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"And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and 
great shall be the peace of thy children." • luwzli 54:IJ. 

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginrung of his 
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things, 
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power 
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah ; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man 
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully 
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason 
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the 
right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and 
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jesus 
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature 
and above every creature's name and clothed him with all power 
and authority; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the world; that the anomted and faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare hU 
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear 
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of 
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to 
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can 
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, 
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the 
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establish­
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry 
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" with a righteous race. 

"JEHOVAH REIGN'S" TESTll\ION'Y PERIOD 
If you will read, on their appearance, the maw articles in our 

issues of October 1 and 15, you will appreciate how appropriately 
the Testunony Penod durmg October is designated "Jehovah 
Reigns". Those who value properly the unique privilege of now 
making announcement of Jehovah's reign will gladly serve as His 
sub3ects m the publicity work dunng the equable month of 
October. A larger offer of literature will mark this penod of 
world-wide testunony, namely, two bound books and two booklets, 
the latest in every possible case, on a contnbution of 50c. Instead 
of decreaswg placements, we believe, your report at the month's 
close will show an even larger disposal of literature and a more 
widespread witness accomplished. Of course, many of our readers, 
wanting to take a hand in this October Testunony Period, will 
appreciate instructions and companionship . .All such should feel 
free to write us for information and for references to the most 
con'l"enient group of field publishers. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 
Week of November 4: "The 'New Song'," 

11 1-22 inclusive, The Watchtower October I, 1945. 

Week of No'l"ember 11: "The 'New Song','' 
11 23-44 inclusive, Tlie W alchtower October 1, 1945. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to lmow Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, partks, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved 
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

Yu.LY su1111cllJPTJ011 Pa1c1: 
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Tranelatlona of this Journal appear In aeveral languare,1. 

Notice to 811b1crlber1: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal aul>­
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"THEOCRATIC AID TO KL .... GDOM PUBLISHERS" 
The proper purpose of gawmg any lmowledge at all of tbe 

truths about God'.s kingdom should be to pass the benefit that we 
ourselves gaw therefrom along to others. Hence all Watchtower 
readers deserve notice of thlS new 384-page book, Theocratic Asd 
to Kingdom Publishers. Whether for private study and mstrucllon, 
or for study m classes at Kingdom Halls, or for use as a rendy­
reference handbook to be earned mth us as a compan10n when Ire 
engage m proclaimmg the Kingdom message afield, all lV at ch tower 
readers will find good use for a copy of Theocratic Aid to King­
dom Publishers. Besides two mtroductory chapters calling attention 
to the reason for the book and outlwmg its efficient usage m class­
room study, this ..tid sets out 90 lessons, accompanied by Review 
questions. These instruct us on how to get information direct from 
the Bible and from Bible helps, how to formulate such gathered 
information for presentmg it to audiences of one or more, under 
varied conditions o.nd circumstances, how to meet and overcome 
the arguments of opposers, how to avoid the confusion of reli­
gions; in abort, how to be a confident, well-equipped and effective 
publiaber of God's kingdom. It 19 a real Bid to thlS end, and, bemg 
Theocratic, is non-religious. The book is bound in brown cloth, 
with gold-stamped title 1111d cover-embossing, and is indexed. The 
edition and its circulation being limited, it is supplied on a con­
tribution of 50c a copy, mailed to you postpaid. Servants of com­
panies or of groups should combine orders to allow for shipment 
to one address. 
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THE "NEW SONG" 
"Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song: sing unto Jehovah, all the earth."-Ps. 96: 1, Ant. Sta11. Ver. 

JEHOVAH deserves a new song! This is His day, joy, freedom from all bondage, and the fullest 
the day so often mentioned in Sacred Writ as "the desires of the righteous human heart, and will wipe 
day of the Lord" or "the day of Jehovah". The away the tears from every human eye. 

world facts since A.D. 1914 prove that His day is •Hence that which provides the theme for the new 
here. What he has already done on this day is worthy song is the inauguration of the benevolent rule of the 
of being sung in joyful tunes, for his deeds are a Almighty God Jehovah toward our earth and its 
reason for heartfelt singing. His deeds are some- inhabitants. It is the establishment of the everlast­
thing distinctively new in the chronicles of human- ing kingdom of Jehovah God toward our earth that 
kind. Therefore they supply a new theme for song. calls for the singing of the new song. It is therefore 
Unless this "new song" were sung far and wide over since A.D. 1914 that the new song can be sung and 
the earth, men would not know what magnificent must be sung, for it was in that epochal year J eho­
things the great Jehovah God has done. Men would vah's kingdom by his beloved Son was established. 
not know that these things are but the prelude to 5 Fittingly, then, the Ninety-sixth Psalm comes 
things of the greatest importance to both God and under our study, the first verse of which reads: "Oh 
man. sing unto Jehovah a new song: sing unto Jehovah, 

2 The "new song" is being sung. It is no cheap, all the earth." (Am. Stan. Ver.) Something stirring, 
man-made song, nor is it heard in the popular reli- something great and unusual, must have taken place 
gious circles of the world, for it is not religious. The in order for a call to a song, a new song, to be due. 
song is being sung at Jehovah's own command. He Such a thing did take place. The very reasons which 
supplies the truths and the facts which go to make up made the psalmist back there in his day call for a 
the inspiring theme that is now delighting the hearts new song show us the corresponding reasons which 
of more and more "men of good-will". Happy are should make us sing the grander "new song" today 
those persons who do not let religious prejudice close throughout the length and the breadth of the earth. 
their ears to the song, but who listen and then catch Hence the Ninety-sixth Psalm, in both its words and 
up the song and join in the swelling chorus out of its background, is but a prophecy which finds its ful­
good-will toward Jehovah God and his glorious king- fillment in this marvelous day. Although without a 
<lorn. regular title, this psalm is, in the Hebrew, almost a 

' To selfish men the winning of the global war and word-for-word repeating of the words of King David 
the setting up of a global organization for interna- recorded at 1 Chronicles 16: 23-33. So, without any 
tional co-operation may seem marvelous and of out- guessing, we look back to the occasion of David's 
standing importance. But the fact that the Creator words, and there we find the typical background 
of the universe has taken his sovereign power and against which to examine the fulfillment of the 
now reigns with respect to our earth is of far- Ninety-sixth Psalm since A.D. 1914. 
surpassing importance. He has established his Theo-
cratic Government, his Kingdom, and the earth has TYPICAL BACKGROUND 

come under it. This fact is of greater interest than a •King David had the best of reasons to sing a new 
new experiment by men in the art of international song unto his God, Jehovah. The time was about the 
collaboration for self-preservation. God-rule is more sixth year of David's having placed his throne in the 
important than man-rule. Man-rule has occasioned, city of Jerusalem as king over all the twelve tribes 
and will yet occasion, only sorrow, disappointment of Israel. The tabernacle which the prophet :Moses 
and oppression to humankind. God-rule will bring _ha_d_built for the worship of Jehovah was not at 

1. Wb.y does Jeho»ah de3erve a "new song"? and why 11 It new? 
2. Why 1• the song sung? and who are the ones made happy? 
3, What 11 more Important today than man's attempts at self-rule. 
and why? 

291 

'· Since when muat the new llODI be sung, and why? 
6. Wby, then. doeii Paalm :Slnety-al:i: come under our study? and bow do 
we ftnd the background for tbla psalm! 
6, 7. What wu the ark of the covenant? and how waa It that tbe ark 
wu not In ltl tabernacle prior to David'• writing the new psalm' 
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Jerusalem, but at a high place called "Gibeon". 
( 1 Chron. 16: 39 ; 2 Chron. 1: 3) The most sacred 
part of the worship of Jehovah was the golden ark of 
the covenant, but just then it was not in the Most 
Holy or innermost compartment of the tabernacle. It 
was in the home of a Levite named Obed-edom, a 
short distance outside Jerusalem. For three months 
it was left within the house of Obed-edom, and pre­
vious thereto it had been for a time at the home of 
another Levite, Abinadab. ( 1 Chron. 13: 6-14; 2 Sam. 
6: 1-11; 1 Sam. 6: 21; 7: 1, 2) For more than seventy 
years it had been a blessing in the home of Abinadab. 
It had found lodgment in his home after the wicked 
<lemon-worshiping Philistines captured the ark from 
the Israelites in battle, but found it to be a plague 
in their midst and sent it back to the Israelites. 

1 All the while that the sacred ark of the covenant 
was sojourning in the homes of the two Levites, 
Abinadab and Obed-edom, the ark \Vas, of course, 
covered over from the common gaze of the people. 
Seventy of the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh had been 
smitten with death because of profanely looking at 
the ark when the Philistines sent it hack uncovered. 
(1 Sam. 6: 19, Am. Trans.) Why was thisT Because 
the ark was a symbol of the throne of Jehovah God, 
and hence a symbol of the presence of Jehovah as 
King and Universal Sovereign. The ark was sur­
mounted by a golden lid. On the lid were carved out 
of one piece two golden cherubim with outspread 
wings overshadowing the lid or mercy-seat. Jehovah 
was said to dwell between these cherubim, because 
there between them he was accustomed to man if est 
his presence; as it is written: "Thou that dwellest 
between the cherubims, shine forth."-Ps. 80: 1. 

•Jehovah's servant, David, was not like the kings 
and rulers of "Christendom". These are interested 
only in themselves having the place and power of 
ruling. The kingdom and rulership of the Universal 
Sovereign, Jehovah God, does not interest them. 
David, of course, sat upon the throne of the kingdom 
of Israel, at the capital city, the city of Zion, the 
citadel of Jerusalem. But David knew that he was 
not the real ruler and king of Israel, and that he was 
not the real lawgiver for the nation. David realized 
that Jehovah, the God whom he worshiped, was the 
true and actual Ruler and King; and that the king­
dom of Israel's twelve tribes was therefore a Theo­
cratic government. We now know that it was a typi­
cal Theocracy, that is, a government under the direct 
supervision and administration of God, a govern­
ment in which God was represented by his anointed 
king on :Mount Zion, in this case King David. David 
was therefore said to sit upon the throne of Jehovah; 
and hence David's son and successor, Solomon, was 

8. Aa to rulerablp, wb:v waa David different from "Christendom's" ldnp 
and rulers~ and what facta made bl• rule a typical Tbeocrac7? 

declared to sit "on the throne of Jehovah as king 
instead of David his father". (1 Chron. 29: 23, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) Knowing these facts respecting the king­
dom, David said to God: ''Thine, 0 Jehovah, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the lcing­
dom, 0 Jehovah, and thou art exalted as head over 
all."-1 Chron. 29: 11, Am. Stan. Ver. 

• Being an unswerving worshiper of Jehovah God, 
and also recognizing the universal sovereignty of 
Him, David was not satisfied for the ark of Jehovah's 
covenant to be shoved into a corner. David did not 
think it right that he should enjoy all the glory alone 
upon Mount Zion. The ark was the place at which 
questions should be asked. Consultation should be 
had there with the Lord God, concerning the impor­
tant matters of the kingdom of Israel, out of respect 
for His sovereignty over Israel. Therefore Dand 
felt that Mount Zion, where he himself reigned on 
the throne of Jehovah, should be the place to have the 
ark of Jehovah with its cherubim stationed in a roYal 
tent. So David said to the Israelites his subjec.ts: 
"Let us bring again the ark of our God to us : for we 
enquired not at it in the days of Saul." (1 Chron. 
13: 3) The due time came; and in harmony with the 
laws of God's covenant with Israel, and in full keep­
ing with the beauty, glory, majesty and strength 
represented by the ark of the covenant, it was carried 
in a triumphal procession up into the city of David, 
which is Zion. It was "set in the midst of the tent that 
David had pitched for it" near to his palace. 

10 With this elevating of the holy ark upon the 
royal hill and inside the capital city where Jehovah's 
anointed king reigned, the reign of Jehovah God was 
declared to be begun, in a typical sense, of course. 
For this reason David composed a new psalm, from 
which the Ninety-sixth Psalm is taken. This psalm 
of David rea0hed its apex of joy in saying: ''Let the 
heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: an<l let 
men say among the nations, The LoRo reigneth." 
(1 Chron. 16: 1-31) Unquestionably, therefore, this 
occasion was directed of the Almighty God to pre­
figure the establishment of Jehovah's Theocratic 
Government, the kingdom of God. \Vhy soT Because 
there, in a type, Jehovah God was reigning on ~1ount 
Zion, with his anointed king beside him ruling in the 
name and the fear of Jehovah. The typical picture 
was complete in its details. That was why the reign 
of Jehovah was joyfully proclaimed. In Psalm 
Ninety-six those facts were said to call for the sing­
ing of a new song unto Jehovah on the part of all 
the earth. Let us now consider this psalm. 

9 WbJ waa DaYld not B&tl1fted with the location or the ark? and where 
did be have 11 brought? 
10. With tbla loCll tlnir or the artr: on Zion. what wu dedared berun? 
and wb7? 
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PSAL'.\I NJSETY ·SIX 
11 "Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song: sing unto 

Jehovah, all the earth. Sing unto Jehovah, bless his 
name; show forth his salvation from day to day." 
(Ps. 96: 1, 2, Am. Stan. Ver.) Sing! Sing! Sing! cries 
the psalmist, making the command most emphatic by 
this threefold expression. Jehovah's anointed king, 
David, was the composer of the psalm, and there­
fore in this day the threefold command is issued by 
the great Son of David, Christ Jesus the King. The 
time that the command goes forth is the year 1914. 
Therefore the command applies at present although 
we are more than thirtv vears removed from 1914. 
Just as did David, so· ti1e King Christ Jesus on 
beginning his reign called for a song to his God 
J ehovnh, but did not call for a song to his O'Wn praise. 
It was because Jehovah is responsible for the King­
dom, he is the Universal Ruler, and he has in fact 
become King, and Christ Jesus is his beloved consort 
in the Kingdom. Christ Jesus is his Anointed One 
whom He puts on the throne on ~fount Zion, that is 
to say, on his capital organization of all the universe. 

12 The Bible does not leave us in doubt and un­
certainty as to the year when Jehovah thus asserted 
his universal sovereignty and enthroned his King on 
Zion. It was A.D. 1914, the year of the beginning of 
World War I; for in that year the "seven times" of 
the Gentiles came to an end. Those "times"', of 2,520 
years, began on typical Zion in 607 B.C., at the first 
destruction of Jerusalem, when the temple of J eru­
salem was destroyed and the golden ark of the cove­
nant disappeared, no man knows where. Since there 
is no variableness with God nor shadow of turning, 
those Gentile times must end A.D. 1914; which they 
did.-See the book "The Kingdom Is at Hand", chap­
ter 12; and "The Truth Shall Jlake You Free", 
chapter 18. 

13 You ask, Has not Jehovah God been King of the 
universe all along! Why must there be a special 
expression and assertion of his universal sovereignty 
in 191-l 1 It is for his name·s sake. It is for the vindi­
cation of his universal domination, and all this with 
special reference to our earth. Here on this earth 
men and devils ignore, belie, belittle and defy the 
universal domination of J ellO'rnh God and seek to 
run the planet for themselves. This was not the state 
of affairs when man was first created and put in the 
garden of Eden. 

u At that time the world in which man lived was a 
Theocratic world. It was a righteous world, and all 
things making up that world were in their right 
relationship to God the Supreme One. In that world 
ll.Wh;' ls the command to slng threefold? and ..-by should the singing 
be unto J eho' ah? 
12. How do we determine "hen Jebo..-ah asoerted bis sovereignty and 
entllroned his Klni; '! 
13. Why was tllere n special e..:pre11•lon ot Jehornh's so•·eretgnty In 1914 • 
H. What kind ot world \\&a It In "blcb the Orot man llt'ed? and bow 
was this fact shown? 

Jehovah alone was the God that was worshiped; and 
his will alone was done on earth as it is done in 
heaven, without question or dispute. ~Ian was 
created in the. image of God the Creator; which 
means that man was a shadow or representation of 
his heavenly Commander Jehovah God toward the 
lower animal creation. That is to say, as Jeho,ah 
God exercised the universal sovereignty toward all 
creation, including our earth, just so man was botl1 
made and commanded to "have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth". (Gen. 
1: 26, 28) The proper fear of man was placed upon 
these lower animal creatures, and they did man no 
harm.-Compare Genesis 9: 1, 2. 

15 Man served the Universal Sovereign, Jehovah. 
and had communion with Hirn. Thus man worshiped 
the Supreme Power, and to Him man was responsi­
ble. "God made man upright" (Eccl. 7: 29, Am. Stan. 
Ver.); and the perfect man and his wifely helpmeet 
walked in the fear of Jehovah God and cared for His 
earthly creation and observed His commandment not 
to eat of the "tree of the knowledge of good and eYil''. 
That made it a righteous earth, and this earth was 
the footstool of the Universal Sovereign, whose 
throne is the heavens. "Thus saith Jehovah, Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool." (Isa. 
66: 1, Am.Stan. Ver.) Jehovah was man's King and 
man worshiped him at his footstool without need of 
any sacred tabernacle or ark of the covenant. J eho­
vah was man's Law-giver and was hence the Inter­
preter of his own law to man and was the Supreme 
Judge. As long as man perfectly kept Jehovah's law 
an<l was obedient to him as his human son, the great 
Supreme Judge pronounced man right and right­
eous. This meant that man was justified with God. 
No condemnation rested upon man, and he enjoyed 
life as a son of God in perfect happiness in the 
earthly Paradise. By continuing in this righteous, 
obedient condition this human son of God would 
receive from his great Judge and Life-giver the right 
to everlasting life and would be justified to life 
eternal. 

18 Jehovah's concerns and interests are universal, 
and are not confined to just this earthly globe. At the 
creation of this earth "the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy'. 
(Job 38: 7) Jehovah God, the Universal Sovereign, 
took one of such morning stars and made both earth 
and man to be the immediate concern and charge of 
that morning star, to represent Jehovah God as 
respects the earthly creation. That morning star was 
named H eylel or Lucifer, which means "bright-
~hat way was It • rtghteoua earth then? 
16. How was a rlr;hteou1 heavens conatltuted over man? and what made 
up the original world ot rl&ht~uaneea? 
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shining one"; and he was called the "son of the 
dawn". Heylel or Lucifer was in position to lead man 
in the path of the just and to make it a path of light. 
Under the morning star Lucifer Jehovah God placed 
many of the heavenly sons of God that had watched 
earth's and man's creation with joy, and this heaven­
ly band formed an organization under Lucifer to 
co-operate with him in his oversight of human 
affairs. Being higher than man and invisible to man, 
Lucifer and his fellow sons of God were like a 
heavenly canopy over mankind. Thus this angelic 
organization made up a heavens, a righteous heavens, 
whose special charge under Jehovah God was the 
earth and man upon it. Righteous humankind con­
stituted the earth as God's visible representatives; 
and Lucifer and his angelic organization of sons of 
God constituted the heavens as God's invisible repre­
sentatives. Together, this righteous "earth" and 
righteous "heavens" constituted the original world 
of righteousness in which mankind lived. At the same 
time this righteous world was a part of Jehovah's 
universal organization, and it recognized Jehovah's 
universal sovereignty. Hence it was a Theocratic 
world, and Jehovah reigned there. 

'
1 As long as Jehovah God thus reigned, there was 

peace on earth. Paradise flourished, and an the 
things therein rejoiced. ~Ian was happy, free, and 
prosperous. All well and good for so long a time, and 
then the question of Jehovah's universal sovereignty 
was raised. Lucifer, growing heady with this grant 
of power over the world of which man was a part, 
coveted the world for his own. He purposed to steal 
it for himself and to set himself up as a totalitarian 
ruler, completely independent of God. If he captured 
this world for himself, it could be the stepping-stone 
to conquer other worlds, and he would ascend in his 
heavenly rank and be a universal ruler like Jehovah 
God. So, first, in his heart Lucifer rebelled against 
God, and next he struck at the weakest part of that 
world of righteousness, namely, at humankind, to 
turn it into rebellion against God. Lucifer's conduct 
made him Satan, which means Jehovah's opposer or 
adversary. Still trying to represent himself as an 
angel of light, Satan set himself up as a judge of 
Jehovah God. He created the impression in the mind 
of Adam's wife that God had told them a lie to keep 
them from getting their eyes opened and from 
becoming gods like Him and able to judge for them­
selves right and wrong, good and evil. By making 
out God as a liar and eating the fruit he forbade, 
they could become a moral law to themselves, to 
legislate or rule what is good and evil. Freedom, 
independence would be theirs! Ah, it would be a 
better and finer world, created by man's own hands! 

17. Bow wu the que11tion of Jehovah'• unfreraal aoverelgntT raiaed? 
and bow wu it flrat 1ugge11ted to humankind? 

11 The woman Eve yielded to the deception. Her 
husband Adam did not reprove her, but willfully 
followed her in breaking God's law. They became 
rebels and sinners against God and were as those 
who commit witchcraft. "For rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft." ( 1 Sam. 15: 23) They became wor­
shipers of the great rebel Satan the Devil, whose 
lying word they had followed instead of following 
the pure and true word of Jehovah God. With both 
the heavens and the earth in rebellion against the 
Universal Sovereign, that world became an unright­
eous, rebellious world, subject to Satan the Devil 
The Bible shows that Satan was not long in turning 
many sons of God of his organization into rebels 
against God. Thus the Lord God no longer reigned 
as regards this earth. The Theocracy passed away 
from the earth. Man and woman were cast off from 
being subjects of the Universal Sovereign and were 
turned out of Eden, the garden of life. \Vith man no 
longer in the garden to dress it and to keep it as he 
had been appointed and accustomed to do, we can 
imagine that the garden took on a mournful appear­
ance. The fields did not seem to be joyful, nor did the 
trees of the wood seem to rejoice, nor the hills to be 
glad together, for the one who was made in the image 
and likeness of God was no longer among them. 
Nature seemed sad. 

DEVELOPING THE SO:SG THE!\IE 

"Back there in Eden, on that day of judging the 
rebellious earth as well as the Satanic heavens, J eho­
vah God gave the beginning of the theme of the new 
song, to be sung by His "woman". Jehovah's 1comanf 
Yes, his holy universal organization of faithful crea­
tures. When Satan and Adam and Eve rebelled 
against Jehovah's universal sovereignty, Jehovah 
dismissed them from his universal organization. 
None of these rebels were any longer God':, children 
by his "woman", and hence were sentenced to death. 
Aiming his words at the serpent-like Satan, Jehovah 
God pronounced sentence upon that old Serpent, 
saying: "Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
... and I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman [Jehovah's 'woman'], and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel." -Gen. 3: 14, 15. 

to The producing of that victorious Seed from 
God's holy universal organization would be no 
sorrow. It would be a cause for singing, because that 
Seed of God's "woman" is his beloved only begotten 
Son, the Christ, the uncompromising enemy of that 
old Serpent, Satan the Devil, and all of his brood. 

18. How did that world become unrlgbteou1? and With wbat etfect upon 
the garden of Eden? 
19. Bow did Jebovab then give tbe beginning of the theme of tbe 
new song? 
20. Wb7 would the produotlon ot the woman'• seed be no oorrow? and 
what did Jeho,.ah'a promiae concermng it mean in ltl broad 1e11ee • 
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Jehovah's promise concerning his woman's Seed 
meant that God would destroy the old devilish 
heavens and also the earthly organization subject to 
such heavens; and that God would bring in a victori­
ous new righteous heavens and would build up a new 
righteous earthly organization. God's promise meant 
the creation of a new world by means of His Seed. 
It meant the regeneration of the world of righteous­
ness. (Matt. 19: 28) It meant that the reign of Jeho­
vah God toward this earth would be restored or 
resumed. His Theocratic government would be set 
up anew over this earth. His universal sovereignty 
would be made lrnown and enforced once again 
toward this earthly footstool and would be gladly 
recognized and complied with by all humans that 
live. The bringing of such things to actuality would 
indeed be cause for a new song whose strains should 
fill all the earth at that time. 

21 Through the millenniums of time Jehovah God 
caused further prophecies to be made concerning this 
wonderful turning point in human history, and all 
such prophecies were to serve as part of the theme of 
the joyous "new song". It is the national anthem of 
God's "holy nation", the kingdom of heaven. (1 Pet. 
2: 9) Amid jubilant song and music Jehovah's ark of 
the covenant was brought up into the tent which 
King David pitched for it near his palace on :Mount 
Zion, and this was just a pictorial drama staged by 
Jehovah's typical Theocracy to foreshadow the 
bringing in of his true Theocratic Government 
accompanied by the singing of the "new song" on 
earth. 

THE SINGERS 
22 Jehovah's threefold command to "sing", as 

recorded in Psalm Ninety-six, is directed to certain 
ones. "Sing unto Jehovah, all the earth." The ex­
pression "all the earth" does not mean the political, 
financial, religious "earth", which is the creation of 
Satan, "the god of this world." (2 Cor. 4: 4) The very 
fact that the divine c01mnand to sing is not being 
fulfilled by such earth is proof that the worldly earth 
is not the one addressed; for all the members of the 
United Nations are singing their national anthems, 
together now with a new verse about the United 
Nations Organization for peace and security. Call to 
mind that when King David, under Jehovah's leader­
ship, caused the ark to be brought up onto Mount 
Zion, he appointed the wholly consecrated Levites to 
serve as singers and musicians. The names of the 
leaders in song and instrumental music are given at 
1 Chronicles 15 : 16-24. Among the three leading 
musicians appointed was Asaph, whose name 

21. Bow were addition• made to the theme of the new song? and bow 
waa the occasion for Binging It foreshadowed? 
22. (a) What could the "earth" that i1 commanded to sing not be. 
and why? (b) ln connection with the ark'a trana!er, whom did David 
appoint to be singers and mu11ctana? 

appears so frequently in the titles of the Psalms. 
And at 1 Chronicles 16: 7 we read concerning that 
day of exalting Jehovah's ark on Mount Zion: "Then 
on that day David delivered first this psalm, to thank 
the LoRD, into the hand of Asaph and his brethren." 
(Auth. Ver.) Or: "Then on that day David for the 
first time entrusted to Asaph and his kinsmen the 
giving of thanks to the LoRn." (Amer. Trans.) After 
that statement follows the psalm of David which con· 
tains in it the words of Psalm Ninety-six. 

21 Concerning the ark in its tent on Mount Zion and 
which symbolized the throne of the reigning King 
Jehovah, it is written: "So [David] left there before 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD Asaph and his 
brethren, to minister before the ark continually, as 
every day's work required." ( 1 Chron. 16: 37) This 
Asaph is the Levite to whom David delivered the new 
psalm, to celebrate the reign of Jehovah God in his 
typical Theocracy over Israel. Without question, 
therefore, "all the earth" which is emphatically com­
manded to sing the "new song" to Jehovah as King 
since A.D. 1914 means persons upon this globe who 
are wholly devoted to Him and his Theocratic Gov­
ernment. In David's day the "earth" was the terri­
tory of the typical Theocratic government. All the 
inhabitants thereof were under the leadership of 
Asaph and the other Levite musicians in the land of 
Israel. In our day, when Jehovah God has laid 
authority upon his anointed King, Christ Jesus, "all 
the earth" means first all the antitypical Levites, the 
remnant of his footstep followers, who are in line for 
the kingdom of heaven. They are the remnant yet on 
earth of the 144,000, who are seen with Christ Jesus 
on Zion, the capital organization, and before the 
throne of the reigning King Jehovah. 

u Concerning them it is written by the apostle 
John: "I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thou­
sand, having his Father's name written in their fore­
heads. And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: 
and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their 
harps: and they sung as it were a NEW so~G before 
the throne [of the Father, Jehovah], and before the 
four beasts, and the elders : and no man could learn 
that song but the hundred and forty and four thou­
sand, which were redeemed from the earth." The new 
song also refers to the Lamb Christ Jesus: "And 
they sing a NEW SONG, saying, Worthy art thou to 
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou 
wast slain, and didst purchase unto God with thy 
blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people and 
nation, and madest them to be unto our God a king-

23. What, then, doeii the "'earth" that la to .. slni;" wean? 
24. Bow does the apoatlG John deacribe the sln11ert ot tbe new song' 
and to whom ailo doee tbe song r"Cer? 
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dom and priests ; and they reign upon the earth." 
-Rev. 14: 1-3; 5: 8-10, Am. Stan. Ver. 

25 The remnant yet on earth of the 144,000 are 
therefore conunanded to sing the "new song". The 
prophecy as to this command concerning them must 
have fulfillment. Otherwise, the very stones of the 
ground would sing out! However, other persons of 
good-will are invited to catch up the joyous song and 
to swell the new Kingdom refrain. In olden time, 
when David brought up the ark to its place on Mount 
Zion, all the other tribes of Israel besides the Levites 
joined in singing and shouting, men and women alike, 
under their musical leadership. As it is written: "So 
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark 
of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the 
trumpet." (2 Sam. 6: 15) Hence the expression "all 
the earth" would include these present-day people of 
good-will who become companions of the antitypical 
Levites, the remnant of the 144,000. And the facts of 
the day hear out that conclusion. The song which 
such good-will person:; hear from the remnant they 
are taking up. With all their vocal powers and other 
powers of expression they are joining in singing it 
forth by joyful publicity service to Jehovah God. 

26 l'"nitedly, therefore, in one harmonious chorus, 
of men and women, of boys and girls, the remnant 
and their good-will companions are fulfilling the 
diYine command to sing the "new song''. Thus "all the 
earth" which acknowledges Jehovah's Theocracy 
sings. Its inhabitants sing of how he assumed his 
great power A.D. 1914 and began to reign in ex­
pression of his unh·ersal domination. They sing of 
how Jehovah then put his eapital organization of 
Zion in operation by enthroning its heavenly King 
Christ Jesus, and extending the scepter of his power 
out of Zion and toward the earth, and so bidding him 
to reign in the midst of his enemies. (Ps. 110: 2) 
They sing of how the anointed King at once went 
into action as Jehovah's royal Consort and Execu­
tive; how he immediately began "war in heaven"; 
how he fought successfully against that old Serpent 
Satan and all his <lemon seed and cast them out of 
heaven and down to the earth, to be reserved here a 
"short time" before the head of the Serpent is 
crushed at the battle of Armageddon. They sing 
forth that God's kingdom is here, at the doors, 
according to all the visible signs in evidence on earth 
since 1914; and that such kingdom by Christ Jesus 
will come against all of Satan's abased organization 
and will wipe it from the face of the universe for 
ever, at Armageddon. ·what a new song! 

21 "Sing unto the LORD, bless his name; shew forth 
2:1. Who on earth are therefore commanded to •Ing? and how wu It 
foreshadowed that others be.Idea them would join In the 1ln&lng? 
20. How 11 "all the earth" now singing? and or what new things do 
the) •Ing? 
27. According to P111lm 96: 2, why may not Jehovah'• wltneaaes be quiet 
or silent any day 1 

his salvation from day to day." (Ps. 96: 2) Or, more 
literally translated from the Hebrew: "Sing to J eho­
vah, bless ye his name, proclaim the glad-tidings 
from day to day of his victory." (Rotherham Psalms) 
Under such command from on high, how can the 
Theocratic remnant and their good-will companions 
be silent any day? Sunday, or Saturday, or any other 
day of the week, they cannot be quiet from publish­
ing to others the glad-tidings concerning J ehoYah 's 
past victories and coming victories over the Devil's 
organization. The message about the deliverance and 
salvation of all those who take their stand for His 
kingdom is good news. It is gospel. It must be pro­
claimed daily by Jehovah's united announcers on 
earth. 

11 All those feeling the urgency of the divine com­
mand and also appreciating their privilege:; are 
doing 'vhat Jehovah's King, Christ Jesus, commands 
"all the earth" to do. Their sweet voices laden with 
the most wondrous message of all time are a delight 
for all lovers of righteousness and life to hear. They 
are not singing to the great heroes of the day, "·ho 
are being acclaimed in the newspapers and religions 
pulpits and in national and international political 
assemblies. They are singing to Jehovah, who has 
revealed his name to them. They bless his name, 
which the religionists curse. They joyfully accept the 
name which He has indicated for them in his Word, 
namely, "my witnesses," that is to say, J ehoYah's wit­
nesses. In keeping with this name upon them they 
daily strive to honor His name. They bless it by 
speaking well of his name, telling what it means, and 
keeping their integrity toward Jehovah in order to 
have a part in vindicating his holy name. They 
rejoice that he will make a name for himself by his 
victory at the battle of Armageddon. 

19 "Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvellous works among all the peoples." ( Ps. 96: 3, 
Am. Stan. Ver.) In the face of this royal command 
by the Greater David, Christ Jesus, the proclamation 
of the good news of Jehovah's glory and wondrous 
works is not to be confined to inside the visible organ­
ization of His people on earth. It must be told among 
all the nations and peoples, that these may choose 
whether to glorify and worship the only true and 
living God or to worship the popular heroes and 
celebrities of the day. 

10 Why is obedience to this command proper T The 
inspired answer is: "For the LoRD is great, and 
greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all 
gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols: but 
the LoRo made the heavens." ( Ps. 96: 4, 5) Or, to 
translate the Hebrew text more literally: "For great 

28. To whom are they singing? ant! bow are they blessing hl1 name• 
29 To "hom muat bla glory and mar•·elous l\Or~s he declared• and why• 
30. Why, according to PIBlm 90: 4, 11 obedience to thla comm11nd proper? 
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is Jehovah, and to be highly praised, fear-inspiring 
is he above all messengers divine; for all the gods of 
the peoples are nothings, but Jehovah made the 
heavens." (Roth. Pss.) This being so, how can anyone 
who claims to be a Christian either seek to draw the 
praise of men to himself or indulge in praising other 
men for their \Vorldlv achievements 1 Jehovah is the 
One to be highly pr~ised above all creatures. He is 
the Supreme One, and hence is above all the mighty 
ones (Hebrew: eloliim, angels, as at Psalm S: 5). He 
is to be feared above all such di'dne messengers. One 
of such mighty angels or messengers said, when the 
apostle John fel! at his feet to worship: "See thou 
do it not: for I am thy fellowserrnnt, ... worship 
God." (Rev. 22: S, 9) Jehovah God and his Chief 
Messenger, Christ Jes us. are the Higher Powers; 
and all men should be subject to them in fear. 
-Rom. 13: 1-5. 

ai The pope of Yatican City canonizes certain reli­
gious heroes and heroines and thus enrolls them in 
the religious calendar for worship by Roman Cath­
olics. The creature-worshipers among all the peoples 
of whatever religion erect statues and memorials to 
honor prominent personages. N eV'ertheless, J eho­
rnh's King Christ Jes us declares that all such 
mighty ones or gods of the peoples outside of the 
Theocratic organization are mere idols, nothing­
nesses. The images which they set up for worship are 
in themselves nothing more than the perishable 
materials of which thev are made, and thev turn 
aside the people's wor~hip from J el10vah God to 
Satan and to all the demons of which Satan is the 
prince. 

•
2 This is the day for the peoples and nations to 

know that Jehovah is the true and living God, be­
cause "the LoRn [Jehovah} made the heavens". He is 
the Creator, not only of man, but also of things far 
higher than man. He has framed not only the sun, 
moon, and the stars and planets which are visible to 
our sight, but since 19H he has framed "new heavens" 
by making Christ Jes us the reigning King of the New 
World of righteousness and by casting Satan the 
Devil down to the earth. The peoples and nations 
must now be informed that God's promise has begun 
fulfillment concerning which the apostle Peter 
penned these words: ''"' e, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. 3: 13) The 144,000, 
including the faithful remnant of them yet on earth, 
are to be associated in with Christ Jesus in those 
"new heavens". These "new heavens'' show forth no 
man's glory, but only Jehovah's glory; and the estab­
lishment of these new heavens of God's creation is 

31. To wbom do tbe relir;lonlsts erect !mares? and "·bat does tbe Kinr 
Cbr!at Jesus declnre their gods to be? 
32. Who. then. made 1he hea'l"ens? and whnt wondrous worka muat 
therefore lie declared among the peoples? 

one of the wondrous works of Jehovah God since 
A.D. 1914 which must be declared among all peoples. 
-Isa. 65: 17. 

ss In contrast with all the gaudy, artificial orna­
ment with which religious creature-worshipers try 
to surround their idolatrous images and memorials, 
the King Christ Jesus says concerning Jehovah God : 
"Honour and majesty are before him: strength and 
beauty are in his sanctuary." (Ps. 96: 6) In the typi­
cal nation of Israel the sanctuary or temple was built 
at God's command and according to the pattern 
which he provided for the builders. Inside, the 
sanctuary with all its furnishings was a gorgeous 
place, symbolic of greater realities in the heavens 
where Jehovah has his majestic throne. (Heb. 9: 23, 
24) Besides such material glory, a supernatural 
glory filled the l\fost Holy of the sanctuary, because 
God caused a wondrous light to dwell between the 
golden cherubim that surmounted the sacred ark of 
the covenant. To enter into the presence of that glory 
light without authorization or appointment meant 
death to the intruder. "For I will appear in the cloud 
upon the mercy seat," said Jehovah to the prophet 
:Moses. (Lev. 16: 2) The glory, the dignity, the orna­
mental beauty and the appearance of strength seen 
in the courts of earthly kings and popes are not to 
be compared with the actual honor, majesty, beauty 
and strength which adorn the heavenly courts of tlH' 
Universal Sovereign, the Almighty God. That of the 
human courts is quickly to pass away, at the battle 
of Armageddon; that of Jehovah's holy courts is 
never-fading. 

u Therefore the psalmist cries out: "Ascribe unto 
Jehovah, ye kindreds of the peoples, ascribe unto 
Jehovah glory and strength. Ascribe unto Jehovah 
the glory due unto his name: bring an offering. and 
come into his courts. Oh worship Jehovah in holy 
array: tremble before him, all the earth." ( Ps. 96: 7 .!), 
Am.Stan.Fer.) By such words the foremost is~ue, 
that of universal domination or sovereignty, is 
squarely put before us. In the oncoming postwar 
period of the nations, to whom will human creatures 
ascribe glory and praise and the power of salvation! 
Whom will they worshipT To whom will they offer 
their allegiance and submission and consecrations f 
In the highest interests of the people the inspired 
psalmist calls upon the kindreds and families of the 
peoples to give to Jehovah God the glory. Give him 
the glory due for taking hold of his universal 
sovereignty and setting up his Theocratic GoYern­
ment toward the earth, preparatory to creating an 
entirely new world of righteousness. Jehovah's wit­
nesses, that is, the remnant, and also their good-will 

33. How la Psalm 96 : 6 true, both u to typical Israel and In tile 
reality today? 
34. How dlM!9 Psalm 96 then put the foremost l111Ue squarely befo1 e us? 
and bow do Jeho'l"ab'1 wltneaoes meet lt In beautiful bollneas? 
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companions who come out from all nations, kindreds, 
people and tongues, will obey and ascribe glory to 
Jehovah and glorify his name. (Rev. 7: 9-12) Regard­
less of what ''Christendom" and all the United 
Nations do, they will bring their wholehearted offer­
ings of service to Jehovah and his kingdom. They 
will not worship any international creation of men, 
but will worship Jehovah God, identifying them­
selves as being consecrated and holy to Him. In such 
beautiful holiness they will always say: "We ought 
to obey God rather than men."-Acts 5: 29. 

35 Taking such a course, those who take their stand 
for Jehovah as God and Universal Sovereign will not 
be tormented and agonized by the woes now coming 
upon the earth. The Hebrew word which means to 
twist oneself, to writhe as in pain, to be in birth­
pangs, is the word the psalmist uses in addressing 
the "earth" at Psalm 96: 9. For this reason he 
appears to be directing his speech to the visible, 
earthly part of Satan's organization. He foretells 
their inescapable experience at the time that J eho­
vah puts his Theocratic Government in operation 
toward men on earth. ·'Be in birth-throes at his pres­
ence, all the earth," is the way Rotherham's Psalms 
renders Psalm 96: 9. Due to the world war of 1914 
and the recent global war. and due to the accom­
panying famines, earthquakes, pestilences, and dis­
tress of nations, the "earth" of Satan's organization 
has writhed in pain. Jesus foretold more sorrows 
for this "earth" and its nations and kingdoms, say­
ing: "But all these things are a beginning of birth­
pangs." (~Iatt. 24: 8, Rotlz.) At Armageddon, how­
ever, when the leaders of this "earth" are saying, 
"Peace and security!" will come the climax of death­
dealing pain: "then suddenly upon them cometh 
destruction, just as the birth-throe unto her that 
is with child, and in no\vise shall they escape.'' 
-1 Thess. 5: 3, Roth. 

REIGNTSG FOR THE NEW WORLD 
38 \V11ereas sorrow, like sudden piercing birth­

pangs, makes this "earth" writhe because of the vio­
lent end of Satan's world organization in this day of 
Jehovah, the opposite is the blessed portion of those 
who make Jehovah and his Theocracv their choice. 
The royal psalmist, who pictures Ch.rist Jesus the 
King, supplies us the main theme of the joyful "new 
song" and tells us how we must sing it. He says: "Say 
among the nations, Jehovah reigneth: the world also 
is established that it cannot be moved: he will judge 
the peoples with equity." ( Ps. 96: 10, Am. Stan. Ver.) 
Yes, the keynote of the new song is the paramount 
issue of Jehovah's universal sovereignty. It is the 

35 Aceordlng to the Hebrew ot Psalm 96 : 9, what may the expresalon 
"Fear before him, all the earth" mean? and bow Is this being tuUl.Jled? 
36. In what expreulon doe.. Poalm 96 10 supply uo the keynote at the 
new song? and bow was this theme mode poaa1ble to Bing? 

ringing truth that "Jehovah hath become king!" 
(Roth.Pss.) In 1914 he interrupted the rule of Satan 
as "the god of this world". He took to himself his 
great power as Lord God Almighty as he began 
reigning by means of his newly created capital 
organization Zion. This Jehovah did by enthroning 
Christ Jesus, who is the Head and Chief Member of 
that capital organization, "the Lord of lords and 
King of kings.'' It is by this acting King that J eho­
vah God reigns while his enemies are yet alive and 
are most active and highly organized. By having 
Satan and his demonic heavens cast down to the 
vicinity of this earth, Jehovah has made all enemies 
the footstool of his anointed King Christ Jesus; and 
Christ Jesus is commanded to wield the scepter of 
his power in the midst of such enemies till he finally 
dashes them to pieces like a potter's vessel at Arma­
geddon. 

17 Therefore it is commanded upon Jehovah's wit­
nesses to announce among the worldly nations J eho­
vah's reign begun. This good news is "this gospel'' 
which Christ Jesus predicted would be proclaimed 
by his followers at the close of World War I, saying: 
"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then 
shall the end come." (Matt. 24: 14) This, as well as 
Psalm Ninety-six, is their divine authorization to act 
as ministers of the gospel or gospel-preachers. The 
worldly nations interfere with their carrying out of 
this divine authorization as Jehovah's witnesses onh-
at peril to themselves from His hands. · 

11 The gospel-preachers are ordained to make 
known among all nations that "the world also is 
established that it cannot be moved. He judges the 
peoples in equity." (Ps. 96: 10, Amer. Trans.) The 
world that is immovably established is, of course, the 
new world composed of new heavens and a new 
earth. The "new heavens", or Zion, which is J eho­
vah's capital organization under Christ Jesus, is the 
foundation of the new world. Hence it is the founda­
tion for the "new earth". Bible prophecy makes the 
evidence positive that in 1918 Jehovah laid his King 
Christ Jesus as the Foundation Stone in the heaY­
enly Zion. This King is a "sure foundation", and 
whatsoever is founded upon him will never be moved 
or cause disappointment and shame and confusion. 
(Isa. 28: 16) It is true that, in the Hebrew text, the 
word translated world is the word tehvehl, which 
means "the productive" or "that which yields", caus­
ing its products to flow forth. Hence tehvehl is un<ler­
stood to refer to the earth, in a poetical sense. But 
out of thirty-six times' occurrence, tehvehl is ren­
dered only once "habitable part" (of the earth), and 

37. How did Jeaua refer to tbla announcement? and what d-04!9 Ill! tbl• 
conatltute for the announcen• 
38 How la the world established lmmoubly? and how la tbe Hebrew 
word tor • ..,.orld" u1ed ellewbere throughout the Bible? 
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all other times "world" (in the Aiitlwrized Version); 
as, for example, at Psalm 90: 2: "Before the moun­
tains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed 
the earth and the world [telivehl], e'Ven from ever­
lasting to everlasting, thou art God." 

19 The use of the word tehvehl at Psalm 96: 10 as 
applying to that which is established immovably does 
not mean that the corresponding English word 
world means just the visible or earthly part of God's 
new world of righteousness. Tehvelil, as here used, 
means an earth organized under and hence made 
productive by the new heavens. If a new earth is to 
be stabilized beyond being moved, then it presup­
poses and requires a stable, immovable new heavens. 
Hence the word tehvel1l embraces the entire new 
world and is here properly translated "world"', mean­
ing the new world. 

•
0 What contributes to the stability of the world is 

righteousness, the righteousness of its Ruler. As 
it is written: "A king that sitteth in the throne of 
judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes." 
"The Icing by judgment establisheth the land: 
. . . The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his 
throne shall be established for ever.'' (Prov. 20: S; 
29: 4, 14) Such a one is Jehovah's anointed King 
Christ Jesus; and by him the judgment of the 
nations is now on, as foretold at :Matthew 25: 31-16. 
He judges the peoples righteously, and with equity, 
according to their reception of the "new song" or 
"this gospel of the kingdom". Those who hear and 
help Jehovah's witnesses in singing the new song the 
King Christ Jesus judges to be hiR "other sheep". He 
puts them on his right side as inheritors of life in 
the new world. Those who shut their ears and make 
a wry face at the "new song" of Jelto,·ah's reign and 
who fail to help his witnesses in singing it to all 
nations, such ones the King drives to his left side, 
as "goats", for whom destruction with Satan is 
reserved. 

EVERYTHI:-JG :-JEW REJOJCI:SG 

41 Exalted in spirit by the glorious prospect, far 
distant in his day but undergoing fulfillment in our 
day, the psalmist bubbles over with joy, saying: "Let 
the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the 
sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let the field be 
joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees 
of the wood rejoice before the Loao [Jehovah]: for 
he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth [eretz 
(Hebrew}]: he shall judge the world [tehvehl] with 
righteousness, and the people with his truth." (Ps. 
96: 11-13) Therefore the religionists who look upon 
the end of this world as something bringing the 

39. What, then, Is the full scope of the Hebrew word "tehv~bl"? 
40. What contributes to the stability of the world? and bow 1• the 
divine judging of the people In equity going on? 
41. In what language doe• the psalmist then upr@sB bis joy' and why 
Is bla e1<bortation not addressed to the re!lglonlat11? 

destruction of all the things they hold dear <lo not 
have the spirit of this psalm. They positively cannot 
sing this "new song". They are not doing so, but are 
seeking to hinder it. Not to them, therefore, is tlH' 
exhortation addressed to rejoice and be joyful and 
to roar with gladness. 

•
1 The Bible says the holy angels of heaven rejoice, 

particularly those who accompany the King of the 
new heavens as he comes in his glory to judge the 
nations of earth. Hence the apostle John write::;: 
"I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, 
and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our 
brethren [Satan] is cast down, which accused them 
before our God day and night .... Therefore rejoice, 
ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them." (Rev. 
12: 10-12) Therefore the rejoicing of God's faithful 
r-emnant, who are called to the kingdom of heaven, 
is irrepressible. Yes, too, his "other sheep", the 
people of good-will on earth, are glad. Understand­
ing what is now taking place, all these are by faith 
living as it were in an earth that is apart from this 
wicked world and in which everything is jubilating . 
In bass tones the sea is roaring out its deep appreci­
ation of Jehovah's reign begun, to rid its waters of 
all commercial craft and vessels of war. (Isa. 33: 21-
23) The broad fields are smiling, being decked with 
soft verdure and spangled with flowers. The trees are 
luxuriant with various shades of foliage and are 
richly laden with fruitage. All visible nature takes on 
a glad appearance, as a prophetic indication of what 
our physical earth will actually be like during the 
New World of righteousness. This is nature's way 
of singing the new song. And if Jehovah's conse­
crated and commissioned witnesses should fail to 
sing it, all nature itself would sing out in its own 
way of giving glory to the Creator. 

"But why all this T It is because Jehovah comes; 
that is, he directs his universal sovereignty once 
more toward this terrestrial globe. He establishes hi" 
Theocratic Government to bring earth within the 
realm of his universal organization. This is a ble~sed 
occasion, for it means that righteous judgment at 
last comes to the lovers of truth and right. Jehovah's 
judgment begins at the house of God, with the rem­
nant who are in line for the new heavens of the New 
World. (1 Pet. 4: 17) By his King at the temple 
Jehovah judges the remnant to be faithful and 
appoints them to be his "faithful and wise servant" 
to preach this Kingdom gospel to all nations. By the 
truth which he sends out through this "servant" clas" 
he judges the peoples. He separates out the right­
eously disposed people of good-will as those counted 

42. (a) Who In heaven and who on earth are rejoicing? (b) Ho"· 
tlgurntlvely speaking, ls an nature also rejoicing? 
43. What reason does Psalm 96 assign for all thl• rejoldng• and ho" 
ls aucb reason ln e«ect now? 
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worthy to be hid in the day of executing his judg­
ment against all of Satan's wicked organization. 
Judgment, therefore, by the righteous, faithful 
Judge Jehovah means the vindication of His serv­
ants and their deliverance from all affliction and 
oppression by the Devil's organization. 

.. Jehovah's anointed King, who represents Him 
upon the bench of judgment, bids "all the earth" to 
lift up its voice and to sing the new song to Jehovah. 
The answer to this ca.II or command we shall studv in 
the next succeeding issue of The Watchtou:er. · 
H What does Jebo~ab'a King command? and where do we study the 
anawer? 

LIFE-STORES FOR MEN OF GOOD-WILL 

I N THE August 15, 1945, issue of The Watchtower was 
given the account of the reuniting on friendly terms of 
Joseph and his eleven brothers at his palace in Egypt. 

Joseph's ten half-brothers were seen to be the ancient proto­
types of the Lord's "other sheep" of today, the "men of 
good wiII"; while Joseph's young full brother, Benjamin, 
was seen to represent those who arc brethren of Christ 
spiritually, being members of his body, and particularly 
those of such as have been added to Christ's "body" since 
his corning to the temple A.D. 1918. Kow forward to the 
rest of the prophetic story. 

The news soon spread throughout the land of Egypt that 
"Joseph's brethren are come"; and this good news reached 
Pharaoh, and it pleased him. As Pharaoh now appears upon 
the stage of prophetic drama, in his role of king of Egypt, 
he represents the great "King of Eternity'', Jehovah God. 
"And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, 
This do ye: lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land 
of Canaan; and take your father and your households, and 
come unto me: and I will giYe you the good of the land of 
Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. ~ow thou art 
commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land 
of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring 
your father, and come. Also regard not your stuff; for the 
good of all the land of Egypt is yours."-Gen. 45: 17-20. 

In like manner Jehovah God was pleased with the work 
of Christ Jesus, who is the Greater Joseph. At the temple, 
to which he came in 1~18, he had disclosed his identity and 
his true relationship to the remnant of "his body'' and to 
the ''other sheep", their companions. This particular dis­
closure c.ame in :\lay, 1935, as the events show, from which 
time forward the effort to brmg the Kin!!dom message to 
the Lord's "other sheep" was i~tcnsified Hence Pharaoh's 
instruct10ns to Joseph picture Jehovah's confirming 
through Christ of his gracious invitation to the people of 
good-will by saying to them: 'Come, and drink of the water 
of life freelv.'-Re\·. 22: 17. 

Joseph, picturing Christ Jesus in particular, then in­
structed Benjamin and his ten half-brothers to extend the 
gracious imi.tation to others of the family relationship, and 
these were all invited to journey to Egypt. In the modern 
counterpart it is Christ Jesus, the Greater-than-Joseph, who 
causes the truth to be held forth and who is gathering unto 
the fold the "other sheep" who will make up the "great 
multitude" of Armageddon survivors. They are the ones he 
meant when saying: "And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold : them also I must bring, and they shall 
hear my Yo ice; and there shall be one fold, and one shep­
herd." -J ohu 10: 16. 

The BenJamin class, the new and younger part of the 

remnant, share in this work, in this, that they bear the 
message of the gracious invitation to the scattered "other 
sheep"; and when these latter ones hear the message 1t is 
also their privilege and duty to say, as Joseph instructed: 
"Come ... tarry not." Why not tarryt Because the great 
death-dealing spiritual famine is on in "Christendom" and 
will continue until the battle of Armageddon breaks over 
"Christendom" and all the rest of Satan's organizat10n and 
destroys all such. This is further proof that the "other 
sheep'', who make up the ''great multitude", must partici­
pate in the work of bearing testimony about God's kingdom 
before other persons of the world, that the latter may flee 
to the place of safety, where they may be fed by the Greater 
Joseph, Christ Jesus.-Rev. 7: 16. 

The subsequent dealings of Joseph with the Egyptians 
disclose the great responsibilities and reqmrements that are 
now laid upon those who compose the "other sheep" of the 
present time. To be truly "men of good will" they must be 
fully and wholly consecrated to the Lord and must render 
themselves in full obedience to his commandments and must 
joyfully engage in his service. Those who are of the ''other 
sheep" already gathered to the fold must, together ''ith the 
remnant, joyfully take up the message of life, which God 
has provided. Then they must bear that message before the 
people of the famine-stricken world, to the end that those 
who are now in the world and who do so desire may learn 
the way of life and flee to the place of refu~e. There nre 
many others, like scattered sheep, that the Lord will yet 
gather into the fold before Armageddon. 

As the famine continued sore upon Egypt and the 
countries round about, so now the spiritual famine con­
tinues sore upon the world. "And there was no bread m all 
the land; for the famine was very sore, so that the land of 
Egypt and all the land of Canaan famted by reason of the 
famine." (Gen. 47: 13) The famine had been upon Er.:,·pt 
for two years when Jacob and his household reached Egypt 
Assuming that some of the Egyptians had gi\'cn heed to 
Joseph's interpretat10n of Pharaoh's dream foretcllin~ the 
seven.year famine, and assuming that they had therefore 
taken heed to his advice to conserve food and had conserved 
considerable of such, such provided stock of gram would, 
at the end of the two years, doubtless be used up, and the 
Egyptians would then have to apply to the government for 
food. This they were compelled to do m order to live. Like­
wise now those of the ''other sheep", who are in the world, 
are obliged to come to Jehovah's Visible orgnmzation, the 
Theocratic organization of His witnesses under Christ 
Jesus, and then to learn the way to life by obtaming and 
feeding upon the life-stores which the Lord has prepared 
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and stored up for such. This they must do before the battle 
of Armageddon climaxes the great famine. 

In view of that ancient case of food conservation and 
administration, one cannot help marking the striking con­
trast in the action of Joseph the food administrator and the 
action of the "Democratic New Deal" schemers of the 
present government administration. Those modern worldly­
wise men, instead of conserving the food supply when there 
was plenty, curtailed the food supply by restricting crops 
that should have been planted and harrested, and by ruth­
lessly destroying animals; and this they did in order to 
increase the price of food. And nothing effective was ever 
done about the ''black market" which was further reducing 
food supplies and keeping prices exorbitant. The fallacy of 
their conduct is now being experienced by the American 
people. Joseph was not interested in pegging up higher and 
higher the price of food, but was interested in taking care 
of the people. When the famine increased upon the land 
Joseph did not raise the price of food and permit anyone 
to profiteer and conduct a gangster ''black market" at the 
expense of the people. 

American "new dealers", once headed by one whom the 
Press once designated as "Franklin Deficit", proceed with 
their bureaucratic theories and they all together participate 
in speculat10n and continuously juggle with the food supply 
and continue to fLx the price thereof at the cost and to 
the distress of the people. It seems strange that the masses 
of the people are so very listless and foolish as to refuse to 
hear or to give heed to what God's Word says and, on the 
contrary, continue to listen to the world-schemes brought 
forth by selfish men, which schemes can ne,·er bring them 
any relief. In this distress upon the people the commercial 
religionists haranirne the Catholi<'S, Protestants and Jews 
and others who will listen to them and tell such that the 
food scarcity, the dust storms that devastate their lands, 
the burning heat that destroys their crops, and the pests 
that add to such destruction, have all come upon the people 
as a judgment from God because the people have been negli­
gent in the support of the religious organizations. The 
charging of Jehomh God with responsibility for these 
calamities that have befallen the peoples in addition to 
global war is a malicious lie and a defamation of His holy 
name. 

The Scriptures declare that the Devil, kicked out of 
heaven since A.D. 1914. is the one that brings these prcsent­
day woes upon the people, and he is doing this for the very 
purpose of defaming God's name and turning the people 
away from him. (Rev. 12: 12) This is further and strong 
proof that the religious clergy, who for sectarian purposes 
resort to such harangue of the people and charging of God 
with bringing the calamities upon them, are agents of the 
Devil and do not represent God, for whom they profess to 
speak. Great therefore is the privilege and the responsibility 
laid upon those who have received the truth, to make known 
that life-giving and life-sustaining spiritual food to other 
hungry souls desiring to know the way to life. The truth 
is the only thing that will bring consolation and help to 
the people. 

The ancient Egyptians had many cattle, money, and 
lands, and they enjoyed economic freedom. Either before or 
during the famine Joseph did not set up a starvation-dole 

system that would bring all to poverty, but he sold the life­
sustaining grain to the Egyptians, first for their money; 
which money Joseph brought into Pharaoh's treasury. He 
did not permit private and greedy money-changers to profit 
by the distress of the people. When their money was gone, 
then he sold corn to the Egyptians for their cattle and 
herds. Then Joseph bought all their lands and paid for them 
in corn or food. Finally the people said to him: "Buy us 
... for bread." And this Joseph did. (Gen. 47: 14-20) 
Pharaoh the king thereby became the rightful owner of 
everything in Egypt, and the people became the "servants 
unto Pharaoh". This was according to the wish of the 
people, who asked for it, "that we may live, and not die." 

Life is the gift of God through Jesus Christ. Hence 
Joseph's transactions with the people do not mean that man 
can buy his life from God. It does mean that, in order for 
the great flock of "other sheep" to sur,·ive Armageddon 
and to get life from God through Christ Jesus, these must 
fully comply with God's terms, which terms are that men 
shall fully, unreservedly and completely consecrate them­
selves to God and his faithful service, and shall acknowledge 
and serve his King, Christ Jesus. There is nothing that they 
may withhold. Yet, nothing that they can give can compen­
sate for the free gift of life and all its attending blcssin~s, 
because all that men have, to begin with, belongs to the 
Lord. "The earth is the LoRo's, and the fulness thereof." 
(Ps. 24: 1) So they must show their full willingness to 
become the servants of God and Christ Jesus, and must 
serve day and night, that is, all the time. (Rev. 7 : 15) 
Christ Jesus, as the great official Agent of the "King of 
Eternity", has bought the entire human race; and life will 
be given to those only who comply with the terms Jehovah 
has provided. To such ones life is a free gift through Christ 
Jesus. 

For the people's further welfare Joseph is reported as 
bringing them together in the cities: "And as for the people, 
he removed them to cities from one end of the borders of 
Egypt even to the other end thereof." (Gen. 47: 21) In a 
similar way Christ Jesus now brings the "other sheep" 
together, under the Theocratic organization of Jehornh, 
pictured by a city; and there they find refuge, and nowhere 
else. This· corresponds exactly with the cities of refuge 
which Jehovah provided for the people in the land of Israel 
according to His law through Moses. (Deut. 19: 1-6) But 
as for the priests of Egypt, their land was not sold to 
Joseph. "Only the land of the priests bought he not. for the 
priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did 
eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they 
sold not their lands." (Gen. 47: 22) That was not an act of 
discrimination against the people and in favor of the clergy, 
as some critics would try to make it appear. 

Even before the famine the priests of Egypt received 
government support; and this provision continued un­
altered during the period of the famine. The priests were 
under no necessity to sell their land. It was a previous 
arrangement that they should receive their food from the 
king. Those priests or princes of Egypt, together with 
Joseph, were servants of the king; and in the drama they 
appear to picture Jehovah's "servant" class, under his great 
Elect Servant, Christ Jesus the Head, and also including 
the remnant of his body on the earth today. These are joint-
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heirs with Christ Jesus and belong to the "meek" who 
"inherit the earth" with Christ Jesus. (l\latt. 5: 5; Rom. 
8: 16, 17) They are therefore in a different position from 
that of those of his "other sheep", although all must and 
do receive life from Jehovah God and by Christ Jesus. 

It has always been and always will be that men must 
work. "If [a man] would not work, neither should he eat." 
(2 Thess. 3: 10) The idler is an abomination in the sight 
of God, and is classed as a waster. (Prov. 19: 15; 31: 27; 
Ezek. 16: 49) In behalf of the "other sheep" and their 
future life, the Lord provides that they must not be idle, 
but must serve him continuously. (Rev. 7: 15) Joseph did 
not arrange for a dole to be set up and that the people 
receive a dole from the government and continue idle. (Gen. 
47: 23) On the contrary, the people must be diligent and 
work, and must not become a public charge in idleness. 
Hence Joseph provided work for them. He gave them seed, 
and they were commanded and must sow the seed given to 
them, sowing it upon the land and trusting to God for the 
increase. 

In that connection a liberal arrangement was made for 
the people. Joseph said: "It shall come to pass, in the 
increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and 
four parts 5hall be your own, for seed of the field, and for 

your food, and for them of your households, and for food 
for your little ones." (Gen. 4 7 : 24) Since the land was not 
then their own, that was a very generous arrangement for 
them. A like requirement is laid upon the Lord's "other 
sheep", as prophetically shown at Zechariah 14: 16-18. Such 
requirement upon them is just, reasonable, and "not griev­
ous". (1 John 5: 3) According to the will of Jehovah God, 
Christ Jesus puts them all on an equal footing before God 
and requires all of them to render faithful service to God, 
and that not beyond measure. This arrangement the people 
of Egypt appreciated. "And they said, Thou hast saved 
our lives : let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we 
will be Pharaoh's servants." (Gen. 47: 25) The "other 
sheep" surviving Armageddon will likewise recognize the 
arrangement which the King Christ Jesus makes for them 
according to the will of God, and they will be glad therefor. 

God, in his foreknowledge from the beginning of what 
would come to pass in our day, made the above prophetic 
picture to aid his "other sheep", who at this time of great 
stress are being gathered to the Good Shepherd, Christ 
Jesus. Tliis prophetic picture sets before those of good-will 
a pattern showing them what course they must take in order 
to receive the protection and salvation that Jehovah God 
has provided for those that love and serve him. 

JOAB, AMBITIOUS MILITARIST 

T HE pages of profane history are dominated by men 
of war. With the passing of each day new leaves are 
added to that book, and in these day-by-day additions 

it is noted that once again military men are the history· 
makers. New names are entered into the records by the 
chroniclers of events, and with each name goes certain facts 
and assertions that stamp its bearer as either a defender of 
right and freedom or an ambitious tyrant lusting after 
power and world dominion. Human-like, the record is un­
avoidably colored by the national and personal leanings 
and prejudices of the historian, as can be readily seen in 
the differences in histories prepared in different countries 
and by different groups. But the true and unbiased history 
of times long past, as well as forecasts of things yet future, 
is found in God's infallible Word, the Bible. And even in 
its holy record men of war are often found to play promi· 
nent parts therein; and accompanying facts also stamp 
them as good or bad. The one now claiming attention is 
Joab, the general of the Israelite army in the time of David. 

He was a nephew of David, being the son of David's sister 
Zeruiah. His first entry into the Divine Record is as a mili­
tarist. His uncle had been enthroned by the men of Judah, 
but Israel had followed after one of the sons of Saul, 
Ishbosheth. Abner was the captain of the latter's forces, and 
flung a challenge at Joah and his men. The upshot of it all 
was a pitched battle of some magnitude, ending in victory 
for Joab and his men. In the course of battle, however, seed 
was sown for a future clash of the two men: Abner slew 
Asahel, the brother of Joab. Later Abner made peace with 
David. Notwithstanding this, revengeful Joab took Abner 
aside as though to speak with him in confidence and peace, 
and "smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died, for 
the blood of Asahel his brother". (2 Sam. 2: 12-32; 3: S.27) 

Thus Joab not only slaked his thirst for vengeance, but also 
removed one who might have been a rival for the general­
ship of the armies of Israel. King David disapproved, and 
declared guiltlessness for himself and his kingdom as to the 
blood of Abner, saying, "Let it rest on the head of Joab." 
-2 Sam. 3: 28, 29, 34, 37-39. 

Joab's ambition was later realized at the time of the tak­
ing of the stronghold on Mount Zion from the Jebusites. To 
spur his fighters to the mighty deeds required if the heathen 
were to be dislodged from their seemingly impregnable posi­
tion, David said: "Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and 
smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind, that are 
hated of David's soul, he shall be chief and captain." 
(2 Sam. 5: 6-8) There is much dispute as to the meaning 
of these verses. Many scholars hold that the Jebusites, cock­
sure in their powerful fort, insulted and taunted David b'· 
manning its battlements with the lame and blind. As to th~ 
word "gutter", it is variously rendered as a "watercourse" 
(Am. Stan. Ver.,· Young's), "aqueduct" (Roth.), and 
"water shaft" (A.mer. Trans.). Some contend this was some 
kind of defensive work, others that it was a channel, sub­
terranean or otherwise, by which an entrance into the 
stronghold could be gained. In this connection, please see 
"The Kingdom Is at Hand", page 135, paragraph 1, and 
The Watchtower April 1, 1945, page 103, paragraph 6. 
Regardless of the actual local circumstances, the fact is that 
the objective was an extremely difficult one. Joab undertook 
the hazardous mission and executed it successfully. He thus 
became "chief and captain" of David's armies.-1 Chron. 
11: 6. 

That Joab was bold and resolute in fight none will gain­
say. But neither can any truthfully deny that he was ambi­
tious and crafty, cruel and merciless, jealous and revenge-
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ful, without check or control. Even the decrees of King 
David did not always hold him in restraint. He did not feel 
bound by the Theocratic order. His personal desires and 
ambitions dictated his course. All this stands out con­
spicuously, and with little relief, in his conduct as "captain 
of the host" in the successive waves of warfare that swept 
over the land of Canaan during David's reign. 

The struggle against Ammon shows the resourcefulness 
of Joab, "the general of the king's army." (1 Chron. 27: 34) 
Hanun, new king of Ammon, had treated with great indig­
nity some of David's messengers, and the ire of the Israel­
ite king was aroused. When the men of Ammon realized 
this, they hired mercenaries from Syria. David got wind of 
the assembling of troops against him, and dispatched his 
armies under Joab to meet the threat. The Israelite general 
soon found himself the object of a pincers movement by the 
enemy. "The children of Ammon came out, and put the 
battle in array at the entering in of the gate: and the 
Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, and Ish-tob, and Maacah, 
were bv themselves in the field When Joab saw that the 
front of the battle was against him before and behind, he 
chose of all the choice men of Israel, and put them in array 
against the Syrians: and the rest of the people he delivered 
into the hand of Abishai his brother, that he might put them 
in array against the children of Ammon. And he said, If 
the Syrians be too strong for me, then thou shalt help me: 
but if the children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then 
I will come and help thee. Be of good courage, and let us 
play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God: 
and the LORD do that which seemeth him good."-2 Sam. 
10: 8-12. 

Joab waged war on two fronts, and it seemed good to the 
Lord to give the victory on both. The Syrians fled wildly, 
then regathered and brought up reinforcements Their 
second attempt was more disastrous than the first, an<l they 
made a separate peace with Israel. The war with Ammon 
dragged on into the following year, when, at the season 
considered favorable for military operations, Joab pressed 
the campaign to final victory. The general summoned his 
king for the final victory push, that credit might becomingly 
go to the visible head of the nation.-2 Sam. 10: 13-19; 
11: 1; 12: 26-31. 

As this great campaign showed Joab's capabilities as a 
general, others show his lust for power, and the depths to 
which he would stoop to gain it. His killing of Abner in 
cold blood has been mentioned, and the reason given as one 
of revenge for the death of his brother AsaheL It 1s very 
likely that he was also moved against Abner by reasonmgs 
more craftv than emotional. Abner might well have been a 
candidate for general of the army, which post Joab did not 
hold at that time. There is yet another occasion where Joab 
through disarming cunning effected the murder of a rival 
for power. In fact, Joab had been relieved of his command 
as general, and this other one elevated to that position. The 
brief account of events is as follows: 

David's son Absalom had conspired against the throne of 
his father. The revolt he led prospered even to the extent 
of forcing David to flee ,Terusalem, and Absalom's establish­
ing of himself there as king. Subsequently, however, the 
usurper's forces were sorely defeated in a major engage­
ment, and the entire affair was climaxed by Joab's slaying 

of Absalom. This was a flagrant violation of King David's 
command, and there is some question whether J oab's cold­
blooded slaying of the ~tterly helpless Absalom was not 
motivated by more than indignant wrath against a conspira­
tor. Some believe that 2 Samuel 17: 25 indicates Joab may 
have been willing to join the revolutionists, but was rejected 
by Absalom in favor of Amasa as "captain of the host" ; 
hence it may be that Joab was wreaking some personal 
vengeance against the rebel, Absalom. However, 1 Kings 
2: 28 seems to discount this ''1ew somewhat. Be that as it 
may, Joab's disregard for the king's command relative to 
the young man Absalom doubtless was instrumental in that 
ambitious general's loss of his command.-2 Sam. 18: 5, 14; 
19: 13. 

Strangely, though possibly it was a move designed to 
unite Israel, David put in Joab's place the head of the rebel 
forces, Amasa. Thus the stage was set for the chafing 
Joab's second murder of a rival. That opportunist seized 
upon a time of emergency and internal strife to liquidate 
his successor. Sheba, a Benjamite, incited a rebellion against 
David. In the pursuit of this traitor Joab came across 
Amasa, and "Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in health, my 
brother7 And Joab took Amasa by the beard with the right 
hand to kiss him. But Amasa took no heed to the sword 
that was in Joab's hand: so he smote him therewith in the 
fifth rib, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck 
him not again; and he died". (2 Sam. 20: 9, 10) Though 
Amasa was Joab's cousin, Joab foully murdered him to 
advance his own personal career. "Now Joab was o\·er all 
the host of Israel." -2 Sam. 20 : 23. 

Throughout his life Joab showed headstrongness and self. 
will in his relations with King David, and his personal 
ambition always had first demand upon his loyalty. At the 
end of his uncle's reign Joab was found guilty of open 
treason. He joined forces with David's son Adonijah, who 
sought to steal the throne irom young Solomon, the one 
whom J.ehovah had indicated was to rule in DaYid's stea<l. 
In trying to supplant this rightful heir, therefore, Joab wa., 
rebelling not only against King David but also against 
Jehovah's will. The ambitious general doubtless reasoned 
that with the vain Adonijah ruling he could be the real 
power behind the throne. But the plot was foiled by the 
quick move of David in anointing Solomon king before the 
conspiracy could bear fruit. On hearing of this coup by 
Da,'1d the frustrated plotters scattered.-1 Ki. 1: 5, 7, 
32-49. 

Joab's end soon followed. Reminding his son Solomon of 
Joab's insubordination and slaughter of Abner and Amasa, 
David charged: "Let not his hoar head go down to the grave 
in peace." (1 Ki. 2: 5, 6) So it was. To escape retributfre 
justice Joab fled to the tabernacle and caught hold of the 
horns of the altar. Upon his refusal to obey the king's com­
mand to come forth, even as he held to the altar "Benaiah 
the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell npon him, and slew 
him: and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness". 
( 1 Ki. 2: 28-34) In his ambitious lust for power he set 
aside all scruples and principle, flouted the Theocratic 
order, and shed innocent blood to forward his career as a 
militarist. His wicked deeds justly returned upon his own 
head in final settlement. 



FIELD EXPERIENCES 
"KINGDO~l NEWS" THE ENTERING WEDGE (ILLl~OIS) 

"Before starting work here our deeision was that we 
follow more carefully the instructions sent out by the organ· 
ization. We reread how the Kingdom News should be dis· 
tributed, and proceeded to put them out about a week ahead 
of our call with the phonograph and the books. I am sure 
that at least twenty-five percent of the folks made some 
remark about the paper. On my first call no one answered 
the door, although I was very sure there was someone there. 
On picking up the not-at-homes I was going to this home. 
However, before I could turn in at this house, the lady was 
at the door calling to me. She had the Kingdom News in 
her hand and wanted to know if I was the man who left 
it at her house and if I had the book which was announced 
on the book folder. (I had enclosed a book folder announc· 
ing 'The Tmth Shall Jiake You Free'.) I placed that and 
the new book 'The Kingdom ls at Hand'. She brought out 
all the books she had, and she had nme, but not any of the 
latest books. She told me her husband likes to read them 
also, and I am looking forward to my next visit with them. 
At another of the not-at-homes I called on a Sunday morn­
ing. She wanted to know if I had any Catholic literature. 
Receiving a negatfre reply, she appeared disappointed. I 
then proceeded to tell her this is for all sincere people and 
we are sure there are some in every or~anization who are 
trying to follow the :\laster. Before I left I had placed two 
booklets and the latest book. I made arrangements to call 
on the next Tuesday night and brmg a Catholic Bible with 
me. I <lid this and had a very pleasant and profitable eve· 
ning. I showed her how Peter did not permit Cornelius to 
worship him; also that Jesus said: ·Call no man your 
father.' I placed a Bible, 'The Truth Shall .ll aJ.:e You Free,' 
a W atclitower subscription and the booklet U 11cot'e1·ed, and 
I expect to call again next Tuesday night. It appears both 
she and her husband are ready and will accept the truth. 
At the edge of the business section my wife placed a book 
with the owner, who said she would not leave her chureh, 
which is the Catholic. I was working the block opposite this 
a day or so later. A man called from the tavern, asking me 
to come over, as he wanted to talk with me. I went, and sat 
on a stool by the bar. He told me the tavern owner had 
showed him the book she had obtained, and he wanted to 
know more about it. He had read some of it and it sounded 
good to him. A man seated in the tavern asked me to play 
the phonograph, as he had heard it and liked the message 
on it. The man who called me has two boys m the war zones 
and is very much disturbed. The reason the tavern owner 
showed him the book was she felt it would gl\·e him comfort. 
I look forward to my back-rall with him today.'' 

"WHILE WITNESSING I~ A RITZY APARTME~T BOUSE 

in El Vedado section of Havana, a feeling of being followed 
possessed me. Undisturbed, however, I continued my wit­
nessing from door to door until I reached the top floor. 
Finally, my eyes glanced clear down the hall and saw a 
man in uniform, standing in a menacing position. With 
a loud, harsh tone he ordered me to go along with him. I 
told him I could not go without knowing where he was 
taking me. 'To the police station,' he bellowed. 'You cannot 
continue bringing that seditious propaganda to the people 
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of this community.' Silently I followed him out. On our 
way a military officer approached, seeming to be an 
acquaintance of the policeman. He briefly made mention of 
my 'propaganda' to him. The soldier eyed me curiously. 
I then addressed the policeman : 'This is not propaganda. 
It is the will of Almighty God that this message of his 
kingdom be preached to every creature ; and there is no. 
authority on earth that ean stop it.' I handed him the 
Kingdom News and asked him to read it for his own 
benefit. He took it, somewhat still annoyed. Then he 
demandl!d: 'Tell me, who are the true followers of Christ 
-los curas [the priests] T' Answer: 'No. The true followers 
of Christ are not ambitious for worldly gam nor are they 
hypocrites. They do not commit injustice nor delight in 
wickedness. Jehovah's witnesses are the true Christians. 
The name they carry denotes their mission. They witness 
to the name and supremacy of the Almighty God, Jehovah.' 
There was a radical change in the policeman's facial 
expression. 'I like what you say. Tell me, how did you 
gain such knowledge! You also express yourself \"ery well' 
Then, with new life, he began to express his sincere views 
about the 'whore' and her whoredoms; and then shortly 
he said: 'Senorita, los edificios are all yours. Continne the 
good work. There [pointing to one of the apartment 
windows] lives el dueiio. I don't think he's going to like 
it, but go. He needs it. And next door to him lives el 
consul de --- . He too needs it. I am going around 
the block, so that they will not bother me with their bad 
reports. Go to it!' With that he left, and the soldier with 
him. I dare say that the owner of the building and the 
consul both took literature from me. Upon my leaving the 
premises the policeman had not returned, giving me full 
opportunity to fulfill my commission without hindrance.'' 

FOLLOWING UP A GOOO..WILL REFERENCE FROl\I HQ 

"We arrived at our new assignment to Hyde county, N.C., 
very anxious to find a good.will person, whose name had 
been supplied on a back-call slip from the Society which 
stated she desired to get into the service. She received us 
with outstretched arms and a big Kingdom smile. She im­
mediately gave us permission to park our trailers in her 
back yard. The following night we started a book study in 
'The Kingdom ls at Hand'. There was great interest shown 
by her and her 14-year-old son. At her request we have had 
some kind of study almost every night since we arrived, 
either a book study, Watchtower study, recorded lecture, or 
just answering questions. Fearing to overfeed this sheep, 
we planned to skip one night. That evening she came out 
to our trailer and asked us to go over the Watchtower 
article with her, as she did not understand it. We did so, 
and she was well pleased. As a result of her zeal she had 
aroused sufficient interest with her sister to have a study 
at her home. At the first study there were 13 of new interest 
in attendance. She has withdrawn from all church organiza­
tions and requested her name to be removed from the Ladies 
Aid Society. She has expressed her desire to be immersed. 
She is already witnessing to her friends, and we plan to 
invite her to go with us from door to door soon. Working 
in this isolated territory, we endure some hardships. But 
the joys and blessings from Jehovah far exceed and over· 
come these." 


