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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Isaiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Muker of heaven and carth and the Giver
of Life to lus creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed
with all power in heaven and earth, and the Cluef Executive
Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
nman for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men arc born sinners and
without the right to hfe,

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God rased up Jesus divine and
exalted himn to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authonty.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION i8 called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus 13 the Chief Officer thercof and is the
rightful King of the world; that tho anninted and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jchovali’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
})rivi]cge it 19 to testify to the mupremacy of Jehoval, deelare
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdonn beforo all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
hus heen placed by Jehovah upon his throme of authority,
has ousted Satan from heuven and is proceeding to the
estabhshment of (God’s kingdom on carth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of carth
ean come ounly by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Clirist, which has now begurn; that the Lord’s next great
nct is the destruction of Satan’s vrganization and the estab-
lishment of rightcousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom nll those who will obey its rightcous laws shall live
on carth forever,

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of coabliny

the people to kunow Jehovah God and his purposes as

expressed in the Dible. It publishes Bible 1nstruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovali’s witnesses and all pecple
of good will. It arranges systematic Bible study fer its readers
and the Society supplies other hiterature to aid in such studies.
It publishes suitable material for radio broadeasting and for
other means of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances. It is entirely free and sepaiate from all parties, sccts
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kwgdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites ecareful
and eritical examination of its contents im the light of the
Scriptures, It does not indulge in controversy, aud its col-
uuns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION IRICE

UNITED Srares, $1.00; Canapa AND MISCELLANEOUS TORRICN,
$1.50; GEEAT DRITAIN, ACUSIRATASIA, AND  SOUTH AFRTCY, T,
Ameriean 1onnttances should he made by Postal or llxpess Moroey
Order or by Dank Draft, Canadian, Dutich, South Mirom .nd
Australasian remittances should be made dueet to the 1e-p otne
branch offices. Remittances from countries other than those vuane.
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn otlice, but by Intcnatwnul
Tostal Mouey Order only.

FOREIGN OFFICES

British . o 4+ o e 4 o+ « 34 Craven Terrace, London, W.2, ¥nslard

Canadlan . . . ... 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontmio, Canida

Australasian , . 7 Deresford Road, Strathheld, N, 8. W, Austraha

South African , . .. .. Doston lHouse, Cape Town, South Af.aa
Please address the Soclety in every case,

(Translations of this journal appear in geveral languages.)

ANl sincere students of the Thble who by reason of infitmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price
may have The Watchtover free upon wiitten appheation to the
publishers, made once each year, stating the revon tor snore-
guesting it, We are gl to thus aid the needy, but the winitien
application once each year iy 1equired by the postal 1esulationy.

Notice to Rubscribers: Acknowledzment of 2 new or a renewal <ube
seription will be sent only when requested, Chance of addeiss,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address Iabel within
one month, A renewal blavk (earrynngg notice of expuation) all
bo scot with the journal oune month hefore the subseription eapiies,

Lntered as sccond-class matier at the post ofice at Broollyn, N. Y.,
under the Act of March 8, 1570,

“VINDICATOR”

The concluding united scivice period of the year 1937, the
nine days December 4 to 12 inclusive, is ealled the ¢ Vindicator*?
testimony period, The feature offer of this period will be the
new book Eanemies, to be placed on the usual contribution of
23e. All those desiring to he for a vindication of Jchovah’s
name will act upon this announcement and will at once begin
moking all due preparations for a vigorous part in this testi-
mony., Consult the forthcoming issucs of the Iaformant for
additional details and instiactions. Your prompt report at the
close of the testimony will be appreciated Ly this office.

“ENEMIES”

This new hook, written by Drother Rutherford, and first
announccd and released at the recent general convention of
Jehovah’s witnesses at Columbus, Ohio, is now avalable for
all who are for Jehovah and his King and against lus enemies,
It is a prand work, of 384 puges, excellently bound, gold-
stamiped, with color allustrations and a comprehensive index.
The initial editron is the autographed cldition and contains, 1n
facsinale, a letter wnitten by the hand of the author and ad-
dressed to all ihe Lord’s servauts. Due to ihe limited quantity
of this author’s edition a contuibution therefor of 50¢ a copy
is asked to oiiset the special eapense of publishing this edition,

“SAFETY”

This is the new G4-page booklet, contaiming the two reeent
public addresses by Brother Rutherford, that dehsered at the
recent general convention of the Lowd’s people m Punis and
entitled ““Comfort’?, and that radioeast from the Cohiseum at
Columbus, Olino, on the occasion of the international convention
there and entitled ¢ Sufety’’. The artistie cover destgn, in color,
gives it an attractive appearance. A contnibution ot Je per copy
18 asked therefor. You may oider a supply for gencral distribu-
tion from louse to house at once.

“MODULL STUDY”

This new 6i-page booklet, though plainly hound, is of great
value to 2]l engazed in the serviee in conjunetion with the
latest phonogiaph series of reeorded speeches on “*Ily poenxy
Esposad’” and ““Religion and Christiamty ?”. The booklet ¢on-
taing speeially prepared questions and answers, in logicel onder
and based on the above-mentioned series of recorded spoeclies,
and is an indispensable aid to everyone who would conluct or
patticipate in a study of said serws at gathermes of newly
interested people. Thue booklet 13 obtninable at Se a copy.

“CONSOLATION”

This journal of fact, kope and cournge supersedes the former
maguazine, I'he Golden dAge, the last edition of wluch eppeared

(Continued on page 320)
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HIS “WORK” AND HIS “ACT?”
““As I have done to Shiloh.”’—Jer. 7: 14.
PART 4

that is, Jehovah caused the heathen king to play

a part in the great dramatie propheey, and in the
part he played Nehuchadnezzar pietured Christ Jesus,
God’s ‘clect servant’, the King of the world. Satan is
the mimie god, whose purpose is to mock and diseredit
the Almighty God. At Satan’s eommand the pcople
were led to build the tower of Bal'el, which name to
those natives meant ‘“‘the gate of god’. A ‘“‘gate”’
means a way of entranee, and it is reasonable to con-
clude that the old Deceeiver, the Serpent, Satan, the
Devil, indueed the people to Delieve that the way for
them to reach heaven was through the tower of Babel,
built by their own cfforts; and that, of eourse, would
be a mockery of Jehovah, Nimrod, whose name means
‘rehellious one that rules’, was therefore a fit person
to represent the arch rebel, Satan, the mimie god, in
that work of mockery. It is reasonable to eonclude
that the name Bab’cl, as used by the Devil and his
representatives, is used in mockery or ridicule when
in fact the name does mean “‘gate of god’’. The name
“Ba'bel”” (Hebrew) means ‘“‘confusion’’, beeause God
there confused the multitudes. {(Gen. 11:9) Babylon,
the name of Satan’s organization, would be appro-
priated or adopted by Satan for the purpose of bring-
ing reproach upon Jchovah’s name, sinee that is the
course that Satan takes in everything, By his dcerce
Jehovah has ordered the destruetion of Babylon, Sa-
tan’s organization, and which deerce would be execut-
ed in duc time by Jehovah’s cleet servant. In the mean-
time Jehovah uses Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Baby-
lon, to play a part pieturing the rightful king of the
world, Christ Jesus. It may therefore properly be said
that when the name Babylon is used as applied to the
work done by Jehovah, it mcans the gate or way to
jod. Christ Jesus is the only way unto God. (John
14: 6) The name Babylon, as used by Satan and whieh
therefore is used for the purpose of mockery and re-
proach, applies to that which shall be destroyed by
Jehovah. The eourse taken by Satan is one of suieide.
(Ezck. 28:18) He builds up an organization and
names it in moekery of Jehovah, and within that or-
ganization of the Devil destruction starts as an

J EITIOVAH used Nebuchadnezzar as his “servant’”’,

307

internal-combustion consuming fire. Tt seems quite ap-
propriate, therefore, that Jchovah would cause the
king of Babylon to aet as the exccutioner of the re-
bellious people of Judah and Jerusalem, the destrue-
tion of which foreshadows the destruetion of *‘Chris-
tendom’’,

2 The typical people of God had become unfaithiui,
and Jchovah dirceted his prophet Jercmiah to tell
them that he had eommitted all things into the hand
of his servant, the king of Babylon: ‘““And now [
have given all these lands into the hand of Nehuchad-
nezzar the king of Babylon, my scrvant; and the
beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him."’
(Jer. 27:6) In the yecar 1914 Jchovah, in fulfillment
of this part of the prophetie drama, gave all the world
to Christ Jesus, the Conqueror and rightful King,
whom Necbhuchadnezzar pictured in the prophetic
drama. (Ps, 2:6-9) Jehovah had appointed Christ
Jesus to that high position when he raised him out
of death, but Jesus must wait until God’s due time
for him to begin his reign. (Ps. 110:1,2) Now Christ
Jesus is overlord of the carth, sent forth to displace the
unfaithful Lucifer, who became Satan, the Devil, by
reason of his rebellion. Thusg Jchovah establishes his
great ‘‘tree’’, Christ Jesus, undcr which tree all of
earth’s creatures who live shall dwell in safety.—
Ezck. 17:22-24; see Vindication, Book One, page 232,

3 Referring now to the prophetie picture or type:
Nebuchadnezzar was a great warrior, conquering the
nations, and in this he pictured Christ Jesus, the Con-
queror of the whole world. ‘‘And all nations shall
serve him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the
very time of his land eome; and then many nations and
great kings shall serve themselves of him.” (Jer.
27:7) In the type Nebuchadne = ir made a eonquest
of the nations. Jerusalem was cestroyed by the king
of Babylon, and the Babylonish empire came into un-
disputed control over all nations round ahout. Baby-
lon, under Nebucehadiezzar’s reign, beeane the world
power of that time. It was provided in Jehovah’s de-
eree that all nations were to serve not only Nebuchad-
nezzar, but his son and his grandson. Thus the empire
foreshadowed by the rule of Nebuchadnezzar is shown
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to have complete mastery of the whole world, and that
no rcbellion could ever overthrow that rule. Since
the beginning of the reign of Christ Jesus, in 1914,
the people of good will, lcarning that faet, scek the
Lord; and this is illustrated by the pecople of Gibeon
secking out Joshua and asking his protection. {Josh,
9:1-15) So now the people of good will gladly submit
without resistance, and they come from all nations of
the carth to place themsclves under the protection and
rule of Christ Jesus, whom Ncbuchadnezzar fore-
shadowed. But all the other people of the nations,
which hold te Satan’s organization, are angry at
Clirist Jesus, the rightful Ruler, and oppose his reion,
and they will be compelled to be submissive to the
Lord, and to this end they are completely debased and
will be destroyed. The Lord Jesus Christ eompels them
to serve and be submissive, even to destruetion, for
the vindication of Jehovah’s name.

* The name ‘‘Sheshach’’ applics to the Devil him-
self and to his organization and means the same thing
as “‘Babylon’” when that name is applied to Satan’s
organization. (Jer. 51:41) The prophecy therefore
rceads: “*Shall serve him . . . until the very time of
his land [Sheshach} eome.’” The words ““very time’’,
used in this propheey, show the time of change of the
application of the name Babylon. Two generations
after Nebuchadnezzar’s death ““the very time’’ men-
tioned in the propbecy came; henee at this point the
pieture changes and applics to Satan’s system, which
is ealled Bubylon. The latter part of Jercmiah’s
propheey conclusively proves this point. Nebuebad-
nezzar in person never lost his world-power rule, nor
did he ever sce ‘““the very time of his land”’, for the
reason that he died before that time and henee was
out of the picture; but‘the king Nebuchadnezzar up
to this time showed another very important part of
what should come to pass. Christ Jesus lives for ever
and will never sece any ending of his world power.
Christ will reien gloriously 1o the end of the thou-
sand years assigned for that purpose, and will then
turn the kingdom over to Jchovah God, his Father.
~-~Tiev. 20:4-6; 1 Cor. 15:24-28,

8 In the complete fulfillment of this part of the
prophetic drama ‘‘the very time of his land |She-
shach]’’ will eome with the end of Armageddon, that
is, following (jod’s “‘strange act’’. It eomes when
Christ Jesus, the great Vindieator, destroys the pelit-
ical, commercial and military forees of Satan’s vistble
organization, and cll the invisible forces, ncluding
Gogr and Satan LI -zelf; as it is written: ‘“And the
king of Sheshach [Babylon, of which the Devil is the
lead and king] shall drink after them.”” (Jer, 25:26)
Satan’s organization is religious, and that ineludes
the political, commereial, military and all other parts
thereof. What, then, shall follow after the destraction
of that wicked system ? “‘Then many nations and great
kings shall scrve themselves of him,’’ says the prophet
of Jehovah. (Jer, 27:7) The “‘great kings’’ here men-
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tioned are ‘‘the kings of the east”’, pictured or fore-
shadowed by Darius the Mede and by Cyrus the Per-
sian, that is, Jehovah God and Christ Jesus. (See
The Waichiower 1934, page 347.) Darius and Cyrus
came from the cast, lcading their armies of Mecdes and
Persians and of many allied nations against Babylon,
which was then ruled by Belshazzar, the Devil’s visible
representative—Isa, 21:2; 22:6; Dan, 5:28, 30, 31;
6:28; Rev. 16: 12,

¢ Those who are allied with Jehovah and Christ
Jdesus or are in Jchovah’s organization, include all
‘the armies which are in heaven’ (Rev, 19:14), and
these ‘‘serve themselves’” of Satan, the king of Baby-
lon, pictured by Belshazzar, by the complete destrue-
tion thercof to the glorious vindication of Jchovah’s
name. For just such ‘‘serviec’’ Jehovah has permitted
Satan and his Babylon to remain and operate for these
six thousand years, in order that Jehovuh might give
the Devil full opportunity and that then Ile might
cause his own great name 1o be testified to, and then
completely sweep away the Devil’s organization by
Jchovah’s ‘“strange act”’. Before that ““strange act’’
of Jehovah he does his ““strange work’’, to wit, the
world-wide proclamation against Satan’s religious
system and his organization in general, and thig is
in fulfillment of his deelaration long previonsly made:
“That my name may be deelared throughout all the
carth.”’—1ix. 9:10.

" Jehovah compels all nations, peoples and tongnes
o come under the rule of Christ Jesus, and those who
refuse to do so shall be destroyed. This is foretold by
the message God required Jeremiah to deliver: ““And
it shall come to pass, that the nation and kinzdom
which will not scrve the same Nebuehaduezzar the
king of Dabylon, and that will not put their neek un-
der the yoke of the king of Babylon, that natioa will
I punish, saith the Lord, with the sword, and with
the fumine, and with the pestilence, until 1 have con-
sumed them by his hand.”’—Jer. 27: 8.

8 Jchovah knew the end from the beginning, and
therefore ke has abided his own good time to take ae-
tion against the rebellious ones. He forcknew that none
of the nations, not even ‘‘Christendom”’, would will-
ingly bow the neck to and eonsent to be governed by
Christ, the rightful Ruler of the world. (Isa. 8:14;
1 Pet. 2:8) But he gives the nations warning that
they must submit themselves to Christ or be destroyed,
and this is done that they may have no exeuse to plead
ignorance. The religionists who praetice the so-called
“Christian religion’’ have rejected Christ Jesus the
King, and have consorted with the other elcments of
Satan’s organization to sct up a rule of the carth ae-
cording to their own ideas. (Ps. 2:6-12) All the na-
tions, including all of ‘‘Christendom”’, are against
God and his kingdom under Christ; but ““Christen-
dom’’ is the worst hecause posing as Christian, there-
by deceiving many people and bringing great re-
proach upon God’s holy name, In ancient times Je-
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hovah used Nebuchadnezzar to punish the Israclites,
who were pledged to ohey him. Now Jchovah will use
the One whom Nebuehadnezzar forcshadowed, to wit,
Christ Jesus, to brirg punishment upon the nations,
and particularly upen *‘Christendom’’, who are in an
implied covenant to obey the Lord. In what manner
will he punish them? The prophet says, ‘with the
sword, famine, and pestilence,” all of which are sym-
bolie of destruetion. This shows that Jchovah lays siege
to the encmy’s stronghold by his great servant, Christ,
who secs to it that mone shall escape. (Jer. 25:35)
The Lord has his enemy surrounded, and at Arma-
geddon 1fe will fight and give no quarter. None can
breuk through his battle lines, and all will be destroyed.

* God’s nessage of warning was first to the Isracl-
itcs and then to the heathen, as appears in verse three
of this chapter. The leaders, amongst both the Jews
and the nations round about, had induced the people
to follow their advice. When God sent a warning by
Jeremiah, he told the people that they were not to
give heed to the sclf-eonstituted wise ones amongst
them: ““Therefore bearken not ye fo your prophets,
nor to your diviners, nor to your drcamers, nor to
your enchanters, nor te your sorcercrs, which speak
unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Baby-
lon.”” {(Jer. 27:9) Jdehoiakim, and after him Zedekiah,
and thcir Jewish supporters and religious leaders,
were leaning on Egypt for help. They did not think
it possible that Egypt would back down before Baby-
lon, amd therefore they did not expeet themselves, the
Jews, to ever have to wear the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar,
These rehigious and politieal leaders so informed the
people, because, as they told them and the people be-
lieved, they eould apply to Hgypt for help and be
assured of getting it and therefore Jerusalem could
suceess{ully resist the king of Babylon. The people,
being induced to believe what these seif-constituted
wise men and prophets and preachers said, would con-
clude that the messaze Jeremiah was bringing them
was a very strange one and that his work was a strange
work. To the leaders of the heathen nations, and to
the people ronnd about Jerusalem, Jeremiah and his
work would also sound very strange. It would scem
very unusual that the Jewish nation should he wavned
to put themselves umder the rule of Dabylon. These
lcaders, some wmong them at least, claimed to be
prophets, and they prophesicd or announced their
prognostications before the Jews, and the heathen
clergy preachers or prophets did likewise, haranguing
the people and telling them that there was no danger
from Babylon and therefore the people should give no
hieed to Jeremiah’s ‘faneiful prediction’. The people
were ercdulous and were led by the sclf-constituted
prophets and wise men.

10 Exactly the same conditions exist today. The
clerey of *‘Christendom’’ and other chief ones of the
religionists do not hesitate to say that their organiza-
iion shall stand for ever. The Roman Catholic Iicr-
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archy in particular boastfully claims that nothing
shall prevail against that organization, not even hell
itself, and the credulous ‘‘Catholic population’ in
general believe what these self-constituted prophets
say. In modern times politicians have also turned to
be prophcts, They say: ‘‘ History shows that cvery one
that has oppesed the Roman Catholic Hierarchy has
eventually lost out and that every political ruler that
now opposes the ITierarchy will fail to survive.,”’
Mussolini was at first opposed to the Hierarchy, bat
now he switehes about and males peace with ““papa’’,
The Congress of the United States, and other public
officials, manifestly are afraid of the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy and are afraid to have anything even said
about that devilish organization; and so they submit
to the prognostications of the Iierarchy. The so-called
“‘Protestants’ cannot help but sce that the Roman
Catholic icrarehy is working with the political die-
tators, but those so-called *‘Christian relizionists’?
have no faith in the Bible and do not belicve what
the Bible says about Satan’s organization. On Jan-
uary 18, 1937, the /lerald Tribune (New York) pub-
lished a statement issned by the Methodist Federation
to the effect that the Vatican is backing Mussolini,
Ilitler and ¥ranco, adding, however, that only the
political policies of the Vatican arc assailed. liven
those Mecthodists have not the faith and courage to
oppose the Vatican’s devilish doetrines that are de-
ceiving and turning the people away from Uod. The
Walchiower has published time and again the fact
ihat Mussolini and Hitler are acting undev the diree-
tion of the Vatican, and also has shown the Seriptural
reason therefor and what shall be the result, 1f the
aforementioned Methodists had faith in God and in
his Word they would boldly say what the Warcu
ToweR publications have said, to wit: That the Roman
Catholie 1licrarchy rclies upon false doetrines, and
hoodwinks the eommon people, while working with the
other clements of Satan’s organization to gain coutrol
of the nations of the earth and to rule them by dicta-
tors, and that for this reason they have openly repu-
diated Jehovah God’s Word and rejected his King,
Christ Jesus, and that now they shall suffer destruetion,

11 The Roman Cathotie Hierarchy and other clergy
scornfully push away from them any literature that
publishes the truth of God’s Word coneerning his king-
dom. They order their parishioners not to read it, and
to destroy what comes into their possession. Other re-
ligionists, together with the Roman Catholic ierarehy,
seoff at the idea that the great svstein that now rules
the carth, religious, politieal, financial, military and
social, shall ever sufier destruction. To them the mes-
sage brought by dchovah’s witnesses at 1lis command,
concerning God’s name and his purpose to desiroy
Satan’s organization, is foolishness and they denounee
it as unbelicvable, The propheey of (fod’s Word, show-
ing his purpose to destroy all nations at Armageddon,
and which prophecy is delivered to the people by Je-
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hovah’s witnesses, seems very ““strange’’ to all those
who support the rcligious organization, and they turn
away from it and dismiss it with the mere words,
““We are not interested.”” Only those persons of good
will give heed to the messaze of the Lord, and only
these will be protected. Jehovah eommanded Jeremiah
to say to the people that they should not hearken unto
their prophets, soothsayers or sorcerers. Likewise to-
day Jechovah, through his Word which is delivered by
his witnesses, informs the people that they should not
believe the clergy, the preaehers, or the politicians,
who tell them that there is no possible danger of Arma-
geddon’s eoming. The elergy are therefore the more
reprehensible; for the rcason that they not only de-
cline to ally themselves with God’s kingdom under
Christ, but prevent many other pcople from deing so.
—Matt. 23:13,

12 Why did Jehovah tell the people to refuse to give
heed to the elergymen and other prognosticators¥ Why
does he now tell the people not to listen to the pricsts
of the Roman Catholic licrarchy clergymen and other
so-calied ““‘prophets™? “‘For they prophesy a lie unto
you, to remove you far from your land; and that I
should drive you out, and ye should perish.”’ (Jer.
27:10) In view of the punishment that had been in-
flicted upon other prophets of Jehovah it took real
faith in God, and therefore genuine courage, for Jere-
mizh to deliver the message that he did deliver, Having
full faith in Jehoval, Jeremiah courageously ealled a
Yic a e, regardless of what might be said of him as
using rough talk. No doubt the clergymen of that time
said that ““the speech of this man Jeremiah shoeks our
religious susceptibilities of our time-henored organi-
zation’’. Jeremiah was speaking the truth beeause
God had eommanded it; and even though the truth
does shoek the religious susceptibilities of the clergy,
it is doing them a good turn, and also the people in
general a good turn, to publish the truth; and there-
fore the message of God is of the greatest publie in-
terest, convenience and nceessity. The message was
from the Lord and was a warning for the people of
Jerusalem; and likewise the message delivered today
is a warning to the people of ‘‘Christendom’’ and is
for their good, if only they would so regard it. It is
far more important that the people should know the
truth, that they may learn and take the right way and
find protection, than for Jchovah’s witnesses to put
on the soft pedal in order to avoid shoeking the re-
ligious suseeptibilities of pious elergymen. The people
in general must have an opportunity to hear the mes-
sage, and for this reason God commands that it shall be
delivered.

13 Jehovah’s message having been declared by Jere-
miah in the presenee and hearing of the supportery
of religionists of that time, these supporters could not
plead ignorauce and shift the responsibility on God.
Likewise today, the message of truth being declared
in the presence and hearing of the people who support
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“‘Christendom’’ puts the responsibility upon them to
act, and they will not be permitted to plead ignorance,
The purpose of the Devil, as shown by the foregoing
text of the prophecy, is to drive the people away from
God that they might perish; and Jeremiah so toid
them. The same thing is true today. Even those who
do not support the religionists must have an oppor-
tunity to hear. The godless ones may conclude that
after the destruction of the relizious systems, which
operate in thc name of God, then they, the godless,
will have a larger freedom and license for wickedness
and that therefore they ean entirely ignore Jehovah.
They will find, however, that the destruction of the
religious systems does not mean that there is no Jeho-
vah God nor Christ Jesus; rather the propheey shows
that they will learn that the overthrow of the reli-
gionists mcang that the non-religionists are next in
line to be dealt with by the Lord and thereby wiped
out in disgrace. Ungodliness is no more justified than
hypocritical religionists, The judgment day of Jeho-
vah is here and is so exaeting and scarching that
scarcely the righteous shall eseape.—1 Det. 4:17, 1S,

" Jehovah’s time is at hand when his name and his
kingdom must be deelared to the nations as a witness,
and this must be done before Armageddon begins.
This was clearly foretold by the message delivered by
Jeremiali to the non-Jews as well as to the Jews. Jeho-
vah informs the nations, in advance of approaching
Armageddon, of the great ills that will eomne to them
by refusing to bow themselves willingly to the rule of
his servant, Christ Jesus, and this is done in order
that they may not have an exeuse for ignorance. (God
will permit to survive and live only those who willingly
put themsclves under the rule of Christ Jesus, who,
in the prophetic drama spoken and enacted by Jere-
miah, was pietured by the king of Babylon. The
prophet therefore says: ‘‘But the nations that bring
their nceli vnder the yoke of the king of Babylon, and
serve him, those will I let remain still in their own
land, saith the Lord; and they shall till it, and dwell
therein,”’—Jer. 27: 11,

18 Jehovah’s King will extend his rule over all the
earth, and no power can suecessfully resist him, Those
who will benefit by his rule will prove to be, not the
nations as 2 whole, but the individuals of those nations
who are of good will toward God, who learn the truth
and who willingly and gladly submit themseclves to
God’s King, Christ Jesus.

*¢ The message delivered by Jeremiah to the nations
was a prophecy illustrated with a wooden yoke or beut
pole put on the neck. The Devil’s erowd thought to
countcract God’s message, and thercefore the false
prophet, Ilananial,, broke the yoke that was on Jere-
mial’s neek: ““Then IHananiah the prophet took the
yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and brake
it. And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the
people, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Even so will I
break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon



COcrozer 15, 1937

from the neck of all nations within the space of twe
full years. And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.”
(Jer. 28:10, 11) Thus the false prophet was endeavor-
ing to induce the people to believe that Jeremiah’s
propheey was false and that they should within a shorg
time be entirely free from the Babylonish king.

17 The Roman Catholie clergy take exactly the same
course today. They tell the people that the message of
Jehovah God, which he sends by his witnesses telling
the people that Armageddon is near, and that he will
destroy the godless as well as ‘“Christendom”’, is
wholly false, and these clergymen use all the power
and influence that they possess to destroy in the mind
of the people the effect of the message of truth. The
false prophets of tlie present day, to wit, the Hierarchy
clergymen and their supporters, tell the people that
the nations will stand for ever and that the Romnan
Catholie organization is the rightful representative of
(iod on carth, and that that orzanization shall rule
for ever and stand for cver. These clergymen, there-
fure, stand in the same position that Hananiah ocen-
picd, in their clfforts to destroy faith in God’s mes-
sarre that is brouzht to them. That the Devil and his
agents cannot thwart Jehovah iy illustrated by what
followed the hreaking of that wooden yoke by the false
prophet; “Then the word of the Lord ecame unte
Jeremiah the prophet, after that Ilananiah the proph-
et had breken the yoke from off the neck of the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, (lo and tell Hananiah, say-
ing, Thus saith the Lord, Thou hast broken the yokes
of wood ; hut thou shalt make for them yokes of iron.
For thus saith the lord of hosts, the (fod of lsrael,
I have put a yohe of iron upon the neck of all these
nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon; and they shall serve him ; and 1 have given
him tlic beasts of the field also.”’—Jer. 28:12-14,

18 1,ikewise Jchovah tells the people, through his
Word, that not only are the false prophets or clergy-
men, the Roman Catholie ITierarchy and their sup-
porters, uttering lies by their words, but all their efforts
to thwart ({od’s purpose will fail, and that only those
who will give heed to God’s Word and put themselves
under Christ Jesus shall ever live, The nations can-
not escape by following the instruction given them by
false prophets. The Roman Catholie Ilicrarchy will
sueeced for a time, but within a short time thereafter
it will be completely destroyed.

v Jeremiah spoke to Zedekiah, king of Judah, and
informed him that only those who would wear the yoke
of the king of Bahylon should live. Antitypically this
means that only those who voluntarily serve Christ
Jesus shall live. Furthermore Jeremiah said to Zede-
kiah, and, no doubt, in the heaving of the people: ““Why
will ye die, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilenee, as the Lord hath spoken
acainst the nation that will not serve the king of
Babylon?’'—Jer. 27:13.

z0 Zedekiah and bis supporters pictured the present-
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day ruling clements, particularly the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy and the supporters of that devilish reli-
gious system, and which is generally known as ¢ Chris-
tendom’’ and is falsely called the ‘“ Christian religion’’,
“‘Christendom’’ thinks she is different from the hea-
then nations and does not need to change her course of
action and submit to God and his King, Christ Jesus.
““Christendom,’ meaning the Roman Catholic Hicr-
archy and her supporters, thinks to rule heaven and
earth, but the prophecy of God shows cxactly to the
contrary. ‘‘Christendom,” and particularly the Ro-
man Catholie Hierarcliy, has greatly exalted herself,
and now she must, according to the decree of Jehovah,
be brouczht low and wallow in the dust of the carth,
iod says to the people, as he says to their rulers now:
“‘Ywhy will you dic? Why not serve the King, Christ
Jesus, and live?’ (Jer. 27:13) Those who refuse will
certainly die,

21 As Jeremiah, the servant of God, warned the
rulers and the people to give no heed to the falwe
prophets, such as Hananiah, even so today Jchovah,
by sending his witnesses with his message of warning
to the rulers and to the people of ‘‘ Christendom”’, tells
them to give no heed to the false prophets, such as the
Roman Catholie Hierarchy and other clergymen, and
their supporters. Jehovah’s witnesses must earry this
message 1o the people. This they have been doing and
are still doing, by (od’s grace, The pcople must he
warned, as Jeremiah warned Jerusalem, sayine:
““Thercfore hearken not unto the words of the proph-
ets [preaciers or clergymen] that speak unto you,
saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for
they propliesy a lie unto you.”’—Jer, 27: 1.4,

22In Jeremiah’s day those false prophets did not
trust in God, but they trusted in Kaypt for help. Lilec-
wise today the false prophets, the Roman Catholie
Hierarchy and other elergvinen, do uot trust in God,
but they trust in worldly power, their own power, to
aceomplish their own sclfish desires. As the people of
Jerusalem did not have an appreciation of the sin
that made it nececssary for Jehovah to exceute his
judgment upon that eity, even so now the people who
support organized religion do not have an appreeia-
tion of the sins of ‘‘Christendom”, and that it 1s
Ciod’s will that all who live must willingly eome under
the rule of Christ Jesus. Hananiah prophesied falsely
and gained the support of the people, and they tell
under his seductive words; and likewise today the
Roman Catholie Ilierarehy and other elereymen
prophesy falsely before the people in order to keep
the people in ignorance of (lod’s purpose. It meauns,
therefore, a fight against these false prophets for
Jehovah’s wilnesses 1o continue to carry the mes-
sage fo the people that they may have an opportunity
to be informed. The clerey, althoueh hearing the mes-
sage, are too proud to repent, and thorefore they will
not tell the truth to the people, and hence attemnpt to
prevent the people from hearing it in any manner,



312

21 Jeremiah told the people that such men as Hana-
niah prophesicd a lie; and likewise today Jehovah’s
wilnesses, informing the people of the truth, thereby
show to them that those clergymen who prophesy con-
trary to (lod’s Word are deliberately lying. These
clergymen represent the Devil, and they do the will
of their father the Devil. (John 8:44) Hananiah had
not been sent forth by Jehovah to prophesy in His
name. Neither had God sent any of these other false
prophets, and therefore he eommanded Jeremiah to
say to the people: *‘For I have not sent them, saith
the Lord, yet they prophesy a lic in my name, that 1
might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye,
and the prophets that prophesy unto you.”’—dJer.
27:15.

# Corresponding thercto, Jehovah God has not com-
missioned the men of the Roman Catholie Ilierarchy
or any other clergymen to prophesy in his name to the
people, and when those men go to the people and
prophesy, they prophesy falsechoods, and hence they
deliberately lie. Not only do they lie, but they perse-
cule Jehovah’s witnesses for telling the people the
truth as commanded by Jehovah. By the ungodly re-
lizicus ceremonies that they practiee and by the dee-
trines that they teach, and by the prognostications that,
they make, the clergymen keep the people in ignorance
of God and his purpose, and {urn them away from
God. What Jeremiak said to Ilananiah, the false
prophet who opposed God’s message, now applies with

stronger force to the present-day elergymen, who-

prophesy lies before the people. To the false prophet
God’s messenger said: ‘““Then said the prophet Jere-
miah unto lananiah the prophet, ITear now, ITana-
niah, The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou makest
this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the
Lord, Behold, T will east thee from off the face of the
carth: this vear thou shalt die, beeause thou hast
taught rebellion against the Lord. So Ilananiah the
prophet died the same year, in the seventh month.”
—dJer. 28:15-17.

» Such is the written judgment of Jehovah against
the false prophecies that are uttered by the lcaders
of *‘Christendom’’. His Word, therefore, clearly shows
that Jehovah's witnesses must declare the truth today
as commanded, even though it shocks the religious
suseepiibilities of the clergy. It is not the judgment
of men, but is the judgment of Almighty God, written
against these who resist him and his King, and who
falsely prophesy and mislead the people. Iis decrce is
that such shall be east out and die. This message must
be delivered because God has so commanded it.

2 Jehovah’s witnesses are not fighting any man or
eompany of men, even as Jeremiah the prophet was
not fighting against men, but was merely obeying
God’s commandments: “‘Also I spake to the priests,
and to all this people [as well as the king}], saying,
Thus saith the Lord, Iearken not to the words of your
prophets that prephesy unto you, saying, Behold,
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the vessels of the Lord’s house shall now shortly be
brought again from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie
unto you.’’—Jer, 27:16.

22 Jehovah’s witnesses, in obedience to God’s com-
mandments, have declared to the nations, the eclergy,
the politicians, and the commercial and military men,
God’s announced judgment and purpose of destroying
Satan’s organization at Armageddon. They must con-
tinue to carry this message to the common people in
order that all ‘“‘Christendom’’ may be warned, and
that those who are of good will toward God may give
heed to his Word and find the way to life. Their work,
therefore, is not a fight against men, but a proeclama-
tion of the truth, which is a fight against wicked sys-
tems organized and carried on by the Devil. In the
face of and contrary to the message of God delivered
by Jeremiah, Hananiah the false prophet defiantly
challenged the message of the Lord and falsely said
to the people: ‘“Thus speaketh the Lord of Losts, the
God of Israel, saying, I have broken the yoke of the
king of Babylon: within two full years will I bring
again into this place all the vessels of the Lord’s house
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from
this place, and carried them to Babylon; and T will
bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jchoa-
kim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah,
that went into Babylon, saith the Lord: for I will
break the yoke of the king of Babylon.”” (Jer. 28: 2-4)
Hananiah must have known that he was lying. Like-
wise today the Roman Catholic Ilierarchy must know
that they are lying. God forctells that they even say
they have hidden themselves behind lies; which refuge
he will destroy.—Isa. 28: 15.

28 Judah and Jerusalem were very much disturbed
by the propheey delivered by Jeremiah. Likewise
today ‘‘organized religion”’, and particularly its lead-
ers, expericnee a severe shoek of their suseeptibilitics
by rcason of the message of God delivered by Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, and this of itseif shows that the clergy
are false vessels or instruments whieh bear religious
fodder to the people and from which the people re-
ceive no nourishment or benefit whatsoever. The proe-
lamation of the truth by Jchovah’s witnesses is like
unto the invasion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.
The Lord Jesus Christ, the Greater-than-Nebuchad-
nezzar, leads this assault now upon the religionists,
and those false prophets and their organization are
being jarred to the very foundations. The clergymen
have been so shocked by the truth that they put forth
every effort to destroy the message, A Catholic news-
paper recently issued against Jchovah's witnesses
says: ‘‘Some action will have to he taken sooner or
later, and it is better taken now before the damage is
greater than it alveady is.”’ (The Cutholic Standard.
Tasmania, October 29, 1936) This is in line with
Cardinal Dougherty’s declavation to the effeet that
“he will take . .. more drastic action’’ unless the
publication of the kingdom message ceases. Those
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roosters arrogate to themselves a tremendous power
and influence. Their day of disappointment is near.
In their attempt at the present time to keep up their
courage and the courage of their supporters the Ro-
man Catholic Hierarchy say: ‘“We will, within a
short time, gain all that was lost in times past, and
this we will do at the expense of Jehovah’s witnesses.”’
In other words, their purpose is to destroy all the
witnesses of Jehovah and their work in order that the
Hiecrarchy may ride high and easy and without opposi-
tion. That organization now looks to its ally, *‘Egypt,”’
that is, the political and finaneial supporters, for
help.

* The rcligious leaders of the Jews said, and like-
wise the religious leaders of ‘‘Christendom’’ say to
the people: ““The message brought to you by Jcho-
vah’s witnesses i too strange for belief. Therefore
give no heed to that message. Look to us for adviee.
\Ye are surc that our organization will stand for ever.”’
Dut, direetly contrary to the speech of such false
prophets, Jehoval’s true prophet deremiah says con-
cerning those religionists: ‘“‘Iearken not unto them;
serve the king of Bahylon, and live : wherefore should
this city be laid waste?’’—dJer. 27:17.

3 No doubt there are yet within the religious or-
ganizations those persons of good will who are pris-
ouers. (Isa. 49:9) They must be given the opportunity
to hear and to hearken unto the Lord. There are those
outside of the religious organizations that desire right-
eousness and hence are of good will toward God. These
must have the opportunity to hear the kingdom mes-
sage and be told that the only way of escape and the
only place of safcty is by serving the Lord Jesus

shrist, the King whom Nebuehadnezzar foreshadowed

in this prophectic picturc. The goodness of Jehovah
God is manifested toward the people by sending them
the message of warning. Ile therefore makes it an im-
perative obligation upon Jchovah’s witnesses that
they must deliver this message.

81 Jeremiah suggested a test whiech would determine
whether those prognosticators such as Ilananiah were
truc or false prophets. Likewise a test is open to the
clergymen at the present time. If they were honest,
truc and faithful representatives of the Lord, they
would tell the truth to the people. Also Jehovah God
would give heed to their prayers, but he does not hear
the prayers of false and fraudulent preachers. There-
fore at God’s command Jeremiah announced the test
in these words: ‘‘But if they be prophets, and if the
word-of the Lord be with them, let them now make
intercession fo the Lord of hosts, that the vessels
which are left in the house of the Lord, and in the
house of the king of Judah, and at Jerusalem, go not
to Babylon.”’—dJer. 27:18.

32 Tf the opposers of Jeremiah had been sincere and
honest and possessed faith in God, they would show
this by making such intercession as Jeremiah suggest-
ed. lIad they done so, that would have shown that
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they had fear of the warning from God which had
been announced to them by the mouth of Jeremiah.
It would show that they desired to have some part in
the service of God. The same is today true of the
clergymen of ‘“Christendom’’, If they were really the
representatives of (od and they were sincere and
honest, they would give heed to what is written in the
Seriptures and would tell the people the truth as it
is written therein, instcad of withholding from the
people the truth of the Dible. On the contrary, the
clergy today, particularly the Hierarchy, instruet the
people to not even read the Bible but to believe only
what the pricsts tell them.

8 Some of the vesscls of the Lord had not at the
time of Jeremiah heen taken away by Nebuchadnezzar,
and concerning the same the Lord directed Jercmiah
to say: ‘“‘For thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning
the pillars, and concerning the sca, and conecerning
the bascs, and concerning the residue of the wvessels
that remain in this eity, which Nebuchadnezzar king
of DBahylon took not, when he carried away eaptive
Jdeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim king ¢f Judah, from
Jerusalem to Babylon, and ail the nobles of Judah
and Jerusalem; yea, thus saith the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel, concerning the vessels that remain in
the house of the Lord, and in the house of the king
of Judah and of Jerusalem; They shall be earried
[away].”’—der. 27:19-22,

3¢ Jehovah was giving warning that the remaining
vessels would be taken away to Babylon. This part
of the propheey finds a fulfillment in modern times,
in this, to wit: The Elisha work, whbich Jechovah’s
witnesses now by Ilis grace are doing, will not wreek
the religious organizations or organized religions.
Elisha’s witness work now exposes to view the erook-
eduess of ““Christendom’’ and is used to the pulling
down of strongholds of ‘‘Christendom’’, in the minds
of honest and sincere people. The honor of wrecking
the systems or religious organizations is given to
Christ Jesus. As Samson inflicted punishment upon
the Philistines and left the finishing work to David,
even so now the finishing touches upon the encmics
of God will be put on by the Greater David, the Lord
Jesus Christ. The work now being done by the faithful
followers of Christ Jesus in declaring the judgments
of Jchovah against ‘‘Christendom’’ is very exasperat-
ing and humiliating to the religionists; but there is
far more to follow, not of work by the witnesses, but
the destructive work by Christ Jesus. When the un-
covering of religious frauds is eompleted and the wit-
ness work done, then will follow the exeeution of
Jehovah’s judgment, that is, ‘“his aet, his strange
aet.”’

% ¢“They shall be carried Jaway] to Babylon, and
there shall they be.’”” (Verse 22) How long? ‘‘Until
the day that I visit them, saith the Lord.”” (Vs, 22)
Those vessels in the temple were carried away, and
remained for seventy years. That part of the prophecy
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meant nothing less than the total destruction of the
city of Jerusalem and everything in it. Likewise it
foretells that Jehovah’s “‘strange act’’ will mean the
complete destruction of ‘‘Christendom’’ and every-
thing pertaining thereto. The remaining words of
Jeremiah 27:22, to wit, ““then will I bring them up,
and restore them to this place,’’ manifestly refer to
the remnant, that is, God’s faithful witnesses on earth.
As a remnant was saved out of Isracl, so there is a
remnant unto God that has come out of ‘‘Christen-
dom’’, and which remnant maintain their integrity
toward God. The returning must take place seventy
years after the destruction of Jerusalem, and there-
fore eould not refer to unfaithful Jerusalem, but te
the faithful remnant of the Israclites who rebuilt the
eity. This promise, therefore, does not apply to wicked
“Christendom’” nor have any reference to the resto-
ration of *‘Christendom’’ at any time. It does apply
antitypically to God’s faithful remnant on the earth
from and after 1918 who then became a part of the
New Jerusalem. After these faithful ones had under-
gone punishment they were fully restored to God’s
Tavor and his anger was cutirely removed from them.
~TJsa. 12:1-3.
“TO ALL TIE PEOPLE”

8 The cvents set forth in the preeeding part of
deremiah’s prophecy, and considered heretofore in
The Watchtower, find full agrecmment in what follows
and which is sct out in the 25th chapter of Jereniah’s
propheey. That ehapter shonld be carefully read and
prayerfully considered, together with what follows,

17 4“TPhe word that ecame to Jeremiah concerning
all the people of Judab, in the fourth ycar of Jchoia-
kim, the son of Josiah king of Judah, that was the
first year of Nebuehadvezzar king of Babylon.” (Jer.
25:1) Jeremiah had been commanded to take his stand
in the court of the Liord’s house and to there proelaim
the message of the Lord. He there pietured Jehovah’s
witnesses who take their stand after 1919 and who
remain on (lod’s side fearlessly deelaring his message.
It was about that time that God’s eonscerated people
on the earth began to sce that the prophet EKlijah and
his work pictured a eertain part of Jchovah’s work,
and that lisha the prophet and his work pictured a
work of Jchovak’s servants that must be performed
without fear of man or devil. For the bencfit of those
who have later come 10 a knowledge of the truth men-
tion is here made that it was in 1919, at the first
Cedar Point (Ohio) convention, that the Lord made
known to his people the distinetion between the Elijah
and the Elisha work of the church. (Sce The Watch-
tower August 1 and 15, 1919.) Jehovah forcknew and
graciously foretold that his servants would be en.
trusted with a service to be performed that would
require absolute and complete faith in him and they
would trust him implieitly for protection and salvation,
and that therefore they must do their work without
fear of what man might do unto them. Llijah showed
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fear, and well pictured what occurred prior 1o 1919,
Elisha showed no fear of creatures, and pictured what
must take place after 1919, The expericnees through
which the faithful servants of Jehovah have passed
furnish an abundance of proof that the fear of man
and of the Devil and his agents must not be permitted
to deter them in their work or interfere with their
maintaining their integrity toward God. They must
fear God and be blind to everything save that of
doing his will. As scrvants they must steadlastly go
forward, relying upon Jchovah and Christ Jesus, their
Head and Lord. The faithful witnesses have now come
to appreciate the great truth that the joy of the Liord
is their strength. They likewise appreciate the fact
that the fear of man leads them into a snare and that
they must fear God only and make him their sane-
tuary.—Isa. 8:13,

WARNING THE REMNANT

3 Now we come to the examination of that part of
the propheey nttered by Jeremiah at God’s command-
ment and whiel shows beyond all question of doubt that
Jehovali’s witnesses must henceforth maintain their
integrity toward God under the most trying condi-
tions. The faithful will have in mind that to be fore-
warned of difficulties just ahead means to be fore-
armed and to mecet them in the strength of {he Lord
and in the power of his might, The hypoeritical erowd
of rcligionists are inereasing in power amongst the
nations, and will continue {o exereise their power until
they have reached that point when they will boast-
fully declare, ““Pcace and safety,”’ and, *‘Now we
shall rule the world without interference.” When
they reaeh that point, as this propheey shows, and
which is supported by other prophecies, God’s wrath
will fall upon them, and none of Satan’s oreanization
will find any way of eseape. To strengthen his people,
and to give them comfort and hope, the Lord Jehovah
now graciously unfolds to his people his prophe.ics,
Those who really love God and trust him implicitly
will not be dismayed or even disturbed by what the
LLord reveals to them and which shall shortly fall upon
the nations of the carth, nor will they be deterred in
the performance of assigned duty. The faithful will
coutinue 1o feed upon ““‘the meat in due season’’ which
the Lord provides for them. They will diligently and
prayerfully study what (lod makes known to them.
They will dwell together in peace with each other and
show their love one for another by watehing cavefully
for the interest of each other and cndeavoring to
render help to their brethren, ineluding the Jona-
dabs. (Jer. 35:6-19) This does not mean finan-ial
help, but the help that enables one to stand firmly, to
get an understanding and appreeiation of God's pro-
vision for those that love him, and to dilizently en-
aage in his serviee. Let all the faithful therefore stand
in the strength of the Lord and remember that God’s
people must stand shoulder to shoulder against the
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entrenched enemy. The admonition of the apostle Paul
is peculiarly appropriate now: ‘Be alert; stand firm
in the fzith ; acquit yoursclves like men ; be strong. Let
all that you do be done from love.” (1 Cor. 16:13,
Weymouth) ‘Only let the lives you live be worthy of
the gospel of the Christ, in order that, whether I come
and sce you or, being absent, only hear of you, I may
know that you are standing fast in one spirit and with
one mind, fighting shoulder to shoulder for the faith
of the gospel. Never for 2 moment quail before your
antagonists. Your fearlessness will be to them a sure
token of impending destruction, but to you it will be
a sure token of your salvation—a token coming frem
God. For you have had the privilege granted you on
behalf of Christ—not only to believe in Him, but also
to suffer on His behalf; maintaining, as you do, the
same kind of conflict that you once saw in me and
which you still hear that I am engaged in.’ (Phil
1:27-30, Weym.) ‘Therefore put on the complete
armour of (God, so that you may be able to stand your
ground in the evil day, and, having fought to the
end, to remain vietors on the field.” (LEph. 6:13,
Weym.) It scems certain that the climax is rapidly
approaching, Iave you clothed yoursclf with the full
armor of the Lord ¥ Are you determined, by his graee,
to firmly and immovably stand for the Lord and his
kingdom, relying whelly upon God and Christ Jesus?
Only in the strength of the Lord can any of his people
now stand the test that is before them.

* Jeremiah wus commanded to speak to all the peo-
ple of Judah and the eity of Jerusalcm, The Judeans
pictured the ones now on carth and to whom God’s
act will be a *‘strange aet’’ because, although unfaith-
ful to God, they will unworthily lay claim to the prom-
ises of God. They do not consider that such promises
are of no value to them beceause of their unfaithful-
ness. Following their leaders that have had a form
of worship, whieh they call ‘‘godliness”’, they have
likewise performed ceremonics, but they have no love
for God and his kingdom. The time is fixed by the
prophecy mentioned, and manifestly fixes the time of
its fulfillment, which is in these last days.

% Jehovah had suffered Pharaoh to put Jchoiakim
on the doomed throne of Jerusalem, and he had con-
tinued there for four years. That was the first ycar of
Nebuchaduezzar, king of Babylon, who here plays the
part pieturing Christ Jesus, whose first ycar at the
temple was in 1918. That was the first ycar of his
(Christ Jesus’) being laid in Zion as the Chief Corner
Stone. (Isa. 28:16) Thercfore the prophecy rccorded
at the 25th chapter of Jeremiah appears to have its
antitypical proclamation beginning after 1918, and its
actual fulfillment also thercafter.—See Vindication,
Book One, pages 248, 253.

41 Jt was in the beginning of 1918 that ‘‘Christen-
dom’’ rejected ‘“The Stone laid in Zion’’, that is, the
rightfu} King of the world, and sect its hopes on the
Leogue of Nations, (Isa. 8:9-15) In other words,
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“‘Christendom’’ looked to its own power, the power of
men, to rule in man’s appointed way, even though
claiming the League of Nations to be ‘‘the expression
of God’s kingdom on ecarth’’, It was following that
time that Jehovah began his “‘strange work’’ by hav-
ing Christ Jesus to use the temple company, tlic rem-
nant on the carth, which Jeremiah pictured, to pro-
claim the most strange and unusual message through-
out *‘Christendom’’ that had ever been hecard by
““Christendom’’, and such message has so greatly
‘“‘shocked the religious susceptibilities’’ of the clergy-
men and has appeared so very strange to those dupes
who support and bear up the Devil’s organization
that they called it a ‘‘strange work’. Jchovah had
caused Isaiah to prophesy that his ‘‘strange work’’,
which is the proclamation of (lod’s message, would
follow the laying of the Chicf Corner Stone in Zion,
(Isa. 28:16-21) All the facts show the fulfillment of
that propheey is now in progress and is ncaring the
end.

42 When Nebuchadnezzar ascended the throne of
Babylon that proved that the end of Judah was near,
because Ncebuehadnezzar was Jehovah’s ehosen execu-
tioner. Likewise when Christ Jesus was enthroned and
came to the temple for judgment, that proved that the
end of ‘‘Christendom’’ was near, because he is the
great Judge before whom all the nations must appear
and receive the execution of Jelhiovah's judgment. The
faets fully support this conclusion, Thus the prophecy
fixes the time of the proelamation by Jeremiah and the
time of the fulfillment. At God’s commandment Jere-
miah spoke: ““The which Jeremiah the propliet spake
unto all the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem, saying.’” (Jer. 25:2) The people of
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem were relyving
upon their religious leaders, the clergy, and the chicf
men among them, and hence were loath to believe the
message that Jeremiah spole. At that time Egypt
still showed herself a power to be reckoned with and
had, only four years previous to that time, made
Judah a tributary of, or dependent on, Egypt, by plac-
ing Jehoiakim upon the throne, who was compelled
to do the bidding of Egypt. (2 Ki. 23:28-35) Doubt-
less the people reasoned that Egypt would be rcady
to deliver and defend its tributary nation, Judah,
against all encroachments by Babylon. Judah was a
buffer state for Egypt against Babylon. IFor that
same reason here the prophet Jeremiah proplesied
contrary to what Lgypt might expecet to aecomplish,
Likewise today the peoples arc relying upon the re-
liglous organization that rules ‘‘Christendom’’, and
the proclamation of the truth is exactly contrary to
what they expect worldly institutions can accomplish,

¢ Jeremiah had been preaching to the people for
twenty-three years, and still eightcen years more were
to pass before the fall of Jerusalem. He reminded the
people of Jerusalem of this faet: “‘From the thirteenth
yecar of Josiah the son of Amoun king of Judul, even
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unto this day, that is the three and twenticth year,
the word of the Lord hoth come unto me, and I have
spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye
have not hearkened.”” (Jer. 25:3) In all that period
of time Jeremiah was active and diligent. IHe did not
lead a lazy life, such as that whieh is led by the ‘‘dumb
dog’’ class, the clergy of *‘Christendom’”; he did not
work a few hours in the day and then take it casy the
remainder of the time. Ile arose carly in the cool and
fresh part of the day, when the busincss people were
up and about their affairs. He went to them and told
them about Jelhovah’s purpose. But they did not take
his speech seriously. The faithful preaching of Jere-
miali for that period of time had brought to Judah a
definite crisis, and he told the people in plain and
emphatic language what God purposed to do to that
land. Although diligently working for twenty-thrce
years Jeremiah was not old and worn out. By the
grace of God he continued faithfully to perform lis
work. That is the privilege of everyone in God'’s serv-
ice today, to continue to work as long as he possesses
any strensth, Jeremiah’s faithfulness and devotion
may well be compared with the long and faithful serv.
ice of some of Jehovah’s witnesses who had part in the
Blijah work and who have, sinee the ending thercof,
contitnied faithful, dilizent and zealous in the service
of the Ehsha period of God’s work, Let those who do
have full faith in and love for God take courace now.
The difficultics will grow no less until the ‘‘strange
work’’ comes to an end. The fight is on. The old ‘‘har-
lot’’ and hier paramours are more determined than ever
to crush Jehovah’s witnesses, and are daily becoming
more arrogant, scornful and eruel. Those encemies of
God and his people are moving forward with con-
fidence to the destruetion of everything that exposes
the crookedness of their organization, lLet all who have
taken a stand on the side of Jehovah and who are
therefore relying upon the strength of the Lord be
mindful of the truth that he who is for us is far
greater than all that ean he against us. The message
which Jeremial was eommanded by the Lord to de-
liver, as set forth in the 25th ehapter of that propheey,
foretells what Jehovah’s witnesses must now do, and
what they may be expected to experience in faithfully
performing their duty unto the Lord.
(To be continucd)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
€ 1. Point out (a) the origm, and the uses, of the name Baby-
lon, (k) The appropriatencss of Jchovah’s causing the
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heathen king Nebuchadnezzar to play the part for which
he was used in this great dramatic prophecy.

1 2. Why, at that time, did Jehovah do as recorded at Jerennzh
27: 61 How has that part of the prophetic picture becn
fulfilled ?

§ 3-6. Referring to verse 7: Show whether (a) all nations we-e
brought into the servitude here foretold. (L) ‘“The vaiy
time of Lis land’’ eame. (¢) ‘Many nations and great king s
served themselves of him.’ Tow does einch of these pro-
phetic cunditions, (a), (b), (c¢), have fulillment?

f 7,8. Did any of the mnations, for the renson mentioned, in-
cur punishment in line with the forewarning recorded at
verse 87 Apply this part of the prophetic picture,

¥ 9-11. Justify the further forewarning at verse Y, for that
time. For the piesent time,

T 12,13, Why did those mentioned in verse 9 ¢‘prophesy a he??
to the prople, and for the purpose as charged asgeinst them
in verse 107 Bhow that the sume thing 19 true today.

9 14,15. Descnibe the situation today for wluch the prophetie
conditional promise at verse 11 was provided,

1 16-18. Apply the prophetic procedure recorded at Jeremiah
28:10,11. That at 23: 12-14.

1 19, 20. Show that Zedekiah and hig supporters, resisting the
warning given through Jereminh, pietured the present-day
ruling elements of ¢ Christendom*’,

T 21,22, Did Hanamah suceeed o turning the mnds of the
people away trom the message of warning given through
Jeremiah? Apply that prophetie fact.

9§ 23-25. Deseribe the present situation corresponding to that
in the time of Jeremiah as shown in the record ut Jerennnh
28: 15-17. What is toreshown 1n the judgmint exceured
upon lianamah for teaching 1ehellion agminst the Lord?

$ 26-30. What was foreshown (u) in Hanamah’s false messira
(Jer. 28:2-1) and (b) in the purpose for wlueh 1t was
spoken? (c) In Jehovah’s warning through g prophet
Jerenul as at 27: 174

1 31, 52, Show that a test eorresponding to that gucgested by
Jeremah (27:18) has heen pliveed before the talse proph-
ety of ‘‘Chnstendom’?,

1 33-35. Explain and apply Jehovah’s words Ly Jeremiah as
reeorded at 27: 19-21, How, in ¢‘the day thet I vist them?”?,
did Jehosah ““bring them up, and restore them to this
place’’?

1 36,37. Apply the prophetic picture presented in Jereminh's
stunding in the court of the Lord’s house and there pro-
claiming the message of the Lord. Yoint out the prophetie
sigmnecnnee of sume of the tucts seen 1 comparing Bhjuh
and his work with Lhsha and his work.

f 38. Aceount for Jehovah’s now giving to his people an un-
derstanding of his prophecies. VWhat 19 now necessary on
t}lcir part to enablo them to stand the test that 18 before
them?

T 39. To whom was Jeremiah commanded to speak? Whom did
they preture, and how?

¥ 40, 41. When, nccording to other seriptures, was the prophecy
prockinncd as recorded in the 25th chapter of Jeremuh?
What dees that indicate a3 to the time of ats antitypieal
proclamation? Explain the designation of the pradama-
tion, then and now, as a “‘strunge work’’,

T 42. 8how that the propheey fixes the time of the proclama-
tion by Jereminh and the time of the fulfillment, \WWhat
prophetic signihceanee 18 seen in the relationstup thea be-
tween Judah and Egypt?

§ 43. Point cut the helpful instruction and example provided
in the record at Jeremiah 25: 3, For what particular pur-
pose has Jchovah given to lus people an understanding
thercof at this time?

INSPECTORS AND EXECUTIONERS

HEN, in 1918, Christ Jesus eame to inspeet
the professed people of God and to sct up
God’s temple of ‘living stones’, Jchovah’s

““spiritual house’, he looked with indignation upon
the desolation of the earthly part of God’s organiza-

tion, the covenant people of the Most ITich, the visible
part of the New Jerusalem, More than two thousand
years ago Jehovah caused his prophet Zechariah to
have a symbolic vision of this and to write about it:
‘‘Upon the four and twenticth day of the eleventh
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month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year
of Darius [king of Medo-Persia], came the word of
the Lord unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the
son of Iddo the prophet, saying, I saw by night, and
behold a man [Jehovah’s inspeetor general] riding
upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees
that were in the bottom [east of Jerusalem]: and be
hind him were there red horses, speckled, and white.”
—Zech, 1:7, 8.

Zechariah inquired of the Lord the meaning of these
men on horses, and the angel talking with him ex-
plained it to him, ‘“Then said I, O my lord, what are
these? And the angel that talked with me said unte
me, T will shew thee what these be.’”” (1:9) This
question is propounded for the benefit of those faith-
ful ones of the remnant now on earth, and the angel
of the Tiord brings to them the nceded information
in answer to their questions. (Rev. 1:1) This is proof
that the interpretation of propheey docs not procced
from man, hut that the Lord Jesus, the chicf one in
Jehovah'’s orcanization, sends the necessary informa-
tion to his people by and through his holy angels.
*“ And the man that stood among the myrtle trees an-
swered and said, These are they whom the Lord hath
sent to walk to and fro through the carth.”” (1:10)
In the vision these represent Jehovah’s host that he
uses to express his wrath against the enemy. (Rev.
14:20) With this host Jchovah’s witnesses on earth
are duly associated.

Satan and his wicked agents statk through the earth
to spy out and to maliciously act against God’s faith-
ful people; and these horsemen in Zeehariah’s vision
act as obscervers of what concerns Jelovah’s organi-
zation and to carry out his purpeses. The Lord now
ias his face or attention turncd to consideration of
things on the carth, and he inspects hoth the encmy
organization and the organization of Jchovah. The
eyes of the Lord are observing everything on the earth.
(Zeeh, 4:10; Rev. 5:6) The horsemen were as the
eyes of the Lord.—Num, 10: 31.

The underinspectors report to their chief: ‘“And
they answered the angel of the Lorp that stood among
the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro
through the carth, and, Lehold, all the earth sitteth
still, and is at rest.”’ (1:11) The substance of their
report is that they have found the entire organization
of Satan sclf-centered, in a state of self-complaceney
and giving no regard or concern to the kingdom of
God under Christ. This report must have been made
following the end of the World War, in 1918, and
when Satan’s agencics were sceking means and rem-
edies to bring peace on the war-torn carth. They gave
no heed to God'’s kingdom, but so far as it is concerned
they sat still and rested and relied upon the Leacue
of Nations, the World Court, peaee treaties, and like
things, to keep Satan’s organization in possession of
the world. Of course, they gave no assistance to God’s
people to proclaim the truth, but treated them with
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contempt. Such describes the attitude of the various
parts of Satan’s organization on earth from 1918 to
1922, But God’s remnant got on their feet and began
to work.

At the conclusion of the report by these under-
inspectors, ‘‘then the angel of the Lord answered and
said, O Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have
mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah,
against which thou hast had indignation these three-
score and ten years [during which Jerusalem and the
land of Judah lay desolate while its former inhahitants
were captive in Babylon] #’? (1:12) This corresponds
to the condition amongst God’s people from 1918 to
1922, probably before the general econvention of Jeho-
vah’s witnesses in the latter ycar at Cedar Point,
Ohie. It was when the Lord’s ecovenant people at that
convention saw that Christ the Great Inspeetor Gen-
eral had come to the temple that they eried out:
““Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, 1 bescech
thee, send now prosperity,”” (Ps. 118:25) It was in
1922 that God’s covenant pcople hcecame aware of
their own negligenee in conneetion with the building
of the antitypical temple of God. It was then that the
Lord spoke words of ecomfort to them and they re-
joieed, secing that Jehovah’s anger had turned away
from them. (Isa. 12:1-4; 61:1-3) ‘“And the Lord
answered the angel that talked with me with good
words, and comfortable words.”’—1:13,

Zechariah, having received the good and comfortable
words from the Lord, was commanded to make a proe-
lamation : “‘So the aneel that communcd with me sard
unto me, Cry thon, saying, Thus saith the Lord of
hosts, I am jealous for Jerusalein and for Zion with
a great jealousy.”” (1:14) This proelamation or mes-
sage must be both of God’s vengeance acainst the
enemy and of comfort to his own people. Jehovah had
put his name on his consecrated people who repie-
sented his true interest and whom he would 2ive a part
in the work of vindieating his name. Ilence he mani-
Tests his jealousy (his zeal) by veturning unto Zion
his great favor. (Zech. 8:1-3; Ps. 102:16) 1vor that
very reason Jchovah provided for the release and
dehivery of his people from bondage in the year 1919,
During the World War Satan’s agencies, partieularly
the Anglo-American empire system, had ill-treated
God’s faithful people much to the displeasure of Jeho-
vah; henee he caused his prophet to say: ““And 1 am
very sore displeased with the heathen that are at case
[earcless ; proud (Rotherham, margin) ] ; for 1 was but
a little displeased, and they helped forward the afilie-
tion.”” (1:15) It was “‘Christendom’’, this Anwlo.
American empire system, that not only beeame indif-
ferent to God’s kingdom and rested in case in their
own strength to lift up the nations, but helped forward
the aflliction of God’s people in particular. The Lord
also says, ‘I was but a little displeased,’’ that is, with
his own people, and for this reason he permitted them
to he taken into custody by the enemy. (Jer. 12:7)
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Instead of ¢ Christendom’s’’ exercising mercy towards
those who preached the gospel of God’s kingdom (at
that time this very preaching was with fear and
trembling), ¢‘ Christendom’’ took delight in punishing
Jehovah’s covenant people and ‘helped forward their
afiliction’. Since then the same agents of Satan con-
tinue to make war against God’s anointed.

In making preparation for the punishment of the
encmy organization Jehovah sends his ‘‘Messenger of
the covenant’’ Christ Jesus, to gather together his
people, build up the temple class, and make them fit
for participating in his work. (Mal, 3:1-3) ““There-
fore thus saith the Lord, I am returned to Jerusalem
with mercies; my house shall be built in it, saith the
Lord of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon
derusalem.”” (1:16) Secing this, Jchovah’s remnant
should be very zealous and not slack their hands in
the work beeause of opposition put forth by the enemy.
The Lord declares that his temple shall be built up,
and it ig built up, ‘“‘even in troublous times.”’ (Dan,
9:25) The “‘line . . . stretched forth upon Jerusa-
lem”’ is to measure the progressive work which Jeho-
vah has done in the building up of his organization on
carth since 1922, ITe expresses his purpose to comfort
and strengthen his people: ““Cry yet, saying, Thus
saith the Lord of hosts, My cities through prosperity
shall yet be spread abroad {my citics (shall) over-
flow with blessing (ftofh.)]; and the Lord shall yet
comfort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem.”’—1: 17,

Jehovah has prospered his organization by commit-
ting to the remnant the testimony of Jesus Christ, the
kingdom interests on earth, and the duty of carrying
on the work foreshadowed by the prophet Elisha, and
by pouring out his spirit upon them, and bringing
them into his organization, and permitting them to
drink the fruit of the vine new with the Tiord Jesus
Christ in his organization.—Luke 22: 18 ; Matt. 26: 29,

Having cousoled his own people of Zion, Jehovah
now tells her of the enemices that will eome against her.
Zecchariah (1:18) says: ‘‘Then lifted I up mince eyes,
and saw, and behold, four horns.’’ 1lorms symbolize
means of pushing or inflicting punishment upon an-
other, (Ezek, 34:21; Deut. 33:17) Up to the time of
the propheey of Zechariah four devilish world powers

Fhe WATCHTOWER.

BroosrLyNw, N, Y.

had existed and inflicted punishment upon men who
served Jehovah God. The propheey here means that
four more world powers, to wit, Greeee, Rome, the
Anglo-American empire system, which is ‘‘Christen-
dom?”’, and the combination of the League of Nations,
whieh is the eighth world power, would further oppose
God’s anointed people. (Rev, 17:11) The angel of the
Lord tells Zechariah that these horns are the powers
that scatter God’s people. (1:19) The ‘“four horns’’
would also fitly represent the eomplete power of Sa-
tan’s organization, which does violence to God’s people
and which reaches its climax of wickedness in the
scventh world power.

The Seriptural use of ‘‘four’’ is symbolic of com-
pleteness, such as foursquare. ‘“ And the Tord shewed
me four ecarpenters {craftsmen (Roth.); smiths
(A.R.V.)].”” (1:20) Generally the word here used
for ‘‘carpenters’’ means artificers or ones who do con-
struetive work. The ““four’’ is here used as symbolical
of the complete army of the Lord which hammers the
horns of{ the bul heads of Satan’s organization, and
crushes them. Since the prophet inquires concerning
the four construectors or artificers, the angel of the
Lord said: ‘““Then said I, What come these to dot
And he spake, saying, These [horns] are the horns
which have scattered Judah [God’s faithful people],
so that ne man did 1ift up his head {in 1918 and 1919} :
but these [artifieers or carpenters or constructors]
arc come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the
Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of
Judah to scatter it.”’ (1:21) These are God’s pro-
vided means to discomfit the enemy, as Gideon did in
his time. (Judg. 8:12; Isa, 19:16; Ezck. 30:9) This
wicked crowd of Satan rises up to seatter and to de-
stroy those who praise Jchovah God, pictured by
Judah, and the Lord Jchovah God purposes the de-
struction of these assailants and makes preparation
to that end. If Jehovah’s witnesses were left without
instruetion or spiritual food they would be discouraged
and ecast down, and the enemy would put them to
flight. Now Jchovah instructs his faithful people and
gives them comfort and cncouragement that they may
have hope of complete victory through Christ Jesus,
and thus he prepares them for their part in the work
of vindication of his great and holy name,

THE NATIONS IN THE WINEPRESS

forming the League of Nations, call themselves

““Christendom”’ or ‘“‘Christian”’, therefore they
““call themselves by the name of the Lord”’. Address-
ing himself to all the nations forming the visible part
of Satan’s organization, and speeifically pointing out
“organized Christianity”’, or *‘Christendom’’, so
called, Jehovah, through his prophet says: ** [Fer. lo 1

r I YODAY the nations of carth, particularly those

begin to bring evil on the city which is called by my
name, and should ye be utterly unpunished? Ye shall
not be unpunished : for I will call for a sword upon all
the inhabitants of the earth, saith the Lord of hosts.
Therefore prophesy thou against them all these wouds,
and say unto them, The Lord shall roar irom on high,
and utter his voice from his holy habitation; he shall
mightily roar upon his habitation; he shall give a
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shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the
inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall come even to the
ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy
with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; he will
give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the
Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall
go forth from nation to natiom, and a great whirl-
wind [war] shall be raised up from the coasts of the
earth.”’—dJer. 25:29-32,

Having pronounced his speeific judgment against
the Devil’s organization assembled in the valley of
deeision, Jehovah begins the battle. He commands,
and his mighty exceutive oftieer, Christ Jesus, leads
the assault. As the Psalm (107:25-27) in figurative
lanruage describes it: ‘“For he commandeth, and
raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves
thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down
arain to the depths; their soul i1s melted because of
trouble. They recl to and [ro, and stagger like a drunk-
en man, and are at their wits” end.”’ A stormy wind
or whirlwind is a symbol of a great war. The great
battle of God Almighty is on and proceeds to a con-
clusion.

The prophets of Jchovah deseribed the progress of
the war, and the result. lnowingz that these prophets
are proved to be true prophets, we know that their
testimony here given imports alsolute verity. Jecho-
vah 13 the right-hand support of his beloved Son who
leads the fight, and concerning which the prophet says:
“The Lord [Jchovah] at thy right hand shall strike
through [or, shatter] kings in the day of his wrath.
He shall judge among the heathen [nations]), he shall
fill the places with the dead bedics; he shall wound
the heads over many countries’’; or, as another trans-
lation (Koth.) reads: ‘‘he hath shattered the head®’
over many countries.

Jehovah will give such a demonstration of his power
that all may sec and know that he alone is the Al
mighty God. The time having come to settle the issue,
it shall be settled. The prophet (Nah, 1:6-8) says:
““Who can stand before his indignation ? and who can
abide in the ficreeness of his anger? his fury is poured
out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.
The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble;
and he knoweth them that trust in him. But with an
overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the
place thercof, and darkness shall pursue his enemies.”
¢ And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall
walk like blind men, beeause they have sinned against
the Lord ; and their blood shal be poured out as dust,
and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor
their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of
the Lord’s wrath ; but the whole land shall be devoured
by the firc of bis jealousy: for he shall make even a
speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.”
—~—Zeph. 1:17, 18,

Jesus Christ, the great Prophet, declared that the
battle of God Almighty will be the worst trouble that
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ever has been or ever will be visited upon the world.
(Matt, 24:21) That it will completely uncover and
destroy the Devil’s organization and all the works
and workers of iniquity, the prophet makes clear
when he says: ‘‘ And the slain of the Lord shall be at
that day from one end of the carth even unto the otlier
end of the carth: they shall not be lamented, ncither
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the
ground.’’—Jer. 23; 33.

That it will be a day of despair and vain howling
of the shepherds, the prophet also plainly states, say-
ing: ‘‘Ilowl, ye shepherds, and cry ; and wallow your-
selves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock [the
church congregations of these religious shepherds];
for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions
are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant
vessel.”” (Jer. 25: 34) When a pleasant vessel falls and
is destroyed, those who possessed it are in distress.
The illustration is an apt one, that the shepherds who
have deeeived the people shall so fall, as the prophet
states.

Further deseribing the calamity befalling the or-
ganization, the prophet says: ‘“And the shepherds
shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the
flock to escape. A voiee of the ery of the shiepherds,
and an howling of the prineipal of the flock, shall be
Leard: for the Lord hath spoiled their pasture. And
the peaceable habitations are cut down, hecause of the
ficrce anger of the Lord. Ile hath forsaken his covert,
as the lion; for their lund is desolate, beeause of the
ficreeness of thie oppressor, and because of his fierce
anger.”'—Jer. 25:35-38.

The Devil’s organization, represented by ancient
Babylon, shall fall and become desolate, as it is written
by the prophet, who says: ‘“Babylon the great is
fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every
unclean and hateful ard.”” (Rev. 18:2) From the
very beginning Babylon was thie Devil’s organization
and was associated with unclean spirits, This text in
no wise disproves that coneclusion. On the eontrary,
the propheey here quoted deseribes the eondition of
desolation that comes upon Babylon after her fall,
The words are those of deseription, showing her con-
dition after God has broken her down.

Good men and women have long been held in Baby-
lon by the sophistry and deeeption of Satan and his
agencies. After her fall, no more shall men or women
dwell in her, but she becomes the habitation of hate-
ful birds and beasts. She will be shunned by cvery
man and woman. Another prophet of Jehovah sup-
ports this conclusion, saying: ‘‘And DBabylon, the
glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ ex-
celleney, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah, It shall never be inhabited, neither shall
it be dwelt in from generation to gencration: neither
shall the Arabian piteh tent there; neither shall the
shepherds make their fold there. But wild beasts of
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the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be
full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there,
and satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of
the islands shall ery in their desolate houses, and
dragons in their pleasant palaces.”’ (Isa. 13:19-22})
““And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwellingplace
for dragons, an astonishment, and an hissing without
an inhabitant.”’ (Jer. 51:37) The destruction of the
Devil’s organization will therefore be complete, and
will demonstrate to all ercation that Jeliovah is the
Almighty God, besides whom there is none.

Jehovah uses apt illustrations to make plain his
purposes. In the sixty-third chapter of Isaiah his
prophet sets out one of such illustrations. What is
there rccorded follows shortly upon the coming of
the great wilness that God commands to be given
(and which is now being given), as detailed by the
same prophet in the preceding chapter (Isa. 62:1G).
The prophet has a vision of one returning from the
slaughter of the land of Edom and the city of Bozrah,
and whose raiment is sprinkled with blood. Undouht-
edly the one seen in such apparel is the same one de-
seribed in another propheey, which says: ‘‘And he
was clothed with a vesturc dipped in blood; and his
name is called The Word of God.”’—Rev. 19:13.

It is helpful to an understanding of a proplheey to
first explain the meaning of some of the words whieh
appear thercin and in connection therewith.

The name ‘‘Edom’’ represents that which is op-
posed to the Lord. (Obad. 1) It has the same meaning
as the name ““Esau’’, and therefore refers to the or-
ganization of Satan, the most reprehensible element
of which is the religious element. Idumea has the same
meaning as ‘‘Kdom”’, and really is Bdom. (Isa. 34:5)
The wrath of God is especially against Idumea.—
Ezek. 35:15.

Bozrah was the chief city of Edom. Therefore
Bozrah would represent that which is the center or
most important part of modern Edom, to wit, the
ruling factors thercof.

The wine-press is the instrument, or organization,
employed by Jehovah to erush or break up the fruit

Fhe WATCHTOWER.
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of the evil one. ‘““The vine of the earth,’”’ or that evil
vine (Rev. 14:18,19), produces the grapes or fruit
of the earth, The earth represents the Devil’s orguni-
zation visible to man, The vine of the carth is the very
opposite of the ““true vine’’, and is therefore the offi-
cial part of the Devil’s organization.

The American Revised Version gives a better ren-
dering of the text, and therefore the quotation is from
that version. The prophecy begins with a eolloquy or
conversation. The first speaker is the prophet, and
the second speaker is Christ Jesus, the mighty exceu-
tive officer of Jchovah God who assaults the strong-
hold of the encmy,

The first speaker propounds the question: ““Who is
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from
Bozrah? this that is glorious in his apparel, marching
in the greatness of his strength?’’

The second speaker replics: ‘I [Christ, the great
Ixecutive Officer and Prophet of Jehovah] that speak
in righteousness, mighty to save.”’ (IIc is the mighty
Savior and Deliverer of oppressed humanity.)

The first speaker now asks: ‘“Wherefore art thou
red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that
treadéth in the winevat [or trough] ?’’—Isa, 63: 1-6,
ARV,

To this the second speaker answers: ‘I have trod-
den the winepress alone; and of the peoples there was
no man with me: yea, I trod them in mine aneer, and
trampled them in my wrath; and their lifeblood is
sprinkled upon my garments, aud I have stained all
my raiment. For the day of vengeance was in my heart,
and the year of my redeemed is come. And 1 looked,
and there was none to help ; and I wondered that there
was none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brougsht
salvation unto me; and my wrath, it upheld me. And
I trod down the peoples in mine anger, and made them
drunk in my wrath, and 1 pourcd out their lifeblood
on the earth.”’

In such foreeful terms the Lord shows how he will
crush into nonexistenee the great and mighty oreani-
zation which has antagonized him aud his purposes
and has made life unbearable for the peoples of carth,
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“CONSOLATION” (Continued from page 306)

this past September. Consolation, however, 13 published by the
same company, Tho Golden Age Publishing Company, Ine., and
though containing the same basiec features which made the
former magazine so popular and valuable, it is issued 11 a more
attractive, hundy and suitable style, making it an mnproved,
2 better magazine, which none of Jehovah’s people should fail
to receive and read. The subsenption price 18 $1.00 a year for
the United States; $1.25 for foreign countries.



