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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - lsaian 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things,
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason
of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and without the
right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jesus
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature
and above every creature’s name and clothed him with all power
and authority;

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION 1s a Theocracy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Oflicer thereof and Is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear;

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A.D. 1914, and the Lord
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to
the establishment of the “new earth” of the New World;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can
come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under Christ,
which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great act is the
destruction of Satan’s organization and the complete establish-
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry
out the divine mandate to ‘““fill the earth” with a righteous race.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the

people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed

in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically
designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-wilL
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to ald In such studies. it publishes
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction in the Secriptures.

It adheres strietly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, partics, sects
or other worldly organizations, It is wholly and without reserva-
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved
King. It is not dogmatie, but invites careful and critical examina-
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in-
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OF THE BIBLE who by reason of
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made once each year. stating the reason for so requesting it e are
lad to thus aid the needy, but the writtep application once each year
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“UNITED KINGDOM ANNOUNCERS” TESTIMONY PERIOD

The four-month-long Tutchtower campaign ends with this
“United Kingdom .Announceis” Testimony Period during the
entire month of April. It should erown with triumph the objectives
of the campaign. By the maintenance of umted activity of all
Kingdom announcers, under Jehovah’s blessing, 1t will do so.
Keep to the fore always, therefore, the campaign offer, to wit,
a year’s subseription for The Watchtower together with the free
book “The Kingdom Is at Hand” and the free booklet One World,
One Government, at the special rate of $1.00. We want our regular
Watchtower readers to know that a share 1n this campaign is open
to them, and if they will wrnite 1n to ns expressing their desire
we shall take pleasure in putting them in touch with an organized
company with whom to co-operate. Each one should also make out
bis report of activities, that such may be included 1n the
compihtion of the general results tbroughout the land for this
blessed campaign.

USE RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

The blank sent you one month before expiration of your
Watchtower subseription should be filled out and returned to the
Brooklyn office or to the Branch office in the country where you
reside. Servants in the companies, and individuals, when sending
in renewals for The Watchtower, should always use these blanks.
By filling in these renewal blanks you are assured of the continua-

tion of your Watchtower from the time of expiration, and with-
out delay. It will also be a great help 1f you sign your name uni-
formly, and note any recent change of address, on the renewal shp.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of April 1: “The King’s Purge Agamst Religion,”
71 1-19 inclusive, The Watchtower March 1, 1945.
Week of Apnl 8: “The King's Purge Agawst Religion,”
1 2041 inclusive, The Watchtower March 1, 1945.

MEMORIAL CELEBRATION

The time to celebrate the Memorial this year is after 6 p.m.,
Standard Time, on Wednesday, March 28. At an agreed hour, let
each company assemble on that night, and the anointed ones there-
of partake of the emblems, their companions the “other sheep”
being present as observers. Before the Memonal emblems are par-
taken of, let 8 competent brother deliver a brief discourse extempo-
raneously or read paragraphs selected from past Watchtower
articles on the Memorial to those assembled. Since the breaking of
bread and drinking of wine both symbolize the death in whieh
Christ’s body-members share, both the bread and the wine should
be served together at partalang, the bread being unleavened and
the wine red. Most certainly Jesus and his diseiples used red wine
to correspond with his blood poured out in death, and we should
harmomuze with them. Let all companies or groups report their
celebration, showing both the total attendance and partakers.
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ANNOUNCING JEHOVAH'S KINGDOM

Vor. LXVI

Marcu 1, 1945

THE KING'S PURGE AGAINST RELIGION

“And if any one thinketh that he worshippeth God [ministers to God),and doth not restrain his tongue,

but lus heart deceiveth him; his worship [ministry] is vain. For the worship [ministry) that is pure and

holy before God the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction, and that one
keep himself unspotted from the world.”—Jas. 1:26, 27, Murdock; Lamsa; Luther.

¢¢ TEHOVAH has strengthened” is the meaning
] of the name “Hezekiah” or “Hizkijahu”. The
one king who bore that name was a whole-
hearted worshiper of the true and living God, whose
nane is “Jehovah”. The only true God is against
all religion; and the king's name, Hezekial, proved
to be prophetic of him in his kingly deeds, for Jeho-
vah strengthened Hezekiah to clear out religion
from the kingdom of Judah. Tn all the kingdom there
was not a more courageous and aggressive foe
against religion, which religion is the curse of any
kingdom or government. Let all religionists object
now to this declaration, just as their forefathers
did twenty-six centuries ago; but the facts of the
reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, prove the truth
of this. The facts also show the benefit to a people
and nation of getting rid of the accursed thing,
religion.

? There is no king on earth today, not even in
so-called “Christendom”, that has the fearlessness
and conviction of heart to take the course that
Hezekiah did. As a result all of “Christendom” and
her many peoples continue eating the bitter fruits of
the practice of religion. Their kings fight against
Jehovah God and hence do not Lave His backing.
But there is one king in the universe whom Jehovah
has strengthened to defy rulers and peoples and to
take righteous action against religion. That king of
Jehovah was in fact prefigured by King Hezekiah.
This means that Hezekial’’s antireligious action fore-
shadowed like action by Jehovah’s mighty King in
these days. Who are the people that today enjoy the
benefits of such a purge? The investigation reveals
there is one such people. They are a lone people, com-
paratively few in number. Ask the religionists who
they are; for this outstanding people draw the fire of
all the religionists and their religious gods. A clue

1 How did Hezekiah’s name prove to be prophetic of his kingly deeds?

2. (n) What king in_ “Christendom™ or elsewhere has the courageous
copviction to take the action ke Hezekiah's? (b) What people today
enjoy the benefit of bis purge against religior, and how may we determipe
their 1dentity?
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to guide truth-seekers to the correct answer is found
in this: That the ancient king whose name means
“Jehovah has strengthened” became, by his un-
compromising course of action, the foremost witness
of Jehovah of those critical days.

* When Hezekiah came to the throne of the little
kingdom of Judah, midway between Lgypt and
Assyria, religion was in dominance in all the earth,
as fully so as in A.D. 1914. Religion was confined
not just to Egypt and Assyria, but on Judal’s
northern border was the neighbor kingdomn of
Israel, composed of brother tribes to Judah, and it
had gone over to religion, which is demonism. Con-
sequently that apostate kingdom was near to ruin
and Hezekiah was soon due to see it destroyed by
Assyria. On the west border of Judah was the nation
of the Philistines, never anything but religionists,
worshipers of demon gods. Yet there was religious
pressure still closer to home than all such demon-
worshiping neighbors, for even the throne of the
kingdom of Judah had gone over to indulging in
religion. Yes, Hezekiah’s own father had forsaken
the worship of Jehovah God and had corrupted the
entire kingdom by enforeing religion upon it, religion
of the basest kind. The effects of this were ruinous
to the nation, as the candid facts of Bible history
show.

* The little independent kingdom of Judah lost the
strength which comes from the true worship of the
Most High God. It became the ball to be batted
around by the religious foes, north, west, and south.
There was nothing that could save it from being
swallowed up whole by the great contending world-
powers except one thing, and that was, the clean
abandonment of religion and the return to the pure
worship of the Lord God. The choice lay between
religion with destruction and Jehovah’s worship
with national salvation. This fact is of the highest

3. At Hezekiah's coming to the throrne, to what extent was religion
in dominance in all the earth?

4. What was the only thing to save the kingdom of Judah? and why
must individuals today consider thia important fact and act wisely®
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importance to notice. The nations of “Christendom”
are unchangeably ecommitted to their ways, and are
too far gone to take this truthful faet to heart and
amend their course. Their destruction at Arma-
geddon is elearly in sight. It is left for individuals
among such doomed religionized nations to take
heed to this fact and to take personal action, with
the wisdom of King Hezekiah. Then thiey will receive
personal benefit, regardless of what befalls the
nations. Hence each individual, feeling responsibility
personally for his own destiny, will consider the
written record of Hezelkiah’s decisive course, mind-
ful of this divine statement concerning Hezekiah’s
nation: “Now all these things happened unto them
for ensamples: and they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”
—1 Cor. 10: 11, 6.

* The inspired record of Chronicles was, for con-
venience, divided into two parts, namely, First
Chronicles and Second Chronicles, and was written
in completeness after the independent Theocratic
kingdom of the Israelites had been overthrown.
Being written from the standpoint of what the influ-
ence and value of Jehovah's worship was respecting
the nation, the Chronicles account surveys and gives
us the proved facts concerning the disastrous effects
of religion upon a most highly favored nation. Hence
the record about Hezekiah’s acts in behalf of Jeho-
vah’s worship and his acts against demonism or
religion is found in greatest detail in 2 Chronicles,
chapters 29-32. A corresponding record is found at
2 Kings, chapters 18-20, but witl less detail and less
emphasis on Hezekial's reconstructive work toward
Jelhovah’s worship. In the days of this faithful king
the outstanding prophets of Jehovah were Hosea,
Isaiah and Micah, and doubtless these three had a
great bearing upon the course chosen by the king.
The reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah, is therefore
a marked period deserving of our earnest study,
because it cast shadows that are proplietic of history
that is made in our times.

® “Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and
twenty yvears old, and he reigned nine and twenty
years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was
Abijah, the daughter of Zecharial. And he did that
which was right in the sight of the Lorp, according
to all that David his father had done.” So reads
2 Chronicles 29: 1, 2. Hezekiah was a descendant of
King David, the first king out of the tribe of Judah;
and David, when reigning at Jerusalem, was said
to be ‘sitting upon the throne of Jehoval’. His son
Solomon “sat on the throne of Jehovah as king
instead of David his father, and prospered; and all
Israel obeyed him”. (1 Chron. 29: 23, Am. Stan. Ver.)

5 From what standpoint were the Chronicles written? and why s
Hezekial's reign a marked period deserving of our study?

6. In what special capeacity did Hezekiab reign, and why?

BrookLyxw, N. Y.

Thus Hezekiah, a successor also of Solomon. sat
upon the throne of Jehovah as the visible repre-
sentative on earth of the Most High God. He reigned
by the grace of God, a thing which the religious
kings of “Christendom” claim to do, but without
Scriptural foundation. Hezekialh was anointed king
by God’s high priest in Israel. He reigned at the
city where Jehovah had chosen to put his name by
having his temple located there.

" To Hezekiah on his throne this commandment of
Jehovah applied: “And it shall be, when [the king]
sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall
write him a copy of this law in a book out of that
which is before the priests the Levites: and it shall
be with him, and he shall read therein all the days
of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lorp [Jeho-
vah] his God, to keep all the words of this law and
these statutes, to do them: that his heart be not
lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not
aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or
to the left: to the end that he may prolong his day~
in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the nidst of
Israel.” (Deut. 17:18-20) Such law of conmand-
ments which the king must study and by which he
must himself be governed was the law of God’s
covenant made with Israel through the prophet
Moses. For all these reasons Hezekial's kingdom
was a typical Theocracy; that is, it was a visible
government subject to Jehovah God as the real
King, and in such government the visible king on
the throne at Jerusalem must execute the law of
The Tleocrat, Jehovah.

THE GREATER HEZEKIAH

*In such relationship to the great Theocratic
Ruler, Jehovah, King Hezekiah pictured or pre-
figured Jehovah’s anointed Iing, namely, Christ
Jesus. Hezekiah's kingdom was typieal, and vears
after his death it passed away. Christ Jesus’ king-
dom is the real Theocratic Government, and its
duration is as eternal and imperishable as is its
King, who is immortal, having the “power of an
endless life”, “Of the increase of his government
and peace there shall be no end.” {Isa. 9:6, 7) Hence
Hezekial’s coming to the throne of the typical king-
dom in 745 B.C. pictured Christ Jesus’ being installed
in the throne of the heavenly Theocratic Govern-
ment by Jehovah A.D. 1914. (See the proof of this
date in the book “The Kingdom Is at Hand”.) As at
Hezekiah’s coming to power the religious rule of his
predecessor Ahaz ended, so in 1914 the lease of
power of the Gentile nations to rule the earth,
particularly through religious “Christendom”, ran
out. Those “times of the Gentiles” Jehovah had

7. What commandment as to law study applled to the king® and why
was Iezekiah's kingdom a typical Theocracy?
8. What did Hezekiah's coming to the throne

in 7435 B C. picture,
and why?
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permitted for 2,520 years, during the last fifteen
centuries of which the nations of “Christendom” had
pretended to rule by the grace of God. With the end-
ing of such Gentile times in 1914, the time came for
Jehovah to put his real Theocratic Government in
action by Christ Jesus. Jehoval’s time came for him,
by His kingdomn, to clear his name against the
nations which had blasphemously laid claim to his
name and which had grossly misrepresented him
toward their subjects.

°® Since Hezekiah foreshadowed Christ Jesus as
King, then the acts of Hezekiah during his reign
would set a pattern of what Christians might expect
Christ Jesus to do when he is enthroned and receives
anthority and the eommand to rule in the midst of
his enemies. (Ps. 110: 1, 2; Rev. 12: 10) It is marvel-
ous to see the agreement and correspondency of the
facts since 1914 with what facts are recorded con-
cerning King Hezekiah. This stands as further con-
vineing proof that “the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand” and that his King Clirist Jesus reigns in the
Theocratic Government. Therefore we cannot afford
to close our eyes to such corresponding facts, for
thev vindicate Jehovall's infallible Word and his
Kingdom purpose.

* Hezekiah’s course was a sudden, swift about-
face from that of his father and predecessor Ahaz.
It was a course in harmony with that of the ‘man
after God’s own heart’, King David; and hence Heze-
kiah is spoken of rather as the son of Dawvid than
as of King Alaz. The account concerning Hezekiah,
as briefly given at 2 Iings 18: 3-6, says: “And he
did that which was right in the eves of Jehovah,
according to all that David his father had done. He
removed the high places, and brake the pillars, and
cut down the Asherah: and he brake in pieees the
hrazen serpent that Moses hiad made; for unto those
days the children of Israel did burn incense to it;
and he called it Nehushtan [not Nalash, meaning
‘serpent’, but Nelushtan, meaning ‘a piece of brass’].
He trusted in Jehovah, the God of Israel: so that
after hin was none like him among all the kings of
Judah, nor among them that were before him. For
he clave to Jehovah; he departed not {from following
him, but kept his commandments, which Jehovah
commanded Moses.”—m. Stan. Ver.

"Hezekiah’s speedy action against those entice-
ments of religion and his enforcement of the com-
mandments of Jehovah God remind us of Christ
Jesus. As soon as he was brought forth in 1914 as
the Theocratic King to act for Jehovah, he at once
moved against the organization of religion. He

9. Of what, then, do Hezekiah's acts set a pattern? and how is further
proof thus provided that “the kingdom of God is nigh at hand”?
10 According to the record of 2 Kings, what course did Hezekiah
adopt fromn the start of his reign?

11. Ot what does Hezekiah’s prompt action remind us®? and who must
now contend against the presence of religions hokts?
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promptly began the “war in heaven” against the
hosts of religion up there, namely, Satan the Devil
and all his demon angels. These he cast clear out
of the heavenly heights and down to the vicinity of
this earth. (Rev. 12:1-12) Therefore it is here at
the earth that religion and everybody and every-
thing connected with it must yet be dealt with finally
by Jehovah’s King Christ Jesus. Those Christian
saints who have been raised from the dead to a
heavenly union with Christ Jesus since the estab-
lishment of Jehovah’s kingdom do not have to con-
tend with religion and its forces np there, as the
holy angels were obliged to do since Satan rebelled
at the garden of Eden. (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-7) But the
consecrated followers of Christ Jesus yet alive on
this earth as Jehovah’s witnesses, these do have to
contend with religion’s hosts. But Christ Jesus, their
reigning King, is with them and their companions,
and leads them in the conflict between God’s truth
and worship and the opposers thereof, error and
religion.

TEMPLE REOPENED

2 Today “Christendom” is faced with the necessity
of a postwar global arrangement. Her nations are
payving great deference to religion and its leading
representatives, particularly those representing the
religious-totalitarian Vatican City. After the Dum-
barton Oaks Conference of 1944, near Washington,
D.C., which drew up a suggestion for world organ-
ization, the United States Department of State
invited the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in America
and other religionists to comment upon the suggested
plan. A convocation of Roman Catholic archbishops
and bishops meeting at the nation’s capital have
done so and published their comment and recom-
mendations. We ask, Was this according to the
pleasure of the Greater Hezekiah, Christ Jesus the
King?! For an answer, it is only necessary to note
that when Hezekiah ascended the throne of Judah
he threw out religion. He knew religion for what
it was. Grieved at the reproach it had brought upon
Jehovah’s name and the deadly damage it had done
to His typical Theocratic organization in Israel,
Hezekiah took steps to purge it out from among
God’s covenant people. In the very first year of his
reign he did that which distinguished his reign and
which showed his likeness to Christ Jesus, regard-
ing whom it was prophesied: “The zeal of thine house
hath eaten me up,”—Ps. 69:9.

* Relative to Hezekiah the Bible says: “He in the
first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the
doors of the house of the Lorp [Jehovah], and
repaired them.” (2 Chron. 29:3) This is not saying

12. How does ‘“Christendom’ in planning for the postwar world differ
from Hezekiah in bhis course?

}13 W,uen during his reign did Heszekiah open the doors of the Lord's
ouse
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that Hezekiah was made king in the first month of
the year. As ordained by Jehovah God through
Moses, the vear of God’s covenant-people began with
the month Nisan, which, roughly, corresponds with
our month of April. (Ex. 12:1,2; Deut. 16:1) The
first occurrence of the month of Nisan after
Hezekial'’s hecoming king was when he began to do
this notable thing. In fact, a comparison of the time
given in Chronicles with that in 2 Kings, chapters
16-18, indicates that I{ing Hezekiah reigned two
years jointly with his father King Ahaz. (See the
chart on page 174 of “The Kingdom Is at Hand".)
Whether this two-year regency of Hezekiah was
because King Ahaz was set aside by the interference
of the king of Assvria, the Bible does not say. How-
ever that be, the fact is clear that there was a period
of time between Hezeliiah’s becoming king and his
coming to the temple work in the early spring-month
of Nisan. Also, his entire reign being twenty-nine
vears long, it was early in his reign, suddenly, with
a priority ahead of the economic or military affairs
of the nation, that he came to Jehovah’s temple at
Jerusalem,

* This significant action of Hezekial’s reign fore-
shadowed an event that was also later foretold by
the prophet Malachi, saying: “Ye have wearied Jeho-
vall with your words. Yet ye say, Wlherein have we
wearied him? In that ye say, Every one that doeth
evil is good in the sight of Jehovah, and he delight-
eth in them; or where is the God of justice? Behold,
I send iy messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ve seek, will
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of
the eovenant, whom ve desire, behold, he cometh,
saith Jehovah of hosts. But who can abide the day
of his coming? and who shall stand when he
appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like
fullers’' soap: and he will sit as a refiner and purifier.”
(Mal. 2:17;3:1-3, Am. Stan. Ver.) Nineteen hundred
years ago when Christ Jesus came to the temple after
his tumultuous ride into Jerusalem and cast out the
money-changers and business racketeers from the
temple, that was only a miniature fulfillment of
Malachi’s prophecy. Christ Jesus was not then reign-
ing as King, as Hezekiah was when Hezekiah came
to the temple and took the situation in hand there.
Hence the complete and final fulfillment must be
after Christ Jesus becoimnes acting King for Jeho-
vah A.D. 1914. At Jesus’ first coming, his entry into
the temple and clearing out the undesirables was
three and a half years after his baptism and his
anointing with the spirit of God. Correspondingly,
his coming to the work of the great spiritual temple

of God was that much time after his being given
14 In what language did Malachi foretell the antitype of what

Hesekiah thus did? and how do we figure out the time of the final
fulfillment of Malachi's prophecy?

BroorrLyx, N. Y.

authority to rule as King in the heavenly Zion,
namely, three and a half years from the fall of 1914,
or in 1918. Just as King Hezekiah began his temple
activities in the spring of the year, in the first
month of God’s appointed year, so was the coming
of the Greater Hezekiah, Christ Jesus, to the spirit-
nal temple of God in the spring of 1918. The facts
bear this out.

* But why was there need for Hezekiah to open
the doors of the house of Jehovah God and to repair
them? It was because of the damaging effects and
intolerant aggressions of religion against the true
worship, the prescribed service of the living God.
Jehovah. When Hezekiah became king, there was
need of a great reconstruction work throughout all
the realm of the kingdom, owing to the inroads and
desolations that religion had made in the land. The
Theocratic law which should have governed and
controlled the action of the preceding king, Ahaz,
was disobeyed and Ahaz turned from Jehoval's
worship and law and commandments and sold him-
self to religion. He yielded himself to the wicked
demons under Satan in order to break up Jehoval’s
Theocratic organization from within and to put
down His worship therein. Hence Ahaz shut the
doors of the temple at Jerusalem. Listen to the
record of the religious zeal of King Ahaz:

* “For he walked in the ways of the kings of
[apostate] Israel, and made also molten images for
Baalim. Moreover he burnt incense in the valley of
the son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the
fire, after the abominations of the heathen whom the
Lorp [Jehovah] had cast out before the children of
Israel. He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the
high places, and on the hills, and under every green
tree.”” When the enemies of the kingdomn of Judah
tried to crash in this independent nation, the rival
kingdom of Israel from the north, and Syria from
the northeast, the Philistines from the west, and the
Edomites from the southeast, then King Ahaz
showed the effect of religion upon him. He displayed
worldliness; he indulged in spiritual adultery on a
national scale by seeking to buy help from the
political world-power, Assyria. He sought such
mercenary worldly help at the expense of Jehovah’s
temple; but it only put his country in a position
like that of the recent puppet states of Nazi Ger-
many’s dictator. He was hurt more than helped.
—2 Chron. 28:1-21.

" The record of religion’s ruinous effects upon a
nation says concerning Ahaz: “And in the time of
his distress did he trespass yet more against the

15 Why was there need for Hezekiah to open the temple doors and
repair them?

16. What does 2 Chronicles say concerning King Ahar’ religions zeal?
and to what course did it lead him during the bpational emergency®
17. What does 2 Chrobnicies say regarding the effect of Ahai' religious
practices? and henir what did Hesekinh see the need of on ascending
the throne?
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Lorp [Jehovah]: this is that king Ahaz. For he
sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus, which smote
him: and he said, Because the gods of the kings of
Syria help them, therefore will I sacrifice to them,
that they may help me. But they were THE RUIN
OF HIM, AND OF ALL IsraeL. And Ahaz gathered
together the vessels of the house of God, and cut
in pieces the vessels of the house of God, and smUT
UP THE DOORS OF THE HOUSE oF THE Lorp {Jehovah],
and he made him altars in every corner of Jerusalem.
And in every several city of Judah he made high
places to burn incense unto other gods, and provoked
to anger the Lorp God of his fathers.” (2 Chron.
28:22.25) That was the state of the nation when
Ahaz quit. And that was what Hezekiah had to face
on ascending the throne of the typical Theocracy.
He at once saw the need of a nation-wide recon-
structive work. It must be done in regard to the
things which religion or devilism had torn down
among Jehovah God’s covenant people.

*The young king, doubtless tutored to some
extent by the prophets Hosea, Isaiah and Micah, saw
that the basis of all true reconstruction work of an
enduring kind for the people is the restoration and
cultivation of the worship of Jehovah God. Hezekiah
was well familiar with the psalmist’s faithful say-
ing, if he was not himself the composer of the saying:
“Blessed is the nation whose God is Jehovah, the
people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.
There is no king saved by the multitude of a host:
. . . Our soul hath waited for Jehovah: he is our
help and our shield.” (Ps. 33:12,16, 20, Am.Stan.
Ver.) Hezekiah appreciated that ‘putting the king-
dom’s interests first’ meant the faithful carrying
on of the worship of Jehovah by keeping covenant
with Him.

* Considering now the modern counterpart of
this: When Christ Jesus the King caine to the temple
in 1918, he saw the immediate need of a great recon-
struction work. He saw it must be done before the
battle of Armageddon if any flesh on earth, primarily
his devoted followers, were to be saved. All about
them religion was dominant. A pretense of worship
of the true God was then being practiced on reli-
gion’s “high places”. Such high places were contrary
to the commandments of God and competed with
God’s true temple of worship and divided up the
people into local groups of worship in a mixed-up
sectariamr nmianner. The so-called “Christian nations”
making up “Christendom” were engaged in a
devastating conflict, World War I, and the clergy of
all denominations were blessing and praying for
the contending sides. Religious parishioners and

18. What did Hezekiah see to be the basis of reconstructive work and
to be to the Kingdom’'s best interesta?

19 In the modern counterpart of that, what was seen to be the great
need, and why?
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congregations were offering up their loved sons to
the “god of this world” and were immolating them
upon the fires of the god Mars as well as teaching
the fiery doctrines of “purgatory” and a red-hot hell.
Every religionist had his own idea of God and
thought and worshiped accordingly. Spiritual forni-
cation or illicit relationship with this world was
everywhere practiced. The clergy of all denomina-
tions were flirting with a proposed League of
Nations for the common security of the different
styles of political governments of this world. All
the nations and religious organizations were against
Jehovah God and his kingdom and worship, much
the same as they are against these in this year
of 1945.

* Back in 1918 the nations scattered and restrained
those who, like the priests and Levites belonging to
the temple at Jerusalem, were trying to lead in the
carrying on of Jehovah’s worship. The ruling powers
of “Christendom” shut up the doors of His visible
organization in the endeavor to shut down and close
out the heavenly Father’s business, the proclama-
tion of the good news of Jehovah’s kingdom by
Christ Jesus. The ruling powers carried on as if
making raids on Jehovah’s temple for what treasures
they could seize. They mutilated the appearance of
the “temple” class and thrust upon them a lot of
unclean rubbish to make it inconvenient for Jelio-
vah’s servants and to crowd his service out of their
lives. Also the “evil servant” class who professed
God’s worship made alliance with the worldly powers
for self-protection and conspired against those wlho
were seeking to be Jehovah’s servants and tryving to
worship him and do his witness work. The inefface-
able records of 1918 show what the conspiracy of
political rulers, commercial traffickers and religion-
ists, and the “evil servant” class did to ban, pro-
seribe, suppress, despoil and destroy those seeking
to worship the Lord God at his temple. The general
effect of this was to put even the sincere worshipers
of Jehovah in fear of the ruling authorities. It
caused them to slack their hand and seal their lips
with respect to giving fearless, uncompromising
testimony about the Devil’s organization and Jeho-
vah's newly established kingdom. At such a condi-
tion Jehovah God was displeased, and his anointed
King at the temple was under obligation to do some-
thing about it. He acted as did Hezekiah.

PURIFICATION AND RECONSTRUCTION

1 Hezekiah struck at the root cause of trouble of
the entire situation. To do this, his subjects must
be cleansed of the soils and pollutions of religion
and its hindrances to their worship of the true God.

20. What did King Absz’' depredations against the temple picture? and
what action was therefore necessary?
21 BHow did Hezekiah strike at the root of the trouble. and take
care of the personnel of the temple?
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As no king in Israel before him had done, he struck
at the “high places™ of worship and their un-
Theocratie, divisive effects. Qut with them! On the
other hand, the priests and Levite servants of the
Most High God had heen scattered from the temple
and deprived of employment there, and had been
robbed of support for their service there. How King
Hezekiah brought all these covenant servants of the
Lord God unto him at the temple and united them
to himn in divine service, the record goes on to say,
as follows:

22%And he brought in the priests and the Lervites,
and gathered them together into the east street, and
said unto them, Hear me, ve Levites, sanctify now
vourselves, and sanctify the house of the Lorp God
of vour fathers, and earry forth the filthiness out
of the holy place. For our fathers have trespassed,
and done that which was evil in the eves of the Lorp
our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned
away their faces from the habitation of the Lorp,
and turned their backs. Also they have shut up the
doors of the porch [in front of the Holy of the
temple], and put out the lamps, and have not burned
incense {inside the Holy upon the golden altar] nor
offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God
of Israel. Wherefore the wrath of the Lorp was upon
Judah and Jerusalewn, and he hath delivered them
to trouble, to astonishinent, and to hissing, as ve see
with vour eyes. IYor, lo, our fathers liave fallen by
the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our
wives are in captivity for this.”—2 Chron. 29: 4-9.

2 Who will deny Hezekiah's words and sav that
religion is not ruinous? Let the religious nations of
“Christendom”, every one of whom is against Jeho-
vah God and his King Christ Jesus, survey the war-
stricken, strife-torn, oppressed and bereaved condi-
tion of this earth today and then answer honestly.
Is it any improvement over the global conditions in
1918 and 1919, when theyv rejected the testimony of
Jehovah’s witnesses concerning his Righteous Gov-
erninent by Christ Jesus and followed religion’s lead
into the League of Nations and into “Catholic
Action” of the Vatican? Jehovah’s witnesses walit
for a true-to-fact answer from the nations and their
spiritual advisers, the Vatican and the religious
clergy. We still stand by the slogan widely publicized
in 1938 and afterwards, that “religion is a snare and
a racket” and is the enemy of Jehovah God and of
his KKing Christ Jesus. We know Hezekiall's words
agree,

2 At the temple King Hezekiah disclosed his pur-
pose to the gathered priests and Levites, saying:

“Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with

22 What instructions and admonition did he give to the priests and
Ievitea at the temple”

23, Why cannot the religious nationa in their present condition deny
Hezekinh’s words against religion? and with what modern slogan do
his words agree?

24. What covenant did Hezekiah tell them he proposed to make? and why*
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Jehovah, the God of Israel, that his fierce anger
may turn away from us. My sons, be not now negli-
gent; for Jehovah hath chosen you to stand before
him, to minister unto him, and that ye should be his
ministers, and burn incense.” (2 Chron. 29: 10, 11,
Am.Stan. Ver.) The covenant proposed was not
because God’s law covenant with Israel by Moses had
been abolished (such abolition did not come until
Christ’s death many centuries later). The covenant
was to be one of faithfulness, expressing renewed
faithfulness toward God’s covenant with his chosen
people. Hezekiah's making of such covenant of
faithfulness toward God’s worship and service was
as if the law covenant had been inangurated anew
toward Israel. And the effect would e to turn the
divine wrath away from the nation of Israel.

¥ God’s servants at the temple must take a lead-
ing part in this effort toward faithfulness and
integrity to Jehovah God. Hence Hezekiah warned
the temple priests and Levites: ‘Be not negligent
about the purification and reconstruction work con-
cerning Jehovah’s worship and the organization for
such. Redeem the time for the setting of all things
in order for the Theocratic worship and service.
Jehoval’s worship in its purity and its beauty of
holiness must be restored, and all this for a vindi-
cation of His name and for a testimony to his
supremacy and Godship.” Knowing that God had
chosen them and that they therefore had the divine
ordination, the Levites could go right ahead in God's
service with confidence, unconcerned about displeas-
ing Satan and his demons and the Baal-priests of
religion and the un-Theocratic objectors who wanted
their own convenient and preferred “high places”
of sacrifice and incense-burning. The temple is the
legally decreed place for God's united worship.

*¢ The historic facts from and after 1918 show an
action parallel to that of Hezekiah toward the temple
servants. The spring of 1919 was marked by the
release from unjust imprisonment of those falsely
accused servants who were foremost in God’s witness
work and in the legal corporation, the Wateh Tower
Bible and Tract Society. This was a token that the
King Christ Jesus was breaking down the religious-
totalitarian bars and throwing open the doors of
Jehovah’s temple-service. He gathered to himself at
the temple a faithful remnant of consecrated ones on
earth who had been anointed with God’s spirit as his
commissioned and ordained witnesses. Before these
he set Jehovah’s witness-work. Now the doors of
temple worship are open to stay! To the faithful
remnant who responded to the call to temple service
thenceforth Christ Jesus, “the son of David,” said:

25 What part must the temple servants take in this effort? and why
so with confdence?

268, 27. What since 1918 corresponds with Hezeklah's action toward
the temple and its Levite servants?
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" “These things saith he that is holy, he that is
true, he that hath the key of David, he that opencth,
and no man shutteth: and shutteth, and no man
openeth; I know thy works: behold, I have set before
thee an open door, and no man ean shut it: for thou
hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and
hast not denied my name. Behold, I will make them
of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; hehold. I will make them to
come and worship before thy feet, and to know that
[ have loved thee. . . . Him that overcometh will
I make a pillar in the temple of mmy God, and he
shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the
name of my God [Jehovah], and the name of the
city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and
[ will write upon hiin my new name.”—Rev. 3:7-12.

* By means of articles published in The Watch-
tower attention was called to the fulfillinent of divine
prophecy. Thereby Christ Jesus the King called
attention to the open door and bade liis faithful
remmant of true followers on earth to enter into
Jehoval's service as his witnesses and publishers
of his kingdom. There was a gathering of those of
the remnant all over the earth into a unity of service,
using as their instrumment the Wateh Tower Bible
and Tract Society and its related legal corporations.
In September, 1919, the international convention of
Jehoval’s witnesses at Cedar Point, Ohio, which had
for its theme the fearless resumption of God's work
as announcers of his kingdom, gave powerful stimu-
lation to the gathering of Jehoval's consecrated
remnant of faithful worshipers. The international
convention three years later at the same place,
nainely, in 1922, and at which the slogan was sounded
forth mightily, “Advertise the King and his king-
dom,” added still further impetus to the gathering
of all the anointed remnant into a unity of service
at God’s Theocratic organization under Christ
Jesus the King.

* The King called for a renewal of their faithful-
ness in God’s service, and the remnant did in effect
enter into a covenant of faithfulness, to keep integ-
rity toward Jehovah God as his faithful and true
witnesses. Through the steady, regular publications
of the Watch Tower Society, the King Christ Jesus
pointed out plainly the commission of the remnant
from Jehovali God to be his witnesses or ministers
of his gospel, despite the objecting howls of all the
religionists. From God’s Word the King made clear
to the remnant that Jehovah God and his Christ are
the “Higher Powers” to whom they should be sub-
ject and obedient; and that there is only one way

2% How did the King Christ Jesus proceed with gathering the temple
remnant into service unity?

29 How did the King give instruction and counsel like Ilezekinh's to
the temple rempant? and what proves these have not been negligent?
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and one place at which to worship the true God
Jehovah, and that is by unitedly serving Him at his
Theocratic organization under the King Christ
Jesus. The issues of the Watchtower magazine and
other publications of the Society since 1919, dis-
tributed world-wide, stand forth beyond overturn-
ing as witnesses to the foregoing as true facts. All
this bears witness that the remnant of Jehovah’s
consecrated faithful ones have not been negligent
down through the years but have been active in
carrying out their ordination from Jehoval God.

** Turn again back to the ancient record of the
typical activities which foreshadowed the purge
against religion within God’s visible organization
that has actually taken place. We read: “Then the
Levites arose, . . . and they gathered their brethren,
and sanctified themselves, and came, according to
the commandment of the king, by the words of the
Lorp, to cleanse the house of the Lorp. And the
priests went into the inner part of the house of the
Lorp, to cleanse it, and brought out all the unclean-
ness that they found in the temple of the Lorbp into
the court of the house of the Lorp. And the Levites
took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron.
Now they began on the first day of the first month
[Nisan] to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the
month came they to the porch of the Lorp: so thev
sanctified the house of the Lorp in eight davs; and
in the sixteenth day [or two days after the yearly
passover day] of the first month they made an end.
Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said.
We have cleansed all the house of the Lorp, and the
altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof.
and the shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof.
Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his
reign did cast away in his transgression, have we
prepared and sanctified, and, behold, thev are before
the altar of the Lorp.”—2 Chron. 29:12-19.

** As in that typical picture of old, so during the
nineteen centuries down to this year 1943 religion
has contaminated everything that has to do with
actual Christianity. Religion, which is demonism,
has sullied it and cluttered it up with the unclean
trash of the paraphernalia, doctrines, traditions,
clergy system, ritual, and holidays of demonism.
(See Cardinal Newman’s book, “An Essay on the
Development of Christian Doctrine,” chapter 8; also
Religion, pages 56, 57.) Religion has removed the
proper “vessels” for the Lord's service and has sub-
stituted and added the forbidden things of demon-
ism. It has thereby hidden the Bible truth and the
correct worship of God from the many congrega-
tions of people.

30 How did the cleznsing and refurnishing of the temple at Jerusalem
proceed to a conclusion?

31, What {n the antitype corresponds with the mess that religion made
back there with the interlor of the temple and its vessels?
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** Christ Jesus, Jehovah’s King at the temple, is
also God's High Priest. His zeal for God’s house
could not let the contamination by religion or demon-
ism rest upon God’s visible organization, nor let
religion longer hinder and confuse the proper wor-
ship of the one true and living God. Hence from 1919
onward the work has gone forward of purifying the
temple worship of his followers, Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, from all taints and besetting sins of religion.
Only thus has the divine wrath been turned away
from them. Christ Jesus has led them in the restora-
tion and the burnishing up of the truth and in purify-
ing the visible Theocratic organization from all the
uncleanness of religion and its bondage. He once
said: “The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32);
and he led his remnant onward into the fullness of
the freedom wherewith Christ Jesus makes us free
from religion and its captivity to Satan’s organiza-
tion. ANl during this reconstructive Christian work
and the restoration of the pure Bible truth and
worship, the combined forces of religion and their
political and coinmercial allies have fought the Bible
educational work of Jeliovali's witnesses under
Christ Jesus. Religion’s fight against these has been
a fight against God and his King; but it has always
been a losing fight, and always will be sucl.

TEMPLE WORSHIP RESUMES

% God’s temple is a jovous place, a blessed place.
During the reign of I{ing Solomon the building of
the temple at Jerusalemn and its dedication in all its
glory and beauty and holiness were events of
abounding jov and jubilation. Jehovah God himself
took part in its dedication by awe-inspiring miracu-
lous manifestations of glory-bordered clouds and
fire from heaven. (1 Kings 8; 2 Chronicles 5-7) In
even a grander degree the completion of cleansing
the reopened temple and the restoration and resumnp-
tion of Jehovah’s united worship there should be,
and it was, an occasion of superabounding joy,
gladness and praise. Appreciating this, the divinely
guided Hezekiah arranged that the occasion should
be marked and ohserved with due dignity, grandeur
and rejoicing. “Then Hezekial: the king rose early,
and gathered the rulers of the city [of Jerusalem],
and went up to the house of the Lorp. And they
brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, and seven
lambs, and seven he goats, for a sin offering for
the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, and for Judah.
And he commanded the priests the sons of Aaron
to offer them on the altar of the Lorp [Jehovah].”
—2 Chron. 29: 20, 21.

3¢ Not only the rulers but all the congregation of

32. How from 1919 onward has such contamination beep cleared away,
and under what opposition?

33 Why should the resumption of worship at the temple be a marked
occasion? and how did Hezekiah proceed to thus mark it?

34. Why couid not that occasion be marked by the passover celebration?
and what was first necessary?
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people of the city of Jerusalem, the capital of the
typical Theocracy, were present to witness this
renewal of Jehovah’s worship at his temple. The
temple had not been cleansed soon enough to cele-
brate the reopening of the temple by the annual
passover observance, which fell on Nisan 14, now
several days past. Besides that fact, before even
the slaying of the passover lamb could be done at
the temple in preparation for the feast it was in
keeping with holiness that there first be rendered
at the temple the offering for the sins of the rulers
and the people as prescribed in God’s law. (Leviti-
cus 4) By King Hezekiah’s provision, and with the
co-operation of the temple servants and the rulers,
this was done. So they proceeded to make an atone-
ment for all the kingdom of Judah.—2 Chron.
29:22-24.

s Hezekiah believed in putting all temple servants
to work. Determined that the message of God's
praise should be sung forth, he put the Levites at
their stations and equipped them to sound out the
gladness of the occasion and to lead in God's praises.
“And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt offer-
ing upon the altar. And when the burnt offering
began, the song of the Lorp began also with the
trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by
David king of Israel. And all the congregation
worshipped, and the [Levite] singers sang, and the
trumpeters sounded: and all this continued until the
burnt offering was finished. And when they had
made an end of offering, the king and all that were
present with him bowed themselves, and worshipped.
Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes comn-
manded the Levites to sing praise unto the Lorp
with the words of David, and of Asaplh the seer.
And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed
their heads and worshipped.” (2 Chron. 29: 25-30)
At that jovful sound of Jehovah’s praise there at
his reopened.and purified temple the demon gods
of religion must have trembled with rage.

** True to that typical picture, the King Christ
Jesus at the temple interceded for his faithful
remnant on earth and cleansed them fromn thetir
iniquity of lip by the spirit of God. (Isa. 6:1-11)
Their prayers for God’s forgiveness on the basis
of his sacrifice were heard and answered. The King
then equipped them with greatly increased knowl-
edge and understanding of God’s Word, particularly
with the message of the vindication of Jelovah’s
name by his kingdom under Christ. With this equip-
ment, and with the spirit of God filling them, the
joyous remnant went forth as Jehovah’s witnesses.
They sounded forth his name and his kingdom by

35 How did Hezekiah pnt the temple servants to work and make the
occasion one of prajsing Jebovah?
36 What is the antitype of such offering sacrifice for sins and such
singing forth of Jehoval's praises?
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word of mouth and by books, booklets, magazines,
tracts, radio, sound-car, and portable phonographs,
and by all means that their King at the temple
provided. So doing, they worshiped Jehovah God
at his temple in a true way, and God was well
pleased and favored their work.

" King Hezekiah reminded the people that they
must render their support to God’s worship at the
temple. Said he: “Now ye have consecrated your-
selves unto the Lorp, come near and bring sacrifices
and thank offerings into the liouse of the Lorp.”
The congregation of Jerusalem then responded
thankfully and with free and liberal hearts. Hun-
dreds of burnt offerings they brought forward, and
3,600 other consecrated animal victims. The burnings
of the animal sacrifices were made on the copper
altar, which was fifteen feet high and thirty feet
square on top, and which stood in the priests’ court
of the temple. “But the priests were too few, so that
they could not flay all the burnt offerings: wherefore
their brethren the [non-priestly] Levites did help
them, till the work was ended, and until the other
priests had sanctified themselves: for the Levites
were more upright in heart to sanctify themselves
than the priests. And also the burnt offerings were
in abundance, with the fat of the peace offerings,
and the drink offerings for every burnt offering.”
—2 Chron. 29:31-35.

*® That agrees with the fact that since 1918 those
of God’s consecrated remnant had to purify them-
selves from religion’s soils and hindrances. The
opportunities for witness work were abundant. and
the laborers were few. Hence, as the witnessing con-
tinued on, more of those hearing forsook religion
and consecrated themselves to God, and these Jeho-
vah added to his consecrated remnant and laid upon
them service responsihilities as his witnesses. Thus
all the remnant in all the earth unitedly joined in
offering sacrifice of praise.

* One thing must not he overlooked. The restora-
tion of the temple to God’s worship not only provided
employment there for all Levites, priests and non-
priests, but also called for the services of the serv-
ants who were not Levites, the so-called “Nethinim”.
They were not Israelites at all; but they had aban-
doned demonism and become devoted to Jehovah’s
service at his temple in Jerusalem, rendering
assistance to the Levites, even though in menial
ways. These Nethinim must be understood as render-
ing their part at this revival of Jehovah’s worship
at his temple, even though they are unmentioned.
There is no doubt that they rejoiced with Jehovah'’s

37 How did Hezekiah encourage the temple support, and with what
response ?

38 p’I‘o correspond with such progressive sanoctification of the priests
back there, what tacts are there since 1918?

39 {(a) As to those rendering uervice at the temEle in Jerusalem, what
important fact must pot be overlooked? (b) Whom do such =servunts
picture, and rince when and how did they get into service at the temple?
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chosen nation. This fact faithfully pictures that,
owing to the Kingdom proclamation by Jehovah's
obedient remnant of witnesses from and after 1919,
many persons outside the remnant saw the recon-
struction work of Jehoval’s worship in progress.
They showed good-will toward Jehovah and his
organized people by abandoning religion and com-
ing over onto the side of his Theocratic organiza-
tion, his Kingdom. Christ Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
brought these as his “other sheep” to the temple,
where there are many opportunities for service as
companions and helpers to the temple remnant. In
good-will they then expressed their consecration to
Jehovah God and his kingdom by joyfully joining
in his service at the temple, “day and night.”
—1 Chron. 9:2; Josh. 9:22-27; John 10:16;
Rev. 7:15.

* How gratifying all this has been is visible today
among Jehovah’s anointed remnant at the temple,
yes, and among their multitudinous companions of
good-will, the Lord’s “other sheep”, who will be
rewarded with endless life on earth under the King-
dom for their faithful service of Jehovah God at
his temple. This cause for overwhelming gratitude
and joy at the revival of the faithful and fearless
worship of Jehovah since his King came to the
temple in 1918 is echoed forth in these words of
history: “So the service of the house of the Lorbp
was set in order. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all
the people [at Jerusalem], that God had prepared
the people: for the thing was done suddenly.”
—2 Chron. 29: 35, 36.

** So suddenly was a like thing done back in 1919;
so unexpectedly were the tables turned upon Jeho-
vah’s religious enemies, and so seemingly as in the
twinkling of an eye was His relieving of his
oppressed witnesses and their prohibited worship
of him, that it took all “Christendom” by surprise!
But it answered the heart prayer of Jehovah's faith-
ful remnant on earth. The Lord God had declared
that he would take out of the worldly nations a
“people for his name”. (Amos 9:12; Aects 15:14)
Now the sudden reopening of the antitypical temple
of Jehovah by his King Christ Jesus in 1919 and
the gathering of his faithful consecrated remnant
thither demonstrated before all the world that he
had prepared a people for his name in the earth.
The remnant’s prompt response to the revived and
renewed witness work in 1919 proved that fact. And,
too, while the amazed and chagrined enemies look
on, Jehovah’s revived witnesses have followed after
their King Christ Jesus in the reconstruction work;
and the service in connection with Jehovah’s temple

40 Tor what feelings and expressions was this a cause, both In the
type and in the antitype?

41. How in the antitype is it true that ‘“the thing was done suddeniy”?
and how does the King express his rejoicing?
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of worship has been set in Theocratic good-order.
The sacrifice of His praise burns fiercely in the fires
of zeal for God’s house; and the trumpet announce-
ments of His kingdom and the Seriptural songs of
his glory rise from the lips of his active servants
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and witnesses. The King Christ Jesus rejoices at the
blessed event. He bids his faithful remnant on earth
to enter into his joy; and he also causes his “other
sheep” at the temple to gambol with Theocratic jov
before him.

EXEMPLARY ZEAL

HE zealous Elect Servant, or Chosen Servant, of

Jehovah God is Christ Jesus, his beloved Son, as

foretold at Isaiah 42:1. Jehovah used faithful serv-
ants of old, designated by him as “prophets”, to do work
in His name. Those prophets and their work foreshadowed
greater work to be done in the future. The prophet Elijah
farthfully served Jehovah God, and he was used of Jehovah
to express His ablorrence concerning the Devil religion,
Baalism. Elijah and his work foreshadowed the work done
by faithful men on the carth under the direction of Christ
Jesus, God’s Elect Servant, for the period of time from
about A.D. 1878 to the year 1918. Elijah was taken away
in a whirlwind, and Elisha succeeded him in the office of
prophet and servant of God. The work that Ehisha there-
after did foreshadowed the work done on the earth by the
faithful followers of Christ Jesus and done under the
direction of Christ Jesus, God’s Elect Servant, from and
after the time that he came to the temple of Jehovall in
the year 1918.—Mal. 3:1-3; 4:5, 6.

Zealous activity in God’s service brought Elijah and
Ehsha in contact with a military captain named Jehuy,
and who became king of Israel. King Jehu was a type or
prophetic picture of Jehovah’s Eleet Servant Christ Jesus
and sometimes he also foreshadowed Christ’s faithful
folloners The fulfillment of the prophetic drama involving
Jehu must take place after the Lord Jesus came to the
temple of Jehovah A.D. 1918, Captain Jehu, in the service
of King Ahab of Israel, came in contact with the prophet
TElijah, and lived for more than twenty-eight years of the
period of the prophet Elisha. This appears to mean that,
during the years from 1878 to 1918, generally known as
the “Llijah period”, Jehovah hegan to prepare a people
to be witnesses to his name at the end of the world, and
that those who proved faithful during that period were
brought over into the subsequent “Elisha period”, which
began A.D. 1918; and that these faithful ones were made
membhers of Jehovah’s Theocratic organization and hence
were designated as the “faithful and wise servant” class.
This would show that Jehovah’s witnesses are embraced
within the fulfillment of the drama of Jehu.

In support of the above conclusion that Jehu pictured
Jehovah's Elect Servant, plecase note the following. Jehu
was horn under Jehovah’s law covenant with the nation
of Israel and was therefore an Israelite, in covenant rela-
tionship with Jehovah. The fact that Jehu was against
Baal-worship is further proof that he was in the favor of
the Lord God.—2 Ki. 13:1-6; 14:23-27.

The name Jehu means Jehovah is He. His name is
emphatic in calling attention to the fact that Jehovah is
He that is the Supreme One. This is the same fact to which
the remnant of Jehovah’s witnesses under his great Servant

Christ Jesus cail the people’s attention. Moreover, the name
of Jehu’s father and grandfather are significant. Jelosha-
phat, the name of Jehu’s father, means Jehovah-judged,
that is, Jehovah-vindicated! And Nimshi, the name of
Jehu’s grandfather, means extricated, it being related to
the name Moses referring to Moses’ being drawn out of the
river Nile. Taken together, the two names Nimshi and
Jehoshaphat would apply to that which is taken out or
pulled out and used for the vindication of Jehovah’s name
at the end of the world.

It was Jehovah who gave orders for the anointing
of Jellu to be king over the kingdom of Israel. (1 Ki.
19:15, 16) Therefore the anointing of him was by Jehovah.
Jehu’s superior, King Ahab, was never anointed by Jcho-
vah. So far as the record discloses, Jehu was the only man
ever anointed by order of Jehovah to be king over that
ten-tribe kingdom of Israel. God's original words to the
prophet Elijah were: “And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt
thou anoint to be king over Israel.” Later, Elijali’s sue-
cessor, Elisha, acting under directions from the Lord,
instructed his “young man” to go and perform the anoint-
ing; saymg: “And when thou comest thither, look out
there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and
go in, and make him arise up from among his brethien.
and carry him to an inner chamber; then take the box of
oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the Lorb.
I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door,
and flee, and tarry not.” The record is: “And he arose.
and went into the house; and he poured the oil on [Jehu's]
head, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lorp God of Isracl,
I have anointed thee king over the people of the Lorp,
even over Israel.”—2 Ki. 9:2, 3, 6.

Thus Jehu was duly anointed and commissioned as the
executioner for Jehovah to exterminate Baal, or Devil-
worship, out of Israel. His divinely given commission as
stated to him by the “young man” was: “And thou shalt
smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge
the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of
all the servants of the Lorp, at the hand of Jezebel. For
the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off
from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that
is shut up and left in Israel: and I will make the house
of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and
like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah: and the dogs
shall eat [Ahab’s wife] Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel,
and there shall be none to bury her.”—2 Ki. 9:7-10,

Jehu fulfilled his commission. At 2 Chronicles 22:7, 8
it says: “And it came to pass, that, when Jehu was execut-
ing judgment upon the house of Ahab” ; which words prove
that he was an executioner. In carrying out his commission
from the Lord, Jehu gained His “well done” or approval,
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and for that reason Jehovah made the covenant with Jehu
for the kingdom, to wit, that Jehu’s sons should continue
to reign on Israel’s throne. (2 Ki. 10:30) This statement
that his sons should reign for four generations meant a
four-square or complete succession to the throne. Thus Jehu
and his house occupied the throne of Israel for a hundred
years; Jehu himself reigned twenty-eight years.

Years previously, Elisha's predecessor, Elijah, had
slaughtered four hundred and fifty of the priests of Baal
after the fire test on Mount Carmel. Such slaughter work
King Jehu duplicated, only on a far greater scale. (1 Ki.
18:40; 2 Ki. 10:18-25) Thus Elijah made a start at the
slauchter work against Baal-worship, and Jehu completed
that work. (2 Ki. 10:28) Besides that, another point in
Jehu’s favor is that he was anti-Jezebel. He rode over Jezebel
m utter contempt after she had been thrown out of the win-
dow by her eunuchs, and his horses trampled her to death,
after which the dogs devoured her, in fulfillment of God's
prophecy. He had and manifested the spirit serving as an
example to Jehoval’s approved people who have and mani-
fest the anti-Jezebel spirit described in Revelation 2: 20-23.
Jehu was a vindicator of Jehovali’s word, in this, that he
fulfilled Jehovah’s word spoken by his prophet Elijah
against Ahab and Jezebel. In this work he also eompleted
that which Elijah had begun Elijah called down fire from
heaven in the presence of the prophets of Baal and Ahab
at Mount Carmel, and his prayer was: “Hear me. O Lorp,
hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lorp
God.” (1 Ki. 18:37) That was a vindication of Jehovah's
reputation, but was not sufficient to cause the reformation
of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel. Baal-worship continued in
their realm, and the Lord God used Jehu to vindicate his
word and his name in eonnection with the destruction of
Baal-worship.—2 IKi. 9:25-37; 10:9-11.

Jehu was a fighting man. IIe was in the king's chariot
corps and was a captain in the army of Isracl. Whenever
Jehovah favored the army of Israel that army was vietorious
over the enemy, and hence the army then became and was
the army of the Lord of hosts. That bemng true, it would
make Jehu a captain in the army of the Lord of hosts.
(1 Ki 20:1-30; 2 Ki. 3:5-25; 6:24-33, 7:1-16) Jehu was
known and was recognized by reason of his rapid driv-
ing, because he drove “furiously”, as 1t were, in madness.
(2 Ki. 9: 16, 20, margin) The fact that Jehu was associated
with the war chariot of Israel would suggest that those who
fulfill the various features of the Jchu picture must have
to do with and are associated with the “chariot of the cheru-
bhims"”, that is, the war chariot of Jehovah’s mighty organ-
ization including cherubim and other spirit creatures. The
prophet Ezekiel had a vision of Jehovah’s ‘“chariot”
attended by the cherubim, and the Seriptures and facts
show that ‘“‘chariot” to picture Jehoval’s great organiza-
tion. (1 Chron.-28:18; lizek. 1: 10) There are many other
seriptures which associate chariots with Jehovah in his
time of war against the Devil’s wicked organization.
—Ps. 68:17; Nah. 2:3; Hab. 3:8; Ps. 104: 3.

So it was that the word of Jehovah concerning the house
of Ahab and Jezebel was fully vindicated by the destruc-
tion of that wicked house. In his due time Jehovah God
will completely vindicate his word and his name concern-
ing Satan the Devil and his organization by the full and
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complete destruction thereof. When King Jchu had done
the work, and had done it well, concerning the house of
Ahab and Jezebel, he was not yet through with his exceu-
tion work as specified in Jchovah’s commission to him.
There was something more for him to do in obedience to
the Lord God.

Jehu had much zeal for Jehovah; and that is another
reason why he pictured Christ Jesus, the royal Exccutioner.
Concerning Jesus it was prophesied: “For the zeal of thine
house hath eaten me up, and the reproaches of them that
reproached thee are fallen upon me.” (Ps. 69:9; John
2:17) Such is the zeal peculiar to Jehovah’s royal house.
Therefore it is pleasing to Jehovah. Like zeal was mani-
fested for the Lord of hosts by Elijah. On that point, after
Elijah had slain the prophets of Baal and then went and
hid himself in a cave at Mount Horeb, far from Jezebel's
threats, he said in response to an inquiry from the Lord
as to why he was there: “I have been very jealous for the
Lorp God of hosts.” The word jealous in that verse (1 Ki.
19:10) means the same as having the zeal mentioned 1n
Psalm 69:9, the two words jealous and zeal having the
same word as their root. Jehovah is a jealous or zealous
God. “For the Lorp thy God is a consuming fire, even a
jealous God.”~—Deut. 4:24; 5: 9; Ex. 20:5,

Respecting the establishment of the Righteous Govern-
ment under the Greater Jehu, Christ Jesus the King, it is
written: “The zeal of the Lorp of hosts will perform this.”
(Isa. 9:7) In other seriptures the words *‘zeal” and
“jealous™ or “zealous” are applied to Jehovah's servants,
all such words having the same root. When Paul was defend-
ing himself before the Jews, he said of himself: “I am
verily a man which am a Jew, . . . and taught according
to the perfeet manner of the law of the fathers. and was
zcalous toward God, as ye all are this day.” (Acts 22-3)
He also wrote: “For I am jealous over you with godly
jealousy.” (2 Cor. 11:2) The remnant of Jechovah’s wit-
nesses today, who are anointed with God’s spirit to do his
work, must have this same zeal for Jehovah As it is
written: “Jesus Christ . . . gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” (Titus 2:13, 14,
also Phil. 3:6; Col. 4:13) As used in the above seriptures
the words zealous and jealous do not mean ill-will or
hatred or envy, but they do mean a strong, unbending
determination to carry out the righteous purpose of Jeho-
vah God, to fulfill one’s commission.

When proceeding to wipe out Ahah’s house Jehu drove
furiously, as with madness, and with an unbending and
unbreakable determination to permit nothing to hinder
him in the accomplishment of the purpose for which he
was commissioned. In the very hour of his anointing, when
he received his commission, he started out with his military
staff to execute that commission. When the messenger of
the enemy kings rode out from the city and approached
him and inquired why he was thus driving toward the
city, he said to them, in effect: ‘Get out of my way, and
get in the rear; I have no time to waste with you.’ (2 Ki.
9:16-20) Likewise when Christ Jesus received the order
from Jehovah God to go forth and rule in the midst of
his enemies, he-started the “war in heaven” and ousted
Satan and his angels from heaven and east them down to
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the carth. Furthermore, the Scriptures show that just as
soon as the testimony work concerning God’s kingdom is
completed by Jehovah’s witnesses according to His will,
then Jesus will move without delay and will permit noth-
ing to hinder him in executing the enemy, that is, all of
Satan’s wicked organization.—Ps. 110:1-6; Rev. 11:17.19;
12: 7.12; Matt. 24:14, 21, 22; Ps. 45:3, 4.

The anointed remnant now on the earth, being the final
members of the “body of Christ”, must have the same zeal
as that which was manifested by King Jehu. To see and
to appreciate that Jehovah’s Kingdom by Christ Jesus is
here should lead the remnant to be diligent in performing
their witness work until every vestige of the enemy organ-
1zation falls. (Isa. 6:9-12) Jehovah God has commanded
that the testimony work must be done before the slaughter
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work of Armageddon begins; and the remnant are now
zealous to do it, fully determined that, by the grace of God,
nothing shall prevent them from doing it faithfully. Well
applicable to them are the words: “I thought on my ways,
and turned my feet unto thy testimonies T made haste,
and delayed not to keep thy commandments. My zeal hath
consumed me, because mine enemies have forgotten thy
words:"—Ps. 119:59, 60, 139.

In doing this work in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the
anointed remnant must ‘drive rapidly’, what though many
may call them “mad perverts” for so doing. But it matters
not what the enemy says; the remnant are doing it with
joy, and they now have many good-will companions who
show the same zeal for Jehovah.

JONATHAN, A FRIEND IN TIME OF NEED

born for adversitv.” (Prov. 17:17) No more

striking illustration of this principle could be
found among imperfeet humans than the loving friendship
of Jonathan for David. He was not of that plentiful breed
known as fair-weather friends, but he came to the fore at
a time of adversity. His attachment to and support of
David was love or unselfish devotion exemplified, in that
such a course meant voluntary relinquishment of any
personal claim to the throne of Israel. He even put his
life in jeopardy in the interests of his friend David, and
thus to some extent comes within the scope of the words
of that greatest Friend or mankind (next to Jehovah),
Christ Jesus: “Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his hife for lus friends.” (John 15:13)
And certainly he does not compare with those three false
friends that sped to Job’s side at a time of trial to that
integrity-maintaining one. Jonathan was a friend indeed,
because he was a friend 1in time of need.

Not only was Jonathan a true lover-friend of David,
but he was also a lover of righteousness and a staunch
supporter of Theocracy. In fact, it was the latter traits
that made him champion the cause of Dawvid Jonathan
was much older than the shepherd-king The first recorded
event concerning him was cight years before David’s barth,
and Jonathan was then a warrior at the head of a thousand
fighters for Israel. In view of Numbers 1:3, he must have
been at least twenty years old. His love of righteousness
and hatred of the mmquitous Philistines drove him to an
initial assault against them, wlich was to toueh off a series
of extensive battles. (1 Sam. 13:1-4) It was following this
event that panie-stricken Saul, by a presumptuous disobedi-
ence to the Lord, lost the kingdom for his son Jonathan.
—1 Sam. 13: 9-14.

In sharp contrast to Israel as a whole, Jonathan was
armed and equipped for battle. {1 Sam. 13: 19-22) Further-
more, he was unwilling to see it lie 1dle. His faith and zeal
for Theoeracy moved him to another aggressive stab at
the Philistine trespassers. Jonathan and his armor-bearer
slipped quietly away from the company of six hundred
that was with Saul in Gibeah. Typical of Jonathan’s faith
were his words to his armor-bearer: “Come, and let us go

€< ﬁ FRIEND loveth at all times, and a brother is

over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be
that Jehovah will work for us; for there is no restraint to
Jehovah to save by many or by few.” “I am with thee,”
responded Jonathan’s companion. A plan of battle was
mapped out by Jonathan, and in which was included a
test that would indicate the Lord’s will in the matter.
Jonathan was not out on a foolhardy mission in the hope
of making a war hero of himself, but he was walking in
the fear of the Lord. He knew that Jehovah would not
work for those who remained at home 1dle.—1 Sam. 14:1-10,
Am. Stan. Ver.

And Jehovah did work in behalf of Jonathan. The taunt-
ing cry of the garrisoned Philistines, “Come up to us, and
we will shew you a thing,” came as a sign from the Lord
that He would grant victory. So, instead of the bragging
Philistines’ ‘showing Jonathan a thing or two’, this son of
Israel’s king waded into the demon-worshipers and felled
them right and left, and these fallen ones were finished off
by the mopping-up operations of the faithful armor-bearer.
Twenty men fell under the fury of this sudden thrust.
(1 Sam. 14:12-14) But this probe into the enemy’s lines
did not end there; Jehovah’s spirit foree was working, and
from this small beginning a full-scale offensive developed
The Philistines were thrown into confusion and fought
among themselves. Saul and his forces moved quickiv to
the front lines and threw themselves into the fray, and
the Hebrews living within the Philistine communities joined
the uprising. Even the men of Israel who had holed up in
Mount Ephraim rallied and poured forth to fight. The
pitched battle soon became a Philistine rout. “So the Lorp
{Jehovah] saved Isracl that day.” Jonathan’s lively faith
in Jehovah’s baeking moved him to start the battle rolling;
Jehovah finished it gloriously.—1 Sam. 14: 15-23.

It was on this occasion that Jomathan’s life was jeop-
ardized more by his father’s foolishness than by Philistine
swords. In religious fervor emotional Saul made the un-
reasonable oath that none of the people were to taste food
Apparently, he was of that school of religionists who believe
godliness is manifested by self-inflicted bodily discomfort
or pain. The Scriptural rule is that those who work and
fight must eat. Short-sighted Saul did not know that an
army marches on its stomach. At any rate, Jonathan, not
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knowing of his fathér’s oath, tasted of some wild honey.
“His eyes brightened” with returning strength. (1 Sam.
14:27, Rotherham, Smith-Goodspeed) When he heard of
the oath, he answered: “My father hath troubled the land:
see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been enlightened,
because I tasted a little of this honey. How much more, if
haply the people had eaten freely to day of the spoil of
their enemies which they found? for had there not been
now a much greater slaughter among the Philistines?”
(1 Sam. 14:29, 30) Later, after lot-casting had indicated
Jonathan as the oath-breaker, and Saul was going to enforce
the consequences, the people came to Jonathan’s rescue:
“Shall Jonathan die, who bath wrought this great salvation
in Israel? God forbid: as the Lorp liveth, there shall not
one hair of his head fall to the ground; for he hath wrought
with God this day.”—1 Sam. 14: 44, 45.

After the passing of some twenty-five years from the time
of Jonathan’s first entrance into the divine record, the
rcader sees a new side of Jonathan. It is Jonathan the
friend now, and not so much Jonathan the warrior. It is
his staunch friendship for David, as introduced at the
beginning of this article, that now takes over as the domi-
nating note in the life of this Bible character. First, there
was that dramatic delivery from the bullying Goliath,
wrought by Jehovah through the sturdy arm of the shep-
herd lad. Doubtless Jonathan witnessed the calm courage
of that ruddy youth as he faced up to the Philistine giant.
He would see the stripling race toward Goliath, see the
hand shde into the bag containing the sling-stones, see the
fitting of the missile into its pocket and the blurring are
described by the sling preparatory to the stone’s release,
and would watch with bated breath as the rock shot from
its pocket and whizzed toward the hated tyrant. With an
indeséribable thrill Jonathan would see and hear that
deadly accurate stone crush the skull of the giant, and sink
into his head as a stone sinks in water. (1 Sam. 17:49,
margm) The dramatic tenseness of the moment broken,
Jonathan doubtless shouted with the other Israelites, and
gazed upon David in respectful awe as the youngster
dragged Goliath’s cumbersome sword from its sheath and
sliced off the giant’s head.—1 Sam. 17:48.-52.

Bat the actual record of the tender affection rising in
Jonathan’s bosom is reserved for the next chapter. There
he is revealed listening to David answering Saul’s questions,
and sees still in the lad’s hand the monstrous head of the
vanquished giant. As a result, “the soul of Jonathan was
knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as
his own soul.” Here was a case of true love, unselfish love,
and that at first sight and meeting It was exemplary of
the command, “Thou shait love thy neighbour as thyself.”
(Lev. 19: 18) “Then Jonathan and David made a covenant,
because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan
stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave
it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to
his bow, and to his girdle.” Thus Jonathan showed his
recognition of David as superior, one specially chosen and
used of the Lord.—1 Sam. 18:14.

Ever thereafter Jonathan proved his friendship and love
at all times, even in adversity. Saul became insanely jealous
of David, and sought many ways to slay him. On one
occasion he tried to induce Jonathan to murder David.
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Jonathan sided with the sweet singer of Israel and against
his father. He warned David of the danger, and entreated
Saul not to spill such innocent blood. Saul hearkened to
Jonathan’s pleas at that time, and swore an oath: “As the
Lorp liveth, he shall not be slain.” (1 Sam. 19:1-6) Saul
was a stickler for oaths and punishment for violators, when
others than he were involved. Remember the time he was
going to kill Jonathan for breaking an unreasonable, im-
petuous oath? Yet just four verses after the above oath
concerning David’s preservation Saul is found trying to
pin the son of Jesse to the wall with a javelin!

Thereafter envious Saul doggedly pursued the little
giant-killer. But Jonathan stuck closer than a brother.
(Prov. 18:24) Though forced into the role of an outlaw
in Israel, David did not lose Jonathan’s friendship. Jona-
than was in position to aid David with inside information,
and this he did. (1 Sam. 20:2) This was not unbecoming
conduct on Jonathan’s part as a son, or sedition toward
the king of Israel. Jonathan recognized God’s spirit had
departed from Saul and rested upon David, that David was
God’s choice for king. He showed this by making a covenant
with David that kindness be shown to him and his house
after David ascended the throne, and later renewed this
covenant in the woods, saying, “Thou shalt be king over
Israel, and T shall be next unto thee.” (1 Sam. 20: 13-17;
23:16-18) No splitting apart of these friends! Saul tried
it, unsuccessfully. He appealed to personal selfishness, tell-
ing Jonathan he would never gain the throne while David
lived. The appeal struck no responsive chord in Jonathan’s
unselfish devotion, and in a rage father tried to slay son.
—1 Sam. 20:30-33.

The renewal of the covenant in the woods was Jonathan
and David's last meeting. Thereafter Jonathan fell in the
battle of Gilboa. (1 Sam. 31:1, 2) David lamented greatly
the death of his friend, and composed the famous “Song
of the Bow” in commemoration. Jonathan was lauded as
mighty and courageous, one who never turned his back to
the enemy. The ode declared: “The bow of Jonathan turned
not back.” Most touching are the words near the closc. *‘I
am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant
hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful,
passing the love of women.” (2 Sam. 1:17-27) Dawvid
buried the bones of Jonathan, and also kept covenant by
showing kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth (or
Merib-baal), whiech, incidentally, is the only record of Jona-
than’s family life. (2 Sam. 4:4; 9:1.13, 21:7, 12-14) Cer-
tainly Jonathan was a friend and gift from the lLord to
David in a time of extreme adversity; and that is just what
Jonathan’s name means, to wit, “Jah’s gift.”

There is much prophetic significanee to all this. David
pictures primarily Christ Jesus, but also foreshadows the
body-members of the Christ. Jonathan’s valiant warfare
before David’s appearance pictured the course of faithful
men of old before the Greater David appeared on the earthly
scene. Jonathan in his association with David foreshadows
the Lord’s “other sheep” of today, who recognize Jehovah
and the Greater David as the “Higher Powers”, who make
a covenant of consecration through Christ Jesus, and who
stand fast with the feet-members of Christ’s body in Theo-
cratic service, despite the efforts of religious “Sauls” to
separate them. The two are fast friends in Kingdom service.



“PUBLICLY, AND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE”

VERY well-read student of the Scriptures recognizes the

above words as being the apostle Paul’s own description of

how he carried on the preaching of the gospel Nineteen
centuries have passed since those oft-quoted words were uttered
by Paul to the elder brethren from Ephesus (Acts 20:20), and
we huave entered into a modern world which professes much
wisdom and great advancement in many flelds. and yet the apostle's
method of proclaiming God’s kingdom remains the best. This
year, 1945 has, despite the giobal war's continuance, witnessed
the beginning of a public meeting campaign by the use of the
public platform throughout the earthh and presenting a series of
eight Bible lectures on urgent problems of the times. This does
not mean that the “house to house” dispensing of the Kingdom
message has been set aside or even diminished, but rather it
has been intensiied, the publlc meeting compaign being co-
ordinated with it. The number of house-to-house publishers is and
aiways will continue to be many timmes as numerous as the plat-
form speakers, it inciuding many thousands of femaie publishers,
whom the Scriptures exclude from the public piatform. Both
activities are part of the great campaign of free education for
men of good-will concerming Jehovah’s Theocratic Government.

Very early on the cold, wintry Saturday, January 27, the train
left New York city bound for Richmond, Virginia, and beuring
the president of the \Watchtower Bibie and Tract Society, accom-
panied by a director of the Society. By the time of their arrival
the service gathering of the Richmond assembly had already gotten
under way at the Mosque Auditorium, and the field workers had
gone forth engaging in house-to-house witnessing and In street
magazine-work and 1n anformation walking, announcing by
placards on their persons and by distributing handbills the public
feature ot the assemblv, Brother N. H. Knorr's address on the
subject “The 'Commancder to the Peoples’ . In the afternoon the
formal opening of the assetnbly took place, after which John
Booth, the farm servant at KXingdomn Farm, New York, addressed
the audience of more than two thousand on the subject “The
Kingdom Sabbath and Its Lovd”. Three speakers served on the
prozrat: in the eveniug sessions, attended by over 2.100. It was
in the nature of a symposium dealing wlith the evidences of today
that God’s kingdom 1s at hand, as foreshadowed by opening events
of the rizhteous reizn of Hezekiah king of Jerusalemn, niore than
seven hundred years before Christ Brother George, a recent
graduate of the Watchtower Bible Colleze of Gilead. spoke first,
on the subject “The King's Purge Apainst Religion”. and was
followed by Brother F. W Franz speaking on the subject “Puri-
fication and Reconstruction” The third speaker, Brother Knorr,
completed the consideration of the first yvear of Hezekiah's reizn
by his discourse on “The IKing’s Feast of Liberation”. Inasmuch as
The Watchtoiwer is running this series of articles in its columns,
we refer our readers to such, that they too may all enjoy the
blessings of the truths dispensed at the Richmond assembly.

Sunday morning, January 28, twenty-three persons of good-wili
presented themselves and, after a discourse on the matter of
baptism, were 1mmersed in water, as the Lord's commanded
symbe! of their consecration to God The fleld activities of the
day were given a good start with a service session at the Audi-
toriumn. The service report for this day added to that of the
previous dav disclosed that 9235 publishers had placed in the hands
of the peopie, besides many thousands of handbills, 1609 books,
2.873 hooklets, and 1,723 magazines: they aiso tnok 119 subscrip-
tions for the Societv's magazines in keeping with the current
Watchtower campaizu, and made 31 back-calls and ran recorded
lectures for 28G histeners: ali the foregoing accomplishments con-
suming a total of 2,667 hours on the publishers' part Among those
pre«ent were about 130 special publishers and pioneers.

That afternoon, at three o'clock, at the beautiful Auditorlum,
witnessed the first delivery of the public lecture “The ‘Com-
mander to the DPeoples'™, by the Society's president, Brother
Knorr. The advertising efforts by the Kingdom publishers resulted
in the gathering of an audience of more than 2800 The delivery
of the message was powerful, and the audience was very attentive;
and at-the close of the lecture hundreds of the public accepted a
free copy of the booklet One World, One Goternment. After o
brlef interniission the feast of spiritual things continued, and many
persons of good-will at the public address accepted the invitation
to remaln for the closing features of the assembly. Jehovah God,
by his appointed Interpreter, Christ Jesus the Greater Hezeklah,
continued to disclose further Kingdom truths to his dellghted
people. An introductory speech was delivered on the subject
“Provoking the Showdown”, after which Brother Knorr dealt with
the subject “Jehovah's Unlversal Sovereignty Vindlcated”. This
theme, too, drew on Kling Hezekiah’s reign for ita background
against which to view the experiences of Jehovah's people since

A.D. 1918 and also to forevision his coming stupendous “strange
act” against the entire organization of Satan the Devlil, as fore-
shadowed by the Assyrian king Sennacherib. The Watchtoiwcer
expects to carry these speeches in an early issue. Branching oft
from consideration of Hezekiah's reign, Brother Knorr spoke of
the work ahead of Jehovah's devoted people, and especially
emphasized the public meeting campaign, all which greatly
refreshed and stirred up the brethren, as evidenced by their
applause. Song and prayer then closed the assembly.

Brother Knorr and his companion then moved on to the next
appointment, at Jacksonville, Florida. At the special meeting with
the company that night the Kingdom Hall was packed out and
150 friends were obliged to listen outside by means of loud-speaker,
The police who were summoned by some of the vexed neighbors
refused to interfere with this arrangement. The succeeding night
Brothers Knorr and Franz aiternated in serving both the white
and the coiored company; while Brother Knorr served the colored
group some distance away Brother Franz served the white group,
and then during the intermission they switched locations and
audiences. At the white meeting 300 were present; and at the
colored meeting, out of an audience of 118 there were 69 persons
of good-will. In between the Monday and Tuesday night meetings
the time aliowed for the brethren to go out with the Jacitsonville
friends into the fleld and a number of Watchtoicer subscriptions
were secured, in addition to placing many books and boolklets.

On to Tampa, Florida, next day. The first evening was spent
at the colored brethren’s service meeting, attended. all together,
by 25. The following evenlng these Brooklyn brethren addressed a
packed-out Kingdom Hall of the Tampa white unit, after the
reguiar weekly service meeting. The attendance was 266. Saturday,
February 3, came with weather ideally suited for the holding of
the Tawmpa assembly at the Philips (outdoor sports) Fleld of
the University of Tampa, which field lies just to the west of the
Hiilsborough river The sun shone from a cloudless sky and beanied
upon the audlence which occupied the tlers of backless seats on
the south side of the stadlum. The speakers’ platform was erected
out on the grassy field facing them. The voices of the spenkers
were amplified to the nudlence by means of a four-horn sound-car.
This unusual arrangement was due to the fuct that the Boller-
makers’' Hall, which had elready been printed as the address on
the program, was abruptly canceled by the operators under
religtous-political pressure.

The program for this local gathering was identical with that
of the Richmond assemhly, except where circumstances called for
different speakers to present a number of features Meeting out
in the open air was Invigorating, and the zooming of four-enzined
army bombers directly over or skirting past the Fleld did not
drown out the delivery of the Lord's message by satisfactory
sound amplification. The speakers’ voices couid be heard even on
the bascule bridge some distance away. Saturday’'s attendance
was 680. Sunday mornlng, February 4, four symbolized their
consecration to God by immersion In the Hillsborough river The
field-service activities bore good fruitage ; the sum total results for
the two days being us follows: 647 publishers; 392 books: 1,632
booklets; 1.650 hours; 63 subscriptions; 609 individual magazines;
41 back-cails; and a sound attendance of 53 The subject of the
public lecture by Brother Knorr, at 4 p.m. was again “The
‘Commander to the Peoples' ”. The turnout for this was gratifying,
namely, 1,156. Thht this represents a goodly proportion of the
{nterested public (Including men o uniform) was manifest in that
the concluding exercises of the day, held after a brief intermission,
were attended by 937. There were 130 pioneers registered at this
assembly. It was not necessary to use the floodlights of Philips
Field at all, for on both days the sesslons concluded just as the
sun sank below the horizon in a blaze of glorv; and the evening
star gleamed high in the western sky as the joyful brethren parted.

Miaml, Florida, was the next stop. Due to size, the company
here is about to be divided Into two service units. the present
Kingdom Hall belng too small to accommodate ali the nssociated
ones. A special auditorium was obtained for a local meeting on
Tuesday evening, February 6. For this 485 put ln appearance, to
be served, in order, by Brothers A. H. Macmillan, Franz and Knorr.

On every occasion throughout the trip to this point the Society’s
presldent took occasion to give the brethren the love and greetings
of the Bethel famlly and to exhort them to increased effort nnd
constancy In the active service of Jehovalh God and His reigning
Theocracy. The brethren were also exhorted to move forward with
full faith in Jehovah’s blessing i{n the public meeting campaign
and to give it full support. The reports from public meetings
that have been held thus far and that have come to the president’s
attention are very encouraging. They are indlcative that the divine
approval i8 upon this method of ‘preaching this gospel of the king-
dom’ in conjunction with all the other ways God has provided.



