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"And all thy children shall be taught ofJehovah; and
~reatshall be the peace of thy children." .l.raiah 54:,rJ.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting

to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation and his active agent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is no\v the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief
~xecutive Officer of Jehovah.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that man wilfully
disobeyed God's law and was sentenced to death; that by
reason of Adam's wrong act all men are bom sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised. up Jesus divine and
exalted hUn to heaven above every creature and above every,
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the
rightful King of the world; that the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah's organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to bear the frnits of the kingdom before o.Il who will hear.

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God's kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah's kmgdom unuer
Christ which has now begun; that the Loru's next great
act is the destruction of Satan's organization and the estab­
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under the
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall live
on earth forever.

KINGDOM SERVICE

Jehovah '8 witnesses and Jonadabs now have the privikge
of co-operating together in doing the kinguom work on the
earth. The kingdom is here r There is much practical work
to be done. All persons who are free to go anywhere to engage
in the service, who desire to engage in the service and are
willing to work unhmlted hours, and who are in good health,
and, above all, fully devoted to the Lord, wnte this otlice.
In y,our letter state whether you are a stenc,grapher, carpenter,
farmer, or whatever )'our business profeSSIon IS. Do not be
looking out for a soft place to lil1:ht, but a place for real bard
service. This is an opportunity for constructive work, and not
merely finrling a place to eat und sleep. The only hope of the
world is the kin~dom of God under Christ Jesus. 'rhose cie­
voteu to the Lord must nolV put forth their endeuvors to show
others how they mny obtain the bleSSings that the Loru hus
in store for those who love and serve hlm.

YEAR TEXT FOR 1936

The text "For Jeho\ah and for Gitll'on" (Jud~es 7: 18,
~.B.V.) is appropriate for Jehovah's publishers, and therefore
it will be used for 1936 the same as for 1935. Calendars are
being prepared for those who desire them. The same illustra­
tion will be used; however, the general design and appearance

ITS MISSION

THIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as
expressed in the BIble. It publishes Bible instruction

specifically designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses. It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers anu supplies other liter­
ature to aid in such studies. It publishes suitable material
for radio broadcasting and for other means of public instruc­
tion in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter­
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
!lis Beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites cnreful
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Act of March 3, 187'9.

will be different, the calendar pad, of course, for the year
1936. The companies anu individuals WIll please senu in orders
as soon as possible, for the number required for 1936, as ne
wish to print only what are required. 'rhe price will be, for
single calendar, 25c; for lots of five or more, 20c ench.

INFORMATION

Some person has advised Watchtower readers that a corpora­
tion, orgamzed in the District of ColumbIa, IS establishln~

branches throughout the country to operate in connectIOn with
the WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY. Such informatIOn
is not true; anu we adnse Watchtolur reuders to give no heeu
to any advice or instruction that affects the Society, unlf'ss
the same appears in The Watchtower. No one has authonty
to make such announcements for the Society, and "hen any
announcements are to be Dluue they WIll appear lU the columns
of The Tratchtower. No service director or 1e~ional sen-ico
director has any authority to spe<tk for the SOCIety with ref­
('rence to renting, purchasing or establishing camps or h('utl·
quarters. Such camps for pI0nef'rS as have been establIshed
have been by the co-operation of the members of ea"h IOl'al
company. Our commission is to preacll the gospel. Let that
be kept in mind.-lsa. (}l: 1,2.
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and that, if all had been wise, all would have entered
into the kingdom. The parable could not possibly ap­
ply to those who had not responded to the call to the
kingdom. Ten being a symbolic number of complete­
ness, the ten virgins mentioned therefore refer to all
who are called to the kingdom and who responded
thereto. All of these who were called and who had
responded to the kingdom call now must appear be­
fore Christ Jesus for judgment to give an account
of their stewardship. All are "virgins" because they
are prospective members of the royal house over which
Christ Jesus the Bridegroom is Read, Lord and Mas­
ter. That parable, which Jesus uttered, is a prophecy,
and his words show that it could have its fulfillment
only after the coming of the Lord .Tesus to the temple,
and that the understanding of such could not be had
until after that time, and not then until it pleased
Jehovah God to reveal the understanding thereof to
those who love and serve him.

• Prior to the coming of the Lord Jesus to the tem­
ple he as "the Messenger of the covenant" was doing
a preparatory work. Then, says the prophet, he 'sud­
denly comes to the temple' for taking account with
those who had responded to the call to the kingdom.
These, each one, when responding to the call to the
kingdom, "took their lamps," that is to say, their
equipment for letting the truth shine, and to shed
forth the light which they had, and which was based
upon the Word of God. (Ps. 119: 105) These lamps
were for use to illuminate the way, that others also
might see the coming of the Lord and that those in
line for the kingdom might discern the Bridegroom
when he arrived. These virgins go forth and meet the
Bridegroom, the King, to give him a joyful welcome
and to sing his praises and the praises of Jehovah
God, who sends him. They must be equipped to join
him if they would go in with him to the marriage feast.

"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to
meet the bridegroom." -Matt. 25: 1.

JE H OVAH 'S capital organization is "the holy
city", the "new Jerusalem". "0 Jerusalem, the
holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come

into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean." (Isa.
52: 1·) This prophecy of God manifestly applies after
the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple, after the
loosening of the prisoner company, which forms the
"faithful and wise servant" class, and after the sanc­
tuary is cleansed. All those who abide in the blessed
organization must be "virgins" at the time presented
to the Lord Jesus, the Bridegroom and Head of the
holy organization. "I have espoused you to one hus­
band, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ." (2 Cor. 11: 2) The whole organization is
symbolically shown as "the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband". (Rev. 21: 2) Only
the overcomers are in that holy city and have their
names written there. (Rev. 3: 12) There is no sec­
ondary class in that capital organization. The build­
er thereof is Jehovah God. (Reb. 11: 10-16) It is
"cut out of the mountain" (which is God's univer­
sal organization) and comes down from heaven and
rules the earth. (Dan. 2: 45) These and other scrip­
tures show that the holy city, that is to say, the king­
dom of God under Christ, which is the royal house,
is the official ruling power and is composed entirely
of pure and holy ones.

I Immediately before speaking the parable concern­
ing the virgins Jesus had spoken to his disciples con­
cerning both the "faithful and wise servant" and
"that evil servant". (Matt. 24: 45-51) Thc fulfill­
ment of these scriptures shows the clear distinction
between the two classes and that the separation of the
two classes must take place after the second coming
oftha Lord Jesus. His very next recorded words fol­
lowing that concerning the "evil servant" class are
concerning the virgins, to wit: "Then shall the king-
dom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took APPLICATION

their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 5 In the parable of the ten virgins, is the great mul-
And five of them were wise, and five were foolish." titude pictured by the foolish virgins? The Watch-
-Matt. 25: 1,2. tower, of 1881, began the publication and for years

a It is therefore certain that the prophetic parable thereafter continued to answer that question in the
could apply only to those once in line for the kingdom affirmative. 7'he Watchtower of October 1, 1923, pub­
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lished an article entitled <lVirgins Fair", but in that
article no attempt was made to answer the question
specifically as to whether the five foolish virgins pic­
tllred the great multitude or not. That article docs
not make mention of the great multitude. It is well
here, however, to eradicate Olle paragraph: ,. J.Juter,
a~ording to the parable, the foolish virgins see their
mistake. They pass through some bitter experiences
before getting the oil of joy that awakens them to the
fact that the kingdom has been set up; and they are
shown then as going to the Lord and saying, 'Lord,
Lord, [here we are,] open to us.' But they come late.
They failed or refusen. at the proper time to partici­
pate joyfully in the things that the Lord had for his
people to do. The LDrd does not rebuff them. He docs
not cast them into outer darkness. The parable docs
not l'epresent them as being thus punished. But the
Lord says to them: 'I know you not.' In other words,
the Lord announces that they have not followed his
will expressed toward them and have flliled to par­
ticipate in the marriage." (Paragraph 71)

II From the language employed in the above-quoted
paragraph. it might be inferred that the foolish vir­
gins do picture the great multitude. That language
leaves the matter in doubt, and because God's people
have proceeded upon the theory that the" great mul­
titude" and 'foolish virgins' are one and the same
class, whieh must be finally completed during Arma­
geddon, the identification of the' foolish virgin' class
would still be in doubt. Therefore it seems proper
that the matter be here considered and definitely de­
termined in the light of prophecy now unfolded by
the Lord to his people. The Watchtower as early as
1881 used this language with reference to the foolish
virgin class: "They must go through a time of trou­
ble, and, if they will, may be of the great multitude
who come out of great tribulation who shall be before
the throne and serve God." In the light of prophecy
which Jehovah has now made clear to his people
we see that the foregoing language quoted from The
Watchtower of 1881 is wrong, because the great mul­
titude was never begotten of the spirit and was never
at any time in line for the kingdom, and, in fact, not
in existence at the time of the coming of the Lord
and the beginning of his reign. The foolish virgins
deseribed in the parable picture the same class as
those who go to make up the "evil servant" and, to
be sure the fate thereof is the same as that of the, . .
"evil servant". The ScrIptural proof, together WIth
the ph;ysical facts which the Lord has caused to come
to pass in fulfillment of the prophecy, is therefore suh­
mitted, that this question may be definitely settled in
the minds of those who love the Lord.

T Both the Revised Vcrsi{)n and Rotltcrham mention
the foolish virgins in this manner, to wit: "Now five
of them were foolish, and five prudent tor, wise)."
(Roth.) To show the distinction between the wise and

foolish the following is quoted from The Watchtower
of October 1, 1923:

"WISE. A wise person is one who knows God's
(purpose] and applies this knowledge according to
the divine rule; one who trusts in the Lord with all
his heart and leans not to his own understanding;
who joyfully humbles himself under the mighty hand
of God and delights in whatsoever the Lord provides
for him. He joyfully keeps the commandments of the
Lord; therefore he is watchful.

"FOOLISH-the very opposite of ,vise. He does not
joyfully conform himself to the expressed will of God.
He leans to his own selfish understanding; while claim­
ing to follow the Lord, yet he does not possess a loyal
and loving spirit, contentedly and joyfully to abide by
whatsoever the Lord r>rovides for him.

"In proof of the definitions of wise and foolish as
above set forth, we cite the following scriptures:

" 'Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.'­
Proverbs 3: 5, 6.

" 'The wise shall inherit glory; but shame shall be
the promotion of fools. '-Proverbs 3: 35.

" 'A wise son heareth his father's instruction: but
a scorner heareth not rebuke. '-Proverbs 13: 1.

" 'The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright;
but the mouth of fools pouretll out foolishness. '-Prov­
erbs 15: 2.

" ':My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall
rejoice, even mine. . . . Hear thou, my son, and be
wise, and guide thine heart in the way. '-Proverbs
23: 15,19.

" 'He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool; but
whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.'-Prov­
erbs 28: 26.

" 'So foolish was I, and ignorant; I was as a b3ast
before thee. '-Psalm 73: 22.

"The LAlIIP is a symbol of God's Word of truth, in
which is his spirit and which lightens the pathway
of the child of God. It is the expressed will of God
toward his new creatures.

" 'For thou art my lamp, 0 Lord: and the Lord
will lilYhten my darkness. '-2 Samuel 22: 29.

II 'Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a li~ht
unto my path. '-Psalm 119: 105.

" I There will I make the horn of David to bud:
I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. '-Psalm
132: 17.

" 'For the commandment is a lamp, and the law is
light: and reproofs of instnlCtion are the way of life.'
-Proverbs 6: 23; 23: 9; Ezekiel 1: 13.

"It must be manifest from the foregoing scriptures
that the Bible would be a lamp to no one's feet except
those who have the spirit of the Lord. When we un­
derstand the lamp to picture the will of God as ex­
pressed toward his children, then we can sec that it
is his will obeyed by his children, through the opera-
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tion of his spirit, that brings to them light. All the
virgins had lamps."

~ The number ten is symbolic of all the virgins, that
is to say, all who at the time of the coming of the Lord
Jesus to the temple were in line for the kingdom. 'l'he
number five symbolically shows that the virgins were
divided into two classes without reference to the num­
ber in each class. What Jesus was sayin~ to his disci­
ples, in fact, was in part an answer to their question
concerning the end of the world, his coming, and the
setting up of his kingdom. In that answer none would
be considered except the ones who had agreed to do
God's will, and who were once in line for the king.
dom. The company that was foolish had marred theil'
virginity by the foolish course taken by them. Theil'
foolishness and its consequences is in harmony with
the prophecy of Isaiah concerning the virgins or fool­
ish ones there mentioned. "And the Highroad .•. ,
there shall not pass over it one who is unclean; . . .
and the perverse [(margin) foolish] shaU not stray
thereinto." (Isl;\. 35: 8, Both.) The two classes of vir­
gins also correspond to the two classes mentioned by
the prophet Zechariah, to wit: "And half of the city
shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the
people [the wise company] shall not be cut off from
the city. "-Zech. 14: 2; see Preparation, pages 288, 289.

II Confusion has resulted concerning this matter un­
til the Lord was pleased to give to his people the
clear and proper understanding of the great multi­
tude, which, thanks be to Him, he has now done. Pro­
ceeding upon the theory for many years past that the
great multitude is a spirit-begotten class which fails
to reach the kingdom because of negligence and indif­
ference, it was concluded that the' foolish virgin' class
was identical with the great multitude. Such conclu­
sion, however, was incorrect. The great multitude was
never in line for the royal house of God, because not
spirit-begotten. For some time we understood the great
multitude and the prisoner class to be one and the
same. It is true that the great multitude are prison­
ers to Satan's organization before coming out and
forming the great multitude, and it is also true that
those in line for the kingdom were once prisoners,
as heretofore stated in The Watchtower. The virgins,
however, that become foolish are limited to those who
were begotten of the spirit, and called to the kingdom,
and who accepted the call and who were in that atti­
tude at the time of the appearing of the Lord Jesus
at the temple for judgment. (Mal. 3: 2, 3) All the vir­
gins were looking for the coming of Christ Jesus and
the setting up of his kingdom, otherwise they never
would have responded to the call for the kingdom.

10 All of these consecrated ones had received from
the lamp-light, that is, the light of God's will as ex­
pressed in his Word, information concerning the ldng­
dom, and those who had believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and had entered into a covenant to do the will
of God, were then brought forth as his sons and called

to the kingdom. Oil is a symbol of joy and gladness.
(Heb. 3: 6 ; Pss. 23: 5; 45: 7 ; 141: 5) All the VIrgins
went forth to welcome the Lord at his coming. "They
that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil
with them; but the wise took oil in their vessels 'with
their lamps.' '-1\1att. 25: 3, 4.

11 All of them had lamps, that is, some knowledge
of his \Vord, and were thus equipped to serve him.
Each one begotten and called as a spirit creature to
the kingdom is a "vessel", and each one, in order to
be pleasing to the Lord, must be a vessel of honor to
the Lord. Some appeared to be vessels of honor, and
some of dishonor. The Scriptures do not say vessels
of honor and less honor, but do say' vessels of honor
and dishonor'. (2 Tim. 2: 20, 21, Roth.) Surely this
means that one class honor Jehovah, and the other
class, by honoring self or other creatures, dishonor
Jehovah God. "That ye should know, each one of
you, how of his own vessel to possess himself in sanc­
tification and honour." (1 Thess. 4: 4, Roth.) Vessels
of dishonor are marked by the Lord for destruction:
"And if God, wishing to shew his anger and to make
known his power, bare in much patience with vessels
of anger already fitted for destruction." (Rom. 9: 22,
Roth.) Vessels of mercy are the ones upon whom God
makes known the riches of his glory: "In order that
he might make known the riches of his glory upon
vessels of mercy which he prepared beforehand for
glory. " (Rom. 9: 23, Roth.) If a vessel is marked for
destruction, surely it could not be classed as one of
less honor, and which would receive a secondary re­
ward in heaven. The vessels of honor make many mis­
takes because of imperfections, but God's mercy is
extended toward them because their motive is right
and they honestly endeavor to serve Jehovah in an
unselfish manner.

12 The words of Christ Jesus employed in the para­
ble do not say, nor are they to the eflect, that the vir­
gins took an extra supply of oil for their lamps, but
he does say that the foolish "took no oil with them",
which, oil being a symbol of joy and gladness result­
ing from loving devotion to Jehovah God and Christ
Jesus, would mean that th~~ foolish ones were selfish,
did not have love for God and Christ Jesus, and were
not such as have "the joy of the Lord". They were
looking for the coming of Christ Jesus, not that Je­
hovah's name might be honored and glorified, but that
they as creatures might be exalted to a hi~h position.
They were extremely selfish. There was no joy in their
hearts, as indeed there cannot be in an extremely self­
ish heart. They were not looking for the King and
the kingdom with joy, but that their selfish desires
might be gratified. On the contrary, the Lord says
concerning the wise virgins that they "took oil in
their vessels with their lamps", that is to say, they
had the joy of the Lord in them, and the joy of
the Lord was their strength. They were unselfishly
devoted to God and his kingdom at all times and
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were anxious to know and to do the will of God, even
though all their previous vi~ws might be completely
overthrown. The foolish ones had been informed and
believed that at the coming of Christ Jesus the Bride­
groom to receive those who had been called to the king­
dom they would immediately be received into heaven
and exalted to positions of joint rulership with the
Lord. They considered themselves very important and
prided themselves on the conclusion that they were
the only fit ones to rule the world. They reasoned that
they had received all the light or knowledge that was
due or ever would be due to be received by men on
earth, and that therefore they were specifically quali­
fied to rule the world. They were void of love and,
being extremely selfish, had not the joy of the Lord,
which is the honoring and vindicatin~ of Jehovah's
name. On the contrary, the wise virgins found their
hearts' desire expressed in the words of Jesus: 'I de­
light to do thy will, 0 my God; thy law is written
in my heart.' Being unselfishly devoted to Jehovah
and Christ Jesus, the wise ones said: 'The joy of the
Lord is our strength.'

is All the virgins expected the coming of the Lord
in 1914, and the foregoing describes the attitude of
the two classes. In 1914 the Lord did come to begin
his reign amidst the enemy, but he did not do what
the virgins had expected he would do. They found
themselves still on earth. What those in line for the
kingdom had been told would come to pass did not
come to pass, and therefore to them it seemed that
the Bridegroom tarried. "While the bridegroom tar­
ried, they all slumbered and slept." (Matt. 25: 5)
To be sure, Christ Jesus did not delay or tarry one
moment. He was enthroned in 1914 and he was oc­
cupied first with the war in heaven against Satan and
his wicked angels, which resulted in ousting the wick­
ed ones from heaven. (Rev. 12: 7-10) That having
been accomplished, the next in order, as named by
the Scriptures, was the coming of the Lord to the
temple and the raising to life those faithful ones who
had long slept in death. (Rev. 6: 11) Because it ap­
peared that the Lord delayed his coming at the time
expected, all the virgins became drowsy, some of them
slept soundly, while others nodded, finding it difficult
to keep awake. None of them were fully a\yake and
on the alert, and watching. The foolish ones lay down
and slept soundly, concluding that all things had been
done that could be done, and now they must simply
wait until the Lord took them to heaven to rule. Such
was exactly their condition, particularly from 1917
onward. They insisted that all the truth that would
ever be revealed by the Lord had been previously
revealed through one man, whom they recognized as
"that servant". The 'wise virgin' company was do­
ing some work, but it was done, not with certainty,
boldly and with alertness, but in a dazed manner, as
by one almost asleep. They had fear and had respect
for what they supposed to be the "higher powers",

that is, the political rulers of the world. They did
not know just what to do, but were determined to
continue watching and doing what appeared to be
the right thing. The wise virgins loved the Lord and
were anxious to do something to his glory regardless
of whether they should ever go to heaven or should
live on the earth. They were restrained by Satan's
organization from activity, and hence were impris­
oned. Then the condition of the slumbering became
greater, and even the wise virgin class came near
sleeping soundly.

H Midnight is a dark hour. In 1918 the outlook for
Jehovah's people was vcry dark. In the latter part
of 1919 those in line for the kingdom began to awak­
en and saw it was neccssary to arouse themselves and
serve Jehovah. "And at midnight there was a cry
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet him." (Matt. 25: 6) The Revised Version reads:
, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come ye forth to meet him. "
It was at the Cedar Point convention in 1919 that
God's people began to realize that they must do some­
thing in serving the Lord. At that convention there
were present both the foolish and the wise virgins, as
subsequently the facts fully disclose. When the an­
nouncement was made that an aggressive work must be
started and <,arried on, many responded with a shout
of gladness, and others seemed to be dazed, and yet
apparently wanted to get their eyes opened, and get
in line; and then all began to search the Scriptures
to see what was the real situation. "Then all those
virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. "-Matt. 25: 7.

1$ At that time the lamps of the foolish were burn­
ing very dimly and were about to go out because they
had no unselfish, heart devotion to the Lord. The
lamps of the wise needed trimming, and they needed
more oil. The Scriptures were not understood, and,
the wise being anxious to understand and see what
is the Lord's will, they discerned that they must be
wholly and unselfishly devoted to God and serve him.
These began to carefully and prayerfully search the
Scriptures. The Watchtower continued to receive and
to convey through its columns the truth to others,
and in 1922 the Lord through his channel graciously
unfolded to his people that the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Bridegroom, was at the temple. The trimming of
lamps continued with zeal by the faithful ones, and
these, being anxious to know and to do the will of
God, became more active and zealous. The joy of the
Lord continued to increase with them, and, learning
that they must honor God and not man, all such have
continued to receive the increasing light from the Lord
at the temple.

16 That part of the text which says, "Go ye out to
meet him," or, accordin~ to the Revised Version, "Be­
hold, the bridegroom! Come yc forth," seems to mark
the time of the coming out of the faithful prisoners
from their condition of restraint where they were hcld
under Satan's organization. They had not understood
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the Scriptural meaning of the "higher powers", but
believed that they were made up of the political, com­
mercial and religious rulers of the world. Those rep­
resented by Ruth and Esther in the prophetic drama
thereafter received the truth and were brought out of
prison and brought into the temple. In 1922 the faith­
ful ones began to greatly rejoice because they saw the
Bridegroom high up in the temple, and on the throne
of heaven. They appreciated the fact that they had
not been diligent as they should have been in times
past, and now they repented and were anxious to go
forth to the service doing with their might whatsoever
the Lord should show them that they must do. (Isa.
6: 1-9) With increasing joy the faithful continued to
push forward with the work, shouting the praises of
Jehovah and his King. Their joy was in the Lord.

11 The foolish ones saw the joy of the faithful ones
and began to inquire: "Why so much noise in the
WRJ7 of expressing joy?" These foolish ones realized
that there was something they lacked, and therefore
says the parable: "And the foolish said unto the wise,
Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out."
-Matt. 25: 8.

18 According to the Revised Version they said:
II Give us of your oil; for our lamps are going out."
The foolish ones, being moved by selfishness to have a
high position in the rulership of the world, had never
had the joy of the Lord. They had rejoiced somewhat
in. the light of truth, which they had received, but
when the hard exp_eriences of the World War period
came upon them their joy and zeal had grown very
low and their lights weak and therefore were about
to go out. The announcement that the kingdom and
the King were present did not give them much joy
and cheer, for the reason that they did not see them­
selves taken into positions of dignity and power. For
fear they might not get a high and exalted position
in the rulership of the world they said to the wise
ones: ., Our lamps are going out; give us of your oiL"
The fooiish were selfishly bent on going into the king­
dom, and beginning to realize that they must have
more oil, that is, joy, they called upon those who ap­
peared to have an abundance to divide their supply
with them. They did not manifest the zeal or enthusi­
asm for the service of the Lord and his King by those
who followed in the footsteps of Christ Jesus. They
said to the faithful ones, in substance: "Divide up
with us; go fifty-fifty with us; give part of your
plaudits to the Lord, that is, do the work you think
you must do, and we will let you do the service, but
only divide with us the honors," that is, that which
brought joy to the foolish ones. These foolish ones
would get some joy out of being flattered and being
patted on the back and put in positions of honor
among men, that they might "strut their stuff" and
show themselves as important; and if they could re­
ceive that much, such would be encouragement to them
that they might continue in the company of the wise.

They were not willing, however, to come along and
bear the reproaches that were upon the wise and do
the menial service. Being more important in their own
estimation, they wantcd the honors. The foolish ones
insisted on having their way, and the following is the
language many of them used: "\Ve must have our
liberty and do what we consider our duty and privi­
lege, and not at all be bound by the rules and regu­
lations of any organization." The "bellwethers", who
led the foolish company, insisted on doing their own
way, and the foolish ones that followed their leaders
insisted that their" b010ved elder leaders" should re­
ceive the honor and praise of others and, if they got
such "joy", they might go along with the others and
enter the kingdom.

19 Here is clearly shown the" faithful and wise serv­
ant" class, pictured by Mordecai and Naomi, in di­
rect contrast with the foolish class, who shortly merged
into the "evil servant" class. The facts which have
now come to pass and are well known mark these two
classes so clearly and distinctly that there can be no
doubt about it. The "faithful and wise servant" class
replied to the request for oil and said to the foolish
ones: 'We cannot divide with you.' The scripture
reads: "But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you; but go ye rather
to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.' '-Matt. 25: 9.

20 To paraphrase this verse, the wise, in substanee,
said: "Ve cannot comply with your request. 'Ve ree­
ognize the Lord Jesus Christ as our Head and Leader,
and we don't recognize any man in that position. \Ve
will obey the Lord, and the instructions which he sends
to his people through his organization. Jehovah and
Christ Jesus are our Teachers and our "higher pow­
ers", ana we are entirely devoted to them and will
do with our might what our hands find to do toward
the vindication of Jehovah's name. We have no desire
or inclination to divide our devotion, honor or service
between God and man. The joy of the Lord is our
strength, and we take great joy in proclaiming that
Jehovah is the only true God, Christ is the King, and
that the kingdom is the only hope of the world. We
declare his purpose, including the day of his venge­
ance, and we refuse to compromise in any manner
with any creature or any part of Satan's organiza­
tion. ' Had the wise virgins taken any other course
they would certainly have been completely set aside
by the Lord. Partial activity or partial devotion to
the Lord would not be sufficient. The I~ord requires
of those whom he approves full and complete obedi­
ence. (Acts 3: 23) The wise refused to divide their
oil, and, in doing so, were not actin~ selfishly, but with
wisdom from above, and showing complete devotion to
the Bridegroom and his interest.

21 Further addressing the 'foolish virgin' class, the
wise said to them: "Go ye rather to them that sell,
and buy for yourselves"; that is to say, 'go to those
who, for selfish gain, give you patt: on the back, und
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oily words, that you might continue to serve; if that
is your joy, go- and get it. But we cannot give it to
you. Buy that oil by the use of your "money", that
is, your doctrines and practices of "character devel­
opment", and the singing of the plaudits of men, and
the preaching of what you call "being sweet" and
"the developing of love", and by doing all of which
you leave out God and the vindication of his name.
You may get some "oil", that is, joy, in pursuing
that course, but the joy of the Lord you can have only
by fully complying with the rules of Jehovah's or­
ganization.' The foolish ones were unable to see any
gain for themselves by remaining with the" faithful
and wise servant" class, and so they separated them­
selves and went their own way, trying to get some oil
in their own way.

112 Many may be in line for the kingdom, but only
those prepared, judged and approved by the Lord are
permitted to enter the temple and remain there. The
foolish were not prepared. "And while they went
[(R.V.) away] to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
that were ready went in with him to the marriage;
and the door was shut. "-l\Iatt. 25: 10.

23 The foolish separated themselves from the com­
pany of the wise and faithful ones and did not get
into the Bridegroom's procession and follow him at
the appointed time and at his command. The wise
ones were equipped by being unselfishly devoted to
Jehovah, and later their light shines more brilliantly
in their devotion and obedience to the Lord j and when
the Lord came, they "went in ", that is, they were
permitted by the angels guarding the entrance to pass
in. "They ... went in ... to the marriage feast.' ,
(R.V.) That means that they were gathered by the
Lord into the temple. The' wise virgin' company was
"caught [away] in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air". (1 Thess. 4: 17) The feast, beginning in
1922, later reached that state of blessedness spoken
of by the prophet, to wit, "Blessed is he that wait­
eth,' and cometh to the thousand three hundred and
five and thirty days [the year 1926]." (Dan. 12: 12)
"Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb." (Rev. 19: 9) This text marks
the time of the anointing, when the wise ones received
from Jehovah the "new name", and when they be·
Came the designated witnesses of Jeho.vah.

26 The text of the parable says that when they went
in to the marriage feast, "the door was shut." The
shutting of the door does not mean that no more would
be admitted to the temple, but does mean that none
of the disapproved can enter and therefore to all such
the door is shut. No creature on earth is qualified to
say that the door to the temple is now shut so com·
pletely that none can ever be admitted. After the time
of the fulfillment of the parable as stated in verse ten,
those pictured by Uuth and Esther were brou~ht in,
and certainly they must be approved before they can
ente!" through the gates into the temple. From the

time the temple was set up, the door or entrance there­
into has been shut to all lawless or disapproved ones
as it is written: "And there shall in no wise enter
into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they which
nre written in the Lamb's book of life. "-Rev. 21: 27.

25 The angels of the Lord stand guard at the gates
of the temple and prevent the disapproved from en­
tering. (Ezek. 44: 1, 2) The Lord's kingdom organi.
zation has "twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels". (Rev. 21: 12-) The shutting completely of
the gate or entrance to the kingdom is a secret of the
Lord, revealed to no man, and surely as long as there
is any danger of one's being ousted from the temple
the way must be open for some other approved one
to enter.

26 The judgment at the temple began in 1918.
"Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord,
Lord, open to us." (Matt. 25: 11) The" afterward"
would mean any time after the "faithful and wise
servant" class entered into the temple and became the
custodians of the Lord's "goods" or king-dom inter­
ests on the earth, which he graciously committed un­
to them. The foolish had done nothing to show their
appreciation of the Lord and joy in his name, and
they had done nothing to his honor during the dark
night of the World War period, but, on the contrary,
at least some of them had conspired to do injury to
the faithful ones, and other foolish ones followed these
conspirators. These foolish ones had been" virgins"
when the Lord appeared and began his reign, but now
they were ravished by the Devil's organization, and
thus they lost their virginity, in fact they then be­
came only nominal virgins. (Zech. 14: 2) The Devil's
crowd went after them, and they fell for the blan­
dishments of Satan's "bunch"l Later these nominal
virgins came asking the Lord to disregard his fixed
rules and let them slip into the kingdom. Their argu­
ment is: 'We have been doing work in thy name; es­
pecially have we been developing our characters, and
surely we have thus served our God, and his service
should not be confined to one company. Each one of
us should be at liberty to serve in his own way. Open
up for us, Lord, and let us in.' "But he answered
and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not."
-Matt. 25: 12.

21 Those who insisted on separating themselves from
the Lord's organization were, on the 5th day of J an­
uary, 1918, publicly invited to reconsider their rash
and foolish course of action in withdrawing from the
Lord's organization and to return and take up the
service and work harmoniously to the praise and glory
of the Lord. (See The Watcldower 1918, pages 23, 24.)
This invitation the foolish ones rejected, and, instead
of accepting, proceeded along their own selfish way.
The Lord's angels accompany him at the temple, and
there they are used by the Lord Jesus to transmit his
message to others. (Dan. 8: 14) The foolish class are
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pictured as coming to the Lord and asking to be re­
ceived into the kingdom and in substance saying to
the Lord: 'Have we not been burning our lamps in
your name, and singing hymns and calling attention
to what truths we have heretofore received from thy
wise man Y And have we not continued our work of
developing character as we have done in years past?
Have not we been using good words and fair speech
and thus getting ready to help you rule the world l'
The foolish ones had shown themselves as stubborn
and selfish, and the Lord's rule is, "Stubbornness is as
iniquity [lawlessness] and idolatry." (1 Sam. 15: 23)
Worshiping the creature and giving honor to men
rather than to God is an abomination in the sight of
God. (Luke 16: 15) Creature-worship is abominable in
God's sight. The Israelites claimed to worship God,
and they committed "the sin of Samaria". Likewise
the 'foolish virgin' class acted and continue to act.
Merely preaching words in the name of the Lord is
not complying with the rules that the Lord has laid
down. To such foolish ones the Lord by his angels
answers and says: "Not every ont that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils 1 and in thy name done many won­
derful works Y And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniq­
uity."-Matt. 7: 21-23.

18 Returning now to the parable: Addressing the
foolish and stubborn ones, the Lord says: "I know
you not." The Lord's dealing with the 'foolish vir­
gin' class speaks louder than words. The Lord has
refused to give to the foolish ones the anointing, the
"new name", and an understanding of his presence,
and of other prophecies, and the privilege of carry­
ing -the message to the rulers and to the ruled ones,
and the privilege of being persecuted by Satan's or­
ganization for the Lord's name's sake. The foolish
have been in the dark since they went their foolish
way, and their lamps are gone out and give no more
light. Not being permitted to enter the Lord's house
or temple, these foolish ones must depart to their own
place. Is there any reason, Scripturally or otherwise,
to conclude that such foolish, stubborn and lawless
ones, to whom the Lord says, "I know you not," re­
ceive or ever will receive a secondary place in the king.
dom (If heaven 1 Is there any Scriptural or other au­
thority for saying that such' must go through the time
of trouble, and, if they will, may be of the great mul­
titude who come out of great tribulation, bein~ before
the throne, and there serve God for ever' Y The an­
swer must be in the negative, that such conclusion is
entirely unsupported by reason and certainly unsup­
ported oy any scripture.

211 All who enter the heavenly kingdom are "called
in one hope", and all required to be faithful. God

has one way of selecting those whom he takes out as
a people for his name, and not divers wars. All must
come to the state of complete unity. (Eph. 4: 3·6, 13,
14) When the Scriptures plainly show that the Lord
has a retinue of holy angels doing service to him, why
should a multitude of other creatures, who have been
stubborn, disobedient and lawless, at the last moment
be forced through great tribulation in order that they
may then be transferred to a place of service that the
angels now occupy 1 Such a conclusion is entirely un­
reasonable.

30 What do the Scriptures say about those who are
lawless 1 When the Lord uttered this parable, it is
manifest he had in mind those only who were once
in line for the kingdom and the judgment he would
render at the temple, and also had in mind what he
had previously said to his disciples: /I The Son of ]\Ian
will send forth his messengers, and they will collect
out of his kingdom all the causes of stumbling, and
"he doers of lawlessness, and will cast them into the
i'urnace of fire: there will be wailing and gnashing of
teeth." (Matt. 13: 41, Roth.) The fact that in the
;lftrable Jesus says to the foolish virgins, "I know you
not," is sufficient proof that the 'foolish virgins' and
1he "evil servant", and the 'one-talent servant', are
ene and the same class. These three parables Jesus
~poke in connection one with another.

31 Concerning the" evil servant" cIa'S') it is written:
"The lord of that servant shall come in a day when
he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not
aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him
his portion with the hypocrites; there shall be weep­
ing and gna3hing of teeth. "-Matt. 24: 50, 51.

32 Concerning the one-talent servant it is written:
" And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark­
lle~s: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
(l\latt. 25: 30) These scriptures preclude the conclu·
Mon that the foolish virgins could fall back into a sec­
ondary class called the "great multitude" or called
hy any other name and afterwards reach heaven and
there serve the Lord before his throne.

33 In view of the clear distinction between the two
classes, the wise and the foolish, Jesus gave the solemn
warning to his follo'wers, to wit: "'Watch therefore,
for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the
Son of man cometh." (Matt. 25-: 13) The \'Vunls in
this verse, "wherein the Son of man cometh," do not
appear in the Sinaitic, the Vatican, or the Alexandrine
manuscript, and hence are not found in the English
Lict'iscd Version, the American Revised Version, or the
lJiaglott. The words "Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day nor the hour", used in the text, refer
nndouhtedly to the appearing of the Lord Jesus at the
temple; and after this great event has taken place,
and at that time, those claiming to be children of God
but who are not approved by the Lord at his judgment
not only fail to see that the Lord has come to his tem­
ple, but scoff at the announcement of that great truth,
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and refuse the prophecies of God which he is unfolding
to those that love him. They decline to participate in
the work of declaring his kingdom and his vengeance.
It is written that to all such r the door is shut, and this
condition of shutting the door does not wait until
Armageddon. The facts that have come to pass since
1918 with regard to those who have been in opposi­
tion to the Lord's organization, and yet have claimed
to be in the truth, fully and completely support the
foregoing with reference to the foolish virgins. These
do not constitute the "great multitude" class men­
tioned in Revelation seven, and have no relation to
the same.

"VIRGINS HER COl\lPANIONS"

Ii The prophet of Jehovah describes the assembling
of the royal family in the palace of the great King
Eternal, and it seems well to here consider this proph­
ecy in view of the fact that it speaks of virgins. There
it is written: "The King's daughter is all glorious
within [the palace (R.V.)]; her clothing is of wrought
gold. She shall be brought unto the King in raiment
of needlework; the virgins her companions that follow
her shall be brought lillto thee."-Ps. 45: 13, 14:.

85 When the Lord Jesus came to the temple, he be­
gan his judgment work, and he brings into the temple
or royal house his faithful followers, ineluding the ap­
proved remnant now on the earth. (2 Thess. 2: 1) It
is then that he judges the living and the dead. (2 Tim.
4: 1, Diag.) Those approved and brought into the t0m­
pIe are shown as wearing royal robe3; which means
that those of the temple are identified as the members
of the house of the Lord and therefore as the daughter
of the great King Eternal. These are made members
of the royal family of J ohovah by adoption through
Christ Jesus, who takes the approved ones as his bride.
This gathering to the temple begins with the resurrec­
tion of the faithful saints who had long slept in death,
and then follows the gathering unto the Lord of the
faithful living ones, who constitute the remnant. These
are described as "in raiment of needlework [in broi­
dered work (R.V.) ] ". This shows that such are no long­
er prisoners, but are Jehovah's free creatures render·
ing full allegiance and obedience to Ged and engaged
in his service, giving him all honor ~nd glory. Such
f~ithful and joyful service is an adornment to those
gathered to the temple, and thus they are identified
as having the approval of the Lord. It is to such that
Jehovah says in the language of the prophet: "Awake;
put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on thy beautiful goal'·
ments, 0 J erusal em, the holy city." (Isa. 52: 1, 2)
This is the same company to whom the Lord says:
"And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will
betroth thee unto me in ri~hteousness, and in jud~­

ment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies j I will
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness; and thou
shalt Imow the Lord." (Hos. 2: 19,20) Those desig­
nated in the parable of the ten virgins as wise virgins
are included in this approved class.

86 A "virgin" is one completely separated from Sa­
tan's organization and fully devoted to God, and this
class is not limited to spirit-begotten ones. Having
taken their stand openly and completely on the side
of Jehovah and his organization, and trusting entirely
in the shed blood of Christ Jesus, and devoting them­
selves unselfishly to the Lord, they are chaste ones,
and they defile not their purity or virginity by con­
sorting with the Devil's organization. Says the proph­
et: 'The virgins her companions that follow her [the
bride] are brought forth.' First the bride class is gath.
ered to the roy!).l house, and then, by the Lord's invi­
tation, foreshadowed by Jehu's inviting Jonadab into
his chariot, others associate themselves with the Lord's
royal house. That means that they go along with and
are following after the bride company, which is now
represented by the remnant on the earth.

31 The prophetic picture here therefore shows the
daughter of the King Eternal, who is made the bride
of Christ Jesus, Jehovah's anointed King, gathered to
him, and then the Jonadab class brought into com­
pany with those on earth who represent the bride.
These companions to the bride (take hold of the skirt
of him that is a Jew, saying, Weare with you; for
we have fieard that God is with you'. ~Zech. 8: 22, 23)
In this picture they correspond to Deborah, the com­
panion or nurse of Rebekah, when she went to meet
her bridegroom Isaac. (Gen. 24: 59; 35: 8) The vir­
gin companions did not attempt to meet or to teach
the bride company, but, says the prophecy, 'they fol­
lowed after her.' Likewise Jonadab did not take the
reins of the steeds drawing the chariot of Jehu, but
he rode with Jehu by Jehu's invitation. In like man­
ner the Jonadab class today do not lead or teach the
faithful remnant, representing the bride, but they go
along with them, following after them and doing the
service of Jehovah. They hear the message from the
anointed bride class and take it up and join with them
in proclaiming it. (Rev. 22: 17) They follow the rem­
nant over the highway fa Zion. (Isa. 35: 8-10) They
once were but are no more prisoners, being now free
from the Devil's organization, and they unite them­
selves under the Lord's organization. When God '9

chosen people, the Israelites after the flesh, were set
free from Egypt and went on the trek to Canaan,
other non-Israelites joined them: "And a mL'<:ed mul­
titude went up also with them; and flocks, and herds,
even very much cattle.' '-Ex. 12: 38.

3S When the remnant of Israel departed from Baby­
lon and returned to Zion, in 536 B.C., a non-Israelite
class (Nethinim, meaning "given ones", as helpers)
accompanied the Israelites and served with the Israel­
ites. (Ezra 2: 43, 58, 70) These Nethinim pictured or
foreshadowed the Jonadabs, the ones who are the com­
panions or helpers of the bride class on the earth, rep­
resented in the remnant on earth today.

39 Do these companions of the bride come weeping
and wailing? Not at all j but, on the contrary, says
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the prophecy: "With gladness and rejoicing shall they
be brought; they shall enter into the King's palace."
(Ps. 45: 15) These rejoicing ones are the same ones
that have received the mark in their forehead, and no
more do they sigh and cry, but rejoice in the Lord.
(Ezek. 9: 4) With rejoicing they arc brought to the
Lord Jesus as his "other sheep". "And other sheep
I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall
be one fold, and one shepherd. "-John 10: 16.

'0 With joy they serve the Lord" day and night ",
that is, continuously, and not only five hours a week.
(Rev. 7: 15) They do not enter into heaven, but while
the bride class, represented in the faithful remnant,
is still on the earth, these companions are privileged
to work with them and to assist the bride class in the
palace or temple service unto Jehovah. The descrip­
tion of the great multitude given at Revelation seven
exactly corresponds to that of the companions of the
bride class, described in Psalm 45. The prophecies of
Jehovah written long ago have been by him kept se­
cret until his due time, and now he wonderfully and
graciously unfolds ·them and makes them clear to those
who love and serve him,

n The Lord Jesus is the good Shepherd of his flock.
It is the faithful" little flock" that he brings into the
temple and gives them the privilege of service as mem­
bers of his royal house. J es1J.s has some" other sheep",
and now these he brings forth and permits them to as­
sociate with and serve as companions of the little flock
on earth. All being under the leadership of the good
Shepherd, and all of God's organization, they are" one
flock", even as Jesus stated. Jehovah does not put a
premium on negligence, stubbornness or filthiness or
unfaithfulness by giving such a secondary place in his
kingdom. On the contrary, the Scriptures declare that
without faith and faithfulness it is impossible to please
God. (Heb. 11: 6) The great multitude were once pris­
oners, but how are being set free and brought into the
organization of the Lord. It is the privilege of the
faithful remnant now on earth to bear the fruits of
the kingdom to those who come forth and form the
great multitude, and these latter ones as they come
forth and enter into God's organization have the privi­
lege and duty to serve as companions to the virgin
class, the faithful remnant, and to participate in the
serv:ice. Therefore at all service conventions and serv­
ice meetings the 'Jonadabs should actively engage with
the remnant in bearing the testimony to the people
of and concerning Jehovah and his kingdom.

n The Scriptures give the genealogy and the names
of faithful men, as well as unfaithful, from Abraham
down to the birth of Jesus, dividing them into three
separate divisions of fourteen generations each: "So
all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations; and from David until the car­
rying away into Babylon are fourteen generations;
and from the carrying away into Bab~'lon unto

Christ are fourteen generations." (Matt. 1: 2-17)
Those faithful men of old are named with approval
because of their faithfulness and their entire devotion
to Jehovah. They are not approved by reason of their
"character development", as that term has been and
is used by many. They were active, vigilant, bold and
fearless men. They maintained their integrity toward
Jehovah God, and this they did not do by 'honeyed
words and soft speech' to all with whom they came
in contact. Had they done so, they would not have
been assaulted by the Devil's crowd. They had faith
in God's promises that he would raise up a seed by
which all the families of the earth shall be blessed,
and because of such faith they faithfully devoted
themselves to Jehovah God. All of them must get life
through Christ Jesus as the active Agent and great
High Priest of Jehovah. (Rom. 6: 23) Now, says the
psalmist of those faithful men of old, then called
"fathers" (Ps. 45: 16) : "Instead of thy fathers shall
be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in
all the earth." Instead of the earthly fathers of Christ
Jesus these faithful men become the children of Christ
Jesus, because he, by the will and commandment of
Jehovah God, becomes the Father or Life-giver of men
and therefore is called "The everlasting Father". (Isa.
9: 6) Jesus had no heavenly ancestors, no fathers in
heaven, because Jehovah is his sole Father there. Je­
hovah God raised him from the dead and exalted him
to the highest place in his organization, and makes Je­
sus "The everlasting Father" to those once his earthly
fathers, and to all those who on earth ever receive life
everlasting. Those faithful men of old preceded the
Lord Jesus in the flesh. They could not be virgin com­
panions of the bride class who follow Christ Jesus and
his bride, for the reason that they were dead before
the coming of the Bridegroom. The Lord in due time
raises them out of death, however, and makes them
the visible rulers or princes of his kingdom on the
earth, and all of Jehovah's organization is one grand
harmonious organization, giving service and praise for
ever to the name of the :Most High.

.3 But some may ask, Do not the Scriptures make
a clear distinction between the priests and Levites and
show that the priests represent the little flock and the
Lcvites those who have a secondary place in heaven,
which we called the' great company'? Did the Lord'8
goat picture the "little flock", or royal house? and
did not the scapegoat picture the "great multitude"
or 'those who occupy a "secondary place" in heaven' 1
These questions must be considered in subsequent is­
sues of The Watchtower.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
, 1. What and where is "Jerusalem, the holy city'" What

do the Scriptures say as to requirements of those who
compose Jehovah's royal house'

11 2-4. In what Significant connection was the parable of the
ten virgins spoken' What is therein clearly shown as to
the applicatIOn of this parable' That there were" ten"
virgins bears what significance' That they "took their
lamps'"
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, 5, 6. Why is the subject of the I foolish virgins' here eon·
sidered in connection with that of the" great multitude" f
Mention some of the facts already observed as clearly
showing that these classes are not identical. What class
is pictured by the foolish virgins f

,. 7. With scriptures, show the dlstinction between the wise
and the foohsh.

1[ 8. What was the occasion on which Jesus spoke the parable
of the ten virgins f Point out other scriptures foretelling
a. foolish class and the result of the course of action they
would take.

,. 9. Account for the present clear understanding concerning
the class referred to as 'foolish virgins'. Bnefly, what
cla.sses are referred to as the " great multitude", the
"prisoners ", and the I foo11sh virgins' f

,. 10-12. Apply the prophetic fact (a) that all the virgins
had "lamps". (b) That the foolish virgins, though taka
ing their lamps, "took no oil with them."

'II' 13-15. What is meant by the statement that " while the
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept"f When
and how was the prophetic c..'l:pression 'Jf verse 6 fulfilled f
Of verse 7f

'I! 16-18. Account for the foolish virgins' not having sufficient
oil Explain their coming to realize thls, and their asking
the wise virgins for some of theIr oil.

t 19,20. Paraphrase the answer of the wise to the foolish
virgins' request for oil Justify theIr answer.

'[ 21. How would the foolish virgins I go to them that sell,
and buy for themselves' f

'II 22-24. Point out fulfillment of the statement, (a) "The
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage." (b) "And the door was shut."

'[ 25-29. What did" the other virgins" UO, in the parablef
In the fulfillment of the parablef Account for, and apply,
the Lord's answer to them when they asked to be let in.
\Vhat is here seen concernmg the foolish vIrgms as to a
prospect of having a secondary place in heaven or of be­
commg a part of the "great !llultituue" f

'[ 30-33. Compare Jesus' statements of verse 12 here, Mat­
thew 24: 50,51, and Matthew 25: 30. What does tius show
as to the condition and posltion of the foolish virgmsr
Apply verse 13.

'II 34-36. Apply the prophetic words, (a) "The King's daugh.
ter is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold. "
(b) "She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of
needlework. ' '( c) "The vugins her eompamons that fol­
low her shall be brought unto thee."

'lI' 37·40. With other scriptures in Illustration, point out the
relation between the approved Virgins in this parable and
those mentioned in Psalm 45: 14.

1\' 41. What are the facts in which is seen fulfillment of Rev·
elation 7: 15 and John 10: 16.

1\' 42. Explain Psalm 45: 16.
'If 43. What further questions here appear and call fOT con­

sideration f

CC PROPHECY MADE MORE SURE"

T HE author of all true prophecy is Jehovah. In
days of old men who were devoted to Jehovah
were permitted to make a record of prophecy

and to give utterance to the same, but no man could
ever properly take credit to himself for writing proph­
ecy. The same is true relative to interpreting propl~­

ecy; and for this reason no creatures could have an
understanding of prophecy until God's due time to
reveal the understanding thereof. "Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the holy [spirit]." (2 Pet. 1: 20,
21) When Jehovah's time comes to unfold his proph­
ecy, he causes those who are devoted to him to clearly
see that all prophecy makes paramount these great
truths, to wit: That Jehovah purposes to vindicate
his own holy name; and that he will perform that
purpose by and through his beloved loyal and faith·
ful Son, Christ Jesus. One of God's officials, Lueifer,
had become a traitor (Satan) and had brought great
reproach: upon Jehovah's name, and now God would
make The Logos, Christ Jesus, his highest official and
Vindieator.-Isa. 14: 12-14; John 1: 1.

Jehovah caused his law and prophecy to be written.
His law is written in plain language, that can be un·
derstood by his creatures. Prophecy he caused to be
written so that it can be understood only in God 's dt~e

time, and then by those who love him. The apostle
Peter wrote to the followers of Christ Jesus under in­
spiration and authority from Jehovah God given to
him by Jesus Christ. (2 Pet. 1: 1) Peter was one of
the witnesses to the transfiguration vision on the moun­
taill, and it is of importance to note that he mentioned

that vision in connection with the matter of intel'pret·
ing prophecy. This throws light upon the time for
understanding prophecy.

The record, at Matthew 17: 1-6, concerning the
transfiguration, is: "After six days Jesus taketh Pe­
ter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them
up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured
before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and
his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there
appeared unto them l\Ioses and Elias [Elijah], talk­
ing with him.'~ Beholding the inspirin5' vision, Peter,
addressing the Lord Jesus, suggested the building there
of three tabernacles; but this request was apparently
entirely ignored by the Lord. "While he [Peter] yet
spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and,
behold, a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye
him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on
their face, and were sore afraid."

It now appears that the transfiguration was a pro­
phetic tableau gin-ng testimony to the high office of
Jesus and foretelling greater things to come to pass
thereafter. That transfiguration being a prophecy, its
true meaning and importance would appear to God's
people only in God's due time to interpret the Same
and make it plain. Greater light is given to God's
people at the end of the world, where we now are,
and after Christ Jesus is enthroned as the invisible
Rightful Ruler of the earth. (1 Cor. 10: 11 ; Ps. 2: 6)
For many years it has been known that :i\1oses was a.
type of Christ Jesus, but not until Jesus' coming to
the Lord's temple (spiritual), in A.D. 1918, was it
known that what Moses wrote applies particularly to
the Lord Jesus and his people while at the temple.
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Only in recent years and since his coming to the tem­
ple has it been known that Christ Jesus is that great
Prophet foreshadowed by Moses and to whom the faith­
ful remnant of Christ's followers yet on earth must
now be specially obedient or, failing or refusing to,
be destroyed.-Acts 3: 21-23.

Jesus, with three of his faithful followers, was in
the mountain, but Jesus is the only really important
one that was there. He was the one who appeared
with his 'face shining as the sun and his raiment white
as the light'. Clearly that would picture Christ Jesus
at the time when Jehovah God placed him on the
throne as the world's Rightful Ruler and Jehovah's
mighty Vindicator. That enthronement of the Lord
Jesus took place in 1914. His coming to the temple
as the great Judge was in 1918. (Mal. 3: 1-3) There­
fore the transfiguration vision pointed forward to
God's time to inaugurate his kingdom with Christ
Jesus on the throne and as his mighty Judge and
Vindicator. The unfolding and understanding of the
vision could not come until the prophecy had begun
to have fulfillment; hence God kept it a secret until
his due time to fulfill and make known the proph~y.

The record, at Matthew 17: 3, says: "And, behold,
there appeared unto them Moses and Elias, talking
with him." Of course, Moses and Elijah were not ac­
tually there present, because they were dead and the
resunection had not yet begun; but Jesus, who was
to be "the firstborn from the dead" (Col. 1: 18), was
actually there. Renee Jesus called what happened a
"vision": "and as they came down from the moun­
tain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the visiolt to
no man, until the Son of man be risen again from
the dead." (Matt. 17: 9) The vision disclosed Moses
and Elijah talking with Jesus, and that would clearly
indicate in the tableau that those men had done cer­
tain things in the past which foreshadowed greater
things that Jesus would do. 1.Ioses wrote much of the
prophecy of God, and Jesus on another occasion said,
'"Moses . . . wrote of me." (JaIm 5: 46) Moses' ap­
pearance in the vision, talking with Jesus, was equiva­
rent to saying that the law, which Moses received of
Jehovah to deliver to the Israelites, applies specifically
to Christ's followers, who are spiritual Israelites; also
that the covenant of God given to the ancient Israel­
ites on the plains of the land of Moab by the hand
of Moses foreshadowed a later covenant, the covenant
of faithfulness for the kingdom of heaven, which cove­
nant God makes throu~h Christ Jesus the Greater
Moses and with his followers who are called to the
kingdom; also that those who will enter the kin~Jom

must faithfully perform that covenant of faithfulness;
and that when Christ Jesus, the Greater )Iose,>, comes
to the temple, then every soul of the spiritual temple
class must be wholly obedient unto Christ Jesus or
else be destroyed. This conclusion is clearly support.
ed by Peter's words at Acts 3: 21-23, and these truths
God's faithful remnant on earth learned and began

to appreciate after the Lord Jesus' coming to the tern.
pIe in glory and power.

Elijah wrote certain prophecies and performed cer­
tain prophetic work. This foreshadowed Christ Jesus
and a work Jesus would do, which work was prepara.
tory to the coming of God's "messenger of the cove·
nant" to the temple of God. (Mal. 3: 1-3) That work
had particularly reference to the restoring of the great
and important doctrines concerning the kingdom of
God. These truths had been delivered to the Israel.
ites and to the apostles after Jesus' first coming, but
had been lost sight of after the death of the apostles
and were hid until the Lord Jesus turned his "face",
his attention, to the things of the earth a short time
prior to his coming to the temple in 1918. That this
is the correct conclusion is shown by the conversation
that took place between Jesus and the disciples im­
mediately after the transfiguration, to wit: "And his
disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes
that Elias must first come? And Jesus answered and
said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and re­
store all things." (1\1att. 17: 10, 11) John the Baptist
had just recently finished his work, and the prophetic
work done by Elijah was fulfilled in a miniature way
by John, who, as the forerunner, announced the com­
ing of Jesus at his first advent. But the work fore­
shadowed by Elijah was performed in a complete way
by the Lord Jesus immediately preceding the time
of his coming to the temple in 1918. That work be­
gan about A.D. 1874-1878; and, having performed
this work thus prophesied, Christ Jesus, as Jehovah's
"messenger of the covenant", suddenly or straight­
way came to the temple in fulfillment of :Malachi '8

prophecy (3: 1-3).
The appearanee of Moses and Elijah in the pro­

phetic transfiguration had no relationship whatever
to the resurrection of t11e dead, because there is noth­
ing either directly or indireetly said about resurrec­
tion. :Men who have tried to uphold the false doctrine
of the immortality of human souls and that "there
is no death" have grabbed this transfiguration seene
as recorded and used it in their attempt to prove that
Moses and Elijah were alive at that time. But {lthers
that opposed such false doctrine and that attempted
to answer it were led into the error of concludin~

that :Moses and Elijah referred to the future resur-.
rection of the faithful prophets of old and to the
'change' of the faithful followers of Christ Jesus "in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye". (Reb. 11: 35,
39,40; 1 Cor. 15: 51,52) It is true that 1\1oses is dead
and must await the resurrection, and that Elijah was
taken up in a fiery chariot by a whirlwind; but that
does not relate to the transfi~uration scene.

The overshadowing important part of the trans­
figuration vision was the announcement by the voice
from heaven that the Lord Jesus is the approved One
of Jehovah and the One who is the Chief Officer of
Jehovah for the vindication of God's name. The voice
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out of the cloud said: "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him." (Matt. 17: 5)
Here is in substance the emphatic statement from Je­
hovah God that Christ Jesus is the great High Priest,
Judge and King, to whom all creation must rl:'nder
absolute obedience, because God in due time would
send Christ Jesus to be his Vindicator and to carry
out all his purposes and this would be done when
Christ Jesus is enthroned as the Ruler and the Judge
of the world. The overshadowing cloud out from which
the voice spoke symbolically showed the presence of
Jehovah, and the fact that the cloud overshadowed
the three disciples, who were witnesses, also suggests
that the fulfillment of this prophetic vision would
take place at the time of the second presence of the
Lerd. The words which the three disciples heard ex­
pressed by a voice out of the cloud would mean that
Christ Jesus had maintained his inte~rity toward Je­
hovah. The fact too that Jesus warned them that they
were to tell the vision to no man "until the Son of
man be risen again from the dead" shows that the
exaltation of Jesus to the position of honor would be
after his resurrection, to which facts the apostles sub­
sequently testified.-Phil. 2: 5-11; Heb. 5: 7-9.

At 2 Peter 1: 13:15 the apostle urges God's faithful
ones to "make mention of these things". (Diaglott ver·
sion) Clearly the things to make mention of are the
coming of Christ Jesus to the temple as God's great
Vindicator and Judge, and the necessity of full and
complete obedience to his commandments. It is at this
point that the apostle introduces the transfiguration
vision and emphasizes its importance by saying: "For
we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when
we made known unto you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he received from God the Father hon­
our and glory, when there came such a voice to him
from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we were with him in
the holy mount."-2 Pet. 1: 16-18.

Then the apostle adds: ""'We have also a more sure
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts." (2 Peter 1: 19) Did Peter mean that the
word of prophecy is more sure than the transfigura­
tion vision 1 Or did he mean that the prophecy was
more sure than the apostle's (his own) declaration
concerning that vision? Or do his words convey the
meaning that prophecy is made more sure by reason
of the transfiguration's thus having been given 1 These
questions must be answered in the light of and in full
harmony with other scriptures now understood.

If the prophecy previously written was" more sure"
than what is taught by the transfiguration vision, then
why should Peter stress the importance of the trans­
figuration vision and the necessity for others to make

mention of it 1 If the prophecy was more sure than
Peter's declaration concerning the vision, then it does
not appear that there was any necessity for calling
attention to it unless it was to establish the truthful­
ness of Peter; and surely that was not necessary.
Clearly the correct meaning of Peter's words is that
the transfiguration vision is a corroboration or con­
firmation of what the prophets of old had written at
God's dictation; and that when the time had arrived
for the fulfillment of the prophetic transfiguration
vision, then would be the time when the prophecies
of old written by holy men of old could be understood.
This conclusion is supported by the rendering of 2 Pe­
ter 1: 19 by the American Revised Version: " And we
have the word of prophecy made more sure."

Peter's argument is this: The prophets of old wrote
concerning the Messiah's coming in power and glory,
but now here is a vision of that glorious coming, and
three of us were eyewitnesses to this vision which
speaks of the 'coming of the Lord Jesus in power
and glory'. To emphasize the matter Peter declares
that this is not a cunningly devised fable that has
been concocted by the three apostles or others, but
that it is the truth and it confirms, supports and makes
sure what the prophets of old have written. The Dia­
glatt reads: "And we have the prophetic word more
confirmed"; that is to say, corroborated, strength­
ened and made certain. The words used by Peter
could hardly be said to draw a comparison between
the importance of the prophecies written of old and
that of the transfiguration scene.

Peter had previously quoted the scripture: "The
word of [Jehovah] endureth for ever." (1 Pet. 1: 25)
Now he says in substance, The transfiguration vision
corroborates the prophecy, and when the vision is ful­
filled the prophecy will be understandable. Peter knew
that the fulfillment of prophecy is absolutely certain,
because he was familiar with the scripture in which
Jehovah said: " As I have purposed, so shall it stand" ;
"I have purposed it, I will also do It." (Isa. 14: 24 ;
46: 11) Nothing could add to or take away from that
Word of God, but it could be confirmed or corrobo­
rated by the vision which was given in the mountain.
Concerning confirmation of things written Paul wrote:
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salva­
tion; which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the holy [spirit], according to his own will 1" (Heb.
2: 3, 4) The confirmation that was given by the trans­
figuration scene would strengthen the faith of those
who waited and looked for the coming of the Lord
Jesus in power and glory.

The followers of Christ Jesus must have some knowl­
edge as a basis for faith. Until God's due time to give
them' an understanding of prophecy's meaning they
must keep in mind God's law and prophecies, includ-
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ing the transfiguration scene. This is shown to be the
fact, because Peter says to them: "And we have the
word of prophecy made more sure; whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp shining in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise
in your hearts. "-2 Pet. 1: 19, A.R.V.

What is the meaning of the words "till the Day
dawns"? (Moffatt) Manifestly these words mean the
beginning of the "day of Jehovah". That day had
its beginning when Jehovah placed his King Christ
Jesus upon his throne in Zion, which took place in
1914, and when he was sent forth to rule amidst his
enemies. (Rev. 11: 17, 18; Pss. 2: 6; 110: 1, 2) It ap­
pears that Peter did not expect prophecy to be un­
derstood in his day, nor during the life of the men
who lived at that time, but that the Word of proph­
ecy and the corroborative testimony concerning the
same as given by the prophetic transfiguration vision
would be unto the followers of Christ Jesus as a light
in a dark place shining for their guidance. This con­
dition of little light would continue until the "day
dawns", at which time there would be a change and
hence greater light and clearer understanding. In the
meantime he urged his brethren to be watchful and
diligent in doing with their might what their hands
found to do. If they would be diligent in doing these
things mentioned by him they would never fall. (2 Pet.
1: 5-7) They must continue to keep in mind that God
has given his word that he would send his King in
due time and that they were to look forward to the
kingdom and to hold firmly to their hope which God
had set before them, and that they must keep them­
selves separate and distinct from the wicked world.
If they should become negligent and indifferent they
would become blind and even forget that Christ Jesus
had died for them and that they were cleansed from
sin, and that hence they could not see afar off con­
cerning the coming of the King and his kingdom.

When the "day dawn", that is, when the day of
Jehovah should arrive, would all then see clearly?
Not aU who had once believed on the Lord, but only
those whose heart devotion is to God and his kingdom.

Says the apostle: "Until ... the day star arise in your
hearts." 'Day Star' here means the 'Morning Star',
which is Christ Jesus, the glorious King. "I Jesus
... am the root and the offspring of [King] David,
and the bright and morning star." (Rev. 22: 16) The
rising of the "day star" seems clearly to relate to his
coming to the temple in 1918, and his sending forth
his angels to direct the course of action to be taken
by those on the earth who are wholly devoted to God
and his kingdom. The prophecies of the Scriptures
are directed to the true church and were written afore­
time for the comfort of those devoted to the Lord at
the time of his appearing. (1 Cor. 10: 11 ; Rom. 15: 4)
God caused the prophet Balaam to truthfully say:
"There shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre
shall rise out of [spiritual] Israel." (Nurn. 24: 17)
Christ Jesus is "the Bright and Morning Star", who
proelaims the new day, and it is to those whose heart
devotion is to God and his King that the Lord makes
known the meaning of his prophecy, and they see.
The word "star" signifies or applies to a prince, which
title is one of the titles given to the beloved Son of
God. He is the "Prince of Peace", upon whose shoul­
der rests th~ government of the world. (Isa. 9: 6, 7)
Those whose heart devotion is to the King and Prince
and who are anxious to obey him are the ones that
are favored by receiving an understanding of the
prophecies written in olden times. If a man's heart
is not fully devoted to the King he cannot understand
and appreciate prophecy.

Since Jehovah by his inspired apostle instructed his
faithful ones to take heed to "the word of prophecy
made more sure" and to take heed thereunto "until
the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts",
who are or where are those so-called" Christians",
good churchgoers, that say that the "Old Testament"
and its prophecies were fulfilled at or shortly after
Christ's first advent, and that it is not necessary to
study the prophecies thereof, but all the Christian
needs is the "New Testament"? According to the
apostle Peter, such so-called "Christians" do not
"do well", but are "blind, and eannot see afar off".

LETTERS
"YOU DO NOT NEED ANY NOTE FROM ME"

DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

While realizing your time is precious, yet I can not refrain
from writinlt :rou these few hnes antI making you partaker
of the Lord's blessmgs on us whIle witnessmg.

The period from July 30 to August 6 was set asiile for field
work in the town of Kozane, together with two other brethren.
Durlug all week we placed many books, but, on the lust day,
~hen we were ready to return home, we were arrested Rnd
brought to the police station and then With threats we were
sent under custody to the public prosecutor.

The policeman who escorted us handed to him the prohibitive
decree of the State concerning our books, und the puhbe pro~­

ecutor said tl13.t he wouM gl\'e the judicml determination In
the afternoon. In the meantime they let us go free.

In the afternoon the public prosecutor called. the policeman

and said to him: "You brought me these men to sentence'
Oh that all Gleece were like these people! There nre no other
people doing Chust's worlt. The clergy are deceln'rs and hypo­
eritps. You should protect these people and not harass them."

rrh~n I thought it wouM be good to ask 111m to gn e us a
written note, that the policemen may not drag us so often to
tho police station, but he saiil, "These books are free to CH­

cubte and ~'ou do not need any note from me, anil If they
arrest you they WIll bring you to me. Who am I that I shouM
stop the circulation of the books of Ju<lge Rutherford, which
contain the whole truth of the Biblet"

'VI' said to him gooil-by, and we WlshE'd him the Lord's bless·
ing since he toolt his part on the slile of Jehovah. So with
much enthusiasm ann WIth great joy for the Lord's blessings
nnd protection we returned home.

Your fellow witness,
JOHN CATSALIS, Greece.



320 g:}1e WATCHT0WER. BROOKLYN, N. V.

THE NATION OF JEHOVAH EXCEPTED
DEA,R BROTHER RUTHERFOr:D:

I just can't keep still, and, even though I know I will be
intruding upon your valuable time, must write to tell you how
enthusiastically we received the new Testimony card and the
Government booklet.

What a turn the attack against the enemy has now taken I
Never in my recollection during the past twenty four years
have the Lord's people had such ammunition, such a direct
attack against the real and directing part of the Devil's or·
ganization on earth.

The latter part of I' Hiding the Truth", beginning with
"Conspirators ", is so clear and direct, and, taken in connec·
tion with" Government", the most pointed shot yet, that cer·
tainly "now", "with the issue so clearly and sharply drawn,"
the remnant will rejoice in going forth with greater zeal, as·
Burance and boldness than ever before.

In the light of what has now been written concerning the
Roman Catholic hierarchy, might we not expect such further
light from the Scriptures concerning this "beastly thing" that
has now deceived all the nations of earth, the nation of Jeho·
vah "alone" excepted, as will further enthrall and enrapture
the Lord's peoplef

Wishing you the continued favor and rich blessing of Jeho­
vah our God as you so faithfully serve him, I am

Your fellow worker in the kingdom,
OSCAR H. STANGE, Maryland.

• My heart gives thanksgiving to Him, who has stooped so
low as to let one hke me, at one time alienated from him, to
have this glorious hope set before me and to offer me the privi·
lege to go among my fellow mankind and sing forth the glories
of that glonous name. Oh, how thankful I am that we have
another period of praise set aside that all his people united
together may go forth as a solId wall insurmountable against
the enemy, and able to lift high the banners of Truthl It is,
my dear brother, a 'fire in our bones' that wo cannot keep
still, but must carry this to others that they may catch the
sin'gmg of that song.

Daily my prayers ascend on high on YQur behalf, th, t you
will be able to continue as the fearless leader that you are.
Your leadership is an incentive for me to !lress on, knowing
by your example that a creature in the flesh· can do the things
Jehovah has asked of his people. I give thanks to Jehovah for
such examples, that I may be able to run my race successfully
and not be one just beatlllg the air.

May the God of heaven bless you and keep you in his loving
care and continue to lead us by the still water~ to graze ill
the green pastures.

Watching in the tower for more precious food from the
Lord's bountlful table, I am

Your sister in the King's ranks,
MAllIE OBERG, Washington.

PRAYED FOR, AND RECEIVED

NOW UNDERSTAND JUST WHY
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERFORD:

Greetings to you in ZIOn I
I know that ~'ou arc a very busy person, but I wanted to

take some time to tell you of my gratefulness to Jehovah God
and to his Vindicator, Chnst Jesus, for the wonderful lIght
that the Higher Powers are giving to the people for hlS name
at this time, as I listened to the timely message you gave on
June 2 as you gave to us a clearer understanding of how Jeho­
vah God will vindicate his holy name. And now m The Watch·
tower the voice of God comes in this prophecy of Habakkuk,
that we might know more of Jehovah's purpose.

The understandmg of this prophecy surely is wonderful com·
fort and encouragement to his people, because we are able to
understand just why Jehovah is permitting the overt acts to
come against his people. All the persecutIOns that we receive
at this time pale into irisignificance when we can catch these
glim:pses of his mighty power in Armageddon, and how at that
time Jehovah tells us to "enter thou into thy chambers, and
Bhut thy doors about thee; hide thyself as it were for a little
moment, until the indignation be overpast"; showing the won­
derful protection Jeltovc.h gives to those who love him.

DEAR SIR:
I have read all your books and pamphlets explaining the

Bible, and want to express my Slllcere grahtude for the won·
derful service you have given to the people.

I am twenty·two years old, and was a very good church
member, taught a class of boys in Sunday school. I aC.:j,uired
all the so·caUed "knowledge" that the church teaches, but it
seemed as tbough I was groping around in darkness; it all
seemed as though it was just repeating an old story, untl1
I got hold of some of your books; then I realized the beau.
tiful foreshadows of the Scriptural stones. I could not teach
the true meaning of these Scriptures to my studpnts (I could
not teach one thing and believe another); so, after reading
"Flee Now", I denounced illY church. I have opened my
parents' eyes, and many of my friends are understanding.
I have prayed for an under~tanding of the truth, and have
received it. Soon I shall go out m the work. Again I want
to thank you for -the wonderful truth and clear understanding
you are giving the people.

With all praises to Jehovah God, and hoping that I shall
always be a faithful witness, I remain

Brotherly yours,
WILLARD ELSING, Kan&as.

SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
M. L. HERR

16
17
19
20
21
22

23;24
26
27
28
29
30

Lebanon. Mo Nov.
Ava, ::\10•..••...••••••••••••• u

Bl1hn~s. 1Il0 ,
Larussell, :110 "
Carthage, Mo. ..
Aiba. ~lo.· .. __ ~'

Joplin. :\[0 "
Monett, ~Io. . "
Verona, ~[o. . II

PlOtelU. :110 "
Dora. ::\{o. .............•....... H,

Crider, )10 "

1
2
3
g
~
9

10,11
13
14
1tl

Collins. 1\10. ...._ Nov.
Lo\\ry City, Mo "
Clinton, )10. h. __ ••••••••••• If

Archie, )!o, "
Nevada. Mo..•........••...• "
Arcola. )10. "
Golden Cl ty. :\10. •......• "
Ash Oro"e, ~Io "
Springfield, Mo. . "
Bolivar. :\10, "
Halfway, Mo "
Buffalo, MO ..

T. E. BANKS
Free Union. Va Nov. 5 Southern Pines. N. C Nov. 20
Shores. Va. . _.~ " 6 l:lllnford. N. C. _ _ " 21
Petersburl{. Va..........• " 7 Chapel HIli. N. C•...... :' 222...~
Sweet Hall. Va " 8 Enfield.~. C _......... '
Norfolk. Va•...._ " 9,10 Rocky :\Iount, N. C " 24
Boydton. Va _..•...•...... :' 12 Farm,·llIe. N. C " 26
Lynchburg, Va " 13 Tarhcel. N. C.._..........•• " 27
Roanoke. Va " 14 Bishopville. S. C.....•.•• " 28
Salisbury. N. C.••........ " 15 Cope. l:l. C. . " 29
Asheville. N. C: " 16.17 Sa,·aunah. Ga _ " 30
Lawndale. N. C., " 19 Taylors Creek! Ga••.....Dec. 1

A. H. MACMILLAN
Farwell. Tex Nov. 1 Cyril. Okla Nov. 14
Amarll1o. Tex " 2 Chickasha, Ol<la 15. Ii
Pampa, Tex " 3 Oklahoma City, Okln. " 17,18
Grand. Okla " 5 Teculll~ph. Okla " 20,21
Texola. Okla. • " 6 Chandler. Okla. .. 22
Clinton. Okla " 7 Drumrl!:ht, Okla " 23
DIl1. Okla " 8 Tul'a, Okln. .. " 24, 25
Bobart. Ol<la " 9 )lu.kop;P<', Ok la, 27,2!'l
Altull. Olda. . " 10. 11 1\IcAleHter. Okla. • " 29. 30
Chattanooga. Okla. _.. .. 13 Atoka. Okla.•......•..••_..Dec. 1

NOTICE OF ANNUAL l\IEETING

Pursuant to the provision of Jaw and the charter of the
Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society, notice is hereby given
that the annual business meeting of the said Society will be
held at Pittsburgh, North Side (formerly Allegheny), Pennsyl·
vania, at 10 0 'clock a.m., Thursday, October 31, 1935, at
which the usual annual business will be transacted.


