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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Isaiah 54:13.

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHQOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to
everiasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things;
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised
the issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for
the earth and placed him upon it; that man ylelded to unfaithful
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam’s wrong act all men
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization;

THAT GOD’S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the new worid; that the faithful anointed
foilowers of Christ Jesus are Zion’s children, members of Jehovah's
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan’s uninterrupted rule, ended
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vindicate His name and establish the “new earth”;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His
next great act is to destroy Satan’s organization and establish
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the
divine mandate to “fill the earth” with righteous offspring, and
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities
of life on earth.

ITS MISSION
HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling tbe
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically
deslgned to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes
sultable material for radio broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction {n the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or
other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reservation
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King.
It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.

Notice to Subscribers: Remittances should be sent to office in your
country in compliance with regulations to guarantee safe delivery of
money. Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no
office is located, by international money order only. Subscription rates in
difterent countrles are stated below in local currency. Notice of expiration
(with renmewal blank) is sent at least two issues before subscription
expires. Change of address when sent te our office may be expected
effective within one month. Send your old as well as new address.

Please address the Watch Tower Society in every case.
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ALL SINCERE-STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason of in-
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“SHINING IN THE KINGDOM” TESTIMONY PERIOD

April, set aside as “Shining in the Kingdom” Testimony Period,
will close the four-month-long subsecription eampaign for the
magazines The Watchtower and Awake!/ Seeing that both these
magazines are published in many languages, those of many nations
wanting to let shine the light of God’s kingdom as reflected on the
pages of said magazines will be able to offer them both together
along with two premium boaks published by our Society. They will
continue to make this joint offer at the regular subseription rate
of $2.00, New ones desiring to participate, write for information.

*WATCATOWER” STUDIER
Week of May 18: “Divine Mercy and Forgiveness,”
{1 .1-19 inclusive, The Watchtower April 15, 1947,
Week of May 25: “Divine Mercy and Forgiveness,”
11 2040 inclusive, The Watchtower April 15, 1947.

LONDON CONVENTION
Earls Court, London, has been booked for the national con-
vention from July 3 to 6, at which the Soeciety’s president,
N. H. Knorr, and other official representatives from Ameriea will
serve on the program. Announcement of this is here made in
brief in order that the British brethren and foreign brethren may
make the earliest arrangements to be in atiendance, Further

information will be published in due counrse.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES

At the Cleveland assembly, the president of the Society,
N. H. Knorr, told the brethren of the plans for a convention in
California in 1947, Pollowing his world tour. We are now pleased
to say that this will be held in California, with assembly in
Wrigley Field, August 13 to 17, inclusive, Los Angeles being the
city. Brethren making plans to go shounld arrange their vacations
accordingly. Later announcement will be made as to rooming and
other information. This notice now will aid those who plan to
attend the California assembly to make their arrangements well
in advance.

DUSE RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

The renewal bhlank sent you prior to the expiration of your
Watchiower sabseription should be filled out and returned to the
Brooklyn offiee or to the Branch office im the country where you
reside, Servants in the companies, and individuals, when sending
in renewals for The Watchtower, should always use these blanks.
By filling in these renewal blanks youn are assured of the continua-
tion of yomr Waschiower from the time of expiration, and with-
out delay. It will also be a great help if you sign your name upi-
formly, and note any recent change of address, on the renewal slip.
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DIVINE MERCY AND FORGIVENESS

“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteous-
ness unto children’s children; who forgiveth all thine iniquities.”—Ps. 103: 17, 3.

and the forgiving of sins. Mercifulness cannot be

viewed as a sign of weakness on his part. It is no
sentimental softness unbecoming to a God of all-
power, It is the expression of wonderful love, the
outflow of his perfect unselfishness, but it operates
with all due respect for his justice. He exercises it
with the utmost of wisdom, and hence in the final
outcome it will show itself to have been the right
thing to exercise in full vindication of Jehovah’s
name. Its exercise is something that discloses him as
different from just a cold, heartless, all-conquering
force in the universe. Mercy is a quality that has
acted as a mighty check upon his all-might which
might otherwise have been used to blot out all
humankind completely. This quality differentiates
Jehovah from the devil gods of the pagans and
makes him an adorable God, to whom mankind in
their weakness and imperfectness can approach with
confidence and an assurance of being understood and
considered. Divine mercy is consistent with the sub-
lime fact that Jehovah God is love.

2 At every turn Jehovah has had to show mercy
toward humankind. Every feature of his arrange-
ments for us is marked by it. But it is merey
granted according to right principles and for a
definite purpose. Satan the Devil does not like for
God to show mercy to mankind, because its exercise
is defeating his own wicked purpose. He misrepre-
sents Jehovah God and strives by means of many
religions to keep men in ignorance of this winsome
quality of God. In contrast with the false religious
teachings that try to frighten men to God, Jehovah
says to the objects of his mercy: “Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee.” (Jer. 31:3) The wise
and wholesome purpose of God in extending mercy
to sin-stricken men is to develop integrity in them
and to prove that integrity to be unbreakable. Thus
far his mercy to men and the forgiving of their sins
has resulted in producing many men and women of

]EHOVAH is matchless in the expressing of mercy

1. What is Jehovah's mercy, and how is it exercised?
2. What is the purpose of his mercy, and so what has it produced?

integrity. Each and every one of these stands forth
in justification of Jehovah’s loving-kindness and in
condemnation of Satan the Devil as being a false god
who lied when he blatantly declared before all the
universe that God could not bring forth such persons
of unbreakable integrity on earth as long as wicked-
ness was around loose. If it had not been for God’s
mercy in not at once killing Adam and Eve for sin
but letting them live to produce children, none of our
sinful race would have had the chance to develop and
demonstrate integrity toward God.

* Jehovah God’s first purpose in vindication of his
name is to create an entire nation of persons of
integrity under his Messiah or Christ. Then, by His
kingdom ruled by that nation, Jehovah will produce
a whole race of humankind that will keep its integ-
rity under a full and final test by Satan the Devil.
Christendom has existed for more than sixteen cen-
turies but to date has failed to produce such a kind
of Christian nation. But God’s purpose has not
failed, for she is not His organization for producing
his holy nation. The nation of integrity is a new
nation, but composed nonetheless of persons that
once were imperfect and condemned descendants of
the sinner Adam, the common parent of all human-
kind.

¢ Just as Christendom has failed to bring forth
such a nation of integrity to God’s glory and vindi-
cation, Jewry also has failed to produce it. The
Jewish nation, from the time of its organization at
Mount Sinai in Arabia, was given the opportunity
to develop into such a holy nation. Sad to relate, it
failed of this wonderful privilege. In 1513 B.C. the
Lord God delivered the Jewish nation from slavish
bondage to the mighty power of Egypt. Under
Moses’ leadership God brought them to his holy
mountain to inaugurate a covenant of law with them
there. The Lord God, using the prophet Moses as his
mediator in making the covenant, said to these
Israelites: “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyp-

3. What, then, is his first purpose, and has it falled because of
Christendom ?

4. When and how was the chance toa produce this nation set before
an ancient people, and with what result?
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tians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then
ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all
people: for all the earth is mine: and ye shall be
unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.
These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the
children of -Israel.” (Ex. 19:4-6) The nation of
Israel, however, did not live up to this rare oppor-
tunity, and lost a great privilege.

3 Jehovah proceeded to inaugurate his covenant
of law with the Israelites by first giving to them his
code of the Ten Commandments. The first section
of these commandments shows that the primary
requirement was that of keeping integrity toward
God by faithfully keeping the covenant with him. It
shows also that he is a merciful God and would deal
graciously with them, but at the same time he would
make no bargain with willful wickedness but insisted
upon righteousness. Accordingly the first and second
of the Ten Commandments read as follows: “I am
Jehovah thy God, who brought thee out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt
have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make
unto thee a graven image, nor any likeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou
shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve
them; for I Jehovah thy God am a jealous God, visit-
ing the iniquity of the fathersupon the children, upon
the third and upon the fourth generation of them that
hate me, and showing lovingkindness [mercy] unto
thousands of them that love me and keep my com-
mandments.”—Ex, 20: 2-6, 4Am. Stan. Ver.

“TO A THOUSAND GENERATIONS”

¢ No one knows better than Jehovah the imperfec-
tion of mankind with whom he deals. So he is long-
suffering with them if they are sincere toward him.
But although he is a God without equal in his loving-
kindness, no one should presume upon him as being
an easy mark and not firm for righteousness. No one
should think that he will overplay his forbearance,
loving-kindness and mercy where a person is hypo-
critical and tries to take advantage of God’s gracious-
ness in order to keep on indulging a love of sin and
unrighteousness. If a man loves righteousness, he
will love Jehovah God, who is the sum of all right-
eousness. If he loves sin, which is the transgression
of God’s law, then he does not love God, but hates
him. The Second Commandment shows that haters
of God cannot trifie with him. It says he brings down
the full effects of their iniquity upon them, so that
even their offspring to the third and fourth genera-

5. What did the first section of the Ten Commandments show regarding
God and his reguirements?
6. To whom does God show continual mercy? and to whom not?
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tion are affected thereby. But those who try to prove
their love of God by keeping his commandments are
favored with merey, in order for them to try again
and again in all sincerity to do what is right. To
such ones he shows mercy “to a thousand genera-
tions”, or, “to the thousandth generation.” That
means he is forever mereciful to them.—Ex. 20: 6,
Am.Stan.Ver., margin; An Amer. Trans.

? Within forty days after the giving of the Ten
Commandments the Israelites came under a severe
test of integrity to God. Moses was absent from their
midst for many days, having gone up to the top of
Sinai to confer with God; and then the Devil, author
of false worship, stirred up many Israelites to
clamor for a visible idol-god to worship. A golden
calf-image resulted, and thousands of Israelites
worshiped around it in a heathenish way, in violation
of the Second Commandment. The tribe of Levi, to
which Moses belonged, declared itself on the side of
Jehovah and was used to execute God’s judgment
against the thousands of idolaters. Nevertheless, at
the time, the whole nation had connived more or less
at what was going on in violation of their covenant
with God, and consequently the relationship of all
the nation with God was hurt. Moses, as mediator,
felt obliged to try to make atonement for their sin,
even to offering himself as a sacrifice and being
blotted out of God’s book of life. “And Moses
returned unto the Lorp, and said, Oh, this people
have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods
of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—;
and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written. And the Lorp said unto
Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will
I blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the
people unto the place of which I have spoken unto
thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee:
nevertheless in the day when I visit I will visit their
sin upon them. And the Lorp plagued the people,
because they made the calf, which Aaron made.”
—Ex. 32:31-35.

* Shortly afterward, when Moses returned to the
summit of Mount Sinai, to get a reproduction of the
Ten Commandments upon stone, God made a restate-
ment in explanation of what kind of God he is. We
read: “And Jehovah descended in the cloud, and
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of
Jehovah. And Jehovah passed by before him, and
proclaimed, Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in loving-
kindness and truth; keeping lovingkindness for
thousands [or, to the thousandth generation], for-
giving iniquity and transgression and sin; and that
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity

7. How did God show this fact at Mount Sinal in connection with
the worship of the golden caif?

8. How did Jehovah make a restatement of what he is to Moses?
and why is it lmportant to remember this description of himself?
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of the fathers upon the children, and upon the chil-
dren’s children, upon the third and upon the fourth
generation.” (Ex. 34:5-7, Am.Stan. Ver.; An Amer.
Trans.) It is important to remember this deseription
by Jehovah of himself and what his name stands for,
because he is an unchangeable God. He once said to
the Israelites to whom he extended merey and long-
suffering: “For I, Jehovah, change not; therefore
ye, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.”—Mal. 3: 6,
Am. Stan. Ver.

FOR HIS NAME'S SAKE

® It is not because of anything justly due to sin-
laden men, but primarily for his own name’s sake
that the Lord God forgives the sins of those who
enter into relationship with him as consecrated wor-
shipers of him. King David was a leading member
of God’s covenant people of old and was sincerely
interested in keeping God’s name above reproach by
His enemies. King David was not addicted to sin.
He had no real love for it. Therefore he did not want
the sins he committed due to his human frailty to
bring any reproach upon God’s name from the lips
of God’s enemies. So, confessing his sins with all
meekness, but showing a heart’s desire to live in har-
mony with God’s covenant, David wrote: “Remem-
ber not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions:
according to thy merecy remember thou me for thy
goodness’ sake, O Lorp. All the paths of the Lorp
are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant
and his testimonies. For thy name’s sake, O Logp,
pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. Consider mine
enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with
cruel hatred. O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me
not be ashamed; for, I put my trust in thee. Let
integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on
thee. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.”
—Ps. 25:7,10,11, 19-22.

1 Because Jesus Christ, the Messiah, had not till
then died as a ransom for mankind, King David
could not ask for the pardoning of his iniquity and
the blotting out of his sins in the name of the
Redeemer Jesus Christ. He asked, therefore, for
such forgiveness solely for Jehoval’s name’s sake.
In due time, for His name’s sake, Jehovah provided

Jesus Christ his beloved Son to be the Ransomer of

smmaliee A e A Tamsve nnw
mankind, and Jesus constantly declared that he came

in his Father’s name. The name of Jehovah would
benefit very little from the forgiving of the sinner
David’s iniquities unless David tried afterward to
keep his integrity and his uprightness toward God.
If David had merely sought mental peace through
asking and receiving forgiveness from God and did
not really try to avoid committing those sins over

9. Primarily for the sake of what does God forgive sins? and for
what reason therefore did David seek pardon for his sina?
10. Why did David pray" for forgiveness for just Jehovah’s name’s
sake? and why was not forgiveness wasted upon David?
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again, the divine forgiveness would have been just
wasted upon him. Without a real effort at integrity
and uprightness after he was forgiven, David would
have been subject to no further mercy and loving-
kindness. Proving he was not selfishly trying to
abuse "those " divine expressions, David honestly
strove to keep integrity and uprightness and thus
avoid bringing any reproach upon God’s name. He
sincerely desired to vindicate God’s name by avoid-
ing sin and holding true to God. In this, David was
a man after God’s own heart and is an example to
Christians of today.

“ David’s people, the Israelites, were descendants
of Adam and hence condemned, imperfect sinners.
God knew that. So he realized that they would
become guilty of sins against his covenant with them.
Therefore he provided a priesthood to offer typical
sacrifices by which their sins could be typically
cleansed away and thus they could remain in an
acceptable condition in God’s sight. Because no other
one was available, Jehovah took an imperfect man
for high priest, namely, Aaron, the elder brother of
Moses. For underpriests he took the sons of Aaron.
Having one of their own number as high priest, the
Israelites could feel certain they had a represent-
ative that could understand them and sympathize
with them and feel merciful to them, gladly willing
to offer sacrifice in their behalf.

2 This priestly arrangement, and the choice of an
imperfect, sinful Israelite, proved God’s merey to
his chosen nation; and all who felt the need of divine
mercy were drawn to Jehovah God. That this was
the object God had in mind is nicely explained by the
apostle, at Hebrews 5:1-4, in these words: “Every
high priest who is chosen from among men is
appointed to represent his fellow-men in their rela-
tions with God, and to offer gifts and sin-offerings.
He can sympathize with the ignorant and misguided
because he is himself subject to weakness, and on
this account he is obliged to offer sacrifices for sin,
not only for the people but for himself as well. And
1o one takes the office upon himself, but men assume
it only when called to it by God, as Aaron was.”
—An Amer. Trans.

** Aaron, the Jewish high priest, had merciful
qualities. He was inclined to be mereiful because he
himself was flesh and an Israelite. In this he was a
prophetic type of Jesus Christ, whose mercifulness
far exceeds that of Aaron and is far more effective.
The apostle goes on to explain this, saying to Chris-
tians as spiritual Israelites: “Seeing then that we
have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our

11, Why did Jehovah provide the Israelites with a priesthood, and
from where?

12, As explained b
put in the otfice of high priest?

13. Ot whom was high priest Aaron a type? and why was the
providing of him a greater mercy than the providing of Aaron?

the apostle Paul, why was an lmperfect Israelite
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profession. For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain merey, and find
grace to help in time of need. ... Christ glorified
not himself to be made an high priest; but he that
said unto him, Thou art my Son, to day have I
begotten thee. As he saith also in another place,
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Mel-
chisedec. Who in the days of his flesh, . . . though
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered; and being made perfect, he
became the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him.” (Heb. 4:14-16; 5: 5-9) The providing
of Jesus Christ was a mercy far exceeding that
revealed in appointing the Jewish high priest,
because Jesus was and is God’s only begotten Son,

** The fact that Jesus as a man was above sin and
untainted with it did not make him haughty and
unfeeling toward sinful mankind. His very becoming
a man and answering God’s call to the Melchize-
dekian order of priesthood spelled mercy toward
human sinners, because his being high priest
required sacrifice and, in this case, that sacrifice
must be his very own self. This made him the most
suitable person for high priest, and particularly so
since he has been raised up as an immortal spirit
out of his sacrificial death as a man. He was thus
granted access into the heavenly presence of God,
where he can act as high priest of God without
interruption in behalf of earthly sinners. All these
are strong points that the apostle underscores when
he writes: “But he continues forever, and so his
priesthood is untransferable. Therefore, he is able
to save forever all who come to God through him,
because he lives and intercedes for them forever.
Such a high priest we needed,—godly, blameless,
unstained, removed from sinful men and raised
above the very heavens; who does not need, as the
old high priests did, to offer sacrifices every day,
first for his own sins and then for those of the
people—for this last he has done once for all, in
offering up himself. For the Law fof Moses]
appoints to the high priesthood men full of imper-
fection; but this utterance about the making of the
oath [concerning the high priest after Melchizedek’s
order], which came long after the Law, appoints a
son, fully qualified to be high priest forever.”—Heb.
T:24-28, An Amer. Trans.

TEMPTED IN ALL POINTS

13 Jesus, being the Son of God from heaven, was
perfect as a man and sinless. All the same, Jehovah

14. Why was Jesus most suitable as a high priest for us?
15. Why can Jesus be a merciful high priest, and help us to keep
our integrity?
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let him be exposed to the Devil’s approaches and
attacks and to be saurrounded by the Devil’s world.
On this account Jesus the perfeet high priest was
first subjected to the same temptations as come to
all who follow him. In order to vindicate God’s name
and word, and in order to continue acceptable as a
ransom sacrifice and high priest for mankind, it was
absolutely necessary for Jesus Christ to maintain
perfect integrity toward God in every point. He is
the foretold “Seed of Abraham”, in whom “shall all
the nations of the earth be blessed”. As such Seed of
Abraham he associates with himself all his devoted
followers; and thus through him they spiritually
become parts of Abraham’s seed. Jesus seeks, first
of all, to help them, especially because they are
imperfect, sin-infected human creatures. Having
been once flesh himself and exposed to all the tempta-
tions and trials to which they are exposed, he as high
priest can understand their position and can be a
merciful high priest for their sakes. Because he kept
his integrity, he can help them to do so. Hence we
read:

¢ “Since then the children are sharers in flesh and
blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the
same; that through death he might bring to nought
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and might deliver all them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For
verily not to angels doth he give help, but he giveth
help to the seed of Abraham. Wherefore it behooved
him in all things to be made like unto his brethren,
that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitia-
tion for the sins of the people. For in that he himself
hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor
them that are tempted.”—Heb. 2:14-18, 4.5.V.

DIVINE PARDON

7 Jehovah God wants his merey to be of beneficial
effect to as many of mankind as possible. Since he
has made such extraordinary provisions of mercy
through Jesus Christ, his will is that the knowledge
of it should be spread to mankind of all nations,
peoples, and tongues. Aaron and his successors were
high priests for only the nation of Israel; but Jesus
Christ, who was not of Aaron’s house but who was
a perfect man like Adam in Eden, is Jehoval’s high
priest in behalf of humankind in general. Through
this Son of God comes the divine pardon of human
sins. When commanded to withhold this information
from men, “then Peter and the other apostles
answered [the Jewish judges of the Sanhedrin] and
said, We ought to obey God rather than men. The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew

168. How does Paul explain this at Hebrews 2:14-187
17. In behalf of whom i3 Jesus a high prieat? and to whom therefore
must knowledge of the pardonm of slns be spread?
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and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his
right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And
we are his witnesses of these things.” (Aets 5: 29-32)
The apostle Paul, with Gentiles as well as Jews
listening to him, also said: “Be it known unto you
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and
by him all that believe are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justified by the law of
Moses.” (Acts 13:38,39) So, then, a person does
not have to be a natural Jew and under Moses’ law
in order to gain the divine pardon for his sins. All,
as many as have ears to hear with appreciation, may
avail themselves of this mercy from God through
Christ,

1 The ancient priesthood of Israel was established
in the house of Aaron according to the law covenant
through Moses. Legally, then, the bringing in of a
new high priest not of Aaron’s family and for all
humankind meant the bringing in of a new covenant
with different arrangements, provisions and . obliga-
tions. Long ago this “new covenant” Jehovah fore-
told through his prophet Jeremiah. This better cove-
nant is upon better foundations because of a better
priesthood. It was made through Jesus Christ first
with the faithful Jewish remnant. One of the excel-
lent points about this new eovenant was stated to be
this: “And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know
Jehovah; for they shall all know me, from the least
of them unto the greatest of them, saith Jehovah:
for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin will I
remember no more.”—Jer. 31:34, Am.Stan. Ver.

** Such forgiveness of iniquity and remembrance
of sin no more means real justification for Christ’s
followers who are brought into this new covenant. It
is these faithful ones whom God brings into the new
covenant through Christ that are made His new
nation of integrity. The law covenant through Moses
failed to bring into existence such an entire nation
of integrity to God; and, after its failure over a
sufficient period of time, that covenant was abolished
at the death of the new high priest, Jesus Christ, on
the accursed tree. The new covenant, however, will
not fail to produce God’s desired new nation of integ-
rity under Jesus Christ.

* Mankind as a whole are guilty of all manner of
sins and iniquities, the “works of the flesh”, as the
apostle calls them. Should any member of the human
family feel he is so heavily guilty of sin that it is
useless to consider the gospel message? Should he

18. Along with this new high priesthood what must also be brought
in, and what was one of its excellent points?

19, What does such forgiveness mean for Christ's followers?
what will this new covenant succeed in producing?

20. Should anyone discourage himself from applying for dlvine mercy
because of his sinful condition? and what is first required of him?

and
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feel that its promise of divine forgiveness is for
someone else but cannot cover or apply to his sin,
and no justification from such sin could be possible
through Christ’s sacrifice? No person should dis-
courage himself to that extent. Yes, he should feel
a consciousness of sin due to the reproofs of the
gospel message of God and of his Christ; he should
have a heart longing to be released from the burden
of such sin. That is good, because as long as the
gospel can stir up a repentance in the sinner receiv-
ing the message, God’s mercy can embrace that one
and hold out to him the forgiveness of sins through
Christ. The repentance of the sinner is the hopeful
sign for such sinner and is the initial thing that is
required. So Jesus said to those to whose ears the
Kingdom gospel was preached: “Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and
believe the gospel.” (Matt.4:17; Mark1:15) Repent-
ing meant experiencing a change of mind toward sin
and sincerely feeling grief at being a sinner and
desiring God’s way of relief from it.

*t Believing the gospel of God’s kingdom after
repenting means making oneself submissive to that
gospel of salvation and its requirements. It means
conversion or a turning away from sin and from
the world which serves sin and acting upon the good
news of the gospel and putting oneself on the side
of God’s kingdom ‘and its righteousness. So, when
Peter had preached his Pentecostal sermon to the
multitude gathered in Jerusalem, he said to those
who were disturbed at heart and who made sincere
inquiry: “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission
of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the holy
spirit.” Peter named the same first step toward
harmony with God when he said, some days later,
to the Jews at the temple: “And now, brethren, I
know that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your
rulers. Repent ye therefore, and turn again, that
your sins may be blotted out, that so there may come
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.”
(Acts 2:38; 3:17,19; 4Am.Stan. Ver.) This repent-
ance was not to remain the exclusive privilege of the
Jews, but in due time God recognized it among the
Gentiles also. God revealed his mind upon this at the
time of the conversion of the Italian centurion Cor-
nelius to Christianity, God anointing Cornelius and
his fellow Gentile believers with the holy spirit.

22 Peter reported this to the Jews at Jerusalem;
and, as we read at Acts 11:18, “when they heard
these things, they held their peace, and glorified God,
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted
repentance unto life.” In full harmony with this fact

21, (a) What does belleving the spel after repenting mean?

(b) Whose privilege is repentance? &o

22 2) Why does God require repentance of all alike now? (b) What
aisg requlred of those who repceelve the :ure mercies of David”
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Paul preached to the Gentile Greeks at Athens who
were superstitious or “extremely devoted to the
worship of demons”, and he said to them: “The times
of this ignorance God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent: because he
hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto
all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
(Acts 17:22, 30, 31; The Emphatic Diaglott) Repent-
ance is required of all alike, both Jew and Gentile,
before approaching Jehovah God through Jesus
Christ. Such repentance must be followed by conver-
sion or a sincere and determined turning away from
the sin of this world, because God and this world
are at opposites. To Christians to whom he holds
out the “sure mercies of David” God puts the prior
requirement of conversion, saying: “Seek ye Jeho-
vah while he may be found; call ye upon him while
he is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return
unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”—Isa.
55:3,6,7, Am. Stan. Ver.

BREADTH AND DEPTH THEREOF

* By his law covenant through Moses God speci-
fically stated what sin is and by it he brought the
Jews to the knowledge of what sin is. When he sent
his Son to this earth to become the sin-atoning High
Priest in behalf of mankind, and when he sent forth
his message of the forgiveness of sins through this
High Priest, God was fully aware of the sins of
which mankind were guilty. Each one thereof, re-
gardless of his kind of sin, was guilty of sinning
against the same God as anybody else was. So none
was innocent in God’s sight. All needed to repent
and become converted from the service of sin over
to the service of God’s righteousness. Whoever,
then, accepted the Kingdom gospel with faith and
repentance was taken up by the “Father of mercies”
just as he was. God forgave him through Christ.

* For example: Here is a Greek that has been
guilty of violating God’s commandment against idol-
worship by doing acts of worship to man-made
images. When such Greek has the Kingdom gospel
presented to him and sees that image-worship is out
of harmony with God and repents and accepts the
gospel, is his sin too great for God’s mercy to include
him and forgive him through Christ? And here is a
Roman that has fought in Caesar’s army and broken
God’s law against manslaughter. Is there any hope

23. Against whom was each and every ome gullty of sinning? and how
did God receive each repentant one?

24, Ot various examples of sinners given was one class pardonabie
and another mnot? and why so?
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of forgiveness for him when the gospel comes his
way and it appeals to him and he repents and wants
to follow the gospel? And there is that adulterous
Samaritan woman to whom Jesus talked at the well
near Sychar in Samaria. She had at least six hus-
bands, all living. Of what avail was it for Jesus to
preach to her? Could anyone like her .on hearing the
gospel and repenting expect God’s loving-kindness to
dip down as low as she was in the social scale and
to pardon her sins and give her a new start in the
direction of Kingdom righteousness? And what
about the thieves, the drunkards, the liars, the blas-
phemers, the persecutors of Christians, and various
other kinds of sinners?t Was one class of these
pardonable if repenting and accepting the gospel,
but another class not so? No; God classifies them all
as sinners, that he might have merey upon all. “For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble
in one point, he is become guilty of all. For he that
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill.
Now if thou dost not commit adultery, but killest,
thou art become a transgressor of the law.”—Jas.
2:10, 11, Am.Stan.Ver.

* By staying in such a sinful state and not repent-
ing and converting to righteousness a person could,
of course, never gain a place in God’s kingdom or
attain to life in His new world. But if persons guilty
of the above-named sins do repent and submit them-
selves to the gospel provision, they may have the full
confidence that God has pardoned them through
Christ and remembers their sins no more. His own
Bible gives cases of such forgiveness toward the
members of the church of God there at the notorious
city of Corinth, Greece. Paul said to them: “Know
ve not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor ex-
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And
such were some of you.” Nevertheless, the mercy of
God was broad enough to take in all of them when
they repented and tried to live up to the gospel, for
Paul added: “But ye are washed, but ye are sancti-
fied, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and by the spirit of our God.”—1 Cor. 6:9-11.

* The tender quality of divine mercy was appeal-
ingly illustrated in Jesus’ parable of the prodigal
son. According to this parable the younger son got
possession of hig part of the inheritance before his
father’s death and departed far from his father’s
godly house into a far country, that is, into the
depths of this world. There he prodigally squan-

25. It repenting and submitting to the gospel, of what may such
sinners be confident? and how does Paul show this practically?

26, 27. (2) How was the tender quality of divine mercy shown in
the prodigal-son parable? (b) What repentant ones today may takc
heart from this, and with what assurance?



Arrm 15, 1947

dered what his father gave him in riotous living,
which doubtless included intoxication and overeat-
ing as well as “living with harlots”, fornication.
Such misspending of his money, time and talents,
together with the coming of a dire famine upon the
land, reduced him to sore straits. To survive he was
forced to take a degraded job as a swineherd.

* Now the boy came to himself, especially on
getting news from his father’s house of the pros-
perous condition there, even among the hired serv-
ants. He repented of his course and decided to con-
vert to a life of service of his forsaken father, throw-
ing himself upon his father’s mercy. Had the boy
sinned too far for his father to forgive? Did the
father repulse him? Ah, behold the tenderness of
the heavenly Father Jehovah toward the repentant,
converted sinner when the parable says: “But while
he was yet afar off, his father saw him, and was
moved with compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him.” He accepted his returned
son’s confession and forgave him with joy. Then he
gave him a son’s position once again in his house-
hold. (Luke 15:11-32, Am. Stan.Ver.) This prodigal
son pictures the persons of good-will today, who are
the great Shepherd’s “other sheep”. Mindful of this
parable, they may take heart in repentantly abandon-
ing this world and seeking Jehovah’s face through
Christ Jesus. The parable gives assurance that,
regardless of their worldly past, the heavenly Father
will forgive them through Christ and will give them
a blessed part in the present service of His kingdom,
as his prospective earthly children of the new world
of righteousness.—See The Watchiower Novem-
ber 1 and 15, 1943, in complete explanation of the
parable of the prodigal son.

*® This shows we can place no limit upon God’s
merey nor think that because of the fallen condition
in which the truth finds a person it is useless to
present the Kingdom gospel to such and the person
is beyond repenting and being converted or that the
person’s repentance will have no recognition in
God’s sight. Repentance and conversion and calling
upon God in the name of the Lord Jesus, and asking
for his spirit of righteousness, was effective in the
cases of the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote. Why,
then, should not such a course be pleasing to God in
the case of modern-day sinners and avail with him?
It should, because God is no respecter of persons.
Paul said he himself was an unusual sample of God’s
merey because of his sinning in ignorance. (1 Tim.
1:13-16) Therefore, when going from house to
house and presenting the Kingdom message at the
doors and business places it is not our obligation
first to inquire into a person’s private history and
his moral standards, slips and delinquencies before

28. What line of thinking, therefore, should we not take? and what
inquiries should we not make before presenting the gospel?
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deciding to present the message. The message itself
will do the testing of the individual, either to awake
a response in him or not.

# The course of the person before thus receiving
the Kingdom message was one of religious ignorance
regarding God’s standards of righteousness and his
Kingdom truth and purposes. And while, in the typi-
cal nation of Israel, God did not excuse sins of igno-
rance, yet he did arrange a way whereby such sins
might be atoned for to bring the sinner back into his
favor and under his mercy. Thus the sinner that
discerns his former sin in the light of the truth after-
ward received may have confidence in drawing near
to God. “Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth
through ignorance, both for him that is born among
the children of Israel, and for the [non-Israelite]
stranger.” (Num. 15:24-29; Lev. 4:20-35) In the
case of the person today that becomes a Christian
member of the church of God or becomes a conse-
crated person of good-will, the sins of ignorance
must be confessed with repentance as in the Israel-
ite type, and the sacrifice that must be resorted to
for divine forgiveness and cleansing is that of Jeho-
vah’s great High Priest, Jesus Christ. (Prov. 28:13)
In the case of the nations to whom God’s message
was preached in order for him to take out of them
a people for his name, God winked at their past
ignorance and the sins to which such ignorance led.
Now, however, he comrhands all men everywhere to
repent because of the coming day of judgment con-
ducted by his Judge Jesus Christ. By means of his
Word that is preached to them God commands them
to repent.

** The apostle Paul, when writing the Corinthians,
did not mention the legal tangles in which the
repentant brethren may have been. But in the pre-
ceding verses of chapter six he did uncover the fact
that some of the Corinthian Christians were airing
their matters before the law of the land, in the
Roman courts of Greece. (1 Cor. 6:1-8) However,
some of the sins that the Christians there once did
could get a person into jail at any time. Paul did not
mention any case of a person in prison for a term
of years or for life who got hold of the truth and
devoted himself to God through Christ. Evidently,
though, such a prisoner’s becoming a Christian and
being washed, sanctified and justified in Jesus’
name and by God’s spirit would not loosen the grip
of the law of the land upon him. It did not acquit
him from his prison sentence or authorize him to
make a jail-break for liberty. He had to render to
Caesar what was Caesar’s in this regard, but also
rejoice to render to God what things were God’s. So
Paul did not tell slaves that became Christians that

Qan

29. How were sins of iﬁnonnce dealt with in Israel? and how must
they be dealt with now?

30, It a person in J)rison becomes a Christian by God's mercy, what
are his position and obligations respecting the law of the iand?
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they should run away-from their masters to become
fugitive freemen.

" Likewise there may have been some men or
women divorced from former marriage mates aceord-
ing to the law of the land but not according to the
Secriptural grounds for divorce; and these may have
remarried before getting the knowledge of the King-
dom truth and consecrating themselves to God
through Christ. Some such may have been included
among the Corinthians, because Paul tells them
bluntly that some of them were fornicators, adulter-
ers, abusers of themselves with mankind and sensu-
ally effeminate. Evidently, then, such persons had
to proceed as Christians according to the legal stand-
ing when the truth found them. The law of the land
declared the former marriage annulled and pro-
nounced the second marriage proper and valid and
recognized them in this latter marriage as man and
wife. Also the law of the land did not require them
to dissolve this latter marriage. As for what they
did ignorantly before coming into the truth and con-
secrating, that was covered by the blood of Jesus
Christ and thenceforth they must follow God’s law.

2 God’s servant Paul was not alone showing how
marvelous God’s mercy is. There was another power-
ful reason for him to call attention to the faet that
onetime formicators, idolaters, adulterers, thieves,
covetous, drunkards, etc., were now washed, sancti-
fied, justified and given the Lord’s spirit. What was
this hard-hitting reason? It was this, that they

should not return to such things and try to impose.

upon God’s forbearance and merciful goodness. If
they did, then they would be fully responsible forni-
cators, idolaters, sensual effeminates, sodomites,
ete., not excusable for ignorance. Paul therefore
says: “Know ye not that your bodies are the mem-
bers of Christ? shall I then take the members of
Christ, and make them the members of an harlot?
Gop roreip! What? know ye not that he which is
joined to an harlot.is one body? for two, saith he,
shall be one flesh. But he that is joined unto the
Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication. Every [other]
sin that a man doeth is without the body [or, outside
his body]; but he that committeth fornication sin-
neth against his own body,” by tying his body to a
sinner and making himself one flesh with such
sinner.—1 Cor. 6:15-18.

% What becomes very manifest from Paul’s argu-
ment is this: The purpose of God’s extending mercy
to persons who were ignorantly guilty of specific
sins before being reproved by the truth brought to
them is not that they could continue repeating such
sins in intentional self-indulgence and think God’s

31. What about those divorced and remarried before getting the truth?
32. Besides pointing to God’s mercy, what other reason was there
tor Paul to call attention to what sinners brethren had been?

33. What, then, does Paul's argument show is the purpose of mercy?
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mercy easily available for relief. Not at all! God’s
mercy is an incentive to righteousness, a spur to an
honest endeavor to live above sin and free from its
service. His mercy is given in order to put the conse-
crated person on his integrity thenceforth, and such
integrity he must keep by not returning to the filth
and service of sin, like the sow that goes back to
wallowing in the mire or the dog that laps up its
own vomit. The issue of integrity is set before the
receiver of God’s loving compassion. He now has
the opportunity to vindicate God’s dealings with him.
How? By proving the Devil a liar in saying that
God cannot by his mercy lift humankind out of sin
and have them ever thereafter hold fast to his right-
eousness.

% For that reason Paul called upon the Corinthian
church to purge out the fornicator that did not
appreciate this point. This man committed fornica-
tion with the wife of his own father, and now Paul
called upon the church to uphold and safeguard its
own integrity by putting this offensive, spiritually
dangerous person from their midst. His conduct was
not the fruit of God’s spirit, and the church must
seek to preserve the spirit of the Lord within it by
‘putting away from among themselves that wicked-
person’ and ‘keeping no company with him’.—1 Cor.
5:1-13.

* This action, it appears, had a wholesome effect
upon the professed Christian guilty of this vile con-
duct. It brought him to his senses. It made him real-
ize keenly the enormity of his sin and the greatness
of the grievance he had committed against the good
name of God and of Christ and against the purity
of God’s organization under Christ. It also made the
congregation rally to the cause of God’s righteous-
ness and thus clear itself of any appearance of con-
niving at the man’s fornication and indifferently
approving of it. If this man is the one Paul referred
to at 2 Corinthians 2:1-11, then he repented and
turned with great grief to Jehovah God for mercy
through Christ. Then Paul, who had himself tasted
of unspeakable mercy from God, exhibited mercy to
this repentant and disfellowshiped man. He called
upon the Corinthian congregation, all of whom had
become Christians through God’s mercy, to show
mercy to the repentant man and welcome him back
reformed to their midst. “For that individual, this
censure by the majority of you is punishment enough,
and so you must now turn around and forgive and
comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by his
remorse. So I beg you to restore him to his place in
your affections. For that is why I wrote you—to
find out how you would stand the test, and see if
you would obey me absolutely. When you forgive a

34. What did Paul call upon the Corinthians to do with the fornicator
among them, and why?

35. What effext did obedience to Paul's call have upon the fornicator
and the congregation? and what did Paul then recommend?
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man, I forgive him too. For anything I had to for-
give has been forgiven on your account, and as in
the very presence of Christ, to keep Satan from
getting the better of us. For we know what he is
after.”—An Amer. Trans.

“PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE”

*In 537 B.C. God restored a Jewish remnant
from captivity in idolatrous Babylon. He spoke of
it as a “brand plucked out of the fire”. (Zech. 3:2)
He might have destroyed them along with all the
Jewish nation, because the nation broke his covenant
repeatedly. But God was gracious enough to look
upon some persons of integrity and for that reason
he did not cast the entire nation away. He preserved
the faithful remnant for himself. That was true back
in the prophet Daniel’s day, and also in the days of
Jesus and his apostles. (Rom. 11:35) It is true also
in these days since the setting up of Jehovah’s king-
dom by Christ A.D. 1914. That year marked the
beginning of World War I. At its close in 1918 there
came forth only a remnant of devoted Christians
who offered themselves as Jehovalh’s witnesses and
took their stand wholly for his kingdom and began
preaching it to all nations as the one and only hope
for all men of good-will. During the first World War
those of this remnant had been guilty of considerable
religious folly and had therefore failed of their duty
in a serious way. But God read the hearts of this
faithful remnant and had mercy upon them and
spared them. In 1919 he freed them from captivity
and bondage to this world that they might serve as
his Kingdom witnesses on earth, in absolute sepa-
rateness from this world. Thus, figuratively speak-
ing, he restored them to their land or rightful place
on earth. Psalm 85:1-13 beautifully deseribes it in
this language:

* “LorD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land:
thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob. Thou
hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast
covered all their sin. ... Shew us thy mercy, O Loz,
and grant us thy salvation. I will hear what God the
Lorp will speak: for he will speak peace unto his
people, and to his saints: but LET THEM NOT TURN
AGAIN To FoLLY. Surely his salvation is nigh them
that fear him: that glory may dwell in our land.
Merey and truth are met together; righteousness
and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring
out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down
from heaven. Yea, the Lorp shall give that which is
good; and our land shall yield her increase. Right-
mdid God have mercy upon a remnant in ancient time and

also_since A.D. 1919?
37. How did Psalm 85 beautifully describe this?
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eousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the
way of his steps.”

s* Besides mercy, Jehovah God showed his rem-
nant glorious truths about his Kingdom now funec-
tioning through Christ. Why ? That they might there-
after prove themselves to be faithful servants of
integrity to God and to his kingdom of universal
sovereignty. That is why Psalm 85 warns those to
whom he has restored his peace, “Let them not turn
again to folly.” The peace of his approval and bless-
ing will abide with his forgiven and restored rem-
nant only so long as they do not turn back to reli-
gious and worldly folly.

*® Now we are in the postwar period following
World War II. The faithful remnant have survived
also this war under God’s marvelous protection. But
as to those associated with or identified with the
remnant a heart-searching question arises: Have
any of these come through this second World War
spotted and stained with folly engaged in during the
stress and pressure of a total war that regimented
the vast majority of the people? Despite all the
revelation of truth and counsel that were given in
between World War I and World War II, did any
yield to the worldly organization at war and conform
themselves to this world and turn aside from the
God-given commission to preach and serve God’s
kingdom¢? Doubtless some did. If so, then it is time
for such to confess to having put forth their hand
to iniquity and seek Jehovah’s forgiveness through
Christ and turn from such folly and now set them-
selves ‘determinedly to pursue the righteousness of
His kingdom. Faithful Daniel confessed the sin of
his people in hope of an early restoration of them to
God’s favor. He did not act self-righteous so as
not to include himself with the guilty nation of
Israel. (Dan. 9:1-19) In this course he is a faithful
example for all the humble ones of God’s remnant
and their good-will companions to follow in this time
of merey.

© Jehovah God will give that which is good to all
who repent and confess and convert to His ways in
these perilous times before Armageddon. He will
make even yet plainer what is the righteous standard
of his kingdom and of his new world before us, and
this righteousness will be a sure and safe guide for
us in the way of his steps. The way of his steps is
one of faithful integrity toward the righteousness of
His kingdom by Christ.

38 Wh

did God also show hls rempant glorious truths? and why
warn them not to turn again to folly?

39. In this period following World War II why is it time for some
to confess and turn framx folly?

40. What will Jehovah God do to those confessing and converting
to his ways?

Delight thyself also in Jehovah; and he will give thee the desires
of thy heart. Commit thy way unto Jehovah; trusi also in him,
and he will bring it to pass.—Psalm 37:4, 5, A.8.V.



LOVE TOWARD GOD AND MAN

Jerusalem lawyer approached him and put to him

this question: “Master, which is the great command-
ment in the law?$” meaning the law of Moses the mediator
between God and the nation of Israel. (Matt. 22: 85, 36)
As we listen for the answer, let us have in mind that God’s
law as embodied in this great commandment does not
change, and therefore the answer of Jesus to this question
relates itself to every ecreature of the human race that
hopes to get everlasting life, be it life in heaven or life on
earth. “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment.”
(Matt. 22:37, 38) Jesus’ words here show that God’s
commandment just stated is of first importance and is the
greatest commandment given, first in time and first to be
observed in order to please Jehovah God. What, then, is
meant by this term “love”}

Surely “love” could not mean sentimentality. Accord-
ing to the Scriptures it means an unselfish devotion to
Jehovah. It is the very opposite of selfishness. At 1 John
4:8, 16 it is written, “God is love,” because with God all
things are performed unselfishly. Since he is the One that
gives life to all creation, it is absolutely necessary for
living creatures to be in harmony with God and therefore
to be unselfishly devoted to God. As respects such crea-
tures God must be first in everything. There is no such
thing as “degrees of love” toward him. The one who loves
God must be wholly devoted to him, otherwise that one
is of a divided heart.

In distinction from the mind, the “heart” symbolically
stands for the seat of affections as well as of motive. There-
fore to love God with all the heart the creature’s affections
must be set upon God the Creator and there ecan be no
division of affections between the Creator and some crea-
ture. If any question arises that would tend to divide the
affections between the Creator and the creature, then the
person who pleases God must instantly decide in favor of
Jehovah God. Heart devotion must be to God above all.

As regards the soul with which one must love God, the
“soul” is the living creature himself, that is, the ereature
that breathes, moves and has an existence. “The first man
Adam was made a living soul.” (1 Cor. 15:45) And so
the eommandment that the creature must love the Creator
with all his soul means that his entire life must be devoted
to Jehovah God in love.

The commandment also is that the creature must love
God with all his mind. The “mind” is that faculty of the
creature with which he searches out the facts and ascer-
tains what is the will of God. So this part of the command-
ment means that one’s mind must be set upon asceriaining
God’s will and gladly doing it.

The supreme command, therefore, is that the creature
must love Jehovah God, that is to say, he must have an
unselfish desire to do God’s will, and then put forth his
very best endeavors to do the ascertained will of God. This
commandment is given to the creature for his benefit.
God’s law provides that only those who love him shall
receive his blessing of durable riches; and so it is for the
benefit of the creature that God requires that such erea-
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ture shall love Him. This brings no profit to Jehovah, but
it is the only means by which the creature can be the
recipient of God’s blessings.

How can a person prove to himself or to others that
he does love God and his Word? That question is answered
in therinspired Seriptures, at 1 John 5: 3, namely, that we
prove our love of God by keeping his commandments,
doing so gladly. Christ Jesus and his Father are always
in exact harmony or unity, and therefore the person who
loves Jehovah God loves Christ Jesus, because such is the
commandment of God. Said Jesus: “All men should
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father
which hath sent him.” “And again, when he bringeth in
the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him.” (John 5:23; Heb. 1: 6) This
first-begotten Son of God said to his apostles that had
agreed to do his will: “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
myself to him.” (John 14:15, 21) Jesus Christ is the
Executive Officer of Jehovah, and whatsoever command-
ments are given by the Lord Jesus are the commandments
of Jehovah God, the Father. Hence the one who loves God
and Christ will faithfully endeavor to obey the command-
ments of God through Christ.—John 14:24.

For no selfish reason nor because it would bring any
profit to Him Jehovah God has provided for mankind’s
salvation. His provision for man to live is wholly unselfish,
and aceordingly an expression of love. “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16) Clearly these words mean that
Jehovah God has provided that mankind may receive his
blessings provided that men believe in Christ Jesus and
obey him. Believing does not mean having merely a mental
conception, but it means that one has knowledge that
Jesus Christ is his Savior and that Jehovah God is the
Life-giver, and the believer confidently relies upon these
truths and honestly and sincerely endeavors to do God’s
will.

dehovah does not foree his blessings upon any creature.
All those who receive the riches of his blessings must
voluntarily comply with the rules that Jehovah has given
for man’s guidance. In answer to the question of that
Jerusalem lawyer Jesus stated more than the great com-
mandment; he named the second commandment. His
words are: “And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two command-
ments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22: 39,
40) No man would wish to do himself an injury, and so,
if he loves his neighbor or his fellow creature as himself,
then he will have no desire to do injury to his brother nor
will he make any effort to do so. He will treat his fellow
creature justly and with unselfish interest.

In another place in the Bible Jesus stated the rule:
“And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also
to them likewise.” (Luke 6:31) In yet another place Jeho-
vah God states the law that governs all creatures pleasing
him, on this wise: “And what doth the I.ORD require of
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thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God?’ (Mie. 6:8) He who keeps these
requirements of Jehovah God which conform to the great
commandment and its second will be pursuing the right
course, and this will gain for him the approval of the
Most High God. In doing what one believes to be right
a person cannot be guided merely by his conscience. If
his conscience condemns him, this is evidence that he is
wrong. (Rom. 2:15) At the same time he may conscien-
tiously be doing that which is wrong. The conscience of
man is not a safe guide unless that conscience is directed
exactly in harmony with God’s Word.

NO SELF-JUSTIFICATION TO LIFE

Let no man deceive himself or be deceived by thinking
that he can gain life everlasting if he does that which is
conscientiously correct to him. All men came under con-
demnation because the first man Adam did not love God
but sinned. The sentencing of Adam to death and the con-
demnation of all his imperfect, sinful offspring is entirely
just on God’s part. Jehovah God, in the exercise of love
and mercy, has now provided the way for mankind to be
relieved of the disability resulting from sin, and only
those who follow that way can be relieved of that dis-
ability. In order to receive God’s blessing man must do his
part as the Lord God has commanded. God’s offer is freely
made on such terms, as it is written, at Romans 5:18, 19:
“Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of
one [Jesus Christ] the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one [Jesus
Christ] shall many be made righteous.” The free gift is
there to be accepted on God’s terms.

It was Adam’s offense that resulted in his eondemnation
to death, The judgment was entered against him and
therefore he was the one sentenced to death. The effect or
result of that judgment of condemnation ecame upon all
men, for the reason that all are the desecendants of that man
Adam, and such since the judgment or sentence was entered
against him. Before any of his children were born he was
under sentence of death and was dying, and consequently
he could not transmit to his offspring perfect life and the
right to life. That is the reason why all are born in sin
and shaped in iniquity. (Ps. 51:5) All imperfect crea-
tures stand condemned by reason of this imperfection, and
God cannot approve an imperfeet thing. All imperfect
creatures, being born in sin, must ultimately die unless
some provision is made for them to have life. God has
made that very provision by and through his beloved Son,
who suffered death that men might have an opportunity
to live. This is God’s appointed way, and there is no other.
By the disobediénce of Adam many were made sinners,
and by the obedience of Jesus Christ unto death many,
that is to say, as many as believe on him and obey God’s
commandments, are made righteous, justified, and it is
only such that are in line to receive riches at God’s hands
forever.

Let us bear this in mind, that the blessings of God are
not for those who fail or refuse to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and to obey him and his God. Faith and
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obedience are conditions precedent to receiving the bless-
ings of God that make the creature rich. All of us were
born under condemnation, and there is only one way to
get out from under condemnation. Concerning this it is
written: “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36) God’s
wrath here means the condemnation resting upon all who
are sinners and who are alienated from God by reason
of sin. The only possible way for anyone to get out from
under that wrath or condemnation is by faith in the blood
of Jesus Christ and obedience. The plain words above are
that those who fail or refuse to believe after having an
opportunity shall not see life, but that such continue
under the wrath or condemnation of God. This is con-
clusive proof that the Savior’s ransom sacrifice does not
inure to the benefit of all creatures automatically, but
results beneficially only to those who exercise faith in
God and in Jesus Christ and who obey God’s Word. This
is not at all out of harmony with what is stated at
1 Timothy 2:5, 6, to wit: “The man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a ransom for all.” The ransom sacrifice here
refers to all believers for whom he mediates, and not to
all men regardless of their believing and entering the
covenant with God.

Let no man be deceived or be induced by others into
believing that he ecan ignore God’s appointed way for salva-
tion and at the same time receive God’s blessing. To follow
the teachings of imperfect men and rely upon them is
certain to lead one to disaster. For one to say he ean do
what he pleases or considers to be right and he will thus
be saved is worse than foolishness and is certain to result
in his destruction. Upon this point Proverbs 3:5, 6 is
very emphatie, to wit: “Trust in the Lorp with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direet thy paths.”
This shows that a man cannot lean to his own selfish
reasoning or understanding, but must be guided by the
Word of God; and if in all his ways he acknowledges
Jehovah and his Christ he is certain to be directed in the
right way. To acknowledge God in one’s ways means that
one will diligently search the Scriptures to find out God’s
ways and then obey him and will give God the honor and
credit for all things that he possesses.

Nor can one with safety say that he believes on the
Lord Jesus Christ and then fail to inform himself of the
will of God. He must know God’s will coneerning him in
order to do it. No one can trust in God and do the will
of God unless he is informed as to God’s will, and for
that reason the Lord has put in the way of men that are
searching for truth the Bible and its explanation, and this
furnishes a complete guide to the man of righteousness.
He must gain, therefore, a knowledge of the purpose and
will of Jehovah by applying his mind to the study of the
Bible. For this reason the man of God says, in the words
of Psalm 119:105: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.” The Lord God makes clear the
pathway of those who are diligent to do his will, and by
the light shed upon the pathway of such he may walk in
the way that is pleasing to the Lord God and thus show
his love toward God.
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It is written, at Psalm 24:1: “The earth is the Lorp’s
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell
therein.” That means that all riches are Jehovah’s. He
lovingly made the earth as a place for obedient man to
live upon, saying: “I have made the earth, and created
man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the
heavens, and all their host have I commanded. For thus
saith the Lorp that created the heavens; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he
created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I
am the Lorp; and there is none else.” (Isa. 45:12, 18)
The Lord God did not make the earth in vain. Earth will
abide forever, and it is the purpose of Jehovah God that
obedient men shall live on this earth.—Eecel, 1: 4.
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Those, and those only, who know God and Christ Jesus
as the Savior of mankind and who obey, are in line for
the great riches that God-has lovingly provided for man-
kind. All unloving, disobedient ones will go into everlast-
ing destruction. In God’s righteous new world there will
be no poverty in any sense, Persons now on earth who are
known as “men of good will” are in line to be made free
forever from poverty and to enter into everlasting riches.
It is therefore of vital importance to all sincere persons
to gain the kmowledge of God’s appointed way as briefly
described above. So doing they will know why there is so
much poverty now in the earth. They should know this, and
also learn His true and certain remedy to remove it and
fill earth with prosperity, peace and happiness.

JEHU, ZEALOUS EXECUTIONER

heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth

the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it.” (Isa. 55:10, 11) Fulfillment is accomplished in
different ways. Many times Jehovah uses imperfect men to
fulfill his word. Was it not so in the case of the divine judg-
ment against Ahab and Jezebel? Concerning Ahab and his
house Elijah pronounced: “Behold, I [Jehovah] will bring
evil upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away, and will
cut off from Ahab every man-child, and him that is shut
up and him that is left at large in Israel: and I will make
thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and
like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provo-
cation wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger, and hast
made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel also spake Jehovah, say-
ing, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel.”
(1 Ki. 21:21-23, Am. Stan. Ver.) When Elijah spoke thus
to King Ahab of Israel, a young soldier in the monarch’s
military escort heard. And he remembered. Many years
later he recalled this pronounced judgment when he
acted as executioner of it. (2 Xi. 9: 25, 26) This young man
was Jehu, and his later zeal as God’s executioner was out-
standing.

Jehu’s role as a bystander at the time Elijah foredoomed
Ahab’s house marks his earliest appearance, but previously
he had been singled out by name as an executioner of Baal-
worshipers. “Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to
be king over Israel: . .. And it shall come to pass, that
him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay,”
Jehovah instructed Elijah. (1 Ki. 19: 16, 17) However, the
anointing of Jehu as king over Israel did not come during
the prophetical service of Elijah, but waited till that proph-
et’s mantle rested on the shoulders of his successor Elisha.
Hence, it was many years later that Elisha beckoned one
of the sons of the prophets to him and said: “Gird up thy
loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to
Ramoth-gilead: and when thou comest thither, look out
there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and
go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and

¢ ﬁ S THE rain cometh down, and the snow from

carry him to an inner chamber; then take the box of oil,
and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the Loro, I
have anointed thee king over Israel.”’—2 Ki. 9:1-3.

‘Without delay the young prophet hastened along the
way to Ramoth-gilead where Jehu commanded the Israel-
ite armies holding off the aggressive hosts of Syria. Spying
Jehu in the midst of some officers, the prophet called him
over, took him into the house, and poured the anointing oil
on his head. From the lips of the young man Jehu heard
his commission from God: “Thus saith Jehovah, the God
of Israel, I have anointed thee king over the people of
Jehovah,.even over Israel. And thou shalt smite the house
of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my
servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of
Jehovah, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of
Ahab shall perish; and I will cut off from Ahab every man-
child . . . And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion
of Jezreel, and there shall he none to bury her.” (2 Ki.
9:4-10, Am. Stan. Ver.) On the heels of these words the
young prophet opened the door and fled.

“Is all well? wherefore came this mad fellow to thee!”
questioned Jehu’s companions when he returned to their
midst. Jehu first tried to brush aside the young man’s visit
as-of no consequence. But when they pressed him for an
answer, Jehu replied: “Spake he to me, saying, Thus saith
the Lorp, I have anointed thee king over Israel.” Immedi-
ately his companions rallied round him and hailed him with
trumpet blasts and the declaration, “Jehu is king!” Now,
this eannot be classed as an ambitious conspiracy on Jehu’s
part, or as any taking of unfair advantage against King
Joram of Israel, who had returned from the battlefront to
Jezreel to be healed of wounds. No, because the anointing
to kingship was not a fruitage of any of Jehu’s plotting,
but it came in fulfillment of the unvoidable word of -
Jehovah.—2 Ki, 9:11-15.

‘With zeal the new king took up his duties as executioner.
He took precautions against any pro-Ahab or pro-Baal
forces’ slipping out of thé camp and running to tell the
news of Jehu’s kingship in Jezreel, commanding his asso-
ciates: “Let none go forth nor escape out of the city to
go to tell it in Jezreel.”” A surprise visit to King Joram the
son of Ahab in Jezreel would favor a quick fulfillment of
Jehovah’s word and commission to execute the house of
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Ahab. Quickly Jehu mounted his chariot and whipped its
steeds along the road to Jezreel and King Joram. With
Joram was his nephew Ahaziah, king of Judah, who was
another evildoer in the sight of the Lord.

Jehu’s furious driving raised plenty of dust. And while
yet some distance from Jezreel, his oncoming company was
spied by lookouts. From the watchtower in Jezreel the
watchman warned: “I see a dust cloud.” This alerted
Joram, who commanded: “Take a horseman and send him
to meet them that he may say, ‘Is it peace ¥ >’ But when the
king’s messenger put this query to the newly anointed
Jehu he got the snappy reply: “What have you to do with
peace? Rein in behind me.” A second horseman dispatched
with the same question as to peace on his lips got the same
curt reply. Apprehension had risen in Jezreel. The watch-
man on the tower reported: “He came to them, but he does
not return; also the driving is like the driving of Jehu, the
son of Nimshi, for he is accustomed to drive furiously.”
Both Joram and Ahaziah sped out to meet Jehu, intercept-
ing him at the field of Naboth. As had the two horsemen
before him, Joram asked, “Is it peace, Jehu?” “How can
there be peace,” Jehu countered, “as long as the harlotries
of Jezebel your mother and her witcherafts are so many?”
In terrified flight and with the seream of treachery on his
lips, wicked Joram died as the racing arrow from execu-
tioner Jehu thudded into his back and came out his chest.
“Cast him into that portion of field belonging to Naboth,”
Jehu ordered as he recalled hearing Elijah declare God’s
judgment against Ahab’s house. Aghast, stunned, Ahaziah
recovered enough to flee. But Jehu’s pursuing company
inflicted a mortal wound that claimed the Judean king’s life
at Megiddo.—2 Ki. 9: 16-27, An Amer. Trans.

News of Joram’s death beat Jehu into Jezreel. As his
chariot rumbled alongside the palace walls Queen Jezebel
herself, studiously adorned and painted for effect, poked
her head from an upper window and shot an intimidating
question at Jehu that might well have shaken a man of
weaker nerves. But Jehu’s burning zeal would brook no
waste of time babbling with this champion of Baalism.
Ignoring her, he called out, “Who is on my side? who?”
Two or three eunuchs appeared in response. “Throw her
down!” The order rang clear, and the eunuchs threw her out
the window. Her blood spattered the wall and the horses,
and her life left her as Jehu’s war horses galloped over her
body. Any contemplated burial for Jezebel vanished when
a few minutes later all that was left of the wicked queen
was her skull, feet and palms of her hands. Dogs had ful-
filled Jehovah’s word against her.—2 Ki. 9: 30-37.

At this point Jehu controlled Jezreel, but the royal
family still resided in the capital city of Samaria. There
Ahab had seventy sons, They were a threat to the new king.
Moreover, they were living testimony that Jehu had not
fulfilled his commission to cut off the house of Ahab. His
first letter to the leaders in Samaria found them fearful to
fight. They declared themselves the servants of Jehu, and
in response to his second letter they sent the heads of
Ahab’s sons to Jehu in baskets. In two heaps these gruesome
objects were piled at the city gate, silent proclaimers that
Jehovah’s word does not return void. Ahab’s house was cut
off—2 Ki. 10: 1-11,

But with all this Jehu’s zeal was not quenched. En route
to Samaria he met forty-two brethren of Ahaziah king of
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Judah. These relatives and collaborators with Ahab’s house
were slain. On sped Jehu toward Samaria. Again his prog-
ress was interrupted, but not by connivers with Baalites
this time. Jonadab (Jehohadab) the son of Rechab was
coming to meet Jehu. Salutations over, Jehu found out
where Jonadab stood relative to the issue: ¢ ‘Is your heart
in accord with my heart, as mine is with yours¥ ‘It is,’
said Jonadab. ‘If it be, give me your hand,’ said Jehu.
So he gave him his hand and he took him up to him into
the chariot. ‘Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lorp,’
he said.” (2 Ki. 10:12-16, An Amer. Trans.) Jonadab wit-
nessed that zeal. Baalism felt it, and ecrumbled under it.
Jehu set in motion a daring subterfuge to sweep Baalism
from the land. “Ahab served Baal a little; but Jehu shall
serve him much.” After these words Jehu gathered all the
prophets and priests and worshipers of Baal unto a solemn
assembly. He was careful to exclude any servants of the
Lord. Then, with the Baal-worshipers corralled in their
temple, Jehu ordered his men to execute them all. The great
image of Baal was destroyed. The temple of Baal was
turned into a privy. What a humiliating blow to the
prestige of Baal!l-—2 Ki. 10:17-27.

‘What is that? Do some protestingly point to Jehu’s
failures and on that basis belittle and nullify his zealous
service? It is true that Jehu did not abandon the worship
of golden calves at Bethel and Dan. It is also true that he
did not walk wholly in the way or law of Jehovah God.
That is why the Lord permitted Syria to begin making
inroads on all the borders of Israel during Jehu’s reign.
It was the beginning of Israel’s end, and deterioration of the
kingdom proceeded at a hastened pace after Jehu died and
was buried in Samaria, after a reign of twenty-eight years,
from 909 to 881 B.C. Notwithstanding -all this, Jehu’s zeal
and faithfulness in executional service cannot be set aside
by such protests. For transgressions of God’s law and for
calf-worship Jehu must give account before God, as every
other imperfect creature must render account before his
Maker. But we should remember the commission to Jehu.
It was not to destroy calf-worship from Israel, but to cut
off the house of Ahab and root out Baalism from the land.
As far as that commission was concerned Jehu had God’s
approval. Jehovah said to Jehu: “Because thou hast done
well in exeenuting that which is right in mine eyes, and hast
done unto the house of Ahab aceording to all that was in
mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit
on the throne of Israel.” Jehovah rewarded Jehu for faith-
ful service—2 Ki. 10:28-36; 15:8-12.

The name “Jehu’” means “Jah is he”. Jehu in his role
of zealous executioner pictured primarily Christ Jesus,
whose zeal for God’s cause was a consuming force when he
was on earth. (Ps. 69:9) Associated with Christ Jesus in
the work of execution are his body-members upon earth in
these “last days”. Theirs is the privilege of declaring the
day of God’s vengeance, when the antitypical Ahab, Satan,
and his woman “Jezebel” or organization, along with their
offspring, will be cut off forever. Jehovah’s word concerning
the destruetion of Satan and his entire: organization has
gone forth. It will not return void. The dooming judgment
shall surely be executed with zeal by Christ Jesus the
Greater Jehu. And with zeal anointed Christians and
earthly “Jonadab” companions will econtinue to forewarn of
the coming execution.
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THIRST AND ZEAL FOR THE TRUTH (MILAN, ITALY)

“A cold winter day. Milano was experiencing its worst
snowstorm of the season, when two young men knocked on
the door of the Watch Tower Society’s Italian Branch
office. They wanted to see the ‘director’, they said, and
upon being shown into the office they immediately began
to ask questions on the Bible. They had come all the way
from Trieste (about 14 hours by train) to make a personal
contact with Jehovah’s witnesses. All they knew was what
they had read in one of Pastor Russell’s books and what
had been told to them by another person of good-will in
their city, However, this had been enough to get them out
of the Adventist religion and now they wanted to drink
more deeply of the waters of truth. They were sure they
had now found the true way to serve Jehovah. They
obtained the Society’s address in Milan from an invoice
of literature that had been sent to this other person of
good-will. So, just as soon as they knew Jehovah’s wit-
nesses were officially established in Italy, they left every-
thing and hastened to Milan. To make such a trip was a
great sacrifice, since their income as trolley conductors
was meager. Their questions flew fast and thick. They
wanted to know about the sabbath, the law of Moses, the
resurrection, Armageddon, the millennial rule of Christ,
the Theocracy, and many other things, which we were able
to answer, thanks to the ‘meat in due season’ the Lord
has been providing in the pages of The Watchtower.
Immediately they subseribed for The Watchtower and
wanted all the publications available in Italian. When
they heard that the book ‘Let God Be True’ was not avail-
able in Italian, they were disappointed. What was being
done to get it translated? they wanted to know. So they
took an English copy we had on hand and said they would
see what they could do to get it translated.

“The afternoon passed in this manner. Naturally we
invited them to stay for supper. Now they said they would
have to hasten to get the train back to Trieste which was
leaving that night, but their faces showed a desire to stay
with us and feed more on spiritual food. They wondered,
Would it be possible to stay overnight? They would be
glad to sleep on the floor, or even sit up all night! We
had an extra bed, but not enough blankets. We had
recently arrived from America and were not quite settled
yet. But these thirsty sheep were determined to quench
their thirst in spite of personal inconveniences. The rest
of the evening passed in telling them all about the Cleve-
land convention (August, 1946), the defeat of persecution
in Ameriea, and the blessings of the Lord upon His people.
The next morning they were up early, to learn more.
They had been thinking, What could they do to become
Jehovah’s witnesses? How could they co-operate with the

Society in the work of gospel-preaching? They wanted to
become publishers right away, and were anxious to go
back to Trieste and tell their families, friends and all
others who would hear the truth. They begged the Branch
servant to come to Trieste and help them organize for
field service. They assured us there were many more
people there who would be glad to study the Bible with
them. Soon it came time for them to take the afternoon
train back to Trieste, and the parting was indeed like that
of old friends. Tears were in their eyes as they bid us

good-bye. It was hard for them to express their apprecia-
tion to Jehovah for His kindness in leading them to us
to be fed with the bread of life. Their suitcases contained
all the books they could carry. As we waved good-bye we
knew we would see them again. There is work to be done
in this religionized land. There are many more sheep like
these, who will be used by Jehovah to declare His name
and make glad the good people of Italy.”

MEET AGAIN AT GLAD NATIONS THEOCRATIC ASSEMBLY

“About six or seven months after our arrival in Puerto
Rico we became acquainted with a young Puerto Rican girl
through a neighbor lady. The young girl was in great
distress. Her father was sick, her mother was living in the
United States, her younger brother for whom she felt
responsible was wayward and she was forced to live with
a very religious and goatish aunt. We could not visit the
girl in her aunt’s home because the aunt did not want to
have anything to do with those Americanos; she would
prefer to have her niece associate with the soldiers and
sailors than with us. So the young girl would come down
and visit with us unknown to her aunt. She would occasion-
ally attend a Watchtower study and service meeting. On
April 9, 1945, when we had our first Puerto Rican conven-
tion Gladys went out in the street advertising the lecture,
‘The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth.” While doing so, she
met her aunt face to face. The aunt was greatly humiliated,
and from then on it was no more association with those
testigos de Jehovd at all. Shortly afterward she moved to
the States, but before leaving we supplied her with the
address of the Society. Last Friday (August 2) the day
before the opening of the Glad Nations Theocratic Assem-
bly in Cleveland, Ohio, I was walking down the ramp into
the Mall. T heard a voice call my name, and a young girl
came running toward me. I did not recognize her instantly,
until she asked me if I remembered her from Puerto Rjco.
She said: ‘Emil, I’m in the truth now. I attended the Balti-
more convention, and now I am here. I also have one book
study of my own in English’ You ean imagine how sur-
prised and thrilled I was. In Puerto Rico almost all have
the desire that sometime in their life they might come to
the States. So we have lost many, many of our promising
students when they would move away. Now that we have
seen this young girl come into the truth after she had left
down there, we have the satisfaction of kmowing that the
others, if they are really sheep, will be taken care of like-
wise. And they, too, may soon be rejoicing with His people.”
—Missionary graduate of Watchtower Bible School.

“] ASKED TO SEE THE MANAGER

of the factory. The foreman of the works was ushered into
the office. I acquainted him with the special offer of
17 booklets. He said: “Yes, I will have a set. In fact, two
or three” He rang another department and requested two
men to come without delay. Meantime he contributed for
his own set. When they arrived, he introduced me. While
1 was talking to the two boys, he went into the factory,
and before long I had an audience of nine men, all sent
by the foreman. The result: five sets of seventeen booklets
and two sets of seven. A few minutes later, the works
manager came in, and the foreman introduced me. I placed
more booklets.”—Queensland, Anstralia.
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