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"And .ill thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
weat sh&lJ be the peace of thy children." • 1111111/r S/: I.J. 

THe SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only tl'ue God and is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of 
lite to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his 
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other thinp, 
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power 
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man 
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully 
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that 1>y reason 
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the 
right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and 
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jesus 
divine and exalted lum to heaven above every other creature 
&nd above every creature's name and clothed llim with all power 
&nd authority; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and Is the 
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his 
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear 
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of 
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to 
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can 
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, 
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the 
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establish­
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry 
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" Wlth a righteous race. 

"PRODIGAL SON" TESTIMONY PERIOD 

The month of October comes 10 the 1944 Sernce Calendar un­
der the above title. All familiar with the parable remember that 
the prophetic story of the prodigal son was given by Jesus in 
connection with h!S nation-wtde announcement of the Kmgdom of 
God. Most appropnate LS it therefore that, dunng tlus October 
Testunony Penod, wluch lll world-wide, when the "prodigal son" 
class are bemg aided to TI!turn to the heavenly Father, the two 
new publications to be distnbuted to this class should be entitled, 
the book "The Kingdom l! at Hand" and the booklet "The King­
dom of God Ia Nagh". The two will be offered in combination 
by all Kingdom announcers on a contribution of 25c. The circum­
stances surrounding the Testimony Period are thnlling, and all 
desiring to have part in thIS treasure of service will Joyfully start 
at the earliest. Many of onr newly interested readers are want­
ing to share in this Kingdom announcement in company with 
others, and we invite such to send thell' inquines on the work. 
promptly to this office. 

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES 
Week of November 19: "Organized for Final Work," 
1f 1-18 inclusive, Tu WatchtotoH October 15, 1944. 

Week of November 26: "Organized for Final Work," 
1T 19-39 inclusive, The Watchto10er October 15, 1944. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal ia published for the purpo11e of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to &id In such studies. It publishes 
auitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for ita utterances. 
It is entirely free and eeparate from all religion, partiu, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ hill beloved 
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

YIUllL'f Str1111c1tIPTIOM Pllrca 

OMITllD ST.o.na. fl.00 : all other countries, $1.110, Amerlcui eurnnc1 ; 
Gau.T tn1T.1.IM, ueTLU.J.au, .1.110 SOUTH Ante•, 6s. American remit· 
tancea abould be made b7. Postal or Expreu Mone7 Order or b7 Bani< 
Draft. Brltl1b, South Alrican and .A.uatn.lulan remittances 1bould 
be made dlr~t to the napec:ttn branch omcu. Remittances trom 
countrl.,. other than thoae mentioned ma1 be m.nd1 to the Broolll7u 
olllce, bat b7 ltJtensatwlUll PMtal Mone7 Order 0D17. 

Fo&alaK Orncss 

Brifull ·--------·-··· 34 Cnlnn Terrace, London, W. 2. Encland 
•..-trolali4• ·----- T Beresford Road, 8tratb11eld. N. S. W., Australia. 

Bovill A/ri"'11t ···-------- Boaton Bouae. Cape Town. South Africa 

l"4i1111 ·-------·----····-- 167 Lon Lane, Bombt.J' 2'1. India 
Ple&M addn!U the BodetJ In enl'J' -. 

Tranalat10D1 of thU journal appear In H'reral lausu•sa. 

A.LL SINCERE STUDll:NTS 01' TH1D BIBLBI wbo bJ reuou of 
lnllrmitJ', poTert7 or adTenlt7 are unable to 1>&1 the 1ubecrlptlon price 
ma1 ban Tile Watchto10« free upon written application to the publl1her9, 
made once each 7e&r. 1tadn1 the reuon for ao r~aeetlnc lt. We are 
clad to th1111 aid the need1, but the written appllcat.100 once each 1ea.r 
la "'!Ulred b7 the poatal reculatlona. 

Notice fo 811b1orlbe<"t.' .A.cknowledcment of a new or a renewal 1u1>-
1crlptloa will be aeat onl7 when requated Chance ot addrea, wbea 
requeated. ma7 be ezpeeted to appear oo addraa label within one month. 
A. renew"! bl&nl< (co.rrylns notice or expiration) will be aent with lbe 
journal one month befol'9 the aubscription exptr.. 

Printed In the United States o( America 
&Rfered u 1Ceot1d-clu1 .u.tter at Illa polt oJ11ce at Broo.1:111,., N. Y., 

~"de<" flle Act o/ Jlarcll J, Jilt. 

"THE KJNGDOM IS A.T HA.ND" 

This 384-page book was released by the Society's president at 
the recent United Announcers' Theocratic Assembly 1111d was given 
a royal reception. ''The Kingdom Ia af Hand" bnngs together all 
the unportnnt scnptures and events beanng upon God's kingdom 
and weaves them together mto an interestmg but most enlighten­
ing story of truth. The book is bound in a deep shade of red 
cloth, and the cover design is stamped in gold, conveymg the idea 
of ann.ouncmg the joyous fact of the Kmgdom as at hand. The 
colored pictures which illustrate the theme are of fine artistic 
value; and the text matter is supplemented by both a subject in­
dex and a scnpture text mdex. As long as the special Publishers' 
edition lasts we will ms.ii it to contributor1 postpaid on a contri· 
bution of but 25c. Releue of "The Kangd.om la at Hand" in a 
general edition for public distnbution is announced elsewhere 

"THE JUNGOOIK IS A.T BA.ND" QUESTION BOOKLET 

ThU 64-page booklet serves as an invaluable companion to the 
new book "TM Ki,.gdotn Ia at Hand". All senoua reader1 of this 
important book will realize the need of studying it carefully, ~oth 
privately and iD class. The Study Que1tiom booklet wu specially 
prepared to meet the need of questions to focus thought and dis 
cussion upon the gist of each paragraph. In addition to the ques 
tions covering every paragraph of the book, the Slu4y Q1"1tsoti 

( GolltittUed ot1 page 320) 
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ORGANIZED FOR FINAL WORK 
"They will indeed turn au:ay from the hearing of the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But be t~ou 
sober in all things,· suffer bad treatment [as a good soldier of Christ Jesus]; perform an evangelist's 

work; fully accomplish thy service." -2 Tim. 4: 4, 5, The Emphatic Diaglott. 

JEHOVAH GOD is approaching the grand climax 
of his "strange work", which work precedes the 
battle of Armageddon. The not distant future, 

into which the post\var road of mutilated humanity 
leads, will witness the end of a work that he will 
never repeat. Its end '";11 also spell the end of man's 
global organization which fails to favor the "strange 
work" of God. Such disaster upon man's boasted 
self-rule of the globe will come by the direct action 
of Almighty God. In ancient time Mount Perazim 
and the valley of Gibeon were sites of his strange 
or spectacular doings. Armageddon, to which all the 
nations are now gathered, will shortly mark his 
strangest of acts, of which his former acts at Giheon 
were mere typical samples. Of this future history 
he gives us his own promise: "For Jehovah will rise 
up as in mount Perazim, he will be wroth as in the 
valley of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his 
strange work, and bring to pass his act, his strange 
act. Now therefore be ye not scoffers, lest your bonds 
[of judgment and doom] be made strong; for a 
decree of destruction have I heard from the Lord, 
.Jehovah of hosts, upon the whole earth." (Isa. 
28: 21, 22, Am. Stan. Ver.) First his "strange work"; 
then his "strange act"! 

2 Because the "strange act" bespeaks destruction 
at Armageddon to man's global or earthly organiza­
tion, the "strange work" that precedes it is so cru­
cially important to the present generation of men. 
Except for the faithful doing of that "strange work" 
no creatures on earth would outlive the "strange act" 
of the wrath of God against the wickedness and 
corruptions of this world. Ever since the warning 
concerning the near approach of the battle of Arma­
geddon began to be given in our lifetime the religious­
minded men of this world have scoffed at such a 
thing as too strange to occur, particularly to "Chris­
tendom". In the same measure that they have viewed 
1. What will the end of Jehovah'• "1trange work" •IH!lll IU>d bow 
was thia- toreabadow@d and foretold? 
2. Why !• the watrange work" so cruclall1 Important? and what ancient 
warning c:u1 be repeated now to those who think 1t •tranire? 

the coming act of Jehovah God as outlandish and 
foreign to reason, they have looked upon his work 
preliminary to his act as equally strange. Today it 
can be said to these scoffers as it was said to like 
ones long ago: "Beware therefore, lest that come 
upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a 
work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto you."-Acts 
13: 40, 41. 

1 Those to whom these words of warning were 
directed were the religious leaders among those who 
claimed to be God's chosen nation. N own.days the 
self-confident religious leaders of "Christendom" 
claim to know God's work when they see it. Yet they 
view His work now going on as something foreign 
and alien to God and too strange to accept. For this 
reason they do not acknowledge it as His work; 
they condemn and oppose it, and try to set all people 
within their sphere of influence against it. To these 
religious clergymen who claim to be the link between 
God and their religious flocks,' why should His work 
seem "strange" T Was not the work foretold T and is 
it not plainly described in the Holy Scriptures where 
these learned clergymen can read it T Did not Christ 
Jes us make it unmistakably clear that this work 
would immediately precede the divine act that brings 
the calamitous end to this world at Armageddon T 
Yes; for he prophesied: "And this gospel [evangel] 
of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole 
inhabited earth for a testimony unto all the nations; 
and then shall the end come."-Matt. 24: 14, Am. 
Stan. Ver., margin. 
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• In the order of events as foretold by Jesus to 
mark the time of his coming into his kingdom, the 
preaching of "this gospel of the kingdom" was due 
to be done after the first world war of human experi-
3. What attitude do the rellgtowi lea~n take toward the "atrange 
work" l a.ad wb1 1.8 there no ucuse for It to appear ttrange to them 1 
f. (al What u "this 101pel ol the lrlngdom", and wh:r do the nllgloa1 
element ngard It u atranire to P"'lcb It? (b) In th!ll connection. wbat 
action of tbeln marb the nllgtou1 world u doomed and near lu end? 
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ence. (Matt. 2±: 7, 8) The gospel or good news is 
of the Kingdom no more as being on the way but 
as being here and as having begun. This is because 
in 1914, the year of outbreak of World War I, Jeho­
vah God by his Christ took to himself his great power 
and began reigning, to make an end of this terrible 
situation at this earth. The proof of 1914 as marking 
that important event has been set forth in earlier 
issues of this magazine and in other WATCHTOWER 
publications and circulated world-wide. But such 
proof the religious element declines to believe, and 
for selfish causes. ·what wonder that the preaching 
of the glad tidings of the Kingdom's coming they 
should regard as freakishly "strange"! And that 
men and women should consecrate their lives to 
.Jehovah God through Christ and should then devote 
themselves to preaching such gospel at risk of world 
hostility, persecution, sufferings, and death itself, 
tlizs has struck the religious clergy as "strange". 
They themselves are unwilling to risk such things 
to preach present truths. To add to the afflictions of 
such gospel preachers, the Catholic and Protestant 
dergy have joined with the political governments, 
in fact, have stirred up such political governments, 
unto misconstruing, condemning, forbidding and 
suppressing the Kingdom proclamation and unto 
hating, hounding, arresting, bringing to trial, im­
prisonmg and also killing· the consecrated ones 
engaged in the proclamation. This was all as Jesus 
foretold. It marks the religious world as doomed 
and as near its end.-Matt. 24: 9-13. 

5 The work of gospel-preaching continues to go on 
in spite of all such afflictions, because the faithful 
ones are determined to endure to the end of the work 
and to the end of this world. They have nothing to 
clo with religion and refuse to take any part in this 
world's affairs and its popular schemes for world 
recovery, peace and security. Instead, they apply 
themselves wholly to proclaiming and advocating 
God's kingdom as man's only hope and salvation. 
These facts add to the strangeness of the work in 
worldly eyes. When the world situation is so press­
ing, this "strange work" of testifying to the King­
dom seems to be foolishness in the extreme. This is 
not the first time that the preaching of the pure 
message of God has been classed as senseless folly 
and stupidity by so-called realists and practical men 
of the world. As long ago as the first century of this 
era the apostle Paul stated these facts of his own 
experience, namely: "The preaching of [Christ's 
tree] is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God. For after 
that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preach­
ing to save them that believe."-1 Cor. 1: 18, 21. 
15. What further facts add to the strangeness of the work? and why 
does It seem to be foolishness In the extreme? 

6 The fact of the Kingdom's coming in 191-± is all 
the more reason for us to disdain the world's cry of 
"Foolishness!" and to increase the preaching as 
never before. During World War I the nations used 
base and un-Christlike tactics to try to silence for 
ever this preaching; but in vain! The seeming 
success then of such gospel enemies met with a sharp 
reverse in 1919, when, by God's grace, the work was 
revived among Jehovah's witnesses. \Vhv so 1 
Because their preaching of the Kingdom go~pel is 
the "strange work" of Jehovah. It is done at Hb 
command, in fulfillment of prophecy; and he caused 
it to be foretold by his Christ. It was therefore bound 
to be done, and nobody could or has been able to 
stop it. The only uncertain part was, By whom on 
earth was the work to be done 1 The realities wlnch, 
by the power of God, appear in answer to this 
question have contributed to the strange nature of 
the work. 

1 Every honest person must admit that the preach­
ing of Jehovah's Theocratic rule or kingdom by his 
Christ is not being done by the hundreds of thou­
sands of religious clergymen of "Christendom". 
Persons not intimately acquainted with the Bihle 
would expect that such clergy would be the chief 
ones to preach such a glorious message, pointing 
all men to the Kingdom as Jehovah's means for 
vindicating his name; destroying all doers of wicked­
ness in heaven and earth, and bringing life and peace 
eternal to "men of good-will". The clergy claim to 
be ordained of God and to be representatives of 
God's kingdom. They insist they are the only ones 
educated enough and officially authorized to inter­
pret the Bible to the people. Look at the world-wide 
sr:stems· of r~ligion they have built up, rich and 
mighty orgamzati~ns for propagating and carrying 
forward the teachmgs and practices of their sects 
and cults. Upon the membership rolls of these 
denominational organizations they have hundreds of 
millions of persons written. Due to these very facts 
the clergy cannot escape their responsibility to be 
preachers of "this gospel of the kingdom" at the time 
of the Kingdom's establishment. But the known con­
duct of such religionists from and after the decisive 
date of 1914 testifies against them as to their dis­
graceful failure to shoulder and discharge their 
responsibility. 

8 Such failure on the part of the religious clergy 
has not c.aused the prophecy to fail, that "this gospel 
of the kmgdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations". God simply gets it 
done by others than the clergy of "Christendom", 
6. Why should we Increase the preaching as never before? and how 
and why did the rehglonlsts meet with a sharp reverse rn 1919 ? 
7. As to the doing of the pruchlng, what must all honest persons admit? 
but due to what fact was It reasonable to expect It to be contrariwise' 
8. What effect has this hac upon the fulfillment of the prophecy concern­
ing gospel-preaching? but how has God's action in this regard affected 
the clergy? 
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although these, in Haman fashion, think it strange 
that He does not need or use them in this most 
important work but gets along without them and 
in spite of them. In fact, God's slighting of them 
infuriates them against those true Christians whom 
Jehovah God favors with the high privilege of a 
part in his '·strange work", namely, Jehovah's wit­
nesses and their companions of good-will. 

THE FINAL TIME FOR GOOD NEWS 

0 As this calendar year 1944 nears its close, those 
who are commissioned by Jehovah God and entrusted 
by him with the service of preaching this Kingdom 
evangel to all the habitable earth stand on the brink 
of a grand opportunity. It brings with it a great 
responsibility; and therefore let them not fail of 
the opportunity. It is a grave responsibility, but not 
the less a great privilege, to be living at this stage 
in the development of God's "strange work". The 
most colossal war of all man's history leaves in its 
wake many millions bereaved, homeless, crippled, 
diseased and undernourished, and poverty-stricken. 
It leaves such in need of true comfort and guidance. 
Everywhere are multitudes whose sorrows, bereave­
ments, and disillusionment may turn them to bitter­
ness against God their only Savior by Christ Jesus, 
unless they are reached with the gospel. Great 
masses are exposed to the de~eits of religion and 
to the crafty operations of the religionists, who are 
the principal ones on earth responsible for this 
global war and who now skillfully seek to cover 
their tracks and to ingratiate themselves upon the 
suffering peoples as their best friends. 

10 Hence it is no exaggeration to say that never 
was the need greater for humankind to hear the 
gospel preached directing all obedient hearers into 
the way of salvation. The failure of the first League 
of Nations is now a thing of past history. The fram­
ing of a new association of nations with religion as 
an integral part is under way. It has back of it the 
most mighty means for enforcing it upon the people. 
It has back of it the mightiest propaganda agencies, 
including the religious clergy, for persuading the 
masses to put their trust in it and support it. Not 
only is the world's most ambitious attempt at human 
government just before us, but also Satan as "the 
god of this world" is about to deceive all mankind by 
his greatest scheme for blinding them to God's king­
dom and putting the misinformed ones in direct 
opposition to it. Satan the Devil knows that the 
battle of Armageddon is unavoidably ahead of his 
world. So his purpose is that when it is destroyed 
by Jehovah's "strange act", then as many as possible, 
9 Why do the commissioned gospel-preachers stand on the brink of 
a grand opportunity? and why should they not fail of it? 
10 (a) Why ls the greatest deception ahead of mankind, and what is 
Satan's deadly purpose? ( b) Why is the witnessing yet ahead the 
final work? 

if not all, of earth's population shall be destroyed 
with it and him. That would leave God's kingdom 
to take over few subjects, if any at all, alive into 
the righteous New World. It is the last time of 
Satan's world organization. And since "this gospel 
of the kingdom" must be preached until the end of 
that organization, it is evident that the gospel 
preaching yet to be done, and which sets in with 
the postwar era, is the final work of witness, the 
final part of Jehovah's "strange work". After it, 
comes his "strange act" at Armageddon. 

11 Through his apostle God gives command to His 
organization. The pressing circumstances of the~e 
times, therefore, add force to it as being due to be 
obeyed now with the liveliest zeal and earnestness, 
namely: "I adjure thee before that God and Christ 
Jesus who is about to judge the living and the dead, 
and by his appearing and by his kingdom, proclaim 
the word, be urgent seasonably, unseasonably, con­
fute, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and 
teaching. For there will be a time when they will 
not endure wholesome instruction, but 'vill accumu­
late teachers for themselves, according to their own 
inordinate desires, ticlding their ear, and they will 
indeed turn away from the hearing of the truth, and 
be turned aside to fables. But be thou sober in all 
things; suffer bad treatment; perform an evangel­
ist's work; fully accomplish thy service." ( 2 Tim. 
4: 1-5, The Emphatic Diaglott) This admonition of 
Paul to Timothy was given in order to counteract 
the turning away of many from hearing the truth. 
Paul's very next words show he was expecting 
shortly to die off the earthly scene of action. Hence 
the Lord God was using Paul to train and instruct 
Timothy to act as assistant to the visible governing 
body under Christ and to serve thus among God's 
consecrated people after Paul's death. 

12 Now, at the opening of a new postwar epoch, 
we are about to be spectators of the greatest mass 
movement away from hearing the truth and to turn­
ing their ears unto fables. The last stand of Satan 
the Devil and his demons is about to take place, and 
he now pulls off the biggest fraud in the history of 
his world organization. It will be the biggest, because 
it is put over upon the people in the very presence 
of God's established kingdom and when the message 
is going forth in powerful tones, "The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." This message is the truth; but 
the ears of selfish men itch for something else. In 
order to further blind and deceive them, Satan must 
invent and devise the super-scheme, the master­
scheme, of all his iniquitous career and fairly hyp­
notize the people with it. Now practically attaining 
11. (a) Through the apostle Paul what command did God give to 
Timothy, and what force do present circumstances give It? (b) Wby 
did Paul give this admonition to Timothy back there? 
12. In accord with Paul's warning, what great mass movement are 
we about to witness, and why? 
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to the summit of his ambition for totalitarian domi­
nation of all this globe, Satan the Devil raises up 
fear and suspicion and drives the nations to unite 
in a scheme for a joint holding down of the earth 
and its people. He starts the fable a-rolling, and 
uses all possible channels of propaganda and pub­
licity to make it popular, that the after-war associ­
ation of nations is man's last and only hope for a 
peaceful earth with security, prosperity and justice 
to all races, nations, minorities, and languages. A 
blasphemous fable this is. Against it God's Word 
sets forth Jehovah's kingdom by his Son Jesus 
Christ as the only successful and permanent means 
for the bringing in of a new world of righteousness, 
peace, safety, health, prosperity and life forever for 
faithful men on the earth. 

THE ORGANIZATION FOR THE WORK 

n In the teeth of the world-wide propaganda of 
Satan and his demons for support of a man-made 
organization for global rule, the words of our Com. 
mander Christ Jesus must be and will be fulfilled: 
"This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations." Your 
decision must be made now on the question, Who 
will defy the world and its global organization and 
obediently advocate for Jehovah's kingdom by Christ 
and everywhere preach the good news about itT Do 
not look to the religious clergy for aid in making 
your decision on this issue. Already their proposals 
and declarations show that they have decided for 
political government of this earth by the same old 
crowd, namely, imperfect, sinful, selfish men of this 
world. Never is it to be expected that the religious 
clergy, big and little, will turn down the scheme of 
international politicians and reject Caesar as their 
king or put the Most High God Jehovah above the 
world state. Not onlv is consistency with their reli­
gious course of action till now against such a thing, 
but Bible prophecy shows they will religiously hop 
on the back of the postwar creature and try to ride 
it with the prod of "more religion". To deceive them­
selves and their religious flocks and all the rest of 
mankind, they will argue that the worldly setup is 
the "higher powers" and is God's will toward man­
kind expressed in a political way, and hence all men 
must submit to it and support it, lest it fail. All the 
religious clergy will be good friends of the world 
state and will give it their blessing and religious 
advice for its success.-Rev. 17: 1-15; 13: 14-16; 
Jas. 4: 4. 

16 There is one class of persons on earth whose 
decision is to ''perform an evangelist's work" on 
through the postwar epoch and clear through to its 
13. What qoeatlon la now up for declalon, and what do the rellslou.a 
clerc7'1 .course of action and tbe Bible propheciea ahow their dttlaion 
to Ii<!? 
14. Who. howner. are derided to "perform an nangeUot'• work"! and 
what facu atteet that the7 will do ao to the end of tbe po11rtrar period! 

end, namely, Jehovah's witnesses. Their record testi­
fies to their having preached the Kingdom evangel 
without letup from 1918 onward till now. On the 
fourth day of their United Announcers' Theocratic 
Assembly last August in 60 cities throughout the 
earth (Australian assemblies in September), and 
with a total attendance of more than 90,000 at the 
time, they adopted a Resolution having these words 
as its closing resolve: "That we, as those who are 
fully consecrated to God to do His will in the foot­
steps of Christ Jesus, recognize our obligation as 
ministers of the Kingdom gospel; and that, there­
fore, down to the final end of Satan's organization 
and its postwar creation for dominating humankind, 
we will keep integrity by continuing to advocate the 
kingdom of God and never slacking in preaching to 
all nations that 'The kingdom is at hand'." Immedi­
ately after the enthusiastic adoption of this Resolu­
tion, there was released as an instrument for use in 
the postwar era the new book "The Kingdom Is at 
Hand". 

11 The Holy Scriptures give good promise that, as 
certainly as Almighty God and his King Christ Jesus 
have helped Jehovah's witnesses to endure Nazi­
Fascist-religious persecution and to keep aloft the 
banner of the Kingdom gospel until this present 
time, they will continue to sustain them through the 
postwar years in preaching "this gospel of the king­
dom" till the end comes upon Satan's world organi­
zation. What though the vast majority of the com­
mon people of all the natiorns fall for the Devil's 
cunning deceit and turn away their ears from favor­
ably hearing the truth, Jehovah's witnesses must 
persist in preaching without discouragement. They 
will thus perfect their obedience to God and keep 
their integrity toward Him. Never will they take up 
the world's propaganda and preach its fables. They 
will not seek to please men with ears itching to hear 
things that satisfy man's selfish vanity and self­
righteous sentiments. They are committed to obey­
ing God rather than obeying men in conflict with 
Him, and will 'stand fast in the freedom wherewith 
Christ hath made us free'.-Gal. 5: 1, Dwglott. 

11 According to all indications of Bible prophecy, 
a tremendous earth-wide work confronts these conse­
crated people of Jehovah God, and that in the face 
of the greatest difficulties and antagonism. The 
possibilities for evangelism that loom up before 
them, especially as such possibilities per:tain to the 
scattered multitudes of persons of good-will in 
danger of sudden destruction at Armageddon unless 
reached, present a challenge to Jehovah's covenant 
people. These are a "small people" as to numbers. 
15. (a) How do we know ther will Ii<! enabled ta do eo! lb) In 1plte 
ot the majoritJ'• turniDC awa7 thetr ear• trom he&rtna the truth 
what !Du.at tbe7 do! 
16. {a) In the light of Bible prophec7, what P<>Nlbllltlea pretient a 
challenre to Jehovah'• co>'enant people now? (b) Hence, what pertinent 
queetiawo ariae for determination aa to Bis people? 
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Are they fully equipped unto the great task t Are 
they properly and adequately organized for the vast 
final work with all its heavy demandsf .Among them 
there are found no pompous titles of "bishop", 
"archbishop," "deacon," "cardinal deacon," "pres­
byter," "elder," "priest.'' and "father", such as 
embellish the religious institutions. They are organ­
ized in a manner utterlv different from that of the 
religious systems. But a"re they organized according 
to the Scriptures and hence according to God's 
expressed will! That is the question for determina­
tion. 

THEOCRATIC STRUCTURE 

n For any organization on earth to be approved 
of the Most High God and to be usable for him to 
do his work of preaching "this gospel of the king­
dom" that organization must be Theocratic. That 
is to say, it must be built according to the Bible 
truth that Jehovah God is the Supreme Ruler and 
that, under Him, Christ Jesus is his appointed Head 
of the congregation of His people; and, further, that 
His organization must operate according to the 
Supreme One and not according to the democratic 
will of the people. The people are not the sovereign 
rulers, and their officers are not the mere servants 
of the people, to receive their appointments from 
such people. In the visible part of the Theocratic 
organization on earth all its members are the serv­
ants of the Most High God, to do His will as they 
have covenanted to do. Any brethren among them 
who have appointments and responsibilities to render 
special work are not the people's servants subject 
to their dictates, but are the servants of the Lord 
God The Theocrat. They are responsible to him and 
either stand or fall to him. Thus his consecrated 
people are a great servant-body, engaged in serving 
God and his Christ. 

18 Jehovah's witnesses are therefore members of 
his Theocratic organization, but they are not The 
Theocracy and are not trying to set up a Theocracy. 
The Theocracy is Jehovah's kingdom by Christ 
Jesus; and they are simply announcers of it as its 
visible representatives and ambassadors. (2 Cor. 
5: 20) They yet have to 'make their calling and 
election sure in order that an entrance may be minis­
tered to them after death into the everlasting king­
dom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ'. ( 2 Pet. 
1: 10, 11) Speaking to them as his servant-body, the 
Most High God said prophetically: ''Ye are my wit­
nesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have 
chosen; ... I have declared, and I have saved, and 
I have showed; and there was no strange god among 
-17. Why mt1.1t tbe organisation b9 "'l'beocrat1c'', and wbat doee tb&t 
mean res~tlng tbe orpnlsatlon ! 
18. Ill) Why an ,leboTab'• wttn- not 'l'be 'l'beocraey or bullden 
ot It? lb) What doea JehoTab deslsnate bi• wltn-ea to be, ud bow 
do we know Chriat Jeana I• no exception to tbla Theocratic rule? 

you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith J ehoval1, 
and I am God. I am Jehovah, your Holy One, the 
Creator of Israel, your King." (Isa. 43: 10-12, 15, 
Am.Stan. Ver.) Christ Jesus is no exception to the 
Theocratic rule that Jehovah is supreme and runs 
his organization absolutely according to his will. 
Christ Jesus is Jehovah's Chief Servant and is the 
Head Servant of Jehovah's company of witnesses 
on earth. Therefore the apostle Matthew applies to 
Christ Jesus the prophecy of Isaiah 42: 1-4, and says 
that in Jesus Jehovah's words were fulfilled, namely: 
"Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my 
beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put 
my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment 
to the Gentiles. . . . And in his name shall the 
[nations] trust."-Matt. 12: 15-21. 

19 At this end of the world, when Christ Jesus 
comes to the temple for judgment of his followers, 
there would be the final remnant of his church or 
body-members upon the earth. These faithful ones 
he would constitute into a servant-body under him­
self as Head. This very action concerning the rem­
nant Christ Jesus foretold, saying: ''Who then is 
a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath ma.de 
ruler over his household, to give them meat in due 
season! Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when 
he cometh shall find so doing. Verily I say unto you, 
That he shall make him ruler over all his goods." 
(Matt. 24: 45-47) For the foregoing reasons the 
term servant is consistently used among the ranks 
of the remnant of consecrated, spirit-begotten and 
anointed witnesses of Jehovah. The term designates 
them as servants of God, and not of men. It is 
written to them: "Ye are bought with a price; be not 
ye the servants of men."-1 Cor. 7: 23. 

10 But are not bishops, deacons, and elders a right­
ful part of God's visible organization T Are they not 
mentioned in our English Bibles, and are not instruc­
tions given concerning their appointmentt Those 
asking such questions· will cite to us 1 Timothy 
3: 1-13, reading: "This is a true saying, If a man 
desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. 
A bishop then must be blameless, ... Likewise must 
the deacons be grave, ... For- they that have used 
the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a 
good degree." Also Titus 1: 5-9: "For this cause left 
I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain elders in everv 
city, . . . For a bishop must be blameless, as th~ 
steward of God; ... holding fast the faithful word 
... " Roman Catholics with copies of the approved 
Douay Version Bible will point to Acts 20: 28, read­
ing: .. Take heed to yourselves, and to the whole 
19 Ca) Wbat did Jeaua fo~tell be •onld N>netlrnte tbe llDAl remnant 
of bla bodJ·member1 tn be? (bl What term la thel"efou naed among 
their ?&Db. &nd ln wb•t apeclal eeue? 
20. Wb .. t 1111eatlou ulae concernlng blabOpa, elders ud dflllc:QM? a.nd 
what 11Crtpture9 ue cited In connection tbere'Wttb? 
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flock, wherein the Holy Ghost hath placed you 
bishops, to rule the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood." 

11 In studying this question, remember that both 
the King James Version and the Douay Version 
quoted above were translated from Hebrew and 
Greek texts by religious men who were members of 
organizations having so-called "bishops", "deacons," 
"presbyters" or "elders", who occupied so-called 
"bishoprics", "diaconates" or "deaconships", and 
"elderships". Naturally such translators inserted 
such words into the English translation of the Bible 
in order to give seeming support to their ecclesiasti­
cal system of offices. Thereby they have made titles to 
be put as honors upon religious clergymen, to cause 
others to exercise fear of men toward such title­
bearers. This has led the religious flocks into a snare 
and brought them into bondage to clergymen who 
selfishly oppress and exploit the flocks. "The fear 
of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust 
in Jehovah shall be safe." (Prov. 29: 25, Am. Stan. 
Ver.) Said the young man Elihu, whom God used 
as His prophet: "Let me not, I pray you, accept any 
man's person, neither let me give flattering titles 
unto man. For I know not to give flattering titles; 
in so doing my maker would soon take me away." 
(Job 32: 21, 22) It is not surprising, therefore, that 
the betitled religious clergy speak with offense 
against this Elihu. 

OVERSEERS, SUPERL~TE~DEXTS 

" The word which the apostles Paul and Peter 
used and which the English translators, Catholic 
and Protestant, rendered "bishop" is episkopos 
(bfoxoao;). And episkope (Emoxoa~) they rendered 
"bishopric" or "office of a bishop". Both words were 
in use centuries before Paul and Peter, and are used 
in the first Greek translation of the Hebrew Scrip­
tures known as "the Septuagint". This translation 
Paul and Peter used in their Bible studies. For 
example, the Septuagint uses the words episkopos 
and episkope at Numbers 4: 16, reading: "Eleazar 
the son of Aaron the priest is overseer-the oil for 
the light, and the incense of composition, and the 
daily meat-offering, and the anointing oil, are his 
charge; even the oversight of the whole tabernacle," 
etc. The Septuagint uses the word episkopos for 
captain at Numbers 31: 14, reading: "And ~loses was 
angry with the captains of the host, the heads of 
thousands, and the heads of hundreds, who came 
from the battle-array." In Psalm 109: 8, which Peter 
quoted at Acts 1: 20, the Septuagint uses episkope 
for "office of overseer". Psalm 109: 8 (£XX) reads: 
21. (a) In studyln1< thUI question, what must we remember concerning 
i~r;l'1E~"~:db .. 1!!-1>,!:· a~!fns~o th•r:r result hu thl1 led? (bl How bu 
22. Wbat are the Greek words which the English tranalaton rendered 
"bishop" and "bishopric"? and where and bow were these woriD In 
use long before tbe apostle.t' day? 

''Let his days be few; and let another take his office 
of overseer." Acts 1: 20 reads: "For it is written in 
the book of Psalms, ... and his bishopric [ episkope] 
let another take." Also the Septuagint uses episkopos 
for overseer at Isaiah 60: 17, where Jehovah speaks 
of his Theocratic organization, saying: "For brass 
I will bring thee gold, and ... I will make thy princes 
peaceable, and thine overseers righteous."-LXX. 

u The words episkopos and episkope were not 
intended to be honorary titles. They were used to 
designate a service within God's organization, which, 
of course, it was a privilege as well as a responsi­
bility to render. The original word episkopos simply 
had the meaning of overseer. Correspondingly, 
episkope had the meaning of oversight or duty of 
overseer. As an overseer has to visit and inspect, 
episkope is also rendered as ·visitation. Mark Jesus' 
use of the word, at Luke 19: 44, regarding God's 
inspection of the nation of Israel by Christ Jesus: 
"Thou knewest not the time of thy visitation." Mark 
Peter's use of the word at 1 Peter 2: 12, saying to 
Christians: "\\Thereas they speak against you as evil­
doers, they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation." 
The root of this Greek word is the Greek verb 
episkopein; and you will see that its basic idea is 
that of oversight as of a shepherd over his sheep, by 
noting Peter's use of the verb, saying: "Feed the 
flock of God, which is among you, taking the over­
sight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind." (1 Pet. 
5: 2) And the Douay Version reads: "Feed the flock 
of God which is among you, taking care of it," etc. 
The King James Version translation gives the right 
meaning of episkopos at Acts 20: 28, where Paul says 
to the elder brethren of the church at Ephesus: 
"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and· to all the 
flock, over the which the holy [spirit] hath made you 
overseers, to feed the church of God." 

" The emphatic translation by Rotherham does 
not favor any manufacturing of titles such as 
"bishop". It renders 1 Timothy 3: 1, 2 in the follow­
ing plain, understandable way: ''If anyone for over­
sight [episkope] is eager, a noble work doth he 
covet :-It is needful then for the overseer [epis­
kopos] to be irreproachable," etc. 

u Because selfish men have gone over to religion 
and have sought to create titles and powerful offices 
with authority over others, they have lost sight of 
the simple meaning of the original Bible words and 
the way they are to be applied. In the great religious 
systems of the day the so-called "bishops" are looked 
23. (a) What are the almple meanlnga of those Gr~k words, and also 
of the root from wblct. they are drawn? (h) What are some Scriptural 
e:umple11 of 1ucb meanlup? 
24. What doe1 the Rotherham tranalatlon ahow bJ It.I rendering of 
1 T1motbJ 3: 1. 21 
25. Throul{b wbat ael4sb deiilre and practice bne the gTellt rellrloos 
ostema I011t sight of the 1lmple meanlnp of 1uch Bible worda. 1ond 
with what re1111lt 1 
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upon as successors to the apostles of Jesus Christ 
and each bishop has charge of a large area or popu­
lation in which there are a number of religious con­
gregations under lesser or lower clergymen than the 
bishop. Only one bishop is assigned to each such 
area or "diocese", and in such area only one clergy­
man holds the office of the bishopric. Going still 
farther in their quest for high and influential offices, 
the religionists invented the office of archbishop, 
who is alone in office in his so-called "arch-diocese", 
and who holds direct control over a number of mere 
bishops and their mere dioceses. After this fashion 
they have built up a pyramid of religious offices, 
which reaches its peak in the so-styled papa or pope, 
who is declared to be the "bishop of Rome". 

26 Such religious practices are far from the mean­
ing and usage of episkopos (or overseer) and his 
episko pe (or oversight), in the Theocratic Christian 
church in the days of Christ's apostles. In those days 
of correct organization, instead of applying the term 
episkopos to one "bishop" over a number of cono-re-

• 0 

gations scattered over such bishop's territory, God's 
\Vord proves there were a number of overseers 
( episkopos) in each congregation. For example, the 
'.1postle Paul, in writing to the church at Philippi 
m. Greece, opens up his epistle, saying: "Paul and 
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the 
saint~ in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons.'' The Emphatic Diaglott 
reads: ''With the overseers and assistants." Rother­
ham's emphasized translation reads: '"Vith over­
seers and ministers." The Goodspeed translation 
reads: "With the superintendents and assistants." 
-Phil. 1: 1. 

27 In giving the plain meaning of the term epis-
1;opo.s th:s~ traJ?slation~ ~o away with the imposing, 
awe-msp1rmg title of 'bishop" and bring common 
sense and understandableness into the English rendi­
tion of the Bible. ~Ioreover, the apostle Paul's words 
above show there were several such overseers or 
superintendents (mistranslated "bishops") in the 
local company or church at Philippi. This very fact 
explodes the conceited claim that the religious 
bishops are the successors of the apostles and that 
therefore the religious systems showing off such 
"bishops" are apostolical and hence are part of "the 
true church" or make up "the only church". Religion 
by its "bishops" has perverted the meaning of 
episkopos. 

11 The same fact, that a number of overseers 
mistranslated ''bishops") were present and active 
n each congregation of any size, appears also at 

2 l Wby la auch practice reapectlng bishops far from the Intent of 
1e Greek words, aa sbown at Phlllppians 1 : 1? 

27. (a) What Is the elfect of such plain Engliab translational (b) What 
•ligious claims do Paul'a words aboye explode? 

2' How doea this aame fact appear from what wu said to the 
phea1an eldera by Paul en route to Jerusalem? 

Ephesus, capital of the Roman province of Asia. On 
Paul's final journey up to Jerusalem his ship put in 
at the harbor of ~Iiletus. Paul went ashore and sent 
word to the older brethren at Ephesus to come down 
and see him. In final warning to these servants of 
the church at Ephesus he said to them: "Take heed 
to yourselves, therefore, and to all the flock among 
whom the holy spirit made you overseers [mistrans­
lated "bishops"], to feed the church of God, which 
he acquired by the blood of his own." (Acts 20: 16-28, 
Diaglott) Paul recognized no one of such overseers 
as the bishop of Ephesus and as alone in the office 
of bishop over Ephesus and other cities or congre­
gations of a diocese. No; but all those several serv­
ants of the one congregation of Ephesus Paul recog­
nized as the overseers ( episkopos) of that company. 
He said they were put into this service, not by 
democratic voting of the congregation, but by the 
operation of God's holy spirit or active force. Such 
holy spirit is always Theocratic in its operation, 
because always it fulfills or works out the will of 
the great Theocrat, Jehovah God. 

"ELDERS" 

u Because the service of the overseers was one 
of caring for and watching over the spiritual welfare, 
order and activity of the flock of God, such overseers 
were properly elders or elder brethren. Thev were 
elders, not by a democratic voting or election ~vstem 
of appointment. It is not such an election or appoint­
ment that makes an elder, any more than dubbing an 
infant an "elder'' and then assigning him to tasks 
which only elder persons can perform makes such 
infant an elder in fact. In the church of God the 
term elder does not denote an office. Therefore there 
is no such thing as an "elective elder". X o man 
attains to being an elder in a congregation bv being 
elected or voted in to be such. He becomes a·n elder 
by grow.i~g up as a Christian, that is, spiritually. 
Such spiritual growth does not necessarily require 
one to reach a~ i:dvanced age physically, but requires 
one to make d1hgent study of God's Word which is 
the spiritual guide. After that he must i~crease in 
the knowledge and understanding of it. Then he must 
apply this to his life and course of action and must 
also preach and pass along the teachings of God's 
\Vo rd to others. This, of course, takes time; but 
some, because of zeal and earnest effort advance 
more quickly than others do. Hence th~y attain 
spiritually to an elder state faster than others do 
and so come to spiritual maturity. Not alone bv their 
own e~dea'!'ors do they thus arrive at being ~lders, 
but primarily by the operation of God's spirit toward 
them. Also the help of their brethren aids and 
induces them to Christian growth. 
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10 The Greek word translated "elder" is presby­
teros. Literally it means "older one" or "more aged 
one". It is the comparative form of the word presby­
tes, which word Paul uses concerning himself, when 
he writes to Philemon, saying: "Yet for love's sake 
I rather beseech thee, being such an one as Paul the 
aged." (Philem. 9) Here Paul was not applying a 
title to himself, but was referring to the aged state 
of his body. There had been a flight of many years 
since when he, as a young man, stood and witnessed 
the stoning of Stephen. (Acts 7: 58) Also the apostle 
John refers to himself as "elder", but not in the 
sense of a title, when he writes: "The elder unto the 
elect lady and her children, whom I love in the 
truth"; and, "The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, 
whom I love in the truth." (2 John 1; 3 John 1) 
These letters of John were written when he was a 
very aged man, and toward the close of his earthly 
life. At that time also John was of a very ripe 
spiritual growth or age. The expression "elder" con­
cerning himself was quite proper. 

51 But does not Acts 14: 23 prove that being an 
elder was an office in the church and that the one 
holding such office was elected or appointed to itT 
The verse reads concerning Paul and Barnabas: 
"\Vhen they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fasting, they com­
mended them to the Lord, on whom they believed." 
With this verse may be studied Paul's instruction 
to Titus, namely: "For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee."-Titus 1: 5. 

12 These verses cannot Scripturally be taken to 
mean betitling or denominating men in the congre­
gations as "elders" to hold the office of "eldership". 
The term "eldership", as meaning an office in itself, 
does not occur in the Scriptures. At Acts 22: 5 Paul 
addressed a Jewish mob and said: "The high priest 
doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the 
elders." The expression "estate of the elders" trans­
lates just one word in the original Greek, namely, 
presbyterion, which means company, group or body 
of elders. (1 Tim. 4: 14) Hence modern translators 
render the word presbyterian otherwise, as follows: 
"The high priest and the whole council will bear me 
witness." (Goodspeed) "To that the High Priest 
himself and all the Council can testify." (20th Cen­
tury New Testament) "The High Priest also and all 
the Elders can bear me witness." (Weymouth) The 
Emphatic Diaglott and Rotherham do use the word 
eldership, but not as meaning an individual office. 
30. (al Wbat la tbe Greek word the apostle uses, and what h ltll mean­
Inc? (b) How do Paul and John u.se tbe word to ahow it Ill not a title? 
31. What acrlpturea are seuera.111 quoted to pron that belnJ an elder 
IJI an elect! ve omce? 
32 la there an "elderahlp" meaning an lndh'idoal elective oa!ce1 Uld 
bow la this abown bJ varlou1 tranalationa of Acta 22 : 15 ! 

What, then, does the Bible mean by the expression 
"appoint elders"t-Titus 1: 5, Diaglott. 

11 It means to appoint those who are recognized 
as being elders spiritually to certain essential serv­
ices within the congregation. It does not mean creat­
ing elders by vote or appointment. It shows that 
those whose mature fruits of word, doctrine and 
conduct prove them to be elders or mature ones in 
.a spiritual way are the ones qualified to be clothed 
upon with responsibilities of service. Hence these 
elders are the ones whom the apostle says to appoint 
to places of service in the Christian congregation. 
The rule was that those who were to be appointed to 
be overseers ( episkopos) over the flock of God were 
required to be elders, and this appointment must be 
made with or under the spirit of God. This fact is 
sharply manifest from the Bible account. For 
example: The record is that when Paul stopped off 
at Miletus on the coast of Asia Minor, "from Miletus 
he sent to Ephesus, and called to him the elders of 
the church. And when they [these elders] were come 
to him, he said unto them, ... Take heed unto your­
selves, and to all the flock, in which the holy spirit 
hath made you bishops [ (marginal reading) over­
seers], to feed the church of the Lord which he pur­
chased with his own blood."-Acts 20: 17-28, .Am. 
Stan. Ver. 

.. The Scriptural or Theocratic requirement that 
one must be an elder spiritually to be fit for appoint­
ment as an overseer is also shown at Titus 1: 5-7, 
where Paul writes: ''For this purpose I left thee 
behind in Crete, that thou mightest regulate things 
which are deficient, and mightest appoint elders in 
each city, as I directed thee; if any one is irreproach­
able, a husband of one wife, ha'ring believing chil­
dren, not under an accusation of profligacy, or of 
insubordination. For it is necessary that the over­
seer [ episkopos] be irreproachable, as God's stew­
ard." -Diaglo tt. 

11 Additionally, the apostle Peter makes clear that 
it is elders who are appointed to the overseersh1p 
of the church, God's heritage. Peter emphasizes this 
when he writes: "The elders, therefore, who are 
among you I exhort, who am a co-elder, and a witness 
of the sufferings of the Anointed one, and a partaker 
of that glory which is going to be revealed; tend the 
flock of God which is with you, overseeing [epis­
kopein] not by constraint, but voluntarily; neither 
for base gain, but readily." (1 Pet. 5: 1, 2, Diaglott; 
Am. Stan. Ver.) This shows that the appointed over­
seers in the flock of God's sheep were elders. They 
were appointed, not to be elders, but because of 
33{;) What. then, doe. the Bible uprenlon "appoint elder11.. mean 
and abow? (h) What part doe11 the holy 11>lrlt pla1 ln the matter, u 
indicated at A.cu 20 : 28? 
34. Bow la thl• 1&me aph'itual ttqnlrement 1hown at Tittl.I 1: 11-71 
315. Bow doea Peter make clear that tbe eldeni aH the one. to be 
appointed to be onneera 1 
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being elders. That to which they were appointed was 
not eldership, but was the work of oversight which 
only those who are already elders spiritually can 
safely be entrusted with and discharge. 

18 The brethren who are spiritually elder are the 
ones to whom the things which have to do with the 
spiritual progress of the church are to be assigned. 
They have matured in lmowledge and understanding 
and have developed spiritually by being active in 
God's service and by holding fast their integrity 
toward God under trial and temptation. Hence, 
when the great famine of the days of Emperor 
Claudius Caesar was foretold to the church at 
Antioch in Syria, what did the disciples do about it, 
and what persons did they charge with responsibilitv 
in the matted Note the record: "Then the disciple~, 
every man according to his ability, determined to 
send relief [diakonia; contribution] unto the breth­
ren which dwelt in Judrea: which also they did and . ,, ' sent it -to whom f "To the elders by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul." (Acts 11: 29, 30) Both Barna­
bas and Saul (or Paul) were elders, and were the 
ones entrusted with the carrying of the contribution. 
The ones in the churches in Judea to whom they were 
to deliver the contribution were the elders or elder 
brethren, that these might oversee the proper dis­
tribution of the relief with wisdom and righteous­
ness. The apostle Peter was evidently one of these 
latter elders. 

37 While Pe~er stated he was an elder, there were 
other elders m the church at Jerusalem who were 
not apostles like him. This fact appears in the record 
of the church at Jerusalem, when the troublesome 
question arose of whether non-J e\vish Christians 
should be required to be circumcised like the Jews. 
The record reads: 

"When therefore Paul and Barnabas [at Anti­
och] had no small dissension and disputation with 
them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and 
certain other of them, should go up to J erus~lem 
unto the apostles and elders about this question .... 
And when they were come to Jerusalem they were 
received of the church, and of the a~ostles and 
elders, and they declared all things that God had 
done with them .... And the apostles and elders 
came together for to consider of this matter." After 
thoroughly discussing the matter which was made 
clear with the help of the spirit of God working 
toward them, they decided to draft and send out 
a letter. "Then pleased it the apostles and elders 
with the whole church, to send chosen men of thei; 
own company to .Antioch with Paul and Barnabas· , 
---36. (a) To whom should the things haring to do wlth 1plrltual progre .. 
be aulpl!d, and whr? (b) Bo" is tbl1 ahown In the handUug of 
relief meaaurea against fa.mille In tbe daya of Claudius Caeear ! 
37. (a) Were there other elder• healdes the apostles In the church at 
Jerusalem? (h) Bow la tbia disclosed In the record concerning the 
handling of the queatlon concerning c1rcumclalon and Gentiles? 

namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief 
men among the brethren: and they wrote letters by 
them after this manner; The aposties and elders 
and brethren send greeting unto the brethren which 
are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia :"· 
etc. (Acts 15: 2-23) That Paul and Silas, for their 
part, faithfully carried out the work entrusted to 
them as elders, the record shows: "And as thev went 
through the cities, .they delivered them the decrees 
for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and 
elders which were at Jerusalem. And so were the 
churches established in the faith, and increased in 
number daily."-Acts 16: 4, 5. 

11 It is plain from the above action that the 
"apostles and elders" at Jerusalem, who were con­
sulted and who under the spirit's guidance decided 
and drew up the decrees to be kept by Gentile 
Christians, served as the governing body to the 
church or visible Theocratic organization throughout 
the earth. This did not mean the individuals thereof 
were infallible, but they looked to God for guidance 
by his spirit. Aside from the apostles, just what 
were the names or designations of the various kinds 
of service those other elders were appointed to 
render is not recorded. (Acts 21: 17, 18) But to be 
well organized for the work as a congregation in the 
territory under their care, the various elder breth­
ren, whether apostles or not, were assigned to certain 
service; for there was a variety of things to look 
after and needing certain ones to be appointed to 
look after such as their special responsibility. It is, 
of course, to be understood that the manifestation of 
the inworking of God's holy spirit as described at 
Ephesians 4: 1-12 and 1Corinthians12: 27-31 4-11 
was also in evidence in that church at Jeru~alem'. 
That was the first church or congregation to be 
established. The governing body of all the later 
Christian churches in all the earth was located with 
the church at Jerusalem, as long as that city con­
tinued in existence or the apostles staved there. 

" To be organized for the final work i~ these latter 
day~ there m~st li~ewise be a governing body under 
Christ. But elective elders" and men with other 
high-sounding ecclesiastical titles as ''bishop", etc., 
~re ?ut of the question. Those in the religious organ­
izations who bear such titles act as hindrances and 
opposers. to the fi?al .work being done by Jehovah's 
Theocratic orgaruzat10n. For further discussion of 
this s~bject for ~he ~ake of what light it throws upon 
the nght. orgaruzat10n of God's consecrated people 
for work m these final days requiring decisive action, 
~e must ref er our readers to the next succeeding 
issue. 
38. (a) Aa what did thoae apoatles and eldera together aene• (b) Why 
were all those eldero aHlgned to varloll.I apeclal ae•vke. aalde from 
those mentioned at Epheslana 4 and 1 Corlnthlana 12? 
39. (a) What muat there ID:ewlee be today? (b) Whr a.re "elective 
elden" and betitled men out ot the question? 



BACKGROUND OF WITCHCRAFT 

T HE practice of witchcraft has been carried on for do to them. Compare this with Hosea 11: 8; Jeremiah 12: 7; 
ages, and is practiced to this very day. In the Isaiah 47: 6. 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries a great wave of What, if anything, did the Devil do with those "sons 

it swept over Europe and America. lfany persons were of God" f He imprisoned them. Where T Satan and his 
tormented by the witches, these witches acting for and bullies, "the Nephilim" (translated "giants" at Genesis 
representing unseen intelligent powers of wickedness. In 6: 4), imprisoned them in the place symbolized by ''Magog". 
England and Scotland particularly there were many (Ezek. 38: 2; 39: 6) Later Jesus preached to those im­
hideous scenes of witches being tortured and exterminated. prisoned spirits concerning God's purpose; "by which also 
In the British colonies in America strenuous laws were he [Jesus) went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 
enacted against the practice of witchcraft. Every American which sometime were disobedient, when once the long­
familiar with history knows of the Salem (Uass.) witch- suffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the 
craft. The witches, under the influence of spiritistic forces, ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were 
claimed they were able to ride through thin air on broom- saved by water."-1 Pet. 3: 19, 20. 
sticks, on pokers or on animals, which, of course, is a Those imprisoned "spirits", however, are not the ones 
physical impossibility. Deluded persons, yielding them- responsible for witchcraft; but for the explanation we must 
selves to the hidden influences and forces, did, no doubt, consider the wicked demon associates of Satan the Devil, 
convince themselves that they could do such freakish things, which include the Nephilim, the willfully wicked angels that 
to terrorize others. appeared on earth prior to the flood and bullied humankind 

Witches are human creatures that haYe yielded them- and filled the earth with violence. What became of these 
selves as instruments for man's unseen enemies, Satan the Nephilim or "giants"? Those wicked angels had joined 
Devil and bis unholy angels; and they permit themselves Satan shortly after his rebellion in Eden, and sometime 
to be employed as mediums for communication between prior to the flood they materialized as giants among men. 
wicked spirits and men on the earth. Witchcraft is of the They were not included in God's judgment concerning those 
Devil and is the fruit of his rebellion against Jehovah God. who should be destroyed in the flood; for the reason that 
Satan the rebel invented witchcraft, and he and his wicked they, together with Satan, had previously been sentenred to 
spi1·itual allies employ and foster witchcraft to deceive death, but their execution was deferred to a later date, 
human creatures. The background of witchcraft is found namely, at the battle of Armageddon. The judgment of 
in the new conditions that followed as a result of the great complete destruction was long ago entered against Satan 
flood that swept our entire planet in the days of Noah. and those other willfully wicked creatures. (Gen. 3: 15) 
Let us peer into them. When that judgment is executed against Satan, then, as 

At most 120 years before the flood God's judgment of Ezekiel 28: 19 says, "never shalt thou be any more" Those 
human conditions was as expressed in this record: "Goo demons with him are spirit creatures that willing!;.: joined 
saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, . . . him in the rebellion, and are likewise malicioush· wicked 
And the LORD said, I will destroy man ... The end of and are held under divine surveillance for e~·erlastin~ 
all flesh is come." "Both man, and beast, . . . behold, 1 destruction, together with Satan. Their destruction 15 pic­
will destroy them." (Gen. 6: 5 i, 13) Till then all flesh tured as in "everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
creatures, except Abel, Enoch and Noah, had brought his angels".-Matt. 25: 41. 
reproach upon Jehovah's name. Sons of God disobediently Furthermore, at 2 Peter 2: 4, it is written concerning 
came down from heaven and materialized in flesh, and those willfully wicked angels: "God spared not the angels 
their offspring as a result of marriage union with the that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered 
daughters of men were a hybrid abomination to God and them into chams of darkness, to be reserved unto judg­
grossly wicked. They were called "mighty men" and "men ment" According to The Emphatic Dwglott this verse 
of renown", and were mighty or powerful beyond other rea~s: "God did not spare the angels who sinned, but 
human creatures, but not before Almighty God, to whom havmg confined them in Tartarus with chain'! of thick 
they \vere abominable. (Gen. 6: 1-4, Am. Stan. Ver., margin) darkness, delivered them over into custody for judgment." 
His judgment was against them, and when the flood came The Scripture record shows that those angels were sentenced 
they were destroyed. There would be no reason why they to death long before the flood. In the above text the word 
should be kept alive; because it is written: "The 'vicked hell is translated from the Greek tartarus, and means or 
shall perish." (Ps. 37: 20) The mighty flood of waters sigmfies a position or condition of great debasement or 
came; "and Noah only remained alive, and they that were degradation. It is the same debasement to which the cherub 
with him in the ark."-Gen. 7 : 23. Lucifer was reduced when he rebelled and became the 

Devil. Those wicked angels were therefore a part of Satan's 
As for the fathers of those "men of renown", they, of original or pre-flood organization when he was Lucifer the 

course, lost their 'vives in the flood. Thev, as angelic "sons · · ·bl I d f ' " mv1s1 e over or over per ect man in Eden· and when 
of God", were originally a part of God's organization, and Lucifer rebelled, these angels under him joined in his 
it was their duty to be faithful to God and serve him con- rebellion.-Ezek. 28: 13-15. 
tinuously. They permitted themselves to be led, evidently The "chains of darkness" mentioned above do not mean 
through the wiles or influence of the Devil and his wicked literally iron chains, but mean that which restrains them 
associates, into a course entirely out of harmony with God. in darkness as to understar.ding Jehovah and his purpose; 
They were therefore no longer shielded and did not have and such "chains" forever exclude them from his favor, 
his protection, but became subject to what the Devil might which favor i'l light and the contrary of which is thick 

816 
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darlmess. In the light of God there is life; and hence the 
"chains of darkness" are the very opposite and mean com­
plete death or .destruction. Before Satan's rebellion those 
angels were a part of God's holy universal organization; 
but when they joined the rebellion they cut themselves off 
for ever from his favor. Such clearly appears to be God's 
righteous rule concerning all that give themselves over to 
the Devil in wickedness. The Lord declares that he will 
gather out the workers of lawlessness and cast them "into 
outer darkness" with destruction ahead.-Matt. 25: 30. 

Satan is the chief of devils or "prince of the demons"; 
and that fact means there are many other devils. They 
all are designated in the Scriptures under the terms 
"principalities", "powers," "rulers of the darkness of this 
world" and "wicked spirits in heavenly places". (Eph. 
6: 12, margin) All such are enemies of God, and are also 
the enemies of those who serve the Almighty God. 

Those wicked angels are alive and continue to carry 
on their devilish work within their restrained realm, and 
particularly among those who know not and do not serve 
the Almighty God. The original estate or place of habita­
tion of such angels was God's organization with the "cover­
ing cherub'' Lucifer; and when they, together with Lucifer, 
rebelled against God, they were degraded, which degrada­
tion is called "chains of darkness". Jude 6 reads : "And 
the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation, he hath resernd in everlastmg chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day." This 
is in harmony with 2 Peter 2: 9, which reads: "The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and 
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished." 

The "great day" of judgment is the period of time within 
which Christ Jesus, the Executive Officer of Jehovah, exe­
cutes judgment. The "chains" have no reference to literal 
fetters and manacles, but do mean that those who are thus 
restrained are removed from God's light and favor and 
are in darkness concerning his purpose, except that they 
know they are judged for destruct10n. Doubtless the Devil 
tries to convince them otherwise. When Jesus was on the 
earth, and when he found those wicked spirit creatures 
afflicting men, he rebuked them, and they cried out: "What 
ha Ye we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou 
come hither to torment us before the timc?''-~latt. 8: 29; 
Luke 4: 34. 

The Devil and his angels have been active from the time 
of the rebellion at Eden until now, and they will continue 
active until their destruction at Armageddon. Just as 
Satan, "that old Serpent," is the arch deceiver, all his 
wicked angels are also deceivers, and the undisputed evi­
dence shows they continue to deceive men. They operate by 
gaining control of the mind of man and thereby compel or 
lead man to commit wrongful acts. When one undertakes to 
serve Almighty God and thereafter becomes unfaithful, 
he is easily a victim for those wicked spirit creatures. A 
striking example is that of Saul, who was selected as the 
first king of Israel. The Israelites asked to have a king, 
and God ;>ielded to the demands and let them have a king, 
Saul. The Almighty God gave him a specific command to 
perform a certain duty. Saul, although attempting it, 
failed deliberately, and because of this he fell into the 

snare of the Devil and his wicked angels. God"s Word well 
states: "The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso 
putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe." (Prov. 29: 25) 
Saul yielded to the fear of his own soldiers. 

When King Saul was confronted by Jehovah's faithful 
prophet Samuel, Saul said: "I have transgressed the com­
mandment of the Loao, ... because I feared the people, 
and obeyed their voice." (1 Sam. 15: 24) Such is the 
unbreakable rule with men that fear other men, and for 
that reason they disobey God and fall into Satan's snare. 
The Lord God withdrew his favor and protection from 
Saul; then the Devil and his angels got complete control 
of Saul's mind and caused him to make numerous attempts 
thereafter to commit murder. Cut off from Jehovah, Saul 
then sought out the witch of Endor, a medium through 
whom the demons or wicked spirits under Satan communi­
cated with human creatures; and Saul consulted that 
wicked one Satan. 

"Then said Saul unto hrs servants, Seek me a woman 
that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and 
enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there 
is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at En-dor." ( 1 Sam. 
28: 7) This rs proof that witches and familiar spirits were 
and are enemies of God and of man and that they gain 
control of the mind of man and turn men awaY from God 
On his visit to the witch of Endor Saul was ·deceived b; 
the wicked spirit who induced Saul to believe that Sarnuei 
who had been dead for years, was still alive. Samuel, Lein~ 
dead in the grave, could not communicate with anYonc 
alive; but the wicked spirit induced Saul to believe other­
wise. (Eccl. 9: 5, 10) In due time Saul died as the cncmv 
of God because he had feared man and had become unfaith­
ful to God and fallen away entirely to the Devil. (1 Sam 
28: 7 -20; 31: 4, 5) Witchcraft has continued to be practiced 
from the time of Saul's misadventure even to the present 
day. When Saul received his rebuke for disobeying Jeho­
vah God, the prophet of the Lord said to Saul: "Rebellion 
is as _the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as miquity 
and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the 
LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king."-1 Sam 
15: 23. 

Saul had followed Satan's course and had rebelled against 
God's commandment and committed the sin of witchcraft. 
God's law to the Israelites expressly prohibited the practice 
of witchcraft in Israel, because it is of the Devil. "Thou 
shalt not suffer a witch to live," read Exodus 22: 18 "There 
shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son 
or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that u!:>cth 
divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 
witch," said Deuteronomy 18: 10 

The Devil and his associate demons fraudulentlv induce 
men to believe that the dead are not dead at all, but alive. 
Such was the Devil's first lie, when he said to Eve, 'There 
is no such thing as death.' For this reason Jesus said of 
Satan the Devil: 'He is a liar and the father of lies'· that 
is, the one who originates lies. (John 8: 44) Practicallv all 
religious organizations in the earth teach that the dead 
are alive; and this shows that such organizations have fallen 
under the Devil's deception. God has specifically declared 
in his Word: "The living know that they shall die: but the 
dead know not any thing, neither have they any more a 
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reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. WhatBoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest." "The dead praise not the Lotto, 
neither any that go down into silence."-Eccl. 9: 5, 10; 
Ps. 115: 17. 

In the face of those and many other corroborating scrip.. 
tures, such as Psalms 6 : 5; 146 : 4; Isaiah 53 : 12; and 
Ezekiel 18 : 4, 20, the many religious organizations insist 
that the dead are alive either in a "purgatory" or in a fiery 
hell or somewhere else. They base their so-called "proof" 
upon Satan's lie and upon the fact that they claim com­
munication with the dead is possible, and the spiritists 
attempt to prove it by signs, table rappings and tippings, 
and hearing of voices, etc. .Many persons, even those high 
in politics, go to a spirit medium as did King Saul, and 
they have what is termed a "seance". They have the medium 
get into communication, as they suppose, with dead friends 
or great personages, whom the medium claims to be alive. 
Such deceived persons hear voices which purport to come 
from those who have died. But the voices, in fact, are the 
voices produced by the wicked spirits who joined Satan 
originally in his rebellion and who are the degraded demons 

in darkness, and who continue to practice fraud upon 
unsuspecting persons that do not trust in Jehovah God. 
So they continue to reproach God's name by keeping Satan's 
lie alive, 'There is no death.' 

None of the wicked angels can communicate with any 
man that is wholly devoted to God and continues faithful 
to Him. That of itself is proof that all supposed communi­
cation with the dead is the operation of the demon enemies 
of God and of man for the purpose of deceiving man and 
reproaching the name of Jehovah. The purpose of those 
enemies is to turn men away from Him by inducing them 
to believe the Devil's lie and the related lies of "purgatory'' 
and "etel,"llal torment'', which are built solely upon Satan's 
lie. It is apparent, therefore, that the religious organizations 
teaching the doctrines of "purgatory'' and "eternal torture 
in hell'', and that the dead are alive as souls, are operating 
under the powerful and deceptive influence of the Devil 
and his wicked angels. Such religious organizations may 
verbally condemn witchcraft, but they turn right around 
and foster "Halloween" parties and amusements and use 
the appendages of witchcraft and teach the doctrines of the 
demon backers of witchcraft. They disobey God and practice 
demonism. 

MICAH AND HIS HOUSEHOLD PRIEST, JONATHAN 

RELIGION competes with the true worship of Jehovah 
God. Its snares are subtle; itB victims are taken captive 
at Satan's will. ~!any of its practices appear righteous 

on the surface; many of its practitioners have an outward 
air of sanctity. They may have a "zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and gomg about to establish their own right­
eousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteous­
ness of God". (Rom. 10 : 2, 3) In such a snare had ~Iicah 
of Ephraim fallen. His superstition and zeal for religion 
fired him on in a false worship of Jehovah, and the religious 
practice in which he indulged was caught up by a pre­
sumptuous Levite and some Danite tribesmen and expanded 
to become a divisive force rn Israel. It competed with Jeho­
vah's worship at the tabernacle at Shiloh. Here is the story: 

At the very outBet of the narrative Micah of Ephraun 
is revealed as a thief, a violator of the Eighth Command­
ment. More than that, his thievery was against his own 
mother. The account shows that he had stolen eleven hun­
dred pieces of silver, but, upon hearing the imprecations 
uttered with such feeling by his mother, his superstition 
and fear of her curses drove him to confess and return the 
money. The mother then declared that the money was dedi­
cated to Jehovah, and should be used in setting up a place 
of worship. "His mother took two hundred pieces of silver, 
and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven 
image and a molten image: and it was in the house of 
Micah. And the man Micah had a house of gods, and he 
made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his 
sons, who became his priest."--J udg. 17 : 1-5, ..4.m.. Sta'fl.. V tr. 

The times in which Micah the Ephraimite lived were very 
unsettled, and the organization of the nation of Israel may 
not have been so tighUy woven then. It may be that no 
zealous judge officiated in Israel at the time to correct 

erring ones, and each was left more or less to d-etermine 
for himself the course he would follow 10 worship. This 
seems to be indicated by the sixth verse of Judges chap­
ter 17: "In those days there was no king in Israel, but every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes." Yet this 
does not make right or even excuse the course of :Micah. 
In making and worshiping images he added a violation of 
the Second Commandment to his breaking of the Eighth; 
in setting up a ''house of gods" or an idol-chapel as a place 
of worship he was by-passing Jehovah's tabernacle at 
Shiloh. Though done ostensibly as an honor to Jehovah 
and as a part of hls service, it was a direct contravention 
of the law, which allowed only one place of sacrifice. 
Because it was done in Jehovah's name, that does not 
sanctify its heathenisms; just as the Hierarchy's adoption 
of heathen doctrines into its ritual does not sanctify them, 
or the calling of the nations "Christendom" does not sancti­
fy them. Micah's sins could not be excused on the grounds 
of ignorance, because they did not involve some fine or 
obscure point of the law, but violated two of the basic 
Ten Commandments and the well-known principle of that 
time that Jehovah must be approached through the taber­
nacle organization at Shiloh. Rebellious, self-willed Micah 
''had his own religion". 

Next Micah "improves" his religion, and commitB further 
trespass. A young Levite, Jonathan, was roving about the 
countryside, and in his wanderings came upon Micah. Just 
why he was roaming around as a fortune-seeker is not 
stated. In those times it i:nay have been that tithing was 
not faithfully done by the nation of Israel and the dues 
of the sanctuary did not afford a livelihood to all the 
Levites having a claim upon them. At any rate, Micah 
hired the young man for a small stipend and made him his 
priest in charge of the idol-chapel. Superstitious Micah, 
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feeling that he had conformed to the letter of the law, 
said with satisfaction: ''Now know I that the LoRD will 
do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest." (Judg. 
17: 7-13) Judges chapter 18, verse 30, according to the 
American Standard and Rotherham versions, identifies this 
young Levite as a grandson of Moses. 

But wherein was a further trespass committed T In this : 
Jonathan was a Levite, but he was not of the lineage of 
Aaron. He was not authorized to .officiate as a priest, even 
if the priestly duties had been proper. It was a gross 
presumption on his part to arrogate such office to himself. 
(Num. 3: 10) His transgression harks back to the sin of 
Korah. In the wilderness the Levite Korah became dis­
contented with his service privileges and desired to spread 
out and take in priestly service, which was given exclusively 
to those Levites who were descendants of Aaron. For their 
presumptuousness the earth swallowed up Korah and his 
company of rebels. (Num. 16: 1-35) Each progressive step 
m building up "his own religion'' found :Micah at greater 
variance with God's law. 

Micah's conviction, based upon such religious foundations, 
that "the LORD will do me good" was soon shattered by a 
disastrous occurrence. The Danites did not have enough 
space for their tribe, and accordingly sent out five men 
to spy out the land and find a suitable territory for them. 
In their search the spies passed through the hill-country 
of Ephraim and lodged with Micah. While there they over­
heard Jonathan speaking, and ''they knew the voice of the 
young man the Levite: and they turned in thither, and 
said unto him, Who brought thee hitherT and what makest 
thou in this placef and what hast thou hereT" (Judg. 18: 3) 
Some scholars contend that the spies merely knew by the 
young man's manner of speaking that he \Vas not an 
Ephraimite. The Ephraimites had a dialect peculiar to 
them, and this trait was missing in the Levite's speech. 
( Judg. 12: 6) But the language of verse 3 above quoted 
leads one to believe that the spies were personally ac­
quainted with Jonathan, and recognized him by his voice. 
The spies were prominent "men of valour" in the tribe of 
Dan, and certainly Jonathan, the grandson of ~loses, would 
be very well known, and it is not at all unlikely that all 
the men were acquaintances prior to the events here 
rccorded.-Judg. 18: 1-3. 

Jonathan acquainted them with his position of service. 
They did not show surprise at his assumption of priestly 
duties, which further suggests the extent of the inroads 
made by religion in the nation of Israel at the trme. Instead 
of being sho:ked at the young man's blasphemous course, 
the leaders m Dan made request: "Ask counsel, we pray 
thee, of God, that we may know whether our way which 
we go shall be prosperous." Receiving a favorable response 
from Micah's household priest, the five men departed on 
their mission. They came to Laish, which, at the time, was 
apparently a colony of Zidon. The place was secluded, the 
soil rich, and the inhabitants lived in security and ease 
and followed the peaceful pursuit of agriculture. They 
were far removed from Zidon and any help from that 
source, and had little or no communication \vitb the rest 
of the world. Discovery of this northern garden spot 
delighted the Danite spies and they hastened back with 
the report. Urging their brethren to action, they, with 

six hundred armed men, accompanied by their families, 
turned their faces northward once more and started the 
invasion march toward the peaceful settlement.-Judg. 
18: 4-13. 

The line of march took them by Micah's abode. They 
halted, and the spies spoke: ''Do ye know that there is 
in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven 
image, and a molten image! now therefore consider what 
ye have to do." (Judg. 18: 14) What did they have to dot 
They were on an invasion trek. There would be fighting; 
hence danger. The spies had received a good answer from 
the priest in charge of the idol-chapel located here. This 
struck them as a good omen. Furthermore, the territory to 
which they-were traveling was a great distance from Shiloh 
and Jehovah's center of worship. The religious Damtes 
would want a form of worship, and they would want it 
made convenient for them. These thoughts crowded through 
their minds at the gentle suggestion made by the spies. They 
considered what they had to do ; they acted. They took all 
of Micah's religious trappings and paraphernalia for 
worship. Jonathan looked on, and then asked: "What do 
ye1" By way of reply the thieves propositioned the Levite. 
"Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go 
with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it better 
for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that 
thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel T" Thr 
selfish, ambitious heart of the pseudo-priest was made glad 
at the prospects of a larger congregation and mcreased 
prestige and power; he readily cast his lot with the raiders 
and went off in the midst of the loot-laden band.--Judg 
18: 17-21. 

Wails and cries of great lamentation smote the ears of 
the traveling Danites. Wheeling around to face the sounds 
they saw Micah and a company of men. The EphralDlit~ 
cried out bitterly: "Ye have taken away my gods which 
I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away : and 
what have I moref" (Judg. 18: 24) He felt lost without his 
religion. Yet he had no confidence in its power to deliver, 
for threats against his life turned him back. ( J udg 
18 : 25, 26) The Danites traveled on. They came to the 
isolated community of Laish, smote the inhabitants of the 
district, and burned the city with fire. Thereafter they 
erected a city on the site and called it "Dan", after the 
name of the father of their tribe. Actmg as "separatists" 
from ~ Theocratic _Israel, the Danites set up their religious 
cult: A.nd the children of Dan set up for themselves the 
graven image; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom the son 
of Moses, he and his sons were priests to the' tribe of 
Danites until t~e d

1
ay of the ~ptivity of the land. So they 

set them up Micah s graven l.lll8ge which he made all the 
time that the house of God was in Shiloh."~udg. 
18 : 30, 31, Am. Stan. Ver. 
Th~ captivity. ~ere mentioned was hardly the historically 

prominent captlVIty of the ten tribes, as it is unlikely that 
Dav;id ~rmitted the continuance of this divisive religious 
faction m Israel during his reign. It doubtless refers to 
one of the many captivities occurring during the turbulent 
times of the judges. Some suggest that it was the time of 
the Philistine capture of the ark at Shiloh, and pomt to 
verse 31 as evidence. Be that as it may, the important fact 
is that the Danites' attempt to localize Jehovah's presence 
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and mould his worship to suit themselves and their selfish 
convenience, rather than conforming to the Theocratic way 
as outlined in the Mosaic law, did not succeed. Their 
sectarian movement did not survive the test of time. At 
a time when it seemed strong and safe and secure it was 
toppled over by a period of humiliating captivity, just as 
the Danites had stripped Micah of his religion at a time 
when he felt that it was firmly established and that "the 
LORD will do me good". 

Religionists today push aside God's true worship and 
set up makeshift sects and cults. The foretold time is here 
when this religionized old world "will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to them­
selves teachers, having itching ears". (2 Tim. 4: 3) When 
God's witnesses declare the Lord's appointed, Theocratic 
way of worship blind millions cry out: "We have our own 
religion!" They have made it convenient for themseh·es. 
They think it firmly established, and that their proposed 
"new world order" will further entrench it; so much so that 
they, Micah-like, can proclaim "Peace and safety''. (1 Thess. 
5: 3) It is then that their satanic substitute will suddenly 
disintegrate and crumble and fall flat, never to rise again. 
At the time of the final end it will fare no better than 
the idolatrous makeshift of Micah and the Danites 

FIELD EXPERIENCES 
PIO:"IEERIXG IN A NEW ASSIGNMENT (KENTUCKY) 

"To date we haYe obtained 126 new Watchtower sub­
scriptions and an even better placement of books and book­
lets. In this month our back-calls on the interested will soar 
up and certainly meet the quota [ 50 calls]. and both of us 
already have better than seven book studies a week. Every 
Saturday afternoon we put on a sound program from the 
bandstand at the county seat, playing a couple of the So­
ciety's recordings and applying our instruction from the 
Course in Theocratic Ministry in the delivery of short Bible 
talks. In one town we have obtained the use of one of the 
public schools for a community Bible-study meeting, and 
at another place, where the study has on the third meeting 
outgrown the room accommodation of the home in which it 
is held, it was suggested that we get a hall of some kind 
for the purpose. Coming from these new ones attending 
this newly organized study, that was thrilling to hear, and 
we are going out tomorrow to see what can be done about 
it, especially as several expressed a sincere desire to 
learn how they may truly serve the Lord. Although it 
may be too soon to organize this group into a company or· 
ganization, it may not be too soon in about a month, with 
the Lord's continued guidance and help in our efforts. We 
therefore request that you send us all available data or 
instructions regarding organizing a company." 

( Contiliued from page 306) 
booklet provides one or more corroborattve scnpture texts bear­
ing upon each paragraph. Copies of "Tile Kmgdom Is at Hana'' 
Study Questions booklet are available, mailed postage prepaid, 
on a contribution of 5c each. 

"THE KL'iGDOM OF GOD IS NIGH" 
This 32-page booklet presents the speech delivered by the So­

ciety's president as the pubhc feature at the 1944 Theocratic 
.Assembly, at the close of which it was released to the public. All 
may now read the compelling physical and ScriptuI'lll facts sub­
mitted in this stirring speech and be helped to reach the blessed 
conchrs1on to which all these facts point. The front-cover picture 
is based upon Jesus' words in connection with his words of the 
title, and you read the printed speech m large, comfortable type. 
Get your personal copy now, mailed postpaid, at a contribution of 
5c a copy. Prepare for your c1rcu!at1on of the booklet at a 
near future date. 

WATCHTOWER EDITION QF 
AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION BJBLE 

By special contract the Society is now able to publish a 
WATCHTOWER edition of the .American Standard Version of the 
Bible of 1901. This version ranks with the best of the modern 
Bible translations, and the WATCHTOWER edition presents it with-

A "KINGDOM NEWS" NO. 11 AT SEYMOUR, IND. 

"Calling at this house and finding no one at home, I left 
a Kingdom News No. 11. A few days later, being near that 
house, I called again. A woman came to the door. I played 
the recording on my phonograph. The woman said: 'Did 
you leave a paper here the other dayT' 'Yes, I left a King­
dom News. Did you enjoy the message it contained T' 'My 
son read it and has sent in to the publishers for the book it 
advertised.' 'T.hat's fine; he should receive it soon.' I then 
made arrangements to call on him. Upon calling back, I 
asked if he would like to listen to the phonograph. 'Yes, that 
is good.' he said. I said: 'l understand you have sent in to the 
Society for a book. No doubt you will receive it soon We 
are offering a year's subscription for the Watchtower maga­
zine with a free book for $1.' He said · 'Can I get those 
books from you T' I replied: 'Yes, you can, but you will 
wa.nt this "Truth Shall Make You Free" with the magazine.' 
His mother spoke up: 'I told him you had already sent for 
a book.' 'No,' he said, 'I told you to lay that paper w.here 
I could find it as I wanted to send for the book.' Turning 
to me, he said: 'I will take both books and subscription for 
that magazine. That is cheap for such wonderful books as 
these.' I then made arrangements for book study At the 
second meeting he had two more young boys to study with 
us." 

out any alterations and with all its valuable footnotes The value 
and usefulness of this version, however, have been added to in the 
WATCHTOWER edition in that our edition append~ n 95-page 
cyc!opedic concordance of words, e:i:press10ns and phrases found 
m the version, and also four new maps (two m color) Our edition 
i.s the first to present this concordance feature. The Bible 1s bound 
in hght-brown leatherette, gold-stamped, and measures 71" :i: 
5i" x li", and the text is in boldface type. This W ATCB· 
TOWER edition is mat.led, postpaid, on a contnbution of $1 50 n 
copy. Members of company groups should order through the 
company servant_ 

KINGDOM SERVICE SONG BOOK 

First introduced and used at the United Announcers' Theocratic 
.Assembly in August, the Kingdom Stf"Vice Song Book found great 
favor right from the start. Though being of 64 pages limits its 
compass, its 62 songs are well diversified and well adapted to the 
Kingdom service needs of the times. All songs are of a select kind, 
some never before published, and the versification of all has been 
brought up to tae latest of doctrine and Scripture understanding. 
The Kingdom Str'Vice Song JJook is bound in a red stui-paper 
cover imitating leather, and is IOc a copy. In groups or companies 
those desiring individual copies should combine orders and send 
same with remittance through the group servant. 


