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.. And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." • lwtZh 54:IJ.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
TH AT JEHOVAH is the only true God and is from everlasting

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver of
life to his creatures; that the Logos was the begInning of his
creation, and :11S active agent in the creation of all other thmgs,
and is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed with all power
in heaven and earth, as the Chief Executive Officer of Jehovah;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect man
for the earth and placed him upon It; that man willfully
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by reason
of Adam's wrong act all men are born smners and without the
right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was made human as the man Jesus and
suffered death in order to produce the ransom or redemntive
price for obedient ones of mankmd; that God raised up jesus
divine and exalted him to heaven above every other creature
and above every name and clothed him With all power and
authOrity;

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION IS a Theocracy called Zion,
and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anomted and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are clllldren of Zion, members of
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege It is to testlfy to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare his
purposes toward mankInd as expressed in the BIble. and to bear
the fruIts of the Kingdom before all who will hear;

THAT THE OLD WORLD ended in A. D. 1914, and the Lord
Jesus Christ has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of
authority, has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to
the establlshment of the "new earth" of the New World;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth can
come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under Chnst,
which has now begun; that the Lord's next great act is the
destruction of Satan's organization and the complete establlsh­
ment of rlghteousness In the earth. and that under the KIngdom
the people of good-will that sun'lVe Armageddon shall carry
out the divine mandate to "fill the earth" With a nghteous race.

"CALL TO ACTIO:"" ASSI:)tBLY
Three hundred cIties from coast to coa~t have been selected

for the natlOn-\nde gathenngo of Jeho\uh's people dUllng the "Call
to Action" Testimony Penod, m the month of Apnl. The Asspmbly
days are Saturday and Sunday, .\pnI17 and IS. 1943, Just before
the date for celebratmg the melUorlal of Christ's death. In lme
with transportatIOn and fuel n"tlldIOIlS. thIS sprcadmg of
assembly pomts Will obnate all need of long.distance traveling
and Will make the Assembly accPs,lble to e\'cryone makmg a little
effort to attend Bpcause of the Importance of each feature, all
gathenngs \'1"111 follow Identlcall)' the same program, With like
materials for presentation. It will be two days of edlfymlr a,soel­
stlon together m field Set"l"lCe, wor,hlp, speCIal exhortatlOll and
instruction. All persons beanng good-will should be urgeu and
helped to attend ThiS Will be a most worthy prelimmary to
observing the Lord's supper the next day. Get m tourh wlth the
local company of Jehovah's \ntnes~es for fuller facts, or, if
necessary, wnte us for assembly-polOt addresses nearest to you.

"WATCHTOWER" STUDIES
Week of ~lay 16: "Suffenng Precedes First Resurrection,"

11' 1-14 inclush-e, The Watchtower Apnl 15, 1943.
Week of ~Iay 23: "Suffermg Precedes First Resurrection,"

11' 15-29 mclusi\'e, Th. Watchtower April 15,1943.
Week of ~1ay 30; "Preaching to SPlnts in Prison,"

11' 1-20 inclusive, Th. Watchtower Apnl 15, 1943.

ITS MISSION

THIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling the
people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed
in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction speCifically

designed to aid Jehovah's Wltnesses and all people of good-will.
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It Pllblishes
SUitable material for radio broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religIOn, parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without reserva­
tion for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Chnst his beloved
King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examina­
tion of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not in­

dulge in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.

YunLY SunSCUIPTtOK PRICE

ONlrED STATES. $1.00; all other eountrleo. $1.~O. AmerleaD eurreDey:
GREAT BRITAIN. At'STIL\LASU•• ASD SOl:TH AFRICA. 6•. AmerlcaD rem,t·
taDCell should be made by Postal or Express ~loDey Ordl't' or b) llank
Draft. Dritlsb. South .Urlcsn and AustralaolaD remilllmce. .houl<1
be made dlreet to the resJle"th'e branch omce.. Rem I tt:lnces from
countries otber than thOlle mentioned may be made to the Brool.l) 0

otTIce. bot by l"terllaho"at Pootal ~foney Order only.

FonEIOK OP'P'ICEa

Brlt .." ...... ....... 3~ Cra\'en Terrace. London. W ~. Fn~lnnd

AlI.trola.ta" '__00"'" 7 Bereoford Road. Stratbtleld. :0;. S W.. Australia
SOllth Afrtc/l" _.__.._.. BOlItOD House. Cape Towu. South Africa
I"dlo" __.._•....._ _ _ 40 Colaba Road. Bomho)' 1;. IDdia

Pleaoe addreu the Society In e..er'}· eue.

TraDslatlons of thla lODrnal appear tn several laDl:Uages

ALL SI:O;CERE STt:DE~TS OF THE BIULE who by reaoon ot
Intlrmlt)·, po..erty or ad' e..'ty are unable to pa.. the subscrtptlon rrlre
rna' h:1"e The lI'otclltoK'er free UPOD written appllcatloD to the pubhhl.or',
mnde once earh TPar. ~taling the reason tor so requpstlnJ: it. We are
jtlact to thus old the Deedy. but tbe written appllcatloD once eacll rear
I.! required by the postal rei\llotloUB.

Nottce to SYb.cnb". AckDowledgmeDt of a Dewar a N'De'l'l'lll cub·
scr,ptlon ..ill he sent only wheD requcste" Chan~e ot 3d,)rec. "heD
reque:,te<l, may be exp('cted to af1pear 011 ortctres" Ir:.bcl wUllln one month
A renewal blank (eorr) mjt notice of expJratlon) "Ill be .eot wltb lhe
journal ODe mODth before the subscription expires.

PrlDted 10 the United States at America
Entered a••eeO'lId·rla•• I~atter at tho po.' oJ1lce at DrooU1"', .V r.

yntlcr lI,e Act of Varcll 3. 1819

"CALL TO ACTION" TESTUlO::"iY PERIOD
The three·month TVatd/tower campaIgn u. llOW In its final

month (Apnl), which month I~ deSignated "Call to ActIOn" Testl'
mony Penod Certnmly With all eVldence~ multlplymg UI the eartb
tbat tbe world I, m Its "time of the end" thiS I' no tmle for m·
actIOn on the part of·tho'!e who seek to sun'ln mto tbe ncw world,
Psalm 147 emphatlCnll)' shows It lS tmle for actIOn In pl1lbln:;
Jehovah God, wbo plovldes tbe new world anu Its Thcocratlc
Go\ernment. With sprUlg begmnmg, nll Kmgdom pub!lshers and
ll'atciltol1'er reader, should arouse themselves to United nctl\ltv
m thiS educatIOnal camp:ugn. Let as many people as pos~lble ha\p
the opportunity to take advantage of the speCial otTer, of a \\ hole
year's Watchtower subscription and the booll: Th. lI'ew World and
the booklet Peace-Can It Last' on a contributIOn of but $1.00
Obey the dlvme call to praISe Jehovah and to let blS word run
swiftly through the earth. (Ps.147: 15) We shaH welcome mqUlry
from every mterested subSCriber or reader who w:mts to share 10

thiS united testimonv here In America and elscwhere whcrc tbls
magazme may still "be clrculatcd. We shall be glad to put any
such 1tl touch with the local company of KmgdOlu pubhshers \.. ltb
whom to jom in action.

"FIGHTING FOR LIBERTY ON THE HO;\IE FROlliT"
The front cover of this new 32-page hooklet WIll strike

your eye, as It attractively depiCts the several \'I tal and greatly
(Co","",u.d 0'" page 127)
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SUFFERING PRECEDES FIRST RESURRECTION
"Do good; and du;ell for evermore. For the Lord lot"eth judgment, and torsaketh not his saints; they are

presen.:ed for erer."-Ps. 37: 27, 28.

JEHOYAH is good and upright, because he is
righteous. ~rercifnllyhe points out the right way
to those who have erred. "Good and upright is

the LORD: therefore he pointeth out to sinners the
right way." (Ps. 25: S, Leeser's translation) Those
who realize they haye taken the wrong way and who
are afflicted in spirit hecause of it Jehovah invites to
"'taste and see that the LORD is good". He assures
them that the young lions depend upon their own
strength and might and yet do suffer hunger, but
that ·they that seek after the Lord shall not want any
good things'. (P~. 34: S, 10) Such as seek him find
that Jehovah's goodness and mercy follow them all
the days of their life, though they be in the midst
of the enemies of truth and righteousness. (P:=-. 23: 6)
Such goodness, experienced while yet wickedness
prevails in the earth and causes so much suffering,
is merely a foretaste of J e!loyah's boundless good­
ness which those who "do good" shall forever enjoy
in the Xew \Yorld of righteousness. Therefore all
those who loye life and want to see good for many
days must now depart from evil-doing and must do
well.-Ps. 3-1: 12-14.

2 How can Almighty God he good ,,-hen he permits
cruel oppression upon the people, besides which they
are affiicted with war, famines. earthquakes, pesti­
lences, storms, floods, and other large-scale death­
dealing force:,;? Can God be good when he looks on
while those who seek to do right and to liye in har­
mony with the Bihle suffer persecution and death at
the hands of lawless, selfish and violent men 1 Yes;
and the end of the matter proves it oYerwhelmingly.
His permission of such deeds and conditions is no
reason for charging Jehovah God with being the
source of such and being responsible therefor. The
Devil and his demons are the chargeable ones. Reli­
gion has greatly blasphemed and defamed God's
name by telling men that by such distressing means
God is punishing them in order to turn them to
religion and to obedience to its priests. In so instruct-
~hat doe~ Jeho\'''h point out to repentant .Inne... and Into
"'hat le\elatlon of himself .10.... he imlte tbem' (b) or "'hat Is tbls
I:ooon""s no" a (oretaBte. and wbat must those do who ",ant to enJoy
It man)' dZl\.,?
2, W11\ '" t;oo'. gOOllne'. not ,1I_pro\ e,l by his permls.lon of enl and
wlcl..edue,•• and 110\\ ooes rehglon expo.e Itself ou thiS question 1

ing the people religion shows it is not of God, but
is of God's enemies, the wicked demons. Religion
never succeeds in bringing the people to God. It
brings them into the clutches of the clergy and under
the power of a demonized priesthood, and increases
the mental distress, confusion and bondage of the
people. Despite the accusations by religion, God's
goodness stands out beyond denial: "The living God,
which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all
things that are therein: who ill times past suffered
all nations to walk in their own wavs. 1\evertheless
he left not himself without witnes~, in that he DID

GOOD, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful
seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladne~s."

-Acts 14: 15-17.
3 God might justly have been more severe before

now. \Vby' His own Word declares: "For there is
not a just man upon earth, that doeth good. and
sinneth not." (Eccl. 7: 20) "The LORD looked down
from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there
were any that did understand, and seek Gou. They
are all gone aside, they are all together become
filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one."
(Pss. 14: 2,3; 55: 2, 3) "For we have before proved
both .rews and Gentiles, that they are all uncler S1l1;

as it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one."
~Rom. 3: 9, 10) Then the one who honestly sees the
plight of humankind cries out: "If thou, LORn,
shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall stand!
But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest
he feared." (Ps. 130: 3, 4) Hence, instead of his long­
suffering toward imperfect, selfish, wayward man­
kind the Creator might have taken more drastic
action and wiped the earth clean of them all. Remem­
ber the flood of more than four thousand years ago.
1,65G years after the creation of man upon this earth,
It operated to cleanse the earth that was filled with
violence and extreme wickedness of men whose everY
imagination was only evil continually. Only God"s
promise now stands against repeating such flood,

• No human could have survived the deluge except

3. Why, and ",Ith what Scriptural lI1uBtration to sbow In support, could
God JUBUy ba\'e !><!en more severe toward bumanklnd before 1943'
4. How ....88 It that any bnmana could survive tbat deluge. and \\'h~'

lU,
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by being forewarned and then being miraculollsly
protected and preserved throughout the one year
and ten days that the floodwaters were upon the
earth until the great sea basins were formed to take
care of them. In fairness and mercy Jehovah God
did give many years of warning b): a preacher of
righteousness, ~oah. Then, ,,,hile a whole world was
being destroyed about them, God displayed his
power to preserve a handful of humans, who believed
his word and feared his power to execute the wicked.
Eight humans survived that world disaster, in an
ark built at God's command and according to His
design.

5 'Yere it not for the survival of those eight souls
by God's direct provision there would not be any
human race on earth now, except by his producing
a new race descended from new parents of God's
direct creation. "'hen the flood struck, no ransom
had yet been paid to God to redeem what rebellious
Adam had lost, and hence no resurrection of any
of the antediluvian dead would have been possible.
It was first more than two thousand veal'S later that
Jehovah God sent his only begotte~ Son to earth
and provided through him the ransom. 'Vhy, then,
Almighty God did not wipe out all humans at the
flood or before, and why he has shown such for­
bearance with the race till now, will transpire as
this subject unfolds. Suffice it to say that His unim­
peachable goodness stands reYealed in bringing
Noah and his family alive out of the ark into an
earth wherein was no violence or wickedness. Those
that engaged in such things had been removed from
the face of the ground. Then while Noah and his
household were worshiping their Savior free from
all molestation by such violent and wicked ones, there
came from heaven this dh-ine mandate: "Be fruitful,
and multiply, and replenish the earth." (Gen. !): 1,7)
Noah's sons and their wives fulfilled this mandate
only in a typical way, foreshadowing its complete
fulfillment by men of good-\\'ill on earth in the New
"~orld. The time for this is near at hand.

6 Through Noah's household the good Lord God
gave the second righteous start to the human family.
The original start God gave in Eden's garden, and
it was a perfect as well as righteous start. Hence
it is written: "Lo, this only have I found, that God
hath made man upright; but they have sought out
many inventions." (Eccl. 7: 29) Also the prophet
~Ioses declares: "Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways
are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity,
just and right is he. They have corrupted themselves,
their spot is not the spot of his children: they are
a perverse and crooked generation." (Deut. 32: 3-5)
5. (a) How does It come thnt tbere ,s a human rnce on enrth todny.
and how does Jehovah's I;oo<lnes. stnnd reveole<l therein? (b) What wns
theu ISSUe<! to :Soah on<l householtl tbnt account' (or the rnce today?
G. What kind of start dl<l God orlginally g,ve tbe human race, and bow so?

Jehovah God created the first man and his mate
perfect, innocent, sinless. To them He gave the law
of life everlasting. Not only they, but their offspring,
might enjoy that life everlasting in an Eden on earth.
To Adam and Eve God sent forth this divine man­
date: "Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth,
and subdue it, and rule over fish of the sea, and over
fowl of the heavens, and over every living thing that
is creeping upon the earth." (Gen. 1: 28, Y ow/g's)
There was then peace on earth. No wicl;:edness
existed; and the lower animal creation were all sub­
jected to a perfect human master.

T Take sharp notice of this, then, that God did not
purpose that earth should be a place of war, calamity,
suffering, and death to man. Neither did God purpose
that suffering of any kind should be a condition
before man could gain everlasting life on earth.
Adam and Eve had perfect conditions under which
to fulfill the divine mandate to the ends of the earth.
They had the divine law and the warning against
disobeying it. They had the rigl.t to perfect life on
earth. They could make that right to life permanent
by keeping their integrity or innocence toward their
~laker, lovingly obeying his law under the painless
test of obedience, which test God laid upon them.
God gave them the truth, and there was no religion
on earth. Hence there were no wicked ones to perse­
cute Adam and Eve or to make them suffer unjustly
for keeping God's law blamelessly and worshiping
Him as holy, true, supreme and almighty.

s Certainly, then, the sufferings of the human
familY can in no wise be traced to Jehovah God.
The ~ace has its first parents to blame for being
plunged into imperfection, sin and wickedness, and
death, amid evil conditions on earth. (Rom. 5: 12;
1 Cor. 15: 21, 22) :\Ian has religion to thank for i:>uch,
which religion Adam and Eve adopted in Eden in
place of continuing to worship Jehovah God. (Gen.
3: 1-5; 2 Cor. 11: 3, 13-15) :\loreover, for almost six
thousand years, from martyred Abel forward, J eho­
,-ah God has r.aised up his witnesses to testify against
religion and its sins and to point the people to the
worship of God in spirit and in truth. Had mankind
heeded these Jehovah's witnesses and not scoffed
at them, despitefully used them and religiously tried
to destroy them and their message from God, the
situation on earth would be far different todav.
Instead of totalItarian oppression, a government ~f
God's own establishment and operation, that is, a
Theocracy, would be the accepted rule of the people
throughout the earth. Its blessings would be abound­
ing to a people free from want, free from war,
dictatorship and aggression, free from demon rule

7. Ho\v <lId conditions In I::<len show It was not God's purpose tbat earth
sbould be a plnce of sulIering for man?
8 To whom and "hat. then, must sulIerlng o( the humnn Cnmily be
trnee<!. nnd what "ould I.>e tbelr earthly con<lltlon to<lay hn<l they
bee<le<! Jehovah's w,tnesses?
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and religious confusion, and free from even the fear
of death. (Matt. 23: 34-38; Ps. 2: 10-12; Jer. 23: 22)
But it is not so now. Why, then, has God permitted
Adam and Eve to start a fallen race outside of Eden,
and then permitted this race to exist on and to suffer
these thousands of years , Not only that, but, Why
has Jehovah God permitted lovers of right and
truth, his own witnesses, to suffer wicked abuse,
persecution and martyrdom unjustly at the hands
of the fallen, disobedient, religionized race' God's
'Vord answers.

THE ISSUE

8 The Devil, not God, forced suffering upon human­
kind. God lias permitted the suffering of his faithful
creatures on earth solely to serve the loftiest pur­
pose. A serious issue of the greatest importance has
been forced, which issue affects the well-being and
good of the entire universe and not merely of man.
Its settlement requires SUffering of creatures on
earth. From eternity past and until man's rebellion
in Eden there was no question of Almighty God's
supremacy and universal domination. :\Ian did not
raise it. Who did f ),Ian's invisible overlord, Lucifer,
the "anointed cherub". He was in Eden and was
stationed over man by Jehovah God for man's good
and to maintain Jehovah's domination representa­
tively in the earth. It was a Theocratic arrangement,
and it was good. This mighty spirit creature, Lucifer,
was unseen to the eyes of .\dam and Eve. There is
no record that he materialized in flesh and mani­
fested himself to them. As a creation and son of
Jehovah Lucifer was perfect and glorious. To him
these words are addressed: "Thou hast been in
Eden the garden of God; ... Thou art the anointed
cherub that covereth [God's interests in connection
with man] ; and I have set thee so: . , . Thou wa!:>t
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity wa:, founel in thee.... Thine
heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast
corrupted thy \\'isdom by reason of thy hrightness."
(Ezek.:!S: 13-17) Lucifer's name means ·'brightness".
Being lifted up with pride, he fell into condemnation
as a devil.-l Tim. 3: 6.

10 Lucifer knew of God's law issued to Adam and
his wife: "Of the tree of the knowledge of good and
e\ril, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the dav that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.'" (Gen.
2: 17) As "cherub" or invisible overlord appointed
hy JehoYah, Lucifer was obligated to enforce that
law. He must act as God's executioner should man
break it by disobedience. Faithfulness required
Lucifer to uphold the majesty of God's law and act
according to it as supreme. Would Lucifer rule that
humankind should obey it rather than any creature?
tl Wbo (orced _ulferlng upon humankind, and by reason ot "hat Issue'
and \\hat was the oettlng In Eden at tbe time' .
1U lJecause ot hIS posillon, "'hat ''''AO Lucl fer obll~:lted to uphold and
enforce, lind upon "hat COUrbe ot aggressIOn did he set out?

Lucifer chose to flout God's law and to substitute
for it his own law or ruling. In Eden he stood at
the fountainhead of the human race. He saw the
opportunity to set himself up over the race as god
and to dominate it as God Jehovah dominates the
universe. For Lucifer the gaining of control of the
earth would be the start of a movement to usurp
univl'rsal domination out of the hands of Jehovah.
Lucifer was sure he could awaken selfishness in
others and thereby win others to his side both in
earth and in heaven. Anyway, reasoned he, what
right has Jehovah to the universal domination,
especially if someone stronger than he shows up!
Why should not Lucifer make himself the total i­
tari~n ruler of earth and all the universe' To this
nefarious ambition against his Father and Go<1
Lucifer yielded and set out upon a course of aggres­
sion. Therebv he made himself God's adversary, or,
"Satan." (S;e Isaiah 14: 12-14.) ~lan becam~ the
first victim of Lucifer's aggression, He challeng-ed
the supremacy and unh-ersal domination of J eho­
vah. That now became the issue.

11 By means of a demonized serpent Lucifer, now
Satan, hacl~ed away first at the dignity of God's la\\'
and questioned its application to humankind. He
argued it was misframed, invalid on its face, dis­
criminatory. :\Ian, even judging for himself, shoul(l
see that it was wrong and oppressive, depriYing man
of his ri~hts and liherties. Satan, by the serpent,
induced Eye to believe this. He thus maligned God's
name as the Supreme Judge and LawgiYer, and
represented God's word as a lie and falsity. He
challenged God's right to domination in the earth.
and hence in the rest of the universe. Knowing of
his own authority as God's executioner, traitorOll'i
Lucifer said to Eve: "Ye shall not surely die." So
"the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtllty", and
she selfishly broke the perfect and supreme law of
God. Adam, confronted with the situation, refused
to prove Satan a serpent and liar, or to uphoill
Jehovah's universal domination, the supremacy of
Hi~ law, the truth of His word, and the honor and
holiness of His name as God. Rather than he
estranged from his wife and possibly be deprived of
her by execution of the penalty of God's law, Adalll
chose to retain her selfishly and maintain peace in
the family by adopting together with Eve the religlOll
of Devil worship. Adam sinned.

12 Having thus gained man to his side of the issue
of universal domination, renegade Lucifer then set
himself up as a law unto himself. He refused to ful­
fill his office as a subject of Jehovah, whom he now
defied. He refused to punish sin and disobedience
against God and execute the wicked. His failure to
~ did SatAn arl:\le to Eve concerning God'. law and mall~n
God's name and po81t1on" and with ....bat result?
12. How <.lId tbe renegade LUCIfer Bet blmselt up a. a law unto blmselt.
and wbat must Jeho'ab God tben do toward Adam and Eve?
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put Adam and Eve to death that day was the first
case of non-feasance in office. Lucifer chose not to
act as executioner of God, in order to give the lie
to God's law which fixed the penalty, death. Jehovah
God must enforce his own law. He executed it against
Adam and Eve, first depriving them that "day" of
their right to life and then driving them out of Eden
to die before a "da)T" or period of one thousand
years was up. (2 Pet. 3: S) Hence. instead of serving
as executioner of God, Lucifer's work hecame that
of a murderer, because he was the inducer to the
Hin which brought man's death.-Jolin S: -14; 1 John
3: 12, 15.

13 Lucifer's wicked course and his success with
Adam and Eve set in doubt the integrity of J eho­
vah's entire intelligent living universe. His estab­
lished government over the Edenic earth had been
C'orrupted, and his name and universal domination
had been set on issue therehv. Immediatelv there­
fore, at Eden, Jehovah made' the promise that out
from his "woman" or universal organization of
faithful creatures He would bring forth a Govern­
ment, a "Seed"; and that Government would remain
faithful to Jehovah God, even though it would be
permitted to suffer bruising in "his heel" by Satan
and his "seed" or government. ~Ioreover, the Govern­
ment of God's "Seed" would execute God's law
against sinners and rebels, including Satan the Ser­
pent himself and his wicked gOYernment over earth.
-Gen. 3: 15.

to For this compelling reason Jehovah did not at
once destroy Satan there at Eden. nor did he destroy
the government Satan had set up over humankind';
nor did he immediately destroy the subjects of that
government, Adam and Eve, to prevent their havin~
offspring. To the "Seed" or Government that ',"ould
issue forth from his "woman" Jehovah Gad assigned
that privilege of executing Satan and his government
and all the wicked. and thereby vindicating God's
name. For like reason Jehovah did not stop all
efforts of Satan to extend his pO\\'er in the heavens
and thereby show how far he could succeed toward
universal domination. ~Iany angels were tested
thereby and were seduced and became demons under
Satan:But to his promised "Seed" Jehovah assigned
the honor and duty to stop Satan and his wicked
organization with destruction in God's due time.
First, though, the test of Satan's power to accomplish
his ends must be permitted that his ultimate failure
might prove him a liar and false god before all
creation.

U Satan the Serpent caught the force of God's
prophecy. (Gen. 3: 14, 15) He saw it meant in the
~t "a. 'l't In doubt nnd on 1""\140 by !"llnn'••\leel". with Adam
nnd C\l', nnd "hnt promlsl' dill Jl'ho\ab thl'n make n. to the 1...\1,,'
H, For that rl!".on what ,hd Jeho"ah retraIn frOla <loinl:, and what
n;,,,:ameat of ,er"lee <lid he make to the promls"d Seerl'
1~, In God'. promise what <lId ~atlln Pl!reel\'e eoneerntno: hlo own oelt,
and tberl'tore what did be eballenge God to do, 00 mnklDl: tt an I••ue'

end his debasement from heaven to the earth to a
position like that of a snake crawling upon his helly,
and then being crushed to death, He saw too that
God was allowing to him the wide-open opportunity
to bruise painfully the "heel" of the ·'Seed". In hurn­
ing enmity or hatred of that promised thing, the
"Seed", Satan determined to do his worst against it,
whenever it should appear. Hence Satan challen~ed

God to put on earth creatures belonging to His organ­
ization (or "woman"), and especially that "Seed",
and then let Satan test them as to their ability to
stand suffering and remain faithful in their mtegrity
toward God. Satan bragged that by temptation and
by bruising them or causing them painful suffering
for God's name's sake he could turn or force every
one of them out of God's organization and ont~
Satan's side, to God's reproach. Satan had refused
to punish the pair of sinners against God, but hence­
forth he would punish those who refused to sin
against God. :Not human salvation, therefore, hut
these all-important things of concern to hea,en and
earth were at issue, Salvation is secondary.

18 In order that the issue might be fully de'termined
by a test of power over a limited but sufficient length
of time God permitted the adversary to relllam, and
then the end of Satan's uninterrupted rule should
come, the end of his world. Then Jehovah God would
establish his "Seed" as his capital organization oYer
the universe, including the earth, and Satan's world
organization would he crushed lifeless to the earth.
Hence the Lord God permitted the human race to
develop from Adam and Eve and to exist until now
in order for Satan to turn it all totalitarian in opposi­
tion to the Lord God and his promised Government.
In spite of all this Almighty God would prove to
Satan and his worshipers this fact: God ('an place
faithful creatures upon earth and let Satan bring
all manner of suffering upon them unjustly, even
violent death itself, and yet such creatures will hold
fast to their integrity toward the true God and hi"
universal domination.

IT Satan's power, which God has till now permitted
Satan to wield, to inflict such ::>uffering, including
death, is not power as God's executioner. Satan holds
no office from or for God, but God grants him freE'­
dQIlLto e..'Cercise such power, including Olat of death,
to prove his insolent boast and clHlllenge to God,
If Lucifer had exercised the power of death upon
disobedient Adam and Eve, it would have meant
Lucifer's acting as God's executioner to execute ever­
lasting destruction or extinction upon that unfaith­
ful pair, Now, however, the power of death such as
Satan has been permitted to exercise in many cases
~ll'termlne the IIISue, tbl'refore, \\'bat did Jeho\ ob purpo.e to
permit and thereby to tooho\'t" ')1. (R Iliad I.Delter taithlully exeeuted the poWl'r or death In whot
capncit.)r \\Quld he hale dOlle Ito? and ItO\\ dOE"q Sntnn now u..e fhl8
power' (bl lin" dId Satan eome to pxerc'oC hi. power to\\ard Joh,
and" hnt WIlJj tbe outeOlue of that 'est ea,e'
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against God's servants and witnesses extends only
to the killing of the body. It does not mean the
destruction of their soul, their worthiness and right
to life in the New ",Yorld ruled bv God's "Seed". In
the case of J 011 Jehovah God did not permit Satan
to exercise the power of death ag-ainst Job himself,
but against his seven sons and three daughters. Job's
was an outstanding case of testing integrity toward
the ~lost High God. Satan repeated his impl~dent

challenge to God respecting Job, and God let Satan
try to hreak down Job's integrity hy causing him
extreme suffering and reproach. God triumphed
in the test case. Satan lost. His defeat there is a
sure prophecy of his ultimate complete defeat in the
centuries-old struggle oYer the issue of universal
domination.-Job 1,2, -!2.

SUFFERIXG FOR WELL-DOIXG

18 It is now clear why Almighty God in his long­
suffering has let the sinful, imperfect human race
remain till now and suffer in sin. Their sufferings,
ho\yever, are not for righteousne<;s' sake, to vindicate
God's name, but are due to their continuance in sin
and their choice of Satan's world and its relhrion.
History, both Biblical and profane, records that~men
and women devoted to God ha\'e ~uffered in a manner
distinct from that of the human race in general,
namely, for righteoumess' sake. For no other reason
than that they have not gone in the way of the world.
but have engaged in \yell-doing according to the law
of Jehovah God, they have suffered gro~s injustices,
eYen unto death. This they did rather than forsake
God and become part of this world and its religion,
politics and commerce. ~\bel, whose \\'orship was
acceptable to .Jehoyah God, was the first to be yio­
lently murdered by Satan's earthly seeu. Cain. In
this Year 1943 Jehoyah'::; witnesses continue to be
thus 'murden~d and subjected to sufferings at the
hands of the seeu of religion. IJoJitiC'~ and commerce.
Why ~ Because they refuse to follow in .\.unm and
Eve'~ course, but declare Jehoynh':,. name as supreme
anu obey his comltlandments rather than tho~e of
oJlP()~ing men, anu :-,tand for God'~ Xew ,Yorld,

10 Smce the climax is here, the question obtrude~

itself more forcefully than eyer hefore: Is it not
better to go in the way of this world and suffer with
it in its evil-doing and uefiance of Gou than to come
out from this world, take a stand for Jehovah God
and the Kingdom under his Son Christ Jesus, and
suffer unjustly for worshiping and obeying J ellOvah
and his King' The vast majority of mankmd under
demon rule yields to the increasing power and
demands of totalitarian rulers to avoid suffering at
18 Are the surrerln!:" of the human race fnr rl"hl('()uone..' oake or
for other cauMe') nnd ho\\ nnd why hUt'e ('E!'fl11IU men :lJu1 women suffered
for a rause <llrrerent (rom lbllt of the humau rare'

;~'l 'h~~! a~lI~~: ~aj~~It\~eord~:~tt'~~· :I~S;~~er~l:fct t~:~ef~~"hO~~h~'
\\ ltne~~es?

their hands, and cries out, Yes! On this vital question,
should not the weight of the majority decide the
correctness of the answer, and should not therefore
all humans fall in line and march on meekly into the
totalitDrian "New 'Yorld order founded on moral
principles" under religion's domination! The ~mall

minority, Jehovah's faithful people, answers boldly,
No! and their unswerving devotion to him and his
witness work under the hatred and persecution of
all nations backs up their answer as sincere.

20 'Yhy, however, should their voice carry any
weight or be heedeu by any serious person f Because
it echoes and finds support in the infallible authority
of God's Word. 0ne of the faithful witnesses of
J ehoyah. the apostle Peter, writes specifically in
answer to tLe que"tion. He declares himself a "wit­
ness of the sufferinJ!s of Christ, and also a partaker
of the glOlY that shall he revealed". (1 Pet. 5: 1)
'Vriting for the special benefit of the remnant of
Jehoyah's \dtnesses at the end of Satan's worlu,
where we are now. the apostle exhorts them to be
unafraid of the terror of the enemy and to continue
on in ~idng witness to Jehovah's name and ldn~dom.

and then adds: "For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye suffer for well doing than for evil
doing:' (1 Pet. 3: 1i) Why is it hetter ~ Becau::,e
the suffering for well-doing according to the will of
God is for the vindication of Jehoyah's name. It is
in support of his side of the issue of universal oomi­
nation, and it results in the lasting blessing of the
one who thus suffers for a good conscience. How
can it be Jehovah's will that they should suffer un­
justly who serve him in well-doing, keeping his com­
mandments f Because thereby they must prove their
integrity under the test at Satan's violent hands and
must prove him a blasphemer and J ehoyah God true,
"""ere God to shield them from the sufferings. he
,\'ould be sparing them the test and hence would be
depriving them of a part in ,'indicating his name.

21 Suffering according to God's \\'ill, when faith,
fully endured even to"the death, results to the greatest
good of the sufferer who keeps his integrity. TlIe
apostle cites the greatest proof possible of this, say,
ing: "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unju~t, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but quickene(l hy the
spirit." (1 Pet. 3: 18) Whereas Job's reward long ac:o
was merely temporary and was part of a prophetic
drama of things to come, Chri<:t J "'sn~ was and is the
first to receive the permanent reward for his suffer­
ings for doing well on earth.

n Jesus was ''holy, harmless, undefileu, separate

20. la) Wby sbould the voice of Jehovllh'. "ltnesses carry ",eight and
be hfl!ded' (b) Why Is It '!etler to sutrer for ",ell·dolng. nnd why 1.
It God's ",Ill tbnt It be .0'
21 In whllt does Kucb .urrerlnll; result to tbe surrerer wbo faithfully
endure. It? and wbat LI the I:reatl!llt proof tbereof?
22 In wbat .enoe, lind to prove what, did Christ 'die onre tor all
roncernlne sins'?
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from sinners". For no sins of his own did he suffer,
neither did he die for such. ~Ianyancient manuscripts
of authority render 1 Peter 3: 18, that he "DIED for
sins once"; for example: "Because Christ also once
for all concerning sins died." (Rotlzerham; DOllay;
Am. Rev. Ver., margin) It was because of sins com­
mitted against him and his Father Jehovah God that
he died after keen suffering. That was what directly
produced his sufferings and death. The test was that,
while suffering, he must retain his integrity and
blamelessness toward God. He must not ~in under
the sufferings by abandoning Jehovah God in hitter­
ness or by yielding to fear and selfishness and com­
promising with his persecutors just to get relief.
He must endure the suffering uncomplainingly, prov­
ing himself faithful to Jehovah God and the kingdom
which he came into the world to preach, even unto
martyrdom.

23 jesus recognized it was the will of God for him
to suffer reproaches and shame, ending up with
disgraceful death on the tree. J e~us confessed this.
Xot desiring that he should be the means of bringing
reproach upon Goers name he prayed in the garden
of Gethsemane: ".Father, if thou be willing, remove
this cup from me: nevertheless, not my will, but
thine, be done." ~Luke ~2:.n, 42) Because of the
issue inyoln.'d, God's will was for Jesus to suffer
unjustly at the hands of Satan's organization: "it
pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to
grief." (Isa. 53: 10) By enduring- the reproaches and
suffering without yielding :-infully to the Devil and
his organization, ,Jesm, could fulfill the picture of
the "scapegoat"' or "goat for .\.zazel" and could per­
form the part of the sin-1Jearer to bear a\\ ay the
sins of those who repented and converted and
devoted themselves to God. (Lev. 16: 8, :20-22, lIIar­
gill; Isa. 33: -l-9) Hence "Christ abo suffered for
sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that
he might bring us [God's covenant people] to God;
heing put to death in the flesh, hut made alive in
the spirit".-l Pet. 3: IS, .-1111. Rei'. l'er.

2< The suffering imposed hy Satan and his organ­
ization upon Chnst Je~us was more severe than upon
anv creature before or after him upon the earth.
Sa'tan raised to the most intense degree of heat the
flames of persecution wllich he concentrated upon
Jesus. 'Vhv~ Because this One was the promised
"Seed". He" was the Son of God, "the heginning of
the creation of God." He had ueen a mIghty spirIt
creature in heaven, serving there in a responsible
position before Jehovah God, namely, as "The Word
of God", the official mouthpiece and executive of
God's word. (Rev. 3: 14; Col. 1: 15; John 1: 1-3)
Satan had known him in heaven as ever faithful to
Z3AlGethsemane, "'hat did Jesus eonfe.......n. God' ......1lI eoneerntng
him. and, bv eomplying, "hat tabernnele plelure did Jesu. fulfill?
~~ ror \\ hat reason. did Satnn Impose upon ehrl.t Je.u••ulferlng
more be,'ere than upon IIny creature before or .tnee on earth?

God under the favorable conditions there; but now,
to serve for the vindication of Jehovah's name, the
"Word of God" had laid aside his heavenly g-lory
and had come to earth and been "made flesh". Satan
now proposed to prove whether the "Word of God"
would remain obedient and faithful under the most
unfavorable conditions which Satan and his demons
would produce in his world.

U Jesus, by baptism in water, symbolized his con­
secration to be dead and buried to his own will find
alh-e to God the Father's will. After his baptism he
was begotten of his Father's spirit that he might
return to that life in the spirit which he had left on
coming to earth. He was at the same time anointed
with God's spirit to be the King of the Theocratic
Government of the righteous New World. Satan
doubtless heard when God's voice came from heaven
and acknowledged the baptized and spirit-begotten
Jesus as His beloved Son. (Matt. 3: 13-li) There­
fore Satan saw that, to foil God's purpose, he must,
if possible, turn aside this One above all from his
integrity and so bring about his destruction at God's
hands, to God's reproach. In this -Satan failed, both
by his subtle temptations of Jesus in the wilderness
and also by the years of wicked persecutions that
followed till the flesh of Jesus hung limp in death
on Calvary's tree.

28 As to Jesus' strict obedience and fai thfulness to
God under reproaeh and mistreatment it is written:
"Though he were a Son, yet learned lie ohedience by
the things which he suffered; and he1l1g Illade perfect.
he became the author of eternal salvation nnto all
them that obey him." (Heb. :5: S, 9) Satan exerei~ed

his power of death against the Son of God only in
the last effort to make him hreak hi" integrity anu
violate his covenant relationship with God. The faith­
ful death of Jesus was the perfect answer to Satan's
challenge to God and was a triumph oYer Satan, It
was a forerunner of the final victorY over Satan
when the Son of God, whose violent' death Satan
accomplished,' will himself execute God's judgment
of death upon the adversary. Hence, coneerning the
Son of God, who was "IIlade flesh", it is written:
"Forasmuch then as the children are partakPrs of
flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of
the same; that through death he might destroy him
that had the power of death, that is, the d('yil."
(Heb. 2: 14) Or, "that through death he Illight bring
to nought him that hath the power of death, that is,
the devil." (Am. Rev. VeT., margin) But Jesus'
faithful death was only the first triumpllant step
toward the ultimate bruising of the Serpent's head.

25, Immedlatelv ntter Jesu.' water hal,tl'm how ,Ud Go,1 deal with blm.
and "hat did Satan tben proeee<.l to do In order to foil God. purpo,e
by Je.u.?
20 Whnt power <llel Satan tlnally use n!<alnst Je.u•. and how "n.
JeSu,' faithful rteath an Important step to\\ ard brlnglng Satan tbe
DeVil to noul:bP
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THE "FIRST RESURRECTION"

2T After the Son faithfully finished his earthly
course in the flesh, Jehovah gave the greatest demon­
stration of the truth that it is better to choose to
do well as a witness for Jeho\'ah according to Jesus'
example and to suffer for it than to go along with
the world and compromise \..-ith its evil-doing in
opposition to God and his kingdom. Satan could ldll
only the body of Jesus; but Jesus, on the tree, just
before dying, prayed to his GoOd to whom he had
been faithful: "Father. into thy hands I commend
my spirit." (Luke 23: -lG) Ther~by he entrusted his
power of life everlasting to his Father, that his
heavenly Father might restore him to life again on
the third day. As he had previously said: "There­
fore doth the Father love me, hecause I lay down my
life, that I may take it again, ... I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This
commandment received I from my Father," (John
10: 17, IS, Am. Ret'. TTer.) That right to life eternal,
which right was maintained by Jesus' keeping his
integrity faultless, Satan's pO\H>r of death could not
destroy. Then for .Je~us' sup('fh part in vindicating
his Father's name hy suffering faithfully to death God
rewarded him most highly, ~ot only did he restore
him to life by a resurrection from the dead. but he
raised him to life, no more as a human of flesh, but as
a spirit, heavenly, immortal, divine. Of this first mir­
acle of its kind it is written concerni ng .Jesus: "Being
put to death indeed in the fle~h, hut ('nliyened in the
spirit:' (1 Pet. 3: IS. DOl/ay) "Being put to death in­
deed in flesh, but made alive in spirit:'-RotherlwlIl.

28 That was the first resurrection from the dead
to life eternal. Therefore it is written: ".\ncl he is
the head of the body, the church: who is the hegin­
ning, the firstborn f~om the dend: that in all things
he might han the pre-eminence." (Col. 1: IS) "Jesus
Christ, who is the faithful witne~~, and the first
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of
the earth." (Rev. 1: 5) "God ... hath raised up

:!7 la) IIow far did Satan'. po\~er of u""th e~tend with resp<,<,t to
J~ ... u'- and what therefore did Jesus on the tr~ rommend to 1118 FathE'r:
! billow did God tben demon.trate that It Is I>etter to ,hoo,e to
'uffer as His ~ itnebS rather than to ~o nlooR "nh the ~orlcl?

~'j How 'Ra~ tbat the tirst resurrfftloD to l1f~, nnd who nr~ the}
tbat bbare In that clas~ of resurrection, ano bo" ~

Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm.
Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee:'
(Acts 13: 33) Jesus' was the beginning of the "first
resurrection", it being "first" as to time and also as
to importance. .Jesus is the "head of the body, the
church". All his body members, who copy his example
and prove faithful in their integrity, suffering even
unto death, shall share with Jesus in that "first
resurrection". By it they are changed from flesh or
human to spirit, that is, they are raised to life in tht'
spirit in the heavenly courts with Jesus. Concernmg
this church "body", the "body of Christ", it is written:
"It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. There is n natural hodv, and there is a spiritual
hod;-. And as we have borne' the image of the earthy,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. :xow
this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption
inherit incorruption." (1 Cor. 15 : -14, -19, GO) Thus for
Jesus and his faithful "bodv" memhers the suffer­
ing for J ehovah's vindicati~n precede;; a share In

the first resurrection.-Rev. 20: 4, G.
2~ Prior to Jesus' death and resurrection all God's

faithful witnesses, from John the Baptist back to
Abel, suffered to maintain their int('~nty toward
.Jehoyah God. Respecting the resurrectIOn or re" to­
ration to life with which Jehovah will shortly reward
them it is stated, at Hebrews 11: 35: "And other ~

were tortured. not accepting deliverance [hy a com­
promise with the enemy] ; that they might obtain a
oetter resurrection:' Their uwakening to this "better
resurrection" to be made "princes in all the earth"
under the heavenly Kingdom is in the nE'ur fnture.
The faithful Jonadabs, or "other sheep" of the Lord,
who now prove their integrity to ueath hefore Anna­
geddon may also hope for an early resurrection to
life on earth under these "pnnce~". (Ps. 43: 14-1(j)
All this will he aduitional proof that. it heing Goel's
will for the vindication of his name, it is hetter to
suffer for well-doing as a servant and witness of
Jehovah,

:!!l (a) Wbnt resurreetlon "III the fAithful witne,"es "rpce<lln~ Je<u<
ha\~. ond what re~urre'Ction hope is there (or the Lord'~ 'otlleor ... h('\'p'
fnlthful unto death' Ib) Of \\hllt trutb concerning ,ufrerlug Is 'HCI>
re\\nrdiug an addItional proof?

PREACHING TO SPIRITS IN PRISON

ON EARTH, down to his court trial before
Pontius Pilate on the day of his death, .I_esus
faithfully continued "preaching the gospel of

the kingdom". ()Iatt. 4: 17, 23 j 9: 35 j J olm 18: 36,37 j

Luke 23: 38, -12, 43) 'Vhile he lay in death the King­
dom preaching was stilled. Then Jehovah by his
stupendous power raised his victorious Son to life
~hat did Jesu8 conunne to do down till hi. <lentb lind how
was It made possible for blm to resume It? (bl To wbom diu be tben
prea( b. a8 ulSclosed by tbe apohUe Peter?

in the spirit, and the resurrected .Iesus re~umetl

speaking about the Kingdom. To thus speak to his
faithful disciples he materialized human bodies of
l1esh and bone on different occasions in order to
appear and be visible to them: "unto whom he also
presented himself alive after he had suffered by
many sure tokens, throughout forty days, making
himself visible unto them, and speaking the -niings
concerning the kingdom of God." (Acts 1: 3, Rother-
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ham) Additionally, the apostle Peter, after stating
th~t J esns was "made alive in the spirit", adds: "By
WhICh also he went and preached unto the spirits in
prison." (1 Pet. 3: 19) As Jesus. by his resurrection,
was again spirit, he could, during the forty days
before his ascension to God's right hand, go and
preach to other spirit creatures, those "spirits in
prison".

~ Preaching means a proclaiming aloud, as n
herald, a declaring or making known publicly. It does
not appear to mean so-called "preaching by example";
the apostle Peter does not use such expression when
he admonishes wives that they may by their faithful
behaYior gain their unbelieving husbands without
the spoken word. (1 Pet. 3: 1-G) In all sixtv-one
times of its use thronghout the Greek Scriptures the
word "preach" (Greek: ker!Jssein) has the sense
of publishing and proclaiming abroad by the spol{en
or declared word j as at )Iark 13: 10: "The gospel
must nrst be puhlished among all nations." (Also
~Iatthew 2-1: 14.) Also at Revelation 5:~: "And I
sa'" a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice."
In fulfillment of his anointing or commission, Christ
Jesus, when on earth in the tlesh, preached by word
of mouth, "to proclaim liberty to' the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound."
(Isa. 61: 1; Luke 4:: 18) After his death and then his
resurrection to life in the spirit it would he possible
for him to proclaim a like message to those in the
spirit realm who longed for deliverance. 'Vho, then,
are these "spirits in prison" T

S The Catholic DOllal} F ersion translation carries
a footnote comment On "spirits that were in prison".
as follows: "See here a proof of a third place, or
middle state of souls: for those spirits in prison, to
whom Christ "'ent to preach, after his death, were
not in heaven, nor yet in the hell of the dnmned:
because hea\'en is no prison: and Christ did not go
to preach to the damned," On this Catholic comment
it must be remarked that neither did the resurrected
Jesus go to "PurgatolT", because there is no such
place for humans after death. All they that have
"done e,-il" and have died and are "in the graves"
are dead; they must await the resurrection of the
dead under the established kingdom of God, which
kingdom is set up at the Lord's return. (John
5: 28, 29) From his death on the tree to his resurrec­
tion on the third day, Christ Jesus himself was dead,
not alive anywhere, During that time he was lifeless,
unconscious, inactive, in "hell" or "Hades", which
signifies the death state, symbolized by the grave.
However, his "soul" or life was not left a prey to
hell, Hades, the death state; the "gates of hell" did

2. Literally. what does the orl~o\nal worl\ for "prellchlng" mean. and
how do the Scr,ptures ahow tbe sense or tbe word?
3. How <loes the Catbollc Dible footnote Interpret tbe expreulon "spirits
lbat were ,n prison", but bow doeo lhls compare witb lhe Scriptures
coucermng tbe slale of tbe <lead. lnclUthng Jesus?

not prevail'to hold him in death. By his resurrection
on the third day to life in the spirit. "his soul wa"
not left in hell," says Peter. (Acts 2: 31; Ps. 16: 10;
Matt. 16: 18) Hence. while in "hell", Christ Jesus
could not preach to anyone. Also the expression
"spirits in prison" has no reference to humans or
those who were once human on earth.

• The apostle Peter identifies these "spirits" by
adding concerning them: "Which sometime were
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls, ,vere
saved by water." (1 Pet. 3: 20) How were those
spirits disobedient in Noah's day, and what did they
have to do with conditions then TThe sacred record.
at Genesis 6: 1,2, informs us: "And it came to pass.
when men began to multiply on the face of the earth,
and daughters were born unto them, that the sons
of God saw the daughters of men that they were
fair; and they took them wives of all which they
chose." In the celebrated Alexandrine Manuscript of
the Bible, of the fifth century, is the Greek SeptHa­
gi)lt Version translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.
and at Genesis 6: 2 it reads: "the angels of God"
instead of "the sons of God". This indicates how the
expression was then understood by Christians and
Hebrews. At the foundation of the earth "the morn­
ing stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy". (Job 38: 4-7) Those spuit "sons of
God" were interested in the earth.

s During ~oah's six hundred ~-ears of life down to
the flood men were multiplying on the earth, hut It
was not in fulfillment of the divine mandate, because
the multiplying was done in unrighteousness. Hence
many of the "sons of God" sought to intervene in the
situation on earth. Being still "sons of God" more
than a thousand years after the rebellion of Lucifer
and his earthly dupes in Eden, these angelic spirits
could not be the demons under Satan that had for­
saken Jehovah's universal organization and joined
Satan in his scheme for universal domination. Snch
spirit "sons of God" were still in harmony and rela­
tionship with .rehovah God their Fatlwr, TheIr
intentions toward the human race were well meant
However, for them to take wives of the fair danghters
of men and to cohabit with them would require It'll\"­

ing their assigned positions in the inviSIble heu,-enly
realm and to materialize in fle::.h as men, and this
action was a step of disobedience toward God, It
would not serve to the fulfillment of the divine man­
date in righteousness, though such "sons of God"
were righteous. Originally, the divine mandate was
to be carried out under the invisible supervision of
Lucifer, and it is reasonable that the self-perverted
~does tbe aposlle Peter hleutlh tho.e "splrlu In prison" and
alao tbe book of Gene.ls throw lIghl IbeN'On?
5. In ~oab'l dar. what did tbose "sona or God" mean to do lod ",bat
relation did II ha\e to tbe divine mandate to Adam in ~den?



APRIL 15, 1943 1ffieWATCHTOWER, 123

Lucifer, Satan, had something to do with this dis­
obedient step of the "sons of God",

• The marriage of the materialized "spirits" and
human daughters produced a hyhrid offspring; "they
ba~e children to them, the same became mighty men
wInch were of old, men of renown." (Gen. 6: 4) At
that time also "there were giants in the earth in
those days". These were the "Xephilim", demons of
Satan's organization who also materialized and used
their superior power and strength to fell men and
to coerce them to do unrighteousness against Jeho­
\'ah God. By this they drove humankind far from
God in ord~r to reproach God and hrin'" on their
I

' 0
(estrnctlOn, (Gen. 6:4, AI/I.Ra.re1·.) Eyen the
"mighty men", the offspring of "the sons of God"
and human wives, did not resist those Xephilim in
behalf of righteousness, but they also turned to evil,
corruptness and violence. The "son~ of Go(i" had no
re::;training influence with them. Amidst all thi:;
"Xoah walked with God", an(1 in tlw last one hundred
years before the flood he brought up his three sons
"in the nurture and admonition of the Lord". The
Lord therefore made Xoah his witness, gave him the
warning concerning the Hood, and set him and his
grO\\'n, married sons to huilding the ark of survival.

7 Xoah faithfully witnessed and was a "preacher
of righteous:less", hut there is no record that those
";;<011:; of God" heeded him or helped him in the
pH'aching of the end of that "world of the nngodly",
the "world that then was". (2 Pet. ~: 5; 3: 5, G)
They continued on with their mantal and domestic
affairs with their wives and offslHinrr. Likely they1..':) ~ •

thollght that by their course they could :ota, the
pursuit of unrighteousness and yi~lence hy tll~ race
amI finally cause God to repent and spare the human
race and their hyhrid offspring from destruction.
'rhey were wrong, and their disobedience deprived
them of the grpat privilege of sharing with ~oah

in delivering.] elloyall's me~~age, In fact, they \\'ere
working again~tXoall and the effect of his preaching,
They are an example of how le:ming to one's own
under:s tll neling and not following GOI1'S instructions
and rules to accomplish llis purpose results in dis­
obellience and faIlure and captivity to the Devil.

8 The ark \I'as complete, and ~nail and the se\Ten
memhers of hi~ household \\'ere gathered in, together
with the animals. Then the long-suffering of Jehovah
which had waited and extended a welcome "while
the ark was a preparing" ended. The flood descended,
The materialized "sons of God", as well as the demon
Xepllilim, being outside the ark and in the flesh, were

11 (~) ~~'ho were the "mant," in tho"'lf' f1a~'II:. and ~h3t rIll1 the u'Icms
01 ',od nnd ~"'~Jr olbprln~ accompll-h to"3r,1 >uLh ~Iants? (b) Why
and how did t.ou Then mUhe Xonh his WHn~.R.~? I:l •

; What rOHr<e. .lId tbe "sons of God" tnke to....nrd shnrlng In the
\\ .tllt~~:::. "lth :\'o.1h. and why?
~ \\ hell tlle flood ,le,rcnlled, ho... ,lid the "'on, or Gorl" nn,1 the !'\epblllm
pro cet"O. , .lntl 11o" i...l.1d Jcho\n.h pUI1I"lh tllo~t! "son'! ot <.rod·O)

obliged to dematerialize and return to the sp1l'lt.
'Vere those "sons of God" now permitted to return to
the holy courts of God's heavens in company \\'itll
the obedient holy angels T There is no record that
they were sentenced to death for their misguided
course, but they were punished with imprisonment.
By whom 1 By the in,entor of prisons, jails and tor­
ture chambers and concentration camps, namely,
Satll1\, "the prince of the demons," Likewise, centuries
thereafter, Jehovah permitted his covenant people
of Israel many times to become prisoners or captin::;
to their demonized enemies because of repeated dis­
obedience to God.-Judg. 10: 7; 1 Sam. 12: 9.

9 'Yhen on earth. J esns did not preach to the
demons, but cast them out of demonized persons on
numerous occasions, and hence he would not preach
to them after his resurrection from the dead. Theil'
destiny was already fixed. On the other hand, the
fact that, after his resurrection, Jesus according to
God's will "preached to the spirits in prison" sen'e:;
as a symbol of hope for such spirits, The preach­
ing of Jesus was not purposeless, just to do a lot
of talking and display knowledge, learning and
oratory, or to taunt the unfortunate. All his preneh­
ing in the flesh on earth was to testify to the Father'"
name and coming kingdom, and then to lead men
to repentance. Ofatt. -1: 17) What Jesus in the spint
preached to the "spirits in prison" is not recorded,
but it must llave been on the all.important theme, the
Kingdom, which vindicates Jehoyah's name.

10 XOW, nineteen centuries later, the Kingdom hn;;
rome. The Scriptures mark A. D. 1914 as the time
when Satan's uninterrupted rule ended and the Lord
God took his great power and enthroned his faithful
Son to rule in the midst of his enemies. The Xpw
\\Torld is at hand, "And when he again bringeth in
the firstborn into the world he saith, And let all the
angels of God worship him." (Reb. 1: 6, Am, ReI'.
Fer.) The demons decline to worship God's CI:·

throned Kipg, but continue to hold to Satan thl'll'
prInce. (Rey. 12: i-f))' Howeyer, what now about tl:l'
"spirits in pnson" f 'Vill they defy the demons and
take t.heir "t:md for ,Tehovah and his King and
worslup Inm, regardless of what suffering it may
cost ~ Will they do so, remembering what the re~llI'­

rected Jesus preached to them TTo the body of CIll i:- t
the apostle Puul has written: "Do ye not 'Imow that
the saints shall judge the world f .. , . Kno\\' Ye not
that we shall judge angels?" (1 Cor. 6: 2, 3) It i:;
a time of judgment for the "spirits in prison". To
continue in disobedience means destruction. To the
repentant con,erts Jehovah's great Elect Seryan t
opens the prisons and he brings them forth to light
and life.-Isa. 42: 1, 7.
9, Wby dill Jes". prellch to those ImprlRoDl'd spirits, and not to tbe
demons, nnd "hat must hn,'e been the th~me of his prellcblng'
10, ID , .... of .ucll preRrhlUlt, how have tho.e Imprisoned spinto come
under jU<!l:TDent due to the events or A 0 1914?
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BAPTIS~I UNTO THE GREATER NOAH

11 Those "spirits in prison" were eyewitnesses to
the demonstration of Jehovah's almighty power to
destroy a wicked world and to reward with sal'mtion
from destruction the obedient ones who suffer for
well-domg. By entering into the ark meekly and in
faith Xoah and his house, "eight souls, were saved
through water." (1 Pet. 3:20, Am. Rev. Ver.) That
flood is a type prophetic of the end of "this present
evil world". ~oah is therefore a figure prophetic of
Christ Jesus. DIatt. 24; 37-39: Luke 17: 2G, 27) By
going unto ~oah into the ark his sons and their wives
were baptized unto ~oah, with whom they had been
engaged in righteously preaching the end of the old
world. (Compare 1 Corinthians 10: 1, 2.) Xoah, under
Jehovah, was in command of the ark, and the great
boat therefore pictured Jehovah's organization under
Christ Jesus. In the ark under Noah and under God's
protection Xoah's household were saved through the
water to life in the succeeding world. The ungodly
scoffers outside were baptized with destruction,
"\\llereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished.'·-2 Peter 3: 6.

12 To escape the great deluge of destruction at the
hattIe of ~\..rmageddon it is now necessary to be bap­
tized unto the Greater Xoah, Christ Jesus. Throug-h
the remnant of his body members yet on earth this
greater "Preacher of Righteousness" has called atten­
tion to the signs or evidences of the "end of the
world". lIe has served warning on the rulers and the
people of the fa::,t-approaching "day of vengeance of
our God". To the Greater Xoah the people of good­
will Jl1mt flee, They must place the111selyes unuer hi~

leadership and protection, and must comply with the
instructions which he sends through the Theocratic
organization, the antitypical Ark. ~[ake all speed,
ui'ges the Greater Xoah to those \\"ho see the sign!:>
of the end, and, "praY ve that your ftibllt be not in
the winter. lleitlwr LJ ; the sabhath day," when eSCarf'
from tnhdation will he impossihle.-~latt. 2-!-: 20, 21.

13 Thi:; is not meaning that there is no such thing
as haptism in water for believers. It is pointing out
that the waters of the destructive flood of Xoah's clay
were not a type of the water in which the Christ inn
belieYer is immersed or dipped. Jehovah God sent
John the Baptist ahead of .Jesus to baptize with
water, whose baptism was confined to one nation, the
Jews. Thereafter Christ Jesus sent forth his disciples
with the command: "Go ye therefore, and make disci­
ples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit:
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 1
commanded you."-).Iatt. 28: 19, 20, Am. Rev. Ver.
~oJnI: Into tbe ark unto :"oab, "bat did hll houlebold uperlence,
but "bat hefell tbose outsHle tn contrast?
12 1n a hJ..e manner. what must tho~e ..-bo will Hcape tbe delUGe
01 ~nnal:e<.Idon now do, and "h)' do tbat lpeedll)"
13 Wbat does tbl. sbo\v or point out concerDlng water baptilm u
practiced b)' Jobn the Baptist and commanded by Jesus!

U The mere water itself has no power to wash away
sins or any other miraculous potency. Baptism in
water is merely a symbol, not of something to follow,
but of that which has already taken place in thE' bap­
tized one's heart. It symbolizes that he has belieYed
on Jehovah as God and Author of salvation and has
aCt'epted his Son Jesus Christ as the gift of God, the
ransom sacrifice, and that he has proved his faith by
consecrating himself or dedicating himself wholly
and completely to Jehovah God for all time, to do His
will. God's will is that all consecrated ones should
follow his Son Jesus Christ, keeping God's command­
ments as he did and holding fast their integ-rity by
keeping the obligations of the covenant which they
have symbolized by water baptism.

IS It is clear, then, that, by water haptism, a crea­
ture is not joining' any earthly or human organiza­
tion. He is not joining the Watch Tower Bihle and
Tract Society (that is a legal corporation), nor join­
ing Jehovah's witnesses (they are not incorporated
and have no membership rolls). The creature is
simply giving an outward sign, according to God's
commandment through Jesus Christ, anu hefore wit­
nesses, a sign of what has taken place in the heart,
namely, unconditional and unreserved consecration
to God through his Son.

II Thenceforth, for the rest of his life, till' (1(',"oteu
one is hound to fulfill his YOW of l'onsE:?ration to he
on the Lord's side and to please him anu sen'e him
always. Such one must therefore be "pure in heart"'
and clean in his course of conduct. He may no long-el'
copy the world's ways and (lrown himself in its im­
moralities, f:>elf-indulgences and pleasure-~el'bng,

with indifference toward God's kingdom. This would
be "'asting time, misusing his capacities to sen'e the
Lord, consuming his energies injuriously to 11IIllseif
and others, and bringing him into unhreakahle hond­
age to sin and the power of the demons. Hence it
would interfere with the performance of hi" solemn
consecration and would result in his failure to L10
God's will and in unfaithfulness to Him. Such conrse
brings great reproach upon God's name, and :-upports
the Devil's challenge, and ends up in ewrlasting
destruction of the covenant-breaker, at the latest at
Armageddon. To the honor of God's nallle and to
your own everlaf:>ting benefit, shun eYen the begin­
nings of such a course and ,vith heartfelt uevotion
abiue faithful to God ancl his Righteous Rule.

IT ~ow the final end of Satan's world organization
is very nigh. "This gospel of the kingdom" has for
all these years since 1914 been preached by J ellovah's

14 \, hat purpo.e doel water baptl.m 01 Cbrlstlano lerve, and what
Is God'. wlll concernln!: .uch thereafter'
Hi By water baptl.m wllat earthly or!:anlzatlon Is the creature 10lninG
and what must prece<le ,ucll baptl.m:
16 Tbencefortb ,,'hat I. It the baptlz~ one's bounden duly to do, and
what course must be sbun?
17, Wby do the next words of the spoltle Peter apply with ."",,111
loree now?
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witnesses. Ofatt. 24: 14) Hence the following words
apply with special force now: ""'herein [that is, In
the ark] few, that is, eight souls, were saved through
water: which also after a true likPness [( or, margin­
al reading) which also in the .\~TITYPr:] doth now
save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the interrogation [inquiry;
appeal] of a good conscience toward God, through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ; who is on the right
hand of God, having gone into heayen; angels and
authorities and powers being made suhject unto
him."'-l Pet. 3: 20-22, Alii. ReI:. Yer.

18 Armageddon, "the battle of that great day of
God Almighty," marks the end of this world. Thither
by totalitarian pressure the demons arc driving the
kings of the whole earth and their suhjects. (Rev.
16: H-IG) All nations are marching down the totali­
tarian wav to destruction with the world. Can any
who lo\-e ;'ighteousness and who desire life in God"s
new world of righteousness escape and survive into
the "world to come" after Armageddon 1 Yes; but
not by taking the path of least resistance and going
along with the nations just to escape suffering for
well-doing now in the righteous sen-ice of ,Jehovah
God. Salvation is not by "putting away the filth of
the flesh" to appear respectable in the world's ews
and to depend upon self-righteousness, so-called
"character developmenf', and religion, "Christen­
dom" has all such; yet she ,,'ill be destrowd. :\[an
must seek unto Jehovah and make .. the reciuest unto
God for a good conscience" (RotherlwlIl) ; "the seek­
ing of a good conscience to\\'Urds God:'-Diaglott.

19 :'lan must learn God's will and do it now, before
Armageddon's war, and hav(' the consciousness and
assurance within himself that he is doing the right
thing according to God's ,,-ord. He mu:;t an5"'<: l' or
re:;pond conscientiously to God's requirements.

1~ What IS m"ant by "PUtlllll: ,1\' n' the filth of the fle"h" and why
('annot nnl' thereb) SUfl"l\e .\rma;::edtlon l1)lO Ole Of.'\\ "or)l}'

10 How lS the 'an~\\4~,r of n g'oOfI (011'o('lenu' to" aru (,ou" flC'{'umph .... hed.
nnd \\ hat does u\Qujnnce of ~UlIerltl:': fOJ rJ~l1teou""ue~s ~nke wenu In
tue "nd!

Doing God's will conscientiously, he is bound to
suffer in this demonized world; but "this is thank­
worthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure
grief, suffering wrongfully". (1 Pet. 2: 19) Bear in
mind Jesus' sufferings and his reward in the fust
resurrection; that is the most powerful argument
that it is better to suffer thus now and maintain
integrity under it for the honor of God's name. To
seek to avoid suffering for righteousness' sake means
you will suffer the woes that Satan brings upon the
nations and at last suffer destruction with them at
Armageddon.

20 The wise and better course is to gain that good
ronscience by doing God's will, without any delay.
The great antitypical ark which He has caused the
Greater ~oah to construct indicates God's will. Flee
to it. It is Jehovah's Theocratic organization und('r
Christ Jesus, who now reigns at God's right hand;
"angels and authorities and powers being made sub­
ject unto him." Like the angels, subject yourself to
God's King of the New World. Ahandon "Babylon",
this world and its religion and totalitarian rule. Take
your stand on the side of Earth's Rightful Ruler. Be
baptized unto him, putting yourself under the anti­
typical Ark, the organization of which Jehoyah God
has made him the Head and Greater ~oah. Then
folIo", him, letting no threats and sufferings for
righteousness' sake turn you aside. Keep integrity
toward God. Avoid the disobedient course of tllO:::e
"sons of God" now the "spirits in prison", Fear not
the demons and their worldly agents. but "fear God.
llonour the King". (1 Pet. ~: 17) Such course "doth
also now save us, ... by the resurrection of J (!su:;
Christ". This resurrected One is "aliye for eyer­
more" as the Greater ~oah, and the great .\rl, unuel'
Him is the only organization that will proyide sur­
yiyal amid the old world's final end at Armageddon
and hear you safely through into the glorious Xcw
WorId and its man'elous privileges.

20 \\ ",t I~ til" "Is" anti "ett"r (ourSe to ta~" tbnt fulfills the
prophetic drama of :\oab and tbe ar~?

SHEM AND HIS BLESSING

SHE:\I was greatly blessed by the Lord inasmuch as
he was used by Jehovah in the outworking of His
purposes. Shem was presened through the greatest

catastrophe that ever occurred upon the earth up to this
Jay, it was from his descendants that Clod's chosen natIOn
Israel came; his was the lineage from which the :\Iessiah
was ultimately brought forth; and it was his pl'lvilegc
also to be used in a great prophetic drama pointmg to the
destruction of all wickedness, the preservation of the
righteous, the ultimate fulfillment of the di\'ine mandate,
and the complete \;ndication of Jehovah's name.

Genesis 5: 32 makes fir!>t mentIOn of Shem and identifies
his parent: "And Xoah was five hundred years old: and

~oah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth" Thb was 1,JJG
years after the creation of Adam and 100 veal'S before the
flood. There is much conflIcting opinion as to whether Shelll
or Japheth was the eldest son of ~oah, )'Iany contend 1t
was Shem, smCe he is first mentioned This alone IS not
conclusive. In making record of Abraham's sons Isaac's
name is gi"en before that of the elder Ishmael. (1 Chron
1: 28) Genesis 10: 21 speaks of Shem as "the brother of
Japheth the elder"; but the same text is rendered "elder
brother of Japheth" by Rotherham, it bemg pOSSible to
place either construction upon the origmal Hebrew, There
is one strong argument !>upporting the belief that Shem was
not the eldest son. His !>on Arphaxad was born two years
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after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old. (Gen. 11: 10)
This means Shem was 98 at the time of the flood. Noah \\-as
600 years old then, hence 502 at the time of Shem's birth.
If :\oah started begetting sons at the age of 500 years, it
must have been Japheth first, and not Shem.

The wickedness of man was so great in those da)'s that
Jeho,ah fixed the time of their destruction 120 years before
it occurred. During this perwd of ungodliness and degrada­
tion Shem was born and reared. Sometime during the
century just preceding the flood, and after the sons of
Koah were grown, married men, Jehovah God told righteous
Noah of His decision to destroy the wicked and corrupt
world that then was. (Gen. 6: 10-18) At that time Noah
was lllstructed to bUIld the ark for the preser,ation of life:
his own life and that of his wife, his sons, and their wives,
and of "evcry living thing".

From that time onward Noah preached to others con·
cernlllg the approach of the flood. Shem joined in that work
of warning and assIsted in building the ark. He did not
walk after the ways of that ungodly world, but was a com­
pamon in God's service with his father. For so doing he
was blessed by bein~ carried over from that world into
the post-flood period In this he, along with his brothers,
was privileged to piny a part in Jehovah's great flood
drama pointing to the time when Jehovah will destroy
"this present evil world" by the fiery tribulation of Arma­
geddon, the greatest catastrophe that will come upon the
earth. By associating himself with ~oah, Shem pictured
the "other sheep" of the Lord who now jom with the
remnant of the "body" of Christ, the Greater Noah, as
companions in Theocratic service warning of the impending
cataclysm of Armageddon. Such "other sheep", like Shem
at the tIme of the flood, will be preserved from destruction
and live to enter Jehoyah's righteous new world, the "world
without end".

Coming forth from the ark after the subsidence of the
floodwaters, another blessmg \',"a~ granted to Shem, anu
it likewise was prophetic. "God ble!>sed Xoah and his sons,
and said unto them, Be fruitful, anu multiply, and replenish
the earth." (Gen. 9: 1) Here was echoed the divine mandate
sounded centuries before to Adam and E\'e in the garden
of Eden. Jeho\'ah had not forgotten his purpose to have
the earth filled with a ri!!hteous race. Shem re~ponded to
that commandment und haJ five sons, according to the
Genesis account: "The ehllc.1ren of Shem Elam, and Asshur,
and .\rphaxad, and Lud, and .\ram."-10. 22.

Billions of persons now IIlhahlt the eal·th. and all are
descended from the three !>ons of ~oah, to whom Jehovah
issued the mandate to mnltiply and fill the earth. "These
are the three sons of ~oah: and of them was the whole
earth overspread." "These are the families of the sons of
Noah, after their generatIOns. in their nations: and by these
were the nations divided in the earth after the flood."
(Gen. 9: 19; 10: 32) But that mandate has not been carried
out. The vast majority of the people are under the control
of the wicked demons who were responsible for the fall of
the first world. Conditions today parallel and even exceed
the corruption and violence rampant in the earth prior
to the deluge. The peoples filling the earth today do not
constitute a righteous race, as required in fulfillment of
the divine mandate; but the)' are given over to lawless

rebellion against God and clamor for "more religion" and
less Christianity and gospel preaching. The great~r disaster
of Armageddon, prefigured by the flood, is imminent How­
ever, the issuance of the mandate to Shem and his t\\ 0

brothers was not in vain; it accomplished its purpose It
served to picture the time when the "other sheep" who
will comprise the "great multitude" pass through Arm:.­
geddon and have restated to them the dh'ine mandate to
"multiply and fill the earth". By God's grnee and nnder the
direction of their King-Father Christ Jesus they WIll carry
it out to completion. Jehovah has not forgotten that purpOSl'
of his, and blessed was Shem to participate in the rlrama
that once again makes prominent to God-fearmg per!,on"
that mandate and the surety of its fulfillment.

The blessing mentioned up to this pomt was bestowerl
equally upon ~oah's three sons. Wherein was Shem blessed
above his two brothers? It is shown in thc prophecy Xoah
uttered, at God's direction, in relation to an incident that
occurred following the flood. "Noah began to be an husband­
man, and he planted a vineyard: and he drank of the ".. inc.
and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent
And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
father, and told his two brethr~n wi~hout And Shcm and
Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their
shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakcdnl'ss
of their father; and their faces were backward, and they
saw not their father's nakedness. And ~oah awoke fro;~
his wine, and knew what his younger son had done un:o him
And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a senunt of !>en'ants
shall he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the
LORD God. of Shem; and Canaan shall be IllS sen an t. God
shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of
Shem; and Canaan shall be his sen'ant "-Gen 9: 20-27

Ham did not take steps to remec.1y the uncon~ring of hi"
parent, but spread the news of the incident. Shem, with
Japheth, covered his father with a garment. The youngest
son of Ham, Canaan, was cursed, \vhlle the descendants
of Shem were blessed.

Shem was greatly blessed in that it was from his Ime
of descendants that the Messiah came. Through his son
Arphaxad Abraham came, in whose seed all famIlies of
the earth were to be blessed. It was Abraham's grandson
Jacob who was the father of the natIOn of Israel, Jucob\
name bemq changed to that of "Israel" This nation wa~

God's typIcal people and by them he made many prophetic
pICtUJ'es haYmg their fulfillment at the present tIme, the
"tIme of the end". (1 Cor. 10: 11) It was a bles'>llIg to
Shem that from his loms came Jehoyah's typIcal Theocrac'y,
and subsequently the man Jesus who was later anointed
as King of the heavenly Theocracy. "BlesseJ be .Jehoyah.
the God of Shem." (Gen. 9: 26, Am. Rev. Va.) Shem bles'ied
Jehovah by praIsing Him. The IsraelIte nation was the
only natwn 'whose God was Jehovah' up to the time they
were east off and until the birth of the "holy nation" in 1914.
Today no nation on earth acknowledges Jehovah as its
God except this ''holy nation", the spirItual Israelites

HAnd Canaan shall be his servant." (Gen. 9: 26, 27) The
descendants of Canaan settled along the coast of Palestine
and the territory west of the Jordan river. It was the land
which God promised to Abraham, Shem's descendant The
nation of Israel entered the land, and from the time of
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Joshua to that of David Jehovah fought their battles for
them and ultimately the accursed Canaanites were sub­
jugated. Some served the priests at the temple as "hewers
of wood and drawers of water". (Josh. 9: 23) Durin~ the
peaceful reign of Solomon all the Canaanites who had not
been destroyed or driven out of the promised land were
subJect to a tribute of bond-ser\·iee. "And all the people
that were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites,
and Jebusites, which were not of the children of Israel,
their children that were left after them in the land, whom
the children of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy,
upon those did Solomon lev;.' a trIbute of bondservice unto
this day:' (1 Kings 9: 20, 21) 1'hus the descendants of
Shem, whose God was Jehovah, possessed the land once
occupied by the descendants of Ham and the accursed
Canaan, who llId not aclmowledge JehoY:1.h as their God
but worshiped idols and false gods. They were either
destroyed or reduced to a condItion of servitude.

The name "Shem" means "name, renown. fame", and

through his lineage came many men of valor. Their fame
as men of faith in Jehovah, the God of Shem, is macic
known in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. Another state·
ment concerning Shem which, if true, would greatly enhance
his fame and renown, is that made by many scholars that
Shem and Uelchizedek were one and the same person.
l\Iclchizedek is the first one mentioned in the Scriptures as
a man who ruled any people by divine rigbt. undoubtedly
he was of Shem's line, and it is quite probable that he was
Shem. Shem was H\'ing at the time Abraham met ~Ielehizc­

dek and paid tithes to him. In fact, he lived up tIll within
twenty-five years of Abraham's death. "Shem was an
hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after
the flood: and Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad the
hundred years."-Gen. 11: 10, 11.

If the peoples of earth today would receive the blessIn!!s
of the Lord, some of which were prophetically foretold
through Shem, let them follow a course of action that say",
in effect, "Blessed be Jeho\"ah, the God of Shem."

RESOLUTION

Wc, the Hot Spnngs (:uk ) company of JE'ho\'ah's \dtnesses,
kno\nng that we must pa~s through much tnbulatlOn before
entt'rmg the KlOgdom, do adopt and makt' thIS our resolution:

As Jehoyah's wItnesses we are COmml,'ilOneU to cOUlfort all
that monrn. as ~tateu m Ismah Gl: I, ~; that Jehol"ah has en­
throncd Chnst Jesus as Kmg of The Theoclacy and he ba~ now
begnn hiS reign amidst his enemle", and that now IS the tIme to
defeat perst'cutlOn, that the tllne IS now hE'll' ~ hell thc people
have a nght to hear discussed the great trmhs eoneernmg the
e"tahlishment of the great Theocracy as exprE>ssed In fils \Vord,
the l3lble.

That It IS our duty to fear only God, and not man, and that
we must and Will obey HIS supreme command m preference to
man's command the same as the faithful that hal"e gone before us
have ~uffered for and obeyed The Theocracy and rejOiced ID that
prl\"llege.

Therefore, be It resolved, that we, as J ehol'ah's WItnesses,

(Colltllwed froln page 11 1)
chel"l<hed freedoms for presernltlOn of wll1eh J ehQ', ah's wltnesscs
arc puttll1g up a splendid fight on the "homt' flont" eyery" here.
FlghJmg for LIberty 011 the Home Frout shows. With much
e\"lUcnce. who IS the enemy of libel ty, and" hy the fig-ht therefor
must ('ontmue on aftcr thc glob.!1 I\-ar <'nus .\. lUpy WIll be mailed
to you, postpaid, on your contllbutlOn of 31'.

:>1 E M 0 R] A L

The date Senpturally arl"lyeo at for 19-13 for celebratm~ the
memOrial to Jehol'ah's name and to the faithful death of IllS Kmg,
ChllSt Je'ius, IS :'londay, April 19 After 6 p. m., Standard Time.
of that date each ChrIStian company ~hould assemble, and the
anoUlted ones thereof celebrate the :\Iemolla!. their companIOns as
the Lord's "other sheep" bemg present as obscryers If no com­
petent person IS prcsent to deliver a brief discourse Immediately
before partaking of the emblems, th('n appropriate palagraphs
may be read from the :'Iemorlal articles appearmg In the
~IlIrch 1 and 15, 1943, issues of The Watchtou:er to those
as'iembled. Smce the breaking of the bread and the drinking of
the WIDe hoth picture Christ's death, m which also his body
members partake, It follows that both emblems should be served
together at partalung, and not separately The emblems should
be unleayened bread and real red wme. Jesus and his npostles
most ccrt81nly used real red wme III symbol of hIS hlood, and
the anomted remnant should follow their lead Report your cele-

will, by His grace, be faithful to our covenant and that we are
determined not to slack the hand and therefore not yield to
the Devil's side of the issue. We, therefore, WIll stand uUltedly,
shoulder to shoulder ID the fight for The Theocracy on JE'hO\ah's
side and be "fighters for the ~ew World". That we will not
break our covenant beeause of arrests, persecutIOn or IUlJlrI,On­
ment and mil push on In the work Jehovah throug-h Chnst Jesn"
has commiSSIOned us to perform until "the cIties be wasted" and
Armageddon IS on. We rejoice in the opportuUlty of bearmg- the
reproach that fell on the Perfect One nnd to he counted I,orthy
to suffer for hiS name, and that, by God's grace, we Will not stop
pl'eachmg thiS gospel of the Kmgdom, regardless of the fact that
we are classed as "peddlers" by some city ordinance passed by men

Further, be it resolved, that we are uUlted ~,th those at
Bethel by the spirit of Jehovah and that we Will contlDue so
and to recogmze Jehovah's channel to give us "meat m due season"

Unammously adopted.

bration anu its total attendance and partakers of the emblcms to
the Society, as instructed also m the Informant.

"THE WATCHTOWER"

Ti,e Watchtou'er IS a magazme Without equal In tbe earth, and
IS concedcd thiS rank by l)ll that haye been faithful rraders thercof
dunng ItS more than suty years of publicatIOn. The TVatch tOl~'rr

has mcreased m Importance WIth the progress of the years, nn,1
ne\ er has It been more valuable than today, at thiS world CIISIS.
when the destmy of each mtelligent human creature IS bemg <1('­
clded. The gettmg of corrcct mformatlOn and lDstructlOn. Just
such as IS reqUired for the times, to deCide your course Wlsply to
a happy destiny, was never more VItal than now, for "whcrc tl1('\ e
IS no VISIOn, the people perish" Informed persons WE'll acqllamtt·d
With the consistent contents of The Watchtower agree that Ib,,-!
who want to gam life lU peace and hapPlOess Inthout end shoul,l
rcad and study It together With the Blble and in company With
other readers. This is not giving any credit to the magazIne's
publishers, but IS due to the great Author of the Bible With ItS
truths and prophecies, and who now Interprets Its propheCies He
It IS that makes pOSSible the matena! that is published m the
columns of this magazine and who gIves promlSC that It shall
continue to publish the advanCing truths as long as It continues
to e:XlSt for the service of the mterests of hiS Theocratic Govern­
ment. Carefully and prayerfully read this Issue of The Watcll­
tower. Then do not delay to mati In your subscnptlon, that
you may receive It re~ularly, tWice a month, twenty-four copies
the year. It IS $1.00 In the eDited States; $1.50 elsewhere.



FIELD EXPERIENCES

TRUTH MARCHES 0:-; THROUGH GEORGIA

"The chief of police stopped me. What was the nature
of my work 1 I explained. So he said the mayor wanted
to see me. After greeting the mayor I explained our work.
gave him my testimony card and the pamphlet LalC-Abi(7.
iny to read. He went through my books, and 1 explained
how the high courts of the land uphcld our ri~ht Thl
ma~-or became enraged and used \'ile langnage, ordercd
me out of town and told me I couldn't do that work herc
I offered him Jehovah's Servants Defended, but he refuscd
to take the booklet. He hurried out, leaving me alon('. I
carefully placed the Defended booklet on his desk and
immediately went to my territory to work. Every day tllp
police watched me, seell1g I was not gOll1g to stop. Sunday
tt.ey arrested me. I was refuseo. bond, and the chIef told
me the only thing to do was to agree to leave the cIty
and they would turn me loose. I could not do that! Seemg
such determination and boldness, one of the pol ire got
interested; while the others were away he talkco. with me
I gave him Hope and Comfort All That ]lourn He promlscd
to read them. Monday night the chief let me out on si:;ning
an appearance bond to be there for trial the followll1~

)londay. I was overjoyed and at once went to work on
my back-call and house-to-house work. The police werc
greatly disturbed at this boldness. Monday the night for
the trial the Society's attorney from Atlanta was therc.
The mayor drove up about 8: 30 a. m. and stated he had
investigated the work and was impressed with it and there
would be no trial. So Jehovah has gIven the victory."
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DIVINE STRE.."IGTH VS. DETECTIVE BLUFF

'rwe five pioneers were peacefully exhibiting our maga­
zines The Watchtou'er and Consolation in Las Vegas,
N. ~Iex. State detective Vermillion approached and said:
'All right, you birds. let's go up and find out what this
is all about.' He arrogantly marched us to the police station
and, upon arrival, demanded that we show our registration
cards. One did not submit a card; he was under registra­
tion age. Detective Y. asked the 17-year-old witness why
he did not have a card. At the reply he was under age
the detective said: 'What the h-- are you doing out here
peddling this junk?' After this he asked for his birth
certificatc. and then where we were from. We answered
we were from Ohio and we were out preaching the gospel
of the Kingdom as commandcd by Almi~hty God. The
detective said; 'To h-- with your Almighty God. I
know your line. Get out of this town, and start fast, or
you will find yourselves with kniw'l in your backs. I don't
want to have to inwstigate a murder case. The people in
this town don't like you; so you better move out fast.'
Scveral tImes he told liS that. and used vile language and
did not conduct him'Self like a law officer should. When
through he said: 'Take those d-- bags off, get out of
town and don't go back on the corners.' \Ve five publishers
walked back to our respective corners and resumed our
street witnessmg. The detective did not show himself any
more during thc day."

PULLlXG A SURPRISE 0:-; OBJECTORS (ALABA~IA)

"A lady approached me and saJd I should be arrested
1 told her that if she did not want a magazine to please
leave. (All the time a policeman was standing behind me
within hearmg distance.) The lady left, but returned
shortly with her hushand; whereupon I gan them both
a witness and ended it hy askmg them to leave The man
then turned to the policcman (who ":as taking it all in
quietly) and told him to arrcst me. The officer told him he
had heard the witness 1 gaw ano. could not arrest me.
At that tIme he took a $5 bill from his pocket. asklllg
if I had change, because he wanted four .Vew 1\'odd
books. ten booklets. and a ycar's subscriptIOn for T1le
WatclitolL'CI·. This was all done in front of thc man and
his wife: and the policcman, seeing that they were stIll
there, told them to go on and mind their O\\'n business"

TilE CATHOLIC ROom:-;G-nOUSE KEEPER (WISCO:-;SI~)

"She said: '1 am not the lady of thc house. 1 am not
interc'Stcd.' I asked permis'lion to call on the roomers, and
she said, ~o, they don't allow anyone to go through. 1 told
her we must let e\'ery one choose for himself; this is a
matter of life and death. She said: 'Are you one of
Jeho\'ah's witnesses?' I told her I was. Then she told me
she has some of our literature. I promptly showed her
The New Wodd and told her I thought she should ha\'e
the new book. She asked me to step m out of the cold.
I thanked her and went inside. I proceeded to talk more
about the book. She said: 'I lied to j'ou at the door. I am
the lady of the house. I am Catholic, but I read all your
literature. I want that book, and you can call on the
other people. I permit no one to go through, but I will
a Jeho....ah's witness.'"

IN CAMAGUEY PROVINCE, CUBA

"I had the co-operation of pioneer J-- for nine suc­
cessive days in the field service, and we went to places that
ha....e never received a witness working before. We found
many people of good-will and they are \'ery glad to know of
the gracious provisions J eho\'ah God has made for suffermg
humanity, including themselves. Others did not want to
hear anything of The Theocratic Government. After pioneer
J-- told them that unless this government is set up
IDahkind will continue to suffer, and therefore this govern­
ment is needed, as it will be the only government that will
bring everlasting relief to earth's people, then they ~lr.dly

accepted the message. One said to bring him a Bible on
our return; that he had never seen a Bible from the tlrne
he was born and that he would be glad to read it. He
has furnished himself with three of the bound books and
six booklets. At the little town Minas, at one home, aftel'
the recorded speech 'Jeho\'ah' was played and the book
mtroduced, the master of the house said he had his Bible
and he did not need the book, for the Bible teache'S lum
everything. After the pioneer explained concernIng the
purpose of these books with the Bibll', he gladly supphed
himself with the book Creation. .\t anothcr home, the
master of the house went inside and brou~ht out the book
Riches and said he had no usc for anv more. He had ~een

the name 'Jonadab' in the book. An" uno.erstano.ing \l"a~
gi\'en to him of the meaning of the word, and also that
eyerlasting life in a state of perfect health to enjoy the
fullness of God's creation is the greatest riches Jehovah
has offered to creatures on earth. He proeurcd Encmigos
and Creaci6n. He is now preparing for a study at his home."


