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"And all thy children shall be tau\,1ht of Jehovah; and 
\,1reat shall be the peace of thy children." - luzuzh 54:r;. 

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of 
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his 
creation, and his active agent in the creation of all other thing~. 
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power 
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah; 

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man 
for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully 
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason 
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the 
right to life; 

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and 
suffered death m order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for obedient ones of mankmd; that God raised up Jesus 
divme and exalted him to heaven above every other creature 
and above every creature's name and clothed him with all power 
and authority; 

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called 
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and Is the 
rightful Kmg of the world; that the anointed and faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his 
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear 
the fruits of the Kingdom before all who will hear; 

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of 
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to 
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World; 

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can 
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ, 
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the 
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establish­
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom 
the people of good-w1ll that survive Armageddon shall carry 
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" with a righteous race. 

"FREED0'.\1 OF WORSHIP" TESTIMONY PERIOD 

Apnl IS the month of the Testimony Period so named. This 
pe11o<l concludes the three-month campaign m behalf of tbe 
subscription list of The W atc/J tower. Hence tbo~e Jealously guard· 
ing as \vell as faithfully exercmng the freedom of worship will 
continue their earnest efforts to secure new subscnptwns for this 
Journal of God-given freedom. A new feature of the campaign 
1s added hy the release this month of tbe booklet Tile Coming 
1Vorld Rcgc11erat1on, and this. together mtb the book "The Truth 
Shall Jla/;e 1'011 Free", will be offered as a premmm to everyone 
ginng a year's subscription, at no more than the regular rate 
of $1.00. Our efforts are banng God's blessing, and co-operation 
by nil our regular subscribers and all other believers in freedom 
of worship \nil be welcomed durmg the remainder of this campaign. 
Requests by all such for mstruchons will be gladly received and 
given prompt attention. 

MEMORIAL 

The date Scripturally arnved at for 1944 for celebrating the 
:llemonal is Saturday, April 8. After 6 p. m. that day each 
company should assemble, and the anointed ones thereof celebrate 
the Memorial, their companions Ill! the Lord's "other sheep" being 
present as observers. Before the partakmg of the Memonal 
emblems a competent brother may deliver a brief discourse or 
appropriate paragraphs may be read from Watchtower articles on 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the 
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed 
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction spec1fically 

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will. 
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society 
supplies other literature to aid In such studies. It publishes 
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means 
of public instruction in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances. 
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, part11:.s, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved 
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites can:ful and critical examina­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities. 

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION Pales 

UNITED STATl:S, fl.00; all other countrlea, $USO, Amerklln currcnn: 
GREAT BRITAIN, VSTL\LASIA, AMO Sot TH Arni<' A, 6• AmerlrRD remit· 
taucea should be marle by Postal or E"press ~loney Orrler or by B1rnk 
Dratt. Brltl•h. South African and Au.iraluh•n remtttanres •hould 
be made cllr""t to the rapectlve branch olllces. Remlttanre.. from 

~~~":t o~~e~n:~i:it:Oh~"f P':~~/o~~ne';'8brJ':r ~!~~ to the Brool.lyn 

Fo1u:toN Orr1cEs 

Bntta1l --··-----·-······· 34 Craven Terrare, London. W 2. En~lnnd 

A~tralaaian ----···· 7 Beresford Road, StrathOelcl, N S W. Au•tr•lla 

Bout1' African ·-----··-······-··· Boston House. Ca~ Town. South Af1 tea 

lnd1all ··-····---··········-··--··-··-·· 161 Love Lane. llowba1 27, In<lla 
Pleaae address the Society to every caaa. 

'Iran•latlona of this journal appear to eenral lani;uai;es. 

ALL SINCERE STl'DENTS OF THE IllRLE who b1 rPft•on of 
Infirmity, poverty or a<1,·ers1ty are unable to PR)' the •Ub•ertption prtre 
may have 1'h• Watchtower free upon \Hillen app11ca1ton to the pulll1•he1s, 
made once eacb year. stattni: the reason !or ::i.o ret1uesung it \\'e .tt.re 
1Lad to tbu1 aid the needy, but the written apphcation ouce each year 
Ill required b1 the postal re:ulatlons. 

Notice to Subscnberi: Ackuo,..ledgment or a new or a nnO\•al •ub· 
scrtpt\on will be sent only when 1equested Chnm:e of Rrlclre«. when 
requested. ma:r be eX!"'Cted to appear on addr.,,,1 l11bel wttbrn one moiit n 
A renewal blank 1c11rr) lD&' notice of e'plratlonJ \Viti be sent "'tb tbe 
journal one mouth before the aubscrtptlon exptrea. 

Printed ID tbe United State, of America 
Entertll a1 oeconll·dau matter at th• poll oClce at Droo1lvn. N. Y., 

undtr the Act of Mai ell $, 1879. 

the ~Iemorial to those assembled. The bread-breaking and wrne­
drinkmg both p1cturmg the death in which Christ's bod} -members 
partake, both emblems should be served together nt parlnkm~. 

namely, unleavened bread and red wme. Jesus and bis apostles 
most certainly used red wme in symbol of hIS blood, and l\c 
should follow their lead. Report your celebration, the total attend­
ance and partakers of the emblems to the Society, as mstructed 
also in the Informant. 

"THE COMING WORLD REGE.'<ERATION" 
It is gratifymg to announce the production of a new booklet 

of the above title. Its thirty-two pages set out the public a<ldrc~s 
delivered by the Society's president to large audiences at ..-anous 
assemblies m the United States and Cuba. The speech gi\·cs for 
the first time, by the Lord's grace, tbe full scope of the glorious 
regeneration promised in His Word, and the front-cover design 
artistically suggests this great event. Copies of The Coming 
World Regeneration are now ava1lahle, at 5c a copy. Read 1t and 
prepare for its coming distribution as detailed elsewhere. 

-WATCHTOWER,. STUDIES 

Week of May 7: "Destroying Man's La.st Enemy," 
1J 1-21 inclusive, The Watclitower April 1, 1944. 
Week of May 14: "Destroymg Man's Last Enemv," 
1f 22-46 inclusive, The Watcht01oer Apnl l, 1944. 
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DESTROYING MAN'S LAST ENEMY 
"For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed 

is death."-1 Cor. 15:25, 26. 

JEHOVAH'S King is reigning. This means a new 
force has been injected into the affairs of this 
world. The course of the nations in total war is 

one of inflicting death upon millions, and that with 
the blessing of religious clergy and hierarchs. The 
course of Jehovah's reigning King is one of destroy­
ing death. Remarkable as it may seem, the Scrip­
tures reveal that his work of resurrection has already 
gone forward. His work of making the dead to live 
again will not halt until it embraces the general 
resurrection of humankind and places the human 
dead that are in the graves back on earth, all subject 
to his disposition as King and Judge. 

2 Such is good news. It is Scriptural gospel, and 
has been true since the active reign of the King 
began in A.D. 1914, and true particularly since HHS. 
This good news is no artificial attempt to meet the 
sorrov;s of our day with some imaginary comfort. 
It is founded on the fulfilled Word of God and upon 
the known facts since 1914, which facts are fulfilling 
his 'Vord and prove that the time is at hand. Long 
ago a faithful follower of the King was inspired 
to foresee the portentous events of this time, and 
he set such down in writing as gospel or good news. 
'Ve are living in the epoch when that apostle's words 
are ·manifestly due of fulfillment, and it is our 
blessed privilege to examine his writing and to be 
thereby informed, consoled and filled with hope. 
Bringing his letter to a grand climax, the apostle 
Paul opens chapter fifteen of his epistle to the Corin­
thians writing: "~Ioreover, brethren, I declare unto 
you the gospel which I preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; by 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what 
I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in 
vain." -1 Cor. 15: 1, 2. 

a It should be held in mind that the apostle is writ­
ing his brethren in Christ; which does not include 
the race of mankind in general. Hence this fact helps 
us to rightly apply his use of the personal pronouns 
1. What new lol'ce hao been Injected Into the 11trnln of this world, 
and how doeii Hs course d11?er from that of the nlltlons? 
2. Since when la such good newa true, why I• It no artlftclal attempt 
at comfort, and wbo'e word• especially do we examine in this regard? 
3 Due to what misapplication of terms have m1sunrler1t11ndln1: and 
confusion respectlni: the truth of 1 Corlnthlano 1~ existed 1 

"we", "our," and "us", and to restrict such to those 
whom he meant, namely, himself and his brethren of 
like precious faith in the gospel. In his words of 
salutation at the start of his epistle he identifies 
whom he means or names as his "brethren" by writ­
ing: "Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, 
to them that are sanctified in Christ Jes us, called 
to be saints, with all that in every place [Christians 
in all the earth] call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours." (1 Cor. 1: 2) Great 
confusion and misunderstanding of the truth of 
chapter fifteen of the apostle's letter have existed, 
due to a failure by readers of the Bible in general 
to recognize or remember the ones to whom the 
apostle is giving such comforts of the gospel. Such 
failure has caused casual Bible readers and religion­
ists to cast aside the restrictive bars which the 
apostle erects around the field of application of his 
words and to apply them to all men in general. 

99 

'To those who under religion's misguidance have 
read the apostle's \Vords in such a loose, unlimited 
way the truth of those words may now come like a 
disappointment to "men of good-will" in this won. 
derful resurrection epoch. Really, though, it is no 
cause for disappointment, no more than tlil) coming 
of the news of Christ's resurrection causes disap­
pointment. Despite· its application, 1 Corintluans 
chapter 15 is of intense interest to all the Lord's 
"other sheep", because it sets forth irrevocablt' 
f ea tu res of God's purpose which merely precede 
marvelous earthly blessings for his "other sheep". 
Those important features rest upon the foundat10n 
fact of Jesus' own resurrection, and are an advance 
upon it, in the direction of eventual benefit for faith­
ful "men of good-will" now living. It is all a part 
of the glorious vindication of Jehovah's name and 
Word. 

•In declaring to his spiritual brethren a review 
of the gospel which he had preached and they had 
received, the apostle Paul says: "For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, how 
4. Why ebould the Betting forth o! the truth of 1 Corinthians Iii 
n!ftult In no disappointment to ''Dien ot good-will"• 
II. At 1 Corlnth1nna 1~. 3 why d<M!S the apostle refer to Christ'• den th 
for ••our" sins, and for what two reason• did Chriot 1ubmlt to death• 
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that Christ died for our sins according to the scrip­
tures." ( 1 Cor. 15: 3) The apostle is not here over­
looking that Christ Jesus is "the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world" and that ''he is 
the propitiation for our sins: and not for on rs only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world". Paul is 
merely mentioning the benefit which he and his 
Christian brethren are the first ones to draw from 
Christ's death for the sins of all who will eventually 
believe and obey. (John 1: 29; 1 John 2: 2) The 
multitude of "men of good-will" among our readers 
who devote themselves to the Lord God through 
Christ may be assured that Christ also died for their 
sins according to the sacred Scriptures. His death 
was primarily because of his unbreakable integrity 
toward God and his fiat refusal to compromise with 
God's enemies and their religion. Though able to 
call to his rescue twelve legions of angels against 
those who had come out to get his life, he submitted 
to the ordeal of a violent death, because it served 
the purposes of Jehovah God: first, to prove God's 
universal sovereignty or domination as obeyed and 
adhered to unswervingly by his Chief Servant, 
Christ Jesus; and, second, to provide a ransom 
sacrifice for the redemption of believing sinners. 

•To prove that Christ J e::>us succeeded in both 
these parts of God's purpose is important. Such 
proof of God's full approval of Jesus as having 
served the divine will perfectly was displayed in 
his being resurrected. Hence his resurrection is of 
importance equal to that of his death. Not all the 
believing brethren of the apostle at Corinth had 
been Jews. Not all had had God's written Word in 
Hebrew and believed its teachings that the dead are 
dead and that under :Messiah's rule there should be 
a resurrection of the dead. ~!any of those believers 
at Corinth who had accepted the gospel at Paul's 
mouth had been Greeks or Gentiles. As such they 
had till then believed the pagan teachings that there 
are no dead and that death is unreal for the reason 
that man has within him an undying and indestruc­
tible soul, which escapes the body at death and lives 
on immortally in an invisible realm. (Acts 18: 1-11) 
Hence it was necessary and important to prove or 
reaffirm to such pagan converts that man is not 
inherently immortal and that even Christ Jesus while 
in the flesh was not immortal; but that he died and 
was actually dead, only his lifeless flesh remaining 
during the time of his entombment; and that God's 
miraculous power then acted and raised him to life 
eternal in the spirit or as a spirit, clothed upon with 
the gift of immortality and reflecting his Father 
Jehovah's glory as the "express image of His 
person". ( 1 Pet. 3: 18; Heb. 1: 3) It was strengthen-

6. WhJ I• It lmi>ortant to proTe Chrl•t Je•Ull succeeded In both tbeae 
respe<:U, and wb1 wu It Important for Paul to reaJ!lrm that Chriat 
actuall1 died and was raised 1 

ing to testify to Christ's resurrection and to adduce 
more witnesses than the apostle Paul of that almost 
unbelievable fact. 

' The apostle then gives an array of eyewitnesses 
of the fact of that first and most important resur­
rection in all creation and history. Continuing his 
declaration of the fundamental truths of the Chris­
tian gospel, he tells what followed Christ's death 
at the hands of religionists: "And that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day according to 
the scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas 
[Aramaic name for Peter], then of the twelve: after 
that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep [in death, includ­
ing the martyr Stephen, the apostle Jam es, and some 
whom Saul of Tarsus had delivered o>er to execu­
tion]. After that, he was seen of James; then of all 
the apostles. And last of all he was seen of me also, 
as of one born out of due time." ( 1 Cor. 15: 4-S) 
The apostle cites at least 501 witnesses, himself being 
the extra one, with many of which eyewitnesses he 
had conversed. 

•Paul's own sight of the resurrected Jesus was 
as if Paul had been prematurely born, not so born 
in the flesh, but born in the spirit by a resurrection 
to life in the spirit and able to see spirit persons. 
When Paul saw the resurrected Jesus he saw no 
crucified body clothing Jesus as a spirit person. 
Jesus did not appear to Paul as he had appeared 
to his faithful disciples during the forty days follow­
ing his resurrection and before ascending to heaven. 
On such occasions of manifesting himself ali\'e unto 
his disciples Jesus materialized a human body of 
flesh and bones in order to give a visible manif esta­
tion to the apostles and the five hundred brethren, 
some of whom doubted. (Matt. 28: 16, 17) But when 
Paul met up with the risen Lord, Christ Jesus per­
mitted him to see the outward shining of His glory 
surpassing the noonday sun's brightness and blind­
ing Paul's eyes for three days. Paul heard the Yoice 
from the brightness saying: "Saul, Saul, why perse­
cutest thou met ... I am Jesus whom thou perse­
cutest." (Acts 9: 1-5) For the moment Paul was as 
if he had been born from the dead as a spirit and 
was beholding another spirit invisible to human 
eyes. At that time Paul was generally known as 
"Saul of Tarsus". By this great merciful act of 
Christ leading to his conversion, Paul was thence­
forth obligated to be a convincing witness to Jes us' 
resurrection. 

'Paul acknowledged his obligation, and his efforts 
to meet it, next writing: "For I am the least of the 
7. What wltn-ea doeo the apc19tle then proceed to tJve to Ille (a<'I 
of J eaua• reaurrectlon I 
8. How waa the rtaen CbM1t -n of Paul "u of one born out of due 
time"? and what waa Paul tben<'eforlb obligated to be? 
9. What wu Paul'• •tlmste of himself a1 lo wortbloe•• to bl an 
apoatle? and to what apoatlesblp, and bow, wu be cb08eD? 
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apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which 
was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I 
laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, 
but the grace of God which was with me. Therefore 
whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed." (1 Cor. 15: 9-11) Paul was a special legate 
or apostle of Christ. He was chosen to be one of the 
"twelve apostles of the Lamb", not, however, by the 
casting of lots under the supervision of Peter before 
the outpouring of the spirit of God at Pentecost. It 
was by the direct and personal choice of the risen 
Jesus; just as the other ranking apostles of the 
Lamb had been chosen directly and personally by 
Jesus when on earth. (Acts 9: 11-16; 1 Cor. 9: 1; 
:Mark 3: 13-19) Paul, by his continuous works of 
testimony both "publicly and from house to house", 
by his miracles, and by his unique sufferings for his 
zeal and faithfulness, gave undeniable proof of his 
apostleship. His testimony was all the more reliable 
as to Jesus' being alive from the dead and in svirit­
ual glory, because prior thereto Paul had been a 
rabid persecutor of Jesus' followers. According to 
his own estimate, Paul seemed deserving to be at 
most the least of the apostles; wherefore he bore 
fittingly the name Paul, which name means "little". 
-2 Cor. 11: 21-33; 12: 10-12. 

PROOF OVERWHEL'.\IS DE:SIALS 
10 Before carrying his missionary work to Corinth 

the apostle Paul preached in Athens, not a hundred 
miles away. When he preached Jesus and the resur­
rection, the Athenians thought "resurrection" (Anas­
tasis) to be the name of a demon god, and some 
called Paul a babbler or a setter forth of strange 
gods. Others mocked; but some believed and accepted 
the resurrection doctrine, even though it exploded 
their previous belief in the demon doctrine of the im­
mortality of all souls. (Acts 17: 18-34) Whether some 
at Corinth were slipping back to their old belief in the 
deathlessness or inherent immortality of the human 
soul, Paul does not state. He simply discloses that 
some, associated with the congregation there, were 
questioning the resurrection of the dead, in fact, 
were denying the doctrine by which alone there is 
hope of a future life for those in the graves. Jesus' 
deliverance from death was a complete proof of 
God's power to raise the dead, but was just the first 
case of it. And since so much true testimony had 
been given of Christ's resurrection as to make it 
beyond denial, how could any expect to succeed in 
destroying the truth of a corning resurrection of 
other dead onesf 

10. How had the Athenians re~lved the new1 by Paul ot "re~urrectlon"1 
and what does be indicate re1r11rdln11 the brethren at Corinth on the 
subject! 

11 ''Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the 
dead [ones], how say some among you that there 
is no resurrection of the dead [ones] T But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead [ones], then is Christ 
not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God; because 
we have testified of God that he raised up Christ: 
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise 
not." (1 Cor. 15: 12-15) Is Paul a false witness of 
Jehovah God, or true T 

n Jesus Christ's resurrection from the dead is a 
proof of more than of his having kept integrity 
toward God unto the death and of having shown 
worthiness of life immortal as the Vindicator of 
Jehovah's name and Word. His being raised out of 
death is a guarantee of a resurrection to come of 
others who are dead in the tombs. It guarantees 
that man's terrible enemy death shall be destroyed, 
its companion, the grave, also being blotted out. 
Hence both resurrection facts are inseparably tied 
together, so that if the one is true, the other is also; 
if the one is denied, the other is also denied at the 
same time. To deny that Almighty God raised up 
Jesus from hell, the grave, would mean to deny 
his power to do so; but more: it would deny his 
purpose to raise other dead ones by Jesus Christ. 
"Because he hath appointed a day, in the which 
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead." (Acts 17: 31) So said Paul to the 
Athenian philosophers, and he was not a false wit­
ness of Jehovah God in so saying. 

11 "For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised: and if Christ be not raised, your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which 
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable." (1 Cor. 15: 16-19) The religionists 
of "Christendom" say that in this chapter of his 
epistle what the apostle Paul is proving is the im­
mortality of the human soul. The argument of the 
apostle is directly to the contrary, and he bases it on 
the Scriptural truth that the dead are out of exist­
ence and are dead souls, not immortal souls. In fact, 
in the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures which Paul used 
and quoted, the expression "dead body" is "dead 
soul" in the original text. (Num. 6: 6; 9: 6, 7; Hag. 
2: 13; Num. 19: 13; Lev. 21: 11) If a soul is dead, 
it is perished, unlesa there is a raising of the dead 
from the graves. If the sleeper never awakes, he 
never returns to consciousness and active life. Such 
!t~o l~u~~~!th":~e lu~r:i't~~~ection, what about Paul'• preachlna and 
12. Beside. the matter of Je11u1' lntearltl'~ of what turthu 11 Jeoua' 
resurrection a proof or cuarantee aa teatlhed to by Paul' 
13. What do relh:lonl•U claim that l Corinthians 111 prove. concerning 
the 1oul? and what does the chapter reall7 proTe conceruln; the dead 1 
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would be the destiny of those that have fallen asleep 
in Christ, if the dead rise not; and such could be 
only if Jesus himself was not raised from the dead. 
In that case, the Christian's faith would be unfounded 
and to no purpose. 

10 It is those who are left in their sins that perish; 
concerning which it is written: "The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. He that 
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God." (John 3: 35, 36, 18) "He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life." (1 John 5: 12) If Christ Jesus had not 
been raised, it would have been beeause he had not 
retained his integrity faultlessly toward God and 
had not proved acceptable as a ransom sarrifire for 
the cancellation of the sins of believers in Jehovah 
God and his provision. Hence all the dead being 
naturally sinners, there would be no means of remov­
ing the disability of sin from any of them. Further­
more, the followers of Christ would not be following 
a Redeemer, but would still be in inherited sin, not 
being washed from their sins in the blood of a 
Redeemer. All hope of future life would therefore 
be blasted. 

PERISHED OXES NOT RAISED 
15 In the above argument God's inspired witness 

is not denying that some or many of the <lead have 
perished and shall never have an awakening out of 
death. Paul does not argue contrary to Jes us' judg. 
ment words against the religious clergy that mali­
ciously caused his death on the tree despite Jes us' 
proofs of his ).f essiahship to them, namely: "\Vhere­
fore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are 
the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill 
ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, 
ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell [or, how should ye flee from the 
judgment of gehenna] '" (Matt. 23: 31-33, and Roth­
erham's translation) Concerning the wicked brood 
of "that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan", 
Jehovah God announced the destiny of destruction, 
saying to the Serpent in Eden: "And I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed [Christ Jes us] ; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." (Gen. 3: 15) 
Such judgment utterance foretold destruction under 
the heel of Christ Jesus for those becoming Satan's 
offspring as well as for Satan himself. Such ones 
14. Who 1n "eneral are the one• that perish? and what would a failure 
of Je•ua to be re11urrected have meant In that caae• 
l~. Who hllve perished. or wlll perish, without benellt of resurrection. 
accordlnir to the word• of Je11ua to rell1lon1au. and of God In Eden. 
and of the apoatle John 7 

tak~ in Cain, regarding whom the inspired scrip­
ture says: "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, 
and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him T 
Because his own works were evil, and his brother·s 
righteous." (1 John 3: 12) What, then, of Cain's 
father, Adam, who rebelled against the law of God 
and plunged the entire race into sin, death and bond­
age to the Devil T 

"Christ Jesus foretold that there would be goats 
at the end of the world, where we are now. He also 
foretold the eternal judgment to be rendered against 
them by himself as King and Judge, saying: "Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels: . . . And these shall 
go away into everlasting punishment: but the right· 
eous into life eternal." (Matt. 25: 41-4G) Certainly, 
then, all such on descending into death go down into 
destruction, as symbolized by "gehenna", and there­
fore perish, because there will be no resurrection for 
suchlike. 

u As to such wicked seed of the Serpent the 
inspired Jude said: "Woe unto them! for they have 
gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the 
error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the 
gainsaying of Core. These are spots in your feasts 
of charity, when they feast with you, feeding them­
selves without fear: clouds they are without water, 
carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame; wandering stnrs, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever." (Jude 11-13) Of 
the same class the apostle Peter wrote: "But these, 
as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and 
destroyed, speak evil of the things that they under­
stand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 
corruption; for if after they have escaped tlie pollu­
tions of the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter en<l is 
worse with them than the beginning."-2 Pet. 
2: 12, 20. 

11 Concerning the destiny of Judas his betrayer, 
Christ Jesus said in the hearing of his disciples: "One 
of you is a devil." "None of them is lost, but the 
son of perdition." (John 6: 70; 17: 12) The apostle 
Paul also spoke of the "man of sin" class as being 
in line for the same fate as Judas, saying: "Let 
no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall 
not come except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition." 
-2 Thess. 2: 3, 8, 12; see also Hebrews 6: 4-8; 
10: 25-31. 
16 What did Jesu• say In hil parat.le ~oncernlng tlle end of the world 
to show whether any will perish now? 
11. What did the apoatlee Jude nnd Peter say u to such wlc~ed •eed 
of the Serpent 1 
18. What did Jeau1 aay abowlu11: the destiny of Junas. and what ~la•• 
did the apoatle Paul nnme aa due to have the enme fate aa Judu? 
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19 Can it be Scripturally contended with success 
that all such wicked ones above described "are fallen 
asleep in Christ" on dying1 :Manifestly not. There­
fore in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 the apostle could 
not he speaking of those that have gone down into 
perdition, symbolized by "gehenna". What the apostle 
is pointing out is that, if Christ was not brought 
up from death, then the outcome to those that actu­
ally "are fallen asleep [with faith] in Christ" is as 
disastrous as that of the wicked ones who are in 
line for perdition or destruction. Of the more than 
five hundred brethren who were eyewitnesses at one 
time of Christ's being alive from the dead, "some 
are fallen asleep." 'Vhen the first martyr to suffer 
a violent death, Stephen, was dying, he said: ''Lord 
.Jesus, receive my spirit!" "An<l when he had said 
this, he fell asleep." (Acts 7: 59, 60) It is these sleep­
ing ones that the apostle Paul is here discussing. 
Reasonably, then. he concludes that if there be no 
resurrection out of death, then his dead brethren 
are perished, and he and his living brethren, who 
suffer the assaults of Satan and his demons, are "of 
all men most miserable". Be it observed that the 
apostle would not make such remark if he believed 
and if he was trying to prove that religious lie, 
namely, that 'the dead are more alive than ever, 
being immortal souls in a spiritual realm'. 

20 Paul assures us: "Yea. and all that will live godly 
in Christ .Jesus shall suffer persecution." (2 Tim. 
3: 12) But the faithful Christians, who endure the 
miserable time that Satan and his seed try to make 
for them and who endure it with blameless integrity 
toward God, have more than hope only in this life. 
They have hope of future life beyond the power of 
those demons to molest, not by reason of inherent 
immortality of soul, but by the power of God to 
raise them out of death. The certainty of this hope 
is proved by his raising his beloved and only begotten 
Son from the dead. 

21 Triumphantly, therefore, the apostle wrecks all 
denials and all false conclusions based on such 
denials by citing this eternal fact: "But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept." (1 Cor. 15: 20) Hence those that 
have fallen asleep in Christ are not perished, but 
at the coming of Christ Jesus to God's spiritual 
temple for judgment in 1918 the time of their awaken­
ing to be with him arrived. The fact that the nations 
are raging at present, because of their opposition to 
the reign of God's King, is no disproof of such 
resurrection, but rather the contrary: "We give thee 
thanks, 0 Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, 
19 Why could 1 Corinthians I:i not be speaking lnelu•lvely of those 
who go down inte perdluon? and what does the argument concernlni: 
those oleepin~ prove concern! og the eta te of the dend • 
2u \\'bat hope I.lo the faithful ones hnve !or whom the Devil and his 
seed try to make It miserable now• 
21. Due to wbnt eternal fact are the ones that are fallen Ulffp not 
perl•hetl, and why does the present anger of the n.aUoua not dlapron 
the nrrlval of the time of their resurrection 1 

and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee 
thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations 
were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time 
of the dead, that they should be judged, and that 
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy 
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them 
which destroy the earth. And the temple of God was 
opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple 
the ark of his testament." (Rev. 11: 17-19) Why the 
resurrection of those that slept in Christ has been 
invisible to human eyes, the apostle explains in later 
verses of his resurrection discussion. 

22 Paul's use of the expression "firstfruits of them 
that slept" is noteworthy. Christ Jesus once slept 
in death. He being the firstfruits, then those sleep­
ing in him must be the afterfruits of the "first resur­
rection" class and must become living fruit unto God 
by being brought out of the death-sleep. Hence the 
spirit of God caused the apostle to write further: 
"For since by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead." ( 1 Cor. 15: 21) The 
repeated word came being inserted by the Authorized 
Version Bible translators, The Emphatic Diaglott 
reads more accurately: "For since through a man, 
there is death, through a man, also, there is a resur­
rection of the dead." Verse 22 next adds: "For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive." 

23 Are those two verses to be taken to mean a 
resurrection or even an awakening out of death for 
all the dead T To interpret verses 21 and 22 that way 
would mean disregarding the Scriptures that prove 
that many at death have perished, because they have 
gone down into destruction from which no recovery 
is possible. Certainly the apostle Paul was not dis­
regarding such scripture texts, many of which he 
himself wrote. Under the divine inspiration he wonld 
not be guilty of contradicting himself. True it is that 
by Adam's sin death. passed upon all men descend­
ing from him, but not "second death", which is the 
death of destruction in gehenna. (Rev. 20: 14; 21: 8) 
Hence those having only the inheritance of death 
that was unavoidable through Adam would be 
redeemable or be in line for a resurrection out of 
death. Those whose inherited condemnation to death 
had been added to by willful wickedness that brings 
the divine judgment of destruction have more than 
an inheritance from the first man. They go to 
gehenna, and are not among 'all those that are in 
their graves' and who 'shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God and shall come forth' in the resurrection 
time.-J ohn 5: 28, 29. 

22. now la the f'rprenlon "the llrstfrult8 of thf'm that 81ept" to be 
understood 1 and bow are "death" nnd "rNDrrectlon of the dead" slinllar 
u to their bectnnlng or II rat lnatnnce 1 
23. Why may 1 Corinthians HI : 21, 22 not be nnderatood to mean an 
awn.l<euinc from dentb ot "LL the dead? 
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u "In Adam all die," by reason of death's passing 
from him onto all his offspring; but it is not true 
that all such eventually die with merely the con­
demnation they inherited from Adam resting upon 
them. The malicious, deliberately wicked and rebels 
against God die not merely as descendants of Adam 
the sinner, but also as the seed of the Serpent, the 
children of the wicked one Satan. Adam was not 
responsible for their dying as such workers of 
iniquity against God. Hence all such could not be 
included among all those who in Christ shall be 
made alive; for Christ's ransom sacrifice does not 
cover or cancel such sin of rebellious iniquity and 
willful wickedness. 

2 ~ It is evident, therefore, that the apostle's words 
at 1 Corinthians 15: 21, 22 are restricted in applica­
tion, and that he has in mind all those he was writ­
ing about, namely, all those "which are fallen asleep 
in Christ". (Verses 6, 18) Without question, these 
were affected by the death that came by the first 
man, and they all died in Adam, because by him sin 
entered into the 'vorld and death by sin, and all these 
inherited sin from him and so death and its con­
demnation naturally passed upon them. But as in 
Adam they died, so in Christ they shall all be made 
alive. They shall come forth from the graves "unto 
a resurrection of life", because of having done good 
in God's sight.-Rom. 5: 12; John 5: 2S, 29. 

ORDER OF RESURRI:CTIO:oi 

:G That the above is the correct presentation is 
made clear by the next verse: "But every man in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ's at his coming." ( 1 Cor. 15: 23) 
Rotherham's translation renders this same verse as 
follows: "But each in his own rank: a firstfruit 
Christ; after that they who are the Christ's in his 
presence." This states the resurrection order of 
Jesus and his church. He, as firstfruits, was fore­
shadowed by the barley-harvest firstfruits offered 
up by Israel's high priest on Nisan 16, Jesus' resur­
rection day, and he started off the resurrection. In 
accord with that it is written by Paul: "And he is 
the head of the body, the church: who is the begin­
ning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence." (Col. 1: 18) His 
was the beginning of the "first resurrection". Hence 
after him properly come those who share with him 
in the first resurrection. Who are they! "They who 
are the Christ's in his presence," that is, his second 
presence, which is unseen to the natural eye because 
it is in the spirit. They that are then Christ's are 
the members of his body, the church of which he is 

24. To wbnt extent la It true that "In Adam all die'"' and wh7 doee 
Christ'• sacrifice not co..-er sin In the case of oome that die? 
2:1. To whom. therefore. mu1t 1 Corinthians 1:1. 21. 22 appl7? and wbJ'? 
26. What lo the meaning of 1 Corinthians 15: 23, provlnc that th• 
above presentation la correct? 

the head. He is the One foretold as "the Seed of 
Abraham", in whom all the families and nations of 
the earth are to be blessed. (Gen. 12: 1-3; 22: 18) All 
his body-members, by being adopted as the spiritual 
sons of God, have been made a part with Christ 
Jesus as such "Seed of Abraham". 

11 This agrees with Paul's statement, at Galatians 
3: 27-29, to Christ's body-members: "For as many 
of you as ha\"e been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if 
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 
according to the promise." At 1 Corinthians 3: 23 
Paul says: "And ye are Christ's; and Christ 1s 
God's." 

29 The time of Christ's presence is "that day" of 
which tbe apostle speaks, till which day he expected 
to sleep in death. He looked forward to be awakened 
from death in that day and to receive the prize for 
his faithful Christian course. He expressed this hope 
to Timothy in these words: "For I am now ready 
to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing."-2 Tim. 4: 6-8. 

29 Christ's second and invisible presence as the 
King in glory began in A.D. 1914. There is now but 
a faithful remnant of his body remaining on the 
earth, to serve as Jehovah's witnesses in preaching 
the good news of the kingdom of God as having come 
and the destruction of all its enemies as being near. 
(Matt. 24: 14) Such remnant of body-members must 
finish their earthly course faithfully as Paul did, 
that they may experience their resurrection to be 
with their Lord and King. Then all such resurrected 
members of the entire body of Christ, the true 
church, will sit with the "King of kings" in his 
throne and shall reign with him.-Rev. 20: 4, 6. 

••However, none of the religious clergy and hier­
archy that have tried to run ahead of the Lord God 
and to reign visibly in glory and power on the earth 
as the spiritual overlords and advisers of the polit­
ical governments, none of such will have any seat 
in that heavenly Government. In this time of his 
second presence as the Rightful Ruler of a New 
World of righteousness, such would-be governors 
of the nations of the world show they are not 
Christ's. Their ambition to rule the earth instead 
27. How doee Galatlano 3: 27·29 prove who are "tbe1 that are Cbrlot'a 
at hi• comlnc'"' also 1 Corinthians 3: 23? 
28. Tiii what da7 did the apostle Paul expect to oleep lo death' and 
what did be then e:rpect? 
29. When did ouch pr .. ence of Christ be~n. and what Is the deatJn7 
of those o! Christ olive on earth during bis preaence? 
30. Wb:r will none of the rellgloua clergy and hlerucby 'reii;n with 
Cbrlat a tbouaand :reani•? 
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of Christ Jes us himself, and their religious support 
to an international organization to keep the old 
political rule of worldly men in control, prove that 
they are opposed to Christ Jesus and his kingdom 
rule. Their worldly-wise activities to build a better 
world that will last a thousand years by human power 
will not entitle them to 'live and reign with Christ 
a thousand years' in his heavenly kingdom. They 
do not take to heart his words to a governor of this 
world: "~Iy kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom ,,·ere of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 
now is my kingdom not from hence." (John 18: 36) 
Their friendship with the ruling powers of this world 
for the earthly advantages they get therefrom makes 
them the enemies of Jehovah God and his King: 
''Whosoever the ref ore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God."-J as. 4: 4. 

NEXT DJ ORDER 
31 Does the resurrection of the dead end with those 

that are n°''' Christ's as members of his body? The 
Scriptures say not, and his apostle so indicates in 
the next words: "Then [Rotherham's translation 
reads: Afterwards] cometh the end, when he shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father; when he shall ha•e put down all rule and all 
authority and power. For he must reign, till he hath 
put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death." (1 Cor. 15: 24-26) 
Certainly the destruction of death will not be accom­
plished until all those who are in the graves solely 
as the result of Adam's transgression in Eden have 
been brought forth as amenable to the benefits of 
Christ's ransom sacrifice and as susceptible to right­
eousness. That will open up to them the way to ever­
lasting life, if they will walk the rem. The apostle's 
words are clear-cut, that it is under the reign of 
Christ that the death which is by Adam is to be 
destroyed completely. 

32 The coming of Christ Jesus into the Kingdom as 
the One whose right it is to rule marks the beginning 
of his "presence". It is as King and Judge that he 
turns his face and attention to this earth and to the 
establishment of righteousness therein by the clear­
ing out of the wicked. Thus he becomes present. His 
reign extends to the earth, upon which earth the 
Gentile go•ernments have been subject, not to 
the will of Jehovah God, but to the "god of this 
world", Satan the Devil. Christ's presence will con­
tinue until death's destruction. When during his 
presence comes "Afterwards the end" 1 ( 1 Cor. 15: 24, 
Rotherham) The apostle Paul does not state specif-

31 How do the npostle'a next words, at 1 Corintblnns 15: 24·26, abow 
that the resurrection doea not end ,..Ith those who are members ot 
Chrl•t's body? 
32. Why and bow doea Christ become "present" 1 and when during bl• 
presence npplles the expression "Afterwards tbe end"? 

ically whether it is the end of this world or the end of 
the thousand-year reign of Christ. However, the spec­
ification that "as a last enemy death is to be de­
stroyed" would fix the end meant as the termination 
of Christ's millennial rule.-Verse 26, Rotherham. 

as It will not take Christ Jesus the entire period 
of ten centuries to "put down all rule and all author­
ity and power", or, to ''bring to nought all rule and 
all authority and power" (Roth.), neither to show 
his power over death. When the end of this world, 
that is, the end of Satan's uninterrupted rule, came, 
in A.D. 1914, then the coming of God's Anointed One 
into the Kingdom of the New World took place. 
Without delay the King of righteousness proceeded 
to oust the host of wickedness, Satan and his demons, 
from their heavenly position. In the fight that ensued, 
Christ Jesus and his holy angels came off victorious. 
The "god of this world" and his wicked angels were 
forced down to the earth and there kept in custody, 
pending the final fight between Christ and all of 
Satan's organized forces at Armageddon. The faith­
ful members of Christ's body that slept in death 
were not yet resurrected, and hence had no part in 
that "war in heaven". (Rev. 12: 1-12) Their awaken­
ing out of the sleep of death awaited his coming to 
the temple of God for judgment of the "house of 
God". By the abasement of Satan and his spiritual 
hosts to the earth's vicinity they were -put under the 
feet of God's enthroned King, now ruling amidst his 
enemies, but were not destroyed. 

at After defeat and debasement, Satan was insanely 
mad and proceeded to organize, prepare and train 
"all rule, and all authority and power" under him for 
the final war, the battle of Armageddon. He ha~ used 
these to-persecute and make war against the remnant 
of the members of Christ's body yet living on earth, 
because these are representatives of God's unfrersal 
organization, his "woman", symbolically speaking. 
(Rev. 12: 13-17) After Christ the King comes and 
appears at the temple in 1918, the nations under 
Satan are judged according to their attitude toward 
Jehovah's King and his rulership of the earth. The 
proclamation of his reign is made by the faithful 
remnant unto all the nations, and thereby Christ 
Jesus the King at the temple is presented to all the 
nations of the world as the Rightful Ruler, to whom 
all other rule, authority and power must ho\\·. 

ss The nations have refused to accept the Kingdom 
message proclaimed by the remnant of Jehovah's 
witnesses. Under the influence of Satan's demons 
they have chosen for their ''king" worldly politics 
under the "god of this world". Their unfavorable 
33. Why doeto It not r~ulre the mU!ennlum to "put down all rule and 
nil nutborlty and power '? and when does Christ •how his power over 
ileath as rei,-nrd1 his bodY·membera? 
34. What does the ousted Satan proceed to do reoptttlng "nil rule 
and all authority and pow.,r" under him? and upon what basi1 hn' e 
the nations been judged since 1918? 
::o~~e ~~a:'o~~!hf:fduct of tbe nations ba• the battle ol Armnged•lon 
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decision and their continued opposition to the rule 
of Christ and the preaching of his remnant on earth 
do not, however, unseat the reigning rightful King. 
He continues to rule in the midst of his foes. The 
battle of Armageddon, "the battle of that great day 
of God Almighty," becomes unavoidable, to remove 
all such opponents, who refuse to bow willingly. 

11 By unsurpassed violence in that conflict, J eho­
vah God, through his King, will destroy Satan and 
all his demonic and human 'rule, authority and 
power'. It is then that Christ's thousand-year reign 
as King unopposed begins. By the binding of Satan 
before the millennial reign begins Christ accom­
plishes to "put down", "bring to nought," or abrogate 
all opposing rule, authority and power. He crushes 
them all out of existence under his feet. ( Ps. 110: 1, 2) 
Such accomplishment marks the final end of Satan's 
world or organization. That final end draws near, as 
Jehovah's witnesses hasten onward to finish the 
'preaching of this gospel of the kingdom in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations'.-:hlatt. 24: 14. 

FINAL FOE 
31 All the powers under Satan the Devil have been 

the enemies of righteous men, from Abel on down 
to the present. Nevertheless, with the destruction of 
such powers at Armageddon not all of man's enemies 
will have been wiped out. A last enemy remains, and 
that is death itself. the death concerning which 
Adam's descendants had no choice, but which death 
was thrust upon them by that man's transgression 
in Eden. The religionists should observe that the 
apostle Paul calls such death an enemy, and not 'a 
friend that acts as a doorkeeper to open the way 
into !if e immortal in a higher, spiritual realm'. Christ 
Jes us was never subject to such death as is by Adam. 
His death was by self-sacrifice, according to the will 
of Jehovah God, and he permitted his enemies to put 
him to a violent death. His resurrection was not 
his own personal triumph over death, but that of 
Jehovah God, whose power raised his Son to life, 
breaking the bonds of the enemy death. It is when 
Christ Jesus reigns that he himself shows his power 
over death, to abolish it. Those whom he raised to 
life when he was on earth did not stay alive. 

38 Less than a century after his resurrection he 
appeared to the apostle John in a vision and said: 
"I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death." (Rev. 1: 18) His own resurrection 
to life from the dead was a sure guarantee that the 
death traceable to Adam's disobedience and affecting 
3G. How and when are all such 'rule, aathorltJ and PQ'll'er' brou1bt to 
noui;bt? and what do Jehovah'• wltoetiea do 111eanwhlle? 
37. 1a) Thereafter what enem:r, If an:r, remains? Cb) What kind of 
deAtb wa1 that which Christ Jesu1 experienced, and when dOetl be 
per1onall:r 1how hl1 power to abolleb death? 
38. What .did the resurrected J~u• aa:r u to his power onr death? 
and why wu the abolition of death certain thereafter? 

all Adam's off spring would be banished. Therefore 
it was written, at 2 Timothy 1: 10: "But (grace] is 
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel." 

11 After his coming to the temple, which wns in 
1918, Christ Jesus begins the active abolition of 
death and hell. It is now under way. HowT By the 
raising of his faithful body-members, who were 
sleeping in death up till his temple appearance. Con­
cerning this he said: "And this is the Father's will 
which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given 
me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again 
at the last dav. And this is the will of him that sent 
me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, may have everlasting !if e: and I will raise 
him up at the last day."-John 6: 39, 40. 

'
0 'Vhen the last of the faithful remnant will have 

finished his earthly service and Christ Jesus will 
have raised him instantaneously from the dead to 
reign with him, then the enemy death will have been 
completely abolished, put down, rendered powerless 
and destroyed as far as the members of the body of 
Christ are concerned. "He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He 
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death." (Rev. 2: 11; 1 Cor. 15: 54-57) This special 
demonstration of power over the enemy death does 
not wait till the thousand-year reign of Christ is 
finished, because his 144,000 body-members are 
appointed to 'live and rPign with Christ a thousand 
years', while Satan is bound. (Rev. 20: 4, 6) Thereby 
they share with him in the "first resurrection", and 
it is unto life immortal beyond the power of the 
"second death". 

0 Hope of life from the dead is not for only those 
who are Christ's as members of his body, the church. 
Jesus fore told of his judgeship to come, and added: 
"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that ha\'e done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation (judgment]." 
(John 5: 28, 29) Other men besides Christ's bocly­
members are accounted in God's sight as having 
done good in this life. Such ones are his approved 
faithful servants of old, such as John the Baptist, 
the last, and Abel, the first. They, having died before 
the calling to the heavenly kingdom was opened up 
to Jesus' followers, do not attain to the "first resur­
rection", but are promised a "better resurrection", 
~Is the ab<11ltloo of death and bell now under war, and bow 
did Christ .1 esua foretell It ? 
40. When I• death e<1mpletel:r 11.boliebed u far aa concern• bl• body· 
members, and why then• 
u. What must take place 8.1 respeeta thoae "that are lo tile i:rovea"? 
and when doea abollUoo of death over the f:Utllful men o! <1ld ta.ke 
place, and how? 
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that is, hetter than that of the other human dead in 
the graves. They shall have a "resurrection unto life''. 
At the beginning of Christ's thousand-year rule they 
will be his visible representatives upon the earth, 
"princes in all the earth." Thus, neither as respects 
them does the abolition of death wait till the expira­
tion of his reign.-Heb. ll: 1-40; Ps. 45: 16. 

0 Persons of good-will, who now give proof of 
such good-will toward Jehovah God and his reigning 
King by consecrating themselves to God and serving 
as witnesses to his King and kingdom, are in subjec­
tion to death, having inherited such from Adam. 
Now these may demonstrate their integrity toward 
God amid the present wickedness and the opposition 
of the old world to Jelwvah and his purpose. By this 
they show their worthiness of everlasting life through 
Christ Jesus. A great number of these "other sheep" 
of the Lord will never go down into the tomb, for 
Almighty God will preserve a great multitude of 
this class through the destruction of the old world at 
Armageddon. They will then be adopted as children 
o~ the reigning King, "the Everlasting Father," and 
will never die off the earth, because inheriting ever­
lasting life from him, by the gift of the right to 
eternal life.-J ohn 8: 51; 11: 26; Zeph. 2: 3; Isa. 
9: G, i. 

.. \Yhat a glorious outlook, that Christ Jesus must 
reign till he has put all enemies, including death, 
under his feet! Consequently, the coming forth of 
the rest of the dead, those that have "done evil", 
unto a resurrection of judgment, must take place 
before the end of his thousand-year reign. Those who 
are already in gehenna are not among the ones that 
will come for th to a resurrection, for they are 
perished for ever. Those 'vho are in the gra\'es, who 
arc in God's memory, as covered hy the propitiatory 
power of Jesus' sacrifice, will then come forth. (Rev. 
~O: 11-13) If under the judgment they turn their 
l1acks on the evil they formerly practiced and now 
turn to righteousness of serving Jehovah's King; 
and if they steadfastly persevere in righteousness 
and <leYotion to God, even though Satan the Devil 
he loosed at the end of the thousand years for 
a test of their integrity, then they shall enter into 
life eternal on a paradise earth. In such manner will 
be fulfilled the prophecy: "The rest of the dead lived 
not again until the thousand years were finished." 
It is because they have to pass successfully the judg­
ment test of Satan's loosing before inheriting the 
right to life, eternal life in human perfection under 
God's kingdom.-Rev. 20: 5, 7-10. 

"Then Christ Jesus will have reigned until he has 

42 ~hat opportunity aa against dMth Is now open to the Lord'• 
••other sheep' . And upon whut cond1tlons? 
43 Wllo are the '"re•t of the dead'", "·hen must the-.. come forth, 
11 n<I "Jien do they 'lh e ngaln' ? 
14 When wlll the last enemy be destroyed and there be "no more 
death", and l\hy? 

pht down and destroyed man's last enemy, death, 
and its close attendant, hell or the grave. Destruction, 
in gehenna, with Satan and all his organization, will 
be the fate of all those who fail to be steadfast in 
righteousness and fail to keep their blamelessness 
during his brief loosing. (Rev. 20: 11-13) That wicked 
rebel against Jehovah's universal domination was 
responsible for the death that came upon all men 
through Adam. (John 8: 44) "And there shall be 
no more death," at the end of the thousand years, 
because all survivors of the final test arising from 
what Satan does during his short release, will be 
counted worthy to attain the New World of right­
eousness, which is everlasting. They will be gra­
ciously favored with the blessed gift of the right to 
everlasting life from God through his King. 

" Then, with all the wicked destroyed from all the 
universe, Jehovah God will reign as "King of Eter­
nity" over all that live, including his kingly repre­
sentative, Christ Jesus. This is the !:'ense of the 
apostle's words: "For he [Jehovah] hath put all 
things under his [Jesus'] feet. But when he saith all 
things are put under him, it is manifest that he is 
excepted, which did put all things under him. And 
when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall 
the Son also himself be subject unto him [Jehovah] 
that put all things under him, that God muy be all 
in all." (1 Cor. 15: 27, 28) God's purpose to put all 
things under Christ's feet was foretold at Psalm S, 
and the apostle in explaining the Psalm says: "For 
not unto messengers hath he subjected the coming 
habitable earth of which we are speaking. [Roth.] 
... But we see Jesus," as the Son of man to whom 
God puts all things in subjection. (Heb. 2: 5-9) The 
~lost High God has put the coming paradise earth 
into subjection to Christ Jesus the King as his place 
of dominion, in the New World. 

·~Joyfully we look forward to when Christ Jesus, 
by Jehovah's authority and invincible power, will 
have destroyed all enemies, including death and its 
sister, the grave. Then, having accomplished tlw 
divine purpose, Christ the King will turn over tlie 
paradise earth and its perfected righteous inhab­
itants to the Supreme One, Jehovah God. Thereby 
the earthly realm will become once again wholly a 
part of the universal organization of the Most High 
God. Humbly Christ will claim no independent sov­
ereignty of his own. Having gloriously succeeded 
in his kingdom over the earth and fulfilled God's will 
toward it, he will gladly submit himself in absolute 
allegiance and obedience to Jehovah God, to enter 
in upon the further work God has in readiness for 
him and his glorified body-members, the church. 

4a. Who puta all things under Chrl.at Jesu1, and when does he reign 
u "King of Eternity" over all that live• 
46. Wheo w!ll Christ Jesue 'de!lver up the kingdom to God. neo the 
Fatber'. and be subject unto Him? and bow? 



TO RICHES THROUGH POVERTY 

A LTHOUGH God could not set aside his judgment 
against Adam and Eve and the effect of such judg­
ment upon their descendants, yet God could and 

did provide in His law for the accepting of a ransom for 
everything that had been lost to their descendants and 
thereby relieve all believing men of the disability under 
which all find themselves. The unselfish provision made by 
the Lord God for humankind, therefore, was that a life 
might be given for a life, that is, a perfect sinless life 
be given as a corresponding price for the perfect life that 
Adam had forfeited for all his offspring. (Deut. 19: 21) 
The sinless life that is accepted in that behalf must be a 
perfect human life. It could be nothing more, and certainly 
nothing less, in order to meet the requirements of God's 
law. All the human race being the offspring of Adam the 
sinner, it is entirely impossible for any of Adam's offspring 
to become the ransomer or redeemer of his fellow human­
kind. Ransom, as used by the apostle at 1 Timothy 2: 6, 
means an exact corresponding price, that is, the price of 
exactly the same value as the law requires for that which 
has been lost and which is to be redeemed. 

It was the perfect man Adam that sinned. God's law 
required the forfeit of Adam's life in death. The judgment 
of God took away from Adam his right to live, and he 
died, and his children were born without either perfect 
life or the right thereto. Nothing could become a ransom 
of such life right save a perfect human creature, possessing 
life on earth and the right to that life. The one who 
becomes the redeemer or ransomer of Adam's offspring 
must stand exactly in the same position as occupied by 
Adam prior to sinning and at the time he was perfect when 
in Eden and before he had taken any wrongful steps 
whatever in the commission of sin. The one who would take 
the place of ransomer and suffer death in order to provide 
redemption must be a perfect human creature. If he were 
part spirit and part human, that would not be a price 
exactly corresponding to the perfect man Adam. In no 
creature was there the power to make this provision for 
redemption. Only God could provide such a ransomer or 
redeemer, and the Scriptures show he has provided for 
redemption. In doing this Jehovah God was moved entirely 
by unselfishness. 

The spirit creature, the Logos or Word of Jehovah God, 
was exceedingly rich in heaven, because he was next to 
Jehovah and was His active agent in the creation of all 
other things. Consequently he enjoyed the fullness of 
riches of all creation. In order for him to become the 
redeemer of humankind he must become a man. Hence he 
must lay aside all of such riches and glory as he possessed 
and enjoyed in heaven and become just a man. In harmony 
with this it is expressly written that Jesus "was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, ... 
that he, by the grace of God, should taste death for every 
man". (Heb. 2: 9) This proves that Jesus on the earth 
was not part spirit nor wholly spirit creature, like the 
angels, but was made human and lower than the angels, 
and made thus in order that he might become the redeemer 
or ransomer of humankind by taking the place as the 
sin-bearer and suffering death as a sinner. Laying aside 
his heavenly riches and glory, therefore, he became poor. 

How was it that the Word or Logos, now called "Jesus"', 
was made a man T His father or life-giver was not a human 
creature, the descendant of Adam. Had he been the son 
of Adam, then he could not have been born a perfect man. 
The Scriptures point out that Joseph and 'Mary were 
espoused and before their marriage was consummated, that 
is, before there was intercourse between them, Mary "wns 
found [to be] with child of the holy spirit". That means 
that God's invisible power, his spirit, had caused Mary to 
conceive in her womb a babe. Stated in other phrase, 
Jehovah God had exercised his power, and in the womb 
of :Mary was a child before she was united with Joseph. 
The angel of God then transmitted to J oscph this message, 
to wit: "Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to ta.kc unto 
thee Mary thy wife : ..for that which is conceived in her 
is of the holy spirit. And she shall bring forth a son; and 
thou shalt call his name JESUS; for it is he that shall save 
his people from their sins. Now all this is come to pass, 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying, Behold, the virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall 
call his name Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, God 
with us."-Matt. 1: 20-23, Ant. Stan. Ver. 

In due time Mary gave birth to the child which she had 
conceived by reason of the miraculous power exercised by 
the great Creator. When the child was born God begat him, 
which means that He acknowledged the child as his Son 
and called his name Jesus. His name means he was born 
to be the Savior of the people believing on him. At the 
moment of the birth of Jesus a message of greatest im­
portance to humankind was announced by God's angels, 
which were sent from heaven. "And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon [the shepherds], and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord .... Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." 

Thus into the world came the perfect child named "Jesus". 
"And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him." (Luke 
2: 40) Under God's law a man was required to be thirty 
years of age in order to qualify finally as a priest or servant 
in God's organization among the Jews. Jesus grew to man­
hood's estate, and now he was ready and qualified to carry 
out the purpose of his Father, Jehovah God. Ile met John 
the Baptist at the river Jordan, and there John, at the 
request of Jesus, baptized him in the river This was done 
as an outward testimony that Jesus had agreed to do his 
Father's will, whatsoever that should be. "And Jesus, when 
he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the spirit of God descending hkc a dove, and lighting upon 
him: and, lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." (Matt. 3: 16, 17) 
In this manner Jehovah acknowledged or begat Jesus Christ 
as his Beloved One sent to earth to accomplish his purpose. 
For three and one-half years thereafter the man Jesus was 
put to the most severe test, and under such test at all 

108 



APRIL 1, 1944 Slie WATCHTOWER 109 

times proved his loyalty and faithfulness to God and main­
tained his integrity toward his Father. 

Why was Jesus on earth 1 The primary reason, as given 
by the Scriptures, is that he might vindicate the name of 
Jehovah God; and the secondary reason is that he might 
redeem humankind and thus afford an opportunity to man 
to live. Such redemption was necessary because the imper­
fect man Adam, under the sentence of death, could not 
transmit to his offspring the right to live. Since all human­
kind are the offspring of Adam, all were brought into the 
world without the right to live. In a few words it is stated 
in the Scriptures, at Romans 5: 12: "By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." 

By inheritance all human creatures are sinners, and for 
that reason are not directly responsible for their imperfec­
tions. They are born in sin and in lawlessness because of 
conditions over which the offspring have no control. Said 
one such: "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me." (Ps. 51: 5) The removal of 
that disability from the human race could be accomplished 
only by the perfect man Jesus in dying seemingly a sinner, 
but in reality as a sin-bearer, and thereby providing 
the ransom or redemptive price for mankind. The man Jesus 
was a perfect man and in every way exactly corresponded 
with the perfect man Adam before he sinned. Jesus pos­
sessed life as a human creature, and also the right to life, 
because at all times the obedient ones in harmony with God 
have the right from God to live. The perfect man Jesus 
possessed all the necessary qualifications to become the 
redeemer of humankind. The redempti\·e price must be 
provided first, and the vindication of Jehovah's name must 
follow thereafter. 

Almighty God could not consistently compel a perfect 
man to die in the place of one that had sinned, but he 
could make it possible for a perfect man to willingly die 
in harmony with his Father's will for the offspring of 
such sinner. It was the will of God that men should have 
an opportunity to live, and the Lord Jesus was fully com­
mitted to do God's will. Hence he \"oluntarily submitted 
himself to the will of God in order that he might become 
the Redeemer. God's provision or law was stated in this 
manner: "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. 
6: 23) That law of God meant that he who willingly sins 
must die and that there is no escape from death and no 
hope for subsequent life unless Jehovah makes it possible 
for man to live. Life is the gift from God, and he has 
made provision to give life to obedient men through Jesus. 

Life and the right to live, only God can give. For this 
reason it is written that 'life is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ'. Before this gift is even offered, however, the 
disability of the one to whom the gift is made must be 
removed; and that disability could be removed only by the 
life of the perfect man Jesus, whose life was given in 
sacrifice and is applied as the ransom for sinful man. For 
this reason Jesus said: "The Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many." (Matt. 20: 28) The first coming of 
Jesus was not that he might receive something for himself, 
but that he might minister to others and might give his 

ltfe as a means of salvation for as many of mankind as 
would comply with the requirements of God's Law after 
having received a lmowledge thereof. 

The perfect man Jesus must die, not because of wrong­
doing on his part nor by compulsion, but voluntarily in 
obedience to the law of his Father. It was the delight of 
Jesus to do the will of his Father, and he so expressed it. 
(Ps. 40: 8) That Jesus was not compelled to die, but did 
so willingly and in harmony with his Father's will, note 
his own words: "Therefore doth my Father love me, because 
I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I ha>e 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I received of my Father." 

These words of Jesus clearly prove he was at unity or 
in full accord with his Father and, whatsoever was the will 
of his Father, that Jesus delighted to do. In heaven Jesus 
was very rich. Leaving the heavenly courts to become a 
human creature Jesus became poor, as compared with what 
he had as a spirit. As a man on earth Jesus was rich. He 
was the only man ever on earth, aside from Adam, that was 
perfect. One of the titles by which he was known, and is 
since known, is "The Son of the man" (according to the 
Greek manuscript). This means that, because he was the 
only perfect man, he became the rightful owner and 
possessor of everything that Adam once had and lost. Adam 
had become a pauper by reason of his sin, and now Jesus 
must become poor voluntarily. To become the redeemer of 
sinful humans Jesus necessarily must divest himself of every 
right and possession. In support of that truth it is written: 
"Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head." (Luke 9: 58) This does not mean that Jesus 
could find no place to rest his body, but it does mean that, 
having come as the Redeemer, he must lay aside claim to 
everything. Therefore he gives the comparison between 
himself and the foxes and the birds. He must become 
entirely poor, divested of all riches. 

And why did Jesus become poorT So far as the answer 
relates to man, he became poor "for your sakes ... that 
ye through his poverty might be rich", to quote from 
2 Corinthians 8: 9. Otherwise stated, Jesus, by fully 
complying with the will of God, qualified to become the 
Savior of humankind and to become God's instrument by 
and through which life can be given to the obedient ones of 
humankind. For this reason Jesus said: "I run come that 
they might have life."-John 10: 10. 

Aside from the provision Jehovah made and the redemp­
tive work performed by Christ Jesus, there is no possibility 
for any human creature to ever have life. ''Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved," than 
the name of Jesus. (Acts 4: 12) Only those who have full 
faith and confidence in the shed blood of Jesus as the 
redemptive price for man can obtain life everlasting. For 
the obedient ones God has provided the means of granting 
life and forever sustaining that life. This provision God 
long ago foreshadowed by his dealing with the children of 
Israel in the days of Moses, when that prophet raised up 
the serpent in the wilderness in order that those looking 
upon that brazen representation of the Sin-bearer might 
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be healed from the deadly bite of the fiery serpents which 
had assaulted them. (Num. 21: 4-9; John 3: 14, 15) Look­
ing upon that symbol pictured faith in Christ Jesus. 

That the death of Jesus results beneficially only to those 
who exercise faith and obey the Lord is further supported 
by the words of Jesus, spoken with authority from on high, 
to wit: "I am come a light into the world, that whosoever 
bclieveth on me should not abide in darkness. He that 
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; 
but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, 
what I should say, and what I should speak. And I know 
that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I 
speak therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I 
speak." (John 12: 46, 48-50) God does not compel anyone 

to avail himself of the benefit of the ransom sacrifice of 
Christ Jesus. Life is "the gift of God", and a gift is 

received only by the one who first learns about it and 
then accepts it. Those accepting it become rich. 

It was the man Jesus who became poor as a man and 
died in ignominy. It was he whom Jehovah God raised 
out of death, a creature divine, and who is "alive for 
evermore", and to whom Jehovah has committed boundless 
riches. ''Who, though being in God's form, yet did not 
meditate a usurpation to be like God, but divested himself, 
taking a bondman's form, having been made in the likeness 
of men; and being' in condition as a man, he humblc<l 
himself, becoming obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. And therefore God supremely exalted him, and 
freely granted to him that name which is above eYery 
nnme."-Phil. 2: 6-11, Emphatic Diaglott. 

DEBORAH, PICTORIAL PROPHETESS 

J
UDG'~IENT begins at the house of God. With the coming 
of Christ Jesus to the temple in 1918 the visible part 
of Jehovah's organization underwent a searching exami­

nation. All was not well. :Mixed in with the faithful-hearted 
ones were many pretenders, religionists, in fact, who had 
no real zeal for the Lord but were devoted to religious 
formalisms and practices. Their leaven (religion) tamted 
the entire visible organization, and Jehovah's Judge at the 
temple viewed the organization as unclean. (Matt. 16: 6, 12; 
Gal. 5: 9) This unsatisfactory condition within God's repre­
sentatives on earth during World War I was prefibrured 
centuries before by a state of affairs existing in the nation 
of Israel at one time. In due order the counterfeit Chris­
tians were east out from God's flock following 1918, and 
the religious spots washed from the faithful ones who 
remained. This deansing, too, was prefigured by events 
occurring at the time of Israel's history alluded to above. 
The drama centers around the prophetess Deborah. 

Frequently the Scriptures use women to represent organ­
izations. In Genesis 3: 15 and Revelation chapter twelve 
a woman is used as symbolical of God's organization, 
whereas at Revelation chapter se\·enteen an unclean woman 
is used as a figure of Satan's organization. Deborah was 
raised up as a prophetess at a time of crisis in Israel. The 
Israelites had not held fast to the true worship of Jehovah 
God as he had ordained through his laws and ordinances, 
but they had turned aside to the religious practices of the 
heathen round about. They were in an unclean condition, 
had lost Jehovah's favor and protection, and, as a result, 
were sorely oppressed by Jabm, king of Canaan. (Judg. 
4: 1-3) "And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, 
she judged Israel at that time." (Judg. 4: 4) In fulfillmg 
these duties of office Deborah was used as a picture of 
Jehovah's organization. 

The record discloses that Deborah (her name significantly 
means ''bee") was married to Lapidoth. Mention of him 
is made to show that she was no widow, forsaken or aban­
doned,. that she was not a sorrowing woman. "Lapidoth" 
means "lamps, torches, or light"; hence he well pictures 
Jehovah God, "the Father of lights," and who is the 
Husband of His "woman" or organization. Concerning 
God's organization it is written: "Thou shalt forget the 

shame of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach 
of thy widowhood any more. For thy ?\laker is thme 
husband; the LoRo of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer 
the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall 
he be called." (Isa. 54:4, 5; Jas. 1: 17) Christ Jesus and 
his church, the Lamb's wife, are a part of that organization, 
they being the capital thereof. Through His organization 
Zion Jehovah judges his people on earth. In the an('ient 
drama he used the prophetic character Deborah to judge 
his people Israel. 

"And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah bet"·een 
Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and the children 
of Israel came up to her for judgment." (Jud~. 4: 5 J The 
physical surroundings of the place where Deborah sat m 
judgment are significant. Palm branches are associated 
with Jehovah's worship and praise. (Lev. 23: 39-43, :-Jeh. 
8: 15; John 12: 12-15; Rev. 7:9, 10) In Solomon's temple 
figures of palm trees were carved on the doors lcadmg 
into the most holy where the mercy scat was located. 
( 1 Ki. 6: 16, 29-35) The palm is a symbol of rig-h tcousnes'> 
and uprightness. (Ps. 92: 12; Jer. 10: 5) It is even used 
pictorially as the church of Christ, who, with him, consti­
tutes the capital organization. {S. of S. 7: 7, 8) Hence 
Deborah's identification with the palm tree argues that the 
divine judgment coming through her was of a righteous 
standard. She dwelt in the hill country of Mount Ephraim 
between Bethel and Ramah, and was probably of the tribe 
of Ephraim. "Ramah" means "the height"; "Bethel," the 
"house of God"; and "Ephraim", "doubly fruitful." Thus 
it is seen that the names associated with Deborah's judg­
ment-place have important meanings, and md1cate her 
closeness to Jehovah's worship and purposes and or~ani­
zation. To these heights the Israelites confidently went up 
to Deborah for God's judgment. 

She declared the divine judgments fearlessly. "She sent 
and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedesh­
naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Loao God of 
Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount 
Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children 
of Naphtali and of tbe children of Zebulun T And I will 
draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, tbe captam of 
Jabin's army, with his chariots and his multitude; and I 
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will deliver him into thine hand." (Judg. 4: 6, 7) Remember 
that Deborah and the Israelites were enslaved, surrounded 
by oppressors; yet here God's prophetess was boldly advo­
cating rebellion. Sedition! the heathen dictators would 
cry. But "hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded" T 
That was final with Deborah. She sent her messenger to 
Barak northward forty-fi\·e miles into the territory of the 
tribe of Naphtali and right up close to the Canaanite city 
of Hazor, the royal residence of King Jabin. No fear of 
the enemy was shown; no concern as to whether he would 
be offended wns manifested. Without fear of man she per­
formed her duty unto God. How like Jehovah's organization 
today that pushes the battle to the very gates of the enemy! 
-Isa. 28: 6. 

In answer to Barak's request that she accompany the 
fighting forces into the field of battle Deborah responded, 
"I will surely go with thee." (Judg. 4: 8, 9) At this point 
in the drama Barak pictured the remnant of God's wit­
nesses yet on earth, and who are busily engaged in the 
warfare of Bible truths against relig10us lies. Deborah's 
assurance of standing firm with Barak and supporting him 
in the battle is prophetic of Jehovah's promise that His 
organization backs up the faithful servants on earth during 
the perilous times of these last clays. Deborah rose and went 
up to Kedesh, the city of refuge, and thence to the heights 
of l\lount Tabor with the Israelite army of ten thousand. 
She did not stay home and rest under her palm tree; but 
into the field and into action she went. Deborah became 
us busy as a bee. Likewise the visible and invisible organi­
zation of Jehovah goes into active service. His witnesses 
on earth are directed by his spirit and protected by the 
angels as they engage in the witness work. 

Next, the fight! True to the divme promise, Jehovah 
drew to the battleground the fully mustered strength of 
Jabin's forces under Captain Sisera. At the due time Jeho­
vah gave the signal for the battle to start, and this through 
his prophetess: "Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this 
is the day in which the LORD hath delivered Sisera into 
thine hand: is not the LORD gone out before theeY So Barak 
went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after 
him. And the LORD discomfited Sisera." (Judg. 4: 14, 15) 
The elements and the invisible forces of the Almighty God 
worked for the greatly outnum bercd band of Israelites, 
and overwhelming defeat was the lot of the Canaanite 
armies. In this fight Barak pictured Christ Jesus, Deborah 
foreshadowed God's organization, particularly the holy 
angels that follow Christ Jesus in Armageddon's fight, and 
the ten thousand Israelites prefigured the complete number 
of the remnant of witnesses on earth. All these forces work 
in close harmony and unity of act10n in holy warfare. 

What has been stated up to now shows the activity and 
zeal of Deborah, and pointed to the cleansed and approved 
condition of the earthly part of Jehovah's organization. 
The question arises, What about the unsatisfactory condi­
tion within these forces at the time of World War I, and 
which uncleanness was prefigured in the days of Deborah T 
This part of the drama unfolds m the composing and sing­
ing by Deborah and Barak of the victory song, recorded 
in Judges chapter five. After praising the Lord for the 
deliverance wrought and commending those fighters who 
willingly offered themselves in Theocratic service, the song 

depicts the conditions just prior to the Israelite uprising. 
Apparently Deborah caught up the theme of the e:rnltant 
victory song at this point, singing, "In the days of Jacl, 
the highways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked 
through byways. The rulers ceased in Israel, they ceased, 
until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel. 
They chose new gods; then was war in the gates."-Judg. 
5 : 6-8, Am. Stan. Ver. 

Through fear of men the earthly band oi witnesses, as 
an organization, did not walk the highway of pure worship, 
but took side roads and roundabout paths. In the ancient 
type the leaders among the Israelites failed to faithfully 
represent God because of fear of the enemy, and this condi­
tion continued "until that I Deborah arose ... a mother 
in Israel". In the fulfillment it was not until Christ Jesus 
came to the temple for judgment and built up the capital 
oraanization Zion that the earthly remnant were cleansed 
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of the religious spots on their garments. Then, JUst as 
Deborah judged the Israelites, the spiritual Israelites were 
judged and purged through the temple organization. Jeho­
vah's heavenly organization or "woman'', being his wife, 
so to speak, is properly called the mother of God's earthly 
children, Jehovah's witnesses. (Gal. 4: 26) Hence in 
rounding out in completeness the picture Deborah 1s 
referred to as "a mother in Israel". Not that she was called 
"Mother" by the Israelites; she did not arrogate to herself 
any flattering religious titles, such as ''Mother Superior"'. 
(Job 32: 21) She was merely prophetic of God's organiza­
tion, the mother of spiritual Israel. 

"New gods" were in vogue prior to Deborah's rise. During 
the World War period there was much idolizing of indi­
viduals, many through character development made idols 
of themselves; consecrated ones consulted a pile of stone, 
the pyramid of Gizeh; they stood in awe of political rulers 
of the state as the "higher powers" to which every Chris­
tian should be subject. There was confusion and strife 
within; in other words, 'war within the gates.' In effect, 
these things were permitted to enter in as "gods" and 
encroach on ground belonging to Jehovah and Christ Jesu<; 
But all these spots were cleansed away at the time of temple 
judgment. The earthly part of God's organization awoke. 
( J udg. 5: 12) The sincere ones sprang into action; the 
pretenders were shown up and weeded out, just as it \\"US 

in the time of Deborah. (Judg. 5: 10, 15-17, 23) A remnant 
came forth as willing volunteers.-Judg. 5: 9, 13. 

God's earthly organization is cleansed from religion .. \II 
false "gods" previously influencing them have been ousted. 
"0 Jehovah our God, other lords besides thee have ha<l 
dominion over us; ... they are <lead, they !>hall not live, 
they are deceased, they shall not rise." (Isa. 2G: 13, 14, Am. 
Stan. Ver.) In harmony with the meaning of "Deborah", 
that is, "bee," the organization is humming with activity, 
and will increase. (Mic. 2: 12, Roth..) Bees are energetic, 
organized in work, organized in fight. ( Deut. 1 : 44 ; Ps. 
118 : 12 ; Isa. 7: 18, 19) And they are led by one. Deborah, 
the pictorial prophetess, caused the Israelites to swarm like 
bees against their oppressors. All these things are typical 
of the orderly, systematic and effective organization that 
Jehovah now has in the earth working in conjunction with 
his invisible forces.-1 Cor. 14: 33, 40. 



A l.ElTER OF INTEREST, AND REPLY 

DEAR BRETHREN: 

I have a question I have wished to put before you for some 
time, and now I must bring it to your attention at once, as 
it affects all those who are smcerely the Lord's people. 

I am astonished at the number of Jehovah's witnesses and 
regular publishers who consider it quite right to go to movies, 
even though they have been in the truth for many years, some 
raised in it. 

I came into the truth just one year ago and I know that 
the Lord would not wish me to go to the Devil's organization 
for pleasure. The pleasure I derive from the knowledge of the 
truth is more than sufficient for my well-being and general 
contentment, and I think all smcere servants should feel the 
same way; if not, then they are still in darkness, being still 
lukewarm; and God says, "I would thou wert cold or hot. So 
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth."-Rev. 3: 15, 16. 

We have a decision to make, and there is ot1ly one: we are 
either for the Lord or not at all. There are no halfway stops; 
we must go all the way to haYe God's approval. I came out of 
the Presbyterian church, after being a regular member for thirty 
years, and have not entered a church or movie which I have 
learned will rud the Devil. Now all witnesses read the same 
material, and I feel very bad that so many are taking the truth 
so lightly. 

They say the movies are harmless and you can't work all 
the time for the Lord and not have a little pleasure, yet at 
this time some point out that it is harmful to celebrate Christmas. 
I am not doing that either this year; yet to me the movies are 
more harmful than sending friendly greetmgs and exchanging 
gifts. 

The Scriptures say, "Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the \rnrld." 'He that is a friend of the world, is 
the enemy of God.' By gomg to the movies they are supporting 
a group of corrupt, adulterous and Godless men and women; 
besides, the movies are the cause of so much smoking and drink­
mg among our young people· it appears the smart thing to 
do, and they copy; and there's no greater bunch of hero-worshipers 
to be found anywhere than among movie fans. 

I'm sure "The King" wouldu't like to find Ilis sheep in a 
movie house. I hope to see some mention of this subject in 
Tile Watchtower or Consolation, as it will be to the benefit of 
all people of good-will. I know you can bring it out in a way 
to make them realize that God will disapprove of their 'doing 
as the heathen do'. (1 Peter 4: 2-4) We want to be different 
if we are the Lord's people, so no reflection is on the Lord. 

People will say, "Well, those people are no better than we 
are: they go to movies and other worldly things." 

We want no such reproach on God's name; we want people 
to see we practice what we preach, not 'whitewashed sepulchres', 

as Jesus called the Pharisees. By His grace, we wish to keep 
on the straight and narrow and find great enjoyment doing the 
Lord's work, so that it will be unnecessary to find pleasure at 
all in the world. We needn't fool ourselves that we can sneak 
off the straight and narrow once in a while and have our fllng 
on the Devil's highway and come back each time and have our 
robes as white as they were before. God sees what we do, and 
'will spue WI out of His mouth'. Our robes must be spotless, 
having no stains of the world, and our friends must come to 
see that, or I'm afraid many will risk their chance3 to life in 
the New World for a temporary "good time" in the old world. 

Contact with the friends in the truth should be enough for 
all true Christians: a happy time can be had together in the 
company of "other sheep"; interesting conversation can always 
be enjoyed. 

I hope you can find time to answer this. 
Yours sincerely for the Truth, 

S. N., Pennsylvania. 

December 27, 1943 
DEAR SISTER: 

Yours of December 18 to hand. 
Moving pictures have done far more harm than good. While 

in many ways they could be used as an educational feature and 
could bring information to the individuals, not only through the 
eye but also through the ear, they have not been so used. The 
stories reproduced on the screen today are injurious to young 
and old alike. Mention we.s made of this at the convention at 
St. Louis, by Brother Rutherford, in 1941. At that time he advised 
children and parents alike to spend their time in the field service; 
particularly did he admonish the parents not to send their children 
oft' to the movies, but take them out in the field service WJth them 

The Society for years has tried to keep all those persons 
making a covenant Wlth God busy in Kingdom work. It was to 
this end that we have arranged Watchtower studies, service 
meetings, book studies, and now the course in Theocratic mmistry. 
Also we have encouraged the brethren to make back-calls, arrang­
ing for book studies. If they follow this course of action they 
will keep out of mischief; they will be busy looking after the 
King's business and will have no time for the pleasures of this 
world. I agree that association with the friends, arrangmg for 
book studies and conducting them, will bring more pleasure and 
happiness than any movie could ever bring to one. 

I hope that you are enjoying many privileges of service and 
are aiding the people of good-will through the means of book 
studies. 

Wishing you the Lord's rich blessing, I remam, 
Your fellow servant in The Theocracy, 

N. B. lL'-:ORB 

FIELD EXPERIENCE 
STOPS FALSE ACCUSATION (NEW YORK STATE) 

"For months I was continually accused of being a Nazi 
by the Catholic and ~Iethodist element here. One day a 
lady confronted me and raved on at great length. When 
she stopped to get her breath I said: 'Say, how come that 
you yourself are so disloyal to this country T' In amaze­
ment she asked: 'Why, what do you mean T' Then I said: 
'Now if you believe what you are saying, why didn't you 
report me to the government officials long agot Just think, 
you'd be a hero overnight for catching a Nazi. Think of 
all the honors others would give you.' She stammered, 'Well, 
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I don't want to get in any trouble.' I told her she wouldn't 
have to worry about that (and she knew it), and that the 
government demands everyone that has any information 
of such things to report it at once. Lastly I told her: 'Don't 
you know that the religious scribes and Pharisees accused 
Jesus of sedition also f And look at their reward. And 
Jesus said that this generation living at the end of Satan's 
world would be the same as those in His day, and their 
end would be worse than their beginning; and you know 
they came into this world squalling. So you can see they 
are going to howl plenty on their way out.' "-Pioneer. 


