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"And all thy children shall be taug~t of Jehovah; a.nd 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." - Isaiah.; 4:I.J. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to 

everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of 
Ute to his creatures ; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent In creating all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the Issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for 
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of A.dam's wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus ls the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers ot Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovah's 
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it 
ls to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's unmterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has ~en placed by Jehovah upon the 
throne, bas ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
ne:s:t great act is to destroy Satan's organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth ; and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will survivmg Armageddon will carry out the 
divine mandate to "fill the earth" with righteous offspring, and 
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities 
of life on earth. 

"SHINING IN THE KINGDOM" TESTIMONY PERIOD 
April, set aside as "Shining in the Kingdom" Testimony Period, 

will close the four-month-long subscription campaign for the 
magazines The Watchtower and Awake! Seeing that both these 
magazines are published in many languages, those of many nations 
wanting to let shine the light of God's kingdom as reflected on the 
pages of said magazines will be able to offer them both together 
along with two premium books published by our Society. They will 
continue to make this joint offer at the regular subscription rate 
of $2.00. New ones desiring to participate, write for information. 

MEMORIAL CELEBRATION 
The time for observing the Memorial this year will be after 

sunset or after 6 p.m., Standard Time, of Sunday, April 6. Eacli 
company of Jehovah's witnesses should meet that night at an 
annot iced hour, both those of the anointed remnant and all per­
sons of good-will. Before those of the remnant partake of the 
Memorial emblems, some competent brother should present a 
brief speech extemporaneously or read some pertinent paragr11.phs 
from the most up-to-date Watchtower articles on the subject. As 
ahown in the February 15, 1947, issue of The Watch.tower both 
emblems should be served together, seeing that the partaking of 
the broken unleavened bread and the red wine together show 
forth the one thing. All companies meeting together in observ­
ance of the Memorial will please report to this office, stating tlre 
total attendance and indicating the number of partakers. Song 
and prayer should close the observance. 

lTS MISSION 

THIS journal ls published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other llterature to aid in such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the S<:rlptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or 
other worldly organizations. It ls wholly and without reservation 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
rt is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination 
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not Indulge 
In controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

Notfctl to S.ibacribera: Remittancea should be sent to office In your 
country In compliance with regulations to guarantee sate delivery ot 
money, Remittances are accepted at Brooklyn from countries where no 
office is located, by international money order only. SubscripUon rates in 
different countries are stated below ln local currency. :lfotice of upiratlon 
(with renewal blank) ls sent at leut two lssuefl before subscription 
expires. Change of addreaa when sent to our oftice may be expected 
effective Within one month. Send your old aa well aa new addresa. 

Please address the Watch Tower Society 1D every case. 

Offices Yearly Subscription Rate 
A.mmca (U.S.), 117 Adaillll St., Brooklyu l, N. Y. $1.00 
A.uatralia, 7 Beresford Rd., Stratbtleld, N. S. W. Gs 
Brltiah Weat Itldiea, 21 Taylor St., Port of Spain, Trinidad $1.:!0 
Canada, 40 Irwin Ave., Toronto 5, Ontatio $1.00 
England, 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2 1111 
India, 167 Love Lane, Bombay 27 :as. 3/6 
Jamaica, 151 King St., Kingston Se 
Ne111 Zealand, G. P. o. Box 30, Wellingtnn., IJ.1 6s 
PMUppine Islanlh, 2621 Int Z Henan. Santa Alla. Man\'la $2.00 
South Africa, 623 Boston House, Cape Town lie 

Translations ot this journal appear in JDanY languages. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason ot in­
ftrmlty, poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price mny 
haYe The Watchtower free upon written application to the publishers, 
made once each year, stating the reason for so requesting It. We are 
glad to thus aid the needy, but the written app1lcat1on once each year 
Is required by the postal regulations. 

Printed tn the United States ot A.mertca 

Entered <U aecond--0/<Ua matter at the voat olllee at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
"nder the A.ct of March S, 1819. 

LONDON CONVENTION 

Earls Court, London, has been booked for the national con­
vention from July 3 to 6, at which the Society's president, 
N. H. K;iorr, and other official representatives from .America will 
serve on the program. Announcement of this is here made in 
brief in order that the British brethren and foreign brethren 
may make the earliest arrangements· to be in attendance. Further 
information will be published in due course. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of May 4:: "Resurrection to a New World," 
1f 1-21 inclusive, The W atchtO'Wer .April 1, 1947. 
Week of May 11: "Resnrreetion. to a New World," 
1f 22-41 inclusive, The Watchtower April 1, 1947. 

NATIONAL .ASSEMBLY OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

.A.t the Cleveland assembly, the pr.esident of the Society, 
N. H. Knorr, told Uie brethren of tile plan& for a convention in 
Cali.fomia. in l!J4:1, following his world~ We are now pleased 
to- say that this will be- held in Califomia, with assembly in 
Wrigley Field, .Augnst. 13 to 17, inclusive, Los Angeles being the 
eity. Brethren making plans to go should arrange their vacations 
accordingly. Later announcement will be made as to rooming and 
other information. This notice now will aid tliose who plan to 
attend the California assembly to make their arrangements well 
in advance. 
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RESURRECTION TO A NEW WORLD 
"He has fixed a day on which he will judge the world justly by a man whom he has destined for this. 

And he has given proof of this to all by raising him from the dead."-Acts 17: 31, Moffatt. 

JEHOVAH God, in building the promised new 
world of righteousness, has control over whom to 
resurrect from the dead and when to resurrect 

them. He observes order· with regard to the resur­
rection. The foUlldation member of the new world 
is his firstborn Son, the :Messiah. Jehovah guaran­
teed the coming of that desirable world by raising 
the :Messiah out from a martyr's death and exalting 
him to sit down at His right hand in the highest 
heavens. Once upon a time King David on his throne 
at Jerusalem wrote concerning this and said: "Jeho­
vah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool. Jehovah 
will send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: 
Rule thou in the midst of thine enemies."-Ps. 
110: 1, 2, Am. Stan. T1 er. 

2 This One, whom King David under divine inspi­
ration called "my Lord", will be Jehovah's King over 
the new world. In this royal capacity he will be the 
Judge, and by him Jehovah God will judge both the 
living and the dead. He has the power of endless life, 
irrunortality, and therefore God has said to him: 
"Thou art a priest FOR EVER after the order of :Mel­
chizedek." (Ps. 110: 4) A new world without end 
under an immortal King is fully possible and is on 
the way. The judgment of the dead as well as the 
living is unavoidable, and that carries along with it, 
necessarily, the resurrection of the dead that are in 
the graves. 

3 In his :firstborn Son, who became the :Messiah, 
the great Creator laid the foundation of the universe 
that has been created, visible and invisible. This is 
true because his :firstborn Son was the first of God's 
creations. Then with him as His active agent God 
went on to--ereate everything else that has been 
brought into existence. He was the "beginning of the 
creation of God", not that he was the author of 
creation, but that he was the first one whom God 
made and whom God made without the co-operation 
of anyone else. (Rev. 3: 14) So it is but reasonable 
~at miracle did Jehovah guarantee the coming of the new worl.d? 
2. Whom will Jehovah's King judge? and what does this necessarily 

3~rWh~
1
~~gth~itfou~datlon of the new world? and Is it reasonable for 

such one to be that? 
99 

that with this same one Jehovah God should start 
the new world of righteousness to replace the "pres­
ent evil world" of his enemies. For the sake of the 
righteous new world God's firstborn Son presented 
himself in sacrifice and submitted to a violent death 
on earth, and for this reason he is honorably called 
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world". 
(Rev. 13: 8) With him as the new world's founda­
tion, the proposed world is sure to be righteous and 
ever faithful to Jehovah God. 

'.Altogether rightly, then, God raised him up 
out of death and exalted him to position higher than 
what he had had before since the time of his creation. 
It is now written of this highly_ exalted Son: "Who is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature: for by him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principal­
iti€s, or powers: all things were created by him, and 
for him: and he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist. And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all things he might have the pre­
eminence."-Col. 1: 15-18. 

5 Jesus Christ was the first one to be distinguished 
with a resurrection to everlasting life. This makes 
his resurrection different from that of the sons of 
certain women of old times before Christ. Those 
women "received their dead by a resurrection" at the 
hands of the prophets Elijah and Elisha. (Heb. 
11: 35, Am. Stan. Ver.) The sons of these women 
were not resuscitated to everlasting life, but died off 
in the course of time, because Jesus Christ had not 
yet become the ''Lamb slain" that takes away the sin 
of the world. They were still subject to death. But 
concerning Jesus Christ the facts are that "Christ 
being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 
hath no more dominion over him".-Rom. 6:9. 

e Even before his own death and resurrectior. 
Jesus Christ raised several persons to life. These 
4. To that end what did Jehovah do In that one's behalf' 
5. How Is his resurrection dltferent from that or the sons of certain 
women In anc1~nt times? 
6 How was Jesus' being raised to life dltferent from that of those 
whom he or hi• disciples raised to life? 
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were J airus' daughter, who had died just before 
Jesus' arrival; the widow of Nain's son, who was 
being carried to the burial place when J ~sus stopped 
the funeral procession ; and the brother of Mary and 
:Martha, namely, Lazarus, who had been dead four 
days and whose body had begun to stink in its stone­
covered cave. Jesus sent out his twelve apostles to 
preach and to heal, commanding them also to "raise 
the dead". When sending word to John tpe Baptist 
in prison Jesus gave as one of the proofs that he was 
the One sent of God the fact that the dead resurged 
or were "raised up". All those raised up by him or 
his disciples returned to corruption and the dust of 
the earth. "But he, whom God raised again, saw no 
corruption. And as concerning that he raised him up 
from the dead now no more to return to corruption, ' . he said on this wise, I will give you the sure mercies 
of David. Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, 
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corrup­
tion.'' That is the apostle Paul's declaration at Acts 
13: 37 34 35. Jesus thus could speak of himself as 
"the ftrst 'and the last, which was dead, and is alive". 
He said: "I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of death.''-Rev. 2: 8; 1: 18. 

1 For such reasons }.loses and the other prophets 
were correct in foretelling what should happen, 
namely, "that the Christ must suffer, and that, by 
being the first to rise from the dead, he would pro­
claim light.'' (Acts 26: 22, 23, Rev. Stan. Ver.) Also 
the apostle John correctly dec!ared th~t his m~ssage 
was from "Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
and the first begotten of the dead". (Rev. 1: 5) He 
was the first and the last to rise by God's direct 
power without the intervention of any creature. He 
has the pre-eminence as to the miracle of the resur­
rection, and his was the beginning of the "first resur­
rection", in which Christians share.-Rev. 20: 5, 6. 

IS THE SAME BODY RAISED? 

8 After being raised from the dead and from hell 
(the grave), the first t?ing J e~us .Pr?ceeded to do 
was to show himself alive to lns disciples by many 
infallible proofs, and to speak further t? them per­
tainin O" to the kingdom of God. To do this he had to 
appea~ in a visible material body for their eyes to 
see. Ho\vever, b3· so doing he \VaR not trying to prove 
he had reassumed that fleshly body that he had laid 
down in ·tleath as a· sacrifice. He once said that he 
was the bread from heaven and that the bread which 
he would give for the life of the new world was his 
flesh which was "meat indeed", or real food. Hence 
he w~uld not mock the world by taking his flesh back 
and leaving them to die, but would let his flesh 
remain as a sacrifice forever. Then the world could 

~taen, does lie ha.-e pre-eminence a• to resurrection? 
8. Why at resurrection did he not reassume his former human body? 

feed on its value and could gain everlasting life. By 
sacrificing his flesh, he could ascend to heaven and 
present the value of his human life as a r:insom pr.ice 
for all those of mankind who should believe on him. 
-Acts 1: 1-3; John 6: 51-58; Heb, 9: 24-26. 

9 During the forty days between his arising from 
death and his ascending to heaven Jesus was invisi­
ble to his disciples most of the time. WhyT Because 
he had returned to- the spirit realm or life. Peter, 
who saw Jesus during these forty days, tells us he 
was put to death in the flesh and made alive, no, not 
again in the flesh, but "in the spirit''." For this reaso? 
Jesus' disciples could not see him unless he mam­
fested himself. (1 Pet. 3: 18, Douay Version) As 
Paul says in the fifth chapter of his second epistle 
to the Corinthians, the "earthly house of this habi­
tation" had been "dissolved" in the case of Jesus, 
that his human life might remain as a sacrifice. 
When Jesus appeared to his disciples behind closed 
doors or elsewhere, he materialized human bodies 
and the new clothing upon them, in order to let them 
see an outward manifestation of him and converse 
with him. Having been impaled on the tree at Cal­
vary, he had the right, on at least two occasi~ns, to 
materialize bodies like the one in which he died on 
the tree. For anyone else of the spirit world to 
materialize such a body would have been a fraud. 
When he appeared to his disciples, the bodies they 
saw were bodies of flesh and bone, and not a so­
called "ghost". When Jesus vanished from their 
sight, he dissolved those bodies and became unseen 
to them as a spirit. 

10 Those disciples could not see the glorious spirit­
ual body with which God raised Jesus from the dead. 
From his appearances in flesh-and-bone bodies the 
religionists are wholly in error in thinking _and 
teaching that the resurrected Jesus has been destmed 
through all eternity to parade around in heaven such 
a body marked with unhealing scourge-~our:ds ~nd 
with gaping nail-holes and spear-gash m his side. 
Ordinarily, wounds constantly open would gangrene; 
and to keep them open forever would be contrary to 
the self-healing power of live flesh. Such a body 
would not be a glorious body worthy of faithful 
Jesus; and to require him to wear it to all eternity 
would be humiliating him, not glorifying him. (1 Pet. 
1: 21) In such a body he could not be the "express 
image" of his heavenly Father's person, but would 
be forever the express image of a condemned crimi­
nal slave whom Rome had put to open shame on a 
tree. (Heb. 1: 3) Furthermore, such a bruised body 
of flesh and blood would be an impossible thing in 
the heaven of God's presence. The apostle Paul, in 

~was he unseen to his disciples most o! the time, and how rtid 
he manifest hlmsel! to them on occablons? 
10. Why are religionists in error In thinking Je•us must pnraue around 
his crucified body In heaven to all eternity? 
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his discussion of the resurrection, straightly tells us 
that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God". No man, who is flesh and blood, can see Jeho­
vah God and live. (1 Cor. 15: 50; Ex. 33: 20) Hence, 
when Jesus was seen by his disciples to ascend from 
the mount of Olives east of Jerusalem and to dis­
appear into the heavens, it was because he dissolved 
the material body in which he had been visible to 
them for the occasion.-Acts 1: 1-9. 

11 Jesus' ascension and disappearance was like 
that of the angel that appeared to Samson's father 
and mother; concerning which we read·: "It came to 
pass, when the flame we~t up toward heaven from 
off the altar, that the angel of Jehovah ascended in 
the flame of the altar: and Manoah and his wife 
looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. 
But the angel of Jehovah did no more appear to 
Mano ah or to his wife. Then Mano ah knew that he 
was the angel of Jehovah." (Judg. 13: 20, 21, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Having disappeared from his disciples' 
eyes, Jesus ascended invisibly as a glorified spirit 
to the heavenly presence of his Father, Jehovah 
God. In harmony with this fact, the angels that 
appeared in human bodies to the watching disciples 
did not say that this same Jesus would so come back 
again in like body as they had seen him go up into 
heaven. The angels said he would come again ''in like 
manner", that is, unobserved by the world at large, 
for the world will visibly see him in flesh no more. 
-Acts 1: 10, 11; John 14: 19. 

12 In answer to the question concerning the Chris­
tian dead, "How are the dead raised up~ and with 
what body do they come 1" Paul replied: "Thou fool! 
that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it 
die: and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that 
body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of 
wheat, or of some other grain: but God giveth it a 
body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his 
own body .... So also is the resurrection of the 
dead." Just as Jesus was put to death in a fleshly 
body but was made alive in a spiritual body, so it is 
true of the company of his faithful followers, his 
church: "It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 
spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is 
a spiritual body." (1 Cor. 15: 35-44) The members 
of the Christian church have had only fleshly, natural 
bodies upon this earth, and the reason for their 
transfol'-mation or change in the resurrection is this: 
Jehovah God begot them by his spirit to become 
spiritual children of his and he set a heavenly inher­
itance in reserve for them. Hence in order for them 
to inherit the heavenly in11eritance Jehovah God by 
Christ Jesus raises them as a spiritual body in the 
resurrection so that they are like their glorified 

11. How, then, did Jesus ascend to heaven, and how will he eome again? 
12. How are the members of the Christian church raised In the 
resurrection, and why? 

Head, Christ Jesus. So it is one's destiny that deter­
mines what kind of body a person will have in the 
resurrection; and God will give each individual 
person the body that it pleases him to give as 
Creator. 

u Jesus' identity in the resurrection was not 
dependent upon his having the same body in which 
he died on earth as a man. Likewise, his being the 
same only-begotten Son of God while on. earth was 
not dependent upon his having the same body that 
h{l had had in heaven from the time he was created 
as "the beginning of the creation of God". So, while 
down here on earth as a man with a fleshly organism, 
he could say, "Before Abraham was [nineteen cen­
turies previously], I am." Very evidently, then, what 
made this only begotten Son the same person, both 
after he laid aside his heavenly glory and became 
man, and then after he sacrificed his human nature 
and was resurrected to spirit life once more and for­
ever, was the preserving of his personality. In the 
resurrection Jehovah God recreated the personality 
of Jesus. That included all the qualities of per­
fected obedience and fully tested integrity that 
Jesus had acquired through his faithful course on 
earth. It included all his memories of his existence 
clear through his earthly life and all the way back 
through his prehuman life in heaven. The body that 
Jesus got in the resurrection was the one that 
pleased his Father Jehovah, and the Holy Scrip­
tures assure us that it is more glorious and exalted 
than what he had before he became man. 

14 Speaking of the resurrection of Christ's follow­
ers who compose his church, the apostle Paul says 
they will be changed: ''We shall all be changed." Not 
by an evolutionary process, but "in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trum­
pet [God's signal] shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For 
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality''. (1 Cor. 15: 51-53) 
The human body is not immortal, and this fact in 
itself is proof that in the church's resurrection they 
do not experience any so-called "resurrection of the 
body" by a reunion of their soul and former human 
bodies. In the resurrection the faithful church is 
given the reward of immortality, the same as Jesus 
was given it at his resurrection. They are given it in 
spirit bodies invisible, so that their resurrection is 
invisible to human eyes, as Jesus' was. The apostle 
Paul says here: "And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit." (1 Cor. 15: 45) The first 
Adam was created a living soul or human creature. 
However, this last Adam, who is Jesus Christ, was 
not made a human creature at his resurrection but 

13. How, despite the resurrection body, was Jesus• Identity preserved? 
14. In the resurrection how are the church changed, and like whom? 



102 She WATCHTOWER BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

was made a spirit, which fact accounts for his 
invisibility. 

15 Likewise with the church of which Jesus Christ 
is the heavenly Bridegroom. The personality of each 
member is combined with the resurrection body that 
God is pleased to give, and thus each Christian is 
recreated. They are not recreated as living human 
souls like Adam their earthly forefather. Not at all; 
for these Christians were begotten by God's spirit 
to a spiritual inheritance and were given the condi­
tional right to heavenly life, dependent on their 
faithfulness to God down to the death. For this we 
call Peter to our support, who writes to these Chris­
tians: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope [or, 
living hope] by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and unde­
filed, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you." (1 Pet. 1: 3, 4) Hence, in the church's 
resurrection, God gives the faithful members thereof 
a life and body in harmony with the heavenly spirit­
ual hope to which they were begotten. At the same 
time he recreates their personality with all the faith­
ful Christian qualities that they acquired on earth 
by fallowing Jesus' footsteps. In that way they are 
the same persons in spite of not being resurrected 
with the same bodies in which they were martyred 
on earth. 

16 To such ones the apostle Paul's words, at Philip­
pians 3: 20, 21, are now directed: "For our citizen­
ship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the 
body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subject all things unto 
himself."-.Am. Stan. Ver.; Diaglott. 

TIME OF RESURRECTION 
11 Almighty God, by his power through Jesus 

Christ, will raise all the dead in the graves, includ­
ing the Christian church. "God moreover hath both 
raised up the Lord, and will raise us up from among 
the dead through his power." (1 Cor. 6: 14, Rother­
ham) When is this to be~ The prophet Daniel was 
told he would stand up for his lot in the new world 
"at the end of the days"; and Jesus told his disciples, 
four times in one discourse, that he would raise the 
dead "at llie last day". For instance, he said: ''Whoso 
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at the last day. No man 
can come to me, except the Father which hath sent 
me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
... every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 

Hi. Though changed, how is the church's Identity preserved? 
16. How does Paul refer to their change, at Philippians 3: 20, 21? 
17. At what time, according to Daruel and Jesus and Paul, is this 
resurrection to be? 

him, may have everlasting life : and I will raise him 
up at the last day." (John 6 : 54, 44, 40, 39) This 
makes it certain that, down to the said ''last day", 
the faithful ones of the Christian church did not go 
to heaven instantaneously at their death in the flesh, 
but they slept in death in the grave waiting for Jesus 
to restore them to life by his God-given power and 
authority. Paul did not expect to go to heaven any 
sooner than that, for he himself said nineteen cen­
turies ago: ''I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appearing." -2 Tim. 
4: 6-8; 1 Pet. 4: 5. 

19 In that connection Paul tells us when that day 
of getting one's reward at the hands of the Judge 
appointed by Jehovah God will be. A few verses 
earlier Paul says: ''I charge thee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the 
quick [the living] and the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom." (2 Tim. 4: 1) Before the dead are 
raised from their graves God's kingdom must be 
established and his Judge Jesus Christ must be 
installed upon the judicial bench. The need of the 
Kingdom to be in operation is further proved, at 
Revelation 11: 15-19, by these words: "And there 
followed great voices in heaven, and they said, The 
kingdom of the world [the new world] is become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: and he shall 
reign for ever and ever .... We give thee thanks, 0 
Lord God the Almighty, who art and who wast; 
because thou hast taken thy great power, and didst 
reign. And the nations were wroth, and thy wrath 
came, and the time of the dead to be judged, and the 
time to give their reward to thy servants the proph­
ets, and to the saints, and to them that fear thy 
name, the small and the great; and to destroy them 
that destroy the earth. And there was opened the 
temple of God that is in heaven; and there was seen 
in his temple the ark of his covenant."-.Am. Stan. 
Ver. 

1~ At that time is when Jesus Christ comes, that 
is, comes into possession of the Kingdom, and J eho­
vah sends the rod of his power out of the heavenly 
capital, Zion, and makes this earth feel its power. 
Those Christians who survive on earth till that 
wondrous time are not at once taken to heaven to 
reign with Christ in the Kingdom. Such surviving 
Christians on earth have a work to do on earth then. 
What it is Jesus told us in his prophecy on the sign 

18. What must be already established and in operation when such 
resurrection tues place, and what. 1crlptnres show it? 
1.9. How does Chrillt "come" then, and why are the "dead in Christ" 
raised before the Christian remnant surviving on earth? 
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by which we should know we have reached the "end 
of the world" and are in its "time of the end", 
namely: "This gospel of the kingdom [established] 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end [the finale of this 
time of the end] come." In the preceding sentences of 
his prophecy Jesus foretold how the nations would 
at that same time be wroth or angry, fighting nation 
against nation and kingdom against kingdom and 
hating and persecuting his faithful followers in an 
effort to destroy them. (Matt. 24: 7-14) We have 
reached such events. We are now living in the days 
of the Christian remnant. Hence the dead Christians 
in the graves must be raised in a spiritual resurrec­
tion to heavenly life and immortality before ever 
this surviving remnant on earth will finish their 
earthly course, die and be raised to life immortal 
in the heavens. This is God's announced time-order 
and arrangement. In proof, we quote from 1 Thessa­
lonians 4: 13-17 : 

20 "We would like you, brothers, to understand 
about those who are asleep in death; you must not 
grieve for them, like the rest of men who have no 
hope. Since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, then it follows that by means of Jesus God 
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
For we tell you, as the Lord has told us, that we the 
living, who survive till the Lord comes, are by no 
means to take precedence of those who have fallen 
asleep. The Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a loud summons, when the archangel calls and 
the trumpet of God sounds ; the dead in Christ will 
rise first, and then we the living, who survive, will 
be caught up along with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so we shall be with the Lord 
for ever."-Moffatt. 

21 Of course, the Lord's descent is in spirit, and 
hence unseen, quiet, and undiscerned by any except 
his faithful followers. It is therefore "in like manner" 
as when he ascended to heaven. Christ Jesus, as 
Chief of the angels accompanying him at his descent, 
is plainly that "archangel". He is exalted far above 
them all as the Chief Messenger of God. The dead in 
Christ hear the "loud summons" to awake and rise 
to heavenly life in the spirit. What form the trumpet 
sound of God takes for them we do not know, but 
they hear it, together with the archangel's call. We 
Christian survivors also hear the loud summons and 
the archangei's call and the sound of this last trum­
pet. How1 Through the fulfilled and revealed Word 
of God and \vith the hearing of faith in that Word. 
(Gal. 3: 2; Heb. 4: 2) Because we thus hear, we obey 
the Lord's Word detailing to us what the surviving 
Christians must do at this "time of the end". With 

20. With what accompanying events wm the Lord Jesus descend? 
21. (a) How are the archangel's call, the loud summons and the trump 
of Goel heard? ( b) How has the Lord descended, and do we see It? 

eyes of faith we see that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
descended by turning his attention downward to this 
earth as the scene of action and then proceeding to 
order and direct the things that are to be done here 
at this earth. We discern his descent in the light of 
the prophecies which are going into fulfillment. He 
is at the opened temple of God in heaven, judging, 
and in view of the anger of the nations he prepares 
to "destroy them that destroy the earth" at the final 
war of Armageddon, which is now shaping up. 

22 At his ascension to heaven nearly two thousand 
years ago the Lord Jesus was in the air and the 
cloud hid him from the disciples' view or "received 
him out of their sight", rendering him invisible. Now 
at his descent his being in the invisible air and with 
clouds symbolizes that he is invisible to human eyes. 
Hence the meeting of the risen Christians with him 
up there is an event undetected by the eyes of men 
on this earth. Likewise the meeting with him by the 
surviving Christians of today after their death and 
immediate resurrection from the dead is invisible. 
It is a meeting with the Lord and Judge at his 
temple in heaven, which is unseen to men's eyes. 
Accordingly, today's Christians, when experiencing 
their resurrection change to heavenly life and activi­
ty with Jesus Christ at his temple, are "caught up" 
away from life and service on earth. Then their 
eternity of companionship and fellowship ... vith him 
in heaven begins. True, these survivors do not get 
off this earth as soon as the resurrected Christian 
dead, because the dead in Christ are first to rise. Yet 
the union of these surviving Christians with him 
after their :finishing of his work on earth occurs "at 
the same time" as the resurrected Christians meet 
him. How so T Because it occurs in this same time­
period, "that day" of which Paul spoke, expecting to 
get a crown of righteousness then. 

23 The resurrection of all these faithful members 
of the Christian church is "the first resurrection", 
which started with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Its priority in time of taking place as well as its 
superiority over the resurrection of all other dead 
ones in the graves stamps it as "first". It is a power­
ful resurrection, being like the resurrection Christ 
had. It is the particular awakening from death that 
the apostle Paul strove to win, saying: "That I may 
know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death; if by any means I might attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead."-Phil. 3: 10, 11. 

2
' The superiority of this special resurrection 

makes those favored with it extremely blessed. Call­
ing attention to the sufferings of these prior to their 
death and then their awakening to life, Revelation 

22. How are the surviving remnant "caught up" with the dead In Christ 
to meet the Lord In the air and with clouds? 
23. Ot what resurrection Is this a part? 
24. How does Revelation 20: 4-6 speak of their blessedness? 
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20: 4-6 says: "Then I saw thrones prepared for those 
to whom judgment was committed; I saw the souls 
of all those who went to execution for love of the 
truth concerning Jesus, and of God's word, and all 
who would not ·worship the beast, or its image, or 
bear its mark on their foreheads and their hands. 
These were endowed with life, and reigned as kings 
with Christ for a thousand years; but the rest of 
the dead remained lifeless while the thousand years 
lasted. Such is the first resurrection. Blessed and 
holy is his lot who has a share in this first resurrec­
tion; over such the second death has no power, they 
will be priests of God, priests of Christ; all those 
thousand years they will reign with him."-R. Knox, 
Roman Catholic. 

25 In harmony with all facts, Biblical and worldly, 
the "first resurrection" is now in progress respect­
hig the true church. For that reason Christians now 
surviving on earth have a special blessedness ahead 
of them. Seeing that Jehovah God the .Almighty has 
assumed his power to reign over all the earth, and 
his King Christ Jesus now stands up in power on his 
capital organization, Mount Zion, and the "everlast­
ing gospel" of this kingdom is now being preached 
in "every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people", something unusual follows. The surviving 
Christians, on completing their earthly work and 
dying in their integrity toward God, do not need to 
sleep on in the graves to await the Lord's descent 
and his call to the Christian dead to awake and arise. 
He has descended. The "dead in Christ" have already 
risen as first in order. So now the surviving remnant 
of Christians are at their death as humans resur­
rected at once thereafter to spirit life in union with 
their glorified Savior. Did not Paul say to Chris­
tians: "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not 
all sleep, but we shall all be changed"T (1 Cor. 
15 : 51) So here, in these surviving Christians we 
find those who do not sleep in death in the graves, 
but are at death raised forthwith to the reward in 
heaven for their works on earth. 'Vell could John 
write of these present-day survivors: "Here is the 
patience of the saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. And 
I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may :rest 
from their labours; and their works do follow them." 
-Rev. 14: 1-13. 

TO LIFE OR TO JUDGMENT 
28 The church takes part in the "first resurrection", 

and this does not take place with them until after 
God's kingdom is set up with Christ at his right 

:i;;. What particular blessedness awaits this surviving remnant? and 
why "from henceforth"? 
26, 27. (a) In view of the first resurrection, why could not the dead 
not of the church have gone to heaven? (b) Who will raise them? 

hand. It is certain, then, that all the human dead in 
the graves (outside of the faithful church) have not 
gone to heaven at death nor into any kind of spirit 
world. They all went to the grave, which is the "hell" 
meant in the Bible and to which hellish grave Jesus 
went at death in order to redeem humankind and 
gain possession of the ''keys of hell and of death". 
(Rev. 1: 18; .Acts 2: 24-32) To execute judgment 
upon such ones Jesus Christ must use the keys of 
hell and of death and must raise them from the 
sleep of death. Jesus will perform this miracle. He 
himself said so, in these words: "As the Father 
raise th the dead and giveth them life, even so the 
Son also giveth life to whom he will. For neither 
doth the Father judge any man, but ·he hath given 
all judgment unto the Son; that all may honor the 
Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honor­
eth not the Son honoreth not the Father that sent 
him. 

21 "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth him that sent me, hath 
eternal life, and cometh no~ into judgment, but hath 
passed out of death into life. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and 
they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life 
in himself, even so gave he to the Son also to have 
life in hhnself: and he gave him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is a son of man. :Marvel not at 
this: for the hour cometh, in which all that are in 
the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur­
rection of judgment."-J ohn 5: 21-29, Am. Stan. Ver. 

28 That there should be a restoring of the just or 
doers of good is readily accepted. In teaching unself­
ishness to the poor Jesus said: ''When thou makest 
a feast, -<lall the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind: and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot 
recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at 
the resurrection of the just." (Luke 14: 13, 14) But 
Jesus also taught the resurrection of the evildoers, 
and Paul did likewise, declaring: "There shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust. 
On this account I also exercise myself to have a 
conscience void of offence toward God and men 
al,vays." (Acts 24: 15, 16; ..1.4m. Stan. TT er., margin) 
Paul did not want to come into the class of evil­
doers or unjust. Near his death he declared his 
expectation of a part in the resurrection of the just, 
a resurrection of life, like that which Jesus had. 
When Jesus Christ as Judge at the temple calls, the 
first ones to hear of the dead are those of his church. 
Having done the good works of their heavenly 
Father in faithful obedience until death, they come 

28. (a) Beside• the just, ot whom also is there a resurrection? (b) Ho" 
do the church come forth to a "resurrection of life"? 
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forth "unto a resurrection of life". They are raised 
up from the graves as spirit creatures like the glori­
fied Jesus and are immediately clothed upon with 
immortality. This hope is according to the "revela­
tion of the righteous judgment of God; who will 
render to every man according to his deeds: to them 
who by patient continuance in well doing seek for 
glory and honour and immortality, eternal life". 
(Rom. 2: 5-7) On arising out of death they instan­
taneously enter into perfection of life as spirit 
creatures in heavenly glory with Jesus Christ. 

29 Now, what about those to whom the apostle Paul 
refers in chapter eleven of Hebrews, from Abel 
down to the last of the prophets before Jesus? Paul 
says they looked ahead to the resurrection and even 
endured the most painful tortures and hardships 
"that they might obtain a better resurrection". (Heb. 
11: 35; see The Watchtower of March 15, 1947) 
Reasonably they would not be included in the resur­
rection of the unjust, the evildoers. They cannot be 
accounted of as having "done evil", because Paul 
speaks of them all as having ''had witness borne to 
them through their faith". They must, then, be 
included among those due to have a "resurrection of 
life". They were not members of the Christian 
church that began with Christ Jesus. So they cannot 
be sharers in the "first resurrection", which is to 
heavenly life and glory. Consequently their having 
a ''better resurrection" could not mean having one 
better and sooner than that of the faithful church. 
The apostle so assures the Christians, when he 
describes the severe testing of the faith of the 
devoted servants of Jehovah God before Christ, and 
then says: "And these all, having had witness borne 
to them through their faith, received not the promise, 
God having provided some better thing concerning 
us, that apart from us they should not be made per­
fect." (Heb. 11: 39, 40, Am. Stan. Ver.) Although not 
a heavenward resurrection, their resurrection is 
better than that of the remainder of mankind 
because it is one "of life", and not one "of judgment". 
It sets them at once in the way of eternal human life. 

80 Does this mean, then, that no others of mankind 
will have any opportunity for eternal life on earth 
except those faithful ones of "\vhom Pa1tl speaks at 
Hebrews, chapter 11? In other words, is there no 
possibility that some of those who come forth "unto 
a resurrection of judgment'' will gain the gift of God 
of "eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord"? 
-Rom. 6:23. 

81 Happily, a "resurrection of judgment'' does not 
mean they are resurrected from the grave to an 
instantaneous condemnation without a trial. It does 

29. (a) In whose resurrection are those having a "better resurrection" 
included? (b) How is their resurrection a "better" one? 
30. What question comes up regarding those in the "resurrection of 
Judgment"? 
31. How does the fact of bein?; in the tombs or graves make the 
outlook hopeful for those in the resurrection of judgment"? 

not mean they have no further testing amid the 
favorable and helpful conditions under the kingdom 
of the new world, and then possibly changing their 
course in the right direction. The very fact that 
Jesus speaks of these evildoers as being "in the 
graves" or "in the tombs" indicates something hope­
ful for them. In the Scriptures Gehenna symbolizes 
everlasting destruction, and if they were in it they 
would not come forth in a resurrection from the 
death state. Proverbs 10: 7 declares: "The memory 
of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked 
shall rot." Obadiah 16 says concerning the irre­
coverable wicked ones: "They shall be as though 
they had not been." Jeremiah 51: 57 says : "They 
shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the 
King, whose name is Jehovah of hosts." (Am. Stan. 
Ver.) But the word grave or tomb (Greek: mne­
meion) includes the thought of remembrance, and 
for that reason these evildoers are remembered by 
Christ the Judge. In due time he directs his voice 
to them in the graves bidding them come forth in a 
resurrection, to judgment. Now the question is, 
When? 

82 After describing the first resurrection, that of 
the faithful church to live and reign with Christ a 
thousand years, the Revelation says: "But the rest 
of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were :finished." (Rev. 20: 5) Roman Catholic com­
mentators would interpret this to mean they never 
came to life during the thousand-year reign of Christ 
with his church, nor ever afterward. But what about 
the faithful ones of old who, although not of the 
Christian church in glory, obtain a "better resurrec­
tion"? They are not in any legendary limbo, but are 
in the graves, the tombs, and will hear the voice of 
Jesus the Judge and come forth to a "resurrection 
of life". As to the resurrection of the "rest of the 
dead" Revelation 20: 11-15 tells us this in the anos-
tle John's words: ~ 

33 "And I saw a great white throne, and him that 
sat upon it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for 
them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne; and books were opened: 
and another book "\Vas opened, vil1ich is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of the things 
which were written in the books, according to their 
works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in 
it; and death and Hades [or hell] gave up the dead 
that were in them: and they were judged every man 
according to their works. And death and Hades [or 
hell] were cast into the lake of :fire. This is the 
second death, even the lake of fire. And if any was 
not found written in the book of life, he was cast 
into the lake of :fire."-Ani. Stan. Ver. 

32, 33. Until when does Revelation 20 : Ii say the rest of the dead did 
not ilve, and how is their resurrection described? 
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DESTRUCTION OF HELL AND OF DEATH 

a. This resurrection of such dead from the sea, 
death and Hades or hell evidently comes about or 
after the end of this world' in the :final war of Arma­
geddon. Why1 Because the description says that 
"the earth and the heaven fled away" from the face 
.of the Judge sitting upon the judgment throne, and 
no more place was found for such earth and heavens. 
They are the wicked earth and heavens of this pres­
ent evil world, meaning the visible and invisible 
parts of the Devil's organization. They are followed 
by the new world with the "new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness". (2 Pet. 
3: 10-13) Hence the picture begins fulfillment about 
the time of Armageddon in which the Devil's entire 
'Organization is destroyed as in a nery destruction. 
Roman Catholic priests say that "purgatory" and 
"limbo" are part of hell; but notice that the ~evela­
tion does not say that any of the dead are given up 
by such places. All those taking part in this resur­
rection come from sea, death and hell. They are 
brought back to earth as human creatures, recreated 
as human souls, with their same identity as when 
they died. 

35 The death that delivers up the dead in it is the 
death that Adam brought upon all mankind by his 
willful sin in Eden before any of his off spring were 
born. "And so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned." (Rom. 5: 12) But now, under the 
Kingdom, "since through a man [Adam], there ~s 
death, through a man [Christ Jesus], also, there is 
a resurrection of the dead." (1 Car. 15: 21, The 
Emphatic Diaglott) The multitude of persons of 
good-will today living who will survive the world's 
end in the battle of Armageddon are plainly here 
meant or included. Death traceable to Adam gives 
them up because Jesus, who has the keys of death 
and of hell, tasted death for them and relieves them 
now of any need to descend into death and the grave 
because of being offspring of Adam. 

86 Hell delivers up no tormented souls from fiery 
tortures but delivers up "the dead" which were in it, 
because 

1

hell denotes the unconscious state of death 
in the grave. (See the Bible's marginal reading of 
the word hell.) "Hell" means "the hidden place", or 
"unseen piace" such as a covered pit or filled-in 
gr~ve, and is thus associated with the earth. Con­
cerning the creation of our earthly globe we read: 
"And God called the dry land Earth; and the gather­
ing together of the waters called he Seas: and God 
saw that it was good." (Gen. 1: 10) The great sea, 
which covers most of our globe, has been the place 
for many to lose life, and so it as well as hell gives 
up the dead that are in it. Those who perished in the 

~ does the picture of their resurrection beglu fulfillment? 
35, What death Is It that dellvers up Its dead, and who are they? 
30. What are the bell and the sea that give up the dead in them 7 

depths of the sea as well as those sleeping in the dust 
of the dry ground are thus restored to conscious 
existence on earth. 

n Then they enter into judgment, according to 
"those things which were written in the books". 
These are not books of each one's personal record, 
but are symbols of the laws and word of the Lord 
God which will be published and put in force on 
earth by His kingdom in t~at ne~ world. (Isa. 2: 2:4) 
The evildoers or unjust will be Judged, and so theirs 
is a resurrection to judgment, "according to their 
works." Not according to their past works of before 
the end of Satan the Devil's world, but according to 
their works thenceforth under God's kingdom in the 
new world. Then Jesus' words will apply: "I am the 
resurrection and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he V:ere dead, yet s~all he live: and wh~so,: 
ever liveth and believeth m me shall never die. 
(John 11: 25, 26) Those who believe in him as ~ei~­
ing King and as Ransomer and then obey him m 
harmony with the things writt7n i~ the opened bo?ks 
of God's word and law will be Justrfied to everlastmg 
life in that new world without end and thus "never 
die". Their names will be written in "another book'' 
"which is the book of life".-Rev. 20: 12. 

sa "Then death and Hades were flung into the fiery 
lake. This is the second death-the fiery lake. Any­
one whose name was not found written in the book 
of life was flung into the :fiery lake." (Rev. 20: 14, 15, 
An Amer. Trans.; Moffatt) The fiery lake does not 
symbolize eternal, conscious torment for persons not 
found worthy to be recorded in the ''book of life", 
but does symbolize "second death". It is de13:th not 
due to inheritance from Adam but due to a smner's 
willful and irreformable disobedience under God's 
kingdom. Since Jesus Christ ~oes not die a ~econd 
time for all mankind, there is no redemption or 
recovery from this "second death". The lake of fire 
or "second death", then, pictures complete and ever­
lasting destruction by God, "who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in Gehenna." (Matt. 10: 28, Am. 
Stan. Ver., margin) Even the Devil and his idola­
trous organizations go into this destruction for ever 
and ever. (Rev. 19: 20; 20: 10) The destruction of 
all such in the symbolic nery lake of second death 
comes after the end of Christ's thousand-year reign, 
when the Devil is loosed for a little season in order 
to give a :final test of the integrity toward God of all 
those then upon the earth. Those then yielding to 
Satan the Devil in rebellion against God's kingdom 
will be destroyed with him. Those resisting Satan's 
temptations and staying faithful to the Kingdom 
will have their names recorded in the ''book of life" 

37. What are the book! and works according to which they are judged, 
and how may these Judged ones never die? 
38. What is symbolbed by the "lake of fire". and when finally are 
all those tit for it cast into it? 
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and will continue on into endless life on a perfect 
earth in the new world. 

89 Thus death due to Adam and death's companion, 
Hades or hell, are destroyed, but the ''lake of fire" 
remains because of the eternalness of the destruc­
tion upon all the intentional, uncorrectable wicked. 
ConcerningiJ1e "first resurrection" of the church the 
apostle Paul wrote: "So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory. 0 death, where is thy stingt 0 grave [or, 
hell], where is thy victory! But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (1Cor.15:54, 55, 57) So, too, when the dead 
are brought out from under the Adamic death and 
are delivered from Hades, hell, or the unconscious 
death-state, then these are destroyed forever with 
respect to mankind on earth. Such destruction of 
them is pictured as the casting of death and hell (but 
not the sea, of course) into the lake of fire, the 
second death. There they are swallowed up and 
destroyed by God's victory through Christ over the 
Adam-induced death. Those thenceforth perishing 
for their own self-chosen wickedness will not go 
down into Adam.ic death or into Hades or hell, but 
go down into the destruction from which no resur­
rection is provided or promised. 

'
0 The statement, at Revelation 20: 5, "But the rest 

of the dead lived not again until the thousand years 
were finished," does not mean that the dead aside 
from the Christian church do not arise from the 
graves before the thousand years are finished. It 
simply means that those finally judged worthy of 
everlasting life will not have their names written in 
the "book of life" until the end of the thousand years 

39. How are death and hell cast into the "lake ot fire"? 
40. Do the "rest ot the dead" not rise until the end of the thousand 
years, or what is meant by their living not till theu? 

and after the final test by Satan the Devil loosed for 
a little season. There are Scriptural reasons to think 
that those who in ancient times kept their integrity 
in order to obtain a ''better resurrection" will be 
raised from the grave near the beginning of Christ's 
thousand-year reign. Almighty God, in his absolute 
control by Christ Jesus over the resurrection of the 
dead, will bring forth the others at the proper time 
to get the benefits of the thousand-year rule of man's 
Ransomer and Redeemer. According to Jesus' words 
to the repentant malefactor alongside him on a tree 
at Calvary, paradise will have been restored to earth 
when such evildoers like this thief will be resur­
rected from the grave. (Luke 23: 42, 43, Rotherham; 
Lamsa) But neither such thief nor other evildoers 
coming forth in a resurrection to judgment will have 
their names recorded on the ''book of life" until the 
end of the thousand years, if they pass the final, 
deciding test of integrity then. If availing them­
selves of the uplifting and perfecting help of the 
Kingdom, they should then be able to pass the test. 

u And so the words of Jesus concerning those dead 
in the graves will be realized: "The children of this 
world marry, and are given in marriage: but they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that 
world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can they 
die any more: for they are equal unto the angels 
[who have been living continuously since long before 
man's creation]; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the resurrection.'' (Luke 20: 34-36) 
They 'vill be God's children, not because of having 
been born of any hiiman parents, but because of 
being resurrected from the graves and entering into 
the way of lifo in the endless new world. They obtain 
such everlasting life from Jehovah God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.-Rom. 6: 23. 
41. How will they be equal unto the angels and be God's chll<lren, 
being children of the resurrection? 

WILLFUL AND UNINTENTIONAL TREATED DIFFERENTLY 
~UTH concerning the destiny of the enemies of God 
l ~ust not be shunned to be declared. Let us face, 

then, this divine law that applied to those who fled 
to the ancient "eitfos of refuge" in the land of Israel : 
·'But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for 
him, and rise up against him, and.smite him mortally that 
he die, and fleeth into one of these cities : then the elders 
of his city shall send and fetch him thence, and deliver 
him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may 
die. Thine eye shall not pity him, but thou shalt put away 
the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go 
well with thee."-Deut. 19: 11-13. 

Christians who are part of God's Theocratic organiza­
tion and who are mature and hence elders must not com­
promise in any way with the deliberate man.slayers or per-

secutors of today who are part of the Devil's organization. 
They must not try to shield them, nor have any sympathy 
for them as against the executing of God's vengeance 
upon them at the coming battle of Armageddon. Christialls 
who are mature in knowledge and under-standing must not 
only separate themselves from the Devil's worldly organi­
zation but also be in full heart accord with God's determina­
tion to execute his vengeance upon such at Armageddon. 
Christians must be consistent with the Bible and must 
pray God that his declared purpose to destroy the wicked 
in that battle shall be carried into operation. Thus they 
will show their full sympathy with and heart devotion 
to Jehovah God and to his purposes. Therefore these faith­
ful ones must continue to declare boldly to all the world 
the "day of vengeance of our God", because this is a part 
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of the commission given to His anointed or commissioned 
ones according to what is written at Isaiah 61: 1, 2. 

In 194 7 throughout the land of Christendom are mil­
lions of persons of good and honest heart who do not wish 
to share the guilt of blood innocently shed. Ianorantly 
hence unintentionally and unawares, they have b~en draw~ 
into the Devil's trap and been made to commit many 
wrongful deeds against others. In God's law, ignorance of 
it is an excuse if one repents and turns to righteousness. 
In order for such unintentional wrongdoers to escape pen­
alty, however, they must show their devotion to Jehovah 
~o? and his kingdom when they come to learn of his pro­
vision for the human race. But, like elders of the man­
slayer's city, they must not safeguard the willfully guilty 
ones, but must be in accord with God's executional officer 
at Armageddon, namely, Christ Jesus. This does not mean 
that they should participate in the violent execution of 
any wicked creature, but it does mean they must not hesi­
tate to declare the truth when opportunity comes, and 
they must not refrain from doing so in order to hide some­
one else. They must not be frightened by the Roman Cath­
olic Hierarchy who howl and complain that Jehovah's wit­
nesses attack them. Such complaint is wholly untrue. God 
lays the obligation upon his people to declare the truth, 
that others may know of God's purposes. It is the truth 
that exposes the wicked, but the truth is really declared 
for the benefit of those who wish to do right and to avoid 
the wicked. 

Jehovah's Judge, Christ .Jesus, is upon his judicial throne 
at the heavenly temple and is dividing the people for and 
against the kingdom of God. Those who desire to be in 
harmony with God and his righteousness must without 
double talk or compromise take a stand on His side and 
for his righteous government at all times. Now the obliga­
tion is upon Jehovah's witnesses to instruct such ones in 
order that those of good-will may act intelligently. Those 
persons have been till now kept in blindness by the Devil 
and his human religious agents, particularly the clergy, 
and now they are hearing the truth about Jehovah God 
and his kingdom. Hence such persons have unintentionally 
been supporting the unholy crowd and been committing 
acts of violence to those who are devoted to Jehovah and 
his kingdom as well as to other victims. 

The modern-day significance of the ancient "cities of 
refuge" in Israel has come to be understood since the Lord's 
coming to the temple A.D. 1918, and more particularly so 
since the August, 1934, issues of The Watchtower. We are 
glad that those ancient cities of refuge signify such merci­
ful treatment at God's hands toward the unintentional 
wrongdoers in these judgment days when we are fast ap­
proaching the universal war of Armageddon. Such unin­
tentional wrongdoers, who were foreshadowed by the "un­
witting manslayer'' of ancient times, are in the world ruled 
by the Devil. By now promptly devoting themselves to 
Jehovah God, who provided the cities of refuge, they will 
show they have no sympathy with Satan's wicked rule but 
wish to be separate from it and not responsible for its 
criminal acts. So they desire to serve God and to do his 
will. Hence it is important just now to understand what is 
Jehovah's purpose concerning them and also what obliga-

tion He lays upon His witnesses in connection with these 
modern-time "unwitting manslayers". 

Men went to World War I or World War II and thereb'\"' 
violated God's everlasting covenant by shedding humaii 
blood. (Gen. 9: 4-17) But many did so because they were 
forced by the ruling powers of Satan the Devil's organi­
zation to do so. They did it in ignorance of the fact that 
they were violating the "everlasting covenant". There they 
saw the duplicity and hypocrisy of the religious clergy, 
who claim to be Christ's followers and servants of God but 
who not only participated in bloodshed but urged upon 
others the violent spilling of human blood. Honest men 
were shocked by the conduct of the clergy, and when they 
returned from the bloody conflict and heard of the truth 
of God's provision for humankind through Christ Jesus, 
they desired to know and to do God's will. They hated 
wickedness and religious hypocrisy, and with honest hearts 
sought to find the right way. Women as well as men have 
supported the crooked and oppressive organization that 
governs this world and that has done much violence to 
men, including witnesses of Jehovah. Many religiously 
inclined persons have been connected with religious sys­
tems that have cruelly persecuted Jehovah's faithful peo­
ple in a manner like to the persecution carried on once by 
Saul of Tarsus. (Acts 8: 1-3; 9: 1-22) Others as members 
of the police force, or the "strong-arm squad", have un­
willingly done the bidding of the clergy and have com­
mitted acts of violence against Jehovah's anointed people, 
but, after learning the truth, they have shown anxiety to 
take a different and right course. Those who thus honestly 
change their course of action and seek the Lord God in 
his appointed way :find him. 

The old-time "cities of refuge" picture Jehovah's or­
ganization today. He has made provision for the protection 
of those who place themselves fully on the side of his 
Theocratic organization and who have not willfully and 
maliciously violated the everlasting covenant. Willfully 
and maliciously means knowingly doing a wrongful deed 
with a wicked motive in the heart and in utter disregard 
of the rights of others. For instance, clergymen have con­
nived at the persecution and killing of Jehovah's witnesses 
and have actually instigated such persecution, knowing 
that such men and women were harmless and were pro­
claiming the Word of God. The motive of such clergymen 
was malicious because they desired to get such witnesses 
out of their way. Others have done the clergy's bidding in 
wrongdoing but have done so ignorantly and without 
malice, trusting to the priest's or preacher's knowing what 
is right. God's law concerning such unwitting ones was 
stated to the Israelites and has a modern-day application 
now, to wit: "These six cities shali be a refuge, both for 
the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the 
sojourner among them: that every one that killeth any 
person unawares may flee thither."-Num. 35: 15. 

Now all who are of good-will and who have a desire to 
serve Jehovah God and his righteous government must find 
a haven or place of refuge in the ·Theocratic organization 
that is wholly devoted to Jehovah God and his service. 
Jehovah has laid upon his witnesses at the present time 
an obligation regarding this class desiring to do right. 
That obligation cannot be side-stepped or ignored. That 



APRIL 1, 194 7 ~eWATCHTOWER 109 

obligation requires carrying the Kingdom message to the 
people of honest heart, informing them of God's provi­
sion made for those who diligently seek to know and serve 
Him. By and through his great High Priest, Christ Jesus, 
he commands that his witnesses must preach this gospel 
of the Kingdom before the final end comes. They must 
give notice and warning to the public, that those right­
eously disposed may act intelligently and that they must 
thus bear their own responsibility before God. 

The cities of refuge were occupied by the priestly tribe 
of Levi, and it was the duty of the Levites in such cities 
to give information, aid and comfort to those seeking ref­
uge with them. "And when he that doth flee unto one of 
those cities shall stand at the entering of the gate of the 
city, and shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders 
of that city, they shall take him into the city unto them, 
and give him a place, that he may dwell among them. And 
if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall 
not deliver the slayer up into his hand; because he smote 
his neighbour unwittingly, and hated him not beforetime." 
(Josh. 20: 4, 5) Likewise it is the duty of the present-day 
anti typical Levites to give information, aid and ·comfort 
to those who now seek the Lord's organization. This they 
must do by giving them a mark in the forehead, as it were, 
giving them intelligent information as to what they must 
do so as to have God's favor. This reminds us of the 'man 
clothed in linen and with inkhorn at his side' who went 
through doomed Jerusalem and marked the foreheads of 
those seeking Jehovah's right way. It is this class of peo­
ple thus marked and who thereafter come into and abide 
in the city that are spared and taken through the great 

tribulation of Armageddon alive.-Ezek. 9: 6; Zeph. 2: 3. 
That Jehovah's witnesses and their companions of good­

will have a special obligation toward such 'refugees' who 
committed wrong unintentionally, it is written: "Then the 
congregation shall judge between the slayer and the re­
venger of blood according to these judgments: and the con­
gregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the 
revenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him 
to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall 
abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was 
anointed with the holy oil."-Num. 35: 22-25. 

Hence those informed ones who refuse or fail to go 
among the people and speak to them at thei"r homes and 
give them the life-giving message from Jehovah God; and 
also those who hinder, oppose and discourage the ones thus 
obeying the Lord in carrying the message of truth to the 
people; all such show an unloving and unjust spirit such 
as would hand over the 'refugee' class without mercy to 
be executed by Jehovah's Executioner at Armageddon. 
Failure or refusal to assume and carry out this respon­
sibility will not go unnoticed by the Lord, because he has 
enlightened his commissioned ones and they must obey. 
"If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, 
and those that are ready to be slain ; if thou sayest, Be­
hold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart 
consider it Y and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he 
know it 1 and shall not he render to every man according 
to his works Y" (Prov. 24: 11, 12) However, "a true witness 
delivereth souls"; and what a privilege it is therefore to 
be a true witness !-Prov. 14: 25. 

ELISHA, RECEIVER OF A DOUBLE PORTION 

FOR years Elijah sought to turn the heart of Israel back 
to Jehovah God. Centuries later ~Ialachi announced 
that God would send "Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD". Physi­
cal facts in fulfillment of prophecy disclose that Christ 
came to the temple as King and Judge A.D. 1918. Other 
physical facts show that for forty years prior to 1918 
faithful Christians did a work of restoring fundamental 
Bible truths and turning the hearts of many toward God, 
thus preparing the way before the second coming of the 
Lord. (Mal. 3: 1; 4: 5, 6) Hence that service is called the 
antitypical "Elijah work". During that period millions of 
books, booklets and tracts considering Bible truth were dis­
tributed, but since that work and the coming of the Lord 
to the temple books and booklets totaling more than a half 
billion have been distributed, in eighty-eight languages. 
The increas!ld fl.Q<_:>d of truth has come despite intensifying 
persecution. At no time can God's work be accomplished 
without the helping power of Jehovah's spirit, but since 
World War I it seems that Jehovah's witnesses have been 
blessed with a double portion of His active force. Hence 
the work since 1919 is known as the "Elisha work"; for 
was not Elisha the receiver of a double portion of God's 
spirit when he took up the prophetical service of Elijah Y 

"Elisha" means "God is savior or salvation". The Bible 
reader's first introduction to this character is when Jehovah 

instructs Elijah to anoint Elisha of Abel-meholah. The 
meadow Abel-meholah was probably in Jordan valley, and 
doubtless it was there that Elijah cast his mantle over 
youthful Elisha as he was plowing with oxen. After brief 
farewells Elisha left his farming vocation and accompanied 
Elijah. (1 Ki. 19: 16-21) This seems to have been during 
King Ahab's rule over Israel, and it was not until several 
years later, during the reign of Jehoram, that Elisha 
succeeded Elijah as the foremost prophet in Israel, and he 
served into the reign of Joash of Israel. This stretches the 
period of Elisha's service over some threescore years. 
-2 IG. 3: 1, 11-14; 13: 14. 

The narration of his life history does not run in chrono­
logical order, but first to claim consideration would be the 
account of how Elijah's mantle fell upon Elisha. Sticking 
as close as Elijah's very shadow, Elisha followed the proph­
et as he traveled toward Jordan river, and when Elijah 
smote and divided the waters with his mantle and crossed 
dryshod, Elisha kept right at his heels. On the bank beyond 
Jordan Elijah turned to Elisha and spoke: "Ask what I 
shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee." Elisha 
wasted no time making up his mind: "I pray thee, let a 
double portion of thy spirit be upon me." The Hebrew 
word here translated double does not mean duplicate, but 
twice as much. "Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, 
if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so 
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unto thee," Elijah promised. Soon thereafter Elisha did 
see Elijah caught up heavenward by a whirlwind. He took 
up the mantle Elijah left, and faced back toward Jordan. 
Was Elijah's promised grant of a double portion of God's 
spirit upon Elisha 'l Would a double amount of divine actfre 
force enable him to execute with increased zeal the duties 
of prophet? Elisha did not wait long to put the matter to 
a test. With the mantle he smote Jordan's waters, and 
cried: "Where is the LORD God of Elijah'!" With Elisha 
now, apparently; for the waters parted. Elisha was recog­
nized as Jehovah's prophet in the stead of Elijah.-2 Ki. 
2: 1-15. 

The continuing verses of chapter two of Second Kings 
tell how Jehovah used Elisha to cleanse harmful spring 
waters around Jericho that were causing death to creatures 
and barrenness to the land. Thereafter the prophet jour­
neys toward Beth-el. En route he is mocked by some juve­
nile delinquents, who jeer: "Go up, thou bald head; go up, 
thou bald head." For this blasphemy Elisha cursed them in 
the name of Jehovah, and two she bears lumbered out 
of the surrounding woods and clawed forty-two of the 
urchins. But was their sin as serious as blasphemy? Yes, 
it seems that the taunts amounted to that, rather than 
mere childish heckling at the baldness of the prophet's 
head. The repeated cry "Go up, go up" suggests that they 
were mocking the report of Elijah's miraculous ascension 
at Jordan, and were scoffingly challenging Elisha to dupli­
cate the feat. 

The next appearance of the prophet in the divine record 
is when the combined armies of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram and· 
Edom are threatened with disaster by a water shortage. 
Elisha gives instructions-that not only forestall catastrophe 
but spell victory over the Moabite enemies. "Make this 
Yalley full of ditches." After the valley was filled with 
ditches, the ditches were filled with seeping water. Not only 
did it quench thirst, but in the morning sun it appeared 
like blood to the :Moabites. Recklessly they rushed forward 
to glut themselves with spoil. Alas, it was their own blood 
that soaked the ground as they fell back in defeat.-2 Ki. 
3: 1-25. 

A series of miracles next occupies the spotlight. The 
meager oil supply of a widow is so bountifully multiplied 
that the sale of the surplus enables her to pay off a creditor 
who was about to take her sons into bondage for the debt. 
At Shunem a Theocratic woman who supplied lodging for 
the prophet as he served there was blessed with the birth 
of a son, and when that son died later it was Elisha's inter­
cession that caused God to raise the youngster from the 
dead. Then there were the times that Elisha removed the 
poison from the seething pot of pottage that was to feed 
the sons of the prophets and the miracle of his feeding a 
hundred_men with a small supply of barley loaves and some 
ears of grain.-2 Ki. 4 : 1-44. 

But there was one miracle that possibly saved Israel 
from a nasty international incident. The Syrian king sent 
leprous Naaman to the king of Israel to be healed. The 
distraught Israelite monarch ripped hi<i clothes and 
lamented: "Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this 
man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosyf 
wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me." But if the Syrian king was out for a 

quarrel he got no grounds for it. Elisha sent for Naaman. 
By messenger he told the Syrian to bathe seven times in 
Jordan. Naaman felt slighted and at first refused, but his 
servants brought him to his senses and he dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan. His flesh became as fresh as a 
child's! Elisha would accept no gifts, and after selfishness 
spawned in the bosom of the servant Gehazi caused him to 
trail Naaman and ask for the gifts, leprosy smote him. 
-2 Ki. 5: 1-27. 

After performing the miracle of causing the lost ax-head 
to :fl.oat on the Jordan river waters that it might be 
retrieved, Elisha has a clash with the king of Syria. Syria 
launched military aggressions against Israel, but the double 
portion of God's spirit upon Elisha enlightened the prophet 
against Syrian traps. Angered at the repeated failures of 
his schemes, the king of Syria concluded that there were 
spies in his ranks. Then he learned it was Elisha. At Dothan 
the Syrian spies located Elisha, and there was dispatched a 
large military host to capture the prophet. "Alas, my 
master! how shall we dof" cried Elisha's servant. Calm 
came the answer: ''Fear not: for they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them." Then God opened the 
young man's eyes, and he "saw: and, behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha". 
Divine power smote the enemy with blindness. They were 
led helpless into Samaria, where their eyes were opened. 
Nevertheless, they were not smitten with the sword, but 
at Elisha's command were fed and allowed to depart. 
-2 Ki. 6: 1-23. 

On another occasion King Ben-hadad of Syria besieged 
Samaria. Famine stalked through the city. Prices for the 
basest of foods skyrocketed. Women slew and cooked and 
ate their own children. At a crucial moment when the 
anger of the king of Israel was about to boil over into 
violence against Elisha, the prophet foretold plentiful food 
supplies for the morrow. "If the Lord would make windows 
in heaven, might this thing be1" scoffed a lordly attendant 
of the king. "Thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt 
not eat thereof," Elisha responded. Soon thereafter the 
besiegers imagined they heard the noise of advancing 
armies. Thinking Israel had hired Hittites and Egyptians 
to break the siege, they fled in panic. So hasty was their 
flight that they left behind tents, horses, asses and all camp 
provisions. Lepers from Samaria discovered the abandoned 
camp, carried the news to the city, and the spoil was taken 
and the famine ended. The scoffing lord? He was put in 
charge of the gates and with his own greedy eyes saw the 
booty, but the surging people trod him to death before he 
consumed any of it.-2 Ki. 6 : 24-33; 7 : 1-20. 

No sooner is the account of this famine completed than 
the Bible account tells of another. Recall the woman whose 
son Elisha raised from the dead1 Well, it was to this woman 
that Elisha warned: "Go thou and thine household, and 
sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the LORD hath 
called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land 
seven years." (2 Ki. 8: 1) Our next view of Elisha finds 
him: at Damascus. Hazael approaches the prophet to find 
out if King Ben-hadad will recover from an illness. "Say 
unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover." But to Hazael 
Elisha foretold Ben-hadad's death, and that not by any 
illness. What Jehovah's spirit enabled Elisha to see brought 
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tears. Hazael would mete out cruelty and depredation 
unmeasured upon Israel. Hazael was to become king over 
Syria. Hazael hastened his succession, smothering Ben­
hadad and seizing the throne. (2 Ki. 8: 7-15) There was 
another succession of kings in which Elisha figured. In 
fulfillment of Jehovah's word to Elijah, a messenger from 
Elisha sought out Jehu at Ramoth-gilead and anointed him 
king over Israel.-2 Ki. 9: 1-10. 

Now comes the Scriptures' final narration concerning 
Elisha. He is on his deathbed. Joash is king over Israel, 
and under the pressure of Syrian aggressions he seeks 
counsel at Elisha's mouth. Elisha commands Joash: "Take 
bow and arrows." The king did so. Then, with his hands 
on the king and the king holding the bow, Elisha faced 
the open window eastward in the direction of Syria and 
commanded: "Shoot!" The king shot. The prophet pro­
claimed: "The arrow of the LoRn's deliverance, and the 
arrow of deliverance from Syria." Elisha speaks, and the 
record continues: "Take the arrows. And he took them. 
And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. 
And he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was 
wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five 

or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst 
consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but 
thrice." Soon thereafter Elisha died, and a final verse tells 
of the revival of a corpse that later touched his bones when 
cast into his sepulcher. Elisha is mentioned only once in 
the Greek Scriptures, being there called "Eliseus'' .-2 Ki. 
13: 14-21; Luke 4: 27. 

Jehovah's witnesses now on earth must keep up the 
offensive against demonism in these closing days of the 
Elisha work. They should remember Elisha's deathbed 
counsel as to smiting. Unlike Joash, they should not stay 
the offensive. They should take the arrow of Theocratic 
truth and shoot it with unerring aim against the land of 
demonism, for it is "the arrow of Jehovah's deliverance". 
These arrows of truth, bundled together in unbreakable 
union of truth, should be used to smite the "earth", or the 
visible part of demonism, not once, nor twice, nor thrice, 
but again and again in a continuing smiting until Jehovah 
God says the work 'vith the truth arrows is completed. 
And as they smite, their zeal should give evidence of a 
double portion of Jehovah's spirit. 

FIELD EXPERIENCES 
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY VS. JUVENILE STUDENTS (QUEBEC) 

"Last night I was asked to take a reporter from M acLean' s 
magazine with me on my book study. He called at the house 
and so off we went to our call. As soon as we stepped out 
the door, several children were outside playing. As soon 
as they saw us they started to follow and said : 'Old J eho­
vah, Old Jehovah, Buy The Watchtowe1· and get life in the 
New World.' They followed us almost a block and con­
tinued to repeat these sayings. This impressed the reporter. 
He said: 'Does this go on all the time~· and I answered 
'Yes'. He commented: 'Why, that's terrible!' I continued to 
witness to him all the way to my book study. He asked 
many questions in regard to when I first got the truth. 
This gave me a grand opportunity to ·witness further to 
him. I could see he was very sincere and he showed much 
interest in the message. When we arrived at my study, 
they were all sitting waiting, the father, mother, and three 
grown-up children, the youngest being 14 years of age. 
We asked the Lord's blessing on our study, and then pro­
ceeded. The two girls had their lesson well prepared and 
answered up very quickly. This greatly impressed the re­
porter. He himself asked if he could read a paragraph as 
he would like to have a share in the study too. He listened 
to the answers very attentively. When our study ended, 
he shook hands with them all and expressed how pleased he 
was to be abte to coine. They wanted us to stay for tea, but 
as we were in a hurry to go on the effort at 9 p.m. with 
pamphlets, we had to leave them. While walking to our 
other place of meeting, he said, 'My, it is easy to see how 
people enjoy your work. I hated to stop that study.' I con­
tinued witnessing to him. Finally we arrived at our place, 
and, after asking Jehovah's blessing as we went forth, we 
proceeded to our territory, with pockets full of leaflets. 
He first expressed that he would do a f~w doors with me. 
Then after two doors he said: 'Give me some and I'll start 

at the other end.' It did not take us very long. We then 
saw the police car, but, being finished, we walked through a 
lane and arrived home safely. He enjoyed it all very much. 
He admired the courage of all these young·girls and boys 
and said: 'I've never met people who are so happy over 
their work before.' He continued: 'It's been a grand priv­
ilege meeting you all, and I want to do this again.' He 
had his 'bail money with him in case he had been arrested. 
This is just one of the many persons who are finding the 
truth. Although he came just to get a story, he may find 
eternal life. He certainly was very sincere and showed great 
interest in our prayers, studies, and service to Jehovah." 
-Special pioneer, Montreal. 

ACTING ON LEGAL VICTORIES (RURAL NEW YORK) 

"In need of a map of the city we called upon the city 
attorney. We kindly explained our Christian work and how 
the map would benefit us. He replied: 'I have no maps for 
such non-essential things and cannot promiscuously hand 
them out.' I asked to see the one in his office, to which he 
agreed. After getting the general lay of the city I thanked 
hlm. Whereupon he said: 'You know we had some trouble 
with your people in this village in 1942, and there was a 
court case, Also I had the privilege of prosecuting the same.' 
I asked: 'Did you win?' 'No,' he said, 'they had their 
attorney and we lost, but we ordered them out of town later 
on and passed an ordinance that if they didn't go they 
would be resisting an officer.' 'Kind of unconstitutional, 
wasn't that lawY' I asked him. 'Well, perhaps so; we later 
repealed it.' 'My wife and I are going to be here for a 
year or more doing this work. I don't know just what you 
have in your mind, but surely you must be familiar with 
the decisions of the Supreme Court upholding our right 
to do this work. Do you want to try it again in court?' I 
asked. 'Indeed I do not,' he said, 'I don't want to rub 
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elbows with you people again.' Leaving his office, I went 
across the street to the daily newspaper office and obtained 
two maps free. I was not even asked why I wanted them. 
Next day we sallied forth into the business district to give 
it a good witness first. Our first call was upon the chief of 
police. To him we made ourselves known and our mission 
in the village. He said: 'You know, I don't think I approve 
of you people and of your doing this work in the village.' 
We replied that though his good-will was solicited and his 
co-operation appreciated it was not indispensable or even 
necessary, because of the many hundreds of court decisions 
and some thirty-five Supreme Court decisions, upholding 
us in our Christian work. He cited the trouble of 1942 and 
said we would have much trouble in the village. We told 
him we knew of the court case and were willing to take 
the chance and were starting right then in the business 
district and, in fact, right in his office, as there was an 
insurance business in connection with the police office. I 
offered him Jeh01:ah's Servants Defended. He refused it, 
saying he had some of the literature. Patiently I explained 
the contents of it and showed him how to use its index 
and that it might be an aid to him in case he wanted to 
arrest us, for it showed case after case where municipalities 
had had permanent injunctions issued against them for 
attempting to restrain us from doing our Christian work. 
We told him also of the Supreme Court decisions and that 
the Watchtower attorney had represented all these cases 
and that if it became necessary the Society might send him 
down here to represent any case that local authorities 
might wrongfully frame against us. Moreover, a permanent 
injunction issued against the village and in favor of J eho­
vah's witnesses would tend to make him very unpopular. 
To which he agreed, and stuck out his hand and shook hands 
with us, saying: 'I wish you luck, but remember I warned 
you that you are going to have trouble.' We thanked him 
and proceeded to business. Within a few days we had it 
completed, reaching all proprietors, and the Lord gave the 
victory with eighteen new magazine subscriptions and as 
many bound books and a quantity of booklets placed.'' 
-A special publisher. 

BACKFIRE TO PERSECUTION IN QUEBEC 

"While I was engaging in the door-to-door service one eve­
ning in an apartment house in the priest-infested city of 
Montreal, the janitor interrupted my work by asking what 
I was doing. I told him that I was engaged in a Christian 
activity. His reply was: 'Don't you know your work is 
against the law here and you are not allowed to work in 
this city 1' He then proceeded to call the police. After 
finishing that apartment I went to another and no sooner 
got to the top floor when a hoarse voice rang out: 'What 
are you_ distributing 1' I turned around and saw it was a 
policeman. I told him I was leaving this booklet 'The Prince 
of Peace' with the people to enlighten them concerning 
God's purposes. 'Who are you Y' was the next question. 'One 
of Jehovah's witnesses,' was the reply. To this he said: 
'I thought so. What is your name, and where do you live 1' 
After I answered these questions he began to change his 
tone of voice. He showed sympathy for us because of the 
number of times we were arrested in Montreal. He told 
me he had a sister who was a professor in McGill College 
(Montreal) and she said to him: 'You don't arrest these 

·people, do you T' He said: 'Certainly not; when I arrest 
Jehovah's witnesses I'll also arrest the Salvation Army 
canvassers and the nuns who beg from door to door.' He 
said that this sister of his was interested in our work and 
would like to read our literature. He promised to get her 
a couple of books from the witnesses sometime when out 
on patrol. I then offered the book 'Let God Be True' and 
the booklet 'The Prince of Peace', and he gladly contrib­
uted for them. It certainly is a joy to see how the goats' 
weapons backfire." 

WHO TOOK WHOM ALONG! (DOMINICAN REPUBLIC) 

''Before the past year the truth was unknown in the 
Dominican Republic, but now it is a common thing to hear 
people discussing Jehovah's witnesses and their work. I 
met a lady who was very much dissatisfied with religion. 
When I called on her she had so many questions that it 
was necessary to answer them first before beginning the 
book study. During our discussion she marked each scrip­
ture in the Bible and made short notations. These scriptures 
she marked were in regard to such doctrines as 'trinity', 
soul, and dead. At the conclusion of this discussion she 
said: 'I thank Jehovah for sending his witnesses into this 
land and pray that many others like me might learn these 
truths as I have today.' Seeing how rapidly she progressed 
in the truth in three months, I invited her into the service 
with me. After the first house and seeing how the witness 
was given, she asked if she might give the next. It was 
a great joy to stand there and hear her give the witness and 
apply the knowledge she had obtained during the past three 
months, and in an orderly manner. Then, instead of her 
going with me from house to house, I was going with her. 
At the Watchtower studies she answers questions promptly 
and to the point, showing good preparation. She has read 
everything in the Spanish language, including The Watch­
tower and Awake! up to date, and asks for more. She 
is only one of the many in this land that are glad for the 
privilege of rejoicing with Jehovah's people.''-Missionary. 

DID NOT KNOW THE CONNECTION (MISSISSIPPI) 

''lifaking a back-call on a lady out of Main street, Biloxi, 
when I arrived the lady and her husband were having 
breakfast. I was told to have a seat. After breakfast was 
:finished I took the book 'Let God Be True' out of my bag 
and turned to the table of contents, which went on to 
state: 'Let God Be True,' 'Who is Jehovah?' 'Satan the 
Devil,' 'What Is Man t' and so on. The husband yelled: 
'You do not have to tell my wife all those things, because 
she knows about them already!' Well, I could not convince 
him with the truth contained in the bound book. Next I 
took the magazines and booklets and went on to e,,.11Iaiu 
some special features in them. He yelled again: 'I have a 
book; it is the most wonderful book, and if you were to 
get a hold of my book and read it, you would take those 
you have there [pointing to my books] and throw them 
out into the street! He went into the next room and 
brought out his 'wonderful. book' -and handed it to me. To 
my surprise it was the book 'The Truth Shall Make You 
Free'. I shouted: 'This is one of our books!' He was so 
outdone that he answered, 'No, it isn't, either!' I was in­
vited back. I am going to try hard to get a study with him 
in his wonderful book, 'The Truth Shall Make You Free'." 


