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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”~ Isaiah 54:13.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of hecaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation and his active angent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief
Executive Oflicer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the curth and placed him upon 1t; that man wilfully
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adwin’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produco the iansom or redemptive
price for all manlind; that God raised up Jesus divine and
cxalted him to heuven above every creature and above every
name and clothed him with all power and authority,

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chicf Ofiicer thereof and is tho
rightful King of tho world; ihat the ancinted and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus aro cluldren of Zion, members of
Jchovah’s organization, and are Lis witnesses whoso duty and
privilego it i8 to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare
his purposes tovward mankind a3 cxpressed in the Iaille, and
to bear the fruits of the kingdomn before all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been pluced by Jehovah upon his throns of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RCLIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kimgdom under
Christ which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great
act is the destruction of Satan’s orgamization and the estab.
lishment of 1ighteousness in the carth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its 1ighteous laws shall Live
on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as
expressed in the Dible. It publishes Bible instruetion

specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses, It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other liter-
ature to aid in such studies, It publishes suitable material
for radio broadcasting and for other means of public instiue-
tion in the Seriptures,

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances, Jt is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Chri-t
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careinl
and eritical examination of its conients in the light of tho
Seriptures, It does not indulgo in controversy, aund ifs col-
umns are not open to personalities,

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UNITED NTATES, $1.00; CaNapaA AND MISCELLANEQUS Forriaw,
$1.50; GrearT DBRITAIN, AUSTRATASIA, AND SOLTH AFRicy, 75,
Amcrican remittances should be made by I'xpress or Postal Money
Otider, or by Dank Diaft. Canadian, Dritish, South Africin snd
Australaslan remittances ghould he made direct to the respectinag
branch ofices. Remittanced from countries other than tho<a mea-
tione«d may be made to the Brooklyn oflice, hut by Interndtional
Postal Money Order only.

ForeieN OFrICES

British . ¢« e+ 4440« 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, IInriand

Canadian , , . . .. .40 Irwin Avcnue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Australasian . , 7 Beresford Road, Strathfield, N, 8, W,, Au-traby

Bouth Afiscan ., .. Boston ITouse, Cape Town, South Africa
I’'lease address the Society in every case.

(Translations of this journal appear in scveral languapes.)

All sincere students of the Biblo who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adversity mre unable to pay tha subseription prua
may have The Watchtower free upon written application {o tha
publisliers, made once each year, stating the reivon for to re-
questing it. We are glad to thus aid the needy, but the wiitten
application once each year Is required by the postal regulatiouns,

Notice to Subscribers: Achnowledgment of a new or a renewal sub-
seription will be sent only when requested. Change of addre.q,
when requested, may bo expected to appear on address label witlun
one month., A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.

Entered as Second Class Mail Matter et Brooklyn, N. Y., Postoffice.
Act of March 8, 18%9.

CONVENTION IN TEN CITIES

The local service convention arranged for southern California,
with all its gatherings at the Shrine Auditorium, has now been
oxtended to toke o mine other cities. By the Lord’s grace,
Birother Rutherford will speak to a large assembly not orly 1
Los Angeles, on Sunduy February 23, but by direct wire con-
nection to halls in Baltimore, Md., Birmiogham, Ala., Boston,
Mass., Chicago, I, Cleveland, Ohiwo, Kansas City, Mo, New
York, N.Y. Pittsburgh, Pa.,, and "Teronto, Ont, Canada.
Brother Rutherford is also schednled to address the convention
assembled at 4 p.m. Pacific Standard tune. Direet wire con-
nections will be made to all the above pomnts from the Shrine
Auditorium and the proceedings of the convention from 4 to
6 p.am. Puetfic time will be brought to the nbove-mentioned
cities also. Through the Lord’s providence this artangement
can be made, thus expanding the Los Angeles convention to
take in all of the United States and Cannda. You can make
arrangements now to attend. The lLos Angeles eonvention will
be February 21 to 23 inclusive; in the nine other ciiics, Feb-
ruary 22 and 23. The same program that 18 carried on at Lo
Angeles will be ananged for in the other cities, speakers being
sent there from the Brooklyn office and Brother Rutherford’s
lectures being delivered by duect wire conncetion, Specaal
arrangements are being made to widely adivertise the public
lecture, ¢+ SkpaArATING THE NaTIioxs,’? in all these eities. You
should mnke ariangements now to be present at one of the

conventions in the ten ecities, For rooming accommodations,

address the following:

Los AncerEs: C. V. Knemeyer, P.O. Box 755, Vernon, Calif,

BarntiMorg: IHenry A. Rheb, 3246 Keswick Rd., Baltimore, Md.

BinMineitad: X, D. Best, 8604 Division Ave., Birmmgham, Ala.

Bostox: H. L. Philbrick, 31 St, James Ave., Boston, Mass,

Cuicaco: J. C. Watt, 1139 N. Dearborn 8t., Chicago, IIL

CLEVELAND: W, E. Brusman, 15202 Elderwood Ave., E. Cleve-
fand, Ohijo.

Kaxsas Crry: T. A. Townley, 1317 E. 31st St., Kansas City, Mo.

NEw York: Grover C. Powell, 124 Columbia IHeights, Brouk-
Iys, N.Y.

Prrrsprron:  Pittshurgh company of Jehovah’s witnesses,
907 Middle St. N.S., Pittshurgh, Pa.

TorONTO: Watch Tower, 40 Irwin Ave,, Toronto §, Ont., Canada.

“RICHES”

The title of a new book! All should read it carefully to know
why and how to put it in the hands of those seeking righteous-
ness and meekness, The author’s edition is now off the piesa.
It contains a specinl personal letter from and by the hand of
the author to all Jehovah’s kingdom pubhishers. Imtial expouse
of publishing Riches obliges the Society to sk a contiibution
of S0¢ a copy of this hmited edition. Among compames and
groups, orders <hould be promptly placed with loeal stockkceper,
that books may be shipped w lots,
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DEFEAT OF THE PHILISTINES

PART 2

““For the Lord shall rise up as in mount Pcrazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do
his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act.”’—Isa. 28: 21.

EHOVAH permitted the Philistines to remain in
J the land of Judah in erder to put the Israclites

to a test. The Philistines, therefore, were uscd
by Jchovah te make a picture coneerning a grealer
test that would eome upon his chosen people, looking
to the vindication of his name. Likewise God permit-
ted Satan to continue on earth after being sentenced
1o death, that a withess might be given to Ilis name
on the earth and that Jchovah might in due time ex-
hibit his supreme power to the vindication of his name,
(I'x. 9:16) For the same reason Jehovah has per-
mitted the modern Philistines, the Roman Catholie
organization called ‘‘Christian”’, to assume the place
properly assigned to those who are devoted to him,
and permitted that unholy erganization to persccute
his people, in order that his anointed and devoted ones
might prove their integrity toward him. In these last
days of peril Jehovah has made all needed provision
to comfort his people and to strengthen their hope,
and from time to time he unfolds his prophecies to
them for this very purpose. Jehovah and Christ Jesus
arc now the Teachers of those who lave devoted them-
selves to him and his kingdom, and these devoted ones
need no man to teach them, (Isa. 30:20) To his faith-
ful witnesses Jehovah has given this promise: ““And
it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will an-
swer; and while they are yet speaking, T will hear.”’
(Isa. 65:24) True to his promise, Jehovah is now
showing his people what the prophecy concerning the
Philistines means. In this hour of great stress, when
the cnemy is eruclly perseeuting (God’s people on
carth, it is a great consolation to have Jehovah inform
them as to why he permits sueh persecution and what
will be the final result. As God’s faithful people study
and consider these prophceies concerning the Philis-
tines, hoth ancient and modern, they will reccive great
comfort, and it at once beecomes the privilege and
duty of each one who does receive such comfort to
carry that message of consolation to others who desire
to be comforted. (2 Cor. 1:3-5) It seems certain that
there are millions of persons of good will now under
the dominating influence of the Roman Catholic Hier-
archy, as well as others, whose eyes must be opened

85

and that these will become a part of the ‘‘great mul-
titude’’.—Rtev. 7:9-17.

2 Jchovah has made it plain that he will locate all
his enemies and render unto them a just recompense
for all the wickedness ecommitted by them: ‘“Thine
hand shall find out all thine enemics; thy right hand
shall find out those that hate thee. Thou shalt make
them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: tne
Lord shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire
shall devour them. Their fruit shalt thou destroy from
the carth, and their seed from amoag the ehildren of
men. For they intended evil against thee; they imag-
ined a mischievous deviee, which they are not able to
perform.”’—-Ps. 21:8-11.

2 The evidenee submitted in a preceding issue of
Tre Walclilower conclusively shows that the Roman
Catholie Hicrarchy is the chiel enemy on carth of God
and of his anointed people, and that the aneient
Philistines and their relationship with the Israclites
foreshadowed this very thing, In the propheey ecen-
cerning the conspiracy to cut off his people from be-
ing a nation the Philistines are specifieally named by
the Lord as being in that conspiraey. (Ps. 83:7) The
text at Isaiah 28: €1 and the context elearly prove that
the fulfiliment of such propheey takes place after
Christ Jesus is enthroned and comes to the temple of
Jdchovah for judgment. The Roman Catholie Hicer-
archy and all those religionists who now willingly take
their stand with that wicked organization and against
God’s anocinted are the oncs who elaim to have made a
covenant with death and hell. The Catholie Ilicrarehy
leads in this, of course, and the other religionists have
merely become a part of that organization or subjeet
to it. It is that religious-political institution that
claims that there is no such thing as death, but that
all persons at death go cither to purgatory or to tor-
ment. Further, the Roman Catholie system elaims to
be a divine institution and that those who are Cath-
olics are not subjected to the denunciation uttered by
Jehovah against the wicked. Those claims are, of
course, false. Jesus used these words: ““And the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it.”” (Matt. 16:18)
The Roman Catholic Hicrarchy has seized upon and
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misapplied these words as the only possible proof that
the Catholic institution shall stand for ever. The
above-quoted words of Jesus are not subject to any
such construction, and it is apparent that the Catholie
claim of the meaning of such words is wholly false
and finds no foundation whatsoever in truth.

¢+ Well do we know that this is the mcaning of the
words of Jesus above quoted: that Christ Jesus him-
self, and not the apostle Peter, is the one referred to,
and that the church of God, of which Christ is Head,
is the church mentioned, and not the Catholic
‘“church’’, To Pcter Jesus propounded this question:
‘“Whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”” Then Jesus said to Peter: ““Flesh and blood
hath not revealed [this] unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven.” Revealed what? Revealed to
Peter that Jesus is the Christ and God's anointed
King. Then said the Lord Jesus: ““I say also unto
thee, That thou art Peter [a man wliose name is
Peter]; and upon this roek I will bhuild my church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”'—
Matt. 16: 15-18.

8 Jehovah God is referred to as the Great Rorek,
(Deut. 32:4) In Daniel 2; 44, 45 the Seriptures dis-
close that out of Jehovah's orcanization he takes a
“stone”™ or Prock?®®, which is his anointed Kiug, Christ
Jesus, and this Stone grows and inereases, and fills
the carth and rules {he whole world, The rock that
Josus mentioned is The Christ, whom Jchovah had
seleeted and anointed and to whom Jcehovah has dele-
gated the work of building His royal house, the echurch
of God. It is written that Jehovah God, the Father of
the Lord Jesus Christ, has exalted Christ Jesus above
all and ““hath put all things under his [Christ’s] feet,
and gave him to be the head over all things to the
chureh, which is his body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in all”’. (Eph. 1:22,23) It is Christ Jesus
who builds up the church and who is the foundation
thereof. Concerning the church and Christ Jesus it
is written: ““In whom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord;
in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation
of God through the spirit.”’—Eph. 2: 21, 22,

LIES

¢ The Roman Catholic institution elaims to be the
sole interpreter of the Bible, has had full aceess to the
texts of the Scriptures, should have known the mean-
ing and doubtless did know, yet has deliberately mis-
applied the words of Jesus spoken to Peter and has
wrongfully assumed that Peter is the foundation of
‘“‘the church’’ and upon this foundation *‘the chureh”’
is huilt. Misapplying this seripture, the Roman Cath-
olic organization has set up a great lie to the defama-
tion of God's holy name and attempted to take away
that which belongs to (jod and Christ. There is no in-
timation that the church would ever he built on Peter.
There is not 1he slichtest intimation that he was the
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first pope. Peler never had a successor; therefore all
claims of men to the title ““pope’’, and that the pope
is the suecessor of Peter, arc another great lie to the
defamation of God’s name. The Roman Catholie doe-
trine concerning the dead as being in purgatory and
that priests can pray for them aud relieve them of
their suffering is another great lie, which has been
uscd as a souree of obtaining revenue to that system.
The Roman Catholie Ilierarchy is the ercature of the
Devil, who created and organized that wicked system
to reproach Jehovah’s name; and, that organization
being founded by the arch liar (John 8:44), it could
be founded in nothing but lics. When the people are
told of Jehovah’s purpose to destroy Satan’s organi-
zation, both visible and invisible, the toman Catholic
Hicravchy says: ““Those seripturcs do not apply to us,
because we have made a covenant with death and with
hell and are at agreement therewith.”” Now in view of
these facts, which cannot be controverted, we can see
why Jehovah caused his prophet to write to the mod-
ern Philistines, the Roman Catholie organization that
is controlled and dominated by “‘seornful men”’, the
following words of the prophecy, to wit: ““Whercfere
hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, that rule
this people which is in Jerusalem [Christendomn’] : Be-
cause ye have said, We have made a covenant with
death, and with hell are we at asreement; when tho
overflowing scourae shall pass through, it shall not
come unto us: for we have made lies our refuwe, and
under falschood have we hid ourselve 77 {Toq, 99:
11, 15) Thus the Lord declaves that the naon o atlse
tine organization is the offspring of Satan., The fif-
teenth verse of the forezoing propheey states exactly
what the Roman Catholie Hierarehy elaims for itself,
The refuge or hiding place of the entire Roman Cath-
olic scheme is a great mass of lies. Is it the purpose
of Jehovah God to destroy that refuge of lics? and
if so, when?

" Jehovah by his prophet answers that guestion in
the very next verse, to wit: ““Therctore thus saith the
Lord Ced, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tricd stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation ; he that believeth shall not make haste.”’
(Isa. 28:16) The words of this verse are addressed
to his faithiul anointed ones, who fully trust in and
serve Jehovah. These are told that if they are de-
voted to God they need not ““make haste’’, not be un-
duly excited and disposed to run ahead of the Lord,
but to wait upon the Lord that in due time he will
act, and his action in this behalf will take place after
he has laid in Zion his Stone, the precious Corner
Stone, the Sure Foundation, that is to say, Christ
Jesus the King enthroned, and then He will take posi-
tive and uncquivocal action against the liars. It was
in 1918 that Jehovah laid in his royal organization the
Chief Corner Stone and Foundation Stone, Christ
Jesus. It was then that he builded up Zion (Ps.
102:16), placing that precious Stone, Christ Jesus,
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his enthroned King, at the head; that is the same great
and mighty and precious Stone, the King, that becomes
the ‘stumbling stone’ to all those hypocritieal pretend-
ers, the relizionists. (Isa. 8: 14, 15) The chief amongst
these hypoeritical ones who elaim to scrve Jehovah
God, and who in fact serve the Devil, is the Roman
Catholie Ilicrarchy. The laying of this Corner Stone
fixes the time when the Lord would begin to take ac-
count with that wicked institution.

8 Jehovah foretold that the hypoeritical religivus
organizations would reject Christ as King, and that
such rejection would be particularly marked at the
time The Stone was laid in the building up of Zion,
““The stone which ihe builders refused is become the
head stone of the commer.”” (Ps. 118:22,23) Jesus
quoted this Psalm and applied it to the pretenders.
(Matt. 21:42) The fulfillment of this prophcey takes
place in “‘the day of Jehovah”’, ‘“the day which Je-
hovah hath made,”’ the beginning of which is the sct-
ting Ilis King upon his throue and sending him to the
temple for judgment. (Pss. 118:24; 2:6; Mal, 3:1-5)
The incontrovertible proof is that the Roman Cath-
olic llierarehy has rejected Christ the King of the
world. Although claiming to be the representative of
CGod and Christ on carth, when Christ Jesus the King
comes to the temple the Roman Catholie Hierarehy not
only refuses to aceept him as King but continues to
insist that it 1s the divine rieht of the Roman Catholie
Hicrarchy to rule the nations of the earth, Jehovah
sends forth his witnesses to make known to the nations
that he is God, that Christ is King, and that the king-
dom is here; and the Roman Catholiec Hierarchy
violently oppose the message and the messengers and
induce the other political rulcrs of the world to join
with them in the perseeution of Jechovah’s messengers.
They enter into a conspiracy to destroy all those who
are for Jehovah and his King, and to thus prevent
the anointed of God from beeoming a part of his king-
dom. (Ps. 2:2,3) ““They have consulted together with
one consent: they are confederate against thee,’’ says
the prophet; and then in that same propheey the Lord
specifically names the Philistines and those associated
with them as being in the conspiraey to resist the king-
dom undcr Christ Jesus. (Ps. 83:2-7) The Roman
Catholic llicrarchy speeifically denies that Christ shall
rule the world, but insists that the Roman Catholie
Hicrarchy shall rule; and this is another great lie.

® In the propheey of Isaiah Jehovah definitely fixes
the time for the fulfillment of his judgment against the
wicked institutions of the Iicrarchy, and that time is
after the Lord comes to the temple for judgment. The
coming of the Lord to the temple for judgment was in
1918, and judegment began with the house of God and
thereafter follows upon other institutions. (Mal.
3:1-3; Matt. 24:31-40) Now in reply to the statement
of the modern Puinhistines, as set forth in Isaiah 23 15,
that ‘““we have made lies our refuge, and under false-
hood have we hid ourselves’’, Jehovah answers in
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these words, to wit: ‘‘Judgment also will I lay to the
line, and righteousness to the plummet; and the hail
shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters
shall overflow the hiding place.”’ (Isa, 28:17) At the
judgment of the house of God the approved ones are
anointed, given the name of Jehovah, and sent forth
as his witnesses to declare the day of the vengeance of
our God. (1 Pet. 4:17; Isa. 43:9-12; 61:1,2) This is
God’s time for causing the truth concerning himsclf
and his kingdom to be declared, and his message of
truth is like a great hail storm, which tears off the
veil and sweeps away the refuge or hiding place of
lies, and fully exposes the hiding place thereof to the
plain view of honest people.—Rev.16:21; Ex. 9:22-26,

19 During the past few years Jchovah’s witnesses
have, by the Lord’s grace, been doing this very work
under the direction and commandment of the Lord.
If these witnesses were deelaring these things merely
to do injury to others, that would be eontrary to the
will of God ; but they are deelaring these divine truths
because it is the time when God has afforded the peo-
ple the opportunity to know that he is the only true
God, that Christ is King, and that the kingdom is the
only hope of the world, and that it is in vain for man
to put his trust in imperfeet men or organizations.
It is the time when God will permit the people to
know that the Roman Catholic Hierarchy is hidden
behind a great mountain of lies. In order to be faith-
ful to Jehovah his witnesses must now declare the
truth that exposes the wicked Roman Catholie Hicr-
archy, the modern Philistines. As these truths are de-
clared, and the wicked ones exposed, they become very
angry, and the Devil and his chief marshal Gog as-
semble the Catholie 1licrarehy and its agents all over
the earth and scnd them forth in a ecampaign of wick-
ed persecution against God and against his anointed.
—Iizek. 38:1-14.

11 The propheey of Jehovah is then addressed to the
modern Philistines, the Roman Catholie llierarchy
and the adherents thereto, to wit: ‘“And your core-
nant with death shall be disannulled, and your agree-
ment with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing
scourge shall pass through, then ye shall he trodden
down by it.”’ (Isa. 28:18) This positive declaration
of Jehovah is that the Roman Catholie Hierarchy has
made with death and hell a covenant whieh shall not
stand but shall fail, and that he will bring upon that
institution a great seourge that will expose them and
destroy them and that institution shall be completely
annihilated. From the time the message of God’s venge-
ance goes forth against the hypoeritical organiza-
tion it constitutes a great vexation to them. Why is
it that the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy, in every coun-
try, is bitterly opposing Jchovah’s witnesses? The
answer is, Because that devilish institution is vexed
at the message of God’s Word, which is being deelared
by his witnesses and which exposes its very hiding
place, whiech is the great mountain of lies: ““From the
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time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning
by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night:
and it shall be a vexation only to undersiand the re-
port. For the bed is shorter than that a man ecan
streteh himself on it; and the eovering narrower than
that he can wrap himself in it.”” (Isa. 28:19,20) The
bed, which the Hierarchy has made for itself, and the
covering of lies used to hide its nefarious work, sre
entirely inadequate for that purpose, says the Lord.
The refuge of lies of that wicked organization shall
be completely swept away. IHeretofore no opposition
to the Roman Catholic organization has been able to
stand. Now it is (fod’s due time to take action, and
no part of the Roman Catholic organization, the
modern Philistines, shall stand.

“RISE UP"”

2 The work of Jehovah's witnesses is merely to de-
elare the message of (fod. The real work must be and
will be done by Jechovah in his own good way. No
human institution could possibly wreek the Roman
Catholie Hierarchy. (od will completely wreck it, and
concerning this he says: *‘For the Lord shall rise up
as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley
of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work;
and bring to pass his act, his strange aet.'’—Isa. 28: 21,

12 Tlow may we determine that this prophecy applies
to the modern Philistines, the Roman Catholie Ilicr-
archy? In the precedimg issue of The Walchtower the
published evidence shows conelusively that the Philis-
tines prophetically foreshadewed the Roman Catholie
organization, What took place at Mount Perazim and
at Gibeon, according to the propheey itself, foretells
exactly what is to come to pass, and this the Lord
makes known to his people in advanee that they might
receive consolation and inecrcase their hope. Bear in
mind that it is the Lord’s work and whatsoever he
begins he accomplishes. The present-day persecution
of Jchovah’s wilnesses by the Roman Cathelic Hier-
archy would, in time, nceessarily rvesult in the com-
plete destruction of Jehovah’s witnesses and their
work unless God himself intervenes; and he gives his
word that he will rise up and do that very thing.
While the wicked persecution of Jehovah's witnesses
continucs throughout the earth, the faithful will take
great courage in the understanding of this prophecy
of Isaiah,

1 The propheey of Isaiah 28:21 specifically refers
to what is recorded by the Lord at 2 Samuel 5:17-25
and at 1 Chronicles 14: 8-17. A brief reference to that
record is here appropriate.

3 Saul had been king of Israel for some time, but
because of his unfaithfulness God removed the king-
dom from him and caused David to be anointed king
over Israel. ‘‘The spirit of the Lord eame upon David
from that [very] day. . . . But the spirit of the Lord
departed from Saul.”” (1 Sam. 16:13, 14) David with
his hecadquarters at Ichron ruled over the southern
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and for several ycars
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there was war between the southern and mnorthern
tribes. Abner, who was the chief man in the northern
tribes, made overtures to bring about the union of all
the tribes of Israel under David the king, and hence
it is written: ‘““And Abner had communication with
the elders of Isracl, saying, Ye sought for David in
times past to be king over you: now then do it: for
the Lord hath spoken of David, saying, By the hand
of my servant David I will save my people Israel out
of the hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand
of all their enemies.”’-~2 Sam. 3:17, 18,

1 David was thercafter installed as king over all
Israel and proceeded to establish himself as king at
Jerusalem. The division of the tribes and the war be-
tween the north and the south exaetly suited the
Philistines, and on the death of Saul the Philistines
continued to exaet tribute from the tribes in the
northern portion. They were afraid of David. The
unity of all of the tribes of Israel under David, and
his being made king over all of them, alarmed the
Philistines, and they made ready to attack David:
““But when the Philistines heard that they had anoint-
ed David king over Israel, all the Philistines came up
to seck David; and David heard of it, and went down
to the hold.””—2 Sam, 5:17.

1 The five kings that ruled the Philistines were in
full harmony to destroy David because he was God's
anointed one, under whom Israel was united. The
Philistines knew of the song of the Israelites, which
had been eomposed and sung by them to the cfiect,
‘Saul has slain his thousands, but David his ten thou-
sands,” (1 Sam, 18:7) They wanted David, and would
feel safe only when he was destroyed, and so they went
after him. David is a type of Jehovah’s beloved
anointed One, Christ Jesus the King, and ineludes all
the anointed of the temple or royal house of God; and
henee the propheey applies to the anointed remnant
on the carth, gathered unto Christ Jesus at the temple
from and after 1918. When the Lord eleansed the tem-
ple he brought all his people into unity under Christ
dJesus, the llcad over the echureh and of the temple.
(Eph. 4:13) From and after that time the faithful
anointed witnesses of Jehovah have declared his mes-
sage against the wicked rulers of *“Christendom”’, and
particularly against the Roman Catholic Hierarehy.
As the ancient Philistines wanted to get David, so now
the cffort of the modern Philistines, the Roman Cath-
olic 1licrarchy and their allies, is to bring about the
destruetion of God’s ‘‘hidden ones’’, the anointed rem-
nant on earth.—DPs, 83:3.

13 The Philistines assembled their entire army and
went on the march toward Jerusalem, where they ex-
pected to find David and destroy him. ‘‘The Philis-
tines also came, and spread themselves in the valley
of Rephaim.”’ (2 Sam. 5:18) Rephaim appears to be
the country lying south of Jerusalem and west of
Bethlehem. It means ‘the place of the giants’. Doubt-
less David had his watchmen on the lookout, and when
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he was informed of the movement of the Philistines
he began movement. e was too wise to be bottled up
at Jerusalem ; therefore he withdrew his little army
and ‘‘went down to the hold”’, which was in a rough
part of the country south and west of Bethlehem,
David bad taken refuge at the same plaecc on two
former occasivns when Saul was attempting his de-
struetion. (1 Sam. 22:4,5; 24:22) David was not
now flecing from the Philistines, but he was putting
his men in a position of strategy that he might make
a surprise attack upon the enemy. The Philistines, of
course, greatly outnumbered David’s army, and the
country that David had to traverse in order to make
the attack was very difficult. The stage was set, and
the picture now was made as to what shall befall the
modern Philistines, the Roman Catholie Ilicrarchy,

“BAAL-PERAZIM”

19 The place where the battle took place was named
by David ““Baal-perazim’’, (The word Perazim means
‘‘a hreach or breaking forth’’; Beal havine reference
to Devil worshup.) It means the place of the Lord’s
breaking .forth apainst Devil worshipers, the sooth-
saycers, the Philistines, ancient and modern. The
breaking forth of the Lord there was like waters
breaking their bounds and rushing like a torrent to
destroy everything in their way, This same place is
mentioned in Tsaiah 25: 21 and s there ealled “mount
Perazim’’; therefore the propliecy definitely fixes the
battle illustrating the destruction of the Roman Cath-
olic 1licrarchy. Before David began his attack he in-
quired of Jehovah as to what he should do: ““And
David inquired of the Lord, <ayving, Shall T go up to
the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into mine
hand? And the Lord said unto David, Go up; for I
will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand.”’
{2 Sam. 5:19) David would not attempt to attack ex-
cept on commund of the Lord. The ancinted of Jeho-
vah trust in him with all thcir heart, and they have
a Tull assurance that he will direet their paths, (Prov.
3:5,6) The Greater David is Christ Jesus, the chief
officer of Jehovah (God, and ineludes the anointed rem-
nant on carth., The attack of David upon the Philis-
tines, thercfore, forctells the attack of Jchovah by
the hand of Christ Jesus against the enemy, the mod-
ern Philistines.

2 David advaneed on the rear of the enemy when
the Lord had assured him that ‘“doubtless’’ he would
deliver ihe enemy into David’s hands: ‘“And David
came to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there,
and said, The Lord hath broken forth upon mine
cenemies before me, as the breach of waters. Therefnre
he called the name of that place Baal-perazim. And
there they left their images, and David and his men
burned them.”’—2 Sam. 5:20, 21.

2t The rout of the Philistines there was complete.
The illustration given by the words of the text is that
of a mighty flood of waters breaking forth and sweep-
ing everything before it. The DPhilistines were utter-
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ly helpless to withstand the onrush of the great flood
of power that Jchovah turned loose on them. Their
rout was so complete that they fled, leaving bchind
them their much cherished images represcnting the
object of Devil worship, which images David de-
stroyed. The Roman Hierarchy not only has images
in all its eeremonies but largely advertises these images
to sell them to obtain revenue. (Nee advertisements mn
the Cuatholic Directory, 1933.) That battle, it is true,
was fought by David, but only in the strength of tie
Lord, aud it was typical, and foreshadowed something
of far greater importance to come to pass under the
Greater David, Christ Jesus. The description of the
battle shows the hand of the Lord in it, and tlis is
strongly supported hy the words of the record, whcn
Jehovah says: ¢‘ For the Lord shall rise up as in mount
Perazim.”’—Isa. 28: 21,
GIBEON

22 There was a sceond fizht between David and the
Philistines, as deseribed in the second hook of Samuel.
Again the ancient Philistines assembled themselves in
the same place: ‘““And the Philistines came up yet
again, and spread themselves in the valley of Repha-
im.”” (2 Sam. 5:22) Doubtless the PLilistines reasoned
that David would again {ry to attack them in the sane
manner as on the previous oeccasion, and that this
time thev would be ready for David. While the Serip-
tures do not say that David at this time had taken hiy
position at the hold, the presumption may be indulged
that he was there. 1is inquiry of the Lord and the
Lord’s response thercto indieate that he was at the
hold and proceeded from that point to the attack:
““And when David inquired of the Lord, he said, Thou
shalt not go up; but feteh a corupass hehind them,
and come upon them over against the mulberry trees.”’
—2 Sam. 5:23.

2 The words “‘fetch a eompass behind”’ would in-
dicate that David was eommanded to so employ his
army that they would be on the enemy’s flank as well
as on the rear. This scems to be the first mention of
flank movement in warfare. Ilere again the Philistines
were outmancuvered, which shows the hand of the
Lord in the matter, e directed David to make the at-
tack from a certain point indicated by the ‘‘mulberry
trees’’. Just what is meant by ‘‘mulberry trees’ is
not elear. Biblical lexicographers define the word in
this manner: *“ Weeping ; the weeping tree.”” It might
well picture the point at which eomes a calanmity upon
the cnemy that causes them to weep. With his army
in position David must wait to receive the signal from
the Lord. This proves that David was there solely at
the command of Jchovab and what he was doing
prophetically foreshadowed greater things to come to
pass under Christ Jesus. This is the only place in the
Seriptures where “mulberry trees’’ are mentioned,
and therefore they have a speeiiic application to the
Philistines, aneicnt and modern.

# David waited for orders from Jchovah, and Je-
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hovah told him how he might know it was time for
him to ‘bestir himself’, that is, to be on the alert and
then move forward in the attack: ‘“And let it be,
when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of
the: mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thy-
self : for then shall the Lord go out before thee, to
smite the host of the Philistines,”’—2 Sam. 5:24,

33 ¢The sound of going’ (according to Rotherham:
¢ A sound of marching’’) in the mulberry trees not
only scems to have furnished a signal for David to
act, but elearly indicates that Jehovan’s unseen host
of holy angels there participated and led the assault
against the enemy. This would clearly foreshadow
that when the tireater David engages in the fight
against the enemy, pictured by the Philistmes, hig
armies in heaven will take part in the fight. (Rev.
19:14) The fight took place with a disastrous result
upon the Philistines. ““And David did so, as the Lord
had commanded him; and smote the Philistines from
Geba until thou come to Gazer.”’—2 Sam. 5: 25,

26 There is no rcason to doubt that these two battles
between David and the Philistines are the same ag
that referrved to in Isaiah 28:21. It is true that in
the account given at 2 Samuel 5: 25 the word ““Geba”’
is used to denote the place. In the margin the word
“Gibeon”’ is used to denote the same place. Also in
the record of the same fight set forth at 1 Chronicles
14:16 the place is named Gibeon, ““David therefore
did as God commanded him; and they smote the host
of the Philistines from (ibeon even to Gazer.”
(1 Chron. 14:16) Thus is shown that the prophecy
of Isaiah 28: 21 refers to the destruetion of the Philis-
tines, who were the chief enemies of God’s ehoscn
people Isracl. The faet that the Seriptural account is
of two fights, to wit, Perazim and Gibeon, does not
necessarily mean that the Lord will make two separate
and distinet fights against modern Philistines. The
point of paramount importance here is that ‘the Lord
shall rise up as at Mount Perazim and shall be wroth
As at Gibeon’. In other words, what took place at
Mount Perazim and Cibeon foreshadows what the
Lord will do against the antitypical Philistines,

*7 Concerning Mount Perazim the record is: “David
smote them there, and [David] said, The Lord hath
;broken forth upon mine cnemies before me, as the
breach of waters.”” This is proof conclusive that what-
ever David accomplished in that fight he did it, not in
his own strength, but in the strength and at the com-
mand of Jehovah God; and this foretells that the fizht
against the antitypical enemy, the modern Philistines,
will be by the Greater David at the command of Je-
hovah. It was Jehovah who brought the vietory to
David, and this foreshadows that the antitypieal
battle is not the battle of creatures against modern
Philistines, but is the battle of Jehovah. The words
“‘breach of waters’’ mean the breaking forth or burst-
ing out of waters, such as the onrush of a mighty flood
which scatters and disperses and destroys everything
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in its path. Compare this with the language of Isaiah’s
propheey in the preceding verses: ‘‘Hail shall sweep
away the refuge of lies, and the waters chall overflow
the hiding place.”” This scems to indicate that God
would cause his message of hard and smiting truths
to rush down upon the enemy, and this acecompanied
by the exercise of his great power, in which he will
destroy the refuge of lies behind which modern Philis-
tines have hidden and carried on their work and will
completely wipe out that organization. In his judg-
ment against the modern Philistines, the Roman Cath-
olie Hicrarchy, not only shall the lying schemes and
wickedness of that organization be exposed to view
10 honest people, but the organization will be brought
into disgrace and completely destroyed.

28 But note that at Gibeon the violent indignation
of God is plainly mentioned: ‘“Ile shall be wroth
[that is, express violently his indignation] as in the
valley of Gibeon.”” It was immediately following the
sien whieh Jchovah gave to David that David be.
stirred himself; and then the reeord follows: ““Then
shall the Lord go out before thee to smite the host of
the Philistines.”” The Lord did there smite them, and
this propheey foreshadows that when God rises up in
hig anger as deseribed by the prophet Tsaiah, he will
put an end to the modern Philistines by ecompletely
putting them out of business, and all their activity
shall end.

“STRANCE WORK"”

2 That which eame to pass at Mount Perazim and
at Gibeon was not the work of man, but was the work
of Jehovah God, and therefore elearly foreshadows or
prophetically forctells some greater work to be done
by Jehovah thereafter. That future work is desermbed
by Isaiah’s propheey as ‘God’s work’, “his strange
work,”” ““his act, his strange act.”’ The importanee of
that work is emphasized by the faet that the words
are repeated in the Seriptures: ““his work, his strange
work’’; ‘“his act, his strange act.”” The word “‘strange ™’
here used means ““foreign ; extraordinary ; wonderful;
marvelous; unusual; that which is not expected’. In
this connection note what God throu«h his prophet
says eoncerning the hypoeritical erowd that draw near
to him with their mouths, which without a doubt re-
fers to the modern Philistines, the Roman Catholic
organization : ‘‘Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch
as this people draw near me with their mouth, and
with their lips do bonour me, but have removed their
heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught
by the preeept of men: thercefore, hehold, I will pro-
cced to do a marvellous work among this people, even
a marvellous work, and a wonder: for the wisdom of
their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of
their prudent men shall be hid. Woe unto them that
seek deep to hide their counsel from the I.ord, and
their works are in the dark, and they say, who sceth
us? and who knoweth us?’’—Isa. 29:13-15.

20Tt is the Catholic Hierarchy that has induced the
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people to fear and to give up their hard-earned moncy,
and it is their ‘“wise’’ men who hypoecritically pose
before the people as representatives of God, and who
say: ‘““Who seeth us? and who knoweth us?’’

31 Jehovah had left the Philistines in the land of
Judah 1o prova the Israclites, to know whether they
would hearken to his commandments, (Jude. 3:1-4)
The Philistines had used the Israelites to suit their
own convenicnee and pleasure. The prophetie drama
of Samson shows how God’s people must be faithful
even unto death, 'The prophetie picture of David’s
conflict with the Philistines shows a difierent thing.
Jehovah had installed David as king over all Isracl,
and now the Philistines attempted to thwart God's
purpose., The Philistines had for many years been the
oppressors of the Israelites, and now (od’s time had
come to deliver his people from the hand of their op-
pressors, Therefore what took place at Mount Perazim
and Gibeon was Jehovah’s first demonstration of his
power in behalf of his kingdom, It was the first king-
dom conflict, and gives the absolute assuranee that
Jdehovah will fight for his kingdom. As soon as David
was at derusalem as king, the five Philistine lords
entercd into a conspiracy to erush David and to thus
prevent God from accomphishing his purposes. God
took a hand and prevented the accomplishment of that
wicked purpose. The recond is, ‘“ All the Philistines
came up to seck David,” That must have been a tre-
mendous horde of people, all marching out to make
away with one man i particular and, of course, all
who stood by David. It scems quite probable that
this movement of the Philictines against David in-
duced the prophet to write the second Psalm, wherein
the enemy is represenied as saying: ““Let us break
their bauds asunder [that is, the bands binding to-
gether the Israclites in unity under King David and
hindering the operations of the Philistines], and cast
away their cords from us.”” Their conelusion would
be amusing to the Lord, and therefore the psalmist
continues: ‘‘He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh;
the Lord shall have them in derision, Then shall he
speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his
sore displeasure.”’—Ps, 2:4, 5,

32 The propheey now is having a fulfillment on a
far_greater scale. We know that all true followers of
Christ Jesus are now united under the King, the
Greater David, and that these are loudly proelaiming
Jdehovah, his King, and his kingdom. Herctofore the
Roman Catholie Hierarchy has had its own way, It
has been,a great test to the true followers of Christ
Jesus. That wicked organization, acting under the
pretext of heing God’s representatives on earth, has
crushed every organization that has ever risen against
it. Now Christ is on his throne and God’s time has
come to put his kingdom ecompletely in control of the
world. During the past few years, and since the union
of the church under Christ, the Roman Catholie Hier-
archy has begun and carrvies on its assaults against
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God’s true people. In every country of earth the Hier-
archy carries forward this wicked persecution of Je-
hovah’s witnesses and, as stated by Jchovah’s prophet,
the Hierarchy now says: ‘‘Let us break tiicir bands
{their unity under Christ which operates as a 1e-
straint to us] asunder.”” In this the Ilicrarchy in-
duces the political and financial elements of Satan’s
organization, togcther with the Judas class, to join
vith them. Furthermore the prophet of God deseribes
the Hicrarchy : ‘‘Ior, lo, thine enemics make a tumult:
and they that hate thee have lifted up the head, They
have taken crafty counsel against thy pcople, and
consulted against thy hidden oncs. They have sad,
Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation;
that the name of Isracl may be no more in remem.
brance. For they have consulted together with one con-
sent; they are confederate against thee.”’—Ps. 83: 2.5,

3 Will not the Lord Jehovah now laugh and hold
these presumptuous ones in derision? Is it notl about
Jchoval’s due time to ““speak unto them in his wrath,
and vex them in his sore displeasure’’? And why?
Because, says the Lord, ‘I have set my king upon my
holy hill of Zion, to rule the world,” and God will per-
mit nothing to interfere with the accomplishment of
his purposes. To his King, the Greater David, he now
says: ‘““Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel,”’—
Ps. 2:9.

3 Clearly this scems to be the due time when Je-
hovah will ““rise up’’ and assert himself, as he did n
behalf of his people at Mount Perazim and Gibeon.
Surely the propheey shows that we are at the time
when Jehovah will cause his hail to sweep away the
refuge of lies, and his waters to overflow the cnemy,
diselosing their wickedness, and this to be followed by
his work of destruction.

35 But how can it be said that such would be Jeho-
vah’s “‘strange work’ or “‘strange act’’? The faet
that Jehovah foucht the battle in behalf of his king
David would not he at all strange to David, because
David knew that he was an instrument in the hands of
Jehovah to deliver the Israelites out of the enemy’s
hands. Certainly David knew what is recorded in
2 Samuel 3:18, to wit: ““For the Lord hath spoken
of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David
I will save my people Israel oul of the hand of the
Philistines.’” David’s inquiring of the Lord what he
should do is further proof that what took place was
no surprise to David, but does show his complete con-
fidence in Jehovah, For these reasons the work of
Jehovah upon the Philistines was not at all strange
to those who were devoted to God. To the Philistines,
however, it must have seemed very strange, for the
reason that they had carried on against the Israeliles
for years to suit their own pleasure and they had
done so by permission of Jehovah, and now to have
Jchovah cause them to be stricken by the Israelites, and
completely routed, would secem passing strange to them,
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3¢ Mark how well the prophetie picture fits the
reality of the present time. For a long while the Ro-
man Cathclie Hierarchy has had its own way. It is
the most powerful organization under the sun, and
its power and influence is exercised in every land on
carth, The members of the Hierarchy are heady,
high-minded, austere, and seornful men. The Catholic
Hicrarchy is ecomparatively a small body of men; but
the great multitude of Catholiec people that support
the organization are not members of the Catholic
church, but are called ‘‘children of the church’’ or
‘¢Catholic population’’, The Hierarchy numbers its
“‘population’’ or adherents by the millions. The Hier-
archy now is desperately attempting to destroy Jeho-
vah's witnesses, that there may be no hindranee what-
soever to continuing its work to control the aflairs
of the nations of the earth. The Ilicrarchy confidently
expects to shortly rigd the earth of these ‘“pestiferous
witnesses’’, and on every hand they are heard to say,
in effeet, that ‘‘this crowd of Jehovah’s witnesses will
not last long”’. When the time comes, however, for
Jehovah to rise up as he did at Mount Perazim and
at Gibeon, and to express his righteous indignation
against his cnemies that have perseeuted his chosen
people, and when he brings about the downfall of the
Roman Catholie Hicrarchy, that will be so wonderful,
so unusual, so tremendous and so completely foreiun
to what has ever before come to pass, that millions of
people who have been adherents of the Roman Catholice
Hierarchy will exclaim: ‘““llow strange that God
should destroy that organization!”” They will sce that
the work is not the work of man, but must be the work
of the Alnignty ; and it is to sueh that this work will
seem ‘‘strange’’. It may bhe confidently expected,
therefore, that the survivors will say, in substance:
““How strange that this mighty organization, which
for centurics has acted as the represcutative of God
and Christ on earth, should now be destroyed by the
Lord! 1t is foreign to anything that has ever come to
pass, and we cannot understand it.”” The work of Je-
hovah here mentioned will appear stranage to every one
who does not understand it, and only those will un-
derstand it who are wholly devoted to Jehovah and
his kinzdom. To the anointed Jehovah's work will
not appear at all strange, for the reason that they
have been instructed of the Lord by his Word as fo
what shall come to pass, and, having heen instrueted,
they follow his Word and obey his commandments,
They now have the information that Jehovali is going
to destroy the wicked Roman Catholie Hierarchy, aud
they know that Jchovah’s purpose will be accom-
plished.-—1sa. 46: 11,

87 All over the carth now the faithful are being per-
secuted by the Roman Catholiec Hicrarchy, This per-
secution is so terrible and powerful that the faithful
know that no human power could sucecessfully resist
the wicked organization. Anyone not having full con-
fidence and faith in God and his promises would not
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dare tell the truth about the wicked organization of
the Hierarchy, but the faithful have taken their stand
wholly on the side of the Lord and Him they will
serve, and not man. They know that their God will
intervene in their behalf. They know that the Roman
Catholie Hiervarchy is the Devil’s chief visible agent
on earth and that God will scarch out and destroy all
his encmies, including the ierarchy. Maving this
knowledge and assurance from the Word of (iod, the
faithful with confidence pray God to hasten the day
when the encmy shall perish from the earth, and they
continue with joyful words to sing Jchovah'’s praises,
knowing that the enemy ean do nothing worse than to
kill them. The salvation of (iod’s people he will ac-
complish by the hand of the antitypieal David, Christ
Jesus, the Beloved One of Jchovah, and the groat
King says to these faithful anointed ones: ‘‘Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee the cerown
of life.”” (Rev, 2: 10, A.R.V.) The anointed, thercfore,
confidently rest in the promises of Jehovah, and for
that reason they rejoice in the tribulation that comes
upon them beeause of their faithfulness. Scemg the
fulfilliment of Jchovah’s propheeics, and knowing that
his King is on the throne and at the temple for jude-
ment, they lock up and lift up their heads, because
they know that the day of deliverance is at hand.

WHY?

3% Why would Jchovah “‘rise up’’ and smite the
Philistines, sceing that they had by him been per-
mitted to have dominion over the Israclites for years?
The same question may bhe asked, and the same an-
gswer given relative to the modern Philistines, the
Roman Catholic IHicrarchy. The Philistines were priv-
ileged 1o be in the land that God had assigned to g
chosen people, aud they tried to thwart God's purpose
to set up his typical kingdom there, Likewise for ecn-
turies the Roman Catholie Hierarchy has been suffered

- by Jehovah to occupy the place of his people on carth

and has assumed 1o occupy the favored place of Je-
hovah ; at the same time it vigorously attempts to pre-
vent Jehovah’s carrying out his purpose concerning
his faithful and anointed ones and eoneerning the set-
ting up of his kingdom. It aets with revenge and eruel
hatred against all who are devoted to Jehovah, No
one can be fully and intellizently serving Jchovah
without opposing the wickedness of the Roman Cath-
olic ITierarchy, and hence they are hated by the Hier-
archy. Long after the ancient Philistines as a nation
were destroyed God caused his prophet to write the
propheey in answer to the foregoing question as to
why he will rise up, and that answer is recorded in
these words, to wit: *“Thus saith the Lord God: De-
cause the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have
taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to destioy it
for the old hatred ; therefore, thus saith the Lord Cod,
Belold, I will streteh out mine hand upon the Philis-
tines, and I will cut off the Cherethims, and destroy
the remnant of the sca coast. And I will execute vreat
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vengeance upon them with furious rebukes; and they
shall know that I am the Lord, when I shall lay my
vengeance upon them.’’—Rzek. 25:15-17.

% From the time of Isaac the ancient Philistines
opposed God’s people and ill-treated them. From the
time of the antitypical Isaae Satan’s agents have per-
secuted Jesus and his true followers. Particularly
have the Roman Catholic Hicrarchy opposed and ill-
treated God’s chosen people. (Gen. 26:15-22) It is
the decree of Jchovah, written long after the ancient
Philistines as a nation had ccased to exist, that he
would destroy the Philistines, and therefore without a
question of doubt the prophecy refers to the modern
Philistines, the Roman Catholie Hierarchy and all of
its eonspiring lords, The day of the destruction of that
wicked institution, the Roman Catholie Iierarchy, is
at hand. ‘““And I will cut off the inhabitant from
Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashle-
lon; and I will turn mine hand against Ekron; and
the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the
Lord God.”” (Amos 1:8) ““For Gaza shall be forsaken,
and Ashkelon a desolation ; they shall drive out Ashdod
at the noonday, and Kkron shall be rooted up. Woe
unto the inhabitants of the sca coast, the nation of
the Cherethites! the word of the Lord is against you;
O Canaan, the land of the Philistines, I will even de-
stroy thee, that there shall be no inhabitant.”” (Zeph.
2:4,5) The pride of the modern Philistines shall
cease. (Zech, 9:6) The eombined hypoeritical and
wicked religionists shall be destroyed, and this in-
formation is now given for the benefit of the remnant
and for the benefit of the Jonadabs or great multitude.
(Sce Preparation, page 150.)

4 The Seriptures scem fully to support the conelu-
sion that the destruetion of the religionists under the
lead of the Roman Catholie Hierarchy will be the first
part or the beginning of Armageddon. The Devil re-
Jigion mislabeled ‘‘Christianity’’ was first put for-
ward under the name of ‘‘the Church of Rome”’, out
of which grew the Roman Catholie Ilierarchy. That
organization is mentioned prophetiecally in the Serip-
tures under the unpleasant title of ‘‘the great whore’’,
There was a period of time when in the world there
was an organization known as ‘‘Protestantism’’, and
which opposed the Roman Catholie organization ; but
about the time of the World War the Protestant (so
called) organization ceased and went over, bag and
baggage, to the Hierarchy, and now the entire lot con-
stitutes ‘‘the great whore’’. This crowd of publie
gangsters and enemies of God set up the League of
Nations as a substitute for God’s kingdom. Anything
with them to turn the people away from Jehovah and
his King. These, pretending to stand for God, in faet
stand for and represent the Devil, and this whole
bunch composes an integral part of the beastly rule
of the earth, ‘And the ten horns which thou sawest
upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall
make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh,
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and burn her with fire. For God hath ineclined their
hearts to do his purpose,’ even to exccute one purpose,
(Rev. 17:16,17) (See Light, Book Two, pages 80-114.)
This is exactly in harmony with Isaiah’s prophecy.
Jehovah's storm of hail shall sweep away the refuge
of lies and fully expose to all mankind the duplicity
of ‘the old whore’, and her destruction shall precede
the destruction of ‘‘the beast’’ and of ‘‘the false
prophet’’. (Rev. 19:19-21) The wicked modern Philis-
tines shall be ensnared in their own work of their own
hands.—Ps. 9:15,16. (Sce also Preservation, pages
139-143.)

41 Aside from what the Scriptures say, it would be
presumptuous for any man to say how God will ac-
complish ‘‘his work, his strange work’’, ‘‘his act, his
strange act.”” Whatsoever the means used by the Lord
to accomplish this purpose, it will be the work and act
of God just the same, even though he uses some human
ageneies to aecomplish his purpose, as he used David
at Mount Perazim. Let the faithful now rest in the
fact that just as certainly as the Roman Catholie Hier-
archy is at the present time engaged in the perseeution
of those who serve Jehovah, just so certamly will
Jchovah rise up and smite the Roman Catholie Iier-
archy to the dust. Therefore let the faithful proceed
with their work without fear and regardless of the
acts of the wicked. (iod has shown that the Hier-
archy is the Devil’s ehief wicked, visible organization,
and he has deelared in no uneertain terms that all the
wicked shall perish.—Ps. 145: 20,

42 Armageddon is the work of Jehovah, because the
Seriptures emphatically so deelare, that GGod will do
his work at Armageddon by the hand of Christ Jesus.
The fact, however, that Jehovah by his prophet speaks
of ‘‘his work, his strange work’’, ‘‘his aet, his strange
act,”’ repecating the words, secms elearly to indieate
two distinetive parts of Armageddon: (1) That which
accomplishes the destruction of hypoeritieal religion-
ists; and (2) that which accomplishes the complete
destruction of all of Satan’s organization. Armaged-
don, therefore, as a whole is the work and act of Je-
hovah, but that part of Armageddon which he says is
“‘his strange work’’, ‘‘his strange act,”’ would scem
clearly to refer to something that would appear to
many creaturces as very strange. The final confhict
would not appear to be strange, for the reason that
all professed Christians have been informed by the
Seriptures and otherwise of Armageddon as one great
time of trouble,

4 But now consider the fact that there is one great
religious organization that has been kept prominently
before the people for many centuries, and whieh cor-
ganization has repecatedly declared.itself to be the
special representative of God on earth and which mil-
lions of people have been induced to believe is a di-
vine organization. Such people are not expeeting the
destruction of that organization. That great religious
organization is the Roman Catholic system, ruled by
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its Hierarchy, and to which there is attached a ‘*Cath-
olic population’’ of millions of persons. All the nations
of ““Christendom’’ tacitly admit that the Catholie
Church system is the representative of *‘god’’, but,
of course, they do not understand which god. Now
when God singles out this particular Roman Catholie
organization and brings it into disgrace and humilia-
tion, as illustrated by uncircumeision and by ‘emerods
in the sceret parts’ of the Philistines, and then sweeps
away the refuge of lies under which the Roman Cath-
olic Ilierarchy has long hid its nefarious work, and
exposes the hypoerisy of that organization, and then
completely destroys the Roman Catholic organization,
such will elearly appear to be a *‘strange work’” and
“‘strange act’’ of the Almighty God, and the millions
of people left on earth, and who will see that marvel-
ous work and aet, wiil no doubt in great astonishment
ery out: ‘‘How stranee that the Almighty God would
destroy that organization arainst which we have been
taught that nothing, not even hell, can prevail.”’

4 ITypocerisy is despicable in the sight of Jehovah,
He says: ““The vile person will speak villany, and his
heart will work mniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and
to utter error against the Lord, to make empty the soul
of the hunery.” (Isa. 32:6) There the Lord clearly
describes the Roman Catholie 1lierarehy, The great-
est hypoerisy ever practiced amongst men is that
practiced by the Iierarehy, and the end of such is
annihilation. Saul bhecame a hypoerite. (1 Sam.
15:1-23) IHe was made king at the instance of the
people, and he illustrates those who were once in line
for the kingdom hut were moved by selfishness that
they might have personal gain, and receive life and
povwer and honor, (1 Sam. 8:4-22; 10:17-25) When
the spirit of the Liord departed from Saul he acted
with the Philistines in the continuous effort to destroy
David, (iod’s anointed. Saul scems clearly to picture
the “‘cvil servant’’ elass, whom the Lord Jesus de-
seribed. These were once in line for the kingdom.
Moved by selfishness, being rejeeted by the Lord at
his temple judgment, these ‘began to smite their fel-
fow servants’, and coneerning such Jesus said: ‘“The
lord . . . shall eut him asunder and appoint him his
portion with the hypoerites.”’ (Matt. 24:48-51) God
will permit no one to sucecessfully interfere with the
establishment of his kingdom under Christ.

HONEST CATHOLICS

4 Honest persons have often been deceived and led
into a trap. The Catholic organization boasts to this
effect: ‘‘Give us a child until it is seven ycars old,
and it will not depart from the Catholie faith.”” A
child brought up in ignorance of God and of his Word,
and into the mind of which child there is instilled the
teaching of men, the Catholic doctrine, which is con-
trary to the Word of God, and which child is con-
stantly warned under the penalty of purgatory and
hell to avoid reading anything that is not first ap-
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proved by the Catholic priest, is almost certain to con-
tinue i ignorance concerning Jehovah God. For this
reason, by means of fear and the preeepts of men mil-
lions have been held in bondage and in ignorance.
The great mass of people that support the Catholic
church organization are in no wise members of the
church and have nothing whatsocver to do with the
government thercof, and are desimnated by the Iier-
archy, and as set forth in the publications of that or-
ganization, as ‘‘Catholic population’’. (Sce Official
Cuatholic Directory, 1933.) There are millions of such

who are conscientiously obheying the eommands of the

Roman Catholic Hierarehy, and who are totally igno-
rant of the fact that they are going contrary to the
Word of (lod. The members of the Hicrarchy chuckle
in their glee and say: ‘We have made lies our refuze,
and under falschoods we have hid oursclves. Who
knoweth us, and who ean sce us?’ By rcason thercof
they have been enabled to keep the mass of the ¢‘Cath-
olie population’’ in ignorance of God and his king-
dom, and to continue them in their ignorance is the
reason why they warn Catholics to read none of the
publications of the Wateh Tower. Let those who de-
sire righteousness be assured that (God will, according
to his promise, sweep away the refuge of lies hehind
which the Hicerarchy hides, and will thus open the eyes
of all honest people to the truth, Honest Catholics
will then enjoy the opportunity of understanding the
truth and will eome to know that God and his king-
dom under Christ is the only hope of the human race,
With the Hierarcehy diseraced and destroyed the hon-
est people, inceluding the ‘‘Catholie population®, will
seck Zion, which is God’s organization.

* Conecerning what took place at Mount Perazim
and at Gibeon, which marked the vietory under David,
the record reads (1 Chyon, 11:17): ‘“And the fame
of David went out into all lands; and the Lord hrought
the fear of him upon all nations.”” Ilere again David
represents Christ Jesus, the beloved of Jehovah, and
the fear of Christ Jesus, the (reater David, clearly
means the release of millions of ‘‘Catholic popula-
tion’’ from the bondage of the wicked Hicrarchy. This
calls to mind the words of John when on the isle of
Patmos. After he had scen God’s royal organization
he saw a great multitude; and now Jchovah’s people
have been permitted to sce a great multitude and to
understand the words uttered by John, to wit: ‘‘ After
this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongucs, stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their
hands; and cried with a loud voiee, sayving, Salvation
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb.”” (Rev. 7:9,10) The great multitude is
beginning to be manifested, and we are assurced the
day of deliverance is at hand, and many of this grcat
multitude shall mareh away from the influence of the
Catholie organization. The people of good will of all
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nations shall come and worship before the Lord, and
shall glorify his name.—Ps, 86: 9.

* When that great multitude take a firm stand on
the side of Jehovah God and his kingdom, and in obe-
dience to God's commandments eontinue to seck meek-
ness and righteousness, they will suffer reproach at
the Lands of any and all of Satan’s agents remaining
on carth, particularly those pictured by ‘“‘the beast™
and ‘‘the false prophet’’, They wiil suffer becanse
they are eompanions of those who have been and are
persistently announcing the kingdom of God under
Christ. (lIch. 10:32-35) Let all who love God and
his King now have full assurance of faith that Jeho-
vah’s time to establish his kingdom is here and has
begun and all opponents that the Devil can muster
cannot possibly prevent ity complete establishment,
Jehovah has demonstrated and plainly shown his peo-
ple that soon he will rise up and fight the battles of
his people who are for his kinedom, and he is eertain
to rid the earth of the Roman Catholiec Ilierarchy and
all the representatives of the Devil. The purpose of
this is the vindication of Jehovah’s name, and by his
prophet he says concerning the inflietion of this dras-
tie punishment upon the modern Philistines: “‘And
they shall know that T am Jehovah, when I shall lay
my vengeanee upon them.”’—-lizek, 25: 17, ARV,

43 The Roman Catholie ITierarchy is now conduect-
ing a vigorous campaign in all parts of the carth in
its attempt to foree the people into the Catholic or-
ganization. The Hicrarchy is proceeding upon the
theory that there are just two general classes of peo-
ple, to wit, Communi«ts and Roman Catholie, and that
all who do not line up with the Roman Catholie sule
are therefore necessarily to be elassed as Communists
Clearly this is the Devil’s effort to separate the people
and checkmate the work that the Lord Jesus is doing,
Christ Jesus is now separating the persons of good
will, who are ealled the ““sheep’’ class, from those that
are wicked, whom he designates as the ‘““goat’’ elass,
(Matt, 25:32-46) The Devil, operating through the
Hiecrarchy, is trying 1o offset the Lord's work by sep-
arating the people into the classes of Communists and
Roman Catholie.

¢ The Roman Catholic Hierarchy and its political
and finanecial dupes and allies have suppressed the
‘Warcn Towrr Society and confiscated its property
in the countries of Austria and Germany and other
parts of ‘‘Christendom”’, It has recently caused many
countries and states to enact laws for the purpose of
suppression of spcech and publication of the truth.
It has caused many of the faithful to be persceuted
unmereifully, ill-{recated, and thrown into prison, and
continucs its wicked work. These modern Philistines
deal by revenge and with a despiteful heart, and the
Lord’s faithful people continue to suffer. Many have
wondered why God permits this. Let none of the
faithful be disturbed. Let all who love God and Christ
Jesus now fully rest in faith and with greater deter-

Fhe WATCHTOWER, 45

mination than ever go on with the service of the Lord,
knowing this, that God’'s announced purpose to rise
up and smash the enemy will soon take place and
every one who continues faithful to the Lord amidst
all thesn trials shall receive the everlasting blessing
of Jehovuil, Surely Jesus had in mind just such times
when he said: ‘‘Ile that shall endure unto the end,
the same shall be saved.”” (}Matt. 24:13) Our Ged,
whom we serve, will save and deliver his people to
the honor and glory of his name.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

9 1. Account for the Philistines’ remaining in the land of
Judah. For Satan’s continuing on earth after being sen-
tenced to death. For the modern Philistines’ being per-
mitted to persecute thosge who are devoted to Jehovah, For
the remarkable unfolding of propheey to God’s people at
the piegent time. What 13 now seen as to prvilege and
duty of those who are favored with an understanding of
these propheeies?

1 2. What do the Scriptures (Ps. 21: 8:11) declare as awuiting
those who are cruclly persecuting God’s faithtul people,
and as the reason for Jehovah’s thus dealing with the per-
gecutors?

9 3. What was foreshadowed by the ancient Philistines and
their relationship with the Israchtest [low do the pro-
phetic seniptures at Pouln 83: 7 and Isunh 28: 15 scrve
their purpose in the Wentification of the modern Plnhistines?

9 4-6. With corroborative seriptures, explain Matthew 16: 17, 18,
Point out how Hatan, by that orgamzation peculiarly
his own, has misused Jevus! words recorded at Matthew
16: 18, as further justifying the charge propheticaily
recorded at lsainh 28 14, 15,

T 7. What s meunt by the statement, at Isaiah 28: 16, (a)
concerming Jehovah’s *laying in Zion a suro foundation’
(b) That “‘he that believeth shall not make haste’’t

9 8. Point out fulfillment of Psalm 118: 22, together with that
of Psalm &3: 2.7,

1 9,10. When and how will Jehovuh ‘luy judament to the tine,
and righteousness to the plummet’t How shall ““the huil??
““sweep away the retuge of lies’’, and “‘the waters??
¢“overtlow the hiding place’’t For what purpose will this
be done?

9 11. What, and whose, are the ‘‘covenant with deuth?’, that
shall be disannulled, and the *‘agrecment with hell’?, that
shall not stand? What 1 the “‘overflowing scourge’’ that
shall pass through, by whieh they shall be trodden down?
How and when will this be done? How does Isainh 28: 19, 20
fit the situntion?

{ 12-14. How may we determine that the prophetic declaration
at Isainh 28: 21 applies to the Roman Catholic Iherarchy,
and why the Lord now makes this known to his peoplet

§ 15-18. What are some of the histonie facts which aecount
for the procedure by the Plulistines and by David us re-
corded at 2 Samuel 5: 17, 189

§ 19-21. Point out the fitness of the name ‘¢ Baal-perazim’’ ag
that of the place where tho battle was fought. What in-
struction is secen in David’s inquiring of the Lord as re-
corded in 2 Samucl 5:19, and in the Loid’s answer to
David? What is foretold by David’s attack here upon tho
Philistines, and by the outcome thereof?

T 22-26. Why would the Philistines again come up against
David? What is scen (a) in Dawvid’s again inquiring of
the J.ord? (b) In the Lord’s answer to this inquiry by
David? (¢) In David’s procedure here, and the result of
this attack?

¥ 27,28, What great prophetic significance is seen (a) m
David’s declaration recorded m 2 Samuel 5: 207 (b) In
the words by the prophet Isaiah (28:17) concerning the
same mutter? (¢) In the record at 2 Samuel 5: 24,259

¥ 29,50, Whose work was that at Mount Perazim and at
Gibeon? WWhat is meant by the declaration rccorded ag
Isaiah 28: 217 Upon whom will that work of vindieation
be visited? How does Ismiah 29: 13-13 serve in the idents-
fication of the modein Philistines?

9 31-34. Why were the Plulistines permiited to remain in the
land of Judah? and with what result? What is foreshown
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in David’s conflict with the Philistines? What is the evi-
dence that fulfillment of that proplietic picture, together
with Psalm 83: 2-5, is now 1 progresst In the light of
Psalm 2:9 and other related scriptures, what does this
portend concerning the modern Philistines and their con-
federates?

¥ 35,36. How can the ‘“hail’’ and the ‘‘overflowing waters’?,
and later destruction, be said to be Jehovah’s ‘‘strunge
work’’ and ‘‘strange act’’? Show how well the prophetic
picture fits the present situation.

9 37. What mstruction for the 1aithful is seen in the proplhetic
record of David's procedure when hard pressed by the
Philistines, and of the outcome thereof?

9 38. Why would Jehovah for a long time permit the Philis-
tines, both ancient and modern, to exercise dominion over
his covenant people, and then “‘rise up’’ and smite the
Philistines$

9 39. Apply the prophetic faet that it was from the time of
Isase that the ancient Philistines opposed God’s people
and ill-treated th-'w. Point out seriptures foretelling the
Judgment to be executed upon the modern Philistines,
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¥ 40, 41. Show that the Scriptures and the facts seem to in-
dicate what will constitute the first part of Armageddon.
What will the faithful do in the meantime?

9 42,43. What concerning Armageddon secems to be indicated
by the expression at Isaiah 28:21% Deseribe the present
situation, as fitting those prophetic words.

9§ 44. Apply Isamah 32: 6. What in this connection is seen 1n
the prophetic record concerning Saul?

9 45. Account for the abject servility and persistency with
which the subjects of the Roman Catholic Hierarchiy hold
to the teachings of that orgamization. llow will these be
affected by the fulfillment of Isainh 28: 17,181

9 46,47. Apply 1 Chronicles 14: 17 and Revelation 7:9,10.
In whuat position will that part of their deliverance place
these? For whut puipose will that deliverance be wrounht?

1 48,49. What tactics are now being employed by the Devil,
through his visible organization, to suppress proclamation
of the mcssage of truth and to offset the work by Christ
Jesus of separating the ‘‘sheep’’ from the ‘‘gouts’’$
What does this mean to thoce who have been enlizhtencd
and have taken their stand for God and Ius kingdom?

SECURITY UNDER

ECTURITY of life and property is a thing much
desired and sought by all honest people. Under
present uusatisfactory governments the people

in general do not feel secure in their property, in thewr
Yimbs, or in their lives. The desire of man for riglt-
eousness is expressed in the Constitution, whiech is the
original fundamental law of the United States gov-
ernment, The framers of that document desirved risht-
cousness, doubtless, and put forth their best endeavors
to sce it established in the earth. The unseen encmy
exercised his evil influenee and the ruling powers soon
depavted from the fundamental law, and that to such
a degree that the Constitution originally made ean
now hardly be recognized. Great monopolies are
formed by a few men who have unlimited money and
great power and influence among the official element
of the nation, These selfish men go into the govern-
ment business, and their chief interest is to inercase
their power and wealth. With them the liberties, the
peace, the property, and cven the lives of the pcople
are matters of scecondary importance. These selfish
men having to do with the government put forward
their tools to be elected to office. The people go through
the form of electing their represcniatives to the va-
rious departments of government and these are over-
reached by the selfish interests. Those who should
properly be the servants of the people are enticed and
induced to enaet statutory laws contrary to the gen-
eral welfarc and for the benefit of the few. Under
such laws the people are exploited, hoodwinked, and
robbed. Some citizens go into court for redress, only
to find that the selfish monopoly has overreached and
wrongfully influenced the courts They soon learn
that a man without great wealth and much influence
has little or no show in the courts. Well has a distin-
guished American lawyer said:

““Nowhere in our social fabrie is the diserimination
between the rich and the poor so emphasized to the
average citizen as at the bar of justice. Nowhere should
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it be less. . . . Money sceures the ablest and most
adroit counsel. . . . lividenee can be gathered frum
every source. The poor must be content to forego all
these advantages,”’

Mr. Sinclair, owner of many millions of dolars and
of powerful influenee, was put on trial at Washington,
the national eapital, on a criminal charge of defraud-
ing the United States government of its oil supplies.
During the course of the trial charges were made that
there was evidence of an attempt by the defendant to
bribe the jury. The trial resulted in Mr. Sinclair’s
acquittal. As further evidence that the United States
government (the one most nearly ideal yet on earth)
docs not deal equally with its eitizens let her learned
senators testify. Immediately following the aequittal
of Mr. Sinclair the following statements were made
by members of the United States Senate and appeared
in the publie press on the 22d day of April, 1926

‘The then Senator Heflin said:

“It will eonvinee the people that a ‘double system’
of criminal jurisprudence for rich and poor operates
in this country. Sinelair comes on to be tried and we
find him trying to tamper with the jury. This verdict
is astounding in view of the ruling of the Supreme
Court, which held the transaction was branded all over
with fraud.”

Senator Norris said:

‘‘The acquitta) shows that you can’t convict a hun-
dred millions under the jury system. The Suprenie
Court declared the whole transaction fraudulent.
Sinelair didn’t even testify and he didn't deny the
charges. is acquittal proves that if you have enough
money you can escape anything.”

The then Senator Edwards said:

““It was not a court jury that acquitted Sinclair,
but the duplicity of Republican party lcaders, cabinet
officials and trusted public servants in the Hardine-
Coolidge administration, which paved the way for just
such a travesty as was consummated at the nation's
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capital today. If the high and mighty of this govern-
ment can be bought and paid for with impunity, why
should America place the entire burden of meting out
justice to her eriminals on the shoulders of a financial-
ly weak and impoverished jury whose inherent fal-
libility is their only armor against intimidation and
{fraud?”’

Such conditions will not be possible under God’s
government, because that government will be a right-
eous one and all the people, both poor and rich, shall
have an equal show. (Isa. 11:4) In faet there will be
no rich and no poor. There will be those who are
haughty and those who are mecek or poor in spirit.
The haughty will be compelled to eome down from
their exalted positions, and the poor and meck will be
lifted up, that all may have an equal and eommon
standing before the great, just and rightecous Judge.

At the present time men of extreme selfishness, by
their wealth, power and influence, control the great
publicity channels through which they attempt to
mold public opinion to suit themselves and to blind
the people to the real truth, Iiditors of many of these
publications would publish the truth if left unhin-
dered, but thcy must yield to the power that is wiclded
by selfish interests or be crushed, The result is that
if truth is broucht to the attention of the public press
it is cither suppressed or garbled in sueh manner that
it could not be recognized as truth,

When a clergyman expresses his own wisdom and
makes God and his Word appear as unworthy of eon-
sideration, such is given wide publicity by the publie
press. The great monetary interests know how to tlat-
ter the ambitious elergymen, They therefore throw a
little sop to these clergymen and the elergymen are
cager to grab it. Those who really control the gov-
crnments tolerate the clergymen because they can be
used to deeeive and exploit the people. They furnish
a sanctimonious smoke sereen behind which the con-
scicneeless profiteer works. It is a daily praectice for
one of these so-called and supposed representatives of
the Lord to stand in the house of the great legislative
body and invoke a blessimg upon those who are brand-
ed as ‘‘boodlers, grafters, and lobhyists’’. If one of
these elergymen utters an unusual prayer asking for
blessings upon the men who foment war and exploit
the people the publie press speaks in commendatory
terms thereof.

While the governmental interests are being looked
after by the ‘“‘boodlers, grafters, and lobbyists’’, and
profitecrs, ‘the people at home are being exploited by
some other selfish interests operated under the title
and name of trust companies or like finanecial institu-
tions which receive speeial protection {rom the govern-
ment. These financial institutions induce a certain
number of the more respeetable people of the com-
munity to invest some of their funds with them or
take some stock in their eorporations and depend upon
these to keep those who are exploited quiot. Every
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effort is put forth by the favored and selfish interests,
in which effort they are aided and abetted by the
clergy and the subsidized press, to suppress the truth
and keep the peop!s in ignorance of the real truth.

One of the great benefits that shall result to the
people under the righteous government of God and his
Christ will be the lifting of the veil of ignorance and
wrong and turning on the light so that the truth may
be known and that the people may fully understand
that all their benefits and blessings eome from Jehovah
God. Coneerning this it is written: “‘Judgment also
will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plum-
met ; and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of hes,
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.”’ (Isa.
28:17) ““And he will destroy in this [government]
the face of the covering east over all people, and the
vail that is spread over all nations.”’—Isa. 25: 7.

The people do not now feel secure in their homes or
property, and they are not sceure. A young man buys
a modest home in a city, or a little farm. lle finds
that he must pay a bonus to some finanecial institution
to get a loan on his property. lHe must pay a high
rate of interest on his mortgage; and he must pay
ever inercasing taxes, both general and special, Ile
soon sces that the burden upon him is so great that it
endangers the sceurity of his home, e is in eonstant
fear of losing it, Sconer or later he is unable to bear
up under the burden, the morteage is foreelosed, and
his property is in the bands of the cruel and selfish
interests, One of the great benefits that will result to
the people under the righteous government of the Loird
will be that a man will be sceure in his home and in
his property. Then men will build houses and hve in
them as their own, They will not build for another
to take it away from them, (Isa. 65:22) The opproes-
sor and extortioner will not be permitted then to «p-
erate. The conditions will he favorable and equitable
and every one will have a fair opportunity. Under
the rightcous government of the Lord man will not
fear. “‘But they shall sit every man under his vine
and under his fig tree; and none shall make them
afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spo-
ken it.”’—Mie. 4: 4,

Then the people will put away sclfishness and Iearn
to honor God. And what will be the result? In Proverbs
3:9,10 the answer is given: “Honour the Lord with
thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine in-
crease : so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.”

It must now be apparent to all who think soberly
and honestly, that the present unhappy conditions can
never be remedied by man. Centuries of experienee
prove that with man such is impossible. When we gain
a knowledge of the reason for these distressing con-
ditions and what is God’s remedy, then it is easy to
see that the only way to have lasting peace and con-
tinuous prosperity and security is by and through the
kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ Jesus.
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