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"And all thy children shall he tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
great shall he the peace of thy children." ~ J1aiah 54:r3. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and ls the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active ai;ent In creating all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the Issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for mau, made perfect man for 
tbe earth and placed him upon It; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death In order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus Is the Chief Officer thereof and ls the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and prlv!lege it 
ls to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
ne:s:t great act ls to destroy Satan's organization and establlsh 
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will cai:ry out the 
di\ine mandate to "fill the earth" with rl;;hteous ol!sprlng, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of llfe on earth. 

"ALL NATIONS EXPANSION" TESTIMONY PERIOD 
The entire month of August is a special testunony period desig­

nated as above, and the theme of expansion will be forwarded as 
Kingdom publishers everywhere enlarge their witnessing activities 
to take in the extensive rural sections of territory. The favorable 
weather of this midsummer month in the Northern Hemisphere 
invitingly calls for concentrated work in the countryside, and the 
offer is worthy of our best effort. For the third consecutive month 
the featured presentation will be three bound books on a $1.00 
contribution, this to include, if at all possible, the Bible handbook 
"Equipped for Every Good Work" and the revealing textbook on 
fundamental Bible doctrine, "Let God Be True", along with any 
other WATCHTOWER bound-book publication. "Equipped for Every 
Good Work" will continue to be placed alone on a 50c contribution. 
By means of this offer during August the message of God's estab­
lished King.dam will spread and expand in many nations. You, as 
a lV"atchtower reader, may share in the expansion work. A post­
card or letter will bring us to your aid in putting you in touch 
with others near you active in this work, or in instructing you how 
to proceed. Please report your work accomplished during August, 
that the record of expansion in all nations may be complete. 

"THE WATCHTOWER" 
Th" Watchtower is a magazine without equal in the earth, and 

is conceded this rank by all that have been faithful readers thereof 
during its more than sixty years of publication. The Watchtower 
has increased in importance with the progress of the years, and 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal Is published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will 
It arranges systematic Bible study for Its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It ls entirely free and separate from all religion, parties. sects or 
other worldly organizations. It ls wholly and without reservation 
!or the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It is not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the Ught of the Scriptures. It does not indulge 
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalltles. 

Notlc11 to Bvbaeriber•: Ret1uttancu should be sent to ofl!ce In your 
countrT in compllance with regulation• to guarantee sate deliver,. of 
money. Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no 
ofl!ce 18 located, by international moneT order only. Subscription rates In 
dltrerent countries are stated below in local currency. Notsce of e:rpiratton 
(with renewal blank) la sent at least two Issues before sub•cription 
expires. Change of addreai when sent to our ofl!ce may be expeeted 
elfective within one month. Send your old a.a well as new address. 

Please address the Watch Tower SocietT In every cnse. 

Ofl!C88 Yearly Subscription Rate 
America (l7. B.), ll1 A.dams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. $1.00 
A.Vlft•alia, 7 Beresford Rd., Strathlleld, N. S. W. 6s 
Brituh Wut Indie1, 21 Taylor St., Port of Spain, Trinidad ,1.25 
Canada, 40 ll'Wln Ave., Toronto 5, Ontario ,l.00 
England, 34 Craven Terrace. London. W. 2 5s 
India, 167 Love Lane, Bombay ~7 BL 3/8 
Jamaica, 151 King St., Kingston 5s 
Neio Zealaml, (}. P. 0. Box SO, Wellington, C. 1 6e 
Philippsne lalundll, 2621 Int. % Buran. Santa Ana. .Ma.nila 2 pesos 
Bovth Africa, 623 Boston Bouse, Cape Town lie 

Translations of tb1a journal appear In many languagea. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason ot In· 
llnn1ty, poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price m11y 
have The Watchto10er free upon written appl!cation to the publishers, 
made once each year, stating the reason for so requesting It. We are 
glad to thus aid the needy, but the written appl!catJ.on once each year 
1B required by the postal regulatioll5. 

Printed in the United States of America 

Entered cu 1econd-cla.t1 matter at the po.ff o1!1ce at Brooklvn, N. Y., 
vnder the Act of March 3, 1819. 

never has it been more valuable than today, at this world crisis, 
when the destiny of each intelligent human creature is being de­
cided. The gettmg of correct information and instruction, just 
such as is required for the times, to decide your course wisely to 
a happy destiny, was never more vital than now, for "where there 
is no vision, the people perish". Informed persons well acquainted 
with the consistent contents of Th11 Wat ch tower agree that those 
who want to gain life in peace and happiness without end should 
read and study it together with the Bible and in company with 
other readers. This is not giving any credit to the magazine's 
publishers, but is due to the great Author of the Bible with its 
truths and prophecies, and who now interprets its prophecies. He 
it is that makes possible the material that is published in the 
columns of this magazine and who gives promise that it shall 
continue to publish the advancing truths as long as it continues 
to exist for the service of the interests of his Theocratic Govern­
ment. Carefully and prayerfully read this issue of The Watch­
tower. Then do not delay to mail in your subscription, that 
you may receive it regularly, twice a month, twenty-four copies 
the year. It is $1.00 in the United States; $1.50 elsewhere. 

"W ATCBTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of September 7 : "Blessed Are the Eyes Which See," 
1T 1-20 mclusive, The Watchtower August 1, 1947. 

Week of September 14: "Blessed Are the Eyes Which See," 
1T 21-41 inclusive, The Watchtower August 1, 1947. 
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"BLESSED ARE THE EYES WHICH SEE" 
"Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see: for I tell you, that many prophets and kings 

have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them."-Luke 10: 23, 24. 

JEHOVAH the Creator gifted man with two eyes, 
and wise is he who uses them in harmony with 
the divine purpose. Otherwise, these optical 

organs fail of their blessed function. "The wise man's 
eyes are in his head; but the fool [who does not use 
his eyes] walketh in darkness," said a wise man of 
old. Before outfitting man thus, the Creator, with 
scientific skill, made that wonderful complement to 
vision, namely, light. His first reported words at 
preparing this earthly globe for man's habitation 
were: "Let there be light." It is in harmony with the 
normal order of things that the perfectly balanced 
man rejoices at light, and he agrees with the wise 
man who further said: "Truly the light is sweet, and 
a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun." 
-Eccl. 2: 14; 11: 7. 

2 More than that, the Creator made something for 
the glorious light of the sun to fall upon for man's 
sake, something for man to behold with enjoyment 
in the diffused light, namely, the matchless material 
works of God in the heavens, in the earth, under the 
earth, and in the seas. Man's sense of vision put him 
in touch with these things, whether they were afar 
off or near to him. Vision acquainted man with the 
creation amid which he lived, and his mind became 
filled with impressions that he could call forth and 
visualize to himself even with his eyes closed or in 
night's darkness. His mind became stored with 
memories that resulted from gazing out upon the 
beauteous spectacle of nature about him. 

a There is no reason for us to complain because the 
Creator made us without the ability to see the spirit­
ual realm within which He himself dwells. With 
man's weak visual powers, we were not constructed 
so as to support the vision of God, for the law of the 
Most High ._God in this respect is : "There shall no 
man see me, and live." (Ex. 33: 20) Man was created 
to be an intelligent creature with faith in the exist­
ence of God. In Eden's garden the perfect man Adam 
could not see the personal form of God, neither the 
1. For the sake of man's vision what did God create? and who Is a 
wise man in these respectS? 
2. Hew did man thus become acquainted with creation about him? 
3. Why does man not see God, or even need to see him 1 

form of the angelic messenger by whom God spoke 
to Adam there in the cool of each evening. But 
Adam's Maker had endowed him with the mental 
faculty of understanding, and as he looked about 
him at the varied created things about him or looked 
himself over he could read the message that all these 
things spoke: There is a God, our Creator and yours. 
This fact broke in upon his mental appreciation. 
With his eyes of understanding (or mental powers 
of discernment) he could grasp the self-evident fact 
that God is. Man did not need to see him personally 
in order to know that vital fact. Today fallen men, 
despite their sinful, imperfect condition, are inexcus­
able for not grasping this truth; ''because that which 
is known of God is manifest in them; for God mani­
fested it unto them. For the invisible things of him 
since the creation of the world are cle·arly seen, being 
perceived through the things that are made, even his 
everlasting power and divinity; that they may be 
without excuse."-Rom. 1: 19, 20, A.S.V. 

' The eyes are therefore one of man's choicest 
possessions, for they are so necessary to his com­
plete happiness. But more to be prized than eyes of 
flesh in the head is what the Scriptures speak of as 
the "eyes of understanding" or "eyes of the heart". 
The person that has the latter, although he may be 
physically sightless, is more favored and has far 
better possibilities of everlasting life than the one 
without such although having physical sight. 

5 Because of the vital importance of this mental 
gift, the Christian apostle prayed that his fell ow 
disciples at Ephesus might be enriched with it by the 
great Creator, for it was essential to their continu­
ing to be Christians and gaining the prize of glory, 
honor and immortality with Jesus Christ in the king­
dom of God. His prayer for them is also a suitable 
prayer for us today, namely: "That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him; having the eyes of your heart 
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4. What are more to be prized than tleshly eyes? and why? 
15. How and why did the apostle pray we might have our eyes ot under­
standing enlightened 1 
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enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of 
his calling, what the riches of the glory of his inherit­
ance in the saints, and what the exceeding greatness 
of his power to us-ward who believe, according to 
that working of the strength of his might which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule, and authority, and power, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
and he put all things in subjection under his feet, and 
gave him to be head over all things to the church." 
(Eph. 1: 17-22, Am.Stan. Ver.) It takes eyes of a 
spiritually inclined heart to see and accept those 
things set before the church of God. If we look at 
the things in God's written Word with a blank stare 
that is held stiff and motionless by the religious 
creeds and traditions of men in our minds, then we 
shall be looking at his Word but shall not see what 
it contains or understand what it teaches. 

8 The church of God was founded in Jesus' day, 
under him as its Head member. It is a known fact 
that the majority of the Israelites of that day or 
generation did not become members of such church 
and did not receive the holy spirit of God from and 
after the day of Pentecost A.D. 33. Why notT God's 
own written Word itself assigns the reason as being 
that they did not have the proper mental inclination 
and desire to perceive spiritual things; they did not 
have the "eyes of the heart'' enlightened. Long before 
that Israel's prophet Isaiah foretold this; and 
twenty-five years after the majority of the Israelites 
rejected Jesus and had him killed Paul the apostle 
said to certain Israelites that visited him in prison­
custody: "Well spake the holy spirit through Isaiah 
the prophet unto your fathers, saying: Go thou unto 
this people, and say, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall in no wise understand; and seeing ye shall see, 
and shall in no wise perceive: for this people's heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; lest haply they 
should perceive with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and should 
turn again, and I should heal them. Be it known 
therefore unto you, that this salvation of God is 
sent unto the Gentiles: they will also hear." (Acts 
28: 25-28, Am. Stan. Ver.) The Gentiles or non-Jews, 
together with a remnant of faithful Jews, did hear 
with th~ .right heart condition. For that reason they 
understood. 

1 Jesus knew that the prophet Isaiah foretold such 
a state of heart or mind for the Israelites, and he also 
readily discerned it to be in them. He adjusted him­
self to that situation by taking up a special style of 
teaching, namely, that of using simple parables as 

illustrations of larger and higher spiritual truths. 
His disciples noted this procedure and asked him 
why he followed it. His answer disclosed that he was 
not working for any world conversion and was not 
expecting world conversion such as the religious 
organizations of Christendom claim it their business 
to undertake and attempt. Jesus said to his faithful 
disciples: 

1 ''Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. For 
whosoever hath [eyes of the heart or understand­
ing] to him shall be given [to know], and he shall 
have abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that which he hath. There­
fore speak I to them in parables; because seeing they 
see not, and hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand. And unto them is fulfilled the prophecy 
of Isaiah, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall in no wise understand; and seeing ye shall see, 
and shall in no wise perceive: for this people's heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; lest haply they 
should perceive with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their heart, and should 
turn again, and I should heal them. But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see; and your e_ars, for they hear. 
For verily I say unto you, that many prophets and 
righteous men desired to see the things which ye see, 
and saw them not; and to hear the things which ye 
bear, and beard them not."-Matt. 13: 11-17, Am. 
Stan. Ver. 

'Read for yourself any of Jesus' parables. What 
could be more simply stated and more easily visual­
ized T But the picture described in Jesus' words was 
not the only thing to visualize. He was not just 
entertaining his hearers as if taking them to a verbal 
"movie picture show''. There was a hidden meaning 
to the parabolic picture that he drew in words, and 
it lay beneath what appeared upon the surface. This 
was plain from the fact that he told such parables 
in connection with his serious preaching of God's 
kingdom. 

10 The Israelites that heard him visualized the pic­
ture that his graphic words sketched for them, but 
they did not get the meaning with reference to the 
Kingdom nor see how it fitted to the things of the 
Kingdom. They were entertained, thinking Jesus a 
most captivating preacher or talker, one like whom 
no other man spoke, but they did not faithfully 
retain what he said, hoping to come to the meaning 
of it by earnest study and inquiry. So they dropped 
from mind what he taught and did not compare the 
characters and events of his parables with what was 
going on visibly among them. They saw in actual 
life about them the things that Jesus described as 

6 AB foretold by Isaiah, why did not most Jews become Christians? 9 li<!fild"8 the picture Jesus drew, what was there to his parables? 
7, 8. Why did Jesus take up the use o! parables in his teaching? 10. Whv did the people not get the meanln11: o! Jesus' parables? 
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illustrations in his parables, and alongside of that 
they saw Jesus and his apostles and evangelists at 
work in all Jewry. But they did not connect the two 
sets of things together and look at them in a com­
parative way to see the correspondency and to come 
to an understanding in their minds of the truth. They 
took such an attitude because they were not really 
anxious for God's kingdom nor willing to take action 
toward it that would make them unpopular. 

TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE LIGHT 
11 To see with our natural eyes it is necessary to 

have light. When we have light, especially good light, 
we should take advantage of it and use it well. That 
is to say, our body's visual powers should help the 
body to benefit by the light, so that the body is able 
to act and go in the right way. When Jesus came into 
the world back there, he brought light, but the Israel­
ites of his day did not use the marvelous light such 
as had never before shone by which to see. Jesus' 
intimate disciple John comments on that: "The real 
light, which sheds light upon everyone, was just 
coming into the world. He came into the world, and 
though the world came into existence through him, 
the world did not recognize him. He came to his 
home, and his own family did not welcome him. But 
to all who did receive him and believe in him he gave 
the right to become children of God." (John 1: 9-12, 
An Amer. Trans.) The light-bringing mission of 
Jesus was specially illustrated on one particular 
occasion, concerning which we read: "And as he 
passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. A.nd 
his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man, or his parents, that he should be born 
blind T Jesus answered, Neither did this man sin, nor 
his parents: but that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him. We must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work. ·when I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world." Then to demonstrate in 
a physical manner that he is the light of the world 
because of having power to enlighten people, he 
restored sight to the man born blind.-J ohn 9: 1-7, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

12 Those who refuse to see things in the light 
brought by Jesus as the light of the world injure 
themselves to the extent of losing eternal life and 
hence everlasting happiness. Such persons are the 
ones that are even ready to call the light darkness, 
whereas the darkness in which they like to dwell for 
the sake of selfishness they call light. God's prophet 
cried woe to such self-deceivers, because they are 
wise in their own estimation and prudent from their 
own viewpoint and are therefore not teachable 
11.()f';bat should our eyes take advantage In order to see? and did 
the J ewe of J esua' day do so? 
J2 Why do the rehg1onlets refuse to """ thinl?s In the light? and 
what shall be their end? 

regarding the ways of God's salvation. They choose 
their own religious darkness in preference to the 
bright-shining truth. Whyf In order that they may 
follow their own sel:fi.s:P inclinations and may give 
themselves over. loosely and irresponsibly to the 
works of unrighteousness. Their end shall be the 
darkness of destruction, ''because they have rejected 
the law of Jehovah of hosts, and despised the word 
of the Holy One of Israel."-Isa. 5: 20-24, Am. Stan. 
Ver. 

u The religious leaders of Jesus' day were such­
like. He therefore told them that he came into the 
world to put them on judgment in regard to the light 
of truth, to show those up as blind who religiously 
claimed that they saw, and to enlighten the blind ones 
that honestly wanted to see the truth. Hearing this, 
some Pharisees said to Jesus : "Are we blind also f" 
They self-conceitedly thought it was impossible that 
they could be mentally blind. Jesus replied: "If ye 
were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, 
We see; therefore your sin remaineth."-John 
9: 39-41. 

14 Had they acknowledged to themselves and to 
Jesus that they were mentally blind, they would 
have been excusable for what they 'W'ere doing in 
opposition to Jesus, because of their unwilling blind­
ness. Also they would have been in the way to get 
out of it and out of the sin that it was causing them 
to commit. But now they hardheartedly insisted they 
were not blind and needed no enlightenment from 
Jesus but knew what they were doing. Taking them 
at their word, they were fully responsible for what 
they sinfully did against him and his Father. And 
so their sin rested upon them, and there was no way 
of getting them out from under it, because they 
refused to see the error of their way in the light 
of the truth. They were religious hypocrites! They 
find their modern-day counterparts in the religious 
clergymen of Christendom now. 

16 Jes us, in his sermon on the mount, described how 
deplorable their condition was in these words: "The 
lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye 
be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But 
if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness. If therefore the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is the darkness ! No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mam­
mon.'' (Matt. 6: 22-24, Am. Stan. Ver.) The eye that 
functions properly is like a lighted lamp to the body 
in the dark of night, because with it the body can 
walk without stumbling or bumping into something, 
and the hands can take hold and apply themselves to 
things without uncertainly feeling about and miss-
13, 14. Why did Jesus aay sin remained upon the Pharasaic religionists? 
15. Like what Is the eye to the body? and why? 
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ing. Without the lamp of physical vision the body at 
the height of noonday might just as well be in the 
depth of midnight. But even with the eyeball in the 
socket, there is another requirement for our human 
body to be enlightened by it: The eye must be sound, 
"single," as Jesus said. 

ie That is to say, The eye must be simple, uncom­
pounded, all one way in performing its function. It 
must faithfully catch up the light rays from the 
object at which it looks and then by means of the 
clear lens of the eye it must bring such light rays to 
a ·focus on the sensitive membrane covering the 
inner rear-part of the eyeball. The most sensitive 
part of this membrane is at the depression, the fovea 
centralis; and if the visualized image is focused upon 
this, it results in the most acute sight. If the eye­
lens does not focus well upon the retina, the image 
seen is blurred in outline and detail, and at a certain 
distance or in a poor light it fades from sight and 
becomes indistinguishable from the background 
against which it appears. Also the many light rays 
may converge upon the eye with such diversity and 
number that the poorly functioning eye, unable to 
focus for clear vision, is filled with a crisscross of 
light rays all tangling with one another. We then 
get only a sense of light diffused in the eye but there 
is no sharp perception of a single thing upon which 
our eye is training its line of vision. The effect is the 
same as sightlessness in which there is no perception 
of that to which the eyes turn. For our whole body 
to be filled with informative, guiding light, there 
must be, not alone the entrance of light rays through 
the eye, but also the clear functioning of the eye, to 
make distinguishable the visual images that are 
flashed to it. The eye must be at balanced unity in 
operation. 

11 ·without question, Jesus, by this illustration, was 
teaching a great spiritual truth respecting the "eyes 
of the heart" or mental vision of spiritual things. To 
discern the truths brought by the inspired prophets 
and servants of God and which are recorded in his 
Word, the Bible, we must have what corresponds to 
the single eye. In other words, our vision must be 
pure, our view of things must be from a pure heart 
that loves the truth and that is eager to find it and 
grasp and possess it. When we look we must be in 
the search for the truth of God. The connection of 
the heart with the vision makes the eye like the 
window through which the heart looks and takes a 
view of things. This is shown in Jesus' words as 
follows: "For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, mur­
ders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lascivi­
ousness, an evil eye, ... All these evil things come 
from within, and defile the man." (Mark 7: 21-23) 
16 \\by Is It necessary for the physical eye to be "single"? 
17. Spiritually, bow Is tbe eye alrected bv tbe beart? 

An evil heart will result in an evil eye or a looking 
at things in an impure way and with an evil design. 
Hence the apostle Peter spoke of certain rebellious 
Christians that were disobedient to God's arrange­
ments in His church and who were committing spirit­
ual fornication with the world as having "eyes full 
of adultery''. (2 Pet. 2: 13, 14) Such ones did not 
have the light of truth in them. 

THE "EVIL EYE" 
18 What, then, did Jesus mean by saying, "If thine 

eye be evil"1 What is this "evil eye"T Reasonably, it 
is possessed by a person that has an evil heart or 
mind, like Satan the Devil the "evil one" from whom 
we pray God to deliver us. The Scriptures make 
it clear that the "evil eye" means envious vision, 
covetous vision, selfish, hypocritical vision. (Deut. 
28 : 54-57) It begrudges another person his freedom 
to enjoy spiritual prosperity. It does not want the 
common people, from whom the religious leaders are 
fattening themselves with honor and wealth, to get 
free from religious bondage by Jesus' teaching. 
God's law by Moses forwarned against the "evil eye", 
in this way: "If there be among you a poor man of 
one of thy brethren ... thou shalt open thine hand 
wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him sufficient 
for his need, in that which he wanteth. Beware that 

. there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, 
The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and 
thine EYE BE EVlL against thy poor brother, and thou 
givest him nought; and he cry unto the LoRn against 
thee, and it be sin unto thee.'' (Deut. 15: 7-9; see also 
the Greek Septuagint) .A covetous person with a 
greedy outlook does not care whether it will result 
in poor relations between God and him if he gains 
his selfish end by unjust short-cuts. "He that hasteth 
to be rich hath an evil eye [Septuagint: An envious 
man hasteth to be rich], and considereth not that 
poverty shall come upon him." (Prov. 28: 22) He 
makes himself poor of all generosity and looks upon 
the wealth and possessions of others with envy. His 
vision is bent selfishly. 

19 The highly titled religious leaders who made 
long prayers for people to hear and who by trick 
means were able to "devour widows' houses" were 
such kind of envious men. God's Word warns against 
sitting at the religious table which they spread for 
the people. "Eat thou not the bread of him that hath 
an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: for 
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, 
saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee. The 
morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, 
and lose thy sweet words." (Matt. 23: 1-14; Prov. 
23: 6-8) Many are the people that have already had 

18. How does tt.e "evil eye" act toward tbe poor? 
19. Wby not accept religious dainties from those w!tb an ev!l eye? 
and bo-.r has the evil eye alrected some In the Lord's vineyard? 
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to vomit up with regrets the things they have swal­
lowed by the teaching and training from the religious 
clergy. Many more people are due to become thus 
disillusioned about these leaders who appear out­
wardly so righteous, public-spirited and charitable. 
Those who serve the Lord in his vineyard must 
guard against becoming like those religionists who 
have the lust of the eyes for world control. We must 
be generous to let others share to an equal degree 
with us in the spiritual blessings that the Lord God 
our great Rewarder now has to bestow upon us in 
His service. Those who think they have earned the 
Lord's blessings by long service are liable to think 
that those with a shorter record of service are not 
entitled to the same blessings and equal blessings as 
themselves. Those inclined to envy the mercies and 
favors that others receive after a short time in God's 
service take a bad view of matters, and they cannot 
see straight on the fundamental principles upon 
which God's organization rests and operates. 

20 Envious ones of this type show up among God's 
active people. Jesus exposed such ones in his parable 
of the penny, which finds fulfillment in this twentieth 
century. Their unjust as well as ungenerous, pre­
suming condition of heart appears in the part of the 
parable that reads: "And when they came that were 
hired about the eleventh hour, they received every 
man a penny. But when the first came, they supposed 
that they should have received more; and they like­
wise received every man a penny. And when they 
had received it, they murmured against the goodman 
of the house, saying, These last have wrought but 
one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, 
which have borne the burden and heat of the day. 
But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I 
do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for 
a penny 1 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will 
give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful 
for me to do what I will with mine own T Is thine eye 
evil, because I am good 1 So the last shall be :first, and 
the first last: for many be called, but few chosen." 
(Matt. 20: 9-16) The evil eye, if uncorrected, will 
certainly cause a worker in God's vineyard to lose 
out finally and not be chosen or selected to the King­
dom for which he may have been called long before, 
when his heart was right. 

21 It was while Jesus was teaching concerning the 
Kingdom that he said: "If thine eye be evil, thy 
whole body shall be full of darkness." Such an eye, 
or the kind of vision that it symbolizes, is selfish and 
serves a heart that is self-seeking, lacking the pure, 
sincere love of God and his kingdom. The Kingdom 
glories in heaven that are promised in God's Word 
to the faithful it desires selfishly, and not that this 

20. In a parable, bow did Jesus expose sucb ones In the vineyard? 
21, 22. Due to the evil eye, bow does the body become tull ot darkness? 

might be to the honor of God and the vindication of 
his name. Hence at the same time it desires the 
honors, titles, and good things that this world has to 
offer, in order to please itself. For the sake of these 
things it is willing to please the world and its great 
master, Satan the Devil. Thus it is willing to make 
compromises with this world rather than to be 
decisively clean-cut for the Kingdom. It imagines 
that it can serve two masters, now serving the Devil's 
world and lining up with its programs for its own 
''better, finer order", and now serving God, to curry 
God's favor and at the last, for safety's sake, to come 
in upon what God has to offer. It is so double in 
vision or viewpoint that it cannot see that a partial 
devotion and partial service is pleasing to neither of 
the two great masters, Jehovah God and Satan the 
Devil. Each demands the whole or nothing. 

u Such a person with a divided heart has a divided, 
selfish, envious vision. He can not with any clearness 
see the requirements concerning God's kingdom or 
life in the righteous new world now close at hand. 
With a blurred, compromising vision he is in the 
dark on these things. He gropes about, now on this 
side, now on that, and gets nowhere on the path of 
light, but stumbles on down the broad road that leads 
to destruction. He may think he is in the light, but 
what he thinks is light is actual darkness, and, 
because of his wrong, selfish opinion, "how great is 
that darkness I" 

PROPER VISION 
28 The "single" eye is the faculty which we should 

cultivate both in natural life and, figuratively speak­
ing, in our spiritual life or our relations with God. 
Behind this eye there must be the pure heart, fully 
devoted to Jehovah God through Christ Jesus and 
loving his kingdom undividedly and seeking to know 
the divine will and purpose so as to act in full accord 
therewith. Then our vision of the light and of the 
things that God reveals at this time in that glorious 
Kingdom light will be clear. It will fill our minds and 
bodies with illuminating intelligence. "Therefore 
when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full 
of light; ... If thy whole body therefore be full of 
light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of 
light, as when the bright shining of a candle doth 
give thee light." (Luke 11: 34-36) That means that 
all the parts of our body, the hands, the feet, the 
tongue, the shoulders, the head, etc., will do the 
works of light, because of the unhindered mental 
vision which is not impaired by selfishness for the 
things of this world. Furthermore, no light-filled 
body would go unnoticed in the darkness surrounding 
others. So we, if we have the light, should not hold 
it within ourselves. That with which we are enlight­
ened by the spiritual vision of our eyes of under-
23. How does tullness of llght result to the body from the "single" eye? 
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standing we must use as a lamp for the .benefit of all 
in darlmess. "No man, when he hath lighted a lamp, 
putteth it in a cellar, neither under the bushel, but on 
the stand, that they which enter in may see the light." 
(Luke 11:33, Am.Stan. Ver.) To be guides of light, 
keep your eyes open and use them, because they are 
the body's lamp. 

24 To keep good spiritual vision, then, we must 
feed upon good food that nourishes our heart or 
mind. It is like the case of Jonathan in the heat of 
battle. He was about to be overcome with exhaustion 
for lack of nourishment. When he partook of a little 
honey he found in his way he said: "See, I pray you, 
how mine eyes have been enlightened, because I 
tasted a little of this honey." (1Sam.14: 27-29) His 
eyes brightened to carry on with clearer vision the 
pursuit of the Lord's enemies. However, for our 
spiritual vision, the food we need is the enlightening 
food that the Lord provides from the Bible and 
through his Theocratic organization in Christ Jesus. 
Keep your eyes on this food. Do not let your eyes 
wander lustfully away to the outwardly attractive 
and inviting dishes that organized religion and its 
commercial- and political allies have to offer in the 
way of propaganda, traditions, and culture, all of 
which blight our true vision and put darlmess for 
light. 

25 \Ve are living in the Laodicean stage of the 
Christian church, and if any professed Christians 
have suffered impairment of their vision of God's 
will and purpose, becoming blinded by the selfish 
things of this world, they should pray to God through 
Christ so as to receive His spirit, which is like a heal­
ing eyesalve. To such ones Christ Jesus says: "I 
counsel thee to buy of me ... and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I 
love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and 
repent." (Rev. 3: 18, 19) By repenting at the Lord's 
loving rebuke and by turning from the blinding 
things of this world, fi.."'I: your studious attention upon 
God's Holy Word. By studying and applying it we 
receive of His spirit. Get acquainted with His com­
mandments and instructions for his people in this 
dark time of the world. Guide your line of vision and 
your powers of discernment according to his safe 
rules. Then the perception of truth will brighten for 

·you. "The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing 
the heart: the commandment of Jehovah is pure, 
enlight~ning the eyes."-Ps. 19: 8, Am. Stan. Ver. 

26 At the iirst you may not be able to see so much 
or see with the best of understanding. But this should 
not make you discouraged or make you think that in 
your case the Lord is unable to perform the miracle 
that he performed literally upon so many blind 
~ connection bas food with i;ood spiritual vision? 
25. How do we anply to ourselves the Lord's beallng eyesalve? 
26, 27. (a) Wby should babes In knowledge not i;et d1scouruged at not 
seeing st IJIUCb at first? (b) What should they keep on doing? 

persons when he was on earth. It is as with an infant 
at birth. The babe has eyes in its head ready to func­
tion, but the helpless child does not know at first how 
to use them. It comes forth into a world completely 
strange to it, on which it has never looked before. Its 
organs of sight have the light strike them. The light 
rays from the various objects in its perspective of 
vision fall upon those newly opened eyes, but it 
recognizes nothing. It sees nothing familiar, and 
attaches no value to anything, because it is meaning­
less to it. Hence the child sees nothing because it 
perceives nothing. But it keeps on looking and, after 
a time, the same patches of color and the same forms 
and shapes out there in its line of vision keep on 
reappearing. They become familiar to it and estab­
lish a meaning for themselves; and the growing 
infant begins to perceive them, because he looks for 
them, he recognizes them and focuses upon them. 
They have made impressions upon his mind with a 
definite shape, form and looks, and he remembers 
them and can now identify them on sight. Thus he 
increases in familiarity with the world about him. 

21 The same is true with anyone that is a babe in 
the knowledge of the things of God's "present truth". 
At first it is all unfamiliar ground and he can see 
little of what is at first revealed to him. But if he has 
an honest heart that seeks to learn to know and to 
retain what he learns, he will keep on peering into 
the pages of God's Word and ~to the operations of 
his Theocratic organization. He then grows in 
familiarity therewith. (Mark 8: 17, 18, 21) With good 
remembrance and familiarity he increases in percep­
'tive powers, that is, in powers to select or pick out 
various things and to distinguish them from other 
things and to detect details and peculiar features. 
The Lord answers his prayer: "Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law." 
-Ps. 119: 18. 

28 The great "Father. of lights" takes an interest 
in the creature eyes that fix their gaze upon his Word 
with a desire and purpose to understand. He blesses 
such. The blessed "eyes" are not those which give an 
occasional, casual and general look at his Word and 
organization as if by one or a few such looks to take 
in the whole field of God's Word hurriedly and thus 
save time for other things of a selfish kind. We 
should not look at his W o-rd and organization with 
a stationary, religious stare to see things according 
to the religious point of view. When we stare with 
our natural eyes, what happens? Such a staring 
renders the eyes motionless and subjects them to 
strain in the effort to see. It also paralyzes the 
powers of perception and immobilizes the attention, 
so that no clear, detailed impression is gained that 
can be remembered with sharpness. The mental effect 

28. Wby not look at God'• Word and organl•atlon with a "•tare"? 
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is hazy, unclear, unimpressive; and the staring, by 
being kept up, is liable to induce drowsy self-hypno­
tism rather than bestir us to an energetic action in 
response to sight. 

28 The blessed "eyes" are not those with a :fixed, 
religious stare that looks but has other things on the 
mind. The blessed "eyes" are those that are alert, 
on the move, scrutinizing, not trying to capture the 
whole visual field with a prolonged, fixed stare, but 
focusing attention upon details and moving from 
detail to detail in order to get the whole picture. 
They do not see everything at a glance. They cover 
the field of vision gradually, but progressively, like 
the finder beam of a television recorder. This moves 
over the field of vision point by point, line by line, 
so as to pick up each item individually and transmit 
it on to the television broadcaster. Then the broad­
caster sends it to the television receiver the projector 
in which throws it onto the image-frame of the tele­
vision set where human eyes are on the watch. In 
that way the whole picture is built up out of all its 
details all of which are clearly discerned and proper­
ly related and put together. 

30 Likewise with one who is in search of the blessed 
things that God has to show us at this day; all such 
detailed study takes time and practice, but the 
reward in the way of results is blessed. What is seen 
in this way will differ widely from that which reli­
gion has painted as the picture, but the honest­
hearted lovers of truth will not be offended at the 
clearer sight. Let us not be like the religious scribes 
and Pharisees that came to Jesus asking of him a 
special sign to make them believe he was the Messiah. 
They had the written Word of God with its proph­
ecies, and if they had only :fixed their attention and 
studied they would have seen the fulfillments of 
prophecy in what Jesus taught and did. From these 
it was evident he was sent by God. But those reli­
gionists did not want to reach that conclusion, for it 
would mean accepting Jesus. Because they did not 
want to believe, they wanted still more evidence, and 
so asked for a sign. If they had been sincere, they 
would have already had enough evidence; but they 
were hypocrites. They did not care to exercise faith 
in what they saw, because it would have meant giv­
ing up their own selfish ideas and the worldly advan­
tages they were then enjoying. They did not desire 
to see, but preferred to stay blind. By this they 
missed-a great blessedness. 

31 The honest-hearted who seek for light are not 
prejudiced against possibly reaching conclusions to 
which the religious leaders object, although being 
the manifest teaching of God's \Vord. On compre­
hending the sight of God's truth in all its detailed 
~ do the "blessed" eyes survey the visual field? 
30. (a) What does such detailed study reqmre and also produce? 
(b) Why do religionists ask to see an extra sign? 
31. Unlike them, bow do the honest react toward things seen? 

beauty the honest-hearted marvel and rejoice and 
give Him praise. In classic Bible language they ex­
claim: "This is the LoRD's doing; it is marvellous in 
our eyes." (Ps. 118: 23) But the religiously preju­
diced are dull of eye. They are left unimpressed, due 
to their blindness and inability to read the truth 
behind the facts that plainly appear. Because the 
facts show up their religious blindness and prejudice, 
they feel cheap and exposed. They feel injured and 
want to do injury to those who follow the light. 
-Mark 12: 10-12. 

CORRECT USE 
12 Marvelous, indeed, are the things visible today 

to eyes that have been trained to look at the condi­
tions and events of our time Scripturally. The many 
details of the modern world-scene all combine to 
prove that we are at the end of this world and that 
the everlasting kingdom of Jehovah God by his 
Christ has been set up in the heavens. This sign of 
our ti.mes is becoming clearer and clearer to our 
vision as the dawning light of the new world bright­
ens. Concerning this time since A.D.1914 the prophet 
Isaiah said: "Your eyes shall see the King in all his 
splendour, and gaze upon his broad ·domain; till, 
musing on the terror that has vanished, you ask, 
'Where are the tyrant's officers, who taxed us, 
charged us, took our tributeT' These insolent crea­
tures you shall see no more [inside God's organiza­
tion], ... the Eternal -himself rules us, the Eternal 
is our captain, the Eternal is our king, he, he alone, 
defends us."-Isa. 33: 17-19, 22, Moffatt. 

as The faithful Christian remnant today and their 
good-will companions now see the Eternal God's 
kingdom. They have been delivered from bondage to 
Satan's world organization and its oppressions and 
blinding religion. They are the ones meant in Isaiah's 
further prophecy: "In that day shall the deaf hear 
the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall 
see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. The meek 
also shall increase their joy in the LoRD, and the 
poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel. For the terrible one is brought to nought." 
It is because the Liberator, Jehovah's elect Servant 
Christ Jesus, now reigns, "to open the blind eyes, 
to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them 
that sit in darkness out of the prison house."-Isa. 
29: 18-20; 42: 1, 7. 

" Jesus, speaking to his disciples who had just 
come in from a campaign of field service preaching 
the kingdom of God, said: "Blessed are the eyes 
which see the things that ye see: for I tell you, that 
many prophets and kings have desired to see those 
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to 
32. How do our eyes look at the world scene? and what do we see? 
33. Why do blind eyee now 1100 out ot obscurity and da1 ku""8? 
34, 35. (al Why are our ey1!9 more blessed than those ot ldngo, prophets 
and disciples of old? (b) How do we avoid Christendom'• destruction' 
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hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard 
them." (Luke 10: 23, 24) Jesus' words are more true 
in our case now in this twentieth century. We see 
what kings and prophets, yes, what even Jesus' early 
disciples, did not behold. Ten centuries before Christ 
King David said: "Blessed be the LoRD God of Israel, 
which hath given one to sit on my throne this 
day, mine eyes even seeing it." That was at the 
enthronement of David's successor, his beloved son 
Solomon, to be ruler of the typical kingdom of J eho­
vah God in Israel. (1 Ki. 1: 48) Later, at the begin­
ning of the "Christian era", at the temple in Jeru­
salem, an aged man named Simeon took up a babe 
in his arms and "blessed God, and said, 'Now, Master, 

-you will let your slave go free in peace, as you 
promised, for my eyes have seen your salvation 
which you have set before all the nations, a light of 
revelation for the heathen, and a glory to your people 
Israel!' " The babe over which Simeon blessed God 
was Jesus forty days old. By faith's power of dis­
cernment Simeon saw in Jesus the promised Mes­
sianic King in whom all nations and families of the 
earth should be blessed. (Luke 2: 25-32, An Amer. 
Trans.) Thirty years later the faithful disciples 
discerned in Jesus that same promised King, now 
anointed of God's spirit and now giving full proof 
of his Kingdom title. 

85 All the foregoing men were blessed in beholding 
God's advancing steps toward His establishment of 
the long-foretold K.Ingdom, and Jesus' personal 
disciples were especially blessed. But the eyes of us 
today are far more blessed than even theirs, because 
we see Jehovah's royal Government by his Christ 
now fully established in the heavens forevermore. 
That being true, we are not following any cunningly 
devised fable nor are we under any hallucination 
when we proclaim everywhere and to all nations the 
presence and active operation of God's kingdom. 
This proclamation by Jehovah's witnesses is in ful­
fillment of Jesus' prophetic words on the end of the 
world, at Matthew 24: 14. We are rejoicing over the 
spiritual light that is now shining due to the inaugu­
ration of God's kingdom by Christ: "The light of the 
eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh 
the bones fat." (Prov. 15: 30) Christendom, in blind­
ness like that of ancient Jerusalem, when the King 
was first present in the flesh, cannot understand or 
perceive .this light of today and does not rejoice at 
it. But the anointed remnant of heirs of the heavenly 
kingdom do so. They are today required to have the 
visual powers to take in the light and to actively 
serve God in it. In this manner they will avoid 
destruction with Christendom, to which destruction 
at the battle of Armageddon her blind guides are 
gropingly but surely leading her.-Luke 19: 41-44. 

ae The anointed remnant, and, in fact, all persons 
of good-will who hope for eternal life in the oncom­
ing new world of righteousness, must now treasure 
their "eyes of understanding'' most jealously and 
should exercise the greatest care for them. They 
must never be permitted to deteriorate in visual 
power and sharpness, nor to relapse back into world­
ly blindness. They must continually be strengthened 
so as not to be strained or off ended at the increasing 
brilliancy of the present-day light from God's Word. 
They must not be allowed to grow dull, but be con­
stantly exercised and used in harmony with the fine 
rules for the art of spiritual seeing. 

37 Among such rules are these: "Yet shall not thy 
teachers be hidden any more, but thine eyes shall see 
thy teachers; and thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it; when ye 
turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the 
left." (Isa. 30: 20, 21, Am. Stan. Ver.) Jehovah is 
our all-wise Teacher and is the Source of all light, 
and our vision must be fixated upon him in teachable­
ness. There must be no turning aside from this, but 
we are obliged to imitate Jesus' example in always 
looking to God for guidance and instruction. We are 
therefore restrained from turning and looking to the 
many religious organizations about us for enlighten­
ment and teaching. We must keep watch on J eho­
vah's instructions through his unfolding Word and 
his Theocratic organization. We must be just like 
servants attentively watching the motion of their 
master's hand in order to discern the indication of 
his will and we dare never tire of doing this. ''Unto 
thee lift I up mine eyes, 0 thou that dwellest in the 
heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto 
the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a 
maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes 
wait upon the LoRD our God." And as we obey what 
he indicates to be his will by his hand of power, we 
will not care for the scorn and contempt that Chris­
tendom and other religionists heap upon us because 
we obey Jehovah God rather than men. Our deliver­
ance is nigh.-Ps. 123: 1-4. 

aa The Lord God has set a straight road ahead of 
us that leads right on into the righteous new world 
of eternal life, and Christ Jesus the King now 
deflects through God's Word the divine light down 
upon that road. The New world created by God's 
perfect wisdom and power and ruled by his King 
is to the front of us. No looking behind for us, nor 
to either side, with any selfish longing! We might 
stumble. Our eyes are at the front of our head. "Let 
thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look 
straight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet, and 
let all thy ways be established. Turn not to the right 

36. How should we now treat and care for our aplrltual eyes? 
37. How 1bould we look according to Isaiah 30 : 20 and Psalm 123? 
38. In what direction and toward what should our eyes be fixed? 
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hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil." 
(Prov. 4: 23-27) Deprived of guiding vision, the feet 
lead or stumble into evil. 

39 There is great value in keeping our powers of 
vision always directed ahead upon the course before 
us and, at its end, the blessed prize held in reserva­
tion for all enduring down to the end and not turning 
aside. The apostle Paul knew that. So, near to the 
end of his course in this evil world, he said with 
unchangeable determination and a final burst of 
effort: "Brethren, I count not myself yet to have 
laid hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things 
which are behind, and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, I press on toward the goal 
unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, be 
thus minded." (Phil. 3: 13-15, Am.Stan. Ver.) The 
sight of what is at the end of the course beckons us 
forward. It renews our strength because of the joy 
that it infuses in us, joy that makes the road yet to 
be traversed not seem so hard or so long. In this 
manner Jes us finished his own hard course success­
fully; wherefore it is written to us: "Let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto 
Jesus the author and :finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God." (Heb. 12: 1, 2) To keep 
looking to him as our Trainer and Example and as 
the One that sets the pace for us in the strenuous 
course yet ahead of us means to finish with success 
and to fully realize the joy to which we steadfastly 
look forward. 

40 As we thus press along in the one and only right 
way, we shall look with generosity upon the poor 
people in darkness and who hunger for the light of 
Kingdom truth. As we move about among them it 
39. As shown by Paul and Christ Jesus, what ,·alue Is there In keeping 
our visual po\\ era directed ahead• 
40. How did Jesus show ue how to look upon the poor people todny? 

is well for us to remember this: ''He that hath a 
bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of his 
bread to the poor." (Prov. 22: 9) Personally we do 
not have much of material bread to distribute, but 
we do have an abundance of spiritual food from 
God's Word which has been made understandable to 
our hearts and minds. While such world hunger for 
truth exists, this is no time for the envious eye that 
begrudges God's "meat in due season" to any people. 
Because they are left to hunger and starve by reason 
of the self-seeking, self-centered course of Christen­
dom's clergy the people are perishing without a 
vision of God's kingdom of salvation now at hand. 
Our Leader Christ Jesus looked with compassion 
upon the spiritually neglected people and at times 
he fed them with natural food, but principally and 
regularly with heavenly bread. He did not hide his 
face from them in order not to be disturbed by the 
sight of their condition. He took note of their needy 
state and dealt bountifully toward them, not sparing 
himself. For this he has won and will yet win the 
blessings of multitudes without number. It will be 
as the proverb says: "He that giveth unto the poor 
shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have 
many a curse."-Prov. 28: 27. 

41 By copying today our Master's bounteous course 
toward the poor and by imparting to them the bread 
by which we have been so well fed and nourished, we 
shall show we do not despise their Maker, Jehovah 
God, and we shall be certain of His blessing, in addi­
tion to any blessings from the poor we serve with 
food. Thus fed, their eyes will be enlightened and 
will be able to discern God's kingdom and the pres­
ence of his King in power. "As the Scripture says, 
'They who have never been told of him will see, and 
they who have never heard will understand.'" (Rom. 
15: 21, An.Amer. Trans.) Let the people have the 
light to see, that their eyes may be blessed! 
41. How car. we help the eyes o! the people to become blessed? 

JEHOVAH'S STANDARD AGAINST THE ENEMY 

N EARLY twenty-seven centuries ago an inspired 
prophet, looking down to our day, declared: "So 
shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, 

and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the LORD shall lift 
up a standard against him." (Isa. 59: 19) The nations of 
heathendom and so-called "Christendom" have their stand­
ards, but what is this standard that the spirit of Jehovah 
God lifts up against the enemy? 

The prophet inspired to speak as above, Isaiah, lived in 
the days of the second world power of history, Assyria, 
when its king Sennacherib came down and laid siege against 
the holy city Jerusalem. The Assyrians had standards for 
their besieging forces, and concerning this The Interna­
tional Bible Dictionary says: "The Assyrian standards were 

emblematic of their religion, and were therefore the more 
valuable as instruments for leading and guiding men in the 
army. The forms were imitations of animals, emblems of 
deities, and symbols of power and wisdom. Many of them 
were crude, but others were highly artistic and of great 
cost. The Egyptian standards were designed in the same 
idea as those of the Romans, exhibiting some sacred emblem, 
or a god in the form of an animal, a group of victory, or 
the king's name or his portrait as of lower and of upper 
Egypt, or an emblematic sign." It was therefore but natural 
that the Assyrian, Egyptian and Roman hosts treated these 
standards with reverence and struck religious attitudes 
toward them. 

That such practice harks back to the time of Babylon 
founded by Nimrod is confirmed by a published report that 
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reads: "A few years ago in northern India, Sir John 
Marshall, head of the archaeological service of the govern­
ment of India, discovered two abandoned cities; one at a site 
now called Mohenjo-Daro, the other at Harappa, cities 
which are believed to have thrived about 3,500 B.C. and 
which were in close contact with the earliest civilizations of 
Babylonia. Among the objects found in the former city was 
a seal, used to sign documents, depicting a procession of 
seven men carrying square standards, held aloft on poles 
like modern flags. These ancient 'flags' were not made of 
cloth but were rigid solids, like boards." 

National flags or emblems traceable to such origin in 
demon-worship could have .. nothing to do with Jehovah's 
standard. There is no Scriptural evidence that the Theo­
cratic nation of Israel used such national standards in their 
warfare against enemies, and certainly they did no obeisance 
toward them. The covenant of Israel with God forbade 
worship of birds, animals, sun, moon, stars, human creations 
of any kind, and images or emblems of these things or any 
other thing. (Ex. 20: 4, 5; Deut. 4: 15-19) The abhorrence 
of the Israelites to national standards or emblems is 
instanced in the days of Pontius Pilate. Concerning this 
instance McClintock and Strong's Cyclopcedia, Volume VIII, 
page 200, says: 

"One of Pilate's first acts was to remove the headquarters 
of the army from Cresarea to Jerusalem. The soldiers of 
course took \vith them their standards, bearing the image 
of the emperor, into the Holy City. Pilate had been obliged 
to send them in by night, and there were no bounds to the 
rage of the people on discovering what had thus been done. 
They poured down in crowds to Cresarea, where the procu­
rator was then residing, and besought him to remove the 
images. After five days of discussion he gave the signal to 
some concealed soldiers to surround the petitioners and put 
them to death unless they ceased to trouble him; but this 
only strengthened their determination, and they declared 
themselves ready rather to submit to death than forego 
their resistance to an idolatrous innovation Pilate then 

yielded, and the standards were by his orders brought 
down to Cresarea. No previous governor had ventured on 
such an outrage, Herod the Great, it is true, had placed the 
Roman eagle on one of his new buildings; but this had been 
followed by a violent outbreak, and the attempt had not 
been repeated." 

Though abominable, such presence of national standards 
in Jerusalem was not the fulfillment of Daniel's and Jesus' 
prophecies concerning the standing of the "abomination of 
desolation" in the holy place. (Dan. 11: 31; 12: 11; Matt. 
24: 15) The standard of the real desolating abomination, 
to wit, the counterfeit substitute for God's kingdom, is being 
raised in our day, since 1918. Promoting it invisibly is the 
great enemy, Satan the Devil. He and his demons release a 
flood of propaganda by the most up-to-date means of pub­
licity, accompanied by overflowing violence against Jeho­
vah's kingdom witnesses. The enemy's purpose is to blind 
the people and fix their desires and hopes on the desolating 
abomination and turn all hearts and minds away from and 
in opposition to God's kingdom. 

Against this enemy flood, what standard does the spirit 
or invisible power of Jehovah lift upY Kingdom truth! The 
message of God's kingdom by Christ! "Thou hast given a 
banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed 
because of the truth." (Ps. 60: 4; 20: 5) It is the "testimony 
of Jesus Christ", and the privilege of holding aloft this 
testimony to the world Christ Jesus shares with his faithful 
remnant on earth, together with their companions of good­
will. He commands that "this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations". 
(Matt. 24: 14) By accepting and holding aloft the standard 
of truth concerning the established kingdom of God his 
faithful witnesses not only are enabled to resist the enemy's 
:flood of demonism, but also ''lift up a standard for the 
people". (Isa. 62: 10) Those persons who rally to this up­
raised standard discern the primary issue-God's rule or 
demon rule, which1-and choose the side of life eternal 
under Jehovah's righteous government. 

THEOCRATIC PEACE EXP ANDED IN TROUBLED INDIA 

T HE air-travel schedule made the visit of the Watch 
Tower Society's president, N. H. Knorr, and his 
secretary, M. G. Henschel, all too short in Rangoon, 

Burma. The two-day stay there was up on Monday, April 14, 
and early on that morning our world travelers were on their 
way through the city to the airways terminal at the Strand 
Hotel. ·we join with them as their report unfolds further 
and leads into troubled India. 

"'We were glad that the departure this time was in early 
morning, because we were up before the religious water­
thi:ower~ that had drenched us on the previous day, the 
opening day of the water festival, a religious celebration 
by the Buddhists at the new year when they throw water 
on one another with the idea of washing away sins. (We 
read later in the Indian newspapers that two persons were 
killed and two seriously injured during the Rangoon water 
festival.) We were taken on the bus again to the wharf and 
then by launch to the waiting flying boat. It was not long 
until we were up in the air heading for Calcutta. There is 
some rugged country along Burma's Bay of Bengal coast .. 

The only point we could identify along the way was the 
Cheduba island which the captain told us was right below 
in the course of our journey .. For a while we could see only 
the waters of the Bay of Bengal, but presently we came to 
the portion of India known as the Mouths of the Ganges. 
Here we could see how the marvelous works of nature had 
built up the great delta, bringing down the Ganges much of 
the fertile soil of India and depositing it in the form of 
islands along the bay. Every island was very green. We 
flew over this great expanse of territory, went inland, and 
finally landed on the Hooghly river near Calcutta. 

When we came over the city of Calcutta we noticed many 
ponds, which we later learned were used by the people for 
bathing. Along the river were many Hindu temples with 
the broad stone steps leading down into the river which is 
really one of the outlets of the Ganges. It is part of the 
Hindu's belief that he should wash himself at these temples 
daily, and some people were busy bathing near the landing 
place of the flying boat. Calcutta is a damp city, and some 
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have said that one can dig anywhere for ten feet and find 
plenty of water. 

The brethren met us at the riverside and we 'vere happy 
to see so many of them there. They told us of the arrange­
ments for the evening meeting and of the public meeting 
to be held on Wednesday night at the I.T.F. Pavilion in the 
center of the park known as Esplanade Maidan. They did 
not feel too sure of the success of the public meeting because 
of the many riots that had recently occurred in Calcutta 
and the curfews that had followed in different parts of the 
city. In some sections a 32-hour curfew existed, which meant 
no one would be allowed to go in or out of a house for 
32 hours. In this way the police seek to calm down the fight­
ing spirit of the Hindus and l\foslems. So everything was 
left to work itself out. 

We traveled to the heart of the city in the airways bus. 
We had heard many stories of India, and now came the 
opportunity to see this great land at first hand. The landing 
point was a considerable distance from the city proper, so 
we had quite a journey through the highways and streets. 
The dress of the people attracted us at first; their costumes 
were different from those in any other part of the earth. 
Most of the men were wearing dhotis, which seem to be 
nothing more than a few yards of cotton wrapped around 
the lower portion of the body and fastened at the waist. 
Many were wearing pugris of various colors on their heads, 
a turban-like indication of their nationality. In some areas 
the fez stood out. It was interesting to see the well-dressed 
Hindus wearing shirts such as ax:e used in the Western 
world, but with the long tails hanging out. The women wore 
their bright saris (shawls) and an abundance of bracelets 
and anklets of silver or gold. Some women wore earrings 
and rings in their noses; others had stones set in the sides 
of the nose. A few women wore bhurkas or veils that com­
pletely covered their faces. Among the Hindus there is a 
religious custom of putting a dab of some colored paint on 
the forehead, so it became quite common to see that on both 
men and women. Some of the less prosperous Indians were 
attired in scanty loin cloths which Mahatma Gandhi has 
featured and made world-famous. During our course of stay 
in India we learned that each nation and people maintains 
the dress peculiar to itself, and so it is always easy to 
identify a person as to nation and belief. The Scriptures 
use the garment as a symbol of identification, and here in 
India and in the East we witnessed how appropriate that is. 

En route we saw the shops, which did not seem inviting 
to us. We saw how many people sat on the streets, and spit 
on them too. The odors that greeted the nostrils in some 
areas were terrific. It all seemed to be made more offensive 
because of the terrible heat. No wonder twenty to twenty­
five people are dying daily in Calcutta alone on account 
of cholera. 

Then we saw our first cow walking on the sidewalk. She 
seemed to have the right of way and all people seemed to 
let her have full control of things. Then we saw more cows 
and sacred bulls. This was something new to us. We were 
used to seeing cows in a pasture or barnyard or in a barn, 
but to have them walking about the main streets of a city 
of four million people, helping themselves to some greens 
at a shop along the way and being chased away only to go 
to another shop, or eating something along the sidewalk 

that someone dropped, this was all so different from other 
~ountries visited! These were "sacred" animals. 

Here and there barbers squatted on the sidewalk. 
Customers had to squat in front to get a shave or a haircut. 
A group of men stand about and watch. Near by will be a 
man with his vegetable market in a small basket. Another 
man sitting on the sidewalk will be selling roasted nuts; 
another, some sliced fruit, which is said to be a source of 
cholera. People seem to set up shop wherever they might 
be. Busy bare feet are hustling from one place to another, 
men and women carrying heavy loads on their heads. 
Beggars are plentiful. 

But our bus is having troubles of its own trying to get 
across a big bridge. The engine stalls. The driver starts it 
again. It stops. Finally it starts again and the bus limps 
across the bridge, sputtering and spitting and jumping 
about. It moves on another block and then the engine dies 
for good. The airways attendant goes into a small shop to 
put in a phone call. 'Ve are soon informed that we have 
engine trouble and another bus will be along in twenty 
minutes to pick us up. People stood near by looking at the 
strange folk in the bus and wondering what was wrong with 
the conveyance. We felt we looked as strange to them as 
they looked to us on our first visit to India. It got hotter 
and hotter waiting in the bus. About thirty minutes later 
the relief vehicle arrived. Luggage was transferred and 
passengers changed to the other bus, and so we were off 
again to our final destination. 

By this time the brethren that had met us at the airport 
were wondering what had happened and they were at 
the hotel waiting for us. Explanations were in order. But 
soon we were settled and ready for matters of business. A 
meeting with the brethren was arranged for five o'clock 
that evening at the Kingdom Hall, so at 4: 30 we began 
thinking of how we would get there. All trams and busses 
had been on strike for several months and taxi was the 
only way to travel. If we took one of those horse-drawn 
gharry taxis so common in India we would never get there 
on time. Our hotel was in a Hindu section and so the drivers 
were all Hindus, mostly Sikhs. They were eager for business, 
but when we told them the address they showed great fear. 
They would not take us there because it was in the Moslem 
quarter. There had been too many stabbings and riots lately. 
Finally we found a man who agreed to take us most of the 
way, as far as he felt he was safe, and then we, along with 
the company servant, took the taxi to a corner about six 
blocks from the Kingdom Hall, where we got out and pro­
ceeded to walk down the narrow street of the Moslem area. 
One of the street corners happened to be the meat market 
of the district, and it seemed to us it was a question of 
whether the people would get·the meat or the crows, kites 
and vultures that lurked near by, ready to take any morsel 
of food they might be able to get. The sky and buildings 
were filled with them. (In fact, wherever we have been in 
India we have seen great numbers of crows, right in the 
heart of the city. They make constant noise. They are so 
bold they will come right into a room of one's house. They 
have been known to come in and pick up anything loose that 
attracts the eye and fly off with it, even watches and jewelry. 
Crows are always looking in on a meeting in India and 
giving a caw, caw.) 
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Soon we arrived at the Kingdom Hall, and the meeting 
was held with 15 brethren. The curfew as announced by the 
police had kept some away. By seven o'clock we must ·be 
finished, so that the brethren living in areas where curfew 
became effective at nine o'clock could get home in time. It 
was a very brief but enjoyable session to talk with these 
Calcutta brethren, to learn of their problems and to hear 
of their experiences in the field service. We were able to 
tell them of the love and greetings of their brethren in 
other parts of the world, as well as to give them spiritual 
admonition. The Calcutta company has a very nice hall and 
stock room. If there is a cool place in Calcutta this is it, as 
there seemed to be a continual breeze. Seven o'clock came 
too soon; but we knew conditions in the city, and therefore 
we had to get away. We could not get a taxi right at the 
Kingdom Hall, so we walked several blocks until we found 
one that would take us to our hotel. A ricksha man offered 
to take us; but we did not want to ride all night, so we 
chose the taxi. As we traveled home we observed that the 
streets were quite deserted in all quarters and not many 
people were going about at night, even at 7: 30. 

The morning papers announced more trouble in Cal­
cutta between the Moslem and Hindu factions and that 
curfews were to be put on in other districts. We were 
wondering how this would affect the public meeting. Part of 
Tuesday was devoted to looking for a place where large 
stocks of literature might be stored at a future date or a 
place that would be suitable for a Branch office. Then in 
the afternoon interviews were arranged with brethren at 
the Kingdom Hall for handling personal questions. The 
second meeting with the brethren was held that night and 
more attended; 28 were present. Some of the new interest 
felt more sure about themselves and did not fear the cur­
fews. They believed it better to come to meeting than to stay 
at home. A very enjoyable time was had. Many of the breth­
ren did not get away after the meeting until eight o'clock, on 
account of propounding questions and getting more infor­
mation on various matters. But they weren't much worried 
about the curfew. They felt they could get home on time. 

The next day was the public meeting, and this was to be 
held in the evening at the I.T.F. Pavilion in Esplanade 
Maidan. This park is the location of the huge white memo­
rial to Queen Victoria. Through the center of the park runs 
a broad boulevard known as Chowringhee. It is so wide a 
road that during the war the American Army Air Force 
took over the park and commandeered the road as a land­
ing strip for twin-engined planes. But now all signs of war 
had left the park. As one sister termed it, this was one of 
the ''lungs of Calcutta". She meant that here was where 
one could get some air to breathe in Calcutta. Generally 
throughout this metropolis the air is stuffy, hot and sour. 
There was a good breeze that night. It was not exactly cold, 
buf it was pleasant for the assembly of 100 persons that was 
listening to Brother Knorr speaking. At the conclusion good 
interest was manifested and many booklets were given away 
and names taken from those who were anxious to make 
further inquiries. This too was the last meeting we had with 
the brethren in Calcutta and it meant saying good-byes, 
because early the next morning the two travelers were to 
be on their way to Bombay. 

This was one morning we got up earlier than the monkey 

who lived on the roof of the building across from the hotel 
and begged bananas from his neighbors. Before the sun 
came up we were riding in a bus through the slowly awak­
ing residential area of Calcutta and out to Dum Dum 
Aerodrome. Air-India had a fine twin-engine DC-3 waiting 
and we got a good start on our way to Bombay. Once 
aboard the plane the hostess went from passenger to 
passenger handing out little slips of paper. The slip, we 
were told, was to be presented in exchange for breakfast 
at Nagpur, the one stop ·en route. Landing at Nagpur was 
almost like walking near a blast furnace. The concrete 
radiated the heat and the sun beat down on our heads as 
we walked to the little house beyond the terminal buildings 
where the meals were served. Our stop was for about half 
an hour and then we rejoiced to have the plane take off for 
Bombay. The journey that far had been smooth, but we 
soon learned there was a cyclone over Bombay. Just how 
it would affect the remainder of the trip we were not certain. 
As we got near to Bombay the clouds became very heavy 
and everyone was made to fasten his belt and remain seated. 
We were over the Western Ghats (mountains) and had 
ample altitude, but we were not above the storm. For the 
last half hour before we landed at the airport at Bombay 
we went through very rough weather, the plane bouncing 
around like a cork on rough seas. But our pilot made a 
good landing, even better than at Nagpur, probably because 
he was being much more careful on account of the storm. 

There on the steps of the buildings at the Santa Cruz 
Airport stood many of the brethren who had assembled 
preparatory to the convention in Bombay. Just a few days 
before six Gilead graduates had arrived by boat from 
America, and they were on hand. So the first thing that 
reached the ears of the travelers as they alighted from the 
aircraft was a terrific 'Hip, hip, hooray', in true British 
fashion. It was a pleasure to meet these Gilead graduates 
of the eighth class, the acting Branch servant, and the 
many other brethren from India. 

There was a strong wind and plenty of rain was falling. 
Here again was unusual weather, because at this time of the 
year it almost never rains in Bomhay. But we were due to 
have rain for three days straight. This proved to be a 
blessing, because it cooled the atmosphere and made things 
very pleasant ~or the assembly of the Lord's people. The 
trip for us in the airline bus was very interesting. In the 
rain some passengers got splattered because windows were 
broken out; but we saw some of the city of Bombay and 
were very favorably impressed, comparing it with what we 
had seen in Calcutta. Bombay is built on an island, and 
hence there is usually a breeze from the Arabian Sea that 
makes life more pleasant. It seemed to us that Bombay was 
also a cleaner city. 

Space was provided at the Bethel home (in the Branch 
office) for us and we rejoiced to have the fellowship of the 
two members of the family as well as the six Gilead gradu­
ates. There was much to talk about to learn of the trip the 
Gilead graduates had had, and they to learn of ours. It was 
service meeting night for the Bombay company. They had 
their Theocratic ministry school too. As visitors we took no 
part. We were more interested in listening and seeing how 
things were done on the other side of the earth from Brook­
lyn. It gave us an opportunity to meet many of the brethren 
and the early convention arrivals. 
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There was much to do at the Branch office, and it was a 
pleasure to go over the problems of the brethren in that 
land. Throughout the whole day we worked to the accom­
paniment of the cries of the beggars and the incessant honk­
ing of the taxis and busses. There are so many people on 
the streets that the drivers just keep on honking their horns 
all the time. As for beggars, just across the street from the 
Branch was one sitting on the sidewalk with his legs crossed 
beneath him. He had arrived at 7 in the morning. He put 
his hands on his knees with the palms upward and set a 
small can in front of him. Ile was an old man, but he 
seemed to have plenty of stamina. He would bend forward 
and touch his forehead to his hand as it lay across his knee 
and straighten up again. He did this approximately twenty­
five times every minute, each time calling out "Ram" 
(referring to one of the Hindu gods). We thought he would 
get tired after a while, but he just kept doing that all day 
until nine o'clock that night. They were the longest "setting 
up" exercises we had ever witnessed! Surely it was possible 
only by the power of the demons. 

About a hundred feet down the street was a "holy" man 
of the Hindus who had smeared his arms, legs, hands and 
face with "sacred" manure. In addition he had put on some 
red and yellow paint, which made him look more ugly and 
repulsive. He was begging, too, and people would stop and 
talk to him. He would give them his ''blessing". What was 
said we didn't know. And there were numerous other 
beggars throughout the city, people who had that as their 
profession. 

Friday, Saturday and most of Sunday were devoted to 
work at the office and attending to matters relative to 
travel. We had to travel about the city a bit and thus were 
able to see the people in their religious habits and customs. 
One thing noticeable was the great number of men on the 
streets. There were very few women to be seen doing 
shopping or traveling about, perhaps one woman to fifty 
men. We were told most women are kept at home and only 
educated women or servants go about the streets. There 
were more of the women in Bombay who had their faces 
veiled than we had seen in Calcutta. 

Sunday afternoon was set aside for looking over the city 
to see about possibly finding a new location for the Branch. 
Then we went to Dadar section, where the brethren had 
scheduled their regular Watchtower study and public meet­
ing. The meeting was held in the courtyard of a Hindu 
school. The Watchtower study was attended by 55, quite a 
few being pioneers and conventioners. The public meeting 
was attended by 75. It was a good arrangement. We 
traveled home by train, and we learned from a policeman 
on the train that riots had broken out in Bombay late that 
afternoon and that he was called out on special duty. This 
caused aJittle_ disappointment in the mind of the acting 
Branch servant, C. S. Goodman, because we were going to 
have a public meeting and he felt sure curfews would be 
put into operation which might affect it. The next day we 
learned that a curfew was put on a certain area from 7 at 
night until 7 in the morning. This would keep some people 
living in this area from coming to the public meeting. But 
our meeting place was not in the area of the curfew. We 
were in hopes there would be no more trouble that might 
cause an extension of the curfew to other areas. 

A special meeting was called for Monday evening at 7: 30. 
The pioneers were addressed by Brother Knorr, the subject 
being Gilead (the Society's Bible school, located in New 
York state). Invitation was extended to the faithful pio­
neers of India to come to Gilead, where they could receive 
special training for missionary service afield. Ten filled 
out preliminary application fo~. They were indeed 
an.~ous to come. They already had in their midst six 
Gilead graduates and had observed their devotion to the 
Lord. There had been some difficulty in the Bombay com­
pany on the matter of disfellowshiping some brethren; so at 
eight o'clock the Bombay company assembled, along with the 
disfellowshiped brethren, and this matter was dealt with. 
Brother Knorr talked on ''Mercy and Forgiveness'', and 
then the various facts on the matter were explained and 
suggestions made to the company as to its further course 
of action. It is believed that in the future there will be more 
unity among the brethren serving the Lord in Bombay and 
vicinity than heretofore. The brethren who had been dis­
fellowshiped had repented of their course of action and 
therefore the company was requested to invite them back to 
the fold, which was done by withdrawing the resolution 
disfellowshiping the brethren . .After the meeting the breth­
ren were happy that this special assembly had been called 
for the benefit of all concerned. It was a blessed evening. 

ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday was the start of the Bombay Theocratic Assem­
bly. The brethren had arranged for use of the Lecture Hall, 
College of Economics and Sociology, Bombay University. 
It was a delightful location at the heart of the city. The 
convention opened at nine o'clock Tuesday morning with 
Clarence Taylor, of the Branch office, the chairman, giving 
the address of welcome. One of the outstanding parts of the 
program in the morning was that of the six Gilead gradu­
ates giving pioneer experiences. These were very interest­
ing. The program was enjoyed by all of the 114 who at­
tended on this first day. The meetings were brought to a 
close at 4: 45 p.m., following the discourse of "Baptism" 
by one of the Gilead graduates. The talk was interpreted 
into Kanarese for the benefit of the new brethren in the 
company speaking that tongue. Six were immersed. Then 
the brethren went out to spend the evening advertising the 
public meeting by distributing handbills and using placards. 

The next morning on our way to the assembly hall we 
encountered a man carrying water. We were informed that 
he had "holy'' water from a near-by well. The well is con­
sidered sacred by Hindus and its water is drunk regularly 
by some. It was reported that some time ago one of the 
untouchables wanting water let down a bucket into the well 
and drew out some for himself. This "defiled" the well and 
a riot ensued. But that did not clean the water. The only 
thing the religionists could do to make the water ''holy" 
again was to take seven bucketfuls of manure from sacred 
bulls and throw it into the water. Thereafter the Hindus 
could again drink this "holy'' water and use it for sacred 
purposes. It is also stated that this well is one of the great 
causes of cholera in Bombay. The regular drinking water 
of the city is good and pure and well looked after by the 
city administration, but some religionists do not prefer to 
drink it. They want their "holy'' water. 
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The second day of the convention began at 8 : 30 a.m. 
with field service, distributing handbills and informatiqn 
walking with large placards. The difficulty reported by the 
advertising publishers is the attempts of the people to take 
the handbills from them. Hundreds of hands extend from 
the crowds around the publishers, but it is certain that 
many of them do not know how to read English, or any 
other language. They want something free. Some putting up 
signs had the experience of a shopkeeper's wanting them to 
put up six or more paper signs in a small shop. Everybody 
in the block would want to have a sign, and the brethren 
would have to refuse some of them because there were 
limited supplies of signs. Then the shopkeepers would get 
angry because they couldn't have a sign in their shop. What 
a difference from many other countries! 

The first meeting at the University was at 10: 30. It was 
at this morning session that Brother Knorr outlined the 
work in India and what was proposed for the future. This 
was received very well and the brethren were happy for 
the announcement of the reorganization of the work in 
India. Brethren were in attendance from Karachi, Delhi, 
Madras, Travancore, Ceylon, and Calcutta, as well as many 
other smaller places. One could see on their faces and in 
conversation with them their determination to preach the 
gospel of the Kingdom in India and to aid the people of 
this bedarkened land with the message of life. In the after­
noon some of the features were "reminiscences" of Gilead. 
We visitors from America found this like being back at 
Gilead and hearing students describe the merits of the 
instructors and some amusing occurrences at the school. 
For the pioneers of India who had filled out preliminary 
applications it must have been outstandingly interesting. 
All in attendance at the assembly, which by now had in­
creased to 120, appreciated these things. They were glad 
to see that the Lord's organization was really trying through 
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead to help pioneers in 
the missionary service in all lands and that the expansion 
work was on in all parts of the earth, not only in one section. 
The reports by these six Gilead graduates were very heart­
cheering. 

Later in the afternoon a resume of our travels thus far 
was given and then it was time to go to the other hall for 
the public meeting. What was going to happen at this public 
meeting in Bombay was the question. Brother Goodman 
told Brother Knorr that at all of their public meetings a 
good attendance is usually on hand at the start of the meet­
ing, but after the lecture progresses and the people learn 
that it is about the Bible they get up and walk out, until 
at the end of the meeting the audience is quite small. Then, 
too, there was the curfew coming on at seven o'clock and 
the public meeting was at 6 : 30; which would affect some 
parts of·-the city and gave anxiety to the brethren used 
to Indian public meetings. 

As 6 : 30 drew near the Sunderabai Hall, a Hindu hall, 
was practically filled half-way and people continued to come 
in as the speaker began to talk to them on "The Joy of 
All the People". The count finally showed there were 504 
present, and, much to the amazement of Brother Goodman, 
very few people had walked out of the hall during the 
lecture. "The Joy of All the People" was especially pre-

pared for the people of the East, and the talk pointed out 
how the religionists of Christendom are no better than 
religionists of heathendom. This being the introduction of 
the talk it seemed to hold the attention of the audience ·and 
they were pleased to know that the speaker wasn't hanging 
any glory on Christendom or inviting them to take up a 
religion that had done no better for the nations of the world 
than Hinduism, Mohammedanism, or any other demon 
religion. So they were prepared to listen to the distinction 
between the religions of all "this present evil world" and 
the Bible, which was presented to them. Much interest was 
shown throughout the talk. Extemporaneous remarks were 
given from time to time and especially at the conclusion. 
The hearers were invited to turn in their names so they 
might study further with Jehovah's witnesses and ask what­
ever questions they wanted. A free booklet was offered and 
many copies were taken. Outside the hall Catholic Action 
presented itself with many booklets of Catholic propaganda, 
but very little attention was given to these people by the 
departing audience because the Catholic religion did not 
get any glory from the speaker, but rather it was shown 
to be just as wicked and hypocritical as the heathen reli­
gions of India and that in the main Catholicism had taken 
over the practices of heathendom. 
· The brethren at the convention said this was the best 
public meeting they had ever had in India and they werl! 
certainly overjoyed at the way the audience stayed to the 
finish to hear. the whole argument. Th~y said maybe this 
is the start of the expansion work in this land and that the 
time has come for the Hindus and Moslems to listen to the 
truth as presented in the Bible. Certainly the Lord's bless· 
ing was shown upon this public meeting and it was a joy 
to be associated with these valiant workers and hard 
fighters for the Kingdom that had come from all parts 
of India. 

After the public audience had been dismissed and had 
departed from the hall the brethren assembled again for the 
final admonition by the president of the Society. These 
were two happy days at the assembly, and all looked for­
ward to the time when the round-the-world travelers would 
have the privilege of coming to Bombay again, saying they 
wanted them to visit Travancore, Karachi, Madras and 
other points. Yes, they were anxious to have such meetings 
in their own city and to expand the service activities. It 
was pointed out to the brethren that if there are "other 
sheep" in India the Good Shepherd, Christ Jesus, would 
gather them, and that they, the Lord's servants in India, 
must feed them and lead them in green pastures of truth. 
The brethren in India are ready to receive the "other 
sheep" of all nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues in 
India unto an organization ready to expand and unto an 
organization wholly devoted to the Lord and zealous for 
His work. Parting at the end of this assembly was not 
easy, but it was expected that we would be able to see some 
of them at the s~rvice meeting on Thursday night, April 24. 
And we did have a blessed time that Thursday. Our plane 
of the Trans World Airline had been delayed a day and 
we had one more day with the brethren in Bombay before 
taking off for Palestine. And so, off to the troubled land of 
the Middle East, Palestine. 


