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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; a.nd 
~reat shall be the peace of thy ch1ldren." • 11111"'1 51:r3. 

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his 
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other things, 
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power 
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man 
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully 
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason 
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the 
right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and 
auffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jeaus 
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature 
and above every creature's name and clothed him with all power 
and authority; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION Is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus Is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
nghtful King of the world ; that the anointed and faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his 
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear 
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of 
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to 
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can 
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, 
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the 
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establish· 
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry 
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" with a righteous race. 

"EDUCATORS L~ FREEDOM" TESTIMONY PERIOD 
Appropriate to the name of the June Testunony Penod u 

above gi'l"en, a new educational feature is being released then for 
initial mtroduction to the general pubhc, namely, the booklet 
Religion Reapa the Wlurltcind. This will go well with the bound 
book "The Truth Shall Make You Free" and the booklet The 
Coming World Regtnerahon, the three being offered in combina­
tion on a contribution of 30c. Otherwise, the bound book and a self­
co>ered booklet, The Comrng World Regenerahon, will be offered 
together on a 25c contribution, and the new 64-page colored-cover 
booklet alone on a 5c cootnbution. Prelimmary arrangements are 
essential in order for each one to join in gettmg the Testimony 
Period off to an effecti>e start. Those desiring to share m this 
educational campaign by means of CU"Culatmg the printed message 
are invited to get in touch with us for instructions and references. 
A report is asked of all educators at the close of June on all their 
individual activities and the results. 

"W ATCBTOWER" STUDY 
Week of July 16: "The Foohshness of Preaching," 

11' 1-24 inclusive, The Watchto10er June 1, 1944. 

"RELIGION REAPS THE WHIRLWIND" 
Here is a new booklet for which we predict a good future in 

the "strange work" of striking the shackles of religious bondage 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal is publiahed for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction specifically 

deaigned to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arrangea systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other liteuture to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public inatruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres atrictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, partir.s, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva· 
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved 
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina· 
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in· 
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

1'11ilLT Sl1BSC9.IPTIOlf Palca 

Ulf!Tm ST.&TSB, $1.00 ; all other countrl•, $1.liO. Amerlcnn rorrency : 
GauT BlllTAllf, A11aft.lLASIA, AND Sol7TB A.nlcA. 6a. American remit· 
t&nc:e. 1bou!d be mad• b7 ~ Poetal or Express Mone7 Order or by Bank 
Draft. Brltl1b, South African and Aaatralaatan remittances Bbould 
be made direct to tbe rellpecti1'9 brancb omcea. Remittances lrom 
countrlea otber tban tbot1e mentioned ma:r be made to tbe Brool.l7n 
omce. bnt by I11tensat4oll4l Poatal Money Order 0Dl7. 

ll'olt11101t Orr1c11a 

BNtuA -------· 34 Crann Terrace. London, W. 2. En1tl11nd 
Av1trala.Ma11 1 Beresford Road. Stratblleld. N. S. W., Ansualla 
BovtA A/rfoa11 Boaton Houn. Cape Town. South Al'.rlca 
lll41o - 1117 Lon Lane. Bomba7 27, India 

Pl- addrea tbe Soclet7 tu tH'7 cue. 

Tranalatloaa of tbla Journal apj)9.r tu Mnral lancuacea. 

ALL SINCERE STUDENTS OP' THE BIBLE who bJ reason of 
lnllrmlt7. P<>"'"' or adnralt)' are unable to pa7 the 1ubscrlpt1on price 
mar baTe The Watchto10er tree upon written application to tbe publl•beni, 
made once eacb rear. 1tating tbe reuon for IO requeatlns It. We are 
clad to tbWI aid tbe needJ, but tbe written application once eacb rear 
la required by the po11tal resulatlon& 

Notlc• to Sllhcn!ier1: Acknowledsment of a new or a renewal 1ub­
aerlptlon will be 1ent onlr wben requeated. Cbanse of addre111. when 
requeated. mar be expected to ar.pear on addreaa label wltbln one montb. 
~u~u'!~w:i. b'i!!~ti!~'fu~~' i:~t :i::r1~~rc!~a~~1..:m be aent wltb th• 

Printed In tbe United Statea of America 
lf11tered u ieeond-clu1 Mofle,. at the po1t ot11ce at Drookl1111, N. Y ., 

llt1de,. tile Act o/ Jla,.ch s, 1111. 

from multitudes of prisoners of "Christendom". Its 64 pages put 
under the Scripture searchlight the fundamental doctrines of 
"organized religion" and show religion's responsibility for the 
present world conditions and the certam fate that awaits it m a 
near day. Th1S booklet has a special ~olor cover with a unique 
expression of the artist's conception of the title. Religion Reaps 
tin! Whirlwind is due for release for public distribution June 1, 
and you may now get your advance personal copy and read it to 
prepare you for the general distribution, at 5c the copy, postpaid. 

"THE WATCHTOWER" 
The Watchtower is a magazine without equal in the earth, and 

is conceded this rank by an that have been faithful readers thereof 
during its more than sixty years of publication. The Watchtower 
has increased in importance with the progreu of the years, and 
never has it been more valuable than today, at thia world crisis, 
when the destiny of each intelligent human creature is being de­
cided. The getting of correct information and instruction, just 
such as is required for the times, to decide your course wisely to 
a happy destiny, wu never more vital than now, for "where there 
is no vision, the people perish". Informed persons well acquainted 
with the consistent contents of Ths Watchtowsr agree that those 
who want to gain life in peace and happiness without end should 

(Continued on pags 176) 
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"THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING" 

"It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe."-1 Cor. 1:21. 

JEHOVAH differs from this world in his ways and 
methods. Will the postwar "new order" vindicate 
this world by crowning its ideas and ways with 

success f or will Jehovah God vindicate himself in 
the use of his ways and methods T That is the 
question that each one must settle to decide intelli­
gently between the two. 

2 Jehovah's purpose is written down in his Word 
in simple terms and is understandable, at least now. 
His purpose is to vindicate his name as God and 
as the Supreme Sovereign of the universe. This he 
will do by setting up a righteous, uncorruptible 
Government that actually brings life in peace, happi­
ness and prosperity to mankind on earth. The world, 
by those who take the leading part in its political, 
commercial and religious affairs, declares that its 
purpose is to civilize all peoples and to give them per­
manent peace, economic prosperity, social security, 
and good government, locally and internationally. 
On the surface, it would seem that the purposes of 
this world and of Jehovah God are running parallel 
with each other, or that they are in fact both one; 
and that this world is practically carrying out the 
purpose of God and should therefore have his 
approval and blessing. However, their purposes are 
not one, and Jehovah God has nothing in common 
with this world. That is why His ways and methods 
differ from the -world's. 

'The government which the world purposes to 
set up is a human government, a rule by imperfect, 
sin-spoiled, dying men. Hence it must be and always 
will be an imperfect government, making many mis­
takes and failing to give the people full satisfaction. 
However, the Government by which Jehovah God 
has purposed to vindicate his name is no mere 
government of, by or from men or from demons, 
but is a government from heaven, by perfect crea­
tures with more than human power, wisdom and 
efficiency. The human government which this world 
l. Bow doea Jehovah differ from tbe world, and what question mu1t 
each one settle before deddlng between the two? 
2. What i1 Jehovah'• purpose, and that of the world? and wh1 ue 
tbe1 not both one and the ome? 

is able to offer must be not only subject to human 
frailty and the ever-present danger of organized 
wickedness and power of revolution, but also subject 
to wicked superhuman powers, evil-minded spirit 
creatures, Satan and his demons, who do not have 
man's interests at heart. The superhuman govern­
ment which Jehovah establishes must be subject to 
and responsible to Him, the Almighty God of abso­
lute righteousness and who has the highest ever­
lasting welfare of humankind at heart. This world 
says its business is to take care of the people's 
affairs and government in this life and that God 
can take care of the people's matters in "the next 
life". So this world presumes to take upon itself 
the right and authority to rule and govern all 
peoples and to run their affairs according to the 
way that pleases it. It resents and objects to any 
intrusion of Jehovah God into this field of human 
concern. 

' This world claims to be very wise and to be 
growing wiser. It lays claim to brains and intelli­
gence, especially in this "modern age" with all the 
progress it has made in human conveniences and 
discoveries of science. It claims to have the ability 
to make progress also in the art and wisdom of 
government and to be capable of providing men with 
a stable, satisfying system of global rule. It has its 
high-sounding philosophy and thousands of institu­
tions of higher learning. It boasts of its free educa­
tional system for lifting the level of intelligence of 
the common people, and it trains its students to 
govern this world independently of God. In its 
libraries it has the accumulated knowledge of cen­
turies of human experience. It does not believe that 
this knowledge is all vain, but that by it man has 
learned practical wisdom. Such is the wisdom of 
this world. Following that wisdom, the world fights, 
bleeds and tortures itself in order to run itself and 
govern without divine help and without care for 
the divine will. Thus it is that the world by wisdom 
of its own has not known God, but leaves Jehovah 

3. (a) What kind of government ta It thla world'• purpose to aet up, 
and what kind doea Jehovah purpose to aet up• (bl What doea tbia 4 WhJ' doea this world cla1m to hue wisdom? and b1 reuon thereof 
world presume to take upon itself with reepttt to man. and wh1? 

163 
whom doea It not know I 
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out of all its calculations and relies upon its own 
ability and schemes. 

1 Today, after about six thousand years of display­
ing the wisdom of this world, the peoples and nations 
are plunging about in a welter of blood, tears, sweat, 
self-slaughter. WhyT The wisdom of this world says 
that it is in the interest of a "new order", so that 
out of this furnace of affliction might come forth 
a fusion of all nations and peoples together under 
a global government that will bring permanent peace 
and order and security to all humankind. The world 
tries to comfort itself with its wise thoughts that the 
mountainous cost of this global conflict will not be 
wasted and that the dead will not have died in vain, 
but that all future generations shall benefit there­
from. At the present time the world is a sharply 
divided one. Each side in the conflict for world domi­
nation educates its regimented people as to the 
wisdom of backing up its respective theory of world 
rule and battling for it. All who are impressed by 
the glamor of the wisdom of this world and who 
know nothing of the wisdom of God engage, there­
fore, in the titanic struggle for world domination. 
::\!any do so, no doubt, in all sincerity. To refrain 
from doing so seems to them the height of folly. 

• In the midst of all the world turmoil there are 
those who show a different wisdom, the wisdom of 
God, and who choose to be guided by it, cost what­
ever it may in this world. If these are wise, what 
are they doing for the betterment of the world T 
Nothing; that is, nothing for this world, because 
it is a doomed world and is beyond bettering and 
preserving. But as for the groaning people, those 
who are led by the wisdom of God are doing what 
results in the real betterment of human creatures, 
preparing them for everlasting life in a new world 
of righteousness and peace. But that is not answer­
ing the question directly. What, then, are these 
doingT They are preaching, acting as preachers and 
ministers of the gospel. 

1 These must not be confused with the ministers 
of organized religion, the clergymen of the many 
conflicting religious systems. In Germany and Axis­
dominated lands the Roman Catholic priests and 
the clergymen of other religions are backing up the 
totalitarian dictator and his Nazi clique as against 
the democratic powers of the world. In other lands, 
whether belligerent or neutral, the clergymen of all 
religious systems are engrossing themselves in poli­
tics, social reform, and other mundane things, for 
the preservation of this world. They are showing 
themselves to be an integral part of this world. They 
5. What Is the result today of sh: thoueand yeare of worldly wisdom, 
bow doea the world reauure ltaelf, and what do the worldly-wlee do now? 
6. What other wise onea are there on earth, and what are they now 
dolna? 
7. With whom are these preachers not to be confued? and what are 
euch onea of the world dolnc and arruln&? 

salve their consciences with the self-assurance that 
their efforts are for the sake of a "better and finer 
world" created by men's hands. Arguing that heaven 
only is the place of perfection, they profess to be 
realists, practical men, doing something now on this 
earth for the material benefit of man to improve 
his social conditions. Thus they expect to make man 
as comfortable as possible while he lives on this 
"proving-ground of the earth" before he 'takes his 
departure for heaven, where everything to be ex­
pected is glorious and golden'. 

•That course of the religious priests and clergy­
men is not the course of the true preachers of the 
gospel, nor does it show the wisdom of God. It is 
by works and conduct that a person reveals which 
is the wisdom of which he is possessed and guided, 
God's or this world's. Contrasting each kind of 
wisdom, the inspired writer says: "Who is a wise 
man and endued with knowledge among you T let 
him shew out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
against the truth. This wisdom descendeth not from 
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where 
envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hYPocrisy. And the fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace of them that make 
peace. From whence come wars and fightings among 
you T come they not hence, even of your lusts that 
war in your members T" ( J as. 3: 13-18; 4: 1) The 
envyings, strife, lying, confusion, evil works lusts 
wars and fightings make manifest that this' world 
and the religionists who follow in its course do not 
have or exercise the wisdom which is heavenly but 
do have and exercise that wisdom which is devilish 

' sens':al, earth!~ .. ~nd as long as men, political, com-
mercial and religious, act from the standpoint of 
the wisdom of this world, the disastrous conse­
quences of such wisdom are bound to befall human­
kind. 

' Those guided by the wisdom from above cannot 
go in the way of the religious clergy. They take no 
part in maintaining or furthering this world, but 
let it go its way to destruction at the forthcoming 
battle of Armageddon. In heavenly wisdom they 
apply themselves to preaching, preaching no religion 
or worldly philosophies or dreams of a transformed 
man-made world, but preaching the good news of 
God's righteous government established in the hands 
of his Son Jesus Christ. In wisdom they have 
8. How doea a pereon renal the wisdom by whleh he la rutded 7 and 
what now makes manlfeat that tbe world and !ta rellctonleta do not 
ei:erclee the wladom that 11 from abo,.e? 
9. What coune of action do thoee take who are culded by the wladom 
lrom nbon? 



JUNE 1, 1944 Slie WATCHTOWER 165 

severed their connections with religion and th~ self­
ish organizations of this world, and have ~ed1cat~d 
themselves to the Lord God through faith m Christ 
Jesus the Redeemer. In view of their vows to God 
they are under the obligation to do his will. And 
what is that will T It is to preach the good purpos~s 
of Jehovah God and to do so in the way that his 
Son set the ex~mple. They therefore realize that 
they have a commission from the Most High God to 
be preachers of the gospel. Therefore they do not 
let the world-wise propaganda and slogans and 
appeals of this world. draw.o.r turn them aside. from 
their vocation or callmg. Diligently they do this one 
thing, and that is, to preach. 

OF WHAT GOOD? 
10 The worldly-wise object: What good ~vill prea~h­

ing do, particularly now, when the earth is rent w.1th 
strife and millions are dying and human su:ff ermg 
is most intense and there is need of something more 
practical than just talld To ~uch worldly-wise ones, 
preaching seems sheer foolishness and the gos:pel 
preachers are impractical fools. The wo~ldly-w1se 
look on them as parasites on human society, bar­
nacles that weigh down the ship of state and slow 
its progress toward ideal political government, and 
leeches that suck the blood and vitality of human­
kind and give nothing practical and of material 
benefit in return. Then what about Jesus T In the 
midst of a dying race of mankind did he think it 
foolishness to preach T One who heard his call to 
follow him said to Jesus: "Lord, su:ff er me first to 
go and bury my father." "What did Jesus say to him T 
"Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God." (Luke 9: 59, 60) That 
command of Jesus Christ holds good today. Although 
this is a time when the dead are being multiplied 
wholesale those who show the wisdom of obedience 
to Christ ~annot turn aside from fulfilling their com­
mission to preach. Certainly, no matter what they 
might othernise do of a practical kind from the 
world's standpoint, it would not keep the pe~ple 
from dying or being made to die prematurely agamst 
their wills. What "practical thing", so called, can 
restore life to those thus dyingT Hence, although 
the gospel preaching does not seem of practical bene­
fit to humanity, that does not mean it is not of the 
highest wisdom to preach, and to preach now in the 
midst of a global upheaval. 

11 Not everything that mankind needs is of a 
material kind. More important is that which has to 
do with the mind and heart. If man had been sup­
plied with and followed that which is most proper 
for the mind and heart, the peoples would not be 
10 With what arguments do the worldl7-wise obj~t to the preaching? 
and what command. of Jesus applleii now In thla time of great mortallt7, 
and why la It wlae to obe;y 1 d b ? 
11. What la that which la of moat Importance to llfe-seekera now, a.n w 7 

in this terrible i,nternational mess of the prese.nt. 
Moreover, not everything that man n~eds pertai.ns 
to the present living in the midst o! this worl?. Life 
now is uncertain and short. Most important is that 
which has to do with the new world of righteousness 
where life will be everlasting amid joy, plenty and 
peace, not in heaven, mind you! but here on .earth. 
"For what is a man profited, if he shall gam the 
whole world, and lose his own soulT or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his sou~ T" (Matt. 16: 26) 
No question could be more practical than that. If 
one loses or proves unworthy of the right to life 
in the new world, what does it profit him how much 
practical benefit he gains from this present selfish 
world-organization T His present enjoyment of prac­
tical material things has been futile, vain, eternally. 
Life' in the new world of righteousness will be 
enjoyed under The Theocratic Government, which 
Jehovah God sets up for the permanent rule of this 
earth. To prove worthy of life eternal in the Theo­
cratic world it is necessary for life-seekers to get 
into harmony with that Righteous Government. 

12 The wisdom of this world does not believe in 
or want that Government. The religious clergy and 
others who have the wisdom of this world do not 
tell the people anything in favor of that new world 
and its Theocratic Government. Therefore if the 
people of this generation are to gain life and if 
they are to prepare to live in the righteous Theo­
cratic world they must first hear about it, and to 
that end someone must preach the true gospel to 
them. 

11 In support of the above, it is written: "For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
[Jehovah] shall be saved. How then shall they call 
on him in whom they have not believed T and l1ow 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard T and how shall they hear without a preacherT 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent T as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things! But they have not all obeyed the 
gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord [Jehovah], who hath 
believed our reportT So then faith cometh by hear­
ing, and hearing by the word of Go<l."-Rom. 
10: 13-17. 

u The doing of practical things in harmony with 
the wisdom of this world and in order to gain the 
world's cheap smile of approval is just to save this 
world organization. But this world organization 
cannot be saved by anything done now or in the 
postwar "new order". Contrariwise, the preaching of 
the gospel is unto salvation; no, not salvation of 
12. What. therefore, la it neeeaar;y for the people ftrat to bear, and why• 
13. In support of the abon, what doeii tbe apostle write to the Chris· 
tlan.a In Romana, chapter 10? 
14 For what are practical tblnga done In harmon:y with worldl:y wisdom. 
and with wbat benellt? but unto what la the preaching of tbe goapel 1 
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this world, but sah·ation of all individuals that 
believe and act upon the gospel they hear. The gospel 
is not meant to transform or convert this world 
and its organizations and to save them from destruc­
tion at Armageddon. 

15 Completely out of harmony with the gospel 
message of J eh<)vah's 'Vord is the religious maga­
zine which said, last March 15: 

''But Christians cannot consent that the law of 
Christ is inapplicable in the secular order. The 
Christian faith can never be satisfied to be shoved 
off into a 'supra-natural' corner of the world. The 
law of Christ must proclaim itself as the true and 
only natural law by which men and nations must 
live and under which they are judged. The king­
doms of this world-that is, every corporate center 
of power, as well as every individual center of 
power-must become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ."-The C. C. 
To the direct contrary, "every corporate center of 
power" of this world will be destroyed at the battle 
of Armageddon. It is the Kingdom of the New 
World of Righteousness that becomes the Kingdom 
of our Lord Jehovah and of his Christ, as stated 
at Revelation 11: 15, Revised Version. This king­
dom of the new world of righteousness is the central 
theme which the preachers of the gospel preach. 

18 Is anything more practical and wise than preach­
ing now the gospel? No. Instead, what is more foolish 
than to pursue things of this world and frantically 
to strive to spare them from destruction at Arma­
geddon r During the final century before the great 
global flood, which was the more practical and wiser 
course T That of the people who simply ate, drank, 
married, bought, and sold T or that of Noah T What 
did Noah do T Most religionists think of Noah as 
only a boatbuilder; but the apostle Peter says of 
him that God "spared not the old world, but saved 
Noah the eighth person, a preacher of .righteousness, 
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly''. 
(2 Pet. 2: 5) Through Noah's preaching, seven other 
persons joined him in the boat. These were the only 
humans that gained salvation during that world 
catastrophe. Yet the whole world of the ungodly 
that then was called Noah a fool, unrealistic and 
impractical, and scoffed at his preaching. Gospel 
preaching is more than just talk. 

11 Saul of Tarsus, who became Paul the apostle of 
Christ, was a man learned in this world. He said: 
''I am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought 
up in this city, educated at the feet of Gamaliel in 

15. How did a rellgtoua magazine Tecentlr arf'e reapectlng the Chrl1tlan 
faith and "eTerr eorporate center of power". and what dOel the IOlpeJ 
message of Jehovah'• Word aar to the eontrarr? 
lG. Wbr to nothing more practical and wt1e than goer! preacblnc now! 
and bow wu th18 fact demonstrated In Noab'1 dar 
17 'Vby could a man like Saul of TanUI not be upected to be 
debberately foollab. and bow did be become wile and act wilelJ'! 

all the strictness of our ancestral Law." (Acts 22: 3, 
Moffatt; also Goodspeed) When Christ Jesus con­
verted Saul to follow in His steps, instead of at his 
steps as a persecutor, did Jesus instruct Saul to 
engage in a foolish activity1 Yes, in the eyes of the 
worldly-wise. What Saul (or the apostle Paul) did 
thenceforth he himself tells when speaking to the 
elder brethren from Ephesus. Paul said he preached 
from house to house: ''I kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, 

testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jes us Christ." (Acts 20: 20, 21) Paul's course may 
have seemed still more foolish in that he was mobbed, 
stoned, beaten, imprisoned and persecuted in all 
manner of ways for his zealous ministry as a 
preacher of the gospel from house to house. But 
Paul was wise. 

11 In Paul's day the Greeks were the most intellec­
tual people of the world and boasted of great scien­
tists, philosophers and wise men. Paul was able to 
speak Greek, but did not follow the Greek philosophy 
and learning, because that was of the wisdom of 
this world. Paul took the seemingly foolish course 
of preaching from house to house because the great­
est Preacher of all time, Christ Jesus, set him the 
example and also instructed him to do so. 

11 His commission from Christ to preach, Paul 
describes, saying: "For Christ sent me ... to preach 
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ should be made of none effect. For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish [the 
doomed ones] foolishness; but unto us which are 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring 
to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where 
is the wise [the philosopher] T where is the scribe T 
where is the disputer [the critic, the reasoner] of 
this world T hath not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world T For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness; but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the 
wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger 
than men. For ye see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath 
18. What lanruare bMlde. Hebrew did Paul speak, and wb1 did be 
not follow the pbll010pb1 and learnlnc written In that lanruage? 
19. Who sent Paul to preach, what did be preach, and bow did the 
worldlJ'·Wlle of both Jewa and Greek• re1pond or react thereto? 
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chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise."-1 Cor. 1: 17-27. 

20 Such ones, whom the world calls foolish, weak, 
base, despised and of nought, ar~ the ones J_ehovah 
calls to be his preachers, in order 'by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that believe". He thus 
arranges it in order that the preacher may not 
glory in himself and also that no other creature 
should glory in the preacher by whom he bears t~e 
gospel preached. (1 Cor. 1: 29-31) The preac_her is 
not the thing that counts. The message which he 
has been commissioned to preach is what counts and 
is what works to salvation, if believed. Those who 
desire wisdom that is from above will not despise 
the preacher because he seems to be foolish, weak, 
lowly, despised, persecuted and not of much account 
from a worldly standpoint, and because he goes 
preaching from house to house or by offering litera­
ture publicly on street corners. Instead, the meek ones 
will respect Jehovah, who has commissioned such 
preacher and in whose name the preacher comes, 
and they will attach importance to the message he 
brings by word of mouth and by printed word. 

21 Those who are worldlv-wise will look at the crea­
ture preaching, and th~n not listen to what he 
preaches. Religionists, like the Jews who asked Jesus 
for a sign from heaven, will ask for a sign. They 
will ask for some certificate or diploma or some title 
like D.D. or P.P. (pater patrwn) or a collar and vest 
buttoned at the back and a black frock coat if J eho­
vah's witnesses are to prove to them to be ministers 
of the gospel. But Jesus refused to give any sign. 
Likewise Jehovah's witnesses give no outward, 
spectacular sign, but point to their commission to 
preach as recorded on the pages of the Bible, at 
Isaiah 61: 1, 2; 43: 10-12; Matthew 24: 14; Revela­
tion 22: 17; and elsewhere.-Luke 11: 16; Matt. 
12: 38, 39; 16: 1. 

u The learned politicians and commercial men, 
who cry for "more religion", act like the Greeks of 
old and "seek after wisdom", high education in the 
things of this world. They and their clergy allieR 
poke scorn at Jehovah's witnesses because these do 
not show off the wisdom of this world but are the 
class of Christians whom Paul says God has chosen 
to call into His service. Jehovah's witnesses are, 
many of them, like Peter and John, who boldly 
preached before the learned Jewish Supreme Court: 
"now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men [uneducated men with no advantages (Good­
speed); uncultured persons and mere outsiders 
20 (a) To do what does God call such onl!8, and why them! (b) How 
will the meek treat such ones In their work, and why 10? 
21. How will the worldly·wille act llke the Jews ot old toward •nch 
ont!l!I • and how must these preachers respond! 
22 How do the learned ot this world deal with Jehovah's wltneuea, 
an°d with what 1urprl1e to themael'<'es? and how did Paul re!u1e to 
please the Greeb on this luue? 

(Moffatt)], they marvelled; and they took lu1owledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus." (Acts 4: 13) 
The apostle Paul was no uneducated man, and yet 
he refused to please the Greeks by a display of 
worldly wisdom. He spoke and wrote in the conver­
sational Greek of the common people instead of 
the classical Greek. Says Paul: "And I, brethren, 
when I came to you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testi­
mony of God .... my speech and my preaching was 
not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the spirit and of power: that your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but 
in the power of God."-1 Cor. 2: 1-5. 

11 Paul warned against the religious clergymen 
and other worldly-wise men, saying: ''Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Christ." (Col. 2: 8) At 
the battle of Armageddon, not far distant, Jehovah 
God will destroy all 'the wisdom of the wise' which 
they will have demonstrated in the postwar "new 
order". He will bring to nothing all 'the understand­
ing of the prudent' who made predictions of what 
politics, commerce and religion could do to create 
a better and finer world for the common man. No 
such wisdom of the world will save them when the 
''battle of that great day of God Almighty" strikes. 
The only thing now being done that will lead to 
salvation and survival through that battle and unto 
life in the new world of righteousness is the thing 
which this world calls "the foolishness of preaching". 
That is what Jehovah's witnesses are doing, because 
they realize their commission from Him and they 
know what their commission requires of them. 

11 Jehovah's witnesses are not ashamed to preach 
because the world calls it "foolishness". Instead of 
being worldly-wise, they have become 'fools' by 
taking up preaching, that they may be wise. "For 
the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the 
thoughts of the wise, that they are vain." ( 1 Cor. 
3: 18-20) Jehovah's preachers know the value of 
their work, and they will keep on preaching the 
gospel, without stopping, until the final end of this 
world and of its wisdom comes at the battle of 
Armageddon. (Matt. 24: 14) They rejoice, because 
they are now privileged to preach, not merely "Christ 
and him crucified", as did Paul, but now CHRIST AND 

HIM ENTHRONED as Jehovah's King of the new world. 
23. ca) What warning did the apostle Paul write agallll!t the rellgloua 
clera and the worldly-wlae men? Cb) Why wlll the wl1dom and under· 
•t&DdlDI of the worldly-wiH tall to save them at Arma~don• and what 
18 now belnc done, and by whom, that will lead to •urvl'<'al then? 
24. (a) How have Jehovah'• wltnesse• ~me tool• and yet •hown 
wt1dom ! (b) Up until what point wlll th Py keep on In tbl1 eourae, 
and why do they now 1peclally rejoice In their work? 



THE TWELFTH APOSTLE 

''APOSTLE" means, literally, "sent-forth one" or 
"envoy". On the night when he was betrayed by 
one of his apostles Jesus Christ said: "Verily, 

verily, I say unto you. The servant is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him." 
These words of Jesus, at John 13: 16, are rendered by 
The Emphatic Diaglott translation thus: "Indeed, I assure 
you, a servant is not greater than his lord, nor an apostle 
greater than he who sent him." In the original Bible text 
the one word translated "he that is sent" is apostolos, mean­
ing apostle. 

The word occurs again at Philippians 2: 25, which reads: 
''Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, 
my brother, and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, 
but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants." 
Instead of "your messenger'', The Emphatic Diaglott 
renders it "your apostle". At Acts 14: 4, 14 the title 
"apostle" is applied to Paul's companion Barnabas; as it 
is written: ''But the multitude of the city was divided: and 
part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles." 
"Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, 
they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, cry­
ing out." Barnabas and Paul were then apostles with 
relation to the church at Antioch in Syria, which church, 
under instructions of God's holy spirit, sent them forth 
on missionary work. They were the "sent forth ones" of 
that church and were responsible to report to that congre­
gation.-Acts 13: 1-4. 

The use of the term apostle with respect to Barnabas and 
Epaphroditus is not to be understood to mean they were 
members of the twelve apostles of Christ Jesus. Neither does 
it mean that there were more than twelve apostles specially 
chosen of him and having special relationship to him. The 
expression "twelve apostles" occurs only three times in all 
the Scriptures, namely, at l\Iatthe\V 10: 2; Luke 22: 14, 
and Revelation 21: 14. The expression "tweh-e disciples" 
occurs at Matthew 10 : 1; 11 : 1 ; 20 : 17; and Luke 9 : 1. 
"Disciple" means "learner"'; and out of all of Jesus' many 
disciples these designated "twelve disciples" correspond 
with the twelve apostles. After the death and resurrection 
of Jesus, and before his ascending to heaven, "eleven 
apostles" and "eleven disciples" are spoken of, at Matthew 
28: 16 and Acts 1: 26. This is because one of the twelve 
proved unfaithful and dropped out as a traitor to his 
Master, namely, Judas Iscariot. In the list of names of 
the twelYe disciples or apostles this Judas is named twelfth 
and last. (Matt. 10: 1-4; Luke 6: 13-16; Mark 3: 14-19) 
The question therefore arises, Who took Judas Iscariot's 
place and became the twelfth apostle T 

In the consideration of this question Paul, the former 
Saul of Tarsus, may not be left out of account. Who was 
more a minister of Christ Jesus than heT At the very start 
of his ministry, immediately after his marvelous conversion 
to Christianity and without first a trip to Jerusalem to 
confer with the eleven certified apostles, "straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God. . . . And after that many days were fulfilled, the 
Jews took counsel to kill him: but their laying await was 
known to Saul," and he eluded their grasp. (Acts 9: 20-25) 
In the strenuous career that followed as a witness of Jeho-

vah, the apostle Paul suffered much harassment and perse­
cution. These things came upon him at the hands of the 
Jewish religionists in particular, despite the fact that, as 
Paul testified, ."they neither found me in the temple disput­
ing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in 
the synagogues, nor in the city." (Acts 24: 12) Yet, ask 
the apostle what he thought of this service to which he 
was commissioned and which entailed all such abuse and 
mistreatment upon him, and in reply he calls it a treasure, 
"this treasure in earthen vessels." 

That is why Paul clung to the ministry and ever engaged 
in it. He cared not that it involved him "in labours more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more fre­
quent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, 
that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
churches."-2 Cor. 4: 7; 11: 23-28. 

APOSTLESHIP DISPUTED 

That Paul was appointed or "ordained" to be an apostle 
of Jesus Christ there can be no question. On the night of 
the betrayal and arrest, Jesus said to his eleven apostles 
that remained faithful: "Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you." (John 15: 16) What now 
can be said of Paul T Concerning him the same Jesus said 
to the faithful Ananias: "Go thy way: for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
kings, and the children of Israel: for I will shew him how 
great things he must suffer for my name's sake." (Acts 
9: 15, 16) Thus Paul, too, was directly chosen and ordained 
of Christ Jesus. 

In the Revelation, which the glorified Jesus gaye to the 
apostle John, the Lord showed him the twelve founda­
tions of God's capital organization, "New Jerusalem," and 
John says: "And the wall of the city had twelve founda­
tions, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb. And [the city] had a wall great and high, and had 
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names 
written thereon, which are the names of the tweh·e tribes 
of the children of Israel." (Rev. 21: 14, 12) The twelve 
apostolic foundations served as bases to the twelve tribes 
of spiritual Israelites, "the Israel of God." Beyond all 
doubt Paul's was among those names of the "twelve apostles 
of the Lamb", the Lamb being Christ Jesus, "the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." Paul's name 
took the place which Judas Iscariot's name might have had. 
But the religionists who claim that Peter was the first 
pope and the prince of the apostles will ask: What about 
Matthias, who was chosen by lot at the instance of the 
apostle Peter! 

To this question the infallible Scriptures answer: Jesus 
did not choose his twelve apostles by casting lots; but after 

168 
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prayer and under Jehovah God's guidance Jesus made 
direct choice of them. Mark, the companion of Peter, says 
of Jesus: "He ordained tweb;e, that they should be with 
him, and that he might send them forth to preach." 
(Mark 3: 14-19; Luke 6: 12-16) This was not so in the 
case of Matthias. It was before the day of Pentecost and 
before the outpouring of the holy spirit upon the faithful 
disciples, and hence it was not under the guidance of the 
holy spirit or comforter that the 120 brethren at Jerusalem 
chose Matthias by the casting of lots. In doing so, they 
took action in advance of the Lord Jesus Christ and without 
any instruction from him. Hence, in the Holy Scriptures no 
mention is made of )fatthias as being one of the "twelve 
apostles of the Lamb". The expression "twelve apostles" is 
not found in the book of Acts of the Apostles. True, the 
record at Acts 1: 26 says: "And they gave forth their lots; 
and the lot fell upon )latthias; and he was numbered with 
the eleven apostles"; but it does not say that Matthias was 
numbered as an apostle of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
Acts 6: 2 says: "Then the twelve called the multitude of 
the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that 
we should leave the word of God, and serve tables,'' but 
the record of that verse does not mention "twelve apostles". 

'Vhat, then, does the use of the expression "the twelve" 
mean, if not "twelve apostles"T This: Matthias, who was 
linked up with the "eleven apostles", was a member of a 
committee of twelve special servants in the congregation at 
Jerusalem, but he was not one of the "twelve apostles of 
the Lamb". "And God hath set some in the church, first 
apostles, secondarily prophets, ... Are all apostles? are all 
prophets? ... do all interpret T"-1 Cor. 12: 28-30. 

What of Paul's own statement at 1 Corinthians 15: 3-9T 
It reads: "Christ died for our sins according to the scrip­
tures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the 
third day according to the scriptures: and that he was seen 
of Cephas [Peter], then of the twelve: after that, he was 
seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the 
greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen 
asleep. After that, he was seen of James; then of all the 
apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one 
born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, that 
am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God." But again it is noted that Paul himself 
does not use the number "twelve" and the term "apostles" 
together with each other. His careful choice of language 
under inspiration serves to show that, out of the twelve 
who served together in the early church at Jerusalem, only 
eleven constituted "all the apostles" there; and thereafter 
Christ Jesus made direct choice of Paul himself by a 
personal appearance to him and a straight call to him for 
service. Thereby Paul became the twelfth or "1east of the 
apostles". 

It would be contrary to Revelation 21: 14 to argue that 
there were thirteen apostles of the Lamb. It would be 
contrary to the typical picture provided in the twelve 
sons of Jacob who were the foundation members of the 
twelve tribes of natural Israel. The twelve tribes of spiritual 
Israel are counterparts of those twelve tribal groups of 
"Israel after the flesh". Hence there are fitly just twelve 
foundations to spiritual Israel, the twelve apostles resting 

on the Chief Foundation Christ Jesus. Whereas, after the 
choice of Matthias by lot ho personal mention is made of 
him in the early church, there was none that excelled Paul 
in building up the early Christians and in serving as an 
instrument of God to lay down the foundation truths of 
belief in Christ.-Acts 7 : 8; 1 Cor. 10: 18; 1 Pet. 2: 9; 
Gal. 6: 15, 16; Rom. 2: 29; Rev. 7: 4-8; 21: 12-14; Eph. 2: 20. 

It must have been because Paul was the twelfth apostle, 
specifically chosen by Christ, that he could write concern­
ing himself: ''Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to 
be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God" ; and, 
"Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by 
Jesus Christ, and God the Father"; and, ''Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ by the will of God"; a.nd, ''Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Saviour, 
and Lord Jesus Christ"; and, ''PauJ, a servant of God, and 
an apostle of Jesus Christ."-1 Cor. 1: 1; 2 Cor. 1: 1; 
Rom. 1: 1; Gal. 1: 1; Eph. 1: l; Col. 1: 1; 1 Tim. 1: 1; 
2 Tim. 1: 1, 11; Titus 1: 1; 1 Tim. 2: 7. 

Nevertheless, Paul's apostleship was disputed by some. 
It was necessary for him to declare frequently his appoint­
ment from the Lord and to point to the obligations that 
his commission laid upon him. Paul challenged his dis­
putants, saying: "Am I not an apostle T am I not free T 
have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord T are not ye my 
work in the Lord! If I be not an apostle unto others, 
yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostle­
ship are ye in the Lord." (1 Cor. 9: 1, 2) Evidently, one 
of the tests of being an apostle of the Lamb was to have 
seen the Lord Jesus Christ after his resurrection. Hence 
in this same epistle Paul repeats: "And last of all he was 
seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. For I 
am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God I am what I am : and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but 
the grace of God which was with me."-1 Cor. 15: 8-10. 

In a second epistle to the Corinthians Paul writes: "For 
I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest 
apostles. But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowl­
edge; but we have been throughly made manifest among 
you in all things." "I ought to have been commended of 
you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, 
though I be nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were 
wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, 
and mighty deeds." (2 Cor. 11: 5, 6; 12: 11, 12) To the 
church at Rome Paul further wrote: "For I speak to you 
Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I 
magnify mine office: if by any means I may provoke to 
emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some 
of them." (Rom. 11: 13) The Gentiles who believed on 
Christ Jesus and who consecrated themselves to God and 
were accepted of Him became members of the twelve tribes 
of spiritual Israel. 

No one will argue that Matthias was one of the 'very 
chiefest of the apostles'. Hence if Paul was not a whit 
behind the chiefest, that would cause Matthias to be left 
out as one of the Lamb's twelve apostles. Such fact, however, 
does not argue that Matthias was not a faithful follower 
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of Christ Jesus and a zealous devoted servant of him. There 
is nothing to indicate that Peter infallibly applied his 
quotation of Psalm 109: 8, ''Let another take his office," 
to Matthias. (Acts 1: 20) It was proper to quote the scrip. 
ture to show that Psalm 109 would be fulfilled; but it could 
not be correctly applied to any individual until after it 
was fulfilled. All the facts point to Paul as the one taking 
up the position vacated by Judas Iscariot. Both Judas and 
Saul of Tarsus persecuted Jesus, but Judas died an un­
faithful outcast, whereas Saul was converted from his 
course and became the apostle Paul. 

The situation back there in the first century after Christ 
manifestly presented a difficulty. It finds an interesting 
parallel in this twentieth century. The undisputed facts 
show that the Jewish clergy of priests, Levites, scribes, 
Pharisees and Saddueees did not recognize the ordination 
or apostleship of Paul and his fellow apostles. When Peter 
was going to places as far distant rui Babylon, which was 
then in Parthia outside of the Roman Empire, the apostle 
Paul was active in performing his Christian commission 
in the territories of the Roman Empire. But not only 
Jewish religionists, but also Roman officialdom, refused 
to recognize the Christian ordination of Paul or that of 
his companions; they could not even comprehend it. (Acts 
26 : 24-28) Also among those who professed to be Christians 
Paul had to contend earnestly for his service privileges 
and responsibilities. As an apostle of Jesus Christ, Paul 
was a witness of Jehovah God, according to his own testi­
mony before the Roman Court, when he said: "Having 
therefore obtained help of God [Jehovah], I continue unto 
this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none 
other things than those which the prophets and !loses did 
say should come: that Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the dead, and 
should she\v light unto the people, and to the Gentiles." 
At such testimony Governor Festus called Paul mad. 
-Acts 26: 22-24; Luke 4: 22, 28, 29. 

Jesus forewarned his disciples that they would be cast 
out of synagogues and even be killed. His forewarning was 
meant to cover the entire period of the "Christian era", 
including this "end of the world''. The casting out was 
to be not only from Jewish synagogues but also from the 
religious organizations of all those who think they are 
doing God's service. (John 16: 1-4; Mark 13: B-10) The 
word "synagogue" means a "gathering" or "meeting-place". 
It applies to congregations of other religionists besides 
Jews. As to this the prophet Isaiah said: "Hear the word 
of Jehovah, ye that tremble at his word: Your brethren 
that hate you, that east you out for my name's sake, have 
said, Let Jehovah be glorified, that we may see your joy; 
but it is they that shall be put to shame."-Isa. 66: 5, 
Am. Stan. Ver. 

Such predictions prove that the clergy of religious 
organizations would dispute the divine ordination of the 
present-day witnesses of Jehovah. "The Faithful and True 
Witness" of Jehovah God is Christ Jesus, the Son of God, 
and his own ordination was disputed by the religionists. 
''When he was come into the temple, the chief priests and 
the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, 
and said, By what authority doest thou these things1 and 

who gave thee this authorityT" (Rev. 3: 14; Matt. 21: 23) 
Not strange, then, that the religionists today decry the 
commission from God of all genuine followers of Jesus 
Christ, because the servant is not greater than his Lord. 
(Matt. 10: 25) Paul's commission and qualifications were 
disputed in his time. Likewise at this end of the world it 
could not be otherwise than that the commission of Jeho­
vah's witnesses, though perfectly Scriptural and valid 
from GOO, should be scoffed at and disputed by all the 
religionists of Jewry and "Christendom". Hence it is that 
their being ministers of the gospel of God's kingdom by 
Christ Jesus is denied and ignored by religionists. 

At the same time that the strongest religious organization 
of "Christendom" denies the ordination of Jehovah's wit­
nesses in these days, it contends earnestly that its bishops 
are the successors of the apostles, and that the bishop of 
Rome is the successor of Peter himself. It therefore contends 
that it is the apostolic church. Chapter VII of the book 
The Faith of Our Fathers, by Cardinal Gibbons, says : 
"That the Church was infallible in the Apostolic Age is 
denied by no Christian. We never question the truth of 
the Apostle's declarations; they were, in fact, the only 
authority in the Church for the first century .... There 
is no just ground for denying to the Apostolic teachers of 
the nineteenth century in which we live a prerogative 
clearly possessed by those of the first, especially as the 
Divine Word nowhere intimates that this unerring guidance 
was to die with the Apostles. On the contrary, as the 
Apostles transmitted to their successors their power to 
preach, to baptize, to ordain, to confirm, etc., they must 
also have banded down to them the no less essential gift 
of infallibility." 

A faithful examination of the inspired and infallible 
Scriptures shows the cardinal to be guilty of false reason­
ing. Also the history of his religious system and the teach­
ings and pronouncements of its religious heads belie the 
cardinal's wishful thinking. The sacred Scriptures nowhere 
mention successors to the apostles, nor even hint such a 
thing, but rather they teach against such a thing. When the 
apostle James was killed by King Herod, the book of Acts 
of the Apostles shows, no meeting was held of the sur­
viving apostles to appoint a successor to James, because 
James had never vacated his apostleship, but finished it 
faithfully. (Acts 12: 1-5) Certainly the so-called "succes­
sors" are not infallible in assuming the title "father", for 
Jesus plainly told his true apostles: "Call no man your 
father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is 
in heaven." (Matt. 23: 9) There is no Bible record that 
the faithful apostles called Jesus ''Father", nor did they 
violate Jesus' commandment with respect to calling them· 
selves "fathers", or anybody else in the church by that 
name. At 2 Peter 3: 15, the apostle Peter speaks of "our 
beloved brother Paul", but not of ''Father Paul". Jesus' 
apostles addressed their younger brethren in the truth in 
terms of affection, such as son or children, but they did 
not demand to be addressed by them as "father". There 
is no scripture, either, that shows the Christians addressed 
the apostles or any others in the church as "fathers". 
-1 Cor. 4: 14, 15; 1Tim.1: 1; Titus 1: 4; 1 John 2: 1, 12, 
18, 28; 5: 21; John 21 : 5. 
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Going beyond that, the religionist who claims to be the 
successor of the apostle Peter takes to himself the title of 
"father of fathers", that is, papa, which the Roman reli­
gionists explain to mean pater patrom. To this he adds 
to himself, as his predecessors have done, the titles: "Holy 
Father, His Holiness, Principal of the Apostles, the true 
Vicar of Christ, The Head of the whole church, the Father 
and Doctor of all Christians." Paul, a true apostle, writes: 
"Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly call­
ing, consider the Apostle and High Priest [A.postolus et 
Ponti/ex (Latin Vulgate)] of our profession, Christ Jesus." 
(Heb. 3: 1) But the self-styled "vicar of Christ" goes one 
better than Jesus himself and takes the title Ponti{ ex 
Maximus. This Latin title is of no other than demon origin. 
According to Roman tradition, the pagan pontiffs were 
instituted by Numa, the second king of Rome (715-672 
B. C.), and to him the origin of nearly all the religious 
institutions of pagan Rome is ascribed. Ponti/ex means 
bridge-builder or way-maker, and it has a source different 
from that of sacerdos, which Latin word means priest. 
During the Roman Empire the functions of Ponti/ex 
Maximus were discharged by the pagan Roman emperors. 
In A. D. 325 Emperor Constantine assumed the title. 
Gratian, the emperor from 373 to 383, was the last to bear 
the title. He refused to wear the insignia of Ponti{ ex 
Maximus as unbefitting a Christian. But the pope promptly 
nabbed up such title of pagan origin. 

Even in the Latin Vulgate Bible the term Ponti{ ex 
Maximus is not found. In translating the Bible from the 
original Hebrew and Greek into Latin, Jerome translated 
"high priest" as summus sacerdos or princeps sacerdotum, 
except when translating Paul's letter to the Hebrews. In 
that book, when "high priest" applied to Jesus, Jerome 
translated it by another Latin term, not pontifex maximus, 
but simply pontif ex. At Hebrews 4: 14, where the Greek 
text has "great high priest", meaning Jesus, Jerome trans­
lated it merely pontif ex magnus. Maxim us is the superla­
tive of magnus. There was no reason, however, for Jerome 
to change from summus sacerdos to pontifex, because m 
the original Greek there was no change to a different word 
for "priest". At any rate, inasmuch as the disciple is not 
above his l\Iaster, it is certainly not infallibly apostolic for 
a professed disciple of the l\Iaster to assume the title "Ponti­
fex Maximus", whereas the l\Iaster is called only magnus. 

In his own day Paul had to contend for his right to 
the position and responsibilities of an apostle of Jesus 
Christ. Not out of chagrin over that fact, but as a warning 
to Christians he wrote concerning deceivers: "For such 
are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming them­
selves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel, for 
Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light There­
fore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed 
as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works."-2 Cor. 11. 13-15. 

A PATTERN OF "MEN OF GOOD-WILL" 

T HE Bible is the Word of God, which he has provided 
for the instruction of the meek in the way of right­
eousness; and this God does that the man of God 

may be fully equipped for His service. Hence the man of 
good-will recognizes the Bible as the Word of Almighty 
God, and he accepts it as his true and proper guide. 
(2 Tim. 3: 16, 17) "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
a light unto my path."-Ps. 119: 105. 

God in ancient times used men and inanimate things to 
make patterns, types, models, and pictures by which to teach 
the meek and guide them in the way they should go The 
sacred Scriptures set out such patterns spec1fically for 
the aid of those who desire to learn For more than sixteen 
centuries God dealt with the twelve tribes of Israel, and 
with that people he caused things to come to pass by which 
he made types or patterns for the guidance of the people 
now on the earth. It is written: "Now all these things 
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
corne."-1 Cor. 10: 11. 

It is therefore seen that such "ensamples", otherwise 
called "types" (marginal reading), are to be understood 
by those people on the earth at the end of the world. Now 
we have come to that time, and those who seek to know 
will learn. There would have been no purpose in making 
these types unless they were to be understood at some time ; 
and now is the proper time. A type is an image or repre­
sentation of something that comes to pass in some future 
time. An antitype is the reality of the thing of which the 

type is a representation. The type may properly be called 
a "shadow''; the antitype, the "reality". 

The type is also a pattern that serves as a guide by 
which others work. For instance, it is recorded concerning 
the men who served in the priesthood of the Israelites: 
"Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 
things, as l\Ioses was admonished of God when he was about 
to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make 
all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the 
mount." (Heb. 8: 5; Ex. 25: 40) Another instance is that 
case wherein Jesus is called "the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world". The passover lamb killed as a 
sacrifice by the priests at Jerusalem was a type of the Lord 
Jesus.-Ex. 12: 1-29; 2 Chron. 30: 15-17. 

The word pattern may properly be applied to anything 
designed to serve as a guide by which men are taught to 
walk in the right way. The tabernacle was built in the 
wilderness by Moses, according to the pattern which God 
revealed to him when he was in the mountain. God said: 
"Let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
them. According to all that I shew thee, after the pattern 
of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments 
thereof, even so shall ye make it."-Ex. 25: 8, 9. 

In times past God used animate and inanimate things, by 
which he made prophetic pictures or dramas. Thereby he 
disclosed in symbol his means to gather his "other sheep" 
of good-will and who shall receive the salvation that gives 
them life everlasting on earth to serve God and his King. 
Many persons regard that part of the Bible which has 
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long been called "The Old Testament" as merely historical 
statements of the events that came to pass long ago. In 
this they greatly err. Whatsoever things have been recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures are for the aid of those who are 
devoted to Jehovah God, that they may learn the right way 
and thereby be comforted and receive a full assurance of 
God's purpose to grant them salvation, with his attending 
blessmgs in abundance. (Rom. 15: 4) The Bible is a great 
treasure house of truth; and happy is the man who gains 
a knowledge and understanding of it. To aid persons of 
good-will toward God our attention is now directed to a 
pattern, drama or prophetic picture recorded in the Bible 
long ago, namely, that of Jonadab. 

God created the earth for man, and he created man to 
live upon the earth, and to enjoy the earth and the fullness 
thereof. By the permission of the Almighty God perfect 
man shall, in due time, enjoy that great favor and blessing. 
(Isa. 45 : 12, 18 ; Ps. 24 : 1) Those who will escape the 
terrible tribulation and destruction of Armageddon and 
who thereafter have the blessings from the Lord on the 
earth, will constitute the "great multitude" described at 
Revelation 7: 9-17, and they constitute the Lord's "other 
sheep". 

The Bible makes mention of a man whose name was 
Jehonadab, also called Jonadab; and the Lord's "other 
sheep" are at times spoken of as "Jonadabs". Of old the 
Israelites, or Jews, were God's covenant people, and he 
dealt with them as such to the exclusion of other peoples, 
and that over a period of sixteen centuries. (Amos 3: 2) 
Jonadab was a son of Rechab, the Kenite, the descendant 
of the patriarch Abraham through his concubine Keturah. 
( 1 Chron. 1 : 32, 33; 2: 55) The name Jonadab means "Jeho­
vah is bounteous", evidently referring to the fact that 
Jehovah showed great favor towards Jonadab because he 
believed on God and refused to be drawn into the Devil's 
trap. While the many nations of the earth practiced the 
Devil religion the descendants of Rechab, including Jona­
dab, refused to have anything at all to do with religion. 
(Ex. 3: 1; Judg. 1: 16; 4: 11; 5: 24) They were positively 
and unalterably against Baalism or devil-worship, the reli­
gion practiced by the Gentile nations, and into which great 
trap or snare of religion the Israelites fell. 

The descendants of Jonadab were known as "the house 
of the Rechabites". They were an honest and sincere people 
who stood always for what is right and refused to compro­
mise with wrongdoers. When they made an agreement, 
they faithfully performed it. They kept their word. God 
spoke to his prophet Jeremiah, highly commending the 
"house of the Reehabites" because of their sincerity, honesty 
and faithfulness in keeping an agreement which they had 
made. "And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, 
Thus saith the Loao of hosts, the God of Israel; Because 
ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, 
and ):cept all his precepts, and done according unto all that 
he hath commanded you : therefore thus saith the Loan 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab 
shall not want a man to stand before me for ever." 
-Jer. 35: 18, 19. 

The Rechabites were men of good-will toward Jehovah 
God, and they loved righteousness, and therefore God used 

them as a pattern or picture of the people of good-will who 
now learn of Jehovah's provision for mankind, and who 
love righteousness, and who show their love for God when 
they come to know him. 

God commanded t.he prophet Elisha to anoint Jehu to 
perform a work specifically among the Israelites for the 
vindication of Jehovah's name. Jehu was a captain in the 
Israelite army during the reign of Ahab, king of the ten 
tribes of Israel, and his wicked wife Jezebel, who practiced 
the Devil religion known as Baalism, and which religion 
pictured the modem-day religion and religious systems 
commonly called "Christendom" or "the Christian religion". 
Jehu in the performance of his duty and commission pic­
tured Christ Jesus, the great Executioner nnd Vindicator 
of Jehovah's name. As a picture Jehu also included the 
faithful followers of Christ Jesus, particularly the remnant 
thereof from and after A. D. 1919. 

The meeting of Jehu and Jonadab, and what took place 
at that meeting, forms a picture or prophetic drama, pattern 
or type of the relationship that the people of good-will now 
on earth bear toward Christ Jesus and the members of his 
body or church. Therefore that prophetic picture was made 
and recorded for the special benefit of those who are now 
on the earth. Jehu in the performance of his commission 
had just executed a number of the Devil religionists who 
supported King Ahab and who were against Jehovah nnd 
his anointed king, Jehu, and he was then on his way to 
execute more of the same unfaithful class. He saw Jonadab, 
who was, of course, not an Israelite, coming to meet him. 
This part of the picture shows the people of good-will, but 
who are not of the remnant of Christ's "little flock"', seeking 
the Lord that they might find the place of refuge and salva­
tion. Jehu halted his chariot and spoke to Jonadab; concern­
ing which the Scriptures record the following: "And when 
he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of 
Rechab coming to meet him: and he saluted him, and said 
to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart! 
And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me thine hand. 
And he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into 
the chariot. And he said, Come with me, and see my zeal for 
the LORD. So they made him ride in his chariot."-2 Ki. 
10: 15, 16. 

The heart is the seat of affection and of motive, directing 
a person's course of action. If a man has a good heart, 
set upon doing right, then his course of action will be in 
harmony with that heart or motive. If a man believes in 
God and Christ Jesus and desires to know what is right, 
then he is properly said to be a person of good-will toward 
God. When Jehu spoke to Jonadab saying: 'Is thy heart 
as my heart!' clearly Jehu's meaning was: 'Do you approve 
of my course, which is against the Devil and his deceptive 
religious schemes, and is your heart devoted to Jehovah 
God!' When Jonadab answered that he was of the same 
heart or motive as moved Jehu to take righteous action 
against the religionists, Jehu gave Jonadab his hand and 
took him up into his chariot, and thereby pictured that 
the Lord Jesus offers protection to the Jonadabs and invites 
them to seek that protection in or under his organization, 
Jehu's chariot being a picture of the Lord's organization. 
Jonadab was taken up into the chariot with King Jehu 
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and rode with him; and this shows that Jonadabs become 
companions of the anointed followers of Christ Jesus, and 
walk with the remnant thereof. Jehovah's witnesses now 
on the earth are that remnant. 

When inviting Jonadab to go with him, Jehu said to 
him : "Come with roe, and see my zeal for the LoRD 
[Jehovah]." That meant that Jehu was energetic and 
enthusiastic in rendering service at the command of Jeho­
vah, and he invited Jonadab to show a like zeal. Also this 
shows that the Jonadabs today must have and exhibit 
energy and enthusiasm in their devotion and service to God 
and his King and Kingdom. As to having zeal, it is 
written prophetically concerning the Lord Jesus Christ: 
"For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon 
me."-Ps. 69: 9; John 2: 17; Rom. 15: 3. 

As King Jehu in his zeal pictured Jehovah's King, so 
we observe that the Lord Jesus \Vas at all times zealous in 
the performance of his commission handed to him by 
Jehovah. The Devil, and particularly his religious agents, 
have at all times brought great reproach upon the name 
of Jehovah God. When Christ Jesus came to earth, the 
reproaches that reproached Jehovah God fell upon his Son 
Jesus, and therefore Jesus suffered great reproach at the 
hands of the religious agents of the Devil. All the true 
followers of Christ Jesus have suffered like reproaches 
down to the present time.-1 Pet. 4: 14. 

Those who associate thus with the elect remnant class 
must also suffer reproach. That means that those who shall 
form the "great multitude" of "other sheep'' are reproached 
now by the religionists, and this opposition affords the 
Jonadabs the opportunity to prove their devotion to the 
Lord and to maintain their integrity toward Jehovah God. 
They must be subjected to the test and must devote them-

selves and all they have to God and his kingdom, and not 
to any man or man-made organization. 

The Jonadabs must have and exercise the same faith and 
obedience as that required and exhibited by the "elect" 
"servant" class, the ''little flock'' under Christ Jesus. (Isa. 
42: 1) For this reason it is now seen that the anointed 
remnant, that is, the remnant of the little flock yet on earth 
who are Jehovah's witnesses, and those who form the 
company known as "the Jonadabs" must become and many 
already have become companions in service; and they go 
on together in peace and harmony, serving God and his 
kingdom, as beautifully pictured at Psalm 122. Wherever 
the name Jehonadab or Jonadab appears in the Scriptures 
as meaning the son of Rechab, it may now be read ns 
referring typically to those men and women on earth today 
who are of good-will toward God and who are seeking the 
way to serve God and his kingdom and its King, Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

The "Jonadabs", or "other sheep", have declared them­
selves for Jehovah and his kingdom. It is therefore their 
privilege and their obligation to give all their support to 
Jehovah's kingdom. That means their time, their energy, 
their money, and everything, to advance the Kingdom 
interests. To be sure, the Lord does not need the support 
of any creature; but those who do voluntarily support his 
kingdom show their devotion to Him. After providing the 
necessary material things for oneself and one's dependent 
ones, then if one is in a covenant with the Lord God 
Jehovah it is one's privilege and duty to use his substance 
to further the interest of the Lord's glorious kingdom. It 
is the privilege and obligation of the Jonadabs to avail 
themselves of all opportunity to bear witness to others of 
and concerning the Kingdom by which Jehovah God vindi­
cates his holy name. 

ABIMELECH, AMBITIOUS POLITICIAN 

M AN rule or God rule-whichT That issue underlies 
all the turmoil and strife of these perilous days, 
though it be unrecognized by the majority millions. 

Power-mad politicians push doggedly on in their schemes 
to unify humanity under one central rule, one over-all 
political machine. Their regimented "one world" will never 
hold together when Jehovah's Kingdom rule exerts its power 
at Armageddon. That final risitment of divine wrath will 
find the "new world" ushered in by man-and-demon col­
laboration already a failure and filled with strife, a house 
divided. Jehovah long ago foretold it. An issue paralleling 
in miniature the one that now looms up for settlement con­
fronted Israel after the death of Judge Gideon. It centered 
around Abimelech. 

Several Bible characters were named Abimelech. The 
one with which we are concerned is the son of Gideon by 
bis concubine in Shechem. (Judg. 8: 30, 31) The bastard 
son Abimelech was half Ephraimite, half J'ilanassite. His 
first actions recorded in the Divine Record disclose his sly 
covetousness: "Abimelech the son of J erubbaal [Gideon] 
went to Shechem unto his mother's brethren, and communed 
with them, and with all the family of the house of his 

mother's father, saying, Speak, I pray you, in the ears of 
all the men of Shechem, Whether is better for you, either 
that all the sons of Jerubbaal, which are threescore and ten 
persons, reign over you, or that one reign over youT 
remember also that I am your bone and your fiesh."-Judg. 
9: 1, 2. 

Thus Abimelech launched his electioneering campaign. 
His name means "father of the king", and he fathered the 
idea of his being a king. Self-glory, self-gain, regardless of 
cost to others, was uppermost in his mind. How unlike 
the course of his father, who flatly refused kmgship for 
himself or for his sons. (Judg. 8: 22, 23) There is no 
indication that any of Gideon's seventy legitimate sons 
contemplated political careers. They doubtless endorsed 
their father's stand; namely, "The LORD shall rule over 
you." Abimelech was anti-Theocratic. To draw support he 
used scare methods, holding before the people the prospects 
of chaos under a multiple-headed ruling body, or unity 
under a centralized government. Furthermore, his plat­
form pandered to selfish tribal patriotism, saying, "I am 
your bone and your flesh." This was a tip-off that his rule 
would not be impartial, that it would not advance unity 
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in the nation of Israel, but that it would cater to the selfish 
interests of a favored few. It struck a responsive cord 
m the bosom of the men of Shechem; it was this campaign 
promise that swung them to his side.-Judg. 9: 3. 

"They gave him threescore and ten pieces of silver out 
of the house of Baal-berith, wherewith Abimelech hired 
vain and light persons, which followed him." (Judg. 9: 4) 
Just who were these "men of Shechem" T Rotherham's and 
Young's translations more accurately render the phrase 
"owners of Shechcm" and "masters of Shechem". They 
were the prominent citizens; they ran the town. Remember, 
Shechem was one of the Levite cities of refuge and that 
the priestly class would manage its affairs; hence the "men 
of Shechem" must have been the clergy element. They had 
abandoned Jehovah's worship for the religion of Baal-berith, 
and the record shows that the apostate Levites, who doubt­
less served as Baal priests, threw their financial support 
behind the king-aspirant. Clergy-backing swayed the com­
mon herd, and all climbed onto the Abimelech-for-dictator 
bandwagon. 

Abimelech feared his God-defying seizure of the govern­
ment might be opposed by Gideon's legitimate sons. Reli­
gion's contribution opened the way for their removal. Sur­
rounding himself with a hired strong-arm squad of elite 
guards, Abimelech moved to assure the success of his power 
steal : "He went unto his father's house at Ophrah, and slew 
his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being threescore and 
ten persons, upon one stone: notwithstanding yet Jotham 
the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left; for he hid himself." 
(Judg. 9: 5) But what could one do against the political 
machine ambitious Abimelech had bmlt up t On with the 
coronation ! 

The clergy masters of Shechem crowned this 'principal 
one of the flock' king. They doubtless conferred upon him 
"divine right". But there was a 'fly in the ointment' that 
marred the colorful ceremony. Jotham attended. From the 
top of Mount Gerizim he cried out the warning parable 
of the trees. Briefly, it was this: The trees desired a king. 
They invited the olive tree to reign; it refused to leave 
its fatness that honored God. They next tried to draft the 
fig tree into political office; it would not forsake its sweet­
ness and good fruit for promotion. A like blunt refusal 
met their offer to the vine. So the tall trees turned to the 
low bramble. It accepted: "If in truth ye anoint me king 
over you, then come and put your trust in my shadow: and 
if not, let fire come out of the bramble, and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon."-Judg. 9: 6-15. 

Trees are used to represent living creatures. (Ps. 1: 2, 3; 
Isa. 61: 3; Ezek. 31: 7-9) In Jotham's day the "trees" in 
the parable stood for the people, and more particularly the 
leaders in Shechem. The three plants refusing kingship 
represented Gideon and his seventy sons, who would not 
abandon the goodness of Theocratic rule to be promoted in 
a seditious conspiracy against Jehovah's order. Abimelech 
was the ''bramble". 

The conclusion of Jotham's unscheduled coronation 
address took the form of an alternative. He recounted the 
evil they had returned for the good Gideon had done. 
Gideon had fought for them, delivered them from Midian; 
they had reciprocated by slaying his sons. Therefore, "If 

ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and 
with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and 
let him also rejoice in you: but if not, let fire come out 
from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the 
house of Millo; and let fire come out from the men 
of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and devour 
Abimelech." (Judg. 9: 16-21) Not the promised unity and 
oneness, then, from Abimelech's reign, but internal strife 
and division and self-destruction to rip asunder his adminis­
tration. 

Three years pass; then, "God sent an evil spirit between 
Abimelech and the men of Shechem." The Shechemites 
revolted, set ambushes for their erstwhile champion Abime­
lech, and robbed all who fell into their hands. Abimelech 
marched on the city and inflicted a sore defeat upon it. In 
a follow-up engagement the king stormed the city, took it, 
and sowed it with salt. (Judg. 9: 22-45) What of the masters 
of Shechem T Did they fight for their cityT No; these demon­
led religionists holed up in their temple of Baal-berith and 
let the common people whom they had blinded land in 
the dftch of destruction. (Jer. 51: 30; Matt. 15: 14) But 
they were not far behind. Abimelech and his storm-troopers 
piled branches around the stronghold and fired them, mak­
ing the clergy's hide-out their funeral pyre. Thus was ful­
filled the parable, "Let fire come out from Abimelech, and 
devour the men of Shechem."-Judg. 9: 20, 46-49. 

Just as inglorious, however, was the end of the ambitious 
king. In an act of aggression against the city of Thebez 
he died. He had taken the city, but its inhabitants had 
sought refuge in a tower. In mopping-up operations to 
smash this last point of resistance "a certain woman cast 
an upper millstone upon the head of Abimelech, and brake 
in pieces his skull". (Judg. 9: 53, Roth.) To escape the 
odium of having it said that he was slain by a woman he 
commanded his armor-bearer to run him through with a 
sword. All m vain. History identifies him with ignominious 
death at a woman's hands. (2 Sam. 11: 21) Thus ended the 
kingdom he had built upon blood.-Judg. 9: 55-57; ~lie. 

3: 10-12; Hab. 2: 12. 
The modern parallel of many of these typical events is 

apparent, but a brief statement will sharpen our apprecia­
tion thereof and enable us to peer into the near future. 
Gideon pictured Christ; his legitimate sons, Christ's house­
hold or ''body'', and their work. The concubine who gave 
birth to Abimelech well fits "organized religion", who claims 
to be wedded to the Greater Gideon, yet the political 
"principal of the flock" she brings forth are illegitimate 
Christians. Modern dictatorial Abimelechs, financed from 
the coffers of the spiritual overlords or masters of "Chris­
tendom", assaulted Christ's household of servants on earth 
during World War I and killed the Elijah work. But a 
remnant, like Jotham, escaped. And as the world rulers 
were fathering leagues of nations and other schemes for 
a centralized world government, and while the clergy were 
plastering these makeshifts with names of blasphemy, such 
as "the political expression of God's kingdom", the 
"Jotham" class pronounced God's judgments. Unto the 
present time these feet-members of Christ stand secure and 
out of the enemy's reach, in the Kingdom heights, in the 
secret place of the :Most High. The way of escape Jehovah 
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keeps open for bis testimony-bearers.-Judg. 9: 21; Ps. 
91:1; Isa. 52:7; Rev.12:17. 

''Lebanon" means "white", and the cedars of Lebanon 
in this parable foreshadow the self-righteous, whited­
sepulcher crowd of "Christendom". Christ reign over them, 
yes; but on their terms: Christ rule in heaven, they and 
their political cronies to run the earth. They consider them­
selves the owners of modern Shechem. Christ Jesus rejected 
such a base offer once; he rejects it now. (Matt. 4: 1-11) 
His followers likewise refuse to leave the fat goodness of 
Jehovah's service for promotion or exaltation in anti­
Theocratic schemes of world rule. But the lofty "trees" 
of "Christendom", having rejected the God rule that is over 
the "olive tree", the "fig tree", and the "vine", turn to the 
low-to-the-ground "bramble". Imagine the squatty thorn­
bush furnishing shade for the towering cedars! Yet the 
low-down rulers exalt themselves above the peoples of earth. 
And if the masses of humanity do not bow under their 
shady schemes, then what 1 Like their god Satan, the edict 

of religious politicians is: Rule or ruin. Despite current 
flowery promises of an incoming "one world" of grandeur 
to crowd strife and war for ever from this earthly sphere, 
the hypocritical Bible-quoting politicians will never brmg 
forth aught but thorns and thistles to stick the peoples 
under their shadow.-Matt. 7: 15-20; Isa. 30: 1-3; Ezek. 
31:6,17. 

What is yet future in the present unfolding of the pro­
phetic drama T Abimelech destroyed the masters of Shechem; 
the world rulers will turn on religion and rend her and 
burn her with fire. Jehovah will put it into their heart to 
do this, just as he sent the divisive spirit betw~en Abimelech 
and the Shechemites. (Judg. 9: 23; Rev. 17: 16, 17) Modern 
Shechem or "Christendom" will be sown with salt; no 
"trees'' will ever again grow in religion's fields. As for 
the modern Abimelechs, their God-defying misrule will be 
brought up short at Armageddon. Their course of violence 
and aggression will bring destruction down upon their 
own heads. 

FIELD EXPERIENCES 
THEOCRATIC MINISTRY SCHOOL (ENGLAND) 

CHICHESTER: "On a family who were Roman Catholics 
I made a back-call in the usual way and suggested a book 
study, which was then arranged. At first I could not get 
the son to attend: he was married to 'the church', his 
mother said. I arranged with his mother to hold the study 
on an evening when he would be in. He attended, and was 
thrilled with the explanation of the Scriptures. I invited 
him and the whole family to the 1V at ch tower study of the 
company. Soon the 'father' called to see where he had got 
to. The son then told him exactly what had happened; and 
wasn't the priest disgusted! 'Is that what you do when I 
send you coal T' he said. In a tantrum he turned to go 
away, saying: 'Good afternoon.' To this the young man 
replied: 'Good afternoon, Mr. --- .' 'You call me 
"father'',' said the priest; whereupon the quick reply came: 
'I will call no man my father; it is unscriptural.' Well, 
to cut a long story short, this young man is now enrolled 
in the Theocratic Ministry school of the company and will 
gH"e his first six-minute talk on Sunday, on the subject 
'~oah'. The whole family have now left the 'church' and 
are now sharing in the witness work." 

BmmNGHAM : ''While witnessing on the street in the 
center of B., a smart, well-educated gentleman came up 
to me and requested a copy of the booklet Hope, statmg 
he had already received an invitation to the public lecture 
at the local Assembly point. Sunday afternoon after the 
lecture I happened to go to the front entrance of the 
auditorium, near the bookstall, when who should come 
along to examine the literature but the same gentleman. 
He immediately recognized me and accompanied me to the 
lounge, where we talked for over an hour. He was very 
much impressed by the Assembly and by Jehovah's wit­
nesses generally. Before leaving he took away copies of 
almost every publication on display, including the booklet 
Course in Theocratic Ministry, and invited me to call and 
see him at the Central Technical College, where he is one 
of the instructors. He declined to leave his private address; 

but I promised to call at the college to see him. A few 
weeks passed and I had opportunity to call at the college 
On seeing him I received a most cordial welcome. He im­
mediately opened a drawer in his desk and produced the 
Ministry booklet. It appears that, out of all the literature, 
he had studied this most. His remarks were: 'It JS the 
most marvelous job I have ever seen, ... both as to method 
and the exacting nature of its instruction. It is far ahead 
of present educational practice. Your course contains the 
quintessence of a shelfful of books, and naturally far more 
valuable than such.' He manifested keen interest in the 
Kingdom message and great interest in our work, and 
arrangements were made for a call at his home.'' 

SHEEP DETECTS FALSE SHEPHERD (E~GLANDJ 

"I was just about to commence my usual book study with 
an interested lady, when the vicar [of Cirencester] walked 
in. 'Oh, Mr. -- , you are just in time,' said she, 'we are 
about to start a Bible study.' He replied he would not 
stay, and, anyhow, the Bible contradicted itself. I asked 
him for a scripture to support his statement, at which he 
became very uncomfortable and, waving his hands about, 
said: 'Oh, I take back all I said.' He had come to see the 
lady about a fete and was just full of that. My friend 
said: 'Can you imagine Jesus attending such a fete and 
taking part in rafflest Jesus did just one thing, and you 
in your profession should do likewise.' But he said: 'You 
don't suggest that I should always be going around with 
a Bible under my arm, preaching. I simply couldn't do 1t, 
and I doubt if the people would listen.' 'Oh, yes, they 
would,' said my friend, 'for they are longing for an under­
standing of the Bible, Just as I am.' She told the clergyman 
that if he was not prepared to discuss the Bible on his 
visits, he need not any longer call, for she had no time 
for worldly subjects. Before I left this 'other sheep' of the 
Lord, she suggested that I make a special call on all the 
interested in and around that village and bring them to 
her home for the study. She also expressed a strong desire 
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to join with me in the witness work. I have several interested 
in that village and I had been perplexed how I could get 
them together. The book-study work is certainly the Lord's 
way of feeding His 'other sheep'." 

SCHOOL CHILDREN VOTED FOR "CHILDREN" 

"I came to another house, which also proved to be vacant. 
Directly across was a country schoolhouse, with the teacher 
and her pupils, twelve in all, playing ball. Walking up to 
the teacher I explained that I was a servant of the Most 
High, due to bearing witness to the gospel of Jehovah's 
kingdom. She told me someone or other was already con­
ducting a Sunday-schoo1 class at the school. I explained 
that besides that fact the information I had within the 
phonograph was important for her and the children to 
hear. With that she commanded the children to stop play­
ing and to enter the classroom, saying that a young gentle­
man had a Bible message for them. It was a very spacious 
school. The teacher offered me her desk for my phonograph. 
I explained to my little audience that the recording was 
entitled 'The New World', which gave conclusive fact.s 
of God's purpose to establish his new world over earth, 
and how they may have a part therein. While the record 
was playing they sat very quiet. Having played the record, 
I then introduced the book The New World, but somehow 
they did not show much enthusiasm. Hesitating a moment, 
I drew the book Children from my bag and explained that. 
I saw their eyes brighten up when they beheld the beautiful 
book. So winding up with my witness, I explained how the 
teacher could obtain a book. She could not make up her 
mind which one to choose. I told her to let the children 
decide which. Having done so, the vote was unanimous 
for Children. I then explained the illustrated folders, with 
questions, that went with the book Children, and how they 
were used. She could use Children as a textbook for the 
children. To this she agreed readily, and also to use the 
three folders for such an advantage. I left with them also 
the booklet Peace-Can It Last1 and The Watchtower and 
Consolation, and told them I would call sometime again 
soon to discuss further the information with them. I shall 
not skip any more schoolhouses."-Pioneer, New York. 

"WHILE MAKING BACK-CALLS [ARKANSAS} 

where The New World had been left, I came to a house 
where three young neighbor ladies were visiting. Knocking 
and being invited in, I inquired if the obtainer of the book 
had read it. 'Some,' sbe informed me friendlily. I stated I 
wished to show them all just what a treasure she had 
received for unveiling God's sacred Word, making the Bible 
understandable and a real joy to study. I began by reading 
the foreword in the Study Questions booklet, then further 
suggested we have a demonstration study; to which all 
agreed. Opening with intercession to our Father, I pro-

ceeded, with all taking a part therein for about twenty 
minutes. Then one left so unexpectedly that I suspected 
she was going because a religionist wishing to raise an 
argument, etc. Soon back she came with some pamphlet; 
but we were so absorbed that they never noticed her. Dis­
couraged, she soon went away. Her presence was taken up 
almost immediately by another who was interested, before 
she came back. Testing out if they were enjoying it and 
as to whether to come back regularly, I inquired about 
half-way through if we ought to continue throughout the 
hour. This was heartily endorsed, to a genuinely good con­
clusion, I being invited back and further privileged to 
answer timely questions, which proved they were benefited 
and enjoyed the prospect.s of learning of Jehovah's king­
dom blessings. This method has been satisfactorily em­
ployed several times, eighteen studies having been begun 
last month, and two additional for today, the first day 
of this month." 

''When back-calling on The New World I have found it 
well to leave Consolation No. 628, 'The New Book-An 
Appreciation,' concerning the book 'The Truth Skull Make 
You Free'. When I return the first words greeting me are: 
'By the way, I want that new book, the one reviewed.' I 
then call attention to pages 375-376 therein and mention 
the great number of studies held in private homes. They 
ask you to return.''-Connecticut pioneer. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

DEVIZES, Wilt.s., England: "Dear Sirs: I had the pleasure 
of meeting your Miss -- , whom I greatly admire. When 
she called here at my home I was greatly impressed with 
her courtesy and kindness, and I am convinced she is really 
sincere and a conscientious worker for the Watchtower 
Society. I am reading The New World, which is marvelously 
written. Miss--- has no idea I have written this letter. 
Her patience and good-will is particularly shown by her 
standing in the Market Square in all weathers. I have great 
admiration for her, and may God bless you all." 

STRATHFIELD, Australia: Besides telling of the hopes to 
print 20,000 copies of "The Truth Shall Make You Free" 
in the "land down under", the writer says: "'The Truth 
Shall Make You Free' is indeed a perfect gift from the 
hand of the Great Giver. The 'Sword of the Spirit' Bible 
and this book are surely the greatest helps the Lord has 
ever given his servants on earth for their educational work. 
The way the history of man is traced and the manner of 
dealing with doctrinal point.s as they occur in the great 
story is most convincing and inspiring. One cannot read 
it without feeling the desire to speak out the message to 
others. The increasing light on God's Word is marvelous 
to behold. We in this land wish to express our heartfelt 
gratitude to Jehovah and His 'servant' Society for these 
life-giving blessings." 

(Continued from page 162) 

read and study it together with the Bible and in company with 
other readers. This is not giving any credit to the maguine's 
publishers, but is due to the grt!at Author of the Bible with its 
truths and prophecies, and who now interprets its prophecies. He 
it is that makes possible the material that is published in the 
columns of thl8 magazine and who gives promise that it shall 

continue to publish the advancing truths aa long as it continues 
to aist for the service of the interests of his Theocratic Govern­
ment. Carefully and prayerfully read this issue of Tiie W atcll­
t0101r. Then ~o ~ot delay to ~ail in your subscription, that 
you may receive 1t regularly, twice a month, twenty-four copies 
the year. It is $1.00 in the United States; $1.50 elsewhere. 


