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“Andall thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Ligiak 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from evcrlasting
to cverlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his ercatures; that the Logos wos the beginning of
his creation, and his active agent in the creation of all things;
that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, clothed
with all power in heaven and earth, aud the Chief Executive
Officer of Jehovah.

THAT GOD ercated the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man willfully
disobeyed Gud’s law and was scntenced to death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all wankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
exalted him to heuven sbove every ereature and above every
name and clotked him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAII'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thercof und is the
rightfol King of the world; that the snointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah's organizution, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jchovah, declare
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD las ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
hag been placed hy Jchovah upon his thirone of authority,
has oosted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ, whirh has now begun; that tle lord’s next great
act is the destruetion of Satun’s organization and the cstab-
Jishment of righteousness in the carth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall live
on carth forever,

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling

the people to know Jehovah (God and his purposes us

expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction
specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses and all peopls
of good will, It arranges systematic Bible study for its rcaders
and the Society supplics other literature to aid in such studies.
It publislies suitable material for radio broadeasting and for
other means of public instruction in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances. It is entirely frec and separate from all parties, sccts
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah QGod under Christ
his beloved King. It 18 not dogmatie, but invites careful
and ecritical examination of its contents in the light of the
Seriptures. It does mot indulge i controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATES, $1.00; CANW\DA AND MISCELLANEOUS I'OREIGN,
$150; GUEAT DRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTIH AFRICY, Ts.
Amerean teunttanees should be made by Postal or Express Money
Order or by Bank Draft, (iadian, Dritish, South Afriean and
Austialasian remittances shonld be made dirert to the respective
branch efiiccs. Remittances from countries other than those men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn oflice, but by Internationul
Postal Money Order only,

ForeieN OFFICES

British ., . ... ... 834 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, Enzland

Canadian . . . . . . 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada

Australasian . . 7 Dereaford Road, Strathfictd, N, 8, W,, Au-tralia

South African ., .. .. Doston Ilouse, Cape Town, South Afilcn
Please address the Soclety in cvery case.

(Translations of this journal appesr in several languages.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of Infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unible to pay the sub-eription priee
may have The Wuatchionecr fice upon written application to the
publi~bhers, made once each )ear, stating the reason for o 1¢-
questing it, We are giad to thus ald the necdy, but the written
application once each ycar jy required by the postal regulations,

Notice fo Subseribers* Acknowledzment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested, Change of address,
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) wiil
be sent with the journal onc month before the subscription expires.

Entcred as second-class matter at the post ofice at Brooklyn, N. Y.,
undcr the Act of March 8, 1370,

“KING OF KINGS”

The next testimony period, Octuber 2-10 inclusive, will be
world-wide, coextensive with the carthly rcalm of the King of
kings, nfter whose title the period is pamed. The publication
now of the book Liches in many languages makes it appropnate
for this book to be concentrated on then, the same to be aifered
together with a self-eovered booklet. Other details of the serv-
ico are due to be published in the Informant, which please con-
sult, Let your preparalions and arrangeincnts begin at once,
a8 unto the King of kings. Your prompt report, from whatever
part of the earth you inhabit, will be awaited at this office.

VACATION

The office and factory at 117 Adams Street will suspend
operations from September 11 to 26 inclusive. This will permit
the members of the Bethel family to attend and serve at the
Columbus convemtion and ulso to enjoy a few extra days in
ficld service or otherwise before resuming regular work at
Brooklyn.

All kingdom publishers will therefore anticipate their nceds
of literature to last until the end of September and should
promptly send in their orders to this office so as to insure
filling and shipping before the close un September 10. No mui}
will receive attention or be dispatched from bere during the
above period.

COLUMBUS CONVENTION

The Watchtower further announces the convention for Jeho-
vah’s witnesses and companions at Columbus, Olin, Septem-
ber 13-20 inclasive, wluch will serve the United States, Canada,
and others wlo may be able to attend.

The president of the Society expects to be present at this
convention. Make your arrangements for vacation during this
period. Let all of Lis people ask Jehovah to make this conven-
tion a great witness to the honor ef His name,

Sce tnformation in July 15 issue of The Watchtower,

IMPOSTORS
Persors going about the country, and claiming to be in the
truth and .Jchovah’s witnesses, present themsclves at different
places and collect maney and get other favors of the brethren.
Wo warn the brethren everywhere to have nothing to do with
these impostors.

ANNOUNCING COMPI’ANY MEETINGS

Many hearers of radio transcription lectures have the desire
to meet with Jehovah’s witnesses and to study his Word with
them, Ifence whercver the kingdom message 18 radiocast, the
timo anyd place of meeting of the local compuny of Jehovah’s
witnesses should be announced after the transeriptior. The
time on the mir being paid for, the station inanager should
rcadily grant your request to make such amnouncement.
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HIS “WORK” AND HIS “ACT?”
““As I have done te Shiloh.”’—Jer. 7: 14.
PART 1

EIIOVAIIL deelares his purpose to do his specifie
J work, which he designates as ‘“his strange work’’;

that to then be followed by his bringing to pass
his specifie act, which he designates his ‘“strange act’’.
(Isa. 28:21) What Jchovah did to his typical cove-
nant people at Shiloh appears to foreshadow and
forctell what his purpose is to do to the professed
Christian people, that is, the religionists who have
taken the name of Jehovah God and Christ Jesus
and who have been unfaithful to the Lord and have
defamed his holy name. By taking Jchovah’s name
and assuming to scrve him throurh Christ Jesus those
people are in an implied covenant with the Lord teo
do his will, The arrogant Catholie Hicrarchy organi-
zation assumes that position, claiming to be the true
church and the covenant people of God; and that
organization takes the lcad in organized religion,
which is by them, and othevs, wrongfully called
““the Christian religion”’, In this latter day the so-
called ‘“‘Protestants’, and even the Jews, co-operate
with and support the Roman Catholie organization,
all practicing their religion together. What came to
pass typieally at Shiloh is now of peeuliar interest
to those who are really devoted to Jchovah GGod when
it is understood that God thus foreshadows and fore-
tells his purpose toward organized religion,

? Jchovah sent Jeremiah to give warning to the
Israclites at Jerusalem; which message proclaimed
by Jeremiah at the ecommand of Jchovah was a
“strange work’’ to those who regarded themselves
as GQod’s favored people. Corresponding thercto, the
Lord sends his servants in this day, whom he has
made his witnesses, to declare his message of warn-
ing to professed Christians, otherwise called *¢Chris-
tendom”’, and to make known God’s purposc to
punish that unfaithful people at Armageddon. The
work thus being done by Jehovali’s witnesses i the
name of Jehovah God and Christ Jesus appears to
the religionists as a ‘‘strange work’’, and is to them
strange. Jchovah made good his warning message by
destroying his professed covenant pcople at Jerusa-
lem, and that was his act foreshadowing his ‘‘strange
act’’ at the end of Satan’s rule. Having given warn-

ing to ‘*Christendom’’, which organized hody eclaims
to practice the “‘Christian religion’’, Jchovah will
make good his warniug by destroying that hypoerit-
teal organization; and sueh will appear to most peo-
ple to be a “‘strange aet’’, and will be strange to all
persons exeept those who are wholly devoted to Jeho-
vah God. Jchovah’s “‘strange work’’, therefore, may
be briefly stated as his message of warning; and his
“strange act’’ may be brielly deseribed as his work
of exccution at Armageddon, in which all religious
organizations, and other ungodly organizations of the
world, which have Satan for their god, will be de.
stroyed.

3The Watchtower now attempts to arranoe a study
of eertain parts of the prophecies of Jehovah uttered
by Jeremiah at (lod’s command, that the same may
be of aid and eomfort to the people of (fod who are
faithfully cndeavoring to maiutain their integrity
toward him. This study embraces particularly chap-
ters seven, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven and
twenty-cight of the prophecy of Jeremiah. 1t is be-
lieved that a detailed consideration of this particular
propheey will enable the student of God’s Word .o
more fully appreciate the duties and obhigations which
the Lord plaees upon his covenant people now on
carth and cnable them to better see their privileves
of faithfully serving him. In this study the inspired
words written by the apostle should always be kept
in mind, to wit: ‘‘For whatsoever things were written
aforctime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the seriptures might
have hope.”” (Rom. 15:4) The mere easual reader
will find this study irksome, but those really devoted
to God and his King will find the same ““meat in due
scason’’ and that it is from the lLord, and they will
profit thercby and rejoice. Studics of the propheeics
published in The Watchtower ave for the purpose of
cnabling the remmnant, first, to get a better under-
standing of their true relationship to the Almighty,
and then to use the knowledge gained to enlichten
those of good will who are secking to know God and
Christ Jesus. The covenant people of Jehovah are
now being put to a rcal test to determine their integ-
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rity, and it is apparent that Jehovah is giving to them
an understanding of his propheey that they may be
strengthened and that their hope may be clear.

ANATHOTH

¢In the territory of Benjamin was one of the cities
assigned to the priests, and it is therefore called a
‘priest’s city’. (Josh. 21:18; 1 Chron. 6: 60) Hilkiah,
one of the priests who resided there, had a son named
Jeremiah, The meaning of the name of that son is,
“raised up of Jeliovah,”’ or, ‘“‘Jehovah establishes,’’
or, “‘exalted by Jchoval.,”” When he was quite a young
man Jchovah appointed Jeremiah 1o a responsible
position, and as Jehovah’s servant he was commanded
to go and do a specific work. That Jehovah selected
and ordained Jeremiah from the beginning of his
existence is shown by the following statemcent of
propheey : ‘‘Before I formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb
I sanctified thee; and I ordained thee a prophet unto
the nations.”” (Jer. 1:5) Jeremiah was modest and
meek, and from the beginning he had a proper csti-
mate of the duties assigned to him,

8 ¢“Mcekness’’ does not mean to be cowed in the
presenee of others, ““Meckness’ means a willingness
to learn, and an alertness, that one may learn what
is the will of God. Many who have made a conscera-
tion to do God’s will appear to have great difficulty
in learning what meckness means, Only the meek will
properly see and appreciate the instruetions coming
from God’s organization and will be on the alert to
perforin them.

¢ When Jeremiah told the Lord that he was ‘but
a child’, it may mean that before he became of age
to serve in the priest’s office Jehovah had assigned
Jeremiah 1o some minor service about the temple, and
he considerced himself not qualified to undertake more
responsible duties. But Jehoval’s time had come for
Jeremiah 1o begin his speeific and prophetic work,
and Jchovah would therefore have him forget his
youth and hear in mind that he was the scrvant of
the Most High who must tvust in God and do as he
was commanded. “‘But the Lord said unto me, Say
not, 1 am a chijld: for thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt
speak.”” (Jer. 1:7) At this point the meckness cof
Jeremiah is demonstrated; that is, he was willing to
learn and anxious to know what to do and then do it.
Manifestly Jehovah informed his young servant at
the time that he would be bitterly opposed by the reli-
gionists, beeause the Lord said to him; ‘‘Be not afraid
of their faces: for I am with thee to dcliver thee,
saith the Lord.”’ (Jer. 1:8) The Lord gave Jeremiah
assurance, and Jeremiah meckly reecived the instrue-
tion and relied upon the Most High. ‘‘Then the Lord
put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the
Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in
thy mouth.”’ (Jer. 1:9) He went forth in the strength
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of the Lord. The Israclites at Jerusalem had at that
time departed from the commandments of Jchovah
and were following after the tcachings of men, and
their leaders in particular were very religious or
superstitious. The eonditions existing in Jeremiah’s
day exactly correspond with the conditions at the
present time. Jeremiah, being a faithful servant of
Jehovah, pictured those who are now of the remnant
or ‘“‘faithful servant’’ class and who continue faith-
ful even unto death. As Jeremiah had much opposi-
tion from the religionists then, even so now the ¢ faith-
ful servant’ class of Jchovah is greatly opposed by
the religionists of ‘‘Christendom’’. This mecans that
men, as servants of the Devil, are figchting against
God by bitterly opposing God’s ‘‘faithiul servant’’
ecompany on earth,

" Jeremiah was sent forth to do, not his own work,
but the work of the Lord. To Jeremiah Jehovah said:
““See, I have this day sct thee over the nations, and
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down,
and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to
plant.”’ (Jer. 1:10) The work in which Jehovah’s
witnesses are now engaged is not their work, but is
the Lord’s work, the witnesses performing service
assigned to them, and without any eredit due to them
whatsoever. The commission given to Jeremiah was
a broad one, commanding him to ‘‘root out, and to
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to
build, and to plant’’. Likewise Jchovah sends forth
his servant class today and eommissions them to de-
clare ““the day of vengeance of our God’’, and “to
comfort all that mourn’’, (Isa. 61:2) In domg thig
work they are not {o engage in physical eombat, Their
duty is defined by the apostle, who under inspiration
wrote: ‘‘For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds.”” (2 Cor. 10:4) The proclaimine of
the Word of Jehovah today as he has commanded
operates to root out, pull down, throw down and dec-
stroy the stronghold that the Devil has crected by
religion and religionists; and at the same time the
work performed by them brings comfort and aid to
those that mourn and builds up that sincere class
of persons who are secking after God and his king-
dom. The work of Jeremiah foreshadowed and fore-
told the work of Jehovah’s servant class now on carth;
and, knowing this faet, those who cngage in the serv-
ice of Jehovah do so with a zeal and joy peculiar to
the Lord’s house. The striking similarity of the eom-
mission to and the work of Jeremialh, to that of
Jehovah’s witnesses, will appear from a dctailed
study of the propheey, and is therefore encourag-
ing and helpful to the servant class, because it is
God’s ‘‘mecat in due season’’ for them.

COMMAND

8 The young prophet reecived his orders from
Jehovah, and he must obey them regardless of all
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opposition, As a faithful servant he must be blind
to everything else than Jchovah’s commandments.
The religionists would fight against Jeremiah be-
cause he represented Jehovah and they represented
the Devil, having turned to Devil worship. To Jere-
miah Jchovah said: ‘‘ And I will utter my judgments
against them touching all their wickedness, who have
forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other
gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.”
(Jer. 1:16) God’s time had come to inform those
religionists who had agrced to do his will, but had
been unfaithful, what was about to befall them; and
likewise Jehovah’s due time has now come to inform
the reclizionists, who c¢laim to represent God and
Christ, as te what arc God’s judgments against them
and when they will be cxecuted. Jeremiah must not
falter, but must go in the strength of the Lord ; and
therefore the Lord God said to him: ‘‘Thou there-
fore gird up thy loins, and arise, and spcak unto
them all that I commmand thee: be not dismayed at
their faces, lest I confound thee before them.’’—
Jer. 1:17.

® Jeremiah, trusting in and faithfully obeying Je-
hovah, was certain to rcceive his protection. ‘‘For,
behold, I have made thee this day a defenced eity,
and an iron pillar and brazen walls against the whole
land, agzainst the kings of Judah, against the princes
thercof, against the priests thereof, and against the
people of the land.”’ (Jer. 1:18) Likewise today,
Jdchovah’s witnesses must not falter or compromise
beeause of opposition manifested against them by
Satan’s representatives, but they must go forth in
the strength of the Lord, relying wholly upon him.
This is God’s day of judgment, and his faithful wit-
nesses must with full confidence in God and with
boldness deelare his judements.—1 John 4:17, 18.

1 Jeremiah was informed that he would have to
fight, but that the enemy should not prevail against
him: ‘“‘And they shall fight against thee, but they
shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee,
saith the Lord, to deliver thee.”’ (Jer. 1:19) Like-
wise today, Jehovah’s witnesses know that they must
fizht, and therefore God has eommanded them, say-
ing: ‘“Arise . . . agaiust her in battle.”’ (Obadiah 1)
And at the same time Jechovah gives assurance to his
faithful ones that they shall not be overwhelmed by
the encmy, beeause they are led by Christ Jesus, the
victorious Warrior, and are fully backed up by the
Most ITigh, Let the Roman Catholie Ilierarchy and
their cohorts and religious supporters do what they
will in opposition to Jehovah’s work now being per-
formed by his faithful servants. In due time God
will see to it that the enemy shall suffer complete
dcfeat; and thercfore he says to his servants: ‘‘Be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
—Eph. 6:10, 12,

1 VWith these preliminary observations we begin
with the study of the propheey appearing at the
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seventh chapter. Jeremiah, teachable and ready to
obey, gave heed to the Lord’s command. ‘“The word
that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, Stand
in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there
this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, all
ye of Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship
the Lord.”’—Jer, 7:1,2.

12 Jeremiah was not commanded to go to the houses
or church buildings and there nail his message on
the door of the house, but was commanded to take
his stand at the gate, where he could spcak his mes-
sage to the people going in and out of the temple.
It was during the reign of the wicked king Jchoiakim,
and therefore the ‘‘house’’ mentioned was the house
of the Lord in name only, due to the fact that the
Jews had abandoned the commandments of Jchovah
God and had beeome religionists and eontinued in the
temple house to carry on their religious ecremonies.
There they engaged in a form of worship contrary
to the commandment of the Lord. The ‘‘Lord’s house®’
mentioned in the propheey pictures the religionists
and their places of operation of the prescnt time, or-
ganized and carrying on their cercmoniecs in the name
of the Lord God, and which are contrary to his com-
mandments, The Roman Catholie Hierarchy and their
supporting clergy take the lead in indulging in forms
of worship and religious ecremonies, in which many
people participate, and all of which is an abomina-
tion to the Lord God.

13 Jeremiah was commanded to take his position or
stand, and that stand forctells that Jchovah’s wit-
nesses must eome forth in the open, and within the
hearing and sight of the religionists, and fearlessly
proclaim the message of Jehovah as he has eommand-
ed; and that they are not to take credit therefor,
but to say: ‘“‘Hear the word of the Lord.”’ No one
is to say: ‘Ilcar the words uttered by man,” but,
‘Hear what God’s Word has to say.’ This is Jcho-
vah’s work, and it is a ‘‘strangze work’’ to those reli-
gionists who call themselves ‘‘Christiang”’.

# Furthermore, Jercmiah must make proclamation
of the message without first asking permission from
the priests of the temple. Likewise Jchovah’s wit-
nesses must now make proclamation of God’s mes-
sage of truth coneerning his nane and his kingdom
and must do so without first asking permission from
the elergy or for a license from the police authorities
so to do. If any of those going in or out of the temple
were the Lord’s true people, they would hear and ree-
ognize the message proclaimed by Jeremiah as the
truth. Likewise today, if among those who are held
in the religious organizations any of them are truly
seeking after God and his truth, they will hear and
give heed to the mcessaze of warning that comes to
them from Jehovah God and that is delivered by his
witnesses, and they will recognize and acecept it as
the truth, and will flec from the religious organiza-
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tions, and thereby receive comfort, and they will find
the place of safety.

3% Years before the proclamation of Jeremiah was
made the ten tribes of Israel had been carried away
into captivity. Judah was the tribe that remained in
Palestine, and continued to carry on a form of wor-
ship at the temple. The tribe of Levi was serving,
and there were some of all the tribes that came to
the temple; but Judah was the predominating tribe.
Jeremiah was commanded to say: ‘‘Hear the word
of the Lord, all ye of Judah.”” And thus were pic-
tured the religionists in the present day, who falsely
call themselves teachers of the ‘‘Christian religion”’
or “Christendom”’, and who claim to occupy their
present position and rule “‘by the grace of God’'.
Such are given the opportunity to hear the warning
of the Lord.

1 The Roman Catholiec Micrarchy take the lead in
the praetice of religion, and other religionists follow
after them. *Christendom’’ eounsists of those peoples
claiming to follow Clirist Jesus but who do not and,
on the contrary, practice a religcion or formalism
which is of the Devil and which they wrongfully
call the “*Christian religion’’, Such are the ones that
must be warned and that reecive the warning,

17 Israel was the chosen nation of the Lord. The
practitioners of so-ealled *Christian religion” claim
to be the chosen people of CGod, beeause they have
taken his mame. Jeremiah was commanded to say to
those addressed: “‘Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the
God of Tsrael, Amend your wayvs and your doings,
and I will eause you to dwell in this place.”” (Jer. 7:3)
IIis words apply te typieal Isracl or Judeans, and
to those of “‘Christendom ™. ITaving taken the name
of the Lord, they must now prove that they had not
taken the mame in vain. They were warned that, if
they had taken God’s name in vain, their time was
short to when they would cease to occupy the land
God had assigned to them, and that only those who
would obey his command to ‘‘amend your ways”’
would be permitted to dwell in the land assigned
to them. The carrying away of the ten tribes to Assyria
should have served as a warning to Judah; but, in-
stead, the Judcans said: ““Jt cannot happen to ue.”
Judah had hypoeritically, that is, ‘‘feignedly,”” as-
sumed to amend her ways, but she had not. ““And
I saw, when for all the eauses wherehy backsliding
Isracl committed adultery [with the Devil’s organi-
zation], I had put her away [out of the land, by
exiling her], and given her a bill of divoree [mo
longer acknowledged her as my people]; yet her
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and
played the harlot also. And it ecam2 to pass through
the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the
land, and eommitted adultery with stones and with
stocks. And yet for all this her treachcrous sister
Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart,
but feiguedly, saith the Lord.”’ (Jer. 3:8-10) The
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warning must now be proclaimed 1o those remaining
at Jerusalem, and Jeremiah was commanded to make
the proclamation. Likcewise today, the warning must
be proclaimed to ‘‘Christendom’’, which ‘“feignedly”’
or hypocritically is on the Lord’s side, but which in
fact is on the Devil’s side; and those who do not
give heed to the warning shall suffer the judgments
of Jehovah exceuted by Christ Jesus.

18 The religious leaders of Isracl, the typical peo-
ple, had led the people into a trap, causing them to
rely upon the religious formalism and traditions
taught by men and to disregard God’s commandment.
Thercfore the prophet, in obedience to God’s com-
mandment, said to them: ““Trust ye not in lying
words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The temple
of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, arc these.”
(Jer. 7:4) Tt was the scribes and ‘“Pharisces’, the
clergy or religious leaders, that were lying to the
people. The people attended the formalistic doings
at the temple, and the ‘‘Pharisees’’ falscly told them
that their coming into the building was thereby draw-
ing near to the Lord and worshiping him, It was a
lie to call the plaee ““the temple of Jchovah’’ when
such material building was now used as a plaee of
reproach to the name of God. Not even representa-
tively or typically eould Jehovah dwell in the defiled
place. At the dedieation of the temple building by
Solomon under the Lord’s directions, Solomon said:
“But will God indced dwell on the carth? Bchold,
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain
thee; how mueh less this house that I have builded ?”’
(1 Ki. 8:27) The dwelling-place of Jchovah is in
heaven, He had put his name at the temple at Jeru-
salem, to be honored by the true and faithful wor-
ship of him by the people; hut a place used contrary
thereto could not be ecalled “‘the temple of God’’
Conccerning this the apostle wrote: ‘“‘(lod that made
the world, and all things therein, secing that he is
Lord of hecaven and carth, dwelleth not in temples
made with hands [men’s hands]; neither is wor-
shipped with men’s hands [by going through motions
and signs and uticring senseless words], as though
he needed any thing, sceing he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things.”’—Acts 17: 24, 25,

12 Religionists in this present day do exactly as the
religionists did at Jerusalem, They ereet buildings or
cathedrals, where they meet, and they call them by
the name of ‘““the church of God”’, and as men pass
by these buildings they tip their hats to the building
heeause, they say, ‘“the host’s bread is inside thereof.”’
The Roman Catholie Hicrarchy claims its buildings
or cathedrals are the ehurch of God, that they them-
sclves are the holy church. In these buildings they
go through their various motions and pronounec in-
cantations; and this they eall “‘worship’’ or ‘‘draw-
ing nigh to God’’, All these things are “‘lying words”’,
which the eredulous people have been induced to rely
upon, The credulous Catholic population, following
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their leaders, make the form of the cross upon the
breast when approaching the meeting-house, showing
that they rely upon it. The Lord says to all that such
are ‘‘lying words’’ spoken by the religious leaders,
and that the Catholic population, or children of the
church, or other chureh-goers, must not rcly upon
such words. Those lying words are in no wise a safe-
guard or guarantce against calamity or disaster to
sueh church-goers or to anyone else. The people are
led to foolishly elaim to thereby be leaning upon the
Lord, while at the same time they are relying upon
the works of men’s hands. To all such Jdehovah says:
““The heads thercof judge for reward, and the priests
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine
for money; yct will they lean [presumably] upen
the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none
evil ean come upon us.”’—Mie. 3:11.

2 The Israclites were in the wrong way, and the
Lord was so informing them, that those of good will
might take the right way; and this is shown by his
words: ‘‘If ye oppress not the stranger, the father-
less, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in
this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt:
then will T cause you to dwell in this place, in the
Jand that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever.”
(Jer. 7:6,7) Likewise today, all religionists are in
the wrong way, some willinglyy and some unwillingly,
This is particularly true with reference to those wuo
practice what they eall ‘‘the Christian religion’.
Many of the eclergy, particularly the prineipal oncs
of the Hicrarchy, are willinely in the wrong way,
while the parishioners are wronefully induced to take
the wrong way. Jchovah gave the people at Jerusa-
lem warning. Today Jehovah sends forth his wit-
nesses to give his warning to ‘‘Christendom?’, which
warning must be sounded before the day of his great
wrath is expressed against ‘“Christendom’’. The zcal-
ous religionists among the Israclites were at the time
oppressing the strangers and their own brethren,
Likewise today, the zealous and unrcasonable reli-
gionists, who claim to be followers of Christ Jesus,
oppress Jehovah’s witnesses who truly scrve God,
and they also oppress the ‘‘strangers’’, that is, those
of the Jonadab class, by attempting to kcep them
from knowing the truth. There are still a few men
among the so-called ‘‘Protestants’’ that make an effort
to scerve God by publiely quoting the inspired Word
of the Scriptures, and even such men the Roman Cath-
olic Mierarchy persccutes, and it uses its influence
to prevent the Seriptures’ being proelaimed, which
Secriptures they fear might expose the fraudulent reli-
gionists, An instance of this appears in the publie
press. In Canada a Protestant preacher filed his manu-
seript with the radio station, which speech he ex-
pected shortly to broadeast, and in which manuseript
he quoted the seripture at 1 Timothy 2:5. The Roman
Catholie Iierarchy caused the radio censors to strike
out that scripturc from his speech for the manifest
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reason that such inspired word of God shows that
the Catholie pricsts cannot act as a mediator between
God and man, and that their claim so to act is false;
and the Hierarchy would have the people kept in igno-
rance of what the Scriptures say. Such is the poliey
pursued by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy every-
where. They withhold from the honest and sincere
people the Bible and any explanation of the Serip-
tures, because they fear the Bible truths will so ex-
pose the Hicrarchy that the honest people will break
away from them. The religionists at Jerusalem, while
acting contrary to the commandments of (God, had the
gall to come to the house called by the name of the
Lord and by coming thus pretend to give their undi-
vided devotion and worship to God. Likewise today,
the religionists persceute real worshipers of God and
at the sume time bow down before imazes which they
have made, and thus pretend to worship God. While
thus indulging in a formalism contrary to God’s Word,
these religionists claim to worship God as though there
could be any agreement between idolaters and the
true worship of the Most Iligh.—2 Cor. 6: 16,

2 By giving the people at Jerusalem warning Jelio-
vah was keeping the way open for them to reform
in their ways and, thus reforming, the privilege of
continuing to live in the land whieh he had given
them, 1f they would amend their ways, ‘‘then will
I eause you to dwell in this place, in the land that
I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever,’’ (Jer. 7:7)
Ifad they given heed to such warning and followed
the Lord’s commandment, they would be the true
people of God and continue in that condition. (iod
gave his ““holy land”’ only to those who would con-
tinue to be faithfully obedient to his commandments,
He did not give it to covenant-breakers that they
might dwell there indefinitely. Likewise God has given
the place in his kingdom with Christ Jesus only to
those who keep their covenant to faithfully do and
obey his commandments, IIc gives warning to the pre-
tenders, that is, the hypoeritical religionists who claim
to have his favor, and he tells them that unless they
amend their ways he will completely cast them away
and destroy them. Today Jehovah is giving his final
warning to ¢‘Christendom”’, and this fact alone shows
that there must still be some who are held in bondage
to the professed hypocritical religionists who, upon
hearing the truth, give heed to the commandments
of God and withdraw from the religious organiza-
tions and serve and worship God in truth and in
spirit. Those who do not thus change their course
will suffer destruction. Claiming to worship God and
being in an implied covenant to at least obey him,
the covenant-breakers are worthy of death. (Rom.
1:31,32) Manifestly one purpose of sounding the
warning is to awaken the gullible ones and give them
an opportunity to seck the place of safety. ‘“Bchold,
ye trust in lying words, that eannot profit.”” (Jer.
7:8) The clergy of the Roman Catholie Hicrarchy,
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in particular, lie to the pcople, telling them that the
Bible is proper for study only when the priests use
it, and tell the pcople what they shall read, and tell
the people what they shall do. Otherwisc stated, the
Hierarchy tells the people that they must obey man’s
word gnd not God’s. They induce the people to be-
lieve 2ll kinds of lying doctrines, and say to them
that if they attend the so-called ‘‘church services”
and pay their money over to the priests, and indulge
in formalism, praying with their beads and bowing
before images and making signs of the cross upon
themselves, thus they will find protection and be
guarantced acainst ealamity. The Lord says that that
kind of foolishness will profit nothing. The Roman
Catholic Hierarchy eontinue to say, as God through
his prophet forctold they would say: ‘‘We have made
lies our rcfuge, and under falschood have we hid
ourselves’”; and coneernineg these things the Lord
says that all such are entirely in vain, Claims founded
upon lies will profit nothing. Those who hold to and
rely upon the religious organizations and follow the
lead of the elergy are eertain to come to great sorrow
in the day of (lod’s wrath expressed at Armageddon.

22 The Israclites were bound by the promise of tha
everlasting eovenant enncerning the sanetity of human
life. (Gen. 9:3-10; Isa. 24:5) They were bound by
the terms of the law covenant to obey (od and to
serve him, and not to practice the Devil religion.
(Ex. 19:3-8) They were bound to be governed and
controlled by Jehovah’s commandments. Instead of
obeying, they broke the terms of their covenant time
and time arain. Jehovah then eommanded Jeremiah
to say to them: “Will ye steal, murder, and commit
adultery, and swear falsely, and burn incense unto
Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye know not;
and eome and stand before me in this house, which
is called by my name, and say, We arc delivered to
do all these abominations?’’ (Jer. 7:9,30) That was
a warning that they eould not continuc to break their
covenant and still expeet to stand before the Lord
and receive his approval. Likewise today, those who
profess and whe practice what is called the ‘“Chris-
tian religion’’ are bound by the terms of the cver-
lasting covenant, are bound by the terms of the im-
plied covenant to do the will of God, and hence are
bound to be governed by and obey the commandments
of God as written. In the faee of these covenants and
the ecommandments of God the religionists have broken
their covenant with Ged and cvery part thereof. They
literally stcal material thines and steal the people
away from God. They literally ecommit murder by
earrying on wars and wickedly shedding human blood.
They commit murder by pretending to enforee the
law of the land; they commit adultery literally and,
worse, by elaiming to represent God and at the same
time participating in and co-operating with all man-
ner of wicked politieal schemes, working together
with other worldly and wicked men, (Jas. 4:4)
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They lie and swear to lies in order to bring about
the punishment of innocent persons; and they do
burn ineense unto the Devil, and the Devil’s images.
To them says the Lord: ‘And after doing all these
wicked things, then you come [brazenly] and stand
before me, and say, We have sct oursclves free, for
the purpose of committing all these abominations,’
(Rotherham) ‘“We are delivered ; that ye may do all
these abominations.”’ (R.V.; Leeser) The elergy per-
form what they call ““absolution’’ or forgiveness of
the wrongdoer, provided the wrongdoer has a sufii-
cient amount of money to contribute. One of the rcli-
gious practitioners commits all manner of erime and
then goes to the priest and deposits his moncy in the
reeeptacle provided for that purpose, and the Cath-
olic priest says in substanee: ‘““Now I absolve thee’’;
meaning that the priest forgives the wrongdocr and
justifies his wicked action, After some formalism per-
formed in the church buildines, such as sprinkling
the culprit with so-ealled ‘‘holy water’’, the wrone-
docr 13 then informed that he is free and he can go
about his business, to again eommit some erimes. The
priests or other clergymen induce those of the Cath-
olic population who commit crimes to believe that
after going throuch certain religious formalism in
the church building the offender has therehy ren-
dered unto God the things that are God’s, aml now
he is free from all guilt, and all the rest of his time
he may render unto Cacsar (the political gangsters)
the things that ave Caesar’s. (Luke 20:25) Outside
of the churceh building these “‘church-goers’ who
seck absolution dismiss all thought of God and fecl
free to lead a course reproachful to the name of Gaod,
whom they profess to scrve. When they get into the
church building they appear very penitent, act sol-
cmn, and perform certain senseless eeremonies, which
they call worship, such as knecling while the elerey-
man drops some water on their head, eross them-
sclves, and say a few unmeaning words while dropping
money in the collection basket. The entire per-
formance is formalism and is hypoeritical and profits
nothing whatsoever to anyone.

23 The Israclites, having become religionists, twrned
the house called by the name of God into a place of
merchandise for unjust dealings. Iere is further proof
that the Devil at all times has used religion for polit-
ical and commercial purposes, and by those three
things, to wit, religion, politics and commeree, the
Devil turns the people away from Jchovah. The Tsract-
ites appeared to be blind to the fact that they had
committed and were continuing to ecommit such great
wrong, and the Lord said to them: ““Is this house,
which is called by my name, become a den of robbers
in your eyes? Behold, even I have scen it, saith the
Lord.”” (Jer. T:11) Thosc rcligionists, led by the
clergy, were still in this condition when Jecsus was
on the carth. Sccing that the Pharisces or clergy were
leading the people into Devil worship and practice
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of “‘the Jews’ religion’”’, and that they were using
the temple to earry on their wrongful business, Jesus
said to them: ‘“Take these things hence; make not
my Father’s house an house of merchandise.”” (John
2:13-16) Jesus openly and publicly rcbuked those
religionists. ““And Jesus went into the temple of God,
and east out all them that sold and bought in the
temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-
changers, and the scats of them that sold doves;
and said unte them, It is wriiten, My liouse shall
be called the house of prayer; but ve have made
it a den of thieves,” (Matt. 21:12,13) The very
next day after uttering the foregoing words Jesus
foretold the destruction of that house or temple build-
ing, which had been built by Herod. Compare the
propheey of Jesus, and that spoken by Jeremiah,
with what is now practiced in **Christendom’’ in the
buildings which are called ‘“the ehurch of God”’.
In this day such buildings arc houses of merchandise
and politics and unrightcous scheming.

28 ¢ Organized religion,”’ falsely ealled ‘‘Christian-
ity’’ or ‘‘Christian religion’’, has becoine a politieal
and mercantile organization and a veritable den of
robbers, The *“prineipal of the floek’” of those organ-
izations rob the people, and in eonsideration of rve-
ceiving absolution they give rich gifts to the so-called
“‘church’’ and to its clergy, and thus stop the mouths
of the elergy and keep them silent econcerning their
crookedness. Furthermore, the ““ prineipal of the flock™
work together with the clergy to rob the people of
opportunities to receive the {ruth, by preventing tie
people from hearing it. The clergy also ““rob Uod”’,
as stated in Malachi 3:8, The elergy stand by and
sec robhery going on, and they connive at such wrong-
doing: ““When thou sawest a thief, then thou consent-
edst with him.>’ (Ps. 50:18) They consent thereto
by aceepting gifts from the thieves, therehy tacitly
agrecing not to expose the thieves. Also, the clergy
rob the people, and particularly the Catholic popu-
lation, by taking their money under the false pre-
tenses and wicked lie of being able to render aid to
their dead friends who it is elaimed ave in *‘pur-
gatory’’. Many a poor widow has been induced by
the clergy to give up money which she sorely needed,
upon the false representation made by the c¢lergyman
that such money so countributed would work bencfi-
cially to her dead loved ones. The priest reeciving
this moncy from the widow utters a ‘“‘prayer’’, which
never gets above his head and by which he induces
the poor widow to believe that he has done something
for the man in ‘““purgatory’’. To such lying robbers
Jesus says: ‘“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisces,
hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for
a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall re-
ecive the greater damnation.”’—Matt, 23:14.

5 The clergy, particularly the Roman Catholic Hier-
arehy, proeeed in their wicked work and induce cven
themselves to believe that no one sces them or knows
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about them. But to such roblLers Jehovah says, as
stated by Jeremiah: ‘‘Behold, even I have secn it.”’
Supporting this propheey it is written, in Isaiah
29:14, 15: ““Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do
a marvellous work among this people, even a marvel-
lous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their
wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their
prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that seck
decep to hide their eounscl from the Lord, and their
works are in the dark, and they say, Who sceth us?
and who knoweth us?’’ Proverbs 15:3: ‘““The eyes
of the Lord are in every plaee, beholding the evil
and the good.” Psalm 11:4,5: “The Lord is in his
holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: his cyes
behold, his cyelids try, the children of men.” God
also sent his prophet Ezckiel to give warhing to the
religionists that claimed to worship God. ¢ Then said he
unto me, Son of man, hast thou scen what the ancients
[the padres, so-ealled fathers, the clergy in the ehurch
organization] of the house of Isracl do in the dark,
every man in the chambers [at their meeting-houses]
of his imagery ? for they say, The Lord sceth us not;
the Lord hath forsaken the ecarth.,’”’ (lizek. 8:12)
All things done by the religionists the Lord sees, and
he will cause the clergy to bear the burden of their
wickedness in his own due time. The Romun Catholie
clergy in particular think they are playing safe by
saying to cach other: ‘We are safe, and nothing can
harm us, because we have made lies our refuge.’
(Isa. 28:15) The Lord gives these workers of inig-
uity all the rope they wish, to permit them for a time
10 go on in their wickedness, and they continue to
grow bolder and more eruel and ruthless in their con-
duct toward others, assuming that they can commit
any wrong and get away with it,

28 Because Jehovah is ““slow to anger’’ and affords
the wicked full opportunity to carry forward his wick-
cdness, many become very hold and convinee them-
selves that they can with impuni'y continue in their
wrongful course. For many ycars Jehovah has per-
mitted Satan to carry on his wicked work, and prob-
ably Satan has for centuries eonsidered himself im-
mune from punishment., His servants are in a like
condition.

27 The Israclites had fallen into the way of Satan
and had forgotten what had hefallen that people on
former ocecasions. Therefore Jchovah, through Jere-
miah, said to them: “‘But go ve now unto my place
which was in Shiloh, where I set iy name at ihe
first, and sce what I did to it for the wickedness of
my people Isracl.”” (Jer. 7:12) 1t was at Shiloh that
God for a time permitted his typical pecople lo earry
on their worship. ‘“And the whole congregation of
the children of Isracl assembled together at Shiloh,
and set up the tabernacle of the congregation there,
And the land was subdued before them.”” (Josh. 18:1)
Jehovah set his name there first in the land of Canaan.
The religionists afterwards set up images: *“ And they



266

set them up Micah’s graven image, which he made,
all the time that the house of (fod was in Shiloh.”
—dJudg. 18: 31,

28 The Lord then compelled the Israelites to reeall
what had come upon Shiloh. Just because his typiecal
tabernacle was erceted there and that was the plaee
where he put his name, was no guarantec that God
would shield wrongdoers at Shiloh. Although daty-
bound by their covenant to worship Jehovah God
alone, and none other, the Israclites fell away to the
Devil religion, and then God forsook them. ‘‘So that
he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent whieh
he placed among men.”” (Ps. 78:60) How did Ged
show that he had forsaken the tabernacle at Shiloh?
‘““And [he] delivered his strength [the ark of the
covenant, which symbolized his presence in the taber-
nacle] into captivity, and his glory [the ark of gold,
whereon the glorious light shone] into the enemy’s
{Philistines’}] hand. Ile gave his pcople over also
unto the sword; and was wroth with his inheritance,
The fire consumed their young men; and their maid-
ens were not given to marriage. Their priests fell by
the sword; and their widows made no lamentation.”’
—Ps. T8:61-64.

2 (lod permitted the Thilistines to give battle to
his typical people, and in this God used the Philis-
tines to infliet punishment upon the religionists who
had broken their eovenant with him. Then the reli-
gionists began to wake up and to try to get proteetion
by possessing the ark of the covenant, which was at
Shiloh, and bring it into the eamp of the Israclites
as a means of protection to them, They did not find
protection, beeause (God had forsaken them, ‘“And
when the people were come into the ecamp, the clders
of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us
to day before the Philistines? liet us feteh the ark
of the covenant of the liord out of Shiloh unto wus,
that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out
of the hand of our cnemies. So the people sent to
Shiloh, that they might bring from thenee the ark
of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth
between the cherubims; and the two sons of Elj,
Ilophni and Phinchas, were there with the ark of the
covenant of God.”’—1 Sam. 4:3, 4.

3 The battle took place. ‘“And the Philistines
fought; and Israel was smitten, and they fled every
man into his tent ; and there was a very great slaugh-
ter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand footmen.™
(1 Sam. 4:10) In that battle the Israclites suffered
& great defeat: ““And the ark of God was taken; and
the two sons of Eli, ITophni and Phinehas, were slain.
And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the army,
and came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes
rent, and with earth upon his head. And when he
came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the way side, watch-
ing: for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And
when the man came into the city, and told it, all
the eity cried out. .. . And the messenger answered
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and said, Israel is fled before the Philistines; and
there hath been also a great slaughter among the
people: and thy two sons also, Hophni and Phinchas,
are dead, and the ark of God is taken. And it came
to pass, when he made mention of the ark of God,
that he fell from off the scat backward, by the side
of the gate; and his neck brake, and he died; for
he was an old man, and heavy: and he had judged
Isracl forty ycars.”’—1 Sam. 4:11-18,

31 Learning of this great disaster, the daughter-in-
law of Eli, under the great strain, gave birth to a
child and died, and as she was dying she eried out:
“‘The glory is departed from Israel; for the ark of
God is taken.”” (1 Sam. 4:22) Conecerning this same
disaster that fell upon the Israelites it is further writ-
ten: *“ And all the housc of Israel lamented.”’ (1 Sam.
7:2) ““And Samuel spake unto all the house of Isracl,
saying, If ye do return unto the Lord with all your
hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth
from amoug you, and prepare your hearts unto the
Lord, and scrve him only; and he will deliver you
out of the hand of the Philistines.”” (1 Sam. 7:3)
That terrible disaster that befcll the Israclites was
very strange to them, secing that God had permitted
the encmics of his typical people to prevail and the
ark to be taken by the cnemy. It was not strange to
the prophet Samuel, however, beeause Samuel wasg
faithful to the Lord. That disaster marked the end
of Ili's line of the priesthood, which had served at
the tabernacle at Shiloh, (1 Sam. 2:27-36) ““So Scl-
omon thrust out Abiathar [of Eli’s liue] from beinz
priest unto the Lord; that he might fulfit the word
of the Lord, which he spake eoncerning the house of
Eli in Shiloh.”” (1 Ki. 2:27) The ark of the covenant
was never brought back to Shiloh, and even the taber-
nacle and the altar were later removed from Shiloh
and sent to Gibeon.—1 Chron. 16: 39, 40.

2 Why did Jchovah thus afliet the Israclites with
such a great disaster? and why did the same appear
to them to be so very strange? The Lord’s answer
is found in these words: ‘‘For the wickedness of my
people.”” (Jer, 7:12) Furthermore the answer is given
by the psalmist: ‘‘Yet they tempted and provolied
the most high God, and kept not his testimonies;
but turned hack, and dealt unfaithfully like their
fathers: they were turned aside like a deecitful bow.
For they provoked him to anger with their high
places, and moved him to jealousy with their sraven
images. When God heard this, he was wroth, and
greatly abhorred Isracl: so that he forsook the taber-
nacle of Shiloh, the tent which he placed among men.”?
—Ps, 78:56-60.

* The question may hcre be properly propounded :
Why did God permit the record of that strange aet
conecrning the aflliction of his covenant people to be
made? The Seriptures answer in 1 Corinthians 10: 11
“Now all these things happened unto them for en-
samples: and they are written for our admonition,
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upon whom the ends of the world are come.’”’ The
Israclites were Jechovah’s covenant and typical peo-
ple, and today ‘‘Christendom’’ assumes to be the
people of God and beastfully elaims to represent God
on earth; and therefore what befell the Israelites,
the typical people, foretells what shall befall ‘‘Chris-
tendom’’, the latter being the eounterpart of the for-
mer. Having brought to the attention of the Israeclites
what befell Shiloh, and citing that as a warning, God
said 1o them: ‘T will do unto this house what I have
done unto Shiloh.’ The words of warning apply with
greater foree and effeet 10 the professed followers of
Christ Jesus who today practice what they call the
¢Christian religion’’, ‘‘And now, because ye have
done all these works, saith the Lord, and I spake
unto you, rising up early and speaking, but ye heard
not; and I called you, but ye answered not; there-
fore will I do unto this house, which is called by my
name, wherein ye trust, and unto the place whieh I
gave to you and to your fathers, as I have done to
Shiloh.”’—Jer. 7:13, 14,

3 By his manner of dealing with the unfaithful
people at Jerusalem Jchovah makes known his fixed
rule that covenant-breakers shall eertainly suffer pun-
ishment at his hands. What is today called ‘‘Chris-
tendom’’ consists of thosc nations that wrongfully
claim to be Christians and that practice what is iw-
properly called the ‘‘Christian religion”, All the
wicked works mentioned by the Lord at the mouth
of his prophet, and, furthermore, the wicked works
of the Israelites done up to the time that Shiloh fell,
have been dene and are now heing done by the prae-
titioners of so-called “Christian religion’’ and by
the people, and particularly the clerey, who use the
name of Jehovah and his King for selfish and wrong-
ful purposes. It is ecrtain therefore that what befell
Shiloh is but a sample of what shall befall ¢‘Chris-
tendem’’ in the very near future.

35 Jehovah spoke to the people by lhis prophets,
(and he says) ‘‘rising up early and speaking.’’ 1t
was early in the day of his dealing with his cove-
nant people that God began 1o instruet them. His
prophets rose up early in the day and there began
to preach to the people, and there was much complaint
against his prophets for so doing. Even today com-
plaint is made by the relizionists against Jehovah’s
witnesses, objeetion being made that these witnesses
come carly and ring their doorbells and wake them
up and speak to them about the Lord; and then the
clergy induees the officers to arrest them and hail
them into court. Jehovah caused his message of warn-
ing to be given a sufficient length of time before the
day of his wrath in order to give ample time to have
it heard.

3 Jeremiah was ordered and was sent to deliver
the warning to Jerusalem forty ycars before its de-
struction. Ezekicl was sent forth to preach the warn-
ing seven years before Jerusalem fell. Says the Lord:
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““T called you, but ye answered not.”’ Now mark that
the Lord came to his temple in 1918, and for forty
years prior to that date the Lord caused the Elijah
work to be done amongst the people. The Weatchtower,
first published in 1879, from the very first issue called
attention to the ‘‘last days’’, and the time of trouble
with which the world would pass away. This work
was foreshadowed by the work of Elijah and also
the work of John the Baptist, and which work failed
to ‘turn the hearts of God’s typical people back to
him’, (Mal. 4:5, 6; Luke 1:13-17) Likewise the Eli-
jah work failed to turn ¢‘Christendom’’ to the right
way. It was the religionists calling themselves ‘“ Chris-
tians’’ or ‘‘organized Christian religion’’ that as-
saulted God's faithful servauts in 1918, beecause those
servants were engaged in the Elijah work, They killed
the Elijah work and brought about its end. Since
that time the religionists, instead of reforming and
doing what is right, continue to persccute the faith-
ful witnesses of Jehovah whom he has sent forth to
give warning to the people and a witness to his name.
What, therefore, is to be expected in the line of such
conduct ?

3 Jchovah by his prophet answers the foregoing
question in these words: ‘“Therefore will I do unto
this house, which is called by my name, whercin ye
trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and
to your fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.”” (Jer, 7: 14)
The material temple built during the reign of King
Solomon and dedicated to the worship of Jehovah
God had, in Jeremiah’s day, beeome defiled and been
made ‘‘a den of robbers’, The leaders in Isracl, the
clergy, had forsaken the commandment of (lod and
followed the traditions of men, teaching the doctrines
of Satan which were proclaimed by mcen. The com-
mon people of Isracl concluded that because ‘“the
house’” had been built by the commandment of Al-
mighty God and his name had been put there, and
such was the place of worship, therefore God would
never permit the enemy to destroy that house or the
eity of Jerusalem, the place where the temple stood,
even though the clergy and the people broke God's
covenant, of which covenant the temple was a symbol.
Because they believed that the temple was invulner-
able to the attacks of any foe, that was their ground
for making and believing in a ‘‘covenant with death”’
and an ‘‘agreement with hell”’, as though the material
temple was a eharm against all evil. The temple had
been built, and their faith was in it and not i1 God.

3 What came to pass upon Jerusalem is duplieated
by and upon ‘‘Christendom’’, except, as to ‘‘Chris-
tendom’’, upon a far greater scale. In these ‘‘last
days’’ the Roman Catholic Ilierarehy, being the chief-
est among all organized religionists and being the
leaders of organized religion called ‘‘Christendom”’,
assume the name of God and presumptuously claim
to be the visible representatives of God on earth,
Thereby they have created the impression and belief
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amongst the common people, and particularly the
‘*Catholie population”’, that ‘the Catholic church is
invulnerable to the attacks of any opponents’. The
Catholie clergy have for centuries boldly said before
all the people words to this effect: ‘“The Catholie
chureh is the cliurch of God, and the gates of hell
shall never prevail against it, come what may.”
Jehovah's prophet, furthermore, foretold that they
would say (and they do say): ‘“We have made a
covenant with death, and with hell are we at agree-
ment ; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through,
it shall not come [nigh] unto us.”” (Isa. 28:15) Many
sincero persons have been indueed to believe that the
Catholic church, composed of and ruled by a few
men, is a charm against all ills and therefore that
to be in the Catholic organization means to be safe,
Those religious leaders have defamed the name of
Jehovah God and have made void his Word by teach.
ing and inducing the people to believe the traditions
of men and to give honor and glory 1o men, and have
thus turned them away from God. Jehovah God there-
fore deelares his purpose to destroy that religious
organization completely, To hypocritical ‘‘Christen-
dom’’, and particularly to the clergy thercof, Jeho-
vah says: ‘‘“The hail shall sweep away the refuge of
lies, . . . And your covenant with death shall be dis-
annulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand ;
when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then
ye shall be trodden down by it.”’—1Isa. 28:17, 18,

3 But before Jehovah exceutes his judement against
““Christendom’’ he calls out a ‘“people for his name”’
and scnds that people as his witnesses amongst the
nations to dcelarc his name and to give a warning
to ‘‘Christendom”’, 1lis witnesses collectively are pic-
turcd under the symbol of the ‘““man . . . clothed
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side’’.
(Ezck. 9:2-11) This company of faithful witnesses
reecives from the Lord his eemmand to go throughout
¢Christendom”’ and to put a mark on the forehead
of the sincere ones in “‘Christendom’’ that sigh and
ery because of the hypocritieal practices and wicked-
ness done in ‘‘Christendom’” by the religionists. Thus
the Lord by his witnesses puts the mark in the fore-
head of such by giving the people information from
God’s Word, that they may intelligently get an un-
derstanding of Jchovah’s purposes, which will enable
them to flee out of the wicked religious organization
and find refuge under God’s King. The commission
is given to Jchovah’s witnesses, and the duty and
obligation is laid upon them ; and they must, in order
to maintain their integrity toward God, ‘‘rise up
against her in battle,”’ that is, they must vigorously,
boldly, and fearlessly declare the name and purpose
of Jehovah God regardless of the opposition and at-
tacks upon them by the enemy. It means a war, which
is now in progress; and that is a war of righteous-
ness carricd on by proclaiming the truth against a
crowd of wicked bypocrites, the truth exposing the
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latter to the view of honest persons. In obedience to
God’s commandment his witnesses engage in this work,
and the work seems very strange to professed Chris-
tian people, because God’s witnesses speak the truth
and the clergy say to the people: ‘“What these Jeho-
vah’s witnesses say shocks our religious susceptibili-
ties, and that should not be permitted.’”’ The work
of Jehovah is not strange, however, to those who love
and scrve God, because GGod has commanded them
to declare the day of his vengeance, and this they
must do and will do. That ‘“strance work’’ is now
in progress, and those who love the Lord are havine
a part in it, When that sirange work is done, will

‘‘Christendom’’ fall never to rise again?
(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

T 1. To whom will Jehovah do ‘as he did to Shilol’, and why?
Why is what came to pass at Sluloh now of peculiar intercst
to those who are devoted to Jchovali God?

¥ 2. How is 1t shown that the message of warning proclaimed
by Jeremiah was from Jehovah, und that it foreshadowed
& work now to be done before Armageddont

¥ 3. How and to whom is Jchovah now making available aa
Sudc;stunding of his prophecies? For what purpose 1s this

one

T 4. What facts show that Jehovah sclected and ordained Jere-
mizh to do & specific work?

T 5, 6. What is meant by ¢ meekness?’’? Why is it so important?
Bhow that Jeremiah ju his course of nction well pieturd
those who mre now of the remnant and continuc Faithful
unto death.

¥ 7. How dil the work committed to Jeremiah (1:10) fore-
shadow and foretell the work of Jehovah’s servant claes
now on carth?

¥ 8-10. Po.unt out the importanee, (n) to Jeremiah, and (b) to
those whom he pictured, of Jehovah’s instiuction recorded
at Jeremiak 1: 16,17, At verse 18, At verse 19,

T 11, 12. ow id Jeremnah earry out the command of Jehovah,
‘¢Stand in the gute of the Lord’s house’’ ¢

¥ 13-15. Apply (a) the fact that Jeremiah was not iustructed
to first ask permission from the pricsts of the temple,
{b) The command ¢“Hear the word of the Lord’?, (c¢) The
designation ‘‘all ye of Judah’’.

T 16,17. Of nhom docs *¢Christendom’’ consist] To whom in
Jeremiali’s day was the message of warning to be given,
and for what purpose? Compare therewith the situation in
¢“Cluistendom?’ today.

1 18,19. Desenibe the oceasion for the words of the prophet
at Jercmiah 7: 4, (a) as spoken to typical Isracl, (b) As
applicd to the time of fultillment thercof.

T 20, 21. Xxplain the conditional promise given to the Tsrachtes
by Jehovah through his prophet as recorded at Jerenuuh
7:6G,7. Bhow that this was prophetic. Justify the charge
recorded at verse 8 as addressed to Isrgel. As addressed to
¢¢Christendom’’,

¥ 22. How had the Israclites done as indicated at verses 9,109
Show that therein was foretold tho procedure of those
today who profess and practice the so-called ¢fChristian
religion’’,

T 23,24, Compare the condition disclosed at Jeremiah 7: 11,
John 2:13-16 and Matthew 21: 12,13 with that of ‘‘or-
ganized religion’’ today,

¥ 25, 26. With scriptures, account for the apparently confident
procedure of the eleigy in their wicked work, and for thar
having so long continued therein.

T 27. How bad God set lus name at Shiloh? What wickedness
did Israel commit there?

¥ 28-31. How did God show that he had forsaken the tabernacle
at Shiloh?

T 32,33. Why did Jehovah thus afflict the Israclites with great
disaster? Why did this appear to themn to be so strange?
Why has Jehovall provided the record of that strange act?

9 34-36. How did the Lord do ns declared at Jeremiah 7: 13,
with the result as recorded? ow does tlus have fulfillment §
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‘What is to be expected in line of such conduct?

¥ 37, 38. Compare the deflection by the leaders of Israel, and
the outcome thercof, with that of the leaders of ‘‘organized
religion?? jn ¢¢Christendom’’,
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¥ 39. How is the ‘setting a mark’ accomplished as commanded
at Ezekiel 9: 47 Why is this procedure also prophetically
referred to as ‘rising up against her in battle’t Who wiil
engage therein, and with what resultt

THE GREATEST RESURRECTION

dewish year, and corresponded to about the

month of April. The fourteenth day of Nixam,
in the year A.D. 33, found Jesus of Nazareth dead
and in the tomb. The hopes of his followers were
dashed to the ground. Looking baek to the promises
made by Jchovah God to their forefather, faithful
Abraham, the disciples and other associates had be-
lieved Jesus to be the promised Messiah and trusted
that he would be the deliverer of the nation of Israel
from Roman bondage, and that he would also be the
instrument for the blessing, through lsrael, of all the
nations of the earth. But now he who they had hoped
would redeem JIsracl (Luke 24:21) was dead. They
were perplexed and overwhelmed. Seemingly they
did not expeet him to be raised from the dead, nor
did they know at that time that Jchovah would net
suffer the flesh of his Holy One to corrupt. The con-
duct of the disciples at that time, as well as that of
those whio were in full sympathy with them, shows
that they did not expeet his resurrection,

The body of Jesus had been carefully wrapped and
placed in the toinb with myrrh, aloes, and spices, evi-
dently to prevent decomposition. The subsequent great
sorrow of the faithful Jewish women at the tomD and
their belief that the hody of Jesus had been wrong-
fully removed and hid elsewhere, also the perplexity
of the disciples, all tend to show that they did not
have any hope or expeetation of the resurrcction of
Jesus. Then, also, we have the positive statement in
dohn’s gospel, chapter twenty, verse nine: ‘‘For as
yet they knew not the seripture, that he must rise
again from the dead.”’

The disciples were Jews, and it might be supposed
that they were somewhat acquainied with the Scrip-
tures. We remember, however, that they were net
learned men; and even if they had been acquainted
with the text of the Seriptures they could not have
had a very clear undcrstanding of them at that time;
just as we now sce there are many wonderful iruths
in the Bible which have been there for centuries and
which Christians never understood until recently.
Now as we look at the inspired Word of God we can
sec some texts in Hebrew prophecies which clearly
refer to the resurrcction of Jesus, and which texts
inust have been familiar to many Jews at the time
Jesus was crucified. For information we note some
of these texts here,

The prophet Job pointed to the time of redemption
and dcliverance when he said: ““For I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
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day upon the earth.”” (Job 19:25) If the Redecmer
was to stand at the latter day upon the earth, then
he must be raised from the dead after he had pro-
vided the redemptive price by his death; hence this
seripture must foreshadow his resurrection. The psalm-
ist David wrote prophectically eoncerning Jesus’ res-
urrection, when he said: ‘‘For thou wilt not leave
my soul in hell; ncither wilt thou suffer thine Iloly
One to see corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path
of life; in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore.’”’ (Ps.
16:10,11) We have the inspired testimony of the
apostle Peter that the prophet David did there refer
to the resurrection of Jesus.—Aects 2:27-31; 13: 35-37.

Again, the prophet David wrote concerning Jesus,
the Savior of the world, these words: ““For thou hast
delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears,
and my feet from falling.”’ (Ps. 116:8,9) This de-
liverance clearly includes the awakening out of
death. Jesus was awakened out of death in the ex-
press image of the Father, according to the third
verse of the first chapter of the book of Hebrews,
Again, the psalmist wrote these words: ‘“Thou {Jesus]
hast aseended on high, thou hast led eaptivity cap-
tive: thou hast reecived gifts for men.”” (Ps. 68:18)
Clearly the apostle Paul refers to this same seripture
in his letter to the Ephesians, chapter four, verses
8-10, showing that the psalmist referred to the res-
urrcction of Jesus.

The prophet Isaiah (9:6,7) wrote: ““For unto us
a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the gov-
ernment shall be upon his shoulder; and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Of the inercase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice, from henceforth even for
ever.”” Here it is clearly stated that the One who
would hold this exalied position, the Messiah or Christ,
is to be the everlasting Father. The term ‘‘father”’
means life-giver, and it would be impossible for Jesus
to be the great Life-giver to man unless he were raised
from the dead.

Again, the prophet Isaiah deseribed the sufferings
of Jesus and his death and subsequent resurreetion,
when he wrote these words: ‘“The Lord {dJchovah
God] hath laid on him [Jesus] the iniquity of us
all. . . . He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
. .. He was taken from prison and from judg-
ment: . . . he was cut off out of the land of the
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living: for the transgression of my people was he
stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death; ... when thou shalt
make his soul an offering for sin, he shall sce his
seed, . . . Ile shall sce of the travail of his soul, and
shall be sati<fied: by his knowledge shall my right-
eous servant justify many.”’ (Isa. 53:6-11) IIe ecould
not have pourcd out his soul unto death and after-
ward sece the travail of his soul and be satisfied un-
less he should be raised from the dead.

These seriptures clearly foretell the resurrection
of Jesus. Besides this, Jesus had told his diseiples
while in the land of Galilee that he would be put
to death and would be raised from the dead. (Luke
24:6,7) The apostle Matthew (17:22,23) writes:
‘“And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto
them, The Son of man shall be betrayed into the
hands of men; and they shall kill him, and the third
day he shall be raised again. And they were exeeced-
ing sorry.”’ But it may not be expected of the disciples
that they should understand the meaning of these
ancient prophetie seripturces as referring to the resut-
reetion of the lord. They were not men of great
learning, They were poor and followed humble oceu-
pations. They had doubtless not had the advantage
of a great amount of education; but a stronger rea-
son why they did not understand is that the holy
spirit had not then been given and their minds had
not been illuminated, and it is not to be expected
that they would understand then the ‘““deep things’
of God’s Word. (1 Cor. 2:14) Nor is it at all sur-
prising that they had {orgotten some of the sayings
of Jesus coneerning his betrayal, his death and res-
urrection, We must remember that they loved Jesus
very devotedly; and uppermost in their minds was
the hope that he would be the deliverer of Isracl.
Only five days before his death they had joined in
his triumphant cntry into Jerusalem, when the com-
mon people hailed him with gladness and joy. (Matt.
21:1-11) Ilis death was so sudden, so cruel, the
shock from it so terrible. that the minds of these
faithful disciples and others who loved him dearly
were stunned, They were truly overwhelmed with
sorrow and grief. 1Ie had been rudely snatehed from
them: unjustly tried, brutally eondemned, and then
subjected to the niost ignominious death known to
man, the death of the accursed tree.

Clearly in fulfillment of the propheey of Isaiah
aforementioned, Jesus was put to death as a wicked
one, therchy making his grave with the wicked; and
he was laid in the sepulelre of a rich man of Ari-
mathea, named Joseph.—Matt, 27:57.

Little is said as to the doings of the disciples and
their associates immediately following the killing of
dJesus when he was laid away in the tomb, The good
women went and ““beheld where he was laid”’. No

doubt little else was done at the time of the burial..

After six o’clock in the cvening of that day was the
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beginning of the Jewish sabbath day, and under the
law the Jews must rest; hence we are not to expect
that they did much of anything. Nor could it have
been a day of much rest to them. It was a day of
great sorrow. They could not do any work to divert
their minds from the terrible shock caused by the
hanging of the Lord on the tree. The rest period
must have been one merely of cessation from labor,
Surcly they had little rest of body or peace of mind.
For them it was a day of sorrowful waiting, because
tomorrow they would go to the tomb. The sabbath
ended at six o’clock that evening, bhut the night fol-
lowed, which prevented them from visiting the tomb
then,

The morning following was the first day of the
week ; and carly that morning, before it beeame very
light, Mary Magdalene and other good women who
had followed Jesus from Galilee and had ministered
unto him hastened to the Savior’s tomh. When they
reached there the angel of the Lord appeared unto
them, saying: ““Fecar not ye: for I know that ve scek
Jesus, which was erucified. Ile is not here; for he is
risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord
lay. And go quickly, and tell his diseiples that he s
riscn from the dead; and, behold, he goeth hefore you
mto (alilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told
yoi. And they departed quickly from the sepulchre,
with fear and great joy, and did run to bring lLis
disciples word.”” (Matt. 28:5-8) This news to these
faithful women sounded too good to be truc. They
were dazed and bewildered ; yet with joy they hur-
ried away to deliver the message to others who loved
the Lord.

Here we have the proof that the resurrection of
Jesus is one of the strings upon the doctrinal harp
of God, yielding great joy to those who hear its
blessed sound. The first human ercature who heard
of the resurrcetion rejoiced. How much more joy
there must have been in heaven at that hour!

The term ‘‘angel’”” means ‘‘messenger’’; that is,
onc who is sent on a mission as a representative or
deputy, or messenger of God. These holy messengers
or angels always have aceess to the Father, Jehovah
God. (Matt. 18:10) We should expeet, of course,
that these holy ones of the heavenly host would sing
praise and give utterance to joy before the Lord (od
at cvery progressive step of the outworking of his
purpose. These angels inhabit the heavens, the hich
place. And so the psalmist writes of them: ““Praise
ve the Lord. Praise ye¢ the Lord from the heavens:
praise him in the heights. Praise ye him, all his anecls:
praise ye him, all his hosts.”’—Ps. 148:1, 2.

There can he no question that these beloved angels
rcjoiced greatly at the marvelous demonstration of
Jdehovah God’s almighty power in raising up his
only-begotten Son from the dead and clothing him
upon with the divine life and immortality. That was
and is the greatest resurrcetion,
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in the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s captivity,

which corresponded with A.D. 1919, the fifth year
from 1914. It was one year and two months later that
the events in the eighth chapter of Ezekicl’s prophecy
came to pass. This marks the beginning of a new vision
and scries of prophecies by Ezckiel. At the time when
this prophecy began to have its fulfillment the Lord
Jesus Christ was in the temple of Jchovah. He in-
spects the defiled ‘‘organized Christianity’’, so ealled,
and points out to the *‘faithful servant’’ class of today
(pictured by Ezekicel) the conditions there found, and
the ‘‘servant” elass is enabled to undcrstand and ap-
preciate the same as never before. As the vision ap-
peared to Ezekicl, so the ‘‘faithful servant’’ class in
every instanec has seen that there is and has been the
worship of the ereature rather than the Creator. Such
is Devil worship, the Devil’s method of fraudulently
claiming to worship God, the purpose beiug to turn
man away from Jchovah.

A spirit, an officer of Jehovah, appcared in the name
and by the power of Jchovah God and lifted Ezckiel
up and showed him how the temple at Jerusalem had
Leen defiled. The fulfillment of this is that God through
his duly constituted officers lifted up the ‘‘faithful
servant’’ elass, and showed that class how Satan had
reproached and defamed God’s name. ‘“And he [Je-
hovah’s ofiicer] put forth the form of an hand, and
tock me by a loek of mine head; and the spirit lifted
me up between the earth and the heaven, and brought
me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to the door of
the inner gate that looketh toward the north, where
was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provoketh
to jealousy. And, behold, the glory of the God of Israel
was there, according to the vision that I saw in the
plain. Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine
cyes now the way toward the mnorth, So I lifted up
minc cyes the way toward the nerth, and behold, north-
ward at the gate of the altar, this image of jealousy
in the entry.”” (Ezek. 8:3-5) Thus the Lord lifted up
the faithful anointed ‘‘servant’’ class between ecarth
and heaven and brought them in vision to Jerusalem,
the heavenly organization, to the door of the inner
gate of the temple that looks toward the north, from
which divine authority and judgment procced; and
there appeared the image of jealousy.

The Devil is the very image or personification of
jealousy and envy, ITe was jealous and cnvious of the
worship given by man to Jchovah and coveted the
same, Therefore Satan said: ‘“I will be like the Most
High.”” Everything that God has done for human
salvation the Devil has tried to imitate, out of jealousy
and for the purpose of deceit, to draw men away from
Jeliovah God. The Devil is the mimie god and vigor-
ously endeavors to turn all ereatures away from Jcho-
vah and from the truth. This mimie, or ‘‘image’’,
provokes to jealousy. In giving his law to Isracl God
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said: “‘ Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou
shalt not make unto thee any graven image, ... 1
the Lord thy God am a jealous God.”” (Ex. 20:3-5)
That law was not given for Jchovah’s benefit, but was
declared for the benefit of Israel and all who thereafter
should come to a knowledge of God,

All life proceeds from Jehovah; whercas Satan is
the one who has unrighteously taken life. Envying the
honor and glory that is properly bestowed upon Jeho-
vah by his ereatures, and coveting that honor and
glory for himself, Satan has resorted to all inanner
of erime to turn creaturcs away from God. For the
benefit of ercation and for his own honor and glory,
and that his ercatures might know him and live, Jeho-
val God must in his own due time vindicate his name
against this jealous one. All the images that have been
reared up for the purpose of being worshiped were
reared up by the Devil, and therefore the Devil is
““the image of jealousy’’. The truth discloses the true
sitnation that man may have the opportunity to kuow
God and to know the way to life.

As the image of jealousy seen by Ezekiel depicted
the Devil, so the organization of the Devil on the carth
is the true image of the Devil, morally, mentally, and
in practicc. Today God’s ¢‘faithful servant’’ class secs
““‘the abomination that maketh desolate”’, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet and by the Lord Jesus Christ,
stunding in the holy plaee. (Matt. 24:15) Tt is the
Devil’s produet, his organization, and it is ““the image
of the beast”’, the League of Nations. Tt has its scat
in the ‘holy place’ of *“organized religion’’, which ealls
itsclf by the holy name of GGod and which claims to
be the favored onc of Jehovah God; and thus the name
of Jehovah is reproached and descerated. Its prime
promoters and chicf supporters are the nations which
call themsclves ‘“Christian nations”’, ““The image of
jealousy’’ and the League of Nations, the product and
offspring of the Devil, is anti-kingdom-of-God. All
who support it, cither actively or passively, put them-
selves in a position antagonistic to the kingdom of God.

Those who profess to be eonscerated to God and who
hold tha: ‘“‘ithe higher powers’ (Rom. 13:1) mecans
the ruling powers of this world deceive themselves
and deceive others. Many of the former elders of the
ceclesias or Bible classes insist that ““the higher pow-
ers’’, deseribed by the apostle in Romans thirtcen,
means the ruling powers of this world. Being selfish,
they have beeome hlind to the revelation of (fod’s
truth. ‘“God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should helieve a lie.”’ (2 Thess, 2:11) These also fail
to see the organization of Jehovali, and therefore fail
to appreciate the fact that the kingdom is at hand.
They do not sce the kingdom of God, and thercfore
refuse to take a stand for it. They insist on treading
softly so far as the Devil and his organization are
concerned, and arc led in the way of outer darkness;
and, as the Seriptures declare, the same fate awaits
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them as God has provided for the Decvil. They are
anti-kingdom-of-God.

The elders, lcadérs, or eclergymen of ‘‘Christen-
dom’’, practically as a unit support the League of
Nations and falscly elaim that the abominable thing
is ‘the political expression of God’s kingdom on carth’,
and ihese likewise insist that ‘“‘the powers that be’’
are the kingdoms of this world, which the Lord plainly
declares constitute the visible organization of the
Devil. Anyone who is devoted to the Lord and who
receives the Lord’s approval must take his stand un-
cquivoeally on Jehovah’s side and speak the frath
concerning Satan’s oreanization and Jechovah’s or-
ganization, to the end that he may have some part in
the vindication of Jchovali’s name.

Then ihe ofiicer of the Lord in charge of Ezekiel
continues the inspection, and Ezekicl sces more abom-
inations. ““And he broueht me to the door of the
court fof the temple]; and when I looked, behold a
hole in the wall. Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall; and when I had digged in the
wall, behold a door. And he said unto me, (io in, and
behold the wicked abominations that they do here.
So I went in and saw ; and behold, every form of creep-
ing things, and abominable heasts, and all the idols
of the house of Isracl, pourtrayed upon the wall round
about. And there stood before them scventy men of
the ancients [elders] of the house of Israel, and in
the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan,
with every man his eenser in his hand; and a thiek
cloud of ineense went up.”’ (Ezck. 8:7-11) The abom-
inable beasts and idols portrayed upon the wall of
the house or temple of the Israclites Toreshadowed the
ahominable things that have been brought into pro-
fessed ““Christianity’” which c¢laims to be the temple
of the Lord.

The modernist elergy, while claiming to be minis-
ters of God, are the Ieaders and teachers of evolution
and are guilty of ancestor worship, in this, that they
claim that ‘‘every form of creeping things’’ or ‘‘abom-
inable beasts’’ preceded man on carth and that these
are man’s ancestors or blood rclatives. These clergy-
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men hold on to their jobs and draw their pay from the
people on the pretext of being interpreters of the Word
of God, and they occupy so-ealled ¢“Christian pulpits’’,
In their discourses they take a Bible text as a pretext
to teach cvolution. They rcad their text and get away
from it immediately, These elders or leaders. other-
wise called ““clergymen’” of ‘‘organized Christianity’’,
burn inecnse in the house which they call the house
of the Lord, their church, while they busy themselves
in turning the pcople away from God and from the
Bible. Therefore in the picture each one is shown with
a ecenser in his hand with incense round about. They
deny the exisienee of the supreme, all-wise God, the
Creator of heaven aud carth, They are so wise in their
own conceits that they believe they can teach what
they will, and that the people will not understand
them and that ‘no one will see them’. Therefore says
the Lord to Ezckiel : “*Son of man, hast thou scen what
the ancients [elders] of the house of Isracl do in the
dark, every man in the chambers of his imagerv? for
they say, The Lord seeth us not; the Lord hath for-
saken the earth.”’—Ezck. 8:12.

These distinguished clergymen, wise in their own
conceits, are, in the language of God’s Word, fools.
They say, ‘There is nothing to show that God made the
carth and its creatures,” and they tell the people that
the Bible aceount thercof is mere nonsense and imag-
inations of unlearned men, They laugh at the state-
ment, ‘Your Father in heaven seeth in seerel.’ (Matt,
6:6,18) They are hypoerites of the worst kind, be-
cause they elaim to represent God and yet they deny
God, and in fact represent the Devil and defame and
desecrate God’s name.

Anyone who is a child of the Lord and in the cove-
nant for the kingdom, and who would put on the
‘‘soft pedal’’ concerning such men and fail to point
oul that they arc the Devil’s servants, would he un-
faithful to God and to his covenant, The “‘faithful
servant’’ class, cach one of which will do his duty,
will tell the truth, that God’s truth may sweep away
these hiding places of lics, that the glory of the Lord
may be seen by those who love righteoustess.

JEHOVAH’S PROVISION TIMELY

DEAR BroTuer RUTHERFORD:

Pardon the encroachment trom a heart overflowing with un-
restrainuble expression of appreciation to Jelovah for an appre-
ciation and understanding of his explanation of Proverbs 4:7
(May 15 Watchtower), the repeated study of whieli bows ene’s
head 1n awe and hunnhity as we realize, vividly, our relutionship
#8 children and the ncerued responsibility connected therewth.

The explanation of how one may know, 1f of the family of
Uod (puragraphs 16-19), surely should enable all to ascertain
their 1espective relationship, llow timely is our God! With
brethren here and there ashing just such questions in an effort
to learn their relative positions and responsibilities, Jehovah,
providing timely ¢‘food convenient’’, makes it possible that
none nced be in ignorance or doubt.

How can anyone question the guidance, eare and supervisien
of His people through the Socicty nnd its authorized pubhea-
tions. The faet that the procedure of the Society for yeura
relative to the sclection of servants for positions of respounsi-
bility has bcen identical with that outlined in Deuteronviny

1:12,13, as explained in May 15 Walchtower (paragraphs
7,8), reveals clearly that althougli companics recominend,
Jehorah appoints,

That one fact alone should euuse the cessation of all mur-
wmuring, strife, contention and selfishness; and it does in the
mind and heart of all faithtully maintaining their mtegrity.
Surely the infamous attempt of Satan through false brethren
(ligh or low in previous positions of service) will only cntreneh
the faithful in renewed aetivity ns commanded by Jehoval
and directed through Ilis authorized and mamfested media,
viz,, the Bocicty and its publications,

Pleasa be assured, dear brother, that, although foving you
9ear1y and delighting in working with you in ohedience to the
commandments of our Father and the law of our mother?, all
honor and praise must and does go to Jehovah and Christ Jesus.
Praying His blessing upon you in your position of respon-
sibility, I hope to remain

Your brother and servant,
D. W, ALDEN, Kansas.



