THENES 5w Rt

. e
n Bakof Beighy

SEMIMONTHLY

JANUARY 15, 1938

CONTENTS

2 ST R 7

v, e ,/' \" (‘
MRS >
A
d \

No. 2

19

JoNAH (Part 1)
Questions for Study

I  SMYRNA AND PERGAMOS

d ¢‘‘HIis Work’’

i

B PORTABLE PHONOGRAPH
1

YEAR BoOoK FOorR 1038

1938 CALENDAR

witnesses N&i/¥
saith JerovaH,
that 1am God

Isa, 43:12

=

e §

0\

=




Fhe WATCHTOWER

PUBLISHED SEMIMONTHLY By

WATCH TOWER BIBLE ® TRACT SOCIETY
117 Adams Street -  Brooklyn, N.Y,U.S. A,

OFFICERS
J. F. RUTHERFORD President W. E. VAN AMBURGH Secretary

“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Laiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed
with all power in heaven and earth, and the Cluef Executive
Officer of Jehovah.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfeet
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wllfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life,

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every crenture and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
Brivilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare
is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throme of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ, which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great
sct is the destruction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall live
on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling

the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people
of good will. It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers
and the Society supplies other literature to aid in such studies.
It publishes suitable material for radio broadeasting and for
other means of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances, It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his beloved King. It 18 not dogmatic, but invites careful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of the
Scriptures. It does not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS FOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH AFRICA, Ts.
American remittances should be made by Postal or IXxpress Money
Order or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and
Australasian remittances should be made direct to the respactive
branch offices. Remittances from countries other than those men-
tloned may be made to the Brooklyn oflice, but by Intenational
Postal Money Order only.

ForREIGN OFFICES

British . . . ...... 34 Craven Terrace, London, W.2, England

Canadian ... ... 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada

Australasian . . 7 Beresford Road, Strathfield, N. S.W., Australia

South Africarn . ... .. Boston House, Caps Town, South Africa
Please address the Soclety In every case,

(Translations of this journal appear in several languages.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of Infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subsecription price
may have The Watchtower free upon written application to the
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so re-
questing it. We are glad to thus aid the needy, but the wntten
application once each year is required by the postal regulations.

Notice to Subscriders: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription wiil be sent only when requested. Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month, A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscriptlon expires.

Entered as second-class matter at the post office at Brooklyn, N. Y.,
under the Act of March 3, 1879,

“HIS WORK”

The term ‘‘His Work’’ applies to the nine days, February 3
to 13 inclusive, as the next period of special united testimony
by all those who delight in Jehovah. It will feature the com-
bination of the two latest books, Enemies and RBiches, to be

laced with all contributors of 50c. This testimony, taking place
1z midwinter, will require considerable planning and arrangng,
and all who give a part in Jehovah’s ¢‘strange woik’’ first
flnce will arrange all that is due. Detailed instructions appear
n the Informant; which you should study and closely follow.
Let each worker render a faithful report at the end of the
period.

PORTABLE PHONOGRAPH

The Society now manufactures and has to offer a light-weight
phonograph, which is 14 by 13 by 5 inches in size, and covered
with brown cloth and having rounded corners. It weighs 9 pounids
13 ounces. With the thiee phonograph dises which can be carried
in it, it weighs 12 pounds 6 ounces, The volume of sound is
strong, and the tone is of the best quahity. As shipped out from
our factory, the phonograph is timed properly, at 78 r.p.m,,
and should be checked from time to time. This model, including
three discs, 18 offered on a contribution of $10.00; without the
three dises, $8.00, Remittances should accompany orders. Also
specify the parlicular dises wanted.

YEAR BOOK FOR 1938

The Year Book for 1938 embodies the features that have
made the issues for previous years so valuable to all who de-
clare themselves on Jehovah’'s side and who are actively inter-
ested 1n and participating in the publishing of his name and
his kingdom. The president’s report contamed therein gives
an accurate and compreliensive account of the state of the
Lord’s work in the various lands throughout the earth, showng
in considerable detail the activities and efforts put forth dur-
ing the service year just cnded and the results thereof. Then
there is the year text for 1938 and a pointed comment thercon,
This, together with well chosen daily texts and explanatory
comments thereon from The Walchtower, makes this Year Book
one of everyday help and use for all the Lord’s faithful. The
edition is limited; hence the contribution of 50¢ per copy.

1938 CALENDAR

The text for the calendar year 1938 is: ‘Be not afraid: the
battle is God’s.’” (2 Chron. 20: 15) The calendar art picture
was specially painted to fit this text and beautifully illustrates
it and its action. Beneath the picture on the ealendar base
appears a letter from the president of the Society sctting forth
the scveral united service periods for the year and serving as
a ready reference for the kingdom publishers. The calendar
pad also indicates the dates of these testimony periods. Com-
pany servants should send in a combination order for all want-
ing calendars. Remit, with order, at 25¢ each, or $1.00 for five,
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JONAH

““The fear of man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.”’—Prov. 29: 25,
PART 1

EHOVAH caused his faithful servants of old to
record in his Word that which he purposed to
perform in future years. Those faithful men acted
under the direction of God and spoke and wrote, not
the will of any creature, but as they were ‘‘moved by
the holy spirit”’ of the Almighty God. (2 Pet. 1:21;
2 Sam. 23:2) Those men were the willing servants
of Jehovah God, and they performed service for the
benefit of others who lived after them. Nor did those
faithful men know just why they thus spoke or wrote,
although they searched diligently in their efforts to
know. They knew only that they were doing according
to the will of God, announcing his favor that should
come to others after them; and that was all that was
necessary for them to know. They obeyed gladly. It
is written that ‘‘the spirit of Christ ... was in
them’’ (1 Pet. 1:11) ; which means that they were un-
selfish in God’s service, moved by love to do always
his will. This is the criterion that serves well for the
remnant to now follow. It is the spirit of Christ that
holds the remnant together, and that same spirit moves
them to joyfully do the will of Jehovah God. If the
servant of the Lord fears to do God’s will because of
what man might do to him, that fear is certain to bring
him into a snare. If he fears God and trusts him im-
plicitly, he is always sure to have Jehovah’s protection.
2 Now the Lord Jesus is at the temple of Jehovah,
having gathered unto himsclf his ‘‘faithful and wise
servant’’, and there He enlightens the servant by un-
folding the prophecies of God long ago written. Thus
he does as the representative of Jehovah ; and now the
servant in the temple beholds the glory of God through
the revelation of his purpose, and the faithful appre-
ciate this today as it never before was possible for
any creature on carth to appreciate these things. The
more the faithful study the prophecies, the more they
are impressed with the great truth that such proph-
ecies were written in the ages past for the aid and com-
fort of God’s people now on carth, and which comfort
they so much need in this evil day. Some of the faith-
ful company have been in the narrow way for many
ycars, while others have recently entered that blessed
way, and all of the servant company now ‘‘filled with

18

the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding’’ are striving to be ‘‘fruitful in every
good work’’ and to ‘increase in the knowledge of God’,
that they may more efficiently give attention to the
kingdom interests committed into their keeping; and
thus they show forth the praises of him who has called
them out of darkness into his marvelous light. There-
fore the servant appreciates as never before the force
of the prophetic words: ¢“Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.”” (Ps. 119:105) To
them the Word of God is meat and drink, and the
knowledge and understanding thereof fill them with
joy.

# Now the servant company clearly sees that all the
prophecies of-God point forward to the gradual devel-
opment and to the complete establishment of his king-
dom under Christ, which means that soon that
righteous government, resting upon the shoulder of
Christ Jesus, shall bring to the people peace and sal-
vation, and, above all, will redound to the everlasting
vindication of Jehovah’s word and name, clearly
demonstrating to all creatures that there is but one
true and almighty God, whosc name alone is Jehovah,
and who is the complete expression of unselfishness.
Furthermore, the ‘‘faithful and wise servant’’ now
more keenly appreciates the fact that the earthly in-
terests of the glorious kingdom are now committed
into their hands and that it is their great privilege to
put forth every possible effort to advance those king-
dom interests. While they see that salvation to ever-
lasting life is the greatest blessing that can come to an
individual creature, they can also clearly discern that
the paramount purpose of the kingdom is to convinee
all creation of the majesty, glory and supremacy of
Jchovah and that their own faith{ulness in giving
closest attention to the ‘‘goods’’ committed to them
fully insures those of the scrvant class that they may
have a part in the vindication of the name of the Most
High. Therefore the kingdom is of the greatest im-
portance. This glorious prospeet sct before the servant
company induces the members thercof to solemnly de-
termine that by the grace of God nothing shall cause
them to cease their unstinted serviee to the King. No
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creature, male or female, shall be permitted to stand
in the way of faithful and continuous service to the
Lord and his kingdom, and that regardless of the
supposed obligation one ereature has toward another.
Nor shall wicked angels or the Devil himself stop their
forward movement. Beset with great persecution and
suffering bodily pain, and with death staring him in
the face, the servant will not permit any of these things
to deter him in his loyal and faithful devotion to the
King and kingdom. There is nothing worth while to be
compared with the kingdom, and anything presented
before the servant and which tends to interfere with
his faithful service must be spurned and pushed aside.
To everything else he is blind ; as it is written: ‘““Who
is blind, but my servant{ or deaf, as my messenger
that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and
blind as the Lord’s servant ?’’—Isa. 42: 19,

¢ With the faithful servant of the Lord it is the
kingdom first, last, and all the time. As the apostle
Paul said, so say all of the servant company: ‘‘This
one thing I do’’; and in doing this he shows himself
dependable, reliable, trustworthy, and faithful and
true. In the performance of his duty the servant is
thrilled with joy, and amidst the strongest opposition
he eontinues to push forward, proclaiming the name
and singing the praises of Jehovah and his King. As
he goes forward the Lord continues to unfold to the
vision of the servant company His prophecy, and this
he does in order that those of the remnant may
“‘through patience and comfort of the scriptures . . .
have hope’’.

8 During the past few years and since the coming of
Christ Jesus to the temple the Lord has been pleased
to reveal to his people the meaning of his prophecies,
thus proving to them the foregoing precious promise.
Now it appears to be the will of God that those who
love and serve him may have a vision and an appre-
ciation of the prophecy of Jonah and that this, when
understood and appreciated, will have the effect of
bestirring the faithful to greater energy in the per-
formanee of duty. It has been observed that Jehovah
has often permitted his faithful people to have some
part in the fulfillment of prophecy and sometime
thereafter he gives to them a knowledge and an appre-
ciation of the meaning thereof. That appears to be
true with refercnce to the prophecy of Jonah, which,
by the grace of the Lord, is here considered.

® The name ‘‘Jonah’’ means ‘‘dove’’, and the name’s
being given to him by Jchovah of itself proves that
it is significant. The first mention of the dove appears
at Genesis, the eighth chapter, in conneetion with the
abating of the waters of the deluge. Jesus referred to
himself as ‘‘greater than Jonah”, (Matt, 12:41,
A.R.V.) When the child was presented at the temple
of God, his name was called Jesus, and at that time
there was offered ‘a pair of turtledoves, according to
the law of God’. (Luke 2:21-24) At his baptism the
holy spirit, dove-like, deseended upon the Lord Jesus,
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when God acknowledged him as his beloved Son.
(Matt. 3:16) In symbolic phrase the eyes of Jesus
are said to be ‘“as the eyes of doves’’. (Canticles 5: 12)
When his churel is gathered unto him, Christ Jesus
speaks of her as ‘“my dove’’. (Cant. 6:9) The Serip-
tures symbolically speak of the dove as swift in move-
ment (Ps. 55:6) ; as dwelling in security high up in
the rocks (Jer. 48:28) ; and the Seriptures also refer
to the dove as in a state of humiliation. Referring 1o
God’s faithful servants, the psalmist speaks of them
as being in a state of humiliation and then adds: ‘“Yet
shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver,
and . .. [shimmering (Rotherham)] gold.”” (DPs.
63:13) Jesus directed his disciples to be as ‘‘harmless
as doves’’. (Matt. 10: 16) It should be expeeted, there-
fore, that Jonah, at some time, pictured or represcnted
the faithful followers of Christ Jesus, particularly the
remnant or faithful servant class now on the earth.

" Jonah was the son of Amittai; which name means
“‘truthful’’, Christ Jesus and his church are the sons
of him that is ‘‘holy and true’’. (Rev. 6:10) Jehovah
God is the Father of Christ and his church: ‘‘Of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth.”’ (Jas.
1:18) Jonah, to be sure, was a mere man and was used
to play parts in a prophetic picture made by Jehovah
to foreshadow his purpose in the preparation for and
development of his kingdom, and more particularly
referring to the work that precedes the setting up of
the kingdom. At some points in this prophetic picture
Jonah represented the Lord Jesus, and at other points
the faithful remnant ; while at other places he pictured
those and played the part representing those who
agree to do the will of God and who then become mur-
murers, manifesting the ‘‘elective elder’’ spirit. The
pictures made and appearing in the prophecy of Jonah
disclose the Devil’s organization, particularly the po-
litical and commercial elements, as well as the recligions
element thercof, and show the faithful servant com-
missioned and sent forth to give warning to the men
of that organization. It also discloses the people of
good will who are held in subjection to Satan’s organi-
zation and which people have a desire for rightcous-
ness, and further shows that the remnant, the wit-
nesses of Jehovah, are commissioned and sent forth to
warn, instruet and aid such persons of good will, which
people, giving heed to the warning, become the ‘‘great
multitude’’. It discloses also the ‘‘faithful servant’’
class, commissioned and sent forth to declare the ‘‘day
of [the] vengeance of our Ged’’, and discloses that
this work must be done and completed before the bat-
tle of the great day of God Almighty. While much of
the prophetic picture has now been fulfilled upon the
carth or is in course of fulfillment, the propheey is
““meat in due season’’ for the household of faith and
given for the comfort of such. Those who love to serve
God will study the prophecy with keen interest, and
its careful and prayerful study is rccommended to all
such. The prophecy discloses pitfalls along the way of
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God’s consecrated people, and the information now
enables them to more clearly see their privilege and
duty of fearing God and serving him devotedly at all
times.

8 Jonah was commissioned by Jehovah and com-
manded to perform a certain specific service: ‘‘Now
the word of the.Lord came unto Jonah, the son of
Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and ery against it; for their wickedness is come up
before me.”’ (Jonah 1:1,2) The time of this com-
mand, when Jonah prophesied, appears to have been
during the reign of King Jeroboam, who was of the
third generation of Jehu, upon the throne, ruling the
ten tribes. God had declared that the house of Jehu
should reign for four generations after Jehu, and these
successive reigns of his offspring were, to wit: (1) Je-
hoahaz; (2) Joash or Jehoash; (3) Jeroboam; and
(4) Zachariah, The prophet Elisha lived after Jehu’s
death and into the time of the reign of Joash, the
second generation.—2 Ki. 13:14-21; 15:11, 12,

® Jonah the prophet is mentioned in connection with
the reign of Jeroboam, the third of Jehu’s generations
who ruled over the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel, to wit:
‘“He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of
Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the
word of the Lord God of Israel, which he spake by
the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the
prophet, which was of Gath-hepher. For the Lord saw
the affliction of Israel [by the Syrians], that it was
very bitter; for there was not any shut up, nor any
left, nor any helper for Israel.”” (2 Ki. 14:25, 26)
Thus it appears that Jonah prophesied during or be-
fore the reign of Jeroboam and quite likely was
acquainted and in touch with the prophet Elisha, It
appears that Jonah was a Galilean of the tribe of
Zebulun, He was the ‘‘son of Amittai, the prophet,
which was of Gath-hepher’’, and therefore he was
under the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel. That part of
Israel was then indulging in the Devil religion of wor-
shiping the golden calves at the cities of Dan and
Bethel and was therefore ‘‘an evil and adulterous
generation’’, being so described by the Lord himself,
(Matt. 12:38-41) Gath-hepher was in Galilee. (Isa.
9:1; Matt. 4:15,16) The kingdom of the ten tribes
continued in wickedness under the reign of Joash, the
second of Jehu’s generations, as it is written: ‘‘ And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord;
he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, who made Isracl sin [in practicing the Devil
religion of calf worship]; but he walked therein.”’
(2 Ki. 13:11) Concerning the son of Joash it is writ-
ten: “‘In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of
Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king
of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty
and one ycars. And he did that which was evil in the
sight of the Lord; he departed not from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.”’
(2 Ki. 14:23,24) Zacharial, son of Jeroboam, had a
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like record of wickedness. (2 Ki. 15:8-12) The de-
scendants of these wicked kings had made no improve-
ment at the time Jesus was on earth, and Jesus
spoke of them in the vicinity of Galilee and said:
“‘The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this
generation, and shall condemn it; because they [the
people of Nineveh] repented at the preaching of
Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas [Christ
Jesus] is here.”’ (Matt. 12:41) The Israelites did not
repent, and they too were of a perverse generation,
and Jesus thus spoke at Galilee, as shown by the
record at Matthew 13:1.

10 The fulfilling of the prophetic picture recorded in
the prophecy of Jonah-appears to be after A.D. 1914,
It was in that year that Jehovah enthroned his King,
Christ Jesus. There began ‘‘the day of Jehovah’’, and
hence the beginning of the time for the vindication
of God’s word and name. (Rev. 11:16-18) The day
for the vindication of Jehovah’s name having come,
the time was then due for the message thereof to be
declared to the nations. It was the duty of thoese in
covenant with Jehovah to declare that his kingdom
had come and the time for his vindication had arrived.
For about forty years prior to that time, or since
about the year 1874 (A.D.), the ‘‘Greater than Jo-
nah’’, as the Messenger and representative of Jehovah,
had caused his devoted followers in the earth to
preach to the so-called ‘‘spiritual Israel’’ (otherwise
called the followers of Christ in ¢ Christendom’’) that
the time was due for the King and his kingdom and
that all should repent and give their allegiance to the
Lord. ‘‘Christendom’’ proved to be exactly like the
Jew religionists in refusing to hear and to repent, and
instead continued to practice the Devil religion; and
the words of Jesus apply to such more strongly than
to the Jews, namely, ‘*This is an evil generation: they
seek a sign ; and there shall no sign be given it, but the
sign of Jonas the prophet.”’—Luke 11: 29,

11 Jehovah having placed his King, Christ Jesus,
upon his throne in the year 1914, thereafter God's
vengeance must come upon Satan’s organization. At
that time applics the scripture: ‘‘The nations were
angry, and thy wrath is come.’” (Rev. 11:18) Ilis
wrath must be not only upon this so-called ‘‘spiritual
Israel’’, that practiced the Devil religion, but upon
the political part of the nations or Satan’s organiza-
tion, picturcd in the propheey particularly by the
second world power, Assyria, of which the city of
Nineveh was the capital or metropolis. In the great
antitypiecal city, that is, the Devil’s organization, there
were then some persons of good will whose lives were
in danger, they being no part of God’s organization,
nor in fact a part of Satan’s organization, but held in
subjection by the Devil and by his representatives on
the earth, For the interest of these people of good will
God makes provision.

12 Prior to and for some time after A.D. 1914 the
consecrated scrvants of the Lord on the earth were
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chiefly intcrested in looking for and attempting to
gather a spiritual class who had made a covenant with
God by sacrifice. (Ps. 50:5) They understood that
their work was to gather what they called the ‘‘wheat”’
class, and therefore the consecrated put forth their
efforts to that end and were convinced in their own
minds that they were gathering such to the Lord. As
to the others of mankind, they were left to themselves
in so far as surviving the time of trouble or Arma-
geddon was concerned. Such persons were not conse-
crated ; and as the servants of the Lord believed and
preached that such persons would get ‘restitution
blessings’ after Armageddon, and that then would be
the proper time to look after them, so they reasoned,
Why bother about them now ? That well described the
attitude of the Jews toward the people of Nineveh in
the time of Jonah.

8 Nahum’s prophecy is directed against Nineveh,
but the record does not disclose that he went to that
city and delivered his message. The prophet Jeremiah
sent a written message of the Lord by the hand of
Prince Seraiah to the city of Babylon to be read pub-
licly there, and it was for the benefit of the people of
Israel who were captives in that land. (Jer. 51: 59-64)
With Jonah it was different. To him Jehovah said:
‘¢ Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and ery against
it.”” Jonah was commanded to leave his native land,
where he was serving amongst his own people, and go
to a heathen people, who were not in a covenant with
God. It appears that that was a disagreeable task for
Jonah. It was like the command (and which was dis-
agreeable) that the Lord gave to Peter to go and
preach the kingdom message to the Gentiles. (Acts
10:27,28) Jonah did not feel disposed to go to Nineveh.

1 During the Elijah period, from 1874 to 1914, the
consecrated servants of the Lord on earth sought out
only those disposed to make or who had made a cove-
nant by sacrifice, and such they sought to find in the
midst of the religious or so-called ‘‘church’’ organi-
zations. The servants of the Lord had no thought then
of proclaiming the message of the kingdom to a people
of good will who would look for life on the ¢arth and
who would be spared during the battle of the great day
of God Almighty and who would ultimately form the
great multitude. They said little or nothing about the
coming time of trouble. As one leading spirit in the
work at that time stated from the platform: ‘‘We say
little about the time of trouble because the pcople have
enough trouble now.’’ That the witnesses for Jehovah
must do such a work of proclaiming the day of God’s
vengeance and warning to others is clearly shown by
the commission given by Jehovah in these words: ‘to
declare the day of the vengeance of our God and to
comfort all that mourn.” (Isa. 61:1,2) Otherwise
stated, with the coming of the King the commission
laid upon those devoted to the Lord was to begin tne
proclamation of God’s vengeance against Satan’s
organization and to give warning, that others might
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find safety and find it only in the Lord’s organization.

15 Jonah received a specific commandment to go to
a heathen or non-Jewish city and there to warn the
people of the coming disaster about to fall upon that
city, and to do so that those who would repent might
find a place of protection and safety. Nineveh at that
time had never taken any of the Israelites captive and
transported them to that country. For that reason
there was no Israelite at Nineveh to receive a warn-
ing, and therefore the warning was specifically for
non-Jews. Without a previous example as a guide, and
seemingly without justification of doing such work,
the task appeared to Jonah to be very difficult and a
very hard one upon him. It was his duty, however,
to be obedient to the Lord. It must be kept in mind
always, however, that Jonah is not to be blamed, be-
cause he was merely a man playing a part in a pro-
phetic picture. This particular part of the picture
foretold the witnesses of Jehovah in the day of Jeho-
vah being directed or commanded to give warning to
the people of good will that they might ultimately find
safety and be gathered into the great multitude. Jeho-
vah did not send Jonah to Nineveh for the purpose
of having the people there circumecised, nor to prose-
lyte them and bring them into the Jewish crowd.
Manifestly God’s purpose in sending Jonah to Nine-
veh was to contrast the faith of his covenant people
with that of a heathen people, which latter would
show greater faith upon less information coming to
them ; and today it can be seen that that is exactly
what 1s made known amongst many of those who are
consecrated, as compared with people of good will who
hear the truth for the first time. The Israelites, who
had sworn to do God’s will and obey his command-
ments, had not repented and would not repent and
amend their ways upon receiving the warning and
message of God; and now Jehovah would prove that
even a heathen people, when learning the truth, would
show more faith in Jehovah than the Israelites showed,
and would repent and seek the way of righteousness,
even at the warning or preaching of a foreigner, and
of a Jew at that. The people of Nineveh did show
greater faith than the Jews. Today some of the Jona-
dabs show greater faith than many of the prominent
ones supposed to be of the ‘‘scrvant’’ class.

18 Years after Jonah had been sent to Nineveh an
army officer, presumably a non-Jew, came to Jesus and
gave evidence of his faith in the Lord, and Jesus said
of him: ““Verily I say unto you, I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Isracl.”’ (Matt. 8:10) All these
examples demonstrate the fact that some become care-
less and indifferent and show a lack of faith in God
and in Christ after so much has been done for them.
The fact that the people of Nineveh did show faith in
God when they heard his message should have put the
Israelites to shame because of their lack of faith., But
it appears to have had the very opposite effeet, and
they beeame offended that God showed any interest or
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gave any attention toward the heathen that had not
come into the camp of the Israelites. Likewise ¢“ Chris-
tendom’’, the religionists, are offended that God
should show any favor toward those who do not be-
come members of their respective so-called ‘‘church”
organizations. The same spirit is manifested by those
of the ‘‘elective elder’’ class, who think themseclves
better than others and hold themsclves aloof from
those who come to a knowledge of the truth and who
are supposed to be in the Jonadab company.

17 Nineveh was the capital city of the ancient empire
of Assyria. The name means ‘‘dwelling of Ninus’’.
Ninus is Nimrod, the son of Cush or Belus. Nimrod,
after he had built Babylon, extended his domain to
Assyria and built Nineveh and other cities. (Gen.
10:11; see book Prophecy, page 146) The Lord in his
Word describes it as ‘‘that great city’’, Historical
writers claim that the distance around its walls was
sixty miles, showing that it covered a large area. Con-
cerning that eity it is written in the prophecy : ¢‘Nine-
veh was an exceeding great city of three days’ jour-
ney,’’ and in that city there were ‘‘more than sixscore
thousand persons that [could] not discern between
their right hand, and their left hand’’. (Jonah 3:3;
4:11) No doubt it appeared to Jonah as a very great
task for one lone man to go and try to accomplish any-
thing in that great city, and, furthermore, he would
not receive much honor by going there at all.

18 Jonah had been preaching among the Jews, and
no doubt had what he thought quite a good reputation
amongst them. Likewise prior to 1914 Jehovah’s con-
secrated servants on earth had specialized on preach-
ing amongst the religious systems of the land called
‘‘Christendom’’ and had directed their darts chiefly
against the clergy, and these prominent servants in
particular regarded themselves as men of some repu-
tation among the people. With the coming of the ‘‘day
of Jehovah’’, in 1914, God would have his servants
declare the day of his vengeance against all parts of
Satan’s organization, including the politieal systems,
which element for a long time had been ruling as the
representatives of the Devil, Nineveh stood for the
political element of Satan’s world organization, and
likewise the political element filled a similar place
with the coming of the King. The message declaring
‘‘the kingdom of heaven is at hand’’ and that such
kingdom must override and supplant all other king-
doms of the world, made the issue quite a political one,
and the proclamation of such a message afforded an
excuse for the enemics to falsely charge that God’s
faithful servants are Communists. They have done
that very thing. God’s time having arrived to have
his vengeance declared against all nations, that must
be done, and, to be sure, the proclamation of that mes-
sage would bring down upon those who proclaimed it
the indignation of all the clements of Satan’s organi-
zation, including the political element. If Nineveh was
to be destroyed, then that city must be advised of its
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impending doom and the people informed of the cause
of its downfall, in order that Jehoval’s Word might
be vindicated when the fall came. Therefore Jonah
was commanded to ‘“‘go to . . . that great city, and
cry against it”’. Likewise with the beginning of Jeho-
vah’s day the time for the destruction of ‘‘Christen-
dom’’ drew nigh, and before that destruction takes
place Jehovah’s witnesses, at his command, must go
forth and declare, ‘The doom of ‘‘Christendom’’ is
impending,” and also announce God’s reason for its
destruction, in order that when the fall takes place
the Word and name of Jehovah will be vindicated.
Also the proclamation affords the opportunity for all
persons of good will to hear and believe the truth and
to flee to the place of protection, which God has pro-
vided for such. In sending Jonah to Nineveh, there-
fore, God made a clear and distinctive picture relative
to the duties laid upon his consecrated servants at the
beginning of the day of Jehovah.

1 Nineveh was a very wicked city and, says the
scripture, ‘‘their wickedness is come up before me.”’
That means that Jehovah was giving attention to the
wickedness of that people. That wickedness did not
consist of assaults committed by the Ninevites upon
the Israelites, for the reason that in the day of Jonah
the people of Nineveh had not made any offensive mov e
against the Israclites. At least fifty years after Jonal's
prophecy the Assyrians or Ninevites committed their
first assault upon the Israclites. (2 Ki. 15:19, 20)
Later the Assyrians assaulted Jerusalem, during the
reign of Hezekiah. (2 Ki. 18:9-37) This shows that
the wickedness in Nineveh against which Jonah was
commanded to declare God’s vengeance was the gen-
eral wickedness that prevailed in that city, and which
the Ninevites had carried to the extreme. (Jonah 3: 8)
Compare this fact with the further faets that prior to
1914 the politicians or political rulers of ‘‘Christen-
dom’’ made no particular effort to persecute Jehovah's
people who were engaged in the Elijah work. No one
was arrcsted then because of going from house to
house and preaching the gospel. The political elements
regarded such preachers as another group of religion-
ists, and paid no attention to them. However, those
political elements were guilty of much wickedness be-
cause forming a part of Satan’s organization and
practicing great unrighteousness. Therefore their time
was up with the coming of Christ Jesus to the throne
in 1914, and they must be warned. That marked the
end of the time when Satan should act as the invisible
ruler of this world and continue to do so without in-
terruption. (Luke 21:24) Sodom and Gomorrah were
similar cases. (Gen. 18:20-23; 19: 1-25) It clearly ap-
pears that Jehovah always gives notice before execut-
ing his vengeance against his enemies. That rule was
followed with reference to Nineveh.

20 (jod sent Jonah to give warning to the people of
that city and to provide an opportunity for those who
desired to do right to get in the right way and find
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the way of escape. Surely there were some people in
that wicked city of Nineveh wlho desired righteousness
but who were entirely ignorant of the right way to go.
Likewise a condition similar was found in ‘Christen-
dom?’’. With the coming of the Lord Jesus as King in
the year 1914 the whole world was under the dominat-
ing control of Satan, he operating chiefly through his
religious agents, and the people were in the dark as
to the means of escape or fleeing to a place of safety
and being protected at Armageddon. About the time
of the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple the
warning began to be sounded in ‘‘Christendom’’, but
that matter was not then understood even by the con-
secrated. On February 24, 1918, for the first 1ime the
message, ‘‘The world has ended, millions now living
will never die,”’ was publicly proeclaimed; but those
proclaiming that message did not then understand its
recal purpose. It was then thought that the time for
‘restitution’ was at hand. It was not then understood
to be a definite effort to make known to the people of
good will that God would provide security and pro-
tection for them during Armageddon and that such
would form the *‘great multitude’’. Not until years
afterwards did God’s consecrated people on earth un-
derstand that the great multitude is not a spiritual
clags. This is another evidence that God has his mes-
sage declared in due time regardless of whether the
ones declaring it understand the reason or not. The
servants of the Lord, who are always anxious and will-
ing to obey God’s commandments, He will guide, and
cause them to do the right thing, Jonah was com-
mended to go to Nineveh, and it was his duty to obey
and leave the result entirely in the hand of the Lord.
This shows that when God’s eonsecrated people are
commanded to do a particular work, they should know
nothing short of complete obedience. Do it as com-
manded and leave the result entirely with the Lord.

11 Jt appears that Jonah desired to maintain what
he thought was his good reputation amongst the
Israelites, and, fearing that he might lose this, he
sought to escape the responsibility that God had placed
upon him, and therefore he did not obey and go to
Nineveh as commanded. ‘‘But Jonah rose up to flee
unto Tarshish, from the presence of the Lord, and
went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to
Tarshish ; so he paid the fare thercof, and went down
into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the pres-
ence of the Lord.”’—Jonah 1:3.

22 Apparently Jonali was relying on the grace and
merey of God to save the Ninevites in his own good
way, and so Jonah concluded that if he went to Niue-
veh and preached to them that they were to be de-
stroyed, such would not come to pass, because of God’s
great merey, Therefore Jonah would reason that if
he went to Nineveh and did as commanded, he would
become a laughingstock to the heathen people and
likewise to the Jews at home, and would be greatly
ridiculed and humiliated and thus lose his reputation.
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So Jonah concluded he would not go to Nineveh. That
his reasoning or excuse was as here stated is shown by
his own words uttered later: ‘‘And he prayed unio
the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this
my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore
I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art
a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.”’ (Jonah
4:2) His state of mind and course of action have
found many duplications amongst men who think
themselves to be prominent in God’s service.

2 Instead of obeying God's commandment, Jonah
tried to flee to Tarshish, a city situated in the land
now known as Spain and then located at the far west
end of the Mediterranean sea and directly opposite
from Nineveh. No one seemed to know much, if any-
thing, about what lay west of the ‘‘great pillars of
Hercules’?, that is, the rock of Gibraltar, and so
Jonah sought to go about as far as man was supposed
to be able to go in those days. He would rather start
in a new country on his own hook than to go where
commanded and then get ridiculed by the people at
home as well as the people of Nineveh. Jonah’s action
cannot be construed as meaning that he forsook God
and desired to take up a form of heathen worship.
Had such been Jonah’s purpose, God would not have
shown merey to him later and miraculously saved him
and given him further service. Had Jonah been un-
faithful in that he had turned wholly to Satan, God
would have abandoned him entirely to destruetion.
It was manifestly the commission that God had placed
upon him that he did not want to obey, and that for
fear of what men might say about him, that is to say,
the losing his reputation and being ridiculed. He
therefore sought to escape by going to the far west.
It may be reasonably concluded also that he feared
that the people of Nineveh would regard his preaching
of coming destruction as a threat that the Israclites,
under the direction of their God, would make war
upon the Ninevites, and that the Ninevites, hearing
this, would organize their army and prosecute a cam-
paign against Israel, and Jonah would be charged
with stirring up strife. Here is a clear case in which
man leaned to his own understanding and did not
trust and acknowledge Jehovah God. The proverb
states the situation clearly, that the fear of man leads
one into the snare of the Devil. When one undertakes
to serve the Lord, and then hesitates, fails or refuses
to do so because of fear of what man might do to him
or what might befall him from men by reason of his
faithful serviee, such a one is absolutely certain to get
himself into a bad position. The Lord was making this
clear in the picture, and now reveals it in order that
his pecople may be instrueted fully in the right way.

2t Instead of obeying God, Jonah went down to
Joppa, a seaport town of Palestine, situate on the east
end of the Mediterranean sea, Joppa means ‘‘beauty’”’,
and may well represent what some of the consecrated
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sought to be and to do in 1918, when they thought it
well to be near to the people (representing the ‘‘sea’’),
and thought themselves in appearance to be very
beautiful and sweet, and hence not to stir up any
criticism of themselves or cause the people to become
indignant against them. The World War was on from
1914 to 1918, and the preaching of God’s kingdom
and of his vengeance against the world organization
of the Devil afforded an excuse and opportunity for
the clergy to enlist the political and commercial ele-
ments to join them in the persecution of God’s people,
and this caused many of those consecrated to fear
losing their good name and reputation, if not their
very existence. Harsh criticism, ridicule and persecu-
tion did not look good to them, even though some of
the conseerated did go to prison for obeying the Lord’s
commandment. At that time many of the Elijah-time
consecrated insisted that nothing should be said about
the coming trouble or the derelictions of the clergy,
and the politicians and financiers, but, to use their own
language: ‘‘We should speak about love and be kind
and considerate to everyone, and induce everybody
to believe and see that we have walked with Jesus and
learned of him.’’ Such was a slander on the name of
Jesus, but they did not know it, evidently. Jesus was
not sweet with the hypoecritical clergy when it came to
trimming them, and he did it in such emphatic phrase
that there could be no doubt about his purpose, and
he did it in obedience to his Father’s will.

5 Jonah went to Joppa to find a way to escape his
duty and to save his good name. Not all of God’s peo-
ple sought to escape the responsibility in 1918. In the
face of threats of arrest and severe punishment some
continued to push on in making proclamation of the
King, and in the proclamation of the kingdom mes-
sage and the vengeance of God, and to that end such
literature as The Finished Mystery and Kingdom
News was widely distributed. While that message was
chiefly against ecelesiastics, it was also directed against
the political element and afforded that element an ex-
cuse and opportunity to take a hand in the persecution
and to put in aetion stringent measures to hinder the
proclamation of the truth. In that time some remained
faithful and true to the Lord, while others became un-
faithful, and all of them came under the strict sur-
veillance of the political, religious element ruling the
land. There were some rightecous and faithful ones
amongst the ancient Israelites, such as Daniel, Sha-
drach, Meshach and Abednego, Jeremiah and others,
but that did not save the entire city of Jerusalem from
going into captivity. So likewise, during the World
War, the faithfulness of a few did not prevent the
entire company of God’s people from going into cap-
tivity. Taking the consecrated as a whole at that time,
they got away from their God-given commandment
and, like Elijah, they fled and became inactive. (1 Ki.
19:1-3) Those who because of selfishness and a desire
for ease did not favor a positive stand against all po-
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litical systems and the religionists cared chiefly for
themselves and their own good reputation and edifica-
tion of themselves, and to prepare themselves to go to
heaven without further work; and so they argued:
““Let us be sweet and talk sweet, and see that we do
not say anything that might offend the rulers.”’ They
regarded the political rulers as the ‘‘higher powers"’,
and in this, of course, they were wrong. Others who
were weak in faith were influenced by such arguments
and, being fearful, they fled also, while a few insisted
on standing firm for the kingdom. The result was that
the entire work of preaching the gospel was greatly
hindered, and with that God was displeased. (Isa.
12:1) The fact that God later continued and has since
continued to show his favor to his people proves that
they had not become entirely unfaithful and repu-
diated the blood of Christ Jesus and the kingdom, but
were yielding to fear of what man might do to them.

26 When Jonah started on his flight he did not go
northwest to Tyre and there attempt to board a
ship, but he went down to Joppa and found a ship
going to Tarshish, which city of Tarshish did a large
commercial business with the mother city of Tyre,
which latter city was somewhat in the direction of
Nineveh: ‘‘Tarshish was thy merchant by reason of
the multitude of all kind of riches; with silver, iron,
tin, and lead, they traded in thy fairs.’’—Ezek. 27: 12.

27 Jonah paid his passage charges and went aboard
the ship, and thus used his money not in the service
of Jehovah, but he gave his money to the commercial
traffickers, that is, patronage to them; which might
well represent salving the commercialists in later days
for personal favor. Those who fled during the World
War from the Lord’s service thought it well to ap-
pease the wrath of the money-changers and political
gangsters by using their money to buy war bonds and
otherwise carrying flags and showing their devotion
to Satan’s organization,

28 Jonah did not let his light shine as God had com-
manded him. He attempted to flee ‘“‘from the presence
of the Lord”’. The facts corresponding to his aection
are these: During the World War there was a side-
stepping of duty which God had laid upon his people.
The kingdom interests were of greatest importance,
and to side-step this and avoid the obligation of obey-
ing the commandments of God was an effort likewise to
flee from the presence of the Lord. To compromise or
soft-pedal the message of the Lord and, instead, to talk
“‘sweet and soft-like'’’, and to be silent about the king-
dom, and especially about God’s announced vengeance
against all of Satan’s organization, was also an effort
to flee from the presence of the Lord. The World War
was in fact a commercial war, although the religion-
ists raised and loudly proeclaimed the slogan that ‘the
war was to make the world safe for democracy’. Any
person who dared stand firm for God and his kingdom
under Christ was regarded by the war advocates as a
person of no reputation, the scum of the earth, and
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worthy only of imprisonment or destruction. The fact
is, the religionists then, by conspiracy, framed prose-
cution against some of the faithful and caused them
to be incarcerated in prison for a time, and until the
war ended; and since then these same hypoeritical
religionists have howled against Jehovah’s witncsses
and contemptuously point out those who did go to
prison, calling them ‘‘jailbirds’’. During the World
War many of those professing consecration thought
that by taking their place near the commercial and
political elements, and being rather sweet and nice
toward them and appearing to be entirely friendly,
thus they could maintain their good name and repu-
tation. Keep in mind that the prophetic drama of
Jonah pictures the various elements, and not speecif-
ically individuals, that is, the various ones supposed
to be the witnesses of the Lord.

*® Jonah no doubt thought he was safe from all
harsh eriticism and free to maintain his good name,
when he got aboard that ship and sailed away to
Tarshish. He was not at ease there long, however.
Jehovah raised a great hurricane that lashed the ship.
‘‘But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and
there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship
was like to be broken.’’ (Jonah 1:4) That hurricane
was not for the purpose of driving Jonah unwillingly
to obey, but mercifully to save Jonah from his wrong-
ful course, and more particularly to make a dramatic
picture to serve as a sign and a guide for the conse-
crated people in the day of Jehovah. The World War
was not the great antitypical *‘great wind’’ or hurri-
cane, because God did not bring on that world war.
The ‘‘great wind’’ foreshadowed that which God
brings about, because the record is: ‘‘Jehovah sent
out a great wind upon the sea.”’ (4.R.V.) That fore-
shadowed the ‘‘war in heaven’’, beginning by God’s
anointed and enthroned King against Satan and his
organization, the wicked demons in heaven. (Ps.
110:1,2; Rev. 11:17,18; 12:1-10) The effcet of that
war in heaven was the casting of Satan down to the
earth and ‘‘to take peace from the earth’’. (Rev.
6:4) When Satan was cast down to the earth, he be-
gan to bring woe after woe upon the peoples of carth,
and he continues to do so. The people of the earth,
alienated from God by reason of the practice of Sa-
tan’s religion, and supporting his commereial and
political misrule, have since felt the great trouble and
woe and are greatly agitated, even as the sca was
agitated by the storm. In the spring of 1918 the Lord
Jesus appeared at the temple of God clothed with all
power in heaven and in carth, but he did not use that
power to halt the World War merely to stop the na-
tions from fighting amongst themseclves, but that an
opportunity might be had for Jehovah’s witnesses to
proclaim his name in the earth. The World War had
nothing to do with the wrath of God, which in due time
will be exercised to the complete destruction of Satan’s
organization. '
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% During the World War there was a great agita-
tion amongst the pecople, and many of those who had
consecrated to do the will of God thought there would
be no letup of that war but that it would lead straight
on without a stop to the climax at Armageddon. But
not so. There was yet a work to be done, and that work
consists of giving testimony to the name of Jehovah
according to his purpose and which must be done be-
fore he exercises his final wrath against Satan’s or-
ganization. This was shown in the prophetie picture of
Jonah, There was a work for Jonah to do, and God
would give him that opportunity.

81 Tt appears that the sailors who were manning the
ship from Joppa were not Israelites, that is, those in
covenant with God, but were men of the non-Jew
nations employed by the commereial traffickers to row
the ship. Being non-Jews apparently they had no
knowledge of Jehovah, but, secing how the ship was
being lashed by the storm, they were greatly fright-
ened. ‘‘Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every
man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were
in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But
Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and
he lay, and was fast asleep.’’—Jonah 1:5.

82 No doubt those sailors were sincere men and de-
sired to do the right thing as far as they knew it. At
least they pictured a class of people who have a desire
for righteousness. During the troublesome time of
1914 and onward the honest people of the various na-
tions engaged in the war loved peace and righteousness
and did not advocate or promote the war, and they
did not willingly oppose God, and they were in great
distress of mind, They knew that the religious erowd
could not be enjoying the favor of God, because that
crowd was unrighteous, Although claiming to repre-
sent Christ Jesus, the Prince of Peace, the clergy were
howling that blood might be shed, and they used their
so-called ‘‘chureh’’ buildings as reeruiting stations.
So these good people of the world, being in distress,
greatly desired relief, and, as did those sailors pro-
pelling Jonah’s ship, ‘every man cried to his own
god’, that is, they sought peace and quict from all
sources, but, not knowing of Jehovah’s provision, they
did not look to him to grant their desire. The ship
being in distress, the sailors cast overboard much jet-
sam, that they might save the ship. So likewise during
the darkest days of the world strife, the common peo-
ple who desired peace were willing to make much
sacrifice to bring the trouble to an end, and therefore
they threw into the sea their substanee that peace
might result, that is to say, they put their cfforts forth
at a sacrifice to bring about pcace and quiet.

3 The record is that Jonah went down into the hold
or ‘‘innermost parts of the ship’’ (R.V.) and there,
thinking himsclf to be safe, he took it easy, went to
sleep, loving to slumber. He was like a captive or
prisoner in a ecell. He was sleeping, like the ““ten
virgins’’, who had expected the bridegroom to come
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but becam« drowsy and went to sleep. (Matt. 25:1-13)
During the latter part of the World War, and for
some time after, the Lord’s consecrated people on the
earth slept and remained inactive as to their privileges
of service, Many of them said: ‘“We will keep quiet
and wait for the Lord to take us home.”’

8 Jonah appears to have been the only paid pas-
senger abonrd that ship, The commander of the vessel,
hearing the prayers and eries of his sailors, sought out
Jonah to scc what he was doing. ‘‘So the shipmaster
came to himn, and said unto him, What meanest thou,
O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God
will think upon us, that we perish not.”’ (Jonah 1:6)
The commiunder would be the official representative
of all the xuilors, and there pictured the same class as
mentioned in the seripture as ‘‘they that go down to
the sea in ships’’ and experience great trouble and
distress. (I's, 107:23-27) The ship’s master or com-
mander wis at his wits’ end and, being at his wits’
end, he sought out Jonah and, finding him asleep, com-
manded him to get up and do something. This part of
the pieture shows that God would preserve his servant
class on the carth during the time of stress that came
upon them during the World War, and would bring
them out that they might carry again his message to
the people, and particularly point out to those of good
will the right course of action to take; which people
up to that time had been in the ecmploy of Satan’s
commereial organization and under the control of his
politieal, religious erowd, because they knew nowhere
else to go. Those people of good will cried for help,
and were prisoners, such as deseribed in the Serip-
tures (Isa. 42:6,7), or, that is, they represented such
prisoners.

# Jonah nt this point at rest and asleep, picturing
God’s conscerated people on earth, being commanded
to get up shows that the Lord in his due time com-
manded hix consecrated people to arise and busy them-
selves in the Lord’s service to the end that those of
good will might find the right way to go to Jehovah’s
organization and there find protection and safety. The
sailors in the ship, including the master, therefore
pieture the people of good will and honest heart, who
desire to wo in.the right way, which way the Lord
opens to them; and those who obey him constitute his
‘“‘other sheep’’ and form the ‘“great multitude’’, which
multitude in due time cnters the service of the Lord
and proclaims his Word and his praises. The fulfill-
ment of this part of the prophetic picture required
the Lord’s conscerated people to be awakened to their
privileges; and so, in 1919, they were awakened, and
when they wot awake they were sent forth by the Lord
to engage in his service. As Jonah was later given the
opportunity to ecarry the message to the heathen of
Nineveh, sv were Jchovah’s witnesses awakened, in
1919, and thereafter given the opportunity of hearing
the testimony to the non-Judah class, that is to say,
to those persons of good will who will form the great
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multitude. This work of proelaiming the message must
be done before the wrath of God is expressed com-
pletely at Armageddon, and this fact is a further
corroborative proof that the Lord’s people are engaged
properly in his service in now carrying forward vigor-
ously the work in which they are engaged.

3 To Jonah the ship’s master said: ‘‘Arise, call
upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us,
that we perish not.”” Thus the people of good will
speak to Jehovah’s witnesses, because they see that
the Almighty God, whom his consecrated ones serve,
is the God of justice, the Father of mercies, and the
Mighty One and only One to bring comfort. Those
people of good will who ultimately form the great
multitude, not being in a covenant with Jehovah and
not knowing how they might approach God, seek in-
formation at the hands of the antitypical Jonah class,
that is to say, God’s consecrated and commissioned
people. The Jonadabs or people of good will, being
prisoners who have been held in restraint by religion-
ists, had not directed their prayers to Jehovah, not
knowing of the privileges they might have. They have
looked to the faithful servant class of the Lord for
information that they might find and go in the right
way. It is therefore the privilege and duty of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses to render all possible aid to those
persons of good will and to enable them to see the way
of the Lord, and in doing this they must earry the
message of the kingdom to such people and assist them
to understand its meaning and encourage them to
engage in the service of God and his kingdom. That
this is their duty and privilege is made certain by the
utterance of the Lord, to wit: ‘‘Thus saith the Lord,
In an acceptable time have I heard thee [the Jonah
class in the day of wrath], and in a day of salvation
have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give
thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth,
to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; that thou
mayest say to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that
are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in
the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high
places.”’ (Isa. 49:8,9) ‘I the Lord have called thee
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will
keep thee [in the time of storm], and give thee for a
covcnant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles
[non-spiritual Israclites, pictured by the ship’s master
and the sailors, and by the Ninevites]; to open the
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison,
and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.”
—Isa. 42:6, 7.

87 This is further and strong evidence that Jehovah
God will think upon those of good will toward him and
will sec that those who obey his eommandments shall
not perish at Armageddon but may be spared and
taken through that time of his great wrath. That
prophetic picture at this point shows what a great
privilege God has given to his remnant now on the
earth, and also the weighty responsibility he has
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placed upon them, and that they cannot escape that
responsibility by resting at ease. On the contrary, they
must arise and do the will of God, as commanded, and
carry the message of his name and his kingdom under
Christ to all those who are of good will that they may
find the way of escape and the place of safety. This
and other prophetie pictures prove Jehovah’s great
love and consideration for the remnant now on earth
and that he caused all these things to be written afore-
time in his Word for the aid and comfort and for the
strengthening of the hope of his faithful witnesses.
This prophecy of Jonah, as it continues to unfold be-
fore the eyes of Jehovah’s people, is an added incentive
to them to energetically and actively engage in his
service that the interest of God’s kingdom under
Christ may be properly served and ardvanced and that
they may have some part in the vindication of the
name of the Most High.

38 Fearing what man might say about him and that
he might become a laughingstock and be subjected to
great ridicule and thereby lose his reputation amongst
men, Jonah found himself, by reason thereof, in a very
great dilemma. How could he escape disaster? and
how could the ship be kept afloat?

(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

Y 1. How and for what purpose was divine prophecy provided?
Did the prthets understand why they thus spoke or wrote?
How does their action serve as a criterion for the remnant
to follow?

§ 2. How at the present are the prophecies serving the purpose
for which they were provided?

Y 3,4. What is now seen as to the purpose of the kingdom at
present being established? How do those of the servant
company regard their position, privilege and obligation in
relation to the kingdom#?

9 5. What gracious privilege for Jehovah’s faithful people is
seen to have attended the fulfillment of prophecy? How do
they regard their having had that privilege?

Y 6,7. Point out the significance of the name Jonah. Also of
Jonah’s being the son of Amittai. Whom did Jonah rep-
resent in this prophetic picture, and how? What important
matters are disclosed in the prophecy of Jonah?
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7 8-10. Point out some facts of record showing when ¢‘the word
of the Lord came unto Jonah’’, and why he was given the
command stated at Jonah 1:2. When and how does the
prophetic picture recorded in the propliecy of Jonah have
fulfillment ¢

9 11. When does Revelation 11: 18 apply? Upon whom or what
was God’s wrath or vengcance then due?

¥ 12. Show that the attitude of the Jews toward the people of
Nineveh in the time of Jonah was prophetic.

9 13. Compare Jeremiah’s delivery of the Lord’s message to
Babylon and the commission given to Jonah conceining
Nineveh. .

{ 14. Compare the activities of the Lord’s consecrated servants
in the Elijah period with what is required since the coming
of the King.

1 15. Why did the commission given to Jonah seem to him a
difficult task? Show that this was a part of the prophetic
picture. What was God’s purpose in sending Jomah to
Nineveh? What was foreshown in the respomse of the
Ninevites to the warning given through Jonah?

9 16. What was foreshown in the attitude of the Israelites
;oward God’s favoring the Ninevites with a message from

im?

T 17. Cite some facts of interest here concerning Nineveh,
Compare the previous work done by Jonah with that which
he was here commanded to do.

7 18,19. Explain the wickedness mentioned in Jonah 1: 2, and
its ‘coming up before Jehovah’, Compare this with facts
concerning the political element of ¢‘Christendom’’.

{1 20. Account for the condition of Nineveh, as calling for the
warning given through Jehovah’s prophet Jonah, and show
that the situation was prophetic.

{ 21-23. Explain Jonah’s rising and deciding to flee to Tarshish
instead of going to Nineveh, and his reason therefor.

§ 24, Apply the prophetic fact of Jonah’s ‘going down to
Joppa’ instead of doing as God had commanded.

q 25. Point out the fulfillment of the prophetic fact that the
presence in Jerusalem of a few faithful ones did not save
that city from captivity,

1 26-28. How and for what purpose have some of those pictured
by Jonah ‘taken ship and paid their fare from Joppa to
Tarshish’ instead of ‘going to Nineveh’ as God has com-
manded?

1 29, 30. Explain that part of the picture recorded at Jonah1:4,

{ 31-33. Who were the mariners mentioned in verse 5% What
was pictured by their position and action there recorded{
What is seen to have been foreshown in the statement here
concerning Jonah?

7 34, 35. What was foreshown by that part of the picture re-
corded at verse 61

1 36,37. Verse 6 here, in connection with Isaiah 49:8,9 and
42: 6,7, contains what instruction for the remnant as to
present privilege and responsibility?

{ 38. Account, then, for Jonah’s finding himself in this great
dilemma,

PRAISE

lasting King, and therefore the Ruler without end.
Jehovah builds his royal house for his own habita-
tion, or meceting place between himself and his obe-
dient ereatures. The members of that royal house are
limited in number, and every one must be an overcomer.
Christ Jesus, the Head of Jehovah’s royal house,
overcame the enemy, Every member of the house must
do likewise. Coneerning the entire membership of the
house, Jehovah caused his prophet to write: ‘‘This
people have I formed for myself ; they shall show forth
my praise.’’—Isa. 43: 21,
The rule governing the proceedings at Jehovah’s
temple seen in vision by Ezckiel is stated in Ezekiel

J EHOVAH, the Eternal God of order, is the ever-

46:12; ‘“Now when the prince shall prepare a volun-
tary burnt offering or peacc offerings voluntarily unto
the Lord, one shall then open him the gate that looketh
toward the east, and he shall prepare his burnt offer-
ing and his peace offerings as he did on the sabbath
day.”” It is made the duty of the prince to prepare
the offerings. (Ezck. 45:17) What did these burnt
offerings symbolize in conneetion with the royal house?
The burnt offering’s being ‘“an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto the Lord’’ secems to picture, in
retrospect, the course of Jehovah’s anointed ones who
make up the hundred and forty-four thousand and
who share in the sufferings of Christ Jesus, the Ilead,
which sufferings come upon them by reason of their
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faithfulness as Jehovah’s witnesses in advertising the
King and his kingdom. By taking this course they are
subjected to many fiery trials, reproaches, hardness;
and their patient endurance and faithful devotion in
obeying the commandments of Jehovah is ‘‘a sweet
savour unto the Lord’’, Their standing is in Christ
Jesus the Head, and their offerings are made by him
in behalf of the members of his body.

Such a burnt offering unto Jehovah must be clean,
hence ‘cléansed with the washing of the water of the
Word’. Christ Jesus unselfishly looks after the inter-
ests of his faithful followers, his church; ‘‘that he
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, that he might present it to himself
a glorious chureh, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy ard without
blemish.’”’ (Eph. 5:26,27) Beiug cleansed by the
Word, these clearly see the distinction between ‘‘the
unclean’’, which is Satan’s organization, and ‘‘the
clean’’, which is Jehovah’s organization. It is the
“‘feet’’ members of Christ that constitute Jehoval’s
witnesses and that publish the message of peace and
salvation. These together lift up their voice, that is
to say, harmoniously deliver the message of praise to
Jehovah. They must be washed and made clean. ‘‘De-
part ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no
unclean thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye
clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord.”’ (Isa.52:7-11)
This washing is accomplished beside the gates of praise
to Jehovah.

All who comprise the ‘‘great multitude’’ joyfully
follow the lead of Jehovah’s chosen and faithful ones,
discerning and then departing from ‘‘the unclean”’,
Satan’s organization, and joining themselves wholly
and for ever to ‘‘the clean’’, Jehovah’s organization.

Jehovah reveals to his obedient children the mean-
ing of his Word, and by it they are cleansed and made
entirely separate from Satan’s organization., They
have but one purpose, and that is to do the will of
God. They refuse to make any sort of compromise with
any part of Satan’s organizaiion, ecither by treading
softly lest some of Satan’s organization be offended,
or refraining from exposing Satan’s organization.
They ‘do not shun to declare the whole counsecl of the
Lord’, as he has commanded them to do, knowing that
their commission of authority eomes from God. They
enter the house of Jehovah by way of the gates of
praise to his holy name; therefore they say: ‘‘Open
to me the gates of rightcousness: I will go into them,
and I will praise the Lord ; this gate of the Lord, into
which the righteous shall enter.”” (Ps. 118:19, 20)
These see that the temple of God consists of his ap-
proved oncs and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Stone
thereof, which Stone has been rejected by those who
first had an opportunity to obey God and to cnter into
his courts. The faithful delight to bear the reproaches
that come upon all who expose the Devil and his or-
ganization, and they sing the praises of Jehovah God.
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The faithful see their privileges as they are brought
into the house of Jehovah, and they say: ‘‘I will praise
thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my sal-
vation. The stone which the builders refused is be-
come the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord’s
doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day
which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it.”’—Ps. 118:21-24.

The slaying of the oftering takes place at the north
gate of the temple Ezekinl beheld in a vision, but it
appears that the washing is also at the other places
of entrance. ‘“And in the porch of the gate were two
tables on this side, and two tables on that side, to slay
thereon the burnt offering, and the sin offering, and
the trespass offering. And at the side without, as one
goeth up [at the step, margin] to the entry of the
north gate, were two tables; and on the other side,
which was at [belonged to] the porch of the gate, were
two tables, Four tables were on this side, and four
tables on that side, by the side of the gate ; eight tables,
whereupon they slew their sacrifices.’’ (Ezek.
40: 39-41) Jehovah’s law is always consistent ; there-
fore we must conclude that the tables for the slaying
of the sacrifice were only at the north gate, because
in the law it is written: ‘“And he shall kill it on the
side of the altar northward before the Lord: and the
priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle his blood round
about upon the altar: and he shall eut it into his pieces,
with his head and his fat: and the priest shall lay
them in order on the wood that is on the fire which is
upon the altar. But he shall wash the inwards and the
legs with water: and the priest shall bring it all, and
burn it upon the altar: it is a burnt sacrifice, an offer-
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.”’
~Lev. 1:11-13.

It appears that the following verses of the prophecy
also relate to the north gate: ‘“And the four tables
were of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a cubit
and an half long, and a cubit and an half broad, and
one cubit high: whereupon also they laid the instru-
ments wherewith they slew the burnt offering and the
sacrifice. And within were .hooks [ledges], an hand
broad, fastened round about: and upon the tables
was the flesh of the offering.”’ (Ezek. 40:42,43) The
sacrificial equipment here deseribed is not located at
the gate to the outer court of the Levites, but at the-
inner gate into the court of the royal priesthood. The
prince offers the vietim. A ‘‘gate’’ pictures an approach
unto Jehoval with praise, and, this sacrificial equip-
ment being located at the north gate, these two features
together seem to picture a ‘saerificing of praise unto
Jehovah’ and whieh saerificing of praise is in con-
junetion with the covenant for the kingdom, which is
the way into the royal house of Jehovah. Such saeri-
ficing is a condition precedent to cntering into the
royal house. ‘‘Let us go forth therefore unto him with-
out the eamp, bearing his reproach. For here have we
no continuing eity, but we seek one to come. By him
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therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God con-
tinually, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks
to his name.’’ (Heb. 13:13-15) This is in exaet accord
with Psalm 118:19, 20.

With the coming of Christ Jesus to the temple of
Jehovalh the gathering of the faithful began from
every quarter of the land. (Ps. 50:5) The Lord gath-
ers unto himself the faithful. (2 Thess. 2:1) *‘Then
shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and
princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in
chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the
men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; and
this city shall remain for ever. And they shall come
from the cities of Judah, and from the places about
Jerusalem, and from the land of Benjamin, and from
the plain, and from the mountains, and from the south,
bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat
-offerings, and incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise,
unto the house of the Lord.”” (Jer. 17:25,26) The
primary application of this prophecy of Jehovah by
the hand of Jeremiah is to those who have been called
to the kingdom of God and who must enter the house
of Jehovah by bringing their sacrifices of praise unto
him. Similarly, those prophets and witnesses before
Christ shall thus come who, as princes in all the earth,
enter into the King’s palace: and, likewise, those of
the ‘‘great multitude’’ and those hosts who, upon
hearing the voice of the Son of God, shall come forth
from the graves.—Psalm 45:13-16.

For a long while, as man looks at time, God’s cove-
nant people have appeared to be forsaken, but the
time must come when the Lord would gather unto
himself those who continue faithful. ¢‘Thus saith the
Lord, Again there shall be heard in this place, which
ye say shall be desolate without man and without
beast, even in the eities of Judah, and in the streets
of Jerusalem, that are desolate without man, and with-
out inhabitant, and without beast, the voice of joy,
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and the voice of gladness; the voice of the bridegroom,
and the voice of the bride ; the voice of them that shall
say, Praise the Lord of hosts: for the Lord is good;
for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that
shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the
Lord. For I will cause to return the eaptivity of the
land, as at the first, saith the Lord.’’ (Jer. 33: 10, 11)
Now God’s people see this prophecy fulfilled, in this,
that the faithful remnant have entered into the joy
of Jehovali, having been delivered from the eaptivity
of Satan’s organization and brought into Jehovah’s
organization., As Jehovah arranged so fully the
handling of the temple sacrifice, even so today in the
fulfillment of the temple proplicey he has made
thorough his arrangements for the offering of saeri-
fices of praise to his name. In connection with this he
has caused the building of printing plants for the pub-
lication of his message, brought into action sound de-
vices and other means to provide for the carrying of
the message from door to door by his faithful witnesses,
and thus caused his holy name to be sung with joy in
the presence of the people.—Isa. 12: 3, 4,

The temple picture is given for the special eomfort
of the faithful remnant now on earth. The detailed
deseription shows the complete and thorough arrange-
ment Jehovah has provided for his people to be his
witnesses that they may have some part in the vindica-
tion of his name. The minute description also indicates
the requirements for his people which Jehovah has
made and the carefulness the remnant must exercise
in carrying out his commandments. The positive and
uncompromising course taken by Jehovah’s witnesses
also shows to others that Jehovah has a people on earth
at this time, ‘formed by him for his praise,’ and who
are verily faithful and true to him and maintain their
integrity taward him. Let it be kept in mind that the
chief purpose of this testimony is, as God -declares,
““They shall know that I am Jehovah.”’

SMYRNA AND PERGAMOS

““to shew unto his servants things which must

shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it
by his angel unto his servant John.’’ Addressing John
on the Lord’s day, the Lord said unto him: ‘‘I am
Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What
thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven
churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and
unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodi-
cea.”—Rev. 1:1, 11.

John there pictured the servant eclass of the Lord at
the end of the world. At the time that John wrote down
The Revelation there were more than seven congrega-
tions or ‘‘churches’’ in Asia Minor. Seven is a sym-
bolic number, meaning completeness in matters per-

J’EHOVAH gave to Jesus Christ The Revelation,

taining to spiritual things, and thercfore ‘‘seven
churches’’ would represent all the congregations ex-
isting at the same time and in which the conditions
described in The Revelation doubtless existed in faet.
The ‘‘seven churches’’ picture aspects or states of
affairs or conditions existing at one and the same time
in all the congregations. The message to the ‘‘seven
churches’ applies from A.D. 1879 on.

John was frightened ‘‘to death’’ at the vision of the
Lord. ‘‘And he laid his right hand upon me, saying
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: I am
he that liveth, and was dcad ; and, behold, I am alive
for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death.”” (Rev. 1:17,18) Then after directing a
message to the church at Ephesus, the Lord added:
““And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
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These things saith the first and the last, which was
dead, and is alive; I knew thy works, and tribulation,
and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blas-
phemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not,
,but are the synagogue of Satan., Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried ; and
ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith
unto the churches. He that overcometh shall not be
hurt of the second death.”’—Rev. 2:8-11.

The name ‘‘Smyrna’’ is the same as ““myrrh’’.
Myrrh has a strong and agreeable smell, but a bitter
taste. It was an ingredient of the holy anointing oil
which was poured on the high priest of Israel, and
was also used as a pleasant perfume. (Ps. 45:7,8;
Esther 2:12) The Smyrna church clearly represented
the faithful anointed ones who are approved and
anointed by the Lord after coming to his temple in
1918. This is supported by the fact that no word of
reprimand or reproof is addressed to such in the mes-
sage brought by the angel. The Lord did not once warn
these of his coming to his temple to judge them. These,
therefore, must be the ones that go to make up the
“fajthful and wise servant’’ class whom the Lord
calls “‘blessed’’, (Matt. 24:45-47) When the Lord
comes to his temple to take account with his servant
he says to those whom he finds faithful: ‘‘I know thy
works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art
rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say
they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of
Satan. Fear none of those things which thou shalt
suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into
prison, that ye may be tried ; and ye shall have tribu-
lation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life.”” These enduring the
contradiction of sinners and opposition have continued
to serve the Lord amidst tribulation, which has been
to them an evidence of the Lord’s approval, and they
have rejoiced therein, They know that they are counted
the offscourings of the world and are despised by un-
godly men, but the Lord says to them: ‘Ye are not
poor, as ye think, but ye are rich in God’s favor,” be-
cause it is a privilege to suffer with Christ.—Phil. 1: 29,

The Lord commends them for their faithful devo-
tion to him. Then he tells them that there arc those who
claim to be Jews (that is, of Judah, giving ‘‘praise to
Jehovah’’) and are not; clearly meaning, those who
claim to be followers of Christ but who at the same
time speak evil against God’s organization and the
method of earrying on his work and attempt to do
injury against those who are faithfully trying to earry
on God’s work. The Lord declares these arc really
Satan’s agents.

Then for the encouragement and eomfort of those
who continue faithful the Lord says: ‘Do not fear any
of these things. The Devil shall cast some of you into
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prison that ye may be tried and ye shall have tribu-
lation ten days; because the faithful servant must
have experiences similar to those had by his Master.’
The ‘“ten days’’ mentioned could not mean ten literal
days, but symbolically means the completeness of all
the time of their earthly existence during which they
shall suffer tribulation at the hands of Satan. ‘Through
much tribulation shall ye enter the kingdom.’—Acts
14:22,

Then note the further words of encouragement
which the Lord uses in addressing Smyrna: ‘‘These
things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and
is alive.”” This refers to life after death, which was
spoken of in conjunction with the other words to the
approved ones, and is of special encouragement be-
cause it indicates that such would be for ever with
the Lord if they continue faithful to the end. As a
further and final encouragement to them the message
is: “*Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
the crown of life.”’ (Vs. 10, R.V.) That means the very
pinnacle of life and also proves their immortality and
glory with Christ Jesus. It means the complete victory
over death, because ‘‘he that overcometh shall not be
hurt of the second death’’. (Vs, 11) This clearly shows
that the test upon the faithful will be the greatest and
will be such as will bring Jehovah’s approval to those
who remain faithful, and is assurance that these wiil
never deviate from their devotion to God. All of the
remnant now wholly devoted to the Lord and who have
the evidence of the Lord’s approval may be sure that
continuing henceforth faithful unto death they shall
have the blessed privilege of receiving that which is
promised to Smyrna. The man who is thus tried and
endures faithfully to the end shall receive the erown
of life which the Lord hath promised to them that love
him.—Jas. 1:12,

The apostle John, deseribing the vision of the Lord,-
says: ‘‘And out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged
sword: and his countenance was as the sun shincth
in his strength.”’ (1:16) By this One a message is
directed to the church in Pergamos: ‘‘ And to the angel
of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith
he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; I know
thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Sa-
tan’s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast
not denied my faith, even in those days wherein
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among
you, where Satan dwelleth.’’ (2:12, 13) This message
refers to the conditions in the church existing at a
time certain from the sccond prescnce of the Lord
until the coming of the judgment of the church.

‘‘Pergamos’’ means a citadel, or fortress, an eleva-
tion or tower. It was about 1879 that the publication
of The Watchtower began, and a few years thercafter
the Wateh Tower Dible and Traet Society was or-
ganized, both of which have continued to this day to
proclaim the message of the Lord’s kingdom. In the
years that have followed the Watch Tower Bible and
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Tract Society lias afforded a fortress or citadel into
which those who love righteousness might flee from
the hypoeritical religions of the world. In that time it
has been the only organization on earth that has been
diligent in holding forth the truth of God’s Word.
Within it have been some faithful and some less faith-
ful and some traitors. The conditions represented by
the church in Pergamos seem to synchronize in time
with the Elijah work of the church. Read the Serip-
tural record and see how well the known facts fit the
prophecy.

He whose words cut sharper than a two-edged sword
warns of his early coming for judgment. The Em-
phatic Diaglott reads: ‘I know where thou dwellest,
where the throne of the adversary is; and yet thou
firmly retainest my name.’’ Prior to 1918 the church
had not been brought into ‘‘the secret place of the
Most High’’, and hence in reality was dwelling where
Satan has his place of administration, During this
period of time the truth was published chiefly in the
English-speaking countries of Britain and Amcries,
which in fact form one earthly empire and are the
place where Satan has maintained his chief office on
earth. The Wateh Tower Society was incorporated in
the United States and Britain, and nowhere else. The
opposition by Satan and his religious agencies has
been great in those countries, yet there were some who
‘held fast the Lord’s name and did not deny the faith’.
Restoration of the truth ‘once delivered to the anns-
tles’ took place in these countries within that time.
Those who came to a knowledge of the truth did not
claim to be followers of any man, but held fast to the
name of Christ. They did not organize a denomination,
and they refused to take the name like unto any other
denomination, and they withdrew from all the reli-
gious organizations of the earth,

As a further means of identification the divine
record (vs. 13) is: ‘““Even in those days whercin
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among
you, where Satan dwelleth.”” The name ‘‘Antipas’’
means ‘‘against all’’; and therefore the name applies
to those spirit-begotten ones who took a firm stand
against -all of Satan’s organization and on the side of
the Lord, The work of the church in that period of
time was foreshadowed by Elijah and was fulfilled
in miniature by John the Baptist and was also fore-
shadowed by John the Baptist. In 1918 the expericnee
which came upon the Society was like unto the be-
heading of John the Baptist, and there ended the
Elijah work. The propheecy and facts therefore locate
the time and place, showing that the application is
during the period of the Elijah work in particular.

Not all forming the Society were faithful, and such
is indicated by the words of the prophecy (vs. 14), to
wit: ““But I have a few things against thee, because
thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols,
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and to commit fornication.’’ This condition obtained
shortly prior to the time the Refiner came to the tem-
ple and sat in judgment to purge ‘‘the sons of Levi’’.

The clergy of the denominations are and have been
devoted to the sacrifice unto their chureh organization
idols, and they teach for hire as did Balaam, and they
cause a stumblingblock to be placed in the way of their
parishioners and cause an illicit relationship with the
Devil’s organization. The same identical conditions
existed in a measure within the ranks of the Society
during the period of the Elijah work. Some in the
Society would spare the clergy, even making excuse
for them and pursuing a course of compromise with
them and other members of the Devil’s organization,
and cause others to stumble by representing to them
that the clergy were doing a good work and should
be dealt with gently. Some of these prominent ones
in the Society were anxious to gain the approval of
men in the church, which is another way of using the
Word of God as did Balaam, for hire. ‘‘Balac’’ means
“‘one who licks, or laps’’, and pictures those who ‘lick
the hand’ of influential men for approval rather than
to be true and faithful to the Lord. They take a com-
promising course, rather than taking a bold stand for
the Lord, and thus cast a stumblingblock before others
of God’s people.

The record furthermore says: ‘Thou hast also them
that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing
I hate.” (Vs. 15) This means that amongst the com-
promisers were those who lorded it over God’s heritage
and who ‘‘ran greedily after the error of Balaam for
[hire] *’.—dJude 11.

This period of time must shortly precede the time
of the Lord’s coming to the temple for judgment, be-
cause the wording is: ‘‘Repent; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with
the sword of my mouth.’’ (Vs. 16) Upon taking ac-
count with his servants the Lord pronounced adverse
judgment against those who repented not, and he
gathered them out or separated them from his true
people. With the end of the Elijah work of the church
quite a number were gathered out and became oppo-
nents of God’s organization on the earth and idéntified
themselves with the ‘“evil servant’’ class.

The message is addressed to all of the churech on
carth at that time, to wit: ‘‘He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the spirit [of God] saith unto the
churches.”” The conditions deseribed are displeasing
to the Lord at all times and with all persons, and apply
to all who find themselves in such eondition. Then con-
cerning the faithful ones who stood firmly and who
were carried over into the Elisha period of the chureh
the Lord says: ‘“To him that overcometh will I give
to cat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no
man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”’ (Vs. 17)
The faithful are here referred to, not as individuals,
but as a class,





