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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and
lI1reat shall be the peace of thy children." • 1sl1111h 54:r.J.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting

to everlastmg, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of his
creation, and :lis active agent in the creation of all other things,
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man
lor the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason
of Adam's wrong act all men are born sinners and without the
right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and
wffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for obedient ones of mankind; that God raised up Jesus
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature
and above every name and clothed him with all power and
authority;

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is a Theocracy called Zion,
and that ChrIst Jesus is the Cluef Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah's organization. and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his
purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and to bear
the fruIts of the Kingdom before all who will hear;

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to
the establishment of the "new earth" of the New World;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Christ,
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the
destruction of Satan's organizatIOn and the complete establish­
ment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will that survive Armageddon shall carry
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" with a righteous race.

"MORE THAN COXQUERORS" TESTIMOXY PERIOD
December has been set aSIde as the Testimony Period above

named. Suffice it to say there ~nll be much for each to conquer
who takes part thereIn. All who conquer self-lol"e and who permit
nothing to sever them from the love of God which is In ChrISt
Jesus will take hold of the pnnleges of the month The means
of testimony that WIll be to the forefront mll be the latest pub­
lications, the book "The Truth Shall Make You Free" IlDd the
booklet Freedom In the New IVorld, both to be presented to all
prospects on a 25c contnbutlOn. As winter then sets in in the
Northern Hemisphere, the placmg of the literature should be
followed up by startIng BIble studIes, prlmanly with the new
book, in as many homes of obtamers of literature as possible.
Let the testimony thus be most deeply Impressed and continue
on through the winter-bound months. Your report on service at
the month's close should show, besides literature placed, new
book studies requIring back-calls of you. Set your affaIrs in
order now for a conqueror's part ill the campaIgn with Freedom's
message. Write us direct, if necessary.

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES
Week of December 19: "The ProdIgal Son's Home-Coming,"
~ 1-22 inclusive, The Watcheower November 15, 1943.

Week of December 26: "The Prodigal Son's Home-Coming,"
1f 23-43 inclusive, The Watchtower November 15, 1943.

ITS MISSION

THIS journal Is published for the purpose of enabling the
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction speCifically

designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will.
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It publishes
suitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means
of public instructioD in the Sc:riptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible .. authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religIon, parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examma­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­
dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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"THE TRUTB SHALL HAKE YOU FREE"
With great gratitude to the "God of truth" the Society here

announces this new publication "The Truth Shall }lake You Free".
The release of the pubilshers' edition of tins book was a loudly
applauded feature of the "Free }labon's" Theocratic Assembly
held Simultaneously in August m more than 100 cities. The truths
set out in unbroken sequence in the 384 pages of thIS book, illus·
trated WIth art work in eolor, will amaze and delIght you IlDd equip
you unto the present tight for freedom. The book IS 1Il VIOlet cloth
binding, WIth gold-stamped title and relief deSIgn, and contaInS
instructIOns as to how to study and also a complete index of all
ScrIpture texts Cited therelIl. "The Truth Shall Make You Free"
is now offered on a contributIon of 25c a copy, mailed postpaid
to any address.

USE RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION BLANK
The blank sent you one month before expiration of your

Watchtowlfr subscription should be filled out and returned to the
Brooklyn office or to the Branch office in the country where you
reside. Servants in the companies, and indiVIduals, when sendmg
in renewals for The Watc1,tower, should always use these blanks.
By filling in these renewal blanks you are assured of the contInua­
tion of your Watchtower from the time of expiration, and with­
out delay. It will also be a great help if you Sign your name uni­
formly, and note any recent change of address, on the renewal slip.



JE HOY· A H exercises compassion toward the
repentant. The wayward who repent and turn
or convert from their unwise, selfish course and

seek his face say: "It is of the LORD'S mercies that
we are not consumed, because his compassions fail
not. They are new every morning: great is thy faith­
fulness." (Lam. 3: 22, 23) "-hen Jehovah established
his kingdom in the heavens by enthroning his Son
in A.D. 1914 and empowered his King then and there
to cast Satan and his demons out of heaven, because
their time of sufferance was up, J ehoyah showed
mercy to mankind. He might have carried his action
through without interruption to the limit. He might
have finished off the job at once and forthwith
destroyed Satan and his demon host now cast down
to earth and also Satan's visible organization on
earth. Had God done so, "there should no flesh be
saved."

2 The great "Father of mercies" shortened the
days of tribulation upon Satan's organization by an
interruption at the time of the coming of His King
to the temple in 1918. He halted his yiolent opera·
tions against that doomed organization in order to
allow for an in-between period of warning human­
kind and preaching man's only hope, Jehovah's
Theocratic Government by Christ Jesus. ·When
sufficient warning shall have been given, he will
resume his operations and execute his judgment
finally against all of Satan's organization, visible
and invisible. (Matt. 24: 21, 22) Thereby some flesh
will mercifulIv be saved from the world-wide destruc­
tion at Armageddon. "For he saith to Moses, I will
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will
have compassion on whom I will have compassion."
(Rom. 9: 15; Ex. 33: 19) He has had mercy on the
remnant of the "little flock" to whom it is his good
pleasure to give the kingdom of heaven. If it is his
loving pleasure to have compassion upon the "prod­
igal son", who of the remnant or what other persons
have the right or grounds to object and to criticize
the divine will and action'

~ceWAlCIPJIO
ANNOUNCING JEHOVAH'S KINGDOM
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THE PRODIGAL SON'S HOME-COMING
"When he u:as yet a great way off, his father sa?c him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his

neck, and kissed him."-Luke 15: 20.

• Despite the hypocritical criticism of religious­
minded Jewish leaders, Christ Jesus received the
repentant publicans and sinners. He had compassion
on them. The prodigal son, feeding unclean swine
and hunger-bitten enough to fill his belly with the
carob-tree pods on which they were greedily gorging
themselves, was an object for compassion, that is,
if he repented of his unwise course and sought to
serve the father whom he had forsaken. The "prod­
igal son" class of modern times are in a position like
that one's during this time of bitter famine which
has struck "Christendom" because the nourishing
and life-sustaining Word of God is not heard at the
mouths of her leaders, political, commercial and reli­
gious. Jehovah's witnesses are no part of "Christen­
dom" or of this world. As long as persons of the
"prodigal son" class refuse to heed and attend to
the Kingdom message proclaimed by these during
this in-between period, they feel the force of the
famine. The "citizen of that country", whom the
"prodigal" class serves, is the ruling factors who
override the conscience and sentiments of freedom of
men, regiment the people, and send the modern
"prodigal" to feed "swine". Swine are the kind of
animals that Jesus saw good to let the legion of
demons whom he cast out of the two obsessed men
invade and drive violently down the steep place to
their death in the sea..(:Matt. 8: 30-33; Mark 5: 11-14)
Such s" ..ine were unclean according to God's law
through ~Ioses, and the Jews were forbidden to eat
or sacrifice them. For a Jew to be a swineherd was
a degraded and unclean business, serving the selfish
interests of Gentile sinners, but not honoring J eho­
vah God.

• Remarking upon the inability of greedy, unclean,
swinelike persons of the world to appreciate the
precious jewels of divine truth, Jesus said to his
disciples: "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs,
neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn again and
rend you." (Matt. 7: 6) Such "swine" are not the

1. To whom dOOll J ehovab show ~ompalllllon, and bow did he show
mercy toward humankind from and after 1914?
2. How were the davs of trlbulatton sho"ened. when w1ll God's oper.­
tlons be reaumed. and why may not the remnant or otbers criticise
him for exercising compaulon?

3 Vpon ... bom did Christ Jeaus, despite criticism. bave compa18lon. and
wbo today are like the prodlpl son, famine-hit &Ild berdlns the Gentile
citlzeu·. swine?
4. Wbo are Pictured by the "..rine"?
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ones whom the Nazis cruelly mistreat and con­
temptuously call "Schwein", and herd into concen­
tration camps. The real "swine" are the depraved
humans under the invisible control of unclean spirits
and demons and who have no higher interest in exist­
ing than to eat, drink, sleep, breed, and wallow in
the uncleanness of this world. Though an effort be
made to clean them up, they go back to their wallow.
ing in the mire. They, "as natural brute beasts, made
to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things
that they understand not; and shall utterly perish
in their own corruption." -2 Pet. 2: 12, 22.

G Since 1918 the "prodigal son" class have joined
themselves to the totalitarian-minded "citizen of that
country' for a job and something to eat. As to occu­
pation, they are doing no better than the famished
boy in the parable. The "swine" will be destroyed
shortly at Armageddon because they trample under
foot the saving spiritual truths which Jehovah's
witnesses make available to all persons. Instead of
dealing with such truths for the life of persons of
good-will, the "prodigal son" class feed debased
humans with the low diet of worldly propaganda
and policies supplied by the famine-hit official "citi­
zen" class of Satan's visihle organization. The pleas­
ures of the world having proved unsatisfying and
the desired good times promised by worldly organ­
izations having failed to appear, the "prodigal's"
hunger is rabid enough to drive them to feed upon
the "swine" fodder. Such an unbalanced diet tends to
malnutrition and leads to disease and death. No man
of the world gives to them any life-sustaining spirit­
ual food; for there is a mighty famine of such in
"Christendom", just as long ago there were seven
years straight of famine in Egypt.-Gen. 41: 5.1,-57.

6 The condition of the "prodigal son" class at this
point compares with that of the beggar in the parable
concerning Lazarus and the rich man. "And there
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid
at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table:
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores." (Luke
16: 19-21) The Devil is responsible for the plight of
this class, of whom he takes advantage because of
their selfish desire to have a good time with the things
God has put on this earth, but without any binding
responsibility toward Him. Since the Devil has been
cast out of heaven Revelation 12: 12 applies: "Woe
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for
the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time."
It is his desire to have the "prodigal" keep at 'swine­
herding' and to feed on "swine" fodder. The Devil
seeks to make him become swinish, turn against God
5. Wby Is tbe modern cla"" doing no better than the prodl~al Ion
... blle fee<llnll s"lDe and wltbout aid from former friend.'
(I Bow 18 tbis class like tbe b..gl:ar Lazaru.. wbo Is respon.lble for
tbelr pllgbt, and what is the outcome be .ee~1 to bring about?

and curse Him as though chargeable with the deplor­
able state of humankind. In such a situation many
men, having accepted nothing but religion, become
desperate, plunge into radicalism and infidelity, and
curse God, blaming him for mankind's woe. Other~

fall for the theory of the clergy that God is puni~h­

ing humankind because of their neglect of religion.
and they call for "more religion" as what the world
needs. Thereby they reject God's kingdom and
renounce him for religion's makeshift "new world
order" ''based on justice and morality". (Job 22: l-::~S:

11: 1-6, 13-20) That is just the outcome the Devil
is seeking to bring about in order to prove his boast
to God of being able to force every human creature
to renounce God and to bring about the destruction
of all at Armageddon, none being found worthy to
be saved into the New World that God creates. (Job
1: 8-12; 2: 1-7) Does the "prodigal son" class ~;eld

to such efforts of Satan and "curse God'"
T The parable continues: "And when he came to

himself, he said: Row many hired servants of my
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I
perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father.
and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to
be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired
servants." (Luke 15: 17-19) After enough of feed­
ing swine to make him realize the vanity of seeking
anything truly pleasant and satisfying in the world.
away from his father's home, the prodigal comes to
himself. He awakens to the fact that he is bv birth
the son of his father. Word has come to hi'ffi that
his father's land is not a victim of famine. There
is abundance at his father's house, and even the
hired servants have more food than they can eat.
And here he is, hired out to a Gentile "citizen" of
the world and, against the pricks of conscience, feed­
ing grunting unclean beasts and not getting enough
to properly nourish himself, with death by famine
inches ahead of him. Of a truth it would be far
better for him to drop this low occupation in the
world, offering no hope of life for the future. Better
to go back home and hire himself out to his father
as a servant and find life-sustaining food and
respectable service with a good conSCience.

• What is it that brings the modern "prodigal" to
himself and starts him in the right direction T It is
not bitter experience, as though 'experience has been
his best teacher' to teach him good by indulging in
that which is unwise and worldly. No; it is the good
news from God's Word published by Jehovah's wit­
nesses during this time of 'shortening the days of
the great tribulation'. The news tells of the life­
providing spiritual abundance that exists among
7. What ne.... doe. the prodigal eet concerning bl. fath..r'. hou~e? and,
on coming to blmself, what \'1.." dOl!lO he tal. .. of b,. ~ltuatlon"

8 Wbat I. It that bring. tbe "prodt..al 80n" class to tb..m.elal and
staru them In tbe rillht direction?
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the household of Jehovah God, the Giver of life. It
shows how those who serve Him are happy and well
taken care of and have glorious hopes of life amid
peace and prosperity in the New World, which is
without end. This doomed old world, oppressed by
the ruling "citizen" thereof, will shortly pass away
at Armageddon, but the New World will be forever
blessed under the heavenly Father's kingdom by his
beloved Son, Christ Jesus. Besides the "little flock",
who inherit the kingdom with Christ Jesus, God is
now gathering the "other sheep", the "men of good­
will". These, by now taking refuge under the Good
Shepherd's care, may be hid during the day of Jeho­
vah's anger at Armageddon and may pass alive
through that tribulation and into the "pleasures for
evermore" of the Xe\v ',","orld. This information, so
long in the discard by neglect, indifference and
worldly cares, they now consider with new interest.
It opens their eyes to discern the difference between
those living now for the old world and those serving
the life-giving Jehovah God in the interest of his
Xew"\Vorld.

AWAKEXIXG FROM THE DEAD

9 The "prodigal" class now decide to arise from
their low, dying condition of servitude to Satan and
his official agents and to go to the Life-giver, who
bids men "seek righteousness, seek meekness", that
they may get life through his Son Christ Jesus in
the world to come. A.s the prodigal son pictures a
class, this decision to arise and go to the Father
stretches over a period of time became of the many
individual persons who make up this class. They
discern that they have been leading a life in sin
while leaning toward the old world and its pleasures.
A.s it is written of suchlike: "But she that liveth in
pleasure is dead while she liveth." (1 Tim. 5: 6)
The~- have been "dead in trespasses and sins" and
haw been treading in the 'broad way that leads to
destruction' with the dying old world. They acknowl­
edge within themselves that they haw been and are
sinners. Thev confess themselves as unworthv to be
adopted as s'ons of God, especially as "heirs ~f God
and joint heirs with Christ". They have no aspira­
tions for a position in the kingdom of heaven, but
have the sincere heart's desire to be in God's service,
thereby worldng in the interest of the heavenly
Father and so enjoying his favor and approval and
the abundance of his blessed household. They realize
that by their course, unworthy of a son of God, they
have brought reproach upon His name and given
moral endorsement and support to the enemy organ­
ization, especially when they might earlier have
taken hold of the truth and serY(~d God. Now any
position of service in connection with his house or
9. What deci'lOn doe, thl. class then mal.e what confe..,on do tbey
make con('erDln~ lhelll~eheg. and what do tbe)" now seek?

temple would be acceptable, just so they might serve
righteousness in vindication of His name. Instead
now of demanding a share in the "estate" as a son's
due inheritance on earth, they would ask for the
privilege of serving him.-Eph. 2: 2; Matt. 7: 13.

10 Here are true repentance and godly sorrow that
are not to be despised. It is not the selfish remorse
and sorrow over personal loss, such as that of Esau,
or Haman, or Judas, that they might escape the con­
sequences of their wicked folly. It is a sorrow lead­
ing to repentance and to a conversion or turning
away from the unrighteous course, in detestation
of it; hence a being "sorry after a godly manner".
For that reason it is pleasing to God. "For godly
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be
repented of: but the sorrow of the world [like
Judas'] worketh death." (2 Cor. 7: 9, 10) Sorrow
such as worldlings bring upon themselves by their
willfullv wicked course works to their destruction bv
God's Executioner. WhyT Because it is impossibl~
to renew to repentance those who were sufficiently
enlightened, warned and admonished and who then
willingly fall away or show heedlessness and so
become headstrong adversaries of God and his
organization.-Heb. G: 4-6; 12: 16, 17.

11 Esau hastened to his father Isaac to deprive
his brother Jacob of the birthright to which he was
entitled. With different motives the prodigal hastens
to his father. "And he arose, and came to his father.
But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him." (Luke 15: 20) The impover­
ished, repentant prodigal arises from the mire with
the swine and the empty, unprofitable futility of
herding them. He strikes out for home. It must have
been a long, hard road, tough going, for that dirty
and ill-clad boy, half-starved, without a penny for
lodging or transportation. But his determination and
sincerity of repentance, and the good possibilities
before him, strength~n him to keep going till he
arrives and comes in sight of home. He lifts his
eyes. Why, his father is running to meet him! Yes,
his father was on the watch, recognized him from
afar, felt paternal mercy, and ran forth to him. and
embraced and kissed the boy in his travel-stained
rags. \Vhat a welcome, and without requiring first
a humiliating confession on the boy's part! His very
home-coming spoke for itself!

12 Shifting now to our day: The repentant "prodi­
gal" class arise from the dust and the degradation
of their unclean service of the world, and turn to the
Life-giver in a true conversion. They decide that
they "no longer should live the rest of [thea] time
10 Why are tbelr re~ntance and .orrow wbolesome and not to be
desrl• ed ?
11. What does the pro<lI lI:al son tben do' and wbat reC<'ptlon does be
~et on nearlOlli hl8 destlDatlon?
12. Llke\\ 18e what does tbe "prodlp;al" class do. and "'hat ,. tbelr
deciSion 88 to spendlnK tbe reat of tbelr lives?
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in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the wiY of
God. For the time past of our life may suffice us
to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we
walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revel­
lings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries:
wherein they think it strange that ye run not with
them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of
you" because of your conversion to righteousness.
-1 Pet. 4: 2-4.

11 The "prodigal" class determine that there is "no
more time for the old course", for them. The exhor­
tation to the indifferent-grown, inactive Christians
they also hear and heed: "Awake, thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the
days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be
not drunk with wine, wherein is excess j but be filled
with the spirit." (Eph. 5: 14-18) It was long ago
written regarding the "time of the end" when the
Messiah Prince rules amid a time of trouble such
as never was: "And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
life." (Dan. 12: 1,2) The "prodigal" class arise from
the dust of dry, unprofitable, unsustaining worldly
things to the sound of the message telling of life
possible on earth forever under God's }"-ingdom as
his children. They turn their steps to the way of life.
Repentantly they come to the great Life-giver,
whose name is being declared throughout all the
earth by His witnesses, and whose "mountain", or
kingdom, has been exalted to the capital position
over all the universe.

16 The coming of the "prodigal" class, made up of
persons of good-will from among all nationalities, is
in fulfilhnent of the sure prophecy: "But in the last
days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the
house of the LORD [Jehovah) shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted
ahove the hills j and people shall flow unto it. And
many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let
us go up to the mountain of the LOItD, and to the
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the
law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the LORD
from J erusalem." C~Iic. 4: 1,2) They find the Father
on the watch and waiting with welcome for them.

U The Father has seen them while "yet a great
way off", and he caused the prophecies to be written
long aforetime pointing ahead to their coming. At
the time for the prophecies to fulfill, including Jesus'
parable of the prodigal, Jehovah the Father is on
13. ',bat rouBlnl{ exhortation <10 they beed' and bow IB It then that
many of tbem tbat 'Blept In tbe dUBt' a....ake to e\"erlutlng life?
14 Wbat propbecy of ~lIcnb tbereby underl{oeI foUlIlment'
15. How 'IV" It .bo.....n In 1920 and In 1923 that tbe beavenly Father
BaW tbem wbile "yet a great way olr" and wu on tbe ....atcb for tbem?

the watch and encouraging their coming by advance
preparation. The message of 1918 on "Millions ~ow
Living 'Vill Never Die" was revived after a tempo­
rary silence and was published in book form in 1920
by the millions of copies and also preached from
thousands of lecture platforms. Besides that, J eho­
vah caused other revelations of truth to appear in
due time, as the mass coming of the "prodigal" class
drew near. In 1923 he caused the first true-to-fact
explanation of the parable of the "sheep and goats",
fulfilled at the end of the world, to be published in
The Watchtower. This showed for the first time that
the "sheep" who are now separated from the "goats"
are an earthly class of good-will who do good to the
remnant of Christ's brethren in contrast with the
stubborn opposition by the "goats" to these an­
nouncers of God's kingdom. These "sheep" get on
the right side of the King and are ushered into ever­
lasting life under the Kingdom with its blessings
prepared for them.

11 In 1931 the Father caused the understanding to
be published in The Watchtou'er concerning Ezekiel,
chapter nine. This explanation made clear that the
persons who 'sigh and cry' for all the religIOUS abom­
inations that be done in the midst of "Christendom"
are an earthly class with a desire for God's right­
eousness and the vindication of his name against
religion. These ones are 'marked in their foreheads'
by God's servant class with the knowledge and con­
fession of the truth. They are not touched by God's
Executioners at the battle of Armageddon, but are
spared to live in his New World of righteousness.
The following year, 1932, the Father caused to be
disclosed in The Watchtower who are prefigured by
J onadab, the man who joined King Jehu in his
chariot and who witnessed his destruction of the
religionists. J onadab was shown to pieture an
earthly class that take their stand for God's King
and kingdom. They get into the "chariot" of his
organization. and have part in God's sen-ice now
and will witness the destruction of all religIOnists
at Armageddon. This last revelation made very
clear that the door was open to this earthly class
of "Jonadabs", or persons of good-will, to enter into
God's service in full company with His remnant of
anointed witnesses under Christ Jesus, the Greater
Jehu. These revealed truths were also circulated in
other WATCHTOWER pUblications.

n So there was a great upswing, particularly from
and after 1931, in the number of good-will persons
that openly took their stand for the Kingdom and
joined in the field service with Jehovah's faithful
remnant. These were seen to be the "other sheep"

16, What revelatlollJl also In 1931 and In 1932 abowed the Father ....as
on tbe \vatcb lor tbem?
11. From and after 1931 wbat did these l:ood· .....1II rer.on. do. wbnt.
Scripturally .peaklng, were tbey seen to be, and w tb wllat did tbe
prophet Isalab compare tbem!
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mentioned by the Good Shepherd as due to be
brought into God's grand flock of all those receiving
life through the death of the Good Shepherd. They
compose "one flock" with the Kingdom class. (John
10: 11,15,16, Am.Rev. Ver.; Diaglott) In His proph­
ecy through Isaiah God compares them with a
great cloud of homing pigeons speeding to their
shelter before the threatening storm of Armaged­
don: ''Who are these that fly as a cloud [for multi­
tude], and as the doves to their windows [of the
dovecotes] T" (Isa. 60: 8) Doves, though low in com­
mercial value, are regarded with great tenderness.
All such prophecy-revelations were a welling up of
the Father Jeltovah's compassion as the "prodigal"
class were seen approaching through the years.

18 The Father hastens to show his mercy and affec­
tion for the "prodigal" class. In 1918 he sent his
King Christ Jesus to the temple, and through him
He shortened the days of the tribulation in order
to judge the nations "and separate them as "sheep"
and "goats" before the final part of the tribulation
bursts forth at Armageddon. To this end, also, he
sent forth his remnant of witnesses. He did not wait
for the people to come to his "house" for the living
message of the Kingdom, but commanded his truth­
laden witnesses to go to the people and from house
to house and from city to city to locate all the "other
sheep" and show them the way to the Father. The
"goats" have branded these house-to-house pub­
lishers as ''haters of everything", but such witnesses
by their patient educational work have manifested
to the "sheep" the Father's compassion and loving­
kindness and his readiness to receive them with
glad \velcome. This house-to-house work of witness­
ing still continues and increases. It has been made
more effective for the "other sheep" by the start­
ing, since 1933, of the back-call work, namely, the
making of return calls on all sho,,;ng sheeplike
qualities, to hold home Bible studies.

19 Glancing back at the parable: "And the son said
unto him: Father! I have sinned against heaven and
before thee: no longer am I worthy to be called a
son of thine; [make me as one of thy hired serv­
ants]." (Luke 15: 21, Roth.) The son's l~st statement,
in brackets [], appears in the two most ancient
extant Greek texts, the Vatican manuscript 1'0.1209,
and the Sinaitic manuscript, but is missing in other
Greek manuscripts. (See Diaglott margin on Luke
15: 21.) Yet, his confession of unworthiness to ''be
called thy son" means that he desires to be received
on the level of a servant hired by his father. He
declares he has sinned against God and against God's
representative, his father; and now he desires to

18 How did the heavenly Father hasten forth. lrom and after 1918.
to sbow mercy upon the "prodigal" claP. and how baa more elllclency
been added to the hastening work Iince 1933'
19. Wbat doe. the Bon then say to the father, and what splnt does
he tbereby sbow?

cQme into covenant-relationship with God through
the intercession of his father. He shows a spirit of
consecration to God in accordance with the covenant
between God and his people of Israel.

10 As applying to the "prodigal" class, the above
confession with repentance pictures that they confess
their sins and ask forgiveness through the meri­
torious sacrifice of Christ and that they consecrate
themselves fully to Jehovah the Father. The fitness
of their thus consecrating themselves and symboliz­
ing that consecration to God. by baptism in water
was specially made clear since 1934. (The Watch­
tower of August 15, 1934, ~m 34, 35) Their act of
consecration to the heavenly Father was also fore­
shadowed in the plea of the famine-stricken people
of ancient Egypt during the premiership of Joseph,
God's faithful witness. As recorded, at Genesis
47: 18-20: ''When that year was ended, they came
unto him the second year, and said unto him, We
will not hide it from my lord, how that our money
is spent; my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there
is not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our
bodies, and our lands: wherefore shall we die before
thine eyes, both we and our land' buy us and our
land for bread, and we and our land will be servants
unto Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live,
and not die, that the land be not desolate. And Joseph
bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for the
Egyptians sold every man his field, because the
famine prevailed over them: so the land became
Pharaoh's."

21 Consecration by the "prodigal" class is not a
contract with God for a share in the heavenly inher­
itance of the spiritual sons of God, but is a solemn
agreement to do God's will forever, letting the
Father determine where He will have the conse­
crated one serve Him.

n The prodigal did not ask to be received and put
to work as a son. but offered himself for work as a
hired servant. "But the father said to his servants
[bond-servants], Bring forth [quickly] the best robe,
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet: and bring hither the fatted calf,
and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: for this
my son was dead, and is alive again j he was lost,
and is found. And they began to be merry." (Luke
15: 22-24) The father refused to disown him as a
son or to take him in as merely a hired hand. So the
father called for "a robe-the best", "quickly that
chief robe." (Roth.; Diaglott) Servants, who are
hired to be busy at work, do not wear such long robes,
such being worn on festive occasions. He called for a
ring, to show that the prodigal should have authority
20. (a) A.s regards the modern class. what wal pictured by the oon'.
confession. and bow wu tbe fitness of thl. Ihown In 1934' (b) Bow
..... thl. also lore.hadowed In Egypt In Joseph's day?
21. l\ hat kind of contract Is eonsecratlon by the "prodigal" c1..s?
22. What orders did the father give hll servants respectlnr tbe prodigal
Ion? and what did luch orden Iho... u to his place In the bouse 1
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over the servants. Servants went around barefoot,
but the father calls for them to put "shoes on his feet"
to indicate that the prodigal is a free man in the
father's house and that his service toward his father
was of a voluntary kind and as a member of the
family. The hiring of a servant was not the occasion
of a grand celebration; but the father calls for the
sleek, wheat~fed calf to be killed and a feast to be
served that they might be merry over the recovery
of "my son". The father spreads a feast for his son
and all his servants. in an open and unashamed
acknowledgment of a son come back home.

n That public identification of the returned son
points to something quite recent. For years after
even 1918 the identity of those who will compose the
great multitude described in Revelation 7: 9-17 was
uncertain and guessed at. For long it was thought
to be a class consecrated to God and begotten of his
spirit to heavenly life but who out of fear and lack
of sufficient zeal and devotion do not make a success
of gaining the Kingdom with Christ; hence these
were finally to be forced to be faithful by great
tribulation, just to save them, and then would be
given a secondary position in heaven under the "little
flock" of the Kingdom. In due time, in :,lay of 1935,
at a convention of Jehovah's witnesses in 'Vash­
ington, D.C., the president of the Watch Tower
Society pointed out, from Scripture and fact, that
those who will make up that "great multitude" are
an earthly class appearing since 1918, namely,
the Lord's "other sheep", the "Jonadabs·'. There at
that Christian assembly, those of the "other sheep"
who discerned themselves to he in line for the "great
multitude" were asked to stand. A great proportion
of the assembly arose. There was great rejoicing at
such demonstration. Like demonstrations of those
in line for the "great multitude" followed at other
assemblies later.

It Such was a public expression of Jehovah God
through His organization that the "prodigal" class
was returning to him and that he was accepting
their consecrations and receiving them through
Christ Jesus as His prospective sons. It was a festal
occasion, not a time of rebuking the "prodigal" class
for past behavior or any tardiness in coming to Him
or their squandering of God-given properties in
search of pleasures with the world. How fitting then
the clean long robe, worthy of a son of God, showing
their identification as such; and they were accounted
privileged to offer prayer to God addressing him
as "Our Father, which art in heaven". The ring
showed them as rich toward God and having authori­
zation to serve at God's house or temple as sons

23. To ..-bat. In 1935. did that publlc Identlftcatlon by tbe fatber of
his returned son point for..-ard?
24. By such e\'ent wbat \\'81 Jebo\ ah God expresslnl: toward tbe "prod·
iI:al" class, and wbat In that connection was s)"l1lboll.ed by the long
robe. tbe ring, and the shoes. put on tbe prodigal son?

voluntarily serving him, honorably representing him
and holding forth the honor of his name. (Jas. 2: 2;
Gen. 41: 42) The shoes covered the once miry, un­
clean feet and made them look beautiful as walking
in the paths of sonship of God, righteuus1})aths. Such
feet were now "shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace", to bear the good news that the God
of peace will bruise Satan under the feet of his
Christ shortly, thus bringing in everlasting peace on
earth to "men of good-will". (Eph. 6: 15; Rom.
16: 20) They are God's "free men", no longer op­
pressed 'swineherds' under a citizen of this world.
Henceforth as sons they may serve God at his temple.

U In answer to the question as to the "great multi­
tude", ""'\Vhat are these which are arrayed in white
robes' and whence came thev'" Revelation 7: 13-17
says this: "These are they w'hich came out of great
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb [Christ Jesus].
Therefore are they before the throne of God, and
serve him day and night in his temple: and he that
sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They
shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.
For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes."

28 The prodigal's repentance and return to the
home and service of his father called for a feast,
and the fatted calf was slaughtered for the main
dish. It was not a picture of the redemptive sacrifice
of Christ Jesus. The merry feasting that followed
pictures the spiritual feast that the Lord Goel
spreads for the "prodigal" class in this "time of the
end", a feast of food stronger than the mere "milk
of the word". The strenuous worl, and very trying
times demand nourishment more strengthening, sus­
taining and advanced than the easily digested liquid
for those who, are babes in the Word. (1 Pet. 2: 2:
Reb. 5: 13,14) It is Kingdom food, concerning the
vindication of God's name and the settlement of the
long-contested primary issue of universal domi­
nation. Such is the feast and banquet foretold at
Isaiah 25: 6: "And in this mountain shall the LanD
[Jehovah] of hosts make unto all people a feast of
fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined."
How different this feast from "Christendom's"
famine!

27 The reason the father assigned for joyful feast­
ing was: "Because this my son was dead, and hath

25 AI Identlfted by white robes, bow were this clus pictured In
Re\"eiatlon chapter seven'
2G, What did tbe feasting on tbe fatted calf picture, and bow was
this also foretold by the propbet Isaiah'
27. What reason did the fatber .sslgn for tbe JOlful feutlnlt. and
what like reason for rejoicing il there now to tbose of tbe hea\"enJy
Father'. household l
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come to life again, was lost and is found." (Roth.)
Those of the "prodigal" class have 'lain low in the
dust' of this world "dead in trespasses and sins",
and it is a joyful thing when they hear God's message
and come to life as to his service; when they that
have been lost among the pleasures of this world
suddenly come to themselves, find themselves, and
are in turn found by the Good Shepherd and are
brought into the Lord's fold. The remnant of Zion's
children had a like experience shortly after the Lord
came to the temple, concerning which it is written:
"Awake, awake; put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on
thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city:
for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the
uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from
the dust; arise, and sit down, 0 Jerusalem: loose
thyself from the bands of thy neck, 0 captive
<.laughter of Zion." "Awake and sing, ye that dwell
in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs," (Isa.
52: 1,2; 26: 19) The remnant's restoration was in
1919. Years later the making merry or being joyful
over the restoration of the "prodigal" class was an
added season of rejoicing for the faithful remnant.

2S Such mah;ng merry began especially at the
identification of the "great multitude" in 1935. It
took on a high note of joy in 1938 at the revelation
made amid a "feast of fat things", the world-wide
assembly of Jehovah's witnesses combining 47
simultaneous conventions in Britain, Canada, Aus­
tralia, and the United States, tied in with London,
England, by wire and radio facilitIes to hear the
same speeches. The special feature was the speech
"Fill the Earth", which set forth for the first time
that the "great multitude" of Armageddon survivors
will thereafter be given the privilege of bringing
forth a righteous offspring to fill the earth during
the WOO-year reign of Christ.-See The TVatchtower
of October 15 and Xovember 1, 1938.

29 In the parable the ones that made merry were
the father and the servants who responded to bring
the best robe, ring and shoes and to adorn the son
therewith and to slaughter the fatted calf for the
feast, to dine the repentant and restored prodigal.
Just preceding this parable Jesus had said: "Like­
wise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner that rcpenteth."
Also: "Likewise joy shall be in heaven over one
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no repentance." (Luke
15: 10, 7) Hence the feast of joy must be on the part
of Jehovah God, who is repre5ented by his King,
Christ Jesus, at the temple since 1918; also on the
part of all his holy angels who attend him on his
throne at the temple (~Iatt. 25: 31) ; also the resur-
28. When did such maklnp: merry beglD. but when did It specially take
on n hlp:h note of Joy. nnd "'by?
29. In the parable. who made merry' and In It. fulfillment who are
the one. that make merry o"er the repentant "prodll:nl'." return 1

re.cted members of Christ's kingdom body who were
raised from death's sleep after he came to the tempIt'
(1 Thess. 4: 14-16); and also his faithful remnant
of body members who are yet on earth but whom
God has quickened and "hath raised [them] up
together, and made [them] sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus". (Eph. 2: 4-6) This remnant
on earth make up the "faithful and wise servant"
under their Head Christ Jesus; and as their legal
servant or agency they use the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society for ordering and directing the
witness work according to Theocratic rule.-Matt.
24: 45-47.

WHO SHOULD OBJECT!

so How could any consecrated person object to
God's compassions toward the prodigal T Yet objec­
tions arise. "Now his elder son was in the field: and
as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard
music and dancing. And he called one of the serYants,
and asked what these things meant. And he said unto
him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed
the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe
and sound." (Luke 15: 25-27) The elder son is here
introduced into the parable so as to provide a reason
for answering the Pharisees and scribes or such­
like, but not to picture them. He was the heir to his
father, and all that remained of his father's property
was due to fall to him, the younger son having
squandered his part which he had gotten in advance.
The elder son was not an idler, but served his father
diligently in the field. But now that the younger son
was out of sight there was a disposition on the elder
son's part to think too much on his sole heirship to
the remaining paternal estate. There is no question
that he was trying to prove worthy of it; and his
prodigal brother was out of mind and yiewed as
now none of his concern. He hardly expected to see
his young brother again before the father's death
and before he himself was settled in the inherited
estate.

Sl The younger son's return came as a shocking
unexpected event to the elder son. ·Without his knowl­
edge and without calling him in from the field of
service the father received back the prodigal and
went ahead with the reception feast, accompanied
by singing and dancing by the servants who entered
into the spirit of the celebration with their master.
The elder son, coming in from the field service and
hearing the merry-making, asked one of his father's
servant boys for the meaning of it all. The servant
boy discerned and understood the good reason for
the celebration, and explained it.

30. Whllt did tbe elder .on do on comln. upon tbe merry-makln•• and
doe. he picture the scrlbell and Pbarl..... ? or el.e. why I. lie here
lotro<.luced ,nto the parable'
31. Wby was the merry·maklnlt unexpected and needing an explanntlon
to tbe elder son?
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12 Just SO it has happened since the Lord's coming
to the temple in 1918. Those in line for the inherit­
ance of the kingdom of heaven have been increas­
ingly diligent in their heavenly Father's service, out
in the field and in behalf of the Kingdom interests.
As above explained, the ingathering and consecra­
tion of an earthly class of persons of good-will from
all nations now before Armageddon was not plainly
understood. The ingathering of the spiritual ones,
both the final members of the remnant of Christ's
body and, supposedly, a 'great company' of a lesser
spiritual class, was thought to be the chief effort of
Jehovah's consecrated people on earth. This was
particularly the viewpoint down to the year 1931.
First in that year it was revealed from the Scrip­
tures that the ones whom God's servant class (the
man "clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by
his side") was to locate and 'mark in their foreheads'
to be spared from destruction at Armageddon were
an earthly class, the Lord's "other sheep". (Ezekiel,
chapter 9) The mistaken understanding concerning
a 'great company of less faithful spirit-begotten
ones' who were expected to be released soon from
the l'eligious organizations was quite a disconcerting
thing. It awakened wrong -expectations, tended to
lead in a wrong direction, and hid partially from
our view and appreciation that which was really to
be done and now taking place.

as Hence there were those who were long in God's
service who too strongly insisted that the chief
objective was exclusively the gathering, assisting
and comforting of those consecrated persons that
had hopes of a heavenly inheritance. The instruct­
ing and gathering of an earthly class of "other
sheep" was very vaguely discerned by them or was
pushed into the background as being proper only
after Armageddon and after the spiritual class had
entered the portals of heaven and into their celestial
inheritance. But regardless of the lack of discern­
ment of some, and their slowness to comprehend,
Jehovah God went forward with the preparing of the
"feast of fat things" unto all peoples. He does not
need first to consult or advise his consecrated serv­
ants or consider objections before he proceeds with
the carrying out of his gracious purposes. He does
according to HIS will.

If Hence in 1935 Jehovah publicly acknowledged
the "great multitude" as being earthly sons, by
revealing then that such multitude of Armageddon
survivors will be an earthly class destined to live
here below subject to the heavenly kingdom; and
that such must come out of Satan's organization

32. Wby. panlcularly down to 1931• ."u .ncb a thlnr not bad In
expectation?
33. Hence wb.t did .ome .trongly In.t.t wu the cblet objectIve no." 7
.nd wltb wbat prep.r.tlon. did Jebovab God go to .....rd.•nd wby'
3' In 193:1. at wbat revelations did the m.klng merry .et In In bebalf
of tbe "prodigal" c1us. aDd ...by and of wbom were certain on.. of
tbe "elder SOD" dUI obliged to make Inquiry?

now during these days of grace whereby the time
of tribulation is shortened; and that they must
serve God now day and night at his house, his temple.
A.t this the rejoicing and merry-making in behalf
of the "prodigal son" class did set in, and from then
on more was revealed from the Bible as to this
earthly class than concerning any others who may
gain everlasting life on earth. Such ones of the
"elder son" class as were slow to get rid of old and
incorrect ideas were obliged to inquire of the
rejoicing servants of God, particularly the WATCH

TOWER publications, as to why all the rejoicing by
the faithful remnant of the Father.

15 The parable continues regarding the elder son:
"And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore
came his father out, and entreated him. And he,
answering, said to his father, Lo, these many years
do I serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time
thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me
a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: but
as soon as this thy son was come, which hath
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for
him the fatted calf." (Luke 15: 28-30) The elder son
felt justified in being angry and not going in to
join the merry-making. When the father came out
to entreat him to come in and share his father's joy,
he sought to justify his anger and refusal to go in.
He reminded his father that despite all his years of
service, his father had never given him even a kid,
not to speak of a fatted calf, to kill and prepare it
that he might have a joyful feast with his friends,
not to speak of unclean harlots of the world. Yet.
now, his brother, of whom he spoke to the father
as "this THY son", and not "my brother", COmes like
a mere visitor from a Gentile land where he has
prodigally spent his father's property with forni­
cators, and he gets a celebration such as the faith­
ful, hard-working, home-staying son had never
gotten. He could not understand his father's view­
point for such treatment.

,a Such is the position taken by some of the spirit­
begotten ones in line for the royal heavenly inher­
itance. They are too much concerned about them­
selves or the spiritual class with whom they have
worked, and they overlook other parts of the heaven­
ly Father's present merciful purposes. They see not
that the feast of rejoicing over the incoming of the
"prodigal son" class is not to glorify and exalt that
class as superior and of more importance than the
spirit-begotten sons of God, but is to glorify J eho­
vah's tender compassions. It is in vindication of
Jehovah's name, because the bringing in of these
"other sheep" proves God's Word of prophecy as
35. la) Why did the f.tber rome out of the bou.e. and ...bnt did tbe
elder BOn oay to him 1 (b) How did he tbu••eel. to ju.t,fy hlmoelt
ADd lay ground. tor ftndlnr fault with bl. fatber'
3G. Wby II a like polltlon taken by oome of tbe spirit-begotten onu
now, aDd ..bat do tbey taU to _ rerardlnr the purpooe and IlmUlance
of tlle feutl
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true. It proves the Devil a liar who boasted that he
could turn all men away from God and prevent any
from seeking and taking their stand on his side and
abiding there in integrity, especially during a time of
Devil-sent woe on the earth. What consecrated son
of God could but rejoice at this feast, even though
it focuses on a class that is not spirit-begotten but
has earthly hopes t

If At this juncture the elder son of the parable was
like Job, who was rebuked of the Lord because he
was too much engrossed in his own sufferings and
his own justification, and not properly concerned
with the vindication or justification of Jehovah's
name. (Job 32: 1-3; 38: 1, 2; 40: 1-8; 42: 1-3) That
God should cause so much to be written in the Bible
respecting the "other sheep" and should cause such
to be fulfilled now before Armageddon, rather than
after, is no sign of favoritism toward the "prodigal"
nor of neglect toward those who have hitherto faith·
fully served Him many years. The feast is there for
the "elder son" spirit-begotten ones to enjoy as well,
and thereby get out of any self-centeredness or
exclusive self-interest. Thev must remember that
they are not the only ones \;hom God loves or upon
whom he may show mercy; and that they are not
the only ones that may have a part in His service
and in the vindication of His name. It is the Father's
feast, and it is the privilege of the "elder son" to
enjoy it as a part of his reward for years of faithful
service. The fact that the blessings are beginning to
go to the "other sheep" from the promised "Seed of
Abraham" in whom the obedient ones from all
families of the earth should be blessed is a cause
for joy, joy which is the unselfish expression of
mercy and compassion.

&! So the father entreated the son to take the right
viewpoint and course. "And he said unto him, Son
[( Weym.) ::\1y dear son], thou art ever with me, and
all that I have is thine. It was meet that we should
make merry, and be glad: for this THY brother was
dead. and is alive again; and was lost, and is found."
\Vithout showing whether the elder son softened, got
straightened out and went in with his father to the
feast, Jesus closed the parable with the father's
entreaty. Why' That the force of the father's argu­
ment and entreaty or explanation might be left last
and linger with full force and effect in the minds of
any having difficulty in these days as to their proper
attitude and course toward the gathering of the
Lord's "other sheep". Jesus' closing of the parable
thus lea7es it up to such to determine each for
himself what he will do. Either heed the Father's
entreaty and go in, or refrain from taking part in

3T. At tbls oolnt bo", was tbe elder son like Iob. who was repro\"ed
of the Lord'! and wby Is tbls lenst now no sll;n of favoratlsm but a
proper thing on God's part>
38 110w did tbe fatber entrent tbe elder son? and wby did Ieaua
close tbe parable wltb tbe fatber's entreaty?

~he feast of feeding upon these truths and passing
them down the table to the "other sheep" and thus
having a share under Christ in gathering such
"sheep".-Luke 15: 31, 32.

U The prodigal's father had done the elder son no
wrong, but was exercising his proper right over the
things that belonged to him and over which he had
full, uncontestable jurisdiction. That inherent right
Jesus well stated in the parable concerning the
laborers hired into the vineyard. This parable pic­
tures particularly the bringing of the Ruth and
Esther class, the new and younger part of God's
remnant, since 1922 into the Lord's service of bear­
ing the fruits of the Kingdom. Those longer in His
service might have felt there was unfairness of
treatment on the Lord's part, or on the part of his
visible organization, when the "penny", or the "new
name", was bestowed equally upon all vineyard
laborers, regardless of hours, even those who came
into the field service during the final "hour", or year,
before the disclosure of the "new name". And there
were some who did object to treating all, both new
workers as well as older workers, on the same basis,
assigning positions of further service without con­
sidering "seniority rights" as determinant, but pri­
marily according to faithfulness, efficiency and sin­
cerity of devotion. To those in the parable who com­
plained the goodman of the house said: "Friend. I
do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for
a pennyT Take that thine is, and go thy way: I
will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it
not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own'
Is thine eye evil, because I am good t"-~1att.

20: 13-15.
40 There is no question that those worhing more

than the last hour had "borne the burden and heat
of the day". But they got their penny for which
they had agreed, and it was a matter of graciousness,
beyond their dictation, as to what the goodman of
the house did to compensate the last laborers enter­
ing vineyard service, If any murmurers continued
to be offended and took their penny but went on a
strike against further service for such a hIrer of
labor, they put themselves out of his vineyard serv­
ice. If, however, they righted their viewp;mt by the
goodman's rebuke and appreciated his goodness
toward others and rejoiced in that there were more
laborers brought into the field on the same basis
with them, then they could use their penny in a
right spirit and would gladly remain in the gracious
goodman's service. As to the fulfillment in this dav. ,
the parable leaves it up to each one to hear the
Lord's side of the matter and then choose his course.
39. Wby bad tbe father not done the elder son an,. wrong In provldloll:
the least, and bo", did le11us furtber empbaslZe tbl. trutb In the
parable cODcernlDJ: tbe laborers In the vineyard'
40 If aDY lsbore... contlnued to murmur and struck t>eeause 01 com­
penSlLUon...bat was tbe rellult' but If tbey rllfbted tbelr "lewpolDt In
line with the Iloodman'. rebuke, wbat then?
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n It would be wrong to say that the pamhle of
the prodigal leaves the "elder son" permanently out­
side and that he never went in to the feast. Though
Jesus gave the parable as a corrective answer to
the murmuring Pharisees and scribes then, it was
specially spoken and recorded for our day. Many
of the Pharisees, like Saul of Tarsus, and scribes
and other temporary objectors, did come over to
Jesus' side, together with the hitherto-despised
publicans and sinners. (Acts 6: 7; John 12: 42; Acts
26: 4, 5, 9-12) Remember, too, that the elder son was
still the father's sole heir to the property. The
younger son, though back \vith his father, could not
claim or touch any of his brother's inheritance, Yet
he could still enjoy his father's goodness as a son
and could sen-e him, alongside his brother.

•• If any have been "angry" and felt neglected and
slighted or overshadowed, like the elder son, then
let such now seriously consider the heavenly Father's
entreaty and come in and join in the fea~t, as His
bond-servants do. (Rev. 7: 11, 1~) Let them be like
Joseph in his treatment toward his repentant ten
half brothers, (Gen. 45: 1-15) Let them be like Jesus,
who said: "He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father"; and who rejoiced to receive the penitent
publicans and sinners and who feasted them with
heavenly truths and promises. (John 14: 9) Jehovah
God, the Father, says: "I have no pleasure in the
death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: where­
fore turn yourselves, and live ye." He has no pleas­
ure in the death of the "other sheep" at Armaged­
don. Hence he purposed that his Good Shepherd
should gather them into the fold of safety and pres­
ervation now before that destructi\"e tinal tribula­
tion, (Ezek. 18: 32) Regardless of this loving-kind-
41. Wily Is It "'ronll: to claim that tbe pnrnble or the prodh:nl len'-e9
the elder son permanent!) 00 tbe outside ns p"ctunoll a dlslohertted
• plrltual class?
42 (al If any or the "elMr '00" cia,. han~ relt "angr)" at Ihe reast,
...hom <hould they now Imitate as 10 Ihelr couroe' lbl Re~ardle", or
@u~h ·'fea.st". "hat remainS '-'f!'cure for the faithful remnant. and Cor
lbe exercISe of ""bat qualities doe~ tbe OCCaslOO cow call?

ness to the "other sheep" class today for their sah-a­
tion, the promises of the heavenly inheritance for
the spiritual remnant still remain secure, e\"en
though not treated and discussed so exclusively now.
The occasion calls for Godlike mere\"' from those
who themselves have experienced the F'llther's mercy
(Matt. 5: 7) ; it calls also for generosity and brother­
ly kindness toward the "other sheep", and for a self­
forgetting joy at the vindication of Jehovah's name
and word. "The joy of Jehovah is your strength,"
-Neh. 8: 10, Young.

U The right thing, pleasing to God, is to rejoice
at the consummation of all features of His purpose,
including that concerning the scattered "other sheep",
the "prodigal son" class. Not yet all of this class
have returned to the Father or Fountain of everlast­
ing life by Christ Jesus. )'lany are still herding
swine' but will corne to themselves in the postwar
period. They will then arise and go to the Father
in consecration before the great spiritual famine of
"Christendom" ends up with her destruction at
Armageddon. Those who unselfishly serve the )'lost
High God and who mercifully leave it to Him to
judge those seeking him will imitate God and hi~

Son Christ Jesus in welcoming the repentant "prodi­
gal" class. They will run out with God's message of
salvation to meet them. They will gladly take part
in the feast God spreads for such incoming "other
sheep" and will rejoice that these are back at the
Father's house before Armageddon suddenly rips
forth. Together, remnant and restored "other sheep'
will feast on God's goodness at his temple, Side by
side, with unbreakable love like that between David
and Jonathan, they will serve the heavenly Father
and his King Christ Jesus in proclaiming this gospel
of the Kingdom to all nations for a witness until
the final end comes.
43 What. then. Is the rtllht thinl: to do. pleaqln~ to God. and bo,,"
may this be (letnon<lratetJ b}' all respectlcg Ille remllloicg tultilimenl
of tbe "prod,gnl s" bome-comlng?

PROGRESS IN THE FACE OF OPPOSITION

THE THEOCRATIC GOVEn::o.;;o,lE:o\T of Jehonh is the
principal theme of the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation, and the prayer of God's people from and

after Abel. In harmony with the promise at Matthew 24: 47,
Jehovah God, in 1884, by the chartering of what is now
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, caused to be
brought forth an instrument for the Use of His servant
to rule over his household, "to give them meat in due
season." By zeal and loyalty throu!!,h tribulation and perse­
cution this servant (a class) must prove himself to be
the "faithful and wise servant" under Christ Jesus the
Head and must be prepared for the witness work after the
Lord's coming to the temple in 1918,

Not only Satan and his demons, and worldly govern-

ments under his control 'which frame mischief by law',
oppose the progress of the "ser\'ant's" work, but a very
subtle enemy are the "false Chrl~ts", who, by their fair
speeches and show of good works and great claims, are so
deceptive that only the very elect are safe ThiS has been
noticeably true since 1894, when a violent opposition broke
out at the Society's headquarters in Allegheny, Pennsyl­
vania, and threatened to destroy the work, From 1897 to
1900 continued opposition by some who had been most
active in the Lord's service tended to break up the work.
In 1908 another form of msidious attack was made.

From 1!H4 to 1919 a most desperate attack was made by
worldly governments and by the "evil servant" class, headed
by several self-st)'led leaders who formed corporations and
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associations, each such group claiming to be the ''little
flock" of Christ. In 1918, when Christ Jesus came to the
temple for Judgment, he found such ones to be following
a man who was dead, although it must be said that such
man hail ~~~...11Q~vd the Lord while he lived in the flesh.
Such one~ ,'ne Judge Christ Jesus cut asunder from God's
organization, and laid his hands upon the "society" of his
tried and tested remnant and constituted them the "faith.
ful and wise servant" under himself. He committed to such
"servant" class the earthly "goods", or Kingdom interests,
to be increased. These, together with their earthly com·
panions who have since joined them, recognize as their
Leader the One whom Jehovah God has appointed as such,
namely, Christ Jesus the King. Only Him they follow,
"whithersoever he goeth," despite demonized opposition.
Thus it has come about that, in spite of all such persecu·
tion, government interference, false friends and pseudo
Christs, the Lord's work has kept scheduled time and moved
ahead.

Fifty-nine years ago, m 188-1, the amount of books and
literature placed could be easily counted by thousands.
Kow the annual output runs into many mIllions. Then the
number of the interested oncs was a few hundred, limited
to the l:nited States, while now it runs into as many as
hundreds of thousands, and in all parts of the world. Then
the public took no notice, or laughed in scorn. Now the
lJnited States Supreme Court sits up and takes off its hat,
so to speak, even reversing its previous decisions, in honor
of the justice of G1>d's dcmands through his special "serv.
ant" class. :\Iany State supreme courts have done likewise,
and also the High Court of Australia has recognized the
righteousness of Jehovah's witnesses.

WhJ' all this amid a time of global war? Because Jehovah,
our Commander in Chief, in 1938, estabhshed a unified
command under his Gl'eater Jephthah, ChrI!lt Jesus, and
under hlm the faithful remnant and companions have
declined to drop their Kingdom mtercsts but have pushed
on against the political Ammonites in the face of the most
tremendous opposition against Jeho\·ah'., cause. They have
refused to stop their commissioned Kmgdom serVlce, regard­
less of the or~aIllzed persecution by "the king of the north"
and "the king of the south", They have thereby proved
that thIS work is not of men but is of God and cannot be
overthrown by all fighters agamst it,

The newspaper and radio world, much to thelr chagrm,
have had to acknowledge that Jehovah God has witnesses
in the earth, a "free nation" separate from thlS world and
who refuse to hreak integrIty or to quit as active mmlsters
of the Kingdom gospel endowed with the God-glven free­
dom to preach. On June 29 this year the Boston -'lonitor
(a newspaper), published this news from Berne, Switzer­
land, from which the following is quoted.

"The :\Iunich Latest Nfit'S has reported the arrest of
eighty so-called Bible students. followers of the late Judge
Joseph F. Rutherford (Jehovah's witnesses). The news­
paper characterlzed thcm as ringleaders of prayer and
study groups and said they included three ministers. The
arrests were made in Gestapo raids in :\Iannheim June 21
and 22. Further arrests, searches, and questionings were
carried out among the secret Bibelforscher (Bible student)
groups of Villingen in the Black Forest, Freiburg.im-

Breisgau, and other small towns in the adjacent areas.
Arrests in these smaller villages and cities were made after
the Mannheim raid and on the basis of information acquired
by various meaus. . . . According to the German press,
which carried the news on June 21 and 22 in Southern
Germany, then suddenly smothered further reporting on
the subject, the sectaries arrested were 'very dangerous
borers from within whom we believed exterminated long
ago but who continue underground activity to the detriment
of the German people'.... The National Socialist press
condemned the activities of the persons in no uncertam
terms.... These simple folk seem most firm in their faith.
Recently seven of them were executed. The executions
were marked by the unusual sight of the condemned men's
wives begging them not to sign a renunciation of thelr
faith which might have brought them a pardon. German
public opinion in the regions affected is very excited and
sharply divided on the subject of the arrests. 'Realists'
and those who adhere to the regime fully approve the
arrests.... Others, chiefly those who have been hurt by
the infiltration of war propaganda and politics m church
life, strongly defend the martyrs and beEeve that thelr
arrest is a crime and a sign of the rapid progress of
Germany toward the abyss. Various estimates are heard
as to the numbers and influence of these Bibelforscher.
Most Germans seem to have an idea that they are very wide­
spread. However, since they are proscribed, there is no
way of h.-nowing ,vhether this assumption is justified The
growth of their boldness in recent months is believed to
be due to the gradual disillusionment of the German people,
sinking faith in the regime, and despair caused by the war
'They are growing up like mushrooms,' is an expreSSlOn
frequently heard. Restraint and suppression of these pcople
formerly was the task of the Hess Bureau in Berlin, but
since Rudolf Hess flew to Britain no one has becn found
who can begin to cope with the problem the way the
National Socialists would like. Nazi religious authoritlCs
state that the political significance of these people is null.
... This underground religious movement seems to prevail
more among elder folk than among youth, but, as one [lut
it, 'Today the elder people have more influence on youth
than vice versa.'''

Cabled advices to the above effect were also given out
durmg the week of June 12 in a three-minute broadcast
oYer a Boston radio station. A fuller publicatlOn of the
faIthful progress of our European brethren awaIts the end
of this war. Specially favored are we to be living at thIS
time to see and have part in this most glorious work of
Jehovah and his appointed King. Heretofore the path of
the church has been mostly by faith, with a si~npost here
and there, but now comes tangIble evidence of much greater
work just ahead, namely, the Watchtower Bible College
of Gilead, on land in New York state where, in 19-10, a
misinformed mob gathered to halt the progress of the
building. The first class graduated with merit last Junc
and is entering upon its joyful work, and the next studcnt
body is now at the college. Thus God's "faIthful and wise
servant", the Society, under Christ Jesus, goes victoriously
on, under His leadership, to new triumphs, and to the final
complcte overthrow of Satan and all his wicked hosts, in
complete ,-indication of Jehovah's name. His kingdom under
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Christ has been set up Let all the remnant and their
companions shout "Alleluia!"

THE SERVICE MUST GO ON

We who are consecrated wholly to the Lord are God's
freemen: "For he that is called in the Lord, being a
servant, is the Lord's freeman." (1 Cor. 7: 22) With this
freedom to serve the Theocrat and his King we have ties
and bonds. The ties of our consecration bind us ineseap­
ably to the obligation of being faithful, active, personal
witnesses of the Kingdom of heaven. These blessed bonds
of Theocratic service we know we can not shake from us.
V>,Te would not remove them if we could.

The faithful bond-scn-ant of the Lord will utilize every
means at his disposal, approved by God to carry out his
purposes. For us we know this really means that as
dependable sen'ants and loyal subjects of The Theocracy
we will go from house to house and speak to the people
about the Kingdom. It means we will call back again upon
men of good-will. We will personally stand on the public
streets and direct the attentIon of those hurrying past to
the publications of light and truth, as magazine publishers.
It really means that we will have our personal territOlJ'
for systematic witnessing, will support our local company
organization, and will be one hundred-percent TheocratIc,
standing fast for freedom.

Who of the consecrated people of the Lord are exempt
from these Kingdom requirements Y Are any exempt, or
do all who are God's freemen have the same privileges
and responsibilities? ~one are exempt; all must serve and
maintain integrity. The Watchtower Society urges all con­
seerated persons and all of good-will toward God and his
Kingdom to take part in giving the WItness, because it is
expressly God's will concernmg his people now.

During this time of world-wide war, many mducements
are offered and much pressure is brought to bear in order
to cause the servants of God to turn aside from theIr work,
push the things of God's new world mto the background,
put less time in His serVice, and follow a negligent course,
which, if persisted in, would prove fatal to them. Jehovah's
witnesses are meeting tillS old.world pressure, not by quit­
ting, but by increasing their Kingdom activity. We see
the greatest number of men and women and children
engaged in advertising The TheocratIC Government of all
time. This senice must contmue unabated. The prophet
Nehemiah was one of Jehovah's witnesses, and when the
opposers of God sought to turn him aside from his service
he made reply, and this is our reply now to any who say
we should ease up on our service: "I am doing a great
work, so that I cannot come down: why should the work
cease, whilst 1 leave it, and come down to you '''-Neh. 6: 3.

The snare of fear was likewise set for Nehemiah, when
one who sought to turn him from the service of Jehovah
said to him, 'Let us meet together ... in the temple, and
let us shut the doors of the temple [and lock ourselves in] :
for they will come to slay thee i yea, in the night will they
come to slay thee.' Nehemiah's reply to this was, "Should
such a man as I [a free servant and witness of the Almighty
God] flee' and who is there, that, being as I am [a servant
of Jehovah], would go into the temple w save his life! I
will not go in."-Neh. 6: 10, 11.

Fear, selfishness and lack of integrity toward obligations
constitute a sign of the old world in all manner of moral
bankruptcy by the old and by the young, and includmg
juvenile delinquency. A sign of the new world is junnile
integrity; it is honor and uprightness by the old and by
those who are young in years, little childl~n of the Kintz,
whose faith, faithfulness and purity in Christian linng
mark them as lifting high the standard of the Lord now.
Their numbers are increasing. Their service must contmue.
Isaiah, chapter 62, states, concerning the persistency of
the Theocratic free organization: "For as a young man
marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the
bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thv God
rejoice over thee. I have set watchmen upon thy \V~lls, 0
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor
night: :re that make mention of the LoRD, keep not silence,
and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make
Jerusalem a praise in the earth.... Go through, go
through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people i cast
up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up
a standard [the Theocratic standard of FREEDOM IN THE

NEW WORLD] for the people."
Speaking to his consecrated people, the remnant of

spiritual Israel and their companions, Jehovah's witnesses
all, the Almighty God states his purpose and gives his
sure word. Now, when the totalitarian "king of the north"
and the democratic "king of the south" struggle for world
domination, and both ''kings'' try to block the work of
the free nation keeping the truth, God says: "Fear not
for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east,
and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north
[which has exercised totalitarian restraint J, Give up; and
to the south [which tries to hold back God's servants1,
Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters
from the ends of the earth; even every one that is called
by my name: for 1 have creatcd him for my glory....
Ye are my WItnesses, saith the LORD, and my sen'ant whom
I have chosen.... Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD,
that 1 am God."-Isa. 43: 5, 6, 7, 10, 12.

Around this earth Jehovah's witnesses stand firm for
The TheocratIc Government and FREEDOM, in America and
in other lands. Their work is not finished God's Kingdom
is not finished; God's Kingdom is just begun. Just as surely
as there is a God in the new heavens, just so surely does
he have a faithful people upon the earth. :\lany of .Jehovah's
witnesses suffer under the military heel of totalitarian
powers in many countries, but their work is not done and
their devotion to the King Christ Jesus is not past. They
have the love and favor of the :Most High, and, by his
grace, as they gain opportunity, to the service they must
and will go, because that is their commiSSIOn. If it is God's
will for them w thus serve again, no power of the old
world can prevent their doing so.

No matter what is brought to bear against any of the
servants of the Lord, no matter in what country they are,
no matter what regimentation is established by totalitarian
rulers, no matter how harsh the treatment in concentration
camps, no matter how unjust the judges, no matter how
great the mob violence, no matter what fonn opposition
to God's free nation may take, the sen;ce must go on.
Jehovah's witnesses will not give up the cause They will
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stand true and steadfast and continue to preach "this
gospel of the Kingdom" until the very end, even though
death be the toll. As Job said, so they say: ''While my

breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in m)' nostrils;
my lips shall not speak wickedness, ... till I die I will
not remove mine integrity from me."-Job 27: 3·5.

PHARAOH, OPPRESSOR OF THE FREE

"pHARAOH" was the common title given to the
ancient kings of Egypt. It means "sun", and was
given to indicate that the Pharaohs ruled the earth

as the sun dominated and outshone all in the heavens,
according· to Egyptian concept. Secular history is obscure
as to the Identity of many of the Pharaohs, particularly
in some of the dynasties. Nor does the BIble record help
in this respect, it, for the most part, referring to the Egyp­
tian kings merely by the term "Pharaoh". It is the
official position of the ruler that is of prophetic significance,
not the individual's identit)·; hence the Bible generally
does not concern itself with the latter.

Still, it is well to remember that the term "Pharaoh" is
used to designate different characters, not just one person.
There was the Pharaoh of Abraham's time, also the right­
eously-disposed one of Joseph's days, who was used in a
drama to picture Jehovah God. Next to appear in the
Bible record is the Godless one who arose long after
Joseph's death and launched a vicious campaign of perse­
cution against the rapidly multiplying Israelites. Cruel
taskmasters were set over the enslaved descendants of
Jacob, who were exploited in a public-works program of
the state and were made the victims of an infanticidal
edict by Pharaoh to curtail their manpower. (Ex. 1: 7-22)
This occurred at the time of ~Ioses' birth. Eighty years
later, the time of the exodus, oppression of God's people
by the Pharaohs was still the order of the day. Consensus
of opinion holds that the Pharaoh inauguratmg the perse­
cution prior to Moses' birth and the infamous Pharaoh of
the exode were separated by the reign of one other Pharaoh.
Many kings followed the hardhearted Pharaoh of the ten
plagues, some even being named in Holy Writ; but atten­
tion is here confined primarily to the notorious one reign­
ing at the time of the exodus.

The very first words appeanng in the Di.....ine Record
as coming from the lips of this Pharaoh show his attitude
toward freedom of worship, and the poSItIOn he persistently
maintained until his destructIOn at God's hands: "Who is
Jehovah, that I should hearken unto his voice to let Israel
goT I know not Jehovah, and moreover I WIll not let Israel
go." (Ex. 5: 2, A. R. V.) Moses and Aaron had appeared
before the Egyptian king and stated that God had com·
manded the Israelites to go three days' journey into the
wilderness and hold a sacrificial feast unto Him, else divine
wrath would come upon them. Pharaoh defied Jehovah,
denied freedom to worship the Most High, and condemned
any loss of time from secular work. To that religIOUS totali­
tarian time spent in Jehovah's sen'Ice was wasted, and vain,
and inimical to the welfare of the state. Branding them
as idlers, he increased their burdens of secular work so
as to consume all their time and energy and crowd out
entirely any service to Jehovah.-Ex. 5: 1-9.

To visualize today in proper perspective these prophetic
happenings of nearly thirty-five centuries ago, it is here

stated that Egypt typified the "present evil world" and
that the Egyptian ruler, Pharaoh, represented Satan the
Devil primarily, the invisible ruler and god of this world.
(Rev. 11: 8 j John 14: 30; 2 Cor. 4: 4) Now, as the deal­
ings of this ancient Pharaoh with the people of God un­
fold, note the striking correspondency with these days of
state exaltation above God, wherein Jehovah's serVIce work
is impatiently brushed aside by world rulers as "vain" and
time-wasting, inasmuch as it docs not contribute to the
self-centered interests of modern, militaristic "Egypt".

Jehovah, the God of the free, pushes the fight for free
worship, and this for his name's sake. (Ex. 6: 1-8) He
directs his people in the conduct of the war. Moses and
Aaron shO'v miracles in Pharaoh's presence, and signs and
wonders indicative of divine power multiply. To no avail.
Pharaoh's heart is hardened and he calls forth his religIOUS
magicians and sorcerers, who, by demon power, mimic
the works of Jehovah's two witnesses. (Ex. 7: 11) Today
the prophetically foretold signs of the times indicate that
these are the last da)'s of Satan's world and that Christ's
kingdom is established and will soon hold full sway in
the earth, and these signs are pointed to by Jehovah's
witnesses as they fulfill the greatest sign, ''this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached." (Matt. 24: 14) Instead
of giving heed, Devil-mspired rulers of the religionized
world call for "more religion" to counteract by its false
prophets the work of God. But just as Pharaoh's priests
were forced eventually to admit the "finger of God" in
the plagues, and were themselves afflicted by them, so
haughty religionists at this time will in the end be put
to complete shame.-Ex. 8: 19; 9: 11.

As the Egyptians were smitten by each plague, Pharaoh
would make promises of free worship to the IsraelItes:
then when the plague was lifted the agreement wa'S
scrapped. (Ex. 8: 8, 15,28,32) Words and promises con­
cerning freedom were 'plentIful, but the practIcal apphca­
tion thereof was wantmg. On one occasIOn desperate
Pharaoh conceded: "Go ye, sacrifice to your God m the
land [of Egypt J.n He would permit WOrshIp of God, but
not in God's prescribed way. The journey to the wilderness
and the privilege of sacrificing there In harmony with Jeho­
vah's requirements were denied. Moses avoided the snare,
answering: "It IS not meet so to do, for we shall sacrifice
the abomination of the Egyptians to Jehovah our God."
(Ex. 8: 25, 26, A.R.Y.) How familiar this offer of Pharaoh's
sounds to Jehovah's witnesses today! The antityplCal
Pharaoh, Satan, puts the same subtle offer lD the mouths
of his worldlings. To Jehovah's ministers they say: 'You
may freely worship and practice your religion, but do it
as others do. Hold your services in church buildings, and
don't go from house to house annoying people and disturb­
ing their religious susceptibilities. Conform yourselves to
the customs of the land, and you may thus worship freely.'
Like the Israelites, Jehovah's gospel-proclaimers reJect
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Devil-substitute forms of worship and cling to God's wor­
ship "in spirit and in truth". Political speeches, vaporings
of human wisdom and philosophy, and bingo gambling may
satisfy the religious subjects of the antitypical Pharaoh,
but they do not meet the requirements of practical Chris­
tianity established by the itincrant Preacher, Christ Jesus.

When warning of thc seventh plague, grievous hail, was
given, some of Pharaoh's servants gave heed thereto, others
dId not. (Ex. 9: 20, 21) Prior to the eighth plague Pharaoh's
servants pleaded with him, beseeching him to let the Israel­
ites go, saying, "Knowest thou not yet that Egypt is
destroyed 1" But Pharaoh's policy was 'Rule or ruin'. Hard
pressed, he dickered with Moses: "Go, serve the LORD your
God: but who are they that shall go 1" When Moses un­
compromisingly said that all the Israelites, young and old,
with their flocks and herds, Pharaoh in a rage drove the
man of God from his presence.-Ex. 10: 7-11.

The locusts came. That plague was followed by the ninth,
darkness over the land of Egypt, darkness so intense it
could be "felt". Once more in desperation Pharaoh called
in Moses, and said: "Go ye, serve Jehovah; only let your
flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also
go with you." This latest concession, like its predecessors,
was rejected. Why 1 Moses' answer gives the reason: "Thou
must also give into our hand sacrifices and burnt-oiierings,
that we may sacrifice unto Jehovah our God. Our cattle
also shall go with us; there shall not a hoof be left behind;
for thereof must we take to serve Jehovah our God; ~nd

we know not with what we must serve Jehovah, until we
come thither." (Ex. 10: 24-26, A. R. V.) Pharaoh would
ostensibly let them freely worship, yet at the same time
depriving them of the wherewithal required to render
acceptable sacrifices unto Jehovah. He was still dictating
and infringing upon their manner of worship. He would
send the worshipers away empty-handed, minus the all­
important animals for sacrifice. Today the manner of wor­
ship recommended by religious politicians as fitting for
Jehovah's witnesses would fall far short of God's require­
ment to "offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips", and doing so "publicly, and
from house to house".-Heb. 13: 15; Acts 20: 20.

Furiously the Egyptian monarch stormed: "Get thee
from me, . . . see my face no more!" and threatened
God's witness Moses with death on sight thereafter. (Ex.
10 : 28) The devastating tenth plague swept through the
land, and in its wake a great lamentation rose up from all
the Egyptians, including Pharaoh. The death of Egypt's
firstborn! Forgotten by Pharaoh were his threats. He sent

for Moses and Aaron, told them to leave the land, to take
also their flocks and herds; no strings were attached this
time by the terror-stricken Pharaoh. The Israelites departed
heavily laden, and accompanied by a mixed multitude of
non-Israelites who had profited wisely by the display of
Jehovah's power.

To truly picture the fighting of the Devil and his hosts
right up to their bitter end at Armageddon, Jehovah
hardened the heart of this ancient Egyptian foe of free­
dom, and after the Israelites' departure Pharaoh mobilized
all his military might and sped after them. Soon thereafter
he and his organization were overwhelmed and destroyed
in the swirling waters of the Red sea. None escaped. (Ex.
14: 24-28) Then exultingly sang Moses and the Israelites:
"Jehovah is a man of war: Jehovah is his name. Pharaoh's
chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea; and his
chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sea. The deeps cover
them: they went down into the depths like a stone." (Ex
15: 3-5, A. R. V.) Similar disastrous ends await all oppres­
sors of the free ones of Jehovah's earthly organization.

At the time of the exodus Egypt was the world power.
In it idolatry and polytheism flourished, and God's name­
people were oppressed, thereby bringing reproach on His
name. That his people might freely worship, and for his
great name's sake, he performed the foregoing mighty acts
(Ex. 7: 5; 14: 4; 2 Sam. 7: 23; Neh. 9: 10) Likewise when
modern "Egypt" ascends to its zenith of power in the
postwar era religion will be elevated high and Jehovah's
true worship trodden underfoot. Despite this, however,
Jehovah's name shall be declared by his witnesses, and
his almighty power demonstrated before all creation when
he acts on a far grander scale than in ancient Egypt and
at the Red sea. That is the reason the antitypical Pharaoh,
Satan, has been allowed to remain and defy Jehovah for
so long.-Ex. 9: 16, Leeser.

Jehovah warns those who claim to serve him and take
his name, as does "Christendom", yet who trust in Satan's
world because of its visible display of strength. ''Woe to
the rebellious children . . . that make a league [with
Egypt], . . . that set out to go down into Egypt . . . to
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and
to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt!" "The Egyptians
are men, and not God, and their horses flesh, and not spirit
and when Jehovah shall stretch out his hand, both he that
helpeth shall stumble, and he that is helped shall fall,
and they all shall be consumed together." (Isa. 30: 1-3,
31: 1-3, A. R. V.) Wise men of good-will toward God will
heed His warning, so timely now.

FIELD EXPERIENCE
A WILLING VOLUNTEER (DUNFERMLINE, SCOTLAND)

"Weare rejoicing here over a new publisher, an elderly
gentleman of 72, who has come fully into the work since
last Memorial, April 19. Before then he had been to a
few Watchtower studies and had had a Children study
for three months. He was anxious to get into the witnessing
field, and when the announcement of the field-service
arrangements was made after the Memorial service he
walked a good mile to the meeting place on the Sunday.
Afterwards he said to me: 'I'm going to start and work

round my own home tomorrow.' So we got a start there on
the Monday and managed to arrange a home-study on the
third call. After playing the lecture recording through
he said: 'Shall we take a few questions from the Model
Study booklet with hed' So we got down to it. That eve­
ning he said to me : 'I suppose you won't be along tomorrow,
so shall I start where we left off or shall I call on that
lady again l' Now he comes to all the meetings and works
his own assignment near home in accordance with Organ­
ization Instructions."


