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"And all thy children shall be tau9ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." - baiah 5 #: IJ. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from e>erlastlng to 

everlasting, and is the :\laker of heuven and earth and Gh·er of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent in en a ting all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the issue of His universal sO\·ereigntY; 

THAT GOD created the earth for mau, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's luw and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made huwan as the man Jesus and suf· 
fered dea t.h in order to produce the ransom or reuemptlve price for 
obedient men; that God ruised up Christ ·Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above e\'ery other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and thut Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah's 
organization, anti are His witnesses whose duty and pr1nlege it 
ls to testify to Jeho,·ah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward manltind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
next great act is to de~troy Satan's organb:ation and establish 
rif~hteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kinguom 
the people of good-will surviving Annageuclon will carry out the 
dh·ine manclate to "fill the earth" with righteous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth. 

DISTRICT ASSE'.\IBLY IN ATLANTA 

As announced at the Los Angeles assembly last August, the first 
of the 1948 district assemblies in America will be held m Atlanta, 
G!!orgia. The time of this 3-day assembly has been moved up to 
111nrch 12-14. The contract for the use of the Mumcipal Auditori­
um, 30 Courtland Street, Atlanta, Georgia, has now been signed, 
making possible this definite announcement. The president of the 
Society and other representatives are expected to serve on the 
program. All persons of good-will included within the boundaries 
of this district are cordially invited to attend. 

"THE JOY OF ALL THE PEOPLE" 
The title of this new booklet brings to mind the announcement 

of the angel at Jesus' birth. The booklet presents the speech de­
livered by the president of the Watchtower Society to audiences 
on five continents and the islands of the sea during the course 
of his round-the-world tour. It was released to the public at the 
close of the president's address to an audience of 28,000 at the 
recent Philadelphia assembly. The booklet comprises 32 pages and 
has a cheerful cover. Copies are now at your disposal on a con· 
tribution of five cents each. 

1948 MEMORIAL DATE 
The date for celebrating the annual Memorial of Christ's death 

in which his faithful body members participate is Nisan 14, that 
is to say, the 14th day of the first Jewish lunar month, as instituted 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal ls published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readet'S and the Society 
supplies other Uterature to aid in such stutlies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of publlc instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all rellgion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It ls wholly and without reservation 
for the k!nguom of J ehovnh God under Christ his belo>ed King. 
It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents In the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
ln controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

Notice to Subscnbera: Bem!ttancea should be sent to office In your 
country In compl!ance with regulation• to guarnntee safe deln·ery of 
money, Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries v.·here no 
office Is located, by International money order only. Subscription rates In 
dil!ereut countries are stated below In local currency. ll"ohce of e.rp1rat1on 
(with renewal blank) Is sent at least two Issues before subscription 
e:<p1res. Change of addresa when sent to our office may be expected 
eflective within one month. Send your old n• well as new address. 

Please address the Watch Tower Society in every cnse. 

Offices Yearly 8ubscriptlon Rate 
A.menca (0. 8.), 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. $1.00 
A.ustralia, 7 BereFford Rd., Stratl1fteld, N. S. W. Gs 
Briti.h West Indies, 21 Taylor St., Port of Spain, Trinidad $1.25 
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Enf/land, 34 Crnven Terrace, London, W. 2 :is 
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New Zealand, G. P. 0. Ilox 30, Wellington, C. 6s 
Phihpp•ne Islands, 2621 Int. 2 Herran, Santa d.na, Manila 2 pesos 
South Africa, 623 Boston House, Cape Town lis 

Translations of this journal appear ln many languages. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason o! ln­
firnuty, po\·erty or ad,·erslty are unable to pay the subscription price may 
ha\e The Tratchtotcer free upon v.ritten application to the puuhohers, 
made once each year, stating the reason for so reque,tlng It. We are 
glad to thus aid the needy, but the written appllcation once each year 
ls required by the postal regulations. 

Printed in the United Stutes of America 

Entered as aecond-class matter at tho post office at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
under the A.ct of March 3, 1879. 

by Jehovah God. (Exodus 12: 1-8) The Watch Tower Society 
calculates this according to the first new moon that falls nearest 
to the spring equinox, whether before it or after it. We do not 
follow strictly the fixed Jewish schedule of 7 intercalary months 
for e>ery 19-year period. According to due reckomng, then, 
K1san 14 begins at sundown of Thursday, March 25, 1948. All 
organized companies and groups of Jehovah's Christian v.•tncsses 
throughout the earth should assemble that day after 6 p.m. Stand­
ard Time and observe the Memorial, providing the unleavened 
bread and red wine for any persons attending that profess to be 
of the remnant of the members of Chnst's body. 

After opening song, prayer, and an explanatory talk on the 
meanrng of the Memorial, and then a single prayer over both tbc 
bread and wine together, these emblems should be served together 
to any and all present that judge themselves worthy to partake 
of them. After suitable field-service announcements and a final 
song, the meeting should be closed with prayer. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 
Week of February 15: "The Signal to the Peoples," 
if 1-13 inclusive, The Watchtower January 15, 1948. 
Week of February 22: "The Signal to the Peoples," 
if 14-30 inclusive, The Watchtower January 15, 1948. 
Week of February 29 : "The Signal to the Peoples," 

11 31-41 inclusive, also "Resolution", 
i! 1-11 inclusive, The W atclitower January 15, 1948. 
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THE SIGNAL TO THE PEOPLES 

"Pass through, pass through the gates, prepare the way of the people; grade up, grade up the highway, 
clear it of stones; raise a signal over the peoples. See! the LORD has made proclamation to the end of the 

earth."-Isa. 62: 10, 11, An Amer. Trans.; Moffatt. 

JEHOVAH God has issued the command in this 
marvelous century to raise up a signal to the 
peoples of all nations. :More than seven centuries 

before the beginning of our common era his prophet 
Isaiah foretold the lifting up of this signal of such 
world-wide importance, and today the signal has 
been set up. It is becoming visible to more and more 
of the peoples. The signal is stood up on a high place 
and given the greatest prominence in order that it 
may become the assembly place, the rendezvous, to 
which the people seeking a divine government may 
gather and render their presence as loyal subjects 
and supporters. In this "atomic age" marked by the 
setting up of the organization of the United Nations 
the people everywhere are being urged to rally to 
this international organization as the sole remaining 
hope for mankind. The spokesmen thereof warn us 
that it is a case of either this United Nations or 
chaos and the destruction of civilization. Does the 
prophecy of Isaiah back up that warning? Is this 
international organization that to which Isaiah 
pointed as the signal to which the peoples must 
assemble for preservation and salvation 1 and are the 
builders of the United Nations the ones that have 
raised up the foretold signal, thus making themselves 
the ones that have fulfilled the prophecy~ These 
questions demand an honest scrutiny of facts and 
Scriptures for an answer. 

2 The prophecy of the signal as translated from the 
Hebrew into English in the most popular English 
edition of the Bible, the King Jam es Version, reads: 
"Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the 
way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; 
gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the 
people. Behold, the Lonn hath proclaimed unto the 
end of the world," etc. (Isa. 62: 10, 11) Other transla­
tions of more recent date also speak of it as a 
"standard for the people", or even an "ensign". By 
the expression "standard" we are not to understand 
anything like a flag or banner in a modern sense to 
1 In this day of the signal and United Nations, what questions demand 
nnswer? 
2. What must we not understand this "signal" to be? 

which homage and salutes and religious ceremonies 
are rendered. It is Jehovah God who through his 
prophet commands this so-called "standard" to be 
set up for the peoples; and he would not command 
the setting up of that which violates his own holy 
command: "Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven 
image, nor any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow down 
thyself unto them, nor serve them; for I Jehovah thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon 
the fourth generation of them that hate me, and 
showing lovingkindness unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments."-Ex. 20: 4-6, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

8 Neither by the expression standard are we to 
understand anything like standards of the ancient 
nations such as Egypt, Assyria and Rome. Such 
standards had idolatrous practices connected with 
them. One cyclopedia• tells us: "The invention of 
standards is attributed by ancient authors to the 
Egyptians, and this with great probability, as they 
had the earliest organized military force of which 
we have any knowledge .... Diodorus informs us that 
the Egyptian standards consisted of the figure of an 
animal at the end of a spear. Among the Egyptian 
sculptures and paintings there also appear other 
standards, ... Among the ancient Assyrians stand­
ards were in regular use, chiefly of two kinds-one 
a pole with a ball and a flag at the top; the other 
having the figure of a person, probably a divinity, 
standing over one or two bulls and drawing a bow. 
The former kind are more likely to have been con­
nected with religious than with military purposes, 
as they are found standing in front of an altar .... 
The early Greeks employed for a standard a piece of 
armor at the end of a spear; ... Greek nations also 
displayed the effigies of their tutelary gods, or their 
---

• McC!intock & Strong's Oyclopa;dia, volume 9, under 
"Standard". 
3, 4. With what did standards of ancient nations have a connection? 

19 
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particular symbols, at the end of a spear. Some of 
them had simply the initial letter of their national 
name." 

•As to the Romans, the Encyclopcedia Britannica 
the eleventh edition, of 1910, volume 10, under "Flag"' 
tells us: "The Roman standards were guarded with 
religious veneration in the temples at Rome; and the 
reverence of this people for their ensigns was in 
proportion to their superiority to other nations in 
all that tends to success in war. It was not unusual 
for a general to order a standard to be cast into the 
ranks of the enemy, to add zeal to the onset of his 
soldiers by exciting them to recover what to them 
was perhaps the most sacred thing the earth pos­
sessed. The Roman soldier swore by his ensign." 
"Early flags were almost purely of a religious charac­
ter. In Bede's description of the interview between 
the heathen king lEtbelberht and the Roman mission­
ary Augustine, the followers of the latter [Augus­
tine] are said to have borne banners on which silver 
crosses were displayed. The national banner of Eng­
land for centuries-the red cross of St. George-was 
a religious one; in fact the aid of religion seems ever 
to have been sought to give sanctity to national flags, 
and the origin of many can be traced to a sacred 
banner, as is notably the case with the oriflamme of 
France and the Dannebrog of Denmark .... The 
banner of William the Conqueror was sent to him by 
the pope, and the early English kings fought under 
the banners of Edward the Confessor and St. Ed­
mund; while the blended crosses of St. George, St. 
Andrew and St. Patrick still form the national ensign. 
of the united kingdoms of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, whose patron saints they severally were." 

6 On the subject of Roman idolatry before their 
military standards we quote the religious writer of 
the second century, Tertullian, of Carthage, North 
Africa. In his Apologeticiis addressed to the pagan 
Homan magistracy in a defense against false charges 
hurled at Christianity he says, in chapter 16, page 
162: "The entire religion of the Roman camp almost 
consisted in worshiping the ensigns; in swearing by 
the ensigns; and in pref erring the ensigns before all 
the other gods." As a specific instance of the reli­
gious worship that the Roman soldiers tendered to 
their standards, thereby idolizing them, the famous 
Jewish historian Josephus tells of an incident that 
took place after the temple of Jerusalem had been 
set afire by the Roman soldiers on the tenth day of 
the month Ab (the fifth month) of A.D. 70, contrary 
to the wishes and orders of their commander Titus. 
In Book 6 of "Wars of the Jews", chapter 6, Josephus 
writes: "Now the Romans, upon the fiigh t of the sedi­
tious into the city, and upon the burning of the holy 
house itself, and of all the buildings round about it, 

II. What 11.cts of the Romans show the origin of flag-•alutlng? 

brought their ensigns to the temple, and set them 
over against its eastern gate [which would be near 
the altar]. And there did they offer sacrifices to 
them; and there did they make Titus imperator, with 
the greatest acclamations of joy." Thus we see what 
was the origin of flag-saluting. 

8 Well, then, did the Jews or Israelites of Bible 
times have standards for use in their camp and mili­
tary organization f The Bible tells us they had what 
they called a degel, which word has been translated 
into English by standard; and also what they 
called ohth, which word has been translated as sign 
or ensign. In the wilderness through which they 
marched away from Egypt and to the Promised 
Land the twelve tribes of Israel encamped in four 
large divisions about the sacred tabernacle, each 
division made up of three tribes. Each tribe descend­
ed from one common father or head of the tribe. Each 
three-tribe division had its own de gel (or standard), 
which must have been quite large in order to be seen 
by the people of all the three tribes who followed it. 
And then each tribe had its oh th (or ensign), which 
was doubtless smaller because of not serving such a 
large number of persons. For the whole Israelite 
camp there were thus four degel (or standards), and 
twelve ohth (or ensigns). All these helped to keep 
the camp together in an orderly arrangement and 
to march in an orderly manner, the members of each 
division and of each tribe keeping together and 
knowing their respective places in the camp and in 
the line of march. 

1 From the account at Numbers 1: 52 and 2: 1-34• 
we see that in the four divisions grouped around 

• "And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man 
by his own cnmp, and every man by his own standard [degrl], 
according to their hosts. And Jehovah spake unto .Jioscs and unto 
Aaron, saymg, The children of Israel shall encamp e\•ery l!lan 
by his own standard [degel], with the ens.gns (oilth] of their 
fathers' houses: over against the tent of meding shall they encamp 
round about. And those that encamp on the east side toward the 
sunrising shall be they of the standard [degel] of the camp of 
JUDAH, according to their hosts: ... And tliose tl!at encamp next 
unto him shall be the tribe of Issachar: ... And the tribe of 
Zebulun .... On the south side shall be the standard [degel) of 
the camp of REUBEN accordmg to their hosts: ... And those that 
encamp next unto him shall be the tribe of Simeon: ... And the 
tribe of Gad: ... Then the tent of meeting shall set forward, 
with the camp of the Lentes rn the midst of the camps: as they 
encamp, so shall they set forward, every man rn his pince, by their 
standards [dcgel]. On the west side shall be the standard [dcgel] 
of the camp of EPHRAIM according to their hosts: ... And next 
unto him shall be the tribe of Manasseh: ... And the tribe of 
Benjamin: ..• On the north side shall be the standard [ degel] of 
the cawp of DAN according to their hosts: ... And those that 
encamp next unto him shall be the tribe of Asher: ... And the 
tribe of Naphtali: ... They shall set forth hindmost by their 
standards ldegel]. Thus did the children of Israel; acco1dmg 
to all that Jehovah commanded Moses, so they en<.:amped by the.r 
standards [degel], and so they set forward, every one by their 
families, according to their fathers' houses (each tribal house 
with its oh th or ensign] ."-Num. 1: 52 and 2: 1-3, 5, 1, 10, 12, 
14, 17, 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, 29, 31, 34, .Am. Stan. Ver. 

6, 7. What standard• did Israel have? and tor what purpose? 
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the tabernacle the four deg el (or standards) were 
assigned to the leading tribes of Judah, Reuben, 
Ephraim, and Dan. (See also Numbers 10: 14, 17, 22, 
25.) Just what the degel or divisional standards 
were, just what their shape and size were, we do not 
know. The ancient Jewish rabbis expressed some 
ideas about them, but these are mere suppositions 
and wholly unreliable. In time of battle the tribes 
marched under and rallied around their standards. 
They used them also for the sake of organization, 
order and unity; but they absolutely paid no reli­
gious respects or idolatrous worship or salutes to 
them. To have done so would have been a breaking 
of the second of Jehovah's Ten Commandments. 

WHAT LIFTED UP, AND WHERE 

•At Isaiah 62: 10 the so-called "standard" which 
is prophetically commanded to be raised up is some­
thing different from the degel or standard of the 
camp of Israel. The prophet gives it a different name 
( nehs), which name denotes something that is lifted 
up. That it was something set up upon an eminent 
place and outstandingly alone, so that it was seen 
distinctly and from afar, is shown at Isaiah 30: 17. In 
that verse Jehovah God tells the unfaithful Israel­
ites who forsook him and went down to Egypt for 
help that they would easily be put to flight by their 
enemies: "Let but five threaten, you shall fly, till few 
are left of you, lonely like any pole upon the hills, 
like a lone signal [nehs] on a mountain-top."-Mof­
fatfs translation; also .An .American Translation. 

0 This signal (or nehs) could have been just a plain 
pole or stake, with something attached to its top or 
hung from it to flap and flutter in the wind, and thus 
to convey some meaning or telegraphic message to 
those beholding it from afar. For example: In the 
fortieth and last year of their journey through the 
wilderness the Israelites fell to complaining because 
of privations and hardships. To make a prophetic 
picture of instruction to us today God sent stinging 
serpents among them, and many Israelites died from 
serpent bites. When the people appealed to him for 
deliverance, then, as we read, "The LoRD said unto 
Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a 
pole [nehs] : and it shall come to pass, that every 
one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 
And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon 
a pole [nehs], and it came to pass, that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived."-Num. 21: 5-9. 

10 That serpent upon the pole symbolized the 
heavenly One who was made to be a sin-offering for 
us, namely, Jesus Christ as a man. He himself said 
:,;o, telling us in his private talk with Nicodemus: 

8, 9 \\'hat facts should we notice about a "signal" or ''neba"? 
10. What did l\loseH' hf ting up the serpent on a pole s1gnl!y? 

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that who­
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life." (John 3: 14, 15) Christ Jesus was thus 
symbolically associated with a signal pole, to picture 
how he would be made conspicuous as the Savior of 
mankind. All those dying from sin and condemnation 
must look to him with faith and acceptance of him in 
order for Jehovah God to free them from sin, con­
demnation and death. If we turn our faces and hearts 
away from him in complaining, disobedience and 
unfaithfulness, then no other means of salvation 
remains for us; only destruction. The apostle Paul 
warns us against this with these words: "Neither let 
us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as 
some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of 
the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come."-1 Cor. 10: 9-11. 

11 That the signal (or nehs) was something raised 
or set up and that it was stationary to serve as a 
point of assembly is shown in connection with the 
battle of Rephidim in the wilderness journey. The 
Israelites were attacked by the wicked Amalekites. 
Under Joshua as field commander the Israelites went 
out to the fight against the aggressors. The prophet 
Moses watched from atop a hill, and because he held 
up his hands in sign of triumph to the end of the 
battle, the Lord God gave the Israelites victory and 
the Amalekites a total def eat. The record, as given 
in .An .American Translation, reads: "Then the LoRD 
said to Moses, ''Write this as a memorandum in a 
book, and recite it to Joshua; for I will blot out the 
very memory of Amalek from under the heavens.' 
Then Moses built an altar, and called its name 
Yahweh-nissi [the LoRD is my standard]. 'Because 
a hand has been raised against the throne of the 
LoRD,' he said, 'the LoRD will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation.' "-Ex. 17: 14-16. 

12 There .An .American Translation reads the word 
"nissi" to mean "my standard",• as though the word 
were made up of the Hebrew word nehs together 
with the personal pronoun ending for my. However, 
the Latin Vulgate translation and the Roman Cath­
olic Douay Version of the Bible read differently 
here, as follows: "And .Moses built an altar: and 
called the name thereof, The Lord my exaltation."t 
(Ex.17: 15) However, the Greek Septuagint Version, 
which is the oldest translation of the Hebrew Scrip-

• This English word being drawn from the Teutonic word 
standan, meaning "to stand", and referring to the fixed pole to 
which an object or another pole was attached. 

t Understanding the Hebrew to be from nahssas = "to hoist, 
lift up" 

11, 12. What did the altar "Jehovah-nlasl" show as to a signal Y 
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tures, looks upon the word "nissi"• as meaning some­
thing to which to flee, and hence translates this verse 
still differently, namely: ".A.nd Moses built an altar 
to the Lord, and called the name of it, The Lord my 
Refuge: For with a secret hand the Lord wages war 
upon Amalee to all generations." (Ex.17: 15, 16, LXX 
according to Bagster's translation; also Thomson) 
Whether Moses built the altar upon the top of the 
hill from which he viewed the battle is not stated, 
but is likely. It was something raised up or exalted, 
and fixed, stationary; and it bore the name of J eho­
vah the Exalted One, to whom the sacrifice of deliver­
ance is brought. While not symbolizing Jehovah him­
self, the altar was distinguished by his name and 
called attention to him as the Exalted· One, the ~lost 
High God, and our Refuge from the deadly enemies 
that attack Jehovah's consecrated people in an un­
warranted manner. 

13 In view of the foregoing facts, then, \vhen J eho­
va11 God at Isaiah 62: 10 commands a highway to be 
cast up, and the stones of stumbling to be gathered 
out, and a signal (or nehs) to be lifted up for the 
people, we should not draw a wrong picture in our 
minds. We should not think of something like a flag, 
banner, standard or ensign of today being carried by 
a standard-bearer or color-bearer at the head of a 
marching column, and all of these marching people 
tramping along over the banked-up, stone-free high­
way to wherever the standard-bearer leads them. 
Th~ signal (or nehs) was not carried about by some 
person, but was fixed and stationary. It was not set 
up in the middle of a highway, but upon a lofty 
height it was set up; and rather than the people's 
following along after it to some destination to which 
the signal was carried, the stationary signal on the 
hill was the thing to which the people assembled 
themselves from all directions. The highway was 
really cast up to lead to it. 

TO WHOM ADDRESSED, AND WHEN 

i. Jehovah's stirring command is evidently an 
assembly call; but to whom is it addressed, and at 
what time~ The answers to these questions appear 
when we consider that this is part of a prophecy of 
restoration and reconstruction of Jehovah's people 
who are in a covenant with him to do his will. The 
prophecy, therefore, had a preliminary, miniature, 
pictorial fulfillment upon God's ancient chosen 
nation, the Israelites, after the land of Judah and 
Jerusalem had lain desolate seventy years while they 
lingered in exile and captivity in the foreign land of 
Babylonia. It has its major and final fulfillment upon 
God's devoted people in covenant relationship with 

•As if derived from the Hebrew verb "nuhs", meaning "to tlee". 

13. What wrong picture should we not draw regarding Isaiah 62: 10? 
14. Upon whom is the fulfillment of Isaiah 62 ~ 10, and when? 

him in these days, particularly since .A..D. 1919. 
Hence the prophetic command is a divine promise 
that after His people have experienced deserved dis­
favor from the Lord by their captivity in Babylonia 
they would be restored to their God-given land and 
would again delight themselves in his favor. For 
this reason the Moffatt translation, with the thought 
of the home-coming of the Israelites from exile in 
mind, renders Jehovah's command in these words: 
"Pass through the gates, pass out to make a path for 
the returning exiles, bank up a causeway, clear out 
the stones; signal to the nations ... To the very ends 
of earth the Eternal has proclaimed this : 'Tell the 
citizens of Sion, their deliverer is coming, bringing 
his reward with him, bringing his recompense.' " 
-Isa. 62 : 10, 11. 

H Addressing himself to Jerusalem which was to 
be rebuilt and to become a praise to Jehovah God in 
all the earth, the Lord God tells of the prosperity 
that his restored people would taste, fully enjoying 
the products of their labor, when he says: "Jehovah 
hath sworn by his right hand, and by the arm of his 
strength, Surely I will no more give thy grain to be 
food for thine enemies; and foreigners shall not 
drink thy new wine, for which thou [Jerusalem] hast 
labored: but they that have garnered it shall eat it, 
and praise Jehovah; and they that have gathered it 
shall drink it in the courts of my sanctuary." (Isa. 
62: 8, 9, Am.Stan. Ver.) This denotes that Jehornh's 
sanctuary or temple would be restored, and his wor­
ship would be re-established in the land. Then he 
would come to his temple by means of his representa­
tive Messenger, the :Messiah, and would cleanse his 
people of all Babylonish impurities of worship. For 
their faithfulness in his worship he would not let 
their enemies interfere with their prosperity or rob 
them of the fruits of their efforts in Jehovah's 
service.-M:al. 3: 1-5, 10-12. 

16 Hence the command to go through the gates and 
prepare the way of the people is directed to the 
captives of God's people in Babylon, at the end of 
the seventy years of desolation and depopulation of 
the land of Judah and Jerusalem. They are com­
manded to go through Babylon's gates• and get out 
of her, for, according to the prophecies of both Isaiah 
and Jeremiah, Babylon is doomed to destruction and 
she should be forsaken by those who seek God's favor 
and his protection and preservation.-Isaiah, chap­
ters 13, 46, 47; Jeremiah, chapters 50, 51. 

17 No literal highway was specially built up, 

•It is true that the ancient Greek Septuagint Version savs "my 
gates'', reading: "Go through my gates, and make a wav for mv 
people; and cast the stones out of the way; lift up [a fi.x;d sign o.r 
signal] for the Gentiles.'' (LXX, Bagster, Thomson) But here "my 
gates" can be understood only to signify God's provision for escape 
from Babylon, namely, by means of His truth and worship. 
15. What do the two preceding verses <Isa. 62: 8, 9) show? 
16, 17. Wby go through the gates? and how prepare the highway? 
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banked, graded and cleared of stones for the Israel­
ite captives to travel conveniently from Babylon and 
back over the four-month-long journey to the site of 
Jerusalem in the land of Judah. However, the way 
was opened and made freer and easier for them by 
the decree of Babylon's conqueror, King Cyrus. 
God's spirit or active force worked upon Cyrus and 
led him to decree freedom for the Israelite captives 
of Babylon to return to Jerusalem's old site and 
rebuild the temple of Jehovah. For that purpose he 
restored all the temple vessels and implements that 
Babylon had stolen, and he permitted and encour­
aged contributions to be made to the work of recon­
struction of Jehovah's worship there. The leaders of 
the Israelites, like Zerubbabel their governor and 
Joshua their high priest, co-operated with King 
Cyrus, and the people made contributions to those 
returning to the work of temple-building. This all 
helped to make the way back easier for the Israelites, 
and the king's decree cleared the way back of hin­
drances and interferences which enemies along the 
way might have offered to block them in their good 
purposes and endeavors. 

THE FIXED SIGN IDENTIFIED 
18 What, then, was the fixed sign or signal that was 

hoisted or lifted up for the peoples, and which 
became the goal toward which the Israelites and the 
people of good-will with them could aim and bend 
their efforts? It was Jerusalem restored on her own 
hilltop as the city of the great King Jehovah and 
with his visible representative governing in her 
midst and with his official high priest serving at the 
altar of her reconstructed temple. For this reason 
the verses just preceding this command to lift up the 
fixed sign that it might be a signal to the peoples 
said: "I have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0 J eru­
salem; they shall never hold their peace day nor 
night: ye that are Jehovah's remembrancers, take ye 
no rest, and give him no rest, till he establish, and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth."-Isa. 
62: 6, 7, Am. Stan. Ver. 

19 That ancient miniature-fulfillment took place 
from and after the spring of 537 B.C. It gave good 
assurance that the grander and complete fulfillment 
would take place down here in our time and it helps 
us to perceive and understand this final fulfillment of 
the prophecy. The prophecy was fulfilled, in a small­
scale way, first upon the Israelite people to whom 
God said through Isaiah: "Ye are my witnesses, 
saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen." 
(Isa. 43: 10, Am. Stan. Ver.) And the prophecy is 
completely fulfilled upon Jehovah's witnesses of our 
day. During World War I, of the years 1914-1918, 
Jehovah's consecrated witnesses who follow in Jesus' 

footsteps were persecuted, imprisoned, killed, and 
put in a general condition of fear and restraint, and 
their witness work was desolated by raids, seizures, 
confiscations, and prohibitions. This corresponded 
with the desolating of the land of Judah and J eru­
salem and the bringing of the Israelites into cap­
tivity in Babylon. 

20 After the close of World War I, in November, 
1918, Jehovah God had mercy upon his faithful­
hearted witnesses in their captive state. The next 
year, in the spring of 1919, he began reviving his 
Theocratic organization in the earth. Through it he 
sent the command to his captive witnesses to aban­
don their state of bondage in great Babylon, the 
Devil's organization of religion, commerce and poli­
tics, into captivity to which the fear of men and the 
obedience to traditions of men had brought them. 
They must forsake Babylon and return as free 
Christians to the Theocratic organization and resume 
Jehovah's worship according to His organized way 
and His instructions. They must do so with boldness 
and freedom from the restraints of fear of men and 
of servility to this world. 

21 Thus through his visible Theocratic organiza­
tion, and through the organized efforts and co-opera­
tion of his people under Christ, the way was pre­
pared for them to return to their proper place of 
relationship with God and to their proper freedom in 
God's worship and service at his spiritual temple. 
The stones, that is, the stumblingblocks to progress 
due to false doctrines, religious traditions, un-Theo­
cratic methods, etc., were cleared from the pathway 
to make easier and quicker their advance. Then J eho­
vah's witnesses, just an anointed remnant of them 
to begin with in 1919, went through the broken-open 
gates of modern Babylon. Out they marched to God­
given freedom, and started marching over the way 
which was gradually banked up and cleared of 
obstacles ahead of them. 

22 However, where were Jehovah's witnesses from 
and after A.D. 1919 headed T Were they destined to 
wander aimlessly around, frustrated at every turn, 
and getting nowhere, like Christendom's religious, 
commercial and political leaders 1 Would they, too, 
prove to be unreliable guides with whom it would be 
foolish and unsafe to associate and go alongt No, not 
by any means I Jehovah's witnesses know their desti­
nation, for it is marked out for them by Jehovah 
God. They have clearly in view their blessed goal. 
It is the fixed sign or signal that Jehovah long ago 
prophetically commanded to be lifted up for the 
peoples in these momentous days. And what is that 
signal which must be lifted up for all peoples that 
seek freedom from this Babylonish world and that 
seek prosperity, peace, unity, and the pure worship 

18, 19. (a) What was the signal in miniature fulfillment? (b) Toward 20, 21. Out ot what did they march? and how was the way prepared? 
whom and after what is the prophecy's major fulfillment? 2Z. What and where Is the signal to whleh they were headed? 
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of the Jiving and true God 1 Tlrnt great upstanding 
signal of such prominence is JEHOVAH'S REIGNING 
KING, CHRIST JEsus ! He is the exalted sign or signal 
[nehs] around which all of Jehovah's witnesses, 
delivered from Babylon, assemble in earth-wide 
unity. Around him as Jehovah's "high priest after 
the order of .Melchizedek" we engage in the unifying 
worship of the Most High God, Jehovah. Christ 
Jesus, the glorious Signal, stands upon the lofty 
height of .Mount Zion, the established kingdom of 
God. There he now reigns in the midst of his enemies 
in order to vindicate Jehovah's right to universal 
sovereignty and in order to bless good-wiII persons 
out of all families and nations of the earth. (Rev. 
14: 1) Let us all join in exalting him with praise! 

23 This is "that dav" of which Jehovah bv his 
prophet Isaiah furthe~ spoke, saying: "It shall-come 
to pass ON THAT DAY that the root of Jesse, who will 
be standing as a signal [nehs] to the pe9ples-to HIM 
will the nations resort, and his resting-place will be 
glorious. On that day will the LORD [Jehovah•] once 
more raise his hand to recover the remnant that 
remains of his people, from Assyria and from Egypt, 
from Pathros and from Ethiopia, from Elam and 
from Shinar [Babylon], from Hamath and from the 
coastlands of the sea. He will raise a sig·nal [nehs] to 
the nations, and will gather the outcasts of Israel; and 
the scattered daughters of Judah will he assemble 
from the four corners of the earth. Then all jealousy 
against Ephraim will cease, and those wl10 are hostiie 
to Judah will be cut off; Ephraim will not be jealous 
of Judah, and Judah will not be hostile to Ephraim. 
But they will swoop down" on their common enemies. 
-Isa. 11: 10-14, An Amer. Trans.; Moffatt. 

u This prophecy firmly establishes it that Christ 
Jesus the King is the great Signal that is lifted up 
for the peoples, for he is the Son of David and the 
grandson of Jesse, accordin3' to the flesh. He was 
even foreshadowed by King David himself, who was 
the direct son of Jesse. But Christ Jesus is more 
than a grandson or descendant of David's father 
Jesse according to the flesh. He is the root of Jesse, 
because the main reason for that God-fearing man 
Jesse and his son David to come into existence was 
rooted in the divine promise to produce :Messiah or 
Christ. Thus Jesse and David served as ancestral 
forerunners of this :Messiah or Christ; and because 
David was directly the son of Jesse he was used as 
a prophetic type of Jesus Christ. However, Jesus 
Christ is the "root of Jesse" also in a far more vital 
sense, in that he died for Jesse and all other God­
fearing faithful men. Therefore Jesse's hope of 

• According to 18 old Hebrew manuscripts this is one of the 134 
places where the Jewish copyists or Sopherim changed the text 
from "Jehovah" of the earlier reading to the substitute "Adonai". 

23. \\'hat does Isaiah 11 : 10-14 foretell concerning a signal? 
24. Who la the signal there Identified as being! 

living again is vested in Jesus Christ, who wi1l in 
due time raise Jesse and also David from the dead. 
In accordance with this, the glorified Jesus speaks 
of himself as the life-giving "root", saying: "I Jes us 
have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things 
in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of 
David, and the bright and morning star." (Rev. 
22: 16) He is "the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the 
Root of David".-Rev. 5: 5. 

BEHOLD, HE HAS COME! 
25 The identity of the signal with Jehovah's anoint­

ed, reigning King, the :Messiah, is shown by the 
next verses following the command to signal to the 
peoples. It reads: "Behold, Jehovah hath proclaimed 
unto the end of the earth, Say ye to the daughter of 
Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
And they shall call them The holy people, The re­
deemed of Jehovah: and thou [Zion or Jerusalem] 
shalt be called Sought out, A city not forsaken," a 
new name or designation for Jehovah's Theocratic 
organization. (Isa. 62: 11, 12, Am.Stan. Ver.) This 
scripture is definitely applied for us under the un­
erring spirit of God, and it is applied to no other 
tha.n Jehovah's great Messenger who comes to the 
temple where coronations of Israel's kings took place, 
namely, to Christ Jesus. In this case where the Bible 
applies prophecy for us the miniature or preliminary 
fulfi.llment of the prophecy is brought to view. It was 
at the time when Jesus rode the untamed colt of an 
ass into Jerusalem in the spring of 33 and the accom­
panying multitudes were hosannaing him as "the 
Son of David" and were blessing 'the kingdom of our 
father David, that cometh in the name of Jehovah'. 
-Mark 11: 7-11; Luke 19: 35-38. 

28 The inspired apostolic writer Matthew tells us 
that it was then that Isaiah's prophecy had a fulfill­
ment. Telling of the preparations for Jesus to ride 
in the ancient style of Israel's kings into the holy 
city on tl1e way to its temple, Matthew comments: 
"All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of 
an ass." (Matt. 21: 1-5) The apostle John also tells 
us it was a fulfillment of prophecy, for lie says: "And 
Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; 
as it is written, Fear not, daughter of Sion: behold, 
thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt. These 
things understood not his disciples at the first: but 
when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they that 
these things were written of him, and that they had 
done these things unto him." (John 12: 14-16) Here 

25. Bow does verse 11 following Isaiah 62 : 10 Identify the sll<tlal? 
26. !low do Matthew and John point to a fulfillment of tills prophecy? 
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the apostles Matthew and John combine the proph­
ecies of Isaiah with that of Zechariah 9: 9, which is 
also a Kingdom prophecy and which reads: "Rejoice 
greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of 
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he 
is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon 
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." This 
occurred three and a half years after Jesus was bap­
tized and anointed with God's spirit to be King and 
became the royal Heir of the covenant for the king­
dom made with his forefather David. After riding 
into the holy city Jesus went into the temple and 
thereafter cleansed it. 

21 On the basis of these recorded fulfillments of 
prophecy, the King Christ Jesus is the foretold One 
respecting whom Jehovah has had proclaimed to the 
end of the earth, for the benefit of the daughter of 
Zion, "Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his work before him." He 
is the One bringing salvation from Jehovah for all 
those giving faith and loyalty to him; and he is 
Jehovah's appointed Judge and Executioner. He is 
the Signal lifted up for the peoples, and on this 
account Jehovah God has the proclamation made to 
the very ends of the earth that all peoples may hear 
and all meek, believing ones may gather to the Signal 
which stands up on top of Zion, the established king­
dom of God. He is the Signal for all such to draw 
near and unitedly take their stand on the side of the 
kingdom of Jehovah God by Christ Jesus. The rais­
ing of the fixed Sign or Signal marks the beginning 
of a great gathering of people from all over the earth 
to the support of the long-awaited Kingdom. 

28 In the final fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy in 
our day Jehovah is the great Sovereign who raises 
up the Signal. Jehovah makes him to stand up in 
power on top of the lofty kingdom or capital organ­
ization symbolized by Mount Zion of ancient times. 
His setting up of the Signal took place A.D. 1914 at 
his bringing of Christ Jesus forth as acting King 
and enthroning him in heaven; and this was sym­
bolically foretold to us at Revelation 12: 1-5, where 
we read: "And a great sign was seen in heaven: a 
woman [picturing the mother organization Zion] 
arrayed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars; and she 
was with child; and she crieth out, travailing in 
birth, and in pain to be delivered .... And she was 
delivered of a son, a man child, who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught 
up unto God, and unto his throne." (.Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Such birth of the man-child by the symbolic woman 
Zion pictures the production of Jesus Christ as 
reigning King, which divine act results in the birth 
of the kingdom of God by Christ. 
27. What does Jehovah have proclaimed reitardlng him, and whJ? 
28. Who set up the Signal? wben? and with wblit sign in heaven? 

29 The political nations and governments of earth 
are filled with the spirit of the Dragon, that old 
Serpent, Satan the Devil, and like him they do not 
rejoice at the birth of the Kingdom, but are eager to 
destroy it. That glorious sign in the heavens means 
the end of the old world for them, and it is accom­
panied by the beginning of sorrows upon Satan's 
organization and its nations and kingdoms. On this 
account they mourn and wail, and they persecute 
Jehovah's witnesses who call attention to the sign 
and its import. The grief and anger of the nations 
at this sign in the heavens, and also the gathering 
together of his faithful remnant of followers from 
the ends of the earth after the appearing of this sign, 
Jesus foretold in his prophecy on the end of the 
world, saying: "And the powers of the heavens 
[Satan's powers] shall be shaken: and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he shall 
send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other."-11att. 
24: 29-31. 

so The proclamation that Jehovah causes to be 
made to the end of the earth concerning this sign is 
like a tremendous trumpet-blast to get the people's 
attention and to signal to them to gather to the Fixed 
Sign. The association of a trumpet with the great 
Signal is further shown to us by Isaiah in his proph­
ecy concerning the same events; where he says: "All 
you inhabitants of the world, and you dwellers on 
earth, when a signal is raised on the mountains, look! 
when a trumpet is blown, hark! At that time shall a 
gift of homage be brought to the LoRD of hosts from 
a people ... to Mount Zion, the place where is the 
name of the LORD of hosts."-Isa. 18: 3, 7, .An .Amer. 
Trans.; Moffatt; and LXX., Bagster and Thomson. 

"LIFT UP" 
11 All kingdom appointments come from Jehovah 

(Matt. 20: 21-23), and it is Jehovah that made the 
great royal Signal to stand up on Mount Zion 
A.D. 1914. But first from and after 1919 the remnant 
of Christ's anointed followers heard the divine com­
mand and went out of worldly Babylon through the 
gates and entered upon the highway. They walked in 
it according to the Lord's way for his people and 
gathered to the great Signal on Mount Zion, Jeho­
vah's enthroned King, who, three and a half years 
after the autumn of 1914, had come to the spiritual 
temple, that ''holy place", for the judging and cleans­
ing of his faithful remnant. (Mal. 3: 1) This cleansed 

29. How does Satan's organization react toward that sign? 
30. What Is shown to be anoclated with the Fixed Sign? 
31. Since when do Jebovah'e witnesses lift up the signal? and bow? 



26 ~eWATCHTOWER.. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

and anointed remnant are therefore the ones who are 
also commanded to 'lift up a signal to the peoples'. 
Inasmuch as Jehovah God installed the Signal, 
Christ Jesus the King, upon Mount Zion, how can 
they lift up or raise the Signal T They can do it by 
exalting the King with praise and giving him promi­
nence above all earthly human rulers. This they have 
been doing since 1919, and are continuing to do it 
before all the peoples 0£ all nationalities by preach­
ing the good news 0£ God's kingdom as established 
in 1914 with Christ Jesus in the throne. By the gospel 
message they make Jehovah's royal Signal conspicu­
ous and call the attention 0£ all the peoples to it. In 
doing so they fulfill the King's own prophecy: "This 
gospel 0£ the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come."-:Matt. 24: 14. 

82 In the time 0£ the miniature fulfillment 0£ the 
prophecy in the first century A.D. the apostle Paul 
was one who zealously took part with his fellow 
disciples in lifting up and making Jehovah's great 
royal Signal prominent and conspicuous to the ends 
of the then known world. In harmony with Christ's 
wishes he specialized upon the Gentile nations, the 
non-Jewish peoples. In giving us his Scriptural 
grounds for thus concentrating upon the uncircum­
cised Gentile nations, Paul also identified the glori­
fied Christ Jesus as the Signal to the peoples. In 
what way? In that, among his scripture proo£s, he 
quoted Isaiah 11: 10 to the effect that Christ Jesus, 
the "root of Jesse", will be "standing as a signal to 
the peoples" and "to him will the nations resort". 
Paul, however, quoted the verse word for word the 
way it read in the ancient Greek Septuagint Version 
of Isaiah's prophecy. In arguing for the welcoming 
of converts from the Gentile nations to the midst 
of the Christian congregation, Paul quoted the 
prophecies and said: "Thnt the nations for mercy 
should glorify God: even as it is written, For this 
cause will I openly confess unto thee among nations, 
and 1mto thy name will 1 strike the strings; and 
again he saith, Be glad, ye nations, with his people; 
and again, Be giving praise, all ye nations, ttnto the 
Lord, and let all the peoples repeat his praise; and 
again Isaiah [11: 10] saith, There shall be the root of 
Jesse, and he that ariseth to rule nations, upon him 
shall nations hope."-Rom. 15: 9-12, Rotherham; 
Am. Stan. Ver., margin. 

sa The prophecy served both as a divine command 
to the apostle Paul and as a guide to his course of 
action. In thus taking part in the fulfillment of 
prophecy he tells us that he preached the gospel 
"publicly, and from house to house, testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
32 . .How does also Paul identify the Signal as the Root of Jesse? 
33. llow did Paul, how do we, share in fulfilling the prophecy? 

Christ". (Acts 20: 20) We likewise today, in taking 
part in the final and complete fulfillment of the 
prophecy commanding us to 'raise the Signal to the 
peoples', do so by preaching the Kingdom gospel in 
all the habitable earth for a witness to all peoples, 
"publicly, and from house to house," in imitation of 
the apostle Paul and 0£ his great Leader, Christ 
Jesus. 

a. Christ's being raised up on the throne to rule 
now in the midst of his enemies is the divine signal 
£or us to preach. We know it is the right time to do 
it and that this is the only right thing to do ! Since 
A..D. 1919 the anointed remnant have, with their com­
paratively few numbers, obeyed the command and 
lifted up the Signal to world-wide conspicuousness 
by preaching the Kingdom gospel. Multitudes from 
among the peoples of earth have seen the signal. 
They have come from the ends of the earth and con­
verged upon the King Christ Jesus, the Signal on 
Mount Zion, and have united in pledging him their 
allegiance as Jehovah's anointed Commander to the 
peoples. All jealousy between the members of the 
anointed remnant has been laid aside, and also all 
jealousy between the remnant and this great multi­
tude 0£ persons of good-will. With self-denial and 
with loving devotion to Jehovah's kingdom, they 
unite in exalting his King and making him known to 
all peoples to the end 0£ the earth. We want the 
Signal of salvation to be beheld by all, in order that 
all those desiring eternal salvation and deliverance 
may gather to it now before the outbreak of Arma­
geddon's fight. 

FORCING .AN ABOMINABLE SUBSTITUTE 

" Right after foretelling that this gospel of the 
Kingdom would be preached at this end of the world 
Jesus Christ said: "When ye therefore shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 
him understand:) then let them which be in J udrea 
flee into the mountains." (Matt. 24: 15, 16) From 
such close connection of Kingdom preaching with the 
abomination we conclude that the desolating abomi­
nation would stand in opposition to the King, who is 
Jehovah's upraised Signal. .Already (in iT 4) we have 
called attention to the Roman standards or insignia. 
One cyclopedic authority, McClintock & Strong's 
Cyclop(J!,dia, under the title "Standard", says this: 
''The Roman standard is in the New Testament 
mentioned distinctly as 'the abomination of desola­
tion'.'' (Volume 9, page 983, column 2) Such stand­
ard, however, was only a side-feature of the "abomi­
nation" in the miniature fulfillment of Jesus' proph­
ecy and Daniel's prophecy, upon the city of J eru­
salem in the first century. 
34. Why ha.s there been a gathering laying aside all jealousy? 
35-37. In a miniature fulfillment, what did standards ham to do with 
the Habominatlon of deiiolation"? 
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38 We have already remarked (in 1f 5) how the Ro­
man armies under Titus in the year 70 broke into J e­
rusalem and into its holy temple precincts, and while 
the sanctuary of the temple was set afire by fanat­
ical soldiers the Romans brought their standards or 
ensigns into the temple court and set them up in 
front of the temple altar. There in the "holy place" 
of the temple they idolized the standards by offering 
sacrifices to them as if they were gods, most sacred. 

31 Up till the Roman hordes broke in, the city of 
Jerusalem was surrounded by their armies carrying 
such standards, as Jesus predicted, saying: ''\.Vhen 
ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let 
them which are in Judrea flee." (Luke 21: 20, 21) 
Those idolatrous standards or ensigns were abomi­
nable to Jehovah God, who forbids idolatry. But 
they also represented God's opponent, the Roman 
Empire and its Caesar or emperor. It was this Caesar 
that the Jewish religious leaders picked instead of 
the Messiah, Jesus Christ, when they rejected him 
with the words: "vVe have no king but the emperor!" 
And shortly thereafter Caesar's representative, Gov­
ernor Pontius Pilate, joined 'vith the faithless reli­
gionists in putting Jesus to death. (Acts 4: 27) This 
course was abominable in God's sight. It set up an 
abomination that could only bring desolation upon 
the wicked anti-Christ forces. In place of the "root 
of Jesse", namely, Christ Jesus, who stood as a 
Signal to the peoples, these conspirators, religious, 
commercial and political, chose Caesar and his em­
pire, as symbolized by the Roman standards borne 
by the soldiery. This was truly the making of a gov­
ernmental "abomination of desolation" stand in the 
holy place which should be occupied by Jehovah's 
royal Signal, his King. Logically this abominable 
act was consummated in a very literal way when 
those Roman hosts, after a long siege, invaded the 
temple's "holy place" on Zion and there desecrated it 
by idolizing and sacrificing to their standards in 
praise of Rome and its Caesar, Jehovah's rival for 
world domination. 

38 Our century, and since the year 1914, is the time 
of final fulfillment of the prophecy by Daniel and 
Jesus regarding the abomination of desolation. It 
may be read in the facts of our day. In 1914, marked 
as it was by World War I for world domination, 
Jehovah God showed his actual domination of earth 
and all the universe by raising up his great royal 
Signal of his universal domination, namely, Christ 
Jesus, in the Kingdom. In 1918 Jehovah sent him to 
the temple, the "holy place", for judgment work, and 
he is now in this holy place, in the sanctuary, as 
Jehovah's Representative. (Hab. 2: 20) The follow­
ing year, in 1919, Jehovah's faithful remnant of 
38. How was the Sign o! unl'l"ersal so'l"erelgnty raised, lifted up? 

anointed witnesses began to lift up and exalt this 
Signal to the peoples. They began a proclamation of 
God's established kingdom on such a scale that it has 
arrested the attention of the whole world. They pro­
claim Christ Jesus the enthroned King to be the 
rightful Ruler of this earth. Unavoidably the question 
has arisen, Who will rally to the heavenly Signal in 
allegiance to Jehovah's KingT 

19 ln defiance the political, commercial and reli­
gious rulers of Christendom set up the League of 
Nations, beginning with 1920, and it has been revived 
and renovated since 1945 under the form of the 
United Nations. These rulers of this world have set 
it up as their standard. They choose and worship it 
instead of Jehovah's enthroned King. They glorify 
their symbol of world domination, their Caesar, 
instead of Jehovah's Signal of universal sovereignty, 
Jesus Christ. Therefore their standard, to which 
they strive to rally all peoples and nations with their 
backs toward earth's rightful Ruler Christ Jesus, is 
an abomination to God. It will bring on all who 
worship this anti-Christ standard of rulersllip deso­
lation from the hand of Jehovah God. It stands in 
the "holy place", because it commands the reverence 
and worship of the peoples, which signifies a denial 
of Jehovah's royal Signal, Christ Jesus, concerning 
whom Jehovah now says: ''Worship him, all ye 
gods." (Ps. 97: 7) "Let all the angels of God worship 
lnm."-Heb. 1: 6. 

'
0 The day of decision is certainly upon us and 

speedily draws near to its close. The decision lies 
between Jehovah's kingly Signal upon }ifount Zion 
and the world's standard of the United Nations and 
its related organizations and supporters. Whom will 
you choose1 The abomination of desolation is now 
seen more clearly than ever to be 'standing in the 
holy place, where it ought not', and it is high time to 
flee. Not flee to the standard of the abomination of 
desolation, but flee to Jehovah's glorious Signal, his 
King Christ Jesus, on the holy mountain of Zion, the 
Kingdom capital. To this the people must gather for 
security and deliverance from the divine wrath in 
this "day of Jehovah" which comes to its decisive 
final hour at the battle of Armageddon. 

41 Up, then, with Jehovah's "Signal to the peoples"! 
Lift it up by songs of praise to the very height of 
conspicuousness! Be not afraid, for it is our God's 
command that we lift it up. Make it possible for all 
the lovers of peace and godliness to behold it in its 
glory and attractive beauty and power, that they may 
assemble to it from the very ends of the earth and 
may enter into the joy and everlasting blessings of 
Jehovah's new world of righteousness. 

39. What dld Christendom then make stand ln the "holy place"? 
40. This being seen now, what must be done? 
41. What are we commanded to do? 



RESOLUTION 

A FTER delivering the foregoing as a speech to 
the Theocratic Assembly of Jehovah's wit­
nesses Saturday, 7: 30 p.m., November 22, 1947, 

in Philadelphia, Pa., the president of the Watch 
Tower Society, N. H. Knorr, presented the following 
resolution to his audience of 20,649: 

2 "WHEREAS the Holy Scriptures plainly teach and 
show that the 'seven times' of uninterrupted Gentile 
domination of the earth would end in the year 1914 
and that at such expiration date the due time would 
have arrived for the Universal Sovereign, Jehovah 
God, to take his great power and reign as such, with 
Christ Jesus as his anointed King to represent him 
in the throne and to rule in the midst of the enemies 
in heaven and in earth (Rev. 11: 15-18); and 

a "WHEREAS the world events from and after 1914, 
beginning with the first World War, fulfill the proph­
ecies concerning the end of this world and thereby 
disclose themselves as the visible sign of the estab­
lishment of Jehovah's kingdom by his Christ in that 
notable year (Matthew 24: 3-15; Mark 13: 3-14; Luke 
21: 7-2G) ; and 

4 ""\VHEREAS the evidence continues to grow with the 
passing of time that Jehovah God has 'set his King 
upon his holy hill of Zion' and has thus set up his 
reigning Son as the royal Signal for the peoples of 
all nations, that they may assemble to the promised 
kingdom of God as mankind's only means for New 
World unity, prosperity, abolition of war, justice for 
all, abundance of food, perfect health and life (Isa. 
11: 10); and therefore the kings, rulers and judges 
of the earth have good and sufficient reason for fear­
ing Jehovah and kissing or doing homage to His 
reigning King and yielding over to him their world 
power lest their continued resistance should result 
in their destruction (Ps. 2: 6-12); but, 
~"WHEREAS prior to the close of World War II the 

allied nations drew up the Charter of an interna­
tional organization known as 'United Nations', and 
successor to the former League of Nations; and on 
October 24, 1945, which \vas 31 years after the end 
of the Gentile Times, this United Nations world­
security organization came into existence by the 
sufficient number of ratifications and its Charter 
became thereby a part of the law of the nations of 
this world, and to date the United Nations organiza­
tion has grown to include 57 member nations, with 
a population of 1,613,802,000 inhabitants, with bun-
1. \\'hen and to whom did the Society's pres1dellt prese!lt the tollowlllg 
ReRolutlon? 
2. \\'hat do the Scriptures show regarding A.O. 1914 • 
3. \\'hat v1sihle sign do we have of the Kini::dorn that year? 
4. Why do rulers and Judi:es of the earth have good rea>on !or tearing 
J eho\ ah and ~ 1eldln.iz up power to his King'/ 
r; Howe1·er, "'hat course have the alhed nations and the religious 
clergy taken and followed? 

dreds of religions, and embracing 35,562,000 square 
miles of earth's surface; and the religious clergy of 
Christendom put their trust in this political organ­
ization for world stability and peace and hold church 
masses for it and keep on praying for Almighty God 
to bless it, and the pope believes there should 
be church participation in the deliberations of the 
United Nations by having a religious spokesman who 
would receive a sort of honorary non-voting member­
ship in the U.N. to take part in debates of the General 
Assembly; and the chief executive of the United 
States, possessor of the first atomic bomb, declares 
the United Nations to be not a 'temporary expedient' 
but a 'permanent partnership'; and 

e "WHEREAS this continued conduct of political, com­
mercial and religious rulers is a defiant repudiation 
of Jehovah's universal sovereignty and an attempt 
to turn the peoples of the nations away from gather­
ing around Jehovah's royal Signal to the peoples, 
Christ Jesus the King; 

1 "THEREFORE WE, Jehovah's witnesses assembled in 
the 'Song of Praise' convention at Philadelphia, Pa., 
u.S.A., this night of Saturday, November 22, 1947, 
do resolve and declare: 

1 "THAT we have gathered unitedly, regardless of 
race, nationality, language, color, or previous reli­
gious affiliation, to Jehovah's enthroned King of the 
new world, Christ Jesus, who now stands on Mount 
Zion as a Signal to the peoples; 

9 "THAT we repudiate the United Nations as 'man­
kind's only hope' and regard it as a manifestation 
of the foretold 'abomination of desolation' which 
Christendom has caused to stand in the 'holy place' 
as a man-made standard to substitute for Jehovah's 
exalted Signal (Matt. 24: 15); and 

10 "THAT we will fearlessly and faithfully continue 
to lift up as the only hope Jehovah's royal 'Signal 
to the peoples' by singing its praises and by preach­
ing, both publicly and from house to house, the right­
ful rule of His kingdom, thereby making it conspicu­
ously known to all peoples of all nationalities that 
they too may gather to the great Signal and take 
their stand on the side of God's kingdom of enduring 
peace, endless happiness and everlasting life." 

11 The president's motion to have the above resolu­
tion adopted was seconded by Percy Chapman of 
the Society's Branch office in Canada, with the final 
result that the resolution was unanimously adopted by 
the assembled throng with tremendous enthusiasm. 
6. What does such conduct constitute In fact? 
7i 8. What, therefore, did the ARsembly of J ehoYah'e witnesses llrat of 
8. 1 res al ve and declare? 
9. 'What did they resol\•e concernlni: the United Nations? 
10 What did they resol\e concerning the Sh~nal to the peoples? 
11. What action WB8 ta.ken toward thla resolution? 

.A.scn'be unto Jehovah the glory due unto his name; worship 
Jehovah in holy array. Jehovah will give strength unto his people; 
Jehovah will bless his people with peace.-Psalm 29: 2, ll, .A..S. V. 
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"SONG OF PRAISE" ASSEMBLY AT PHILADELPHIA 

THOUGH trailing it by more than three months, the 
"Song of Praise" Assembly of Jehovah's witnesses at 
Philadelphia, Pa., last November, was no after-climax 

to the Los Angeles assembly which we reported on in these 
columns two issues ago. The Philadelphia assembly was first 
announced in our May 15 issue as the Eastern Seaboard 
Convention; and, incidentally, it acted as a satisfactory 
counterbalance for all persons of good-will in the eastern 
half of the North American continent that were not privi­
leged to enjoy the Los Angeles assembly to attend a conven· 
tion of size during 1947. The three-day assembly at the "City 
of Brotherly Love" was outstanding on its own merit. It 
was a noteworthy event accentuating the first quarter of the 
new service year of 1947-1948, inasmuch as the service year 
starts with September 1. It was an excellent precursor of 
the series of district assemblies which are scheduled to be 
held throughout the earth in 1948, from March forward. 
Nothing of greater, nor even of equal, importance was tak­
ing place at the time at the United Nations General Assem­
bly or elsewhere on earth, and our readers just have to 
review the program of events at the Philadelphia gathering 
of November 21-23, l!J47, to appreciate this. It was no 
occasion for making a report on the recent past, but one for 
marking out the way for a momentous future. 

The world need of housing, the United Nations, relief 
measures with food and clothing, financial support to men 
and women engaged in a most vital educational work, and 
the spreading of the message of good-will and good cheer 
more widely among distressed humanity, all this came in 
for due attention at Philadelphia. The official pronounce­
ments made regarding these important matters, and the 
bold position taken with regard to them, were soul-stirring 
and were certain to be of profound effect in years to come. 

At the sudden moving in of more than 20,000 visitors into 
the city to lodge there for the length of the Assembly it 
would seem as if the housing shortage would be made more 
acute in this metropolis of around two million inhabitants. 
But Philadelphia proved herself able to absorb all these 
ambassadors of good-will without discomfort or undue hard­
ship, proving herself a good hostess. How was this done? In 
a unique way, which somewhat harks back to Bible times 
up till the first century of our common era. 

Back there, the city of Jerusalem, of sacred history, 
played host to about 3,000,000 visitors at passo\'er time in 
the spring of each year. We recall that before the last pass­
over celebrated by Jesus of Nazareth with his disciples in 
Jerusalem he sent two of them into the city to procure a 
room inside her walls in which the thirteen of them might 
celebrate. At the same time Jesus and his disciples were 
being entertained in private homes in the city suburbs, 
within easy walking distance. (Mark 14: 1-3, 12-17 and 
11: 12, 19) Such was the case at Philadelphia during the 
Assembly. Of all those attending, 15,677 had mailed in 
requests to the Convention Committee for rooms in private 
homes, wherea~ only 2,100 stayed at the city hotels. To 
arrange for these rooms in the private homes of citizens of 
good-will and of total strangers, 105 full-time Kingdom 
publi~ hers ("pioneers") were called to work. These together 
with the members of Philadelphia's eight units of the greater 
Philadelphia company of Jehovah's witnesses and many 
others from near-by companies were sent out. From house 
to house they trudged, booking rooms and simultaneously 
announcing God's kingdom and leaving the printed message 
in the hands of as many as chose to accept it. After the 
more than 4,000 cancellations that householders made, there 
remained a net total of 18,240 accommodations booked in 
the homes. 
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This pre-convention activity was really started off by a 
gathering of about a thousand such workers at the Town 
Hall Friday night, September 26, to be addressed by the 
president of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, 
Nathan H. Knorr. Hence the above accomplishment repre­
sented about two months of hard, persistent work by door­
to-door workers; and some territories were covered as much 
as three times. Actually 50,400 hours were thus spent, run­
ning up an average of 5.4 hours daily for each worker, and 
there was a total of 125,650 booklets on the Kingdom 
message placed in the homes of the people, among which the 
booklet Religion Reaps the Whirlwind figured prominently. 
All this resulted in cultivating good-will toward Jehovah 
God and his kingdom among Philadelphians, and it made 
for the comfort and convenience of the conventioners during 
their stay in town. Even if unwittingly, the Philadelphians 
by their hospitality were making friends with the "mammon 
of unrighteousness", which was a good start in paving their 
way into everlasting habitations for themselves.-Luke 16: 9. 

At Philadelphia's great Convention Hall we found that 
here in our midst were missionaries and representatives 
from Panama, Trinidad, Cuba, Mexico, Finland, Scandi­
navia, Alaska, Guatemala and India. But present in spirit 
were also brethren from Bogota (Colombia), Panama, Siio 
Paulo (Brazil), Bombay (India), Manila (P. I.), Sydney 
(Australia), St. John's (Newfoundland), Santiago de Chile, 
Lima (Peru), Port Limon (Costa Rica), the island of 
:Malta, l\Iexico city, Honolulu, Berne (Switzerland), Vaer­
namo (Sweden), Alexandria (Egypt), Guatemala, London 
(England), Lagos (Nigeria), Accra (Gold Coast), Sydney 
(Nova Scotia), El Salvador, Sierra Leone (West Africa), 
Brussels (Belgium}, six other provinces of Canada, and 
many states of the Union. This was evidenced by the 82 
telegrams and special messages that were read and acknowl­
edged from the rostrum. 

Present in person at the Assembly were delegates from all 
states of the Union except Arizona, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah, Washington and Wyoming, to judge from the room 
requests that were received. In fact, only 1.7 percent of the 
total requests were from states west of the Mississippi river, 
whereas 59.8 percent of them were from states on the 
Atlantic seaboard. Canada had a gratifying representation 
with 10.4 percent of the requests. There was no arrangement 
for a trailer and tent encampment here at ·Philadelphia, and 
yet 7,945 of those asking for rooms came by private car, 
1,864 cars being accounted for on the files. Also, 2,GGO 
traveled b) bu~, 4,256 by train, and 85 by airplane, and 
52 hitchhiked. Th~ registration shows that the largest 
number of arrivals took place on Friday. 

THE PROGRAM GETS UNDER WAY 

On the opening day, Friday, November 21, all sessions 
were accommodated in the Convention Hall itself, with 
some overflow into the basement where the cafeteria tables 
were located and also the various departments for servicing 
the Assembly, such as territory, literature, sign-painting, 
etc. Thousands were present when L. E. Reusch, from the 
Society's headquarters at Brooklyn, New York, called the 
"assembly for field service" to order at 9: 30 a.m. Besides 
a song to accompaniment of the Hall's great theatrical 
organ, and the day's Bible text and comment, there were 
two practical demonstrations on how the field publishers 
might approach the people in house-to-house work with the 
WATCH TOWER publications. These were given by C. E. Sil­
la way, also from Brooklyn headquarters. His first demon­
stration was on how to meet the rebuff, "Oh, I have my 
own church," and the second on "Oh, I'm a Catholic". These 
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demonstrations were very fitting, seeing that the publishers 
would be operating in the bishopric of the fat dean of the 
American Roman Catholic cardinals. 

The Assembly program provided for just two mornings 
of field activity, this day and Saturday. In view of the many 
arrivals taking place both mornings, upward of 8,407 this 
day and 1,338 on Saturday, there was, notwithstanding, a 
good participation by the conventioners in the field privi­
leges. During the three days of assembly there was a partic­
ipation by 6,997 publishers, accounting for 16,310 hours in 
276 territories, and 1,699 books and 3,180 booklets and 5,549 
individual magazines placed, 13 magazine subscriptions 
taken, and 281 calls back on interested persons and 13 home 
Bible studies conducted. This included also the distribution 
of one million handbills advertising the public lecture of 
Sunday, November 23, by the president of the Society on 
the subject "Permanent Governor of All Nations". The 
same public event was also announced on the 7,500 placards, 
5,000 paper signs, and 16,000 car-bumper signs that were 
brought into play, and also the mammoth banner-sign sus­
pended over the fa<_;ade of the Convention Hall. Taking a 
leading part in these ministerial activities out among the 
people were upward of 1,596 full-time pioneers, district 
servants and servants to the brethren, and otber representa­
tives of the Watch Tower Society. 

Official opening of the Assembly came Friday afternoon, 
and for this the big auditorium was well filled with about 
13,000. A well-trained orchestra of musicians, conducted by 
Karl Klein, supplied the accompaniment to the first fifteen 
minutes of Kingdom songs. The songs were called off by 
J. Fergusson, a Scotch graduate of the Watch Tower Bible 
School of Gilead, who was soon to leave these shores for 
missionary work in South Africa. At 2: 15 p.m. came the 
address of welcome by the convention chairman, F. '\V. 
Franz, vice-president of the Watch Tower Society. This 
being designated "Song of Praise" Assembly, the theme of 
singing praise to God and his kingdom began especially 
now to be emphasized by the speaker. It was sustained as 
the dominant tone throughout the entire Assembly. 

J. C. Booth, the servant of Kingdom Farms where the 
School of Gilead is located in upstate New York, followed 
the address of welcome and spoke on "Song to the King". 
He showed the modern-day fulfillment of Psalm 45, which 
was a prophetic song overflowing with praise to Jeho,·ah's 
royal Monarch, Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Quite appropriately T. J. Sullivan next came on to 
explain what the singers in the United States of America 
had done during the 1947 service year and what we planned 
and aimed at during 1948. Brother Sullivan, from the 
Society's headquarters, is an active district servant and 
member of the Society's board of directors, and he gave a 
gooJ discussion of "Field Service for 1947 and 1948". He 
pointed to the evidence that God's favor was still with the 
publishers in America in that, during the crucial war years, 
the number of them had risen noticeably, because 10,000 
more publishers were out monthly during 1947 than were 
out in 19.U when America was plunged into World War II. 
This compares well with like increase in other belligerent 
countries. In the United States there are 144 servants to 
the brethren each with a circuit under his care, a circuit 
embracing 20 or 21 companies or group-units of Jehovah's 
witnesses By semiannual visits to all such companies and 
units the servants to the brethren in 1947 served a combined 
total of 280,470, or 140,235 brethren each half year. They 
ministered not to just the regular company publishers but 
to the appointed servants in such companies and to pioneers, 
and traveled a total of over 1,200,000 miles to do so. During 

1948, in addition to the semiannual assemblies in each cir­
cuit, there are to be six district assemblies in America. 
These ought to be 24 times as good as the circuit assemblies 
in the proportion that a district embraces 24 circuits and 
will have a representation from them all at each district 
assembly. 

One special recommendation that Brother Sullivan made 
was that in 1948 each publisher sallying forth into the field 
with the Kingdom song should make an effort to take along 
with him an irregular, inactive or new publisher. That way 
we shall increase the song of praise and shall reach new 
peaks in the number of Kingdom singers. The need of each 
of us to sing the song of praise to God's name and Theo­
cratic Government was forcefully discussed by the final 
speaker of the afternoon, L. A. Swingle. This veteran in 
God's service is a member of the Society's board of directors 
and serves at its American Branch in Brooklyn, N. Y. His 
speech, entitled "Confession by Song'', urged us to use our 
tongues in such a way as to guarantee our salvation. 

In the intermission that followed, the brethren, for the 
most part, took evening meal or refreshment in the C~n­
vention cafeteria or at the refreshment counters. The hst 
given us of large food items shows that they were served 
with palatable nourishment in the way of groceries and 
vegetables, fruit, meats, bakery goods, dairy products, ~nd 
light refreshments. The Lord God, the gr.eat Convent10_n 
Organizer, spread a good, wholesome material table for his 
hungry conventioners. During the three days a total of 
49 031 meals were served in the cafeteria, this cafeteria 
being staffed and serviced by brethren, fellow singers. At 
6 · 45 p.m. thtJ conventioners, now 16,000 in number, were 
in their seats for more of the grand spiritual repast that 
Jehovah God was here providing for all. A. H. Macmillan, 
a district servant, led off by making a comparison between 
the 475 present at an advertised public meeting years ago 
in Philadelphia and the many thousands of brethren now 
here on this occasion. After him, the audience enjoyed hear­
ing from three missionaries on visit from the fields in 
Panama, all three of these girls being graduates of the 
W atcb Tower Bible School of Gilead. 

At 7 p.m. came a half-hour speech, delivered with much 
fervor, on the subject "Love for One's Neighbor". This was 
by H. H. Riemer, assistant treasurer and member of the 
Society's board of directors. Brother Riemer made a fine 
application of Jesus' parable of the "good Samaritan" to the 
bruised, wounded human race today. He exhorted Jehovah's 
witnesses to render neighborly help to them with the heal­
ing, reviving message of God's kingdom. Not less heart­
warming and appealing to neighbor love was the next 
speech, by the Society's president, Brother Knorr, on a 
strikingly different theme, "Gaining Entrance into Perma­
nent Dwellings.'' The conventioners were most grateful to 
get at last this thorough explanation of Jesus' parable of 
the "unjust steward'', telling of how he used the unright­
eous mammon of thlS world to gain a welcome into the 
dwellings of those to whom he did a good turn. Readers of 
The Watchtower will have the pleasure of hearing a con­
vention echo through reading the speech in full in these 
columns next month. 

Proceeding, without a break, from the parable, Brother 
Knorr weut on to tell how Jehovah's witnesses are actually 
making friends of Jehovah God and Christ Jesus by their 
practical neighborliness to their needy brethren in Euro­
pean lands. During the months of August and September 
they surpassed thE: suggested goal of $100,000 by actually 
contributing to the food relief fund more than $310,000. 
Of this amount our Canadian brethren generously gave 
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more than $39,000. With this, more than a half million 
pounds of substantial foods were to be bought and shipped 
to various land~ in Europe by the agency of the CARE 
organization. By December 1 all this was to be loaded 
aboard ship and on it" way to the brethren. Already 500 
packages had been delh'ered to Rumania; and 1,000 pack­
ages were to go to Austria, 1,000 to Hungary, 200 to Italy, 
500 to Poland, 1,000 to English pioneers, besides a pro­
portionate number of packages to pioneers in France, Bel­
gium, Holland, Finland, Czechoslovakia and Greece, and 
20,000 package!:> to Germany. Also the Lord God had opened 
up the way for bulk supplies of used clothing to be shipped 
to these needy brethren to help them further to endure the 
oncoming winter; and a letter had already been dispatched 
to all companies in the United States and Canada telling 
how the collecting of such clothing would be effected. 

Our security, Brother Knorr reminded us, depends upon 
Jehovah God, and to His cause we best render our alms. 
The Watch Tower Society has been greatly comforted by 
our deeds of practical brotherly helps as afore-mentioned. 
After a brief financial report, Brother Knorr took the con­
vention by surprise by ani;otmc~ng the 1948 Yearbook .of 
Jehovah's witnesses and d1splaymg a copy; 20,000 copies 
were on hand for the conventioners to avail themselves of 
at once. A supply on hand of the Society's 1948 calendar 
\vas also announced, its yeartext being "I will sing praises 
unto thee among the nations". (Ps. 57: 9, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Never before at a convention had such releases happened, 
but it was all so appropriate after what Brother Knorr had 
said. His final expression was that 'we know the New. World 
is at hand with permanent dwellings for all of God's faith­
ful'. That night the conYentioners went to their temporary 
dwelling-pldces round about Philadelphia with a new per­
spectiYe to\vard their present material riches and the wisest 
ur,e of them. Their free-will money gifts dropped in the con­
tribution boxes toward Convention expenses showed it. 

SATURDAY, NOVE:'.llBER 22, 

at 8: 30 a.m., the baptismal talk was delivered by J. R. 
Cooke, a Gilead graduate, who was due to fl.y to the Iberian 
peninsula in December for ministerial service in Portugal, 
Spain and France. There were 321 immersed in water. At 
9: 20 the morning's assembly for field service was conducted 
by H. W. Arnott, also a graduate of Gilead, who, together 
'~ith Brother Fergusson, was assigned to foreign service 
in South Africa. Within a half-hour of this they had to 
leave the convention by car for New York, there to catch 
a "victory ship" scheduled to sail at 2 p.m. With strong 
applause the convention commissioned Brother Arnott to 
convey their love to the brethren in South Africa. A morn­
ing feature not programed was Brother Knorr's meeting 
at 10: 30 o'clock for all pioneers and servants to the breth­
ren that wanted to apply for admission into Gilead. Less 
than 100 felt qualified to fill out application blanks. 

The afternoon's period for songs and experiences brought 
to the platform, among others, a representative from Fin­
land, who had just recently arrived in America to attend 
Gilead, and also a representative from the island of Trini­
dad, off South America. At 2: 15 p.m. a quartet o:f powerful 
speeches took up. The Society's secretary-treasurer, Grant 
Suiter, spoke on "Endurance to the End", and he used 
Jehovah's endurance of the wicked for yet a little season 
as an argument for our determining to endure likewise 
with Him until Jehovah destroys all the wicked at Arma­
geddon. Toward the end Brother Suiter read from the 
minutes of the meeting of October 9 of the Society's board 
of directors, at which the officers of the Society were voted 
in. He read the last three paragraphs of a statement which 

was drawn up and approved by six of the seven directors 
expressing appreciation and approval of Brother Knorr's 
management of the corporate affairs of the Society, because 
his record showed ''he is th~ man to be put back on the job". 
The conventioners were able to read this statement in full 
in the 1948 Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses, pages 223, 224. 

''Pioneering as a Life Career," by F. E. Skinner, was 
much appreciated by the convention. Brother Skinner had 
spent hventy years in pioneer service in India, \vhose depths 
of living conditions of the common people cannot be ex­
ceeded by any other country. Having completed his term 
of training at the School of Gilead and special :field service 
in the Western States, this servant of the Watch Tower 
Branch office in Bombay was now due to leave America 
within a few days on his way back to India. The entire con­
vention with loud applause expressed its desire for him to 
bear the Assembly's love along to all the brethren in India. 

A representative from the Society's radio station, 
WBBR, on Staten Island, N. Y., followed, namely, 1\1. A. 
Howlett. His talk on "Reporting the Matter" he pointed 
up with a number of incidents from recent history, showing 
both the opposition to and the good-will toward Jehovah's 
witnesses. But, whether through evil report or through 
good report among the common people, Jehovah's witnesses 
were determined to report at last to the Lord God, "I have 
done as thou hast commanded me." (Ezek. 9: 11) Next and 
fourth to occupy the platform was another director of the 
'\Vatch Tower Society, M. G. Henschel, to discourse on 
''Promoting the True Worship". As proof that Christ Jesus 
was now actively reigning amidst his enemies, Brother 
Henschel offered the fact that the King was using Jehovah's 
witnesses to push the advance of His pure, unadulterated 
worship to the ends of the earth. By boldly preaching God's 
·word they overcame the great obstacle posed by all the 
world propaganda now rampant. 

This night the convention attendance counted up to 
20,649. The North Museum building, adjoining the Conven­
tion Hall, had been engaged as an overflow hall, and it was 
thrown open for today's sessions. The 11,000 chairs rented 
for it were none too many. During the first quarter-hour 
period the conventioners were pleased to hear missionaries 
from Panama and Alar:.ka, also a sister from the Branch in 
Finland and a brother from the Branch in Mexico, these 
last two being now in the country to prepare for entrance 
into the School of Gilead . .M. H. Larson, servant of the 
Society's Branch at Brooklyn, publicly interviewed all four 
of these. It was very interesting to listen in. Quite nicely, 
next came along on the program the registrar of the School 
of Gilead, A. D. Schroeder, who is also one o:f the instructors 
there on several subjects. His half-hour talk on "Christian 
Tolerance" was very instructive. By illustrations, he showed 
how tolerance could be profitably exercised toward outsiders 
and toward brethren in our street work with magazines, 
and in the matter of food diets, and in conducting book 
studies in the homes of persons we have interested. 

The closing hour and a half of the program was a time 
that made it a night which some said they will never forget. 
Brother Knorr occupied the rostrum to deliver his speech 
on "The Signal to the Peoples". The audience was deeply 
stirred with the content of it, which was indeed new and 
startling. When he led his audience to the point of announc­
ing that Christ Jesus the installed King is Jehovah's 
"Signal" who stands upon the elevation o-f Mount Zion, the 
Kingdom, they broke out in delighted applause. Read the 
speech for yourself in this issue of The Watchtower. Having 
described the foretold "abomination o:f desolation" from a 
new angle of vision, Brother Knorr then proposed the Reso-
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lution which is also published in this issue. Each of the three 
closing paragraphs setting forth the resolves of the Conven­
tion drew applause as he read them. When he had finished, 
Percy Chapman, the Canadian Branch servant, who was 
acting as the day's chairman, bolted to the microphone and 
seconded Brother Knorr's motion to adopt this Resolution. 
He could hardly be heard for the mighty applause that was 
rocking the Convention Hall. It was a foregone conclusion 
that this Resolution would pass; and when Brother Knorr 
put the question, a unanimous Aye! was shouted back from 
all present, following by further handclapping. 

Meeting here in convention eight months before the 
American political conventions were due to meet in 1948 
in this same Hall to nominate presidential candidates for 
America, Jehovah's witnesses openly went on record as 
declaring themselves unequivocal!y for God's uplifted 
Signal, Christ Jesus, let political conventions and all the 
rest of mankind worship and serve, if they will, the "abom­
ination of desolation" in its latest manifestation, the United 
Nations organization. After a few extemporaneous remarks 
by Brother Knorr about singing the song in all nations in 
praise of Jehovah God and his Signal to the peoples, the 
con-<:ention joined in the song "Hail the Reigning King!" 
And how they did sing that song, with an enlightened 
understanding and appreciation and a wholehearted fervor 
as never before put in it by a convention! The same fervor 
and appreciation exprei::sed themselves in the prayer of 
dismissal by Brother Schroeder. All felt the significance of 
the occasion. 

OF INTEREST TO PUBLIC AND PIONEERS 

Almost before we were aware, the third and final day of 
the Assembly, Sunday, November 23, was upon us. It was 
a full day at the Convention Hall, with a half hour of 
opening exercises and experiences beginning at 9: 30 a.m., 
conducted by E. A. Dunlap, one of the instructors at the 
School of Gilead. At 10 a.m. Percy Chapman, from Toronto, 
Ontario, was introduced to give his speech "Singing Amid 
Tribulation". To back up his argument that we must sing 
amid tribulation, he narrated a number of experiences of 
Jehovah's servants in recent months in Quebec, that prov­
ince of "burning hate for God and Christ and freedom". 
In the province there have been persistently at work 36 
general pioneers and 79 special pioneers. Their singing amid 
tribulation has defeated the objectives of the persecution 
they must endure. Hence, whereas once in the city of 
Quebec there were just 3 witnesses of the Lord God, there 
are now 55, who meet in a Kingdom Hall. By not quitting 
under tribulation, the pioneers in just the two months last 
reported on have accomplished 9,2Gl back-calls upon inter­
ested persons in the province and have conducted 541 book 
studies in their homes. This has contributed its own share 
to the grand result for all provinces of Canada, namely, 
about 12,000 publishers out in the field monthly, singing 
the grand song. 

A good follow-up talk, "Jehovah's Ministers of Good 
News," was now presented by the Society's legal counsel, 
H. C. Covington. It explained anew, as if before the bar 
in court, why our placing of literature on contributions is 
not selling, why we use books as printed sermons, why we 
are ordained although not graduated from religious semi­
naries, why children not yet come to their teens can be 
active ministers, and why we keep on in our work despite 
the persecution. It gave new emphasis to the fact that all 
of us consecrated to God through Christ are ordained minis­
ters of the gospel. Brother Covington, who has appeared 
many times before the United States Supreme Court, likely 
did not realize during his speech that the very next day, 

Monday, November 24, that august body of justices would 
hand down a 5-fo-4 decision denying to three of Jehovah's 
witnesses the ministerial status, together with the exemp­
tions that this included. But now the morning sessions were 
concluded by the convention chairman, Brother Franz, who 
spoke on "Organized for Theocratic Song''. This drew into 
sharp relief the fact that for us all to sing one and the same 
Kingdom song harmoniously and in unison among all 
nations Jehovah, the great Musical Director, through his 
Theocratic organization must provide us with a visible 
central governing body, like the "chief musician" mentioned 
in 53 of the Psalms. Jehovah God has manifestly done so. 

At 3 o'clock, notwithstanding the overcast skies, came 
the record attendance of the Assembly, that is, 28,000. 
Before this audience the speech "Permanent Governor of 
All Nations'' had its third presentation by Brother Knorr; 
but this time he excelled his deliveries in London, England, 
and in Los Angelei., Calif. Again he warmed up his listen­
ing thousands to many applauses. Topping off his speech 
was his announcement of the Society's publishing of a new 
32-page booklet containing his round-the-world-tour speech 
"The Joy of All the People", and that each one present was 
entitled to a free copy. In behalf of the great audience the 
chairman thanked him for both his speech and this gift 
copy of the newly released booklet. 

In less than an hour after this the Assembly came to 
order again to sing rnngs of praise and then to hear the clos­
ing presentations of the three-day Assembly. They were 
glad to get the facts and figures that the Convention serv­
ant, J. O. Groh, presented in his half-hour report, and they 
joined with him in expressing appreciation to whom 
appreciation was due in connection with the Assembly. Then 
came the final feature, as Brother Knorr talked on the 
announced subject, "Why We Are So Different." Quietly 
delivered, it made a deep impression, and especially when 
at the end he got onto the subject of the pioneer work. In 
view of the general distress and hard economic times a way 
had to be prepared for the general pioneers to remain in 
this chief vocation and for increasing the number of such 
pioneers throughout all the earth. So, beginning with 
January 1, 1948, the Society would institute a new policy 
toward general pioneers, requiring of them a reduced num­
ber of hours m the field, namely, 120 hours on an average 
monthly, or 1,400 yearly. This would allow them to work 
part-time at secular occupations, seasonal or weekly, there­
by to make some financial provision for their needs without 
burdening relatives, friends or companies. Many others, too, 
would now find it possible for them to enter the ranks and 
make pioneering their life's vocation. 

These disclosures awakened round after round of ap­
plause. The hearts of many or of all general pioneers there 
were set singing with joy, and many were the eyes that 
were moist with tears of gratitude to the great Provider, 
Jehovah God. Shortly after 7 p.m. the final disclosure came, 
when Brother Knorr apprised the brethren of his then­
arranged trip with his secretary, Milton Henschel, to 
Portugal, Spain, West Africa, and South Africa. They 
rejoiced so much that their brethren in those parts were 
now to enjoy the presence and ministration of the Society's 
president, and they voted, by way of handclapping, for 
him to extend their love to all the brethren encountered in 
the course of this trip. Finally, the Assembly joined in song 
No. 21, "Praise the Lord," closing with the words of ex­
hortation, "The ~ignal for all peoples raise, and fill the earth 
with joyful praISe." Then Brother Knorr terminated the 
glorious program with prayer. 




