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Fhe WATCHTOWER

PreLisHep Sevr-MonTtmuy By
WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
117 Adams Street - Brooklyn, N. Y., U.S. A.

OFFICERS
J. F. Rutuerrorp President W, E. VAN AuBUreir Sceretary

“And all thy children shsli be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”~ Isaish 54:23.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of lifo to s creatures; that the ILogos was the begimning of
his ereation and his aective agent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jcsus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in hecaven and earth, and the Chief
Execcutive Officer of Jehoval.

THAT GOD created the ecarth for man, created perfect
man for the curth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
dizobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adum’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and tho man Jesus suf
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemplivo
price for all munkind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
cxalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
namo and clothed him with all pewer and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus ig the Cluef Ofiicer thereof und is the
nizhtful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Chiist Jesus wie children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and aro his witnesses whose duty and

rivilego it is to testify to the supremaey of Jehovah, declaro

is purpoges towird mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the fruts of the kingdom beforo all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD has ended, aod thoe Lord Jesua Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven und is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdomn on earth,

THAT THE RELIEFE and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only hy and thiough Jehoval’s kingdom under
Christ which has now begun; thut the Loid’s next great
act 19 the destiuction of Satun’s orgamzation and the estab-
lishment of 1ighiteousness in the earth, and that uwnder the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall live

ITS MISSION

ITI8 journal is published for the purpose of enabline
the people to know Jehovah God and his puiposes us
expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible mstruetion

specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It arranges
gystematic Dible study for 1ts readers and supphies othier hiter-
ature to nid in such studies, 1t publishes suitable material
for radio broadeasting and for other meuns of public instruc-
tion in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances, 1t is entirely free and separute from all partics, sccts
or other workily organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jelovah God under Christ
lis Beloved Kimg, It 1s not dogmatie, but inwites eareful
and critical examination of its contents in the light of tf
Scriptures, Tt does not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED STATFS, $1.00; CANADA AND MISCELLANEOUS ToORnIGtw,
$1.50; GriLAT DRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTH ArRIica, 7.

Ameriean rewittances should be made by Ilapress or Postul Monev
Ordor, or by Dank Draft. Canadiun, Briti-h, South Afriean and
Austialasian remittances should be made ditect to the respecliie
branch oflices, Itemitlances from countrics other than {ho-e men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn oflice, but by Inf¢rnativnal
Tostal Money Order only.

ForriGN QOFriCcrSs

British . .........3%1Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, IInzland

Canadian ., ... .. .40 Irnin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Australasian , . T Deresford Noad, Strathfield, N, 8, W., Australia

Koulh African .., . Do-ton llouse, Capo Town, South Africa
I'lease address the Soclety in every case.

(Translations of thig jowrnal appear in scveral languapes.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adverstty are unable to pay tho subseniption price
muay have The Watchtuwer frec upon written appheation to i
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so te-
questing it. We are glad to thus ard the needy, but the wiiltcu
apphication once each year is required by the postal regulations,

Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal rub-
scription will bo sent only when requested. Change of adidre -,
when requested, may be expected to appear on addresy Tabel watlan
one month, A rencwal blank (earrying notice of cxpiration) will
be sent with the journal one month beforo the subscriplion eapires

Entcred as Recond Class Mail Matter at Broollyn, N, Y., Posto/.cc.
Act of Mareh 3, 15879,

on carth forever,

“JEHIOVAI'S PRAISE” TESTIMONY

The midsummer testimony period, Aungust 1-9, is designated
4 Jehovah’s Praise”’. Ths will be an exeellent time for as many
ag can to arrange to take therr vacution, thereby to be able to
devote a3 much time as possible to this privilege than which
none is lmgher or grander, Jehovah’s prae. That «ll s de-
voted ones may begin at once to plan and artange thercfor it
is here stated that the feature of this testimony penod will be
the offering bound in a special wiapper Books One, Two and
Three of Viundwation, on contnbution of 50c. iindication,
with its full statement on the work of ‘the man with the
inkhorn? and the Jehu-Jonndab picture, ete., should prove ex-
cellent material to place followimg the recent wide distribution
of the book Lichrs. Tt will also be proper to offer in combina-
tion with the above three books the two books Light with the
book Prophecy, all on a $1.00 contribution. ““Prumze ye Jehe-
vah.!? Due repoits of your prase efforts should he made, to
the Brooklyn head office direct 1f you ate not under Branch
supervision. Distribution of the above bouk offers will continue
throughout the entire month of August,

VACATION
Facrony axp OfFrFicr: CLoSED—JULY 23-AUGUST 9

The factory and office at DBrooklyn will be closed {1om July 20
to August 9 inclusive. During those two weeks the Bethel family

will have the opportunity to take part in the field privileges
with all other kingdom publishers, No slupments of htersture
can be mude to anyone during that time. Please get your orders
in to the Brooklyn ofliee sutticiently ahead for hondling and
filling before the above date, and make certain therehy that
you will not run short of hterature supplies during the month
of August. Bear i mind the special testimony period at that
time.

Orders ecannot be filled during vacation period, as no one will
be liere to answer letters, but all mal will have immediate
attention on the 1eopening of the factory on August 10,

N

TRANSCRIPTION MACHINES AND SOUND CARS

The Society construets and assembles portable transenption
maclnines at our own tactory at 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N. Y.
These machines are spung-wound, and operated from a 6-vult
wet-cell bhattery, Every machine is furmshed eomplete wath the
battery and a battery charger, so that it cun be kept up to 19
full strength, Thhg wachine ean be offered at 3100, complete,
to brethien in the United States.

The sound car equipment meludes the above and, additionnlly,
a power amphfier and a horn with mountings for the top of
your car. The entie sound car equipment with microphon: -
tachiment can he had for $175. Wiite to the Society for detaile,
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OBADIAH

PART 1

“TWhen the Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory.”’—Ps, 102: 16.

manifest to his servants after he had sent his
Messenger, Christ Jesus, straichtway to the
temple. The Chief One of Jchovah’s capital organi-
zation is Christ Jesus, and he appears at the temple
as the representative of Jdchevah, and thus he builds
up Zion, All power in heaven and in earth having been
commitied by Jehovah to the Lord Jesus, the appear-
ing of Jesus at the temple and the building up of
Zion is in fact the appearing of Jehovah and the shin-
ing forth is Jehovah's glory, dJdesus Christ is the ex-
press image of Jehovah, and the glory of Jehovoh s
made to appear by and throush Christ Jesus. At the
temple Christ Jesus is accompaniced by his retinue of
angels, who serve him and do his bidding, as he ihe
great Judee sits upon his throne of glory, (Matt.
25:31) The time is the day of judgment, which judg-
ment begins at the house of (fod, and which pertains
particularly to those who are in a eovenant to do the
will of God, whether that covenant be actual or by
implication. 1t was at the ecoming of the Lord to
the temple that the unfolding of the propheeies be-
gan, and those who are reeeived and made a part of
the temple organization, or Zion, see and appreciate
the propheeies as the Lord unfolds them. Those who
are in a covenant to do the will of God but whom the
Lord finds to be unfaithful when he appcars and
judeges at the temple do not sce or understand the
fulfillinent of the propheeies. For that reason there
arc those who elaim to be in the truth but who fail
to see present truth and hence doubt that there is
really any evidence of the seeond coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Such persons find themselves trying to
locate themselves by reason of chronology, and, being
unable to do so, they lose what little light they once
possessed. Had sueh persons been unselfishly looking
to the faithful performance of the covenant which
they had made, and to the vindication of Jehovah’s
name, doubtless they would have laid hold on the
promises and clearly discerned and appreciated the
propheeies.
2 Those who have not been approved and received
into the temple even raise objections to The Walch-
tower, saving that it is only the expression of the

J’ETIOVAH caused his glory to begin to be made

opinion of man and therefore cannot be relied upon.
Others, who have had a desire to shine in the eyes
of men, make remarks of this nature, to wit: ““The
Watchtower does not eontain sufficient information
to ¢nable me to prepare from it a discourse for the
friends.”” Being complainers, murmurers and fault-
finders, bhoth of the objectors here named are in the
same class. (Jude 16) The Walchiower does not at-
tempt the expression of the opinion of any man con-
cerning propheey, but in the language of the Serip-
tures continues to declare that propheey is not of
private interpretation. (2 Pet, 1:20) Since the com-
ing of the Lord Jesus to the temple as the representa-
tive of his IFather he eauscs to be brought to the at-
tention of those who love him the physical facts show-
ing fulfillment of propheey, and, setting these faets
alongside the words of the propheey, those who love
God are enabled to see how such faets fit the propheey
and thus show the fulfillment thereof. Being wholly
devoted to Jehovah, sueh are not concerned about
chronology, but accept what the Lord clearly reveals,
and that is usually after the date under consideration
is past. They are not speeulating as to the time when
they are going to get off the carth and be taken to
heaven. They have cngaged to serve Jehoval for ever,
and fully appreeciate the fact that it is not for the
creature to determine or even attempt to determine
Jjust whea his scerviee on the earth may ecase and when
he may be transfcrred to heavenly realms, The ehief
objective of the faithful servant class is to serve Jcho-
vah and his kingdom, knowing full well that the Lord
is directing their course and will bring about the re-
sult according to his holy will. Whether Armageddon
is one year or many years in the future is not material
to the faithful servant class. These faithful ones have
entered into the joy of the Lord, which is the vindiea-
tion of Jehovah’s name, and, knowing that Armaged-
don will vindicate Jehovah’s name, the faithful scrv-
ant class are perfectly willing to wait on the Lord and
continue loyally and faithfully serving him. These
faithful ones are in the Lord’s organization, and by
the grace of the Lord they delight to remain there for
ever, and the place of service they do not even care
to choose. They wdl know that God assigns all mem-
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bers to a place in the body as it pleases him and doubt-
less assigns all in his organization to a place, and that
he requires of each and every one full obedience and
faithfulness.

3 The faithful servants of the Lord do not fret them-
selves econcerning the others who fail to do their duty.
Each servant stauds or falls to his master, and there-
fore the faithful one is deeply eoncerned about proving
his own integrity and he knows that he eannot suceeed
in doing so by finding fault with others who appcar
to fail or who do fail to faithfully perform. It is en-
tirely proper for the brethren to point out to one an-
other the great privilege of serving God and his king-
dom and to urge one another to do all he can to mae-
nify the name of Jehovah, but such admonition should
always be given in kindness and never by way of harsh
criticism. All at the temple will be in exact harmony
and will dwell tozether and work together in peace
to the glory of G(iod, which incans the forgetting of
self and the magnifying of the name of Jchovah, ““In
his temple doth cvery one speak of his [Jchovah’s]
glory,”’—DPy. 29: 9.

* These faithful ones deeply appreeiate the loving-
kindness of God in causing his propheeies to he writ-
{en eenturies ago for the speeial benefit of his faithful
scrvants now on the carth. As these prophecies arve
unfolded by the Lord each one of the temple receives
the same joyfully. They know that prophecy does not
proceed from men, but from God, and is made clear
in these last days that the man of (lod may be thor-
oughly furnished and prepared for all good work.—
2 Tim. 3: 16, 17.

® All propheey having the same objective, that is to
say, the vindication of Jehovah’s name, the same phys-
ical faets fulfill different prophecies. It may appear,
therefore, that physical facts are often repeated in
The Watchtower, and the eritical ones will say and do
say: “The Walchtower continues to speak about the
same thing.”” The answer to that is, that the Lord
God was pleased to treat the same matter in a num-
ber of diffcrent prophecies, his purpose manifestly be-
ing to furnish an abundant amount of corroborative
testimony for the aid, comfort and hope of the remnant.,

¢ Among the prophecies Jehovah eaused to be writ-
ten is that of Obadiah, and according to Ilis fixed
rule that prophecy was written for the understanding
of the remnant and for the aid and comfort of such
class, and for that reason it is to be expected that the
Lord will give the remnant an understanding of the
propheey of Obadiah in these last days. The propheey
of Obadiah clearly is present truth, which is received
by the remnant with great joy. 1t foretells the doom
of the relisionists, that is, the men who have organized
and- ecarried on a work in the name of the Lord yet
who have defamed the name of Jehovah for these many
centuries past. The propheey discloses the present
duty and work of the faithiul witnesses of Jehovah
in expesing the duplieity and hypoerisy of the Roman
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Catholic Ilicrarehy and other clergy allied with that
wicked organization, which for years have ruled the
people in an arrogant and scornful mannecr. Thowe
religionists have claimed to be heirs of God's promise
and his favored ones, but they have ignored (od’s
Word aud employed their own selfish schemes and
have advanced their own selfish doctrines in an effort
to accomplish their wicked end. It is certain that the
understanding of this propheey at the present erisis
will be a real eomfort to the faithful witnesses of Je-
hovah, The propheey is therefore considered in minute
detail.

¥ The name Obadiah means ‘‘serving Jehovah®’ or
“‘servant of Jehovah’’; which shows that the propheey
is for the servant class of Jehovah., The understandine
is particularly for the remnant class and must be pro-
claimed within the hearing of all persons of »ood will,
and this must be done before the wrath of Jehovah
falls upon the wiecked, hypoeritical religionists. The
identity of Obadiah is unecertain. It is not certain
whether the prophet, the writer of the propheey, ac-
tually Lore that mame Obadiah or used the nime
Obadiah as an appropriate litle for the propheecy.
This is very intercstine for the reason it suegests that
in the fulfillment of this propheey the personal identi-
ty of those who compose the servant class, whom Oha-
diah pictured, is neither necessary nor important. This
excludes the reacon and opportunity for personal
shining and adulation. To be sure, the Lord Jens,
who is the head of the servant class, is always deli-
nitely identified ; but as to the persons who are made
members of that servant class, their identity is not
at all important except for their own special benefit,
This is exactly as we should expeet it to be in this day.
There is no oceasion, then, to give any special honor
to any man or men., The speecial aduwlation and honor-
inz of men is for the past, ard at the present time it
finds, or at least should find, no place amonest God’s
people. This further explains also that some of tho o
once of the servant elass may fall away and henee a
chanae in the personnel of the servant body be made,
but the purpose and the work of the servant class are
never altered, There is no individual of the servant
class who is so very important that he must be set up
on a pedestal, What counts with the Lord is faith-
fulness in the performance of duty. Those who remam
of the servant elass must he dependable; and if some
become unreliable they will be quickly set aside, but
this would in no wise aflect the result coneerning the
work and the purpose of the servant class,

8 As to the time when this unidentifiecd Obadiah
lived and prophesied, it is not definitely fixed hy the
Seriptures, It is uncertain as to whether the prophicey
vas written before or after the fall of derusalem w
the hand of Nchuehadnezzar, hut the application of thie
propheey is not at all uncertain, That is the important
time and matter. The name as well as the propleey
ol Oladial itself indicates clearly that it apphes to
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aund is fulfilled in the time when (lod has raised up his
servani class and brought them into the temple, which
is after he (Jehovah) has returned to Zion and hy his
chief officer, Christ Jesus, has built up Zion and ap-
peared in his glory, which is from and after the year
A.D. 1918. It appears from the facts and the proph-
ecy itself that its fulfillment began after the second
outpouring of the holy spirit: ‘‘ And it shall come to
pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon
all flesh; and your sons and your daughiers shall
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions ; and also upon the servants
and upon the handmaids in those days will T pour out
my spirit.”’—Jocl 2: 28,29,

? Jchovah gave his servant and prophet a vision:
“The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord God
concerning Edom, We have heard a rumour from the
Lord, and an amhassador is sent amone the heathen,
Arise ye, and let us rice up asgainst her in battle.”’
(Verse 1) The elaxs pietured by Obadiah is doubtless
the same as the watchman whom (lod foretold by his
prophet Isaiah: ““The hurden [load, thing lifted up]
of Dumah” |[meaning “‘silence’’; as stated hy Jere-
miah: “The Lord ¢ur God hath put us to silence”
(Jer. 8:14,15)]. ““Jle [the privoner elass, those un-
der restraint] ealleth to me out of Seir [that is, mean-
ing ‘“‘rouch”’, like a satyr or gout, the Devil], Watch-
man, what of the night? Watchman, what of the
night? The watehman said, The morning cometh, and
also the nicht; if ve will inquire, inquire ye; return,
come [again].”’—Isa, 21:11, 12,

10 Mount Seir was the country of the Idomites,
which pictured the politieal 2nd hypoceritical 1clicions
leaders who elaim the birthriaht to the kingdom but
who are in truth and in faet the representatives of the
Devil. The watehman mentioned is Jehovah's anointed
witnesses, who must be constantly on the wateh in he-
half of the interests of the kinedom of (God under
Christ and sce to it that they do not compromise with
any part of Satan’s oreanization. The watchmen or
servant class must be blind 1o everything except the
kingdom of (lod and its interests, (Isa. 42:19) That
ctass must hear the Word of (God at his mouth and bhe
diligent to proclaim it in the presence and hearing
of others who have an ear 1o hear. ““So thou, O son
of man, T have set thee a watechman unio the house
of Isracl; thercfore thou shalt hear the word at my
mouth, and warn them {rom me.”’—Ezck, 33: 7.

11 The watchman elass is made up of those who are
not to hold their peaee and say nothing heeause of
fear of the enemy or hope {or some favor from the
cuemy. ‘T have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jeru-
golem, which shall never hold their peace day nor
night; ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not
silenee.”’—TJsa. 62:6,

12 Recently when some who had been oceupying
positions of more than ordinary importance in the
Society’s organization and work in the land of Ger-
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many were put on trial, charged with having attempt-
ed to earry on (fod’s work contrary to the laws of the
German government, there was a eomplete failure on
the part of those thus charged to observe the above
commandment of the Lord. Not only did those men
fail to mention the name of Jehovah and of his king-
dom and King, Christ Jesus, which they had agreed
to serve and to obey, but, on the contrary, they coni-
promised with the enemy by saying that they had done
nothing to further the interests of the kingdom of God
contrary to the laws of Germany. A copy of the testi-
mony taken before the court that tried these cases at
Halle contains the following, and the quotations are
taken from that court record, and, without finding it
neeessary to mention any names, we call, as that record
did, the ones charged by the term ““defendant’. One
of these defendants testified before the court, using
these words: ““We did everything in our power to
avoid any aetion against the decree [of Germany for-
bidding the preaching of the gospel of the kingdom]
because we belicved, and today still believe, that the
government {of Germany] does not intend to rob the
individual Christian of his faith, that relizious free-
dom cxists, and that thines would develop in such a
way that it would be possible for the individual
Christian 1o worship his God. It is my conviction that
the only way to obiain results is throueh negotiations
with the government, and I have asked the friends not
to do anything which would interfere with these neso-
tiations, All information issued was according to the
foregoing.”’

13 Clearly the langnage here quoted is cquivalent
to saying, We must ask some carthly power as te
whether or not we shall worship and serve Almichiy
God. At that same court trial held at Halle Decem-
ber 17, 1935, another one of the Socicty’s representi-
tives who was charged with violating the German de-
erce testified in his own behalf, and the following is
quoted from the ofiicial record:

“‘Question by chairman of the court: ‘Did you can-
sider it permissible 1o further faithfully stand togzether
to carry on a work?’

“Answer by defendant: ‘I would consider that a
violation of the law.’

“‘Question by chairman of the court: “Was anything
said about all remaining true to the faith?’ To which
defendant made this answer : ‘This was not spoken of.

. We rather {ried to hinder an orsanized holding
together of the friends in the faith. The various ofti-
cers [of the Socicty] had no right to organize and
encourcge sueh,’

“Question by attorney: ‘At the econferences which
took place in Magdeburg between the serviee direetors,
was it there said that the various individuals should
seek to find a means of existence and at the same time
should be illegally active?’ Answer by defendant:
¢No, on the contrary, 1 suggested on one oecasion that
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such gentlemen who had bheen aetive should cease their
activity.’ ”’

3 The above quotations of the testimony of the de-
fendants were entirely econtrary to what God’s Word
commands and directly contrary to what the Society
holds must be done and what those representatives had
been instructed that they should do. Such words show
a compromise with the enemy. Those who are faithful
to God and his kingdom must obey his commandments
regardless of what any earthly power may decree or
command. No one can prove faithful 1o God and main-
tain his integrity toward God and at the same time
compromise with the enemy hy failing or refusing to
serve God by reason of fear of the enemies of God
and his kinedom. Lukewarmncess is an abomination in
the sight of God. (Rev. 3:16) Jchovah’s witnesses
love him, and they prove this by their beldness in bear-
ing testimony to the truth in the day of judgment.
(1 John 4:17,18) The judges trying the above cases
must have elearly seen the attitude of eompromise, and
defendants reccived no consideration at their hands,
It would be inconsistent for the Society to do anything
in their behalf, after they have proved unfaithful to
the Lord under stress.

35 In contrast with the testimony given by the afore-
mentioned representatives in Germany a numher of
faithful witnesses of Jehoval in that land have demon.
sirated their faithfulness, boldness and firmness in
the deelaration of the truth at all times, and, by the
grace of the Lord, they continue to give testimony in
the name of Jchovah and bis King regardless of per-
sccution. As an example of the determination of many
of the faithful onces in Germany to stand firm, the fol-
lowing incident is quoted, which is taken from a re-
port reeeived from that ecountry: ““‘In one concentra-
tion camp there are 600 of Jehovah’s witnesses. Ivery
day they are ealied out and mistreated, then the offi-
cial ealls out and says: ‘Bible Students cr Jehovah’s
witnesscs, step forward. How many of you will re-
main Jehovah’s witnesses?’ Ivery one raised their
hands, thus testifying for the Lord and his kingdom.”’
There are many such faithful and loyal brethren in
that land. In Germany 2,894 of Jehovah’s witnesscs
have been imprisoned, many of whom are still in
prison. Many of such hesitate not to testify to the
truth and stand firm for the Lord and his kingdom.
In no other way can one be faithful to the Lord. The
experience concerning Daniel, Meshach, Shadrach and
Abed-nego, as recorded in the Bible, is an example of
the proper attitude of one who is in a covenant to do
God’s will. All the faithful will follow the same
course. Jehovah is able to sustain his witnesses, and
nothing can come to them except by his permission.
Such faithful ones have the assurance that the Lord
is directing their way. (Prov. 3:5,6) ‘“And we know
that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.”’—Rom. 8: 28,
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1 The experiences recorded concerning Job prove
that Jehovah permits severe tests to come upon his
people that they may have opportunity to prove their
devotion to and integrity toward God. If one com-
promises with the enemy and suffers from that, such
suffering avails nothing. If one suffers because of his
faithfulness to the Lord, happy is he, because that
sufiering is like the suffering that came upon Christ
Jesus. “"But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be re-
vealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”’—
1 Pet. 4:13.

17 The faithful are now rejoicing in the Lord that
they arve permitted {o fill up some of the sufferings of
Christ left over. (Col. 1:24) Attention is called to
these things, not for the mere purpose of criticizing
anyone, but that those who are subjeeted to the test
may sce and have in mind what is the proper course
for one who has undertaken to do the will of Gad.
Many of the brethrcn in New Jersey have heen sub-
jeeted to similar experiences and in the face of all such
persceufion have stood firm and immovable for the
Lord and his kingdom, ““It is a faithful saying: IFor
if we be dead with him, we shall also live with ham.
If we suffer, we shall also reign with him; if we deny
him, he also will deny us.”” (2 Tim. 2: 11, 12) Fach one
must determine which side he is on and prove his posi-
tion by the constant and faithf{ul eourse of action tuken.

8 Referring to those who find oecasion to say hefore
the brethren: “The Watchtower eontains nothing but
the opinion of a man; we have been mistaken in the
past, and why not understand that The Walchtowr
is now mistaken?’’ Such persons should rememboer
that T'he Walchtower sets out the words of God's
prophet and aloneside that propheey sets down the
physical facts well known to all, that each one who is
of the temple elass may readily decide what is and
what is not in fulfillment of the propheey.

1% Now, concerning the propheey of Ohadiah, note
that this statement is made: ““Thus saith the Loid
God.” Obadiah’s utiered words are therefore not a
dream or a hallucination or a man’s guess or opinion,
but the sure and unfailing Word of Jchovah God.
The purpose of the prophecy is to enlighten the ram-
nant of (God’s people now on the carth that they mivht
stand strong in the Lord and in the power of his might,
Likewise The Watchtower emphasizes the Word of
God and not the guess or opinion of man. God and
Christ Jesus are the teachers, and the anointed do
not need the aid of some self-constituted wise exesete,
To such anointed ones this seripture applies: “ But
the anointing whieh ye have reecived of him abideth
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you; but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and
is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you,
ve shall abide in him.””—1 John 2: 27,

20 The Lord God gave Obadiah his word ““concern-
ing Edom”’, The nickname of Esau was Edom: *“¥E-au,
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who is Edom.’’ (Gen. 36:1) The name means ‘‘red””’
and is a reminder of Esau’s failure to appreciate
God’s favor toward him concerning the Abrahamie
birthright, which Esau sold for the paltry sum of a
mess of pottage, that his selfish appetite mizht be
appeased. “‘And Esau said to Jacob, Feced me, I pray
thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint:
therefore was his name called Jdom [that is to say,
ted (margin)].”” (Gen. 25:30) In this prophecy of
Obadiah the term Edom must of nceessity apply first
to the offspring of Esaun, together with the country or
place which they inhabited, and in fulfillment thereof
to a people onee in line for the Abrahamie birthright.

2t Unlike Jacob’s deseendants, the offspring of Tsau
or Y¥dom was not pure Semitie stock, for the reason
that Esau married outside of Abraham’s family rela-
tion. Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan,
the cursed one. (Gien. 9:25) ““Eeau took his wives of
the dauzhters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Ilon
the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah,
the daughter of Zibeon the Ilivite; and Bashemath,
T<hmael’s  dauehter, sister of Nchajoth,”  (Gen,
26:2,3) Ishmacel was a son of Abraham by }Haear,
an LEgyptian woman, and was therefore a descendant
of Ilam. (Gen. 16: 1) Ishmacel’s doughter Baslemath
was one of the wives of Isau. ‘And Ishmael too't his
wife out of the land of Tgvpt.’ (tien. 21:21) All of
Esau’s ehildren were of a mixed blood, and thercfore
all Edomites were children of an improper union of
Esau with Hamitic women, Jt wus therefore impousi-
ble for the Edomites to be God’s holy nation. lisau
wag a brother of Jacob, a grandson of Abraham. The
Father and mother of Jacob and Idsau were Isaae and
L¢becea. Esau was the firstborn and apparently had
the first claim to the Abrahamie birthright, but it was
the will of (lod that it should be otherwise. (Uen.
22:18; 25:23-26) The deseendants of Iisau, that is,
the Iidomites, must therefore represent a elass of per-
sons who are apparently the firsthorn and in line for
the kingdom,

22 The following definition is published in the book
Govcrnment, page 283: “‘The name Jdom represents
that which is opposed to the Lord. It has the same
meaning as ‘1sau’, and therefore refers to the organi-
zation of Satan, the most 1eprchensible element of
which is eccelesiastieism.’”” Here enlarging upon that
definition, that it may be made more speeifie, it is
stated that Esau or 13dom more specifically stands for
and represents that elass of men who have orzanized
and earricd on relicion in the name of (fod and Christ,
but who in truth and in fact have been and are the
representatives of the Devil, and henee a part of the
Devil’s organization. That clearly shows that anti-
typical Edomites are made up of the Roman Catholie
Hicrarchy and their clergy allies who have used the
Word of God for a selfish pvrpose. The miniature or
first fulfillment of this part of the prophecy of Obadiah
was in the clergy of the time when Jesus was on the
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earth, The priests and Pharisees of that time claimed
to be children of Abraham, and hence in line for the
kingdom Dblcssings that were promised to Abraham,
but Jesus told them that they were the sons of the
Devil. (John 8:13,37-44) Those bypoeritical men
were the ones who rejected the Stone, Christ Jesus,
upon which God has builded his ehurch, and to whom
Christ Jesus said: ‘“Therefore say I unto you, The
kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given
10 a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. And
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken ; but
on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to
powder. And when the chief priests and Pharisces
had heard his parables, they perecived that he spake
of them.”” (3att, 21:43-45) The counterpart of the
priests and Pharisees of that day are the clergy of the
present time, and particularly the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy.

2 dom, the offspring of Esau, therefore clearly
stands for the official religious representatives of the
Devil, to wit, the Roman Catholie ITicrarchy and their
allies, the other clergy, Today Protestantism is dead;
which wus pictured by the young lion slain by Samson,
Those clergymen who organized and carried on the
so-called “‘Protestant relicion” are joined together
with the Roman Catholie Ilierarchy ; and it has been
true since the World War, at which time and sinee
this combined erowd hag soueht the death of the true
followers of Christ Jesus. The elergy of the Catholic
aud so-called ““Protestant’” organizations are vigorous-
ly working together at this day to destroy the true
followers of the Lord. As the Edomites sought to Lill
Jesus when he was on the carth (John 8:37-44), so
the modern-day liédomites seck to bring about the
death of the members of Christ now on the earth, and
therefore they ‘thus do unto the Lord Jesus himself’
in this day ; and beeause these are his faithful followers
he eounts them as a part of himself, While this article
is being prepared the clergy of the Roman Catholie
Hicrarehy, and the so-called ““Protestant’ elergy, ave
attempting to frame mischief by law by causing bills
to be introduced in the New Jersey Legislature, and
in other state legislatures, making it a crime for any-
one to refuse to salute the flag or to write or publish
anything sctting forth the reason why a Christian
cannot salute a flag and thercby atiribute salvation
to men, Otherwise stated, the clergy seck the de-
struction of Jehovah’s witnesses because they insist
ihat a true follower of Christ Jesus must obey God
rather than men. (Acts 5:29) The elergy are the
antitypical Edomites and are the most deeeptive and
reprchensible part of Satan’s visible organization.

24 The Abrahamie birthright privileges were elaimed
by the clergy because they have always claimed to he
the ones favored of God. Jehovah forcknew that they
would be unfaithful and would fall away completely
to the Devil, and therefore he foretold such in this
prophecy concerning the Edomites. The Abrahamic
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birthright privileges o< held out to and claimed by
the eleray, Jesus foretsid would be taken away from
them because they failed to bring forth the fruits
(the truth) of the kine.2om. It is ouly the clergy that
have tried to compete wwith Jehovah's true saints for
the kingdom privilezes, This corresponds exactly
with Isau’s rivalry tov.ard Jacob for the birthright of
his father. Esau tried to kill Jacob, and the antitypical
Edomites likewise now try to kill and destroy Jeho-
vah’s true witnesses, pictured by Jacob. At verse
seven of Obadiah's propheey it is stated that the
Edomites entered into a conspiraey against the true
followers of Christ, That same verse also refers to the
two other clements of Satan’s organization, which form
““the principal of the flock’”, all of which are falsely
called ““Christians’’. In the modern fulfillment of
the propheey the Roman Catholic Hierarehy and their
go-called ‘“Protestant’” allied elergymen lead in a
conspiracy against God’s ‘““hidden ones’’, whom he
has sclected to be members of his holy nation, The
“‘principal of the flock’” have joined in this conspiracy
and arc now -this day committing overt aets against
the people of God, and against his kingdom. The
modern lidomites are therefore elearly identified and
loeated by the Word of God and the indisputable
physical facts, all of which exaetly fit the words of
the propheey.
JUDGMENT TIDINGS

#* The propheey indicates that it is a specifie elass
of persons, and not just one person, that hear the
“rumour’’, or ‘““tidings”’, “We have heard a rumour
[(r.V.) tidings] from the Lord.”” (Verse 1) It is
Cod's servant class, to whom the kingdom interests
on carth are committed, that hear these judegment
tidings from the Lord. They being devoted to the
Lord, their cars are attuned to the good news that
proceeds from the Lord., Others do not have their cars
so attuned, and because they are on the side of the
encmy they do not hear, and thercefore know nothing,
about the judement of the Lord. Continuing the
prophet says: ‘““An ambassador is sent among the
heathen |the nations (R.V.)].”” The Hcbrew word
~used ‘here for ““ambassador’’ is fzeer, and means one
who s constrained by a prineiple, or God’s rule of
action, and is therefore engaged in a pressing or
urgent serviee. Mindful of his privilege and obliga-
iion, the ambassador is on the alert to faithfully per-
form the service assigned to him. Whose ambassador?
It is the messenger or ambassador of the Lord, for the
reason that the Devil would not stir up his own nations
against Tidom, whom the Devil has employed so well
against God’s faithful people. The prophecy suggests
that the ambassador is a heavenly messenger or angel,
one of the ““seven stars” in the right hand of Jesus
Christ, the same as the angel of Revelation 8: 3-5, and
16:12: ““The sixth angel poured out his vial . . . that
the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.”
The angel of Revelation 19:17-21 assembles God’s
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army against the ‘‘beast’’, the “‘false prophet’’ and
the “‘kings’’, but not against the old ‘‘whore”’, of
which Edom is the most prominent part.

26 After pereeiving the call of the ambassador or
angel of the Lord, then those composing the Lord’s
remnant on carth, his witnesses, like their prototype
Obadiah, take up the judement tidings and herald
the same to others, both inside and outside of the
remnant class, They speak to cach other of the Lord’s
judgments and tell others who have the hearing car
of the judgments of the Lord. Note that the ambassa-
dor is not sent to the Devil’s army, but sent {o the
members of God’s organization on ecarth, who are
found scattered amongst the nations but who are no
part of the nations of this world. Jchovah is calling
or summoning his own people. It is Christ Jesus and
his army that do the treading of lidom and Bozrah.

27 The Lord’s ambassador or messenger brinas these
tidings: ‘“Arise ye, and lct us rise up against her in
battle.”” The angelic army of Christ Jesus, or hosts
of heaven, to which (lod’s remnant on carth must now
be attached, is eommanded to arise for battle azainst
the enemy. The prophecy of Obadiah is fully corrob-
orated by CGod’s propheey by the mouth of Jereminh:
“For I have sworn by myself, saith the Lord, that
Bozrah shall hecome a desolation, a reproach, a waste,
and a curse; and all the cities thercof shall he per-
pctual wastes.”’—Jer, 49:13.

28 The day of battle is nigh, and Jchovah makes
known the purpose toward antitypical Isau: “IFor 1
will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time
that T will visit him. . . . T have made Esau bave, 1
have uncovered his seeret places, and he shall not be
able to hide himself,”’ (Jer. 49: 8, 10) For many years
the Tsau elass, and particularly the Roman Cathohie
Hierarchy, has earried on its wicked work and ap-
parently in sceret, and in fact in seeret to many per-
sons, and thereby many millions have been deectved.,
The wicked institution has turned the Word of Glod
upside down by teaching exactly opposite to the true
meaning of the Word of (lod. To that wicked organi-
zation Jehovah says: ““Woe unto them that sech deep
to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works
are in the dark, and they say, Who sceth us? and who
knoweth us? Surely vour turning of things upside
down shall be esteemed as the potter’s elay: for shall
the work say of him that made it, He made me not?
or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it,
He had no understanding?”’—Isa. 29:15, 16.

2 That hypocritical and devilish crowd have said
and continue to say: “‘We have made lies our refuee,
and under falschood have we hid ourselves.”” But the
Lord says to them: “‘The hail [hard, solid truths]
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters
{flood of God's truth] shall overflow the hiding place.”’
(Isa. 28:15-17) That the Lord says he will do in his
“‘judgment time’’. Such is not the battle of Arma-
geddon, beeause in that scourge of Armageddon Je-
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hovah by Christ Jesus and his army will completely
annihilate all of the enemy. When Jchovah says here,
““Arise ye,”’ it means to battle ‘‘against her’’, the
enemy. This battle spoken of is now in progress, and
is a battle of truth against entrenched lies. It is a
battle between Jchovah’s witnesses on one side and
hypoeritiezl religionists, particularly the Roman Cath-
olie Ilierarchy, on tiie other, and takes place just pre-
ccding and preliminary to ‘‘the baitle of that great
day of God Almighty’’.

8¢ Note now the corroborative proof given by the
prophet: ““And I will lay my vengcance upon Edom
by the hand of my people Israel [spiritual Isracl;
Jehovah’s faithful witnesses]: and they [Jchovah’s
witnesses] shall do in Edom according to mine anger,
and aceording to my fury; and they [the Iidomites]
shall know my vengeance, saith the Lord (lod.”’ (Jzck.
25:14) In further corroborative proof see verse 18 of
Obadiah’s propheey. It is the Kdomites, the religion-
ists, and particularly the Roman Catholie Iicrarchy,
that now make war upon Jehovali’s wilnesses, and
this they do under the command of the field marshal
of Satan. Jchoval’s witnesses must ficht with the
sword of the spirit, that is, the Word of God, firmly
and holdly deelaring the truth which exposes and un-
covers the hiding place of the lies of the modern
Lidomites,

81 3We should expeet the Devil {o use every subtle
means at his command to lull God’s anointed ones to
sleep and 1o ecause them to eecase their fizhting; but
the true and faithful will not he deecived and lulted to
sleep, Jesus says that the Devil and his agents ““shall
shew siens and wonders, 1o seduce, if it were possible,
even the eleet”, (Mark 13: 22; Matt. 24:24) To seduce
means 1o turn one away from the right path into the
way of Satan the evil one, and doing violenee to God’s
people. The Devil would use some now to induee Je-
hovah’s witnesses to helieve that they should slack up
their work and not expeet 1o do anything particularly
important until after Armageddon. To influence or
induee one to take such a course is sedueing or turn-
ing one aside from the rignt way. But the Lord shows
that it is not possible to deecive the very clect. (Matd.
24:24) Those who are fully devoted to the Lord will
refuse to be influenced or seduced by such cfforts to
keep them quiet., They will be on the alert at all times
and resent any and all subtle inflaence of the Devil,
which may appear to be put forward by him through
any creature, whether that ereature claims to he con-
scerated to the Lord or not. God has commanded his
people to ““rise up against her in battle’’ now. DBy
his prophet Iizckiel he eommands his anointed ones,
““the man clothed with linen”’, saying, ‘‘Take fire
from between the wheels, from between the cheru-
bims; , . . And he spake unto the man clothed with
linen, and said, (o in between the wheels, even under
the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from
between the cherubims, and seatter them over the
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cily. And he went in in my sight. And one cherub
stretehed forth his hand from between the cherubims
unto the fire that was between the cherubims, and tock
thereof, and put it [fire] into the hands of him that
was elothcd with linen; who took it, and went out.”’
—Ezek. 10:6,2,7.

32 Suech work by the anointed is doing the ‘slaying’
part of the Illisha work, which he was anointed to
perform. The Lord graciously revealed this matter and
caused it to he published in Vindication, Book One,
pagze 116 ¢t seq., and that no doubt for the instruction
and guidance of his anointed, that they might be {fully
equipped and furnished for all good work. Yet it ap-
pears that some who should have learned what is pub-
lished, and should be performing these dutics as God
has commanded, instead have been seduced, and by
some wrongful influcnee, and are interfering with the
work and eudeavoring to male the anointed belicve
that their chicf work is to be done after Armageddon.
The eleet will not be deccived or seduced. These Taith-
ful anointed ones will not slack the hand in this day
of war, but with the zcal peculiar to the Lord’s house
they will coniinue to press the battle against the
enemy. The remnant will not engage in the destruetive
work at Armageddon. The part performed by the
remnant is to proelaim the message by the Lord as he
has eommissioned and commanded them to do. The
Lord Jesus Christ and his heavenly host will do the
stauzhter work, That is made elear hy many prophetic
statements.—2 Chron, 20:16-22; Lizck, 9: 4-6.

3 The remnant have a work to do now before the
destructive work of Armageddon beging, and which
work they must complete before that destruetive work
does begin, (Matt. 24: 14, 21) Irom the time Jehovah
put his name upon his anointed ones, giving to them
the ““new name’’, he commissioned and sent them forth
to perform their part by declaring the day of his
vengeanee. As they go forth to the nations hearing
testimony to the name of Jehovah, the Most 1ligh says
to them: ““Thou shalt also be a erown of glory in the
hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of
thy God.”’—Isa, 62:2, 3.

8¢ Jehovah exhibits his aneointed witnesses before the
Esau erowd and thus shows his favor 1o his witnesses;
and because he puts his favor upon them the fire of
the enemy is drawn against Jehovah’s witnesses and
the battle goes on. The enemies of (God, particularly
the religionists, are designated under the name of
“Fsau”’, “Edom,”” ‘““Ephraim,”” ““Philistines,”’ cte.
All such refer to the Roman Catholie Iierarehy and
their allies. Concerning sueh enemics Jehovah says:
“Woe to the erown of pride, to the drunkards of
Ephraim, whose glovious beauty is a fading flower,
whieh are on the head of the fat valleys of them that
arc overcome with wine!”’ (Isa. 28:1) The enemy,
the religionists, are drunken with satanie wine; and
such, in their maudlin, drunken state, go {orth, mak-
ing war against the remmnant because the remnant
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“‘keep the commandments of God and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ”’, These faithful ones bring the
truth to the people, and the truth uncovers the hidden
lies of the religionists. The battle is on, and to his
anointed, faithful, true witnesses Jehovah now says:
‘‘In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown
of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue
[the rcmnant] of his people.”? (Isa. 28:5) Jehovah
thus shows he is on the side of these faithful witnesses,

33 Can there be any doubt in the mind of any of the
truly anocinted temple class that the hattle is now on
between the religionists and Jcehovah’s fuithful serv-
ants? Ias not that battle been raging, and with in-
creasing fury, during the past ten years? The Roman
Catholie Iicravehy trains all its guns upon the wit-
nesses of Jehovah, In Germany that wicked ““old
whore’’ has bluffed and browbeaten some into silenee,
but there yet remain in that sorrowful land many
humble, true and fzithful witneses who are deter-
mined to give the {estimony as comunonded, even if it
costs them every drop of their blood. In New Jersey
the enemy, led by the Roman Catholie Tlierarehy, has
brought up every available instrument with which 1o
assault and beat down Jehovah’s witnesses, but in
that scetion the true and faithful remain firm and
continue to sing louder and louder the praises of
Jehovah, pressing on in the battle. They count not
their earthly existence dear unto thiem, Moved by the
unbreakable love of God and Christ, which is stronger
than death, those faithful ones, in the lencuage em-
ployed by Paul, now say concerning the war against
than: ““IDut none of these thines move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that T might finish
my course with joy, and the miniviry, which T have
reecived of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the
grace of God.”’—Aels 20: 21,

3¢ The wicked oman Catholie Ilierarchy and allies
use all their power and influenee to cause the radio
stations to cease broadeasting God's message of truth,
They have cmployed all manner of political methods
to have laws enacted to suppress the truth, They use
their newspapers to publish malicious libels against
God’s faithful and true witnesses. They earry forward
iheir mischievous persecution of Jehovall’s witnesses,
causing rules or laws to be made commanding that even
the little children be compelled to submit to their sense-
less, religious eeremonics of saluting flags, thus attrib-
uting to a thing salvation rather than attributing to
God salvation, to whom it belongs. They denounce
everyone who attempts to sct forth the Seriptural
reasons showing that it is the duty of the follower of
Christ Jesus to obey God and not man, The purpose
of the enemy is to turn Jchovah’s witnesses and all
sympathizers away from God by putting them in fear
and subjeetion, and to control them in an arbitrary,
inquisitorial manner by dietators, and to destroy the
freedom and worship of the true, almizghiy Uod. Shall
anyone who loves (fod have anything to do or any-
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thing in common with such workers of iniquity?
(Ps. 94:20) Would anjone who loves God co-operate
with that wicked crowd by trying to induce the anoint-
ed to believe that the chief part of their work will
be accomplished after Armageddon, and that they
should now go casy? Could anyone who is devoted to

‘God and to his ecause, and who is participating in the

fight, now put forth or attempt to put a scotch block
under the wheels of God's organization by saying in
the presence and hearing of the anointed words to this
effect: ¢ We are getting nowhere now. Our chief work
is after the first phase of Armageddon. Wait till then.
We will then be ready to receive the great multitude,”’
Those who now yicld to such sophistry and fall under
that influence will be seduced and deccived, and that
of itself shows that such cannot he of God’s cleet.

37 What is the purpose of the battle now in progress
between the religionists and Jehovah’s witnesses? Cler-
tainly not to econvert the world nor to gather the great
multitude ; but it is to furnish the opportunity to those
persons of good will toward God to hear the messaoe
of truth and to take their stand on the side of God
and his hinedom and to truly ““scck rielitcousness™
and ‘‘scek meekness’ before the fieree anger of the
Lord is expressed at Aermaceddon, (Zeph. 2:1-3) Je-
hovuh has not commanded his witnesses to 2ather the
great multitude now or at any other time, That work
the Lord himself does in his own good time and way.
For anione to say “Our work of gathering the
great multitude will take place after Mmaceddon™
is presunptuousness before the Lord. The business
and work of the anointed is to ohey (od's command-
ments. Ie has eommanded that this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached and completed before the
slaying work beging, The Greater Moses, (thrist Jesus,
sends forth his followers from the temple and com-
mands them to proclaim boldly from the housctops the
message of the kinedom and the day of the vengeance
of our God. To refrain from so doing or to slack the
hand and hecome neghizent, or to attempt to exereiswe
influence over the anointed to cause them 1o beeome
negligent and slack the hand, constitutes a failure to
give heed to the commandments of Jdehoval's great
Prophet.—Aects 3:23,

38 Is the Lord Jesus at the temple of Jehovah? Al
the evidenee shows that he is. That beine so, then
Christ Jesus is eondueting judgment and **before him
[are] gathered all nations’’, and he is sepavating them.
Mark the words of the seripture which savs that it is
Christ Jesus that is separating the nations and deter-
mining who are the sheep, the Jonadabs, or great mul-
titude. Christ is gathering them, and not we, If the
gathering of the great multitude takes place aflter
Armageddon, then when could it be possible Tor those
people of good will to show favor to Christ and b
persecuted remmant as the members of Lis bodyv us
stated at Matthew 257 At Armageddon the persecution
will be done, beeause the persceutors will he slaw,
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Thosc of the great multitude must be firm and bold
in doing their work by informing others and thus giv-
ing them the opportunity to scek righteousness and
meckness before Armageddon, beeause such is the plain
word of the Lord. If one does not sce that the Lord
is now at the temple, condueting judement, then surely
that person is not of the temple, If, while mingling
with the temple class, continuing to claim to be one of
them, a person utters speech or excrcises influence to
induee the anointed to be negligent, sueh is an offense
egainst God and against his organization.—Matt.
18:6, 1.

3 LLet the anointed now hear and give heed to the
words of Jchovah, who says: ““Rise up against her
[Satan’s organization, the Edomites] in battle.”’ The
battle is on now, and is growing in scverity each day.
Amidst this great persecution by the enemy the work
of proclaiming the kingdom message must go on to the
cend that the ‘hidden lies’ of the enemy may be uncov-
ered and fully exposed to view in order that those who
love what is right may flee to the city of refuge, which
is God’s organization, and remain steadfastly there un-
til the wrath of Clod is past. Teday the Roman Catholic
IHicravehy and their allied elerzy have departed en-
tirely from the Word of God and his serviee and have
devoted themselves 1o the political affairs of the forees
of darkness, Their allies heretofore ealled ““Protes-
tants’’ are dead, and now ‘darkness covers the whole
world, and gross darkness is upon all the religionists’,
Yet in that oreanization, and under its dominating
control, there are those who sigh and ery for light and
truth, To the remnant, his faithful anointed ones,
Jehovah now says: ‘“ Arvise, shine; for thy light is eome,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.”” (Isa.
G0:1,2) You who have heen brought into the organi-
zation of Jchovah, let your light now so shine that all
with whom you come in contaet may have cause to
know that you are for Jehovah and his kingdom, first,

last, and all the time,
(To be comlinued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
T 1,2. When and how did Jehovah cause his glory to begin to
be made muanifest to lus servants? Account for the fact
that some understand and apprecinte the proplecies as the
Lord unfolds them, while others who also are 1n a covenant
to do the will of God are unable to discern the fulfillment
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of the prophecies, and some even object to the means and
the message which Jehovah has provided for the instruction
of his people.

9 3-3. What is the proper attitude and procedure for the faith-
ful servants of the Lord in relation to others in the cove-
nant and to the unfolding of the prophecies? Show whether
repetition 1n The Watchtower of certain physical faets 1s
in hine with Jehovah’s purpose in providing the propheeies
and rccord thereof and in due time unfolding them to fus
faithful people.

¢ 6,7. What is the source of the prophecy designated as that
of Obadiah? Its message? Its purpose? What important
and timely instruction 13 seen in the fact that the identity
of Obadmh is uncertain®

¢ 8-11. When was this propheey written? and when, and to
whom, does it apply? Pomnt cut how Isaiah 21:11,12,
together with rclated seriptures, serves to confirm the ap-
pheation of this prophecy.

T 12-153. With examples of 1ccord in illustration, point out
the great importance of bewng constantly uncompromsing
and bold 1 beanng testimony to the truth,

§ 16. With scriptures, account ior the suflering that comcs
upon Jehovah’s people,

9 17-19. Ilow is The IVatchtower serving the purpose for wluch
God has provided 1t

% 20-23, With eeriptures and facts, identify antitypical Edom
and the modein-day Idonntes,

% 24. Show that the receord concetning Esau, the words of
Obadinh 7, and the words of Jesus concerning the clergy
of s day, are all propbetic of the situntion nt the present
time, confitming the identity of the modern Kdomites,

§ 25-29. Referting to verse 1: Who have heard? and howt
Why, whereas others with opportumty have not heard?
Who is this “ambassador’’? By whom 18 he sent ‘“among
the nations?’, and how? With what tidings? and for what
purpose? With what response by those who hear these ti-
dings? Eapluin the sigmficance of thus prophecy’s hemg
the word of the Lord ‘‘concerning Edom”’, What s Jeho-
vali's foretold purpose toward the antitypical Lanu? Why
will he visit such judgment upon the Esuu elacs?

T 30 32, Ilow doca Jehovah fulfill s declaration of Ezckiel
23: 147 How docs he have the work performed as directed
i Ezekael 10: 6,2, 77 How wre Ins people put to test in
this conncction? and with what result?

33, 34 Wihen and how is Ismaah 62: 3 fulfilled? With what
¢ffeet upon the enemy? With what result to the faithful
witnesses?

T 35, What do the truly ancinted temple elass now clearly sce

as to present reahity and progress of the battle foretold?

T 36. Describe the encmy’s attempt to suppress the truth and
to turn Jchovali’s witnesres and all sympathizers away
from God.

g 37. What is the purpose of the battle now on hetween the
religiomists and Jchoval’s witnesses? How rerious now 19
slackness or neglizence or the excreise of adverse influence in
connection with the proclamation of the kingdom messaget

9 38. What takes plaee when the Lord Jesus comes to the tem-
ple of Jehovah? 1low is it accompushed? What does ths
mean as to when that work must be done? .

7 39. What, then, is the urgency of proclutming this messige
now, and the importance of having a part theremn?

—-

SATANIC PREPARATION FOR ARMAGEDDON

T ONE time in the history of Satan’s wicked
organization of ancels and men ancient Assyria
was the outstanding and dominant world pow-

er. The ecity of Nineveh was its capital at that time.
The ruling factors of that world power resided there
and excrcised dominion therefrom. Ience Nineveh,
and also Assyria, of which it was the capital, are used
in the Bible propheeies to represent Satan’s organiza-
tion as it exists in our day, particularly the political
side of the earthly part of the Devil’s organization,

In the propheey of Nahum, which is addressed to
Nineveh, Jehovah deseribes his own organization as
being prepared for the great and impending conflict,
the battle of Armageddon, and serves warning notices
on Satan’s organization today, saying: ‘‘Ile that dash-
eth in pieces is come up before thy face: keep the
munition, wateh the way, make thy loins strong,
fortify thy power mightily. ¥or the Lord [Jchovah]
hath turned away the excclleney . . . The shield of
his mighty men [that is, Christ and his armies in
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heaven]} is made red, the valiant men are in searlet:
the chariots shall be with flaming torches [or, flash
with steel} in the day of his preparation [Jehovah’s
preparation], and the fir trees shall be terribly shak.
en.”’—Nahum 2:1-3.

In keeping with his usual mode of procedure, Satan
the enemy prepares Tor war, and he does so with great
noise and boasting and at the same time keeps the
peoples in ignorance of his purpose. Christ Jesus,
God’s great Prophet, caused the apostle John to make
a record of this prophecy, namely: ‘‘And 1 saw three
unelean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the
spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the carth and of the whole world, 1o
gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almichty,”’—Rev. 16: 13, 14,

The three unclean spirits here mentioned are lik-
ened unto frogs. A frog swells up, is bombastic, and
boasts of what he is goins to do and makes much noise
about it. The noise of a bullfroz strikes terror to the
mind of one who does not know whence the noise
cmanates. The Devil has the whole world in fear and
distress beeause his bullfrogs are beltowing forth their
noise. The ““‘dragon’ mentioned in the above-quoted
text represents the entfire satanie organization, while
the ““heast’” is symbolic of the visible part of that or-
ganization, and the *‘false prophet’’ partieularly rep-
resenis the great political mouthpicee and spokesman
which all observant people today ean plainly see iy
the joint power of the British Empire and the United
States, With one accord all these elements of Satan’s
organization hoast and make much noise of what they
are doine and are going to do.

In substancee they say: ‘The corth is ours, and we
are going to fix everyvthine to our liking ; and when we
get through the people will like it.” This is but voicing
the sentiment of the Devil, who is symbolized by the
dragon in the river, as deseribed by the prophet Eze-
kiel (29:3), and which says: ““My river is mine own,
and I have made it for myself.”” Here the river is
symbolie of the peoples on whom Satan has hold. The
visible part of the Devil’s organization makes peace
pactls and boldly announces: ‘We have outlawed war
and henee there will be no more war, and let the people
be assured to that end.’

When the Pavis Peace Paet was pending before the
United States Senate for ratification, its ehief spon<or
in Ameriea was prancing about like a well-grcomed
horse that wanted to show itself. Even movine pietures
were made of his anties, and these were exhibited be-
Tore the people throughout the land. At the same time
the war organization was pushing the lawmaking body
both for the ratification of the peace pact and for more
battleships. The political whip was brought to bear
1o earry out the purposes of those in power, this being
symbolically deseribed in Nahum’s propheey (3:2)
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in these words: ‘‘The noise of a whip, and the noise
of the raitling of the wheels, and of the prancing
horses, and of the jumping chariots.”’

Within a few days after the United States Senate
ratified the Paris Peace Pact by an almost unanimous
vote, the lawmaking machinery provided for the build-
ing of a morc powerful navy than has ever bolore
bzen had, and provided for the expenditure of $275,-
000,000 for new war vessels, to say nothing about the
great expenditure for othier military preparations.
Public press dispatehes, dated February 13, 1929,
announced that the president signed a hill that day
to authorize the construetion of fifteen modern war-
ships, and within a few minutes thereafter the build-
ing prosram was begun, The clergy and the relizious
leaders loudly applaud the aetion of the politicul and
commereial powers, and say to the people, in sub-
stanee: ‘There will be no more war, because we have
outlawed war. At the same time we must prepare hy
building more ships.’

It is rather difficult for the common people to un-
derstand the consisteney of such actions and deelara-
tions. The building of war machines proecceds upon
a gigantic seale in every nation of so-called ““Christen-
dom”’. The politieal factors, in the saddle, make the
legal provision ; the commereial giants arranwe for the
money; and the elerev provide the sanctimonious
smoke sereen which their ¢‘father’” (whom Jesus de-
clared to be the Devil) employs to blind the people
to the truth. Just as the prophet says, all three are
like bullfrozs; but the loudest one, and the most sane-
timonious among the three, is the elerey of the great
“false prophet’” system, Dritain and Amecerica.

The preparation goes on and Satan eauses his agents,
the rulers of the carth, to take counsel together acainst
God and against his Anointed, and to say, in sub-
stance: ‘Let us break their bands asunder, and east
away their cords from us, and fix the world to suit
oursclves,” To this Psalm 2:4 replies: “‘IHe [Jcho-
vah] that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord
shall have them in derision.”’

Returning now to the consideration of Nahum's
propheey rclative to the preparation, it is found to be
exactly in accord with the propheey of Revelation,
above cuoted. Jchovah speaks through Nauhum and
says: “‘“The chariots shall rage in the streets, they
shall justle one against another in the broad ways:
they shall scem like toreches, they shall run Like the
lightninags,”’—Nah. 2: 4.

The chariots mentioned in this last-quoted verse are
not the same chariots as those mentioned in the -
mediately preceding verse, which declaves that ““the
chariots shall be with flaming torehes [or, «hall flih
with stecl] in the day of his preparation”, Theee
chariots flashing with steel are shown to bie oufside
of the eity (that is, outside of the Devil's oreanmiza-
tion) and ave preparing to lay siege to the Dovil's
organization, The chartots mentioned in t'.¢ next
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verse, as ‘raging in the strects and justling one against
another’, are in the streets or roadways inside of the
city, and are therefore a part of and belong to the
city which is the Devil's organization. These chariots
last mentioned are therefore the military organiza-
tion and machinery of Satan.

The Ilcbrew word translated ‘‘rage’’ in verse four
of the propheey is hallal, and means ‘‘to praise or to
hoast”’, and is also rendered by the expression ““to
show onesclf foolish’’, (Young’s Concordance) Thus
the ‘““chariots’” of Satan’s organization that ‘‘rage in
the streets’’ are the military preparations that are
vainglorious and carried on in a boustful manner ; and
those who are doing it swell up and bellow like bull-
frogs making a great noise, while praising their own
greatness, and thercby seck to impress the people by
appearing in the streets and exhibiting themselves.
Why all the noise in the publie press and upon the
sereens of the moving pietures coneerning war prep-
arations? Why the great military and naval display
at every national function? Why the exhibition at
every moving-picture show of some politician or war-
rior who iaz preparing for war? It is the war organi-
zations and war lords raging in the streets and making
themselves foolish. Why, in all the war preparations,
at the canteens, in the art galleries, in the publie press
and in the moving pirturcy, is the relicious clement
made so prominent? 1t is always a pait of the same
bombastic campaign that Satan himsclf is engineering,
and he is blinding the men who are really enaaced in
it and using them as his dupes. These fraudulently
say: ‘We are Christian, and we therefore represent
““Christendom’’.” But be it noted that they do not
praise God nor his King, hut they praise themselves.
They are hurrying in their preparations and boast of
their power and make themselves mad and foolish be-
fore the Lord. And the preparation goes on!

One translator renders the text in Nahum thus:
“They [the chariots] rush along in the broadways.”’
(Roth.) Thus they do, because among the people they
can make better speed by boasting of their power and
that they arve ‘making the world safe for democracy’.
Another translation renders the text thus: ‘“They rush
to and fro in the broad ways.”” (A.R.V.) The thought
of frietion, as implied in the Aulhorized Version,
which reads, ‘‘They shall justle one against another
jn the broad ways,”’ is entirely absent. By means of
diplomacy they aveid frietion, and thereby kecp the
real meaning hid from the eyes of the people. Such
is always Satan’s method,

Then adds the prophet: ““They shall seem {or, as
the Rcviscd Version reads, The appearance of them is]
like torches.”” The word ‘‘torches’’ in this verse is
more frequently translated “*lamp’’, and suggests the
view that Satan’s organization-units, or his foremost
ageneies, will claim or appear to be as lamps, lighting
the way of the people, or like torches of liberty light-
ing the way for frecdom and progress in the govern-
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ment of the people. It is the elergy that use their
pulpits and the radio to harangue the people and to
tell them of the great torches of liberty that the heroes
are holding forth to light the people into a desirable
condition. They are really blind guides and false
prophets, God foretold exactly that the condition
would exist which now does exist. ‘‘For such,’’ he says,
““‘are false apostles [preachers and teachers], deeeittul
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of
Christ [elaiming to represent Christ, and hence being
called ‘organized Christendom’, or ‘organized Chris-
tianity’}. Aud no marvel; for Satan himseclf is trans-
formed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers [the elergy] also be transformed
as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works,”’—2 Cor. 11:13-15.

Then adds the prophet Nahum, saying: ““They shall
run like the lightnings.”” In other words, they are
swift in the cxceution of their preparations, hecanse
Satan knows he has but a short time (Rev. 12:12),
and the rulers are in distress and perplexity, beeause
of what they sce approaching.—Luke 21 26.

God’s propliet proceeds, sayving: “‘Tle shall recount
his worthies |[gallants]: they shall stumble in their
walk; they shall make haste to the wall thereof, and
the defence shall be prepared.”” (Nah, 2:5) The word
““yrorthies”’, or gallants, in this text is in the American
Ievised Version vendered ‘‘nobles”. In other texts
the same Ilchrew word in the original is rendered
“principal” (of the flock) (Jer. 25:34-26), and also
““famous’™. (I’s. 136:18) It is Satan’s nobles or prin-
cipal oncs of the flock of the relizious organization
who are here meant. Ife has them in mind and re-
counts them, He takes a eensus of his ehief agencies,
and measures the strength of his fighting foree as well
as of his bellowing “*frogs’’. Those men are of Sa-
tan’s world ; henee Satan gives consideration to then.
—dJohn 15:19.

Those who carry out Satan’s purposes are his fa-
vored ones, henee called his ““worthies’’, or nobles or
famous ones. This is one of his schemes to turn the
people away from Jelovah God. Satan keeps before
the people the ereat heroes of his organization. In the
religious organizations, in the great political meetings,
in meetings of the financiers, in all of these the im-
portance of the principal men, as examples and heroes
worthy of praise, is held before the people. The metro-
politan press, which is merely the tool or mouthpicce
of Satan’s organization, publishes glowing accounts
of the valor of the mighty officers of war, of the power
and virtue of {hie finanecial giants, and of the greatness
of the religious clement and rcligious leaders. It is a
mutual admiration soziety; and the press and the
radio, the moving pieturcs and the artist, are all ealled
into aetion to glorify the names of men, all of which
keeps the minds of the people turned away from Jeho-
vah God. This is all in harmony with what inspired
prophecy foretold.



MANKIND’S SUFFERING: WHY PROLONGED

day God raised him out of death. (1 Cor. 15:4)

He had stated when on earth that God had given
to him the great privilege of attaining unto inherent
life, or immortality. (John 5:26) When he was raised
from the dcad he was brought forth the express image
of Jchovah, possessing immortality, and alive for ever-
more, (Heb. 1:3; Rev. 1:18) The resurrcction of
Christ Jesus as a divine ercature is a guarantee that
all his body members must be raised with His resurree-
tion, to immortality, This is why the Christian is ad-
monished to scek glory, honor and immortality, eternal
life. (Rom. 2:7) Imunortality is life in the highest
condition, and indestructible. It is written: “For as
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive, But cvery man in his own order; Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s, at his
coming.”’ (1 Cor. 15: 22, 23) Christ Jesus was the first
onc resurrected ; and his body members, or the chureh,
are resurrceted at his sccond coming; and they are
resurrected to immortality, 1o an inheritance incorrup-
tible,

The apostle Paul wrote: ““For ye are dead, and your
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is
cur life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
him in glory.” (Col. 3:3,4) The argument here is
that the one who is becotten by God’s spirit and
brought forth as a spiritual son of God is dead as a
human ereature and that his right to life is hid with
Christ Jesus, and that when Christ appears at his
second comine then the vesurreetion takes place. Agam
it is written eoncerning the same ones: “‘Beloved, now
are we the sons of God; and it doeth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall sce him as
he is.”’—1 John 3: 2.

This is proof that members of the new ercation while
on carth donot know what their resurreetion glory will
be, but that they will be like Christ Jesus beeause they
will be with him and sce bim as he is, and be members
of God’s royal family of heaven. This is further
corroborated by the statement of Revelation 20:6:
““‘Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first res-
urrcéetion: on such the second death hath no power,
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years.”’—Rev. 20:6.

Coneerning the time of the resurreciion, it is writ-
ten: “‘For the Lord himsclf shall deseend from heaven
with a shout, with the voiee of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first.”” (1 Thess. 4: 16) This proves that the Christians
who have died throughout the Christian era have not
gone straight to heaven at death, but that they must
remain dead until the seeond coming of our Lord; and
then when he takes his power to reign, those faithful
ones in Christ shall be raised first. The word ‘‘shout’’,
as used in this text, means a command of authority,
which shows it has reference to the time when the Lord

JESUS CHRIST was put to death, and on the third

Jesus, as the great High Priest of Jehovah, takes au-
thority and begins his reign.—Ps. 110: 2.

God's new ercation complete will eonstitute the
great royal priesthood of God, which priesthood was
foreshadowed long ago by Melchizedek, who was both
the king of ancieut Salem and also ‘“priest of the Most
High God”’, and who also blessed the patriarch Abra-
ham after God had given him the victory over the
encmics. (Gen. 14:18-20) Jesus the Iead of the new
creation is alone the ‘‘seed of Abraham’’, and his body
members of the new crcation are made a part of such
sced of Abraham by being adopted by Jehovah (od,
the Greater Abraham. In Christ Jesus the ¢ Seed’” all
the families of the carth are to be blessed. (Gen. 12:3;
22:18) The new ereation eonstitutes the crowning
feature of all of (lod’s creation. It is that ercation
which is granted lifec and immortality, and shall be
for cver to the glory of Jehovah God.

More than six thousand years have passed since Je-
hovah ereated the perfeet man Adam, who failed, For
more than two thousand years God eaused great living
pictures 1o be enacted, foreshadowing the development
of his new ercation. For nearly two thousand years
more he has been scleeting and developing this new
creation, In all this period of time the human race has
suffered sickness, sorrow and death. Satan has taken
advantage of the time, to endeavor to turn the minds
of men away from Jchovah, Many professed Chiis-
tians have asked, Why should there he so much sufier-
ing amongst the pooples of carth?

“For we know,”” says the apostle Paul, “that the
whole ercation groancth and travaleth in pain to-
gether until now.”” (Itom, 8:22) Not only is this state-
ment of the divine record true, but every man can bear
witness to the faet of human suffering. There is no
human creature on the carth who is perfeet, and none
who has lived without sufiering. Ifrom the cradie to
the grave each one has experienced pain, Many have
asked the reason why. The time is due for man to learn
the reason why.

Death is a great enemy. That enemy has ravaged
every home. The Devil has made the people believe
that God is responsible for the death amongst the hu-
man race. On the contrary, death resulfed by reason
of sin, and sin entered the world Lecause of man’s dis-
obedience to God’s righteous law, The Devil himself is
the one who induced such disobedience. Man willingly
disobeyed God and heeded the enemy. When some
loved member of a family dies those mourning the
loss are often heard to say: ¢ How can a just and lov-
ing God take away our beloved one?’” When the people
understand God’s purpose and the outworking there-
of, such a question will not be asked. Then the people
will not sorrow as those who have no hope. There can
be no hope without knowledge ; hence the nceessity of
knowing God’s truth that shows the way to life and
happiness,
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Could not God have made man so that he could not
sin, and thereby have prevented so much suffering?
Of course, God, héing all-powerful, could have made a
creature and called him man and made him so that it
would have been impossible for him to sin. The fact
that he did not do so is of itself proof that he had a
good and sufficient reason for not so doing. The record
is that God made man in his own image and likeness.
That means that man was endowed with wisdom,
justice, love and power. It was meant that man should
use these faculties; otherwise God would not have en-
dowed him therewith.

God created man with a body, mind, will and affee-
tions ; and he desired man to use all the faculties with
which he 1s ¢endowed. To use his will would mcan that
man must determine to do or not to do that which was
presented to him. Man was informed that to obey God
is good, that to disobey him is sin and results in death,
Sinee man was possessed with will power, it follows,
then, that Adam must choose to do good or evil, and
take the consequenees, Suppose GGod had created him
so that he could not choose evil, but was compelled to
do rood ; then he would have heen merely a machine,
with no freedom of intelligent aetion,

God ercated man perfeet and created him for Ilis
own pleasure, (Rev. 4:11) God takes no pleasure in
wicked things. (Ps. 5:4) Neither does God compel any
creature to do good. 1lis purpose is that happiness and
life shall result to those who do good, and suffering
and death to those who do evil, Hlad God made man
s0 that he could not commit evil, that would have been
equiivalent to compelling bim to do good. Compulsory
obedience does not hring real happiness to the Creator
or to the ercature,

God is love, and is therefore the perfeet expression
of unselfishness, He desires his intelligent ereatures to
love him and to serve him beeause of Jove for him. Such
could not be the result unless the serviee is voluntary.
Man must be like God in order to be happy; which
means he must be unsclfish, Why, then, did God pun-
ish disobedience, if he is unselfish? Because God is
good ; and everything opposed to him is wicked; and
he who refuscs to obey God allies himself with wicked-
ness, which brings unhappiness both to himself and to
the Creator. Love, or unsclfishness, means looking out
for the welfare of others, and had God refused to
punish disobedience it would have been to the detri-
ment and not for the good of man.

1f God should exercise his power to compel man to
obey, then he would be inconsistent ; and it is impossi-
ble for God to be inconsistent. Why would he be in-
consistent 7 Because to compel man to obey him would
be selfish; and God cannot be selfish, because he is the
complete expression of unselfishness. He desires his
creatures to be like unto hinself, to wit, prompted by
love or unselfishness. Ile does not exercise his power
to compel obedience, but he exercises his power to
punish disobedience for the good of the one who dis-
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obeys. The ereature who loves the Creator and who
loves him supremely will obey him. For this reason
his rule is announced by Jesus, his beloved Son, thus:

‘“‘He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me
shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and
will manifest myself to him. Jesus answered and said
unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words:
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him, He that loveth me
not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye
hear is not mine, but the Iather’s which sent me.”’—
John 14:21, 23, 24,

For the same reason it is written: ‘‘Love is the ful-
filling of the law.”” (Rom. 13:10) That mcans that he
who is prompled by unselfishness in his devotion to
God, and who obeys for that rcason, meets every te-
quirement of God’s law. llad Adam exercised love
toward God he would have obeyed him. Adam was self-
ish and dcesired to serve himself, ITis wife was a part
of himself, and for selfish reasons he wanted to be with
her; hence he disobeyed God.

Jehovah never has done anything contrary to love,
and never will, ITe gave this eommandment to the
Tsraelites: ““And thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might.”’ (Deut. 6:5) Some may ask: Was not
this a rule compelling the Israclites to love him, and
was it not prompted by sclfishness on the part of Je-
hovah? No! The Isvaclites were then imperfeet. (God
was their true and only Friend. Obedience to his con-
mandments meant life to them. They eould obey only
if they loved Jcehovah; therefore Jehovah gave com-
mandment, not because of selfishness on his part, but
for the good and well-being of the Israelites. This an-
nounces the unchangeable rule of Jehovah that he wio
would enjoy life and happiness must love the Lord
Jehovah with all his heart, mind, and soul or persomn.

To be eompletely happy man must exereise his own
will freely, and always be prompted in so exereising
it by love or unsclfishness. Iixperience bears out that
if he is prompted by selfishness and does wrong, he
suffers, If he is prompted by unsclfishness and does
right, he is blessed.

There may have been many reasons why God did
not make man so that he could not sin, and why he has
permitted wickedness to have sway over such a long
period of time; but it is certain that there are at least
three good and sufficient reasons which appear, and
these are: First, to prove that he ecan put ercatures on
this carth who, under conditions of temptation and
stress, will maintain complete integrity and devotion
toward him ; second, to afford ample time for the selee-
tion and development of the new creation, through
whom wickedness is to be cradicated and the blessings
of life and happiness brought to the people in due
time; and, third, to afford ample time for Satan the
Devil 1o remain and go his limit 1n wickedness to try
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to turn all men away from Jchovah God, before God
manifests his power over Satan and his organization.
This period of time has also allowed for the birth of
g sufficient number of human creatures to fill and en-

Fhe WATCHTOWER.
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joy the earth when' the kingdom of God is established
over the carth and God’s name is vindicated and all
the obedient ones of the human race are lifted to per-
fection on a perfected carth,

LETTERS

GRATEFUL TO PARTICIPATE IN VINDICATION

DeAR Lroryer RUTHERFORD:

Your letter of November § received, stating that the Bethel
family had voluntarily made it possible to reduce the rates on
the books and booklets to the picneers.

Immediately upon receipt of this letter the Chicago pionec
camp voled unammously to express to you and the Bethel
family its deep gratitude, believing this will assist therr in
continuing in the field service,

It will interest you to know that a cheek over a twelve-monti
period showed that the pioneer camp had placed 42,500 booklets
and 7,500 books, a total of 50,000 picces of hiterature.

We have centhusiastically read ‘“An Open Letter to the
Associated Press’’ and have just received the instructions to
place the three latest Golden Age throughout this Catholie
stronghold of Chicago. We are most grateful to participate
in the vindiention of Jehovah’s great name under s Vindica-
tor-Wing Chiict Jesus.

With much love we pray that Jehovah may continue to up-
hold you and the Hethel family in the execution of his purposes.

Your brethren in the Xing’s campaign,
ProNeerR CaMmp AT CHICAGO.

RESOLVED TO WORK SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
Outt beEak DBrotHER RUTHERFORD:

We, the company of Jelovah’s witnesses at Fullerton, Calif,,
want to express to you our hearty apprecintion of your efforts
to serve Jehovah, and to extend our fervent brotherly love to
you at this tone, with an canest desiro to co-operate fully
with you 1 every way that we can to make known to all the
messane of the kingdom, to the honor and vindication of Jeho-
vah's namne,

We believe your two broadcasts of February 23 will do a
great work for the prisoners and that those talks were from
Jehovah, By lus grace we, ag one, are resolved to work shoulder
to shoulder with you, earncstly praying, as we know you do,

*Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is done
in lheaven,’

Wo are grateful to Jchovah for the blessings we recetve
through The Watchtower and the direction of the kingdom woik
through tho Society.

May our Father’s rich blessing continue with you as you
boldly and clearly declare his purposes.

With much love,

Your fellow servants,
B. E. WOLANDER ANNE MARIE Brown
Rutn Webs E. N. Brown
NorLa M. CAMPBELL Lovisa (Mrs. C. J.) Rogens
Ipa M. Bear Friepa GRUND
Mary FE. Luce ALmA DBriNoLe
IreNc B, LuxsT Grace WUITE
Crace W, EipsoN Dora Gruner
Orna 1. MeWinniams C. C. INGRAMAM
MarTHA DINGHAM Vivian L. EnMaN
EpwaRrD G. FALBE Arsce J. GALE
G. L. McWILLIAMS GURTRUDE GILMAN
Beuran M. HAsSKILL  IPANNIE Broww
Epwanp ITamx LioNa BrowN
R. M. GILLET W. R, WiNFrEY
Nruue E, Broun Louisa M. WAGNER
Daviv O. BrovN

This includes one deaf, one blind, one invalid and several
semi-invahds, and nine who claim to be Jonadabs.

In arrunging for scund cars in Fullerton, the cluef of polie
was very agrecablo-—suid ““Judge Rutheriord 1s best educated
Bible lecturer there is?'’, and he himself would bike to go in
to Shrine Auditonium Febiuary 23, but 18 “‘a senant of the
people and may not be able to go n’’. Two sound cars were
here. .

In the little town ot La Habra the mayor gave permis-ion {o
uso o vacant lot on Main street 1n town, and ‘hoped the peaple
would listen’,

Beonan M, lIAsKiLL, Secretury.

SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

T. E. BANKS
St Joseph, La, ... July 3,4 Wabbaseka, Ark. ......July 17,18
Monioe, Ia. . .. L 5,6 ‘I'ucker, Ark .. 019, 20
Parkdale, Arh. ... 8,9 Redfield, Ark, .. o223
Lahke Village, Ark, . 10, 11 Lattle Roek, Ark, ) .
Gould, Ark. ... 1:_!, 13 Saratoga, Ark.

3

Elaine, Ark. oo oo - 6 Rusk, Tex. ...

J. C. BOOTH

s‘hm\'ncei Ohio . ...... June 2R, 29 (5"‘1”'"' Ohio ..
S’Zﬁ?&:ﬁlfeo‘lﬂ:&o %‘;,”.111'1‘1?1 ((')llllll‘()) e 19,
Cambridge, Ohio Ashland, Ohio .. ... ... 22,23
Coshocton, Ohto .. Upper Sandushy, Ohio ¢ 24
Drezden, Ohio ... Tithn, Olhlo e+ .. ‘25,26
Newark, Oluo Fremont, Ohio ... ... ¢ 28,20
Mt. Vernon, Ohio - Toledo, Ohio . .July 30-Aug. 4
Marion, Ohio .....ceeeee Montpeher, Ohio ... Aug.
M. L. HERR
I(f]ore‘nce, SS(C Jl‘llly % :‘olumlsxia(, S. C 2}?
amden, S.C ‘ope, 8 (L oL
gh%‘.ter,’ E%: “ 3,:; Charieston, o C “ 18,19
affney, 8. C. . onneau, K, C,
Spaltan’huru. S “ 7 Savaunah, Ga “22,23
Anderson, 8.C. “ 8,9 Drooklet, Ga. 24
Clinton, § C . “ 10 Collne, Ga “ 23
Greenwood, 8. (. 11,12 Uvalda, Ga. . o 26
Abbeville, 8, (', | “ 14 Mudwville, Ga, “ 28,20
Batesburg, 8. C. o 15  Wayneshoro, Ga. “ 30

A. H. MACMILLAN

Pittshurgh, I'n. ......... July 3-5 Tecumseh, Mich, ... Juy 23
Cieveland, Ohlo .......... " 7,8 Adrian, Midh, . . ¢ 2t
Toledo, Oh0 .. weecrvereene “ 9,10  Hudson, Mich. ... 23
Detroit, Mich, ... 11-14  Jachkson, Mich, . 20, 27
Port Huron, Mich, 16, 17 Jonesyviile, Mich. 29
Royal Oak, Mich, ... 18,19 Coldwater, Mwch, ... 20
Ann Arbor, Mich, ....... 21,22  Battle Cr., Mich. July 37, Aug 1

A. 8. WRIGHT

Lowssille, Ky. .. June28-July1l  Catbondale, 1. ....July 13,

Llizubethtown, Ky. ..July 3 Whiteash, 11, R 19
DBeaver Dam, Ky. ... “ 4 West Frankfort, IIL'.. ¢ 21
Tordsville, Ky. ... “ 5  Mulkeytown, 1M, .. “ 22
Vanzant, Ky. .. “ 7  Swanwick, I, .. “ 23

Owensboro, Ky. . Addievilte, Ti.

Sebree, Ky. ... .. “ i0 Centraha, IIL . “ 235
Frovidence, Ky, . “ 11,12 Dix, 1. ... o 26
Paducal, Ky, ' . 14 Patoka, ML .. “ 23
Iound Kuob, 111, " 15 Louisville, Til 20
Mouuds, I, ... “ 16 Flora, 11l ... “ 30
Anng;, Il ... ¢ 17 Cisne, I ... . 31



