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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." - ls11111/z 5 4:I.J. 

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES 
THAT JEHOVAH Is the only true God, from everlasting to 

e\"erlastlng, and Is the l\lnker of heaven and earth and Gl\"er of 
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning 
of his creation and his active agent In creating all other things; 
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised 
the Issue of His universal sovereignty; 

THAT GOD rreated the earth ror man, made perfect man tor 
the earth and placed him upon It; that man yielded to unfaithful 
Lucifer. or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was 
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's ;wrong act all men 
are born sinners and without the right to llfe; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf­
fered death In order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for 
obedient men: that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted 
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with nil 
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is n Theocracy cnllt>d 
Zion. and that Christ Jesus Is the Chief Of!1cer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed 
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's chllclren. members of Jehovnh's 
org:rnization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege It 
ls to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes 
toward mankind as expressed In the Bible; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended 
A.D. 1914, and Christ .Jesus has been placed by .Jehovah upon the 
throne. has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to 
vindicate His name and establish the "new earth"; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only 
by Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His 
next great act is to destroy Satan's organization and establish 
righteousness completely in the earth; and that uncler the Kingdom 
the people of good-w1ll surviving Armagedrlon will carry out the 
divine rn1.1nc11tte to "Ill! the earth" with righteous offspring. 1tnd 
that the huwan dead in the graYes will be raised to opportunities 
of Ii re on earth. 

"NATIONS' GLADNESS" TESTIMONY PERIOD 

"Nations' Gladness" Testunony Period coincides with the last 
month of this calendar year, the yeartext for which is, "Be glad, 
ye nations, with his people." (Rom. 15: 10, Rotherham) A new 
booklet was specially prepared to be ready for delivermg the testi­
mony in this month of December, namely, "The Prince of Peace", 
and an ed1t10n of five million co pi es is being run off. This antici­
pates a wide and intensive distribution. That many others may 
convenientiy be provided with copies to join in the distribution, 
the Kingdom publishers will specialize during December on plac­
ing the booklet from house to house, offering seven copies on a 
contribution of twenty-five cents, three copies ten cents, and one 
copy five cents. Its message deserves the widest reading, and the 
call for distributors is urgent. If you see your opportunity to take 
part with others in this house-to-house distribution, write us now 
for needed information and references. That the general report of 
all activity during the "Nations' Gladness" Testimony Period may 
be compiled here, we remind you to turn in your report of field 
work during December. 

"W ATCBTOWER" STUDIES 

Week of January 5: "The Seventieth Week," 
1f 1-22 inclusive, The Watchtower December 1, 1946. 

Week of January 12: "The Seventieth Week," 
1f 23-44 inclusive, The Watchtower December 1, l!Kt!. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal ls published tor the purpose ot enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
In the Bible. It publishes Bible Instruction speclflcall1 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-wilt 
It arranges systematic Bible study for Its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other mea11.11 
of public Instruction In the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It ls entirely free and separate from all religion, parties. sects or 
other worldly organizations. It Is wholly and without reser\"atlon 
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King. 
It Is not dogmatic, but Invites careful and critical examination 
ot Its contents In the light of the Scriptures. It does not Indulge 
In controversy, and Its columns are not open to personalities. 

YZAllLY SUBSCIUP'l'IOK PlttClll 

UNITED STATEl'I, $1.00; all other countrlea. $1.50, Amerkan cul'Tency; 
GREAT BRITAIN, AUBTRALABIA, AND SOUTH ARICA, 68. American remittances 
ahould be made by P0>1taJ Note er by P09tal or Express !lloney Or<ler 
or by Bank Draft. Outside of the United Stntes remittances •hould be 
made direct to the respective branch offices. Remittances from countries 
other than those mentioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by 
Internatoonal Po•tal Mone:r Order onl;r. 

Foa11tGN Orr1C1H 

d.uatt"alla --------- 1 Bere>iford Rd., Strathfleld, N. ll!. W. 
Canada ----- 40 Irwin Ave.. Toronto II. Ontario 
England 34 Craven Terrace, London. \V 2 
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South d.fnca -- 62a Boston House. Cape Town 

Please address the Sooet:r In every case. 

Translation• of thla journal appP.nr In several lan1P1Bi:es. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reaMn of 
Infirmity, po.-erty or ad\'erstty are unable to pay the sub•crlptlnn rrtce 
may have The Watchtower tree upon written application to the rubh•h~rs. 
made onre each year. statlni: the reason for so reque•tlng It We nre 
glad to thus aid the needy, but the written application once each year 
la required by the postal regulations. 

Notice to 8tJbacrtbera: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub•cHp· 
tlon will be sent only when requested. Change of address. when reque,ted, 
mav be expected to appear on a!ldr..,.s label within ooe month Olrt nnrt new 

!.1flr'iis:e:e~u~t~e l!i:ei!;u~n!fnoe~a1.n~1:i1lik b~~~~~ylti~ ~~~;~rl~tl~;pt~;~:~~~-
Prlnted In the United States of America 

Entered aa aeco11d·Cl<U• ,,.atter at the rost ol!lce at /Jrookl11n, N. Y., 
u11dcr the Act of March 3, 1879. 

1947 YEARBOOK OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 

The first postwar year of action by the Lord's kingdom pub­
lishers in more than fifty lands is reported on 1n the 1947 
Yearbook of Jehovah's witnesses. This report was prepared by 
the president of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. It 
discloses the growing magnitude of Jehovah's visible orgamzat10n 
and of the "strange work" he is accomplishing through 1t. 
Supplementing this interesting report is the president's comment 
on the yeartext for 1947, together with a daily Bible text for 
the year's 365 days and a comment thereon as taken from this 
past year's issues of The Watchtower. The limited printing obliges 
us to post the contribution rate for this 1947 Yearbook at 50c 
a copy, mailed postpaid to you. All group units should combine 
the orders of their members and forward same here through the 
appointed servant, to bring about economies of time and expense 
at this end. 

ATTENTION, ALL "WATCHTOWER" READERS! 
During December the W ilOHTOWEB Society is releasing for 

general distribution its new publication, the 64-page booklet 
entitled "The Prince of Peace". During December the thoughts 
and professions (if only outwardly) of all nations of Christendom 
turn to sentiments of peace and good-will, but always the people 
are left without real knowledge of how ever-enduring peace is to 
come to all men of good-will on this earth. The booklet "The 
Prince of Peace'' contains !'- distinctly different, and most up-to-

( Oontinu11d on page 368) 
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"SEVENTY WEEKS" 

"Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and itpon thy holy city, to fi1iish transgression, and to make 
an e1id of sins, and to make 1·econciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to 

seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy."-Dan. 9: 24, Am.Stan. Ver. 

JEHOVAH has put in his own power the times and 
seasons connected with his work. Once fixed by 
him, no creature in heaven or on earth can change 

them or prevent their being marked by the events 
that he assigns to these times and seasons. Till he 
is pleased to reveal the times and seasons for such 
events, the rule applies: "It is not for you to lmow 
times and dates which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority." (Acts 1: 7, An American Transla­
tion) Among the times and seasons that he fixed and 
foretold, together with the epoch-making events that 
should mark them, were the "seventy weeks" men­
tioned in the prophetic book of Daniel. Particular 
interest attaches to the seventieth and last week 
thereof, because many think that this particular 
week is yet to be fulfilled. According to their view, 
the rapid current of world affairs today indicates 
that its fulfillment is near with events that will 
startle the world. ·whether we agree with the 
futurity of the seventieth week or not, the events of 
the total period of "seventy weeks" are of such im­
portance to all who hunger for a happy life under 
better world conditions that it is well to study the 
"seventy weeks" at this season of the year. 

2 The poignant sufferings of the Jewish people, 
especially during the decade of Nazi-Fascist-religious 
attempts at world control, were so outrageous as to 
shock most humane persons. Therefore the outwork­
ing of the "seventy weeks" should command the 
attention of such suffering Jewish people. WhyT 
Because the sure relief of the Jews and of all suffer­
ing humankind lies in the Messiah, and the prophecy 
of the "seventy weeks" has to do with the :Messiah 
the Prince. He is the long-foretold "Seed of Abra­
ham" in whom all the families and nations of the 
earth are promised to be blessed. 

s Since the "seventy weeks" had a definitely marked 
beginning more than two thousand years ago, 
enough time has certainly passed for those weeks to 
run their course and to have their peculiar events 
fulfilled. Jew and Gentile alike, we all are forced to 

this conclusion: Either the Messiah the Prince came 
within that period of weeks, or else the prophecy 
failed to materialize on time and God's appointed 
time failed. Jews must decide one way or the other, 
which means they must also decide whether Daniel 
was a true prophet of theirs or not. Furthermore, 
during the nineteen centuries of time since the 
seventy weeks or their equivalent ran out, the Jews 
have experienced affliction and persecution at the 
hands of the world such as they had never in all their 
previous history known. Is sacred prophecy silent 
as to all this unparalleled suffering of Daniel's 
people and the reason for it 7 or was this worst of 
Jewish sufferings foretold and the reason behind it 
honestly explained 1 The honest mind can hardly 
think that divine prophecy would concern itself with 
lesser hardships upon the Jews and would be blind 
and speechless as to the greatest of tribulation upon 
Daniel's people. 

• All Christendom should be interested, too. Why 1 
Because at this season of each year she celebrates 
what she considers is the time of the Messiah's com­
ing, and the question is asked: Is she right in thus 
celebrating! That is to say, Has she a Bible ba:;is 
for then holding such celebration 7 Thus far in this 
twentieth century two world wars have made her 
celebration anthem, "Peace on earth, good will to 
men," sound hollow. WhyT And why is a tribulation 
worse than any of these world wars fast approach­
ing which will make a mockery of the religious ideas 
that Christendom has woven into her "Christmas" 
celebration T All the foregoing questions as to Jewry 
and Christendom are very practical and insist on 
bold answers. It is with hope of reaching answers 
that are true to the Bible and to hard facts that we 
can approach the inspired prophecy of the seventy 
weeks. The more so as we note that it is not man's 
prophecy although contained in the book of Daniel. 
It was given Daniel by the lips of a high-ranking 
angel, Gabriel, who tells us that he stands in the 
presence of Jehovah God. (Dan. 9: 21; Luke 1: 19) 

31>5 
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Our examination will require going into some detail, 
but our interest in and search for truth will keep it 
from becoming wearisome. 

HOW AND WHY GIVEN 

~The circumstances under which it was given will 
go far toward helping us to understand the proph­
ecy, particularly as to when its fulfillment begins 
and ends. The circumstances were these : The time 
was the "first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, 
of the seed of the Medes, who was made king over 
the realm of the Chaldeans". (Dan. 9: 1, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) That means that the great empire built by 
King Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of Babylon, had fallen, 
just as foretold in the handwriting on the wall of 
King Belshazzar's feasting room. 

6 The kingdom over the wide domain of the Chal­
dean rulers was taken from them and distributed to 
the 1\fedes and Persians as conquerors. The sixty­
two-year-old Darius the Uede was the king of the 
Medes, and his younger nephew, Cyrus the Persian, 
was the king of the Persians. Both these kings came 
from the east against Babylon according to the 
appointed time of Jehovah God. (Dan. 5: 24-31) The 
well-established date for their overthrow of Baby­
lon in the days of King Belshazzar is 539 B.C. Let 
us remember, here, that the ancient pagan year did 
not begin on January 1, but several months ahead 
of that date. Hence the ancient pagan year began on 
one side ahead of our so-called January 1 and ended 
on the other side after January 1. This may account 
for it why some historians date Babylon's fall to 
Darius and Cyrus as 538 B.C. Hence the :first year 
of the reign of Darius the :Mede at the captured city 
of Babylon began in 539 B.C. and ran into 538 B.C. 
It was in this :first year of Darius that the angel 
Gabriel gave the marvelous prophecy to Daniel. 

1 ·why was Daniel selected as the prophet by whom 
to transmit to us the prophecy1 It was because he 
was "greatly beloved" or very precious to God. ·we 
can well conceive it to be so in the case of this 
prophet who was willing for King Darius to cast 
him into the lions' den rather than yield to a reli­
gious law of the Medes and Persians requiring that 
Daniel cease from worshiping Jehovah God in 
prayer. Daniel the Jew, while high in governmental 
ranks under King Darius, was nevertheless a 
captive, an exile far from his native capital city of 
Jerusalem, in Judah. But Jerusalem did not exist 
at that time. King Nebuchadnezzar had utterly 
destroyed it in 607 B.C., and this was the sixty­
eighth year that Jerusalem and the land of Judah 
had lain in destruction, desolate without man or 
tamed beast. Daniel had now come into possession of 
the book of the prophecies of J ererniah, and, says he: 
"I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of 

the years whereof the word of Jehovah came to 
Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishing of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, even seventy years." 
(Dan. 9: 2, Am. Stan. Ver.) That gave Daniel hope 
of the restoration of the Jews from Babylon to their 
homeland of Judah and Jerusalem, within just two 
years. 

8 However, Daniel knew, according to God's word 
by Moses at Leviticus 26: 31-46 and by Solomon at 
1Kings8:46-54, that the Jews had to show them­
selves to be in a proper heart-condition before Goel 
in order to receive such a merciful deliverance by 
Him. They should show faith in him as their 
Deliverer who keeps his word and should humble 
themselves before him with repentance over the sins 
which brought upon them such grievous exile and 
slavery. They should turn away from religion to the 
clean-hearted worship of him as the true and living 
God. Regardless of what other Jews did at that time, 
Daniel started to follow out the course written for 
their guidance in the Holy Scriptures. He reports 
on himself, saying: "And I set my face unto the Lord 
God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fast­
ing and sackcloth and ashes. And I prayed unto 
Jehovah my God, and made confession"; and then 
he tells us what he prayed to God. He called atten­
tion to the fact that the temple built by Solomon was 
a desolate ruin, and that Jerusalem, the "city which 
is called by thy name", and also the land of Judah 
over which it once ruled, lay all in desolation, to the 
astonishment of all nations. So he prayed for mercy, 
believing that the desolateness without man or beast 
would cease two years thence, or in 537 B.C.-Dan. 
9: 3-19, Am. Stan. Ver. 

9 Doubtless, Daniel felt more confident of such 
relief at that time because Darius' nephew was on 
hand, namely, Cyrus, and concerning him the proph­
ecy at Isaiah 44: 28 and 45: 1-3 said: "That saith of 
Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure, even saying of Jerusalem, She shall he 
built; and of the temple, Thy foundation shall he 
laid. Thus saith Jehovah to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him, and I will loose the loins of kings; to 
open the doors before him, and the gates shall not be 
shut: I will go before thee, and make the rough 
places smooth; I will break in pieces the doors of 
brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron; and I will 
give thee the treasures of darh.'"Iless, and hidden 
riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that 
it is I, Jehovah, who call thee by thy name, even the 
God of Israel." (Am. Stan. Ver.) So, doubtless, 
Daniel linked Cyrus with the prophecy at Jeremiah 
25: 11, 12 and 29: 10 concerning a divine visitation 
friendly to Jehovah's people after seventy years of 
desolation. Daniel did not then know that inside of 
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two years Cyrus would be sole ruler of Babylon, and 
of Medo-Persia. 

10 Just how long Daniel continued in his prayers 
and supplications for Zion, the holy mountain of his 
God, we are not told. But about the time ordinarily 
that the evening sacrifice used to be offered at the 
temple on Zion the angelic person Gabriel, being 
dispatched speedily by Jehovah God, appeared to 
Daniel to answer his prayers. To quote Rotherham>s 
emphasized translation from the Hebrew, Gabriel 
said to Daniel: ":Mark then the word, and have 
understanding in the revelation: Seventy weeks 
have been divided concerning thy people and con­
cerning thy holy city-to put an end to the trans­
gression, and fill up the measure of sin, and put a 
propitiatory-covering over iniquity, and bring in 
the righteousness of ages, and affix a seal to vision 
and prophecy, and anoint the holy of holies." (Dan. 
9: 23, 24, Roth.) According to this summing up of 
the results of the course of the seventy weeks, the 
results must be good. So this increases our interest 
in knowing the full significance of those good results. 

11 In this connection the angel Gabriel does not 
mention days. Hence the weeks are not to be viewed 
as weeks of days, totaling 490 days or about a year 
and a third. 'T'he weeks are made up of seven years 
each, and for this reason the very modern trans-

la tors render it: "Seventy weeks of years are 
destined for your people," etc. (A.n American Trans.) 
"Seventy weeks of years are :fixed for your people 
and for your sacred city," etc. (Moffatt) Those 
translations agree with the facts. Hence the seventy 
weeks multiply up to 490 years, beginning at a 
certain time-point next to be announced. 

12 Please note that these seventy weeks apply to 
Daniel's people and the holy city that is to be rebuilt 
during these weeks. Consequently this prophecy 
does not apply to the Gentiles who become Chris­
tians or spiritual Israelites, but applies to the 
natural Jews like Daniel. It applies to the second 
Jerusalem, or the city then rebuilt, and NOT to the 
third Jerusalem erected years after A.D. 70 and 
which is standing today under British mandate. 
According to the most literal meaning of Gabriel's 
word, those seventy weeks that are determined, 
destined, or fixed, upon the Jews and their sacred 
city, "have been divided." And as Gabriel's further 
words show, they were divided up into three periods, 
(1) seven weeks, (2) sixty-two weeks, and (3) one 
week; that is to say, (a) 49 years, (b) 434 years, and 
( c) 7 years; totaling 490 years. How these three 
periods are each to be marked Gabriel proceeds to 
say, and we leave it for the next succeeding article 
to describe in detail. 

THE SEVENTIETH WEEK 

I N DIVIDING up the seventy weeks of years the 
angel Gabriel said to Daniel: "Know therefore 
and understand, that from the going forth of the 

commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem 
unto the :Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, 
and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be 
built again, and the wall, even in troublous times." 
-Dan. 9: 25. 

2 The translation of this verse by the Jewish 
scholar, Isaac Leeser (1853), reads as if the city 
would be under construction throughout the sixty­
two weeks, saying: "Know therefore and compre­
hend. that from the going forth of the word to 
restore and to build Jerusalem unto the anointed the 
prince will be seven weeks: and during sixty and 
two weeks will it be again built with streets and 
ditches ~around it), even in the pressure of the 
times." This also reads as if it would be only seven 
weeks from the starting point up till the :Messiah 
the Prince appeared. But this Leeser translation 
does not agree with the facts, neither with a much 
earlier translation by Jews, namely, the Greek 
Septuagint translation from the Hebrew, made from 

1. How many \\eeks was It to be "unto the lllessiah the Prince"? 
2. Why does Isaac Leeoer's translation not agree with facts? 

and after 280 B.C. This reads: "Therefore thou art 
to know and understand, that from the going forth 
of a word for returning an answer and for building 
Jerusalem until an Anointed ruler are seven weeks, 
and sixty two weeks. They shall indeed return and a 
street shall be built and a wall, and these times shall 
be emptied out." ( C. Thomson) And with this agree 
the majority of reliable modern translators, without 
religious bias. 

a Note that the starting point of the seventy weeks 
is the going forth of the word or commandmrnt "to 
restore and to build Jerusalem". When did such a 
word go forth? Not two years after this vision; that 
is to say, not in 537 B.C., for the decree of Cyrus 
which went forth in that year was specifically for the 
building of the temple on its old site. According to 
the much-revered priestly scribe Ezra himself, King 
Cyrus said in his decree: "All the kingdoms of the 
earth hath Jehovah, the God of heaven, given me; 
and he hath charged me to build him a house in J eru­
salem, which is in Judah"; and in the rest of the 
decree he twice more stresses the rebuilding of the 

3. Why was not the decree of Cyrus In 537 B.C. the starting point of 
the se,·enty weeks? 
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temple rather than rebuilding Jerusalem.-Ezra 
1: 2-4, Am. Stan. Ver. 

'Neither do we find the starting point in the 
seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes,• king of 
Persia, even though Ezra did go up to Jerusalem 
that year with a special letter of commission from 
the king. On this event the following facts present 
themselves: 

& "This Ezra went up from Babylon. And he was 
a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, had given; and the king granted 
him all his request, according to the hand of Jehovah 
his God upon him. And there went up some of the 
children of Israel, and of the priests, and the Levites, 
and the singers, and the porters, and the N ethinim, 
unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
the Iring. And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth 
month, which was in the seventh year of the king. 
For upon the first day of the first month began he to 
go up from Babylon [Nisan 1] ; and on the first day 
of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem [Ab 1], 
according to the good hand of his God upon him." 
(Ezra 7: 6-9, Am. Stan. Ver.) Thus Ezra \vas exactly 
four Jewish or lunar months in making the trip 
from the city of Babylon to Jerusalem. 

6 Now, if we read the copy of the letter that King 
Artaxerxes gave Ezra (7: 11-26), we find that in no 
place does it authorize or command him to rebuild 
Jerusalem. It had as its purpose, as Ezra himself 
describes it, "to beautify the house of Jehovah which 
is in Jerusalem." (Ezra 7: 27, Am. Stan. Ver.) Hence 
the letter referred exclusively to the gold and silver 
and the vessels for use in behalf of the temple at 
Jerusalem, and to the contributions of wheat, win\:l, 
oil and salt for the support of the temple worship, 
and also to the freedom from taxation of all the 
temple servants. 

• In WATCHTOWER publications this Artaxerxes has been referred 
to as Artaxerxes III for the following reason: The Magian im­
postor Smerd!S, who occupied Persia's throne for less than eight 
months (B.C. 522), is called in Greek ...:1rthasastha, usually trans­
lated .Artaxerxes. Hence he would be the first Artaxerxes. (Ezra 
4: 7-24) The Greek Septuagmt next speaks of Esther's royal 
husband as "Artaxerxes'', who was really Xerxes the Great, and 
who was hence the second Artaxer:xes.-Esther 1: 1. 

The next one, who is usually referred to as Artaxerxes I, is 
the third Artaxerxes, being the one with whom Nehemiah dealt. 
Concerning him McClintock & Strong's Cyclop~d1a, Vol. 1, 
page 440, Col. 1, says: "He is the same with the third Artaxerxes, 
the Persian king who, in the twentieth year of his reign, consider­
ately allowed Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem for the furtherance of 
purely national objects, invested him with the government of his 
own people, and allowed him to remain there for twelve years 
(Neh. 2: l; 5: 14)." 

4·6. (a) \Vhy was not the starting point the letter Issued to Ezra in 
the se\'enth year of Artaxerxes~ (b) How many months did Ezra take 
to go up to Jerusalem? 

'Actually, then, we must locate the going forth 
of the proper commandment and the start of the 
seventy weeks at thirteen years after this special 
visit of Ezra to the temple at Jerusalem. 

PROVING THE STARTING POINT 
8 The Jewish month Ohislev is the ninth month and 

falls partly in our months of November and Decem­
ber; and concerning this month we read: "The words 
of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it came to 
pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as 
I was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of 
my brethren, came, he and certain men out of Judah; 
and I asked them concerning the Jews that had 
escaped, that were left of the captivity, and concern­
ing Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnant 
that are left of the captivity there in the province 
are in great aflliction and reproach: the wall of .J eru­
salem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burned with fire." (Neh.1: 1-3, Am.Stan. Ver.) This 
could not refer to any time during the seventy years 
that followed King Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of 
Jerusalem in B.C. 607. According to Jeremiah's 
prophecy which Daniel studied, those seventy years 
were to be marked by the absolute desolation of 
Jerusalem and the land of Judah without even a 
remnant of the Jews or of domesticated beasts. How­
ever, the remnant of Jews who acted upon Cyrus' 
decree and who returned from Babylonish captivity 
to the desolated city in 537 B.C. are elsewhere spoken 
of as the remnant of the captivity that had escaped. 
(Ezra 9: 8, 13-15; Isa. 4: 2, 3; 10: 20-22; 37: 31, 32; 
Obad. 17) Some rebuilding of Jerusalem was accom­
plished by this remnant that escaped or returned 
from captivity in Babylon; but in the thirteen years 
after Ezra's above-mentioned visit to Jerusalem the 
remnant and the holy city had come into the state 
that Hanani described to Nehemiah in the month of 
Chislev, in Artaxerxes' twentieth year. 

9 Nehemiah's chance to petition King Artaxerxes 
(III) for the sake of rebuilding Jerusalem strongly 
against her enemies came four months later, in the 
same twentieth year of the reign of this Artaxerxes. 
\Ve read: "And it came to pass in the month Nisan, 
in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that 
wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and 
gave it unto the king." On that occasion in Nisan, the 
first Jewish month, after earnest heart-prayer to 
Jehovah God, Nehemiah made this request to the 
king: "If it please the king, and if thy servant have 
found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send 

7. How many years after that did the seventy weeks begin? 
8. (a) When did Nehemiah first get a report of Jerusalem's sad condition? 
(b) Who were the remnant of the captivity tben there? 
9. How did Nehemiah's chance to petition King Artaxerxes come that 
same year? and for what did he petition? 
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me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepul­
chres, THAT I l\UY BUILD IT •••• If it please the king, 
let letters be given me to the governors beyond the 
river [Euphrates], that tlrny may convey me over 
till I come into Judah; and a letter unto Asaph the 
keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me 
timber to •make beams for the gates of the palace 
which appertained to the house, and for the WALL of 
the city, and for the house that I shall enter into." 
And Nehemiah tells us: "And the king granted me, 
according to the good hand of my God upon me." 
-Neh. 2: 1-8. 

10 Being in the month N:isan, which falls partly in 
our months of March and April, that was in the 
spring of the northern year. But the going forth of 
the word or commandment to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem is not to be counted as issuing forth 
in that spring month, but rather more than four 
months later when the king's word or command­
ment really began to take effect toward Jerusalem 
with Nehemiah there on the ground. For Nehe­
miah tells us that, at a set time either in Nisan 
or in a later month, he started his journey from Shu­
shan (or Susa in Elam) to Jerusalem, and this must 
have taken longer than Ezra's four-month journey 
from Babylon, because Shushan was over 400 miles 
east of Babylon and was thus farther from Jeru­
salem. So Nehemiah must have arrived there toward 
the beginning of the sixth month (Elul), or likely 
toward the end of September (Jewish Tizri) and 
near the end of Artaxerxes' twentieth year of rule. 
From then on the seventy weeks of Gabriel's proph­
ecy began to count. 

11 Most commentators of today make the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes correspond with B.C. 445. So 
the date given at the head of the marginal references 
in non-Catholic Bible editions is B.C. 445. But this is 
ten years too short, for the correct date is B.C. 455. 
In the footnote of the Catholic Douay Version Bible 
the date given is Ante Christum 454, or B.C. 454. 
In the non-Catholic King James or Authorized Ver­
sion Bible the time schedule of history as compiled 
by Archbishop Usher was first added in the edition 
of A.D. 1701, but, instead of using Usher's date for 
the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, Bishop Lloyd 
inserted Dr. Dodwell's date of B.C. 445, and Bible 
chronologers have followed suit since. But in Usher's 
The Annals of the Old and New Testament (1658), 
for the time of Hanani's report to Nehemiah in the 
month Ohislev (November-December) Usher gives 

10. Why does not the going forth of the commandment to rebuild 
Jerusalem count from the month Nisan? 
11. What is Usher's date for t~e twentieth year ot Artaxen:es? and 
why do most Dible margmal readmgs differ from hie date? 

in the margin of page 137 the following time-desig­
nation: "456 B.C., Year of the World 3550; Julian 
period 4258." In the month Nisan (:March-April), 
four months after Hanani's report to Nehemiah, the 
time would become 455 B.C. 

12 The noted scholar Ernst Wm. Hengstenberg 
(1802-1869), with the facts of history behind him, 
ably disproved Dodwell's date of B.C. 445. He shows 
445 to be ten years too short. We turn to his Chris­
tology of the Old Testament,• in volume 2, under 
the heading "The Seventy Weeks of D_aniel", and 
the subheading "The Definiteness of the Dates". 
There, on pages 389-391, Hengstenberg says as to 
the starting point from which the seventy weeks 
begin to count (or, "the terminus a quo of the seventy 
weeks") the following: 

13 "The 7 weeks beginning with this terminus a 
qito. The restoration of the city shall extend entirely 
through it, and be completed with its termination. 
This falls,-and, as will hereafter be shown, THE 

TWENTIETH YEAR OF ARTAXERXES IS THE YEAR 455 
BEFORE CHRisT,-in the year 406, two years before 
the end of the nineteenth year of the reign of Darius 
the Second, the successor of Artaxerxes. 

"The most remarkable te~timony is furnished by 
Herodotus, whose history could not have been com­
posed before the year 408, because he relates events 
which fall in this year and the preceding ... What 
he says, therefore, respecting the greatness of J eru­
salem, can tolerably well be applied to the time of 
the ei:id of the 7 weeks .... the Kadytis of Herodo­
tus is Jerusalem ... Herodotus speaks of Kadytis 
in two places ... in a comparatively short time, in 
place of a heap of rubbish, a city should arise, 
inferior in greatness to few in Asia." 

H On page 394 rn 2) Hengstenberg says: "All 
chronologists agree, that the commencement of the 
reign of Xerxes falls in the year 485 before Christ, 
the death of Artaxerxes, in the year 423. The differ­
ence [of opinion] concerns only the year of the com­
mencement of the reign of Artaxerxes [in between 
B.C. 485 and 423]. Our problem is completely solved, 
when we have shown that this year falls in the 
year 474 before Christ. For then the twentieth year 
of Artaxerxes is the year 455 before Christ, accord­
ing to the usual reckoning, ... " On page 395 he says 
in proof of B.C. 474: "Krueger ... places the death 
of Xerxes in the year 474 or 473, and the flight of 

•Translated from the German by Reuel Keith, D.D., from the 
First Edition, New York, 1836-1839, in three volumes; volume 2 
being published by Wm. M. Morrison, Washington, D.C. 

12·1-4. When does the authority Hengstenburg show Artaxerxes began 
to reign? aud hence when did his twentieth year fall? 
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Themistocles• a year later." This would allow for 
Xerxes the Great, the husband of Queen Esther, a 
reign of eleven or twelve years. Whereas Ctesias, • • 
the Greek historian of the fifth century B.C., makes 
Artaxerxes to have reigned 42 years, the above 
calculation shows he reigned 51 years, beginning 
with the year B.C. 474. Thus on page 399 Heng­
stenberg speaks of "a fifty-one years' reign of 
Artaxerxes". 

15 It is therefore established on competent author­
ity that Artaxerxes king of Persia oegan reigning 
in 474 B.C., and that his twentieth year fell in or 
overlapped on 455 B.C. This year, then, in the late 
summer, or early fall, marks the time when the word 
or commandment went forth WITH EFFECT for Jeru­
salem to be rebuilt. So that is when the "seventy 
weeks" began to count. Since these weeks amount to 
490 years, then they must find their end in the year 
36 (A.D.), in the late summer or early fall. 

• The flight of General Themistocles from Greece to Asia happened 
at the time of the transfe1Tmg of Persia's throne from Xerxes 
the Great to his son Artaxerxes. The Grecian hist-0rian Thu­
cydides lived during the reign of Artaxerxes, and tells us that 
General Themistocles fled from his home country to Persia when 
Artaxerxes had but "lately come to the throne". 

The Grecian biographer, Plutarch, of the first century A.D., 
says under Themistocles (c. 27): "Thucydides, and Charon of 
Lampsacus, say that Xerxes was dead, and that Themistocles had 
an interview with his son Artaxerxes; but Ephorus, Dinon, 
Cltarchus, Heraclides and many others, write that he came to 
Xerxes. The chronological tables better agree with the account 
of Thucydides." 

Nepos, a Roman historian of the first century B.C., also backs 
up Thucydides, saying: "I know that most historians have related 
that Themistocles went over into Asia in the reign of Xerxes, but 
I give credence to Thucydides in preference to others, because he, 
of all who have left records of that period, was nearest in point 
of time to Themistocles, and was of the same city [namely, 
Athens]. Thucydides says that he went to Artaxerxes." 

The point of all the above is: Diodorus Siculus, Greek historian 
of the first century A.D., in his annals or chronology gives the 
date of Themistocles' death as 471 B.C. Now, on arriving in Asia, 
Themistocles sent a letter to Artaxerxes who had recently suc­
ceeded Xerxes to the throne of Pe1-s1a. Themistocles asked him 
for an audience but begged first one year's time during which to 
learn the Persian language, and after that he would come and lay 
before Artaxerxes some plans for subduing Greece. His request 
being granted by Artaxerxes, Themistocles appeared at his court 
at the end of said year. Hence he must have been in Asia at least 
two years before dying in 471, and so he must have arrived in 
Ephesus (Asia) in 473 B.C. Accordingly the beginning of 
Artaxerxes' reign may be fixed at 474 B.C. His twentieth year 
would fall in 455 B.C. 

••See McClintock & Strong's Cyclop~dia, Vol. 9, page 602, Col. l, 
under "The Date of the Edict". 

Also see "Equipped for Every Good. Work", pages 183, 184, 
1947 edition. 

15. So, then, upon competent authority, when did the seventy weeks 
begin and end~ 

THE MESSIAH APPEARS 
18 During the D:rst seven weeks, or forty-nine 

years, the city w~s to be rebuilt; and it became, as 
Herodotus the historian said of Kadytis; a city 
"inferior in greatness to few in Asia". What is pre­
dicted to happen sixty-two weeks (or 434 years) 
after this T That is to say, what is to happen after 
sixty-nine weeks (or 483 years) of time, if we count 
from 455 B.C. T Daniel 9: 25 (Young) answers: 
"From the going forth of the word to restore and to 
build Jerusalem till Messiah the Leader is seven 
week~, and sixty and two weeks"; that is to say, 
sixty-nine weeks all together. Hence the appearance 
of the long-promised Messiah must occur at the end 
of the sixty-nine weeks. Those weeks, or 483 years, 
count from the fall of 455 B.C. 'l'his brings us to the 
fall of the year 29 A.D. What happened in that year! 
History shows that the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Roman Emperor Tiberius Caesar fell in that year 
29. • Tiberius began reigning in Rome at the death of 
Augustus Caesar on August 19, A.D. 14. Hence the 
first year of Tiberius' reign extended from that date 
to August 18 of A.D. 15; and the fifteenth year of 
his reign extended from August 19, A.D. 28, to 
August 18, A.D. 29. Therefore the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius' reign coincided with the 483rd year of the 
"seventy weeks" period. 

11 Now Luke 3: 1-4 tells us what happened in that 
momentous year of 29 (A.D.), saying: "Now in the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pon­
tius Pilate being governor of Judrea, and Herod 
being tetrarch of Galilee, ... the word of God came 
unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 
And he came into all the country round about J or­
dan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins." About six months after John's 
appearance, Jesus came from Nazareth to John and 
was baptized. At this baptism John testifies that 
Jesus became the Anointed One, or Christ, hy heing 
anointed with God's holy spirit. John 1: 32-34 tells 
us: "And John bare record, saying, I saw the spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it ahodc: 
upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me 
to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the holy [spirit]. And I saw, and bare record 
that this is the Son of God." Shortly after this, 
John's disciple Andrew met the anointed Jesus and 
then hunted up his brother Simon Peter. "In tlw 
morning he met his brother Simon and told him, 
'We have found the messiah' (which may be trans-

• See "The Kingdom Is at Hand!', pages 18, 19. 

16. (a) What was due to occur after the end of slxtv-nlne weeke' 
(bl With what year did the lallt year of those weeks coinol<ie? 
17. What happened In that year, to fulfill the prophecy' 
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lated, 'Christ')." Thus the Christ had come, and this 
exactly on time, at the end of the 69 weeks (or 483 
years) in the fall of A.D. 29.-John 1: 41, Moffatt. 

18 At his anointing with the spirit Jesus was thirty 
years old. Luke 3: 21-23 tells us: ""When Jesus had 
been baptized and was praying, heaven opened and 
the holy spirit descended in bodily form like a dove 
upon him; then came a voice from heaven, 'Thou art 
my son, the Beloved, to-day have I become thy 
father.' At the outset Jesus was about thirty years 
of age.''-Moffatt. 

19 From this fact can be ascertained when Jesus 
was born. Since he was thirty years of age when he 
was baptized and anointed about the fall of A.D. 29, 
then he must have been born thirty years earlier, or 
about fall of B.C. 2.• In the fall of B.C. 1 Jesus 
would be one year old. In the ·fall of the next year, 
A.D. 1, he would be two years old. In the fall of 
A.D. 29 he would therefore be thirty years old. His 
birth in the fall of the year, about October 1·, before 
the rainy winter-season of Palestine set in, agrees 
with Luke's account that at the time of Jesus' birth 
in Bethlehem "there were in the same country shep­
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night". (Luke 2: 7, 8) Childbirth in a stable 
and laying the newborn babe in a manger would 
hardly be a proper thing for a wintry date, such as 
December 25. This is shown by Jesus' own words 
later: "Woe unto them that are with child, and to 
them that give suck in those days! But pray ye that 
your flight be not IN THE WINTER, neither on the 
sabbath day.'' (Matt. 24: 19, 20) Very considerately, 
then, Jesus was born about the fall of the year at 

Various time-calculators put the date of Jesus' birth at 4 B.C., 
or even 6 B.C. They do so to make his birth harmonize with what 
the Jewish historian Josephus says. In Antiquities of the Jews, 
Book 17, chapter 6 ('I: 4), Josephus says concerning Herod's con­
tluct shortly before he died: "But Herod deprived this Matthias 
of the high-priesthood: and burnt the other Matthias, who raised 
the sedition, with his companions, alive. And that very night there 
was an eclipse of the moon." 

It has been calculated that such eclipse of the moon occurred 
March 13 of the year 4 B.C. and that hence Herod's slaughter of 
the babes of Bethlehem after Christ's birth must have occurred at 
least in that year. But a lunar eclipse is not sufficient data by 
which to locate the year of a certain event, because in any one 
year there are two eclipse seasons, and an eclipse of the moon will 
generally, although not always, occur during each of these two 
seasons. Also because an eclipse of the moon may be seen from an 
entire hemisphere or half of the earth, more eclipses of the moon 
are visible at one place than eclipses of the sun . .An entire year 
may elapse without an eclipse of the moon, but in many years 
there occur two eclipses of the moon. The year 1946 is such a 
year of two total eclipses; the one on June 14 was visible in Asia 
and eastern and southern Africa, and hence in Palestine; the 
second lunar eclipse, on December 8, is to be visible in Asia, 
Europe, and Africa, and hence in Palestine. 

t8. When and how was Jesus anointed? and at what age? 
19. From tbls, bow 1s Christendom's "Christmas" season shown to be 
months otr season? 

the end of the 453rd year of the seventy weeks, in 
B.C. 2. Hence Christendom's "Christmas" celebra­
tion is months off season. 

MESSIAH CUT OFF 
20 The prophetic expression of Daniel 9: 25 (.Am. 

Stan. Ver.), "it shall be built again, with street and 
moat, even in troublous times," refers to the rebuild­
ing of Jerusalem with its squares and narrow streets 
and wall, which work should have been finished by 
the end of the first seven weeks of years, or 49 years. 
Hence the Rotherham translation, in harmony with 
the Greek Septuagint Version, reads: "The broad­
way and the wall shall again be built, even in. the end 
of the times." But after this is accomplished during 
those first seven weeks, what happens nextT Daniel 
9: 26 makes this answer: "And after threescore and 
two weeks [or 62 weeks] shall Messiah be cut off, 
but not for himself: and the people of the prince 
that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctu­
ary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war desolations are determined." 
The above-mentioned sixty-two weeks follow the 
first seven weeks. 

21 This verse cannot be understood to mean that at 
the end of sixty-nine (7 plus 62) weeks, in the fall 
of A.D. 29, the Messiah, Christ Jesus, must be cut 
off or slain. The historic record shows that after 
Jesus was anointed with God's spirit and became 
Christ in that year of 29 (A.D.), he carried on a work 
of preaching for at least three and a half years, to 
take in four annual passover celebrations. Further­
more, Daniel 9: 25 told us that it would be sixty-nine 

Concerning the date of Herod's death Josephus says, in Antiq­
uities, Book 17, chapter 8 ('i l) : "Now Herod altered his will, 
upon the alteration of his mind: . . . When he had done these 
things, he died, the fifth day after he had caused .Antipater (his 
son] to be slain: having reigned since he had procured Antigonus 
[the Jewish high priest] to be slain, thirty-four years; but since 
he had been declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven." 

In Book 14, chapter 16 ('jl, 4), JQsephus tells us that Herod 
took possession of the city of Jerusalem in the summertime of the 
third year of the 185th Olympiad, or B.C. 38, and began to reign. 
This was more than three years after he had been appointed to 
be king of Judea by the Roman senate. Hence from this date is 
when the reign of King Herod should be counted, and not the 
time of the senate's appointment of him three years earlier, for at 
his capture of Jerusalem the senate's appointment first took real 
effect. Some time after Herod's capture of Jerusalem, he procured 
the death of the Jewish high priest .Antigonus, B.C. 37. 

So, then, if we date the thirty-seven-year reign of Herod from 
the time of Jerusalem's capture in B.C. 38, it brings us to B.C. 1 
as the year of Herod's death. This would easily allow for Jesus' 
birth to fall in B.C. 2 during Herod's reign, and for the visit of 
the Magi to Herod thereafter and then the slaughter of the 
innocent babes in Bethlehem at Herod's cruel orders. 

20. What takes piece during the first seven weeks? and what notable 
event is predicted to occur atter the next sixty-two weeks? 
21. Whr does that not mean Messiah must be cut otr at the end ot 
those sixty-two weeks, iD the tall ot A..D. 29? 
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weeks "UNTO the :Messiah the Prince", that is to say, 
unto his becoming Messiah or Christ or Anointed 
One and thus making his_ appearance as such. The 
effort of some Bible commentators to make the 
events of Jesus' ministry fit into one year after his 
appearance is a plain wresting of the facts and is 
unsatisfactory. Hence what the prophecy means by 
saying that after the sixty-two weeks Messiah 
should be cut off is that at some time after their 
close the :Messiah's death could be expected. The 
final verse of the prophecy (Daniel 9: 27) definitely 
indicates when. 

22 One thing is certain : 'Messiah's being cut off was 
not to be on his own account or because of any sin 
of his own. This is one meaning that has been 
assigned to the brief statement, "but not for him­
self." Other translations carry a different thought: 
"And shall have nothing." (Am. Stan. Ver.; Rother­
ham) This agrees with Jesus' saying that he has no 
part in this world. His kingdom is not of this world, 
and, although the "prince of this world" came, he 
would find in Jesus nothing in common with the 
Devil and his world. This world, including the Jew­
ish religious organization, did not decide in favor 
of the 'Messiah, but turned him over to political 
authorities to be executed sn a tree of torture, in 
disgrace. ""Without a successor to follow him," or, 
"leaving none to succeed him." (Leeser; An Arner. 
Trans.; Moffatt) These last translations agree with 
Isaiah's question regarding ~Iessiah: "He was taken 
from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation 'I" (Isa. 53: S) These transla­
tions also show that there is just the one :Messiah 
and that he needs no generation of successors, 
because Almighty God raised him up to life im­
mortal in the heavens. Thereby he has the power of 
an endless life to carry out the work of everlasting 
blessing to all the families and nations of the earth. 
This, therefore, rules out the need of any successor 
in the form of a so-called "vicar'' or "vicegerent" at 
Rome or at Vatican City. 

23 It is because of Messiah's being innocently "cut 
off" that the things described in the rest of the verse 
come as a judgment from Jehovah God. But these 
things do not come within the one remaining week of 
the "seventy weeks". What these things are we read: 
"And the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood, and even unto the end 
shall be war; desolations are determined.''• (Dan. 
9: 26, Arn. Stan. Ver.) This makes it clear that the 

• Translation according to the rabbi's Masoretic text of the 
Hebrew. 

22. How was 1\leRslah cut olf "not for himself", and 'having nothing' 
and "without a successor to tollow him"'? 
23. When did the rest of the things foretold in Daniel 9 : 26 come? 
und wll)? 

city whose rebuilding the angel Gabriel was fore­
telling would be destroyed some time after the 
seventy weeks, and evidently as a judgment upon its 
inhabitants for their treatment of the Messiah at 
his coming among them. The prince whose people 
destroy the rebuilt city and its sanctuary or temple 
is not the same as Messiah the Prince. History shows 
that, thirty-seven years after the Messiah the Prince 
was cut off, the Roman prince and general, Titus, 
son of Emperor Vespasian, came with a host of 
warrior people against the rebellious city and de­
stroyed both it and Herod's temple therein. This 
took place A.D. 70, about forty-one years after the 
anointing of the Messiah. 

2
' But the original Hebrew text (all consonants) 

of Daniel 9: 26 may be read differently by applying 
different vowels to it. The ancient Septuagint Ver­
sion indicates a different reading, rendering verse 
26 this wa.y: "And he, WITH THE RULER who is coming, 
will destroy the city and the sanctuary. They shall 
be destroyed with a deluge, and even to the end of 
the war determined on in course, with desolations.'' 
( 0. Thomson) This shows that the Hebrew words 
translated "the people of the prince" may also be 
translated "with the prince",• that is to say, with 
the agency of or by means of the prince. Some capa­
ble translators prefer this reading. Hence Houbi­
gant translates it: "Afterwards he shall waste the 
city and the sanctuary, BY THE PRINCE that is to 
come." And Rotherham translates it: "And the city 
and the sanctuary will one destroy with the Prince." 
This shows that the destruction of Jerusalem and 
her sanctuary after the cutting off of the Messiah 
would come as a divine judgment against that reli­
gious city. Jesus Christ declared: "The Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son." (John 5:22) Hence he, the Messiah, 
would supervise the execution of judgment from 
heaven, and the Roman prince, General Titus, was 
the human agent by means of which the divine judg­
ment was poured out upon Jerusalem and her 
polluted temple. 

25 This destruction verily came like a flood or 
deluge, resulting in one of the most appalling dis­
asters of human history upon the rebellious city. 
After the cutting off of the Messiah the difficulties of 
the Jews both among themselves and with the 
Roman government increased. Until Jerusalem's 
end came A.D. 70, all efforts at quieting the situation 
failed, because God's decree was: "Even unto the 

•Various Kennicott-DeRossi manuscripts in Hebrew read this 
way;. also the Syriac Version, the Latin Vulgate, and the Greek 
Septuagint. 

24. What different reading may the Hebrew te:rt at Daniel 9 : 26 have? 
and bow do the facta in fulfillment agree with this reading? 
25. Row was the end thereof "With a llood", with war unto the end, 
and with the desolations determined? 



DECEMBER 1, 1946 ~e WATCHTOWER. 363 

end shall be war." Finally the complete desolations 
came upon the doomed city and upon the unhappy 
Jewish people who looked to her as their holy city 
with a sanctuary. To this far-separated day the 
sufferings continue upon the Jews, both inside and 
outside of Christendom. Now, above all times, it is 
time that more Jews should be honest with them­
selves and courageously examine to see if Messiah 
the Prince did come at the time that the angel Gabriel 
told Daniel. Remember: the relief and salvation of 
Jews and Gentiles alike come through this Messiah 
and his kingdom, which kingdom is at hand. 

GOOD RESULTS OF SEVENTY WEEKS 
25 Behold the blessings that come through this 

Messiah, as described in Daniel 9: 24. We quote the 
verse (Am.Stan. Ver.): "Seventy weeks are decreed 
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish 
[restrain] transgression, and to make an end of 
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy 
[or, the holy of holies]." 

21 Finishing and restraining transgression and 
making an end of sins does not mean filling up the 
measure of the sins and transgression of Daniel's 
people, although the cutting off of the Messiah after 
his nation rejected him was the very height of 
crime. But many took part in that crime in ignorance. 
tActs 3: 17) More happily, it mearn; canceling trans­
gression and sin for those who would manifest a 
faith in the Messiah and in the benefits of his 
cutting off in death. Jehovah's law covenant with 
Israel through the mediator Moses had caused trans­
gression and sin to be multiplied in the understand­
ings of those under the Mosaic law. "For by the law 
is the knowledge of sin." "The law entered, that the 
offence might abound." "That sin by the command­
ment might become exceeding sinful." (Rom. 3: 20; 
5: 20; 7: 13) By the Mosaic law Daniel's people did 
not gain justification to eternal life. Directly con­
trary to that, the law exposed them all as sinners 
and condemned them as such and brought upon them 
the curse as upon covenant-breakers. But where sin 
abounded as exposed by the Mosaic law, God's mercy 
and favor abounded much more through his Messiah. 
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree: that the blessing 
of Abraham might come." (Gal. 3: 13, 14; Deut. 
21: 23) Thus by Messiah's death on the tree the law 
covenant with its power to condemn was taken out of 
the way, and, by the merit of Messiah's self-sacrifice, 
transgression and sins of the repentant sinners can 

2G, 27. As predicted In Daniel 9: 24, how Wfll! transgression finished 
and an end made of srns? 

be canceled and the penalty thereof be restrained. 
28 By the value of Messiah's death on the accursed 

tree a reconciliation of repentant believers is pro­
vided. A propitiatory covering is drawn over their 
sins, and thus the way is opened for their justifica­
tion ·with God. Such justification is what is signified 
by "everlasting righteousness". Such justification 
means heing made right, righteous, in the sight of 
God. Such righteousness will be everlasting, and it 
will procure everlasting life to the justified one. It 
is by the Messiah, who was cut off after the sixty­
ninth week, that such everlasting righteousness is 
brought in as a thing recognized and accepted by 
God. So it is written, at Romans 3: 21, 22: "Now the 
righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets ; even 
the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ unto all and upon all them that believe." 
Hence the corning of the Messiah and his cutting off 
in death at God's appointed time seals up this vision 
and prophecy by Gabriel, as well as all the other 
inspired prophecies, as being true and from a od. It 
stamps them with the seal of divine backing, as being 
from one divine source and not from erring man. It 
seals up the vision and prophecy as being restricted 
to Messiah because of finding their fulfillment in him 
and his work. Their interpretation is found in him, 
and we cannot look to anyone else for their fulfill­
ment. Nothing else will unseal their meaning. 

2
" One other thing that must be fulfilled by the end 

of the seventy weeks is that last mentioned, namely, 
"to anoint the most holy," or, "to anoint the holy of 
holies." This refers to more than the anointing of 
the Messiah with God's holy spirit after he was bap­
tized by John the Baptist, because "the most holy" 
or "holy of holies" does not refer to an individual 
person. "Holy of holies" is the expression used to 
refer to the true sanctuary of Jehovah God. (Ex. 
2G: 33, 34; 1 Ki. 6: 16; 7: 50) As a prophetic type of 
this, in old time, "Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them"; and Moses did this on the day of 
installing the typical priesthood of Aaron and his 
sons. (Lev. 8: 10) But the sanctuary or "holy of 
holies" that God anoints with his spirit by the encl 
of the seventy weeks is not made by human hands; 
it is God's building. It is his true temple made up of 
Jesus Christ as Foundation and Chief Corner Stone 
and of all his justified footstep followers as "living 
stones".-Eph. 2: 20-22. 

30 On the day of Pentecost, approximately three 
and a half years after the anointing of Jesus at 
Jordan, the holy spirit of anointing came upon his 
28. (a) How was reconciliation made for Iniquity and everlasting right· 
eowme&1 broui:ht In? jbl How were the vlRlon and prophecy sealed? 
29. Why does the 'ano ntlng of the most holy' not apply to Jesus alone? 
30. How did the anorntlng of the rest of the sanctuary class begin, 
and when? 
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first Jewish followers, the faithful apostles and their 
fellow disciples. (Acts 2) Some time later the same 
spirit of anointing came upon the first non-Jewish 
or Gentile believers at the home of Cornelius the 
Italian centurion, the apostle Peter and other Jews 
being present as witnesses on that occasion. Hence, 
at the latest, it must have been at the close of the 
seventy weeks in the year 36 (A.D.) that this first 
anointing of the Gentile members of the sanctuary 
class took place.-Acts 10. 

81 Thus, for the encouragement and joy of all of 
us, whether Jew or Gentile, one never-to-be-for­
gotten fact remains: Although the city of Jerusalem 
and its material sanctuary were destroyed A.D. 70, 
these grand benefits from the cutting off and resur­
recting of the Messiah the Prince continue with us 
to this year of 1946. 

THE FINAL WEEK 

32 Without question the final week, or seventieth 
week, is meant when the angel Gabriel said: "A.nd 
he shall make a firm covenant with many for one 
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease; and upon the 
wing of abominations shall come one that maketh 
desolate; and even unto the full end, and that deter­
mined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate." 
(Dan. 9: 27, .Am. Stan. Ver.) Because in this con­
nection "abominations" and "one that maketh deso­
late" are mentioned, certain religious commentators 
explain this verse to apply exclusively to what they 
call "Antichrist" and make it apply to a yet future 
and indefinite time. In this way they separate the 
seventieth week from the sixty-nine weeks by now 
more than nineteen hundred years, and by how much 
longer than that even they do not know. If this 
seventieth week is thus detached from the preceding 
sixty-nine weeks by a gap of more than nineteen 
centuries, then it has lost all its value as a time­
indicator or marker, and it definitely indicates the 
time of nothing. Not even those who detach it and 
locate it in the future know when it will fall. They 
try, however, to bind it still together with the other 
sixty-nine weeks by saying its connecting-link is that 
it must happen upon "thy people" and "thy holy 
city", that is to say, upon Daniel's natural people, 
the Jews, and the city of Jerusalem in Palestine. 
Surely_ the Jerusalem of today, without a temple 
built by Jewish hands, is not Daniel's ''holy city". 

sa The mistaken interpretation comes from the 
religious belief that the final fulfillment of Bible 
prophecies about restoring a faithful remnant to 

31. Over what pertinent fact can we rejoice In the year 1947? 
:J2. Because of the words "abominations" and "one that maketh desolate", 
how do •ome re!Jg1onlsts apply the seventieth week? and why wrongly so? 
33. 1''rom what belief does such Interpretation come? and why is it 
manifestly Improper? 

Jehovah's favor and setting up His sanctuary among 
them refers to the restoring of the natural Jews to 
Palestine and the building of a literal temple there 
as described at Ezekiel, chapters 40-48. Such a belief 
does away with the application of the prophecies to 
God's remnant of spiritual Israel (Messiah's follow­
ers). It ignores God's spiritual temple of the Messiah 
and his church, and it reverses Jesus' statement to 
the Samaritan woman: ''Woman, believe me, the hour 
cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, NOR 
YET AT JERUSALEM, worship the Father. God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth." (John 4: 21, 24) It makes the 
confirming of the covenant with many for a week 
to mean a covenant with "Antichrist". It makes the 
causing of the sacrifice and oblation to cease to 
mean Antichrist's act of covenant-breaking. It hides 
important facts which are indicated by the prophecy 
to occur at a definitely certain time. 

5
' When Gabriel gave the prophecy he grouped all 

seventy weeks in one lump. He did so for making the 
times and seasons within God's purpose definitely 
marked and ascertainable. From that standpoint the 
interpretation of the seventieth week as God sheds 
his light upon it from the Bible proves satisfactory 
and harmonious with the facts. The "one week" 
which completes the seventy weeks extends, there­
fore, from A.D. 29 (fall) to A.D. 36 (fall). Within 
that seven-year week the covenant is confirmed or 
made strong with many. Evidently the "many" are 
all Jews, for Gabriel said the seventy-weeks proph­
ecy applies to Daniel's people and holy city. The 
covenant that is confirmed or made strong is the 
Abrahamic covenant concerning the seed in whom 
all the families of the earth should be blessed. The 
Jews were the natural seed of Abraham according 
to the flesh, and hence naturally they were the first 
ones to whom the benefits of that Abrahamic cove­
nant should go. As the apostle Peter said during 
the last half of the seventieth week to the Jews at 
the temple: ''Ye are the children of the prophets, 
and of the covenant which God made with our 
fathers, saying unto Abraham, A.nd in thy seed shall 
all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you 
first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him 
to bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
his iniquities." (Acts 3: 25, 26) Confirming the cove­
nant or making strong its application to "many'' of 
the Jews means, therefore, limiting first its benefits 
to the Jews exclusively during this "one week". 

ss The one that confirms the covenant is Jehovah's 
Judge, who executes the divine judgment against 
rebellious Jerusalem and her defiled sanctuary 

34. (a) When, therefore, does the "seventieth week" !all? (b) Who are 
the many with whom the covenant is confirmed that final week? 
35. Who confirmed the covenant with them "one week"? and how do 
the fact.ti show th18? 
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A.D. 70 "by the prince that is to come", namely, the 
Roman general Titus. Jehovah's Judge, Christ 
Jesus, is His "messenger of the covenant". He was 
promised to "suddenly come to his temple", and he 
did come to the temple in Jerusalem after John the 
Baptist had prepared the way before Jehovah's 
"messenger". (Mal. 3: 1; Mark 1: 2; Luke 1: 76-79) 
During his preaching ministry Jesus confined him­
self strictly to the circumcised Jews, and informed 
the uncircumcised Gentiles: "I am not sent but unto 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel." He instructed 
his evangelists to copy his example. (Matt. 15: 24; 
10 : 5, 6) In proof that this strictly pro-Jewish treat­
men t during Jesus' ministry was in confirmation of 
Jehovah's covenant promises to the Jewish fore­
fathers, Paul writes: "Now I say that Jesus Christ 
was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of 
God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers." 
(Rom. 15: 8) For this reason, even after Messiah 
was cut off, the privileges of the Abrahamic cove­
nant could not at once be extended to the Gentile 
believers. First there must be one week's confirma­
tion of the covenant to the "many" Jewish believers, 
down to the fall of A.D. 36. Hence Peter, with the 
"keys of the kingdom of heaven", could not be sent 
on his mission to Cornelius the Gentile until the fall 
of A.D. 36, when the "one week'' ended. 

as However, what about the next prophetic state­
ment: "And in the midst of the week he shall cause 
the sacrifice and the oblation to cease"~ This has no 
connection with what God's angel foretells, at Daniel 
11: 31 and 12: 11, to wit: "And arms shall stand on 
his part; and they shall pollute the sanctuary of 
strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and 
they shall place the abomination that maketh deso­
late." "And from the time that the daily sacrifice 
shall be taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thousand 
two hundred and ninety days." In these texts the 
words in italic letters, sacrifice, are inserted, and the 
Hebrew words for "daily" and "take away'' are 
entirely different from the words Gabriel uses to 
say: "He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease." Caiise to cease literally means cause or 
make to sabbath, to rest, to desist from working. 
:\nd Jehovah's Judge, the Messiah, does this "in the 
midst of the week''. HowT 

37 The "sacrifice and the oblation" here designated 
are not J estts' ransom sacrifice which was offered 
on the tree at Calvary, nor are they any spiritual 
sacrifice and oblation by his footstep followers. They 
are the sacrifices and oblations that were offered by 
the Jews at the temple in Jerusalem according to 

36. What does he cause to cease In the midst ot the week? and why 
must this not be confused with Daniel 11 : 31 and 12 : 11? 
37, 38. (a) Whose sacrifice and oblation were made to cease? (b) How 
were they made to cea•e at passover of A.D. 33? 

Moses' law. The "midst of the week'' would be at 
the middle of seven years or after three and a half 
years. Since the seventieth week began in the start 
of the fall of A.D. 29 at Jesus' baptism and anoint­
ing to be Christ, the midst or middle of that week 
would land at the start of the spring of A.D. 33, or 
about passover time of that year. But, you object, 
the Jewish sacrifices and oblations kept on being 
offered by the Jewish worshipers at Herod's temple 
in Jerusalem till the city fell A.D. 70; and how, then, 
did Jesus Christ make them cease in the spring of 
A.D. 33 T The student of prophecy, the apostle Paul, 
tells us, at Hebrews 10: 3-10, saying: 

08 "But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance 
again made of sins every year. For it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins. ·wherefore when he cometh into the world he 
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but 
a body hast thou prepared me: in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book 
it is written of me,) to do thy will, 0 God. Above 
when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offer­
ings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither 
hadst pleasure therein: which are offered by the 
law; then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God. 
HE TAKETH AWAY THE FIBST [set of sacrifices and 
offerings], THAT HE M:AY ESTABLISH THE SECO:N'D. By 
the which will [of God which Jesus came to do] we 
are sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jes us Christ once for all." 

3a The "offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all" in death at Calvary took place on Passover 
day, Nisan 14, of A.D. 33, on the day before the 
weekly Jewish sabbath. That day appears to have 
been Friday, April 3, A.D. 33. • Being born about 
October 1, B.C. 2, Jesus died at thirty-three and a 
half years of age. By his own sacrifice he fulfilled 

• Some Bible commentators object to A.D. 33 as the year of 
Jesus' death upon their argument that the Passover day did not 
fall on a Friday that year. Here we quote, as an answer theret.o, 
what McClintock & Strong's Cyclopced1a, Vol. 2, page 310, says, 
under "Chronology". As we read it let us remember that John the 
Baptist began preaching and baptizing in the fifteenth year of 
Tiberius Caesar's reign, which year extended from August 19, 
A.D. 28, to August 18, A.D.29. We read: "The Cruc1fix1on certnmly 
cannot be placed earlier than A.D. 28, in which year the 15th of 
Tiberius began, and it has never been proposed by inquirers of 
any note to place it later than A.D. 33 .... If a certam laxity 
as to the rule be allowed, the 14th Nisan may possibly have fallen 
on 3d April, Friday, A.D. 33 .... Lastly, if it be maintained 
that the Jewish Passover-day was regulated, not by actual observa­
tion of the moon's phases, but by cycles more or less faulty, any 
year whatever of the series [including A.D. 33] may be available 
in one form or other of the hypothesis.'' 

39. How old was J'esua at death? and why were the turtber Jewish 
sacr!llces and oblations ot no more value ·1 
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the type of the Jewish sacrifices, and thereafter on 
the day of Pentecost he offered up the antitypical 
oblation or offering to God by pouring out the holy 
spirit upon his disciples on earth. (Lev. 23: 15-17; 
Acts 2:1-39) So, what if the unbelieving Jewish 
priesthood did keep on offering sacrifices and obla­
tions in Herod's temple at Jerusalem T Jesus had 
caused such sacrifice and oblation to cease or desist 
from having typical value or any recognition with 
God. God now accepted the realities. 

•
0 The midst or middle of the seventieth week was 

marked by the cutting off of Messiah in death, dis­
placing the Jewish sacrifice and oblation according 
to :Mosaic law. The end of that week must likewise 
be marked. During all of that week the Abrahamic 
covenant of blessing must continue confirmed to the 
"many" of the Jewish remnant that accepted Jesus 
as ":Messiah the Prince". Hem a the anointing of the 
most holy during that seventieth week and to its end 
must continue solely upon consecrated Jewish flesh. 
At the end of that week, in the fall of A.D. 36, the 
anointing would be free to go to the believing Gen­
tiles. So, then, the anointing of the first Gentile con­
vert to :Messiah the Prince would mark the end of 
the entire "seventy weeks". Accordingly, the final 
end of the seventieth week must have been marked 
by the conversion of Cornelius and his household, 
followed at once by their being anointed. 

ABOMINATIONS AND THE DESOLATOR 

n It is some time after this end of the seventieth 
week that the final part of Gabriel's prophecy to 
Daniel finds its fulfillment, to wit: ''And upon the 
wing of abominations shall come one that maketh 
desolate; and even unto the full end, and that deter­
mined, shall wrath be poured out upon the desolate." 
(Dan. 9:27, Am.Stan.Ver.; Young) According to 
the early Hebrew text that the ancient Septuagint 
Version translated, this should read: "And upon the 
temple shall be an abomination of the desolations, 
and at the end of a time, an end shall be put to that 
desolation." (C. Thomson; Douay) According to still 
another reading of the Hebrew text, Rotherham 
translates it: "And in his stead shall be the horrid 
abomination that astoundeth, even till a full end, 
and that a decreed one shall be poured out on him 
that astoundeth." (Also Moffatt; An Amer. Trans.) 
What, now, is the substance of all this T 

42 In Jesus' days on earth Rome was the con­
trolling world power, the greatest empire to that 
time. Prophecy speaks of it as "the king of the 
north". (Dan. 11: 11-15) At that time, according to 
Jesus' own words, as at Matthew, chapter 23, and 
40. How was the end ot the seventieth week marked? 
41. When does the final l.'art ot Gahr1el's prophecy to Daniel find 
fulfillment? and how do various translators render this part? 
42. How did the Jewish religious leaders and the people following them 
set up an allom1nntion, to the further defilement of the temple? 

Luke 16: 15, the Jewish religious leaders were 
guilty of many abominations. Their most abominable 
act came when they turned down the Messiah, whom 
Jehovah God had sent to them as His anointed 
Prince. When the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate 
asked them, "Shall I crucify your King T" the Jewish 
chief priests answered, "We have no Icing but Cresar." 
(John 19: 15) By that act these religious leaders and 
the people following them chose an abomination, an 
alliance with Rome, instead of or in place of :Messiah 
and his kingdom. (Rom. 2: 22; Acts 4: 26, 27) 
Caesar and his pagan empire were an abomination 
in God's sight, particularly so now when they chose 
him for king of the Jews as instead of :Messiah the 
Prince. To the end of the seventy weeks the Jewish 
religionists persisted in vigorously and violently 
showing themselves opposed to the Messiah by 
opposition to his anointed followers. They thereby 
showed their continued choice of Caesar as hing. 
And such religious leaders served at the temple in 
Jerusalem, despite their being guilty of such an 
abomination. 

'
3 Such abomination, that is, their alliance with 

Caesar against Messiah, brought upon them and 
their city and nation terrific desolation. The agent 
used to bring and enforce the desolation was the 
Roman political-military machine. Jes us, just a few 
days before he was cut off in death, declared their 
house to be abandoned to desolation. (:Matt. 23: 38) 
Their desolation by the Roman legions, and their 
end as a nation in Palestine, came at God's decreed 
time, some years after the end of the seventy weeks. 
Jerusalem and her temple were wiped out A.D. 70, 
and the last Jewish stronghold at :Masada, on the 
western shore of the Dead sea, fell to the Romans at 
Passover time, A.D. 73, after a frightful Jewish self­
massacre. Thus God's appointed doom fell upon the 
abomination as represented by the Jewish alliance 
with Rome against Messiah the Prince. God's wrath 
was poured out upon that desolate nation. They 
were baptized with a baptism of fire of destruction. 
(Matt. 3: 10-12) In God's due time his righteous 
wrath must also be expressed against the oppressive 
world power that brought upon the rebellious nation 
such desolation. 

"Rebellious Christendom of today was fore­
shadowed by Jerusalem of old. From and after 
A.D. 1919 Christendom's religious clergy took action 
parallel to that of the Jewish clergy toward Messiah. 
There, after World War I ended, the clergy of 
Christendom chose the man-made League of Nations 
as world ruler instead of God's kingdom by Christ 
Jesus. They, too, chose "Caesar" rather than Christ. 
Thereby they set up an abomination of desolation, 
43. How was it an abomination of desolation? and bow was God'a 
wrath poured out upon the abomination and the desolate one? 
44. What was foreshadowed by all that? 
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as foretold by Christ Jesus, at Matthew 24: 15. At 
the close of World War II all the religious clergy of 
Christendom chose the successor to the old League 
of Nations, namely, the United Nations organiza­
tion. Thus the abomination of desolation is con­
tinued. It will be responsible for the destruction of 
religious Christendom at the coming battle of Arma-

geddon. That desolation and destruction was fore­
shadowed by what came upon the Jewish nation 
after the seventieth week, as foretold at Daniel 9: 27. 
The WATCHTOWER publications have said much about 
this abomination of desolation within recent years. 
More may be expected to be said in the future m 
The Watchtower and related publications. 

REHOBOAM'S POLICY OF HARSHNESS 

JEHOVAH God rules supreme over the entire universe, 
but not in harshness. Rebellion in Eden did not spring 
from any policy of harshness followed by the Universal 

Ruler. He had made generous and perfect provision for 
his earthly subjects, and had honored the brilliant spirit 
creature Lucifer by placing him in direct charge of the 
earthly realm. Ambition and greed grew in Lucifer's heart 
and he incited Eden's human inhabitants to rebellion with 
him, on the pretext that Jehovah God was harshly with­
holding information from them. Only by bitter.experience 
did the first pair learn that not Jehovah but Lucifer, now 
named Satan, practiced a policy of harsh cruelty. From 
then till now Satan the Devil, the "god of this world", has 
pursued that same policy, and the vast majority of the 
human kings and rulers of earth have followed like blind 
puppets the harsh ways of this powerful invisible overlord. 
They have forgotten Jehovah, the God "merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and 
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin" .-Ex. 34: 6, 7. 

One of such political forgetters of merciful Jehovah was 
King Rehoboam. Responsibility rests heavy upon him, for 
he was king of the typical Theocratic nation of Israel and 
should have faithfully represented the great Theocrat. 
Jehovah God had given this chosen nation his law, a law 
that commanded that they act with loving-kindness. Therein 
it was specifically provided that the visible king of the 
nation "'lvTitc him a copy of this law in a book out of that 
which is before the priests the Levites: and it shall be with 
him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that 
he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words 
of this law and these statutes, to do them: that his heart 
be ·not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not 
aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the 
left". (Deut. 17: 18-20) A review of the Bible record con­
cerning King Rehoboam will show that at the very outset 
of his kingship he turned from good counsel to be merciful 
and embraced a policy of harshness that split the nation 
of Israel. 

Rehoboam's name means "enlarger of the people". He 
was the -son o'f Solomon and the Ammonite princess Naamah, 
and began reigning when he was forty-one years old, in 
997 B.C., and continued as king over Judah for seventeen 
years. ( 1 Ki. 14: 21) Rehoboam had eighteen wives and 
sixty concubines, and begat twenty-eight sons and sixty 
daughters.-2 Chron. 11: 18-21. 

After the death of his father Solomon, Rehoboam went 
to Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, for all Israel 
were converging there to hail him king. At the coronation 

ceremony Rehoboam made his choice between kindness and 
mercy, and harshness and oppression. The congregation of 
Israel came to the newly crowned king with this bid for 
peace and unity: "Your father made our yoke galling. Now 
then lighten the galling service of your father and his 
heavy yoke which he laid upon us, and we 'lvill serve you." 
Rehoboam postponed his reply till the third day thence. 
In the meantime he seeks counsel. First he turned to the 
old men who had acted as counselors to the wise King Solo­
mon: "How do you advise me to reply to this people7" "If 
you will be a servant to this people today and will serve 
them, and when you answer them, speak kindly to them, 
then they will be your servants forever," was the wisdom 
offered by these gray heads. Next the king appealed to the 
hot-headed young men that had grown up with him. Came 
the harsh counsel that would suit only the fancy of a 
tyrant: "Thus shall you say to them: '11'.ty 1ittle finger is 
thick!)r than my father's loins! .And now, whereas my father 
loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke; my 
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions!' "-1 Ki. 12: 1-11, An Amer. Trans. 

Kindness or harshness, which policy would Rehoboam 
choose? The succeeding Bible verses tell us: "So when 
Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third 
day, as the king commanded, saying, 'Return to me the 
third day,' the ldng answered them harshly, and rejected 
the counsel of the old men which they offered him. So he 
spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men." 
Upon hearing the parrot-like repetition by the king of the 
young men's counsel, Israel was quick to retort: ""What 
portion have we in David? Yea, we have no heritage in 
the son of Jesse. To your tents, 0 Israel! see now to your 
own house, 0 David!" And off to their tents Israel did go, 
and when Rehoboam sent to them his tribute collector, 
Adoram, that one was stoned to death by angry Israel. In 
frantic flight the tough-talking Rehoboam sped to his 
stronghold of Jerusalem, and the rebellion of Israel took on 
a stamp of finality with the crowning of Jeroboam as Icing 
of the ten tribes in revolt. What had Rehoboam gained hy 
choosing a policy of unyielding harshness~ Better to ask, 
What had he lost? Rulership over ten of the twelve tribes 
of Israel.-1Ki.12: 12-20, An Amer. Trans. 

But Rehoboam did not intend to let the matter rest there. 
After he had returned to Jerusalem in such undignified 
haste, he mustered an army of 180,000 seasoned troops to 
sweep northward and quell the rebellion and bring the ten 
tribes of Israel back under the sovereignty of the Judean 
kings at Jerusalem. The campaign stopped before it started. 
How so7 Because "the word of God came unto Shemaiah the 
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man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah 
and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying, 
Thus saith the LoRD, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against 
your brethren the children of Israel : return every man to 
his house; for this thing is from me" .-1 Ki. 12: 21-24. 

This divine intervention did not come because of any 
godliness on the part of the ten-tribe kingdom, but was to 
preserve the fulfillment of a prophecy that had foretold 
just such a national schism as due to follow in the wake 
of Solomon's fall into demon-worship. (1 Ki. 11: 29-36) 
Actually, the northern kingdom of Israel quickly out­
distanced in wickedness and demonism the two-tribe king­
dom to the south. Religious idolatry so honeycombed Israel 
that it was not long before the priests and Levites located 
there abandoned their cities and suburbs ;;.nd went up' to 
Judah and Jerusalem to abide. In their wake came "out 
of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek 
the LORD God". This influx of righteously disposed Israel­
ites from the ten tribes in rebellion greatly strengthened 
the kingdom of Rehoboam, and for three years the southern 
kingdom held true to Jehovah God and prospered. 
( 2 Chron. 11 : 13-17) It was during this early part of his 
reign that Rehoboam himself also acted to strengthen the 
Judean kingdom. He built numerous fortified cities, and 
manned and adequately provisioned fortresses throughout 
the land.-2 Chron. 11 : 5-12. 

With the increase of strength and security came sdf­
reliance and worldliness, and not long thereafter, trouble. 
Rehoboam and his people forsook Jehovah God and pro­
voked him with their religious sins. They turned to doing 
all the abominations of the heathen nations round about, 
building high places and setting up images, and lustfully 
indulging in lewd religious rites in groves established for 
that purpose. (2 Chron. 12: l; 1 Ki. 14: 22-24) The pro­
tecting hand of the Almighty Jehovah was withdrawn, and 
over the land like a flood rolled the armies of Egypt. Tweh·e 
hundred chariots, sixty thousand horsemen and foot soldiers 
without number invaded the land under the leadership of 
Shishak king of Egypt. Before the hordes of the "king of 
the south" fell the fenced or walled cities of Judah, and 
it was not long until Shishak's armies wheeled into battle 
array before the gates of Jerusalem itself.-2 Chron.12: 2-4. 

But before the military disaster overwhelmed the Judean 
stronghold Jehovah God determined that its backsliding 
inhabitants and king should know the reason why. Into the 
grave council session of Rehoboam and the princes of Judah 

(Continued from page 354) 
date message, showing how peace is certain to come, and the 
human makeshift for world-wide peace and security will fail, so 
that people now need to be warned and to be given straight 
Scriptural instruction. Reading the booklet and its several features 
will make you want to pass it out to others. Out of regard for 
the importance of this information at this most unusual, destiny­
shapmg time, the WATCHTOWER Society would like to aid you in 
seeing that "The Prince of Peace" gets the wide circulation that 
will most benefit the people. Therefore we make a special offer 
of 30 copies of this beautiful booklet to all our Watchtower 
readers on a contribution of just $1.00, all mailed to the one ad­
dress postpaid. Thereafter you can join the scores of thousands 
who will begin circulatmg "The Prince of Peace" during December, 

walked Shemaiah the prophet, and in one sentence he 
pinned onto religion the responsibility for the crisis: "Thus 
saith the Lonn, Ye have forsaken me, and therefore have I 
also left you in the hand of Shishak." The false gods of 
heathen religion to which Judah had turned in forgetful­
ness of Jehovah the true God were powerless to deliver 
their worshipers from Shishak's hosts; they had only 
effected a breach between God and the typical Theocracy. 
Rehoboam and the princes quickly sought to close the 
breach by humbling themselves and admitting Jehovah's 
righteousness. Thereby complete destruction of the city 
was averted and a partial deliverance effected: Shishak 
took the treasures of the house of the Lord and of the house 
of the king, anq also carried off the shields of gold belong­
ing to the king's guard stationed at the palace entrance. 
-2 Chron. 12 : 5-12. 

Rehoboam launched his career as king in harshness, and 
at its close seventeen years later the divine verdict was, 
"He did evil, because he prepared not his heart to seek 
the LORD." After his early choice to be an oppressor it is 
true that he heeded God's command not to set in motion 
military action against the rebelling ten tribes; but the 
record shows that later he warred continually with Israel 
under Jeroboam. Moreover, after three years he wearied 
of well-doing and plunged into demon-worship; and when 
he repented to stave off disaster and further reverses at the 
hands of Egypt he apparently was not truly repentant 
deep within his heart, for he thereafter did evil in God's 
sight and merited divine disapproval. (2 Chron. 12: 14, 
15) His death and burial were at Jerusalem.-2 Chron. 
12: 16. 

The policy of harshness does not pay off favorably for 
rulers. Rehoboam found that it precipitated a rebellion. An 
Egyptian Pharaoh before him had stubbornly followed a 
hard-hearted course right into the Red sea and his death. 
Many of this world's rulers that have come after him have 
learned too late that the oppressor's days of success are 
numbered. Modern dictatOrs lived long enough to see their 
dream castles of world domination tumble. Present world­
builders who seek to whip all nations into line under a 
United Nations arrangement frn." domination will fare no 
better in the end, when Armageddon breaks. The resulting 
crash will eliminate not only harsh visible rulers and world 
organizations, but also the invisible demons and their head 
Satan. Then no more policies of harshness, but kindness 
and blessings without rebellions for an eternity of Jehovah's 
kingdom rule. 

giving it to whomsoever you will either gratis or on the regular 
contribution announced on page 354, ju.st as you choose. 

1947 CALENDAR 

The yeartext for 1947 is "Oh praise Jehovah, all ye nations". 
(Ps. 117: 1, Am. Stan. Ver.) The Society's new calendar fea­
tures this over a composite three-color picture that Qifferentiates 
it from any previous calendar and shows the tangible agencies 
that will be used for time to come in extending the call of the 
yeartext to earth's many nations. The calendar date-pad beneath 
is a real service reminder, designating the six testimony periods 
and the special objectives of the alternate months. The contnbu­
tion is 25c a calendar, mailed postpaid, or $1.00 for five copies 
to one address. 




