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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Isaiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God,is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed
with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief Executive
Officer of Jehovah. :

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God’s law and was gentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was ‘made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful Xing of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ, which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great
act is the destruction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall live
on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
T the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people
of good will. It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers
and the Society supplies other literature to aid in such studies.
It publishes suitable material for radio broadeasting and for
other means of public instruction in the Secriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sccts
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his beloved King. It is not dogmatie, but invites careful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of the
Scriptures. It does mnot indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS KFOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH AFRICA, Ts,
American remittances should be made by Postal or Express Money
Order or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made direct to the respective
branch offices. Remittances from countries other than those men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by International
Postal Money Order only.

FOREIGN OFFICES

British . . .. ..... 34 Craven Terrace, London, W.2, England

Canadian . ., . ... 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada

Australasian . . 7 Beresford Road, Strathfield, N. S.W., Australia

South African ... ... Boston House, Cape Town, South Africa
Please address the Soclety in every case.

(Translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price
may have The Watchtower free upon written application to the
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so re-
questing it. We are glad to thus aid the necedy, but the written
applicatlon once each year is required by the postal regulations.

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Brooklyn, N. Y.,
undcr the Act of March 3, 1879,

“FACE THE FACTS”

This new 64-page booklet, with two-color cover design, con-
tains the two world-convention speeches by the president of the
Society at the convention assembly in London, England, last
September, to wit, ‘‘Face the Facts’’ and ‘¢Fill the Earth’’.
Because of the world-wide request for and the present need to

lace these history-making addresses with as many as possible

in these perilous times the first printing of this booklet is in
the huge quantity of 12,000,000 copies, in many languages.
Read your personal copy now and get set to distribute it. Remit
therefor at 5c¢ contribution per copy.

YEAR BOOK FOR 1939

The Year Book for 1929 18 not only a detailed and compre-
hensive record of world activitics of Jehoval’s wituesses dur-
ing the past service year, most interesting to read as well as
touching and stirring, but wlso a compendium of information
of the most up-to-date development, and hence useful and
necessary for all active publishers to have as a ready reference
now. This has all been prcpured by the president of the So-
ciety. Also, there is his coniment on the 1939 year text, und a
daily text und comment for every day of the year, said com-
ments being drawn from The Watchtower. Every active king-
dom publisher and all seeking the way to Zion should be
equipped with this new Year Book. As the edition is limited,
thus enhancing the cost of production, the contribution of 50¢

18 asked for per copy. Company servunts should each arrange
for & combination order for his respective company or umit.

1939 CALENDAR

The year text for 1939 is timely: ¢‘But they shall not pre-
vail against thee.’’ (Jer. 1: 19) That those on the side of Jeho-
vah and his King and kingdom may convemently have this
strengthening promise daily before their attention during 1939
this text is featured on the Society’s new calendar and accom-
panied by a beautiful three-color picture showing in symbolic
style the thrilling fulfillment of the promise to the modern
Jeremiah class and their companions. Underneath appears the
president’s letter setting out the united service periods for
1939, a ready reference for kingdom publishers. The calendar
pad shows the dates thereof. Company servants should send in
a8 combination order for all wanting calendars. Remit, with
order, 25¢ each, or $1.00 for five to one address.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES

Week of January 15: ¢‘Salvation,’’ 9 1-15 inclusive,
The Watchtower December 15, 1938,
Week of January 22: ¢¢Salvation,’’ ¥ 16-22 inclusive,
The Watchtower December 15, 1938,
Week of January 28: ¢‘Salvation,’’ ¥ 23-33 inclusive,
The Watchtower December 15, 1938.
(Continued on page 353)
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SALVATION

“Salvation belongeth unto Jehovah.”—

of human souls. It necessarily follows that there

is no other means of salvation. No one could deny
that Jehovah has the power to ultimately save every
creature, but there is not the slightest bit of Serip-
tural evidence that he will do so. Jehovah does not
foree salvation upon any creature against his will,
but, on the contrary, every human creature that ob-
tains salvation must ask for it and fully agree to the
terms which Jehovah has made for his salvation, and
must perform those terms.

* The provision which Jehovah has made for the sal-
vation of man, and which provision he has made
known through his Word, is by and through Christ
Jesus, and therefore he has caused to be written in
his Word concerning Christ Jesus: “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved.” (Acts 4:12) Christ Jesus is Jehovah’s execu-
tive officer and the one to carry out and who does
carry out Jehovah’s purpose. For that purpose God
has committed into the hands of Christ Jesus all
power in heaven and in earth.—DMatt. 28:18.

8 Although Jehovah has made provision for the sal-
vation of human souls, the salvation of such is not
his primary purpose. The purpose of Jehovah is the
vindication of his name. The salvation of imperfect
human creatures is incidental to the vindication of
his name. The primary purpose of God he will carry
out, because he has so declared, and likewise he will
carry out the secondary purpose toward those who
conform themselves to his fixed rules. God is no re-
specter of persons, and each and every one who re-
ceives salvation must perform the rules as fixed.

JEHOVAH has made provision for the salvation

RANSOM

4Is the theory or doctrine frequently advanced,
to wit, that the ransom sacrifice furnished by the
death of the man Jesus guarantces that all human
creatures shall ultimately receive the benefit thereof,
is that the correct Scriptural conelusion or not? The
conclusion is not supported by any Scripture, and is
therefore unreasonable.

8 Does the ransom sacrifice furnished by Jesus re-
quire or guarantee the awakening out of death and
the giving of an opportunity for salvation to all those

Ps. 3:8, American Revised Version.

human ecreatures who have spurned or opposed the
kingdom of God and who have then died? and must
they be brought back from the grave during the
thousand-year reign of Christ?

¢ Does the ransom sacrifice guarantee the awaken-
ing of Adam out of death and the granting to him
of a trial for everlasting life? The answer to both
of these questions must be in the negative. If the
Scriptures fully support the answer, then we may
know that the answer is correect.

"To ransom or redeem means “to purchase one
under disability and to relieve such a one from that
disability, and to regain possession by the one who
does the purchasing”. As to Adam, God created him
perfect and informed him what he must do and what
he must not do. Adam was permitted to intelligently
make his choice to obey God and remain alive, or to
join the rebel Satan and receive the consequence of
death. Adam chose the latter. “Adam was not de-
ceived.” (1 Tim. 2:14) He had full information from
God as to the penalty for the violation of God’s law.
He was justly sentenced to death. To purchase, ran-
som, or redeem Adam and give him another trial
would mean to give him a second chance; which is
both unreasonable and unseriptural. For God to per-
mit Jesus to ransom or redeem Adam and to put
him on trial for life would also mean to give Adam
a second chance; and in either instance God would
be denying the justice of his own act or judgment
in sentencing Adam to death. God does not change.
—Mal. 3:6.

¢ As to Adam’s offspring, the situation is entirely
different. All of his offspring were born imperfect
and sinners, and such condition came upon them with-
out their knowledge or consent. They were born under
condemnation, and, being thus in bondage because of
inherited sin, they had no possible way of helping
themselves and relieving themselves of that disability.
Within a short time each individual must go into de-
struction, because no imperfect thing can be granted
life everlasting. They were subject, however, to pur-
chase, to be ransomed or redeemed by another, if God
should make a provision for them to that end. God
has made 2ll necessary provision for their purchas-
ing and redemption and has fixed the rules to be met

3711
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by cach individual in order that he might be relieved
from the bondage of sin and have the opportunity
for salvation.

* It was the disobedience of Adam the perfect that
brought death upon all of his offspring. God’s pro-
vision is that the willing obedience of the perfeet
Man unto death would furnish the price to purchase,
ransom, or redeem sinful men made so by inhcritance,
and to earry out His purpose God sent his beloved
Son to earth and made him in the form or likeness
of sinful men that he might possess the necessary
qualifications to purchase Adam’s offspring by his
own lifeblood. (Heb. 2:9) Jesus was made a human
creature of flesh and blood, dwelt amongst men, and
was put to death.—John 1:14.

19 Adam by reason of willful sin forfeited all right
to life. The perfect Adam was endowed by Jehovah
with perfect life and the right thereto and was given
power to transmit perfect life to his offspring, but
hy reason of Adam’s sin and his sentence to death
all of Adam’s offspring lost the right to life and must
in due time perish. Consistently God did have mercy
upon Adam’s offspring, and He unselfishly arranged
for such offspring to have an opportunity for salva-
tion, and this is what God did, to wit: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved. He that believeth
on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not
is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And
this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil. For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may
be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”
(John 3:16-21) This Scriptural proof lays down the
well-defined rule that the conditions precedent are re-
quired to be met by all who would be saved by re-
ceiving the benefit of the ransom sacrifice of Christ
Jesus, and that which is here emphasized is that the
creature must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Be-
lieve what? That the Almighty God is Jehovah and
that he sent Jesus to ransom or redeem mam and
that Jesus died that by his lifeblood he might become
the purchaser and therefore the owner of mankind.
Suppose a man is not pleased to believe these impor-
tant truths. Does the ransom sacrifice inure to his
benefit automatically ? Certainly not, because the fore-
going recorded words of God are, “He that believeth
not is condemned already, because he hath not be-
lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
No man is compelled to believe, but God affords those
who desire to live the opportunity to believe and obey.

11 When the man Jesus died on the tree as though
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he was a sinner, his lifeblood there given up was the
price which God required as the purchase price for
sinful man. God then raised Christ Jesus out of death,
not as a man, but as a spirit ercature., Jesus had not
forfeited his right to human life by dying upon the
tree as though he was a sinner. When raised from the
decad and exalted to heaven, he returned the right
to human life and presented to Jehovah the value
of that perfect human life as the price for the right
to life and all rights incident thereto which man had
lost. Jesus then and there became the owner of man-
kind and was clothed by Jehovah with full power
and authority to give everlasting life to everyone
of the race who complies with the divine rules. Cer-
tainly that does not mean that he would give life
to anyone of Adam’s race or offspring that would
not willingly comply with the divine rules. Every
person is born imperfect, and therefore a sinner,
and for that reason under condemnation, and such
condemnation would in due time mean destruction.
There is just one way to get from under that con-
demnation, and that is to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ as above stated in the seripture. This is fully
supported by the following scripture, to wit: “Ile
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but
the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)
The conclusion stated in brief, then, is that all men
by inheritance are under condemnation and that con-
demnation abides upon all who do not avail them-
selves of ithe opportunity to comply with the divinely
fixed rules.
CONSECRATION

2 No man can receive the benefit of the ransom
sacrifice unless he desires and asks for it and then
complies with the rules, and this he does by making
an unconditional conseeration to do the will of God,
which means he must obey the commandments of the
Lord. God informs man that His gift to man is life
everlasting administered by and through Christ Jesus.
(Rom. 6:23) It is also written that Jesus Christ is
“the Everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6), which means
that he is the giver of life everlasting to those who
receive that gift. It is impossible for anyone to receive
a gift unless that one is willing to reccive it. If a man
really desires a thing, he has sufficient interest therein
to ask for it; and a complete illustration thereof is
found in the following Seriptural acecount, to wit:
Joseph, who was made the ruler of Egypt, was a
type of Christ Jesus. Joseph had in his possession
and under his control all the breadstuff of the land,
and without that food the people must die by reason
of the famine in the land. Those who knew this and
desired to live approached Joseph and asked him to
purchase them; as it is written: “Wherefore shall we
die before thine eyes, both we and our land? buy us
and our land for bread, and we and our land will be
servants unto Pharaoh ; and give us seed, that we may
live and not die, that the land be not desolate.” (Gen.
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47:19) To this Joseph replied to the people, “Behold,
I have bought you this day.” (Vs. 23) Likewise Jesus
Christ has furnished the purchase price for all of
Adam’s offspring, and in his hand he holds the power
to grant them life, and without him no man could
live, but ultimately must perish. The foregoing pic-
ture concerning Joseph was written for the purpose
of illustrating this point. The picture shows men,
therefore, coming to Jesus and in effect saying to him,
‘We believe that you are the Savior of men, and we
ask you to buy us and give us the bread of life that
we may live.” Joseph did not buy everyone in Egypt
whether he wanted to be bought or not. Likewise
Jesus does not buy everyone whether he wishes to
be bought or not, but he buys those who come to
him and ask to be bought. It is therefore specifically
written concerning those who are received by him
and begotten of the spirit, “Ye are not your own;
for ye are bought with a price”’—1 Cor. 6:19, 20.

13 “Consecration” means to believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Savior of men, and the unconditional
and voluntary agreement to do and to perform the
will or commandments of God and of his beloved Son,
who executes Jehovah’s purpose. “Sanctification” not
only means to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as
the Son of God, but also means to set oneself to the
task of serving the Lord as his willing servant. Hav-
ing thus agreed to do the Lord’s will, then the man
must perform that agreement faithfully. That much
is required of everyone who becomes a member of the
body of Christ or royal house and who will get life
everlasting as a spirit creature and who will be asso-
ciated with Christ Jesus in his kingdom. Consecration,
sanctification and obedience, therefore, are required
of everyone who receives fully the benefit of the ran-
som sacrifice. Concerning those who shall share with
Christ Jesus in his kingdom, it is written: “God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the spirit and belief of the truth.”
(2 Thess. 2:13) This rule requires that everyone who
becomes a member of the royal house in heaven not
only must believe that Jesus is the Son of God and
the Savior of man, but must prove that belief by
completely setting himself to the task of doing God’s
will and therefore following faithfully the lead of
Jesus Christ, who always is in full obedience to and
in harmony with the truth.

1« The divine requirement, made so by the fixed
and unchangeable rules of the Lord, is that, when
one learns of and believes that Christ Jesus is the
Savior of men, if he would reccive the benefit of the
ransom sacrifice he must turn away from the wicked-
ness of this world, seek the Lord, ask for and take
advantage of the benefit of the ransom sacrifice. This
is God’s provided means of salvation, and there is
no other way that salvation ean be received.

18 The same rule of faith, consecration and sanetifi-
cation applied to the men of old named specifically
at the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. All of them had
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and exercised faith in God and believed his promise
that in the far-distant future he would set up a right-
eous government for the benefit of human creatures.
Believing sucl, they set themselves fully to the task
of rendering obedience unto God, and by their faith-
ful course of action they ‘declared plainly that they
were seeking the kingdom’. Because of the course of
action taken by them they were subjected to all man-
ner of persecution at the hands of God’s enemy ; but
they were firm and steadfast, refusing to be shaken
away from their devotion to Jehovah. They died in
faith and faithful to the Lord. When the time comes
that they are brought forth from the grave, they will
quickly and joyfully accept and receive the full benefit
of the ransom sacrifice.

GREAT MULTITUDE

16 The same rule of the Lord God likewise requires
that all those who will compose the “great multitude”
(Rev. T:9-17) must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
that he is the Savior of obedient men, that by his own
precious blood he furnished the price for the pur-
chase of men and all their rights as men, ineluding
the right to perfect life, and then they must prove
that belief by consecrating themselves to do what God’s
Word requires and must set themselves to the task
of faithfully performing the will of God as agreed
upon. The Jonadabs now must have this information
and follow it. They must learn that conseeration and
sanctification are required of each one who shall be-
come a part of the great multitude and live on earth
and carry into effect the divine mandate to multiply
and fill the earth with a righteous people.

17 Everyone who receives the benefit of the ransom
sacrifice and who obtains salvation must therefore
perform the conditions precedent as named by the
Seriptures: to believe, have faith, make a consecra-
tion, and set himself to the task of full obedience to
the will of God and then faithfully carry out his
agrecment. Such must become the voluntary servants
of the Lord. The requirements, therefore, of those who
shall have a heavenly inheritance and those who shall
be on the earth are likewise similar and require full
obedience to the Lord. Note these words of Christ
Jesus: “And whosoever of you will be the chiefest,
shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.” (dark 10: 44, 45)
While this text was addressed specifically to those
whose hopes are heavenly, the same rule applics to
those who get life on earth and shows that the ran-
som inures to the benefit, not of everyone, but to those
who comply with the rules. The text, therefore, means
that Jesus Christ is the Ransomer for as many as ask
and seek and comply with the divine rules governing
salvation.

SNARE

'8 Since the fall of man religion has been practiced

by men. For centuries there have been, and there
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still are, numerous religions practiced by men, and
the purpose announced by religionists is that such is
for the saving of souls. The people are led to believe
that salvation may be had by embracing some one
of such religions. The fear of disaster to them and
of the loss of life and all other blessings and of being
sent to a place of conscious torture has put fear into
the minds of men, and they have been induced to
embrace and practice some kind of religion, believing
that by so doing they may obtain salvation. All reli-
gions are the invention of the Devil, who puts fear
into the mind of men and who induces people to em-
brace and practice religion; and, so doing, being in-
duced by fear, they are led into the enemy’s snare
and are kept away from God. Jehovah chose the people
of Israel as for himself and led them out of Egypt, and
he took them on a long journey to the land of Canaan.
The people who resided in the land of Canaan before
the coming of Israel practiced the Devil religion, and
against such religion Jehovah specifically warned the
Israelites. God commanded the Israelites to drive out
those practitioners of religion and to destroy them, and
that they should make no alliance with such people.
The instruction that God gave through Moses to the
Israelites was specifically for the benefit of all those
who agree to do the will of Jehovah God after the com-
ing of Christ Jesus and the providing of the ransom
price. The instruction of Jehovah concerning such reli-
gionists Moses gave to Israel in these words: “And
when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee;
thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them ; thou
shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew merey unto
them. And thou shalt consume all the people which
the Lord thy God shall deliver thee; thine eye shall
have no pity upon them: neither shalt thou serve their
gods; for that will be a snare unto thee.” (Deut.
7:2,16) Here Jehovah specifically told the Israelites
that religion would serve to ensnare or entrap them
in the Devil’s trap. Graven images used by the Canaan-
ites, and images like which are now used by the Roman
Catholic Hierarchy religionists, also constitute a snare
to the people, as God so declared in his Word: “The
graven images of their gods shall ye burn with fire:
thou shalt not desire the silver or gold that is on them,
nor take it unto thee, lest thou be snared therein:
for it is an abomination to the Lord thy God.” (Vs. 25)
The Lord specifically warned them against the snares
of the Devil which he set for them by the means of
religion. The Israelites broke their covenant with Jeho-
vah, embraced and practiced the Devil religion, and
they were quickly ensnared: “And an angel of the
Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made
you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you
unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and
I said, I will never break my covenant with you. And
ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this
land ; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have
not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? Where-
fore I also said, I will not drive them out from before
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you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and
their gods shall be a snare unto you.”—Judg. 2:1-3.

1® The religion of the Roman Catholic Hierarchy
is truly a snare and a racket. By means of the Cath-
olic religion millions have fallen into the Devil’s snare.
The Catholic religion constitutes the greatest snare
of all religions, because it is claimed to find support
in the Seriptures and that the Catholic Hierarchy
represents the Lord God, whereas the doctrines of
that system are the precepts of men contrary to the
Word of God. The Catholic religionists cause eredu-
lous people to draw near to God with their mouths, and
that without any heart devotion to God or his Word
of truth. “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as
this people draw near me with their mouth, and with
their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by
the precept of men.” (Isa. 29:13) They are thus en-
snared and kept blind to God’s gracious purpose.
That religion is a racket because millions of credu-
lous persons are because of fear induced to give over
their material substance to Catholic priests who falsely
claim to be able to bring salvation to them and to their
loved ones. The Roman Catholic Hierarchy claim that
their chief mission is “the saving of souls” from pur-
gatory or eternal torment, whereas they do exactly
the contrary. No man can save a soul, because salva-
tion is of Jehovah, whereas the Hierarchy teaches and
practices that which is an abomination in the sight
of God and which he declares is abominable. The
Roman Catholic Hierarchy have taken out of the
Scriptures a few texts here and there and associated
such Secriptural texts with their own false teachings
of men, and, using these and by putting the people
in fear, they thereby ensnare millions of persons and
cause them to fall away and be turned against God.
Jehovah deseribes the true state and attitude of these
religious leaders by causing them to utter the fol-
lowing words: “For we have made lies our refuge,
and under falsehood we have hid oursclves.” (Isa.
28:15) The mere fact that a man is sincere in his
devotion to his religion, and believes that by follow-
ing religious instructions given to him by his clergy-
man or priest he will be saved, is no evidence what-
soever that he is even approaching salvation, but, on
the contrary, such person is being led directly into
the Devil’s snare. Why are religion and religious
practices detrimental to men? Because religion is
based upon a false conccption of God and of his pro-
vision for man, and because religion is the invention
of Satan, God’s enemy, and intended by the enemy
to mock God and to destroy men. It is a fraud and
is deceptive because operated and carried on in the
name of God and Christ, when in faet it is exactly
opposed to Jehovah and his kingdom. It leads men
into destruction. For these reasons the Lord Jesus
says that Satan is a liar and murderer. That which
is false cannot possibly sanctify one and enable such
a one to walk in the paths of righteousness. All doc-
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trines invented or promulgated by man that in any
manner contradict the Word of God are false doc-
trines. The Catholic organization and its priests have
no power whatsoever to save souls, and making the
people believe that they possess such power is not
only a falsehood but an abomination in God’s sight.
The Catholic Hierarchy falsely claim to represent God
and Christ. If they did represent God and Christ,
then they would obey God’s commandments and teach
his Word; but, on the contrary, like the Pharisees
of old, they have made the Word of God of none effect
by means of their tradition, exactly as Jesus told the
Jewish clergy that they had done.—Matt. 15:1-9.

HOW SANCTIFIED

20 When Jésus was about to be taken away and put
to death he prayed to Jehovah in behalf of his faith-
ful disciples, and, among other things, e said in that
prayer: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word
is truth.” (John 17:17) Such is God’s means of sane-
tification. There is no other way of sanctification.
Therefore the teaching of the doctrines of men ac-
complishes anything but sanctification. It is not pos-
sible for a man to walk in the way of righteousness
without having a righteous guide. A perfect guide is
necessary- for man, because man is imperfect. Man
cannot be properly guided by anything that is false.
To be properly guided he must choose the way of
truth and then follow in that way. When a man con-
secrates himself to God, he then truly says, as it is
written: “I have chosen the way of truth: thy judg-
ments have I laid before me.” (Ps. 119:30) The true
guide for man is the Word of God. “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” (Ps.
119:105) Having chosen the way of the truth, the
man seeking salvation must continue to pray, as it
is written: “Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for
thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait
all the day.” (Ps. 25:5) Those who devote themselves
to God have their pathway marked out for them in
the proper way; as it is written: “All the paths of
the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies.” (Ps. 25:10) When
one walks in the way which God has marked out for
obedient man, he is walking in the way of salvation.
“For the word of the Lord is right; and all his works
are done in truth.” (Ps. 33:4) The truth of God
never fails. “For his merciful kindness is great to-
ward us: and the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.
Praise ye the Lord:” (Ps. 117:2) What is the truth?
Certainly not the opinions of man, when man is so
imperfect and unable to save himself. Jesus answered
the question when he said God’s Word is truth. (John
17:17) “Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteous-
ness, and thy law is the truth.” (Ps. 119:142) The
law of God is always true. Consequently the man who
seeks the way to salvation must be governed by God’s
law, and not by the teachings of men,

31 That all men came into the world as sinners, being
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imperfect by reason of Adam’s sin, is made certain
by the Scriptures. “Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” (Rom.
5:12) All such are born in sin and shapen in inig-
uity, and unwillingly so. “Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”
(Ps. 51:5) All, therefore, are born in bondage to
sin, which is certain to result in their destruction
if they continue therein. How is it possible for any-
one to get free? Certainly not by following error and
praeticing religion. The faet that Jesus died to pro-
vide a redemptive price for the benefit of sinners
does not automatically release men from the effects
of sin. Something must be done by the creature be-
fore he can receive the benefit of the ransom sacrifice.
One may say, “I believe in the Lord Jesus” ; but that
of itself is not sufficient. How, then, can he get free
and walk in the way of salvation? Jesus gave the
answer: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which be-
lieved on him, If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31,32)
One who believes on the Lord must then study God’s
Word of truth and deport himself according to that
truth. The Bible, which contains God’s Word of truth,
is provided for the benefit of men now on earth, and
those who would receive salvation must study it and
find out what is the will of God concerning them.
22 The precious promises that guide men are con-
tained in the Bible, but the Roman Catholic Hier-
archy insist upon their teaching that the ordinary
people whom they call “the ehildren of the Catholic
Church” should not have the Bible and should not
attempt even to read it except by the guidance of
the priest, but that the people should take what the
priest teaches and obey the doctrines of the Catholic
Church. What possibly could be the motive to so teach
sincere people? Manifestly to keep them in subjection
to the Catholic organization that the Catholic Hier-
archy might use their so-called “children of the
church” to support them and to enable them to carry
on their racket. That religious organization well knows
that, when a sincere and honest person learns what
is true in God’s Word concerning salvation, such sin-
cere person will quickly abandon the Catholic organi-
zation and strive to follow in the way of the Lord,
because he sees plainly that salvation cannot come
from any creature or organization, but that all sal-
vation is from Jehovah. The Catholic system of reli-
gion, therefore, is a deadly enemy of the people. In-
stead of taking the Word of God and instrueting the
people with it, the priests of the Catholic organiza-
tion harangue the people and insist on their keeping
away from the Bible. What, then, should the sincere
Catholics or others do instead of obeying the priest
and receiving his approval? The Scriptures answer:
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
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ing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain
babblings; for they will increase unto more ungodli-
ness.” (2 Tim. 2:15,16) No class of men have any
asuthority to set up a system of religion and teach
contrary to the Word of God and to induce people
to believe that such a system of religion is a means
of salvation. The one who is saved must devote him-
self to God and study God’s Word that he may re-
ceive God’s approval, and while so doing, as the fore-
going scripture states, he must “shun ... vain bab-
blings”. Surely the repeating over and over again of
some words addressed to a creature, or even to the
Creator for that matter, is vain, and such, according
to the Scriptures, is vain babbling and ‘increases unto
more ungodliness’.

3 A striking example of “vain babblings” is this
one invented by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, name-
ly, the credulous people are taught to pray by repeat-
ing over and over again words to this effect: “Holy
Mary, mother of God, pray for me. Holy Mary, mother
of God, pray for me”; and with each utterance they
are taught to fumble a string of beads called “the
rosary”. Such a religious practice is entirely contrary
to God’s Word and could not possibly receive God’s
approval, but, on the contrary, he says that to him
it is an abomination. The credulous Catholic child
so praying thinks he is praying to a woman. For more
than 1500 years sincere Catholic persons have been
thus doing, addressing their prayer to Mary, the
mother of Jesus. Did she ever hear the prayers of
any such? and does she hear those prayers now and
answer them? Certainly not; because she died more
than eighteen hundred years ago and could not pos-
sibly be awakened out of death until the coming of
the Lord Jesus to the temple, in 1918. (1 Thess.
4:13-16; 2 Tim. 4:1) To be sure, Mary, the mother
of Jesus, was devoted to Jehovah; but she was a hu-
man creature born imperfect and required the benefit
of the ransom sacrifice for her salvation, and her
resurrection must wait until Christ Jesus appeared
and began his reign, as the Scriptures plainly so state.
Surely, then, the prayers to Mary during the fifteen
hundred years past have been entirely in vain and
the poor people have been induced by the preachers
to act in this erroneous way. Furthermore, God never
authorized anyone aside from Jesus and himself to
receive and answer prayers. There is no seripture
that warrants one’s praying to Mary. To his diseiples
Jesus taught that they must pray to “thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in
secret, shall reward thee openly. But when ye pray,
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they
think that they shall be heard for their much speak-
ing”. (Matt. 6:6,7) Seeing that the constant repeti-
tion even unto God is in vain, then certainly it is
vain to repeat time and again words addressed to
any creature, including Mary. As to the proper way
to pray, Jesus gave this instruction: “After this
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art
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in, heaven.” (Matt. 6:6-9) Does Jesus or Jehovah
in any manner instruct men to pray to creatures or
in the name of any creature aside from the name
of the Lord Jesus? Certainly not, but, on the con-
trary, Jesus instructs as follows: “And whatsoever
ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask
any thing in my name, I will do it.” (John 14:13, 14)
Contrary to the instructions of Jehovah and Christ
Jesus, the clergy turn the minds of the people away
from God and to the creature, which causes them to
worship and serve creatures rather than Jehovah;
as it is written: “Who changed the truth of God
into a lie, and worshipped and served the creaturc
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever.” (Rom.
1:25) Such is an abomination in the sight of God.

Tt may well be said that honest and sincere per-
sons who by reason of the influence of the Catholie
Hierarchy have been denied the Bible and kept in
ignorance of the proper course to take are therefore
not to be severely blamed because of their ignorance
and their vain prayers and vain repetition ; but when
the truth is hrought to the attention of such persons,
then their responsibility is greater and continues to
increase according to their knowledge. Religious teach-
ings, that is, teachings promulgated by religious or-
ganizations, cannot be a guide to salvation, but, on
the contrary, lead men into the snare of the Devil,
and only the Lord’s truth can rescue them therefrom;
and as they come to a knowledge of what is in his
Word, they must continue to inform themselves and
walk in the way of righteousness.

# But how about one who has been in bondage to
the religious organizations and who is later informed
of the truth of God’s Word and learns that the only
means of salvation is from Jehovah by and through
Christ Jesus and his kingdom and who then resists
or shuns the truth and opposes the kingdom of God
under Christ and continues to tenaciously lold fast
to the religious organization? While continuing in
such a way, is it possible for him to find salvation?
Will the ransom sacrifice operate beneficially toward
such a person? If this person dies while still in oppo-
sition to God’s kingdom under Christ, do the Serip-
tures show that he will be awakened out of death
and be given an opportunity for the salvation of life
during the reign of Christ? The proper answer to
these questions must have the full support of the
Scriptures. Therefore let the Secriptures speak.

26 There are said to be many millions of persons
on earth who are adherents to the Catholic organi-
zation and who support the Hierarchy. At the present
time Christ Jesus is judging the nations of the earth
and is gathering unto himself his “other sheep” that
shall comprise the “great multitude”. (John 10:16)
No doubt many of such sincerc persons are in the
denominations of the Catholic organization, and some
in other religious organizations. The truth is preached
within the hearing of such as a witness, and they hear
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and believe, and those who do sincerely believe hasten
to abandon the religious organization and to seek and
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ, the King. Seeing the
truth and observing those who are serving the truth,
such persons do good unto the followers of Christ.
‘What is the promise and hope of such? Such is show-
ing goodness unto Christ Jesus by doing good to his
servants, Jesus says to those who thus show their de-
votion to him: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world. . . . These shall go . . . into life eternal.”
(Matt. 25: 34, 46) But there are many others in these
religious organizations who also hear the message of
the kingdom, and, instead of receiving it joyfully,
they spurn that message and hold steadfastly with
the Catholic Hierarchy and join with the Hierarchy
in indulging in the eruel persecution of Jehovah’s
faithful people who are serving God and Christ. If
those persecutors of the Lord die while in that condi-
tion of opposition, shall they be awakened out of death
and avail themselves of the benefit of the ransom saeri-
fice? Jesus answers, “These shall go away into ever-
lasting [cutting off (Diaglott)].” Addressing himself
to them he says: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.”
(Matt. 25:41) There would seem to be no reason or
Seriptural authority for saying that such will be awak-
ened out of death.

37 Is it Seriptural to hold that one must be begotten
of the spirit before he can be everlastingly destroyed
in the “second death”, from which there is no resur-
rection? (Rev. 20:14; 21:8) One who willfully re-
jects the Lord and his kingdom and persecutes those
who advertise God’s kingdom is certainly sinning
against the light, because it is the spirit of God
that causes the light to shine out that men may see
the way to salvation. Such, therefore, is sinning against
the spirit of God. Jesus says: ‘He who speaketh against
the holy spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither
in this world nor in the world to come.” (Matt. 12:32)
“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sins.” (Heb. 10:26) While this seripture
applies specifically to those once in line for the king-
dom, yet it announces the rule that applies to all, in
harmony with the words of Jesus that he addresses
to the “goats”. (BMMatt, 25:41) Without a question of
doubt there are many among the clergy who profess
to be the servants of God and Christ who have the
Bible and claim to teach it, and who see, from the
evidence that the Lord has brought to their attention,
that the kingdom is now here, and yet tlose men,
moved by selfishness, spurn the kingdom and the king-
dom message and persecute those who bring the mes-
sage to the people. They also use all their power and
influence to prevent the people from hearing the truth
of and concerning the kingdom. Certainly they are
not ignorant. Their opposing the kingdom of God is
not because of ignorance, but they are doing so will-
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fully. They are far better informed than the Phari-
sees of old, and of necessity the Lord’s announced rule
as against thie Pharisees applies with equal strength
to those modern-day clergymen above deseribed ; and
concerning such the Lord Jesus says: “But woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypoerites! for ye shut up
the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are enter-
ing to go in. Woe unto you, seribes and Pharisees,
hypoerites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte ; and when he is made, ye make him twofold
more the child of hell than yourselves. Ye serpents,
ye generation of vipers! how ean ye escape the dam-
nation of hell?’ (Matt. 23:13, 15, 33) For such will-
ful, deliberate opposers of the kingdom, is there any
further benefit to be received by them from the ran-
som sacrifice? The Seriptural answer is No. God
caused to be written concerning such willful sinners
these words: “He that despised Moses’ law died with-
out mercy under two or three witnesses: of how much
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God,
and hath counted the blood of the covenant, where-
with he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the spirit of grace ¥’~Heb. 10: 28, 29.

% Not only have such willful sinners indulged in
religious teachings and practices contrary to God’s
Word, by which they have led numerous ones into
the Devil’s snare, but they have also willfully caused
millions of others to be ensnared by the Devil by pre-
venting them from hearing the truth. There is a great
crowd of persohs who willfully support the religious
leaders and join with those leaders in the opposition
to the kingdom of God under Christ. If they should
die in that condition, is there hope for them in the
resurrection period? If awakened in the reign of
Christ, is there any reason why they would avail
themselves of the ransom sacrifice and obey the divine
law? It does not appear that they would. The present
is a time parallel to or likened to the time of the
deluge, and like conditions now obtain, and concern-
ing which Jesus says: “And as it was in the days of
No'e, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.
They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they
were given in marriage, until the day that No’e en-
tered into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed
them all. Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot;
they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded.” (Luke 17:26-28) God’s Word
does not hold out any hope of salvation to those reli-
gious leaders who willingly oppose his kingdom and
his King, nor does it hold out hope for the adherents
of those religious systems who likewise willfully op-
pose the kingdom.

RESPONSIBILITY
*® The present-day situation intensifies the respon-
sibility resting upon those of the remnant and their
companions, who have been enlightened by the truth
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and have undertaken to serve God and his King. The
people who have long been held in bondage to reli-
gious traditions are in danger of certain destruction.
It is the will of God that they shall be warned. There-
fore God says to his covenant people: “Ye are my
witnesses, saith the Lord, . . . that I am God.” (Isa.
43:10,12) Go, therefore, and tell the truth to the
people about the kingdom, regardless of opposition.
“Warn them from me.” “If thou dost not speak to
warn the wicked from his way [of wickedness], that
. . . man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will
I require at thine hand.” (Ezek. 33:7,8) Proclaim.
ing this gospel of the kingdom is for a witness to the
people of earth, and those to whom this gospel has
been committed must be diligent in obeying the com-
mandment to preach this gospel now. (Matt. 24:14)
It will not do to wait until after Armageddon to
give the warning, because then it will be too late.
The “strange work” of the Lord must be completed
before Armageddon, and that “strange work” is to
proclaim the truth against all forms of religion, which
are an abomination in the sight of God, and is to
make known to the people that all salvation is of
Jehovah through Christ Jesus his King.

PURPOSE OF SALVATION

8 Jehovah has provided for the salvation of men,
not merely for their benefit, but for his own name’s
sake. His great name is involved because the enemy
has challenged him to find men who would grove
faithful to him under the test. If God would force
salvation upon men or provide for their automatic
salvation through the benefit of the ransom sacrifice,
that would not sustain his good name, but it would
be merely an exhibition of his power. God could have
so made Adam that he could not sin; but He did not
do that. He gave Adam a choice of obedience and
life or lawlessness and death. Adam chose the latter,
and died, and must remain in that condition. Could
Jehovah God put on the earth men who under the
test would remain true and faithful to him? That is
the issue. Satan declared God could not do so. God
will prove beyond all doubt that he can do $o. He
makes provision for Christ Jesus to buy mankind,
and he offers men salvation, provided they will aecept
and conform themselves to his rules, and those who
do comply with the divine rules shall live, because
by so doing they prove their integrity toward God
and magnify his name.

81 Fajthful men from Abel to John maintained their
integrity toward God and thereby proved Satan a liar;
yet those men cannot receive life everlasting until
first Jehovah builds up his capital organization. (IHeb.
11:39, 40) Now God has builded up Zion (Ps. 102: 16),
and those of Zion who have proved themselves faith-
ful have maintained their integrity toward God and
proved his supremacy, and that proves Satan is a liar.
Now the Lord is gathering unto himself his “other
sheep” that will comprise the “great multitude”, and
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all of such that prove faithful and maintain their
integrity will be a vindication of Jehovah’s name.
That does not mean that all who are Jonadabs will
prove faithful but all who are ultimately of the
“great multitude” must be faithful and shall main-
tain their integrity toward God, and, so doing, they
will prove Satan a liar. It is that faithful great mul-
titude to whom God will commit the great privilege
of fulfilling his mandate to “multiply and fill the
earth” (Gen. 1:28), and those who then compose
the righteous people of the earth will receive the
benefit of salvation, and they also will be a vindica-
tion of Jehovah’s name. All this work Jehovah does
through his beloved Son Christ Jesus, who is his
Vindicator. Therefore, as it is written, “Salvation be-
longeth to Jehovah,” and not to any other. The man
Jesus proved his integrity toward God and proved
Satan is a liar. Jesus was subjected to the greatest
opposition and suffered the ignominious death upon
the tree that he might have pre-eminence in all things,
and particularly in maintaining his integrity towards
Jehovah. (Col. 1: 18) Because of his wholehearted and
complete obedience even to the ignominious death God
raised Jesus out of death and gave him “a name which
is above every name” and provided that Christ Jesus
shall be honored ahove all others and next to Jehovah:
“that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.” (Phil. 2:10,11) The salvation which
Jehovah has provided for human creatures is for his
own glory, as above stated in the seripture, and there-
fore for his own name’s sake.

32 The perfect life of Jesus furnished the purchase
price for humankind, and all of the human race that
avail themselves of the benefit of that purchase price
by asking for it and by then continuing to walk ae-
cording to the rules of the Lord in sanctification and
full obedience shall receive God’s precious gift, which
is life everlasting administered by and through Christ
Jesus. (Rom. 6:23) All of such shall confess the name
of and joyfully submit to Christ Jesus the King, whom
Jehovah has made the Ruler over the earth. All of
such shall be to the glory of Almighty God, proving
to all ercatures God’s supremacy and that his name
alone is Jehovah.

33 To offset the marvelous provision Jehovah has
made for the vindieation of his name and the salva-
tion of men the Devil invents and puts into operation
religion, by which means the religious practitioners
claim that salvation comes to man by being religious.
Religion turns the people away from God and dis-
honors his name. Such is the Devil’s purpose in his
futile attempt to carry out his wicked challenge to
Jehovah. Religion is the means of putting fear into
men’s mind, and by this means millions of human
creatures are led into the snare of Satan, Being there,
they do not ask for the benefit of the ransom sacri-
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fice, and there is no Scripture proof or other reason
why they should ever be resurrected and receive the
benefit thereof. The religionists have induced the peo-
Ple to believe that there is a race between God and
the Devil as to which may obtain the greater number
of souls or persons. There is no such rival race. God
permits the Devil to put forth every effort at his
command to gain his end, and the Devil fails, and
this will be completely made known at Armageddon.
God provides through Christ Jesus salvation for those
who believe God and Christ Jesus as the Redeemer
and Savior of men. When the whole matter is fin-
ished, all the wicked will have perished for ever and
all who trust in God and in Christ and joyfully obey
shall receive salvation in its fullness. Then every crea-
ture that breathes will be praising Jehovah the Al-
mighty One.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

¥ 1. What is required of every human creature that obtains
salvation?

Te. thit provision has Jehovah made for the salvation of
man

Y 8. What is Jehovah’s primary purpose? and how is the
salvation of creatures related theretof

T 4. Will all human creatures benefit by reason of the ransom
sacrifice?

Y 5,6. Does the ransom sacrifice guarantee the awakening out
of death of Adam and all his offspring? How may we
know whether such answer is correct?

9 7. Explain whether it is reasonable to expect that Adam
will have further opportunity of life.

9 8. How does the situation as to Adam’s offspring differ
from that in regard to Adam?

¥ 9. How did God carry out his purpose to provide for the
redemption of mant

1 10. Explain whether God could consistently provide salva-
tion for both Adam and his offspring. Show that the
Scriptures make clear the conditions precedent to anyone’s
benefiting by the ransom sacrifice of Christ Jesus.

T 11. How has Jesus come into possession of full power and
authorit{ to give everlasting life to the offspring of Adam?
How will such provision affect the condition of Adam’s
offspring?

9 12. How can one .receive the benefit of the ransom sacrifice?
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Apply the prophetic illustration seen at Genesis 47: 19, 23,

T 13. What is meant by ‘‘consecration’’t By ¢‘sanctifica-
tion’’? Of whom are these required?

§ 14. What is required of each one who would receive the
benefit of the ransom sacrifice?

T 15. How do these requirements apply to the men of old named
or referred to at Hebrews 111

¥ 16. What in this regard is required of those of the ¢‘great
multitude’’?

9 17. What, then, are the conditions precedent to be performed
by everyone who would benefit by the ransom sacrifice?

T 18. Point out the origin and purpose of religion, and how
it has served that purpose. What instruction did Jehovah
give to the Israelites concerning religion and religionists?
and why did he so instruct them?

9 19, Why has religion, and particularly the Catholic religion,
with its practices, been so detrimentalf

T 20. With scriptures, point out the only way of sanctification.

¥ 21. Who need salvation, and how did they come into such
condition? Who will get free from that condition?

9 22. Why does the Catholic Hierarchy not encourage the use
of the Bible?

T 23. Show that religious practices are a violation of the Serip-
tures and increase to more ungodliness.

9 24. Are honest and sincere Catholic people to be blamed for
their ignorance of the proper course to take and for their
vain religious practices?

9 25. What questions here call for consideration? and how,
only, can they be properly answered?

T 26. Comﬁare the attitude and action of two classes today
who thereby qualify as ‘‘sheep’’ or ‘‘goats’’.

9 27. What, according to the Scriptures, is sufficient to consti-
tute sinning against the light? How have the modern-day
clergy been particularly blamable in this respect?

9 28. What, besides themselves resisting the truth, have the
religious leaders and the adherents of the religious sys-
tems done? Is it to be expected that these will be awak-
ened from death, and why?

9 29. What, then, is the present-day situation as intensifying
the responsibility of the remnant and their companions?
Why is it so important that they be diligent in obeying
the commandment to preach this gospel now?

§ 30. Why has-Jehovah provided for the salvation of mant
On what does the salvation of man now depend? and why
was it so arranged?

9 31. On what condition, and when, will those who compose
the righteous people of the earth receive the benefit of
salvation? Why is Christ Jesus called Jehovah’s Vindicator?

¥ 32. How will all of the human race who receive life have
had part in the vindication of Jehovali’s name?

9 33. How has Satan sought to thwart Jehovah’s purposef
How has this tended to serve such end? What will be the
outcome of the wlhole matter?

RELIGIONISM

salem after the seventy years of desolation of

the land, a delegation of men representing the
city of Bethel came up to Jerusalem to offer public
prayer to be seen of men and to inquire about their
self-imposed fasts and days of weeping and mourn-
ing over bygone events of Jewish history. At the time
the prophet Zechariah was encouraging the work on
the temple rather than taking time off to weep and
howl and afflict himself over past events, thereby
blinding oneself to the present great issue and to
the Lord’s commandments and requirements of serv-
ice at his temple. Henece the occasion became one for
the giving of the divine expression on so vital a mat-
ter. Zechariah reports: “Then came the word of the
Lord of hosts unto me, saying, Speak unto all the

DURING the rebuilding of the temple at Jeru-

people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When
ye fasted ana mourned in the fifth and seventh month,
even those seventy years [of captivity in Babylon],
did ye at all fast unto me, even to me?’ (7:4,5)
Since Jehovah raises the question, eertainly then they
had not indulged in these self-imposed arrangements
of men to glorify God or to remove the reproach that
had come on his name.

Jehovah’s prophet then tells these self-constituted
sanctimonious dreaming idolaters that when they did
eat and drink in their time of prosperity they did it,
not to use their strength in the service of the Lord,
but for their own selfish benefit: “And when ye used
to eat, and when ye used to drink, was it not of your
own accord ye did eat, and of your own accord ye
did drink? Should ye not [have been doing] the
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things which Jehovah had proclaimed by the hand of
the former prophets, while yet Jerusalem was inhab-
ited and in peace, with her cities round about her,
and the South and the Lowland were inhabited ¥’
—T7:6,7, Rotherham,

Prior to A.D. 1916 and the death that year of a
leading servant of the Lord (God those in a covenant
with Jehovah to do his will were in a prosperous con-
dition for that time. Their great adversity and cap-
tivity to Satan’s organization came in 1917 and 1918,
amid the World War. Thercafter the dreamers, who
are opposers, wept and howled, and still weep and
howl, because, as they say, ‘the last will and testa-
ment of a dead man was not strictly followed,” they
assuming that any man could put a restriction upon
God’s work. Jehovah by his prophet says to them that
instead of being sticklers for adhering to the words
and opinions of a deceased man they should study
the prophecies, which were aforetime written for the
comfort and aid and instruection of God’s people, and
that they should feed upon these words of the Lord
and be diligent to obey his commandments. The Lord
caused the prophet Isaiah to write concerning the
same class, at chapter fifty-eight, verses four and five,
saying: “Behold, ye fast for strife and debate, and
to smite with the fist of wickedness: ye shall not
fast as ye do this day, to make your voice to be heard
on high. Is it such a fast that I have chosen? a day
for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his
head as a bulrush, and to spread sackeloth and ashes
under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an accept-
able day to the Lord?’ To this prophecy The Watch-
tower called attention and urged upon the lukewarm
and the weeping ones to awaken and become obedient
to the commandments of the Lord. But they continue
to go on in their own way and give no heed to the
Word of God.—The Watchtower 1929, pages 131, 147.

Now the time has come to preach the truth and
the remnant must give the strictest heed to all the
commandments of the Lord. (Acts 3:22,23) If they
will avert the great calamity of going into captivity
to Satan’s organization and therefore falling at the
battle of Armageddon, they must follow closely the
Word of God as set forth by his prophets and which
Word was written for the special aid and comfort
of the Lord’s temple class, of which Christ Jesus is
the Head and Chief Corner Stone. It behooves every
one of the temple class to now walk circumspectly
and render full obedicnece unto the Lord.

God’s covenant people are commissioned to declare
the judgments previously written in his Word and
to render justice unto others. As stated at chapter
seven, verses eight and nine: “And the word of the
Lord came unto Zechariah, saying, Thus spcaketh
the Lord of losts, saying, Execute truec judgment,
and shew mercy and compassions every man to his
brother.” Those who have agreed to do the will of
God are admonished that they should not show par-
tiality or exalt the name of man. (Ps. 50:20; Luke
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16:15) Every member of the body of Christ should
show merey and compassion to his brethren and to
all those consecrated to God. This is what the Lord
God requires. (Mie. 6:8) To take selfish advantage
of a brother in the Lord is a very reprehensible thing
in God’s sight. Zechariah T:10 continues, saying:
“And oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the
stranger, nor the poor; and let none of you imagiue
evil against his brother in your heart.” Evil sutmising
and evil speaking against a brother is a manifesta-
tion of the spirit of the class known as the “man of
sin” and is evil against God's anointed ones, and the
practice of such will land the perpetrator of the
wrong into the “evil servant” class. (1 Thess. 5:15)
Those men who came from the city of Bethel to the
temple builders had been fasting, not to the glory
of the Lord, but for selish reasons; and the admoni-
tion is for those who are now on earth and who claim
to be followers of Christ Jesus to devote themselves,
not to fasting, but to joyful service to the Lord.

The Israelites were stiff-necked and refused to obey ;
and they suffered therefor. Their course of action and
punishment are noted as “ensamples” for our benefit,
that we may take the proper course. Concerning this
chapter seven, verse eleven, says: “But they refused
to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped
their ears, that they should not Lear.” Not only is
this the history of 2,500 years ago, but it exactly fits
what “Christendom” and the “evil servant” class are
doing and have been doing since 1922. Many who
claim to be God’s children, instead of willingly put-
ting their shoulder to the wheel with others in exalit-
ing the name of Jehovah, have opposed the kingdom
work and continue to oppose it, and to do so with
strong words and aects. Verse twelve says: “Yea, they
made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they
should hear the law, and the words which the Lord
of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former proph-
ets; thercfore came a great wrath from the Lord of
hosts.” They have closed their ears to the truth and
sct their hearts against the kingdom work. The wrath
of God came upon Israel for their disobedience ; and
that foreshadows that in the battle of the great day
of God Almighty a like punishment shall come upon
the opposers.

“Christendom” would not hear during what is
known as the “Elijah period” of the work of Jeho-
vah's people, down till A.D. 1918, and still persists
in stubbornness; and the “evil servant” eclass now
make an alliance with others of Satan’s organization
just as Judas Iscariot did, and put themselves in op-
position to God’s kingdom, and when they ery to God
he will not hear their cries. Verse thirteen of the
prophecy declares: “Therefore it is come to pass, that
as lie eried, and they would not hear; so they eried,
and I would not hear, saith the Lord of hosts.” Like-
wise Proverbs 1:20, 23, 24, 27-29 warns: “Wisdom
crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets.
Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my
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8pirit unto you, I will make known my words unto
you. Because I have called, and ye refused; I have
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; when
vour fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish
cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but
I will not answer; they shall seck me éarly, but they
shall not find me: for that they hated knowledge,
and did not choose the fear of the Lord.”

Jehovah scattered the Israelites with great trouble
by permitting them to be overthrown; concerning
which Zechariah 7:14 says: “But I scattered them
with a whirlwind among all the nations whom they
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knew not: thus the land was desolate after them,
that no man passed through nor returned; for they
laid the pleasant land desolate.” This is typical of
the “man of sin” eclass. Those who have been returned
from Satan’s organization Babylon, and been enlight-
ened and called to the kingdom and given the privi-
lege of temple work, and who then willfully become
lukewarm and disobedient, how much greater will be
their punishment! (Rev. 3:14-18; 1 Pet. 4:17; 2 Pet.
2:12, 13) Outward show for selfish reasons and hypoe-
risy will receive a just recompense at the hands of
the Lord. Those who joyfully obey will reccive the
approval of the Lord.

PRIVILEGES

hypocritical religionists had defiled his name, and

what should be their fate, to wit: “In their set-
ting of their threshold by my thresholds [in my tem-
ple], and their post by my post, and the wall between
me and them; they have even defiled my holy name
by their abominations that they have committed:
wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger.”
(Ezek. 43:8) Today worldly rulers have made God’s
sacred temple to appear as a common thing. Politi-
cians, Big Business, and the clergy have used the
name of Almighty God for their own wicked and
selfish purposes. In Germany, for example, even as
elsewhere, they have set up a state religion in the
name of Almighty God, and have told the people that
such state religion must be practiced by them. They
have suppressed the truth and God’s witnesses in the
truth. The subservient clergy in such lands, together
with their allies, have held forth politics and what
is called “patriotism” as the obligation which God
has laid upon his people. Many of those would-be
leaders have adopted their own abominable creation,
the League of Nations, as a substitute for the king-
dom of Almighty God, and have set that abominable
thing in God’s holy place. Sueh defiling will no longer
be possible under God’s arrangement. (Ezek. 45:1-6)
Because of these detestable acts committed by “Chris-
tendom” Jehovah consumes them in his anger. The
words (at Ezckiel 43:8) “I have consumed them in
mine anger” are prophetic words of what Jehovah
will do in his slaughter at Armageddon to these de-
filers, just as he did to the ancient kings of typical
Israel.

Jehovah now in his temple says to Ezekiel, and
therefore to the class whom Ezckiel represents: “Now
let them put away their whoredom, and the carcases
of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the
midst of them for ever.” (Ezek. 43:9) These words
constitute a warning to God’s remnant now, and to
everyone who has made an agreement or covenant to
do Jehovah’s will.

JEHOVAH told his faithful prophet Ezekiel how

In the land of “Christendom”, and within the so-
called “church” systems, there are those who have
made an implied covenant with God and who think
to make themseives acceptable by self-righteousness,
and yet at the same time they sympathize and affili-
ate with, obey and even fight for the ruling faetors
of Satan’s organization, who are like dead ecarcasses.
These must be put away.

The purposes of Jehovah are symbolized in this
visionary temple described by Ezekiel’s record. “Thou
son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel,
that they may be ashamed of their iniquities; and
let them measure the pattern.” (Ezek. 43:10) This
is a commandment of the Almighty God to his faith-
ful remnant to make known to all “Christendom”
his purposes. This message must go to the “prisoner”
class, and to the self-righteous, that they may have
an opportunity to diseern the difference between the
holy and the unclean, and between God’s organiza-
tion and his works and, on the other hand, the works
and organization of Satan the encmy.

A knowledge of their real condition should make
prospeetive members of the “great multitude” ashamed,
repentant and eager to join God’s servants in acknowl-
edging, honoring and obeying “the higher powers”,
namely, Jehovah, the Most High God, and his King
of kings, Christ Jesus. “And if they be ashamed of
all that they have done, shew them the form of the
house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out
thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the forms
thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the
forms thereof, and all the laws thereof; and write it
in their sight, that they may keep the whole form
thereof, and all the ordinances thercof, and do them.”
(Ezek. 43:11) This command applies to God’s rem-
nant now. Great is their privilege to execute it.

*“This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the
moantain, the whole limit thereof round about shall
be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the house.”
(Ezek. 43:12) The profane and unclean must keep
away from the temple ground. The house of Jehovah



382

is high up: “the mountain of Jehovah’s house.” (Isa.
2:2,3, A.R.V.) Thus the temple proper as seen in
Ezekiel’s vision is built upon the third platform, the
topmost above the ground that is outside of the wall
of the outer court. The entire enclosure is on the top
of the great mountain seen in vision by Ezekiel. (Ezek,
40:2) This shows that Jehovah’s royal house or tem-
ple class surmounts the mountain of God’s organiza-
tion and is the capitol of that organization.

In Jehovah’s temple envisioned by Ezekiel there
was an altar. In the fulfillment of that prophetic vi-
sion the Lord Jesus Christ is the great sacrificing
Priest, and his service is all-sufficient for the atone-
ment of sin. The Lord’s remnant on earth are shown
the measurements of the altar, that they may have
an appreciation of what sacrifices they may offer.
(1 Pet. 2:5) Revelation 11: 1 states: “And there was
given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood,
saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein.” “And
these are the.measures of the altar after the cubits:
The cubit is a cubit and an handbreadth; even the
bottom shall be a cubit, and the breadth a cubit, and
the border thereof by the edge thereof round about
shall be a span: and this shall be the higher place
of the altar. And from the bottom upon the ground
even to the lower settle shall be two cubits, and the
breadth one cubit; and from the lesser settle even
to the greater settle shall be four cubits, and the
breadth one cubit. So the altar shall be four cubits;
and from the altar and upward shall be four horns.
And the altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad,
square in the four squares thereof. And the settle
shall be fourteen cubits long, and fourteen broad in
the four squares thereof; and the border about it
shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall
be a cubit about; and his stairs [the steps thereof
(R.V.)] shall look toward the east.” (Ezek. 43:13-17)
The hearth of the altar is foursquare. In offering the
sacrifice the high priest ascends the altar steps with
his face westward toward the door of the temple,
moving in the same direction as the sun moves across
the sky.

The altar here described is different from the “altar
of woad” situated in the holy of the temple. (Ezck.
41:22) Primarily the altar here represents the ran-
som sacrifice of Christ Jesus. The Lord Jesus stated
that his blood is the blood of the New Covenant;
therefore the altar must represent sacrificial privileges
in connection with the New Covenant, which must be
validated at Mount Zion with the blood of Christ
Jesus. The faithful followers of Christ Jesus, and
therefore members of the royal priesthood, officiate
at this altar by reason of the fact that they are ‘made
able ministers of the new covenant’. (2 Cor. 3:6)
Jehovah selects those of the royal priesthood, and
with that man has no deciding power whatsoever.
“And thou shalt give to the priests the Levites that
be of the seed [house] of Zadok, which approach
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{are near (E.V.)] unto me, to minister unto me,
saith the Lord God, a young bullock for a sin offer-
ing.” (Ezek. 43:19) The heavenly priesthood will
not be of the ancient priestly order of the house of
Aaron. The clergy of “Christendom” will be no part
thereof. Not even Christ Jesus selects these places
for himself, “So also Christ glorified not himself to
be made an high priest; but he that said unto him,
Thou art my Son, today have I begotten thee. As he
saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for
ever after the order of Melchisedec.” (Heb. 5:5,6)
Jehovah decides the entire matter. All of the royal
priesthood are selected by Jehovah, and these are
with Christ Jesus, the High Priest, at the inaugura-
tion of the New Covenant, at his coming to the temple.

As Christ Jesus approached to the inauguration
of the New Covenant he approached Jehovah God on
the basis of the merit of his own human sacrifice (this
being pictured in Ezekiel’s vision of the temple by
“a young bullock for a sin offering”), which saerifice
was made in behalf of the obedient ones of mankind.
The underpriests, that is, the members of the body
of Christ, accompany him at the inauguration of the
New Covenant. Verses 20 and 21 of the prophecy
(Ezekiel 43) picture the application of his merit in
behalf of those of mankind that believe and obey.
The true and meritorious ‘blood sprinkling’ took place
at the making of the New Covenant nineteen hundred
years ago; as it is written: “And to Jesus the medi-
ator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprin-
kling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.”
—Heb. 12: 24,

According to Ezekiel 43:22, the offering of the
kid is not made at the same time as that of the bul-
lock, but on the second day of the temple service:
“And on the second day thou shalt offer a kid of
the goats without blemish for a sin offering; and
they shall cleanse the altar, as they did cleanse it
with the bullock.” The “kid of the goats” represents
the members of the body of Christ, the underpriest-
hood, and this illustration shows that the sacrifice of
the body by the Lord is only secondary in significance
at the inauguration of and carrying into effect of the
New Covenant. The body members have part in it
by reason of the fact that they are part of the pricst-
hood, but the real value is in Christ Jesus himself.

In the temple service the burnt offering determines
the acceptableness of the sin offering: “When thou
hast made an end of cleansing [the altar], thou shalt
offer a young buliock without blemish, and a ram out
of the flock without blemish. And thou shalt offer
them before [Jehovah], and the priests shall cast salt
upon them, and they shall offer them up for a burnt
offering unto [Jehovah]. Seven days shalt thou pre-
pare every day a goat for a sin offering : they shall also
prepare a young bullock, and a ram out of the flock,
without blemish.,” (Ezek. 43:23-25) The offering of
the bullock as a sin offering is followed by the burnt
offering, which is evidence of God’s acceptance of
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the sin offering. From Pentecost until now God has
been aceepting those who will finally constitute mem-
bers of the body of Christ, and who are pictured by
the sin offering of the “kid of the goats”, which was
offered on each day for seven days. “Seven days shall
they purge [make atonement for] the altar, and
purify it; and they shall conscerate themselves.”
(Ezek. 43:26) The closing hours of the ‘seventh
day’ are now here and the purging or atoning work
will soon end.

The end of the period of sacrifice of Christ Jesus
and his body members will mark the end of the “seven
days”. “And when these days are expired, it shall be,
that upon the eighth day, and so forward, the priests
shall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and
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your peace offerings; and I will aceept you, saith
the Lord God.” (Ezek. 43:27) The “eighth day”
is the day or time following the period of sacrifice;
henee it marks the beginning of the day of fulfilling
of the divine mandate to “fill the earth” by the “great
multitude” under the kingdom of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Then the people will be calling on the name
of Jehovah “to serve him with one consent”, and the
royal priesthood will be serving for the reconcilia-
tion of the people with God. The work of reconcilia-
tion will continue during the millennial or thousand-
year reign, and at the conclusion thereof “I will
aceept you, saith the Lord God”. That will mark
the time when Christ Jesus turns over the kingdom
to Jehovah.—1 Cor, 15:24.

LETTERS

PHONOGRAPH HAS HELPED WONDERFULLY
DEAk BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Just a line to say how wonderfully the phonograph work has
helped me to fulfill my obligations to the Lord. It is just as
if you were working with me, doing the hardest part, The abun-
dant joy of Jehovah’s organization, after the deep poverty
suﬁs;ed at Satan’s hands, is more than one can express in
words,

With much love and many thanks to the brethren for the
provision of the phonograph,

Your sister in Jehovah’s service,
GLADYS SACKVILLE, Vancouver.

JEHOVAN’'S PRAISE SUNG WITH PHONOGRAPH
DEAR BROTHER KUTHERFORD:

With echoes of the great international convention 1n London
still ringing in our hearts to help us on our way, we returned
last week to our corner of the field here in Paris. It would be
impossible to attempt to pen my gratitude to Jehovah for all
the good things received at his hand during that wonderful
congress, and I can but say that every item on the program
was a fresh thrill, not forgetting the wide work of prepara-
tion and advertising which took place beforehand in which
every one of us had opportunity of taking part.

It is a pretty tough job here in this city, in view of the lan-
uage difficulty, and also the dreadful ‘concierge’ custom, ete.;
ut we came back with fresh determination to press on in this

glorious fight, In the past it has been thought that Paris, with
its huge blocks of flats, would be difficult to work with the
phonograph on first calls, but the big convention gave us a
gpurt and we have found a way. We are not free to use the
doorstep method with the phonograph as in England, because
of the necessary continual dodging of these ‘concierge’ persons
(who do not even stop at manhandling us if they feel so in-

clined); but, by using a tiny folding machine which can be
got right into the homes of people, Jehovali’s praises are being
sung in spite of our sparse knowledge of French, and many
interesting experiences are coming our way.

Everyone here is talking about the probability of war in a
few days, and all sorts of preparations are being made. People
are standing in groups in the streets conversing in anxious tones,
and some of the women are in tears because their menfolks
have been called up. But we rejoice as the GREAT war (Arma-
geddon) approaches, and we thank our Father for our little

art in his great organization, in every privilege of daily going
1n service to him. May we continue to stand shoulder to shoul-
der in that.

A German Jew who had been in a concentration camp said
warmly that he thought Jehovah’s witnesses were the most
courageous people on earth. We are joyful to share with our
brethren throughout the world in the difficulties and joys in
whatever is in Store for us. In our Father’s strength we can
accomplish all things. With love and greetings from

Your sister in the grand fight,
V. G. RELF, Pioneer.

DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN INTEGRITY
DEAk BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

We, your brethren assembled 1n convention at Detroit, desire
to express our gratitude and joy to Jehovah for the prnivilege
of being his witnesses. We are glad to be colaborers with you
1n exposing the ememies of Jehovah.

After the talks on Saturday and Sunday [September 10,11},
we are more determined than ever to maintain our integrity to
Jehovah and lis kingdom. We will, by the Lord’s grace, show
this by our increased activity in the Lord’s work,

We send you our Christian love. May Jehovah continue to
bless you and direct you in this day of battle.

(Continued from page $70)

“WATCHTOWER” CAMPAIGN

Four full months of 1939, January to April inclusive, have
been set aside for the biggest, if not most important, yet of the
campaigns to pubhsh Jehovah’s kingdom, It is designated the
“Wutcﬁtower’ ! campaign because of the special offer made,
agreeable to arrungements of the Society, to wit, a full year’s
subscription for the magazine The Watchtower together with
the book Enemies or any other one desired of the bound book
series apd a copy of the new booklet Face the Facts, on a con-
tribution of but $1.00. This will be the offer in every language
in which The Watchtower appears; hence this four-month cam-
paign will be both international and world-wide. Every reader
of The Watchtower whou appreciates 1ts real value and the dire
need of all people of good will today for its spintual food, will
without urging desire to take part in this campaign. If not al-
ready in touch with the Society’s service organization, write
this office and make arrangements for the campaign. All pub-

lishers should begin preparing now for this event. A monthly
report in the regular way will be expected of each publisher.
Consult the Informant for all details hereon.

“FAITHFUL AND TRUE”

The ¢¢Faithful and True’’ testimony period will continue on
to the end of December. A most unusual offer makes this
period an outstanding one, to wit: Vindication, Book One,
Book Two, and Book Three, are together being offered to the
public on a contribution of but 35c. All kingdom publishers
familiar with this marvelous exposition of the entire prophecy
of Ezekiel know that they set forth repeatedly God’s great
purpose: ‘‘And they shall know that I am Jehovah.’’ As an
alternative the publishers may place the book Preparatvon and
the new booklet Warning on a 23c contribution, At the least;
Warning should be placed, on Sc. Let all promptly report their
work.
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