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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Irarah 54:13.

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, from everlasting to
everlasting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things:
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised
the issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfect man for
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful
Lucifer. or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to death; that by reason of Adam's wrong act all men
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptlive price for
obedient men ; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God’'s new capital organizatlon;

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called
Zion. and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
mghtful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion’s children, members of Jehovah's
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah’s supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed In the Bible;

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan’'s uninterrupted rule, ended
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vindicate His name and establish the “new earth"”;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ, which has begun; that His
pext great act Is to destroy Satan's organization and establish
righteousness completely in the earth; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armageddon will carry out the
divine mandate to *“fill the earth” with righteous offspring. and
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities
of life on earth.

ITS MISSION

’ I ‘HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically

designed to ald Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will,

It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society

supplies other literature to aid in such studles. It publishes

suitable material for radlo broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for Its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religlon, parties, sects or
other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reservation
tor the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King.
It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination
of its contents in the light of the Seriptures. It does not Indulge
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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Translations of this journal appear in several languages.

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason of
{nfirmity, poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price
may have The Watchtower free upon written application to the publishers,
made once each year, stating the reason for 8o requesting it. \We are
1ad to thus aid the needy, but the written application once each year
s required by the postal regulations

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal subscrip-
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will be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Printed in the United States of America

Entered as second-class matter at the post opice at Brookiyn, N. Y.,
under the Act of March 8, 1879.

“REASONABLE SERVICE” TESTIMONY PERIOD

The final month of the current Watchtower campaign, April,
is listed on the year’s service calendar as “Reasonable Service”
Testimony Period. This means reasonable service to God, and the
Watchtower magazine is devoted to God and the interests of His
kingdom and hence the putting of this magazine in the hands of
the people is a part of His “reasonable service”. The offer for
this final month has a new feature added, namely, the new
64-page, colored-cover booklet “Be Glad, Ye Nations”. This is
offered, together with the regular bound book, as a premium
with each new year’s subscription for The Watchtower at the
regular rate of $1. Doubtless many more readers of this magazine
will want to get in on the closing month of this special activity;
and we invite all such interested ones to write us, 1f necessary, in
order to be teamed up with others in this “reasonable serviee”.
The Society expects a report to be made in the accustomed way by
each one-out in the fleld service during this Testimony Period.

MEMORIAL CELEBRATION

This year the time for celebrating the Memorial will be after
sundown or after 6 p.m., Standard Time, of Tuesday, April 16.
At an announced hour, each company should assemble on that
night, and the anointed ones of them partake of the Memorial
emblems, their companions the “other sheep” being present as
witnesses. Before the emblems are partaken of, let some competent
brother offer a brief speech extemporaneously or else read para-
graphs selected from recent Watchtower articles on the Memorial

to those met together. Since the breaking of the bread and drink-
ing of the wine both symbolize the death in which the members of
Christ’s body share, the bread and wine should both be served
together at partaking. Unjeavened bread and red wine should be
served, to harmonize with the course of Jesus and his apostles. We
expect all companies to notify us concerning their celebration,
reporting both the number attending and the number of partakers.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of May 19: “The Hope of Things Not Seen,”
f 1-19 inclusive, The Watchtower April 15,1946.

Week of May 26: “The Hope of Things Not Seen,”
11 2041 inclusive, The Watchtower April 15, 1946.

“BE GLAD, YE NATIONS”

The above title designates the new 64-page booklet published
by the Watch Tower Society. The two treatises therein contained
are closely related and complementary to each other, the first one
being on the subject “Be Glad, Ye Nations”, and the second being
on the people with whom to be glad, namely, “Jehovah’s witnesses
in the Crucible.” Both these presentations, delivered by the
Society’s president to great public audiences, have made profound
impressions. Reading this booklet will leave you glad, we are
certain. “Be Glad, Ye Nations” is published in a special cover of
artistic beauty, and is now available at 5c¢ a copy, mailed postpaid.
I}Selea;e of this booklet for campaign distribution is arnounced
elsewhere.
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“CHANGED” TO SEE GOD
“We shall all be changed.”—1 Cor. 15: 51.

glory that is beyond all comparison and which
no man can see or approach to. Man was not
created to see such all-excelling divine glory.
*When scientific men exploded the first atomic
bomb far out on the desert wastes of New Mexico
that fateful Monday morning of July 16, 1945, the
giant tower of steel from which the bomb was sus-
pended vanished in the four trillion degrees of heat
that was developed and a man of flesh six miles away
who rashly looked directly at the explosion through
blackened glasses was struck blind at the greatest
brilliance that had yet flashed atop this earth. Yet
this man-engineered burst of glory cannot be com-
pared with the inherent glory of the Creator, who is
the central Source of all nuclear energy. Man of frail
flesh and blood, whose body is three-fourths water,
could never survive before the presence of His full
glory. Speaking to the prophet Moses at Mount Sinai
who had asked to be shown God’s glory, Jehovah
said: “Thou eanst not see my face: for there shall no
man see me, and live.” (Ex. 33:20) The Christian
apostle Paul was once struck blind for three days by
a dazzling heavenly vision, and he could with real
appreciation write concerning the Son of God, who
is the image of God his Father: “The King of kings,
and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality,
dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” (1 Tim.
6:15,16; Acts 22:6-11; 9:3-9) It is self-evident,
therefore, that flesh and blood can never go to
heaven. Man is not so destined. “Flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption.”—1 Cor. 15:50.
*Once we grasp the foregoing simple, uncontra-
dictable truth, we are helped to get rid of religious
errors and to understand aright the inspired
writings of the Holy Scriptures. Faith is the convie-
tion of things not seen by natural eye, and only by
faith can we see or mentally perceive something of
the weight of God’s glory as described in his written
Word and as reflected somewhat in his visible works
in sky and earth. (Heb. 11:1; Rom. 1:19,20) For

JEHOVAH God lives immortal in a heavenly

any intelligent creature on earth to hope to appear
in God’s exalted presence and to see his personal
glory, such creature must expect to undergo a revo-
lutionary change in himself that completely does
away for ever with flesh and blood. This “change” is
something not possible for man to accomplish, even
when armed with modern science. No sane man could
properly hope to experience such a change except
such a thing were promised to him by Almighty
God Jehovah.

¢ Only Jehovah God could effect such a miraculous
changing of creatures who were humans of flesh and
blood to become immortal spirit creatures able to
appear in God’s heavenly presence and to gaze upon
him and live. Jehovah God has promised such a
change to certain ones who gain his special favor.
This promised “change” was long a mystery or
sacred secret. It was not unlocked and disclosed until
the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. In fact,
he was the first one to undergo this change from flesh
to spirit. This is verified by one of his witnesses, the
apostle Peter, who writes: “Christ also suffered for
sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he
might bring us to God; being put to death in the
flesh, but made alive in the spirit; in which also he
went and preached unto the spirits in prison.”
(1 Pet. 3:18,19, Am. Stan. Ver.; Weymouth; Rother-
ham; Catholic Confrat.) As to the part that Christ
Jesus performed in opening up this mystery to
the light of human understanding the apostle Paul
writes Timothy, saying: “Suffer hardship with the
gospel according to the power of God; who saved us,
and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
times eternal, but hath now been manifested by the
appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abol-
ished death, and brought life and immortality [or,
incorruption] to light through the gospel.”—2 Tim.
1:8-10, Am. Stan. Ver., and marginal reading;
Rotherham.

*This same apostle Paul wrote down further
information regarding this mystery which Christ
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revealed to him. It was about twenty years after the
death and resurrection of Christ, and also after per-
secutions had flared up against the Christians with
death to many of them, that Paul wrote the follow-
ing to his brethren at Corinth: “That Christ died for
our sins according to the seriptures; and that he was
buried; and that he hath been raised on the third
day according to the scriptures;... then he appeared
to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the
greater part remain until now, but some are fallen
asleep. ... If Christ hath not been raised, your faith
is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also that
are fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have
only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men
most pitiable. But now hath Christ been raised from
the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep.
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this cor-
ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality. But when this corruptible
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
vietory.”—1 Cor. 15: 3-6, 17-20, 51-54, Am. Stan. Ver.

¢ It must not escape our notice that the apostle
Paul was writing the above things to his Christian
brethren, and not to humankind in general. Hence
men in general do not share in the hope and in the
mystery which Paul here sets out. Paul makes it
clear to Christians that their coming “change” is
from a human state to a heavenly state. In the midst
of the above discussion he shows the Christians the
reason for such a radical change, when he says:
“And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this
I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption.” (1 Cor. 15:49,50) This bars out
entirely the religious error that the Christians will
take their flesh-and-blood organisms up to heaven. It
bars out any idea that their human bodies will be
“spiritualized” so that in the spiritual realm they
will resemble and look like what they were on earth,
a hunchback Christian on earth becoming a spirit
hunchback in heaven, etc.

" There are no grounds in reason or in Scripture
for imagining that the “changed” Christians in
heaven will look like the imperfeet human creatures
that they were on earth or that they will image or
resemble human creatures at all. To the contrary,
they will be heavenly images of God, their heavenly
Father. Hence what they will personally look like in
heaven no faithful Christians now know. So says the
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apostle John in writing the following, not to the
world, but to the Christians: “Behold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called children of God; and such we are.
For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it
knew him not. Beloved, now are we children of God,
and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We
know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like
him ; for we shall see him even as he is. And every one
that hath this hope set on him purifieth himself,
even as he [God the Father] is pure.”—1 John 3:1-3,
Am.Stan. Ver.

NOT BASED UPON HUMAN IMMORTALITY

8 Another religious error is to imagine that such
a change from earthly to heavenly is based upon
some indwelling immortality of the human soul,
“inherent immortality,” as it is usually called. It
falls to the task of those so imagining to prove from
Paul’'s writings that he bases this miraculous
“change” upon the religious doctrine of “inherent
immortality of the human soul”. What the apostle
Paul discusses in 1 Corinthians 15 is the resurrec-
tion of the Christian dead. In answer to the ques-
tions, “How are the dead raised? and with what
manner of body do they come?” Paul at once
answers: “Thou foolish one, that which thou thyself
sowest is not quickened except it die [it not being
immortal] : and that which thou sowest, thou sowest
not the body that shall be, but a bare grain, it may
chance of wheat, or of some other kind; but God
giveth it a body even as it pleased him, and to each
seed a body of its own.” (1 Cor. 15: 35-38, Am. Stan.
Ver.) In proof also that it is of dead ones and not
of immortal ones that he is writing, Paul says: “If
the dead are not raised, neither hath Christ been
raised: and if Christ hath not been raised, your
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also
that are fallen asleep in Christ have perished.”
(1 Cor. 15:16-18, Am.Stan.Ver.) Immortal ones
cannot perish; neither could they sleep in death.

* It stands indisputable, therefore, that the apostle
bases the mysterious “change” of the faithful Chris-
tians upon no “inherent immortality” idea, but upon
God’s miracle of resurrecting the dead. By resurrec-
tion not only does God restore the faithful Chris-
tians to life but he transfers them from the former
life in the human body to heavenly life in the spirit
realm as spirit creatures. At such resurrection to
heavenly life in the kingdom of God the Christians
who are faithful unto death are fully born as the
spiritual children of God. In harmony with this,
Christ Jesus said: “Except one be born anew, he
cannot see the kingdom of God. ... Except one be
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born of water and the spirit, he ecannot enter into the
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
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flesh; and that which is born of the spirit is spirit.”
—dJohn 3:3-6, Am.Stan.Ver.

THE HOPE OF THINGS NOT SEEN

STOUNDING as it may sound to sincere
A persons who have accepted without question
or investigation the doctrines of “Christen-
dom”, the teaching of the “inherent immortality of
the human soul” is a pagan or heathen doctrine. It
did not start with Jehovah God and is nowhere
taught in the inspired Hebrew Bible. It did not orig-
inate with Christ Jesus and is nowhere taught in
the inspired writings of his disciples. Herodotus, the
pagan Greek historian who lived in the fifth century
before Christ, asserts that the pagan Egyptians
were the first who entertained the idea of the “im-
mortahty of the human soul”, and hence their mum-
mies. (ii, 123) The Israelites so;journed 215 years in
the land of Egypt, and yet what the prophet Moses
wrote after leading them out flatly contradiets such
Egyptians’ teaching of inborn human immortality.
Moses records Jehovah God as saying to him: “The
soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits,
and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will
even set my face against that soul, and will cut him
off.” (Lev. 20:6) “And whatsoever soul it be that
doeth any work in that same day [Atonement Day],
the same soul will I destroy from among his people.”
(Lev. 23: 30) Moses wrote many other such expres-
sions of death and destruction to human souls dis-
obeying God.

*In the fifth century before Christ, the pagan
philosopher Socrates taught the “immortality of
human souls” to the Greeks. In his last speech,
before drinking the poison cup in his prison cell, he
said: “Yea, were death to be the end of all, it would
be truly a fortunate thing for the wicked to get rid
of their body, and, at the same time, of their wicked-
ness. But now, since the soul shows itself to us im-
mortal, there can be for it no refuge from evil, and
no other salvation than to become as good and
intelligible as possible.” Socrates also said (and let
those seeking life compare the religious doctrines of
“Christendom” with this) : “The soul, the immaterial
part, being of a nature so superior to the body, can
it, as soon as it is separated from the body, be dis-
persed into nothing, and perish? Oh, far otherwise.
Rather this will be the result. If it takes its depart-
ure in a state of purity, ... well, then, so prepared,
the soul departs into that invisible region which is
of its own nature, the region of the divine, the im-
mortal, the wise, and then its lot is to be happy in
I_Fh_t;klnd of doctrine is that of “buman immeortallty”? and how

oes Moses contradict it?
2 What did that Greecian philosopher Socrates, as quoted by Plato,

teach respecting the soul?

a state in which it is freed from fears and wild
desires, and the other evils of humanity, and spends
the rest of its existence with the gods.” Socrates’
foremost disciple, Plato, quotes him thus in his work
entitled Phaedo.

* This philosopher Socrates and his disciple Plato,
both of whom believed in pagan gods and not in
Jehovah God, were undeniably sinners. Jehoval’s
prophet KEzekiel taught in the century preceding
Socrates, and in direct opposition to what Socrates
and Plato taught he said: “The soul that sinneth, the
same shall die.,” (Ezek. 18:4, Douay) On this soul
controversy, with whom did Jesus Christ agree?
with Socrates and Plato or with Moses and Ezekiel
Christ Jesus agreed with Moses and Ezekiel and all
other inspired prophets of Jehovah God. From their
prophecies Jesus and his disciples made frequent
quotations to show that they were truthful prophets.

¢ The notion that Jesus’ apostles and the faithful
Christians of the first and second centuries after
Christ believed in human immortality is a mistaken
religious notion. It is well known that the Catholic
religious sect teaches the doctrine of “purgatory”,
or an intermediate state of human souls after death
for their purification by torments before being ad-
mitted into heaven. She bases this “purgatory” doc-
trine upon the theory of the immortality of human
souls. Pressed for proof of this purgatory-immor-
tality teaching, the late American cardinal, James
Gibbons, in his book entitled “The Faith of QOur
Fathers”, says, in chapter 16, on “Purgato y, etc.”,
paragraph 12: “This interpretation is not mine. It
is the unanimous voice of the Fathers of Christen-
dom.” Cardinal Gibbons refers to early writers, such
as Augustine, who lived from 354 to 430 A.D.; and
Irenaeus, of the second century, who wrote Adversus
Haereses (Against Heresies), ete.; and Clement of
Alexandria (A.D. 160-220), who wrote three books
entitled “The Pedagogue”; also Tertullian (A.D.
160-240), who wrote De Amnima (Concerning the
Soul), De Resurrectione Carnis (Concerning the
Resurrection of the Flesh), ete.

® For reference’ sake we also mention Theophilus
of Antioch, of the second century, who wrote three
books Ad Autolycum (To Autolycus); and Arnobius,
of the third century, who wrote seven books Contra
Gentes (Against the Gentiles); and Athanasius

3. What did Ezekiel, a century betore, teach on the soul? and with
whom dld Christ Jesus agree in this controversy ?

4, 5. (a) On what doctrine does Catholicism base its teaching of ‘pur[;f
tory '? and to whom does Cardinal Gibbons refer for support? (b)
whom else can we refer as involved in the controversy ?
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of Alexandria (A.D. 296-373), who attended the
Council of Nice A.D. 325 and who wrote De Incarna-
tione Verbi (Concerning the Incarmation of the
Word).

¢ Come now two prominent religious clergymen of
“Christendom”, and they declare some startling
things regarding the faithful Christians of the first
three centuries. In a book entitled “The Evolution of
Immortality” Doctor S. D. MeConnell, then rector of
All Souls Church, New York city, tells of the con-
fusion which early converts had who tried to har-
monize their former religious beliefs with Chris-
tianity, and says: “Those who were Greeks brought
to the new religion the Platonic idea that the indi-
vidual soul is indestruectible, being in fact an articu-
late portion of the substance of the mind of God.
Those of Roman antecedents, having no inherited
belief of a future life of any kind, were better pre-
pared to comprehend the truth of Christ. The inter-
action of all these fragments of previous philosophy
produced a confusion and uncertainty of mind which
was not elarified for five centuries. Then the master-
ful Augustine, the man who fixed the lines in which
the thought of the civilized world ran from the sixth
century to the nineteenth, Toox PLATO’S DOCTRINE OF
THE INHERENT IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, disengaged
it from metempsychosis and transmigration [of
soul], and gained for it a general credence which it
has held to this day. ...

“Tertullian in his treatises On the Soul and On the
Resurrection of the Flesh gives by far the fullest
presentation of what was commonly believed in his
circles; but it is quite impossible to make him con-
sistent with himself or with other Christian writers
of the same period. Upon the whole, however, he
leaves the impression afterwards confirmed and
fixed by Augustine, that he believes the soul to have
an independent existence of its own, and to be of its
own nature indestructible. The truth of the case
seems to be that as the Greek influence gained the
domination in the early church the Platonic doetrine
of a natural immortality which it brought with it
came to be accepted. The notion was withstood from
the beginning as being subversive of the very
essence of Christianity. Theophilus (Ad Autoly-
cum JII. 27), Irenaeus (Adv. Haeres. I1. 34), Clement
of Alexandria (The Pedagogues, I. 3), Arnobius
(Cont. Gent. II. 24}, and most weighty of all, Athana-
sius in his treatise on the Incarnation of the Word
of God, all strenuously fought against it as a Pagan
error which brought to nought the work of Christ.

“They were defeated, however, and the conception
prevailed which is vulgarly current today, of an im-
mortal soul and a mortal body, temporarily joined,

6. (a) What part dld Augustine play in fixing belief concerning immor-
tality? (b) By whom was such pagan Greek notion withstood? but whose
teaching came to be mistaken for Cbrist's?
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then severed, then reunited in an imperishable per-
sonality. Its currency has probably confused and
obstructed the work of Christ among men more than
all other obstacles combined. A Pagan speculation
has masqueraded so long as an elemental Christian
truth that now, when the intelligent world is well dis-
posed to receive and comprehend Jesus’ revelation
of a life to come, PLATO STANDS ACROSS THE PATH AND
IS COMMONLY MISTAKEN ForR CHRIsT.”—Pages 45-48 of
The Ewvolution of Immortality (1901).

* Additionally, in a book entitled “The Winning of
Immortality” Professor Frederick Palmer, A.B,
D.D., then a member of the Harvard Divinity
Faculty, says: “I have endeavored to sketch the
growth of the doctrine of a future life from its
appearance in Hebrew history through the line of
Christian development to the present time. In doing
this we come upon the fact that the belief which was
counted orthodox in the first Christian centuries was
different in one notable respect from that generally
counted orthodox today. For while we regard it
proper and Christian to hold that immortality is
necessarily inherent in humanity, this was then
regarded as improper and unchristian, THE oNLY
TRUE CHRISTIAN VIEW BEING THAT IMMORTALITY WAS A
VICTORIOUS PRIZE TO BE WON THROUGH FELLOWSHIP
wiTH CHRIST.

“T cannot but think that their orthodoxy was wiser
than ours. For I am sure that one great deterrent to
believing in a future life is, with many persons, the
dread thought of the vast multitudes, the majority
of mankind, according to some theologies, who, it is
asserted, are econdemned to conscious existence in
wretchedness and torture forever. Such must be the
result if perpetual existence is a necessity inherent
in humanity. But if it is contingent [or conditional];
if the soul is not necessarily immortal, but may
become so; if the failure to attain immortality pro-
ceeds along ordinary non-arbitrary lines [not arbi-
trary with God], and reaches a result which we see
here imaged in the gradual elimination of decadent
life, then the processes of the next world are
redeemed from horror and made intelligible, almost
veritable.

“Immortality as a necessity seems to me to have
little to say for itself. As a goal to be attained, it is
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
—Pages 9-11 of the Preface (1910).

THE SOUL

* Immortality, as a necessity due to being inherent
in all human souls, has only pagan superstitions and

7. (a) In this connection, how did orthodox Christian belief of the
first Christian centuries differ from so-called ‘“orthodoxy” now? (b) Is
immortality necessarily and arbitrarily imposed upon humans, or how
is it attained?

8. Where shall we go for the truth upon the subject?
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heathen beliefs to speak for it. It has absolutely
nothing to speak for it in the heaven-inspired Bible,
the infallible Word of Jehovah God. Rather than
appeal to any so-called “Fathers” of the second,
third, and fourth centuries of this “Christian Era”,
let us go back to original sources and draw out the
inspired truth from Jesus and his disciples.

°® The apostle Paul explains that there are earthly
creatures with bodies suited to human life and that
there are spirit creatures with bodies adapted to
heavenly life; and then he shows also what a human
soul is, saying: “If there be a natural body [or
soulical body], there is also a spiritual body, as it
is written: The first man Adam was made into a
living soul; the last Adam [Christ Jesus] into a
quickening spirit” (1 Cor. 15: 44, 45, Douay) Paul
there quotes from Genesis 2:7, which reads: “And
the Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth:
and breathed into his face the breath of life, and man
became a living soul.” (Douay) This proves that the
living ereature, the person himself, is the soul. It
disproves the Platonic idea of “the soul, the imma-
terial part, being of a nature so superior to the
body”. (T2, page 8) The breath of life, which is invis-
ible to man, combines with the body into which it is
breathed, and these two in operation together make
up the living human soul.

©Tn the Bible a person’s existence as a living
human soul is also called soul. That the human soul
and this soul existence are not immortal and inde-
structible Jesus states, saying: “Fear ye not them
that kill the body, and are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him that can peEsTroY BOTH soUL and
body in hell.” (Matt. 10: 28, Douay) Hell, or Gehenna
as it reads in the Greek original, is not God’s place
for preserving souls for all eternity in torment, but
is his place for destroying souls everlastingly.
Warning that a selfish person goes into such soul
destruction, Jesus said: “What doth it profit a man,
if he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his
own soul? Or what exchange shall a man give for
his soul?” (Matt. 16:26, Douay) Losing one’s soul
means losing all right, all opportunity, all privilege
or possibility for soul existence in the future new
world which God promises to create.

1 In further proof that the human soul is not im-
mortal, but can be destroyed, and that it dies at a
person’s death, the disciple James writes: “With
meekness reeeive the ingrafted word, which is able to
save your souls. My brethren, if any of you err from
the truth, and one convert him: he must know that he
who causeth a sinner to be converted from the error

9. As explained by the apostle Pau), what is a human soul?

10. What does Gehenna mean for the soul? and what does ‘losing one's
own soul’ mean?

11. What did James and Peter say as to death and deatruction to the
soul?
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of his way, shall save his souL From DEATH, and shall
cover a multitude of sins.” (Jas. 1:21; 5:19, 20,
Douay) The apostle Peter also proves that sinner
souls are destroyed by God when he tells how Christ
Jesus is the great Prophet whom Moses foretold,
saying: “For Moses said: 4 prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like
unto me: him you shall hear according to all things
whatsoever he shall speak to you. And it shall be,
that EVERY SOUL which will not hear that prophet,
SHALL BE DESTROYED from among the people.” (Acts
3:22,23, Douay) Christ Jesus is quoted, at Luke
9:56 (Douay), as preferring not to destroy human
souls but to save and preserve them. There he said:
“The Son of man came not to destroy souls, but to
save.”

2 Disobedient human souls are destroyed by the
judgment of God, but those who faithfully follow
Christ as members of his church-body gain the prize
of immortality in heaven which they seek. So avers
the apostle Paul, saying : “The just judgment of God.
Who will render to every man according to his
works. To them indeed, who according to patience in
good work, seek glory and honour and 1NCorRrRUPTION,
eternal life: but to them that are contentious, and
who obey not the truth, but give credit to iniquity,
wrath and indignation. Tribulation and anguish
upon every soul of man that worketh evil, of the Jew
first, and also of the Greek: but glory, and honour,
and peace to every one that worketh good, to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek.” (Rom. 2:5-10, Douay)
Such incorruption or immortality Christ’s faithful
followers receive, not at the instant of death, but at
the time of the resurrection from death, as shown at
1 Corinthians 15, quoted above ({5, page 116). All the
scriptures of the Bible, therefore, are in agreement
that the human soul is not immortal, but that when
aman dies he dies as a soul and he would perish were
it not for the resurrection of the dead; and that, at
the resurrection, the faithful members of the church
of God are raised to heavenly life and glory and at
that moment they put on immortality, or become
immortal heavenly souls like Christ Jesus.

LOOKING AT THINGS NOT VISIBLE

2 Tt was not the Platonic idea of possessing inher-
ent human immortality of the soul, but it was the
Biblical truth of the resurrection of the dead, that
sustained Paul through all the hardships and dan-
gers of his ministry as a preacher of the Xingdom
gospel. His unshakable faith in God’s power to raise
the dead is expressed in these words: “But as we
have that same spirit of faith of which it is written,

12. (8) How does Paul show incorruption or fmmortality is & prize?
and when do the winnpers receive 1t? (b) What, then, do all scriptures
agree a8 to the soul and immortality?

13. Faith in what sustained Paul in his service? and what 1s therefore
the doorway into heavenly glories?
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‘I believed, and therefore I spoke’ (Ps. exvi. 10), we
too believe; therefore we also speak. For we kunow
that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also
with Jesus, and will set us with you in His presence.
For everything is for your sakes, in order that grace
may increase with the inereased number of its recipi-
ents, and so provoke abundant thanksgiving to the
glory of God.” (2 Cor. 4:13-15, Weymouth) Not the
death of the human body, but the resurrection from
the dead, is the doorway by which each tried and
tested faithful Christian enters into the promised
heavenly glories and honor with Christ Jesus, the
reigning Son of God.

1 Therefore a Christian who is very active in the
field as a witness of Jehovah God does not need to
grow faint and lose heart if he finds God’s service is
quite wearing on the flesh and if his body is wasting
away and his physical vigor is weakening. As he
works on in the ministry of the Kingdom gospel his
outward man may waste away and perish, That is to
say, what he outwardly appears to be as a flesh-and-
blood creature may grow old and battered through
much affliction at the hands of the enemies of the
Kingdom gospel. However, the more he carries on in
service as God’s witness, the stronger he grows in-
wardly day by day, both in faith and hope and in
spiritual strength and devotion. He is thus renewed
each day, and this inward renewal gives him more
than mere physical strength to keep persistently
active in God’s service against all opposition and
dangers. What he is inwardly, or this inward self,
upholds him, and it expresses itself through his
visible outward fleshly organism and holds his mind
and body steadfast in the Christian ministry.

¥ The loyal Christian holds fast to God’s
appointed work and endures all the afflictions, perse-
cutions and sufferings, and even death, that come on
that account from the Devil’s servants. Thereby he
proves himself worthy through Christ of the heaven-
ly Kingdom glories which God has reserved for his
faithful servants. Testifying in proof of the sustain-
ing power of such hope of things not seen with the
natural eye, the apostle Paul goes on to say: “There-
fore we do not lose heart. But, even though our out-
ward man does waste away, yet our inward man is
renewed day by day. For our light and transitory
affliction is achieving for us, beyond all proportion,
an-eternal weight of glory—if we look not at the
seen, but at the unseen; for the seen is temporary,
but the unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:16-18, Wey-
mouth) Hence, if we see that what is temporal or
temporary is wasting away and about to die we need

14. Why does the active Christian not need to worry about outwardly
wasting away and perishing? and what glves him more than physical
strength to carry on?

15. How does the Christian prove worthy of the heavenly glories? and
looking at what gives sustaining power?
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not worry. Our hope is of eternal glorious things in
God’s new world of righteousness. There is no com-
parison between the two sets of things.

1 «For we know,” continues the apostle to his
Christian brethren, “that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to
be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall not be
found naked.” (2 Cor. 5:1-3) Catholic and Prot-
estant clergymen, who put Plato’s Socratic teach-
ings in the place of Christ’s teachings, seize upon the
foregoing words of Paul as proof that the human
soul is immaterial, that it dwells unseen inside the
human body, and that at death it leaves this “human
coil” and goes into the invisible “world of the im-
mortals”. But Paul did not say “we know” any such
teachings of the pagan Greek philosopher Plato or
Socrates, but warned his fellow Christians, saying:
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” (Col.
2:8) Paul believed Christ, who taught that the
human soul is not immortal but is destructible and
that the first man was made a living soul and that
all men descended from Adam are likewise souls that
die because of sin. Hence Paul is wrongly inter-
preted by the Catholic and Protestant clergymen.
These not only put Plato in place of Christ, but also
put Satan the Devil in place of Christ; because the
Devil tried to quiet Eve’s fears at sinning against
God by saying: “Ye shall not surely die.”—Gen. 3: 4.

7 We must never leave out of mind that Paul was
writing to his Christian brethren, and not to the
world of mankind. To these brethren he wrote: “Our
citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be con-
formed to the body of his glory, according to the
working whereby he is able even to subject all
things unto himself.” (Phil. 3: 20, 21, Am. Stan. Ver.)
These citizens of heaven had denied themselves as
human creatures by giving themselves in full sur-
render to God through Christ in order to do God’s
will. Answering to Jesus’ invitation, they had volun-
teered to lose their earthly life in God’s service in
order that they might find heavenly life with Christ
Jesus in his kingdom. (Matt. 16:24,25) God had
accepted this dedication of themselves to him
through Christ. God had justified them through
Christ’s sacrificial blood and then had begotten them
by his spirit of life to a future in heaven, to a hope

16. What Interpretation do rellgious clergymen place on Paul's words
at 2 Corinthians §:1-3? but what was Paul’s position against such?
17. From the addressees and from God's requirements upon them, how do
we know Paul's words do not apply to mankind in general?
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of life in the unseen realms of heavenly glory. Quite
correctly Paul wrote to these spiritual children of
God: “The spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if chil-
dren, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may
be also glorified together. For I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us.” (Rom. 8:16-18) These facts do not allow for the
words of Paul at 2 Corinthians 5:1-3 to be applied
to all humankind in general.

® The ancient Egyptians believed in an immortal
soul dwelling inside the human body, and therefore
mummified the bodies of their dead in order that the
soul, disembodied at death of the body, might return
to the selfsame human body in the judgment
day. But nothing that Paul writes in 2 Corinthians,
chapter 5, agrees with such pagan “iinmortal soul”
error.

*® When he speaks of the Christians’ “earthly
house of this tabernacle” as being dissolved at death,
Paul is in no wise likening our human body to a tent
that was taken down in death in order to be put
together and set up again for a departed immortal
soul to return to it and re-inhabit it in the day of
resurrection and judgment. If, as Paul says, “in this
we groan,” why would an immortal soul want to
return and reinhabit such human body? That would
subject such immortal soul to groaning eternally in
such body. Or it would mean that the immortal soul
had to leave the “building of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens” so as to take up
living quarters again in the house once vacated at
death. Paul had no idea or desire that at the resur-
rection he should return to life in the fleshly body.
This is clear from his words at Romans 7:23-25,
saying: “I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death? I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” Paul longed for complete
deliverance from this dying, sinful body, and not for
any putting it back on again in the resurrection.

% By the word dissolved (or kataliein in the origi-
nal Greek text) Paul was not referring to a taking
down of a structure in order to rebuild it, as when
the Israelites took down the sacred tabernacle in
order to move it to a new location in the wilderness.
By dissolved Paul referred to the destruction or
complete dissolution of the human body never to be
restored for future living. Jesus used this same word

18, 19. (a) What was the Egyptian religious idea 28 to the ecourse of
the soul? (b) What arguments of Paul show his words at 2 Corinthians
5:1-3 do not agree with such Egyptian idea?

20." What did Paul mean by the word ‘dissolved”? and what proof as
to that meaning do we have in Scripture?
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when he said respecting the temple of Herod at
Jerusalem which the Roman legions under Titus
destroyed A.D. 70: “See ye not all these things?
verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down
[kataliein].” (Matt. 24:2; Mark 13:2; Luke 21:6)
Gamalie] used this same word when he said concern-
ing the activities of Christ’s apostles: “Refrain from
these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or
this work be of men, it will come to nought: but if
it be of God, ye cannot overthrow [kataliein] it.”
(Acts 5:38,39) Paul used the word again when he
wrote: “Let us therefore follow after the things
which make for peace, and things wherewith one
may edify [build up] another. For meat destroy
[kataliein] not the work of God.” (Rom. 14: 19, 20)
“For if I build again the things which I destroyed
[kataliein], I make myself a transgressor.”—Gal.
2:18,

2 For the Christians, therefore, the apostle was
not drawing a picture of a resurrection in which im-
mortal souls reoccupy the same bodies that were
dissolved in death. What Paul was saying at 2 Corin-
thians 5:1 was that Christians on earth are living a
life in frail flesh which is subject to dissolution, and
this is what he refers to as the outward man which
perishes. (2 Cor. 4:16) But in place of such earthly
life in the flesh, or in place of life as earthly souls,
they hope to gain and will, if faithful, gain life as
heavenly spiritual souls, life in a “building of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens”. That will be life in the spirit. Like Christ
Jesus, they will die or be put to death in the flesh
but be made alive in the spirit.—1 Pet. 3:18.

22 However, Paul shows that in his day and in all
the centuries down to the setting up of the kingdoin
of God by Christ Jesus this dissolution of the “earth-
ly house of this tabernacle” was not to be followed
instantaneously by the Christians’ being clothed
upon with incorruptible spirit bodies in heaven.
Instead, the Christians dying during that period of
time must “sleep in Jesus”. They must sleep the
sleep of death in hope of being awakened to heavenly
life after God’s kingdom is established and Christ
Jesus comes into the kingdom. (1 Thess. 4:13,14)
Hence concerning Stephen who was sioned after he
told of his vision of “the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God” it is written that Stephen “kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge. And when he had said this,
he fell asleep”. The Bible does not say that immedi-
ately his immortal soul left his stone-battered dead
body and winged its flight up into heaven to stand

21, What did Paul mean, then, as to dissolution of one’s earthly hcuse
with a bullding of God being in store for omne?

22, Why did Stephen and other falthful Christians “sleep”? and till
when necessarily?
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with Christ Jesus at the right hand of God.—Acts
7: 55-60.

2 During this period of sleeping and waiting for
the Kingdom’s establishment these dead Christians
are as “naked”. That is, they are as unclothed, living
neither a life in the flesh nor a life in the spirit. Dur-
ing the time that Christ Jesus was dead in the tomb
for three days he too was thus “naked”, waiting to
be “made alive in the spirit”. He was not left thus
naked for long, for “his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption”. (Acts 2:31)
That is to say, Jesus was not left lifeless in hell, or
Hades or the grave; his life was not left a vietim to
the grave. By the power of resurrection Jehovah
God his Father restored him to life, but to life in the
heavens which Jesus had left in order to become
man. As for the fleshly body in which he had died,
this did not see corruption by being left to rot and
molder in the grave; but the apostle Paul says that
Jesus’ “earthly house of this tabernacle” was “dis-
solved”. Just how it was dissolved is not said in Scrip-
ture, except that it was by the miracle of God. There-
after, when appearing visibly to his disciples Jesus
used the power which angels had used before him of
materializing bodies of flesh and bone to make them-
selves seen to human eyes. Hence, as in Jesus’ case,
so with his faithful followers: in the resurrection
they are “clothed upon™.

NOT ANXIOUS TO DIE

* Paul was not eager to die in order to be able to
lay down the responsibilities and hardships of his
service as a minister of God’s new covenant. He
knew that for him to die meant being “naked” in
death, asleep in the grave and awaiting the resurrec-
tion. True, he groaned in the flesh because of its in-
firmities and because of the afflictions which the ene-
mies of the gospel brought upon him, but he did not
want to quit the earthly service of God as quickly as
possible and cease from the privilege of suffering
for the vindication of Jehovah’s name and universal
sovereignty. He did not desire death and its naked
state in the grave of sleep. What he earnestly
wanted was the return of Christ at the establishment
of God’s kingdom in order that he might be clothed
upon with heavenly life. This was the force of his
words in saying: “For in this we groan, earnestly
desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is
from heaven: if so be that being clothed we shall not
be found naked.”

** This agrees with Paul’s expression in prison of
what he preferred: “According to my earnest expec-

23. (a) During this “sleep” what was the Christians’ condition? (b) Was
Jesus once in this state? and why did he not see corruption?

24, Why did Paul’'s groaning in this body not make him eager to die?
and what was his earnest desire?

25, 26. According to Philippians 1:23, did Paul desire to immediatel
depart from this iife, or what did he 'prefer. and why? ° s
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tation and hope, that in nothing shall I be put to
shame, but that with all boldness, as always, so now
also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether
by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain. But if to live in the flesh,—if this shall
bring fruit from my work, then what I shall choose
[of these two things] I know not. But I am in a strait
betwixt the two, having the desire [for a third thing,
namely] to depart [Greek: analidein] and be with
Christ; for it is very far better: yet to abide in the
flesh is more needful for your sake,”—Phil. 1:20-24,
Am.Stan. Ver.

2 The Emphatic Diaglott translates Paul’s words
above at Philippians 1: 23 as follows: “I am indeed.
hard pressed by the two things;—(I have an earnest
desire for the returning, and being with Christ, since
it is very much to be preferred).” Such translation is
because the only other place where this Greek word
analiein occurs in the Bible is at Luke 12: 36, where
Jesus says to his disciples: “Ye yourselves like unto
men that wait for their lord, when he will return
[analiein] from the wedding; that when he cometh
and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.”
What Paul preferred to living longer in the imper-
fect flesh or to dying and being naked and unclothed
in death’s sleep was the returning of his Lord and
Master Christ Jesus. Paul knew that then he would
be resurrected to life in the “building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens®,
and thus Paul would then “be with Christ”.

* Voicing still further his desire, not to be made
naked by death until the resurrection time, but to be
with Christ and be crowned with the prize of immor-
tality, Paul writes: “For we [Christians] that are in
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for
that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life.” (2 Cor.
5:4) Death, as an end to earthly anxieties, groan-
ings and oppressions, was not what Paul wanted,
because death not only strips us of a body but
deprives us also of the privileges of serving God and
his people in the flesh. Paul desired life immortal in
the heavens that he might thereby serve Jehovah
forever together with Christ Jesus. That meant a
swallowing up of mortality by life, which takes place
at the resurrection of the Christians, when the
returned Christ calls them forth from the graves.
The wonderful “change” that then takes place with
the sleeping or dead members of the “body of Christ”
Paul describes at 1 Corinthians 15: 42-44, 54, saying:
“So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in
dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weak-
ness; it is raised in power: it i§ sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body,

27. Why did Paul Want to be “clothed upon” rather than “unclothed”?



AvrpriL 15, 1946

and there is a spiritual body. So when this corrupt-
ible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Deathis swallowed
up in victory.”

WHETHER AT HOME OR ABSENT

* Such a miraculous change from natural to spirit-
ual was never set before Adam in Eden. It was not
set before his offspring after death entered into the
world through sin. The apostle Paul limits the hope
of such a stupendous change to those who have been
begotten of God’s spirit, to become his spiritual chil-
dren, and who are members of the “body of Christ”.
Paul says: “Now he that hath wrought us for the self-
same thing is God, who also hath given unto us the
earnest of the spirit.” (2 Cor. 5:5) That is to say, in
preparation for this change God has made these
Christian believers to be “new creatures” as mem-
bers of the “body of Christ”, and hence they conduect
themselves differently from the world of mankind
and have a different destiny or future in view.
—2 Cor. 5:17.

» Furthermore, as a pledge and first installment of
the spirit life for which God has wrought them, he
has poured out upon them his holy spirit or active
force. In the days of the apostles, who laid their
hands upon the baptized believers, the bestowal of
this spirit from God was attended by various gifts
to those receiving the spirit, such as the gift of
speaking foreign languages, the gift of interpreting
such tongues, the gift of prophecy, the gift of rmira-
cles, ete. Paul speaks of this spiritual pledge in the
forepart of this second letter to the Corinthians
whom God had anointed with his spirit: “Now he
which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest {the pledge, the guaranty] of the
spirit in our hearts.” (2 Cor. 1:21, 22) Only those
anointed and having such a pledge or guaranty of
God’s spirit have any reason to hope for a change
from human to spirit in the resurrection. God’s
spirit now given them is their advance pledge of a
heavenly resurrection for them.

* Religious clergymen, Catholic and Protestant
alike, have scoffed at The Watchtower for calling
attention to this heavenly resurrection, which resur-
rection must be unseen or invisible to man’s eyes.
They do not consider that Christ Jesus’ resurrection
was unseen to the soldiers on guard at his tomb.
Those soldiers merely saw the angel that descended
in glory to roll away the stone to reveal an empty

28, Defore whom has God set this hope of the *“change”? and how has
he “wrought” them for this?

29, How has God given such ones the *earnest of the spirit"?

30, Because of Jesus' own case, why is the heavenly resurrection not
to be scoffed at because invisible? and why may Christians have fajth
in such invisible resurrection?
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tomb; but the resurrected Christ they did not see.
Only his faithful disciples thereafter saw him mani-
fest himself in flesh by on-the-spot materializations.
But because God’s written Word holds out this hope
of a spiritual or heavenly resurrection not seeable by
man, and because they have the pledge of God’s
spirit, the true Christians walk on in faith that this
resurrection change will be their final reward if they
abide faithful as servants of God and followers of
his Son. The apostle Paul radiates this confidence of
faith and hope when he writes: “Therefore we are
always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (for
we walk by faith, not by sight:) we are confident, I
say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we
labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him.”—2 Cor. 5:6-9.

# Note that expression, “at home in the body.” In
the past it has been mistaken to mean feeling at
leisure in the human body and feeling entirely con-
tented with present conditions and with ourselves
and our surroundings as if we were lounging around
lazily and comfortably in our own cozy home. Such
cannot be the apostle’s meaning. He said he himself
was “at home in the body” and hence “absent from
the Lord”, not meaning at all that he was in a care-
less and indifferent spiritual condition by any
setting of his affections on things here below and
looking at transitory things.

2 The expression (endeméin) which Paul used in
his original letter means to reside in one’s own
country, among one’s own folk; whereas the other
expression (ekdeméin) used in the same verses as
a contrast means to reside in a foreign land, to be
abroad, away from one’s own people, to travel. The
thought of being comfortable in the body is not con-
tained in the word, for, as Paul says, “in this we
groan.” (Verse 2) Note how modern translation
renders this Bible passage: “Come what may, then,
I am confident; I know that while I reside in the body
I am away from the Lord (for I have to lead my life
in faith, without seeing him): and in this confidence
fain would I get away from the body and reside with
the Lord. Hence also I am eager to satisfy him,
whether in the body or away from it.” (Moffait)
“Having good courage, therefore, at all times, and
knowing that, remaining at home in the body, we are
away from home from the Lord,—by faith are we
walking, not by sight;—we have good courage, how-
ever, and are well pleased rather to be away from
home out of the body, and to come home unto the
Lord. Wherefore also we are ambitious, whether at

31. What has “at home in the body” been understood to mean? and why
could not the apostle have meant that?

32. What is the meaning of Paul's original word and of the contrasting
word? and is the thought of bodily comfort contained therein?
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home or away from home, to be well-pleasing unto
him.”—Rotherham.

** ITnasmuch as flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, therefore the Christians, as long as
they live in flesh on the earth, are not residing with
Christ Jesus at God’s right hand. They are sepa-
rated from him; and the limitations of their fleshly
eyes make it necessary for them to look to him with
the eye of faith. On joining the Lord Jesus in heaven,
they will not take their human bodies with them, but
they will have to get away from flesh-and-blood
bodies by being raised from the dead as spirit crea-
tures, clothed upon with immortality and incorrup-
tion. Christ Jesus is no more in flesh or fleshly. The
apostle Paul so says at verses 15, 16, namely: “He
died for all, that they which live should not hence-
forth live unto themselves, but unto him which died
for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforth
know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we him [thus] no more.” Hence his followers
must walk by faith.

# The invisibility of things does not prove them
non-existent. Hence, if the faithful Christian has
God’s inspired Word and God’s spirit as a pledge, he
cau look forward confidently in hope of the promised
things though yet unseen. “For what a man seeth,
why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that
we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.”
—Rom. 8: 24, 25.

3 The apostle and his fellow Christians have con-
fidence in the destiny which God has promised them
in his Word. Hence they are willing and well-pleased
to have God’s will fulfilled toward them, namely, to
be forever away from human life in the flesh, to “be
absent from the body”, and to reside and to be pres-
ent and at home with Christ Jesus in God’s heavenly
kingdom. Thus they show that they do not desire
mere death with its naked condition, unclothed of
privileges of serving Jehovah God. What they desire
is to be united with Christ in God’s presence by the
resurrection from the dead. And why not{ For then
they will enter into that “far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory” for which they have been
proving themselves worthy amid the present
momentary affliction which is but light in com-
parison. This accounts for the apostle Paul’s confi-
dent expression: “Remember that Jesus Christ of
the seed of David was raised from the dead accord-
ing to my gospel: ... Therefore I endure all things
for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the

33. (a) How are they absent from the Lord? and how therefore must
they walk? (b) How and why must they be “absent from the body" in
order to be with the Lord?

34, 35. (a) Why can the Christian look forward in hope of such invisible
things? (b) In this matter of being absent and being present why are
the Christians pleased to have God's will done?
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salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him,
we shall also live with him: if we suffer, we shall also
reign with him.”—2 Tim. 2:8-12.

% What, therefore, should be the life purpose of
Christians who have faith in such things unseen?
The apostle tells what it should be, and the reason
why, saying: “And therefore we are very ambitious,
whether being at home, or being from home, to be
acceptable to him. For we must all appear before
the tribunal of the Anointed [Christ], so that each
one may receive the things through the body, accord-
ing to what was performed, whether good or bad.”
(2 Cor. 5:9,10, The Emphatic Diaglott) Of course,
when clothed upon with the “building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”,
the resurrected Christians will be able to please the
Lord perfectly. But there is comfort in the thought
that, even now on earth while at home in the body
and absent from their Lord and Head, the Christians
can please him, that is, if they make it their purpose
to do so. So doing, they will not weakly seek to please
men of this world nor to conform themselves to this
selfish doomed world which their Lord will shortly
dash to fragments at the oncoming battle of Arma-
geddon. Their steadfast aim will be to copy the
example of the apostles who said: “We ought to obey
God rather than men.” (Aets 5:29) “For am I now
seeking the favor of men, or of God? or am I striving
to please men? if I were still pleasing men, I should
not be a servant of Christ.” (Gal. 1:10, Am. Stan.
Ver.) Those determined to seek God’s favor and to
please their Lord, Christ Jesus, will therefore push
on boldly and unwaveringly in the ministry or serv-
ice to which God has ealled them as his witnesses and
as ambassadors of his kingdom by Christ Jesus.

3 There is only a remnant yet on earth of those
genuine Christians who are anointed with God’s
spirit and who therefore have the pledge of a resur-
rection out of death to life in the heavens at home
with the glorified Lord. Jesus Christ has come into
the Kingdom since God’s establishment thereof
A.D. 1914; yet Christ Jesus is unseen, being in the
spirit, whereas the remnant are yet in the flesh and
hence absent from him in this respect. But at death
they do not expeet to go into a long sleep of ‘naked-
ness’ as those did who died before the Kingdom’s
establishment and the coming of their Lord to the
temple A.D. 1918. According to God’s Word, the rem-
nant will not sleep on dying in faithfulness. They
will instantaneously be raised to life in the spirit,
being “changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye”, and thus finally they will be resident or at home

36. What, therefore, should the Christlan’s life purpose be? and how
does he carry it out?

37. (a) In what respect are the remnant absent from tbe Lord? (b) How
are they tbe “blessed” ones as foretold at Revelation 14:13?
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with their Lord. (1 Cor. 15:51,52) They are the
“blessed” ones concerning whom it is written, at
Revelation 14:13: “And T heard a voice from heaven
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them.” They then rest from
the labors which they have effected in the fleshly
body while absent from their Lord. Nevertheless, at
the instantaneous resurrection-change from earthly
to heavenly the record of their works on earth is not
wiped out but follows or goes along with them and is
pleasing to Jehovah’s Judge, Christ Jesus.

® So, while the remnant yet continue on earth
according to the Lord’s will and appointed time, they
are earnest to help and comfort their brethren. They
also serve God’s spiritual food to the Lord’s “other
sheep” of good-will that He is now gathering into the
fold in company with the remnant, under the “one
shepherd”, the Good Shepherd Christ Jesus. As the
apostle Peter words it: “Wherefore I will not be neg-
ligent to put you always in remembrance of these
things, though ye know them, and be established in
the present truth. Yea, I think it meet, as long as I
am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you
in remembrance ; knowing that shortly I must put oft
this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ
hath shewed me.” (2 Pet. 1: 12-14) The remnant know
that it is necessary thus to please him, and especially
now, because now he is at the temple of God for the
judgment of all members of the house of God. (1 Pet.
4:17) Since his arrival at the temple A.D. 1918 they
are all appearing “before the judgment seat of
Christ”. How they use their bodies and the members
thereof is important, because on this their final judg-
ment with the Lord as Judge will depend. Only by
doing good according to Jehovah’s commandments
will they be approved at death and be awarded the
glorious resurrection-change. To do that which is
“pbad” through failure to be a faithful witness now
for Jehovah’s name and kingdom means everlasting
destruction at the hands of his Judge and Execu-
tioner. No one doing bad will escape destruction at
Armageddon and enter life in the new world.

EXEMPTION FROM DISSOLUTION POSSIBLE
»* The presence of Jehovah’s Judge at the temple

since A.D. 1918 means that all the nations now
“appear before the judgment seat of Christ” and the

38. (a) While yet “in this tabernacle”, what do the remnant do? (b) Why
do they seek to please the Lord especially now?

39 Besides the remnant, who else on earth strive to please the Lord?
and how 8o, and why?
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judgment of the nations is on. The separating out of
the “sheep” class from among such nations is now in
progress. These “sheep” out of all nations rejoice
and are glad with Jehovah’s people because the
Kingdom has been set up. They do good to the rem-
nant of Christ’s brethren who are yet in their midst.
These “sheep” forsake the side of this world and take
their stand for the promised new world of righteous-
ness, and they too seek to please their Liord and
King. They do so even though they cannot see him
with the eye of flesh at the temple, because they walk
by faith and not by sight. Their burning desire is to
please him, looking forward to the grand time when
they will hear him say: “Come, you whom my Father
has blessed, come into your inheritance in the realm
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
—Matt. 25:34, Moffatt.

* Their hope is not that of the remnant, namely, to
lay aside the flesh and to gain a “building of God, an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”.
No; but in their hearts God has kindled the hope of
meeting the Judge’s approval and serving Jehovah
God without a break in life and without a dissolution
of the body clear through the end of this world at
Armageddon and on into the unending reaches of
time in the new world. Some of these “other sheep”
may die in faithfulness before the final war of Arma-
geddon clears away the wicked world that now domi-
nates this earth, but they have hope of the resurree-
tion. When revived to life on this earth in the new
world, they will come forth from the graves in fleshly
bodies such as it pleases God to give them, but not
to grean therein or to be oppressed. By continued
obedience to Jehovah’s Judge and King they hope
to have His healing and cleansing blessings upon
their physical bodies and in course of time to attain
to human perfection during Christ’s thousand-year
reign over the earth.

“* Thus, whether by life uninterrupted through the
battle of Armageddon or by resurrection from death
during the millennial reign of the Lord, the faithful
ones of this great flock of “other sheep” hope in the
divine promise that they will reach the perfect image
and likeness of God as perfeet men. This hope of
such things never seen as yet is what sustains them
now as they faithfully endure the present “light
affliction” for the sake of sharing in the vindication
of God’s name together with Christ Jesus their
Lord and King.

40. How does the hope of these ‘other sheep” differ from that of the
remnant? and what about if some of them die before Armageddon?
41. Thus, what eventual hope sustains all these ‘“other sheep” in God's
present service?

Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song; for he hath done marvellous

things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath wrought salvation

for him. Jehovah hath made known his salvation: his righteous-
ness hath he openly showed.—Psalm 98:1, 2, 4.8.V.



THE HIGHWAY OPEN NOW

ISCOURAGED persons of today should be cheered
D up according to these words, at Hebrews 12:12, 13:

“Wherefore 1ift up the hands which hang down, and
the feeble knees; and make straight paths for your feet,
lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let
it rather be healed.”

The words of the prophet Isaiah from which the apostle
Paul made the above quotation are almost identical and
apply now to those who are trusting in Jehovah God for
deliverance but who have grown discouraged. Isaiah 35:3, 4
reads: “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance,
even God with a recompence; he will come and save you.”
Without a question of doubt the Lord God, by his prophet,
addresses the same class of persons when he says, at verse 8,
“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall
be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though
fools, shall not err therein.”-—HKing James Version Bible
of 1611,

Notice how modern translation brightens up this passage:
“And a highway shall be there and a road, which shall be
called the Holy Way; no unclean one shall pass over it—
but it shall be for his people as they go along the way—
and no fools shall wander there.” (An American Transla-
tion, of 1939) “And there shall be there a raised way—
even a high road, and the Highroad of Holiness shall it be
called, there shall not pass over it one who is unclean ; but
He Himself shall be one of them travelling the road, and
the perverse shall not stray [thereinto].”-—Rotherham’s
The Emphasised Bible, of 1902,

Modern translation indicates that Jehovah’s “Com-
mander to the peoples”, Christ Jesus, is the One who takes
the lead over that highway as Jehovah’s Representative.
Manifestly no unclean one could follow the Commander
Christ Jesus over the highway and into God’s organization
Zion, but such one must clean up before he enters upon the
“highway”. (See Isaiah 52:11, 12; 2 Corinthians 6: 15-18.)
Prior to the great wartime trials of 1917-1918 the remnant
of Jehovah’s consecrated people were compelled to mingle
with modern-day Babylonians. Since then Jehovah God has
revealed to his studious people the clear distinetion between
Satan’s worldly organization foreshadowed by Babylon and
the organization of Jehovah God. He has disclosed to the
faithful that they must separate themselves from Babylon
and travel the “high road” to get into Zion.

Prior to the coming of Jehovah’s Messenger, Christ
Jesus, to the temple in 1918 to gather his faithful followers
to his side, these were buffeted and compelled to mingle
with unclean ones. Among them were the selfish and self-
important ones who wanted to shine and who were not clean
before Jehovah’s Judge because of the wrong condition of
heart. When the Judge brought his faithful and approved
remnant into the temple service he said that henceforth
they should not mingle with the unclean. The remnant
opened their eyes of understanding to see Zion as God’s
clean organization. Immediately they entered upon the
“highivay” bearing the vessels of God’s service. There were
those who preferred to remain where they were and hold
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on to the unclean things of the Babylonish worldly organi-
zation. For instance, such ones claimed that the “higher
powers” are the rulers in Satan’s organization, and so they
stayed in bondage and remained unclean. They were not
permitted to travel upon the “highway” and return and
come to God’s organization. Because of their unclean condi-
tion God will not let them get into his Theocratic organ-
ization. (Rev. 21:27; 22:15) Those who would bear the
vessels of the Lord must separate themselves from Satan’s
organization and thus be clean before they can travel over
the “highway” to Zion, God’s organization.

Until the cleansing of their lips to tell forth God’s
message, as foretold at Isaiah 6:5-8, the remnant of His
witnesses could not use the “highway” to Zion and be
incorporated into His organization as his approved people.
The fact that the road thither is called “the way of holiness”
or “the Holy Way” proves that only those wholly devoted
to the Lord God will be permitted on that “highway”. Such
ones go upon the “highway”, under the leadership of Christ
Jesus the King. “He himself,” that is to say, Jehovah's
Representative Christ Jesus, is the first one that travels
the Holy Way. The remnant, who become his “faithful and
wise servant” class, follow next to him and at the front.

The Authorized Version Bible says: “The wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err therein.” Since this language
seems to indicate that fools are allowed on the “highway”,
this translation from the Hebrew is inconsistent. Rother-
ham’s translation reads: “And the perverse shall not stray
[thereinto].” In a marginal note he says concerning the
word perverse, or “fools”, that its meaning is “always
morally bad”. The word “fools” as here used does not refer
to idiots or innocent fools, but refers to the perverse. For
example: “Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Prov.
1:7) “Fools die for want of wisdom.” (10:21) “The way
of a fool is right in his own eyes.” (12:15) “A fool despis-
eth his father’s instruction.” (15:5) “Fools make a mock
at sin.” (14:9) “Wisdom is too high for a fool.” (24:7)
“Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar among
wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart from
him.” (27:22) “Every fool will be meddling.” (20:3) “A
prating fool shall fall.” (10:8) “The mouth of the foolish
is near destruction.”’—10:14; also Jeremiah 4: 22,

In each of the foregoing quotations the Hebrew from
which the word fool or foolish is translated means a perverse
person, hence one morally bad and the very opposite of
good. If the unclean are not permitted to pass over the
highway, then surely the fools, or perverse persons, would
not get onto it. Hence An American Translation correctly
renders the verse: “And no fools shall wander there.” These
do not follow the “wayfaring man” or the One “travelling
the road”, namely, Christ Jesus, who is the Chief Repre-
sentative of Jehovah God. He is the wayfaring traveler
leading upon the “highway” those for whom the raised way
is provided.

Showing that the welfare of those upon the “highway”
would be safeguarded, Jehovah’s prophet says: “No lion
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon,
it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk
there.” (Isa. 351 9) The Devil, who walks about as a roar-
ing lion seeking.whom he may devour, will not be permitted
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upon the high road, neither shall his devilish organizations
which are Iikened to ravenous beasts be found in it. (1 Pet.
5:8; Dan. 7:3-8; Rev. 13:1-11) When Christ Jesus came
to the temple in 1918 and gathered Jehovah’s faithful
people into unity with himself there, they were brought
into the secret place of the Most High God, and God’s
promise was that they should ‘tread upon the lion and the
adder, and the young lion and the dragon they should
trample under foot’. (Ps. 91:13) The faithful have his
protection.

Jehovah’s prophet continues: “And the ransomed of
Jehovah shall return, and come with singing unto Zion;
and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall
obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.” (Isa. 35:10, Am.Stan. Ver.) As shown in recent
issues of this magazine, it was in 1918 that the eonsecrated
people of Jehovah God were carried away captive to sym-
bolical Babylon by the religious, political enemies, but in
1919 they were delivered and began to return and come
to Zion., (See Micah 4:10.) The cleansing that such then
underwent and their returning to God’s favor were foretold
and foreshadowed at Isaiah, chapters six and twelve. These
faithful witnesses of Jehovah then devoted themselves
wholly and completely to Him and thereafter refused to
‘touch the unclean thing’, that is to say, any part of Satan’s
Babylonish organization. Thus they came over the “way of
holiness” and through the gates of the city, or Jehovah’s
Theocratic organization, and thus into Zion. On entering
the visible part of Zion they entered into the “joy of the
Lord” because His Kingdom interests were committed to
them. Their joy will be “everlasting” if they continue faith-
ful. Thus such ones “come with songs, and everlasting joy
upon their heads”. Since then the remnant have continued
with joy and gladness in God’s organization, and sorrow
and sighing have fled from them. So they go forth pro-
claiming the works and doings of Jehovah God and singing
his praises. They travel the pathway of life eternal with joy.

Thus the prophecy by the same mouthpiece of Jehovah is
fulfilled: “And there shall be an highway for the remnant
of his people, which shall be left, from Assyria; like as
it was to Israel in the day that he came up out of the land
of Egypt. And it shall come to pass in that day that the
Lord [Jehovah] shall set his hand again the second time
to recover the remnant of his people.” (Isa. 11:16, 11)
“That day” in which the remnant are recovered from the
Devil’s organization, pictured by Assyria or Babylon, is
Jehovah’s day, beginning with the setting up of his king-
dom A.D., 1914, and during which epochal day his
Messenger Christ Jesus comes to the temple in 1918, to
judge and deliver Jehovah’s faithful witnesses.

Prior to the coming of Jehovah’s judicial Messenger to
the temple in 1918 His consecrated people believed God’s
purpose was to save a few in heaven and to restore to life
on the Paradise earth the other obedient ones of humankind.
They were blind to the existence of the two opposing organ-
izations, Jehovah’s and Satan’s, and blind also to the fact
that the greatest of all Bible doctrines is the vindication of
Jehovah’s universal sovereignty by and through His king-
dom established A.D. 1914. When His Messenger came to
the temple in 1918 and the flashes of God’s lightnings of
truth illuminated his faithful ones on earth, then the
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prophecy of Isaiah 35:5, 6 was fulfilled: “Then the eyes
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall
be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in the desert.” As it was
further foretold, at Isaiah 29:18: “And in that day shall
the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the
blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness.” God’s
great Book, the Bible, opened up as never before.

Learning the great truth concerning The Kingdom, those
who had been spiritually lame leaped into the witness work
with songs of praise to their God, and that which had
appeared as a wilderness to them, and as parched ground
like the desert, became as a pool of fresh water, the clear-
ing up of the Bible truths taking place. (Isa. 35:7) The
remnant, followed by their good-will companions, saw that
Christ Jesus, God’s anointed King, was then laid as the
Chief Corner Stone in Jehovah’s capital organization Zion
and that the time had come for the faithful to enter into
the “joy of Jehovah”. (Isa. 28:16; Neh. §:10) In them is
fulfilled the glorious prophecy of Psalm 118:14-23. So the
faithful remnant joyfully entered upon the great ‘“high
road” and returned to Zion, Jehovah’s Theoecratic organi-
zation, and has since been singing the praises to the name
of the Most High God.

The remnant take the visible lead on earth by being the
first to go upon the “highway”, following their invisible
Leader, Christ Jesus, and march out of Satan’s organiza-
tion of bondage and unto Jehovah’s organization. He lays
upon the shoulder of this remnant now the great privilege
and obligation of taking the lead in declaring His mighty
works and in preparing the way for the people of good-will
by lifting up to all order-loving ones the standard of Jeho-
vah and showing them the highway that leads to God and
to eternal life through Christ Jesus. “The highway of the
upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way
preserveth his soul.” (Prov. 16:17) It is the privilege and
duty of the remnant, and now also of the multitudinous
companions of good-will, to show the people the wicked
organization of Satan and to bid all such to depart from
it and become a part of God’s flock of “other sheep” under
Christ Jesus the Good Shepherd. The religious and political
stumblingstones must first be gathered out of the way, first
for the benefit of the remnant themselves, that they may
have a clear vision of God’s purposes; and then for the
benefit of the “other sheep”, the “men of good will”. All of
Jehovah’s witnesses will faithfully strive to perform their
duty. Hence these faithful ones will continue to bear the
fruits of the Kingdom truth before the peoples of all
nations that they may see the “highway” and receive
guidance and enter upon it and know now that Jehovah
is God and that Christ Jesus is His “Commander to the
peoples”.

The remnant of God’s kingdom heirs must now truly be
leaders under Christ Jesus in behalf of the people, going
first upon the “highway”’, leading away from Satan’s organ-
ization and to God’s organization. They are at present
declaring the Kingdom truth to millions of people on earth
of good-will, and many of these have forsaken and many
will yet forsake Satan’s organization and seek the way
to the true God, “whose name alone is Jehovah.” These
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wash their “robes” of identification and make them clean
by faithfully devoting themselves to God and to his King
Christ Jesus in this interim between the “war in heaven”
and the final war of Armageddon. (Rev. 7:14, 15; 12:7-12)
Concerning these who will form the “great multitude” of
earthly survivors of the battle of Armageddon it is written:
“They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” (Rev.
T:16, 17) This agrees with and is a partial quotation from
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the prophecy of Isaiah 49: 10, 11, reading : “They shall not
bunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite
them: for he that hath merey on them shall lead them, even
by the springs of water shall he guide them. And I will
make all my mountains a way, and my HIGEWAYS shall be
exaited.” This shows that the “other sheep” of good-will,
following the remnant of the “little flock”, come over the
“highway” and find protection and blessing under Jehovah’s
Theocratic organization Zion. The “highway” is open now.
Let the peoples that stand in peril of Armageddon know
about it and take the course that leads to gladness with
Jdehovah’s people.

FIELD EXPERIENCES

“THE GOOD ANGEL SAW TO IT” (ILL.)

“I was given a call on a young lady to deliver the book
‘The Kingdom Is at Hand'. Her mother answered and
stated that her daughter was out, and assured me her
daughter was not interested. I proceeded to inform her of
the contents of the book and of Jehovah’s rich blessings in
store for the meek, and at this moment her daughter came
running up the stairs. I stated my mission, and she seemed
pleased and contributed for the book. I also left a copy of
Consolation. She remarked that she would subseribe for
Consolation if she liked it. So I arranged to call back a week
later. The reception was cheerful and she said she had been
waiting for me and called me right in. She said, “This
Consolation is just what I have been looking for.” The result
was two Consolation subscriptions and one for The Watch-
tower.

“A few days later she approached mec while I was
engaged in street-corner work and asked me to see her more
often, as she had six more subscriptions for me. Because
she was out of town for two weeks, I had planned on wait-
ing till she returned, and in the meantime she called my
brother’s home and said I should call for thirteen more sub-
seriptions, She was a busy girl on her vacation, as whom-
ever she talked to it meant a Consolation subsecription. She
expressed her desire to help publish the truth. One of her
prominent friends in a downtown office asked her where
she got all this good news. She replied, ‘Don’t you ever see
those people standing on the street corners with the Watch-
tower and Consolation magazings¥ He answered, ‘Yes, I
did. Do you mean to tell me I have been passing up all this?
Hereafter I am not passing one of them?!

“I arranged for a study the following week and she was
amazed to learn so much from the Scriptures. She was also
astounded at the fact that she had been taught so differ-
ently by her minister when she was a child. At this call she
surprised me with thirteen more subseriptions for our
‘Journal of Faect, Hope and Courage’. I left seven copies
for her to distribute among her friends. She said she needed
all she could get her hands on.

“She has not gone back to work sinee her vacation, for
this was more important and ‘she must read up on all this
literature’. She said, ‘Onece my mother tried to shoo you
people away from her door, and even tried to shoo you
away; but the good angel saw to it that I was not over-
looked this time.” In two months’ time I made five back-calls,

conducted three studies, placed two bound books, and
obtained twenty-nine subscriptions. Also, she sent in nine
subseriptions herself, which makes a total of thirty-eight
subseriptions, Furthermore, she has assured me of more
subseriptions each call. Thanks be unto Jehovah for this
marvelous privilege of service !”—Pioneer publisher.

“WHO IS JEHOVAH?" (GA.)

“I have had many interesting experiences since entering
the full-time -service, one of which I would like to relate.
One day while engaged in house-to-house work I presented
the offer to an elderly gentleman, showing that it contained
Jehovab’s message of His kingdom. ‘I don’t believe in Jeho-
vah,” he said. ‘T wouldn’t walk from here to that door to get
Jdehovah, ete.” “Who is Jehovah ¥ I asked; and was not at all
surprised when he ‘just didn’t know’. I asked for his Bible
and pointed out that Jehovah was the Most High God over
all the earth and that his name Jehovah appeared in the
Bible over six thousand times. Then I showed him Jehovah’s
purpose to have a righteous kingdom to rule this earth and
that will vindicate His name for ever. After this he
obtained ‘The Kingdom Is at Hand’ and The ‘Commander
to the Peoples’, to study more about it. When I left he was
praising Jehovah; which was quite a contrast with his
attitude when I approached him about an hour earlier.”

BAPTISM OF AN ITALIAN WAR PRISONER (CALIF.)

“An Italian war prisoner had a keen desire to be im-
mersed. After making frequent trips to the camp and hold-
ing studies with him, by the Lord’s grace he arrived at that
conclusion. Fearing he had to leave for Italy within a few
days, arrangements were made to fully allow him to under-
stand the step he loved so much to take. Having full knowl-
edge that he was ready and willing to serve the omnipotent
God Jehovah, an immersion service in Italian was diligently
prepared. On Sunday, November 4, 1945, several brethren
from the Inglewood unit were called upon to witness the
immersion. He was immersed in the bathtub of the home
here provided; and after immersion declared boldly, ‘I
shall never, under any circumstances, fail to declare the
Almighty God Jehovah. What a wonderful step I have
taken!” He now reports he has a territory of his own at the
prisoners’ camp and is doing nicely. He looks for greater
privileges in Italy.”





