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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - lsaiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things,
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by reason
of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and without the
right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jesus
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature
and above every creature’s name and clothed him with all power
and authority;

THAT GOD’S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is 2 Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
nghtful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear;

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A.D. 1914, and the Lord
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to
the establishment of the “new earth” of the New World;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can
come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ,
which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great act is the
destruction of Satan’s organization and the complete establish-
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry
out the divine mandate to “fill the earth” with a righteous race.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the

people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed

in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically
designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people of good-will.
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to ald in such studies. It publishes
suitable material for radio broadeasting and for other means
of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva-
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina-
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in-
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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“THIS GOSPEL” TESTIMONY PERIOD

“This Gospel” Testimony Period 1s scheduled to occupy the
entire month of June We are blessed of the Lord to have just
the literature that sets out “this gospel” of the Kingdom’s estab-
lishment, and the arrangement 1s to offer such gospel 1n print
during the Testimony, namely, “The Kingdom Is at Hand” to-
gether with the new booklet ‘The Meek Inherst the Earth’. The
contribution to be accepted for this combination 1s 25¢. The
advantage of having this literature for distribution from house
to house makes 1t easy for any Watchtower reader to engage with
all Kingdom announcers 1n the preaching of *“this gospel of the
Kingdom” in obedience to Chnst’s command. (Matthew 24:14)
We therefore invite zll those desirous to notify us and we shall
refer them to the most convenient organpized group with whom
they can enjoy the thrill and blessing of proclaiming this gospel.
Every one engagmg in this work, whether many hours or few,
should make report thereof on the regular provided form.

‘THE MEEK INHERIT THE EARTH’

Strange seems that proclamation of Christ Jesus in the light
of present-day world events, when many nations war over con-
trol of the earth’s surface. Nevertheless, the new 32-page booklet
of that name shows convineingly how that very thing 1s in proe-
ess of accomplishment. As the absorbing theme unfolds the
meek ones are identified, and Senpture proof shows how eruel

oppressors and land-grabbers will be removed from this earthly
ball 2nd its land areas will be equitably distributed among the
surviving meek of the earth, to be beautified and populated by
them under Jehovah’s direction. This thrilling and beart-warming
theme of ‘The Meek Inherit the Earth’ 1s well captured and
artistically portrayed by the booklet’s front-cover design, We 1n-
vite you to get your personal copy of this newly released booklet
now and to study it carefully. It 18 available on a 5c¢ contribution

USE RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

The blank sent you one month before expiration of your
Watchtower subseription should be filled out and returned to the
Brooklyn office or to the Branch office in the country where you
reside. Servapts in the companies, and individuals, when sending
in renewals for The Watchtower, should always use these blanks.
By filling 1n these renewal blanks you are assured of the continua-
tion of your Watchtower from the time of expiration, and with-
out delay. It will also be a great help if you sign your name un:-
formly, and note any recent change of address, on the renewal slip

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of July 1: “A People for the Issue,”
1 1-19 inclusive, The Watchtower June 1, 1945,

Week of July B: “A People for the Issue,”
1 20-40 1inclusive, The Watchtower June 1, 1945,
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A PEOPLE FOR THE ISSUE
“This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.”—Isa. 43:21.

EHOVAH stands directly at the center of the
J issue. He is the One upon whom ecreation, animate

and inanimate, depends, and hence the contention
or controversy swirls around him and all men must
finally take their stand either for or against him. Men
once atheists do not find Him in a “foxhole” under the
enemy’s fire! Jehovalh God is found in his written
Word, the Holy Scriptures. For that reason it is
written in those Scriptures concerning faith in Jeho-
vah God: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.” (Rom. 10:17) In or-
der for those who find Jehovali God to hear about
him, there must be a distributing and preaching of
the written Word which he has provided concerning
himself. To meet that urgent need. he has raised up
in this day a “people for his name”, a people for
the issue, particularly because within this genera-
tion the issue must be settled and it will be settled
without any room for further controversy. The con-
troversy is unavoidable; and Jehoval’s people are
in the thick of it, not dodging it at all. Their coura-
geous activity for His side of the issue is with the
highest benefit and the most lasting good to the
people.

? Men from the foxholes; women rescued from the
havoec and debris wrought by the fiendish buzz-
bombs; and men and women from the luxurious
cathedrals and religious assembly-houses, will ask,
“Why should Jehovah be the heart of the issue be-
fore humankind today? I have heard about Jesus
Christ, and why isn’t he enough for salvation? Why
must this Jehoval be dragged in on the matter?”
Very relevant questions these are, and very proper
to be answered now for those who ask in lonesty.
However, this very Jesus Christ, who the many
think is all-sufficient, got in ahead of their own ques-
tion by saying in his prayer to Jehovah God: “Fa-
ther, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy
Son also may glorify thee: as thou hast given him
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life

1. (a) Where is Jehovah with relatiun to the issue, and where 18 faith in
him to he found bv men? (b) Why has he raised up a people for the
issue, and with what benefit to others?

2. {(a) What question concerning Jehovah’s essentialnesas do religious
people ask, and how did Jesus apswer it in advance? (b) In wbat way
is 1t best to know him, and why now?

to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” (John
17:1-3) It is just as vital to know the true God, who
sent the Son, as it is to know the Son; if not more
vital, because the Son said: “My Father is greater
than 1.” (John 14:28) And in the matter of know-
ing the Father, who is God, it is well to get acquaint-
ed with him in a favorahle way, because that means
everlasting life. The time is close upon us when
those on unfavorable terms with him will have ful-
filled upon them the prayer of Psalm 83:17, 18: “Let
them be confounded and troubled for ever; vea, let
them be put to shame, and perish: that men may
know that thou, whose name alone is JEIIOVAH,
art the most high over all the earth.”

* Having read these verses of Psalm 83, make no
mistake about it: When the time comes to prove
hefore all men that the God who alone bears tle
name of Jehovah is the Most High over all the earth
it will be at the cost of the lives of many men and
women of all nationalities, all such being his enemies.
That means that many will not get the eternal life
which comes from rightly knowing Jehovali God and
the Son whom He sent.” But the lives of such ene-
mies are easily expendable in order for the great
issue to come to permanent settlement. Why, so im-
portant is it to the peace, harmony and prosperity
of all the universe to prove before all creatures that
Jehovah God is the Most High over all things that
the whole world, this old world, must die. World de-
struction is ahead of us and not possible to be turncd
aside. The Bible long ago foretold of its coming.
At the same time the Bible held out the hope that
men having good-will toward Jehovah God and Je-
sus Christ his Son would survive the world's end.
They are to inherit eternal life on a purged earth
in a new world; not simply a “better world”, but a
perfect world of unending righteousness. Are such
facts serious enough? Are they reason enough to
show why men must know Jehovah as well as Jesus,

3. (a) Proving that Jehovah is the Most High God s so important that
what must eventually occur? {b) However, what hope does his Word
hold out for men of good-will?
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through whom men may come into relationship with
Jehovah God?

*Some still unconvinced may ask: “But why
should the world die, be destroyed?”’ Frankly, it is
hecause this is not. God’s world. It is a reproach to
the namne of Jehovah God to ascribe this world to
him and to make him responsible for its existence
and operation. His Holy Word plainly says that the
“god of this world” is a mimie god, Jehoval’s ene-
my, namely, Satan the Devil. This false god has
made this a blind world: “in whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God [Jehovah], should shine
unto them.” (2 Cor. 4:4) This world will continue
thus blind, and willingly so, until its end; at which
time Jehovali will forcibly open the eyes of all the
unbelieving enemies and compel them to know that
He is the Most High God. That time of destruction
of the Devil’'s world is the battle of Armageddon,
not so far ahead now, and there Jehovah will vindi-
cate his name and place as the Supreme One. Con-
cerning that battle against the combined enemy in
their final line-up, the Lord God has prophesied in
these words: “I will call for a sword against him unto
all my mountains, saith the Lord Jehovah: every
man’s sword shall be against his brother. And with
pestilence and with blood will T enter into judgment
with him; and I will rain upon him, and upon
his hordes, and upon the many peoples that are
with him, an overflowing shower, and great hail-
stones, fire, and hrimstone. And I will magnify my-
self, and sanctify myself, and I will make myself
known in the eyes of many nations; and they shall
know that I am Jehovah.”—Ezek. 38:21-23, 4m.
Stan. Ver.

*In this decisive way the issue will be settled.
Thereby will be shown that Jehovah is the almighty
and most high God, the only One who wields univer-
sal domination, which means, his sovereignty over
this earth and all creation visible and invisible., And
that is the answer to those who ask why, besides
Jesus Christ, Jehovah must be dragged into the
matter. At the oncoming battle of Armageddon
Christ Jesus the Son will fight to victory over Sa-
tan's world, for the vindication of Jehovah’s name.
Those who now turn a deaf ear and refuse to hear
and heed this proclamation of the day of God’s
vengeance will have to bear the consequences of such
religious prejudice against the name and supremacy
of Jehovah.

¢ Now at last the issue is pressing for its settle-
ment once and for all time. Therefore the Most High

4,86 Wby is it necessary for this world to be destroyed® and, as proph-
esied by Jehovah for wbat purpose will be fight the battle at that time?

6. (a) Does the people for the issue mean the persecuted Jews? and bow
does their attitude toward hia name bear this out? (b) On what fact
alone could not relationship to His name be based?
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God puts his people for the issue into the field and
brings them conspicuously before all the nations.
Does that mean the Jews, to whom the attention of
the world has been drawn by the devilish Naazi-
Fascist-Vatican effort to exterminate them from the
earth? No; even though such natural Israclites are
demonstrating remarkable fortitude under that wick-
ed persecution. Prior to the time of Christ the name
of Jehovah was called upon the nation of Israel
But already some time before Christ the Israelites
had ceased pronouncing the name of Jehovah out
of an improper fear of violating the Third Com-
mandment, namely: “Thou shalt not take the name
of Jehovah thy God in vain; for Jehovah will not
hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”
(Ex. 20:7, Am. Stan. Ver.) Outside of possibly a
few of their priests, they had forgotten how to pro-
nounce God’s name as represented by the four let-
ters (mm) which stood for his name in the Hebrew
Bible; and they substituted for his name the term
Adonai, meaning Lord. So the question, to be proved
by Jewish history down till Christ’s time, was
whether they would prove themselves worthy to
bear and be associated with Jehovah’s name. Such
worthiness could not be for ever based simply upon
the fact that they were the descendants of the faith-
ful forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

* Because of being descended from Jacob, the Jew-
ish nation was sometimes addressed as “Jacob”. But
because the patriarch Jacob’s name was changed by
Jehovah God to Israel, the nation was also spoken
of as “the children of Israel”, or just “Israel”. The
time came when natural Israel’s favored position
gave way to that of spiritual Israel; and consequent-
ly the honor and privilege of bearing the name of
Jeliovah was transferred. This fact was specially in-
dicated about three and a half years after the death
and resurrection of Christ Jesus. It was when Simon
Peter preached the good news of God's kingdom to
an assembly of non-Jews, or Gentiles, in the home
of the Italian centurion Cornelius, at the city of
Caesarea. Referring to this, the disciple James said
to the congregation at Jerusalemn: “Simeon [Peter]
hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gen-
tiles, to take out of them a people for his name. And
to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is writ-
ten, After this I will return, . . . that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord [Jehovah], and all
the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith
the Lord, who doeth all these things.”-Acts 15:14-17.

* Through the preaching of the gospel up till then
only a residue, or small remnant, had been selected

7. (a) By what two names was the Jewish nation addressed? (b) To
whom was the favored position as to God's name transferred, and when
was this markedly shown?

8. Did the taking out of Gentiles after the Jewish remnant mean God
was creating and baving two peoples? and why?
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out from the Jews to bear the name of Jehovah be-
cause of their new relationship to Him through
Christ Jesus. Such being the case, the Lord God then
visited or began showing favor to the Gentiles, to
take out from among them also a people to bear the
responsibilities and privileges eonnected with Jeho-
vah’s name. This did not mean that thenceforth he
had two peoples on earth, but that the remnant out
from the Jews and all those thereafter taken out
from the Gentiles would be combined to make up one
people for the name of Jehovah. They constitute one
people in Christ Jesus their Head, because, as stated
by the apostle, “there is neither Jew nor Greek [Gen-
tile], there is neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor female: for ve are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.”—Gal. 3: 28, 29.

® Thus Jehovah God was the Creator of a new peo-
ple for his name, that is to say, spiritual Israel. In
this respect they are a ‘‘new creation”; as it is writ-
ten: “For neither circumecision nor the want of it is
of any importance, but only a new creation. Peace
and mercy be on all who will follow this rule, and on
the true Israel of God.” (Gal. 6: 15, 16, Goodspeed)
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away; behold, all things
are become new.” (2 Cor. 3:17) It is in accord with
this fact that the old law covenant made with natural
Israel does not apply to them, but Jehovah has
brought spiritual Israel into relationship with him
by a new covenant ratified over the blood of Jesus,
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world.” Christ Jesus is tlie one Mediator between
God and the human creatures in this new covenant.
(1 Tim. 2:3,6; Heb., 9:14-22) Being a “people for
his name”, they must of necessity be Jehovah’s wit-
nesses.

1 Such spiritual Israel, or “people for his name”,
the Creator did not form according to the political
pattern of any nation of this world. e followed no
demoecratic pattern as provided in the democracies
of pagan Greece centuries before Christ. He did not
imitate the republican model which Rome provided
early in its history. ITe did not copy the later authori-
tarian style or design of the Roman Empire. God
formed his people according to his own perfect will
and purpose; that is, he made it a Theocratic organi-
zation. Its structure and operation are different,
therefore, from anything the political, religious and
comniercial organizations of this world have to offer.
No autocratic human head, nor any hierarchy or
ruling body of priests, runs spiritual Israel. The
consecrated Christians composing the whole body or
congregation of spiritual Israel are not the sover-
9 Instead, of what was Jehovah then the Creator? and by what covenant
did he bring such into relationship with himseif?

10 In creating spiritual Israel, how did Jehovah make it distinctive
from organizations of this world?
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eign power, to control and regulate the organization
by the power of voting and democratic elections. The
organization abides by the absolute rule that Jeho-
vah God is the supreme One, the universal Sover-
eign, and that therefore the organization he created
is_subject to His will in all things. He tops the or-
ganization and administers it, and thus it is Theo-
cratic. It pays full submission to His dominion or
Theocracy, and observes the divine will as revealed
through his written Word, the Bible.

1 Qince Christ Jesus is Jehovah’s Chief Servant
and is most closely at one with his Father, therefore
the great Theocrat Jehovah has made his Son Christ
Jesns. the invisible or heavenly Head over the Theo-
cratic organization of spiritual Israel. To state it in
the apostle’s words, Jehovah “subjected all things
under his feet; and constituted hin a head over all
things for that congregation, which is his body, the
full development of him who is filling all things with
all”. (Eph. 1:22,23, Emphatic Diaglott) The con-
gregation of spiritual Israel is accordingly the “body
of Christ”, and they must be subject to him the Head,
as he takes the lead in doing the Theoecratic will of
Jehovah. (I5ph. 5:23,24) In this way the structure
of the people for Jehovah’s name does not conform
to anything in this world of Satan “the prince of
the demons”. Satan’s organization is a demonocracy,
opposed to Jehovah’s Theocracy. Today, after nine-
teen hundred years of taking out from Jews and
Gentiles the people for Jehovah’s name, a mere rem-
nant of this spiritual Israel of God is to be found yet
on earth. These of the remnant must now serve as
Jehovah’s people for the issue. But with them he is
now associating a multitude of consecrated persons
of good-will. They are, as it were, throwing them-
selves into the breach due to the small number of the
remnant, most noticeably so since 1931. They are
rendering valiant service on many fronts through-
out the earth amid this controversy that rages over
Jelhovah’s naine.

FEAR NOT

2 Owing to the activities publicly and also from
house to house by Jehovah’s witnesses, millions of
people in many nations are aware of the controversy
that is going on between Christianity and religion.
Many more than are known to us are sympathetic
toward Jehovah’s witnesses, but they have observed
the persecution to which the witnesses are subjected
and they are fearful of coming out openly and join-
ing the company of Jehoval’s people. They are thus
playing into the hands of the “god of this world”.
The death-dealing purpose of Satan is to put every-
body on earth in fear and hold them there, and thus

11. (&) Who has been appointed head over sﬂlrltual Israel, and what does
the congregation thereof constitute? (b) Who are now Jebovah's peopie
for the issue? and who are assuciated with them?

12 What keepe many observers from coming over onto the aide of Jeho-

vah's witnesses? and what 18 there to help them out of the difficuity?
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keep them under his demonocracy and away from
The Theocracy. But if anybody had real reason to
fear, it would be the ones who are the very targets of
the persecution, namely, the remnant of spiritual
Israel on earth. Something keeps them from being
fearful. What is it? and what is there to help all
these kindly-disposed persons all over the earth to
subdue their mental fears and come out in open com-
panionship with the remnant? It is God’s Word ad-
dressed to the remnant of spiritual Israel or spirit-
ual Jacob; and that Word was purposely reserved
for this terrifying time. Listen to it:

13 4Byt now thus saith Jehovah that created thee,
O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear
not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called thee
by thy name, thou art mine. When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned,
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” (Isa.
43:1,2, Am. Stan. Ver.) This is the word of no man,
such as the prophet Isaiah., It is the word of Al-
mighty God, the Creator, who created his people for
a distinct purpose and whose creation the massed,
all-out assault of the entire Devil’s world can never
destroy. Rather than destroy what God has created,
be that ever so small and weak and unpopular in
appearance, the Devil’s world will run into its own
destruction. The new world, made up of new heav-
ens and a new earth which Jehovah God creates,
will tread under foot the ashes of the destroved old
world: for the mouth of the Lord God has spoken
it. If lie assures the remnant of Jacob or Israel that
they have no need to fear, and therefore if they do
not fear, then let the multitude of persons whose mis-
givings of mind have held them back thus far be
sure that they have no reason to fear if they be-
come publicly the associates of the fearless reninant.

“ What Jehoval’'s witnesses are going through
now is like what they experienced during the World
War of 1914-1918. Then they were greatly harassed,
but they were not permitted to be destroyed. Foil-
ing the enemy’s murderous designs, Jehovah brought
his remnant forth to greater activity and accom-
plishment in his service, and formed them into a uni-
fied organization more thoroughly in harmony with
Theocratic rule. Hence Jehovah says to them, as
respects the future: “Fear not, for I have redeemed
thee.” He has delivered them from the bondage of
fear and doubt, and from abject subservience to
the religious and politieal organization of this world.

1% Since 1918 Jehovah has revealed that the rem-
13. Since it is Jehovah that is creator of spiritual Israel, then what is
certain as to the attempts of this hostile old worid? and why have favor-
'1“2} Ijggll(lll:\egd l?::lgﬂetom:r;\:?ocgn:g ‘;%"t?he rempant following the experi-
:Sece?u?ll":{.)‘xs. why {8 Jehovah's exbortation to fear not proper as respects

15. By what pame bas Jehovah called his covenant people? and why
nre thev iis?
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nant are a people for His name. He has called them
by a name, and all the names that the enemy call
them to vilify them before the world do not count.
In the long ago Jehovah called the patriarch Jacob
by a change of name, to wit, “Israel,” meaning, “rul-
ing with God.” Thereby Jehovah put his own name
upon Jacob; and now Jehovah’s remnant on earth
bear the name of “Israel” in a spiritual sense. Be-
ing created and formed by God, and being redcemed
from enemy tyranny by him, and being called by
the name which he has bestowed, the remnant are
His. It is further written to them: “Know ye not
that your bodies are the members of Christ? . . .
and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a
price: . . . be not ye the servants of men.” (1 Cor.
6:15-20; 7: 23) God’s new creation was not made for
the service of men of this world.

* The remnant of spiritual Israel and their good-
will companions are on the march to the new world
of righteousness. Nothing can deflect or turn them
aside from that goal or stop them dead from reach-
ing it. By the time they shall have pushed through,
they will be able to say in gratitude to God: “We
went through fire and through water: but thou
broughtest us out into a wealthy place.” (Ps. 66:12)
As long as they are assured of God's presence with
them by Christ Jesus, they are filled with good
courage and are willing to push onward, whitherso-
ever the Lamb of God leads them. Satan the Dervil
puts up barriers in their way, the biggest barrier
of which is yet to come, namely, the world organi-
zation for international peace and security under
religion’s supervision. The Devil has already turned
the valve and opened the floodgates of violence and
let loose a torrent of destructive foreces to over-
whelm and sweep the remnant and their compan-
ions into nonentity. We see now how, at Revelation
12:13-16, the Lord God foretold that the Deril’s
organization would persecute Jehovah’s “woman” or
organization, from and after 1918, It was there fore-
told how the “dragon” organization would impound
and organize within itself hosts of violent, Nazi-
Fascist-religious elements and that it would release
these in great force against Jeliovah’s witnesses on
earth who represent God’s woman “Zion”, his or-
ganization. The remnant and their companions now
see how the dragon organization did vomit out this
great stream or river of violent hordes against them,
especially from and after 1933, with the malicious
intent of carrying them into destruction.

" The undiminished activity of the remnant and
their companions to this day testifies that Jehovah
has been with them as they forged ahead through
the rivers. He has brought them through alive for
10. Whither are the remnant and companions marching, and what bar-

riers does Satan's organization put in their way?
17. What today proves that Jebovab has been with them as promised?
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his glorious service and purposes both today and
henceforth.

" The peoples of this earth have been like great
waters, alienated from Jehovah God. They have been
pouring down the river-bed that the Devil has carved
out for them toward the sea of death and destrue-
tion at the battle of Armageddon. As the children
of Israel under Captain Joshua long ago marched
between the Jordan river waters and across its
open river-bed into the Promised Land, so have
Jehovah’s witnesses of this twentieth century been
passing, for years since 1918, through the vast
waters of hundreds of millions of people. But in-
stead of being dissolved into a conformity with the
peoples of this world, Jehovah’s faithful servants
have kept their Theocratic form and unity and have
left a stupendous testimony to God’s name and
kingdom as they lLave been passing through. No
onrush of waters can sweep away the world-wide
witness they have given to His name and universal
domination; but many sincere persons have thereby
been halted from drifting down to destruction with
the worldly peoples. They have been turned aside
to safety and deliverance with Jehovah’s Theocratic
organization. God has not forsaken his devoted peo-
ple, but he will continue to be with them and will not
let the waters of this world overwhelm them in de-
struction.

* 8o as to reinforce us against fear of the enemy,
Jehovah caused the record to be made of how he
once permitted the emperor of great Babyvlon to cast
three of the faithful Hebrews into a super-heated
furnace for refusing to salute the emperor’s idola-
trous image. Then Jehovali caused the Son of God
to appear in the midst of tlie flery furnace with those
faithful Israelites, after which he brought them
forth whole, without singe, scorch, or smell even of
fire, thus completely vindicating them as true serv-
ants of the true and living God. To correspond with
that, the Almighty God has permitted his present-
day witnesses to be cast into the fiery furnace of
unjust affliction. persecution and intense trial of in-
tegrity at the hands of Satan’s henchmen who idol-
ize the political-religious state and other man-made
creations. In the midst of this “furnace”, whose heat
and flame increase, Jehovah’s witnesses are assured
of having his presence with them as represented by
his Son, Christ Jesus. And as the amazed world
outside locks on theyv behold that Jehovah is mak-
ing his promise true to his witnesses; for such fire
of persecution does not burn them to ashes or de-
stroy their integrity toward God. The flame does not
kindle upon them and devour their identity as Jeho-

. Through what ‘“waters” have Jehovah's witnesses been passing, and
lwshu’tr showgs whether these have overflowed them or not? &
10 How have they been passing through the *fire”, and what are the
facts as to whether they are burned or the flames kindle upon them?
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val’s witnesses who are rendering true worship
to him.

RANSOM

® Al] this is evidence that the Most High is not
ashamed to confess himself to be the God of those
who so faithfully worship him and follow his Theo-
cratic leadings. He is not ashamed to prove it before
all the universe. Says he to the remnant of spirit-
ual Israel: “For I am Jehovah thy God, the Holy
One of Israel, thy Saviour; I have given Egypt as
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in thy stead. Since
thou hast been precious in my sight, and honorable,
and I have loved thee; therefore will I give men in
thy stead, and peoples instead of thy life.” (Isa.
43:3,4, Am. Stan. Ver.) According to this declara-
tion, God will not spare world powers in order to
set his consecrated people free for His service and
worship.

2 In the remote past Egypt was the leading world
power and she, together with her allies Ethiopia
and Seba, dominated the earth. But Jehovah made
them all pay for their opposition to him. Egypt in
particular was guilty of holding the children of
Israel and refusing to let them go to the mountain
of God to worship Jehovah. She enslaved and over-
worked them as cheap labor and an inferior race.
Therefore Jehovah held Egypt, her firstborn ones
and her wealth as a ransom or security for as long
as she held his chosen people in bondage. When
Egypt refused to release them, Jehovah made her
pay the expense of costly plagues, until finally the
firstborn of man and animals were slain as the price
demanded unless she let his people go. And when
Egypt and her allies tried to drag the fugitive Is-
raelites back to slavery, them Jehovah exacted a
further npational ransom of Egypt, Ethiopia and
Seba, namely, the ignoble death of the flower of their
armies, charioteers and horsemen in the depths of
the Red sea. Those who plotted trouble, loss and de-
struction for God’s chosen people got the like them-
selves, and that at God’s hands. The proverb truth-
fully says: “The righteous is delivered out of trou-
ble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.” “The wicked
shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the trans-
gressor for the upright”—Prov. 11:8; 21: 18,

2 Likewise, now the unjust effort is made by the
visible organization of the “god of this world” to
hold Jehovah’s consecrated people down and to deny
them the freedom to obey his commandments and to
serve and worship him. This is bound to result only
in tormenting plagues from God upon this world.
God’s judgments as declared by his witnesses upon

20‘.dA.l t:) confessiona by Jehovah, of what ia all the foregoing an open
evidence?

21. How did Jehovah give Egypt as a ransom for the pation of Israel,
and Ethiopia and Seba in their stead?

22. How do the corresponding things apply to Jehovah’s consecrated peo-
ple now?
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the earth have been torturing to “Christendom” and
all the rest of the world, like plagues. But there will
be the final ransom toll to pay for further persecut-
ing and pursuing after Jehovah’s remnant and their
companions to drag them back into enforced service
of this world. That final toll will be destruction at
the battle of Armageddon. Whereas the world may
despise and hate Jehovah’s witnesses, vet Jehovah
loves his persecuted people, and he has honored
them to make them the people for his name. Hence
it is either the freedom of these whom God loves and
honors or the death of the men and peoples who
fight against Jehovah God and who try to debar his
yeople from serving and worshiping him. Since such
men and peoples persist in their oppressions upon
the reminant and their companions, they must die at
Armageddon. They will not be let stand in the way
of the establishment of Jehovah’s new world. Let
such ones be warned: Jehovah has not spoken in
vain to his own new creation, saying: “Therefore
will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.”

ASSEMBLY

2 Again the Holy One and Savior of Israel calms
and comforts us with a declaration of his good pur-
pose toward his people for the issue. Says he: “Fear
not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from
the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to
the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back:
bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth; even every one that is called by
my name: for I have created him for my glory, I
have formed him; vea, I have made him.” (Isa.
43:53-7) In view of this statement of divine pur-
pose, it is impossible for combined religion, politics
and commerce of this world to keep Jehovah’s peo-
ple, upon whom his name is called, from being gath-
ered out and brought into a oneness and unity, fully
organized. That their gathering marks the end of
the Devil’s world, Christ Jesus made certain in his
prophecy on the end of the world by saying: “And
then shall they see the Son of man coming in the
clouds with great power and glory. And then shall
he send his angels, and shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from the uttermost part
of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven.” (Mark
13: 26, 27) The elect are the anointed ones chosen as
a people for Jehovah’s name. The gathering of them
on earth has progressed from A.D. 1919 onward,
reaching a high point in 1931, when they announced
to the world their God-given name, “Jehovah’s wit-
nesses.”

= That they are the people created for the issue

23 \Why has it been impossible for this world to prevent the gathering
of Jehovah's people? and what does their being gatbered mark?

24, (n) For what has Jehovah created those called by bis name? and
into what were tbey due to be formed” (h) According to Israel'’s case of
old, wb) was pot tbe gatbering of Jebovah's mervants completed {n 1931?
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in Jehovah’s favor is certified. His declaration is
that all those called hy his name as his spiritnal
Israel he has created for His glory. Since not one
jot or tittle of God’s written Word shall fail till all
be fulfilled, nothing else could be expected at tlis
crisis in world history than that Jehovah would as-
semble the remnant of his name-people. Thereafter
he would form them into a Theocratic body under
his King Christ Jesus, who came into his kingdomn
in 1914. The assembling of these into an organized
unity of action and service has been done under the
direction of the holy angels who accompany Christ
the King. None of the demons under Satan has been
able to interfere successfully therewith. Although we
are fourteen years past 1931, the gathering of Jeho-
vah’s dedicated servants is not all ended. True 1t is
that the membership of the remnant of spiritual
Israel is practically made up; but let this be remem-
bered: In the days of typical Israel of old there was
a multitude of strangers or sojourners mingled in
with the natural Israelites and dwelling within their
gates, worshiping Jehovah with them. When Jelio-
vah brought forth Israel out of Egvptian bond-
age, a multitude of these fellow worshipers came
along out of Egypt and witnessed Jehovah’s strange
act over Egypt’s hosts at the Red sea. A thousand
years later, when Jehovah wrought a like deliv-
erance and released his exiled people from mighty
Babylon, a multitude of these good-will sojourners
or strangers came along and returned to Jerusalem
and Judah.

* Certainly, then, the gathering of the remnant of
spiritual Israel in these latter days connotes or
means along with that the gathering together also
of the “stranger” or “sojourner” class from the east
and west and the north and south, and establishing
them within the “gates” of the remnant’s organiza-
tion. It is exactly so, particularly from and after
1931, Now the gathering of these earthly persons of
good-will continues, and the distances from which
they are gathered continue to lengthen out, farther
to the south, and to the north, and to the east and to
the west. In every direction Jehovah God 15 calling
out: ‘Give up! Keep not back! Bring them from far,
ves, from the ends of the earth!” His call for the de-
livery is irresistible. Persons disposed to interfere
should call to mind Egypt’s fate, and Babvlon's.
Men and peoples and nations are of little conse-
quence when interfering with the fulfillment of Je-
hovah’s declared purposes.

MY WITNESSES, MY SERVANT

* Those of good-will, who want to co-operate with
the remnant of spiritual Israel, should keep in mind

2% In proof of that what has been progressing since that date? and what
should those disposed to intertere call to mind?

26. In order t¢ co-operate with Israel whom Jehovab has wmade, what
sbould those of good-will ascertain?
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God’s words concerning the remnant, namely, “Yea,
I have made him.” In order to co-operate with the
divine purpose, they must ascertain why the Creator
made the organization of his remnant for this time.
Just why He did so, the Creator states in his next
words, whiclh we consider:

2" “Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and
the deaf that have ears. Let all the nations be gath-
ered together, and let the peoples be assembled: who
among them can declare this, and show us former
things? let them bring their witnesses, that they may
be justified; or let them hear, and say, It is truth.
Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant
whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe
me, and understand that I am he: before me there
was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.
I, even I, am Jeliovah; and besides me there is no
saviour. I have declared, and I have saved, and I
have showed; and there was no strange god among
vou: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah,
and I am God. Yea, since the day was I am he; and
there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will
work, and who can hinder it?”’—Isa. 43:8-13, 4m.
Stan. Ver.

*® Thus a defiance is hurled by Jehovah at the en-
tire visible organization of the Devil. The opposing
claims of both sides involved in the controversy must
now be put to the test, and Jehovah calls for the
test. Satan the mimic clais to be god and the right-
ful one to rule the earth and all the universe. By the
worship of money or mammon and by the deceptions
of religion Satan has gotten all the self-seeking and
self-righteous and fear-struck people of this world
to worship him as god. To the largest degree that it
will ever be possible, he is now what the Seriptures
call him, “the god of this world.” He is determined
to hold on to that egotistical position. To that end
he plans a big strategic move for the period that
must follow the glohal war. His scheme is not hid
from the foreknowledge of the true and living God,
and Jehovah God has forewarned his people what
Satan’s scheme will be, namely, a system of inter-
national collaboration backed by military force for
the maintenance of unity, safety and tranquillity of
the nations of the earth.

* Satan the Devil has turned the desires of the re-
ligious clergy away from the kingdom of God and
has made them turn frantically toward this sub-
stitute for. God’s kingdom and to pray, work and
preach for it. They claim the global war will have
been fought in vain unless out of it comes this asso-
ciation of nations. It is either this, say they, or the

27 At Isaiah 43, just how does Jehovah state the public purpose for which
he has mmade ani trained his peopie for his name~

28 As to the controversy, for what is Jehovah there calling, and in
view of what future scheme of the great opposer?

29 (a) In_ what direction has Satan turned the religtous clergy? and
how does God's Word designate the object of thewr choice? (b) What
promised thing has Satan’s orgamzation failed to bring to his worshipers?
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world is lost and the peoples are doomed to a hope-
less future. But their very choice of this counterfeit
and makeshift for God’s kingdom will mark them as
deserving of destruction and will hasten their deso-
lation. Therefore this glorified thing, produced by
men’s hands misguided by the demons, is an “abom-
ination of desolation” before the Most High God.
It is the old League of Nations under a new plastic
face. That old League ended up with fiasco in 1939.
It accomplished no deliverance of the peoples. Dur-
ing all the long term that Satan has been the “god
of this world” there has been no deliverance of the
people who put their trust in his organization. The
promises and predictions made by religious clergy,
politicians, big business men and social reformers
that deliverance was around the corner to crown
their schemes have always failed. The “god of this
world” has failed all of his worshipers. He is a
“strange god” and cannot deliver,

* The people of this world have eyes of under-
standing, but the god or mighty one of this world
has blinded them to all visible proofs that Jehovah
is God. The proofs to that effect are found hoth in
the written Bible and also in the outworking of its
prophecies in well-known history. The people of this
world have ears of attentiveness, but they hear not
with any faith the message that God’s written Word
speaks to them. That same message God has caused
to be proclaimed in their ears by his commissioned
servants on earth, the remnant of spiritual Israel.
It is a time to face the facts. It is a time to be real-
istic by honestly acknowledging what such facts
mean and then acting in harmony with one’s best
and lasting interests. The cry of the politicians and
their clergy allies is for “one world” under an inter-
national arrangement. This being so, let all these
blind and deaf people of the world be brought forth,
and let all the nations and peoples be assembled to-
gether. Let the entire earth be converted into a great
courtroom for determination of the issue. Since the
end of World War I, in 1918, Jehovah God has given
the nations and peoples the opportunity for this, and
he will extend the opportunity into the peace period
to follow World War II. By all the swift means of
communication today the nations have the agencies
and the opportunity to set their joint case before
the whole world, in favor of the god of this world
whom they serve,

** In the great Court Jehovah God is the Supreme
Judge. Letting those who have brought complaints
against his people and who have falsely charged Him
and reproached His name be heard first, he calls
upon the interrelated world of today to put all its
WWho are the sightless ple having eyes, and the denf people

havlng ears, and how so? (b) Unto what must these be brought forth,
and the nations and peopies be gathered?

31. In tbe great Court proceedlngs‘ on what questions have their wit-
nesses been called to testify? and what has been the content of their
testimony*
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witnesses on the stand. The questions are put!
Where, in favor of the god of this world, can they
point to any deliverance by him in all the long course
of human history? Where have they ever come out
in favor of waiting for deliverance upon Jehovah’s
Theocratic Government by Christ Jesus, and when
have they advocated for it Where have they ever
predicted any deliverance and salvation for Jeho-
vah’s worshipers and for those who faithfully take
their stand alongside of the people whom he has
created and formed? We wait to hear the answer of
their witnesses to Jehovah’s challenging question:
“Yet who among them could foretell this, could an-
nounce it to us beforehand? Let them bring their
witnesses to prove them in the right, to hear their
plea, and say, ‘It is true.”” (Isa. 43:9, Smith-Good-
speed) The testimony of their witnesses in the reli-
gious pulpits, in the newspapers and magazines, in
the judicial courts, in the parochial and publie
schools, in the popular forums of discussion, has all
been to the contrary of anything good and practical
to come from the side of Jehovah and his Theocracy.
Hence they predict and boast of a terrible end for
Jehovah’s remnant and their companions. Stay
away from Jehovah’s witnesses or else you will get
what they get! Such is the dire warning from those
testifying for this world.

2 Now Jehovah God shows the honorable purpose
for which he made or commissioned the people whom
he created and formed. He has made them to fit in
this present conspicuous place in the great contro-
versy over the issue, Who is God and lience the Uni-
versal Sovereign? It. stands to reason that the one
who is God is he who can deliver, delivering his peo-
ple contrary to all human predietions and expecta-
tions, and in the face of opposition by the organiza-
tion on the other side of the controversy. Is there
such a God? As this question is repeated, the wit-
nesses for this world stutter, and stammer, and fail
to produce any convineing proof to cause others to
shout out, “It is truth!” Then Jehovah God turns
to the remnant who worship and serve him, and he
cries out to them by his Word: “Ye are My witnesses,
an affirmation of Jehovah, and My servant whom I
have chosen, so that ye know and give credence to
Me, and understand that I am He, before Me there
was no God formed, and after Me there is none. I—
I am Jehovah, and besides Me there is no saviour. J—
I declared, and saved, and proclaimed, and there is
no stranger [god] with you, and ye are My wit-
nesses, an affirmation of Jehovah, and I am God.”—
Isa. 43:10-12, Young.

* Tn that affirmation is found the name of the office

32. What questions set forth the issue over which the controversy ragea?
and how does Jehovah now state the purpose for which he commissioned
his created people”

33. How did Jehovah thus name his people® when was this specifically
adopted? and what gathering has progressed since?
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to which Jehovah God has commissioned his serv-
ant people, namely, “My witnesses,” that is to say,
‘Jehovah’s witnesses.” And this is the name, divinely
indicated, which the remnant adopted in 1931 by an
expressed and published Resolution, thereby to de-
clare their God-appointed position before all this
world plainly and unmistakably. And notably since
that action the Lord’s “other sheep”, the “stranger”
class, have flocked to the side of God’s remnant and
have caught up the testimony which these deliver
world-wide to the glory of Jehovah as the God of
deliverance according to promise.

* The remnant, together with their earthly com-
panions, are the followers of Christ Jesus, who set
the example as the Chief Servant of Jehovah in the
contest over the primary issue. Jesus never lagged
about bearing witness that Jehovah is God, both pub-
licly and in the homes of the people. Before the high-
est authority of the territory in which he witnessed,
the religious Jewish Council or Sanhedrin and the
secular court of the Roman governor Pontius Pi-
late, he did not fear to give true testimony on the
issue. It is recorded of Jesus Christ that he “before
Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession”. {1 Tim.
6:13) It was before Pilate that Jesus declared what
was the main mission for which he came to this
earth as a man, saying: “Thou sayest that I am a
king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world, that I should bear witness unto tlie
truth.” (John 18:37) He acted as Chief Witness to
the truth that Jehovah is the Deliverer and Savior
and “from everlasting to everlasting” The God. (Ps.
90:2) So firmly did he stick by this testimony that
he did not resist being handed over to the execution-
ers to be nailed to the tree. On the tree he submitted
to being reviled by Satan’s witnesses, the religious
priests and their dupes, who jeered: “If he be the
King of Israel, let him now come down from the
[stake; stauros], and we will believe him. e trusted
in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him:
for he said, I am the Son of God.”—Matt. 27:41-43.

* Although dying apparently forsaken of God,
Jesus’ witness concerning Jeliovah his Father was
true; for on the third day after his death Jehovah
raised this King of spiritual Israel from the dead,
delivering him from hell or the grave. It was thus
proved that Jehovah is God and that Satan is a
mimic god. Resurrecting Jesus was Jehoval’s might.
iest act of deliverance; and for Jesus’ courageous
and unswerving testimony in behalf of Jehovah the
Scriptures call Jesus “the Amen, the faithful and
true witness”. (Rev. 3:14; 19:11) He is the One
whom Jehovah has made the Head and Chief over

34 Who set us the example as chief witness concerning Jehovah's being
the God of deliverance, and how did such one do so?

35. In his own case, how did Jeaus’ testimony prove true? and what
title has therefore been given to him?
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his remnant of witnesses today at the height of the
controversy over the paramount issue. Jesus gives
command to the remnant in this day, saying: “This
gospel of the kingdom shalil be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations.”—XMatt. 24: 14.

¢ The remnant accept the responsibility which Je-
hovah lays upon them when he says to them: “Ye
are my witnesses, . . . my servant whom I have
chosen.” The remnant are ably seconded by their
good-will companions in meeting this responsibility.
Before the mentally blind and deaf people, and be-
fore all the gathered nations and the assembled peo-
ples, the remnant act as God’s servant under Christ
Jesus and bear witness to Jehovah as God. Savior
and Deliverer. They do not fail Jehoval’s purpose
in making them a “people for his name” and hence
his witnesses. They point steadfastly to the record
in the Scriptures where Jehovah has again and again
made a name for himself by delivering his faithful
servants in past tiimes. Using all the means for
preaching “this gospel of the kingdom”, they show
He is the only true and eternal God, without begin-
ning and without end, the almighty. They show that
by his now established Kingdom he will work in vin-
dication of his name and his universal domination,
and that Satan and all his world will not be able to
hinder Jehovah God or to deliver the wicked from
destruction at Jehovah's hands at the battle of Ar-
mageddon.

PRESENT EVIDENCE

7 Moreover, in themselves the faithful remnant
and their fellow witnesses, their good-will compan-
ions, have present evidence that Jehovah is the Sav-
ior and Deliverer. There is among them no “stranger”
or foreign god to whom to attribute salvation and de-
liverance. The Lord God calls attention to their
present salvation and deliverance which he exe-
cuted before the eyes of all the enemy world, by
next saying to the remmnant of spiritual Israel: “Thus
saith Jehovah, your Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel: For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and
I will bring down all of them as fugitives, even the
Chaldeans, in the ships of their rejoicing. I aun Jeho-
vah, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your
Kixg. Thus saith Jehovah, who maketh a way in the
sea, and a path in the mighty waters; who bringeth
forth the chariot and horse, the army and the
mighty man (they lie down together, they shall not
rise; they are extinct, they are quenched as a wick):
Remember ye not the former things, neither con-
sider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing;
now shall it spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will
even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in

36. How do the remnant prove they accept the responsibility Jehavahb
lays upon them? and who secoud them ably in this course?

37 Why is no outside proof necessary for them that Jehovah is God and
Deliverer? and how does Jehovah's next statcment call attention to this?
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the desert. The beasts [that drink at such miraculous
rivers] of the field shall hanor me, the jackals and
the ostriches; because I give waters in the wilder-
ness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my
people, my chosen, the people which I formed for
myself, that they might set forth my praise.”—
Isa. 43:14-21, Am. Stan. Ver.

** Jehovah says he speaks to the remnant of spirit-
ual Israel as “vour King”. This is because he took
his power and began reigning A.D. 1914, by putting
his King Christ Jesus on the throne. Since that
time and event “this gospel of the kingdom” must
be preached to all nations of the earth for a witness
before Satan’s world ends up in destruction. It is a
kingdom of salvation and deliverance, for its King
Christ Jesus is the One who died as a ransom for
men who believe. The remnant and their companions,
who preach and give this Kingdom witness to the
nations, do not need to point to the distant past long
before their day to produce an example of deliver-
ance by Jehovah God. The proof of His power to
deliver as God does not lie wholly in the ancient
days when he smote Egypt and brought the Israel-
ites through the Red sea and lured the Egyptian
army and mighty men and horses to their destruc-
tion in the sea. The proof of Jehovah’s Godship is
not limited to the time when he caused the mighty
world-power, Babylon, to fall and turned the Eu-
phrates river aside and spoiled the traffic of the
ships of the shouting Chaldeans on its waters. All
those things he did in order to deliver his people of
Israel from captivity in Satan’s Babylonish organi-
zation and bring them back to his holy city again
and its worship of Jehovah. That deliverance from
Babylon was a mew thing in Israel’s history when
compared with Israel’s ancient deliverance from
Egypt.

* No, Jehovah’s remnant and their companions
today are not obliged to remember and cite merely
such former things of old. Jehovah has wrought a
“new thing” in their case, since 1918, in proof that he
is the only true and living God, and has therchy made
them his witnesses. Babylon is the Devil's organiza-
tion which rides upon all peoples of the earth and
holds them in bondage to Satan. From this Babylon-
ish organization of oppression Jehovah by his King
Christ Jesus has made the remnant and their com-
panions free. Such deliverance by God’s spirit and
truth and worship has made these the only free peo-
ple on earth. They must yet travel in the wilderness
of this world before reaching the new world of right-
eousness, and they would faint and die of thirst

38. (a) Why does Jehovah expresv himself to the remnant as “your
King”? and to what ancient events could the remnant refer to prove him
to be the God of deliverance? .(b) What was the ‘“‘mew thing” which
Jehovah did for Israel of 0ld?’

39 (a) What “new thing’’ haa Jehovah performed for the remnant of
this day? {b) Who may drink of that which he now provides?
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were it not for Jehiovah’s demonstrating to them that
he is God. For their refreshment and reviving he has
caused a river of pure water of Kingdom truth to
flow forth from the throne of God and of his King.
Happily, the way in which Jehovah leads them runs
along with this continually deepening river of life-
sustaining waters. Whosoever will, be they like the
dragons and owls, or the jackals and ostriches, of
the wilderness, may come and drink thereat and then
give honor to the great Fountain of life-giving wa-
ters, Jehovah God.—Rev. 22:17.

“The “new thing” that proves Jehovah’s God-
ship and universal sovereignty will take on its most
convineing testimonial form in the near future, at
-to_(n_)-\\‘hen will this “‘new thing” take on 1ts strongest convincin

form? (b) What exhortation, therefore, is now due to the remnant an
to their (ompanions?
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Armageddon’s universal battle. That is when he will
perform his *‘strange act”, an act far mightier than
that at the Red sea, destroying all the wicked hosts
of Satan and for ever delivering the people whom
he created, formed and made for his purpose, and
their devoted companions with them. Oh, then, ye
favored remnant, do not miss your calling! Do not
fail of your divine commission. Act always in obe-
dience to the fact that you are, as Jehovah your God
says, “the people which I formed for myself, that
they might set forth my praise.” Likewise, ye “other
sheep” of the Lord, their companions, join ye with
this faithful remnant. Join ye in showing forth Jeho-
val’s praises by Christ Jesus, taking up the new
song which ye will continue, without interruption, to
sing on this earth “world without end”!

INTERNATIONAL REVISITS

calls”, apon groups of faithful friends, especially upon those

in foreign lands, and to see how they have gotten along since
last met with. Such a privilege fell to the lot of the president
of the Watch Tower Bible and Traet Soeciety, N. H. Knorr, ac-
companied by one of the Society’s directors, F. W. Franz, during
the spring of this year. Readers of this magazine will recall the
recent account in these columns of the airplane flights of these
traveling representatives of the Society down through Mexico
and Central Ameriecn and on down the west coast of South Amer-
1ca to Chile. With the conventions of Jehovah’s witnesses in
Buenos Aires, Sao Paulo, Montevideo, and Santiago de Chile
successfully accomplished, as reported in previous issues of The
Watchtower, thetr travel schedule called for back-tracking over
this air route.

The new Branch servant. also the former depot servant, and
several other Chilean brethren, braved the early morning hours
of Monday, March 26, to see Brothers Knorr and Franz off from
the Santiago airport. The day was beginning to dawn when the
warning bell rang, and all these brethren quickly expressed their
last well-wishings one to another, and our two departing travelers
boarded the northbound plane. The plane propellers whirr around
with a roar, the plane then wheels mnto position for its dash
down the long runway, and then as 1t speeds past the airport
buillding we wave at the windows to our brethren who are watch-
g for thetr last glunpse of us At 6-36 a.m. our plape lifts
off the runway, and we are ascending to cloudy heights, with
mountains to east and west of us To our nght the day 1s bright-
ening above the saw-tooth range of the Andes mountains; and a
golden glow ndicates where the orb of day may make 1ts appear-
ance, Soon the sun is peeping up above the cordillera It 1s not
very long before 1its entire glorious circle, for a time playing hide-
and-seek behind the peaks, 1s full up 1n the heavens and chasing
the shadows from the western slopes of the Andes mountains.
Lengthwise of the cordillera we continue to fly, feasting our eyes
upon snowcapped giants projecting their heads above the gen-
eral range.

In time we glide over a vast sea of clouds, obscuring our vi-
sion of the land below. The cloudy expanse stretches on and on
for more than two hours of our flight, but the )agged summits
of many mountains pierce their way up through the cloudy mass,
appearing like rocky islands in the midst of a biullowy sea of
white. Finally, after almost four hours of flying, we find our-
selves to be winging our way over the Pacific ocean, along the
precipitous coasthine of Chile, not permitting of any seaports
and where, according to the repert, it has not rained for forty
years. At 10:50 am we land at Antofagasta, Chile, where we
change planes. Then we negotiate two more hours of flying along

IT IS a happy privilege to be able to make revisits, or “back-

the bleak coast agamnst which the waves of the Pacific pound
ceaselessly, and past the isolated seaport of lquique, on to our
final Chilean stop, Arica. Here we go through required formal-
ities with our passports, because we are near the northern border
of this long land, and our next stop is to be in Peru. It 1s a
pleasure to drop down upon the airport at Arequipa, Peru, with
its gorgeous surroundings, most prominent of ali three awesome
mountains alongside one another all hooded with smow. From
there, except for an emergency landing which we made, it 13 a
straight three-hour flight to “the city of the kings”, founded by
Pizarro in 1535, namely, Lima, Peru. Here a surprise 1s await-
ing us!

It 1s about 6:45 p.m. when we disembark, to spend the might
at Lima. As we mount the steps of the airport building we are
hailed by two young men with beaming faces, namely, Albert
Mann and Jack Powers, both graduates of the Watchtower
College of Gilead and now on their way to posts of duty south
of here. Customs cleared, we meet, and they tell of being held
over tn Lama since last Saturday; and when space will be avai-
able for them on a plane southbound fromn here is conjectural.
The days have been somewhat lonely for them, and they are
surprised to learn there are brethren in Lima and are delighted
to be informed that we are to have a meeting with them that
night at 8 o’clock, according to prearrangement made on passing
through last February 26. A pleasant supper together at our
hotel, and then we take a tax: for a humble home on the Malecon
Rimae, along the Rimac niver. It 13 “Christendom’s” Santa
Semana (or “Holy Wceek”), and 2 religious parade with 1dola-
trous 1mages followed by Catholic devotees prevents our taxi
from crossing a bridge and requires our taking a long round-
about route to the home, and we are some minutes late 1n arnv-
ing. But brethren are at the gate to receive us, and when we four
enter the court and pass several family apartments to Intemor
No 9, we are delighted to find, not merely the eight of our pre-
vious meeting, but also six others. So there are new introductions
to be made, from both sides, but 1n no time we are all acquainted
and comfortably seated, some on the bed and others on chairs,
and ready for Brother Knorr's address. Instead of waiting out-
side for an hour, our taxi driver waits almost two, while King-
dom matters are transacted within Interior No. 9.

From the first Brother Knorr endeavored to turn our httle
gathering of eighteen to practical effect. He cited the Seniptures
to show the need of sending forth preachers of the Kingdom
gospel, and then magnified the privilege each consecrated one has
of bemng a publisher of the gingdom i these days preceding
the battle of Armageddon. The pubhishing woik includes not
merely the placing of literature for persons to read, but also the
calling back upon those who obtain the printed message and stir-
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ring them up to read it and starting book studies with them 1n
their homes. Thus, in places where a shortage of Kingdom Iit-
erature exists, as here in Peru, the consecrated ones can carry
forward their educational work among the interested people of
good-will and thereby put their ume and energies to good use
in God’s service.

Our Peruvian friends saw their privileges, and when Brother
Knorr laid the matter before them they voted for group organi-
zation as the Lima company of Jehovah’s witnesses. After a dis-
cussion of personal qualifications, Brother Knorr then appointed
our host, in whose home we were guests, as the Lima company
servant. He also made arrangements and gave instructions
for the proper relations of this first company to be estab-
lished in Peru with the headquarters at Brooklyn. The Lima
brethren were highly pleased. A number of them desired to be
immersed in water in symbol of consecration to Jehovah God
by Christ Jesus, and they also wanted to observe the Memonal
celebration of Christ’s death on Nisan 14, just two nights thence.
In view of the indefinite stay of Mann and Powers i Lima,
Brother Knorr instructed these two College graduates to meet
with the Lima friends at this same home next night, to help them
in further organization, and also to celebrate the Memoral with
them the following might, if possible.

At 3 o’clock next morning we are up, for an early departure
from Lima. and we drive out in the Pan-American bus to the
airport through the darkness. The paschal moon is seen hasten-
ing to 1its descent 1n the west. With words of mutual encourage-
ment we part from Brothers Mann and Powers, and climb into
our plane At 5:15 a.m. our mechanical bird of the air gets
safely off the ground and soars skyward. Lima 1s still cloaked 1n
darkness, but 1ts many streets and lmghway lights set out a pat-
tern of the eity for us against the darkness. Day comes on,
Tuesday, March 27, and we make the regular stops at Chiclayo
and then at Talara, the site where the first American o1l wells
on this continent were dug and where are now miles of ol
derricks. Then we pass the boider, flying toward Guayaquil,
Ecuador. As we enter over the area of the estuary upon which
Guayaquil lies, we encounter many clouds; for it 1s in the six-
months-long rainy season, from December to May. The many
watercourses and the luxurious fohage of the country testify to it

Leaving this principal seaport of Ecuador (without buying any
Panama hats there on display), we fly over many more rain-
clouds. Below us are the selvas tropicales, seeming 1mpenetrable
by man Sometime during the noon hour we pass over the equa-
torial line, and are again in the northern hemisphere. We look
down upon verdure-covered mountawns and plains, and the rich-
ness of the green is almost intoxicating. We come now over an-
other republie, Colombia, and land at Cali. After but a brief
stop we are once more on our way, this time on to the Panama
Canal Zone Considerably 1n advance of our approach to 1t our
plane windows are covered with blinders, for reasons of military
precautions; and when we land. shortly after 5 p.m., we find
we are 1n Balboa, C. Z. It has been a twelve-hour journey for the
day. Brother Rov W. Harvey, servant to the brethren for Pana-
ma, 1s at the airport to meet us after we emerge from the routine
of customs

PANAMA

For our meetings of tonight and tomorrow in Panama city,
Republic of Panama, the Latino Onente Hall, on Central Avenue,
had been engaged. It 1s on the second story of a noisy corner, and,
all window apertures being open for that tropical clunate, the
noise floated up from below into our hall; but present arrange-
ments did not allow for using the loud-speaker equ:pment, that
is, on Tuesdaymight. Owing to the presence this night of Spanish-
speaking brethren, unable to understand Enghlsh, 1t was decided
to conduct lectures sumultaneously 1n Enghsh and Spanish 1n the
same auditorium. The meeting opened with song at 8 p.m., and
then our assembly divided up. The Spanish-speaking group 1iso-
lated themselves in the forward part of the hall, where Brother
Franz addressed the small band of 16 n language they under-
stood. In the other section of the hall Brother Knorr addressed
109 1 English, recounting his business tnp through South Amer-
ica and calling attention to local matters of Kingdom service also
Thus all present were well served. Among those at the Spamsh
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lecture was a woman who the day before had been selling lottery
tickets on the streets of Panama eity. A publisher, decked with
announcement placards about the pubhc lecture on “The Meek
Inherit the Earth”, came along. The lottery saleswoman stopped
her, read the placard, and, on receiving an invitation, replied:
“I'll be there.” She enjoyed the Spanish lecture very much and
handed in her name for a back-call or revisit.

The public lecture, at 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 28, re-
sulted 1n the greatest turnout of the public yet experenced by
Jehovah’s witnesses in Panama. Incidentally, over in the ad;a-
cent American Canal Zone a distinction of races is observed, s
1n the southern United States; and the whites are designated as
“gold”, and the colored are designated as ‘“‘silver”. Except for
Brother Harvey and his wife, both bemng special-pioneer grad-
uates from the Watchtower Bible College, the Panama company
is all “silver”. But at the public lecture a number of “gold” came
in and sat among the “silver” to hear this grand message. Two
were sturdy young men wmn U.S. Government service, and one
an isolated sister from Texas, who, at Cocoli, happened to see the
lecture ad in the West Indies section of the newspaper. The
public kept on coming 1n until the total attendance mounted up
to 384. This was the first .occasion of Brother Knorr’s delivery
of the lecture “The Meek Inherit the Earth”. The entire audi-
ence listened with the best of attention and expressed great ap-
preciation thereafter. In the closing remarks the chairman, Broth-
er Harvey, announced that, at 9 p.m., the annual celebration n
memoriam of Christ’s death would be held 1n the auditorium,
and he invited all persons of good-will able to do so to remain
More than a hundred of the public did so, 1nasmuch as the Panama
publishers number somewhat over fifty, whereas the attendance
at the celebration numbered 235.

A tropical moon, the full paschal moon, was wisible through
the windows of the Hall as Brother Franz gave a brief Memonal
talk. Thereafter fifty who profess to be of the anointed remnant
who are baptized into Christ’s death partook of the Memonal
emblems of unleavened bread and wine. All the rest sat by re-
spectfully as observers. After the celebration Brother Knorr, as
chairman, mindful of the fact that Jesus discussed the Kingdom
service on earth after instituting the first Memorial, addressed
the audience for fifteen minutes on the work in Panama. He re-
joiced their hearts also by announcing that advice had heen re-
ceived just that evening that the ban on the Society’s representa-
tives and literature had been lifted both 1n New Zealand and in
Barbados, West Indies.

It was a season of nich heart-blessing, and joy was over-
flowing because of the good things enjoyed that evening The
unusual attendances at both the sessions gave tangible proof that
there 1s a large multitude of persons of good-wili tn Panama
who must yet be helped unto Jehovah’s Theocratic organization
under Christ Jesus the King.

COSTA RICA

Thursday, March 29, sees us again on our way, to new blessings
of gladness. With hlinds over the passenger windows, our plane
took to the air at 7:41 a.m., made its regular stop at David,
R P, and then contmmued on to San Jose, Costa Rica, where
it came to earth at 10:08 a.m. The Costa Rican Branch family
are at the airport to meet us, namely, the Branch servant,
Ted H. Siebeplist, and his wife, and Charles Palmer and wife,
all Watchtower Bible College graduates. After an early dinner
at the Branch quarters in the Barro Mexico, we strike out for
the railway station of the Ferrocarriles de Costa Rica. There
15 to be a convention at Port Limon this week-end, and thither
we must go. The regular mornmg train had already left at
10 o’clock, and we must therefore take the afternoon exeursion
train. Although we arrive at 12 noon, an hour hefore train's
departure, the six coaches thereof are crowded out with Costa
Ricans, all in high spints. A freight-tramn caboose 1s standing
detached ahead of these coaches, and finally by special arrange-
ment this caboose is opened up, and twenty passengers scramble
aboard, wcluding a Costa Rican pioneer, and Brother and Sister
Siebenlist and ourselves. The five of us sit up front on a length-
wise box-bench, opposite the conning tower of tbe caboose Our
little caboose 1s then hitched on to the tender of an oil-burming
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locomotora, and thus takes the premier position in the train of
seven cars.

Our traimn gets off to a good start; but climbing the grade from
San Jose (3,816 feet above sea level) to the Continental Diwide,
5,137 feet above sea level, just beyond Cartégo (4,930 feet above
sea level), proved too much for our hard-puffing engine. Giving
a final death gasp, it came to a dead stop some distance below
Cartigo and the Divide. So the last three coaches were detached
and left standing on the track, while our locomotora hauled us
up over the steepest grade. Then it forsook us and went back
to the three stranded coaches, hauled them up over the hump,
and finally, after a loss of forty minutes, we were all one happy
train agawn and reached Cartigo and the Divide and then started
the descent toward our final destination, Port Limon. At Peralta,
about halfway along the journey, we were obliged to change
cabooses. So, on through real jungle country our train went,
hugging the steep southern slopes of the mountamns, rumbling
at times through cuts barely broad enough for our narrow-gauge
railway to get through. We go through tunnels, and past beaut:-
ful waterfalls and mountain torrents, past banana groves and
coffee plantations. Just beyond Peralta, at Tunnel Camp we
skirt the heap of a destructive landslide of last year, which
buried the regular railroad tracks, and around which our train
goes on an emergency wooden trestle built out over the banks
of the rushing Reventazén niver. Our train creeps over it at a
snail’s pace as if fearful by excess vibration to unloose another
thundering landshde. Then along the scenic Reventazén we con-
tinue.

Night fell, as our train stopped at practically every one of
the many stations between San Jose and Port Limon. inclusive.
Our engine headlight it up the scenery ahead, and fireflies flashed
in the darkness outside our window, while we sat in the dark-
ness of the caboose. Some ten miles from Port Limon we come
1 sight of the Carihbean sea, lit up by the moon, and the palm
trees stand out in silhouette against this background. We arrive
at Port Limon at 7:45 p.m., thus having taken about seven hours
to cover the 103-mile distanec It is still Santa Semana, with
so-called “Good Friday” due tomorrow, and at Port Limon we
find all hotels occupied. and even our own hotel reservations
given away to others. Then the hberality of the Lord’s people
manifested itself, as a fanly opened up its home, of three rooms
and kitchen, and let us have two of its rooms and a double and
two single beds. and also furmshed us food. The Port Limon
company 1s all “silver”, figuratively speaking, but the true peo-
ple of the Lord therem have hearts of gold. Incidentally, the
next day a vacant guests’ house mn the American Zone along the
seaside was made available for us; and the following two nigbts
we were able to get rooms at a hotel. We rejoiced at the Lord’s
provision for his servants

Friday mght, at 7 p.m. biought our first contact with the
Port Limon company at therr Kmmgdom Iall. It was verv re-
fresking to hear these song-loving brethren make jovful melody
to the Lord. The attendance of visitors for the convention hifted
the attendance up to 131. After a well-conducted service meeting,
mcluding a demonstration, and followed by the Course in Theo-
eratic Mimstry, Brothers Knorr and Frarnz briefly addressed the
gathering. This was, 10 effcet, the start of the Port Limon con-
vention. Here now 1n this seaport was the first time that infor-
mation marching with placards fore and aft of the marchers
took place. Only about 25 marchers were needed to cover the
town, the rest of the 200 placards being placed 1n show windows,
and the other publishers engaging 1n magnzine and house-to-
bouse work., The information marching was in striking contrast
with the “Holy Week” religious parades with images Ten thou-
sand handbills were distributed, announcing the pubhe lecture
for Sunday on “The Meek Inhent the Earth”. Port Limon sat
up and took notice.

The afternocon of Saturday, March 31, was featured by Broth-
er Knorr's talk on “The ‘Commander to the Peoples’ ”, followed
by discourses on “The Theocratic Olive Tree” and “After the
‘Fulpess of the Gentiles’, What?” One hundred were in attend-
ance. The attendance rose to 192 for the evening sessions, listen-
ing to discourses on “A Living Sacrifice” and “Your Reasonable
Service”, and then to Brother Knorr’s remarks on Romans, chap-
ter ten, and on the growth of the Lord’s work in various lands

Fhe WATCHTOWER.

BrookLyNn, N. Y.

despite global war and repressive governmental measures. These
sessions, all in English, were held in the U.N.I.A. Hall (Universal
Negro Improvement Association Hall), just over the New Harlem
Bar and Restaurant,

Sunday morning, April 1, at the same hall, the baptismal talk
opened up the day’s sessions, and fourteen candidates presented
themselves. These marched out, crossed the town on foot, and
went over the hill to the palm-fringed shores of the Caribbean
sea, and were immersed far out in the waters of a shallow beach,
shielded from the breakers. Meantime the other conventioners
took up all the Port Limon territories, and all the placards for
information marehing were given their final showwng, and so
the town got a thorough coverage during the convention. The
service report for the two days showed 108 publishers out mn
the field, besides six pioneers, and four graduates from the
Watchtower College. Twelve subscriptions for The Watchtower
were secured, besides much other literature placed.

Sunday afternoon was marked by songs and field experences
at 2 o'clock, followed by talks on “A People for the Issue” and
“Ye Are My Witnesses”, by Brothers Palmer and Siebenlhst, re-
spectively. The publie talk at 4 p.m., by Brother Knorr, on the
subject “The Meek Inherit the Earth”, drew an audience of
382, thanks to the fine publicity by the Lord’s living witnesses.
The Hall was practically filled. The impression made by this
speech was very good, for, in response to the inwitation at the
close of the public address, an audience of 338 came back to
hear the evening speech by Brother Franz on “The Kingdom
Sabbath and Its Lord”. Interest in this subject was keen, due
to the activity and influence of seventh-day sabbatarans there
in Port Limon; and the address was much appreciated. Imme-
diately thereafter Brother Knorr’s words of admonition, conso-
lation and encouragement brought the convention to a heart-
warming close. The Port Limon brethren were very grateful
that his promise of the previous year at the San Jose convention
to come and visit them this year was fulfilled.

Monday morning many of the brethren were down at the rail-
road station to see us off on the regular morning train. To their
good wishes they added their further expressions of hberahty
to us 1n the way of 25 coconuts, 36 oranges, 36 bananas, and
some edible tuberous roots. At various stations along the road
we dropped off various home-bound brethren, to whom we waved
farewell. Again with great exhausting efforts our engine pulled
us over the Continental Divide, barely making the grade. Arriv-
ing 1n San Jose after six hours’ journey, we were delighted to
be housed at the Branch quarters for our stay in the aty.

In San Jose, capital of Costa Rica, the advertising of the
public feature of the coming convention began the previous Satur-
day. Here too on this occasion information marching with plac-
ards was 1ntroduced for the first time. This amazed the city,
and also roused up Hierarchical anger. One Roman Catholic
priest became so brave as to assault innocent women, smrting
a young pioneer gurl and also striking an elderly woman and
frightening her daughter at her side. He angrily snarled at
her: “You have no right to do that in this country, This 15 a
Roman Catholic country, and you ought to respect that fact”
The lady came back with “And you claim to be a Christian?”
at which stinging query the priest walked away Persons of the
onlooking publie said: “That prest is mad, gomng about and
striking bharmless women.” The elderly information marcher
explained that 1t was a Chnstian prnivilege to suffer thus for
righteousness’ sake.

The San Jose company of Jehovah’s witnesses is Spanish-
speaking, and the convention there, with the exception of Brother
Knorr's talks, was conducted in Spanish. The convention was
held 1n the small upstairs quarters of the local Kingdom Hall,
with the exception of the public address at the Teatro Capitolio
(Capitol Theater). The “Model Service Meeting”, of Friday
night, Aprl 6, set the c9nvention in motion, the Branch servant
acting as chairman. This was featured by two demonstrations
in Spanish presented by two special pioneers, Sisters Siebenhst
and Palmer, graduated from the Watchtower College. The first
demonstration was on “House-to-house witnessing”, and the
second was on “Making a back-call”, At the close of the service
meeting Brother Knorr addressed the company, using as his
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interpreter Brother Palmer, and also calling upon Brother Franz
to address the company, of 107.

The real keynote speech was delivered by Brother Knorr on
Saturday afternoon, April 7, on the subject *Your Reasonable
Service”. Saturday evening was filled full of spintual nourish-
ment with songs and field experiences, and addresses on “Unity
for the New World”, “Free Education for Men of Good-Will,”
and “Organized for the Final Work”. Attendance for the eve-
ning was 98, and 56 publishers reported time spent in field activ-
ity that day. In the midst of the eveming Brother Knorr an-
nounced the new book 1n Spanish, “The Truth Shall Make You
Free”, and also the Society’s provisions to get literature supplies
for the Costa Ricans, which cheered the conventioners greatly.

There was little time for general field activity on Sunday,
Apnl 8. The number who presented themselves for immersion
after the 8 a.m. baptismal talk by Brother Siebenlist was notable,
to wit, 29. These were transported in a hired bus to the San
Juan de Tivés river and baptized. Of these, there were eight that
had been interested and helped into the truth by the Branch
servant’s wife as a special pioneer. After the 9 a.m. service as-
sembly at Kingdom Hall, the brethren did information marching
and handbhll distribution on their way from there to the Teatro
Capitolio. The public address, advertised for 10: 30 a.m., was on
“Un Solo Mundo, Un Solo Gobierno” {“One World, One Govern-
ment”), and was delivered by F. W. Franz as a director of the
Watech Tower Society. The limited time granted us in this the
only available, suitable auditoriumm did not allow for an address
by Brother Knorr in a double-barreled English-Spanish presenta-
tion The public appearance at this address was very gratifying,
467 hearing the lecture through, with great attentiveness. At the
close a follow-up lecture for the commg Sunday was announced,
to wit, “Can Man Succeed as a World Builder?” to be delivered
in Spanish by Charles Palmer; and handbills were distributed
as the crowd went out and also 201 free booklets. Brother Knorr
enjoyed putting out 100 of these.

At the afternoon sessions 1n Kingdom Hall the attendance was
118, ncluding brethren from many parts of Costa Rica. Speeches
on “The King’s Marnage Feast” and “Increasing Your Privileges”
were effectively served to them. But with the evening there came
the chmax, and the best audience yet at the Kingdom Hall was
present to benefit by 1t, that is, 135. The place was quite crowded.
Brother Knorr began by delivering the speech on “Jehovah’s
Universal Sovereignty Vindicated”. Then, as farewell counsel
to the convention, he turned his attention to discussing Romans
13:11-14 and Galatians 5: 16-21. None of the Lord's consecrated
people tn Costa Riea, so he solemnly warned, can conform them-
selves to the moral principles of the world about them and ex-
pect to continue under God’s approval and with his Theocratic
organization. None should think that by devoting some time to
active service in the field they are free at other times to conduct
hidden lives in dissoluteness, fulfilling the lusts of the flesh which
are condemned 1n God’s Word. Such ones may put on a false
front for a long time, but unavoidably in God’s due time his
spirit, or his acuive force, and his holy angels, will cast them
out from among the Lord’s organized people and cut them off
from Iis service. The Watch Tower Society refuses to recognize
and use as its representatives any who copy the wanton course
of this world and live according to 1ts loose, double moral standard.

The conventioners were most grateful for such a courageous
and timely admonition. They gladly voted Brother Knorr to be
bearer of their Chnstian love and greetings to all further con-
ventions and assemblies along the way. Finally, let 1t be said, the
San Jose convention and that at Port Limon, taken together,
brought out the largest convention attendances yet reported in
Costa Rica. The public attendances, totaling up to 849, set up a
new high level indicative of the increasing good-will interest in
the Kingdom tidings. With four College graduates now dowm
there, and with two special pioneers, native Costa Ricans, being
appointed, and with all pioneers and company publishers giving
more attention te the work of revisiting the nterested people
and establishing home book studies, there is reason to believe
Jehovah’s “strange work” will move ahead in this fine country
as never before.
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FROM NICARAGUA TO GUATEMALA

Owing to Pan-American’s cancellation of the plane flight for
which we were scheduled several days later, it was necessary for
us to take advantage of a special plane passing through San Jose
for Mexico, Monday morning, April 9. The Branch famly accom-
panied us to the airport, but a number of Costa Rican brethren
were there also to see us off. At 11:23 a.m. our plane got into
the air and off to a rather bumpy flight. In a short time we
were flying over Lake Niearagua, which is nearly 100 miles long
by 40 miles broad. Active volcano ahead! The time is just about
12 noon, and there, obliquely to our left is Mount Ometepec, on
an 1sland in the midst of the lake, It is erupting as we approach
and belching out a big interweaving, billowy, dark-gray mass
Obligingly, our plane pilot steers us 1n a grand circle completely
around Ometepee, giving it a wide berth but giving us a full
view of its perfect cone-shape, whose sides slope down almost
to the water’s edge. As we circle the steaming monster the wind
disperses the immense cloud puff. Ometepec erupts every fiftcen
minutes; and as our plane now strkes out on a tangent north-
ward and we look back Ometepec puffs out another cloud

Shortly we land at Managua, Nicaragua’s capital, and then are
off again over Lake Managua, which is nearly 50 mles long and
25 miles broad. Tegueigalpa, Honduras, is our next stop. But
it is the stop after that to which we are looking forward, namely,
at San Salvador, capital of El Salvador, where the Societ:’s
representative, Roscoe Stone, and his wife have been nctified by
wire of our unexpected armval there today. On alighting from
the plane some few minutes after 3 p.m. we find them there to
meet us, but eight other brethren are there besides them Since
Brother and Sister Stone’s recent arrival in San Salvador. a
company has been organized, of about twenty, but due to finuncial
conditions not all of these could come out to the airport A priest,
garbed 1n somber black robe with pants underneath, hurg
around the fringe of our group. In English, not intended to be
understood by this “black bird”, one of the recently interested
San Salvador brethren said: “We peed your help down here
The people can’t get ahead, for they are oppressed by such as
that,” nodding his bead in the direction of the black-robed figure

Fifteen minutes of stopover allowed for only a brief inter-
change of a few items of interest between us, but, before we
boarded our plane, Brother Stone gave us a fairly comprehensne
report, from which we quote to inform our readers somewhat
on the progress of the work in El Salvador:

“Our cxperiences in the field indicate that the people of San
Salvador are eager to learn and have a great desire for educa-
tion. This, despite the faet that they are greatly oppressed and
discouraged by the Hierarchy and its dupes. The majonty of
the people here have never seen a Bible, much less read one
Many, however, have expressed to us their desire to read the
Bible. One day 1 stopped 1n a refresqueria for a fresco, and
one of the girls (a worker there) remembered me from the tirs:
time I was there shortly after our armival. She expressed sur-
prise that we were still here and asked 1f we would be here long
I told her we hoped to be here for some time, that we were
missionaries, and 1t was our desire to help the people 1n obtain-
ing a knowledge of the Bihle. She said sbe had always wanted
to study the Bible, but never had the opportumty I arranged
for a study with her and have had two good studies. She comes
to our house one morning each week, as she will not let me come
to hers. I dud not press her to let me come, as i1t embarrassed
her. Perbaps she has no home; however, she is clean and neat
and intelhgent. And now, by Jehovah’s grace, we have twelse
book studies between us, even though we have no books for
door-to-door witnessing. We have orders for a goodly number
of books, and look forward to starting many new studies tn the
near future. We have placed no books in the homes where we
have studies, and the people seem to be almost as eager as we
are for our literature to arrive. We bave found most of the
people here to be intelligent. They like to study, and grasp
thoughts quickly. They are very aware of their extremely poor
element of people, and are ashamed and hurt by the poverty
in their midst. However, they do not know what 1s the cause
of their oppression.

“Things are high here and it is hard for the people to live.
They all remark ‘Muy barate (Very cheap)’, when we show them
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the book and explain that it is placed on a contribution of
65 centavos. We played some records for some women in the
flower market, and in answer to their query we said that the
book is placed on a contrmbution of sesenta y cinco (65). I no-
ticed one woman looked very disappointed and sad. A few mo-
ments later she asked me again how much the book 1s. I replied:
‘Sesenta y cinco centavos.’ Her face beamed with joy as she
ordered a book, explaimng that she had at first thought it was
65 colénes (= 6,500 centavos). Our hearts went out to her as
we realized more and more how hard everything comes to them.

“YWhile witnessing with the phonograph from door to door
we played some records for the head of a prvate school. He
readily granted us permission to play the records for the stu-
dents. When we arrived at the school the following morning,
our newly-made friend received us gladly and we played the
records to more than one hundred listeners. The head of the
school ordered five Hijos [Children] for the students to have
in the library.

“While house-hunting, I stopped into a beauty shop to in-
quire directions. The owner asked me 1f we were here for long.
I informed her that we were missionaries and that we expected
to be here for a while. She asked our religion, and I told her
we were Jehovah’s witnesses. She said: ‘I am Jehovah’s witness
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too, and my sister who lives two blocks from here is Jehovah’s
witness too.” I thought she had probably read some of the hitera-
ture, and arranged for a study with her and her sister. I found
out at the first study that she and her sister were immersed about
a year ago at a San Franciseo [California] assembly. We have
a good study with them with from six to ten in attendance each
week. They have some knowledge and have confidence in the
Society.”

Refreshed by our brief visit with Jehovah’s people in San
Salvador, we hop on to Guatemala, arriving at 4:26 p.m. At the
city airport we learn that two College graduates, M. C Barger
and wife, arrived in town by a southbound plane just an hour
earlier. Though we do not meet them, we are glad they are on
their way and are due to reach their post of duty with the
Stones in San Salvador on the morrow. Our anticipated stop-
over of fifteen minutes turns into a delay of an hour end ten
minutes, as the plane is readied for a long jump, from here
(Guatemala city) direet to Mexico city, a flight of more than
five hours without stopovers. At 5:34 p.m., we take to the air,
and are on our way to our last stop. But details of our revisit
with the brethren of Mexico at the capital city we reserve for
a later account.

FIELD EXPERIENCES

THE SIXTEENTH TIME! (NOGALES, ARIZ.)

“Among many interesting experiences one concerning
the necessity of seeing that every home is called upon is
outstanding. This particular place is located at the top of
a very steep hill. No one was ever home. Neighbors gave the
information that both members of the family worked long
hours. The special publisher ¢limbed back to that place not
once or twice, but fifteen times, at different hours and days,
with no success Because that one house had not had a wit-
ness the territory remained unfinished. One Sunday after-
noon the publisher decided to try again, the sixteenth
time!

“Nearing the house the publisher was stopped by a man
desirinz the latest copy of Consolation and a year’s sub-
seription for the magazine. While the pioneer was filling
out the blank, a man came out of the house where previous-
ly no one was ever home. He started toward the gate,
stopped short, stared intently, and then shouted, ‘Hold
that woman right there! I'll be right back' The publisher
wondered if this man was friend or foe, but was very glad
that at last she was going to meet someone at that address.

“In a few seconds the man came back, holding the book
Choldren and some money. ‘You are one of Jehovah’s wit-
nes-es, I see,’ lie said. ‘Well, I want the latest publications
vou have since Children, both in English and Spanish, and
a vear's subscription for The Watchtower in Spanish for
my wife and the Consolation in English for myself.” While
this was being attended to, a third man came up. He was
evidently acquainted with the other two, who introduced
him as a preacher from another part of the state. Both
men began telling him how good and important these pub-
lications are. The publisher was astonished to hear the
preacher (Baptist) agree that the Watch Tower Society
did print the truth, and more astonished that he took a
copy of each of the magazines and the latest booklets, in-
cluding Religion Reaps the Whirluind. Back-calls were
arranged with both of these subscribers in the presence of

the preacher. A lively book study is being held at the
home where fifteen previous trips had netted nothing.”

“MY FIRST STUDY" (NEW YORK)

“] am a summer vacation pioneer thirteen vears of age.
While witnessing from door to door with the Watchtower
and Consolation magazines I had an experience that will
be of interest to all brethren who find it hard to start a
book study. While witnessing with the magazines in
a large apartment house I knocked on a door, which a
woman opened. I introduced myself and the magazines.
She replied that she wouldn’t be interested. I asked her if
she ever read any of the Watchtower publications. She then
inquired if this was the Watchtower, to which I replied,
‘It is.’ She invited me in, took both magazines, and con-
tributed fifty cents. I explained that the contribution for
the magazines was ten cents, but she insisted that I accept
her contribution. I had the book ‘The Truth Shall Make
You Free’ with me, presented it to her, told her what it
contained, and asked her to read it, as I would call back
to see how she liked it. So she invited me to come the fol-
lowing day, so that I could help her study 1t. The following
day I called back with the question booklet and the ‘sword
of the spirit’ Bible. When I inquired whether she possessed
a Bible she said that she didn't. I immediately took out the
Watchtower edition Bible, explained the concordance and
marginal reference, and told her how it was obtainable on
a dollar contribution. She was overjoyed, and said that
she would like to have it the next time I visited her. She
wanted to know whether she could subscribe for The Watch-
tower and Consolation not only for herself but for her
niece as well. I informed her that she could; again she was
filled with satisfaction. We went on with the study, which
she enjoyed tremendously. The study was soon over, when
she said that she could hardly wait till next week to con-
tinue to study the Bible and the book. By Jehovah’s grace
and to the honor and glory of his name, I thus started my
first study with a meek and teachable person of good-will.”



