a small fort nearly 
200 feet from east to west by over 130 feet from north to 
south, with eight towers, one at each corner and another 
one in the center of each side. Not a window, door or other 
opening on the walls up to 10 feet from the ground, but 
above that are small rooms in the wall and interior. Having 
inspected the fort, U zziah go-es on down the ever widening 
gorge, past more acacias, grass, fields of grain, and masses 
of washed-out gravel, and finally, passing Karka on the left, 
he comes out on the small fertile plain of the oasis, where 
the herds are grazing. He stops, now at a circular stone 
shelter of the herdsmen, now at a square one, all with roofs 
made of brush or goat's-hair cloth. He inspects the herds­
men's fl.int implements and occasionally finds a bronze one, 
worn perhaps more for ornament than for use. He notices 
most of their pottery is handmade ware, very thin and hard, 
brownish red on the outside and black or gray within. But 
now and then he sees a large grayish green jar which he 
recognizes as one made on a potter's wheel. In the open 
plain he comes to a few reeds that grow along the sluggish 
stream that issues from the Azmon spring that wells up out 
of the ground. (Josh. 15: 3, 4) Near the spring he sees 
circles of stones marking the graves of the herdsmen who 
have died. Before leaving the oasis Uzziah has his secretary 
Jeiel make a note of the supplies needed at the fort and 
in the rest of the oasis. Then pompously he bids all the 
inhabitants of the oasis farewell and turns north on the 
road to Beer-sheba. Up the road he goes, out of the plain 
and up into the region of bare hills and gravelly canyons 
and an occasional well or reservoir. He finally reaches 
Beer-sheba, over fifty miles north of Kadesh. 

From Beer-sheba he goes down to the Philistine plain 
and inspects the grain fields, sycamore and olive trees and 
herds and flocks and the Judean colonies. Upon reaching 
Lod. situated between the shephelah of Judah and the 
shez;helqh of Israel (Sharon), he turns southeast and goes'. 
up to Jerusalem, over 25 miles away.-1 Chron. 27: 28; 
8: 12. 

His periodic southern tour over, he goes to his palace, 
takes a cool bath, and stretches out on a cushion-covered 
couch. He thinks to himself: l\Iy subjects all honor me and 
count themselves fortunate to have such a wise and brilliant 
king who takes care of their every need like a loving father. 
They have prospered much because of my benevolent and 
efficient rule. My officers are all devoted to me. My fame 
has spread far and wide. What king before me ever had 
machines that shot stones and arrows? 'Vhat ancestor of 
mine had larger flocks and herds than I, or more fruitful 
farms and vineyards¥ I am powerful. What is there for me 
to do that I have not already done? That I have not already 

done-that gives me an idea! I have never yet burnt incense 
in the Holy, making sweet perfume before Jehovah. I know 
that my people would be impressed if they learned that 
their clever king had entered the temple and made sweet 
perfume before their God. I'll do that very thing at the 
next temple assembly . 

At the next temple assembly Uzziah puts on his royal 
robes and goes up to the temple of Jehovah, past the gate 
of the inner court, past the molten sea on the left and the 
bronze altar on the right, up the temple steps, in between 
the bronze pillars, J achin and Boaz, through the porch and 
the golden doors of the temple-and there he is inside the 
golden Holy of the temple. Satisfaction fills his soul. He 
feels big and important. There beside the golden altar of 
incense he pauses a moment to glory in his new attainment. 
His reverie is interrupted by the sound of footsteps behind 
him. He wheels about to see who has the audacity to enter 
while he is officiating there. He sees the high priest, 
.A..zariah, followed by dozens of under priests, rush up to 
him, and hears him say: 'It's none of your business, Uzziah, 
to burn incense to Jehovah; it's the business of the priests, 
the descendants of Aaron, who have been consecrated to 
burn incense.' First Uzziah is stunned; then he is furious 
as .A..zariah continues, 'Get out of the sanctuary, because 
you are acting unfaithfully, and this won't honor you before 
Jehovah God.' With that Uzziah's fury explodes and he 
rages against the priests. But, as he rages, he notices a 
sudden look of horror come on all the faces. They do not 
seem to hear a word he is saying. They just stare at his 
forehead. He stops and thinks, What have these fools seen? 
He tries to raise his brows, but feels a numbness in his 
forehead. So that is it-LEPROSY! The priests gather around 
him and he feels them push him to the door. As he realizes 
that Jehovah has smitten him, he hurries out of his own 
accord. Now he craves to be alone and unobserved. He runs 
through the crowds, tearing his royal robes, disheveling his 
hair, covering his mustache and crying out with great 
bitterness, ''Unclean, unclean!" Through his mind flash 
all the lepers he has seen; the dry white spots on their 
skin; the blisters on their bodies; their limping about; th(· 
hard claw-like nails on hands itnd feet; their running sores; 
the stench; the dying and dropping off of their extremities, 
the final paralysis of face and legs and arms; and then­
death!-Lev. 13: 14. 

'To the day of his death King Uzziah remained a leper, 
and as a leper he lived apart, excluded from the temple of 
Jehovah.'-2 Chron. 26: 21, Moffatt. 

The Lord had Uzziah's unfaithful act recorded in his 
Word as a picture of the unfaithfulness of Chri-;tendom 
Just as Uzziah became haughty and so impressed with his 
own importance that he considered himself above God's 
law governing the temple and committed the willful sin 
that brought on him incurable leprosy, so likewise Christen­
dom refuses to heed God's Word and is willfully disobedient 
to Jehovah, and she will never be cured of her unclean 
sinful conditi6n symbolized by leprosy, but will be destroye11 
by Jehovah God at Armageddon.-2 Chron. 26: 16: Prov. 
16: 18; Deut. 17: 12; Num. 15: 30. 

The fear of Jehovah i8 the beginning of knowledge; but the 
fooli.~b despiu wisdom and imtruction.-Proverbs 1: 7, .4.S.V. 




