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"And all thy children shall he tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall he the peace of thy children." - Isaiah 5 4:z3. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH Is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and Is the Maker of heaven and earth and Gh•er of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent In creating all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the Issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon It; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan, and wlllfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to tleath; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf· 
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege It 
ls to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth" ; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessmgs of the peoples can come only 
by Jeho'l'ah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
nert great act ls to destroy Satan's organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-wlll survlvrng Arrnagetldon will carry out the 
divine mandate to "fill the earth" with righteous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth. 

"JEHOVAH'S CHRISTIAN WITNESSES" TESTIMONY PERIOD 

The month of June, designated as above, starts off the four­
month campaign of reaching out into the extensive rural territory 
with the message of Jehovah's kingdom by his Christ. The transi­
tion up north here from spring to summer beckons his Christian 
witnesses out into the countryside beautiful with opportunities for 
placing the message in print, in preference to city territory. The 
special offer featuring the campaign is that of three bound books 
on a $1.00 contribution, this to include, if possible, the Theo­
cratic ministry school book "Equipped for Every Good Work'' and 
"Let God Be True" along with one other WATCHTOWER publica­
tion. Placed alone, "Equipped for Every Good Work" will con­
tinue to be offered on a half-dollar contribution. In view of all 
the things involved with pushing and following up this cam­
paign worthily, preparations for this expansion work should go 
forwara as early as possible, individually and collecti'l'ely. A mere 
postcard or other request notice will call us to your aid and in­
struction if you, as a Watchtower reader, want to lend a hand 
in this work. A report of work during the June testimony period 
should be turned in at its close. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of June 1: "The Tongue: Its Wrong and Right Uses," 
if 1-20 inclusive, The Watchtower May 1, 1947. 

Week of June 8: "The Tongue: Its Wrong and Right Uses," 
if 21-39 inclusive, The Watchtower May 1, 1947. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal 1s published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publlshes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for Its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public Instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Blble as authority for Its utterances. 
It Is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It Is wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It Is not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
of Its contents In the light of the Scriptures. It does not Indulge 
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

Notict1 to Bubacriber•: Remlttancc.t should be sent to office in your 
country In compliance with regulations to gn&rantee safe delivery ot 
money. Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no 
office Is located, by International money order only. Subscription rates in 
dllferent countries are stated below in local cWTency, Notice o/ ezp1rat1on 
(with renewal blank) is sent at least two Issues before subscrlptloa 
expires. Change ot addre11 when sent to our office mar be expected 
elfective within .one month. Send your old as well as new address. 

Please address the Watch Tower Society In every case. 

Oll!ces Yearly Subscription Rate 
America (U. 8.), 117 Adams St., Brooklyn 1, N. Y. $1.00 
Australia, 7 Beresford Rd .• Strathfield, N. S. W. Gs 
BrUish Welt lndiea, 21 Taylor St., Port of Spain, Trinidad $1 :!O 
Canada, 40 Irwin Ave., Toronto 15, Ontario $1.00 
England, 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2 5s 
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Translatlollll of this journal appear In many languages. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason o! ln­
flrm1ty, poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price mny 
haYe The Watchtower free upon written apphcation to the puuhshers, 
made once each year, stating the reason for so reque•tlng it. We are 
glnd to thus aid the needy, but the written application once each year 
Is required by the postal regulations.. 

Printed In the United States of America 

Entered a• aec011d-class matter at tht1 post otflce at Brooklyn, Y. Y., 
under the A.ct of Mare/1 3, 1819. 

VACATION 

In order that companies and pioneers may plan their work 
for about two months of the period affected, they should order 
literature well in advance of August 9. This instruction is given 
in view of the information we here give that the Brooklyn factory, 
office and Bethel home will be closed for the period of Saturday, 
August 9, to Sunday, August 24, inclusive. This vacation arrange­
ment will allow for some members of the Bethel family who can 
so order their affairs to attend the national assembly of Jehovah's 
witnesses in California, August 13 to 17. Durmg the vacation 
period as little correspondence as possible should be sent to the 
Society, with the exception of report cards and subscriptions. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

At the Cleveland assembly, the president of the Society, 
N. H. Knorr, told the brethren of the plans for a convention in 
California in 1947, following his world tour. We are now pleased 
to say that this will be held in California, with assembly in 
Wrigley Field, August 13 to 17, inclusive, Los .Angeles being the 
city. Brethren making plans to go should arrange their vacations 
accordingly. Later announcement will be made as to roommg and 
other information. This notice now will aid those who plan to 
attend the California assembly to make their arrangements well 
in advance. 
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THE TONGUE: ITS WRONG AND RIGHT USES 
"The tongue of the wise is health. The lip of truth shall be established for ever; but a lying tongue is but 

for a moment. Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah."-Prov.12:18, 19, 22, Am. Stan. Ver. 

JEHOVAH God equipped man with a wonderful 
instrument when He created him with a tongue 
as one of the organs of speech. This small mem­

ber performs an important part in nearly all the 
actions of the mouth, such as chewing, swallowing, 
etc., but it is an essential part of the human appara­
tus for speaking. Many of the lower animals created 
before man have tongues and can make sounds 
with or through the mouth, but man's tongue is so 
superior that with it he can articulate speech, that 
is, divide up his vocal sounds into words and sylla­
bles and speak distinctly and connectedly. Thus 
thousands of languages are possible to him, 2,796 
being the actual number of languages today as com­
puted by officers of the French Academy. In the case 
of one of these languages, cutting out slang and 
vulgar words, the reputable English language con­
tains about 700,000 words, including scientific terms 
and out-of-date words. With such a fund of words 
possible in thousands of languages the tongue is a 
po-werful instrument for the passing on of thought 
and information to others and for the stirring up 
of thought and action in them. The Creator, Jehovah 
God, designed the tongue only for good, but in the 
mouths of selfish sinners and under the influence of 
malicious invisible demons the tongue's very power­
fulness makes it a potential danger, a mighty agent 
for the causing of measureleiss wickedness and injury. 

2 All the world stands condemned for the misuse 
of the tongue. Among the Ten Commandments the 
supreme Lawgiver included these two command­
ments: "Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah 
thy God in vain," and, "Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor." (Ex. 20: 7, 16, Arn. 
Stan. Ver.) By those very prohibitions of improper 
speech the Lord God indicated the condition of the 
Israelites with whom he made his Law covenant. He 
showed it needed control and correction. "Knowing 
this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly 

and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murder­
ers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for man­
slayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile 
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, 
for perjured persons, and if there be any other· 
thing that is contrary to sound doctrine."-1 Tim. 
1:9, 10. 

a Profane, liars and perjured! Those words point 
to the tongue as an off ender among the Jews. They 
are no less sinners than the Gentiles in this respect. 
The Hebrew Scriptures bear witness to their failure 
on the right use of the organs of speech, so that a 
Jewish-Christian writer makes quotations from 
their Law or Holy Scriptures, and says: ''We have 
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are 
all under sin; as it is written, There is none right­
eous, no, not one: there is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are together become un­
profitable: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under 
their lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitter­
ness: ... there is no fear of God before their eyes. 
Now we know that what things soever the law saith, 
it saith to them who are under the law [the Jews]: 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
may become guilty before God." (Rom. 3: 9-19; 
Ps. 5: 9; 10: 7) Hence no mouth, of any race or 
nationality, can open itself in self-justification as 
sinless in its use of speech. Moses himself, by whom 
God gave the law to the Israelites, off ended in 
speech on one recorded occasion: "They angered 
him also at the waters of strife; so that it went ill 
with Moses for their sakes: because they provoked 
his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his 
lips." (Ps. 10~: 32, 33) On this account he lost the 
privilege of entering into the Promised Land. 

'It does not matter whether one is a witness of 
Jehovah or not, it matters not whether one is a 

1. Whr Is man's tongue a wonderful Instrument, and why also a 3. How do the Hebrew Scriptures show the Israelites to have been 
potential danger? sinners as to speech and so prove all the world to be gullty? 
2. In the Ten Commandments how did Jehovah show the use of the 4. Why ls perfection ot speech not now expectable, and why do Christian 
tongue by the Israelites needed control and correction? teachers stand In a responsible position? 
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consecrated Christian or not, each and every one is 
liable to faults in the use of the tongue. We cannot 
look for perfection of speech among even the congre­
gations of faithful Christians. The fundamental 
reason is that these are still in the imperfect flesh 
with its inclinations to sin, and perfection is not to 
be expected of them in word or in deed. Hence Chris­
tians that are teachers of others stand in a very 
responsible position and need to be very careful not 
to use their vocal powers for wrong purposes as well 
as not to teach false doctrine. In the time of Christ's 
apostles itself, just about thirty years after the 
Christian church was started, the disciple James 
felt constrained to write to his Christian brethren 
as follows: 

~ "Be not many of you teachers, my brethren, 
knowing that we shall receive heavier judgment. For 
in many things we all stumble. If any stumbleth not 
in word, the same is a perfect man, able to bridle the 
whole body also." The tongue is a small member, but 
is mighty and can affect the whole body, the same as 
a horse's bridle or a ship's rudder is a comparatively 
small object. "Now if we put the horses' bridles into 
their mouths that they may obey us, we turn about 
their whole body also. Behold, the ships also, though 
they are so great and are driven by rough winds, are 
yet turned about by a very small rudder, whither 
the impulse of the steersman willeth. So the tongue 
also is a little member, and boasteth great things. 
Behold, how much wood is kindled by how small a 
fire! And the tongue is a fire: the world of iniquity 
among our members is the tongue, which defileth the 
whole body, and setteth on fire the wheel of nature, 
and is set on fire by Gehenna." 

6 As long as Christians are in the imperfect flesh, 
the tongue will remain beyond taming to perfection. 
Not that wrong speech is therefore to be lightly 
excused and is free to be indulged in loosely, but 
that this is a fact that we should not overlook, but 
that should put us on guard and also should stir us 
to mercy toward offenders, if repentant. "For every 
kind of beasts and birds, of creeping things and 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed by 
mankind: but the tongue can no man tame; it is a 
restless evil, it is full of deadly poison. Therewith 
bless we the Lord and Father; and therewith curse 
we men, who are made after the likeness of God: out 
of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and curs­
ing.=' Tb.is is inconsistent, of course, especially 
among worshipers of Jehovah God; and James next 
points this out, saying: "My brethren, these things 
ought not so to be. Doth the fountain send forth from 
the same opening sweet water and bitterf can a fig 
tree, my brethren, yield olives, or a vine figs T neither 

5. What would perfection of speech mean? a.nd bow does James Illustrate 
the powerfulness of the tongue despite Its smallness? 
6. What stand should the tongue's untamableness make us take? and 
why are opposite uses of the tongue improper for God's worshipers? 

can salt water yield sweet. Who is wise and under­
standing among you f let him show by his good life 
his works in meekness of wisdom. But if ye have 
bitter jealousy and faction in your heart, glory not 
and lie not against the truth. This wisdom is not a 
wisdom that cometh down from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, devilish. For where jealousy and faction 
are, there is confusion and every vile deed." -J as. 
3: 1-16, A.8. V., margin. 

SPOILS PURE WORSHIP 

'An honest person worships God primarily 
because it is right to render worship to the loving 
Creator, but also because that is the way to eternal 
life in the new world of righteousness. A hypocrite 
will draw near to God in an outward, ceremonious 
way with his lips full of pious phrases, but his heart 
inclinations will be far from God and the divine will 
and commandments. A sincere person, however, will 
be wholehearted in worshiping God, not wanting to 
deceive himself. Nevertheless, he must be watchful 
not to spoil the effect and acceptableness of that 
worship by improper speech in the other affairs of 
life. Blessing God while at forms of worship, and 
cursing men or injuring by speech men who repre­
sent God, being in his likeness, are not in harmony 
with a pure worship of God. Being one thing at the 
one time and the opposite at another time, such a 
professed worshiper is deceiving himself if he thinks 
he is getting anywhere by what various forms of 
worship he offers to God. James, who gives us that 
superior statement on the evils of the ungoverned 
tongue, says in this regard: "If any one thinketh that 
he worshippeth God, and doth not restrain his 
tongue, but his heart deceiveth him; his worship is 
vain. For the worship that is pure and holy before 
God the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and 
the widows in their affliction, and that one keep him­
self unspotted from the world." For pure and unde­
filed worship in God's sight, therefore, the servant 
of God must not only bless God but also cause his 
tongue to be a blessing to mankind as well.-J as. 
1: 26, 27, Murdock. 

8 The world, from which God's worshipers are 
warned to keep themselves unspotted, is full of 
slanderers, liars, talebearers, flatterers, evil-speak­
ing conspirators, and false witnesses. Satan the 
Devil, "the god of this world," would like to plant 
such evil-speakers among God's consecrated people 
for the sake of causing hurt and damage to their 
organization. He is eager to infect various members 
of the organization with the spirit of the world 
which actuates a person to the ~any wicked uses of 
the powers of speech. Idleness from the good works 

7. How can unrestralnt of the tongue make one's worship vain? 
8. Why u Satan anxious to ln11uence the use of Christians' tongues? 
and how doee Idleness leave an opening for him? 
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of the Lord allows room for the tongue to wag in 
unprofitable ways. The apostle ~ound it we~ to issue 
a warning in that regard, saymg concernmg self­
se-eking young widows: "And withal tlrey learn to be 
idle, wandering about from house to ho:use ; and ~ot 
only idle, but tattlers also and bus!"bodies, speaking 
things which they ought not." (1 Tim. 5: 13) Instead 
of imitating the apostle, who taught "from house to 
house" as well as publicly, these young widows, 
growin{J' careless of their responsibilities to the 
Lord God went from home to home among their 
Christian brethren and carried gossip that pertained 
to other persons' p;ivate affairs. This _did n?t up­
build the listeners m a way that the discussion of 
the Kingdom truth and the service thereof would. do. 
It tended to start the listener's tongue to waggmg. 

9 A talebearer is not a faithful person, because he 
is prone to betray the private ~atters of ;ieig~bors, 
and usually with hurt to them m the estrmation of 
the listeners. The proverb shows up the sharp con­
trast between the wise man and the thoughtless, oft­
time malicious talebearer, saying: "He that des­
piseth his neighbor is void. of wisdom; but ~ mn.n 
of understanding holdeth his peace [keeps silent]. 
He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth 
secrets; but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth 
a matter." (Prov. 11: 12, 13, .Am.Stan. Ver.) Under­
standing what harm it can do and how it displeases 
the Lord a man that is faithful to the interests of 
his bretl;ren will keep quiet on matters of private 
concern to them so as not to bring them into dis­
repute. He will also be careful not to divulge mat~ers 
that are strictly the business of the Lord's orgamza­
tion and that are confidential to him or his fellow 
workmen. He will not disclose these to others as 
general news for the public. He will keep such ~nfor­
mation to himself as a trust to be concealed till the 
time that the organization by its own means of pub­
lication sees good to make it known. A person may 
foolishly or thoughtlessly act as a talebearer, but his 
being thoughtless does not lessen the damage done. 
When the fact becomes known to a person that .a 
talebearer has been speaking ill of him to others, it 
can wound him deeply, almost to the point of never 
being able to be reconciled to the talebearer. The 
hurt is deep-seated and hard to get out of the system. 
um1 -1 .!! .L 1 i..,..,,..._,,,r ......... ,... "'S •n'",,...,....:Jn n""""..=I 4-hn~ l.!1e \\TOrus Oi. a 1..aieut;ja.L~ <J,l.t:: a YVVUJ.J.uo, Cl.llU ~UCJ 

go down_ into the innermost parts of the belly." 
-Prov. 18: 8. 

10 Aside from likely causing much harm, a tale­
bearer is wasting time. If he would settle down to 
some profitable work instead of talking about things 
that neither upbuild the hearer nor benefit the one 
talked about he would get something worth-while 
done and wo~ld not make himself poor spiritually. 
~~- . 
9 Why ls a talebearer unfaithful, and productive of deep woufds · 
10. Why 1s a talebe'lrer wastmg time and making himself poor. 

"In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the lips 
tendeth only to penury." (Prov. 14: 23). What ~s 
needed is deeds not words. Idlers can mdulge m 
many rwords · b~t get nowhere as far as profiting 
themselves ~r others. Idle talk, and especially 
whispering about others, has been responsible for 
much harm and therefore should be avoided. A wise 
person will' :first think before opening his mouth in 
such talk. 

UNITY 
11 Whether we seek to have it so or not, whispering 

can make the continuance of friendships difficult or 
can even break them up. King Solomon had no doubt 
observed this many times in Israel, God's cove:iant 
people, and so he wrote: "A w~rthless man ~eviseth 
mischief· and in his lips there is as a scorchmg fire. 
A perve~se man scattereth abroad strife; and a 
whisperer separateth chief friends." If a person's lips 
are hot with some tale or information about another, 
before telling it to another l~t hin~ s~op a~d ask 
himself why he wants to tell it. Is it mtent10nally 
to work mischief such.as scorching one of the breth-' . ren or stirring up strife in the congregat10n or 
separating friends from each other! It rn~y cause 
the talebearer himself to lose the friendship of the 
one of whom he gossips or the f~endship of the_ one 
to whom he gossips. If he loves his brother or sister 
about whose faults and transgressions he knows, he 
will not be keen to publish such. He will keep quiet 
about them and so not put the brother or sister in 
difficulty by making either one an object of open 
shame. He will not make it hard for them to hold 
their friends. He will not strain his own friendship 
with them by talking about them. "He that covereth 
a transgression seeketh [procureth] love; but he that 
repeateth [or, harpeth on] a matter separateth very 
friends."-Prov. 16: 27, 28, Am. Stan. Ver.; 17: 9. 

12 If then you want to earn the love of another, 
you win ov~rlook his transgressions or keep quiet 
about them or not make them a subject of common 
gossip. And if some gossiper pours into your ears 
a tale about others' shortcoming, you will show love 
by not repeating and passin_g o.n t~e tale to oth~rs. 
Neither will you keep on brmgmg it up or harpmg 
upon it before others :until !"ou ~ave ~ade them 
despise others and q~1t the1! ~nendship: If _y_ou 
would befriend a brother at fault, remember this: 
"A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born 
for adversity."-Prov. 17: 1!. . , . 

13 For the sake of unity withm the Lords orgam­
zation and among its members we should not give 
way to idle talk, gossiping and talebearing-, It does 
not deepen our love for our brethren to talk ill about 

~do whisperers or repeaters separate close friends? and what 
ought they to do before speaking? 
12. How then ean we seek or procure love ot others• 
13. For 'the •ike ot what should we keep from such Improper speech, 
and especially because ot God's attitude thereon? 
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the?1, and especially to say something the truth of 
which we have not established and which may there­
fo~e be a lie. The Lord gives us the warning: "A 
lymg tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and 
a flattering mouth worketh ruin." (Prov. 26: 28) 
Thus the tongue may lie about one person and may 
flatter another person to his face, but neither of 
these lingual practices is good. Among the seven 
prominent things that Jehovah God hates are the 
lying tongue, a false witness that speaks lies, and 
a person that sows discord among brethren in God's 
organization. Those practicing these things are 
abominable in his sight.-Prov. 6: 16-19. 

a After a lie has been told about another, the 
person may ask forgiveness of the one about whom 
he ha& lied, but by the time the forgiveness is asked 
and granted much damage may have been wrought, 
and almost beyond repair in some cases. The wise 
person will pause to look ahead to the evil conse­
quences that may follow speaking untruths and will 
remember God's commandment against lying and 
will not foolishly spread a lie. He will spare hhnself 
later regrets and will keep himself inside the love 
of God. Evil-speakers may be sure their mischief­
making will boomerang back and strike them smack 
in the face. They lay the snare for future trouble 
for themselves. "By the sin of his lips is the guilty 
man ensnared; while the innocent escapes from 
trouble.''-Prov. 12: 13, An.Amer. Trans. 

15 Knowing there is a sure retribution according 
to God's directing of matters, we will be careful to 
consider the effects of our speech, what they might 
be with reference to others and eventually to our­
selves. Jehovah gave Solomon the wisdom to discern 
and to write down this hard, sobering fact: "Of the 
fruit of his mouth a man will have his fill; with 
the outcome of his lips will he be satisfied. Death and 
life are in the power of the tongue; those who 
indulge it must eat the fruit of it." (Prov. 18: 20, 21, 
An.Amer. Trans.) Yes, one's own future life or ever­
lasting death is largely determined by the use of 
one's mouth or powers of communication. 

16 If a man wants to use his tongue in a lot of talk 
he ought to remind himself he will have to bear the 
consequences from the way he uses his tongue. The 
speaker must eventually eat the fruit of what he has 
sown by his lips, rega.rdless of how it a:ff ects other 
persons. ~f he uses his mouth and lips in proclaim­
ing-the message of God's kingdom he will find that 
the Lord will bless him with the supplying of his 
needs to keep on in preaching. "Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel." (1 Cor. 9: 14) At length 
this beneficial use of one's vocal powers and means 

H. Why will a wise pert!on pause before speaking untruths? 
Hi, 16. (a) How are death and lite in the tongue's power? (bl Why, 
then, did Jesw; warn the Pharisees that Ued against Him? 

of expression leads to eternal life. But if one uses 
his tongue for selfish, worldly purposes hurtful to 
other persons, his harmfully wagged tongue will be 
a power for his own :final destruction at God's hands. 
Without doubt, for this reason Jesus told the reli­
gious Pharisees that lied about him and misrepre­
sented the power behind his works that they would 
be condemned by their.words. He warned them that 
every word, not yielding good, that they spoke about 
him and his followers would be held against them. 
Without fail they would give account for it in the 
day of judgment. (Matt. 12: 36, 37) Nothing of last­
ing value to oneself is to be gained by lying against 
another. The outcome thereof may be everlasting 
death for the liar. The liar is merely chasing an 
unsubstantial vapor into the snares of death for him­
self. "The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is 
a vapor driven to and fro by them that seek death." 
(Prov. 21: 6, Am.Stan. Ver.) We should not seek to 
gain anything selfish by means of lying. The selfish 
enjoying of what is thus gained will surely be cut 
off in death. 

11 Lest a person should fall into the ways of a 
gossiper and take part in spreading the gossip, he 
will not entertain the speech of gossipers. He does 
not want to cause mischief, and be like a wicked man 
who finds pleasure in picking up information he can 
use against others. He knows crooked speech is cer­
tain to involve him in a mess. Because he wants 
primarily to do right and also to avoid trouble for 
himself and others he will not give ear to gossip and 
take tales to heart without direct investigation. He 
keeps in mind the proverbs: "A wicked doer giveth 
heed to false lips; and a liar giveth ear to a naughty 
tongue. He that hath a froward heart [or, perverse 
mind] findeth no good: and he that hath a perverse 
[or, a false] tongue falleth into mischief." (Prov. 
17: 4, 20) The lips of a gossiper do not speak the 
knowledge of the Lord and of his instructions for his 
people; and the devoted person who loves God and 
his brethren in the Lord's organization will not tarry 
in the company of the gossiper. He will not be 
enticed or won over to listening to gossip by the 
flattery of the gossiper. The wise instructions of the 
Lord God are: "Go from the presence of a foolish 
man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of 
knowledge. He that goeth about as a talebearer 
revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him 
that fl.attereth with his lips."-Prov. 14: 7; 20: 19. 

18 Imagine it! The apostle Paul found backbiting 
to exist among the members of the Christian congre­
gations. But he was plainspoken to express his dis­
approval of it. Being such a Bible student he un­
questionably knew what Proverbs 25: 23 sa);S: "The 

!~d H:;'y.?w!ll one loving God and bis brethren deal with gossipers, 

18, 19. What did backbiting bring !orth upon Paul? and what did he 
write about it to the Corinthians? 
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north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry 
countenance a backbiting tongue." Or, "The north 
wind bringeth forth rain; so doth a backbiting 
tongue an angry countenance." (Am. Stan. Ver.) The 
report and evidence of backbiting among his Chris­
tian brethren brought forth an angry countenance 
upon Paul, and through his letters of rebuke he dis­
played an angry countenance to them. The apostle 
himself was not exempt from being a victim of some 
backbiters. He was moved to write, therefore, as 
follows: 

19 "Suppose I do boast a little too much of my 
authority-which the Lord gave me to build you up, 
not to pull you down-I 'vill not have to blush for it. 
I do not want to seem to scare you with my letters. 
For they say, 'His letters are impressive and telling, 
but his personal appearance is insignificant and as 
a speaker he amounts to nothing.' Such people had 
better understand that when I arrive and take action 
I will do just as I say I will in my letters when I 
am far away. For I think that I am not in the least 
inferior to these superfine apostles of yours. Even 
if I have no particular gifts in speaking, I am not 
wanting in knowledge. Why, I have always made 
that perfectly clear in my dealings with you. Do you 
think that I did wrong in degrading myself to uplift 
you, because I preached God's good news to you 
without any compensation' ... I am afraid that 
perhaps when I come I may find you not as I want 
to find you, and that you may find me not as you 
want to find me. I am afraid that perhaps there may 
be quarreling, jealousy, bad feeling, rivalry, slander, 
gossip, conceit, and disorder, and that when I come 
back my God may humiliate me before you, and I 
may have to mourn over many who have kept on in 
their old sins and have never repented of the im­
purity, immorality, and sensuality in which they 
have indulged .... Any charge must be sustained 
by the evidence of two or three witnesses. Those 
who have kept on in their old sins and all the rest 
I have warned, and I warn them now while I am 
still away, ... that if I come back I will spare 
nobody-since you demand proof that Christ really 
speaks through me.''-2 Cor. 10: 8-11; 11: 5-7; 
12: 20-13: 3, .An.A.mer. Trans. 

20 Paul knew it would do the congregation good to 
rebuke tl1em, and he "\Vas courageous enough to do 
it as a member of the then governing body of the 
Christian church. Flattering would have done no 
good to the Corinthian brethren in their poor spirit­
ual condition, but rebuke would show them the right 
way. Of course, it might hurt their feelings for a 
while, but later it would be appreciated and win the 
favor of the right-minded brethren. "He that rebuk­
eth a man afterwards shall find more favour than 

20. With what In view did Paul rebuke them? and In what proper 
way should they have received It? 

he that flattereth with the tongue." (Prov. 28: 23) 
The apostle was righteous in reproving his brethren. 
He did so to heal and build them up, an!f not to break 
their heads with discouragement and 9-espair. The 
way they would take it should have been with a dis­
cernment of the kindness back of it, just _as the 
psalmist David did with like reproof. Said he: ''Let 
the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and 
let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which 
shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also 
shall be in their calamities." (Ps.141: 5) David held 
no vindictive or vengeful spirit toward his loving 
reprovers such as would make him rejoice when 
trouble came upon them; but he gratefully prayed 
for them in their calamities. · 

SELF-CONTROL 
21 What shall a servant of Jehovah God do. when 

he finds himself being slandered, or that backbiting 
is going on about him T At first he might get all 
excited about it and might even fume -about it. He 
might feel so surprised at having to suffer thus at 
the hands of those whom he recognizes as brethren 
that he would not lmow how to account for it. He 
may feel so deeply hurt=- and grieved, that it 
momentarily take~_{rQ_m him th~ j9Y he once had in 
going out into the Lord's-se-ivice. He cannot get his 
mind off his hurt. The injustice done him by some 
thoughtless one or ones within the organization may 
stir up doubts in his mind that an organization with 
such individuals associated with it could be the 
LorO.'s organization. He may feel almost inclined to 
abandon it and go independent of such an organiza­
tion. He may feel such contempt for that kind of 
slanderous action that he would not stoop to return 
slander with slander, whereas another person might 
feel pricked to do so, returning evil for evil. But 
whatever the emotions, it is a time for great self­
control against ill-considered action or mental con­
clusions. 

22 Because some individual associates go contrary 
to the declared standard of God's organization, it 
would be wrong to take it out on the Lord's organiza­
tion by forsaking it. Apart from the Lord's organi­
zation, there is only one other organization to which 
to go, namely, this world, which is Satan's organiza­
tion. When certSlin nisciples of Jesus conceiteilly 
took offense at the deep truths that he preached, and 
"went back, and walked no more with him", Jesus 
said to his apostles, ''Will ye also go away!" With 
good judgment and sense Peter replied: "Lord, to 
whom shall we go T thou hast the words of eternal 
life. And we believe and are sure that thou art that 
Christ, the Son of the living God.'' (John 6 : 66-69) 

21. How may a Blandered or backbitten IM!l"l!On feel &nd think about 
It? and what specially does he need at the time? 
22. Why will a faithful person, when hurt by •lander or backbiting, 
not take It out on the Lord'• organization? 
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So, too, the faithful will hold on, waiting for time to 
straighten all things out. The conduct or speech of 
some does not alter the truth and the righteous serv­
ice of the Kingdom that God has committed to his 
Theocratic organization. So keep your understand­
ing of your relationship to God that you entered by 
consecration, and do not quit the Lord's organiza­
tion. Satan and his demons would like to have you do 
so, welcoming you to their embrace, .but to your ever­
lasting death. "The man that wandereth out of the 
way of understanding shall remain in the congrega­
tion of the dead."-Prov. 21: 16. 

23 Do not let the wagging tongues of some slap you 
out of the Lord's service. Do not let hurt feelings so 
fill you that you can no longer find joy in God's 
service. The active service of God in which you 
endeavor to justify God (not yourself) before others 
is your greatest relief and comfort under the circum­
stances, to get your mind off yourself and to make 
you see that other things of personal concern do not 
matter. Remember that Job was reproved for trying 
to justify himself because of the slander flung at him 
rather than to justify God first. However, in spite of 
the false charges of Satan the Devil and in spite of 
the sharp accus.ations of the hypocritical, self-right­
eous friends Job did not misuse his lips to curse God 
and thus break his integrity by bitter lips. "In all 
this did not Job sin with his lips." (Job 2: 10) He 
did not quit Jehovah's organization because of the 
cutting speeches of his friends who claimed to be 
speaking for God. The merciful end that God gave 
Job for doggedly holding on regardless of his abject 
poverty of health, property and friends, proves the 
verity of the ancient wise saying: "Better is the poor 
that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse 
in his lips, and is a fool."-Prov. 19: 1. 

u How often have the hypocritical religious clergy 
tried to bring about the destruction of Jehovah's wit­
nesses by slandering and misrepresenting them to 
rulers, judges, politicians and the public. But by our 
knowledge of God's Word which we have boldly pro­
claimed and by the knowledge of ourselves which 
we have caused the public to have by our Christian 
lives and activities, we have defeated the purposes of 
religious hypocrites and have been saved and deliv­
ered from destruction. "An hypocrite with his mouth 
destroyeth [or, would destroy] his neighbour: but 
through knowledge shall the just be delivered." 
(Prov. 1-t: 9) The just ones, under stress of false 
reports, pray to the Lord God that he will help them 
not to take up, in turn, lying lips and a deceitful 
tongue. They know what will be the destiny of those 
who resort to such things, and so they refrain from 
answering lies and deceit with like weapons of 

23. In that connection, why should one not quit God's active service 
but rememb~r the case of Job with his three false friend•? 
24. How have Jehovah's witnesses been delivered from would-be 
destroyers ·1 and for what help from above have they prayed? 

retaliation. ''In my distress I cried unto the LoRD, 
and he heard me. Deliver my soul, 0 Lonn, from 
lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. What shall 
be given unto theeT or what shall be done unto thee, 
thou false tongue T" The Bible answer is that sharp 
arrows and burning coals will be poured upon such 
tongue, for it was like a fire and shot out arrows of 
bitter words.-Ps. 120: 1-4. 

" Let us look mercifully upon our brethren. 
Neither they nor we ourselves are perfect, and the 
tongue has been tamed not to the same degree by all, 
and to a perfect degree by none. The tongue is not 
entirely tamable by an imperfect human. It is bound 
to remain an unruly evil and to cause trouble and to 
poison the atmosphere and the lives of some now and 
then. Hence speech should not be hasty. To those 
who have been begotten by the great "Father of 
lights" with his Word of truth, the disciple James 
writes: ''Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every 
man be swift to hear; slow to speak, slow to wrath : 
for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness 
of God." ( J as. 3: 8; 1: 19, 20) This is good instruc­
tion for times when we are under the fire of the 
arrows of slander and are inclined to wrath. Once 
the psalmist David's heart was hot inside him, and 
while he mused the inward fires were burning 
fiercely. Then he spoke, but not with anger, however. 
Why notT Because here is what he did to himself 
first: "I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I 
sin not with my tongue: I '\\-ill keep my mouth with 
a bridle, while the wicked is before me. I was dumb 
with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and 
my sorrow was stirred." (Ps. 39: 1-3) David checked 
himself by remembering his own imperfection. 

26 Here David showed himself willing to put up 
with reproach and shame at the lips of the wicked 
reviler, because the Lord was permitting it for a 
test of David's integrity. Anxious to keep from 
slipping into sin, he muzzled his mouth, not even 
speaking what seemed good. Within himself he 
spoke, but it was to God in prayer, and he confessed 
to being an imperfect creature subject to the control 
and disposition of his great Creator, Jehovah. So 
looking at matters, David did not charge God fool­
ishly for letting him experience reproach on the part 
of the wicked enemy. The big thing that David 
wanted was not to be himself a reproach to God, 
and he grieved that others, the enemies, should cast 
reproach upon God. 

21 Christ Jesus, who was typified by David, also 
knew how to be silent in excellent self-control. He did 
not sin by railing back at those who railed at him, 
even when he hung on the tree. He endured the 

2:1. For wha.t reason should we look mercifully upon our brethren? 
and how did Da vld keep himself from hutlness of speech? 
20. Why was David willing to put up with reproach and shame? 
27. How did Jesus show control of speech? and to what did he thus 
hold on, In contrast wl th his big-mouthed reproachers? 
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suffering and did not part his lips to let out any 
threatenings. Never could any of his enemies, not 
even the Devil himself, catch him in any of his words. 
He was obedient to God in word and deed, and kept 
his integrity as Job did. By guarding his mouth and 
moving his tongue always in the cause of truth and 
righteousness Jesus retained his hold on the right 
to everlasting life. The rule is perfectly exemplified 
in him in contrast with the transgressors and 
revilers that "a man shall eat good by the fruit of 
his mouth: but the soul of the transgressors shall 
eat violence. He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his 
life: but he that openeth wide his lips shall have 
destruction". (Prov. 13: 2, 3) The persecutors that 
transgressed God's law and reproached and accused 
Jesus falsely met with violent destruction in due 
time. But Christ Jesus lives forever by virtue of his 
resurrection out of death and eats the good fruits 
of his faithful preaching of the gospel on earth. 

GUARDING AGAINST MISUSE 

28 Under provocation, therefore, the follower of 
Jesus Christ will wisely muzzle his mouth and pre­
vent a loose, uncontrolled torrent of words. "In the 
multitude of words there wanteth not transgression; 
but he that refraineth his lips doeth wisely." If he 
talks at all it will be with measured words and 
according to the counsel of God's Word. He will talk 
for edification of the provoker and of other listeners, 
rather than to make slips of speech that stir up more 
strife and contention. He knows and understands the 
power of words both upon the speaker and upon the 
hearers. "He that spareth his words hath knowledge; 
and he that is of a cool spirit is a man of under­
standing. Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is 
counted wise; when he shutteth his lips, he is 
esteemed as prudent."-Prov. 10: 19 and 17: 27, 28, 
Arn. Stan. Ver. 

29 A witness of Jehovah has difficulties enough 
without having to pave the way for additional self­
imposed troubles by rash speech. What he wants to 
get across to others with his lips is the message of 
.Jehovah's kingdom by Christ Jesus. He will shoulder 
all the trouble that proclaiming that message brings 
upon him from enemies of the truth, but he does not 
care to make trouble for himself by ill-advised words 
and so make obstacles for his service to God. ''Wboso 
keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul 
from troubles." He may find pride or other evil 
thoughts putting his mind in a tumult, and undesir­
able words are at the tip of his tongue in position to 
be shot forth. But in such a mental condition he can 
hardly bring forth good things, and it is better not 
to talk. "If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thy-

28. Under provocation, what will 11 Christian do aa regards speech? 
29. When presenting the message, how will a witness of Jehovah avoid 
making extra trouble for himself? 

self, or if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon 
thy mouth." (Prov. 21: 23; 30: 32) If you feel too 
weak in yourself to do this, you can take up the 
psalmist's prayer: "Set a watch, 0 LoRn, before my 
mouth; keep the door of my lips." (Ps.141: 3) Hum­
ble yourself in the eyes of the Lord, as Job did after 
God showed Job he was too much interested in 
justifying himself and was overlooking Jehovah's 
majesty. Then you will lay your hand upon your 
mouth and keep it shut from saying words without 
knowledge, as Job did.-Job 38: 2; 40: 4. 

ao Many persons, including religionists, are igno­
rant in their opposition to the Kingdom message. 
This may be due to being mistaught religiously and 
sincerely believing the error, or because enemies of 
Jehovah have grossly misrepresented His witness­
es to them. They upbraid the Kingdom publisher 
and show him a hard front that seems almost 
impenetrable. This hard resistant front may be 
accompanied by hard words of denunciation and 
reproaches. The Kingdom publisher will graciously 
overlook such affronts, because he does not know the 
background of those to whom he is presenting the 
message. He knows he could not accomplish anything 
by being rough in return to such misguided persons. 
Returning like for like would merely widen the 
gulf in between, and make it difficult for a later 
re-approach or for the next Kingdom publisher 
coming along. In faith, therefore, he acts with kind­
ness according to the proverb: "A soft answer turn­
eth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 
The tongue of the wise useth lmowledge aright: but 
the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness."-Prov. 
15: 1, 2. 

51 Unbelievable as it may sound to the inexperi­
enced, a soft or gentle answer in return for grievous 
words can break through the hard front of a person 
that is sincere in his opposition because he misunder­
stands or is misinformed. The tongue of the King­
dom publisher does well, then, to keep soft, not 
with flatteries, but with gentle, mild, and friendly 
responses. His forbearing from giving like for like, 
while it may be difficult for him under the circum­
stances, will be so disarming to the opposer that he 
will rarely know how to handle it. He is more than 
likely to be pacified. He may be as hard as a jawbone, 
but his tough outer covering is v1eakened or may be 
broken. Solomon, who was both a prince and a king, 
knew whereof he spoke when he said: "By long for­
bearing is a prince persuaded [or, pacified], and a 
soft tongue breaketh the bone.'' (Prov. 25 : 15) When 
a person is pacified or softened in his attitude, we 
can the better get him to listen to what we have to 
say and can have it stick with him, to work on his 

:gouW'!t ~~~~~t ~ mS:tm:.iJ,P~~~~o:Otttoan;~erressage? and whv 
31. Why, then, Is a soft tongue more ell:ectlve? 
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mind and heart. That is good, for we go forth, not 
to stir up strife, but to make an impression. 

82 .Always a proclaimer of the Kingdom tidings will 
try to sense the state of affairs and will call upon 
his store of knowledge and try to use knowledge 
aright. He uses tact in order to effect some good. 
He knows it does not do his own self any good to get 
angry and to answer in a provoked way. By keeping 
calm and thinking straight, he will be able to say 
something acceptable and in harmony with the truth. 
That is the course of heavenly wisdom. "The mouth 
of the righteous bringeth forth wisdom; but the per­
verse tongue shall be cut off. The lips of the right­
eous know what is acceptable; but the mouth of the 
wicked speaketh perverseness." (Prov. 10: 31, 32, 
Am.Stan. Ver.) To the end that a Kingdom pub­
lisher may say what is tactful in difficult situations 
it is well for him to have the words of knowledge and 
wisdom fitted or firmly fixed upon his lips. The 
weekly service meetings and Theocratic ministry 
school meetings are good places where he can learn 
to fit these to his lips. As the wise teacher has said: 
"Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the 
wise, and apply thine heart unto my knowledge. For 
it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee; 
they shall withal be fitted in thy lips."-Prov. 
22: 17, 18. 

33 Thus equipped, the servant of the Lord can go 
forth confidentlv from house to house. With his mind 
full of the hea;enly knowledge he can speak pleas­
antly and intelligently and can add persuasive force 
to what his lips teach the people at their homes. In 
support of this observation the proverb says: "A 
wise man is esteemed for being pleasant; his friendly 
words add to his influence. Good sense makes men 
judicious in their talk; it adds persuasiveness to what 
they say. Kindly words are like a honeycomb, both 
sweet and healthful." (Prov. 16: 21, 23, 24, Moffatt) 
That is the best way to bear the fruits of the King­
dom forth to the people that they may feed on them. 
In that way, indeed, your tongue will be, as the 
writer of proverbs says, a "wholesome tongue", a 
tree of life bearing good fruits. In that way all wit­
nesses of Jehovah, as they go about from door to 
door offering the Kingdom fruits to the people, dis­
perse h"'11owledge by their lips and feed many. Their 
tongue is like choice silver, because it speaks forth 
the Bible truth, which is as silver refined in the :fire 
and purified seven times . .Although few persons ill 
this w9r:ld may appreciate these active, persistent 
witnesses of Jehovah, yet his Word describes them 
beautifully, in order to show how He appreciates 
them and prizes them and their faithful service for 
His name's sake.-Prov. 15: 4, 7; 10: 20, 21. 
32. Wb'I" will a :Kingdom publisher use tact, and bow wlll be equip 
himself to do so? 
33. How can one add persuns! veness to bis speech? and ba ve bis tongue 
be like a tree of life, and like choice silver? 

u The tongue and the mind are tied closely 
together. What our vocal organs put forth is prac­
tically determined by what is in our mind or he~rt. 
To have our speech right and profitable even under 
agitating conditibns, we must in advance :fill our 
hearts or minds with what is pure, true and edifying. 
Jesus made this fact very clear when he said: "Those 
things which proceed out of the mouth come forth 
from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 
these are the things which defile a man: but to eat 
with unwashen hands defileth not a man."-hlatt. 
15: 18-20. 

11 The religious Pharisees washed their hands 
ceremoniously before eating in order not to defile the 
things they put into their mouth, but they could not 
keep their mouths clean from false accusations nor 
their hands clean from the blood of the falsely 
accused Jesus. Why not f Because their hearts or 
minds were unclean and defiled, being filled with 
hypocrisy and religious self-deceits and jealousy. 
How, then, could their mouths let out anything 
except what was contained in their hearts or minds 1 
When they yielded to the selfish impulses of their 
minds and then spoke what was therein, it just 
accentuated and deepened and ingrained in them 
more :firmly the evil inside them. Thus the words of 
their mouth defiled them. They had no control over 
themselves because of lacking the truthful under­
standing of God's Word. Jesus could not speak 
otherwise to them than to say: "O generation of 
vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things T 
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure 
of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things." Jesus also said that either you make a tree 
good or you do not get good fruit, because a poor, 
unsound tree cannot produce healthy, tasty fruit. 
-Matt. 12: 33-35; 7: 16-18. 

as In harmony with Jesus, the disciple James 
followed up his discussion of the unruly tongue by 
saying that what is needed for its control is the 
heavenly wisdom and God's grace or favor. That 
wisdom from above comes through his recorded 
Word. We must study his Word and listen as it is 
explained through his Theocratic organization, in 
order to fill our hearts and minds with it and to 
shove out the earthly, sensual, devilish wisdom which 
breeds envying, strife, confusion and every evil 
work. Otherwise, the tongue will, though small in 
size, be in effect a world of iniquity and will defile 

34. To have our speech right, what !s net!dtul In advance? 
35. Wby could not the Pbarlseea keep trom defillng their own eel ves 
with their mouths? 
36. How can the tongue become a world of !nlgulty and be a tire set 
olf by Gehenna? and what ls the beat aa.teguard against sncb? 
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and soil our whole body, making our bodily presence 
disagreeable among God's people. It will be set on 
fire of Gehenna, that ancient incinerator outside 
of Jerusalem that pictures everlasting destruction 
for willful liars, blasphemers and false witnesses. 
If, then, the heart goes after the things of this world 
and the mind digs up that which this world has to 
offer, the tongue that speaks for such heart or mind 
will be a fire to inflame the whole round or wheel of 
one's nature. "An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and 
in his lips there is as a burning :fire." The result is 
destructive strife, disunity and the separating of one­
time friends. (Prov. 16: 27, 28) The best safeguard 
for us is to go to the very heart of the difficulty 
and to keep the mind clean and pure by being careful 
that what it stores up within it is from God's Word. 

FOR GOD'S GLORY AND FOR ETERNAL LIFE 

sr Do we love life because by it we can serve and 
glorify God and his beloved King Jesus Christ T Are 
we seeking eternal life in peace, prosperity, and 
blessed relationship with God and his ChristT If so, 
the inescapable obligation upon us is to use our 
potent powers of speech aright, which means in har­
mony with God's kingdom by Christ Jesus which has 
now begun. The apostle Peter tells us what right 
speech means, namely: "Not rendering evil for evil, 
or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; 
!mowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should 
inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and 
his lips that they speak no guile: let him eschew evil, 
and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it." 
-1 Pet. 3: 9-11; Ps. 34: 12-14. 

38 Jehovah God, the King of eternity, now reigns 
by his anointed King Jesus Christ in the kingdom 
that came to birth in the heavens in the year 1914. 
It is ruling amid its enemies, all of whom are of this 
world and are under divine wrath and doomed to 
destruction. Now forsaking the side of these enemies 
and coming over onto the side of the heavenly Kings 
37. It we love and seek life unseltlsbly. how does Peter say our speech 
should be? 
38. How can the heavenly Kings today reigning be made our friends? 
and how can we delight them? 

today reigning means life everlasting for us. Pleas­
ing these Kings requires, among other things, right 
speech on our part, for it is written: "The LoRD loves 
the pure in heart; and he who is gracious in speech 
-the king is his friend." ''Honest lips are the delight 
of a king; he loves the man who speaks aright." 
(Prov. 22: 11 and 16: 13, .An.Amer. Trans.) The 
speaker of what is right wiiI now make no mistake 
when he obeys the Lord's command through Christ 
for this end of the world, namely, that the good news 
of the established Kingdom should be publicly pro­
claimed in all the habitable earth for a witness to 
all the nations. It is a gtacious message, and those 
who take it on their lips in honesty and out of love 
for the reigning Kings will have them as their 
delighted Friends forever in the new world of right­
eousness. 

89 It does us no good to dodge the truth concerning 
what is certain to be. We, if we love and seek eternal 
life, might as well reconcile ourselves now to the 
inevitable, and in faith accommodate ourselves to it 
now. The inevitable future for this earth and all 
the universe according to the declared purpose of 
Ahnighty God is this: "I am God, and there is none 
else. I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
That unto me· every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear." (Isa. 45: 22, 23) Every one that gains 
life must line up with that decree. "For it is written, 
As I live, saith the Lord, every lmee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall confess to God." It is inevi­
table that all confession to God with the tongue must 
be made through his King Jesus Christ, for the 
apostle writes: "That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father." (Rom. 14: 11; Phil. 
2: 10, 11) If we do this now and keep on doing it 
in love of God's kingdom, it will glorify Jehovah God 
and his King Jesus Christ and will also win for us 
the prize of eternal life.-Rom. 10: 9, 10. 

39. Throughout the earth what Is certain to be as respects the tongue? 
and how, then, can we glorify God and win eternal l!!e? 

KINGDOivt: \1t/QPJ{ 

W ATCH-TOWER readers now appreciate the fact 
that The THEOCRATIC GOVERNMENT is functioning 
in the earth in so far as those who are conse­

crated to Jehovah are concerned. Both the anointed rem­
nant and the Jonadabs have the privilege, by the Lord's 
grace, of participating in bearing the legitimate expenses 
for carrying forward the Kingdom work. Their contribu­
tions made direct to the Watch Tower Bible & Tract 
Society, at 124 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn 2, N. Y., will 
be assurance to them that the money will be used to the 

best advantage in advancing the Kingdom interests. 
This notice is not a solicitation of money, but a re­

minder to all who have a desire to support Jehovah's 
kingdom that it is well to make advance provision to par­
ticipate in the work and do so by laying aside a specific 
sum each week according to the manner in which the Lord 
prospers them financially. The work of the Watch Tower 
Bible & Tract Society is to me the money contributed in 
the most economical way to make known Jehovah's name 
and his kingdom. Information in advance as to the prob-
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able amount that will be contributed during the year by 
those who are interested makes it possible for us to outline 
the work and the expense connected therewith accordingly. 
It is. therefore suggested .that upon .receipt.of this issue of 
The W atcktower you address a post card or letter to the 
Society and keep a copy thereof as a reminder to yourself 
as to the amount you have promised and post the card or 
letter to the Society immediately. Write nothing except 
the following : 

By the Lord's grace I hope to be able to contribute to the 
work of announcing the kingdom of Jehovah during the ensuing 
year the amount of $ ............................ , which I will remit in such 
amounts and at such time as I can find it convenient as the 
Lord prospers me. 

[Signed] ..................................................................................... . 

Address your card or letter to 

Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society 
Treasurer's Office 
124 Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn 2, New York. 

Those residing outside of the United States and who 
desire to participate in contributing to the necessary ex­
pense, please address letters or cards to the Society's office 
in the respective country in which you live. 

Have in mind our need for guidance by the Lord and 
present the matter before the throne of heavenly grace 
that the money contributed may be used to the best ad­
vantage to announce the Kingdom. 

14,900 MILES OF A WORLD SERVICE-TOUR 

T HURSDAY, February 6, the president of the Watch 
Tower Society, N. H. Knorr, and his secretary, 
M. G. Henschel, started on a world tour that had 

been planned in connection with a great program for 
expansion of the Kingdom-witness work. Immediately after 
the Glad Nations Theocratic Assembly in Cleveland, Ohio, 
was concluded last August, plans were made for the Soci­
ety's president to visit many of its Branch offices and local 
publishers in different parts of the world, and it was only 
a week before their departure from Brooklyn, N.Y., that all 
arrangements for the trip were finally completed. 

Very appropriately the first stop was at the Watchtower 
Bible School of Gilead, near Ithaca, N.Y., from which 
institution hundreds of ministers of the gospel have gradu­
ated and been assigned to service throughout the world. 
There the president stopped long enough to look after the 
graduation exercises of the 99 students that had completed 
studies as the eighth class of the school. Those attending 
this class had come from Europe, Asia, Africa, North and 
Central America, and Australia. Within a fe\v days after 
the graduation on February 9, many of these ordained 
ministers would be leaving for their missionary assign­
ments on foreign shores. Very likely it would be the good 
pleasure of Brothers Knorr and Henschel to meet some of 
these graduates in lands they would be visiting, there to 
learn of their problems and joys of service in carrying 
forward their true worship of the Most High God. It was 
a joy to them to see the zeal of the graduates for getting 
to their new posts of duty. 

The few days at Gilead passed rapidly, and on :Monday 
evening, February 10, the travelers continued on their 
journey westward from Ithaca, N.Y., by train to California. 
How good it was to see 65 brethren, members of the King­
dom Farm family, graduates and instructors, at the rail­
road station wishing them God-speed! For part of their 
journey the two world travelers enjoyed the company of 
some of the graduates who were going to other assignments, 
one being F. E. Skinner, Branch servant of India, who was 
assigned as a servant to the brethren in the central part of 
the United States for a few months before taking up his 
Branch work again. Time passed by quickly as the train 
sped westward over the open plains and through the moun­
tains, and soon the travelers were at Los Angeles, being 

met by a brother appointed to look after the proposed con­
vention arrangements . .Arrival was at 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 13, and immediately they got down to work dis­
cussing the developments in connection with the coming 
California convention in August. But time for this was 
limited because it was Thursday night, the regular night 
for the .service meeting of the Metropolitan nnit; so the 
two visitors were hustled off to service meeting, where 
both were called upon to speak to the assembled company. 
No announcements had been made that the travelers were 
coming to California, and it was quite a surprise to the 
company to have these visitors with them. 

All of next day was spent looking over possible conven­
tion sites and arranging for this summer convention on the 
West Coast. Before the day ended decisions had been 
reached, and a contract had been drawn up and signed for 
the use of Wrigley Field, a baseball stadium. The dates 
for the convention were set as August 13 to 17, inclusive. 
Brethren were appointed to look after the various depart­
ments of service at the convention, and notice was sent to 
Brooklyn to make proper announcement of the assembly 
for the benefit of all the witnesses of Jehovah desiring to 
attend. (See page 130, column 2.) 

The next few days· were spent looking over Society 
property, the supply depot and print shop at Lynwood 
and also Beth Sarim at San Diego, and handling necessary 
matters connected therewith. Then on Thursday, Febru­
ary 20, the time came for departure on the first air-hop, 
from Lockheed Airport, Burbank, Calif., to Honolulu, 
Hawaii. The "grapevine" had it in Los Angeles that 
Brothers Knorr and Henschel were flying to the Hawaiian 
Islands by Pan .A meriean Airways at eleven o'clock that 
night; and long before the hour for take-off hundreds of 
brethren assembled at the airport. Upward of 300 were on 
hand to say good-bye and give good wishes to the travelers 
as 11 p.m. drew near. It certainly warmed the hearts of the 
travelers to receive such a warm ovation of love and to 
know that wherever they would travel they would have the 
wholehearted support and prayers of the Lord's servants in 
the earth, and to know, too, that they have devoted brethren 
everywhere. It was exactly at 11 p.m. when the four-engine 
Douglas transport started down the runway, warmed up 
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the engines and took off toward the west on its flight 
out over the Pacific ocean. 

THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 

Twelve hours later we sighted the island of Oahu and 
were soon passing over the Pali, a high cliff to the east of 
Honolulu. The big silver plane circled out over the bay and 
made a smooth landing. At 8: 45 a.m., Honolulu time, we 
were talking with the brethren who were at the airport to 
greet us, bringing with them dozens of leis of every 
description and color, and placing them around our necks 
as the cameras flashed. The Hawaiian people are indeed 
friendly; they were delighted to meet the visitors from the 
Brooklyn Office who would be staying with them for ten 
days, and they showed it. This was the morning for the 
start of the circuit assembly, and most of the Kingdom 
publishers began the day by being at the airport. From 
there all traveled back to Kingdom Hall, which was just 
recently completed by the brethren, right behind the 
Branch office. It is a beautiful structure, simple in its 
design. It is made attractive by its surrounding palms and 
other growth. The audience faces the open side of the Hall, 
which has a beautiful garden containing lawns, and banana, 
palm and papaya trees, lovely ferns, wild flowers, and boxes 
of orchids. What a pleasant background for speakers of 
the Kingdom message! That morning the brethren had 
assembled for Kingdom service, many having come from 
other islands. Quickly they were taken to their territories, 
and a good work was done of advertising the public lecture 
to be given by the Society's president the following Sunday. 
This being the first Theocratic circuit assembly of Jehovah's 
witnesses in the Hawaiian Islands, the program was 
arranged according to the Society's instructions for circuit 
assemblies: Friday night a service meeting was conducted, 
after which came the school course in Theocratic :Ministry. 

On Saturday morning all assembled for consideration of 
the day's text and for field instructions. Then all publishers 
went into the field. Branch servant Donald Haslett, his 
wife, Brother Henschel and Brother Knorr took a territory 
in Honolulu. The two visitors to the Islands found it very 
interesting to work in this land, because usually at every 
home someone of a different nationality is met. One will 
speak to a Japanese person, and then perhaps a Portuguese, 
a Chinese, a Hawaiian, or a Filipino. Almost all of them 
speak some English. Outstanding is the friendliness on the 
part of all the people one meets, and their willingness to 
talk about the Bible. In this morning's field service of three 
hours' actual witnessing the above four publishers obtained 
13 subscriptions for The Watchtower and Awake! and 
placed 29 bound books, along with some magazine copies 
and boolrlets. 

For this assembly a new peak of publishers in Hawaii, 
namely, 13jJ, wa§ reached, to compare with the 1947 Year­
book report of 129, the previous high. In just two days of 
field service these publishers obtained 131 subscriptions, 
placing 329 bound books and devoting 817 hours in the 
field work. Much advertising was done for the public lec­
ture. Yes, the good people in all the islands of the Territory 
of Hawaii are interested in hearing about the truth, and 
there is need for more publishers; but it must be said that 
the pioneers and company publishers in the Islands are 

working diligently to aid the people of good-will in the true 
worship of Jehovah God. 

Getting back to the assembly: On Friday evening there 
were 154 attending the service meeting and Theocratic 
ministry school. On Saturday evening the circuit-activity 
meeting was conducted by the Branch servant, D. Haslett, 
followed by discourses by Brother Henschel and Brother 
Knorr. Due to local conditions it seemed advisable to have 
the public meeting early Sunday morning, and the lecture 
subject, "The Joy of All the People," was advertised for 
10 a.m. The Kalakaua Intermediate School was the place 
of meeting. It was a large, rambling building constructed 
of wood and concrete. At the back of the building a fine 
auditorium has been built. The brethren were indeed 
pleased to see 625 persons in the auditorium, and the 
message given was appropriate for such a mixed audience 
representing many nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues, 
as well as religions. Having the public meeting early did 
not allow time for field service on Sunday, because the 
brethren spent the early hours before the meeting gather­
ing and bringing the people of good-will. 

At 2 p.m. a baptism service was arranged for. Brother 
Henschel gave the baptism talk, and then the entire con­
vention moved out to the Waialae Park, where 21 persons 
were immersed, symbolizing their consecration to God. In 
the background of the immersion spot was Koko Head, a 
mountain where years ago the Hawaiian priests of religion 
offered human sacrifices to their gods. Now Hawaiians are 
learning that there is only one sacrifice of value, namely, 
Christ Jesus, and he has bought the human race. 

Immediately after that blessed occasion all the brethren 
returned to the Kingdom Hall to hear a discourse by the 
Society's president. Then came the Watchtower study, 
followed by the closing remarks of Brother Knorr, which 
brought to a fitting end three days of blessed service and 
worship in Honolulu. Parting was slow, for the brethren 
desired to linger and talk of the good things experienced 
during the past few days. 

It being impossible to get away from Hawaii to the next 
stop any sooner than the following Sunday, arrangements 
were made to visit the two companies of Jehovah's witnesses 
on the big easternmost island of Hawaii, most of the breth­
ren there being unable to make the trip to Oahu island for 
the assembly. On Tuesday noon the Branch servant and his 
wife, with the two world travelers, flew from Oahu island 
to Hilo, Hawaii island. En route the Hawaiian Airlines 
plane passed near the islands of Molokai, Maui, Lanai and 
Kahoolawe. All of the islands are of volcanic origin, the 
biggest and highest volcano being on the island of Hawaii. 
In about an hour's time the travelers could see the small 
patches of snow near the summit of Hawaii's l\fauna Kea. 
At Hilo, evidence was still present that a great tidal wave 
and the pounding seas had wrought much destruction. The 
harbor breakwater had been smashed and all buildings and 
bridges along the waterfront had been swept away. Here 
and there foundations or parts of stone stairways were 
visible in the area worse hit by the tidal wave that struck 
a few months ago. It was pleasant to be greeted at the Hilo 
Airport by a group of brethren carrying flower leis, and 
quickly our travelers were transported to the Kingdom 
Hallr which was their home for the day. In order to make 
it possible for all the interested to attend the meeting 
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scheduled for that evening, the Hilo brethren hired a 
sampan (small bus) to transport them from their homes 
out on the plantations and in rural districts. By seven 
o'clock the publishers had gathered together many of the 
people of good-will, and a total of 62 persons attended. The 
little Kingdom Hall was packed out and quite a few were 
sitting on chairs in the yard, listening through the open 
window. The Branch servant, the president and his secre­
tary all spoke that evening on things that are dear to the 
hearts of all servants of the King and those interested in 
eternal life. Some of the brethren traveled as far as 26 
miles to get to this meeting, and they all felt greatly re­
freshed and well repaid for their long journey. 

The next morning we were on our way early by car from 
Hilo on the northeast coast to Kana. In traveling it was 
necessary for us to go around the Mauna Loa volcano, and 
on the way we were able to stop for a moment and go into 
the Kilauea crater in Hawaii National Park, which from 
time to time erupts but is continually steaming in many 
spots. There have been numerous volcanic eruptions 
throughout the big island, and in our trip we crossed over 
many lava deserts where everything has been burnt away 
and swept away by fl.owing lava. Often in between these 
lava spots there is fertile ground that is used for growing 
coffee, or for raising cattle on a large scale. 

Arriving at Kana, on the western side of Hawaii, we 
found many coffee plantations and thick vegetation. A little 
Kingdom Hall was built here a few years ago so as to aid 
the work in this heavily populated district. A meeting was 
arranged there for 4: 30 p.m., and 31 brethren and persons 
of good-will came from many parts of the coast to attend. 
It was necessary for some to go considerable distances to 
pick up interested ones and then take them home after 
the meeting. There are no electric lights at the Kingdom 
Hall, and so Brother Knorr, who spoke last, concluded his 
remarks as twilight settled over the island with the setting 
of the sun in the west. The brethren were greatly refreshed 
because of this assembly, for it brought to their attention 
their responsibilities before God and the real need of prais­
ing Jehovah. All were more determined than ever before 
to see that the people of Kona and vicinity hear the truth. 
So great is the need for service at Kona that Brother Knorr 
assigned the first Gilead graduate sent to the Hawaiian 
Islands to work out of the Kana Kingdom Hall. Near by 
on the coast is a place called Honaunau, a "city of refuge". 
Years ago the Hawaiians set up cities of refuge similar to 
those established by Jehovah through Moses, and for the 
same purpose. And now the people have a real "city of 
refuge" in Jehovah's organization, which is world-wide 
and open to all nations, kindreds and tongues. 

There were no accommodations locally for the six 
trayeler~ to Kona, so all made themselves comfortable that 
night in the Kingdom Hall, sleeping on cots or on the floor. 
After the night's rest and an early breakfast the travelers 
left for Hilo and the northern coast. They took a plane back 
to Honolulu at four o'clock that afternoon. 

On Friday night, February 28, the arrangement was for 
the president and his secretary to serve the Maili company, 
which was formed only recently. It is at a place 35 miles 
from Honolulu. The company has 13 publishers and about 
20 associated. But it seemed that the Honolulu company 

wanted to attend too;. so the meeting swelled to 120 
attenders. The regular service meeting was held, and then 
Brothers Haslett, Henschel and Knorr spoke on organiza­
tion instructions, and privileges of the servants, and the 
responsibilities toward the publishers and newly interested 
ones. This meeting was greatly enjoyed because of the prac­
tical side of service activity demonstrated. It was learned 
later that there were only 28 attending the Honolulu service 
meeting that same night, and so it seemed as though almost 
all the company moved en masse to Maili. 

There are six companies under the Branch at Honolulu, 
and it was the good pleasure of the two world travelers to 
visit four of the companies, as well as to attend the first 
Hawaiian circuit assembly. Here in the Islands the compa­
nies are composed of Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Koreans, 
Hawaiians, and mainlanders, and it is a pleasure to observe 
the unity and co-operation manifested by all, people who 
would not naturally associate together but who, with the 
Lord's spirit upon them, have come to live and work 
together for the Kingdom interests. The Lord Jehovah is 
causing a marvelous work to be done in· the Territory of 
Hawaii, and it is growing month by month. 

Our ten-day visit with the brethren in the Hawaiian 
Islands ended too quickly. Sunday, March 2, the time had 
come for departure. Upon arriving at the airport an hour 
and a half early, we found many of the brethren there 
waiting to give their final good-byes. Before noon 45 of the 
brethren had assembled, bringing many beautiful :flowery 
leis. It was difficult to leave these brethren, because of their 
warm friendship toward us and their kind hospitality, but, 
above all, their love and devotion to the Kingdom. Surely 
the Lord God will continue to bless these faithful witnesses. 

CANTON ISLAND AND FIJI 

.A. few minutes after noon we were soaring over Honolulu 
in the big four-engine transport plane which, strange as it 
may seem, had been the identical plane that had carried 
us to Europe and in return to New York city the year 
before. It was a good ship, and the genial captain, Jim 
Roberts, guided her southward over the Pacific toward 
Canton island. The outstanding sight on the way was the 
sunset, which was very beauteous in the setting of sea and 
billowy clouds. An hour after sunset we landed in the dark­
ness on Canton island. All passengers were hustled to wait­
ing army trucks near by and taken for a fast drive over a 
dusty coral road to the wharf and a waiting launch at the 
edge of the lagoon which lies at the middle of the island. 
We were directed to board the big launch and were soon 
skimming across the water. It was a moonlight night, but 
we could not tell where we were headed because all we 
could see was water and piles of coral rock along the 
channel. The launch traveied a course like a half circle and, 
after ten minutes, pulled up next to a wharf near some low­
lying buildings. We were taken to the hotel, which had 
until recently been occupied by the United States Navy, 
and we were assigned to rooms for the night without choice 
of roommates. 

We were not scheduled to leave until ten o'clock the next 
morning, and so breakfast was to be served quite late. There 
was time after breakfast to look over some of the coral 
island in the daylight. We were amazed to see how tiny it 
was and how few buildings and trees there were. Through 
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a mechanical process sea water was made into fresh water 
for consumption by residents of the island. Off to the west 
were the remains of a big ocean liner that evidently had 
missed the channel in a storm and was now grounded on 
a reef and being mercilessly beaten by the waves. A hot 
wind blew across the wharf as we boarded the launch and 
beaded back to the plane. And shortly after 10 a.m. our 
plane was in the air once more. In the light of day we 
could see the iSland was shaped like a ring, with a big 
lagoon in the middle. At only two places was the island 
wide enough to permit the construction of airfield strips. 
It made us wonder bow the captain and navigator had been 
able to find such a small speck of land in the middle of a 
vast ocean. 

Then out over the Pacific we passed once more, observ­
ing small islands and billowy clouds as we traveled. Fore­
cast was for rough weather toward the end of the day's 
flight, but fortunately it did not come and we rode smoothly 
through the air. It was Monday, March 3, and at two 
minutes past two in the afternoon the captain announced 
that it was 2: 02 p.m. of Tuesday, March 4. We had passed 
at that moment the International Date Line! \Ve had lost 
24 hours! A day certainly goes by fast when flying past the 
Date Line. This day will never be gotten back unless we 
go around the earth the other way. It wasn't long before we 
reached the Fiji Islands and landed at the airport of Nadi. 
\Vhen we heard we were not to land at the town of Suva, 
on Viti Levu island, we had given up hope of seeing any 
of the Kingdom publishers of Fiji. So it was a real surprise 
to find some of the Suva company publishers waiting for us. 
They had traveled a rough road around the island for 125 
miles to see us. There was much to be said. Especially were 
our travelers interested in the progress of the Kingdom 
work in the Islands. How receptive were the people 1 and 
what was being done among them1 One of the brothers had 
obtained an old army ambulance and had refitted it into a 
service car which was used for taking the Kingdom pub­
lishers into the field service. 

The brethren expressed the desire to take Brothers Knorr 
and Henschel to the near-by town of Lautoka for supper 
and to meet with interested persons living there. It was 
early afternoon, which allowed time for such a trip at this 
overnight stop. Thus our travelers had an opportunity to 
view some of the countryside and territory that must be 
witnessed to by local brethren . .Along the way a native 
village could be seen-huts constructed with the branches 
of palm trees, in orderly arrangement. Fijians with their 
very noticeable bushy hair were seated in front of their 
huts. They were not savages, but very hospitable and 
friendly people . .Along the roadsides we passed many East 
Indians wearing turbans, employees of the sugar planta­
tions. In the Fiji Islands, of which there are twenty princi­
pal islands, we found there are a mixed humanity, Fijians, 
Indians, Chinese, and Europeans, as well as the half-caste 
people resulting from mixing of races. The Indians have 
their Hindu and Moslem temples, but all inhabitants of the 
Islands need the Kingdom message preached to them. The 
publishers were told of two Gilead graduates' being assigned 
to Fiji, and this news made them very happy; these would 
be welcomed with open arms! It seems necessary that more 
graduates from Gilead be sent there to take care of the 

tremendous amount of witnessing that must be done in the 
Fiji Islands. 

In the little town of Lautoka a meeting was arranged at 
the home of a person of good-will. Thirteen persons 
assembled. There are others in the Islands who could not 
make the long trip, but they will be told all that happened. 
How glad those present were to hear of the activity of their 
associated brethren in other parts of the earth! After dis­
cussing privileges of service and responsibilities which 
devolve upon all of the Lord's people, they were more 
determined than ever to press forward in the preaching of 
the gospel of God's kingdom. Much is yet to be done in 
the way of organization and giving the brethren proper 
instruction. It is hoped that the two missionaries from the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead will be a real aid to the 
few servants of the Lord now in Fiji and to the many 
people of good-will yet to be found. Fiji is a very fertile 
land for the growth of vegetation. Similarly it will be a 
fertile field for Theocratic growth. 

Arrival back at the air base was around ten-thirty 
o'clock that night, but there were still things to be said 
and we did not get to bed until midnight. We were billeted 
in regular army accommodations, fpr we had landed at a 
former Army field that had recently been turned over for 
commercial and international flying. Three o'clock, March 5, 
came up quite fast and the travelers were up from their 
bunks preparing to depart. Shortly thereafter a big native 
came by to arouse those still sleeping. Breakfast was served, 
followed by take-off at 5 a.m. The moon had just gone out 
of sight, and the sun had not yet risen. The huge plane 
sped down the dark runway, rose into the dark skies and 
chose a southwesterly course. With the sunrise came vision 
of the islands and reefs of the South Seas. Onward we sped 
and soon landed in the French island of New Caledonia for 
refueling of the plane. The airfield was hard to detect from 
the sky as we came in, for it is in a mountainous region 
and surrounded by heavy vegetation. Yes, it was very warm, 
and we were glad when the 45 minutes had passed and we 
were away again on a direct route to the North Island of 
New Zealand. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Our first view of New Zealand was the narrow strip of 
sand at the most northerly tip of North Island which 
stretches down the coast for ninety miles and has been 
named Ninety-1Hile Beach. Then we saw bays and rivers 
and rugged mountains, covered with trees. We thought of 
how beautiful New Zealand scenery must be to those on the 
ground, and we were later to find out how right we were. 
Suddenly we ran into a bank of clouds and lost sight of 
the ground, but just 8.$ suddenly we came out of the clouds 
and there below us we saw the big city of Auckland, with 
its thousands of red roofs and the smooth runways of the 
great Whenuapai Airport, where the brethren were soon 
to meet us. In but a few minutes we had landed, cleared 
through the customs and immigration inspection and were 
talking to our brethren. It was good to know we were going 
to be with them for a while and to settle down to earth for 
a time after the five thousand miles of flying from Honolulu. 

On the ground the city of Auckland proved to be as 
attractive as from the air, and we could better appreciate 
the sight of the many hills which centuries ago were active 
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volcano craters. Now they were covered with trees, houses 
and semitropical vegetation. Hotels were all crowded, and 
we were thankful for the kindness of our brethren who 
provided a place for. us to stay. Shortly after tea a number 
of the Kingdom publishers from near-by places dropped 
in to say hello. The brief visit with these publishers had to 
be cut short, however, for rising time in the morning was 
t-0 be. three o'clock. 

At 4: 15 a.m., March 6, the travelers, in company with the 
Watch Tower Society's New Zealand representative, Robert 
Lazenby, and Gilead graduate Charles Clayton, began the 
450-mile trip from Auckland southward to Wellington by 
car. Over paved and unpaved roads of the tree-covered 
mountains, valleys and the almost barren desert, past beau­
tiful lakes, and, toward the end of the journey, along the 
seashore we went. En route we were able to discuss many 
of the problems to be met in connection with the Kingdom 
service work, to become better acquainted with the condi­
tions in the country affecting the work, and to plan for 
further activity. We heard of the nath·e Maoris and that 
a number of them were Kingdom publishers, as well as how 
they had translated some of the Kingdom Songs into their 
own tongue. Here was another people praising Jehovah! 

One very interesting sight on the trip was the manner in 
which the New Zealanders handle their cattle and sheep in 
moving them from one part of the country to the other. By 
law they have the right of way on the highways; and while 
traveling down the road we saw herds of fifty or sixty cattle 
and flocks of two or three hundred sheep. We had to stop 
the car or slow down while the sheep-dogs cleared the road 
by driving the sheep to one side and allowing sufficient 
room for us to pass. All the drover (the shepherd) has to 
do is to whistle and the dogs go into action. Along the way 
the hills were covered with literal sheep; but undoubtedly 
there are many of those who are the Lord's "other sheep" 
yet to be found in this land. . 

The 450 miles were traversed in thirteen hours. We were 
pleased to see Wellington, a city of many hills and beautiful 
bays, and to have the opportunity of meeting up with the 
family at the Wellington Bethel Home. Wellington was the 
city selected by the brethren for the general assembly of the 
publishers on the week-end. The day preceding the assembly 
was spent by the president and his secretary in checking 
into the Society's office and property at Wellington. Sugges­
tions were made for improvement and correction. Due to 
the splendid progress of the work there and the isolation of 
New Zealand from other lands on earth the president estab­
lished a Branch office, which was to the liking of all the 
brethren at the Bethel Home. The publishers had increased 
from 469, in 1945, to 659, in 1947, and many new pioneers 
were joining the ranks. Several circuits were arranged for 
in New Zealand in keeping with the progress of the work. 

-Satur.day morning, l\Iarch 8, the assembly began at the 
Trades Hall, which was the place used for serving meals 
during the convention. Then, in the afternoon, meetings 
were transferred to the Technical School Assembly Hall, 
near the Dominion Museum. There were 460 brethren that 
had come from the North and South Islands. The greater 
number of publishers traveled from around Auckland on 
the northern part of North Island, but a good group also 
came from South Island, especially from Christchurch. 
These traveled by boat to get to Wellington. This was a 

remarkable number gathered, considering that just last 
December they had their Glad Nations Theocratic ~mbly 
ta. correspond with the one held in Cleveland in August; 
but they~ from au parts of the IslandS and r.ejoiced in 
the many blessings received in the assembly. For many it 
was their first chance to see Charles Clayton, who had 
recently arrived from Gilead to carry on the servant to 
the brethren work in New Zealand. Brother Clayton has 
used his Gilead training well and is doing much good for 
the brethren. in the local companies. 

When the announcement was made that a Branch was 
established, it was received with great applause. All were 
willing to assume the new responsibilities of supporting a 
Branch and pressing on under its direction. Good admoni­
tion was given by both the president and his secretary on 
hQW the expansion work must be carried on in New Zealand, 
and this was the assembly's theme. In keeping with this 
three more Gilead graduates were scheduled to be sent here. 

The public meeting was well advertised by the brethren, 
using placards on their persons and otherwise and hand­
bills. Items in the newspapers also aided. Almost all of the 
trams in Wellington carried signs announcing the public 
meeting at the St. James Theatre on Sunday, March 9, at 
3 p.m. Special attention was given to the people of good­
will. As a result 817 assembled to hear the public talk, "The 
Joy of .All the People," a good crowd. 

Shortly after the public talk Brother Knorr gave a final 
speech to the assembly, and then at 7 : 15 in the evening the 
two world traYelers boarded the Limited for the return to 
Auckland. The· newly appointed Branch servant, Brother 
Lazenby, and many of the Aucklanders and other brethren 
were also aboard the train, and so a fine time was had dur­
ing the 14-hour journey to .Auckland, the overnight trip 
being made with coach accommodations. 

It was good to reach Auckland safely and to find that 
the airline had everything in order for the flight on the 
morrow. All arrangements had been made for a Monday 
evening meeting with brethren in Auckland and vicinity 
at the New Savoy Reception Rooms. The afternoon was 
spent inspecting a property be~onging to the Society. Fol­
lowing tea the brethren all proceeded to the place of the 
evening meeting. H?w surprise!1 they were to find the place 
packed out, and :ip.any standing! The 300 were more than 
had been expected. Brethren from all around had come to 
.Auckland for the occasion, and glad they were to spend two 
hours listening to the new Branch servant, the president's 
secretary and the president. They applauded loudly and 
sang with great enthusiasm at the close of the meeting. 
Once more it could be seen that there is great prospect for 
rapid expansion of the work in New Zealand. The spirit of 
the brethren is excellent. They asked to have their love sent 
to brethren along the way. 

Another early rising hour was scheduled for the morrow, 
March 11, and accordingly the world travelers were awak­
ened before sunrise and prepared for the day's flight to 
Australia. It" was going to be an interesting flight in one of 
the British flying boats. In just one month over 14,900 miles 
had been covered, with more to follow. The enthusiasm and 
warmth of the New Zealand brethren was once again ex­
pressed in the coming of a number of the Kingdom pub­
lishers to give good wishes to their departing American 
friends. New Zealand will not be forgotten. 


