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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." ~ 11111"'1 54:r3. 

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his 
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things, 
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power 
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man 
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully 
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason 
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the 
right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and 
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for obedient ones of mankmd; that God raised up JeSUll 
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature 
and above every creature's name and clothed him with all power 
and authority; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus Is the Chief Officer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his 
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear 
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of 
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to 
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can 
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, 
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the 
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establish­
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry 
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" with a righteous race. 

"TREASURE OF SERVICE" TESTI!llO:-tY PERIOD 
Each Watchtower reader can make December a month of enjoy­

ing a glorious "treasure of sernce" for himself. All it needs is to 
take part with Jehovah's witnesses m the "Treasure of Service" 
Testimony Penod, which has been assigned to cover the entire last 
month of this calendar year. Not every human is pnYileged by the 
Lord God to participate lil this service of bearmg testunony to his 
Kingdom, and that IS why you can appreciate it to be such a 
treasure to serve now as an announcer of that nghteous Govern­
ment. Such sernce will be rendered during December by usmg the 
25c combmat10n of "The Kingdom Ia at Hat1d" and the latest 
booklet, The "Commant:kr to the Peoples", lil door-to-door wit­
nessmg. This direct work will, of course, be supplemented by the 
follow-up treasuresome service, that of back-calls and opening up 
book studies. Who will avail himself of this blessed service 
treasure T We trust that your report of work at the month's close 
will register an "I" for you. 

"W.ATCHTOWER"STUDIES 
Week of December 2: "Living Under Grace, and Not the IA.w," 

U 1-17 inclusive, The Watchtower November 1, 1945. 
Week of December -9: ''Living Under Grace, and Not the Law," 

U 18-36 inclusive, The Watchtower November 1, 1945. 
Week of December 16: 

"Righteous World Without the Ten Commandments," 
1f 1-18 inclUl!ive, T1re Watcht010e'f' Net't'ember 1, 1945. 

ITS MISSION 

Tms journal is published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid 1ehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other liter1ture to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures.. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and 11eparate from all religion, parti~.s. sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved 
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­
dulge in controversy, and its columns.are not open to personalities. 
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19'& YEARBOOK OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
The 1946 Yearbook really records an epoch, namely, the work of 

the Lord's witnesses world-wide during the year that marked the 
end of the most ferocious of global wars, with all tbe release of 
news that this afi'orded, and the resumption of activities m the 
many war-ravaged lands by God's consecrated people now released 
from the oppressions and restraints of totahtanan rule and all­
embracmg war-regunentation. The report of the work for the 1945 
sernce year on continental Europe, in the Orient, in fact, for the 
eastern and western heillll!pheres as a whole, lS by the Watch 
Tower Society president, and his introduction to the report will 
thrill you and get you in the mood for the reports to follow from 
all lands from which mformation has eome through. The Yearbook 
also ofters the president's comment on the 1946 yeartext, ac­
companied by a daily text and comment from published Watch­
fouier sources for each day of the year. The posting of 50c a copy, 
mailed postpaid, for the 1946 Yearbook of JehotJah'11 taitneaae• is 
made necesaary by the limited distribution and printing. All groups 
should pool their individual orders and send in the same as a 
Ullit, to economize time and expense in shipment. 

lHI SERVICE CALENDAR 
What A theme the Lord has provided through his organWition 

for the .calendar year of 1946 I It is, "Be glad, ye nations, with hLS 
people.''-Romans 15: 10, Rotherham. This text lS commented 

( C ont'-ed on ptJgl 336) 
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LIVING UNDER GRACE, AND NOT THE LAW 
"For ye are not under the law, but under grace."-Rom. 6: 14. 

JEHOVAH is the "God of all grace" and at the 
same time the God of law and order. It is good 
for us human creatures that it is so. While He 

upholds his perfect law, he is also wise enough 
to work out a righteous way to show grace or 
undeserved favor. He can bestow grace upon us 
erring humans without violating the exact justice of 
his law. His grace leads to no lawlessness and it does 
not cast any reflection upon his law, but rather con­
firms it. Thus it creates a proper respect for his law 
rather than encouraging lawlessness. 

2 His law is Theocratic, because it is law given by 
the only true and living God and it is issued and 
enforced by him for the government of his creatures. 
Necessarily, then, his law is supreme. No laws that 
any of his creatures might make and publish by His 
permission could have any worth or validity except 
they are in harmony with his Theocratic law. Since 
he has the right and power as the Supreme Law­
giver, Jehovah God has the right and power to 
recall or withdraw or abrogate any of his laws. This 
could not he so because any of his laws are unwise, 
imperfect, unrighteous and unprofitable, but would 
be because they are made only toward certain crea­
tures and are meant for only a time, till their 
purpose is fufilled. But those who are released from 
under such laws are not then left to do just as they 
please. Their further rightdoing is safeguarded. 

s Certain religious interpreters of the Bible may 
deny the last foregoing statements, but their denial 
is wrong, as we shall see. One of the foremost stu­
dents of Theocratic la,v, the apostle Paul, wrote to 
the Christians at Rome: "Ye are not under the law, 
but under grace." (Rom. 6: 14) To the Hebrew 
Christians in general he wrote: "There is verily a 
disannulling of the commandment going before for 
the weakness and unprofitableness thereof. For the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 
better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto 
God." (Heb. 7: 18, 19) Or, put in simpler modern 
1. Why does God'• grace to ua create proper reepeet for hie law 
rather than encourage lawlessness? 
2. What kind of la"' 1s Hts• and 1\by can and doee be tttall, withdraw 
or abrogate anJ of his laws? 
3. What texts of the apostle Paul support the foregolnr statement.I 
beyond denial? 

English: "A previous command is set aside on 
account of its weakness and uselessness (for the Law 
made nothing perfect), and there is introduced a 
better Hope, by means of which we can draw near 
to God."-Moffatt. 

' To identify whose law it was that was set aside 
or abolished, this same law student, Paul, wrote to 
uncircumcised Gentile Christians at Ephesus, say­
ing: "So remember that you were once physically 
heathen, and called uncircumcised by those who 
called themselves circumcised, though only physical­
ly, by human hands. At that time you had no con­
nection with Christ, you were aliens to the common­
wealth of Israel, and strangers to the agreements 
about God's promise; with no hope and no God in all 
the world. But now through your union with Christ 
Jesus you who were once far away have through the 
blood of Christ been brought near. For he is himself 
our peace. He has united the two divisions, and 
broken down the barrier that kept us apart, and 
through his human nature put an end to the feud 
between us [Jews and Gentiles], and ABOLISHED THE 

LAW with its rules and regulations, in order to make 
peace and create out of the two parties one ne,.,,· man 
by uniting them with himself, and to kill the feud [or 
the enmity] between them with his cross and in one 
body reconcile them both to God with it.'' (Eph. 
2: 11-16, Goodspeed; Moffatt) This proves it was 
Jehovah's law that was annulled or abolished. 

a Paul testifies further that it was Jehovah's own 
law that was moved out of the way by means of his 
own Son Christ Jesus. He says to uncircumcised Gen­
tile Christians at Colosse: ''You, being dead by the 
trespasses, even by the uncircwncision of your flesh, 
he made alive together with [Christ Jesus], having 
freely pardoned all our offences; having blotted out 
what was written by hand in ordinances which was 
against us, and has removed it from the midst, hav­
ing nailed it to the cross; having stripped the gov­
ernments and authorities, he made a public exhibi­
tion of them, triumphing over them by it. Let no one, 

t.w'?ta!.~~b~e .. ~~~~. ~i11 .... 'i'J!t~r t~~t~b~~eelan1 to prove wbooe 
C:. Why did Paul write the Coloseuu11 on the aame onbject 7 and why 
do orthodox Jews 1tUl keep 1ucb law partiall1 f 
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therefore, rule [or judge J you in food, or in drink, or 
in respect of a festival, or of a new-moon, or of 
sabbaths, which are shadows of the future things; 
but the body [the substance, the reality] is Christ's." 
(Col. 2: 13-17, The Emphatic Diaglott) No mere man 
blotted out, annulled, or abolished the particular law 
of God here concerned. Not seeing that point, to this 
day men such as the orthodox Jews insist on keeping 
it and being governed by it, in part. 

6 The Theocratic law that was nailed to the tree of 
Christ's death was the Mosaic law. It is called "the 
law of Moses", not because Moses originated it; for 
~loses did not do so. But it was because he was the 
go-between in handing over this law from God to 
the nation of Israel. He was the instrument which 
Jehovah God used in writing out by hand the law and 
commandments, ordinances, and statutes, which God 
dictated to him. "Jehovah said unto Moses, Write 
thou these words: for after the tenor of these words 
I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. 
And he was there with J eho>ah forty days and forty 
nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. 
And he wrote upon the tables the words of the cove­
nant, the ten commandments." (Ex. 34: 27, 28, Am. 
Stan. T7 er.) "For the law was given by :Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." (John 1: 17) 
"Through this man [Jesus] is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which ye could not be 
justified by the law of )foses."-Acts 13: 38, 39. 

1 No human code of laws and statutes was ever 
given under the marvelous circumstances such as 
marked the "law of ).loses"; not even the law of the 
Charter of the United Nations Organization and its 
Statute of the International Court of Justice as 
drawn up by the delegates of the fifty nations at San 
Francisco, Calif. In fitting symbol of the supremacy 
of Theocratic law, the "law of Moses" was given from 
the top of ~fount Sinai in Arabia. The entire nation 
to whom it was given was assembled near the base 
of the mountain and observed the inauguration pro­
ceedings. The eyewitness record of this occasion is: 
"And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the 
camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people 
out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at 
the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
altogether on a smoke, because the LORD [Jehovah] 
descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof 
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 
mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the 
trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 

6. What Is aucb abolished law generallr called? and whr? 
7. 'Coder what clrcumatancea waa the "law of Mosea" g!Ten? and whr! 

Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice." 
"And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they 
removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto 
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let 
not God speak with us, lest we die."-Ex. 19: lG-19; 
20: 18, 19. 

' Besides what Moses and the people could see, 
there were invisible persons present there to deliver 
that Theocratic law. For this reason it was said that 
the Jews "received the law by the disposition of 
angels". (Acts 7: 53) "And it was ordained by angels 
in the hand of a mediator." (Gal. 3: 19) "The word 
spoken by angels was stedf ast, and every trans­
gression and disobedience received a just recom­
pence of reward." (Heb. 2: 2) Under the conditions it 
is not to be wondered at that, when Moses came down 
from Mount Sinai with the two tables of the Ten 
Commandments, his face shone with a glory. It 
reflected the glory of those with whom he was deal­
ing. Until Moses returned to the mountaintop to 
God's presence, he veiled his face from the frightened 
Israelites. "And the children of Israel saw the face of 
Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone: and ).foses 
put the veil upon his face again, until he went in to 
speak with him." {Ex. 34: 29-35) The law thus given 
by Jehovah through Moses was the law code of the 
covenant or contract which Jehovah there inaugu­
rated with the nation of Israel. Hence the arrange­
ment is commonly called "the law covenant". Also, 
the simple expression "the law" is used in the Bible 
to refer to God's side of the law covenant with Israel. 

WHAT WAS ABOLISHED 

•The "law" being Theocratic and being given 
under such glorious, awe-inspiring conditions, it 
would seem to be perpetual, everlasting, beyond 
recall, eternal like the Lawgiver. So it causes many 
to be amazed when informed that such law was 
abolished and brought to an end by Jehovah, and 
that no creatures on earth, not even the Jews, are 
any longer under it. Certain religionists, in fear that 
such abolitfon of all the law covenant must produce 
had moral effects, put up a peculiar argument. They 
claim that two laws were given to the Jews, (1) 
God's law, written by Him; and (2) Moses' law, 
written by him. They claim the one was the moral 
law and the other was the ceremonial law; and that 
it was the ceremonial law that was abolished, but not 
the moral law as contained in the Ten Command­
ments. Hence such religionists consider themselves 
bound to keep the Fourth Commandment by observ-

8. WhJ did Moaea' face shine? and what I! the erpreaslon "the law" 
aometlmea uaed to mean ! 
9. WbJ does the abolition of such law amaze oome rellglonlsta? ud 
bow do the1 argue In fa Tor of keeping tbe weekly oabloRlb ~ 
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ing a weekly sabbath day on the seventh day, from 
sundown of Friday to sundown of Saturday. 

10 They vigorously contend that all true Christians 
must keep a weekly sabbath the same as the Jews did 
of old. They claim that in saying to Christians, ''Ye 
are not under the law, but under grace," Paul meant 
the ceremonial law, not the Ten Commandments 
including the sabbath commandment. They appeal to 
the doings of Jesus and his close disciples on the 
Jewish sabbath day as a proof that Christians are 
subject to both the sabbath commandment and the 
rest of the Ten Commandments. Plainly, they think 
there is no greater force and inducement to right­
eous living than the Ten Commandments. Hence 
they are afraid of what the abolition of the Ten 
Commandments as an integral part of the law cove­
nant might cause to the morals and godly living of 
Christians. However, their fears are not the first 
fears of this kind to be expressed. The apostle Paul 
in his own day needed to quiet such fears on the part 
of converted Jews who were sticklers for Moses' law. 
Paul showed that their fears and misgivings were 
not properly founded. Almighty God's arrangement 
of grace and mercy is more powerful for righteous­
nesb than the Ten Commandments and the other laws 
of his law covenant with Israel. Shall we seeT 

11 Those who argue against the law covenant's hav­
ing been abolished, including the Ten Command­
ments, quote Jesus' words: "Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but who­
soever shall do and teach them, the same shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. 
5: 17-19) Do these words say that the "law" will not 
be abolished before the heaven and earth (Satan's 
invisible and visible organization) pass away in 
destruction at the battle of Armageddon to be suc­
ceeded by the new heavens and new earth which God 
has promised Y No I Neither was Jesus saying that 
heaven and earth will pass away at the end of the 
world only after everybody alive on earth is keeping 
the Ten Commandments down to every jot and tittle. 

12 Oh, you will say, surely by the term "law" Jesus 
meant the Ten Commandments, because in his 
sermon on the mount he ref erred to the Sixth Com­
mandment against killing and the Seventh Com­
mandment against adultery, two references. (Matt. 

10. How do thf'y e:rplain, "Yf' ue not under the law, but under rrace"? 
and wby are tbo,ir tears Improper! 
11. What words do some objectora quote from Jesus' sermon on the 
mount? and why -do beaven and eutb'• paasln1 away not ar111e aJ&lnat 
the law'• abolition? 
12. In Jesus' sermon, to what did the e:rpresslon "tbe law" refer! and why? 

5: 21, 27) Yes, but did you examine the complete 
sermon on the mount and notice that Jesus made 
more references to other parts of Moses' law than to 
the Decalogue or Ten Commandments T He called 
attention to the matter of bringing gifts for the altar, 
to granting an immoral wife a divorce certificate, to 
forswearing oneself, to "an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth", and to loving one's neighbor as 
oneself. In proof compare Matthew 5: 23, 24, 31, 33, 
38, 43 and Deuteronomy 16: 16, 17; 24: 1; Numbers 
30: 2; Exodus 21 : 23-25; Deuteronomy 19: 21; and 
Leviticus 19 : 18. 

11 This proves that by the term "law" Jesus meant 
not merely the Ten Commandments but all the rest 
of the "law of Moses"; and that the Ten Command­
ments did not occupy a position detached from the 
law covenant. Instead of declaring, therefore, that 
the law covenant, including the Decalogue, was 
eternal as the literal heavens and earth, what was 
Jesus saying T This: that the law was typical and 
that its types and shadows of good things to come 
would all find a fulfillment in antitypical realities. 
They would be fulfilled down to the last jot and tittle 
before the full end would come upon the Devil's 
world by the destruction of its demonic "heavens" 
and its political, commercial and religious "earth". 
Long before such wicked heavens and earth passed 
away, the types and shadows of the "law'' would 
begin fulfilling, and that would mean that the law 
had been abolished with its types, in order to make 
way for the bringing in of the antitypes or realities 
by Christ Jesus. We are now at the end of the world 
and can see that the fulfillment of the law began 
nineteen centuries ago. At that time the law was 
abolished by being nailed to the tree on which Christ 
Jesus died as the antitypical "Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world".-J ohn 1 : 29 

11 It was the second year of his preaching ministry 
when Jesus delivered the sermon on the mount. 
Hence he spoke while the "law" was binding upon 
the Jews. Jesus came, not to destroy the law, but to 
bring about its fulfillment, starting off the anti­
typical realities. The scribes, the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, by means of traditions that transgressed 
God's commandments and made them of no effect, 
were the ones that were destroying the law and 
teaching men to break the commandments. Yet those 
men pretended to be the greatest observers of the 
law and to be righteous thereby. They claimed to be 
the "children of the kingdom", that is, to be in line 
for Messiah's kingdom. In view of their lawbreak­
ing, hypocritical course, Jesus warned his hearers: 
"Except your righteousness shall exceed the right-

13. What, then, did JeaU.1' word9 at Matthew IS: 17, 18 mean? and 
bow do we aee that fact today 7 
H. As reapetta tbe law, wby did Jeaua come? and why was the righteous­
ness of acrlbee and Pbulaees not enou1h to enter the Kingdom? 
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eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. 5: 20) 
Such righteousness must be, not by keeping the law, 
but by a faith in Christ. As the apostle Paul said, 
who was once, "as touching the law, a Pharisee; ... 
touching the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless": "I have suffered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteous­
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God 
by faith."-Phil 3: 5-9. 

u Hence, while the Jaw covenant was still in force 
over Israel, Jesus kept and taught the law and 
sought its fulfillment. To be little or "least in the 
kingdom of heaven'· as a teacher of lawbreaking 
means not to be in the Kingdom at all. No Jew should 
think that while the law was thus in force the way 
into the kingdom of heaven was by breaking and 
teaching others to break the law covenant. The law 
foreshadowed the Christian realities that were to 
come, and so, unless a person was in harmony with 
that law, he could not enter the heavenly kingdom. 
Hence, if he broke the law in the smallest regard and 
taught others to do the same, he would not be in the 
Kingdom at all, because he would be practicing and 
teaching lawlessness toward God. Thus seen, Jesus' 
words to those Jews under the law in no wise meant 
that those of the ''kingdom of heaven" class are still 
under the "law" since Jesus' death on the tree. 
Neither is their greatness nor their littleness to be 
measured by their degree ot keeping that law, 
Pharisee-fashion.-Acts 15: 5. 

PERPETU ALNESS 
11 The religionists who claim that the ''law" was in 

two parts say that the ceremonial law only was 
abolished but that the moral law set out in the Ten 
Commandments was to be perpetual and for ever. 
They refer us to Exodus 31: 16, 17. These verses 
refer to the Fourth of the Ten Commandments and 
say: "The children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, 
to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, 
for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me and 
the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the 
LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day 
he rested, and was refreshed.'' 

11 However, the use of the terms perpetual and 
for ever as regards the weekly sabbath cannot be 
interpreted to mean that the Fourth Commandment 
as well as the other nine were to continue to apply 
forever and hence must apply to Christ's disciples. 
HI. How Ill the lawbreaklnir teacher called the "leut In the klnirdom of 
heaven"? and are Chrl1tia1111 therefore still under that law? 
16. Al against abolition, what do aabbAth·keeptnc rellclonilu arcue 
about the Ten Commandments? and wltb wbat scripture? 
17. Had those Ten Co'Dmandmenta alwa7a been In e:i:lstence? 11.Dd bow 
do Moaea' words 1how tbe answer? 

Those Ten Commandments had not always been in 
existence toward men, not even toward the Jews. 
Moses, the mediator of the law covenant with Israel, 
says so plainly. In Deuteronomy 5: 6-21 :Moses 
recites the Ten Commandments and then, in verse 
22, he adds: ''These words the LORD spake unto all 
your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the 
fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a 
great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote 
them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto 
me." But just before reciting the Ten Command­
ments Moses said to the Israelites: "The LORD [J eho­
vah) our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The 
LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but 
with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this 
day. The LORD talked with you face to face in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire," and spoke the 
Ten Commandments. (Deut. 5: 1-5) Yes, the Ten 
Commandments had a beginning, not with their fore­
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's twelve 
sons, but with the Israelites who were alive and 
present at Mount Horeb (or Sinai) when Moses 
mediated the law covenant with them. Hence the fact 
that the Ten Commandments have been abolished 
should arouse no fear and dismay in us. 

11 Read, now, those Ten Commandments. Then you 
will realize that they had their beginning with :Moses 
and his fellow Israelites. They did not exist toward 
Abraham and their other forefathers. The First 
Commandment says: "I am Jehovah thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me.'' {Ex. 20: 2, 3, Am. Stan. Ver.) That com­
mandment did not apply to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
and the twelve sons of Jacob, because Jehovah God 
never did bring them out of a house of bondage in 
Egypt. Note, too, that the Commandment is nega­
tively stated: "Thou shalt have NO other gods before 
me." God did not thus speak negatively to Abraham. 
God spoke positively to Abraham, as it is recorded 
at Genesis 17: 1, 2: "When Abram was ninety years 
old and nine, Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said 
unto him, I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant 
between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceed­
ingly.'' (A.8.V.) This covenant was not the law cove­
nant, but the Abrahamic covenant concerning the 
Seed in whom all families of the earth are to be 
blessed. 

19 As regards the Israelites under Moses, Jehovah 
God rightly commanded them not to worship other 
gods than Him. Whyf Because Jehovah had rescued 
them from slavery and death in Egypt. They 

18. Wb7 dld not the nnt Commandment appl7 to Abraham, Iaaac, 
Jacob, and Jacob'• twain aona? 
19. Wb7 did Jebo,.,.h have a right to command the laraellte. under 
Mo- to wonblp no 1od but Him? 
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belonged to him as his redeemed people, and he had 
a right to command them to worship no other than 
Him alone.-Deut. 7: 6-11. 

10 The Second Commandment is also negatively 
stated: "Thou shalt NOT make unto thee a graven 
image, ~OR any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or th'at is in the earth beneath, or that 
is in the water under the earth: thou shalt NOT bow 
down thyself unto them, ~OR serve them; for I J eho­
vah thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and 
upon the fourth generation of them that hate me, and 
showing lovingkindness unto thousands of them that 
love me and keep my commandments." (Ex. 20: 4-6, 
A.S.V.) No such commandment was given to Adam 
in the garden of Eden against worshiping fish, birds, 
and animals or images of them. Instead, God gave 
to man the positive command: ''Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 
HAVE DOMINION OVER the fish of the sea. and OV'Elt the 
fowl of the air, and OVER every living thing that 
move th upon the earth." (Gen. 1: 28, 26) It was when 
man lost dominion over the lower animal creation 
that he worshiped them and made images of them. 

21 The Third Commandment is also negatively 
worded: "Thou shalt NOT take the name of Jehovah 
thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guilt­
less that taketh his name in >ain." (Ex. 20: 7, .A.S.V.) 
This commandment is enlarged upon, at Leviticus 
19: 12: "Ye shall ~OT swear by my name falsely, 
neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I 
am the LORD [Jehovah]." God had made a special 
revelation concerning his name to the Israelites 
under :Moses, namely, that his name Jehovah means 
the God of purpose, the God of the covenant, the 
purpose-keeping or covenant-keeping God. (Ex. 
3: 13-18; 6: 2, 3) Hence for them to enter into a 
covenant with Jehovah and thus become a people for 
His name would be a serious responsibility. If they 
did not keep their covenant with him, they would be 
dishonoring his name and taking it hypocritically 
and in vain. Therefore they would become guilty of 
a great offense against God. Bringing reproach upon 
God's name by false swearing and by covenant­
breaking is a sin. It is contrary to what Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray to Jehovah God: "Hallowed be 
thy name."-!lfatt. 6: 9; Rom. 2: 23, 24. 

21 The Fourth Commandment is also negatively 
put: ''Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but 
the seventh day is a sabbath unto Jehovah thy 
God: in it thou shalt NOT do any work, thou, NOR 
20. How la the Seeond Commandment stated? and wby did It not apply 
to Adam In Eden? 
:U. How la the Third Commandment atated? and wb1 and how did It 
apply to tbe Israelites? 
22. How la tbe Fourth Commandment stated 1 and what la not •lated 
positively ID connection wllb It 1 

thy son, NOR thy daughter, thy man-servant, NOR thy 
maid-servant, NOR thy cattle, NOR thy stranger that is 
within thy gates: for in six days Jehovah made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and 
rested the seventh day: wherefore Jehovah blessed 
the sabbath day, and hallowed it." (Ex. 20: 8-11, 
.A.8.V.) In this Commandment there is nothing posi­
tive stated about celebrating the sabbath day by 
studying God's Word either in private or in public 
assembly, or by listening to sermons, or by going 
through various acts of worship on the seventh day. 

•• The Fifth Commandment is without negative: 
''Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may 
be long in the land which Jehovah thy God giveth 
thee." (Ex. 20: 12, .A.8.V.) The apostle Paul says this 
is the "first commandment with promise". (Eph. 
6: 2) This commandment did not apply to the fore­
fathers of the Jews, forasmuch as Jehovah God 
actually gave them no land. Abraham's father and 
mother were dead when he entered Canaan. Also God 
"gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as 
to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would 
give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after 
him, when as yet he had no child". (Acts 7: 5) Abra­
ham's grandson Jacob, and Jacob's twelve sons also 
closed their days, not in the Promised Land, but in 
an alien land not theirs, Egypt.-Genesis 50. 

" The remaining five commandments of the Deca­
logue are all put negatively: (6) "Thou shalt NOT 
kill." (7) "Thou shalt NOT commit adultery." (8) 
"Thou shalt NOT steal." (9) "Thou shalt ~OT bear 
false witness against thy neighbour." (10) "Thou 
shalt NOT covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt NOT 
covet thy neighbour's wife, NOR his manservant, NOR 

his maidservant, NOR his ox, NOR his ass, NOR any 
thing that is thy neighbour's." (Ex. 20: 13-17) They 
are not positive commands to love one's neighbor or 
others, but are commands against selfishness. They 
showed that such actions and forms of selfishness 
are sin, and thus they imparted the knowledge of sin 
to those to whom the Ten Commandments were 
given. Now, then, the giving of these laws to Israel 
did not prove or mean that they were a just and 
righteous nation. "For not the hearers of the law are 
just before God, but the doers of the law shall he 
justified." (Rom. 2: 13) Rather than show up the 
nation as righteous and just because of the right­
eousness and justice of their laws, such laws showed 
them up to the exact contrary. ''Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who 
are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 

23. How ta the Fifth Commandment stated? and wby did It not apply 
to Abraham down to bla creat·srandaons? 
2•. How are the remaining llH commandmenta put? and bow did they 
1bow up the Jewish nation? 
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flesh be ju8tified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin."-Rom. 3: 19, 20. 

25 The Ten Commandments being stated in such a 
negative way, it was plain that they were delivered 
to a people that had sin in their members. They were 
enforced upon a people that was inclined to the 
unrighteous things forbidden by those Command­
ments. Hence men who try to put Christians under 
the Ten Commandments and the rest of Moses' law 
are trying to be teachers of the law without under­
standing the relationship of Christians to righteous­
ness. So Paul remarks, saying of them: "Desiring to 
be teachers of the law; understanding neither what 
they say, nor whereof they affirm. But we know that 
the law is good, if a man use it lawfully [or applies 
it to whom the law fits, namely, to the Jews under it; 
whyT]; knowing this, that the law is not made for 
a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, 
for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and pro­
fane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for 
them that defile themselves with mankind, for men­
stealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there 
be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 
according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, 
which was committed to my trust." (1 Tim. 1: 7-11) 
Hence such negative laws against unrighteous 
persons of that kind were not delivered to Chris­
tians nor applied to them. Christians are justified by 
having Christ's righteousness imputed to them, and 
they also have the glorious gospel of the blessed God 
committed to their trust. However, this is bv no 
means saying that the Ten Commandments wer~ not 
good and excellent for their day. "The law of Jeho­
vah is perfect, restoring the soul."-Ps. 19: 7, A.S.V. 

28 The law covenant cannot be taken apart, so that 
a part of it could be abolished, such as the cere­
monial part, and a part of it remain, such as the 
so-called "moral" part. James 2: 10, 11 makes this 
point clear, saying: "'Vhosoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, 
Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if 
thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law." 
So then, applying this point to the question of the 
perpetualness of the Ten Commandments and all the 
rest of the Mosaic law, what do we seeT This: that 
if the Fourth Commandment concerning the sabbath 
day was "for a perpetual covenant" with Israel and 
for a sign "for ever", then all Ten Commandments 
and all the Mosaic law, in fact, were for a perpetual 
covenant to endure as long as the Fourth Command­
ment. Conversely, if the rest of the covenant was 

25. Becauae of being what kind ot people waa the law given to tbe 
Je\\lah nation? and wby not to Cbrtatiam? 
28. Why cannot the law connant be taken apan and panly aboU.hed ! 
and how perpetual would the Fourth Oommandment therefore be? 

abolished, then the Fourth Commandment went out 
with it also. 

., Just how long, then, do the words perpetual and 
for ever, as used in Exodus 31: 16, 17 quoted above, 
meanT Not to eternity, so as to be beyond abolish­
ment. The same words in the Hebrew meaning per­
petual ( ohl<ihm) and for ever ('l' ohlahm) are used 
with regard to the Jewish priesthood, the priesthood 
that descended from .Moses' brother Aaron. For 
example, Exodus 40: 12-16: "Thou ~halt bring Aaron 
and his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and wash them with water. And thou 
shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and anoint 
him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me 
in the priest's office. And thou shalt bring his sons. 
and clothe them with coats: and thou shalt anoint 
them, as thou didst anoint their father, that they may 
minister unto me in the priest's office: for their 
anointing shall surely be an everlasting [ ohlahm] 
priesthood throughout their generations." Also as to 
the handling of the meal offering, the law said, at 
Leviticus 6: 14-23: "This is the law of the meat offer­
ing: ... All the males among the children of Aaron 
shall eat of it. It shall be a statute for ever [ohlcihm] 
in your gen~rations concerning the offerings of the 
LORD made by fire: every one that toucheth them 
shall be holy .... the priest of [Aaron's] sons that 
is anointed in his stead shall offer it: it is a statute 
for ever [ ohlahm] unto the Lo RD." ( N um. 25: 13; 
Lev. 24:8, 9; and Lev. 25:46, l'ohlahm) Such laws 
concerning priesthood had a physical or carnal basis; 
that is, they required that the priests and their high 
priest must be descendants of Aaron according to 
the flesh. 

11 From the Bible's use of the words perpetual, 
everlasting, and for ever in connection with the 
Aaronic priesthood and their official duties one 
would imagine that these would exist and continue 
in force to all eternity. Yet today the Aa ronic or 
Levitical pries·thood has disappeared and functions 
no more . .Moreover, the apostle Paul explains that 
Jehovah God, who first established the Aaronic or 
Levitical priesthood, abolished it and no longer 
recognized it after Christ's death and resurrection. 
Christ. Jesus was made God's High Priest, not 
accordmg to a "carnal commandment'' or a law that 
recognized the flesh of Aaron the Levite, but accord­
ing to a new law of God and by the sworn oath of 
God. His priesthood is therefore superior to Aaron's. 
It is after the order or rank of Melchizedek, the 
priest-king of Salem. So Paul explains, as follows: 

" "Now if anything final had been really accom-

=~il t,i;ito':~~~!!O~se'dlib wbat elae are the Hebrew worm for ''perpetual" 
28. Becauae of uatnr ouch word• concerning prl .. tbood, waa tbe Aaronlc 
or Le .. tttcal prleetbood to contlnue alwa11? and wbJ 11 Cllrl1t'1 priest­
hood superior? 
Zll. What •bowed th•t • chance of the law concernlnr priesthood must 
take place! 
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plished through the Levitical priesthood, for even 
the giving of the Law was based upon it, what 
further need would there have been of appointing a 
different priest of the priesthood of Melchizedek, 
instead of choosing one of the priesthood of Aaron T 
For when there is a change in the priesthood, a 
change necessarily takes place in the Law as well. 

10 "For [our Lord Jesus] of whom all this was said 
was related to a tribe no member of which ever 
officiated at the altar. For it is perfectly clear that 
our Lord sprang from the tribe of Judah, with 
reference to which Moses said nothing at all about 
priests. The point is still more clear in view of the 
fact that the appointment of the new priest resembles 
that of ~1elchizedek. for he is appointed not for 
possessing any legal physical qualifications [the law 
of a carnal command], but by virtue of a life that 
cannot end. For the psalm [Psalm 110, verse 4) bears 
witness, 'You are a priest forever, of the priesthood 
of M elchizedek!' So an earlier regulation is abro­
gated because it was poor and ineffective (for there 
was nothing final about the Law), and a better hope 
begins to dawn, through which we may approach 
God. And in proportion as Jes us was not appointE>d 
priest without God's making oath to it, the agree­
ment [the new covenant] which he guarantees is 
better than the old one, for God took no oath in 
appointing the old priests, but he made oath to his 
appointment, when he said to [Jesus], 'The Lord has 
sworn it and he will not chauqe: You are a priest 
forever/' The old [Aaronic] priests too had to he 
numerous, ~cause death prevented their continuing 
in office. But He [Jesus] continues forever. and so 
his priesthood' is untransf erable." -Heb. 7: 11-24, 
Goodspeed. 

11 The "law of a carnal commandment" which made 
Aaron and his sons Levitical priests was not sinful; 
it merely recognized the flesh of Aaron's family. It 
was not against the Jews nor contrary to them. Not 
at all; for this law provided for typical sacrifices for 
their sins and their typical restoration to God's 
favor. This law was not weak, unprofitable, poor, 
ineffective, and useless in itself; but the weakness, 
unprofitableness, and ineffectiveness about it lay 
with the weak, imperfect, sin-stricken, dying priests 
of the line of Aaron the Levite. Hence, when Christ 
offered up and presented to God his human sacrifice 
as God's High Priest, that former law and its 
Aaronic priesthood were abolished. That means that 
the old law covenant, of which the priesthood-law 
was a part, was abolished. Hence it means that 
the Ten Commandments were abolished too as an 

30. )Vhy wu a new priesthood-arrangement neeeuar:r for Jeeua? and 
wbJ 11 be alone, Instead of numero1111 prleata, 1umc1ent? 
31. ta) Wb:r wu not the •·1aw of a carnal commandment" •11talnat tbe 
Jewa? but wherein wa.i It weak and unprot\table? (b) WbJ, tben. does 
perpetval aa recards tbe Fourth Commandment not argue apinat Ila 
abolishment? 

integral part of that old law covenant. The use of 
the Hebrew wor-0 ohltlhm, translated perpetual, ever­
lasting, and for ever, in connection with the Fourth 
Commandment, respecting the weekly sabbath, does 
not argue against its abolition any more than against 
the abolition of the Levitical priesthood. Ohlahm 
(from ahlam, to wrap up, hide, or conceal) simply 
means indefinite or uncertain time, whether eternity 
or a limited space of time whose limit is concealed 
from man and unknown beforehand to man. What 
makes the priesthood of Christ eternal is his having 
immortal life. 

SPIRIT IMPARTED BY GOD'S GRACE 
11 Let us not think, however, that the law covenant 

with its Ten Commandments was set aside ,-...ithout 
anything to take its place in the lives and conduct of 
Jehovah's consecrated people. By acting as God's 
High Priest in offering up his human sacrifice for 
sins, Jesus Christ became also the Mediator of a new 
covenant, a "better covenant" as compared with the 
old Mosaic law covenant. That old covenant with its 
Ten Commandments written on stone tablets <lid not 
make the Jewish nation perfect or righteous. How­
ever, under the new covenant the Christians are 
made righteous or justified through the Mediator 
Christ Jesus. His sacrifice upon which this new cove­
nant is based really cancels or takes away sins in 
God's sight. (Heb. 9: 15-17; 8: 6-13) If the Jews had 
kept the old covenant, they would have become J eho­
vah's "peculiar treasure", his ''kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation". (Ex. 19: 6) Now the new cove­
nant is His new contract or agreement whereby he 
takes out from the Gentile nations as well as the Jew­
ish nation a "people for his name".-Acts 15: 14. 

u In paragraph 7 our attention was called to the 
glory with which the old law covenant was inaugu­
rated by Moses its mediator. But such glory did not 
guarantee that the covenant with its Ten Command­
ments engraved on stone tablets would not pass away 
at some then-unknown, indefinite time. The very 
glory attending that covenant was a passing glory. 
But the new covenant has a better Mediator, a better 
sacrifice, and a power for righteousness which is 
stronger than the Ten Commandments engraved in 
letters of stone. It has a glory that never fad es. Its 
power for righteousness is God's spirit. That active 
force makes alive, whereas the handwriting of the 
old law covenant showed up the Israelites as cove­
nant-breakers, sinners, and assigned them to death. 
The consecrated Christians who are under this new 
covenant are made its ministers or servants. They 
receive their qualifications for this service, not from 

32. With Chrlattana wbat takM tbe place of tbe old law co•enant ! 
and bow and for what purpo.e? 
33, 34. Bow Ill the glorr of the n- conna.nt greater than that of 
the old law connant? and WM are ltl mlnilten? 
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some religious theological seminary, but from Jeho­
vah God and by Christ Jesus. Indisputably showing 
that the law covenant v.ith stone-engraved Ten Com­
mandments written by God's finger was abolished 
and was replaced by the new covenant with its life­
giving spirit, Paul writes: 

"''My qualifications come from God, and he has 
further qualified me to be the minister of a new cove­
nant-a covenant not of written law but of spirit; 
for the written law kills but the spirit makes alive. 
Now if the administration of death which was en­
graved in letters of stone was invested with glory­
so much so, that the children of Israel could not gaze 
at the face of ~oses on account of the dazzling glory 
that was fading from his face; surely the adminis­
tration of the spirit must be invested with still 
greater glory. If there was glory in the administra­
tion that condemned, then the administration that 
acquits [the ministration of righteousness] abound!i 
far more in glory (indeed, in view of the tran­
scendent glory, what was glorious has thus no glory 
at all); if what faded had its glory, then what lasts 
will be invested with far greater glory." 

35 Then Paul shows that the power for righteous-
3~ Ho" doe• Paul then de.scribe tbe Christian power for rlghteousneos 
under the ne ..- covenant? 

ness under the new covenant is not the abolished Ten 
Commandments but is God's spirit which transforms 
them to a godly likeness. Paul says: "('The Lord' 
means the Spirit, and wherever the spirit of the Lord 
is, there is open freedom.) But we all mirror the 
glory of the Lord with face unveiled, and so we are 
being transformed into the same likeness as himself, 
passing from one glory to another-for this comes 
of the Lord the Spirit."-2 Cor. 3: 5-18, Jfojf att; The 
Emphatic Diaglott. 

"From that standpoint we can appreciate the 
force of Paul's further statement: "But if ye be led 
of the spirit, ye are not under the law." (Gal. 5: 18) 
The Christians are the ones being led by the spirit 
or active force of God in harmony with his holy 
Word. This fact proves that they are not under the 
old law covenant with its Ten Commandments, but 
are under the new covenant. Under it they are being 
transformed by the spirit which God's grace imparts 
in connection with that new covenant. For more on 
this vital matter our readers are ref erred to the next 
succeeding article. 
36. By what are the Christian~ led? and why &re they therefore not 
under the law? 

RIGHTEOUS WORLD WITHOUT THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 

C AN you nsualize a new world without the Ten 
Commandments 1 The very thought of such a 
thing would horrify many self-righteous reli­

gionists, as if it meant that all morality would be 
thrown to the winds. Still. you ask, how would it be 
a righteous world without the Ten Commandments 
to keep it straightT How could it be any better than 
"this present ew world"T Of course, this world does 
not observe the Ten Commandments; in fact, the 
world in general was never under the Ten Command­
ments. But the mere absence of the Decalogue, as 
those Commandments are called, is not responsible 
for the world's wickedness. The mere presence and 
popular knowledge of the Decalogue would not keep 
the world from being sinful. Just recall that the Ten 
Commandments were a part of the law code which 
God gave to the Jews by ~loses. The mere declara­
tion and publication of that law code to the Jews did 
not make them righteous or keep them from sin and 
wickedness against God. The hearing of God's com­
mandments declared from Mount Sinai did not 
remove the Jews from the sinful level of the rest of 
the world and transform them into a righteous 
nation. "For not the hearers of the law are just 
before God, but the doers of the law shall be justi­
fied."-Rom. 2: 13. 

2 The Jews had been nine hundred years under 
that law code when Jehovah God said by his prophet 
Ezekiel: "I caused them to go forth out of the land 
of Egypt, and brought them into the wilderness. And 
I gave them my statutes, and showed them mine ordi­
nances, which if a man do [and not merely hear], 
he shall live in them. Moreover also I gave them my 
sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them, that 
they might know that I am Jehovah that sanctifieth 
them." (Ezek. 20: 10-12, A.S.V.) In place of carrying 
out God's righteous law code, including the Ten 
Commandments, the Jews rebelled against him and 
his law and imitated the Gentile world round about 
them. God forewarned the Jews that, for breaking 
his law covenant, he would deliver them over into the 
hands of their heathen enemies. But the Jews would 
not be warned. "'Vherefore," says J ebovah God, "I 
gave them also statutes that were not good, and 
judgments whereby they should not live; and I 
polluted them in their own gifts, in that they caused 
to pass through the fire all that openeth the womb, 
that I might make them desolate, to the end that 
they might know that I am the LoRn [Jehovah]." 
(Ezek. 20: 25, 26) This does not mean that God gave 
them a ceremonial law that was not good. Ail of 
God's laws are good, and the ceremonial features of 

1. How do we know that the men presence and popular knowledse ot 2. According to Ezekiel 120: 25, 26) wby did God gtve the Jews "statntes 
the Ten Commandments would not make thl• world rlsbteo~? that were not good"? &nd wby does thla not refer to tbe ceremonial law? 
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his law are declared to be 'shadows of good things 
to come'.-Heb.10:1. 

3 But what God here meant was that, after the 
Jews' persistence in disobeying his law (not just the 
Ten Commandments), he let them go their own way. 
He gave them over to the statutes and judgments of 
the heathen that were not good and by keeping which 
they could not gain life. Psalm 81: 11, 12 declares: 
").Iy people would not hearken to my voice; and 
Israel would none of me. So I gave them up unto 
their own hearts' lust: and thev walked in their own 
counsels.'' And the apostle Pa~l writes: "Wherefore 
God also gave them up to uncleanness through the 
lusts of their own hearts, ... God gave them up unto 
vile affections: ... And even as they did not like 
to retain God in their lmowledge, God gave them 
over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which 
are not convenient." (Rom. 1: 24-28) Thus the Ten 
Commandments did not transform the Jews into a 
righteous nation, nor convert the world. The Deca­
logue alone cannot produce a righteous world, 
despite the righteousness of the Decalogue. 

•That God's promised new world can be righteous 
without the reinstatement of the Ten Commandments 
is demonstrated by Christ's faithful footstep follow­
ers. "Reinstatement" of the Ten Commandments, we 
say, because the Bible makes it plain that the old 
law covenant with the Jews, including the Decalogue, 
was taken out of the way by virtue of Christ's death 
on the tree. (See Ephesians 2: 11-18 and Colossians 
2: 13-17; and the preceding article, mr 4, 5.) Hence 
such followers of Christ are not under the law cove­
nant and its Decalogue. Nevertheless, their right­
eousness with God is a fact. They are not trying to 
be righteous before God by doing the works of that 
old law covenant. They accept God's Word, namely: 
''Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of 
the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justi­
fied by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh 
be justified." "But that no man is justified by the 
law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just 
shall live by faith. And the law is not of faith: but, 
The man that doeth them shall live in them. Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree." (Gal. 2: 16; 3: 11-13) 
Yet, despite not being under the commandments, 
ordinances and statutes of the old law covenant, true 
Christians do ~ot pursue a course of sin like the 
world and its nations. 

'To these Christians who are under God's new 
3. What. then, dld God'a word• by Ezekiel mean? and why would not 
the Decalogue produce a rlghteou1 world? 
4. How do Christiana demonstrate that God'• promised new world can 
be Mghteou• without reinstating the Ten Commandments? 
Cl. Although not under the law, why do Christiana not let sin dominate 
them like the old world? 

covenant by Christ Jesus Paul writes, saying: "For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace." (Rom. 6: 14) All 
the world of mankind are "dead in trespasses and 
sins" and traveling now a swift pace toward destruc­
tion at the battle of Armageddon. And yet these 
Christians do not let sin have dominion over them, 
although they are not under the law but are under 
God's grace or favor through Christ. Many religion­
ists insist that here the expression "not under the 
law" means not under the penalty of the law. 

•They argue that the law here means the Ten 
Commandments or the "moral law of God'', as they 
call it. They say Christians are as fully subject to 
the Ten Commandments as were the Jews, but that 
Christians come under the law when they break it 
and they are not under the law as long as they keep 
it. But such an argument does not agree with the 
rest of the Scriptures. Galatians 4: 4 says: ""When 
the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made UNDER THE uw." 
According to the religionists' argument, this would 
mean that Jesus was a breaker of God's law and was 
under its penalties; whereas Jesus asserted that he 
came not to destroy the law but to fulfill it. It was 
nothing morally against Jesus to be under the law. 
He was subject to it because of being born by a 
Jewess. So he kept the law covenant, and he acted 
and he still acts in fulfillment of the good things 
which it foreshadows. 

' The Christians are under God's grace or un­
deserved kindness. It is expressed toward them by 
the imputing of righteousness to them, resulting in 
their justification through Christ. Such righteous­
ness is not earned by them by the works of the old 
law covenant, but is God's gracious gift to them 
through faith in the sacrifice of His Son. Hence it is 
said that they are not under the law, but under 
grace: "that being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life." 
(Titus 3: 7) The apostle Paul illustrates the freedom 
which the Christian heirs of God's kingdom enjoy 
from the old law covenant by an illustration of a 
Jewish man and his wife. At Romans 7: 1-6 he writes: 

•''Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that 
know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over 
a man as long as he liveth f For the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband 
so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she 
is loosed from the law of her husband. So then if, 
while her husband liveth, she be married to another 
man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her 

6. Why dou the rellglonilta' argument about being "not under the Jaw" 
not agree with Galatlana 4 : 4 7 
7 How 11 It demonstrated that Christians are under il'llCe and not 

~~·H'::'doefl Paul'• Illustration of the Jewish man and bis wife tit 
the Chrlatlan1 ? 
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husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that 
she is no adulteress, though, she be married to 
another man. WHEREFORE, my brethren, ye also are 
become dead to the law by the body of Christ [sacri­
ficed on the tree]; that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead 
[Christ Jesus], that we should bring forth fruit unto 
God. For when we were in the flesh, the motions 
[passions] of sins, which were by the law, did work 
in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. But 
now we are delivered from the law, that [law] being 
dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in 
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter 
[of the old law covenant]." 

' That the "law'' here meant is the law covenant, 
including the Ten Conunandments, is proved by 
Paul's next words, namely: ''\Vhat shall we say then T 
Is the law sin T God forbid. Howbeit, I had not known 
sin, except throu~h the law: for I had not known 
coveting, except the law had said, Thou shalt not 
covet [the Tenth Commandment]: but sin, finding 
occasion, wrought in me through the commandment 
all manner of coveting: for apart from the law sin 
is dead. And I was alive apart from the law once: 
but when the commandment came [by God's law 
covenant through Moses], sin revived, and I died; 
and the commandment, which was unto life, this I 
found to be unto death: for sin, finding occasion, 
through the commandment beguiled me, and through 
it slew me. So that the la'v is holy, and the command­
ment holy, and righteous, and good. Did then that 
which is good become death unto me T God forbid. 
But sin [became death unto me], that it might be 
shown to be sin, by working death to me through 
that which is good ;-that through the commandment 
sin might become exceeding sinful. For we know that 
the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin." 
-Rom. 7: 7-14, Am. Stan. Ver. 

10 Briefly, what the apostle is saying in the above­
quoted words is this: According to God's law through 
.Moses the death of a husband loosed his wife from 
her union to him, so that she could marry another 
man without becoming an adulteress and breaking 
thP Seventh Commandment. Because of death the 
husband was no longer bound to the woman. God 
nailed the law covenant to the tree on which Christ 
Jesus his Son died. (Col. 2: 13, 14) That law cove­
nant had condemned us and hence was against us by 
exposing us to be sinners. But those who acted on 
God's gracious provision through Christ for cancel­
ing sins died to such law covenant. Thus dying to it, 
such believers were justified from the things which 
the law covenant condemned and were free to be 
married or joined to Christ as members of his body 
'9.l'iilal In Paul's 11Ju1tratlon. bow do we know what 11 meant by 
bis expreu1on "the law"? (b) How ban Chrletlans been fr-S from 
that law, to "lltne ID newness of •plrlt'' ! 

or congregation; not to a dead Christ, of course (for 
he was raised from the dead to heavenly life); but to 
a living Christ. So they live by union with him and 
bring forth the fruits of righteousness. The law, by 
its negative commandments (or Thou shalt not's) 
against committing sin, had excited the body's 
passions for sin, which sin works death. But now 
that the law covenant was dead and abolished, which 
once held the Jews under it, all believers in Christ 
are delivered from it and serve God, not according 
to the letter of that old covenant, but according to a 
new spirit given to them by God. 

11 Bec~use the law covenant did not produce right­
eousness in the Jewish nation, that does not mean 
that the law was sin. Rather, that law made the Jews 
conscious of what sin is, and the law commandments 
are holy, just and good. Paul was a fleshly descend­
ant of Abraham, to whom God said: "In thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." (Gen. 
22: 18) Abraham was God's friend and was justified 
in God's sight because of his faith. While yet unborn 
in the loins of Abraham, Paul had a hope of life 
through faith. But 330 years after Abraham died, the 
law covenant was added to the divine promise made 
to Abraham. This law covenant made it plainly 
appear that Abraham's fleshly descendants, the 
twelve tribes of Israel, were sinners and trans­
gressors. Paul was born under this law covenant. 
He being unable to justify himself to life by the 
works of the law covenant, his hope of life by it died. 

12 The Jews, not seeing the temporary purpose of 
the law covenant, were deceived into thinking they 
could justify themselves by its works and thus earn 
the right to life from God. The law being holy, just 
and good, sin was clearly shown up in contrast with 
it. Hence the good law covenant was not the death 
of Paul and of the rest of the Jews; it was sin that 
they committed that brought the death penalty. The 
law, being given by the great Spirit Jehovah, was 
spiritual, being in harmony with that great Spirit 
.Jehovah. But Paul was just a carnal or physical, 
fleshly human, sold or delivered over to sins at that. 
Hence how could he measure up to such good lawT 
He could not; and so he turned to God's mercy 
through Christ. 

NOT RELEASED TO WANTON WRONGDOING 

11 Therefore, walking in union with the living 
Christ and following the active force or spirit of 
God, the Christians are not under ttie condemnation 
of the law covenant. They are not under the law cove­
nant and its Ten Commandments. Many religionists, 

11. Bow had Paul on~ bffn alive, and then died? 
12. What wu It tbat wrou1bt deatb In Paul? and why could be not 
meuure up to tbe law? 
13. Why are Chrlirtlana not under the law'a condemnation 7 ancl why 
do the:r not give tbemaeh•es over to a looee abandon to lln? 
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frightened at this stark fact, ask, How can Jehovah's 
witnesses who believe this be held back from sinning 
without the restraining commands of the Decalogue? 
Are they not tempted to give themselves over to a 
loose abandon to sin and wickedness T The apostle 
Paul answers their questions and shows that true 
Christians dare not selfishly use their liberty unto 
sin. Paul admits that the law covenant made sin 
become more apparent and it disclosed the Jews 
under it to be sinners in a special manner. But God's 
grace was broad enough to take in even those cove­
nant-breaking Jews under that special responsi­
bility, provided they believed in Christ's sacrifice. 
Notice how Paul reasons it out to make it plain to us, 
that God's grace is no occasion for anyone to freely 
yield himself over to sin. Paul writes: 

u "Moreover the law entered [by Moses], that the 
offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteous­
ness unto eternal life by Jes us Christ our Lord. 
'Vliat shall we say then! Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound T God forbid. How shall we, 
that are dead to sin, li>e any longer therein T Let not 
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts [passions] thereof. For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. ·what then T shall we 
sin, because we are not under the law, but under 
grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye 
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness T But God be thanked, 
that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed 
from the heart that fonn of doctrine which was 
delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye 
became the servants of righteousness."-Rom. 5: 20, 
21; 6: 1, 2, 12, 14-18. 

15 Being free from the yoke of the lav.· covenant 
and being made free in Christ, his followers are act­
ing under the "law of liberty" and are man if es ting in 
a positive way their love of Jehovah with all their 
mind, heart, soul and strength. This they manifest 
by following the course of righteousness and render­
ing to him the service that he requires of them as His 
witnesses. That the "law of liberty" does not mean 
license for unrighteousness, Paul shows, saying: 

11 "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whoso­
ever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 
which worketh by love. For, brethren, ye have been 

14. (a) Why did God's grace abound? (bl Should Christiana •In beeauM 
they are not under the law but under grace? and why? 
15. Bow are they acting under the "law of liberty"? 
16. (a) What la the liberty to which Christiana are called' and how 
must It be uaed? (b) Wh .. t work• bar one from tbe kingdom? and 
against which fruit! la there no law? 

called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 
For all the law is fulfil1ed in one word, even in this: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. ... Walk 
in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh .... if ye be led of the spirit, ye are not under 
the law. Now the works of the flesh [the law of :MosE's 
was against such works] are manifest, which are 
these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious­
ness, idolatry, ... envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: . . . they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the 
fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there i~ no law." (Gal. 5: 4, 6, 13-23) 
There are no Ten Commandments against producing 
such fruitage of God's spirit. His spirit in his conse­
crated people is powerful enough to produce this 
legal fruitage of righteousness without the Ten Com­
mandments.-Rom. 13: 8-10. 

11 Faithful Christians still studv the law covenant, 
because the features of the law· "are a sha<low of 
things to come" and these coming things pertain to 
Christ and his ministry and kingdom. They recognize 
the law as ''having a shadow of good things to come .. 
and see Christ Jesus as ''being come an high prie;;t 
of good things to come". (Col. 2: 17; Heb. 10: 1; 
9: 11) The types and shadows of the law are an 
important part of God's Word and must be stu<lie<l 
by Christians as correctly outlining in advance the 
purposes of God respecting his Christ. The entire 
book of Hebrews is inspired proof of this fact. For 
this reason non-ftag-saluters have properly quote<l 
the Second Commandment as a supporting proof of 
their position.-Luke 24: 27, 44-48. 

19 The faithful justified Christians will be united 
with Christ Jesus in the new heavens which will 
govern the coming new 'vorld of righteousness. They 
have been under no Ten Commandments, but under 
the new covenant and the power of Jehovah's spirit 
and grace. Likewise their earthly companions now, 
the people of good-will, are not under the Ten Com­
mandments; and yet these are abandoning this 
world and are seeking God's righteousness and meek­
ness, if it may be that they will be hid in the dav 
of Jehovah's anger. (Zeph. 2: 3) Hence we may h~ 
sure that what God has accomplished in the case of 
these justified Christians and his "other sheep" of 
good-will now as regards reclaiming them for right­
eousness, without the Ten Commandments, be will 
also without them accomplish for all obedient men in 
the new world, by His grace through Christ the 
"Wonderful Counselor". 

17. Why will faithful Christians 1tudy tbe old law conoant ftod quote 
the Second Commandment? 
18. What do God'• accompllahmenta regardlntr the Justified Chrtatlana 
and their good-wlll companlona aaaure us regarding men In the oc"· world• 



EVENTS OF GLADNESS AT CLEVELAND AND PITTSBURGH 

N 0 PEOPLE enjoy more the assembling of them­
selves together for mutual edification and united 
action to God's glory than do Jehovah's witnesses. 

The strenuousness of the times and the difficulties of get­
ting together do not count with them. The strengthening 
and the joy derived from meeting together for the advanc­
ing of the interests of the kingdom of God count with 
them as worthy of any effort and expense. So with inex­
pressible gladness thousands availed themselves of the 
assembly at Cleveland, Ohio, on the closing days of Sep­
tember, 1945. 

The annual business meeting of the Watch Tower Bible 
& Tract Society, a Pennsylvania corporation, at Pitts­
burgh, Pa., was due on Monday, October 1. This made it 
convenient for a preliminary local assembly to be held in 
a near-by city, to be served by the president of the Society, 
N. H. Knorr. Cleveland could offer the facilities for such 
an assembly, and was accordingly chosen. Meant for just 
a state convention, due to travel restrictions, the invitations 
to it by special letter were confined to the Ohio companies 
of Jehovah's witnesses. These were sent out ten days in 
advance, announcmg a two-day assembly, September 29 
and 30, and advising of the personal attendance of Brother 
Knorr and also the subject of his public address, "Be Glad, 
Ye Nations," at the great Cleveland Public Auditorium. 
Also special letters, ghring like information, were delivered 
by direct visit by Cleveland company publishers upon all 
persons of good-will listed in their files. 

Such news, however, was too good to be held within 
Ohio's boundaries, and effusive individuals spilled over the 
big news to their relatfres and friends in other states and 
provinces. Not surprising, then, that when the Cleveland 
assembly took up, there were eager, excited, overjoyed 
brethren present from most or all the states of the Union, 
and also the provinces of Canada. 

Ten units of Jehovah's witnesses operate directly in 
Cleveland and its adjacent suburbs, and, of course, they 
have their problems. The day prior to the Assembly, Fri­
day, September 28, a special afternoon meeting was ar­
ranged particularly for the servants of these company units 
and the local pioneers. However, the pouring in of the 
brethren on Friday at the Assembly Committee quarters 
was such that the meeting was thrown open to all caring 
to attend. This was held at the Kingdom Hall of Unit No. 1, 
and many of the 428 present were obliged to stand. Be­
ginning at 3 p.m., this was first addressed briefly by T. J. 
Sullivan, a director of the Society and from the Brooklyn 
headquarters sen·ice department. Then the president, 
Brother Knorr, conducted a question-and-answer meeting 
pertaining to the organization and methods for carrying 
on the publication of God's kingdom afield. This kept up 
till 4: 50 p.m., and proved to be very profitable and en­
lightening to all. 

The night session, also meant originally for only the 
Cleveland company units, was transferred to the Music 
Hall, in the same building of the Cleveland Public Audi­
torium, on Lakeside avenue and E. Sixth street. Here the 
attendance leaped to six times as high, namely, to 2,500. 
Brother Sullivan first delivered a half-hour speech on "Our 
Kingdom Service'', after which Brother Knorr spoke on 

''Remembering the New World's Creator'', dealing par­
ticularly with the texts Ecclesiastes 11: 9, 10 and 12: 1-14. 
All enjoyed it immensely, not only the many youthful per­
sons present, but also the older folks, many of whom had 
grown old in Jehovah's service. As The Watchtower expects 
to publish this in its November 15 issue, we are glad to 
refer our readers thereto. 

CLEVELAND ASSEMBLY 

"It wouldn't be Cleveland if it didn't rain," someone on 
the streets was heard to say. But Saturday's rain did not 
dampen the ardor of Jehovah's assembled hosts for field 
service. September 29 the street magazine-work, the dis­
tribution of the public-meeting leaflets, the house-to-house 
witnessing and back-eall activities moved ahead. because 
the limited time of the Assembly must be redeemed, rain 
or shine. In these Christian activities the members of the 
remnant of Christ's anointed body-members worked in 
unity, "shoulder to shoulder," with the many times more 
of the Lord's "other sheep'', the modern-day Jonadabs. 

For the meetings of the Assembly proper, according to 
printed program, the great gathering now moved into the 
vast Public AuditoriUII\, which seats 10,500. The usual facil­
ities of an assembly of Jehovah's witnesses were installed at 
the Auditorium, including a cafeteria in the basement. Here 
wholesome luncheons were served free to the conventioners. 
Voluntary contributions to the expense of the cafeteria 
were dropped in a number of receptacles therefor. 

At 2: 30 p.m. chairman N. Drysdale called for the song 
"Eternal God, Celestial King", and a well-trained orchestra 
(which grew to 36 instrumentalists) struck up the tune, 
and the formal Assembly was on! A prayer for divine 
blessing, and then a series of four related talks followed, 
all stressing the gladsome fact that Jehovah God reigns 
anew toward our earth since A.D. 1914. The titles and the 
speakers were, "The New Song," by Assembly servant 
C. Hessler; "The Singers," by Cleveland company servant 
E. Hooper; "Jehovah Hath Become King," by J. Pierce, 
a traveling servant to the brethren; and "The Visible Theo­
cratic Organization", by Grant Suiter, one of the Society's 
directors. Attendance at these speeches was 5,880. 

Building up on the foregoing afternoon speeches, the 
night's program mounted to an unforgetable event. After 
fifteen minutes of song and announcements, the speeches 
resumed at 7: 30 p.m., "The Gift of His Son" being first 
presented, by Brother Sullivan. "His Unspeakable Gift" 
was next presented by another director of the Society, 
F. W. Franz, and dealt with the method and manner with 
which the early Christian church, through its governing 
body, handled contributions for the poor and needy Jewish 
Christians at Jerusalem about the year 55 (A.D.). The 
speech culminated with explaining what is Jehovah God's 
unspeakable gift mentioned at 2 Corinthians 9: 15. 

Climaxing the entire day came the final speech, "Jeho­
vah's witnesses in the Crucible," by Brother Knorr. An 
audience of 6,789 felt their hearts burn within them as they 
listened to this speech giving undeniable historical proof 
from the records of particularly 1933-1945 as to who are 
in actuality "Jehovah's witnesses". It was past 10 p.m. 
when Brother Knorr completed this world survey of proof. 

SH 
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In nice sequence he then disclosed the Society's early pub­
lishing of a new 48-page booklet, Organization Instructions 
for the Kingdom Publisher, adaptable for world-wide use 
in postwar times. His announcement of plans for a much­
needed visit to the British Isles and continental Europe 
during the last quarter of this year evoked another round 
of applause. And when he advised that the Society would 
try to get material aid to the needy brethren of central 
Europe and that, in due time, the Society would tell them 
how they could all contribute their share of help, the 
brotherly love in the hearts of the delighted thousands 
warmed them up to yet more vigorous handclapping. The 
entire assembly, by a viva voce vote of "Aye!" charged 
Brother Knorr with the pleasant burden of bearing their 
love to all the European .brethren he meets abroad. Never 
were brethren more stirred, and they fervently joined their 
hearts with Brother Knorr in his closing prayer. 

All through the night more brethren continued to arrive 
in Cleveland, even if to enjoy only the final day of the 
Assembly, Sunday, September 30; and their zeal to assem­
ble themselves with those of like precious faith was well 
repaid. The first event of the day was the baptismal talk, 
at 8 : 30 a.m. The Kingdom Hall, on Lexington avenue, 
was jammed for this occasion. Preliminary to being im­
mersed in the city's pool at St. Clair Recreation Center, 
98 affirmatively answered the questions, 36 men and 62 
women. For the day's fiE:ld activities all the other brethren 
applied to the Kingdom Halls in the respective sections of 
the city where they resided and sallied forth from there 
to the work. Of the 769 pioneers at the Assembly, 252 were 
special publishers, and all these helped in producing the 
fine service result that was later reported to the Assembly 
covering the two days of united activity. 

At 2: 15 p.m. speeches at the Public Auditorium took up 
again. From the attendance it was evident that the Audi­
torium would be packed out for the public address at 4 p.m. 
The contingent of three of the Society's directors, Suiter, 
Sullivan and Franz, served up a wholesome series of talks 
on ''Living Under Grace, and Not the Law", "Were Parts 
of the Law Perpetual?" and "Righteous World Without 
the Ten Commandments''. Before this series was over the 
Auditorium was indeed packed out. In mighty tones the 
Assembly sang "Take Sides with Jehovah", and at 4 p.m. 
the chairman introduced the public speaker, Brother Knorr. 
The speech that followed, "Be Glad, Ye Nations," held 
that vast audience of 13,500, and their applauses empha­
sized that they were rejoicing either as or urith Jehovah's 
people ; they well understood the glorious reasons for bemg 
irrepressibly glad. A free gift of the booklet "The Kingdom 
of God ls Nigh" was offered at the close to the 4,000 or so 
strangers of good-will in attendance. This public address 
brought the Cleveland Assembly to its finis. 

SOCIETY'S MEETING AT PITTSBURGH 

From Cleveland to Pittsburgh, Pa., is just several hours 
by train or auto. There, next day, Monday, October 1, 186 
gathered at the offices of the Watch Tower Society in the 
Wabash Building, at 10 a.m. This was in harmony with the 
revised charter of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society 
as amended in business meeting last year, on October 2, 
1944. Notice thereof was sent by letter to the 438 members 

of the Society. Of this membership, 332 profess to be of 
Jehovah's anointed remnant of Christ's body-members, and 
106 claim to be Jonadabs, or persons of good-will. There are 
19 colored members. All together, 27 nations are represent­
ed besides the 48 states and District of Columbia of the 
United States of America. All members are active servants 
of God's kingdom, 83 being of the Society's institutions in 
America, and 142 being associated with American com­
panies of Jehovah's witnesses, 102 being pioneers, 70 full. 
time company servants, 3 servants to the brethren, 3 book­
depot servants, and 35 representing the foreign branches 
of the Society. Either by proxy or by personal presence, 
427 members attended and voted. 

After the acting secretary had distributed the voting 
blanks, Brother Knorr presided over the meeting. The main 
order of business was the electing of the seven members 
of the Society's board of directors. Before proceeding to 
this, Brother Knorr read a letter to the gathering. Because 
of its importance, at this transition time when the members 
of God's anointed remnant of heavenly Kingdom heirs are 
gradually passing off the earthly stage and the multitude 
of His "other sheep" is increasing in numbers with hopes 
of eten1al life on earth, we publish this letter. It is self­
e:xplanatory. 

LETTER OF GENERAL INTEREST 

To the Membership of the 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Dear fellow Servants : 

Brooklyn, New York, 
September 24, 1945. 

On January 13, 1942, being a member of the board of directors 
of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, I was elected Vlce­
president of that Society to fill the office made vacant by the 
election of Brother Knorr aa president. Ever smce that date I 
have, with diligence and the Lord's help, stnven to perform the 
duties of that office, as well as discharge other privileges and re­
sponsibilities of service bestowed upon me by the Lord. 

At the time the board of directors selected me as V1ce-prcsident 
they knew that I did not consider myself to be one of the remnant 
of the body of Christ, but that I hoped to be of the "great multi­
tude" class, expecting to get life on earth mstead of heavenly 
glory. At that t:une the members of the board did not consider one 
not of the "remnant" to be disqualified to hold a pos1t10n as an 
officer of the Society. However, since that tune, we have been 
greatly enlightened on the status of the Jonadab class m the 
organization by revelations of the Lord's Word in The Watch­
tower articles about the "stranger's nght". Also in that Journal 
we have learned more about the spiritual "governing body" and 
the proper position of the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society 
m relation to such "governing body". These vttal matters have 
become plainer to all of Jehovah's mtnesses m recent years. 

It is clearly to be seen, as a result of this plamer understand­
ing, that each member of the board of di.rectors of the Society, 
which the Lord is using to direct His work in the earth, should 
be an integral part of the spintual governing body of Christ, as 
long as there are those of the "remnant" legally adm1ss1ble to 
the directorate who possess the necessary qua.hfica.tions to manage 
the affairs of the Society. Accordingly, since there has been a 
clearer appreciation of the proper qualifications of officers and 
di.rectors of the Society, my bemg not of the rtmMnt class and 
at the same tune being a member of the board, as well as an offi­
cer of the Society, has presented and now presents an occa.s10n 
for deliberation and action in harmony mth the Lord's will. 

More than a year ago when Brother Knorr and I were work:mg 
together on the proposed amendments to the charter this mattt!r 
was discussed by us. We considered then whether the quallflca-
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tions of directors and officers should be presented to the share­
holder voters m the form of a resolution to amend the charter 
fiung the qualification of directors and officers. At that time we 
did not deem 1t to be a matter that should be handled through 
amendment of the charter, because of reasons too numerous that 
time would fail me here to discuss them. At that time it was con­
sidered advisable by us to refer the matter to the board of direc­
tors at a suitable time so that the board could fix the qualifica­
tion of directors and officers, limiting them to those of the "rem­
nant" class, in harmony with the Lord's will. 

Considering that the matter should be clarified and settled by 
the board of directors before the first annual meeting under the 
ne'v amendments to the charter this matter was submitted to the 
members of the board of directors recently. After prayerful 
consideration and due deliberation the members of the board. !D­
eluding me, decided that it was the Lord's will that all officers, 
as well as directors, of the Society should be of the "remnant" 
class as long as there are such available and qualified. The de­
termination was unanimous. 

Inasmuch as there are members of the board of directors who 
are qualified to be vice-president, and since there are members of 
the Society each of whom is competent to become a member of 
the board of directors accord1Dg to the Lord's will, I do not be­
lieve that it would be m harmony with the judgment of the Lord 
that 1 should continue tu act as v1ce-pres1dent of the Society and 
as a member of the board of directors. Although my name as a 
candidate for re-election as a director has been printed on the 
ballots mailed to the members of the S001ety I do not choose to 
be nominated for re-election at the annual meeting of the mem­
bers I am hereby withdrawmg my name as a candidate for elec­
tion as a director It is suggested that some competent person of 
the "remnant" class be nom1Dated and elected t-0 fill my place on 
the board of directors. Since my term of office as vice-president 
expires w1th my retirement as a member of the board by election 
of another person, it is not necessary for me to resign as viee­
}>i"esident in order for that office to be filled by some competent 
per~on from among the members of the board. A new vice­
president will have to be elected by the duectors after the annual 
meeting of the members. My membership in the Society with you 
shall cont1Due unaffected. 

My action in declining to serve further as a member of the 
board of directors and as vice-president of the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society, a Pennsyh-ama corporation, is not an 
evasion of responsibilities. Rather it is an effort to comply with 
what appears to be the Lord's will, acceptable to me, and to 
which I delight to conform.-Rom. 12: 2; Ps. 40: 8. 

The brethren everywhere, includ1Dg all members of the Society 
votmg at the election, will no doubt be pleased to join with me 
and the other members of the board of directors on this issue. In 
doing so we shall comply mth the counsel of the apostle Paul, 
to wit, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there 
be no d!Vls10ns among you; but that ye be perfectly joined to­
gether m the same mind and ID the same judgment."-! Cor. 1: 10. 

There is no question that in the days of the nation of Israel 
J ebovah did not permit those of the "stranger" class to do the 
work that belonged e:xclus1"1"ely to the Levttes. There IS no reason 
why it should be different ID this day of Jehovah. 

Moreover, the action taken should not be considered u any 
indication of disunity. There is no d1Sun1ty between those of the 
"ano1Dted" class and those of the "stranger" class at the head­
quarters of the Lord's organization on earth. Indeed we rejoice 
that our hands are joined together m the service of Jehovah and 
that our hearts and minds are knitted together as one, even u 

were. those of Jehu and Jonadab as they rode together in the 
chariot to battle.-2 Ki. 10: 15, 16. 

I rejoice to stand with you as a fellow warrior for Jehovah, 
marching under the undefeated Commander to the people, de­
termined that, by the spirit of Jehovah, we shall never break 
our serried ranks. In doing this we shall .have a small part m the 
vindication of Jehovah's name, and see the enemy go down ID 

the dust of defeat. 
Your brother, 

{Signed) HAYDEN C. CoVINGTON. 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

Accordingly Brother Covington's name was withdrawn 
from the nominations, although he still continues as one 
of the 438 members of the Society and also as the Society's 
legal attorney. Brother Knorr then read the Resolution 
referred to in Brother Covington's letter and which sets 
out the findings of the erstwhile board of directors. There­
after nominations for directors proceeded, and Lyman A. 
Swingle, of the Society's headquarters in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
was nominated 88 instead of Brother Covington. A unani­
mous vote was cast for all seven nominees, namely, N. H. 
Knorr, W. E. Van Amburgh and L.A. Swingle to serve as 
directors for a term of three years; H. H. Riemer and F. W. 
Franz, for two years; and T. J. Sullivan and Grunt Suiter, 
for one year. 

For the next forty-five minutes Brother Knorr then de­
livered a service speech, the material of which will be in­
corporated in the 1946 Yearbook as the introduction of the 
Society's annual service report. Brother C. E. Stewart, Sr., 
of Pittsburgh, then moved that all those present at this 
annual business meeting send their love and greetings to 
their brethren in Europe by Brother Knorr; which motion 
was readily seconded and unanimously voted. Brother 
Knorr closed the meeting with prayer. It was a glad occa­
sion, and numerous were the comments on how smoothly 
and expeditiously the proceedings had moved under the 
Theocratically revised regulations of the Society's charter. 

Only four of the seven directors of the Society were in 
attendance at the Pittsburgh annual meeting. Hence the 
election of the Society's officers by the board of directors, 
as required by the amended charter, was deferred till all 
could be notified and assembled together in regular meeting. 
This was done on Friday, October 5, 1945, the board me<!t­
ing being called by Brother Knorr at the Brooklyn head­
quarters for 8 a.m. All seven met together in the president's 
private office. After prayer for Jehovah's guidance and 
blessing, the following were nominated and then elected by 
unanimous vote: N. H. Knorr, as president; F. W. Franz, 
88 vice-president; W. E. Van Amburgh, as secretary­
treasurer, he having continued -in unbroken succession in 
this office of the Society since March 24, 1903; and Grant 
Suiter and H. H. Riemer, 88 assistants secretary-treasurer. 
There being no further business, the results of the meeting 
were commended to the Lord with prayer. 

(Continued from pag1 322) 

upon m the December 15, 1945, issue of The Watchtower, but the 
1946 Calendar of the Society will feature it before your eyes all 
the new year round. The picture in color accompanying the text 
helps you to visualize just how UU. year's text is being app~d 
and realized throughout all the nations naw. The Calendar pad also 

reminds you of each of the sU: special Testimony Penods of 1946, 
besides the special service themes for all the intervening months. 
.A. single copy is 25c; but 11.ve copies, when mailed to one address, 
are $1. Companies and groups should take advantage of this and 
combine individual orders for one common shipment. 


