¥ 7 2

, v
//// /o /";’;/ ﬂ%////é ’/,;’51:3 %'ql YA
e dlhST

/ / /
| / *f//l? :

o

i e

/'ﬂ/,// ;\\HH ]

2

7 71,
s

7, AR BN 2

( NN 5’1‘3//7 4’//////47Z// //g(%

“ “ v vy, ‘, ’(‘////’,

(9
D \\
Y \\\‘\Q\\\ . /"///\
. 7,

NN
&

=

vt
ol

=7 W
N
\
AN
a
5 Z
Y
M
f]ﬁ’i’ Q &} R

AL

D«i
5

O i

W,

/ < “;}'
! I 1"-‘”5
Wy Ll
I 952

shl el MF7
toas, W
9“*?1";‘1//
YLy

s

,
N
)
) ™
LS

J
W

L
= “_ ’—' “. A
VT . ‘_: ik
Ny
N
B

-~ /7

i .
/ ('-'%1 ///{%lly/ // //
il aﬁ,«/////

o

_ivem————
/,//'35 (Takcoman, Kbvat of te Night]” |1
l isatah 21-18, /

VoL. LVIII SEMIMONTULY No. 18

2 7

7 //%} // v //{, b
czfz///, L
ey
o / /%

SEPTEMBER 15, 1837

IR

AN A W S
N -

' -1?{-.‘ :',/,‘/,///// '/,4 ,‘/’3 : .
‘f,f?f'.ﬁ? Y7 /ﬂ///;;/,} : CONTENTS

CKING OF KINGS?? ...t crreners oo 274
PORTABLE PHONOGRAPH s oo cocemssersncs 274
NoticE OF ANNUAL MEETING . ..o e, 274
HeLr RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

A
WITHOUT DELAY s oo 54 %
2\
\)

b

M
B i) "—W / (s Yy g .
0 %@5‘,’7@{ //42,,/,%// A 1Mis ¢«Worr’? axp H1s «“Acr’’ (Part2) 275
e R v ’/(/%I/}W R IR € HiS Btrange ACt’’ e e oo 270
i AN P' el /4 1/4' 4/ Ty % 3 }; Why Armageddon .. o - 278
s i 1‘:_\’ / //“ w Jiliky u; Righteous Anger . .o e s, 278
e ey~ ’/// / ’{.’ B Warning to the People m. oo 281
"% L Questions for Stud 284
—_— k Y oot ¢ s oveememness

=== =  Yle ! ”A MONEY it o e e et smsnons 284
. /%, U RESURRECTION ¥ROM MELL . oo+ oo oo 286
ﬂ SERVICE APPOINTMENTS  seneres ssisrssses smssoom - 288

i

36

§

=3
e n

&N

-

e
R
\.

e |
S

\
=
==

)

// OVITE ETSH! t\\

R SR N




ghe WATCHTOWER

PUBLISHLD SEMIM@NTHLY BY

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
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OFFICELS
J. F. RUTHERFORD President . E. VAX AMBURGH Secrctary

“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Iiciah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only trus God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven amd earth and the Giver
of lifo to his creatures; that the Logos wus the beginning of
his ercation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesas Chnst i glory, clothed
with all poner in heaven und carth, and the Chief Ixecutive
Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, ereated perfect
man for the earth and pluced him wpon it; that man willfully
disocbeyed God’s law and was sentemced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life,

THAT JESUS was made luman, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heuven above cvery ercatuie and above every
name and clothed lhim with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovali’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify {o the supremacy of Jehovah, declaro
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom bcfore all who will lear.

THAT THE WORLD lus ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of authority,
has ousted Satan from licaven amd is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom om earth,

THAT THE RELIFF and blessinga of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ, which has now begun; that the lord’s next great
act is the destruction of Sutun’s erganization and the estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom nll thoso who will obey its righteous laws shall live
on carth forever,

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of cnabling

the people to know Jchovah God and his purposes a3

expressed in the Bible, It publishes Bible instructicn
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all people
of good will. It arranges systematic Bible study for its readcrs
and the Society supphes other literature to aid in such studies,
It publishes suitable material for radio biroadeasting and for
other meuns of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authonty for its utter-
ances, It is entirely free and separate from =all parties, sccts
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his beloved King. It 13 not dogmatic, but invites careful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of the
Scriptures, It does not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCLIPTION PRICE

UNITED STav7ES, $1.00; CANwpA AND MISCELLAVEOUS TFOREIGN,
$1.50; GREAT DXITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND  SOULIT  AFRICY, T,
American remettasees should be made by Postal o1 1Mpre-s AMonev
Order or by Liank Draft. Canadian, British, South Atrican and
Australasian routtances should be made dnect to the respectnve
branch othees. LRemittances from countries other than those men-
tioned may be made to the Dreoklyn oflice, but by Znlcinational
Postal Money Order only.

FOREIGN OFFICES

Britsh . ..,,.,.. 34 Craven Terrace, London, W.2, England

Canadian . . . . .. 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto §, Ontane, Cunada

Australasian . ., 7 Deresford Ioad, Strathfield, N. 8. W, Australia

Kouth African ., ., .. Boston lMouse, Cape Town, South Africa
Please address the Society in every case,

(Translations of this journal appear in scveral languages.)

Al sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscuption price
may have The Watchtower free upon written apphieation to the
publishiers, muade once each year, stating the reison for so 1e
questing it, We are glad to thus anid the needs, but the written
application once cach ycar is rcquired by the postal regulationy,

Notire to Subsrribers: Acknowledoment of a new or n renewnl sub-
seription will he sent only when 1cquested, Chanve of address,
when requesied, mnay be expected to appear on address Tabel within
one month., A rencwal blank (carrying notice ot expiration) will
be sent with the journal one mounth hefore the subseription explres.

Entercd as second-class smatter at the poet office at Broollym, N. Y.,
under the Act of March 8, 1879,

“KING OF KINGS”

Thoe next testimony period, October 2-10 inelusive, will bLe
world-wide, coextensive with the carthly realm of the King of
kings, ufter whose title the penivd is named. The publication
now of the bouk Rickes in muny lamgwuges makes 1t appropnate
for this beok to be coneentrated on then, the saune to be offered
together with a sclf-cosered booklet. Otlier details of the scrv-
ice are due te be published in the Imfermant, which please con-
sult. Let yoar preparations and arrmamgements begin at once,
as unto the King of kings. Your prempt report, from whatever
part of the earth you inhabit, will be mwuited at tlus office.

PORTABLE PHONOGRAPH

The Society now manufactures and hus to offer a light-weight
phonograph, which is 14 by 13 by 5 inches in size, and covered
with brown cloth and having rounded eorners, It weighs 9 pounds
13 vunces. With the three plionograph dises which eun be carried
in it, it weighs 12 pounds 6 ounces. The volume of souund is
strong, «and the tone 18 of the best guality. As shipped out from
our faetory, the phonograph is tuwed properly, at 78 r.pan.,
and should be ehecked from tume to time, This model, including
tliree dises, is offered on a contribution of $10.00; without the
thiee dises, §8.00. Remittances shoul] accompany orders, Also
specify the particular dises wanted.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Pursuant to the provision of law and the chaiter of the
Watch Tower Eible and Tiact Society, notice 13 herehy given
that the annual business meeting of the said Society will he
Leld at Pittsburgh, North Sule (formerly Allegheny), Penn-
sylvania, at ten o’clock a.m., Monday, November 1, 1937, ut
which the wsual annual business will be transacted.

HELP RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIITION WITHOUT DELAY

Fyr the convenience of the subseriber, a renewal blank is
sent with The Iatchlower one month before espiration (on
foreign subscriptions, two wmonths). Renew your subseiiption
promptly and fill in the renewal blank which is mailed to you
with your Wetchtower., Sign your name uniformly; give street
and nunber, city and state; dute your renewal blauk, and please
use the blanks sent to you enclosed in The Watehtower, These
subscription blanks tell us wihich numbers will be neceasary
with your renewal order, Always read carefully the reverse sile
of the renewal blank. When you ehange your address always
give the old as well as the new addiess, two weeks before you
move,
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HIS “WORK” AND HIS “ACT”
“As I have done te Shiloh.””—Jer. 7: 14.
PART 2

for ever. Regardless of how much good and right-

eous work any people may do, if they afterwards
turn to wickedness their previous righteous work will
avail them nothing. The Israclites were God’s typical
people, organized in righteousness, and for a time
doing a righticous work. That nation was destroyed.
(Lzek, 33:12,13) Let it be coneeded, for the sake of
the argument, that the Roman Catholic organization
and the Protestant organizations hezan with good and
righteous intentions and that they did some good work ;
yet it is now certain that these organizations are entire-
Iy religious and therefore devilish and are in no wise
true followers of Christ Jesus, and henee not Christians,
They have worked and have elaimed to have done so
much in the name of the Lord, and many pcople in
those organizations have been sineere, They have had
a zeal for their work, but that zeal has been exercised
entirely in the wrong way. They are the ones to whom
the words of Jesus apply: ““Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Liord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Fathier whieh
is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
thy name have cast out devils? anud in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will T profess unto
them, 1 never knew you: depart from e, ye that
work iniguity.’’—DMatt. 7:21-23.

? Let the honest and sincere people now take warn-
ing that God will destroy ‘‘Christendom”’, regardless
of the boast of the Roman Catholie Hicrarchy to the
contrary. The big elergy will not believe what is here
said. They do not belicve the Bible, but rely upon the
traditions of men and upon their own rightcousness.
Jesus told the clergy of the Jews that God would de-
stroy the temple beeause that people had broken their
covenant. (Matt, 24:1,2) But the Jews did not be
lieve it. (John 2:20) Even the disciples of Jesus
greatly admired the temple building built by Hered
and where the Jews then resorted to practice their
religious worship. Standing ncar that house, and di
recting their attention to it, Jesus said to his disciples:
¢‘There shall not be left here one stone upon another,

J’EIIOVAII will not permit wickedness to continue

that shall not be thrown down.”” (Matt. 24:2) The
pecople of Palestine, and particularly those of Jeru-
salem, turned their eyes to the temple and trusted in
it as a safcguard against harm, They could not believe
that it would ever fall,

? Today millions of people within the borders of
*“Christendom” look to the religious organizations,
and particularly to the Roman Catholie 1licrarchy
and their buildings, as a place of safety. The politi-
cians, the commercial great men, and the common
people of the eredulous kind, trust in the religious
organization. The Roman Catholie licrarchy now
sings the song of the harlot (Isa. 23:16) by which she
has enticed the political and c¢ominercial clements to
oceupy her seeret chambers and fall under her scdue-
tive mflucnce. They trust in the power of this organi-
zation to save them, They will all fail and go down
in Armageddon, Jehoval establishes his faithful peo-
ple and gives them the truth and has commissioned
them to do his serviee, ‘‘Organized religion,”” falsely
called ‘“Christianity’’, steps forward and boldly
claims to occupy the position of representatives of God
on carth, and the clergy claim that such places they
inherited from the “‘fathers’’ or clders of the church.
The Roman Catholie ITierarchy claims to have received
its authority dircet from the Lord, and that the head
thereof is the successor of the apostle Peter, and that
Peter was the first pope or ‘“holy father’’. That wicked
religious organization, among the many nations, ex-
ercises a dominating influence and control, and those
countries wherein she rules are *‘ Christendom’’; and
‘“Christendom’’ is eertain to go down.

* Jehovah commanded Jeremiah to say to his typical
people: ‘“Ifor among my people arc found wiched
men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares: they
set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of hirds,
so are their houses full of deecit; therefore they aie
beecome great, and waxen rich. They are waxen fat,
they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked:
they judge not the cause, the cause of the fatheiless,
yet they prosper: and the right of the needy do they
not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the
Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation

275
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as this? A wonderfnl and horrible thing is committed
in the land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the
priests bear rule by their means; and my people love
to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?’’
—Jer. 5:26-31.

3 Those words of the prophet apply specifically to
the religious lcaders of ‘‘Christendom’’ today, who
have committed the same abominable things. They
““‘lay wait’’ and ‘set snares’ for the people, and use
all manner of fraudulent schemes to cntrap them.
The clergymen of the Ilicrarchy have become great
and wax rich, They are ‘“fat”’, and ‘‘shine’’. They
give absolution 1o those who commit wicked decds.
They are verv presperous, and they oppress those
whe serve (God. Those rcligious prognosticators false-
ly represcnt to the people that the Roman Catholie
organization shall stand for cver and that the hope
of the people is in that organization; the priests of
the Hicrarehy bear rule or control over the people by
such false means, and the gullible ones who claim to
be God’s people ‘“love to have it so’”. It is only the
sineere and honest oncs of ‘‘Christendom’’ that will
now hear and give heed to the message of truth, which
Jehovah eommands shall be proclaimed by his witnesses
to them. (Isa. 62:10) The witnesses for Jehovah must
be diligent now to ohey his commandments and to
carry his message to all who have the hearing ear.
Their work of deelaring the vengeance of God upon
““Christendom’’ appears to the religionists as a very
strange work, but there is to follow shortly that which
will scem even more strange,

“HIS STRANGE ACT”

¢ By his prophet Jehovah has deelared that he will
rise up ‘“‘and briue to pass his act, his strange aet’’,
(Isa, 28:21) Furthermore he says: ‘I have purposed
it, I will also do it.”” (Isa. 46:11) And what will Je-
hovah do? lle answers: ‘“‘As T have done to Shilch.”
Likewise he will do unto ‘Christendom’’. God's cove-
nant people were at Shiloh. There they had the taber-
nacle aud the ark of tlie covenant, and it was the
appointed place of worship of Almighly God. But
that people had become unfaithful to God and had
turned from his commandments to religion, and there-
fore they had turned against God and to the Devil,
Ther Jehovah at Shiloh permitted the godless Philis-
tine crowd to sweep the recligionists of Isracl cut
and whip them {o a standstill. Because the Israclites
had become unfaithful God permitted even the ark
of the covenant 1o be eaptured by the encmy and ear-
ried away. There God rejeeted the priesthood of
Israel under Eli and permitted the death of the act-
ing priests, and then had everything pertaining to
his name and his worship removed from Shiloh. It is
certain that such was typiecal or prophetie, foretelling
the complete destruetion of ““Christendom’’, beeause
God says so and direets his prophets to so state. The
destruction of what is now known as ““Christendom”
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or ‘‘the Christian religious organization’’, and of its
religion practiced by men, will be the act of Alnighty
God, he having decreed that it shall be. That act will
be ‘‘his strange aet’’, that is, it will appear strange
to all except those who have the ‘mark in their fore-
heads’ and those who render themselves in full obe-
dience to God’s commandments.—Izck, 9:4.

T The destruction of the religious systems by Jeho-
vah will mark the beginning of Armageddon. What
agency that is visible will the Ford use to overthrow
hypoceritical relizion, wrongfully called ‘‘Clristian
religion’’? The Seriptures clearly show that God will
use a visible, godless clement to do the destruetive
work against the relizionists, a erowd that has been
hoodwinked by the rcligionists, and particularly by
the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy, That old ‘““whore’’ is
now riding on the back of the beastly, political rulers,
and in God’s due time that same clement will destryy
the Roman Catholie ITicrarchy and all associated re-
ligions. (Rev. 17: 16, 17) They will act as God’s execu-
tioners in this behalf hecause, says his Word, ““God
hath put [it] in their hearts to fulfil his will.”” That
““strange act’’ will witness the downfall completely
of so-called *‘Christian religion’’ or ¢‘Christendom,
its elergy, and all of its so-called ‘‘sacred’’ articles
of worship, such as buildings, images, altars, shrines,
holy water, vessels, hateheries for the elergy, nunner-
ies, and all like fraudulent and ungodly things that
defamne the name of Almighty God. By so doing Jeho-
vah God shows that he never recognized *‘religion’
of any kind, but that the same is of the Devil, and
that the clergy practicing religion are the instruments
of Satan used to defame the name of Almighty (iad,
whether the clergy have done so willingly or unwill-
ingly. Eventually all those willful defamers will be
destroyed, never to rise again. As Jchovah removed
everything from Shiloh that pertained to his worship,
so he will remove from ¢‘Christendom’ everything
that might betoken the divine presence and place of
worship, and will thercby disclose to all that the so-
called “‘Christian religion’’ is a fraud and a snare
cmployed by the Devil te carry out his boastful threat
to turn the people away from Jechovah God. 1lle will
show that none shall survive for long save those who
worship Jchovah in spirit and in truth by joyfully
obeying his commandments,

8 Jehovah’s witnesses have no part in the destructive
work that shall be done upon ‘‘Christendom’’ at
Armagcddon, The work of Jehovah’s witnesses is to
bear testimony to the people in obedience to Clod’s
commandment, even as Jeremiah carried God’s mes-
sage to the people. The weapons used by Jehoval's
witnesses are not carnal, but they are mighty to cause
the turning away of honest people from the relizious
organizations. (2 Cor, 10: 4) Jchovah uses any element
that it pleases him to carry out his will. But that does
not mean that Jehovah approves such wicked ercatures
in their wickedness., Ile used the king of Bahylon to
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do his serviee, (Jer. 25:9) Tt should always be kept
in mind that what God did with the Israclites and
those conneeted with them was a pieture of what he
will later bring to pass upon his pretended people,
God permits some of the Devil’s own crowd to in-
flict punishment upon those who have become unfaith.
ful to God, and who have turned against .Jehovah.
It is here well 1o take note of what God did to the
Philistines after they smote the Israelites and carried
off the ark of the eovenant. The Philistines did not
serve and worship God. Coucerning the ark of the
covengnt, which represented God and his presence, the
rulers of the Philistines eommanded that it be earried
away to the Philistine city. ‘‘Therefore they seut the
ark of [the covenant] to Ekron,”” and there followed
a ““deadly destruetion throughout all the eity’’, and
““the hand of God was very heavy there. And the men
that died not were smitten with the emerods: and
the cry of the ¢ity went up to heaven.”” (1 Sam.
5:10-12) The Philistines therefore had no reason to
boasi against Jehovah that they had prevailed against
the Most Iigh. Those events pictured what God will
do to the godless element of the earth that take part
in the destruetion of the religionists.—Rev, 17:17.

® Jehovah did east away from him the Israclites,
who were his typical people. Through Jeremiuh he
said to the people of Jerusalem: . And I will cast you
out of my sight, as I have cast out all your brethren,
even the whole sced of Ephraim.” {Jer, 7:15) Thus
he fulfilled his word against Israel, and thus he fore-
tells that at the beginning of Armaseddon ‘‘organized
Christian religion”’, so called, and everything con-
nected therewith, will be violently cast out, tozether
with all her elaims, professions, pretenses and posi-
tions occupied by ler eclergy. Jehovah will ecause all
such to be eompletely cast away from him, and the
Lord Jesus will do that work of execution.—Matt. 7:23,

3 The northern kingdom of the ten tribes of the
nation of Israel, headed by the tribe of Ephraim, was
overthrown and carried away from the promised land
to the heathen Jand of Assyria seme years before the
propheey was uttered by Jeremizh. In due time came
the warning from Jchovah to those remaining at
Jerusalem, and then Geod cast all of them away {rom
him, Likewise Jehovah declarves his purpose to cast
out and he will east out all ¢‘Christendom’’, and
particularly its head organization, the Roman Cath-
olic Hierarchy. It is the Hicrarchy that is filled with
pride and the men thercof are the *scornful men that
rule the people of ‘“Christendom”’ ’. Concerning that
hypocritical relizious organization, that unholy erowd
that have so many years played the harlot and de-
famed God’s holy name, it is wrilten: “Woe to the
erown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose
glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the
head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with
wine! Bchold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong
one, which, as a tempest of hail, and a destroying
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storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall
cast down to the earth with the hand. The erown of
pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden
under feet: and the glorious beauty which is on the
head of the fat valley shall be a fading flower, and
as the hasty fruit before the summer; which, when
he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his
hand he cateth it up.”’—Isa. 28:1-4.

11 Jehovah sends his witnesses to warn that crocked
crowd that call themselves God’s representatives on
earth; yet the rulers thercof, in particular, scorn
everything, and everybody, that does not conform to
their own ideas. To that seornful and wicked organi-
zation Jehovah now says: ‘“ Wherefore hear the word
of the Lord, ye secornful men, that rule this people
which is in Jerusalem: Because ye have said, We have
made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at
agreement; when the overflowing seourge shall pass
through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made
lies our refuge, and under falschood have we hid our-
sclves. Therefore thus saith the Lord God, DBehold, I
lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a
preecious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that
believeth shall not make haste. Judgment also will I
lay to the line, and righteousncess to the plummet ; and
the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the
waters shall overflow the hiding place, And your cove-
nant with death shall be disannulled, and your agree-
ment with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing
seourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden
down by it.”’ (Isa. 28:14-18) Jehovah’s judgment
against the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy is written and
will he exeeuted to the letter by Christ desus, the great
Exccutive Offiecr of the Most 1lich,

2 Those who are faithful to (God have nothing in
common with relicion or religionists, who indulge in
fraudulent praetices in the name of the Lord. Jere-
miah stood as the representative of Jehovah God, and
represents and pietures the faithful people of (od
now on earth; and God dirceted Jercmiah to say:
““Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift
up ery nor prayer for them, neither make intereession
to me: for I will not hear thee.”’ (Jer. 7:16) The
head of the Roinan Catholie Ifierarchy deelared 1933
as a ‘“‘holy year’’ and called upon all the people to
pray for prosperity during that yecar. Their united
prayers availed nothing, and then the pope extended
the so-called “‘holy year’” until April 1935. The re-
ligionists, Catholic and Protestant and Jewish, all
continued to pray as requested, but their prayers were
not heard hy Jehovah God. Doubtless the pope and
his cahorts heard Jehovalh’s witnesses proclaiming the
truth concerning the full of ‘“Christendom’’ at Arma-
geddon. Then the pope issued a command to all of
““Christendom’’ to join him in prayer that Armaged-
don might he averted; and that prayer is certain to
avail nothing to ‘“Christendom’’. Armageddon is cer-
tain, and nothing can prevent it, God has declared it,



2178

and God will do it. Jehovah’s witnesses properly re-
fuscd to join with the religionists in observing the
so-called “‘holy yecar’’, because they knew such to be
a hypoeritical fraud upon the people and a defamation
of God’s name. They refused to pray for prosperity
to come as the pope requested, because those who love
God pray according to his will. (Jolin 15:7) For like
reasons Jehovah’s witnesses refuse to salute flags of
¢“Christendom’’ and thereby to impute salvation to
that which the flag represents. They know that pro-
tection and salvation proceed from Jchovah God, and
not from any man-made institution. The doom of
“Christendom’’ and of all religious organizations is
certain and is duly eertified to by Jehovah, and there-
fore it is contrary to his will to pray that such doom
be averted. Those who truly love and serve Jehovah
God will pray for nothing that is coutrary to God's
will, but they pray as Jesus commanded them: *“Thy
will be done,”’
WHY ARMAGEDDON

12 Jehovah then points out the acts and conduet of
religious ‘“Christendom’’, showing thatl such are his
reason for bringing about Armageddon and perform-
ing his “‘strange aet’’: ““Seest thou not what they do
in the eitics of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem ¢
The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the
fire, and the women knead their dough, to make eakes
to the queen of heaven, and Lo pour out drink offerings
unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.’’
—Jer. 7:17, 18,

1 The ruling clements of ‘' Christendom’’ are today
commandecering every visible thing to be uscd to earry
out their unholy purpose. Tn every land they are
strenuonsly pushing the organization of the youth or
children and forming them into groups for military
purposes, or purposes in connection with arbitrary
rule. Young children in the schools are eompelled to
salute the national flag and thereby to deeclare that
their trust is in the visible ruling powers, that they
are recoghized as ‘‘the higher powers’’, and that their
protection and salvation come from these so-ealled
“‘higher powers’’. The purpose of this whole matter
proceeds from the Devil and is to turn the youth
against (iod, and thus to carry out the Devil’s wicked
challenge to Jehovah. The children and fathers are
required to work to the same end of being required to
participate in some Devil worship in violation of God’s
law. So-called ‘‘patriotic’’ organizations are formed,
into which young and old are pushed and compelled to
join, and these organizations are used to oppress those
who believe and serve Jchovah God in truth and in
spirit. Says the prophet: ‘“The women knead their
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven [ (margin)
frame, workmanship of heaven].”” Cakes of this kind
were, in ancient times, ecaten to the lionor of the god-
dess Astarte. Cakes for the worship of the queen of
heaven, as stated by Jeremiah in another place {Jer.
44:19), refer to the things prepared for Satan’s or-
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ganization, which is pictured by a woman. The Devil’s
‘‘queen’’ is his organization. Hence ‘‘cakes’’ thus
preparcd are an offering unto Satan’s representatives
that visibly rule the nations of the earth, made up of
religious, political and commercial elements (of any
and all religions) which today demand that they be
recognized as the ‘‘higher powers’’. (Rom. 13:1) For
this reason the ruling powers, led and urged on by
the ehief religionists, frame mischief by law, thus
legalizing compulsory flag-saluting by school children,
as well as by adults (Ps. 94:20); require of teachers
that they subseribe to eertain oaths; and require of the
people that they hail dictators as their deliverers and
saviors, Therefore men, women and children, school-
teachers, professors, school organizations and ehurch
organizations, and political and eommereial oreaniza-
tions, all have a part in giving honor to the Devil’s
organization by ‘worshiping the creature more than
the Creator’.—Rom, 1: 25,

1 They ‘‘pour out drink offerings [of wine] unto
other gods”’, that is, to the Devil and the wieked
spirits; and the wicked representatives on carth are
looked upon as mighty men, and this is for the purpase
of pleasing and giving good cheer to the visible ruling
clement, and not to Jchovan and to his Kinz. Thus
they defile the carth, That is all done at the instiza-
tion of the Devil and earried on by his visible religious
represcentatives, and, as the Lord says, ““that they
may provoke nie to anzer.”’ Thercfore in due time
Jdchovah, as he decelares, shall rise up and “‘shall be
wroth as in the valley of Gileon, that he may . ..
bring to pass his aet, his strange aet”’.—Isa. 28:21,

RIGIITEOUS ANGER

1% Jchovah is long-suffering (Ps, 86:15); but he
has fixed a limit, and the religionists, without doubt,
have reached that limit. To his typical people, fore-
shadowing the professed people of (fod now on the
earth, Jehovah said: ‘Do they provoke me to anger?
saith the Lord: do they not provoke themselves, to
the confusion of their own faces?’’ (Jer. 7:19) Those
words apply with greater foree and mcanine to the
religionists that improperly call themselves “*Chris-
tinn’’ and practice their religion to the defamation
of God’s holy name. It is bad enough to practice the
Devil religion, but to do so in the name of Jehovah
God and Christ Jesus, thereby deceiving many sincere
persons and defaming the name of God and Christ,
is provoking to the superlative deevee, The relicion-
ists, who improperly ecall themsclves ¢‘Christian®’,
have commereialized the names of Almighty God and
Christ Jesus, using the same blasphemously that men
may acquire material things to be applied to their
own personal use. All their doctrines are based upon
tradition; and such organizations, while differing
in many things, are all at unity in being against God
and his truth, and whieh religionists have thereby
produeed such confusion of and among themselves
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that soon they will hang their heads in shame. Those
who have supported these relizions will sce Jehovah's
‘‘strange act”. Then there will be for them nothing
about which te boast. There will be no brazen, oiiy-
going, scli-confident air of security on their part,
but, on the contrary, there will be complete eonfusion,
they not knowing which way to turn. (od's rightcous
indignation against those hiypoerites will be expressed
in the most emphatie manner: ‘‘Therefore thus saith
the Lord God, Behold, mine anger and my fury shall
be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon
beast, and upon the trees of the ficld, and upon the
fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not
be quenched.”’—Jer. 7: 20.

17 In & miniature way this part of the proplecy was
fulfilled upon Jerusalem, and soon it will be fulfilled
completely upon ‘Christendom’’, whieh claims to be
the people of God but is not. The fury of Jehovah ex-
pressed at Armageddon will be upon human ercatures,
both sexes, yoang and old, and upon their material
wealth. For seventy years Jerusalem was desolated of
man and heast. The number seventy, being a multiple
of seven and tem, that is, two numbers denoting com-
pleteness, invisible and visible, elearly mceans that the
relizionists, their organizations, and practices, and
al! things pertaining thereto, both invisible and visible,
will be compldtely destroved. God’s anger will be ex-
pressed by Christ Jesus, ““and it shall burn, and shall
not Le quenched’’ until his ¢‘strange act’’ is performed
and Jehovah's name fully vindicated.

18 Ohedienee is better than saerifice, as the Lord
deelares, (1 Sam. 15:22) That is an unchangeable
rule given by the Lord to these who elaim to serve hiin,
Speaking to tie Israclites by his prophet Jehovah tells
them that their saerifices without obedienee avail them
nothing, (Sce Jeremiah 7:21-27.) Ile says to them:
““Obey my voiee, and I will he your God, and ye shall
Le my people; . . . Yet they hearkened not unto me.”’
Jesus told the elergy of the Jews, who practiced re-
ligion, practically the same thing, when he said to
them: ‘‘Thus have ye made the commandment of God
of none effeet by your tradition. . . . teaching for
doetrines the commandments of men.’’ (Matt, 15: 1-9)
That cxactly deseribes what the rcligious leaders in
““Christendom” have done and are now doing, The
Roman Catholic Hierarchy and the under-clergy pre-
tend to offer saerifices unto the Lord, but they utterly
ignore the commandments of God, refusing to obey
him, and they teach for doetrines the commandments
of men. They hesitate not to do this, but brazenly use
their influence to censor the speech of honest men, re-
moving therefrom quotations from the Bible in order
that the people may be kept in ignorance.

1 The same message that was declared to typical
Israel Jeliovah eommands shall be declared unto
““Christendom’®, The Lord now sends his witnesses
to ‘‘Christendom’’ to speak his message and say: “‘But
thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obeycth
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not the voice of the Lord their God, nor rceciveth
correction : truth is perished, and is cut off from their
mouth.”’—Jer, 7:28,

20 The religionists have made lies their stronghold,
preferring a lic to the truth. To the same class Jesus
addressed his words of condemnation, saying: “‘Ye
serpents, ye generation of vipers! how can ye cscape
the damnation of hell?’’ (Matt. 23:33) The Scrip-
tures leave no room for douht as to what God will do
to the hypocritical religionists who defame his name.
The Roman Catholic Hierarchy, and all who hang on
1o or support that organization after having becn
warned, shall suffer the extreme wrath of Almighty
God.

21 As Jehovah's witnesses are now subjeeted to all
manner of ill-trecatment and persceution by the so-
called ‘“higher powers’’ of this world, and particulaily
by the religionists, the Roman Catholic Iherarchy,
let them take courage and rejoice in the fact that they
are privileged today to stand in a place similar to that
occupicd by Jeremiah and to declare a message shm-
ilar to what he declared. Let them take couragze, having
in mind that Jehovah God is backing them up and that
they are doing his will and as long as faithfully doing
tliis no evil shall bhefall them. Ilis faithful witncesses
are now in God’s sceret place, and for their help and
comfort it is written: ““Ie that dwelleth in the sceret
place of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, Ile is my
refuge, and my fortress: my God; in him wili I trust.
Surcly he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, and from the noisome pestilenee. e shall cover
thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou
trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.”’—
Ps. 01:1-4,

*2 Phe nation of Israel was in a covenant with God.
“‘Christendom’’ professes to he the children of God
and thercfore in an implied covenant with him to do
God’s will, Cutting off the hair and appcaring bald
symbolized that Isracl was rejeeted by the Lord. Theve-
fore Jchovah eommanded Jeremiah to say to the peo-
ple of Jerusalem: ‘“Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem,
and cast it away, and take up a lamentation on high
places; for the Lord hath rejected aud forsaken the
generation of his wrath,”’—Jer, 7: 29,

2 To the natural descendants of Abraham that was
a ‘‘strange’’ eommand. No doubt it made Jercmiah
appear very foolish in the eyes of the Israclites to
proclaim such a message. Now God commands his
faithful witnesses to give warning to “‘Christendom”’,
the religionists, that they may not be ignorant that
they are rejected by the Lord. For Jechovah’s witnesses
to now say that the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy is at
enmity with God and shall by him be destroyed sounds
like foolishness to the religionists. At this time the
Roman Catholie newspapers call attention to the testi-
mony of Jehovah’s witnesses concerning the approach
of Armageddon and the destruction of religionists end
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refer to the same as nonsense and an unbclievable
declaration. The work in whiech Jchovah’s witnesses
are engared under God’s commandment is thercfore
a ‘“‘strange work’’, and it is Jchovah’s ‘‘strange work’’
because it is being done by him. Tt is Jehovah that is
giving warning of the approaching destruction of
*Christendom’’. That *‘strange work’’ must be done
and will be done and, when completed, will be followed
immediately by ‘‘his aet, his strange act’’.

# Jehovah gave his promise that ‘‘the sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, ... until Shiloh come’’.
(Gen. 49:10) The interim would be a time of testing
as to who would maintain his integrity and be obe-
dient to the eovenant. Isracl had become religious, and
therefore in Jeremiah’s time they were unfaithful to
God; and hence God warned them through his proph-
et: “For the children of Judah have done cvil in my
sight, saith the Lord: they have set their abominations
in the house which is ealled by my name, to pollute
it.”” (Jer. 7:30) Ior a similar sin Jchovah killed
Nadab and Abihu. (Lev. 10:1.7) Phinchas, the grand-
son of Aaron, took strenuous action against the pollut-
ers of God’s people. (Num. 25:06-15) Why did the
priestly Levites, who policed the temple, permit
abominations t¢ be committed in the house of the
Lord? and why did God permit it? That was a test
upon the priestly elass, and God permitted it to de-
termine whether they would show a zcal for the Lord
or not, or whether they would be indifferent to God's
commandments and follow their own selfish impulses.
That particularly foreshadowed a like test that would
come, and that is come, upon *‘Christendom’’, who
claim 1o follow Christ but who arc in faet religionists
under the dominating eontrol of God’s enemy. The
religionists have completely failed to show any zeal
for God and his kingdom, but, on the contrary, have
clearly demonstrated that they are worthy of destrue-
tion. They oppose and perseeute everyone who declares
God’s kinzdom under Christ as the onlty hope of the
human race,

S Further the Lord calls attention to the abomi-
nable conduct of the covenant-breakers: ‘“ And they
have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the
valley of the son of Ifinnom [that is, Gehennal, to
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which
I commanded them not, neither came it into my heart.”?
—dJer. 7:31.

= Tlie eonduct of the Israchites, as deseribed in this
part of the proplicey, was a flagrant violation of God’s
commandment. Such Devil religious practices and
Jehovah’s temple could not be consistently associaled
together. The practitioners of ‘‘the Jews’ religion”
assumed that there is a God of goodness and an equally
powerful god of wickedness, and that they had to
recognize both that they might be assured of being
spared by ene and aided by the other. Thas they de-
nied the Word of God and denied him as the only true
and mighty God, upon whom they must rely. Likewise
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the religionists of ‘‘Christendom’’ today, who im-
properly ecall themselves ¢‘Christians’”’, have com-
mitted abominations in God’s sizht. They have made
God appear as a fiend, ‘punishing ereatures that are
alive and conscious in a plaee of cternal fire’; keeping
many others for a long term of yecars in so-called
‘‘purgatory’’ undergoing constant punishment and
torture. They have eommercialized the name of Jeho-
vah God by tcaching that he will Lear the prayers of
sinful men who, for a money consideration, utter such
so-called ““prayers’’ in behalf of those supposed to be
suffering in “purgatory’”. Such wicked thing was
never in the mind or heart of Jchovah God, and there-
fore such doctrine is a eruel defamation of his holy
name. The doctrines of ‘“eternal torture’ and ‘‘pur-
gatory’’ are devilish doetrines, originating with the
Devil and taught by men to the dishonor of Almighty
God.

# It appearg that llinnom was a name of some
Jebusite that resided at Jerusalem before the Jews
came there, and which name was probably that also
of someone of the Devil's anwgels, (Judg, 1:21) The
names of Tophet and Ilinnom eommemorated the
power and deeds of Satan and his angeis; all of which
ultimately perished, ““Thercefore, hehold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more be ealiel
Tophet, nor, The valley of the son of Ilinnom, but,
The valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet
till there be no place.”’ (Jer. 7:32) Jehovah’s jude-
ment shall be exceuted, and thereby he will annilubite
all defamers of his name. ““Tophet’’ shall he a grave-
yard for Satan’s erowd, memorializing the disastrous
end of all those who worship Satan or willingly prac-
tiee his relizion. As Jehovah “did to Shiloh’, so he will
do to ‘“‘Christendom”’, and he will not permit the
further existence of the plaee for the practice of hypo-
eritical relieion, Jehovah will show his strength over
Satan and all his places of worship.

28 That the Devil religion and the willful practi-
tioners thereof shall be completely wiped out is fur-
ther made eertain by the words uttered by the prophet:
‘“*And the carcases of this pcople shall he meat for
the fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of the earth;
and none shall fray them away.”” (Jer, 7:33) Tophet,
thereafter bearing the name ““The valley of slaugh-
ter”’, shall be filled so full that there will be no room
to bury more and none will survive that will give them
a burial, Jehovah’s exccutioner is in full hurmony
with Jchoval and his expressed Word, and will show
no respect to the religious hypocrites, even to the dead,
but will leave them as dung upon the ground to he
fed upon by carrion fowls., They shall be as the bheasts
of the field. This faet is further emphasized by tiie
prophet, to wit: *‘And the slain of the Lord shall Le
at that day from one end of the earth even unto the
other end of the carth: they shall not be lamented,
neither pathered, nor buried ; they shall be dung upon
the ground.”’—Jer. 25: 33.
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® The religionists celebrate various feasts in the
name of the Lord and which are contrary to God’s
Word and a dishonor to his holy name. Sclfishly and
for commereial purposes the feasts called ““ Christmas”’
and ‘“‘Ilaster’ arc celebrated by the religionists of
the land of ‘‘Christendom”™. The clergy use these oc-
casions 1o collcet money for themsclves and their or-
ganizalion, and the mereantile erowd take advantage
of that oceasion to scll a mass of worthless junk to
the people, and together they all get drunk on the
Devil’s ““wine’” and all defame the name of God and
of Christ. All such abominations will cease in due
time: ‘““Then will T cause to cease from the ecities of
Judal,, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voiee
of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride; for the land
shall be desolate.”” (Jer. 7:34) The voice of hilarity
being gencrally heard on occasions of weddings of the
religionists of ‘‘Christendom® will also cease. The
hilarious voice heard on chureh holidays will cease.
The only joy that will survive will be the ‘‘joy of the
Lord”’, the joy of.the bride and the Bridegroom, of
those who praise the name of Jehovah Cod. (John
3:29) The Lord Jesus states that up to the time of
the occasion of Jchovah’s expressed wrath, that is,
‘“his strange act,”” there will be marrying and giving
in marriage in ‘‘Christendom’’, with no heed being
given on the part of religionists to the Word of God.
(Matt, 24:38,39) The faets today fully eorrohorate
these prophetiec words. At Armageddon ““Christen-
dom’’ will beeome a waste and totally joyless. Jeho-
vah has no pleasure in ‘‘Christendom?’, because it is
on the side of Satan and turns the people away from
God and his gracious provision for them.

3 Jehovah used Jeremiah to do a prophetie work
and to dcliver a prophetic message foretelling what
he would bring to pass in the far distant futurc upon
the people who were pictured by the unfaithful Isracl-
ites. The Israclites, led by the priests or clergy of that
day, had forsaken the eommandments of God and
adopted the practice of religion based upon the teach-
ings of selfish men and originating with the Devil,
Those elergymen were followed by many others who
also had become religionists. Did the preaching of the
Lord’s message by Jeremiah appear to those religion-
ists as a ‘‘strange work’’? Did the future ecalamity
that came upon Jerusalem at the hand of Almighty
God, and which Jeremiah had prophesied, appear as a
‘“strange act’’? Both the work and the aet foretold
applied to the religionists and to those religionists
appeared as so fanciful and far-fetched, so strange, as
to be unworthy of scrious consideration. It is the same
with reference to ‘‘Christendom’, Note now what
followed, in support of this conclusion.

WARNING TO THE PEOPLE

81 At this point it appears to be entirely appropriate
to give attention to what appcars at the 26th chapter
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of Jeremiah’s prophecy, which propheey should be
earcfully read and considered. Some historical facts
are here appropriate to be recounted. The time is fixed
by the date of the reign of the king, ‘‘In the beginning
of the reizn of Jchoiakim, the son of Josiah king of
Judah, ecame this word from the Lord, saying.”” (Jer.
23:1) Referring now to the historical record, note
this: ““And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son
of Josiah king in the room [place or stead} of Josiah
his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and
teok Jehoahaz [the wiecked brother whom Pharaoh put
down and replaced with Jehoiakim] away: and he
[dehoahaz] came to Egypt and died there. And Je-
hoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; bnt
he taxed the land to give the money according to the
commandment of Pharaoh: he ¢xacted the silver and
the gold of the people of the land, of every one ae-
cording to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh.
Jehoiskim was twenty and five years old when he
began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jeru-
salem: and his mother’s name was Zcbudah, the
daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that
his fathers had done.”'—2 Ki. 23: 34-37.

32Tt was at that time that Jehovah gave to Jere-
miah a speeific message to dehver to the religionists
of Jerusalem, That was before Nebuchadnezzar went
up against Jehoiakim (which was in his cighth year)
and made him tributary. After three ycars of being
tributary Jchoiakim rebelled. (2 Ki. 24:1) Dut Je-
hoiakim beeame Lking of Isracl when Jeremiah had
been preaching cighteen years, which was during the
last years of the reign of Josiah the king who served
Jchovah, In order that the grave danger with which
Jeremiah found himself confronted may be seen and
appreciated, note some of the historieal faets recorded
in the 26th chapter: ‘“And Jchoiakim the king sent
men into Bgypt [to which Jehoiakim was then tribu-
tary or subordinate], namely, Iilnathan the son of
Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt: and
they fetehed forth Urijah [the prophet] oul of Ligypt,
and brought Lhim unto Jchoiakim the king, who slew
him with the sword, and cast his dead body into the
graves of the common people.”’—Jer, 26: 22, 23.

33 It appears this historieal fact was brought to the
attention of others and publiely announeed, and theve-
fore must have come to the attention of Jeremiah. [le
would know that to deliver the message now received
by him from the Lord would put his life in jeopardy.
But did that deter Jeremiah from obeying the Lord?

3¢ All of the Israclites were admitted to the outer
court of the temple; and it was there Jeremiah was
dirceted to stand and speak: ‘“Thus saith the Lord,
Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak unto
all [the pcople who there appeared, from] the cities of
Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house,
all the words that I command thee to speak unto them;
diminish not a word.”’—Jer. 26: 2,
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1 Before taking his stand in that place and deliv-
cring the message of the Lord, did Jeremiah first
apply to the king or his officers for a permit to go and
thus testify ? He did not, because the Lord had not
so instrueted him and he was there to obey the Lord,
God sent his prophet to do what he was told to do, For
a like “‘offense’ of delivering a message the king had
caused Urijah to be killed, because that prophet in
speaking had ‘‘shocked the religious suseeptibilities’’
of the big relizious leaders among the Jews. A definite
preeedent for Jehovah’s witnesses is here fixed by the
positive eourse taken by Jeremiah, In the days of the
apostles they followedd the same precedent when they
said to the ofliccrs of the law: ‘““We ought to obey God
rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) Jchovah did not di-
reet Jeremiah to go inside the temple and haransue
the people there, but lle told lim to stand in the
court where all the people would come and pass,
going in and coming out. This shows that Jchovah’s
witnesses are not to go into the house of the religionists
and there to argue with them, but they are to go out
among the people that attend such religious meetings
and that sapport organized religion, and inform them
of Fehovah's purpme, warning them of his impending
“stranze aet”’, Twlay the relizionists haransue the
people by using the radio, and it is presumed that
some of the relizious practitioners hear the radio in
their home, Tt is rizht and proper that Jeliovah’s wit-
nesses wse the radio to transmit the messaze of God
to the people, althongh the Hicrarchy vigorously op-
poses them in tiie wee thercof. It is in harmony with
the Lord’s eommandment that Jchovah’s witnesses
call at the homes of those who support the velicious
organizations as well as those who atiend, and there
present the message of Jchovah, Jesus and his apostles
followed this course (Acts 20:20), and that of itself
fixes the proper rute by which the servants of God
are to be guided at the present time,

3 Jehovah commanded Jeremiah to “‘speak unto
all’* the people of the various towns or cities that came
to worship at the temple. Originally that was the
Lord’s house, but in Jercmiah’s tiine had been made
a house of merchandise, and thercfore it was, at the
time Jeremiab testified, the house of the Lord in name
only, but not in trath and in fact, The Judeaus looked
upon that house or temple as the bulwark or guarantee
to them against all national ealamitics. In this day
the politietans and the merchants and militarists look
upon ‘‘the chureh”, and particularly the Vatican, as
a goarantee of safety to them and as a warrant to
carry on their cruel work. All the nations of ‘‘Chris-
tendom’ have their chaplains, who are the religion-
ists hired to serve with the armies and navies, The
ruling powers and their supporters look to their re-
lizious organizations and religious practitioncrs for
some benefit and as a safczuard against evil. The
chureh organizations, that is, the religious practition-
ers, all elaim to be patriotie and to faithfully support
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the respective nations. They participate in the polities
of the nations and meddle in the political aftairs, and
they wuse religion and their ‘‘chureh’ houscs as a
certain kind of hoodoo-chaser, but none of them truly
wish for the kingdom of Christ. On the conirary, they
fight against the kingdom or anything that pertains
to the rule of the world by Christ Jesus. They go
through forms of worship in a house which they call
““the house of God’’, that men may sce their apparent
devoutness, and thercby others are attracted to such
places of assembly, hoping they also may get some
of the benefit.

8 God’s instruction to Jeremiah was mandatory,
and the prophet had no alternative. Says the Lord:
“Speak . . . all the words that T command thee to
speak unto them.”” Jeremiah would have been disobe-
dient to God had he gone to the king or to the eourt
ofiicers or the priests in charge of the temple, or to
anyone clse, and asked for a permit or license to
preach or deliver the message which the Almighty
God had commanded him to deliver, ¥or the same
reason Jehovah's witnesses today wonld be disobedient
to God and to his great prophet, Christ Jesus, by
applying for a permit or license to preach the gospel
of the kingdom by going from house to house and de-
livering the message. The Lord has given his positive
commandment that his witnesses shall thus preach
and shall obey him, and a failure 1o obey his command-
ments means their eomplete destruetion.—Aets 3: 23,

38 Jfurthermore (God said to Jeremial: ““Speak,”’
and “‘diminish not a word”’; that is, do not dehver a
censored message. Aecording 1o Leeser the text reads:
““Omit not a word (thercof).”” Jeremiah was prohib-
ited from leaving out a word or permitting anyone
10 censor his message, Ile was not to submit a copy of
his speceh to the temple board or to others to pass
upon and ecensor it and cut out eerfain parts, which
parts micht have a tendeney to ‘“shock the relizions
suseeptibilities”’ of the elergy or which micht appear
“‘perverse and liable to cause riot’’. IFor the same
reason Jchovah’s witnesses, by the Lord’s coinmand-
ments, are prohibited from submitlting the messace or
speeeh to be delivered to radio ecnsors, to cominissions,
to clergy or to anyone clse that attempts to eensor
that messaze and to eliminate some parts of it that
micht be objectionable to religionists. Not even Jere-
miah himsclf was to censor that message for any reason
whatsocver. The Tord God has commanded Jchovah'’s
witnesses to speak and has put in his Word what they
shall speak, and for them to ask for permmission or to
submit to censorship would be a direet violation of
God’s commandment. Fear of bodily injury, or the
desire for the admiration of men or a ‘good necighbor-
Iy’ feeling, or ‘national patriotism’, so called, or any-
thing else, must not be permitted to hinder the full
obedience to God's commandment. Nothing would he
an excuse or justification for putting on the soft pedal
or omitling certain paris of the message of truth.
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Jehovah’s witnesses must understand that they have
no right, power or authorily te change or substitute
anything of God’s message. IWhether the messagz
offends or pleases men is not for them to consider. The
message of truth is not the messaze of any man, but
is God’'s message, and it is emlirely absurd to cven
think of refraining from doimg what the Almighty
God. has eommanded in order to plcase men or insti-
tutions, or to ask selfish, imperfeet men for a permit
or a license to do what the Almizhty God has com-
manded shall be done. Jehovah’s witnesses are not
to act in a belligerent way, They should do nothing to
unneeessarily provoke opposition, but they should with
calmness, with sobricty, without fear, and with bold-
ness, declare the message of trath, regardless of what
any crcature may say or do about it. The apostle Paul
was a striking example of one who followed this rule.
Everywhere Paul went the religionists opposed him
and inflicted upon him bodily harm because of his
faithfulness, Recounting the many persecutions which
he had suffered PPaul said: ‘T kept back nothing that
was profitable . . . , but have shewed you, and have
tanght you publicly, and from house to house, . . .
And now, beheld, I go bound in tlie spirit unto Jeru-
salem, not knowing the thines that shall befall me
there: . . . For I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God.”” (Acts 20:20-27) Christ
Jesus suftered for telling the truth, The prophets be-
fore him had thus suffered. The apostles, and espe-
cially Paul, suffered great indignities ; and why should
Jehovah’s wilnesses expeet to obey the Ford in this
day without being subjected to a like unrighteous
persceution? The duty of Jehovah’s witnesses is to
obey him. Ie will take care of the result.

9 It is to be expeeted that relizionists will eontinue
10 persecute the witnesses of the Lord. God will permit
that, even as he has permitted the Devil to carry on
his wicked work; but Jchovah clearly declares that
when his ‘‘strange work’ is doue, in whiech work
Jehovah’s witnesses now have a part, then he will
exceute his “‘strange act’’, and that will be the end
of rcligionists and all others that defame God’s name.
Jehovah's witnesses are therefore privileged to choose
to avoid suffering now and be destroyed by Jehovah,
or o be faithful {o God at this time, suffer persceution
at the hands of the enemy, anrd rcccive God’s ever-
lasting blessing. It is easy to be scen, therefore, ‘the
fear of man leadeth into a snare.’

4 Jchovah had purposed the destruetion of the city
of Jerusalem, but he would afford the way of eseape to
those individuals there who would repent, that is,
whe would change their course of aection. ‘‘If so be
they will hearken and turn every man from his evil
way, that I may repent me of the evil, which I purpose
to do unto them because of the evil of their doings.”
(Jer. 26:3) Jchovah knew, of course, that the nation
of Isracl would not repent ; but he gave notice to them
nf what be would do, and that afforded opportunity
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for all of good will to repent and find prescrvation,
The opportunity was open to every individual, from
the king down to the most insignificant bondservant,
and thus God put the responsibility for the destrue-
tion of the eity upon those who had such opportunity
to amend their ways and who refused to do so. In ful-
fillment of that prophetic picturc today Jehovah sends
his witnesses to serve a warning upon ¢ Christendom’’,
knowing full well that ‘‘Christendom’’ as a whole
will not change its course but that there are in *“Chris-
tendom’’ some persons of sincerity and of good will
toward God who will hear, change their course of
action, take their stand on the side of God, and will
escape the day of destruction which is just at hand.

*t The doom of Jerusalem and the temple was fixed
and was certain to come, (Jer. 1:1-3; Ezck. 4:6-8;
2 Ki. 22:14-20; 23:26, 27) For cizhteen years Jere-
miah had been preaching the truth to the people. By
sending his prophet to the eity and to the temple, there
to testify, Jchovah was showing the Israclites or Jews
who willfully, that is, intentionally and knowingly,
defied God and supported the Devil that their destrue-
tion was certain unless they repented. Jehovah made
those willful ones identify themselves as his enemics.
Likewise Jehovah today gives warning and continues
to warn ‘‘Christendom’’ that her doom is scaled, and
he is showing up the responsible ones and compelling
the hypocritical eclergy and other religionists of
““Christendom’’ to openly identify themselves as
““‘goats’’ worthy of destruetion, (Matt. 25:32, 41-46)
Particularly sinee 1922 Jehovah has sent forth his
witnesses under the leadership of Christ Jesus and
has given warning to ‘‘Christendom’’, not that God
expeets the religionists, who knowingly defy his Word,
to reform, but he affords them the opportunity that
they may have no excuse; and by willfully rejecting
his message of warning and by their willful opposition
to the proclamation of his kingdom message, they
have demonstrated eclearly that thicy are willingly
wicked and justly deserving destruction. Within the
religious organizations of ‘‘Christendon’’ there are
some meck enes who are of sincere heart and who de-
sire to be taught the right way, and these are given
the opportunity to hear the truth and to seck a place
of safety. As the message delivered by Jereiniali shows
the only way of safety, even so now Jehovah’s mes-
sage sent by him through his faithful witnesses shows
the only way to protection and safety.

42 Jchovah sends his witnesses to the pcople of
““Christendom”™’, not to convert the world, as the re-
ligionists claim they are commissioned to do. God’s
witnesses are sent that they may be a witness unto
his name and to his kingdom. Therefore Jehovah says:
*‘Ye are my witnesses”” (Isa. 43:10-12); ye are com-
missioned and anointed to declare the day of the
vengeance of God, that notice and warning may be
had by those of ‘‘Christendom’’ who have heard the
name of God and of his Son, Christ Jesus, the Savior
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of the world, that is, who have some knowledze of God
and his Word and claim to serve him. The witnesses
of Jehovah do not go about pleading with others to
come and join some organization, They do not plead
with and importune the people to do anything. With
calm dignity and with fearlessness they declare unte
the people the message of Jehovah God and point out,
to those who desire to have life, that God has pro-
vided the way of safety and life through Christ Jesus
and his kingdom. Jehovah’s witnesses make clear to
the people that the message is not that of any man,
but is God’s message, given as a witness to the nations
and to the pceople, and that when this message is de-
livered, as commanded, the witnesses have discharged
their respensibility and thereafter the responsibility
rests upon those who have heard. What Jchovah di-
rected Jeremiah to say, with stronger foree applics
to those witnesses whom Jeremiah pictured. Why
must Jchovah’s witnesses declare to the people what
shall soon come to pass?
(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

¥ 1. With seriptures, ¢xplain whether past or present work
gincercly done in the name of the Lord will have Jchovah’s
approval and Llessing.

1 2,3. How did the Jews end their clergy regard the temple
and their 1cligious worship practiced therein? What was
their attitude toward Jesus’ warhing concerning the coming
destruction of the temple? Why was that temple destioyed$
Compare therewith the situntion in ¢“Christendom’’,

9 4,5. Show that Jeremiah 5: 26-31 was prophetic of ¢¢Chris-
tendom’’.

9 6. What did Jchovah do to Shiloh, and why? Of what was
that typical or prophletic? .

1 7. What will mark the begining of Armageddont? How will
this be accomphshed? Of what will that uct be evidencet

1 8,9. How did Jchovah bring to pass the destruction concern-
ing which he gave warmng by lus proplet Jeremuah? What
was pictured therein?

9 10. Of whom is Ismiah 28:1-4 prophetically declared, and
whyt

97 11 T{) whom is Isaial 28:14-18 addressed? Mow and for
what purpose is that message of forewarning delivered to
them?

9 12. How has Jeremiah 7: 16 been having fulfillment?

Y 13-15. By whom, and low, in the fulfillment of Jercmiah
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7: 17,18, has Jehovah been provoked to anger? Why have
they done this?

Y 16,17. Wherein will the religionists find that they not only
have provoked Jchovah to anger but have ‘provoked them-
sclves, to the confusion of their own faces’? Of what
prophetic significance 13 the fact that for seventy years
Jerusalem was desolated of man and beast?

9 18. Show whether the religious leaders of ¢‘Christendom’’
are willfully disobedient to the commandments of God.

9 19, 20. Account for ‘“Christendom?’s’? conduct and condition
as foretold at Jeremiah 7: 28. In this connection puint out
the importance of the message of warning which Jeliovuh’s
witnesses now are eommanded to deliver.

7 21. What important purpose is served by an understanding
now of the prophetic position oceupied by Jeremiah?

¥ 22,23. Why was Jereminh to speak to Jerusalem the strange
command and message as stated at verse 297

¥ 24. Why did the priestly Levites permit aliominations to ho
committed in the liouse of the Lord? and why did God
permit it? What was foreshadowed thereby?

T 23, 26. To what does yerse 31 refer? and how is this propheey
fulfilled in the course taken by the relgionists of ¢¢Clris-
tendom’’ today?

T 27, 28. Explain and apply verses 32, 33.

¥ 29. How and why will Jchovah do to ¢“the cities of Judah?’’
as foretold at verse 341

¥ 30. What was the nature of the message which Jehovah com-
mitted to Jeremiah? What was the reason for thut messago
and work in his day?

¥ 31,32. What faets of importance, and purpose of the his.
torical record, are seen at Jercmiah 26:1 and 2 Kings
23: 34-37% At Jereminh 26: 22,239

¢ 33,34. Show that obedience to Jehovah’s commandment
(Jer. 2G: 2) required strong faith and courage.

¥ 23,36, What important instruction for Jehovah’s witnesses
is scen in the commandment to Jeremah (26: 2) and the
positive course taken by him? Cite turther outstanding
examples of rceord of faithtfulness of God’s servants.
What at the present time wag pictured by ‘“the Lord’s
house’’ and Jeremiah’s being told to ¢“stand in the comrt?’
thercof. In Lis ‘speaking unto all the cities of Judah’?

¥ 37,38, Apply the T.ord’s instruction there given to Jeremiah:
““Speak . . . all the words that 1 command thee to speuk
unto them; diminish not # word.”’ Cite other examples of
faithful performance of duty under opposition and perse-
cution, the record of which Jehovah has provided for his
faithful servants now on carth.

¥ 39. What may God’s faithtul servants now expect at the
hands of the religiomsts, and why? What are Jchovah's
witnesses now privileged to choose?

¥ 40-42. What purpose 13 scen in Jehovah’s words at Jerenual
26: 3, in view of the then already determined doom of
Jerusalem? Compare the message delivered Ly Jeremiah,
and the purpose for which it was given, with that pro-
claimed by those whom Jeremiah there pictured,

MONEY

lence is risen up into a rod of wickedness; none
of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor
of any of theirs; neither shall there be wailing for
them. The time is come, the day draweth ncar; let
not the buyer rejoice, nor the scller mourn ; for wrath
is upon all the multitude thereof.”’—Ezek. 7:11, 12,
Never has the ecommerce of 1he world been so af-
fected as in this present day. Particularly the small
dealers are sorely oppressed, and their business is be-
ing wiped out ; and the day of the larger oncs is rapid-
ly drawing on. It is the time when violence has risen
up into a rod of wickedness that contirols the peoples
of the nations.

JEHOVAH’S servant Ezekicl prophesied: ‘‘Vio-

Existing conditions in ‘‘Christendom’’ today are
perplexing beyond measure to those who know not and
who refuse to hear the Word of the Lord. These try
to make themselves believe that their business will get
better; but it will not. *‘For the seller shall not return
to that which is sold, although they were yet alive;
for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof,
which shall not return; neither shall any strengthen
himself in the iniquity of his life.”” (Lzek. 7:13)
There is no advantage to the seller in again possessing
that whieh is sold, in order that he might sell it again,
because the people have nothing with which to buy.
The eommereial situation eontinues to grow worse, the
suffering of the people incrcases, and the clergy falsely
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tell the people that God is sending these ealamities
upon them because of their unfaithfulness to “organ-
ized Christianity”’. Satan is the one chiefly responsible
for the terrible conditions now existing, and he is
causing his agents, the clergy, to falscly charge God
therewith, in order that the pcople may be turncd
away from Jehovah. The commereial situation con-
tinues to grow worse and the people continue to suffer,
and their suffering will inerease,

““The prineipal of the flock,’”’ meaning the rich and
the mighty and the favored ones, have relied upon
their wealth and power to proteet and sustain them
and to earry them through any trouble that might
come, but they are doomed to eomplete disappoint-
ment, They have ‘‘heaped treasure together for the
Jast days’’ and think therehy that they have a great
advantage and are safe, Herctofore the mighty and
the rieh have been able to buy their way through.
When they get into a difficult situation money is freely
used. It was Satan who invented the slogan‘‘Money
talks'’; and his agenis use this slozan and prove its
effectivencss. They have freely resorted to briberies
and have been able to buy their way through times
of distress, but the wrath of Jchovah God will not be
placated nor his hand be lield back by their filthy luere.

Now the ultrarich control the money and the food
supply, and they control the governments, The cries
of the starving oncs, who have really produced the
wealth of the world, are heard throughout the land,
and many are beguing for bread. Big Business, work-
ing behind the throne of visible power, commands that
the starving shall not be fed from the cxchequer of
the government. Democracy has ecased to exist, and
governments are in fact paternalistic so far as they
oppress and rob the children thercof.

Just at this time there are millions of people in
Aurncriea, the land of plenty, who are starving for food
and who will continue to starve unless charitably in.
clined people will relieve them, The eries of the suffer-
ing, laboring oncs, however, have reached the ears of
the God of war, and he ic not unmindful of these
crics; and now he bares his arm for battle and, when
it comes to the moncy of Big Business, that will avail
them nothing. The oppressors of the people God will
wipe out. ‘“ Alf hands shall be feeble, and all knees
shall be weak as water. They shall also gird themselves
with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them ; and shame
shall be upon all faces, and baldness upon all their
heads. They shall east their silver in the streets, and
their gold shall he removed ; their silver and their gold
shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the
wrath of the Lord; they shall not satisfy their souls,
neither fill their bowels; because it is the stumbling-
block of their iniquity.’’ (Fzckiel 7:17-19) ‘‘The love
of money is the root of all cvil’’ and is a stumbling-
block to all who have set their affections thereon, The
terrible day is advancing to a climax, and there is no
eseape therefrom.
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The statesmen, otherwise called ‘‘political rulers”,
are cven now at their wits’ end. They cast about for
some means of saving the ship of state, but their ac-
tions are those of a drowning man, Says Jchovah by
his prophet: ““The king [the chief ones among the
rulers] shall mourn, and the prince [the lesser oncs
among the ruling powers] shall be elothed with dcso-
lation, and the hands of the people {that support these
ruling powers] shall be troubled: I will do unto them
after their way, aud according to their deserts will 1
judge them ; and they shall know that T am the Lord.”’
(7:27) Armageddon is Jehovah’s fight; he will give
no quarier to the enemy and his supporters.

Those who have been the favored ones among the
governments of ‘‘Christendom’’ will geck in vain for
shelter and proteetion, ““In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they
made each one for himself to worship, to the moles,
and to the bats; to go into the clefts of the rocks, and
into the tops of the rageed rocks, for fear of the Lord,
and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariscth to
shake terribly the earth.”’—Isa. 2: 20, 21,

Even at the present time, and before the clersy
completely disappear, some still rely upon them and
seck a word of consolation from them, but find none,
because the elergy have nothing for the perplexed, and
no consvlation to give them. The elergymen know not
God and his Word; and if they ever knew his Word,
they have gone too far now in their course of wicked-
ness, aud they will not seek to understand and cannot
understand it, ““Then shall they seek a vision of the
prophet [elergy]: but the law {Word of God] shall
perish from the priest, and counsel from the ancients
{elders].”” (Ezek. 7:26) That means that those who
now bypoeritically claim to represent the Lord will
find no words of consolation for sufiering humankind.

God’s law he caused to be written by Moses. ““Chris-
tendom’’ boastfully elaims to have fashioned her laws
after the law of Moscs, and she points with pride to
her “‘splendid’’ laws. The everlasting covenant of
God, made with Noah (Gen. 9:1-G), dcelares the
sacredness of human life and is embodied in the law
of God written by Moscs. This covenant all *‘ Christen-
dom”’ has broken and trampled under foot, and has
spit upon it with contempt, Says God’s prophet:
““Make a chain [that is to say, bind yoursclves to-
gether in leagues and compaets, chain stores, chain
banks, and other organizations by whieh the people
are oppressed and exploited] : for the land is full of
bloody crimes, and the city is full of violenee.”” (Ezck,
7:23) The ‘‘chain’’ or combines between the ecele-
siasties, Big Business and bootleggers will avail them
nothing. Their eombined cffort to enforee the Prohi-
bition law failed in the land of America and has filled
the land with all manuer of erime and violence, Mil-
lions of money were spent in the abortive attempt to
enforce this unholy law, while the political powers
that manipulated the machinery refused to appro-
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priate one dollar for feeding the starving people. Such
a course of aetion drives men to desperation and in-
creases cerime and violence in the land, and it is ever
on the inecrease.

In 1928 the clergy of Ameriea, by and through the
publie press, cried out: ‘Give the world the Kellogg
Peace Pact for Christmas.” They continue to cry,
““Peace, peace: when there is no peace.’’ Says Jeho-
vah: ‘‘“Though they ery in mine cars with a loud voiee,
yet will I not hear them.”’ (Ezck. 8:18) Jchovah will
deelare no truce with the Devil’s organization, He is
marching to war and will not back down. ““Destrue-
tion cometh ; and they shall seek peace, and there shall
be none.”’—Ezck. 7: 25,

Jesus prophesied that Armageddon will be the worst
tribulation that cver eame upon the world, and that
it shall complctely wreek the hypoeritical organiza-
tion that Satan has builded up. The propheey of
Ezckiel reads: ‘‘ Wherefore T will bring the worst of
the heathen [nations], and they shall possess their
houses; I will also make the pomp of the strong to
ecase ; and their holy places shall be defiled.”” (Ezek.
T7:24) This eannot refer to the nations ecalled ‘‘hea-
then’’, such as the Ilindus, and Chinese, and Moham-
medans. These are not the worst of the nations, because
God dcelares that hypocritieal ““Chiristendom’’ is the
worst of all.

The word here translated ‘‘heathen’’ means na-
tions. God’s organization is his chosen nation. When
“Armageddon is over, it will be reeognized that the
organization of Jchovah is the “‘worst’’ thing that
ever came against Satan’s organization, and therefore
they will realize that God has sent against them that
which is the very worst for them. The Lord by his
organization will make a elean sweep of hypoeritical
“‘Christendom’’, and the frightfulness of the military
forces of Satan’s organization will be nothing ecom-
parcd to the fright that Jehovah’s organization will
give the Devil’s erowd. ‘‘They shall know that I am
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the Lord.”’ Jehovah will make his name to he feared
in all the earth, and all shall come to know that Jeho-
vah is the God cternal, the God almighty, whose power
is irresistible.

Jchovah has favored his covenant people with a
knowledge of his purposcs and has laid upon the
elders (that is, the mature ones in Christ) the obliga-
tion of feeding and instrueting others in his Word.
(1 Pet. 5:2) The Lord is using and has uscd The
Watchtower from its foundation as his channel of
communication to and between his people; and during
the past few years The Watchtower has repeatedly
called attention to Satan’s wicked organization. In the
face of all this, however, there have been certain so-
called “‘elders’’, wise in their own minds, who have
not been persuaded that the Devil has an organization
at all. ‘At least,” say they, ‘we should go cusy and
say nothing about the clergy and their allics in the
organization that controls the world.” The policy of
these ““elders’ is to speak softly, ‘that even the clevrgy
might be won over to the Lord’s side.” Some of the
weaker ones who desire to hear nothing acainst the
clergy say, in substancc: ‘Our oldest elders, who are
most fully developed in the Lord, say nothing about
the Devil’s organization; then why should these
younger oncs, who have recently been brought to a
knowledge of the truth, say anything against them
and others of the organization of this world?’

The Socicty has heen severely eriticized heeause of
the plain statements made in The Walclitower and
in its other publications concerning Satan’s organiza-
tion. These publications, however, must tell the truth,
or clse they will ccase to be used by the Lord, Let
those who have objected to any speceh or publication
about Satan’s organization and the various clements
thercof give consideration to the eighth chapter of
Fzekiel’s propheey. If they believe what the Serip-
tures say, and if they understand the commission (lod
has given 1o his covenant people, then let them take
the proper attitude toward Satan’s organization.

RESURRECTION FROM HELL

seript of the Bible, ““hell”’ is used to translate
three Greck words, cach having a diflcrent mean-
ing. These words are gehenna, hades, and tartaroo.
The Greck word gehenna is found in this statement
by Jesus, namely: ““If thine eyc offend thee, pluck it
out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of
God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast
into hell fire [gehienna] : where their worm dicth net,
and the fire is not quenched.’’—NMark 9:47, 48.
Again Jesus used the same word gelenna, in this
text: ‘‘ And fear not them which kill the body, but are
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell [gchennal.”’

IN THE English translation of the Greck manu-

{Matt. 10:28) Ilcre he plainly says that gclhenna,
translated ““hell”’; means destruction, One man might
kill another one, and the one killed would be resur-
reeted in due time; but if God destroys him 1le would
destroy his very right to existenee, and then there
would be for him no resurrection.

The Greck word hudes, translated ““hell’’, means
the condition of death from which there shall be a
resurrection. Gchenna means a condition of death
from which there shall be no resurrection.

In Jesus’ day the clergy were his real enemies, al-
though they claimed to represent Jehovah God. They
were hypoerites, misrepresenting Jehovah aud mis-
leading the people. He plainly told them that tley
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were the servants of the Devil. (John 8:44) After he
had entered the temple and driven out the money
changers, he delivered a discourse to the Pharisces and
others of the clergy of that time, and in that connee-
tion he said to them: ‘*Ye serpents, ye generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”
(Matt. 23:33) The word gelhenna is the Greek word
here used, and translated ‘‘hell’’. These men had
sinned against light. They knew that Jesus was the
Messiah, and yet they persecuted him and sought to
kill him. Beeause they had this light, and persisted
in sin, he was asking them the guestion, Iow is it
possible for you to cscape eternal destruction—
Ieb. 6: 4-6.

The Greck word tartaroo is rendered in the English
Bible by the words “‘east down to Zell’’. There is no
reason why this should be construed as mecaning a
place of conscious torment. The scripture refers to the
abased condition of the wicked angels who had re-
belled with Satan and who materialized as giants on
carth in Noah’s day. The offending angels were abased
and sent into ihe eondition represented by ¢‘chains
of darkness’’.

The apostle Peter (2:2:4) writes: ‘‘God spared
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment.”’ The apostle Jude writes:
““And the angels which kept not their first cstate,
but left tncir own habitation, he hath reserved in
everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the judg-
ment of the great day.”” (Jude G6) The thought con-
veyed is that they were abased before all the heavenly
creation and were sent into that eoundition there to
await final disposition in the judgment. Undoubtedly
the expression ““chains of darkness’’ has reference to
the restrained condition without licht on God’s pur-
pose or light of his favor~—Matt. 22:13; 25:30;
Ps. 20:5,

Jehovah God deelares that he will punish the wick-
ed, and that the punishment shall be cternal. The
clergy try to make it appear that eternal punishment
and cternal torture ave one and the same thing. They
ure not. Death is the highest penalty known to the
law of any land. No punishment eould he greater than
complete destruetion. Such is the punishment that
God will nfliet upon the willfully wicked. It is writ-
ten (Ps. 145:20) : ““All the wicked will he destroy.””
He will punish the wicked with everlasting destrue-
tion.—2 Thess. 1:9.

The Devil is the ehief one amongst the wicked. God
will ultimately destroy the Devil. (1Ieb. 2:14) De-
struction of the willfully wicked is not fiendish, but
is an act of justice and love on the part of Jchovah.
The wicked, if permitted to exist forever, would be a
dishonor to (God’s name and a menace to creatures
who love Jehovah, and would be of no value to them-
selves; therefore their destruction is in harmony with
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and consistent with Jehovah. Such is punishment, but
is not torment.

Therc are degrees of punishment. If a man robs a
house and is convieted he suffers punishment by im-
prisonment for a stated period of time. If he murders
& man his punishment is death, In the one case his
punishment is for a stated period; in the other case
it is lasting or everlasting. When God destroys the
wicked it will be everlasting destruetion, from which
there is no resurrcction. It is thercfore eternal or
‘‘everlasting destruetion’’.

The Secriptures therefore establish beyond a ques-
tion of doubt that the billions of people who have died
from Adam until now are decad, unconscious, and
therefore know not anything. Is there hope that they
shall live again? Yes. To provide for their living again
is the very purposc of (God’s arrangement concerning
man, and to give themn hope is his purpose in bringing
them to a knowledge of the truth, In his due time God
will open the way for these billions of dead to live
again,

It is illuminating to take note of some Seriptural
texts proving that (God speaks of the dead as though
they were asleep. Moses was faithful as a servant of
God. ““And the Lord said unto Moses, 13chold, thou
shalt sleep with thy fathers.”” Adam was the father
of the human racc and therefore one of Moses’ fathers.
If Adam went to eternal torment, then Moses did also.

The Lord told David what was to take place with
referenee to him, and then said: ““ And when thy days
be fulfilled, . . . thou shalt sleep with thy fathers.”’
(2 Sam. 7:12) Again it is written coneerning David:
“For David, after he had served his own generation
by the will of Clod, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers, and saw corruption.”” (Aects 13:36G) When
David was in great distress he feared lest lie should
die, and in his sorrow he prayed unto Clod: ‘‘Consider
and hear me, O Lord my God; lighten mine eyces, lest
I sleep the sleep of death.”’—DPs. 13: 3.

Liazarus of Bethany, a brother of Mary and Martha,
with whom Jesus had often visited and whom he loved,
beecame sick and died. Jesus hnew that Lazarus was
dead, but his diseiples did not know it. Jesus, speaking
of his death, said to them: “‘Our friend Lazarus sleep-
cth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.”’
Not understanding at the time what he meant, his
disciples said: ““Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.
Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought
that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.’’—John
11:11-14,

Jesus and his disciples then proceeded to Bethany,
where Lazarus had died. Arriving there they found
his sisters weeping for sorrow. At that time Lazarus
had been dead four days and buried in the grave,
bound with graveclothes, as was the custom then.
Lazarus was a good man; but he was not in heaven,
as the preachers would make it appear. Nor was he in
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a place of torment or in “purgatory’’. He was in the
grave, in the condition of death, or in hell, as the
Bible uses that word. Jesus went to the tomb, whieh
was closed with a large stone; and causing the stone
to be rolled away, he called to Lazarus and awakened
him out of death. ‘“ And he that was dead came forth,
bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face
was bound ahout with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them,
Loose him, and let.him go.”’—John 11:44.

It was on that oecasion that Jesus said to Martha:
¢J am the resurrcetion, and the life: he that belicveth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and
whoscever liveth and believeth in mo shall never die.
Belicvest thou this?’’ (John 11:25,26) Jcsus was
here stating the great truth that into his hands Jeho-
vah God had committed all power to awaken the dead
and that in due time God would bring forth the dead
by him. The awakening of Lazarus was but a sample
of what God through Christ Jesus in due time will do.
Concerning this Jesus testified, saying: ‘“Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God ;
and they that hear shall live. Marvel not at this: for
the hour cometh in whieh all that are in the tombs
shall hear his voiee, and shall come forth; they that
have dome good, unto the resurrcetion of life; and
they that have denc cvil, unto the resurrection of
judgment.”’—John 5:25,28,29, L.V,

These seriptures are conclusive in proving that the
dead are wholly unconseious, and that in God’s due
time through Christ the dead shall be awakened.

Resurreetion means a standingz up again unto life.
The awakening of the dead is but the bezinning of the
resurrection, Those who will compose the new ereation
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will experience an instantancous resurrection, being
changed to life and immortality. The billions of people
who are dead and in their tombs will be awakened out
of death for trial and judgment, and therefore the
resurrection or bringing up of the people to life in its
fullness will be a gradual work.

Without the resurrcction of the dead the ransom
sacrifice of Jesus would be of no avail, Having in mind
that four thousand years prior to his death and resur-
rection men had been going into the grave, it is mani-
fest that the ransom saerifice provided by Jesus’ death
could be of no benefit to those who were then dead un-
less they should be awakened out of death. The awak-
ening of all sach out of the sleep of death, and givine
them a fair trial for life, is cousistent with every other
part of the divine purpose, and is just what should
be expeeted of the great loving Jehoval,

If the elergymen were right in their conclusions that
the destiny of cveryone is fixed at death, that the
good go to hieaven and that the evil go to “purgatory ™’
or to torment, then why should there be a resurreetion
at all? All the seriptures that speak of the awakening
of the dead are meaningless if the dead are already
eonscious in heaven, “‘purgatory” or hell, The Serip-
tures therefore flatly eontradiet the theory of the
clergy. The strange thing is that the Devil has so long
succeeded in blinding the people to the truth and in
inducing them to accept the false clergy tcachines.

There is nothing more wonderfully and beautifully
taught in the Bible than the doetrine of the resurree-
tion of the dead. It shows a reason for the death of
Christ Jesus, the beloved Son of God, and why God
raised him out of death, It is a manifestation of (lod s
loving-kindness toward the human family,
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