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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Iraiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only truc God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and carth and the Giver
of lifc to his creaturcs; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed
with all power in heaven and earth, and the Cluef Executive
Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfeet
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed God’s law und was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to Lfc.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to preduce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God ruised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority,

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is ealled Zion, and
that Christ Jesus js the Chief Officer thercof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers ot Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jchovah’s organization, und are his witnesses whose duty and
Erivﬂngo it is to testify to the supremacy of Jeboval, declare
is purposes townrd mankind ay expressed in the Bible, and
to bLear tho fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
hus been placed Ly Jehovah upen hLis throne of authority,
has ousted Sutan from heaven and i3 proceeding to the
estublishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THT RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of carth
can come only by uand through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Chrigt, which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great
act s tho dcstruction of Sutun’s organization and the estub-
lx§hment of righteousness in the ecuarth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will ohey its righteous laws shall live
on carth forever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling

the people to know Jehovah God and Iis purposes us

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifieally designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people
of good will, It arranges systematic Bible study for it3 readers
and the Society supplies other hterature to aid in such studies,
It publishes suitable material for radio broadeasting and for
other means of public instruction in the Seriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authoiity for its utter-
ences. It is entirely free and scparate from all parties, scets
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jchovah God under Chnst
his beloved King. It 1s not dogmatic, but invites earcful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of the
Scriptures. It docs not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not opem to personalitics.
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branch oflices, IRenuttances fimn countries other thuan those men-
tfroned may be made to the Lrooklyn othce, but by Intuiuational
Postal Money Order only.

FoRrEIGN OFFICES

British . . .......34 Craven Terrace, London, W.2, England
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Please address the Society in every case,

(Translations of this journal eppear in several languages.)

ANl sincere students of ihe Rible who by reasnn of infirmity,
poverty or adversity ate unable to pay the subsctiphion pruoe
may have The Watchtower free upon wiitten application to the
publishere, made once each year, stating the rvason for so re-
questing it. We are glad to thus md the needy, but the wiitten
application once each year is required by the postal regulations,

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of o new or a renewal sub-
seription will be sent onlv when requesied, Change of address,
when requested, may be experted to appear on addivss Inbel witiun
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be sent with the journal one month before the subscription caplies,

Entered as sccond-class matler at the post affice at Brooklyn, N. Y,
under the Act of Maich 3, 1879,

“KING OF KINGS”

The ncxt testimony petiod, October 2-10 inclusive, will be
world wide, coextensive with the earthly realm of the King of
kings, after whose title the penod is named. The publication
now of the bovk Riches in many languages makesat appropriate
for thia bock to be concentrated on then, the same to be offered
together with a self covered booklet, Other details of the sere-
ice have been published in the Informant, which please consult.
Your preparations and arrungements completed, then carry en
as to the King of kings. Your prompt report will be awnted.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Pursuant to the piovision of law and the charter of the
Watch Tower Ihible and Tract Society, notiee is hereby given
that tho annual business meeting of the said Society will he
held at Pittshurgh, North Side (formerly Allegheny), Penn-
sylvania, at ten o'clock a.m., Monday, November 1, 1937, at
which the usual annual busimess will be transacted.

PORTABLE PHONOGRAPH
The Society now munutactures and has to offer a light-weight
phonograph, which 13 14 by 13 by 5 inches in size, und covered
with browa cloth and havieg rounded corners. It weighs 9 pounda
13 vunces. With the three phonogiaph dises whieh cun be carried
m it, it weighs 12 pounds 6 ounces. The volume of sound 8
strong, and the tone i3 of the best guality, As shipped out from

our factory, the phonograph is tuned properly, at 78 rpaa,
and should be checked from time to time, This nodel, meludine
three dises, 18 offered on a contnbution of $10 00; without the
three dises, $8.00. Remattances should accompuny orders, Also
specify the purticulur dises wanted,

REMITTANCES

Enclosing coin or currency with an order for books or other
publications often results i disappointment when the sender
is notified that neither order nor renuttance hus been reeeived
by us. In this day of disturbed financial conditions even the
use of checks inmvolves o needless sk, We suggest that every
one use the money order (cither postal or express), Keep each
money order receipt for reference. For all rennttauces the money
order should he made payable to the Wateh Tower Ifible & Tract
Socioty, with a memorandum attaclied o8 to how muel 13 destved
for The I"atchtower, for The (i¢77on Aqgc, or for anything clee.
Do not remit to International Lible Students .Association.

CONCERNING MAIL

All mail pertaining to matteis of the Socicty should he
addicssed to the Watch Tower Bible & Tract Socicty, not to
individuals. This insures proper handhing and atfention. Some
of the brethren think that beeause they speuk a forcign tonguo
they must address their letters to some individual at the ofuer.
Thig should never be done, The Society will give attention 1
due eourse to all letters addressed to it, regardless of langunge,
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HIS “WORK” AND HIS “ACT”
“As I have done to Shiloh.”’—Jer. 7: 14.
PART 28

of Jerusalem, sending it by his servant Jeremiah.

IIe gave that people time to amend their ways and
to respond properly to his ultimatum, He had toler-
ated that unfaithful nation for a long while. The time
had now come when there must be a showdown for
Jerusalem. That was a prophetic picture of ‘‘Chris-
tendom*’, the unfaithful erowd that claims to be the
people of God; and to ‘‘Christendom’ now is sent
the ultimatum of Jchovah God, and what Jeremiah
declared applics inore particularly to ¢“Christendom™,
““ And thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord,
If yec will not hearken to me, to walk in my law, which
I have sct before you, to hearken to the words of my
servants the prophets, whom I sent unto you, both
rising up early, and sending them, but ye have not
hearkened; then will I make this house like Shiloh,
and will make this eity a curse to all the nations of
the earth.”’—Jer, 26: 4-6.

2 Let the present-day servants of Jehovah take note
of this faet, that Jeremiah was not to utter his ovn
opinion as to what should come to pass; nor was he
to volunteer his adviee as to what the Israelites should
do. 1le was to deliver (God’s message and give the
people to understand that the only way of escape was
the way which the Lord had pointed out to them
through his Word. A sclf-important man, ambitious
to shine in the cyes of others, either of that day or
of the present time, would attempt to convey to the
people the conclusion that he, the man, was or is ““a
wise one’’, giving infallible advice to the people. Today
some who profess ta be the followers of Christ Jesus
assume that very attitude, that they may appear im-
portant. Jehovah’s witnesses are not to add to nor to
dclete any part of God’s message. It is his ultimatum,
and not the ultimatum of man, Do not go to some in-
dividual and tell him that he is of the Devil and is
going to be destroyed. Say that Jechovah announces
his purpose and that purposc is, as set forth in his
Word, to soon destroy all religionists, all hypocrites,
and all who remain on the side of the Devil, and that
He has provided a way of escape and that way is for
cach individual to seek God and his righteousness,

JEIIOVAH announced his ultimatum to the people

which is administered through Christ Jesus the Tle-
deemer. Each individual must measure for himself
and determine for himself whether he is on the side of
God or the side of the Devil. To condemn the people is
not the purpose of Jehovah’s witnesses. Their duty
is to deelare God’s messaze, and that only. A debate
or argument with some false prophet would not be out
of the way, when this is done publicly for the purpose
of enabling the people to sce the truth; hut siugling
out individuals, and saying to them what shall be their
end, is an improper thing to do.

3 The religionists of Jerusalein attending and sup-
porting the temple service, being sell-righteous, would
appear to be very indignant by reason of being told by
Jderemiah in the presence of others that God's judez-
ment was about te be exceuted upon them. No doubt
those practitioners of the Jews’ religion, the clerey
in particular, concluded that the message delivered
by Jeremiah was likely 1o cause a riot and for thut
reason was subversive and should not be heard, and
henee Jeremiah must be silenced. They would reason:
“Why should we, who are the leaders and teachers of
Isracl, be disturbed and have our people disturbed
by this man Jeremiah?’’ It is exactly so today, that
the clergy and the prineipal ones of their {lock, wha
practice religion for personal gain, become very in-
dignant because of the message of (lod’s Word that
is now delivered by his witnesses. The indignant clerey
induce the courts to rule that the message delivered
by Jchovah’s witnesses is subversive and tends to dis-
turb the peace and quictude of the nation and is sedi-
tious, and that those witnesses who utter the message
should be punished and the publication of the mes-
sage prohibited. It is the will of God that the relizion-
ists should have no reason to plead ignorance or lack
of knowledge of his coming wrath upon his encinies.
Thercfore he commands his witnesses to say to themn
as did Jeremiah: ‘If you will not hearken unto the
Lord, and walk in his ways which he has sct before
you, then God will take action, as he has declared.
The responsibility rests upon you.” The religionists
of today have the Bible, which is the Word of God,
and now they arc reminded that the Bible is the only
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proper guide and that their refusal to hear and to obey
God’s law, as set forth in His Word, the Bible, estops
them from cver thereafter pleading ignoranece of what
God will do to them, especially when their attention
is directly called to the prophecies. Several years pre-
vious to the coming of Jeremiah to Jerusalem with
the message of Jchovah, God had caused the book of
the law to be found and brought to lizht, and the king
caused it to be rcad in the hearing of the people, and
the people agreed to obey. {2 Ki. 22:3-20; 23:1.3)
Likewise for forly years prior to 1918 God caused the
““Elijah work” to be done by his servants by bearing
the message of IMis kingdom to the people. For years
“Christendom’” has bad the Bible, and, in the past
fifty ycars and more, millions of Bibles and books and
traets have been published and distributed, calling
attention to the Bible prophecies, which announce
God’s purpose toward the peoples of carth. Since the
coming of Christ Jesus 1o the temple in 1918 hun-
dreds of millions of books and tracts have been dis-
tributed amongst the people, specifically ealling atten-
tion of the religionists of *‘ Chtristendom™ to Jehovah'’s
decelared purpose by and through Christ Jesus to de-
stroy all opposition to his kingdom, ““Christendom,”’
therefore, has reecived the ultimatum and is still re-
eciving the message deelarine the same.

* The Israclites were a typieal people, and the
prophecy was written and uttered really to be applied
to “Christendom?”, the antitypical people who claim
to be God’s people on the earth, Jehovah says to them
now : ‘H you will not hear me, your punishment shall
follow.” Why does God give them such an emphatie
warning, sceine, as he states, ““ye have not hearkened ™’
The reason is that they may be duly informed and may
therefore bear their own iniquity. Their coming de-
struction is nobody’s fault but their own, and the
only way for the scrvants of God to relieve themselves
of responsibility is to deliver to ‘‘ Christendom™ the
message of (fod’s warning as commanded. (lizek,
33:8-12) No one eould have any reasonable excuse to
gay that God has taken snap judgment of them. They
eannot say that God is not long-suffering. Jehovah
gives them ample warning and ample time 1o repent,
and for that reason the ‘‘strange work’’, the witness
work, gocs on and will continue until God’s time to
begin the destruetion.

% The relizionists at Jerusalem took great pride in
the temple. The Roman Catholic Ilierarchy and their
religious supporters take great pride in the so-called
““Cathelic chureh’’ and in their hideously constructed
cathedrals, God established the Israclites as his peo-
ple. The Roman Catholic ehurch has voluntarily as-
sumed to be the people of God on ecarth, posing as
such. Both the Israeclites and the Catholic Ilierarchy
point with pride to the matcrial so-called “‘chureh’”
building. This is further shown by the words of the
prophet Lzckiel, who wrote: ‘‘Speak unto the house
of lsrael, Thus saith the Lord God, Beheld, I will pro-
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fane my sanctuary, the exeellency of your strength,
the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul
pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye
have left shall fall by the sword. . . . And when this
cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord God.”’
(Lzek. 24:21-24) The Roman Catholie Hicrarchy or-
gunization oecupics a position exactly similar to that
occupied by the religzionists of Jerusalem. Jchovah
gives them an ultimatum and deelares: ““If ye will
not hearken to me, . . . then will I make this house
like Shiloh.”” That declaration of truth sounded so
strange to the religionists of Jerusalem that it was
beyond belief, They would reason like this: ““Our
temple is not a mere tent or temporary residence, such
as our fathers had at Shiloh. Now for God to let that
temple, which bears his name, 1o be wreeked, would
be to let his name be reproached, and such a thine is
preposterous. It is too strange to be worthy of helief,
and this man Jeremiah, who thus states, is not to be
believed.”” The religious leaders of ““Christendom™
today reason in like manner. Their elergy pooh-pooh
the idea of destruction comingz upon them and say
that Jchovah’s witnesses are Communists operating
under the cloak of velizion, In thiy way the reproach
that fell upon Christ Jesus and hig diseiples, tor de-
livering the truth, now falls upon Jehovah’s willing
witnesses.

¢ Jehovah further deelared that he would ‘make
Jerusalem a curse to all nations’. The religious Jews
did not believe that declaration, but God afterwards
perforined exactly his purpose and as he had foretold,
All nations have cursed Isracl since, and at Armaced-
don all the nations will curse the religionists of “‘ Chris-
tendom”’, Now God’s ““holy nation’ and all people
of good will who proclaim the truth pronounce God's
curse upon ‘‘Christendom’’ as commanded, and for
duing this in obedicnee to God’s command the clerey
and the prineipal of their flock denounce Jehoval’s
witnesses. This was foreshadowed by what is recorded,
to wit: **So the priests, and the prophets, and all the
people, heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the
house of the Lord.”” (Jer. 26:7) When the Roman
Catholiec Tlicrarehy and their supporters hear the
message of God delivered hy his faithful witnesses
today they say: ““Our relizious suseeptibilities are
greatly shocked and our religious pride is jarrved hy
the utterance of these words of Jehovah’s witnesses
azainst our time-honored and most holy and vencrable
institution ; and their words are preposterous and are
strange beyond belief.”” That is what the Jews said;
and that is what the Catholic aud other relicionists
now say. The priests of the Roman Catholie 1lier-
archy and other elergy of the relizionists, being so
much coneerned about their jobs and revenue arising
therefrom, feel greatly outraged beeause of the mes-
sage proclaimed by Jebovah’s witnesses, which tells
of the disaster coming upon organized religion. Deing
made to appear as false propliets or preachers, such
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religious leaders are very indignant, and they de-
nounce Jchovah’s witnesses before the people, both
by word of mouth and through the press. The sup-
porters - of these religious institutions say: ‘‘How
strange that any one should speak disparagingly of
our great church and our great clergymen! Whe is
like the great Catholic church? Who are like our
learned and great clergymen?’’ Today when Jeho-
vah’s witnesses call on the ultrareligionists and tell
them of God’s purpose, as expressed in his Word, they
say: ‘It is strange that you would come to us. We
are Christians and do not nced to hear anything from
you. Go to the heathen, Our chureh is all we need. We
have the Bible in the house and our preacher tells
us what it means. Strange that such persons as you
would try to tell us anything.’’ On the contrary, those
of good will reecive Jehovah’s witnesses gladly and
are anxious to lcarn; and thus the dividing of the
people progresses.

"Was it a ‘““strange work’’ in which the young
prophet Jercmiah was engaged ? Did it appear stramgze
and absurd that God would send by the man Jeremiah
such an “‘impossible’”’ message as he was delivering
That was the cffeet upon the Jew religionists. They
worked themselves up to a heated indignation, even
as the clergy of this day do: *“Now il came (o pass,
when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that
the Lord had commanded him to speak unto all the
people, that the priests, and the prophets, and all the
people, took lim, saying, Thou shalt surely die.”’
(Jer. 26:8) The message which Jeremiah delivered
was very unpopular, and ke had not shunned to de-
clare it because of its unpopularity. 1le had not held
back hecause of fear of bodily harm to himsclf. In
Jchovah’s name, and in 1lis strength, he delivered
the message commanded, and that message was not
censored nor did he ask permission or license to speak
it. Note the order in which action was taken: first,
by the priests, then by the false prophets; and then
the colnmon people were moved to act. It was the
clergy of the Jews that provoked a riot, and no doabt
they claimed that Jeremiah was the one to blame for
the riot. It is so today. The message delivered first
makes the priests mad, and then they go into court
and testify that such a message, although it is in the
Bible, when declivered to the people is likely to pro-
duee a riot. They well know that they are lying, bat
in order to justify themselves they scize the first op-
portunity to start a riot and lead a mob, and then
blame Jchovah’s witnesses for the wrougful acts of
the priests and clergymen.

8 The religious leaders amongst the Jews should
properly have reasoned that if Jeremiah was deliver-
ing a false message in the name of Jehovah God, God
would punish him for it. God did punish the false
prophet llananiah with death because he ““taught re-
bellion against the Lord’’. (Jer. 28:16,17) The Jew-
ish elergy by their action showed that they did not ex-
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peet God to kill Jeremiah as a false prophet and a blas-
phemer of God’s name, and therefore they concluded
that they must take the matter into their own hands,
and they induced the credulous people who supported
them to join in the persccution, and they arranged for
and expected to get a verdict and an exccution of
Jeremiah according to their own taste. Therefore they
organized a mob and rushed upon Jeremiah and
howled, saying to him: ‘‘Thou shalt surely die.”’

® Today the IRoman Catholic priests and their sup-
porters follow cxactly a similar course. If those preach-
ers believed for onec moment that Jchovah’s witnesses
deliver a false and blasphemous message against
Almighty God, they would say: ‘‘Let God pumish
them, and surely he will do so0.”” Well knowing that
Jehovah’s witnesses speak the truth, and that the
clergy have no answer thereto, the elereymen take the
matter into their own hands, ineite the credulous
people against Jchovah’s witnesses, and influcnee pub-
lie officials to arrest and cruelly punish them; and
then if oceasion offers, the clergy start a riot and lead
a mob to inflict further indignities upon those who
represent the hord, All relisionists work along the
same line in earrying out persceution of God’s wit-
nesses, because all religion emanates from the Devil,
Today the Catholic priests induee the judues of the
courts that eclaim to be descendants of Isracl o in-
flict unjustly a ecruel punishment upon Jehovah’s
witnesses. Such eases are actually taking place in
New Jersey and other parts of the earth. God caused
the record to be made conecrning Jeremiah, foretell-
ing what is to come 1o pass and is coming to pass
today, and this record cnables the ones devoted to
Jehovah to understand and appreeiate why they thus
must suffer reproach at the hands of religionists.

10 The Jewish clergy denied that Jeremiah was
God’s prophet, authorized 1o speak in his name:
““Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lord,
saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this eity
shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the
people were gathered acainst Jeremiah in the house
of the Lord.”” (der. 26:9) By their very words these
Jew religionists admitted that they had reccived the
message that the fate whieh had betallen Shiloh should
come upon them; and that message made them very
mad, beeause it made them appear in the cyes of ihe
people as great sinuers. They considered themselves
very rightcous, and in the eyes of the pcople they
wished to appear rightcous, and were indisnant
arainst anyone who would intimate otherwise. Those
Pharisces were going through the motion of serving
God in the temple. The Roman Catholie licrarehy
and other priests take exactly the same position today.
They go through metions, in which they elaim to be
serving God. They put on flat hats, lace aprons, lone
robes, and have their bloated faces photographed and
put upon the motion-picture sercens, and people are
shown as kissing their toes or rings, in order to create
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an air of superiority so far as they are concerned, and
to show them as very righteous and holy, Then they
publish in their newspapers that Jehovah’s witnesses
claim that God i3 going to destroy all religion; and
this message from God’s Word they denounce as
absurd, impossible, blasphemous and unbelievable.
But they are not willing to let God himself judge his
own witnesses. They are concerned ahout kecping
themselves in position that they can further exploit
the people. The clergy say to each other and to their
congregations: ‘““Are not we the chosen of God? are
we not performing service in the house of God? Are
you not bringing yeur money here and having a part
in this service of the house of God? Is it not absurdly
strange that any person should go about and presume
to say that God will destroy us?’’ They admit that
they have reeeived the notiee of warning, and for that
rcason they cannot escape responsibility. Those re-
ligionists are fulfitling propheey long ago written;
but they are too blindly prejudiced to hear the
prophecy or to read what God put in his Word long
ago. The Devil incites them to anger, hatred, and
malice, and to the eruel punishment of the witnesses
of the Lord

1 The Jewish elergy, by haraunguing the people,
worked up preat exeitement and indignation against
Jeremiah : ““ Aud all the people were gathered against
Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.”” The Devil at all
times has used his religious priests in the same manner,
When Christ Jesus, the beloved Son of (lod, he whe
was without sin or fault and who never did a wrong,
stood befure the eourt falsely aceused of the high
crimes of sedition and treason, it was the elergy who
there demanded his eonviction and his lifeblood : ““ And
they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he
might be erueified. And the voices of them and of the
chief pricsts prevailed. And Pilate gave sentence that
it should be as they required.”’” (Luke 23:23,24) It
was the religious priests who then and there persuaded
the mob to demand the lifeblood of Jesus Christ in
preference to that of a confessed murderer: ‘“But the
chief priests and clders persnaded the multitude that
they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus.”’—
Matt, 27:20.

12 The Devil’s religious agents never change, but
act in a like manner, because they arc all his sons and
do the will of their father. (John 8:44) Today it is
the elergy, and partieularly those of the Roman Cath-
olie Hicrarchy, who demand that Jehovah’s witnesses
be eruclly punished for the alleged erimes of sedition,
the distribution of so-called ‘‘perverse’” literature,
and other ““offenses’’, when in fact these witnesses of
the Lord are guilty of doing nothing wrong. What they
do is in obedience to God’s commandment to deelare
his message in order that the will of God may be done
as he has purposed it. These truths are emphasized in
order that those who are sincere, and who desire to
know what is right and to understand what is going
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on, may see and know and understand that the re-
ligionists arc instruments of the Devil, dceciving the
people and defaming God’s holy name. It is for this
reason the witnesses of Almighty God today suffer
persecution, They are doing no wrong.. On the con-
trary, they are doing exactly right, and the Devil
hates that which is richt and true, and sccks to de-
stroy those who will obey God. Jehovah permits this
in order that the enemy Satan may have full oppor-
tunity to attempt to make good his wicked challenge
and that men being subjeeted to his persecution may
have opportunity to maintain their integrity toward
God. Ultimately the vietory is with Jehovah com-
pletely, through Christ Jesus, and those who stand
with the Lord will have part in that victory.

12 When Jeremiah was aceused by the clergy he
was at the temple. The politicians, who were also re-
ligionists and who appeared to be less zealous and
pertinacious about religious matters, were not at the
temple at that particular moment, Manifestly they
were at the political headquarters, indulging in some
game or some scheme to further their interests; and
so the clergy saw to it that word was taken to the po-
litical and judicial element as quickly as possible;
as the record states: ‘“When the prinees of Judah
heard these things, then they came up from the king’s
house unto the house of the l.ord, and sat down in the
entry of the new gate of the Lord’s house.” (Jer.
26:10) Those prinees, rulers and judicial officers at
this point of the drama are seen seated at the new
gate, which was the usual place for holding court and
rendering judgment. The testimony against the of-
fender was produced by the clergymen and such wit-
nesses as the elergy micht hire to testify. Now call to
mind the many similar seenes that have been enaeted
in Germany, Quechee, New Jersey, and other places
within the past few years; which events have been
published in the Golden Age magazine, In every in-
stanee it is the religionists, desiring to further their
own sclfish interests, that instigate and carry on the
persceution of Jehoval’s witnesses, wrongfully charg-
ing them with the violation of law, They induce men
to falsely swear against Jehovah’s witnesses, that a
conviction may be had. The witnesses of the Lord
carry the message to the people, and then the clergy
connive with certain ones of their flocks, who are void
of any sense of right and justice, and these are caused
or indueed to arrest and hale into court the witnesses
of the Lord, and there testimony is wronglully pro-
duced and the law improperly applied in order that
a conviction may be had.

14 Jt is apparent from the record thal Jeremiah now
stood before the princes or the magistrates. And who
arc his accusers demanding his death? True to the
rule announced, the Devil had his clergymen there
vehemently erying against Jeremiah and demanding
his life: ‘“Then spake the priests and the prophets
unto the princes, aud to all the people, saying, This
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man is worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against
this city, as ye have heard with your ears.’’—Jer.
26:11.

3% Mark this, that those priests or prophets or preach-
ers of Jerusalem did not charge Jeremiah with mis-
representing God. It was the duty of the priests, en-
joined upon them by God’s law, to look after the things
pertaining to God’s Word, and had they been sinecre
they would have done so, relied upon and stood by
the Word of God. They well knew that they had noth-
ing on Jeremiah, but they demanded his death for
the rcason assigned by them, that ‘Jeremiah had
prophesied against the city’; whercas he had done
nothing of the kind. e had pronounced Jehovab's
ultimatum against the wicked eity ; and had that mes-
sage been properly received, the elergymen would have
been conieerned with what they found in the proph-
ecies and the manner in which they should obey God.
They ignored God’s Word and, like the elergymen of
the present day, they relied upon the traditions of
men. It is always the clergy of the religionists that de-
mand the lifeblood of those whe dare tell the truth as
commanded by the Lord God. No moderate punish-
ment for such offenders satisfies them. They desire to
be rid of everyone who calls in question their acts and
points out the creokedness of the clergy, as declared
by God’s Word. (Matt. 27:20) Before that court the
rclizious elergy assumed the responsibility of prose-
cutors. As such they put in their case against Jeremiah,
and according to them Jeremiah was unpatriotie and
a dangerous man and should not be allowed to speak,
and the only way to silenee him was to put him to
death, The modern-day clergy, particularly the Ro-
man Catholie Ilicrarchy erowd, accuse Jchovah’s wit-
nesses and say of them that they are unpatriotic and
are danzerous to the wclfare of the people, that the
literature they distribute is seditious, and that these
witnesses should not be permitted to speak their piece
lest the eountry all turn against the clergy and the
politicians, and therefore they must be silenced and
put out of the way. Jchovah’s witnesses are denounced
as ‘“‘reds”’, because that is the worst name at the
present time that the Roman Catholie 1ierarchy could
tack onto any man. The clergy publish in their own
papers, and cause the political newspapers also to
publish, that Jchovah’s witnesses are dangerous and
should be destroyed. A propaganda dispatch of the
Roman Catholic Ilicrarehy, sent from Berlin, Ger-
many, and published in the Catholic papers, also
appeared in the New York Herald Tribune of Jan-
uary 11, 1937, and which press dispateh classes Je-
hovah’s withesses as Communists and as gross erim-
inals. From that dispateh the following is quoted:

““An illegal German seetion of the International
Bible Students Association, an organization whieh has
American and British scctions, has developed in re-
cent ycars, and especially in 1936, into a ‘serious
menace’ to the Nazi state, Dr. Wilhelm Krohn, minis-
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terial director of the Ministry of Justice, declared in
a review of eriminal justice in Germany in 1936, just
published. It was printed in the ‘Deutsche Justiz’,
organ of the Ministry.

“‘The members of the association, whose American
section is headed by Judge Joseph ¥. Rutherford, be-
lieve in verbal inspiration from the Bible, and seck to
apply the prophecics of such books as Daniel and
Revelation to current history. On the basis of Biblical
passages the members of the German scction, which
was banned early in the Nazi régime, have predieted
the collapse of the government of Chancellor Adolf
Hitler.

“The body has now become the refuge, Krohn
asserted, of ‘various clements hostile to the state,
and, if not ehecked, will soon develop into a branch
Communist institution’, Recent information coneern-
ing the activities of the association in this country has
been turned over to publie prosecutors, he said, with
orders to use every means, under the emergeney de-
creces of February 28, 1933, to bring the offending
members to justice.”’

1 The Roman Catholic papers spread sach wicked
and false reports throughout the world, and at the
same time that hypocritical pricsily erowd refuse to
defend their own doetrines for fear the people will
see the frauds of that institution and withdraw from
it. Although millions of American eitizens demand-
ed such a dehate and defense of the Roman Cathoiie
doctrines, the Hierarchy absolutely refused to attempt
to defend the same. One Catholie priest remarvked to
a party who was listening to him: ““Why should we
be fools enough to debate? If we do, we are sunk.”
Why is the enmity of the Catholie organization so ex-
pressed against Jchovah’s witnesses? It is because
they tell thie trath; and for that same reason the re-
ligionists sought the death of Jeremiah,

JEREMIAI'S DEFLNSE

1 Jeremiah was set on doing one thing, to wit,
faithfully obeying Jehovah in delivering the messaze
he had been commanded and eommissioned to deliver.
He was blind to everything else. Jlaving heard the
testimony against him, he proceeded with his defense,
and in doing so he did not try to hedge or compromise,
Ile made no apology for what he had been doing. tle
told the plain truth, and he told them so that the
court and all the people present could hear it: ““Then
spake dJecremiah unto all the princes, and to all the
people, saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy against
this house, and against this eity, all the words that ye
have heard.”’—Jer. 26:12,

18 [fe had no hope of doing the priests or the preach-
ers any good by what he had done or was doing; hut
that he might accomplish some good in behalf of the
common people that were sineere he did have hope. tie
explained to his accusers and other hearers that he was
under strict eommand from Almighty God to deliver
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the specific message that he had delivered against the
religionists, including their house and eity. He made
no claim or pretense that it was his own message, based
upon his own opinion, but told them plainly that the
message came from the Most High. He freely admitted
that he had prophesicd publicly to the pcople. He made
a brief and succinct statement of the message, which
God had commanded him to dcliver, and this he did
in order that the court might be fully advised of the
facts and that those of the people who were present
and desiring to hear the truth might hear, sce and
understand that he was the representative of Almighty
God, as he stated. By making his defense in this man-
ner Jeremiah performed his duty and obligation, and
thercafter the responsibility was upon those who heard
him speak. They must be answerable to and answer
Almighty God. Qtherwise stated, God had chosen a
faithful man to deliver his message, and that man,
Jeremiah, had delivered it strictly in accordance with
the command. This sets a precedent for Jehovah’s wit-
nesses, whom Jeremiah at that time pictured. The wit-
nesses are not to act arrogantly nor cexpress hatred
or ill will, but they are to tell the truth and tell it
plainly, without fcar, therefore with boldness, trust-
ing wholly in Jchovah God, and then let the respon-
sibility rest where it belongs, to wit, upon those who
hear.

* Jeremiah then told the eourt and the audience
what would be the resuit if they gave heed to Jeho-
vah’s warning: ‘““Therefore now amend your ways,
and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your
God ; and the Lovd will repent him of the evil that he
hath pronounced against you.”” (Jer. 26:13) DBy this
means Jeremiah gave the message of Jehovah to the
judicial and political elements, as well as to the preach-
ers and the common people. Ilis prophetic words were
in fact a friendly warning to those who would “*hear”’
IIc¢ was sounding the alarm of the impending danger,
which eould be averted in only one way, and that was
by obedicence to Almighty God. Those who heard him
speak should have been thankful to be thus warned.
Jeremizh stuck to the point, that evil and disaster
were just ahead and would fall upon both the temple
and the eity unless God’s message was heeded. The
chief purpose of this prophetic drama at this point
was to foreshadow what should come to pass in the
time in which we arc now living. Under Jchovah’s
direetion Jeremiah thercby announced the precedent
by which all the scrvants of Jchoval are to be guided,
and that is, a full determination to speak the message
as God has commanded it to be spoken, and not at-
temmpt to take an independent course based upon one's
own conelusion, but to proceed to obey God’s instrue-
tions implicitly.

20 When Jchovah’s witnesses are arrested in this
day and brought before the courts, they should speak
frankly, telling the courts and the hearers, religionists
or non-religionists, of the divine commission and ecom-
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mand to them to speak God’s message of warning to
the people; that they are not attempting to deliver
the mescage of any man, and that they are not respon-
sible for what is to follow, but that the message pro-
ceeds from the Almighty God and they are merely
instruments and servants to do his will and are doing
it only as they are commanded ; that it is not the pre-
rogative of Jehovah’s witnesses to inflict punishment
upon the people or to do harm to anyone; that they
arc only the messengers to make known the truth,
that those who hear may take whatsoever course they
desire. The witness of the Lord is not to stop and
consider what worldly courts might do to them, As the
commissioned servants of Jchovah they are in his
hands, and nothing can befall them except by his per-
mission as long as the witnesses remain faithful and
true to Almighty God.

21 The testimony in defense being admitted before
the court, Jeremiah then made a brief argument, show-
ing that he had violated no law and was not worthy
of death, e fully realized that he was in the custody
of the law, and therefore he said to the court: ““As
for me, behold, I am in your hand; do with me as
seemetls good and meet unto you.’’ (Jer. 26:14) He
put the responsihility right where God would have
him do it. He was now speaking to the highest ecourt
of the land, and from the deeision of that court Jere-
miah had no appeal to any carthly court. Ile told the
court, in substanee, that he was willing to take what-
socver God permitted them to infliet upon him as a
punishment, beeause he was doing only what God had
commissioned him to do, That court would have no
power over Jeremiah if Jehovah should interfere and
prevent them from exercising power against him, Ile
was Jchovah’s servant; and the same rule applied to
him as did to Jesus, who said hefore the court where
he was tried: ‘““Thou couldest have no power at all
against me, cxeept it were given thee from above.”
(John 19:11) The same rule applics to those who now
arc in Christ and faithfully followine in his footsteps
and delivering the testimony as Almighty God has
commanded. The remnaut and the Jonadabs, that is,
all who are trusting in the Lord, must keep in mind
at all times that their only place of safety is to remain
true and faithful to Almighty God as Jesus and the
other witnesses in the past have done. They are not
to put their trust in princes or in any man. (Ds.
146:3) They are not to attempt to compromise or
soften Jehovah’s Word with the hope of being let off
casier by the courts of the land. The remnant have
consecrated their lives fe be faithful unto the Lord
God, even unto death, and it is to them that the Lord
Jesus says: ““Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee the erown of life.”’—Rev. 2: 10, A.R.V.

22 Jeremiah did not hesitate to warn the court of
the responsibility resting upon that distinguished
body. “‘But know ye for certain, that if ye put me
to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon
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yourselves, and upon this eity, and upon the inhabi.
tants thereof: for of a truth the Lord hath sent me
unto you to speak all these words in your ears.’’
(der. 26:15) That was not a threat, but a friendly
warning. e was not abashed beeause he was in the
preseunce of high officials, nor did he act arrogantly
or unrcasonably. It was but fair for him to tell the
court that the responsibility for the final judgment
upon him rested with them, To punish Jeremiah would
be fighting against God, and the members of the court
niust be responsible to God for their acts. The mere
killing of Jeremiah would not end the matter. The
Israclites had been willfully disobedient to Almighty
God and must suffer the consequeneces, and Jeremiah
was mercly informing them of what was coming to
pass. The clergy would argue, and, without doubt,
did argue, that the elaim of this man Jeremiah and
the following of what he had advised would not save
the city, and many of the people would follow the
advice of the elergy, which was the worst that could
be given to them, as the clergy usually give the very
worst kind of advice.

22 All faithful servants of Almighty God must and
do take a course similar to that taken by Jeremiah
and the apostles of Jesus Christ. When the apostles
stood before the courts of the same city, accused of
sedition by reason of preaching the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, they remained faithful and true aecord-
ing to the precedent announced in connection with
Jeremiah., The court hearing Jeremiah’s ease must
decide, and so Jeremiah told them in effect: ‘ You must
determine whether I should obey God or these hypo-
eritical clergymen,’” e left no doubt as to whom he
would obey, and he told the eourt that if he were put
to death they would bring innocent blood upon them-
selves and upon the city, and upon the inhabitants
thercof. Likewise the faithful apostles said to the court
on a similar occasion: ‘‘Whether it be right in the
sizht of God to hearken unto you more than unto God,
judge ye. FFor we eannot but speak the things which
we have scen and heard.”” (Aets 4:19,20) The true
and correet way is thus marked out for Jehovah’s
witnesses of the present time.

24 Without a question of doubt God caused the ree-
ord to be made econcerning faithful men who, in the
past, scrved him to the end that the recorded facts
might serve as a precedent and as aid and comfort to
the faithful witnesses of the Lord now on the carth.
In receent months many of (God’s faithful servants
have been arrested and brought before the courts at
the instance of the ultrareligionists, These faithf{ui
witnesses of Jehovah, although innoecent, have been
convieted upon testimony that was either perjured or
entirely immaterial and aside from the issue raised
by the indietment. They have been convicted and im-
prisoned without any just cause or excuse. A number
of them have been convicted without a word of testi-
mony being heard, God has furnished the sure guide
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for such faithful witnesses, and those who are fol-
lowing this divine guide are rejoicing, regardless of
what the result in the courts may be. Let each one
thus charged have in mind the course of conduet pur-
sued by the prophet Jeremiah and later by the apostles
John, Pecter and others. Let the courts and all the
audience hear that God has commanded his message
to be delivered to the people, and with calmness and
sobricty say, in substance: ‘‘My convietion and punish-
ment, because of my obedicnee to the command of
Almighty God, will be entircly wrong, unjust, and
will constitute fichting against God. What I say and
have said ecan do no harm to amyonc; but to inflict
punishment on me beeause I give you a friendly warn-
ing, as commanded by Almighty God, is thus taking
a great responsibility upon yourselves, and you must
account to God for your conduct, and his day of
reckoning is near at hand. I am entirely innocent of
any wrongdoing, and it is my duty to warn you that
my punishment by you God will not permit to go
unnoticed. You will suffer the eonscquences at hiy
hand, beeause no onhe can successfully oppose the
Almighty God.”’

23 The case of Jeremiah, at this point, was before the
court for decision. It appears that the people who
stood by and heard Jeremiah also had something to
say and that the court respectfully heard their say;
and after giving due consideration, the court agreed
with the eommon people, and then addressed them-
selves 1o the elerey who stood by with malicious hearts,
secking the lifeblood of God's faithful witness, and
the eourt declared Jeremiah was not guilty : ““Then
said the princes and all the peaple unto the priests
and to the prophets, This man is not worthy to dic;
for he hath spoken to us in the name of the Lord our
God.”’—dJer. 26: 16.

2 The elergymen present were not yet satisfied,
They would insist on the lifeblood of Jeremiah, and
procceded to use all influence they could bring 1o
bear upon the court. Some members of that court weie
still wavering in the balanee, while others scemed to
see more clearly the right of the matter. A prinee
named Ahikam was present, and may have been a
member of the court before which Jeremiah was being
tried. (Verse 24) He took the side of Jeremiah, and
the final deeision of the court was doubtless largely
influenced by this man Ahikam. The eourt took into
consideration that Jeremiah was serving God and had
spoken in the name of God, and therefore they re-
fused to give heed to the demands of the bloodthirsty
clergy. For a certainty there is a reason for the divine
record showing that the court gave duc consideration
to Jeremiah’s defense, and that reason sets a proper
precedent for judges of courts of the present time
to follow; and the fact that the present-day judges,
many of them at least, do not follow that precedent
makes them bloodeuilty with the clergy. Such judges
of courts as yield to the influence of the malicious
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clergy are classed with those named by Jercmiali as
““the principal of the flock’” and shall suffer a fate
similar to that of the clergy. {Jer. 25:36) A number
of the magistrates of New Jersey, and some in other
places, in order to hide, if possible, their own faces,
refuse to permit Jchovah’s witnesses to show from
the Scrptures that they are commanded by Almighty
God to go from house to house and proclaim Jehovah’s
message. Those magistrates imsist that the only ques-
tion of Tact and of law before the court is, “‘Did the
defendant fail or refuse to first obtain a policeman’s
permit? and if so, then the defendant is guilty of
violating the commereial laws of the land and must
suffer punishment.”” Not only do those magistrates
go exactly contrary to the Bill of Rights, to the Con-
stitution of the United States and to the Constitution
of New Jersey, whieh guaramtee frecedom of worship
of Almighty God, but they even place the law of man
above the law of Almichty God and openly and fla-
grantly insult Jehovah's name. Let them take notiec
that God will not permit their conduet to pass with-
out consideration and due recompense. Many of these
mamstrates profess to be Christians and that they fol-
low after the Lord; and for that reason they are bound
to take notice of the prophecies which the Lord has
caused to be recorded in his Word. Jchovah never
chanwes a rule for any person, be that man clergyman,
high judicial official, politician or ordinary man. Some
of the magistrates even ask men hizh in the Catholie
ehureh if the punishment proposcd to be inilieted upon
the defendant is sufficient. They should ask also of
sneh religionists, who elaim to serve God, What does
your Bible say should be dunc?

2 Before final deecision was readered in Jeremiah'’s
case some of the older men of the eommunity were
permitied to speak before the court and before the
people. Doubtless deremiah’s trial had attracted wide
attention, and the result was a division of the people,
to some degree, a few taking Jeremial’s side. Some
of the men of more mature years and sound mind are
designated as ‘“clders”’, and, says the rceord, ‘“then
rose up certain of the clders of the land, and spake
to all the assembly of the people, saying.”” (Jer, 26:17)
Those men, being Jews, whose duty it was to know
the Seripturcs, evidently were familiar with the events
of the past. Then the clders were divided in their
stand, but one of them speaking called attention to
what had come to pass in the days of llezckiah, and
amongst other things he said: ‘“Mieah {Micaiah
(R.V.); mecaning ‘who is like Jehovah’ and therefore
a servant of God} the Morasthite prophesied in the
days of Hezckiah king of Judah, and spake to all the
people of Judal, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest.”’ (Jer. 26: 18) Micah, or Mi-
caiah, had delivered a message of importance similar
to the message brought to the people by Jeremiah:
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““Therefore for your sake shall Zion be ploughed up
as a ficld, and Jerusalem shall become ruinous heaps,
and the mount of the house, forest-covered high-
places.”” (Mie. 3: 12, Leescr) The elders speaking here
were trying to show the court and the people that
propheey that came to them like that of Jeremiah
should be heeded and the Lord be let take care as to
who should be punished.

28 King Hezckiah had humbled himself before God
when he heard the message delivered by Micaiah,
and was for that reason saved from disaster. (2 Chron.
32:26) He had given consideration to the words of
God’s prophet; and therefore this elder now arguing
before the court said: ““Did Ilezekiah king of Judah
and all Judah put him at all to death? did hie not fear
the Lord, and besought the Lord, and the Lord re-
pented him of the evil whieh he had pronounced
against them? Thus might we proeure great cvil
against our souls.”—dJer. 26: 19,

# Ilere is another precedent which Jehovah’s wit-
nesses are counscled that sueh accused witnesses mizht
follow, to wit: To cite the court to the instance re-
corded in the Bible where men have shown wisdom
by giving heed to God’s warning, such as the elder
did on this oceasion. With propriety eounsel might cite
the Sceond Psalm, in which the Lord warns the ralers
to give heed now, since Chirist has been enthroned.
dchovah’s witnesses are not attempting to wrong any-
onc by oheying the command of the Almighty Gud
or giving God’s warning to the people; and this faet
shonld be plainly put before the court. If it wus wise
for Hezekiah to give heed to the personal warnine,
judees of this day would do well to take a lihe course
and leave it to Jchovah to determine who is vieht and
who is wrong in eonneetion with the proelamation of
the message recorded in the Bible. How unwise and
foolish it is for men sitting upon the judicial beneh,
or clsewhere, to attempt to overvide and push aside
the Word of Almiehty God! All persons who ¢laim
to serve God should keep in mind that the Ahniclity
is supreme. The clergy have no right to insist on the
punishment of men beeause such men believe and
speak what the elergy do not wish to hear. o be sure,
the elergy will suffer the greater condemnation, be-
cause they ought to know better, but the judges and
the politicians should see to it that their decisions are
not influenced by a desire to plcase the elergvmen,
No doubt Jchovah is permitting the present conditions
o exist in order that the truth may be broucht to the
attention of the courts as well as the people. Thcre-
fore Jdehovah’s witnesses should always bring betore
the court the fact that the work that they are earrving
on by going from house to house to preach the zospel
is the sounding of a warning and is being done in ohe-
dience to God’s commandment, and that cveryone
must decide for himself whether he will obey man or
will obey Almighty God. To attempt to silence the
witnesses of Jehovah will not alleviate in the slightest
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the suffering that is eoming upon humanity, but, on
the contrary, puts those who do hinder in a position
where they arc certain to suffer destruection unless
they repent.

3¢ There were other and opposing arguments which
appear to have been made at Jeremiah’s trial. An elder
supporting the position of the clergy cited the casc of
Urijah the prophet, who delivered a message like to
that delivered by Jeremiah. The two prophets were no
doubt acquainted. There was a difference in their
course of conduct, however. Urijah proved to be fear-
{ul, and was not protected by the Lord ; but Jeremiah
stood firm, and was protected by the Lord. The man
now speaking against Jeremiah and supporting the
clergymen said: ‘“And there was also a man that
prophesied in the name of the Lord, Urijah the son
of Shemaiah of Kirjath-jearim, who prophesied against
this city, and against this land, according to all the
words of Jeremiah: and when Jchoiakim the king,
with all his mighty men, and all the princes, heard
his words, the king sought to put him to death; but
when Urijah heard it, he was afraid, and f{led, and
vent into Egypl, And Jehoiakim the king sent men
into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the son of Achhor, and
certain men with him into Egypt: and they fetehed
forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought hinm unto
Jehoiakim the king, who slew him with the sword, and
cast his dead body into the graves of the common
people.”’—Jer. 26: 20-23.

81 The Seriptural rccord shows that Jelhiovah had
two witnesses at one and the same time in the land and
that their testimony agreed. Tt was at the time Jehoia-
kim was beginning his reign, and it appears that he
wished {o make a record that would make him popular
with the religionists and show his zeal for the nation.
Even though Urijah displeased the Lord by flecing to
Egypt, that was no justification for Jehoiakim to bring
him back and kill him, Urijah was outside the jurisdie-
tion of the ruler of Jerusalem, but Jehoiakim the king
found it very casy to extradite Urijah and bring him
back, with the full consent of the ruler of Egypt, whe
was also the agent of the Devil. The clergy were then
howling for the lifchlood of Jehoval’s two prophets,
and Urijah concluded it was best for him to run away,
and his fear brought him into the snare completely.
Jeremial delivered the message from the Lord, similar
to that delivered by Urijah, and instead of showing
fear he stood his ground and said to his aceusers: ‘I
have delivered the message God sent me to deliver;
now do what scems good to you.” Jeremiah showed
faith in God, and therefore no fear of man. Taking
refuge in another part of Satan’s organization
furnished no proteetion whatsoever to Urijah, And it
also showed a lack of faith in God. It appecars that
Jehovah removed his protection from Urijah because
of his fear of man. *“The fear of man bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe,”’
—Prov. 29: 25,
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82 Urijah would as well have stood his ground and
died there. He would then have died for his faithful-
ness, if he died at all. Fleeing into Egypt resulted
in no good to him. It might well here be considered
that Urijah pictured also the Elijah work, which
ended in the death of that work in 1918, while Jere-
miah pietured the Elisha work, and those engaged in
it, and who show their love for God by fearlessly and
with boldness giving testimony to the name of the
Most High. As for the king, Jchoiakim, who showed
contempt for Jehovah and those representing him,
it is written: ““Therefore thus saith the Lord concern-
ing Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, They
shall not lament for him, saying, Ah my brother! or,
Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah
lord! or, Ah his glory! He shall he buried with the
burial of an ass, drawn and east forth bevond the
gates of Jerusalem.’’ (Jer. 22:18,19) Likewise it will
do no good to the high men of the Roman Catholic
Hicrarchy and their tools to defy Jehovah God now;
and those who do will have a fate similar to that of
Jehoiakim,

33 Tf Jeremiazh would be exceuted, as Urijah, was
exceuted, that would please the priests, prophets and
other elergymen, as well as the spineless politicians.
But the record reads: ‘“Nevertheless, the hand of
Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that
they should not give him into the hand of the people
to put him to death.” (Jer. 26:24) That man Ahikam
was not such a rabid religionist as others who attended
Jeremiah’s trial. Ile stood for freedom of speech.
The people who stood by and heard the trial were not
in favor of killing Jeremiah, and Ahikam stood with
them. The gist of the argument in favor of Jeremiah
was that he was speaking what he elaimed to be the
message from Almighty God and which he doubtless
belicved was from (lod, and therefore he should not
be put to death, even though his speeech did ‘‘shoek
the veligious susceptibilities’” of the clergy. Without
a doubt the priests or clergymen would have then or-
ganized a mob, if they could inducc the people to
stand with them and do the killing, and they would
have taken the law into their own hands and killed
Jeremiah without further delay; but Ahikam was
not to shun the responsibility by acting as Pontius
Pilate did toward Jesus.

3 In this day there arc some reasonable men amongst
the politicians and judicial officers who are unwilling
to yicld to the bloodthirsty demands of the clergy to
rid the land of Jehovah’s witnesses. Regardless of
what men may do, there is but one guide for the true
followers of Christ Jesus. These are sent forth hy the
Almighty God, and protection and salvation is in the
hand of Jchovah and can be given by none other, It
is the duty of Jehovah’s witnesses to obey God and
let men do what they will, having in mind the words of
Christ Jesus: ““Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee the crown of life.”—Rev. 2:10, A.Il. V.
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TO HEATHENDOM

5 Consideration of Jeremiah the twenty-seventh
chapter is next here undertaken, and that chapter
should be ecarcfully read. In the preceding chapters
Jehovah addressed his message to organized religion-
ists, which message applics to those operating under
the name of ¢‘Christian religion’’, the practitioners of
which elaim to believe on and worship God and Christ.
It appears that Armageddon, which is Jchovah’s
“‘strange act’’, begins with ¢‘Christendom’’ or “‘or-
ganized religion’ falsely called ‘‘Christianity’’, and
that Armageddon will continue to the grand finale.
In other words, the beginning of Armageddon will
witness the destruetion of the professional religionists,
to be followed by the destruction of the heathen, In
the same way the events recorded in the twenty-sixth
chapter appear to be quickly followed by those re-
corded in the twenty-seventh. It appears from ex-
trancous evidence that the time of the delivery of
God’s message as set forith in chapter twenty-seven
was in the ycar 614 B.C. Says the propheey: ““In the
beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah
king of Judah, came this word unto Jeremiah from
the Lord.”” (Jer. 27:1) The name ‘‘Jdehoiakim’’, as
appearing in this verse of the Scriptures, is evidently
an crror of the seribe. According to IRotherltam, mar-
ginal rendering, the name is properly Zedekiah, in-
stead of Jchoiakim. (Sce also verses 3,12 and 20 of
the same chapter, showing that the messace was pro-
claimed in the fourth ycar of Zedekiah, king of Ju-
dah.) Zcdekiah alse was a son of Josiah, and a brother
of Jehoiakim. lle was the uncle of Jcehoiachin, son
of Jehoiakim. (2 Ki, 24:17, 18; Jer. 37:1) The time
therefore is the same as that in Jeremmiah 25:1,

3¢ Jehovah dietated to his prophet the message set
forth in the order in which this series of cvents must
occur: First, the message to *‘organized religion’’ or
soealled *‘organized Christianity’’, or ¢‘Christen-
dom’’; and, sccond, to heathendom. ‘“Thus saith the
Lord to nie, Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them
upon thy neek.” (Jer. 27:2) At this point Jeremiah
was eommanded to aet at or go through a performanee
illustrating what God would bring to pass upon these
forees who hate angthing and cverything with which
the name of God is assoeiated, that is, those who are
moved with malice against everything that represents
Jehovah God or everything that claims to represent
him, and therefore a godless class, That class of erea-
tures will maliciously exult over the destruetion of
religious organizations that claim to represent God,
and will also exult over any punishment inflieted
against truc Christians, who in truth and in faet rep-
resent (God. There are certain organizations of men
on the carth today who despise anything and every-
thing and all persons that name Jchovah God and
Christ Jesus, The Roman Catholie Hicrarchy desig-
nates the Communists as such malicious haters, and
then, out of mere eruel, malicious wickedness, the
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Hierarchy also places Jehovah’s witnesses in the elass
with the Communists. Of course, they are wrong in
this, because Jehovah'’s witnesses have no part with the
Communists or any other organization, The Commu-
nists have nothing in common with Jehovah’s witness-
es, but, on the eontrary, many Communists hate them,
As an jllustration: Russia destroyed ‘‘organized reli-
gion’’, meaning the religious church organizations of
that eountry, and Russia has never permitted Jeho-
vah’s witnesses to uninterruptedly work and preach
the gospel in that country. Millions of persons do not
understand or appreciate that Jehovah’s witnesses are
commissioned, as Jeremiah was eommissioned, to de-
liver God’s message, and that they have nothing in
common with any person or organization that is anti-
God and anti-kingdom under Christ. It is important
to keep in mind always that Satan is now making his
last stand and desperately trying to carry out his
wicked challenge made to Jehovah that he could cause
all men to curse IIim to his face. Satan’s purpose is
to rule the world or ruin it; and secing that Christ
Jesus has been enthroned by Jchovah (iod as King
of the world, and that therefore Satan’s rule from
heneeforth is limited, Siatan desperately attempts to
ruin the entire race, and in earrying out his purpose
he inaugurates schemes to put one class against an-
other and to destroy all. Jehovah’s witnesses have no
ficht with any individuals or any class of individuals.
Their fight is against a hypoeritical relicion that
cau<es the name of Jehoval CGod and his King to he
defamed, and which misleads the people, Their fight
is to expose the wickedness of Satan by holding up the
trath of Almighty God’s Word that the people may
see the way of cseape. Also the purpose of the mes-
suge is to give warning to the evildoers so that they
will be without exeuse. The warning goes to all to
the end that those who are of good will may flee to
God’s organization and find refuge. It appears from
the Seriptures that the order of Armageddon will be,
first, the destruction of wreligious systems, calied
“‘Christendom’’; and that then will follow the de-
struetion of every part of Satan’s organization; and
that before Armageddon begins God’s name and his
kingdom must be proclaimed as he has commanded.

3 The pantomime or dramatic performance whieh
Jehovah direeted Jeremiah to act was directed in the
type, and is directed in the antitype, not to the pro-
fessed religionists or practitioners of the ‘Cliristian
religion”’, but to the non-relizious elass. Jeremiah was
therefore ecommanded to make honds or yokes and
send them to heathen kings: ““And send them to tne
king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the
king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and
to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers
which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of
Judah.”’—Jer. 27: 3.

38 Doubtless those to whiom the message was directed,
such as Edom and other heathen, had heard of the
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prophecy of Jeremiah concerning the destruetion of
the city and temple at Jerusalem. The message was
a public one, and the priests of Jerusalem would sce
to it that it was spread about within the hearing of
all, that prejudice might be created against Jeremiah;
and the nations named in this prephcey no doubt had
representatives within the city of Jerusalem. As ma-
licious haters of everything that named the name of
Almighty God those men would rejoice in the faet
that Jerusalem was to he destroved, and would hope
that it was to come to pass as prophesicd. After the
siege of Jerusalem had begun God declared his pur-
pose to infliet punishment upon Edom and other na-
tions: ‘“Thus saith the Lord God, Because that Edom
hath dealt against the house of Judah by taking
vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged
himself upon them; therefore thus saith the ILord
God, T will also stretch out mine hand upon Edom,
and will cut off man and beast from it; and T will
make it desolate from Teman; and they of Dedan shall
fall by the sword.”’ (Ezck. 23:12,13) “In the day
that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that
the strangers carried away eaplive his forees, and
foreigners entered into his gates, and ecast lots upon
Jerusalem, even thou wast as ene of them. But thou
shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother
in the day that he became a stranger; neither should-
est thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in
the day of their destruetion; meither shouldest thou
have spoken proudly in the day of distress. Thou
shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people
in the day of their ealamity; yea, thou shouldest not
have looked on their affliction in the day of their
calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in
the day of their calamity ; neither shouldest thou have
stood in the erossway, to cut off those of his that did
eseape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those
of his that did remain in the day of disiress. For the
day of the Lord is near upon all the heathen; as thou
hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall
return upon thine own head.”” (Obad. 11-15) This
stateinent of the propheey is to the cffect that God
will earry out his purpose without interference or aid
from anyone, and that it is not the prerogative of any
creature to take a hand therein unless direeted or
commanded by the Lord so ta do.

8 The message of warning was delivered, not only
to Edom, but to other nations: ‘“Thus saith the Lord
God. Beeause that Moab and Seir do say, Behold, the
house of Judali is like unto all the heathen; there-
fore, behold, I will open the side of Moab from the
citics, from his cities which are on his fronticrs, the
glory of the country, Beth-jeshimoth, Baal-meon, and
Kiriathaim, unto the men of the east with the Am-
monites, and will give them in posscssion, that the
Ammonites may not be remembered among the na-
tions. And I will exceute judgments upon Moab; and
they shall know that I am the Lord.”’ (Ezek. 25: 8-11)
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The warning is also to the .\mmonites: ‘“‘Son of man,
set thy face against the .\mmonites, and prophesy
against them; and say unto the Ammonites, Hear the
word of the Lord God; Thus saith the Lord God;
Because thou saidst Aha, against my sanetuary, when
it was profaned ; and against the land of Isracl, when
it was desolate; and against the house of Judah, when
they went into captivity; behold, therefore, I will
deliver thee to the men of the east for a possession,
and they shall set their palaccs in thee, and make their
dwellings in thee: they shall eat thy fruit, and they
shall drink thy milk. And I will make Rabbah a stable
for camels, and the Ammonites a couehing place for
flocks; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. For
thus saith the Lord God, Beeause thou hast clapped
thine hands, and stamped with the feet, and rejoiced
in heart with all thy despite against the land of
Israel; behold, therefore, T will streteh out mine hand
upon thee, and will deliver thee for a spoil to the
heathen; and T will cut thee off from the people, and
I will cause thee to perish out of the countries; I will
destroy thee; and thou shalt know that I am the
Lord.” (Ezek. 25:2-7T) (Sce also Jeremiah 49:1-6.)
All the nations are ineluded in this warning. (lzek.
26:2,3,21; 28:21-26) Those prophecies were written
for and apply to the day of the vengeance of our God,
which comes to pass at Armageddon, that is, his
““strange aet’’.

4 The Lord Jesus is present, the day of judgment
has ecome, and judgment is upon the nations, hut
whieh judgment first begins on the religionists of the
nations; as it is written: *“ And if the righteous scaree-
ly be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner
appear?’’ (1 Pct. 4:18) Jeremiah’s message by pro-
phetic emblems was delivered to the official representa-
tives of the heathen, the haters and opposers of God.
Such heathen represcntatives were in diplomatic re-
Jationship with the Isvaclites. So likewise today as the
message of warning is being served upon ‘‘Christen-
dom’’, it also eomes to non-religious leaders in so-called
“Christendom”’, It goes to those nations who are
heathen but who are in contractual relationship or
diplomatic velationship with so-called ‘‘Christian
nations’’,

41 As an illustration: Japau is in an alliance with
the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy, and Japancse dupes
oppose dehovah’s witnesses beeause they are pro-
claiming the name of Jechovah God and his King. The
persceution and imprisonment of Jchovah's witnesses
by the Japancse government continues with inereased
fury and is without justification or cxcuse. It is done
beeause the Roman Catholic Iierarchy demands that
Jehovah’s witnesses shall be persecuted in every land.

42 The same yecar mentioned in this part of the
prophcey Jeremiah, at the command of Jehovah, sent
a writien message against the king of Babylon by the
hand of Seraiah, which message was to be rcad there:
“The word which Jeremiah the proplet commanded
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Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, when
he went with Zedckiah the king of Judah into Baby-
lon, in the fourth year of his reign. And this Seraiah
was a quiet prinec. So Jeremiah wrote in a book all
the evil that should come upon Bahylon, even all these
words that are written against Babylon. And Jere-
miah said to Seraiah, When thou eomest to Babylon,
and shalt see, and shalt read all these words; then
shalt thou say, O Lord, thou hast spoken against this
place, to cut it off, that none shall remain in it, neither
man nor beast, but that it shall be desolate for ever.””
—Jer, 51: 59-62.

4 T'his corroborates the other Seriptural statements
showing that God will use the godless erowd, that is,
the malicious haters, to destroy the hypoeritical re-
ligious system, and then he will destroy the godiess
and everything and c¢very person and part of Satan’s
organization, The end of Armageddon will mark the
eomplete wiping out of cverything pertaining to Sa-
tan and his wickedness.

44 Jehovah would sce to it that his message of warn-
ing should rcach the masters or rulers of the nations,
Those diplomatic representatives that came to Jerusa-
lem to hobnob with Zedcekiah the king would certainly
receive that message, which God had commanded
Jeremiah to put in the hands of his messengers for
delivery: ‘“And command them to say unto their
masters, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of
Isracl, Thus shall ye say unto your masters.”” (Jer.
27:4) Likewise the amlassadors of the nations that
have and maintain relationship with ¢ Christendom”’
and that therefore ‘come to ‘‘Christendom’ ’ shall
know of God’s purposc to destroy Satan’s organiza-
tion. Such notice has already been served upon many
of the forcign diplomats, and they are taking notice
in practically all the nations. Manifestly Jchovah
permits this to come to them that they shall be with-
out excuse. They shall know that Jehovah is supreme:
“I {Jchovah] have made the carth, the man and the
beast that are upon the ground, by my great power,
and by my outstrctehed arm, and have given it unto
whom it scemed meet unto me.”’ (Jer. 27:5) When
the Israclites were marehing to Canaan God would
not let them destroy Edom, Moab and Ammon, be-
cause it was not his due time. (Deut. 2:1-19) In view
of the conduet of the Israclites God permitted the
Phoenicians 10 remain in the land, including Tyre
and Zidon. Thus he forctold his permission for Satan
and his organization to continue without interruption
umtil the fixed time in God’s purpose. Prior to and
until 1914 God permitted Satan to control the nations
of the carth without interruption, and the God-haters
and the hypoeritical so-ealled ‘¢ Christian religionists’’
have operated together, and continue to operate to-
gether, to control the nations. What message will Je-
hovah now have delivered 1o the nations of the earth?
and upon whom does he lay the obligation to deliver
the same? Can the powers of carth prevent Jehovah’s
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message from being delivered within his appointed

time §
(To be contvnued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

7 1. What was the occasion, and the purpose, of the message
whieh Jeremiah was to deliver to the people of Jerusalem?
Of what was Jerusalem here a prophetic picture?

€ 2. That Jeremiah was to say ‘to the people of the cities of
Judah?, ¢ Thug saith the Lord,’’ is of what sigmificance?

9 3. What was the nature of the message delivered by Jeremiah
to the religionists of Jerusalem? Yow did they regard it?
Compare therewith the message delivered today hv God’s
witnesses, and the attitude of the religionists of ¢¢ Chri<ten-
dom’’, Justify the message of wurming as delivered then,
and that dehvered by Jelioval’s servants today.

9 4,5. Why has Jchovah provided in the prophetie record such
emphatic warning? What information as {0 the purpose
of the message is scen at Ezeluel 24: 21-24%

9 6. Hus Jehovah ‘made Jerusalem a curse to all nations’?
How has Jeremiah 26: 7 heen having fulfillment, and with
what response by those who have ‘heard these words’{

T 7. What was the effect upon the Jew religionists of the mes-
sage delivered by Jeremiah? Deseribe their procedure, and
apply the prophetie preture.

7 8,9. Iow should the religious leaders have reasoned and pro-
eeeded i regard to Jerenmah{ Instead of that, what did
they do? TTow does this find fulfillment todayt

¥ 10-12. Account for the Jewish clergy’s inciting the people to
‘gather against Jerermah in the house of the Lerd’. Tvint
out similar procedure Ly the clergy in Jesus’ day, and
today. Why are these truths so strongly emphasized at
the present timef

9 13. Apply the prophetie procedure reeorded at verse 10,

T 14-16. Compare the action of the religionists, and their chaige
agmnst Jeremiah, with the attitude and tacties of modern-
day religionists.

9 17,18. Point out the important instruction contained in
verse 12.

T 19. What was the purpase of the message recorded at verse 13
With what response should thit message have been reecived,
and why? What is the purpose of this part of the prophetie
dramaf

f 20. When Jehovah'’s witnesses are brought hefore courts to-
day, what should be their attitude and the nature and pur-
pose of their testimony?

9 21. Apply the rule scen in the record at verse 14 to those
whom Jeremiah at that time pictured.

7 22,23, Show the propricty of Jerenual’s words recorded at
verse 15, as also confirmed, later, by the apostles of Jesus
Christ.

T 24. Point out the timeliness of the truths now being brought
to the attention of God’s faithful witneeses,

f 25. Describe the situation in which the matter recorded at
verse 16 has its setting.

7 26-28. Relate the argument presented in hehalf of Jereminh
by ‘‘certain of the elders of the land’’. Account for this
further argument in defense of Jeremiah. Point out the
reason. for this part of the divine record. Doces it serve the

urpose for which the record has been provided, and why?

9 29. What helpful precedent is afforded here which Jelonvah’s
witnesses, when accused, niight well follow? Why do eom-
paratively few judges now see and heed the counsel therein
available for them?

9 30. By whom and for what purpose was the argument mado
as recorded at verses 20-23

9 31,32, Account for Jehoiakim’s action in regard to Urijah,
and explain whether he was justified in so doing. What
important difference 18 seen between the prophets Urijah
and Jeremiah$ What further is prophetically pictured by
these two prophets? What is seen in the record at Jeie-
miah 22: 18, 19, concerning Jehoiakim?

T 33, 34. What was the gist of the argument in favor of Jere-
miah? The record of this trial and the outcome thereof
bear what important instruction for Jchovah'’s witnesses
of today?

9 35. What in the prophetic record here considered scems shown
to ba the order in which Armageddon will be brought to
pass? When was the message delivered that is set forth
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in Jeremiah chapter twenty-seven? Establish the identity
of the king of Judah at the time of this prophecy.

¢ 36. In what order, aecerding to the message, must this series
of events occur? Deseribe the class concerning or against
whom this message was recorded. Account for the misrep-
resentation and persecution of Jehovah’s witnesses on earth
today. What is the fight in which these are engaged, and
the purpuse of the message committed to them and by them
declared?

€ 37-39, Why was Jeremiah commanded to make bonds or
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yokes and send them to heathen kings? What was foretold
thereby?

¥ 40,41. Account for the opposition to Jehovah’s witnesses,
and their persecution and imprisonment, in heathen lands,

9 42,43. What prophetic significance 18 seen in the record at
Jeremiah 51: 59-621

% 44, What is foreshown in the matter recorded at Jeremiah
27: 41 Cite examples showing that Jehovah ‘has given the
earth unto whom it seemeth meet unto him’. Why have the
cnemies of righteousness so long continued to operatef

WATCHMAN

whieh the hand of the Lord extended to him,

then the Lord gave command to him: ‘‘And
he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the
house of Isracl, and speak with my words unto them.
Tor thou art not sent to a people of a strange specch
and of an hard lanzuage, but to the house of Isracl.”’
(Ezek. 3:1-5) The prophet Xzckiel thus pictures
God’s “‘servant’’ class of today who are sent to de-
liver a message to *“Christendom’’, heeause this peo-
ple have professed to be acquainted with the Serip-
tures and the language thercof. So today the *‘serv-
ant’’ class earrics the message of truth to so-called
“‘organized Christianity’’, or ‘‘Christendom”’, not to
a people of an unkrown tongue; nor is it spoken in
the terms of a heathen religion; but they inform
“‘Christendom’’ in their own language as to what
God’s Word has to say. If the anointed ‘‘servant’
class does not now diligzently eugage in proclaiming
the truth of God’s purposes, those so doing would
quickly ecase to be of the Lord’s servants and lic would
raise up others, because his time is here when his
message must be delivered.

The purpose of delivering the message of truth is
not to convert the world, as many have foolishly
thought; and this is proved by the words the lLord
spoke to Fzckicl: “But the house of Isracl will not
hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me;
for all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-
hearted. Behold, I have made thy face strong against
their faces, and thy forchead strong against their fore-
heads. As an adamant, harder than flint, have I made
thy forchead; fcar them not, neither be dismayed at
their looks, though they be a rebellious house.”’ (¥zck.
3:7-9) Likewise the Lord tells the faithful *‘servant™
class that he has made their heads harder than those
of the rebellious ones and therefore they are not to
fear those who are rebellious; henee they must go and
speak the truth with plainness and the Lord himself
will take eare of the result.

Jchovah then tells Ezckiel, and therefore the ‘¢ faith-
ful servant” eclass, to reccive his words in the heart
and in the ears and then go and tell them to the people
whether they hear or not. (Ezek. 3:10,11) God's
people could not today be faithful unless they respond
gladly and eagerly in carrying the message of truth

WHEN Ezckiel had caten the roll of the book

to ““Christendom’’. This is being done vigorously and
zealously by those who love the Lord.

Ezekicl then states that the spirit took him up and
he heard behind him a voice of great rushing, saying:
“Blessed be the glory of the Lord from his place.”
(Tzck. 3:12) On the day of Pentecost, when the spirit
was poured out upon the followers of Christ Jesus,
there was the sound like the rushing of a mighty wind;
and in like manner the spirit came upon Iizckiel, fore-
shadowing that the spirit of the Lord would come upon
his people after the coming of Christ Jesus to the
temple of Jeliovah. Ezckiel deseribes it, saying: “*1
heard also the noise of the wings of the living crea-
tures that touched onc another, and the noise of the
wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rush-
ing. So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and
I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the
hand of the Lord was strong upon me.”’—Izck,
3:13,14.

This foreshadowed that the Lord puts his spirt
upon his people and reveals to them a sufficient amonnt
of the truth to enable them to discern God’s organi-
zation, and the wicked organization of Satan in oppo-
sition to the Lord, and the great privilege that they
have of being in Jehoval’s organization and goine into
action against the enemy and his ageneies. Wlhen they
sce the hideousness and wickedness of Satan’s organi-
zation these go in the heat of the spirit and with bit-
terness against the enemy, because the enemy is God's
enemy. Such is not a malicious hatred, of course, but
a sincerc and earnest desire to see the enemy and his
organization destroyed that God’s name might be
exalted.

LEzckiel was then at Tel-abib by the river Chebar
(““extent of time'’), which would indicate that the
fullness of God’s time had come for a new cra in his
field of serviee. ‘“Tel-abib’’ means “‘hill of grecn
growth’”’ or “‘hill of .\bib’’. The first month of the
Jewish year was Abib (the same as Nisan), that being
the springtime, when the carth was covered with green
growth. Xven so it was ‘the springtime of the king-
dom’, the ‘“hill of green growth’’ marking the time
of a new era. Many who had made a covenant to do
God’s will and had been brought forth as his sons had
turned away into Babylonish captivity. God’s covenant
people must now have a watechman, and this was fore-
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shadowed by what the Lord said to Ezekiel: *“And it
came to pass at the end of seven days, that the word of
the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, I have
made thee a watchman unto the housec of Isracl; there-
fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warn-
ing from me.”’—Ezek. 3: 16, 17.

The ‘““watchman’’ is not one man, but is the entire
company of anointed oncs en carth making up the
“faithful and wise servant’” eclass. Some have ad-
vanced the thought that the ‘‘watchman’’ is an in-
dividual; but this is entirely wrong and contrary to
the Seriptures. The anocinted class constitute the
“watchman’’, and each member thereof watches for
the other and watches out for the interests of the king-
dom, all of which interests are now committed into
the hands of the ‘‘servant’’ elass. Concerning this same
“watehman'’ Jsaiah wrote: ““Thy watehmen shall lift
up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing:
for they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall bring
again Zion,”’ The faithful watchmen must give warn-
ing to all who ¢laim to be the people of (God. Therefore
they say to cach other: ‘““Thy C(lod reigneth!”’—Isa.
52:17, 8.

The lord has laid great responsibility upon the
vatchmen, to wit, his ““faithful servant’’ class. lle
makes it oblizatory that sueh shall warn these who
start in the way of wickedness. The wicked are not
those who never knew the truth, but are those who,
having once been enlightened, to some degree at least,
concerning the truth of (lod's purposes, have then
turned away therefrom and render service to the
enemy. As Jehovah eommanded Ezckiel, so he com
mands now the one whom Ezekiel foreshadowed, his
watchmen, his ““servant’’ class, saying: ““When I say
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wick-
ed from his wicked way, to save his life; the same
wicked mnan shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will
I require at thine hand, Yet if thou warn the wicked,
and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his
wicked way, be shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast
delivered thy soul.’ (Izck. 3:18-20) The ‘‘watch-
man’’ elass eould not perform its proper duty unless
it sounded the warning to those who have onee been
eonnceted with the Wateh Tower Socicty ; and this
has been done, even though it has brought down upon
the Society many harsh eriticisms.

It is net the prerogative of The Watchtower, nor of
any forming a part of the ‘‘servant’’ class, to announce
its judgment; but it is the duty of such to call atten-
tion to God’s judgments as they are written, and this
must be done as a warning. Also, it is the duty of such
to call attention to God’s judgments as they are writ-
ten against the *“evil servant’’, and this must be done
as a warning. Also, it is the duty of the “‘servant’’
elass, by any other means the Lord has provided, to
give warning to all **Christendom’’ by calling atten-
tion to the judgments of the Lord as they are written,
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This was foreshadowed by the words of the Lord to
Bzekiel: “‘Nevertheless, if thou warn the righteous
man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin,
he shall surely live, hecause he is warned; also thou
hast delivered thy soul.”” (Ezck. 3:21) In harmony
with this ecommandment given to Ezckiel God’s jude-
ment is: ‘“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still;
and he which is filthy, let him he filthy still; and he
that is righteous, let him be rightcous still; and he
that is holy, let him be holy still.”’—Iiev. 22 11.

Those of the temple class who bear the message of
the Lord must be elean, and to this end must separate
themselves from all who are out of harmony with
God’s organization. (2 Cor. 6:15-17) In harmony with
this plain statement of the Seriptures the Lord com-
manded Ezekiel to separate himself and go into the
plain, that the Lord might talk with him there. ““ And
the hand of the Lord was there upon me; and he sail
unto me, Arise, go f..th into the plain, and I will
there talk with thee. Then I arose, and went forth into
the plain; and, behold, the glory of the Lord stood
there, as the glory which I saw by the river of Che-
bar; and I {fell on my face.”” (Lzck, 3:22,23) The
“faithful servant’’ eclass must be separate from
*Christendom”’, from the ‘‘evil servant’ class, and,
in faet, from all not in complete harmony with God's
organization, The ““faithful servant’’ must stand out
separate and alone as the target of the enciny and s
the witness for the Lord. These faithful ones gather
themselves together unto the Lord in a conudition of
scparateness, and the Lord’s zlovy appears unto them.
The facts show that sinee 1922 the Lord has ilhuon-
nated his “‘servant’’ class and laden their table with
an abundanee of spiritual food and has Hlluminated
their minds as it never came to pass before. The vision
of (od’s organization is there before them, because
the spirit of the Lord is upon them even as it was
upon Lzekicl.

“‘Then the spirit entered into me, and set me upon
my fect, and spake with me, and.said unto me, Go,
shut thyself within thine house.”” (Ezck, 3:24) The
‘“‘house’’ mentioned in this seripture is (od’s place
of sccurity provided by him for the ‘‘faithful serv-
ant’’ class. It is *‘the sceret place of the Most 1lizh™’
where the ‘‘servant’’ is pietured as being invulnerable
to the assaults of the enemy:.

The ‘‘faithful servant’’, being scparate from the
enemy and under the hand of the Lord Jehovaly, is in
the place of seeurity; but in this place of sceurity the
‘‘servant’’ is not to be idle. IIe beholds the enemy and
his aetivities and the enemy ’s desire {o slay the ‘‘scrv-
ant’’; yet he knows that he is secure, beeause the Lord
has so promised him, and in this security the “‘serv-
ant’’ goes forth with a zeal to the work which the
Lord has provided and put in his hands. (Ps. 91:1-11)
“‘For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his
pavilion; in the seeret of his tabernacle shall he hide
me ; he shall set me up upon a rock.”’—DPs. 27:5.



