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"And all thy children shall be tau~ht of Jehovah; and 
~reat shall be the peace of thy children." ~Isaiah 54:z3. 

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
THAT JEHOVAH js the only true God, is from everlasting 

to e>erlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver 
of life to his creatures; that the Log-0s wus the beginning of 
his creation, an<l his active agent in the er<'ation of all thrngs; 
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus ChnRt m glory, clothed 
with all po\\er in heaven and earth. and the Chief Executive 
Officer of Jehovah. 

THAT GOD created tl1e earth fer man, created perfect 
man for the earth and placed him Up<Jn it; that man w1llfully 
disobeyed God's hw anrl was sent.:nccd to death; that by 
rcaRon o! Adam's wrong act all J11C11 are born sinners and 
without the right to life. 

THAT JESUS was m:ufo lmman. and the man Jesus suf­
fered death in order to J>roduce the ransom or redemptive 
price for nU mankind; that God mised up Jesus dnine and 
exaltc<l ltim to heaven above every cr<•atmc and above every 
name and clotl1cd him with all power nn<l authority. 

TllAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and 
that Christ Jesus is tho Chi<>f Offieer thereof and iR the 
rightful King of the world; that the anointrd nnil faithful 
followers of Christ Jesus nre driltlren of Zion, memhe1s of 
J<>ltovah '11 or~anization, a111l arc his witncs•Ps whoso duty and 
1irivil(•gc it is to testify to the suprt>m:wy of J<'hO\ah, declare 
liis 1mrposcs toward mnukrnd as expressed in the Bible, nnrl 
to bear the fruits of tho kingdom before nil who will hear. 

THAT THE WOl~LD 11as ended, and the Lord Jesus ChriRt 
has been pl:tr!'cl by .frlwrnh upon t.is throne of authority, 
hllll oustccl Satan from hmvl'n nnd is proceeding to the 
establi:,hmcnt of God's kingdom 011 earth. 

THAT lllE RELIFF and J,lcqsingll of tho p<'opl!'s of earth 
cnn come only hy nnd througb .Jehovah 'R kingdom un<lcr 
Christ, which has now h(•gun; that the Lord's n<'xt great 
act is the dt·strnrlion of Satan's or~nnization and tlw c·stah· 
lisl1ment of righll'ousncss in the earth, nncl that uncler the 
king<lorn nil thoso who will obey its righteous laws shall live 
on c:i.rth fol'f"ver. 

"KING 01'' KIXGS" 

Tho nc>xt testimony period, Octot.rr 2-10 inclusive, will be 
worM-wicle, coexh•nBive wrth the earthly rcalru of the King of 
kings, ufter whoHe title the periml is narncd. 'l'he puulil'utwn 
now of the bouk Ru:hc.i in many lnngu-.ti,:es wak<•s 1t appropnatc 
for this uook to UC t'OUl'l'll(ratcd on tlK·u, the Sarne to be ofTer('d 
together \\'ith a sclf·roH'rl'd bookl(•t. Oilier ()ctails of the scrv· 
ice are clue lo be publi8ht•1l in the Informant, 11 hich please eon­
suit. L<'t your prPpamtious and arrnngcmcnts begin at onec, 
as unto the King of kings. Your prompt rPport, from 11 hnte~cr 
part of the rorth you inhabit, will oo :awaited nt tlus ofiice. 

PORTABLE PHOXOGRAPII 

The Society non manufactures and bas to offer a light-weight 
phonograph, which is 14 by 13 by 5 indtes in size, nn<l c·o1·ered 
witl1 brown cloth nnd having rounded rorncrs. It weighs 9 pounds 
13 vunccs. With the three 1•ho11ograph d1St'S n hi<'h can be cnrncd 
in it, it wc1glL'I 12 pou11tls 6 ounces.. The \Olurne of sound is 
strong, and the tone 1s of the bl'st qu::.lity. As sl11pped out from 
our f:wtory, tl1e phonogru1·h is timed properly, ut 78 r.p.m., 
nnd should be dw1·kcd from tw1e to time. Tins model, inrludmg 
thr.ee d1ses, is otTcrt~I on a eontributiu11 of $10.00; without the 
three discs, $S..OO. Hcmittances Rhoul.J aceompany orders. Also 
spet·ify the partkular disrs wanted. 

ITS MISSION 

THIS journal is published for the purpose of cnnbling 
the people to know Jehovah God nod l11s pu1poses :n 
expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instructu,n 

specifically designed to aid Jehovah's \\"itnesses and nll pPople 
of good will. It arranges systematic Bible study for its rca<lcrs 
nnd the Society supplies other literature to 1ud in such stu<lH:•. 
It publishes suitable material for radio b1ont!castmg and for 
other means of public instruct10n in the Scriptures. 

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter· 
anccs. It is entirely free unrl separate from all parties, SPcts 
or other worldly orgamzations. It is wholly and without 
reservation for the king<lom of Jehovah Gnd under Christ 
his belon.'ll King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful 
nnd cntical examination of its contents in the light of tile 
Scriptures, It docs not inrluli!e in controversy, and its col· 
umns are not open to personalities. 

YEARLY Sunscr.IPTION PRICE 

lJNtn:o ST.WES, $1.00; f'.\N \DA AND :'lllsct:LL\ ·n:ocs F'o1u::1cs, 
$1.GO; GllE.\T BHI'l'AJN, .Al!-.'CTL\LASIA, AI\l> SUL'lll Al<~HIL'.\, j-.,. 
Anw·r1can fl·rn1tta.1u·co:.; !-thoulcl hP. rn.1de hy Poc;..tnl <Jl J:'\JJJ'(· ... ~ "'\fonev 
Or<ler or b)o' J!ank D1aft. <'an.uhan, Hrltir-:11, South Al 1 J( an :uul 
Au~trala~lun n:m1ttancc·M :-.hould be m:vJf' U11(•4?t to tl1<• J<•.,rtt•r•tt\~ 

branC'h otl1l't~. J:c·1111ttnnceq from rountr1P..:; otht~r than tJw...,c llll'JJ· 
tionPU tuay lie rnadCl to the llrooklyn otbcc, IJUt uy /t1l<.111atw11ul 
Po8tal :\Ioney Order only. 

FOREIGS OFFICES 

British •••• , • , •• 34 Craven Terrnee, Loudon, ,V, 2, Eni;lan<I 
Cana<llan •••••• 40 Irwm A\'Pnue, 'foronto G, Onta110, Cauaua 
Austmfa.,ia11 .• 7 Ucrcsford !toad, Htrnthfield, N. 8. W., Au,tr.tlla 
South A/riran ••• , •• Uoi;ton ll<>uw. Cui>c '£own, Soutll .Af:·ka 

!'lease ad<lr<'-~R the Society in cveJ"y ca~c. 

{Translations of this Journal a1'1>car In several la11g11age1.) 

All sincere ~tnd<'nts of !hi' lliblo who by rcn•on <If llltlrmlty, 
po\~(>rty or rnh·rr ... ity nrc unnliJe tt> 1)ay the :-.uh .... 11ptlon Prl('(' 
mnv have The l~lltrhtoucr ff'ti(l upon \\ritff'n np(il11•ation to tlu• 
Jml;U-..hcrs, irwde on<'e eadl ~t'~lr, ... ta.ting- thf\ re 1..,nn lor ~o ll' 
fttH''-.t1n~ it. 'VP are gln1J to tlu1<.1 nitl tlu.• UPCd\, but the "rittPn 
lll'!Jlication OIH'C pa<'l1 year J, 1c•111ir1·<1 hy th! 111>,tal 1<•gulat1011•. 

Natlrr, to 8111;Rrri1Jrr8: Ackno\\ l<'•ll!Tlll'Jlt or n ll<'W or n r~11~wnl RUh· 
M•riptfon will h<' ~ent ouly '' lwn H'<J11'"'"t"d. ('h:t1H!'(l> of addr1· ... <.:, 
\\lien INfUf'.,ll''l, 1n:1y he <''-PPrtPct to npJl('ar on uddrl'"'"' l.1hPl \\Itl11r1 
one month. A renewal hi.ink (c:1rr~ini: not1c·p ot ('\.J1l1.tt1011) \'lill 
Ile sent \nth the journal one mouth bPfore the bUl1'<'r1)'tlou t•q1ln·<. 

Entered as aecot1<l-cla9s mottrr at tlir 71o•t of!lre at 11100/.lyn, N. l'., 
tJ>1'1rr the ,let of .lfar,:11 ·'· JH79. 

NOTICE OP AN:'\UAL MEETING 

Pursuant to the provision of law un<l the <'h:11 ter of the 
Watch 'l'ow<'r H1blc nnd 'fiact fiociety, nota·e 1~ hc1ehy gin•:i 
that the anuual business mretiug of the sai<l i:lul'il'ly will h.• 
held at Pilt~buigh, North Sule (formerly Alkghl•ny), l't>nn· 
sylvania, at ten o'clock a.m., 1\!onclay, No1!'mhcr 1, l\J:J7, at 
which the usual annual business \\ill be transacted. 

HELP REXEW \'OUU SUBSCl:Il'TION WITHOUT DELAY 

For the· co1n·c11ience of the subscliber, n 1cnc1\ttl blank i~ 

sent \\ith The 1Vatchto1tcr one month before e\pirat1011 (on 
formgn subscriptions, two months). Hc1H'W )our sul1:ic1 rptrnn 
promptly nn<l fill in the n•nc\1al blank whi<'h is umiletl to you 
with your Watchtorl'er. 8i;,'ll your narne uniformly; g11 e ~t rcct 
and nuuibcr, cit) and stat•'; elate )our rrnc\1al blank, an<l 1de:1rn 
use the blan!..s sent to you cnC'!o,ecl in 'J'he Jl'atrhlotl'a. 'J'h1•,c 
subscript10n blanks tell us nlnch nurnl1l'JS will be neu•3s,1ry 
with your renl'1rnl order. Al11ays rend c·:trefully thc> n•1c1se s1•lP 
of the I'encnal blank. When you change your nt1,Jress ah1a:s 
gnc the old :ls wdl as the new address, two weeks IH'fo1e ) ou 
DlO\ e. 
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HIS "WORK" AND HIS •• ACT" 
"As I have done to Shiloh."-Jcr. 7:14. 

PART 3 

JEHOVAH will not permit wickedness to continue that shall not be thrown down." ('Matt. 24: 2) The 
for ever. Ucganllcss of how much good and rigM- people of Palestine, and particularly tho:,e of Jeru­
eous work any people may do, if they afterward.'i salem, turned their eyes to the temple and trmte<l iu 

tum to wicke<luess their previous righteous work will it as a safrguard against harm. 'l'hey could not believe 
avail them nothi11~. The Israelites were God's typi<"al that it would ever full. 
11coplc, organized in righteousnes'i, and for a time 3 Today millions of people within the borders of 
doing a righteou<; work. That nation was destroyed. "Christendom" look to the rt·ligious organizations, 
(l~zek. 33: 12, 13) Let it be conrcded, for the sake of and particularly to the Homan Catholic Hierarchy 
the argument, that the Roman Catholic organization and their buildings, as a place of safety. '!'he polit i­
and the P1·otestant organizations h(•i.mn with good and cians, the commercial gl'cat men, and the common 
righteous intentions and that they did some good work; people of the crcdulou-; ld11d, trnst in the religious 
yet it is now certain that those orgauizations are entin- organization. The Homan Catholic lfa•rnrchy now 
ly religious and therdore devilish and are in no wise sings the song of the harlot (Isa. 2:~: Hi) hy which she 
true followers of Christ Jesus, and henee not Christian.<;,. has enli<'ed the political and commer<'ial dements lo 
They have worked and have claim<>d to have done !;() occupy her secret chambers and fall utHlcr her scduc­
mueh in the name of the Lord, and many people in th·c influcnec. They tru'il in the (IO\\cr of this orga11i­
those vrganizations ha\'e been sincere. They have had zation to :,m·c them. '!'hey will all fail an<l g-o down 
n zeal for their work, but that zeal ha-; been exercisc<l in Armnge<ldon. Jehovah establishes his faithful pco­
cnth·dy in the wrong way. 'l'hey nrc the ones to whom pie and gives them the trnth an<l ha-; cornmis»iorwd 
the words of ,Jesus apply: "Not e\·cry one that saith them to do his service. "Oq~anizcd 1·el igion," falsely 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of called "Christianity", steps forward and boldly 
heaven; hut he that docth the will of my Father whit'h claims lo occupy the position of representatives of Uod 
is in heaven. l\lany will say to me in that day, I.;0nl, on ea1th, and the clergy claim that stt<'h plal'es they 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name 1 and in inherited from the "fathers" or el<lers of the elnm·h. 
thy name have east out devils? and in thy name done The Roman Catholic Ilierar·ehy claims to have rcecivt'd 
many wonderful works? And the11 will I profess uuto its authority direct from the Lord, and that the h<>ad 
them, 1 ne\er knew you: depart from me, ye that thereof is the successor of the r:postle Peter, a11<l Lt.at 
work iniquity. "-1\latt. 7: 21-23. Peter was the first pope or" holy father". That wick<'d 

2 Let the honest and sincere people now take warn- religious organizntion, among the many nations, t•x­
ing that God will destroy "Chr·istendom", regardless ercises a dominatmg inituence and control, and tho>.e 
of the boast of the Homan Catholic Hierarchy to Ute countries wherein she rules arc "Christe11clom"; and 
contrary. The big clergy will not believe what is here "Christendom" is certain to go down. 
said. They do not believe the Bible, hut rely upon lite 4 Jehovah commanded Jeremiah to say to his typical 
traditions of men and upon their own righteousnc~ people: "For among my people are found wicJ..cd 
Jesus told the clergy of the Jews that God would de- men: they Jay wait, as he that settcth suares: they 
stroy the temple beeause that people had broken their set a trap, they catch men. As a cage is full of birJs, 
c:ovcnant. (Matt. 24: 1, 2) But the Jews did not be- so are their houses full of deceit; therefol'e they ate 
licve it. (John 2: 20) Bvcn the di<;ciples of Jc:sus become great, and waxen rich. '!'hey are waxen fat, 
greatly admired the temple building built by Herod th<'y shine: yea, tb.ey ovci·p<iss the <lce<ls of ilie-wicknL: 
and where the Jews then resorted to practice their they judge not the cause, the cause of the fathet Ii--;-;, 
religious worship. Standing near that house, and di- yet they prosper: and the right of the needy do they 
recting their attention to it, Jesus said to his disciples: not judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the 
"There shall not he left here one stone upon another, I,ord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation 

175 
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as this T A wond~rfnl and horrible thing is committed 
in the land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the 
priests bear rule by their means ; and my people love 
to bave it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof?" 
-Jer. 5: 26-31. 

1 Those words of the prophet apply specifically to 
the religious leaders of "Christendom" today, who 
have committed the same abominable things. They 
"lay wait" and 'set snares' for the people, and use 
all manner of fraudulent schemes to entrap them. 
The clergymen of the Hierarchy have become great 
and wax rieh. They arc "fat", and "shine". They 
give absolution to those who commit wicked deeds. 
They are very prosperous, and they oppress those 
who serve God. Those religious prognosticators false­
ly rept·escnt to the people that the Homan Catholic 
Oll,'3nization shall stand for ever and that the hope 
of the people is in that ori:\'auization; the priests of 
the Hierarchy hear rule or eontrol over the people by 
sueh false means, and the gullible ones who claim to 
be God's people "love to have it so". It is only the 
i;ineere and honest ones of "Christendom" that will 
now hear and ~ivc heed to the message of truth, which 
Jehovah comm~nds shall he pro<·laime<l by. his witnc!>.-.CS 
to them. (Isa. G2: 10) The witnesses for Jeho\'ah must 
he diligent now to obey his commandments and to 
carry his mc!<:o.a~c to all who have the hearing car. 
Tll<'ir work of <h•1•laring the vengeance of God upon 
"Christendom" appears to the rcligioni'its ns a very 
strange work, but there is to follow shortly that which 
wi11 seem even mol'e strange. 

"HIS STRANGE ACT" 
6 By his prophet Jehovah has d1'rlarcd that he will 

rise up "nn<l bring to pass hi.;; aet, his strange act". 
(Isa. 28: 21) Furthcrmorn he MlJ'S: "I have purposed 
it, I will also do it." (Isa. 46: 11) And what will Je­
hovah do! Uc answers: "As I have done to Shiloh." 
Likewise he will do unto "Christmdom' '. God's cove­
nant people wrrc at Shiloh. 'l'herc they had the taber­
naele and the ark of tlic covenant, and it wa;; the 
appointed place of worship of Almighty God. But 
that J)Cople had b~ome unfaithful to God and lrnd 
turned from his commandments to religion, and there­
fore they had turned against God and to the Devil. 
Then .Tchovah at Shiloh permitted the godless Philis­
tine crowd to sw<.>ep the religionists of Israel out 
and whip them to a standstill. Because the Israelites 
bad bcrome unfaithful God permitted even the ark 
of the covenant to be captured hy the enemy and ear­
ried away. There God rejected the priesthood of 
Israel under mi and permitted the death of the act­
ing priests, and tl1l'll had everything pertaining to 
his name aud his worship removed from Shiloh. It is 
certain that sueh was typical or prophetic, foretelling 
the compl<'le ckstruetiou of ''Christendom'', because 
God says so and directs his prophets to so shite. The 
destruction of what is now known as "Christendom" 

or "the Christian religious organization'', and of its 
religion practiced by men, will be the act of .Almighty 
God, he having decreed that it shall be. That act wilt 
be "his strange act", that is, it will appear ~trangc 
to all except those who have the 'mark in their fore­
heads' and those who render themselves in full obe­
dience to God's commandments.-Bzck. 9: 4. 

1 The destruction of the religious systems by Jl'ho­
vah will mark the bc>ginning of Armageddon. What 
agency that is visible will the r,ord use to overthrow 
hypocritical religion, wrongfully called "Chri'itian 
religion"? The Scriptures clearly show that God will 
use a visible, godlcs.s clement to do the destructive 
work ag-ai11-.,t the rcli6ionists, a crowd that has hc(·n 
hoodwiukcd hy the rclii:~ionists, and particularly hy 
the Homan Catholic Hierarchy. That old "whurc" i-; 
now riding on the back of the bcn-;tly, political rulers, 
and in God's due time that same clement will <les.tr1Jr 
the Homan Catholic Hierarchy and all associated re­
ligions. ( Hev. 17: 16, 17) 'l'hey will act as Go<l 's execu­
tioners in this behalf hecau.;;e, says his Word, "Cod 
hath put [it] in their hearts to fulfil his will." That 
"strange act" will witness the downfall completely 
of so-callc<l "Christian religion" or "Christendom", 
its clergy, and all of its so-called "sacred" art ides 
of worship, such as buildings, images, altars, shrint·s, 
holy water, VC'sscls, hakhcries for the clergy, nu1111cr­
ics, and all like franrlulent and ungotlly things that 
defame the name of Almighty God. By so doing Jeho­
vah God shows that he never recognizt'd "rcli~ion" 
of any kind, lJUt thnt the same is of the Dt>vil, and 
that the clergy pra(•fi(•ing religion arc the in'itrnrncnts 
of Satan usc>d to defame the name of Almighty CJ11d, 
whether the clcriry have <lone so willingly or unwill­
ingly. Eventually all thof>e willful drfamers will he 
destroyed, 11evcr to rise again. As ,Jehovah rt·movcd 
everything from Shiloh that pertained to his worsliip, 
so he will remove from "Christendom" cvcrythi11~ 
that mi~ht betoken the divine presence and plnrc of 
worship, and will thereby disclose to all that the so­
called "Christian religion" is a fraud and a snare 
emplo~·cd by the Devil to carry out liir; hoa'itful thrt'llt 
to tum the people away from Jcho\•ah God. Ile will 
show that none &hall survive for long save those who 
worship Jehovah in spirit and in truth by joyfully 
obeying his eommandm<·nts. 

8 Jehovah's witnesses have no part in the dcstruetivc 
work that shall he done upon "Christendom" ut 
Armageddon. 'l'he work of Jehovah's witncsse-; is to 
hear tc:-,timony to the people in ohodimcc to God's 
commandment, even a<> Jeremiah carried Ood 's mc<;­
sage to the people. The weapons uscrl by Jehovah's 
witnc'lscs arc not carnal, hut they arc mighty to Cllll'ie 
the turning away of honest people from the religious 
organizations. (2 Cor. 10: 4) Jehovah uses any clement 
that it pleases him to carry out his will. But that dor'< 
not mean that Jehovah approves such wicked crrntmes 
in their \\ickedncss. Ile used the king of Bahylou to 
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do his service. (Jer. 25: 9) It shoul<l always be kept 
in mind that what God did with the Isnwlitcs and 
those connected with them was a picture of what he 
will later bring to pass upon his prctmdcd people. 
God permits some of the Devil's own crowd to in~ 
flict punishment upon those who have become unfaith~ 
ful to God, and ·who have turnctl against .Jehovah. 
It is here well to take note of what God <lid to the 
Philistines after they smote the Israelitc<i and carried 
off the ark of the covenant. 'l'he I'hili<;tincs did not 
serve and worship God. Concerning the ark of the 
coven~nt, which represented God and his presence, the 
rulers of the Philbtines commanded that it be carried 
away to the Philistine city. "'l'het"tiore they sent the 
ark of (the con."nant) to Ekron,'' and there followed 
a "deadly d<'Struction throu~hout all the city", and 
"the l1and of God was very heavy there. And the men 
that died not were smitten with the cmero<ls: and 
the cry of the city went up to l1caven." (1 Sam. 
5: 10-12) 'l'he Philistines therefore ha<l no reason to 
bo:nt against Jehovah that they h::u.J prevailed a~aiust 
the ~lost High. Those events picturro what God will 
do to the godle:.s clement of the earth that take part 
in the destruction of the religioni<>ts.-Hev. 17: 17. 

• JC'hovah did cast away from him the r .. raeliks, 
who were his t;vpical pC'ople. 'J'ht-ough Jeremiah he 
said to the people of Jerusalem: ".\nd I will cast you 
out of my sig"ht, as I have cast out all your brethren, 
even the whole seed of Ephraim." (.Jer. 7: Hi) 'I'hus 
he fulfilled his word against Israel, and thus he forc­
tdls that at the bC'ginni11g of A11na!!'<'d<lon "organized 
Christian religion'', so called, and cvcrythiug con­
nected therewith, will be viok·ntly cast out, together 
with all her elaims, professions, pretenscq and po:-;i. 
tions occupied by lier clergy. Jehovah will cause all 
such to be eompletely cast away from him, and the 
Lor<l Jesus will do that work of excrution.-l\latt. 7 :23. 

10 The northern kingdom of the ten trihe<i of the 
nation of Isra('I, headed by the tribe of Ephraim, was 
overthrown and earric<l away from the promised land 
to the heathen land of Assyria some years before the 
J>rophcey was uttered by Jeremiah. In due time came 
the warning from Jehovah to tho<;e remaining at 
Jerusalem, and then God east all of them away from 
him. J_,ikcwise Jehovah declares J1is purpose to cast 
out and he will cast out all "Christendom", and 
particularly its head organization, the Homan Cath­
olic Hierarchy. It is the Hierarchy that is filled with 
pride aJld the men thereof arc the 'scornful men that 
rule the pcoJlle of "Christendom" '. Concerning that 
l1ypoeriticol religious organization, that unholy crowd 
that have so many years played the harlot and de­
famed God's holy name, it is "·1illen: "Woe to the 
crown of pride, to the drunkards: of Ephraim, whose 
glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the 
J1ead of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with 
wine-! Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong 
one, which, as a tempest of hail, and a destroying 

storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall 
cast down to the earth with the hand. The crown of 
pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden 
under feet: and the glorious beauty which is on the 
head of the fat valley shall be a fading flower, and 
as the hasty fruit before the summer; which, \\'hen 
he that looketh upon it sceth, while it is yet in his 
hand he eatcth it up. "-Isa. 28: 1-4. 

11 Jehovah sends his witnesses to warn that crooked 
crowd that call themselves God's rcprcscntatiYes on 
earth; yet the rulers thereof, in particular, scorn 
everything, and everybody, that docs not conform to 
their own ideas. To that scornful and wicked organi­
zation Jehovah now say<;: "\Vherefore hear the word 
of the Lord, ye seornful men, that rule this people 
which is in Jerusalem: Because ye have said, We have 
made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 
agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pa~s 

through, it shall not come unto us: for we lrnvP made 
lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid our­
selves. 'l'hcrcforc thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I 
Jay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a 
precious cornc:r stone, a sure foundation: he that 
bclicvcth shall not make hm;te. J udgmcnt also will I 
Jay to the lin<', and righ1eousnPs'l to the plummet; a11d 
the hail shall sw<·C'p away the refuge of lies, und the 
wat<>rs shall overflow the hiding plaee. A11d your cove­
nant with death shall be disunnulled, and your agree­
ment with hell shall not ~land; when thl' overflowing 
scourge shall pa'is t hrou~h, then ye shall he trorlden 
down hy it." (Isa. 28:14-18) Jd10vah's jn<lg-ml'nt 
a~ainst the Homan Catholic Hierar<'hy is written and 
will be executC'<l to the letter by Christ Jc•sus, the great 
Bxeeutive Ofll<'er of the Most Ili!.;h. 

12 '!'hose who are faithful to God have nothing in 
common with religion or religiouists, who indulge in 
fraudulent practices in the 11ame of the Lord. Jrre­
miah stood as the reprc-;entativc of ,Jehovah 0011, and 
i·cprt•sC'nts and picture's the faithful people of Cod 
now on earth; and Ood directed ,Jer('ll1iah to say: 
"Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift 
up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intcrce<;-,ion 
to me: for I will not hear thee." (Jer. 7: 16) 'l'hc 
bend of the Uo;nan Catholic IIicrarc:hy declared rn:l3 
as a "holy year" and called upon all the pl'ople to 
pray for prosperity during that year. 'rl1t'ir united 
prayers availed nothing, and then the pope extended 
the so-called "holy year" until April 1U35. The re­
ligionists, Catholic and Protestant and Jewish, all 
continued to pray as l'equcsted, but their prayers were 
not heard hy Jehovah God. Doubtless the pope and 
his cohorts hrard Jehovah's witnesses proclaiming the 
truth <'Oncerning the foll of "Christendom" at Arma­
geddon. Then the pope issued a command to all of 
"Christendom" to join him in prayer that Armaged­
don might be ave1·ted; and that prayer is C'ertain to 
avail nothing to "Christendom". Armageddon is cer­
tain, and nothing can prevent it. God has declared it, 
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and God will do it. Jehovah's witne$ses properly r·e­
fu~cd to join with the religionists in observing the 
so-called "holy year", because they knC'w such to be 
a hypocritical fraud upon the people and a defamation 
of God's name. They refused to pray for prosperity 
to come as the pope requested, because those who love 
God pray according to his ''ill. (John 15: 7) For like 
reasons Jehovah's witnesses refuse to sal nte flags of 
"Christendom" and thereby to impute sakation to 
that which the flag reprC'sents. They know that pro­
tection and salvation proreed from Jehovah God, and 
not from any man-made institution. The doom of 
"Christendom" and of all r·eligious organizations is 
certain and is duly certified to by Jehovah, and there­
fore it is contrary to his will to pray that such doom 
be averted. Those who truly love and serve Jehovah 
Go<l will pray for nothing that is contrary to God's 
will, but they pray as Je<;us commanded them: "Thy 
will be done.'' 

WHY AlntAGEDDON 
18 Jehovah then points out the acts and conduct of 

religious ''.Christendom", showing that such are his 
reason for bringing about Armageddon an<l periorm­
ing his "strange act": "Sccst thou not what they do 
in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of J erusalcm Y 
The childl'en gather wood, and the fathers kindle the 
fire, and the women knead their dough, to make eakes 
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto other go<ls, that they may provoke me to anger.'' 
-Jee. 7: 17, 18. 

u 'l'he ruling elements of "Christendom" are to<l:iy 
t'ommandcering ev<'ry visible thing to be used to earry 
out their unholy pui·pose. In every land they arc 
strenuously pushing the oq~anization of the youth or 
chil<lrcu and forming them into groups for military 
purposes, or purposes in connect ion with arbitrary 
rul<'. Young children in the schools are compelled to 
salute the uational flag au<l thereby to declare that 
their trust is in the visible ruling powers, that they 
are recognized as "the higher powers", and that thrir 
protection and salvation come from these so-ealled 
"higher powers". The purpose of this whole matter 
proceeds from the Devil an<l is to tum the youth 
against God, and thus to C'arry out the Devil's wit'ked 
challenge to Jehovah. 'J'he child1·cn and fathers arc 
requirc11 to work to the same en<l of being required to 
partieipate in some Devil worship in violation of God's 
law. So-called "patriotic" organizations are formed, 
into which young and old are pushed and compelled to 
join, and these organizations are used to opprt.>sS those 
who b<'lieve at1d serve Jehovah God in truth and in 
spirit. Says the prophet: ''The women knead their 
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven [ ( margm) 
frame, workmanship of heaven]." Cakes of this kind 
were, in ancient times, eaten to the honor of the god­
dess Astarte. Cakes for the worship of the queen of 
heaven, as stated by Jeremiah in another place (Jer. 
44: 19), refer to the things prepared for Satan's or-

ganization, which is pictured by a woman. The Devil's 
"queen" is his organization. Hence "rakes" thus 
prepared are an offering unto Satan's representatives 
that visibly rule the nations of the earth, made up of 
religious, political and commercial elements (of any 
an<l all rdigious) which today demand that they be 
recognized as the "higher powers". (Rom. 13: 1) For 
this reason the ruling powers, led and urged on by 
the chief rdigionists, frame mischief by law, thus 
legalizing compulsory flag-saluting by school children, 
as well as by adults (Ps. 94: 20); require of teachers 
that they subscribe to certain oaths; and require of the 
people that they hail dictators as their deliverers and 
saviors. Therefore men, women and children, school­
teachers, professors, school organization<> and chu1·eh 
organizations, and politiral and commC'rcial or~amza­
tions, all have a part in giving honor to the Devil's 
organization by 'worshiping the creature more than 
the Crcator'.-Rom. 1: 25. 

15 They "pour out drink offcring-s [of wine] unto 
oth<'r gods", that is, to the De\'il and the wi<'ked 
spirits; and the wicked repre<>entatives on rarth arc 
looked upon as mighty men, and thi.;; is for the purprn;c 
of plea"iing and giving good cheer to the vi-.;ible rulillg 
clement, and not to Jehovah and to his King. Thus 
they defile the earth. That is all done at the i11sti'.~a· 

tion of the Devil and carried on by his visible rc·ligious 
representatives, and, as the Lord says, "tliat tlwy 
may provoke me to auger." Therefore in due time 
Jehovah, as he declares, shall ri-;e up and "!->hall be 
wroth as in the valley of Cihcon, that he may ..• 
Lring to pass his act, his st rnngc act ".-Isa. 28: 21. 

RIGIITEOUS ANGER 
10 Jehovah is long-sufferi11g ( P~1. 86: 1;,) ; hut he 

has fixed a limit, and the religionists, without doubt, 
have reached that limit. To his typic•al people, fore­
shadowing the professed people of C:od now on the 
earth, Jehovah sui<l: "Do they provoke me to ang<·d 
saith the Lord: do they not provoke themselves, to 
the confusion of their own faces?" ( J er. 7: HI) TII(1~C 

words apply with greater force and 1t1(•ani11::: to the 
religionists that improperly call thcm-.;elves "Clll'Js­
tian" and praC'tice their religion to the dcfanwtion 
of God's holy name. It is ha<l enough to practice the 
Devil religion, but to do so in the name of .lrhoral1 
God and Christ Jesus, thereby deceiving many !->inccre 
persons and defaming the name of God and Chrbt, 
is provoking to the superlative dc~~ree. The religion­
ists, who improperly <'all themfo,clves "Chri.,tian ", 
have commercialized the names of Almighty God a11d 
Christ Jesus, m.ing the same blasphemously that men 
may acquire material thing<> to be applied to their 
own personal use. All their doctrines arc ba<;cd upon 
tradition; and such organizations, while differing 
in many things, are all at unity in being against Go<l 
and his truth, and which religionists have thereby 
produced such confusion of and among them~elves 
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that soon they will hang their heads in shame. '!'hose 
who lia\·e supported these reli~ions will see Jehovah's 
"strange act". Then there will be for them nothing 
about which to boast. There will be no brazen, oiiy­
going, self-c-oofident air of security on their part, 
but, on the contrary, there will be complete confusion, 
they not knowing which way to turn. God's ri~htcous 
indignation against those hypocrites will be expressed 
in the most emphatic manner: "'l'herefore thus saith 
the Lord Goo, Behold, mine anger and my fury shall 
be poured out upon this place, upon man, and upon 
beaf>1, and upon the trees of the field, and upon the 
fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not 
be quenched. "-Jcr. 7: 20. 

17 In n miniature way thi~ part of the prophecy was 
fuJfil!cd upon Jerusalem, and soon it will he fulfilled 
completely u1•on "Christeudom ", which claims to be 
the people of t:od hut is not. The fury of Jehovah ex­
}>J'P<isccl at .Annaged<lon will be upon human creatures, 
both sexes, young and old, aud upon their material 
wealth. For ~"f'venty years Jerusalem was desolated of 
man and hcast. 'l'he numher seventy, being a multiple 
of sc\'en aml tm, that is, two numbers <lrnoting com­
pleteness, im·isiblc and vbili!P, clearly means that the 
1·eligionists, their organizations, and practices, and 
all things pcrt;iining tht>rcto, both invisible and visible, 
will he t•omplddy de-;troyed. God's anger will be ex­
prc<>wd by Christ Jesus, "and it shall bum, an cl id1all 
not lie qucn<'ht>d" until hi-; "~!range act" is pc1·formcd 
und ,Jehovah's name fully vind icatcd. 

18 OhrcliruC'C is hrtt<'r than sacrifi<'e, as the Lord 
declares. (1 8am. 1;:;: 22) 'I'hat is an unchangeable 
rule givt>n hy the Lord to tho<;e who claim to serve hi .. 1. 

Speaking to the Israelites by his prophrt .Jehovah tells 
them that their i;acrifie<'s with'lnt obedience avail them 
nothing. (&>c .Jeremiah 7: 21-27.) Uc says to them: 
"Obey my voiec, and I will he your God, and ye shnll 
Le my people; •.. Yet they hearkened not unto me.'' 
Jesus told the el<'rgy of the Jews, who practiced re­
ligion, practit'ally the same thing, when he sai<l to 
them: "Thns ha\'e ye madr the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition .•.. teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men." (Matt. 1G: 1-~1) 
That exactly describes what the religious leaders in 
"Christendom" ba,·e done and arc now doing. The 
Uoman CathoHc Hierarchy aucl the under-clergy pre­
tend to offer sarrificps unto the J_,ord, but they uttel'ly 
ignore the commandments of God, refusing to ohey 
him, and they foaeh for doctrine's the commandments 
of men. They hesitate not to do this, hut brazenly use 
their influcn<'C to censor the speech of honest men, re­
moving therefrom quotations from the Bible in order 
that the people may be kept in ignorance. 

a 'l'he same message that was declared to typical 
Israel Jehovah commands shall be deel:ired unto 
"Christendom". Tlrn Lord now sends his witncssps 
t.o ''Christendom'' to speak his message and say : ''But 
thou shalt say unto them, This is a nation that obe~·eth 

not the voice of the Lord their God, nor receh·cth 
correction: truth i~ perished, and is cut off from their 
mouth. "-Jer. 7: 28. 

20 The religionists have made lies their stronghold, 
preferring a lie to the truth. To the same cla'>s Je~us 
adllre'lsed his word~ of condemnation, saying: ''Ye 
scrprnts, ye generation of vipers! how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell?" (:\latt. 23: 33) The Scrip­
tures leave 110 room for doubt as to what God will do 
to the hypocritical religionists who defame his unme. 
The Uoman Catholic Hierarchy, and all who hnn~ on 
to or support that organization aitcr having hcrn 
warned, shall suffer the extreme wrath of .Almighty 
God. 

21 As Jehovah's witnesses arc now subjected to all 
manner oi ill-tJ·eatmcnt and persecution by tlic so­
calle<l "higher powers" of this world, and particttlculy 
by the religioni<;ts, the Iloman Catholic Ilwr:m·hy, 
let them take courage and rejoice in the fact that they 
arc privilcgccl today to stancl in a place similar to tlt:lt 
occupied by Jeremiah an<l to declare a mc<1-;age -;im­
ilar to what he declared. Let them take coura~c. ll:willg 
in mind that Jehovah God is bac·king them up and that 
thry arc doing his will and as long as faithfully <1umg 
thh no evil shall liefall them. His faithful \\·itnl'._.,e<> 
are now in Go<l's secret place, and for their help a11<l 
comfort it is written: "He that dwclleth in tlie ~<'<•ret 
place of the ::\To~t High, shall ahi<lc under the sl::idow 
of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, Ife i-; my 
refuge, and my fortre~s: my God; in him wili I tnht. 
Hu rely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the 
fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. Uc shall t'OV<!t' 

thee with his feathers, and uuuer his wings shalt thou 
trust: his truth shall be thy shield an<l bneklcr. "­
Ps. 91: 1-4. 

22 'J'he nation of Israel was in a cownant with God. 
"Christendom" professes to be the children c,f <:ml 
and therefore in an implied covenant with him to do 
God's will. Cutting off the hair and appcari11g hnl<l 
symbolized that Israel was rejected by the Lord. 'flll'l'C­
forc Jehovah commanded Jert•miah to say to the peo­
ple oi Jcmsalem: "Cut off thine hair, 0 Jeru..,akm, 
and east it away, nnd take up a lamentation on high 
places; for the Lor<l hath rejcctc><l an<l forsaken the 
generation of his \rrath."-.Jrr. 7: W. 

23 'l'o the natural descendants of Abraham that \\aS 

a "strange" command. N"o c.loubt it made Jeremiah 
appear yery foolish in the ryes of the Israelites to 
proclaim sud1 a message. Now God comma11<ls his 
faithful witnesses to giYe warning to "Christendom", 
the religionists, that they may not he ignorant that 
they arc rejected by the Lord. For Jehovah's witncs.;;cs 
to now say thnt the Homan Catholic Hierarchy is at 
enmity with God and shall by him he destroyed sounds 
like foolishness to the religionists. At this time the 
Roman Catholic newspapers call attention to the te<:ti­
mon.r of Jehovah's witn<'s~cs concerning the approach 
of .:\rmagcddon and the destruction of religionhb tnd 
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refer to the same as nonsense and an unbelievable 
declaration. The work in which Jchornh 's witnes<;cs 
are enguge<l under God's commandment is therefore 
a "strange work", and it is Jehovah's "stran~e work" 
because it is being done by him. It is Jt•hovah that is 
gh·ing warning of the approaching destruction of 
"Christendom". That "strange work" must be done 
and will be done and, when completed, will be followed 
immediately by "his act, his strange act". 

24 JehO\·ah gave his promise that "the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, .•. until Shiloh come". 
(Gen. 49: 10) 'fhc interim would be a time of tcc;ting 
as to who would maintain his integrity and be obe­
dient to the cm·ena11t. Israel had become religious, und 
therefore in Jeremiah's time they were unfaithful to 
God; and b('ucc God warned them through his proph­
et: ".For the children of Judah have done evil in my 
sight, saith the Lord: they hav<> set their abominations 
in the house which is callc<l hy my name, to pollute 
it." (Jcr. 7: 30) For a similar sin Jehovah killed 
Nadah and Ahihu. (Lev. lO: 1-7) Ph inc has, the grnnd­
son of Aaron, took strenuous action a~ainst the pollut­
ers of God's people. (.Num. 25: Ci-15) Why <lid the 
priestly 1.evitcs, who policed the temple, permit 
abominations to be committed in the house of the 
LordT and why <lid Go<l permit it Y 'l'hat was a test 
UJ>On the priestly clas.-;, and God permitted it to de­
termine whether they would show a zeal for the Lord 
or not, or whetlu~r they would he indiffct·cnt to Go<l 's 
comman<lmmts and follow thc·ir own ~elfish impulsrs. 
That particularly foreshadowed a like test that would 
come, and that is come, upon "Christendom", who 
claim to follow Christ but who arc in fact religionists 
under the dominating control of God's enemy. The 
religionists have completely failed to show any zeal 
for God and his kin~1lom, but, on the contrary, have 
clearly demonstrated that they arc worthy of destruc­
tion. 'l'hcy oppose and p<'rseeutc cYcryonc who declares 
God's kingdom under Christ as the only hope of the 
human rat-c. 

ts Further the Lord calls attention to the abomi­
nable con<luct of the covenant-breakers: "And they 
have built the high places of 'l'ophct, which is in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom [that is, GchC'nna], to 
bum their sons and their dauqhters in the fire; whieh 
I comfoandcd them not, neither came it into my heart." 
-Jer. 7 : 31. 

u The eon<luct of the Israelites, as described in this 
part. of the prophecy, was a flagrant viol at ion of God's 
commandment. Such Devil religious practices and 
Jehovah's temple could not be consistently asso('ialcd 
together. The practitioners of "the Jews' religion" 
assumed that there is a God of goodness and an equally 
powerful god of wickedness, and that they had to 
recognize both that they might be assured of being 
spared by one and aided by the other. Thus they de­
nied the Word oi God and denied him as the only true 
and mighty God1 upon whom they must rely. Likewise 

the religionists of "Christendom" today, who im­
proprrly call themselves "Chri<>tians' ', hanJ com­
mitted abominations in God's sight. They have made 
God appear as a fiend, 'punishing creatures that arc 
alh·e and conscious in a plaf.'e of ctC'rnal fire'; kl'eping 
many others for a long term of years in bo-ealled 
"purgatory" undergoing constant punishment and 
torture. They have commcrciali.,ed the name of .Jeho­
vah God by teaching that he will hear the prayers of 
sinful m011 who, for a money consideration, u1 t0r such 
so-called "prayer!>" in behalf of those suppo<>cd to be 
suffering in "pttrf~atory ". Such wicked thin~ was 
never in the mind or heart of Jehornh God, and there­
fore such doctrine is a cruel dPfamation of his holy 
name. The doctrines of "eternal torture" and "pm·­
gatory" are devilish doctrines, originating- with the 
D<•dl and taught by men to the di~honor of Almighty 
God. 

21 It appears that Uinnorn was a name of some 
Jdmsite that resided at Jcn1..;alcm before the ,Jc\\s 
came there, an<l which name was probably that abo 
of someone of the De\' ii 's an~ds. (.Judg. 1: 21) The 
names of Tophct and Ifinnom <'ommcmoratcd the 
power and deeds of Satan and his angcis; all of whie:1 
ultimately perished. "Thf'rdorc, behold, the day:-; 
com<>, saith the l1ord, that it shall 110 more Lt' f.'al:e l 
'l'ophct, nor, Tl1e vallt•y of the son of lli1111orn, but, 
The valley of slaughtrr: for they shall bury in Topht·t 
till there Le no pla<·c." (.Jcr. 7: 32) ,frhovah 's judg:. 
mcnt shall he executed, and thereby he will a11nih1late 
all defamers of his name. "Toplict" shull be a gr:lVl'­

yar<l for Satan's <·row<l, mcmol'ia lir.ing the <Ji-.,astron-; 
ct:d of all those who worship 8.itan or willingly prae­
ticc his rcli~ion. As ,Jehovah 'did to Shilol1 ', ~o he \\'ill 
<lo to "Christendom", and he will not permit the 
further exblcnce of the plaec for the prat·ti<'c of hypo­
critical i·eli~ion. Jehovah will show liis strength over 
Satan and all his places of worship. 

28 That the Devil 1·eligion and the willful pr:wt i­
tioners then'of shall he completely wi1ml out is fur­
ther made C<'rtain by the word<> uttered h) the prophet: 
"And the careases of this people shall be meat for 
the fowls of the heaven, and for the bca-;ts of the cart ll; 
and none shall fray them away." (Jer. 7: 3:n 'l'ophPt, 
thereaftc1· hearing the name "The vall('Y of slaugh­
ter", shall be fillc<l so full that there will he no room 
to bury more and none will survive that will give them 
a burial. Jehovah's executioner is in full harmony 
with J chovah and his cxprc~sed \V ord, and will show 
no respect to the religious hypocrites, even to thl' dead, 
but will leave them as dung upon the grou11d to he 
fed upon by f.'arrion fowls, They shall he as the bmq., 
of the field. This fact is further cmphasizrd by t:1c 
prophet, to wit: "And the slain of the Lord shall be 
at that day from one end of the earth e\·cn unto the 
other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, 
neither gathered, nor buried; they shall he dung upon 
the ground. "-Jer. 25: 33. 
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29 The religionists celebrate various feasts in the 
-name of the Lord and which are contrary to God's 
Word and a dishonor to his holy name. Selfishly and 
for commercial purposes the feasts called" Uhristmas" 
and "Easter" arc cclehrated by the r('ligioui..;ts of 
the land of "Chrbten<lom ". The clergy use thc:;c oc­
ca:;ions to collect money for themselves and their or­
ganization, and the mercantile crowd take adrnntage 
of that occasion to sell a mass of worthless junk to 
the people, and to~cthcr they all get drunk on the 
Devil's "wine" and all defame the name of God and 
of Christ. All such abominations will cease in due 
time: "Then will I cause to cea'ic from the cities of 
Judah, un<l from tile streets of .Jerusalem, the voice 
of mirth, and the \"Oice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride; for the land 
Eihall be desolate." (Jcr. 7: 34) The voice of hilarity 
being generally heard on oecasions of weddings of the 
1·cligionists of "Chrbtcn<lom" Will also cease. The 
hilarious \'Oicc heard on church holidays will cease. 
The only joy that will survive will be the "joy of the 
Lord", tl1e joy of. the bri<lc ancl the Bl'idegroom, of 
tho<>e who praise the name of Jehovah Go<l. (John 
a: 29) The Lord Jesus states that up to the time of 
the occasion of Jehovah's expressed wrath, that is, 
"his strange act," there will be marrying and giving 
in marriage in "Christendom", with no heed being 
given on the part of religionists to tho Word of God. 
(l\laU. 24: 38, 39) The facts today fully corroborate 
thc~e prophetic words. At Armageddon "Christen­
dom" will become a waste and totally joyless. Jeho­
vah has no pleasure in "Christendom", because it is 
on the si<le of Satan and tums the people away from 
God and hi'> grueious provision for them. 

ao JehO\·ah used Jeremiah to do a prophetic work 
nnd to deliver a prophetic message foretelling what 
he would b1 ing to pa<>s in the far distant future upon 
the people who were pictured by the unfaithful Israel­
ites. The lst·aclitcs, led by the priests or clergy of that 
day, ha<l forsaken the commandments of God and 
adopted the practice of religion based upon the teach­
ings of selfish men and originating with the Devil. 
'fhose clergymen were followed by many others who 
also had become religionists. Did the preaching of the 
Lord's message by Jeremiah appear to those religion­
ists as a "strange work" Y Did the future calamity 
that came upon Jerusalem at the hand of Almighty 
Go<l, and which Jeremiah had prophesied, appear as a 
"strange act" 1 Both the work au<l the act foretold 
applied to the religionists and to those religionists 
appeared as so fanciful and far-fetched, so strange, as 
to be unworthy of serious consideration. It is the same 
with 1·cfcrence to "Christendom". Note now what 
followed, in support of this conclusion. 

W ARNI:SG TO THE PEOPLE 
81 At this point it appears to be entirely appropriate 

to give attention to what appears at the 26th chapter 

of Jeremiah's prophecy, which prophecy should be 
earcfully read and considered. Some historical facts 
are here appropriate to be rewunted. The time is fixed 
by the date of the reign of the king. "In the beginning 
of the reign of Jchoiakim, the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, came this word from the Lord, saying." (Jcr. 
2G: 1) Referring now to the historical record, note 
this: "And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son 
of Josiah king in the room [place or stead} of .Josiah 
bis father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, anJ 
took Jehoahaz [the wicl;cd brother whom Pharaoh put 
down and replaced with Jehoiakim] away: and he 
[Jchoahaz] came to Egypt and <lied there. ,\nd .Je­
hoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but 
be taxed the land to give the money accordin~ to the 
commandment of Pharaoh : he exacted the sil \'Cr and 
the gold of the people of the land, of every one ac­
eor<liug to hi<; taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh. 
Jchoiakim was twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign; an<l he reigned eleven years in ,Jem­
&1.lcm: and his mot her 's name was icbudah, ll1e 
<laughter of Pcdaiah of Humah. And he di<l that whi('h 
was evil in the sight of the Lor<l, according to all that 
his fathers had done.' '-2 Ki. 23: 34-37. 

32 It was at that time that .Jehovah gave to Jere· 
miah a !ipccific mc>ssagc to dcll\·cr to the rcligiolllsts 
of Jerusalem. That was before Nchuchad11czzar Wl'l1t 

up against Jehoiakim (which was in his eighth year) 
and made him tributar-y. After three yca1·s of being 
tributary Jchoiakim rebelled. (2 l\i. 24: 1) Dut .Je­
hoiakim became king of Is1·ad wlwn .kr<'rnialt had 
been prcachin~~ eighteen years, whieh was <luring the 
last years of the reign of Josiah the kin~ who SC'l'vc<l 
Jehornh. In order that the grave danger with whi<'h 
Jeremiah found himscl f confronkcl may be seen and 
appreciated, note some of the hi-;forical faets recorded 
in the 26th chapter: "And Jchoiakim the king sent 
men into Egypt [to which Jehoiakim was then tribu­
tary or subordinate], namely, Elna than the son of 
Achbor, and certain men with him into Egypt: and 
they fetehed forth Urijah [the proph<'t] out of I<:g-ypt, 
and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king, who slew 
him with the swor<l, and cast his dead body into the 
graves of the common people. "-Jer. 26: 22, 23. 

33 It appears this lii<>torical fact was brought to the 
attention of others and pnhlicly announced, and tht're­
fore must haYc come to the attention of Jeremiah. He 
would know that to deliver the message now received 
by him from the Lord would put hi-; life in jeopardy. 
But <lid that deter Jeremiah from obeying the J,ord 1 

34 All of the Israelites were admitted to the outer 
court of the temple; and it wns there ,Jeremiah was 
directed to stand and speak: "Thus saith the Lord, 
Stand in the court of the Lord's houc;c, and speak unto 
all [the people who there appeared, from] the cities of 
Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's hou~e, 
all the words that I command thee to speak unto them; 
diminish not a word.'' -J er. 2G : 2. 
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&$Before taking hi<> stand in that place and deliv­
ering the message of the Lord, did Jeremiah first 
apply to the king or his officers for a permit to go and 
thus testifyT He did not, because the Lord had not 
so iustruetcd him and he 'ms there to ob<:y the Lo1·d. 
God sent bis prophet to do what he was told to do. For 
a like "offense" of delivering a me-;<;age the king had 
eauscd "Lrijah to be killed, b<'cause that prophet in 
speaking had "shoekcd the religious susceptibilities" 
of the big rdigiow~ leaders among the Jews. A definite 
precedent for Jehov:ih 's witnesses is here fixed hy tl1e 
positive course taken by Jeremiah. In the days of the 
apostles they followed the same precedent when they 
t:mid to the ofiicers of the law: ''We on~ht to obey God 
rather than men." (Acts 5: 29) Jehovah did not di­
reet Jcrl.'miah to J..-'O inside the temple and harangue 
the people thf:.'rc, but lie told him to stand in the 
court where all the people would come and pa!:><;, 
r,oing in nn<l comiuq out. This show<> that Jehovah's 
witne~scs are not to go into the house of the religionists 
nml there to argue with them, but they arc to go out 
nmon~ the }lcoplc that atlPH<l sul'h religious meetings 
nn<l that !<.11J1port organized religion, and inform them 
of Jchovab"s flllrJH~e. warning them of his impen<lin~ 
''stran:~c a1•t ". 'l'oil:iy the relig-iouists harangue the 
people hy usiu~ the radio, and it is presumed that 
some of the J"('li~ions pl':ll'titioncrs hear the radio in 
their home. It i"l 1·i~lit an<l proper that J ehornh 's wit­
JlcSS('s u.-.e the radio to transmit the mr%a!!c of Go<l 
to the people, altho11~h the lliernrd1y vigorously op­
pos<·s them in the n-;() thr.•1·eof. It is in harmony with 
the f.;orcl's t"ommandmcnt that Jehovah's witnesses 
enll at the homc·s of those who support the reliQ"ious 
organizations us well as those who uttm<l, and there 
pre.sent the messa~c of Jehovah. J c·sus an<l his apostles 
followed this eoursc (Acts 20: 20), and that of itself 
fixes the proper rule by which the servants of God 
are to be guided al the present time. 

"Jcho\·ah commanded Jeremiah to "speak unto 
all" the people of the various towns or cities that came 
to worship at the temple. Originally that was the 
Lord's house, but in Jeremiah's time had been made 
a house of mt>rchandisc, an<l therefore it was, at lho 
time Jeren1iah tc~tificd, the house of tho Lord in name 
only, but 1tot in truth and in fact. The Ju<leans looked 
upon that house or temple as the bulwark or guarantee 
to them again~1 an national calamities. In this day 
1 he politieian<> and the merchants an<l rnilitari<>t!' look 
upon "the churC'h ", and particularly the Vatican, as 
a guarantee of safety to them and as a warrant to 
can·y on thefr cruel work. All the nations of ''Chris­
tendom" .have their chaplains, who arc the rcligion­
fats hil'cd to serYe with the armies and navit'S. The 
ruling powers and their supportrrs look to their re­
li~ious organizations and religious practitioners for 
some benefit and as a safeguard against evil. Tho 
church 01-ganizations, that is, the religious praet ition­
ers, all claim to be patriotic and to faithfully support 

the respective nations. Thry participate in the politics 
of the nations and meddle in the political affairs, and 
they use religion and their "church" hou~es as a 
certain kind of hoodoo-chaser, but none of them truly 
wish for the kingdom of Christ. On the contrary, thry 
fight against the king<lom or anything that prrtain-;; 
to the rule of the world by Christ .Jesus. They go 
through forms of worship in a house which they call 
"the house of God", that men may see their apparent 
devoutness, and thereby others arc attracted to such 
places of assembly, hoping they also may get some 
of the henC'fif. 

87 Go<l's instruction to Jeremiah was mandatory, 
and the prophc•t ha<l no alternative. Says the Lor<l: 
'' Sprak ... all the wor<ls that I command thee to 
speak unto them." Jeremiah would have been d1so1Je­
<li<'nt to Uod had he gone to the king or to the rourt 
ol'iiccrs or the prie~ts in charge of the templr, or to 
anyone else, and asked for a permit or lif'en<.;e to 
prem•h or deliver the message whieh the Almighty 
God liatl commanded him to <lc·liver. For the same 
rca<.;on ,frhovah 's witnesses today woul<l Le di-.olJe<limt 
to Uod and to his great prophet, Christ .ll'sus, hy 
applyin2; for a permit or licen-;e to prPa(·h tl1e gospel 
of the bngdom hy going from home to house and 111·­
livering the mrssage. 'J'hc Lord has giV<'ll bis po..,iti\e 
comman<lmrnt that his \', itncsses shall thus pn·a<·h 
and shall ohcy him, arnl a failure to ohey his comnwnd­
ments Jll('ans tlwir complete <lestrurtion.- .. \ct<; 3: 23. 

38 Fnrthcrmore Cod said to Jeremiah: "Srwak," 
and "dirni11ish not a w01·<l"; that i'I, do not <ld1vc·r a 
censored nwssagc. Arcol'<ltn~ to Lccscr the tt•xt read<;: 
"Omit not a word (therPof)." .Jeremiah \\:ts 11rohih­
itcd from leaving out a word or permit! in~ a11yo11e 
to censor hi'I m<:ssage. l Ic was not to suhmit a c·opy of 
his speech to the temple hoard or to otlwrs to p:w; 
upon and crn;;or it and cut out cer1 ai11 p:u·t "• \\·h it·h 
parts mig-ht have a tendenC'y to "shock the reli·~ious 
susceptibilities" of the clergy or whir·h might appPar 
"pcrver>,c an<l liable to cause riot". For the same 
reason Jehovah's witnesses, by the Lord's command­
ments, are prohibited from submitting the me-.'>a~e or 
speech to be delh·ere<l to radio censors, to r·ommi~i;ions, 
to clergy or to anyone cl'>c that attempts to cen~or 
that rnr·'i<;ago and to eliminate some parts of it that 
might be objectionable to religionists. Not even Jere­
miah hi1m;clf was to rcnsor that message for any rca..,on 
whatsoewr. 'l'he Lord Go<l has comman<lcd J chovah 's 
witnesses to speak and has put in his Word what they 
shall speak, and for them to a<;k for 1wnnis,ion or to 
submit to censorship "·ould be a direct Yiolation of 
God's commandmrnt. Fear of bodily injmy, or the 
desire for the a<lmiration of men or a 'good neighbor­
ly' feeling, or 'national patriotism', so called, or any­
thing else, must not he permitted to hinder the full 
obedience> to God's commandment. Noth in~ \\'ould he 
an excu~c or jmtiflration for putting on the soft pednl 
or omitting certain parts of the message of truth. 
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Jehovah's witnesses must undersh:md that they have 
no right, power or authority to diangc or substitute 
anything of God's message. Whether the meso;;ag~ 

offends or pleases men is not for them to consider. The 
mCAAage of truth is not the mt_'!"sa;!c of any man, but 
is God's message, and it is cn'l.irely abo;;urd to c\·en 
think of refraining from doing what the Almighty 
God. has commanded in order to please men or insti­
tutions, or to ask selfish, imix-rfcet men for a permit 
or a license to <lo what the Almighty God has com­
manded shall be done. Jehovah's witnesses are not 
to act in a belligerPnt way. They should do nothing to 
unnccc~-sarily provoke opposition, Lut th<'y should with 
calmness, with sobriety, without fear, and with bold­
ness, declare the message of truth, regardless of what 
any creature may say or do about it. The apostle Paul 
was a striking example of one w-ho followed this rule. 
E\"crywhcrc Paul went the religionists oppuscd him 
and inflicted upon him bodily harm because of his 
faithfulness. Recounting the many persecutions which 
he had suffered Paul said: "I k'~pt back nothing that 
wa.~ profitaLlc •.. , but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and from home to house, ... 
And now, bf'hol<l, I go bound iu the spirit unto ,Jcru­
~alt>m, not knowing the thin~ that shall befall me 
there: .•• For I have not shunned to declare unto 
you all the counsel of God." (Acts 20: 20-27) Christ 
Jesus suffered for telling the tm1 h. The proplwts bc­
fol'C him had tlmq suffcrrd. The apostles, and espe­
cially Paul, suffered great indignities; and why should 
Jehovah's witnesses expect to olicy the f,ord in this 
day without being subjected to a like unrighteous 
persecution? The duty of Jehovah's witnesses is to 
oliey him. He will take care of the result. 

11' It is to be expected that reli~ionbts will continue 
to persecute the witnesses of the Lord. God will permit 
that, even as he has permitted the Devil to carry on 
his wicked work; but Jehovah cl<'arly declares that 
when his "strange work" is done, in which work 
Jehovah's witnesses now ha,·e a part, then he will 
execute his "strange act", and that will he the end 
of religionists and all others that defame Oo<l 's name. 
Jehovah's witnesses arc therefore privileged to choose 
to avoid suffering now an<l be destroyed by Jehovah, 
or to be faithful to God at this time, suffer persecution 
at the hands of the enemy, nnd receive God's ever­
lasting blessing. It is easy to be seen, therefore, 'the 
fear of man lcadcth into a snare.' 

••Jehovah had purposed the destruction of the city 
of Jcmsalcm, but he would afford the way of escape to 
those individuals there who would repent, that is, 
who would change their course of action. "If so be 
they will hearken and turn every man from his evil 
way, that I may repent me of the C\'il, which I purpoi.c 
to do unto them because of the evil of their doing<;." 
(Jcr. 26: 3) Jehovah knew, of course, that the nation 
of Israel would not repent; but he gave notice to them 
"'f what he would do, and that afforded opportunity 

for all of good will to repent and :find presC'rvation. 
The opportunity was open to every indivi<lual, from 
the king down to the most insignificant bondscrvant, 
and thus God put the responsibility for the destruc­
tion of the city upon those who had such opportunity 
to amend their \vays and who refused to do so. In ful­
fillment of that prophetic picture today Jehovah sends 
his witnesses to serve a warning upon "Christendom", 
knowing full well that ''Christendom'' as a whole 
will not change its course but that there arc in "Chrio;;­
tcn<lom" some persons of sincerity and of good will 
toward God who will hear, change their course of 
action, take their stand on the side of God, and Will 
esc-ape the clay of dcstrnetion which is just at hau<l. 

41 The <loom of Jerusalem and the temple was fixc1l 
and was certain to come. (Jcr. 1:1-3; Bzck. 4:G-S; 
2 Ki. 22: 14-20; 23: 26, 27) For ci~htcen years Jere­
miah had been prcarhi11g the truth to the people. Hy 
sending his prophet to the city and to the temple, there 
to testify, Jehovah was showing the Israelites or Jews 
who willfully, that is, intentionally and knowingly, 
defied God and supported the Devil that their destruc­
tion was certain unless they repented. Jehovah made 
those willful ones identify themselves as his enemies. 
Likewise Jehovah today gives warning and continues 
to warn "Christendom" that her doom is scaled, and 
he is showing up the responsible ones and compelling 
the hypocritical clergy and other religionists of 
"Christendom" to openly identify themselves as 
"goats" worthy of destruction. (Matt. 25: 32, 41-4{j) 
Particularly since l!J22 Jehovah has sent forth his 
witnesses under the leadership of Christ Jrsu<> and 
has giYcn warning to "Chri'itendom ", not that God 
expects the religionists, who knowi11gly defy hi<> \Vor<l, 
to reform, but he affords them the opportunity that 
they may lwvc no excuse; and by willfnlly rejecting 
his message of warning and by their willful opposition 
to the proclamation of his kingdom me'isagc, they 
have demonstrated clearly that they a1·e willingly 
wicked and justly deserving destruction. Within the 
religious organizations of ''Christendom'' there are 
some meek encs who arc of sincere heart and who de­
sire to be taught the right way, and these arc given 
the opportunity to hear the truth and to seek a place 
of safety. As the message delivered by ,Jeremiah shcrns 
the only way of safety, ewn so now Jehovah's mes­
sage sent by him through his faithful witnesses shows 
the only way to protect ion and safety. 

42 Jehovah sends his "itncsses to the people of 
"Christendom", not to convert the world, as the re­
ligionists claim they arc commissioned to do. God's 
witnesses are sent that they may be a witness unto 
his name and to his kingdom. Tl1ereforc Jehovah says: 
"Ye are my witnesses" (Isa. 43: 10-12); ye arc com­
missioned and anointed to declare the day of the 
vengeance of God, that notice and warning may be 
had by those of "Christendom" who have hrard the 
name of God and of his Son. Christ Jesus, the Savior 
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of the world, that is, who have some knowledge of God 
and his Word and claim to ser\'e him. The witnesses 
of Jehovah do not go about pleading with others to 
come and join some organization. 'l'hey do not plead 
with and importune the people to do anything. With 
calm dignity and with fcarlcssnes.'I they declare unto 
the people the message of Jehovah God and point out, 
to those who desire to have life, that God has pro­
vided the way of safety and life through Christ Jesus 
and hi'> kingdom. Jehovah's witnesses make clear to 
the J>eoplc that the message is not that of any man, 
but is God's message, given as a witness to the nations 
and to the people, and that when this message is de­
livered, as commanded, the witnesses have discharged 
their responsibility and therl'after the responsibility 
i·ests upon those who have heard. What Jehovah di­
rected Jeremiah to say, with stronger force applies 
to those witnesses whom Jeremiah pictured. Why 
musl JehovaJ1 's witne!>Ses declare to the people what 
shall soon come to pass 1 

(To be continued) 

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY 
'I! 1. 'Vith l'Cripturcs, cxr1lain whether paHt or prcsl'Ilt work 

einecuJy douc in tlu· name of the Lor<l will have Jehovah's 
approval uru] bk:i~rng. 

'I! 2, 3. How di<l the ,Jc11i1 und thf'ir clergy regard the temple 
antl their 11::lif.{ioull worship l>racticcd tlwrcm 1 \\'hat 11as 

their attitu•le t1111anl J1•su>1' \laming concerning the coming 
(leslructiJn of the 1Pmplc1 Why \las that temple dcstroyetll 
Compare tlu:H'\\tlh tho situatwn in "Christrn<lo111 11

• 

f 4, 5. Show that Jeremiah 5: 26·31 was prophetic of '' Chria· 
tcntlom ''· 

f 6. What did Jehovah do to Shiloh, nnd whyf Of whnt waa 
that typi<·al or prophPtic f . . 

'I 7. What \I ill mark the b1>gu1111ng of Armage<hlon 7 How will 
thhl be aceompli~hed 1 Of wlmt will that uct ho cvi•lcneef 

4( 8, 9. llow did Jehovah bring to paHs the destruction com·ern· 
ing \\hich he gave \\arnmg by lus prophet Jeremiah 1 What 
was picture1l therrinf 

-I 10. Of whom is Isamh 28: 1-4 prophetically declared, and 
\\hyt 

-I 11. 'fo whom is Isaiah 28: 14-18 addressed f How nnd for 
what purpose is that message of forewarning delivered to 
thcmf 

'I[ 12. How hns Jeremiah 1: 16 been having fulfillment t 
11 13-15. Dy \lhom, and bow, in the fulfillment of Jeremiah 

7: 17,18, has Jehovah been provoked to angerf Why have 
thry done thist 

'if 16, li. \\'herein will the religionists :find that they not only 
have provoked Jchrm1h to anger but have 'provoked them· 
selves, to the confusion of their own faces'J Of what 
prophetic significance is the fact that for seTcnty years 
Jerusalem was de~olatc<l of man and beast f 

f 18. Show whetllf'r the religious leaders of '' Christmdom ' 1 

are willfully disobenient to the commandments of God. 
'[ 19, 20. Account for ''Christendom's'' conduct and condit10n 

as foretold at Jeremiah 1: 28. In this connection point out 
the importaMc of the message of warning which Jehovah's 
wituci>scs now are commanded to deliver. 

'I[ 21. What important purpose is served by an understanding 
now of the prophetic position occupicrl by Jeremiah f 

f 22, 23. Why was Jeremiah to speak to Jcrusal1>m the strange 
command and tnl'Ssago as stated nt vers1> 29 f 

, 24. Why did the pril•stly Levites prrmit nliominations to !Jo 
committed in tho houso of the Loni f arnl why <li<l God 
permit itf \\1mt was forPslmllowcd therc•hyf 

'I! 2:>, 2G. •ro what dol'S \l'rse :n refer 1 aml how is this prophe<'y 
fulfillrd in the course taken by the religionists of ''Chris· 
tendom '' today f 

'!\' 27, 28. Explain and apply TersCll 32, 33. 
if 29. How and \\hy will .frhomh <lo to "the cities of Judah" 

as foretold nt vcr~e 34 i 
'I[ 30. "'hat was the nature of tho message "hich Jehovah com· 

mitterl to .Teremiah1 What was the reason for that mes~ago 
and work in his dnvf 

f 31, 32. What facts of importance, anrl pmposc of tho hi'!· 
toliral rccor<l, nre s!'cn at Jeremiah 2G: 1 and 2 Kings 
23: 31·37f At Jeremiah 2G: 22,23! 

'if 33, 34. Show tlmt ohP<li1>nce to ,Jchov1th 'a commandment 
(.Jer. 20: 2) r<'<p1ire<l strnng faith aml courage, 

'I 3:>, :Hi. \\'hat important inHI ruction for ,J<'hovalt 's witnr~8<'~ 

is sren in the commandment to Jl•rpmrnh (26: 2) an1l thn 
positirn course taken l>y him f Cito iurth<'r out~tant!111g 

examples of rcrord of faithfulness of Go•l '11 sC'n:rntH. 
'\'hnt at tho preHt•nt ti111<1 \lllS pictured hy ' 1 the Lonl 's 
house'' and JPrl'miah 's hcing toM to ''st anti in the rom t '' 
thNcof. In his 'Hprakmg unto all the t'itiP~ of .Juclah'f 

f 37, :!8. Apply the Lord's in~trnrtion there giH•n to .Tt•n•miah: 
"Speak ••. all the \1onls that 1 ro111111an1l thee to ~peak 
unto them; duninish not a wor<l. 11 Cite ot ht•r ci.ampkh of 
:faithful performance of duty under opposition an•l pcr:,e· 
cution, tho reror<l of whkh .Td1ovah has provided for his 
faithful !!Prmnts now on earth. 

f 39. What may God's faithful servants now expert at the 
hands of tho reliqion1sts, nnd whyt What are Jchovr.J1 's 
witncsoes now priv1l<'gc1l to choosef 

'I 40-42. What purpose 1s Been in Jehovah's wortls nt .JerC'JJllal1 
26: 3, in \iPW of the then already detprrnined <loom of 
Jerusalem 7 Compare the message delivctcd liy ,Tcn•miah, 
nnd the purpose for \\hich it was gncn, with that pro· 
claimed liy those whom Jeremiah there pictured. 

MONEY 

JEHOVAH'S servant Ezekiel prophesied: "Vio­
le;ice is risen up into a rod of wickedness; none 
of them shall remain, nor of their multitude, nor 

of any of theirs; neither shall there be wailing for 
them. The time is come, the clay draweth near; let 
not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn ; for wrath 
is upon all the multitude thereof. "-Ezek. 7: 11, 12. 

Never has the commere>e of the world been so af­
fected as in this present day. Particularly the small 
dealers are sorely oppressed, and their business is be­
ing wiped out; and the day of the larger ones is rapid­
ly drawing on. It ls the time when violence has risen 
up into a rod of wickedness that controls the peoples 
of the nations. 

Existing conditions in "Christendom" to< lay arc 
perplexing beyond measure to those who ]mow not au<l 
who refuse to hear the 'Vord of the J~ord. 'rhcsc try 
to make themscl\'es believe that their business will get 
better; but it will not. ' (For the seller shall not rct urn 
to that which is sold, although they were yet alfrc; 
for the vision is touching the whole multitude thereof, 
which shall not return; neither shall any strcngthl'n 
himself in the iniquity of his life. 11 (Ezek. 7: 1:3) 
There is no advantage to the seller in again po<;scssin~ 
that which is sold, in order that he might sell it again, 
because the pe>ople have nothing with which to buy. 
The commncial situation continues to grow worse, the 
suffering o.f the people increases, and the clergy falsdy 
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tell the people that God is sending these calamities 
upon them because of their unfaithfulnc<;s to "organ­
ized Christianity". Satan is the one chiefly responsible 
for the terrible conditions now existing, and he is 
causing his agtnts, the clergy, to falsely charge God 
therewith, in order that the people may be turned 
away from Jel1ovah. The commercial situation con­
tinues to grow worse and the people continue to suffer, 
and their suffering will increase. 

"'l'he principal of the flock," meaning the rich and 
the mighty and the favored ones, have relied upon 
their wealth nn<l power to protect and sustain them 
nnd to carry them through any trouble that might 
come, but th<'y are doomed to complete disappoint­
ment. They baYe "hca1)('{l treasure together for the 
last days" and think thereby that they have a great 
adrnntage and are safe. Heretofore the mighty and 
the rich have l.ieen able to buy their way through. 
When they g<·t into a difficult situation money ic; freely 
use<l. It was Satan who invented the slogan· "l\loney 
talks"; and hi'> agents use this slogan and prove its 
effectin~nc"s. They have freely resorted to briberies 
and hnve b<'en able to buy their way through times 
of distress, but the wrath of Jehovah Oo<l will not be 
}>la<'ah.'<1 nor his hand be held hack by their filthy lucre. 

Now the ullratich control the money and the food 
supply, nn<l they control the goYernments. The cries 
of the starving ones, who have really produced the 
wealth of the world, are heard throughout the land, 
and many are lx•gging for bread. Big Business, work­
ing behind the throne of vi-;ihle power, commands that 
1 he starving shall not be feel from the cxcherp1cr of 
the government. Democracy hn<i <'<'Used to exist, and 
g<H'ernments are in fact paternalistic so far as they 
oppress and rob the c.-hildren thereof. 

Just at this time there are millions of people in 
Ameri<'n, the land of plenty, who are starving for food 
and \\"ho will eontinue to stan·e unlc-;s chari1a1Jly in· 
clined people will relieve them. The cries of the suffer­
ing, laboring ones, however, have reached the cars of 
the God of war, and he fr not unmindful of these 
crks; a11cl now he hares his arm for battle and, when 
it comes to the mon<:-y of Big Business, that will avail 
them nothing. The oppressors of the people God will 
wipe out. "All hands shall he feeble, and all knees 
shall be weak as water. They shall also gird themselves 
with sackcloth, and horror shall cover them; and shame 
shall be upon all fa('es, and baldness upon all their 
heads. 'l'hey slmH cast their silver in the streets, and 
their gold shall be removed; their silver and their gold 
shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the 
wrath of the Lord; they shall not satic;fy their souls, 
neither fill their bowels; because it is the stumbling­
hloek of their iniquity." (Ezekiel 7: 17-19) "The love 
of money is the root of all evil" and is a stumbling­
bloek to all who have set their affections therron. The 
telTible day is adrnncing to a climax, and there is no 
escape therefrom. 

The statesmen, otherwise called "political rulers", 
are even now at their wits' end. They cast about for 
some means of saving the ship of state, but their ac­
tions are those of a drowning man. Says Jehovah by 
his prophet: "The king [the chief ones among the 
rulers] shall moum, and the prince [the lesser ones 
among the ruling powers] shall be clothed with dlso­
Jat ion, an cl the hands of the people [that support the.-;e 
ruling powers] shall be troubled: I will do unto 1hcm 
after their way, and according to their deserts will I 
judge them; and they shall know that I am the Lord." 
(7: 27) Armageddon is Jehovah's fight; he will give 
uo quarter to the enemy and his supporters. 

Thm:e who have been the favored ones among the 
governments of "Christendom" will seek in vain for 
sheltrr and protection. "In that day a man shall <'a~t 
his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which thry 
made each one for himself to worship, 1o the molrs, 
and to the bats; to go into the <'lefts of the rocks, and 
mto the tops of the ragged rock<;, for fear of the Lord, 
and for the glory of his maj<>sty, whm he ariseth to 
shake terribly the earth. "-Isa. 2: 20, 21. 

Ev<·n at the present time, and before the clerµ-y 
completely disappear, some still rely upon thC'm and 
seek a word of consolation from tl1<·rn, but fi11<] none, 
because the clergy have nothing for the pcrpll'xed, and 
no eon-.olat.ion to give them. The clcrgymrn know nut 
God and his Word; and if they ewr lrncw his Word, 
they have gone too far now in their course of wiclml­
ne~s, and they will nut seek to mHkr,,tand and cannot 
under-;tand it. "'l'hcn shall they seek a vi<;ion of the 
prophet [clergy J : hut 1 he law [ Wonl of Gu(l] shall 
perish from tho priest, and co1msPI from the anci<>nts 
[elders]." (Ezek. 7: 26) That means that those who 
now hypocritically claim to represent the l1ord will 
find no words of consolation for sufl'crin~ humankind. 

God's law he caused to be written hy :\lose<;." Chris· 
tendom" boastfully claims to have fo<;hioned her laws 
after the law of Moses, and she points with pride to 
her "splendid" laws. The everlasting C'ovenant of 
God, made with Noah (Gen. !J: 1-G), declarec; lite 
sacredness of human life and is cmlJodied in the law 
of God written by Moses. This covenant all "Christcu­
dom" has broken and trampled under foot, an1l has 
spit upon it with contempt. Says God's prophet: 
"l\Iake a chain [that is to say, bind yourselves to­
gether in leagues and compacts, chain stores, chain 
hanks, and other organizations by which the people 
arc oppressed and exploited] : for the lanll is full of 
bloody crimes, and the city is full of violence." ( Ezck. 
7: 23) The "chain" or combines betwren the ecele­
siastics, Big Bu~incss and bootleggers will avail them 
nothing. Their combined effort to enforee the Prohi­
bition law failed in the land of America and has filled 
the land with all manner of c1·ime and violence. :\I 11-
lions of money were spent in the abortive a1.ternpt to 
enforce this unholy law, while the political powers 
that manipulated the machinery refused to appro-
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priate one dollar for feeding the starving people. Such 
a course of action drives meu to desperation and in­
creases crime and violence in the land, and it is ever 
on the increase. 

In 1928 the clergy of America, by and through the 
public press, cried out: 'GiYe the world the Kellogg 
Peace Pact for Christmas.' They continue to cry, 
"Peace, peace: when there is no peace." Says Jeho­
Yah : ''Though they cry in mine cars with a loud voice, 
yet will I not hear them." (Ezek. 8: 18) Jehovah will 
declare no truce with the Devil's organization. He is 
marching to war and will not back <lown. '' Destruc­
tion cometh ; and they shnll seek peace, and there shall 
be none. "-Bzek. 7: 2.:J. 

Jesus prophesied that Armageddon wil1 be the worst 
tribulation that ever came upon the world, and that 
it shall completely wrc<'k the hypocritical organiza­
tion that Satan has buil<lcd up. The prophecy of 
Ezekiel reads: "Whci·efore I will bring the worst of 
the heathen I nations), and they &hall possess their 
houses; I will also make the pomp of the strong to 
cease; and their holy places shall be ddilc<l." ( Ezck. 
7: 24) This cannot ~fer to the nations called "hea­
then", sueh as the Ilintlus, and Chinese, and l\Ioham­
medans. These arc not the worst of the nations, hecause 
God declares that hy1x1eritil'al "Christendom 11 is the 
worst of all. 

The word h<'re translated "ht'athcn" means na­
tions. Go<l 's organization is his chosen nation. When 

...Armageddon is over, it will be rcco~ni;r,(•<l that the 
organi7.ation of Jehovah is the "worst" thing that 
ever came ngainst Satan's organization, and therefore 
they will realize that God has seut agaiust them that 
which is the very worst for them. 'l'he Lord by his 
organization will make a clean swc·ep of hypocritical 
"Christcnclom", and the frightfulncs.'l of the military 
forces of Satan's o~ani;r,ation will be nothing com­
pared to the fright tbat .Jehovah's organization wm 
give the Devil's crowd. ''They shall know that I am 

the Lord." Jehovah will make his name to be feared 
in all the earth, and all 5hall come to know that Jeho­
vah is the God eternal, the God almighty, whose power 
is irresi~tible. 

Jehovah has favored his covenant people with a 
knowledge of his purposes and has lai<l upon the 
elders (that is, the mature ones in Christ) the obliga­
tion of feeding and instruct in~ others in his W or<l. 
( 1 Pct. 5: 2) The Lord is using and has used 1'/w 
l\' atclttower from its foundation as his channel of 
communication to and between his people; and during 
the past few years 7'1ie ll' atclitower has repeatedly 
called attention to Satan's wicke<l organizatiou. In the 
face of all this, however, there have been certain i.o­
called "elders", wise in their own minds, who have 
not been per:,uaded that the I>evil has an organization 
at all. 'At lca~t,' say they, 'we should go easy and 
say nothing ahout the clergy and their allico;; in the 
organization that controls the world.' The policy of 
these "ciders'' is to speak softly, 'that even the c:let·gy 
might be won over to the J-'ord 's side.' Sorn<' of the 
weaker ones who dcsfre to hear nothing a~ai11-;t the 
clergy say, in substance: 'Our oh.lest elders, who arc 
most fully dc\·clopcd in the Lord, say nothing nhout 
the Dc,·il 's orgauization; then why shou lil thc~e 

younger ones, who ha\·e recC'ntly been bt·o1q.~ht to a 
knowledge of the truth, say anything against them 
and others of the organization of this world?' 

The Society has hecn scverC'ly critiC'ized berause of 
the plain statrmen1s made in 1'/ie l\'atclitou:cr a11<l 
in its other pu hi ieat ioni. conecm ing Satan's organ ila­
tion. Tlwse publieations, however, mu:-.t tell the trn1 h, 
or else they will <·case to be u~cd by the Lord. L1•t 
those who have objected to a11y speech or p11blientio11 
about Satan's organization an<l the variouo;; clements 
thereof give consideration to the eighth chapter of 
Ezekiel's prophery. If they believe what the 8crip­
turcs say, and if they understand the commi..,-;io11 C:od 
has given to hi.s covenant lWop\c, 1.hcn \ct them take 
the proper attitude toward Satan's organization. 

RESURRECTION FROM HELL 

I N THE English transfation of the Greek manu­
script of the Bible, "hell" is used to translate 
three Greek words, each having a different mean­

ing. These words are geltenna, hades, and tartaroo. 
The Greek word yelre11na is found in this statement 
by Jesus. namely: "If thine eye offend thee, pluck it 
out: it is bc.tter for thee to enter into the kingdom of 
God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast 
into hell fire [geliemta] : where their worm dicth not, 
and the fire is not qucnehcd. 11

-~lark 9: 47, 48. 
Again Jesus used the same word geliewna, in this 

text:" .And fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell [gehcnna].'' 

(l\Iatt. 10: 28) Herc he plainly says that gcltcnna, 
translatC'd "hell", means dcstnwtion. One man mii . .d1t 
kill another one, and the one killed would be rc:-,ur­
reeted in due time; but if God de5troys him He would 
<lestroy his very right to existence, and then there 
would be for him no resurrection. 

The Grrc·k word hades, translated "hell", means 
the condition of death from which there shall be a 
re&urrection. Gehenna means a condition of death 
from whirh there shall be no r<':-.urrcction. 

In Jesus' day the clergy were his real enemies, al­
though they claimed to represent Jehovah Go<l. They 
were hypocrites, misrepresenting Jehovah mid mis­
leading the people. He plainly told them that they 
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were the servants of the Devil. (,John 8: 44) After be 
had entered the temple and driven out the money 
changers, he delivered a discourse to the Pharisees and 
others of the elcrg~· of that time, and in that conntt­
tion he said to them: "Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell!" 
(Matt. 23: ~~3) The word ychenna is the Greek word 
here used, and translated "hell". The<>e men had 
sinned against light. They knew that Jei>us 'Vas the 
l\Jcs.<;iah, and yet they persecuted him and sought to 
hill him. Because they had this light, and persistoo 
in sin, he was asking them the question, How is it 
possible for you to escape eternal destruction T­
IIeb. 6 : 4-6. 

'l'hc Greek word tartaroo is rendered in the English 
Dible by the words "cast down to hell". There is no 
reason why this shoul<l he construe<l as meaning s 
place of eons<'ious torment. The i>eripture refers to tile 
ahast'<l condition of the wicked angels who had re­
hcllc<l with Satan and who materialized as giants on 
c:arth in 1'\oah 's day. The offcJHliug angels were aba&cd 
a11d sent into the condition represented by "chains 
of darkness". 

The apostle Peter (2: 2: 4) writes: "God spared 
not the augels that sinned, but cast them down to hell 
and delin·rr<l them into chains of darlrne~s, to be 
reserved unto ju<lgmmt." The apostle J udc writes: 
"And the angels whirh kept not tlwir first estate, 
hut left t iwir own hahita t ion, he ha th re<;crved in 
cverlasl ing chains, uwlcr <larlmess, unto the judg­
ment of the great <lay." (.Ju<le G) The thought con­
\'cyed i'i that they were abased before all the hcavrnly 
creatiou and were sent into that condition there lo 
await final <lisposit ion in the judgment. Undouhtedly 
the cx1n·e-;'iion "chains of darkness'' ha-> reference to 
the n'strained condition without light on Uod 's pur­
pose OJ' light of his favor.-1\Iatt. 22: 1:i; 25: 30; 
Ps. 20: 5. 

Jehovah God declares that he will punish the wick­
ed, and that the punishment shall he eternal. The 
clergy try to make it appear that eternal punishment 
and eternal tortm·e arc one and the same thing. 'l'hey 
•~re not. Drath is the hi~hest penalty known to the 
law of any land. No punishment could he greater than 
complete <lc·struction. Such is the punishment that. 
Uod will rnflict upon the willfully wicked. It is writ­
ten (Ps. 14:>: 20) : "All the wicked will lie destroy." 
Ile will punish the wicked with everlasting destrue­
tion.-2 'l'hess. 1 : 9. 

The Devil is the chief one amongst the wicked. God 
will ultinrntely destroy the Devil. (Heh. 2: 14) De­
struct iou of the willfully wicked is not fiendish, but 
is an act of justice and love on the part of .Jehovah. 
The wicked, if permitted to exist forever, would be a 
dishonor to God's name and a menace to creatures 
who love Jehovah, and would be of no value to tlH'm­
sclvcs; therefore their destruction is in harmony with 

and consistent with Jehovah. Such is punishment, but 
is not torment. 

There are degrees of punishment. If a man robs a 
house and is convicted he suffers punishment by im­
prisonment for a stated period of time. If he murders 
a man his punishment is death. In the one case his 
punishment is for a stated period; in the other case 
it is lasting or everlasting. When God destroys the 
wicked it will be everlasting destruction, from which 
there is no resurrection. It is therefore eternal or 
"everlasting destruction". 

The Scriptures therefore establish beyond a ques­
tion of <loubt that the billions of people who ha\'e <liecl 
from Adam until now are dcacl, unconsciom, and 
therefore know not anything. Is there hope that they 
:::hall live agaiti? Yes. To provide for their Jh·in~ ngain 
is the very purpose of God's arrangement conct·rniug 
man, and to girn them hope is his purpose in bringing 
them to a knowledge of the truth. Jn his due time Uod 
will open the way for these bill ions of dead to live 
again. 

It is illuminating to take note of some Scriptural 
texts proving that God speaks of the dead a'l though 
they were asleep. l\Io<;es was faithful as a scn·ant or 
God. "And the Lord said unto :Jloscs, Br hold, thou 
shalt sleep with thy fathrrs.'' Allam was the father 
of the lrnmnn raec aud therefore one of ~.To»e';' fa tlwrs. 
If Adam went to eternal torment, then l\Ioses did also. 

The Lord told David what was to take pince with 
refrrcncc to him, and thl'n said:" And when thy days 
he fulfilled, ... thou shalt &h•t•p with thy fat hers." 
(2 Sam. 7: 12) Again it is v;rittm cot1Cerni11g David: 
"Por I>avi<l, after he had served his own gPnc•ration 
by the will of God, fell on &lcrp, a11d was laid unto his 
fathers, and saw corruption." (Acts 13: 3G) When 
David was in great di'itress he feared lc'>t he should 
die, and in his sorrow he prayed unto Ood: '' Co11sider 
and hear me, 0 Lord my God; lighten mine eyes, lest 
I sleep the sleep of <lea th. "-Ps. 13: 3. 

Lazarus of llethany, a brother of l\fary and l\Jartha, 
with whom Jesus had oftpn visited and whom he loved, 
hceame sick and <lied. Jesus tucw that Lazams waq 
dead, but his disciples <lid not know it. Jrsus, speaking 
of his death, said to thC'm: "Our friend Lazarus sleep­
cth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep,'' 
Kot understanding at the time what he rn<•ant, his 
disciple" said: "Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 
Howbeit Jesus spake of his <leath: but they thought 
that he had spoken of taking of rest in sl<'ep. Then said 
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. "-John 
11: 11-14. 

Jrsus and his disciples then proceeded to Bethany, 
where Lazarus had died. Arriving there they found 
his sisters weeping for sorrow. At that time Lazarus 
Jrnd been dead four <lays and buried in the graYc, 
bound with gravcclothe<;, as was the custom then. 
Lazarus was a good man; Lut he was not in hl'avcn, 
as the preachers would make it appear. Nor was he in 
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a place of torment or in "purgatory". He was in the 
grave, in the condition of death, or in hell, as the 
Bible uses that word. Jesus went to the tomb, which 
'vas closed with a large i.ione; and causing the stone 
to be l'olled away, he called to Lazarus and awakened 
him out of death. "And he that was <lead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his faee 
was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, 
Loose him, and let.him go. "-John 11: 44. 

It was cm that oecasion that Jesus said to Martha: 
"I am the resurrection, and the life: he that helieveth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he lh·e: and 
whosoewr liveth an~l bclievcth in me shall never die. 
Believe~ thou this!" (John 11: 25, 26) Jesus was 
here stating the grt•ut truth that into his hand<> Jeho­
vah God had committed all power to awaken the dead 
and that in due time God would bring forth the dead 
by him. The awakening of Lazarus was but a sample 
of what God through Christ ,frsus in due time will do. 
Concerning this Jesus tc-;tified, saying: "Verily, 
vc1·ily, I say unto you, The hour cometh, and now is, 
when the d<>ad shall hear the voice of the Son of God; 
and they that hear shall live. "Jar\'cl not at this: for 
the hour rometh in whi<·h all that are in the tombs 
shbll hear bi;; voice, and shall come forth ; tlwy that 
hnc done good, unto the l'CSU!'l'eetion of life; and 
they th:it have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
judgment. "-,John G: 2:;, 28, 2!'J, ft. I'. 

These scriptures arc conclusive in provin~ that the 
dead are wholly uncons('ious, and that in Uod ·s due 
time throu;;h Christ the dcnd shall be uwakcnC'd. 

Rcsurrttticm means a :-:tandi11~ up again unto life. 
The awakenin'.~ of the dc::d is but the he~inning of the 
resurrcetion. 'l'hosc who will compose the new creation 

,,..m experience an instantaneous resurrection, being 
changed to life and immortality. The billions of people 
who are dead and in their tombs will be awakened out 
of death for trial and judgment, and therefore the 
resurrection or bringin~ up of the people to life in its 
fullnes<> will be a gradual work. 

"'ithout the resurrettion of the dead the ransom 
sacrifice of ,Jesus would be of no avail. IIaYing in mind 
that four thousand years prior to his death and resur­
rection mm had been going into the graw, it is mani­
fest that the ransom sarrifiee provided by .Je<>us' death 
could be of no benefit to those who were then deacl un· 
less they should be awakened out of death. The awak­
ening of all sueh out of the sleep of death, nnd givi11·~ 
them a fair trial for life, is consistent with every other 
part of the diYine purpose, and i'> just what should 
be expected of the great loving Jehovah. 

If the clergymen were right in their l'Onclusions that 
the destiny of everyone is fixed at death, that the 
good go to hc:wen and that the evil go to "pmgatory'' 
or to torment, then why sh011ld there he a 1·c..,1uTectio11 
at all 1 All the scriptures that speak of the awakening 
of the drn<l are meaning-le~s if the dead arc already 
conscious in heaven, "puq.,ratory" or hell. The Sc1·ip­
ture" therefore flatly ront radict the theory of tile 
clergy. The &trange thin!{ is that the Devil has i:.o Ion~ 
succeeded in blinding the people to the truth and in 
inducing thC'm to accept the false clctg-y tea('h ill•!'>. 

There is nothing more wonderfully and brnutifully. 
taught in the Bible than the doctri11c of the l'<'<;Urrec~­

tion of the dead. It shows a reason for the death of 
Christ Je~us, the beloved Son of Cod, awl why <:od 
rai-:ed him out of death. It i<> a manife•;tat ion of God ·s 
loving-kindness towar<l the human family. 
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