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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.”« lusiah 54:73.

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH

THAT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting
to everlasting, the Maker of heaven and earth and the Giver
of lifo to bis creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
his creation and his active agent in the creation of all
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Clief
Executive Officer of Jehovah.

THAT GOD ereated the earth for man, ereated perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; that mun wilfully
disoheyed God’s law and was sentenced fo death; that by
reason of Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and
without the right to life.

THAT JESUS was made hnman, and the man Jesus suf-
fered deuth in order to produce the ransom or redemptive
price for all mankind; thut God raised up JJesus divine and
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every
namo and elothed him with all power and authority.

THAT JEHOVAH’S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thercof and is the
rightful Xing of tho world; that the anocinted and faithful
followers ¢f Christ Jesus ars children of Zion, membera of
Jehovall’s organization, and sre his wiinesses whose duty and
Krivilcgo it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare

is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Rible, and
to bear the fruits of the kinpdom beforo all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and tho Lord Jesus Christ
has been pliced by Jchovah upon his throne of authority,
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on carth.

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under
Christ which has now beouns that the Liord’s next greal
act is the destruction of Satan’s orgunization and theo estab-
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and that under thb
kingdom all these who will obey its righteous laws shall be
restored and live on carth forever.

ITS MISSION

'HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabling
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as
expressed in the Bible, It publishes Bible imstruction

gpecificully designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other liter-
ature to aid in such studies. It publishes suitable material
for radio broadeasting and for other means of public instrue-
tion in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter-
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without
reservation fur the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatie, but invites careful
and eritical examination of its contents in the light of ths
Scriptures. Xt does not indulge in controversy, and its col-
umns are not open to personalities.

YrARLY SUBSCRIPTION PrIcE

TNITED STATES, $1.00; Caxapa aAxp MIsceLrANEops FoRrtiox,
$1.50; GreAT BRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SouTs AFRICS, Ts.
American remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money
Order, or by Bank Draft, Canadian, Dritish, South African and
Australasian remittances should bs made direct to the respective
branch odices, Remittances from countries other tluin thone men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn oftice, but by Jnternational
Postal Money Order only.

ForeiGN OrriCES

British o+ ¢ ¢ o o « o s+ ¢« » 34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England

Cunadian , . ... .. 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Uniario, Canad.

Australasian . . 7 Deresford Load, Strathfield, N. 8. W., Australia

South Africen ., .. Doston Ilouse, Cape Town; South Africa
Please addresy the Society in every case,

(Translations of this journal appear in several langueges.)

All sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay tho subscription price
may have The Walchtower {ree upon wrilten application to the
publishers, made once each year, s{ating the reason for s0 re.
questing i, We are glad to ithus aid the ncedy, but the written
application omce each year is required by the postal regulations,

Notice to Subseribers: Acknowledzment of a new or a renewal sub-
scription will be sent only when requested. Change of address,
whoen requested, may be expected to appear on address Inhel within
one month. A renewal blank (carrying potice of expiration) will
be sent with the journal ona month beforo the subscription expires.

Entered as Recond Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N, Y., Dostoffice,
Act of March 8, 1879.

“JEHOVAH"”

With deep gratitude to the great Revealer of his own name
The Watchtower announces the publication of a new book., All
faithful witnesses of God and Jonadabs will thrill to know the
book bears the title ¢“Jehovah??, and that its contents set forth,
as does no previous publication, the glorious name, the marvel-
ous works and dealings, past, present and future, and the sure
covenant purposes, of the Most High God. The book’s beanti-
fully embossed cover holds within it 384 pages of text matter,
color illustrations, and complete index. The author’s edition
also contains a facsimile letter in the author’s own handwriting,
specially written for and addressed to the Lord’s anointed ones
(and the Jonadab brethren). It is now ready and may be had
at 50c a copy, this to help offset the heavy original eosts of
publication. Jehovah’s faithful witnesses and true Jonadabs
will not fuil to read this new book and thereby to arm them-
selves for future service in placing it hofore the whele world,
by his grace. These wishing a copy should place their order
through the divector or with the sharpshooter. If not asso-
ciated with a ecompany, then order direct from the Society.

PHONOGRAPHS
In his own chosen time, and when his enemies are desperately
tryving to limit his witnesses on earth in getting the truth to
the pecple, Jehovah has provided another efiective instrument
for the kingdom proclamation, to wit, a portable phonegraph
equipped with electrically tranmseribed records of 4i-minute
speeches by Brother Rutherford on vital Bible topics. Reports

to date from pioneers and others already equipped with and
using this phonograph attest the sucecss and potency of thiy
method of introducing and driving home the Lerd’s message,
The machine is manufactured by the Soeciety ot ity Brooklyn
factory, and is specially designed for its work, nnd js the best
available for the purpose. Strong, compact, with a powertul
spring-wound motor, and carrying space for several dises, it
weighs 21 pounds with six dises bearing twelve recordings. To
cover the bare cost the phonograph, with 18 recordings, muy
be had for $19.25. Al orders therefor, remittance anccompany-
ing, should be sent to the Brooklyn office of the Society.

ATLANTA CONVENTION

The Atlanta serviee comvention will be on November 23, 24
and 25; headquarters Ansley Hotel, roof garden. Meetings
Saturday and Sunday will be held in the City Auditorium.
These meetings will be addressed by various brethren, includ-
ing the president of the Society.

It is hoped that many of the pioneers in the south may be
able to attend. Sleeping quarters are being provided for a
hundred or more pioneers, Pioneers will make no arrange-
ments for quarters until seeing convention comumittee, A credit
of $23 will be alluwed to ¢ach pioneer on book account to help
pay expenses to the convention. Let all the Lord’s people pre-
gent this matter before the throne of grace for his blessmg
that there may be a splendid witness to the honor of his nnuie,
Address gzl communications te Clifton R. Thomus, Chairm:n
Convention Committee, 1391 Belmont Ave, 8.W,, Atlania, Ca,
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FEAST OF CONSPIRATORS

“Por they cat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence.”’—Prov. 4:17.
PART 2

mony to 1lis name. Daniel stood out separate and

distinet from all men of Babylon. Jehovah has
taken out from the world (which is antitypieal Baby-
lon) men and womcen whom he has anointed and ap-
pointed to be his witnesses, and these must stand out
separate and distinet from all men of the world. It
is the name of Jehovah God that is involved, and the
vindication of his name was the paramount issue in
Daniel’s day. That is still the paramount issue, and
which issue must now be definitely settled in the right
way. Men are of little importance, hut the name of
Jehovah is all-important; henee all divine prophecy
should be examined with this thought in mind: that
the principal rcason for these prophetie pietures and
the fulfilment thereof is the vindication of Jehovali’s
name, and what men have to do therewith and what
is the result to men are of secondary importance.

2 Daniel had heen in Babylon for several years, and
in that time had proved himself a faithful and true
witness to the name of God. ITe was of good old age,
and still the Lord Giod would use him to bear testi-
mony. Ior approximately 1,900 years God has been
takine out from the world his church and using those
thus scleeted to be his witnesses, and now, even in the
old age of the church, in these last days the faithful
are having greater opportunities of bearing testimony
to Jehovab’s name. The picture made in connection
with the appearing of Danicl before the king of Baby-
lon strongly indicates that the remnant would in these
last days be given a greater privilege and responsi-
bility to be witnesses to the name of the Most High
and to bear before rulers of this world testimony to
Jdehovah’s name and to his kingdom. The mother
qucen had eoneluded her speeeh before his royal maj-
esty, and the king, giving heed thereto, had Danicl
brought before him. ““Then was Daniel brought in
before the king. And the king spake and said unto
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the ehildien
of the eaptivity of Judah, whom the king my father
brought out of Jewry?”’ (Dan. 5:13) The bringing
of Daniel before the king was a last resort of Bel-
shazzar, and after his wise men had utterly failed.

J’EIIOVAII had Daniel in Babylon {o bear testi-

The so-called ‘‘wise men’’ of the present duy, inelud-
ing the “‘brain trust’’, have utterly failed to suggest
a method that will efiectually bring peace and pros-
perity to the people. The prophecy indicates that the
remnant of the church yct on ecarth must as a last
resort serve notice and warning of such utter failuie
upon the earthly rulers of Satan’s organization called
Babylon and that this notice must be served shortly
preceding the overthrow of the wicked orcanization
by Jehovih’'s great Executive Offieer. Jehovali has
brought forth his witnesses for the purpose of giving
such notice, The miscrable failure of the clerey to
tell the truth to the people makes it neeessary for
Jehovah God to employ the remnant to give notice
and warning to the rulers of the world, It was in
1925 that God revealed to his people on carth the
meaning of the two great signs or wonders appearing
in heaven. (Rev. 12:1,3) Those great signs or wen-
ders disclose to God’s people the organization of the
enemy Satan, and the greater organization of Jchovah
God, the explanation of which appears in 7¢ Wutch-
tower, 1925, page 67 on. On Sceptember 27, 1930, the
hooks Light, explaining The Revelation, ineluding the
two great signs and wonders and the seven last plagues,
were released to the publie, and a wide distribution of
these books followed, and which were pliced in the
hands of many of the ruling class. Thereafter the
importance of giving testimony was emphasized, and
Cod’s organization on earth fixed a quota for the year
1931 of the amount of literature that it was hoped
would be placed; and during each yecar from that
time forward a like course has been taken and a great-
er testimony than ever given to the name of the Lord.
It then became apparent that such is ‘‘the testimany
of Jesus Christ’’, and the remnant understood more
fully than before that the Lord has committed to his
anointed ones on earth the obligation of delivering
this testimony and that they must deliver it regard-
less of all apposition. The remnant are the witnesses
for Jehovah.

8 No longer, therefore, could the faithful remnant
be identified as merely ‘‘Bible Students’’; because
anyone elaiming faith in God, and accepting the Bible

333
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as his Word, mizht be thos designated. When Danicl
appearcd before Dalshazzar the king inquired of him:
‘Are you Daniel of Jewry?’ That question required
Daniel 1o identify himself as a Jew, that is, one of
the people of Jehovah God who gives praise to Jeho-
vah's name and who was at that time in Satan’s
world, Balylon, but who was not a part thercot,
Corrcsponding to this, in the ycar 1931, Jehovah
caused his faithful people to eome up before the rul-
ers of the world and to boldly econfess their identity,
that is, that they are those who give praise and serviee
to Juhovah God and therelore are 1rue Judeans. This
does not at all mean that they have any relation what-
spever with the so-called commereial ““Jews”” or selfish
Yiddish people who make eold their god; but it does
mean that these of the remnant are entireiy devoted
to Jehovah and his kinadom, The faithful remnant
representatively in a body acecpted the gracious gift
of Jehovah God, to wit, the new name given to them
by Jehovah, and adopted that new name which he had
revealed to them, that is to say, Jchovah’s witnessces,
and from that time [orward they have been known as
“Jehavah’s withesses”. Tn the resolution adopted at
that time, 1o wit, July 26, 1031, reference was made
to the period of the work of the chureh foreshadowed
by the prophet Ilijuh and the names by whieh the
faithful followers of the Lord Jesus had been known
during that period, and then the resolution said: ““ We
are servants of Jehovah God, commissioned to do a
work in his name, and, in obedience to his command-
ment, to deliver the testimony of Jesus Christ, and to
make known to the people that Jchovah is the true
and almighty God ; therefore we joyfully embrace and
take the name which the mouth of the Lord God has
named, and we desirve to be known as and ealtled by the
name, to wit, Jehovah’s witnesses.”” (The Watchtower,
1931, page 279, pavagraph 5) Sinee then the anointed
have been known as and ealled “‘Jehovah’s witnesses’?,
meaning Judeans in fuet, that is, those who are wholly
devoted to the praise and serviee of Jehovah God.

¢ Belshazzar, after having Daniel identify himself,
then said: ‘I have even heard of thee, that the spirit
of the gods is in thee, and that light, and understand-
ing, and excellent wisdom, is found in thee.”’ (Dan.
H:14) 1t iy certain that he had not heard of Daniel
from hig wise men, beeause they would consider it best
to keep Daniel’s name in the davk. Likewise the world
rulers have had no Lavorable report from the modum
clereymen and their ““wise’” assoeiates about Jeho-
vah’s witnesses, because such ““wise men’” prefer to
have Jchovah’s witnesses entirely diseredited. What-
ever report is made about them is adverse. The eleruy
and their allies go even to the point of preventing the
people from hearing the testimony delivered by Jcho-
vah's witnesses: and in this they are ably supported
by Big Dusiness, who own many radio facilitics, and
who deliberately prevent Jehovah's witnesses from
using the radio to proclaim God’s message of truth.
It was the queen mother who brought the informa-
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tion 1o Belshazzar, and it is the honest and fair-minded
men of the wotld today, foreshadowed by the queen,
that bring testimony to the hisher rulers eoncerning
the witnesses of Jehovah; and these honest men have
had to do with opening the way for JeLovah's wit-
nesscs to be heard before the higher governmental
officials, recently at Washington, D.C.

5 The propheey of The Revclation, amone other
things, says: ““And I beheld, and heard an angel fiv-
ing through the midst of heaven, saving with a loud
voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the carth,
by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the
three ancels, which are yet to sound !’ (Rev, 8:13)
Woes were pronounced by the Lord in his messase
delivered and proelaimed at London in 1926 ; Torouto
in 1927; Detroit in 1929; and the clerey had Lreen
unable to explain 1o their coconspirators the meanier
of those woes. When Delshazzar had Daniel bhefore
him, continning to address Daniel he said: ““And now
the wise men, the astrolocers, have been hroucht in
before me, that they should read this writing, and
maliec known unto me the interpretation thercof: but
they conld not shew the interpretation of the thing.”’
(Dan, 5:15) The king acknowledged the utter in-
ability of his wise men to make known the interpreia-
tion of the handwriting on the wall. Their failure v.as
due to the fact that such wise men were the sens of the
Nevil and his servants, and they eould not tell the
truth, and hence they lied. (John 8:44) Likewise,
when the ““woes’ were pronounced, as above stated,
and which eorresponded to the three woes shown by
the handwriting on the wall in Belshazzar’s feast
room, the elergy or “wise men’” of modern Babylon
lied to the other rulers and insisted that what the
“pestiferous Bible Students named Jehovah’s wit-
nesses’? ealled ‘siens from Jehovah God’ were not
from God at all, but that thiese men and womnen who
were going about promulzating a messaze which they
claim to be God's message concerning his great sins
and wonders are in fact impostors. These elergsieon
have gone to the point of saying that Jehovah's wit-
nesses are sceditionists, paciiists, unpatriotie, against
the government, socialists and eommunists, uieom-
promising foes of Christianity, hawkers, peddlers, and
many other like names. Therelore they have insicied
before the higher rulers that no credence should e
given 1o the ‘prattle’ of these witnesses. But the
elergy, or modern *“wise men’’, have not been able 1o
allay the fears of the higher rulers, nor have these
Iving servants of Satan been able to keep the real
and true interpretation of present-day events from
getting 1o the cars of the ruling class, and cpecially

*to those of the ruline class who have a desire to see
fair play. The message of the kinwzdow and the
vengeanee of our God against Satan’s oreanization,
in printed form, has gone into the hands of the rlers
of **Christendom™ and has been widely hroadeast hy
radio throuvhout the land. The rulees livve ben
served with notice and warning, as containeid in Ged's
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message of the truth, and have been plainly told what
they may expect to come upon the world organization.

& If Belshazzar had been satisfied with the answers
given to him by his wise men he would not have con-
tinued to be in great trouble as the Seriptures declare
he was. He hoped to get some satisfactory answer
from Daniel, and therefore said to him: ‘‘And I have
heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations,
and dissolve doubts: now, if thou canst read the
writing, and make known to me the interpretation
thereof, thou shalt be eclothed with scarlet, and have
a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third
ruler in the kingdom.’’ (Dan. 5:16) The opinion of
man, unsupported by authoritative proof, only tends
to raise doubts in the minds of thoughtful men. Bel-
shazzar was in much doubt as to what he had heard
from his wise men, and now he wanted to be informed
of the truth. Today the clergymen boastfully express
their opinion concerning the present-day events, but
their opinions thus expressed are not supported by any
real authority and earry no conviction to thoughtful
men. The word of God used by Jehovah’s witnesses,
the remnant, is not the message of any man, nor the
expressed opinion of man, but is the authoritative
truth of God’s Word, and does away with all doubt
as to the final solution of the world situation. Those
who believe and rely upon God’s Word know what is
coming to pass shortly; and when they speak thereof
they speak with authority from the Lord.

" Daniel was told that if he could give an honest
and satisfactory explanation and interpretation of the
handwriting on the wall he would receive great honor
and distinetion in the realm of the king. But Daniel
was not before the king for selfish gain; and this is
shown by his answer to the king, to wit: ‘‘ Then Daniel
answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be
to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will
read the writing unto the king, and make known to
him the interpretation.’”’ (Dan. 5:17) In presenting
Jehovah’s message before the rulers of the earth at
this present time, and announcing his judgments
against Satan’s organization, Jehovah’s witnesses are
not doing so for selfish gain. They are not asking, nor
are they expecting, to receive any favor from worldly
source. Let the rulers of this world favor their own;
which they will do, of course. This is made manifest
on every occasion when the questions concerning the
truth. are presented before the rulers by Jehovah’s
witnesses. Recently a petition was presented to the
Congress of the United .States relative to the use of
the radio, which petition was signed by many persons
of good will. Some persons have foolishly said that
the presentation of such petition was ‘going to Egypt’,
that is, to the world, for help. That conclusion was
not only foolish, but very erroneous. The petition
asked for no favor from anyone, but does demand that
the rights of God’s people be respected and that they
be permitted to go on with their work without let or
hindrance from any part of the Devil’s representa-
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tives or organization, The occasion of this petition was
similar to what God directed Moses and Aaron to do
in Egypt when appearing before Pharaoh. Such is a
witness against the world powers and to the name of
Jehovah,

8 Those whom Daniel foreshadowed at this point,
namely, Jehovah’s witnesses, began to give answer be-
fore ‘‘the king’’, that is to say, the ruling powers of
the world, particularly from July 26, 1931, and for-
ward, and to do so in an effective manner by serving
upon them the message contained in the Kingdom
booklet, the distribution of which began on the four-
teenth day of September, 1931, and was world-wide,
The clergy were first served with that booklet, and
then their allies, the political and financial element,.
Now modern Babylon’s ‘‘wise men’’ cannot truthfully
charge Jchovah’s witnesses as being peddlers and
hawkers engaged in a commereial enterprise, particu-
larly with reference to the foregoing booklet, because
that was given to them, and many of the clergy
viciously tore the booklet to pieces and used abusive
language against those who brought it to them. Je-
hovah’s witnesses are not peddlers and hawkers in de-
livering any part of Jehovah’s message, and the clergy
know that when they charge them with such their
charges are wholly false. Jehovah’s witnesses are do-
ing their work in obedience to the command given to
them. When before the king Daniel appreciated the
faet that Jehovah had ‘raised him up for that very
time’, and hence he took advantage of the occasion
to make known the judgments of Jehovah God; and
this he did unselfishly and without fear, favor, or hope
or promise of reward.

® In this day only Jehovah’s witnesses identify ‘‘the
higher powers’’ properly. They know and publicly
deelare that the ‘‘higher powers’’ consist of Jehovah
God and Christ Jesus. They point to the supremacy
of Jehovah, and prove their contention by the histor-
ical facts as well as the inspired Word of God. Any-
one who holds that a man or company of men or any
organization on earth constitutes any part of the
‘‘higher powers’’ mentioned by the apostle in Romans
13: 1 shows that he does not understand and does not
appreciate God’s Word. The faithful anointed rem-
nant well know that Jehovah is supreme and that his
Chief Executive Officer at the temple is directing the
work of God’s organization on earth, and that no man
is entitled to eredit or honor therefor. As did Daniel,
so do they give all honor, credit and praise to the
Most High.

10 Tn a few words Daniel covered much of the history
of man from the time of Eden onward: ‘‘O thou king,
the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father
a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour.”’
(Dan. 5:18) Nebuchadnezzar here mentioned repre-
sented Lucifer, to whom was given the overlordship
of the earth prior to his rebellion in Eden. It was to
Lucifer that God committed the rulership of the
world; and becoming wicked, he was thenceforth
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known as ‘“that old serpent’’, ‘“the devil.,”’ ‘the father
of les,” and his offspring are designated the ‘seed of
the Serpent’, and which seed of the Serpent was rep-
resented by Belshazzar and his lords and wise men and
others of his official orgunizaiion. After the rchellion
of Satan Jehovah gave nothing to Satan nor to his
seed ; henee verse eighteen, ahove quoted, applies spe-
cifically prior to the rcbellion in Eden. On a previous
oceasion Danicel had said to Nebuchadnezzar: ‘It is
thou, O king, that art grown and become strong {like
a great tree in the midst of the carth]: for thy great-
ness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy
dominion 1o the end of the carth.”” (Dan. 4:22)
Daniel had also stated to Nebnehadnezzar: ¢ Thou, O
king, art a king of kines: for the God of heaven hath
given thee a kinedom, power, and streneth, and alory.
And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts
of the field, and the fowls of the heaven, hath he given
into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them
all., Thou art this head of gold.”” (Dan, 2:37, 35)
Thus Daniel had spoken of Lucifer as he had appeaved
at the beginning and hefore the rebellion. Lueifer,
now Satan, turned his organization into wickedness,
and at the point of the propheey eoneerning the feast
of Belshazzar the king Belshazzar there represented
the ‘seed of the Serpeny’.

1 Lueifer had been entrusted with the power of
death, which power, of course, was to be used in har-
mony with the will of God and against those willfully
disobeying God, (1leh. 2:14) Lucifer did not use his
power as authorized ; likewise his representative Nebu-
chadnezzar improperly used his authority : ‘ And, for
the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and
languages, trembled and feared before him: whom
he would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive,
and whom he would he set up, and whom he would
he put down.”” (Dan. 5:19) Satan was never author-
ized to use his power tyreunieally; nor has any man
been authorized to be a tyrant. Now there are many
who tremble before the debased Luecifer, who is Sa-
tan, and which people are, because of fear, Devil
worshipers., Jehovah's servants do not tremble before
the Devil, but they fear and worship Jehovah God.
God does not permit the Devil to do as he would
against men who are faithful to Jehoval; and this is
shown by the experienees of Job. (Job 1:12; 2:4-6;
John 19:10,11) Satan has used his power auto-
cratieally and despotically in his attempt to be like
the Most ITigh and to turn people away from Jehovah,
It is true that Nebuchadnezzar destroved Jerusalem;
but he did so only by permission of Jchovah and as an
instrument employved by Jehovah to aecomplish 1lis
purpose in executing His righteons judgment against
a rchellious people. (Jer., 25: 8, 9) Pride with pros-
perity always leads to disaster. That was true in
Nebuchadnezzar’s case. Henee said Daniel coneerning
him: “But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind
hardened in pride [and his spirit was hardened that
he dealt proudly, E.V.], he was dcposed from his
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kingly thione, and they took his glory from him.”’

(Dan. 5:20) Nebuchadnezzar econtinued in his selfish
and proud schemes for such a long time that he con-
cluded that he was master of his own destiny and that
his actions were not subjeet to Jebovah’s permission
or disapproval. That was exactly the spirit of Lucifer,
and which led to his downfall. Another example of
pride and presperity was that of Uzzitnh, one of the
kings of Israel, who also met disaster, (2 Chuen,
26:11-23) Ncbuchadnezzar brought his beastly in-
sanity upon himself by his wrongful conrse. God was
in no wise responsible for that madness, any more than
Cod is responsible for the heastly madness of the
modern rulers of “‘Christendom?”. (Dan, 4:29-37;
Luke 21:24) Jehovah did not say, as his message
delivered by Daniel shows, “‘I will ercate in him «
beast’s heart,” but he did say, *‘Let a bheast’s heart be
given unto him {bhy another|.”” (Dan. 4:16) Doubt-
less Glod permitted a wicked spirit, a part of Satan’s
organization, to take control of Nebuehadnezzar, just
as he permitted wicked spirits to get control of the
herd of swine. (2 Chron, 18:18-22; Matt, §:25-32)
God has permitted the same evowd of wicked spivits
associated with Satan to imprison the “sons of (fod””
who sinned in Noah's dayv. By reason of his own fall
Nebuchadnezzar found himself in a shiameful and in-
sane condition, and when his heart was Tilted up and
he was hardened in pride God took away his thrune
from him,

12 Nebuchadnezzar was like a wild beast, and Daniel
called this to the attention of Belsharzar: ““And he
was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was
make like the beasts, and his dwelline was with the
wild asses; they fed him with grass lile oxen, and
his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew
that the most high God ruled in the kinzdom of men,
and that he appointeth over it whomsorver he will.”’
(Dan, 5:21) At the end of the seven years deseribed
Ncbhuehadnezzar eame to know that Jehovah, ““the
most hich God,’’ is the ruler; but Belshazzar his son
had failed to learn that great truth, and Dantel was
remindine him of that fact. The “‘scven times’’ of
the Clentiles ended in 1914, and, like Delshazzar, the
visible rulers of the world failed to then learn the
vital truth that Jehovah is God, althoueh they had
been told of it time and time again, ITad they learned
this great and all-important truth they would net have
held a modern feast, such as Belshazzar held, and
which present-day world eavousal was foreshadowed
by his feast. The modern rulers failed to give Liced
to the fact that Jehovah sets up whomsoever he wills,
and in due time debases those who go contrary to his
will. CGod did not “*set up’’ the selfish vulers of the
earth, nor did he set up the proud and sclf-exalted
pope, the cleray, and other like austere men., God
sets up what the world considers the “lLasest’” or
lowest, that is to say, Christ, who abased himnself, an'?
whom Jehovah God has exalted even as he had eansed
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to be foretold by his prophets. (Ezek. 21:26, 27; Dan.
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4:17) In 1931 Jehovah Clod by his withesses brousht
this great fact {o the attention of the rulers of this
wotld, hut they failed to give heed thereto or to learn
any part of such grcat and important truths.—7")e
Walchinwer, 1931, paves 277, 278,

13 The prond failed to take warning, and refived
to humble themselves before the mighty hand of God,
just as DBelshazzar failed to take warning and humbie
himself before CGod. Thercfore said Daniel: ““And
thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine
heart, though thoun knewest all this.”” (Dan, 5:22
When the Warkd War eame the ralers were told ihat
that was in fulfilient of propheey, marking the end of
Satan's power and rule, and the end of their own pove-
cr and rule, and that God’s kingdom was now at hand;
but they failed and relused to give heed thereto, Sinee
1918 the purpose of Jehovah to destroy the organiza-
tion of this wicked world has been repeatedly told 1o
the rulers as a notice and warning 1o them; heaee
they ean never plead iznoranes eoncernine Jehovah's
King and his kinedonr. With the completion of the
‘pouring out of the seventh vial’, which pouring out
beean in 1928, “Christendom?”” has reecived full no-
tice that she is weizhed in the balanee, is found want-
ing, and is going 1o be destroyed, Tt is the hand-
writing on the wall; and the rvulers, althonuh heing
informed, refuse to repent and refuse to eease intop-
fering with Jehovah’s witnesses in earrving the mes-
sawe of truth to the people, They show their stubborn-
ness and disresard of God'’s Word by contiuning to
oppuse the delivering of the testimony by Jehovah's
witnesses, These facts have reeently been presented
to the Congress of the United States, at the hearing of
which Bie Busiuess, the elerry, and the political vep-
reseniatives were present; and instead of giving heed
to the message and dcknowledging Jehovah God as
supreme, such rulers, like Belshazzar, uppealed 1o
their own ““wise men’’, including the clerey, and
inore Jehovals witnesses and 11y message of truth,
and by their eourse of action they continue to reproach
the name of Jehovah the Most Hich, They have heerd
the truth and have had full opportunity to know what
course to take, but, like Belshazzar, they spurn the
truth,

1 The Lovrd Jesus at the temple as Jehovah’s Chief
Ixecutive Officcr has eaused the warning to be given
to “Christendom’ time and again. As evidence of
such warning there is here eited the “WanNixg™
resolution of July 1931, above referred to, also the
Eingdoin bLeoklet, the Crisis booklet, and other like
hooklets sinee distributed. Instead of ziving hedd {o
this me-sage of warning from the Lovd the rulers of
the world foreshadowed by Belshazzar have ridieuled,
reproached and persecuted Jehovah’s witnesses, and
held them up to scorn hefore others, and have thus
lifted up themselves ngaingt Jehovah even as did Bel-
shazzar. Said Danicl: ““But hast Iifted up thyseld
against the Lord of heaven; and they have brouuht
the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy
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ords, thy wives, and thy conenbines, have drunk wine
in them ; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wocd, and stone, which see not,
nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy
breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not
alorified.”” (Dun. 5:23) The wicked conduet of the
modern rulers of *“Christendom’’ in persceuting Je-
hovah's wiinesses is in faet against ““the Lord of
heaven’’, heeause these witnesses bring not their own
message, but the message from the Lord God. These
matters have been plainly stated hefore the rulers of
the present day in the publications above mentioned,
and alse in Vindicntion, Books Oue, Two, and Three,
The ruders, instead of giving heed to Cod’s messaue,
have continued to drink the wine of Babylon, make
tiwm=elves deunk, and use Jehovah’s witnesses in a
disgraceful way to amuse themsclves,

131t was ‘the fineer of Almighty God’, that is to
say,-his beloved Son Christ Jesus, that did the writing
upon Delshazzar’s bhanguel hali: Y Then was the part
ot the hend sent from him ; and this writing was writ-
tew,”” (Dan, 5:24) Sinee Jehovah has poured out his
spirit unpon all his faithful witneses he has sent forth
thiese witnes<es and used them to write his messane of
truth ‘upon the wall” of reveling ““Christendom ™, but
thie ruters have ignored and despised the message and
wickedly perseented the messengers,

¥ Belshazzar's feast of wine-drinking and debanche
ery did not cease after the handwriting appeaved; on
the coutrary, the misuse of the golden vessels of tie
temple esmtinued, Likewise during the time the anti-
typical placues were being poured out upon the world,
irom 1426 10 1029, the earousal of “ Christendom’ hag
eontinued and those partieipating therein have in-
ereased their hatred and bitterness toward Jelovah's
witnesses, During reeent years the faithful remnant,
under the direction of Jehovah's Chicf Ofiicer, have
continued to boldly, plainly and tearlessly inform
cChristendom’” that this world organization is that
of the Devil, That message deliverdd, and the reae-
tion of ““Chuistendom?? thereto, is all well summed up
in the words of Jehovah’s prophet Daniel spoken to
Belshazzar on the oceasion of his frast, to wit: ““And
this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE,
TEKEL, UPILARSIN.' (Dan. 5:25) From an au-
thority on oriental literature the foliowing is quoted:
“These mysterious words are Aramaie. They are ren-
Gered on the margin of RV, ‘Numbered, numbered,
weighed, and divisions’; Phavsin being the plural of
tie noun peres, Mene being the regalar passive parti-
viple of its verb in the Peal species, and Tekel bong
regarded as likewise a passive partieiple, with the
vocalizetion which is traditionally given to it changed
from fekil to tekel to eonform to the sound of mene’,
These letters were not voealized as written on the wall,
: ud might have becn pronounced in a variery of ways,
mven il the eorrect pronunciation had occurred to
rne of the wise men as among several possibilities, he
had no means of establishing the correctncss of his
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reeding or of interpreting the words.—Davis Dic-
tionary of the Bible, page 491. (See also McClinteck
& Strong’s Cyclopedia, Vol VI, page 89,)

17 Phe king and his ecompany of revelers had scen
the handwriting on the wall in this strange language,
and now they must be told what it meant. Had they
been entirely sober they might have been able to read
the words, even thouszh they did not get an under-
standing thercof. Daniel, who foreshadowed Jehovah's
witnesses, God now used to both read and interpret
the strange words. Likewise ‘‘Clhristendom’ had
heard the words conecerning God's kingdom and the
fall of Satan’y orgunization at Armaneddon, and had
heard these words repeated time and again, 1ad
“Christendom” been sober her wise men might have
read them with some understandine; but, being drunk
with the wine of Bahylon, they neither properly read
nor understood. But it is the will of Glod that ¢‘Chris-
tendom’ must be told coneerning the words and the
meaning of the “*handwriting on the wall”’, particu-
lnvly as from 1926 to 1929, whan this message was de-
livered to *“ Christendom’” in fulfilment of these words,
The interval between 1929 and 1930 afforded the rul-
¢is time to investieate and learn, and thne to deter-
1iine what attitude they would take toward God and
lis people, and their work being done on carth. In
ihe booklet Freedom for the Poople, distributed in
1927, Big Busincss, conscienceless politicians and
hypoeritical religion were exposed, and, among other
things, these words were used: “The Word of God
:nd the physieal faets prove that ‘orcanized Chris-
tianity’ or ‘Christendom’ is a failure,’’ that is to say,
i3 weighed in the balanee and found wanting. The
rietropolitan press took notice of the message in ful-
f'lment of the ‘‘handwriting on the wall” and de-
rounced Jchovah’s witnesses who delivered the mes-
sage as the ‘uncompromising foes of organized Chris-
tianity’, Seven ycars later, to wit, in 1934, before a
Congressional committee at Washington, D.C., one of
the representatives of ““orgunized Christianity”” placed
in evidence hefore such Congressional eommittee the
booklet Freedom far the People, containing the mes-
sage of warning, and called attention to that message
s the reasoan for refusing Jehovah'’s witnesses the use
of radio facilities to proclaim (od’s Word of truth,
Thus ““Christendom’s’’ representatives admit that
they have scen the ‘‘handwriting on the wall’’ and
that they saw it in 1927. “‘Christendon’ and her
representatives are therefore estopped from ever be-
ing heard io say that they did not sce the ‘‘handwrit-
ing on the wall’”. They adimit that they saw it; but
now, how ahout the interpretation?

8 Daniel, by the gruce of (lod, was used to give the
interpretation of the mystic words, as he said, ““This
is the interpretation of the thing’” (vs. 26); which
message the king and his revelers had seen, but they
were too drunk and Dblind to appreeiate the meaning
thereof. Likewise the rulers of ¢‘ Christendom’’, drunk-
en with the wine of Satan’s organization, were and
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are dull-eyed and cruel of heart and slow of under-
standing. They read the words, but they understand
not, It was in 1918 that the great Judge, Christ Je-
sus, came to the temple and began judgment. Con-
cerning the clergy of “Christendom’’ and their allics
the words of Jchovah’s prophet now apply, which
words Jesus quoted, to wit: “Therefore they could
not helicve, hecanse that Lsalas said aguin, He [Je-
hovah] hath blinded their eyes, and hardencd their
heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor
understand with their heavt, and be converted, and
I should heal them. These things said Isaias, when
he saw his elory [Jchovah’s glory in the temple], and
spike of him.”” (John 12:39-41; Tsu. 6:9,10) The
fulfilment of the interpretation began upon “‘Chris-
tendom™” and began to be told to ““Christendom”” ¢n
July 26, 1931, when the message contained in the
booklet The Ningdom, the Hope of the World, accom-
panied by the resolution of *‘Warning’’, was spoken
and widely broadeast, and later distributed throuch-
out ‘‘Christendom’’, and especially among the rulers
of “Christendom”, Then was made known for the
first time the ‘‘new name’’ that Jehovah gave to his
people and by whieli name, that is, Jchovab’s wit-
nesses, they are now known and recognized by the
rulers of ‘“Christendom’’,

WHOM DANIEL FORESHADOWED

9 Daniel gave the interpretation, which foreshid-
owed the interpretation of Jehoval'’s message of the
present day, 2lcne means “‘numbered’”’. The repeat-
ing of the word or writing upon the wail twice, as
stated in the text, shows two numbevings. Danicl
knew that God had numbered Babylon, the world
power, and this he had learned from the prophecy of
Jehovah uttered by Jeremiah; and Daniel so stales,
(Dan. 9:1,2; Jer. 25:11-13) Jehovah numbered not
ouly typieal Babylon, but also Satan’s oreanization,
the Greater Babylon, symbolized by his woman, The
divine statement at Genesis 3: 15 diseloses that Jeho-
vah then fixed a time ecrtain during whieh he would
not interfere with Satan and his efforts to turn men
away from the true God but would abide his own due
time to raise up a sced by which he would destioy
Satan and his organization. The words written upon
the wall and interpreted by Daniel show two sepuarite
and distinet numberings, the first “mene” of the
numbering of Babylon fixed the end of the ““times of
the CGentiles’’ or beginning of ‘‘the time of the end™’
for Bubylon, and this time is fixed as at AD. 1914,
The seven symbolic times, cach of 360 years, hegiummng
with the destruction of Jerusalem by typical Babylon
in the year 606 B.C., would necessarily end 2,520
vears thercafter, to wit, A.D. 1914, at which time also
the prophecy uttered by Christ Jesus bhegan to be
fulfilled.—Lev.26:18,21. 24; Dan. 12: 4 Matt, 24: 3-8,

2 The seeond ““mene”” would apply to the finishine,
or ending, of Satan’s organization: ‘‘And finished 1t,”’
or, according to the Revised Version, ““and broushe it
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to an cnd.”” The final end comes at Armageddon and
just before which the witness work must he completed.
(Aatt. 24:14,21,22; sce Rev. 18:10,17,19) The
message first promulzated at the Columnbus (Obio)
conveniion July 26, 1031, and which appears in the
heoklet The Ningdom, the llope of the World, gave
forth the notice and warning to the rulers of “Chris-
tendom™ similar to the interpretation which Daniel
gave hefore Delshazzar,

21 The word tekel thal appeared written on the wall
means “‘weighed’. It is from the verb meaning ‘““‘to
balanee”’, and was used by Job: ““Let me be weighed
in‘an even balanee, that God may know mine integrity.
If my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart
walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved
to mine hands.”” (Job 31:6,7) Jchovah’s prophet
Daniel informed DBelshazzar that his kingdom was
done for aud the reason thereof was, as Daniel stated:
“TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting.”” (Vs. 27) The uninferrupted reign
of great Babylon, Satan’s organization, came to an
end in 1914, Tt was then weighed in the balanee and
found wholly wantine, The weighing consumes time,
whieh weiching began when the official Weizhmaster,
Christ Jesus, appeared at the temple of Jehovah, and
he continues weighing until the enforeement of the
sceond ‘““menc’’, when it is completely finished, mark-
ing the final end, and which final end is after the
{'nishing of ‘the preaching of this gospel of the king-
dom’, at swhich time the final cnd comes in the great
tribulation. ““For her [Babylon’s] sins have reached
unto heaven, and God hath remembered her inig-
uities,”” (Rev. 18:5) DBy his prophet Jehovah says:
“We would have healed Babylon |while being
weighed], but she is‘not healed: forsake her, and lct
us go every onc into his own country; for her judg-
nment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to
the skies.”” (Jer. 51:9) She is weighed in the divine
Lialanees, which are impartial and absolutely true and
accurate. ‘A just weight and balanee arc the Lord’s;
all the weights of the bag are his work.” (Prov.
16:11) “‘Surely men of low desree are vanily, and
rien of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balanee,
they are altogether lighter than vanity.”” (I’s. 62:9)
It is during the weighing of Babylon by the Lord
Jesus Christ that the ruling clements of the earth,
pictured by Belshazzar, his wives, concubines, lords
and other ofticers, put on the vestments or garments
by which they identify themselves as anti-God, anti-
kingdom, and as Devil worshipers, henee deserving to
Le slauchtered at Armageddon as Jehu slaughtered
the Devit’s typical erowd.—2 Ki. 10: 18-26,

22 While the weighing progresses Jehovah’s wit-
nesses in obedience to commandment go through
““Christendom’’ and mark those whom God would save
from the slaughter, (Ezck. 9:3-10) Conecrning ¢ Chris-
tendom’’ Jehovah says, ““Thou art found wanting.”’
The message of truth, delivered by Jehovah's wit-
nesses, is God's message, and he direets its prepara-

Fhe WATCHTOWER.

345

tion and furnishes the means of delivery ; and in doing
go he uses radio stations, transcription recording ma-
chines, and a little army of faithful men and women
who go from house to house delivering the message
which other machines have printed. The message of
the Lord declares eoncerning ¢ Christendom’” that she
is ‘weiched in the balances and found wanting’; and
this message is partieularly contained in such as “‘Can
the American Government Endure?” *America’s
End,”’ in T'he Crisis and in like booklets which are
distributed throughout the land called ‘‘Christen-
dom?”’, and alse in ‘“heathen’ lands, so called, where
few Christians reside, Modern Babylon has heen told
that ““the world is sick unto death and is going to
die’”’. The rulers in ““Christendom’ are wanting in
fear of God, and this is shown by the faet that they
spurn his message of truth and continue to profane
the ‘““vessels’”” of Cod, that is, Jehovah’s witnesses.
““Christendom”’ is wanting in love for. God und for
his kingdom, and they show this by continuing the
perseeution of Jehovah’s witnesses, thus diselosing
that they are acting under the dirvection of Gog, Sa-
tan’s chief officer. (Kzck. 38:1,2) ¢“Christendom,”
which is part of Babylon, the Devil’s organization, has
defamed the name of dehovah and deseerated his tem-
ple; henee ““his deviee is against Babylon, to destroy
it ; beeause it is the vengeanee of the Lord, the venge-
ance of his temple’’.—der. 51: 11,

# At Armageddon the rualership of the world will
be snatched away tfrom Satan and taken over by Christ
Jesus,  Foreshadowing this, Danicl’s interpretation
continues in these words: “PERES; Thy kingdom is
divided, and given to the Medes and Parsians.”” (Dan.
5:28) In verse twenty-five the word ‘‘Pharsin’ or
“Upharsin’’ is used, and which is the plural form of
the verh Peres or Peres, meaning ‘“to split up’?, ““to
deal,”” ““te distribute.”” (Isa. 58:7; Lev. 11:3,4) In
verse twenty-five the plural ‘‘Pharsin’’ ealls attention
to two dividines or dealings-out, that is to say, the
dealing out of Babylon to Christ in 1914, when the
Devil and his erowd were east out of heaven, ani
the sceond dealing-out, which takes place at the battle
of Armageddon, when the organization of Satan is
destroyed and the ruling of the world completely
1aken over by Christ Jesus. Daniel’s use of the word
““‘Peres’’, in the singular in verse twenty-cight abov
quoted, seems to apply specifically to the final divid-
ing or splitting-up, at Armageddon,

24 Satan eombines all his forees in his orgauization
that are on the earth; hence the wovrds ‘‘thy kingdom
is divided’” do not mean Satan’s orgsnization falls
by reason of internal dissension and division. This
isnet the ‘dividing’ mentioned in Revelation 16:17-19.
The rule of the world will he foreibly snatehed away
from Satan at Armageddon by Christ Jesus the Con-
queror; and coneerning this the prophet Duaniel re-
cords his vision which Le had in the first year of the
rcign of Belshazzar, to wit: ‘I saw in the night vi-
sicns, and, behold, one like the Son of man came
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with the elouds of heaven, and came to the Anecient
of days, and they brought him near bhefore him,
And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan-
euzges, should serve him: his dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, whieh shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. And the
kingdom and deminion, and the greatness of the king-
dom under the whele heaven, shall be given to the
people of the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom
is an everlasting kimgdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him.”’—Dan, 7:13, 14, 27.

23 The rulership taken from Babylon, as the record
states, was ““given to the Medes and Persians’. The
dividing of the kingdom seems {o support the conclu-
sion that there are two divisions of the eonquering
forces, to wit, the unscen aud the scen. These two
divisions of eonquering forees seem 1o be symholized
by the ram’s ““two horns’’ mentioned by the prophet:
““The ram which thou vawest having two horns ave the
kings of Media and Persia.’’ (Dan, 8:20) The Servip-
tures always give precedence to the Medes, They are
mentioned as a very anelent people, the sons of Ja-
pheth. The Medes seem Lo symbolieally represent the
invisible orzanization of the Lord tiod, which inclndes
cherubim, seraphim and angels. Persians are Serip-
turally mentioned as picturing Christ Jesus; henee in
the prophueey of Danicl the Persinn ruler scems to
more particularly picture the ancinted ones of Jdeho-
vah on carth, members of the Christ, to wit, the rem-
nant.—Isa, 45:1-3,

% Tt is the invisible army of Jchoval, led hy Christ
Jesus, that will destroy Satan’s organization. ““The
burden of Babylon, whieh Tsaiah the son of Amoz did
see. Behold, I will stir up the Medes aguainst them,
which shall not reeard silver; and as for wold, they
shall not delight in it, Their hows also shall dash the
young men to picees; and they shall have no pity on
the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare chil-
dren. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the heauty
of the Chaldees’ exeelleney, shall be as when God over-
threw Sodom and Gomorrab.”” (Isa, 13:1,17-19)
“Make bright the arrows ; gather the shiclds: the Lovd
hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the Medvs:
for his deviee is against Babylon, to destroy it; be-
eause it is the vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance of
his temple, . . . They are vanity, the work of errors:
in the time of their visilation they shall perish.”” (Jer.
51:11-18) In the execution of Jehovah's judgment
against Satan’s organization ‘all the saints’ have a
part. (Ps, 149:6-9) The part to he performed by the
division of God’s army on carth is mervely ithat of
deelaring the day of the vengeance of our Ciod, culling
attention to the ‘“‘handwriting on the wall”’, and an-
neuneing Jehovah’s purpose to destroy Satan’s rule
and give the rulership of the world to Christ Jesus,
Such is the very part the remnant have been having
and doing particularly since 1925, The ‘handwriting
on the wall’ has been explained to the rulers, and now
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the remmant is engaged in telling the people of good
will what is about to ecome to pass and in instrocting
them in the way of the Lord. Now Jehovah s withieses
are engaged in a world-wide distribution of the mes-
sage ‘‘Dividing the Pcople’’, that those of guod will
may see the right way and have opportunity to tuke
it in order that they may veeeive the favor of Jehoval
in-the greatest of all erises, just ahcad.

?7 Belshazzar the king had given his word that the
one who could show the meaning of the handwriting
on the wall should be rewarded. {Dan, 5:7) Probably
Belshazzar did not enjoy the divine message which
Danicl delivered in response to his question. Probabiy
he did not then believe what Daniel said, bhut, havine
given his word, he would keep it: ““Then commanded
Jelshazzar and they elothed Daniel with searviet, and
put a chain of zald about his neck, and made a proe-
lamation concerning him, that he should be the third

‘ruler in the kingdom.”” (Dan. 5:29) While it is true

that the king Delshuazzar deerced that Danidd shonld
be mwade ““third ruler in the kivedom’?) Daniel did vot
assume the daties of that office during the reign of
Delshazzar, because Belshazzar was slain that very
nicht. Daniel satistaetorily explained the handwriung
on the wall, and his exaltation by Delshazzar surely
broucht gicat chacsrin 1o Dabylon’s wise.men, This
seems to elearly correspond to Iaman’s being com-
pelled to lead a horse on which Mordeeai rode throueh
the public streets and to announee to the people thut
Mordeeat was one honored by the king. (Listher
6:4-12; see Preservation, page 132) Just what re-
lationship this partieular part of the propheey may
hear to Jehovah’s witnesses and te their position in
the near future would be a mere guess, and henee the
gttess wottkd better not be made.

#* On that same day that Babylon fell Daring tie
Mede beeame the ruler of the nations of the world;
and the Seriptures show Darius pietured the supremne
ruler. Darius carried out the deerce that Belshazzar
had announced, and made Daniel the third ruler in
the kingdom, this being the order: jivst ruler, Darius;
seeond, Cyrus; and third, Danicl. (Dan, 6:1-3) Cor-
responding {o this, at the complete fall of Babylou,
which is Satan’s oreanization, including ““Christen-
dom?”’, the order of the rulers of the world will be
this, to wil: first, or supreme ruler, Jehovah; second,
Jesus Christ ; third, the members of the Lody of Christ,
and henee the ““faithful and wise servant’ elass,
whom Duaniel foreshadowed.—1 Cor, 11: 3.

2 While Belshazzar aud his lords were feasting
handwriting appeared en the wall, and shortly there-
after Belshazzar and bis revelers were slain, ‘i'he
‘handwriting’” has now appeared on the wall of
“Christrndom”’, and Ler doom is scaled. 1t is eertain
that Satan’s seed, that is, those who now rule the carth,
will be destroved. ““In that nicht was Belshazzer the
king of the Chaldeans slain.”? (Dan, 5: 303 The Bible
does not diselose who slow Belshazzar. What profane
history has to say about it deserves no consideration.
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It was the ageney of Jchovah that did the slaying;
henee theve is pictured the work of Jehovah’s Kxeeu-
tioner enforeing the divine judement, which is alrveady
written against Satan’s organization. At Armageddon
those who have long ruled the world in wickedness,
and have oppressed the human race and shamefully
dishonored God’s holy name and his kingdom, will
come to an end, and Christ Jesus will do the execent-
ing of all the wicked ones.

3¢ At this point in the world’s history embraced
within the propheey Babylon as a world power ceased,
and the rule of the Medes and Persians there beean:
““And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being
about threescore and two years old.”” (Dan. 5:31)
The name ““Darius’’ means *‘cocreer, or, econservator’”’,
In fact, Darvius did coeree Babylon completely and pre-
scerved or conserved Daniel the faithful servant and
prophet of Jehovah (fod. It is said that Darius was
a kinsman, that is, the uncle, of Cyrus, and probably
syrus was the heir of Darius. This scems to suggoest
that Darius the Mede pictures the supreme power,
Jehovah himself) the Most High. Ile began his reign
as the world ruler at the fall of Babylon, whieh cor-
responds or pictures the fall of Satan’s organization,
amd Darius there pictures Jehovah, who is, of course,
the First Ruler in the great universal kingdom. Cyrus,
the second ruler, pictures Jehovah’s ““heir of all
things’’, that is, Christ Jesus, to whom Jehovah gives
the kingdom and all the nations of the earth as a
possession. (Ps. 2:8) 1le is the one with whom Jcho-
vah asseciates himself in the destruction . of Satan’s
organization, The fact that the seripture tells that
Darius was abont sixty-two years old when he beeame
the first ruler of the world power would further in-
dicate that he theve pictured Jdchovah, ‘“the Ancient
of days.”’—Dan, 7:9.

3t At the fall of Babylon Darius the Mede, rather
than Cyrus the Persian, is made foremost; and this
would scem to say that as the result of the battle of
Armageddon Jchovah the great King, who is the
Supreme One, is made known 1o all ercation that lives,
and that his name is fully vindicated, and he is scen
to be above every creature, including his beloved Son,
Christ Jesus, the world’s King. All sceular historians
have diffienlty in identifying Darius the Mede, and
do not mention him by name, but do give promincnce
to Cyrus the Persian. The Bible makes known Darius:
and this corresponds to the further faet that the rulers
in this world do not know Jehovah God, and that they
make mention of his name only in derision, while at
the same time they give prominence to the name of
Jesus Christ, even though they do so for a selfish
reason. After Armageddon all shall know Jehovah,

32 Jehovah, by permitting his people to have some
understanding of the propheey at this time, is further
manifesting his loving-kindness toward his anointed
aud thus he brings great comfort to them even as he
has in his Word given promise to do. (Rom. 15:4)
The faet that Dunicl survived the fall of Babylon aud
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lived even wnto the third year of the reign of Cyrus
the Persian king (Dan, 10: 1) would suggest that the
Greater Darius (The Conservator, Jehovah) will kecp
alive at least a part of the remnant during the battle
of Armageddon and grant to them some service on
earth after the battle, which serviee will be to the
honor and glory of Jehovah’s name. ‘‘Great is Je-
hovah, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our
God, in his holy mountain, Beautifu! in elevation, the
joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides
of the north, the city of the great King. God hath
made himself known in her palaces for a refuge.”
~Ps. 48:1.3, ARV,

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

€ 1. Account for Daniel’s being in Babylon at the time of
the event here under considerution. Show that the record
of bis integity and experience ig a propheey,

% 2, 3. Explain the prophetic significance here of Daniel’s he-
ing brought before the king, and of the inquiry made by
the king concerning Duniel’s identity.

9 4. What information had eome to the king concerning Danted,
and how had it reached him? What is foreshown therein?

% 5, G. Relate the facts which show that, in fultilment ot verscs
15 and 16, the modern ‘wise men and astrologers’ have
heen given an gpportunity to read the handwriting and to
interpret it, but have been unable to do so. Aeccount tor
their fialure, and deseribo the methods employed by thein
to coneeal their ek of wisdom,

¢ 7, 8. llow did the king’s offer of reward appeal to Damel?
What has taken place to show that at that point ulo
Danicl foreshadowed Jehovah’s witnesses of the present
time?

T 9, 10. When and how does verse 18 apply? Point out other
statements by Daniel which support that conelusion,

T 11-15. In verses 18-21, of whom was Duricl speaking? Com-
pare Lucifer and Nebuchwdnezzar, according to this reeord,
in points of position, source of authority, evurse of action,
and result of such course. Why did Duniel eall Belshazzar s
attention to those fucts concerning Nebucehadnezzar, nnd
to the further fuets declared in verses 22 and 237 Show
that the rulers of ‘“Christendom’’ have received motice
and warning and that they have failed to use their priee
ilege or to meet the responsibility brought to their attention,

§ 16-15. Ifow, in fulfilment of the prophetic picture, is it
shown that the revelry continued even after the appearing
of the writing on the wall? Was this justiticd, and why,
in view of the fact that they were unable to read and ua.
derstand the wiiting? What was the writing, and the
interpretation thereof, as revealed by God to Daniel and
by him made known to the king? What are the fuets
which show that the ‘handwriting on the wull’ and ¢is
interpretation’ have been made known to the rulers of
CChristendom’?, and the further fucts which elearly dis-
close why they have failed to profit thereby?

T 19-25. With illustrative related seriptures, expluin the mean-
ing and applieation then, and the prophetic meaning urd
appliention, (1) of “* MENE??, and of its being 1opeated,
(b) Of “*TexrEL’’, (¢) Of ““TPUARSIN’?, or (asin verse uh)
fepEsDS??,

% 26. What is herein clearly seen as to whom Duniel fore-
shadowed and what wuas foreshown by his reading the
writing on the wall and making known its interpretation
as revealed to him hy Jeliovah?

T 27, 23, Wus Belshazzar’s word fulfilled concerning rewnrd
to the onc who could read and interpret the bandwriting
on the wall? What is foreshown therein?

29, What further event took place that night? By whom was
it accomplished? and what is pietured therein?

30. What is the prophetic signifieance of the recorded state-
ment of verse 31, and of the relationship and pesition of
Cyrus and of Duniel in that kingdom?$

¢ 31. Compare the Reriptural record and seeular history in
point of prominence given to Darius the Mede nnd to
Cyrus the Persian, and account for the contrast,

32. What does Duniel 10: 1 suggest in regard to the roms-
nant during and afier Armageddon?
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TEMPTATION AND FALL OF ECCLESIASTICISM

nations, Catholic and Protestant, which have

united with the financial and politicul elements
of the carth to form the governing or controlling factors
to ru'e the world. Mo these ecclesiastics the Devil pre-
sented the three great temptations, These temptations
he had also presented to Bve in the garden of Eden.
She yielded and fell. The same three temptations
were presented to Jesus by the Devil, and Jesus re-
sisted all of them and gained the victory, And now
mark how they were presented to the ceclesiastical
systems and how these have all fallen to the wiles of
the Devil and have heeome a part of his organization,
the evil world.

The Seriptures declare that God does not tempt
anyone. The apostle James (1:13-15) writes: “‘Let
ne man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth
he any man: hut cvery man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when
lust hath conceived, it brineeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.”” It was the
desire of these ceelesiastical leaders for honor and
power that led them into temptation,

Jesus Christ is the great Shepherd of the flock of
God. (Ileb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:23) In the organization
of the church the Lord provided for undershepherds,
designating them as overseers and teachers. Upon these
is enjoined the duty and obligation of feeding the
flock of (fod, to unselfishly look well to the interest of
such (1 Pet. 5:2-4), and not to lord it over the people
of the Lord. Contrary to the Word of God, the elee-
tive elders or shepherds of the denominational chureh-
es in earlier eenturies organized eouncils, synods, pres-
byteries, and like bodies politie, elected their own
members to the high offices of popes, eardinals, bish-
ops, doctors of divinity, reverends, and so forth, and
thus formed and ereated what are properly termed the
ecelesiasties of ““Christendom”, the hizh personages
in the denominational churches, Catholic and Protes-
tant, God did not tempt these men so to do. Of their
own desire were they led to these steps; and thereby
they laid themselves open to the great Tempter, who
promptly prosented to them temptations similar to
those whieh were presented to Eve and Adam and
later to Jesus Christ; namely, the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the cye, and the pride.of life.—1 John 2: 13-17.

Consider, first, the lust of the flesh (or body): The
power gained by the ccelesiasties in the chureh, by
reason of their position, they have used for their own
selfish purposes. They have fed themselves and let
the flock of God go without attention. (lizck, 34:8)
Selfishly they have advanced their own private in-
terests, permitted the people to go without spiritual
food, and thereby have caused a famine in the land
for the hearine of the Word of God. Yielding to the
temptation to use their powers for selfish purposes,
they fell.—Amos 8:11.

r l TIIE term ‘‘ecclesiastieism’’ applics to all denoni.

Second, st of the eves (6r mind): Desiring to
possess the seduetive things of this world, and to he
almired by men rather than be approved of God, the
clergy have yiclded to the lust of the eycs; they have
clothed themselves in searlet and long, floying robes,
decked themselves with jewels, and have arrogantly
assumed a form of godliness while denying the power
thereof. They fell ready vietims to this {emptation,
—2 Tim. 3:5.

Third, pride of life: Jesus instrueted his representa-
tives 10 preach the gospel of his kingdom and to await
patiently his seeond eoming, when he wuuld establish
the kingdom, e admonished them to keep themselves
scparate from the world. The ceclesiastics, or cleruy,
have boldly assumed to represent the Lord on the
ezrth. Satan held before themn the temptation that,
as the Lord’s representatives, they eould establish the
kingdom of God on earth without waitine for the
seecond coming of Christ; the condition beine that they
should join hands with the eommercial and political
powers of earth, which were already under the contyol
of Satan., This appealed to thewr ““pride of life””, To
them it was a wonderful thing to brine the capitalists
and the politiciars into the church, They yielded to
this seduetive templation; they set about inmediately
to ebtain eontrol and rulership of the world, without
the aid of the Lord and contrary 10 his Word,

The eleray met the eonditions and they have failed,
They have worshiped the Devil) sanctified war, for
pay have acted as wilitary receruiting officers, and
have resorted to other devilish methods to oain their
selfish and ambitious ends. They have ignored God
and the Lord Jesus, and have waxed rich and power-
ful, while being associated with their allies and under
the direction of the super-mind of the eod of this
world, They have fallen to the temptation, and have
carried out their part of the Devil’s arrangement to
blind the people to Cod’s purposes. They stand seli-
confessedly guilty before God and man.,

The eecclosiasties, to wit, popes, eardinals, bishops,
reverends, doetors of divinity, and theological profes-
sors, have claimed the exelusive richt and authority to
interpret the Seriptures, and presumptuously deny
the rizht of anyone to preach the gospel exeept such
as arc ordained by them. They bave set aside the pure
doctrines of CGod’s Word and throuch their various
organizations have constituted themselves the foun-
tains of doetrines, which doctrines they have sent forth
as a river, claiming such to be a life-giving stream for
the benefit of the people, whereas in truth and in fact
theirs has been a message of fraud and deeeit and a
stream of sickness and death, By these false aud do-
ceptive doctrines thie people have been blinded to the
purposes of God, and his great provision for salvation
has heen hid from their eyes.

Claimine for themselves the exelusive authority to
interpret the Seriptuves, for a long timo the ceclesing-
ties kept the people in ignoranece of the tent of the

348



Noveuzer 15, 1534

Jible hy discouraging them in studying it; but now in
this day of greater cdueation, when the people might
read and understand the Seriptures, these eeclesiasti-
cal leaders boldly and flippantly deny the inspiration
of the Word of God. Foreknowing that they would
take this course, God caused his prophet Jeremiah to
write eoncerning them: “ They bave forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters [source of life and truth],
and hewed them out eisterns {man-made systems and
doctrines}, broken eisterns, that can hold mno water
[really contain no life-giving truth].”’—Jer, 2:13,

For the purpose of turning the minds of the penple
away from the true (lod and blinding them the ce-
clesinsties have tauaht false doctrines, of whieh the
following are a few, and whiceh are sct out here in con-
trast with the truth for the purpose of comparison, to
wit :

The Bible teaches that man was ercated perfeet, and
that beeause of sin he was sentenecd 1o death, there-
by losing perfection of organism and the right to life,

Modern eeelesiastics teach that man is a ereature of
evolution; that he never fell, and never lost the right
to life by reason of sin,

The Bible plainly states that man is mortal, and
that beeanse of Adum’s sin all are born sinners sub-
jeet to death,

Eeelesiasties teach that all men have immortal souls,
which eannot die, whieh doetrine ix supported only by
Satan’s great lie, nawnely, ‘There is no death.’—(en,
3:4; John 8: 44

The Bible plainly teaches that the wages of sin is
death, and that death and destruetion is the punish-
ment of the willfully wicked.

Eeclesiasties teach that there is no real death, and
that the punishment of the selfish and wicked is eon-
seious torment, cternal in duration; and that to cseape
sueh terrible punishment the people must join their
chureh denominations.

The Seriptures plainly teach that Jehovah is God,
the great First Cause; and that Jesus Christ, his only
beaotten Son, is the Redeemer of mankind,

Seclesiasties teach the unseriptural, God-dishonoring
doetrine of the trinity,

The inspired Word of God declares that Jesus Christ
is the ransomer of all; and that all members of the
human race shall, in duce time, have an opportunity
1o know about the ransom and rcecive its benefits,

Eecclesiastical teachings of evolution, human immor-
tality, elernal torment and the trinity are denials of
the ransom by implication; and now the chiefest
among them deny that Jesus was any more than an
ordinary man, deny that there is any value in his sae-
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rifice, deny the only Lord God and the blood of th
Lord Jesus Christ by which mankind is redecmed.

The Seriptures teach that Christ Jesus is King, the
only One who has the right and authority to rule the
earth in God’s due time.

Ecclesiasties teach the divine right of earthly kings,
whio are made by big business, to rule the people; and
the ecclesiasties have joined hands with big business
and big pelitieians to enforee this rule and to eontrol
the peoples of the earth because, they say, it is the
divine arrangement for them to rule.

Jesus constituted his apostles as the foundation of
the Kingdom, and the Seriptures teach that the apos-
tles have no sucecssors.,

Ecelesiasties have fraudulently claimed to be sue-
cessors of the apostles, and therchy have arrvouated to
themselves great anthority and have attemapted to de-
ceive, and have deccived the people.

The Bible teaches and emphasizes the second com-
ing of Christ, the great Prince of Peace, that he will
take unto himsclf his power to reizn; it admonishes
all the followers of the Lord to faithfully proclaim
this message of his comine kingdom, and to advoeate
and follow peace with all men,

The ecclesiasties teach and advocate war; they have
sanctified war and wrest the Seviptures to justify their
conelusion; they have repeatedly had theiv portraits
made with, and exhibited with, great warriors of the
world; they have turned their church edifices into re-
cruiting stations; they have reecived and aecepted
filthy luere in consideration of renderine serviee for
reeruiting young men for the war, and have willfully
preached them into the trenehes. And now when the
evidenee is plain and conclusive that the old world
has ended, that the Lord for the second time is pres-
ent and that the kingdom of heaven is at hand, the
eeclesiastics ignore the proof, and scorn, ridicule and
perseeute those who dare tell the truth to the people.
Instead of bidding weleome to the King of elory, and
telling the peeple of his kinadom and the blessinas it
will bring they openly unite with the Devil in hig
schemes to eontrol the peoples of the ecarth in a com-
pact designated as the Leacue of Nations; and piously
and frandulently they deeclarve it to be the ““political
expression of the kingdom of God on carth?”’,

Thus ecclesiasticism throughout “* Christendom’” has
undeniably fallen to the temptations whieh Satan has
placed in its path, and now Jehovah God's time is at
hand to clear ceelesiastieism off the face of the carth
that the people of all lands may know that he is Jeho-
vah, the only true and living CGod, the Almizhty and
Most Iigh One, in whom is ne lie or fraud or hypoe-
risy or injustice or anything scifish.

GOD
standeth in the congregation of the mighty: he judy-
eth among the gods. . .. Arise, O God, jidge the
earth: for thow shalt inherit all nafions.~—Psalm 82,



THE ISSUE AND

EVER was it so important as now that the
people know the truth., Mankind’s great

encmy, Satan, is putting forth all his cfforts
to prevent the people from knowing the truth. Many
of the rulers are deceived and blinded by Satan, and
likewise the people are blind to the truth, What, then,
shall be done that the people may know the truth?

God, whose name is Jchovah, does not execute his
purpose in sceret. 1Te gives due notiee of his purposcs.
It was but a brief space of time after the expulsion of
man from Eden that Satan formed a company of men
and eaused them to hypeeritieally call themsclves by
the name of the Lord. The hook of Gcnesis, chapter
four, verse twenty-six (margin), lestifies to this faet.
AMen hurried down the road to wickedness. Satan also
led many of the spirit creatures of God into wicked-
ness, causing them to leave their first estate in God'’s
organization, take on human form as nephilim and
fill the earth with violenee, Beeause of this wickedness
God determined to destroy that wicked generation.
(Gen, 6:7) Before doing so, he sent Noah to bear
witness coneerning his purpose. (2 Pet, 2:5; 1 Pet.
3:20) That which Noah did was prophetie and fore-
told what would come to pass at the end of the world.
Of this there is not the slightest doubt, because Jesus
so declaved.—Matt. 24: 37.

When God would deliver his people from the ep-
pressive hand of the ruler of Egypt, he sent Moses
and his brother Aaron to give testimony before that
ruler and the people,-of and eoncerning his purpose.
{(Ix. 3:18; 4:16; 5:1.4; see also Exodus 6 to 12)
That what was there done by Moses and Aaron, and
what followed thercafter with the Israclites, was
prophetic and foretold similar things which would
come to pass at the end of the world, is also certain.
(1 Cor. 10:11) The prophecies fulfilled disclose two
mighty organizations, to wit, God’s organization and
Satan’s organization, which are at enmity and between
which the war in heaven has been fought, and belween
which there is yet a great war to be fought, involving
all the peoples of earth. It should be expected that
Jehovah God would give due notiee of that approach-
ing confliet by having testimony given in his own good
way, of and eonecrning his purposes.

The great guestion at issue for early determination
by all ereatures is, Who is the Almighty (lod? That
issue must and will have a final determination, beeause
God has so deelared it. When the mighty hunter
Nimrod, under the supervision of Satan, built the
tower of Ba-hel, the purpose was to prove that Satan
was equal to Jchovah God, if not greater. Jehovah
destroyed that tower and confused the speceh of that
people that they might learn that he is the Almighty
God.

When Egypt’s king became arrogant and oppressed
God’s chosen people, the issue then was, Who is the
supreme God? Jchovah demonstrated his supreme
power at that time, that his name and his supremacy
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might be kept before his people for good, and to
demonstrate to Igypt that Jehovah is God.—2 Sam.
7:23.

When the king of Assyria appeared with arrogance
hefore the ancient city of Jerusulem the issue raised
by him then was, Who is the supreme God? Jehovah
destroyed the Assyrian army that the people might
sce who is supreme.—Isa. 36:18; 37:36-38.

Today the world powers of combined ‘‘Christen-
dom’’ give allegiance to Satan the Devil, and ecast re-
proach upon dJchovah, while hypoeritically claiming
to be followers of Christ; and now the great issue is,
Who is the Almighty (iod, and whom shall we¢ obey?
Jehovah has expressed his determination that the issue
shall be settled, and that shortly ; but before doine wo,
he will eause testimony to be given before the nations
and peoples of the world of and concerning his pur-
pose, to the end that the rulers and the people may
have an opportunity to know the trath; and further,
that all mouthg will be for ever stopped from saying
that they had no opportunity to know. That the giving
of such testimony should immediately precede the final
determination of the great issuc is made sure by the
words of Jesus Christ, the great Prophet of Jehovah
God, when he said: *“ Aud this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto
all nations: and then shall the end come. Yor then
shall be great tribulation, such as was not sinee the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall
be.”’—DMatt. 24: 14, 21,

The fuet that God would have this testimony given
before the great time of trouble is proof that he would
thereby furnish a warning to, as well as an oppor-
tunity for, thuse who hear to profit by the faets, break
away from Satan’s organization, and seck safety un-
der the power and protection of Jehovah. It is equally
certain that Satan would do everything within his
power to keep the rulers and the people from hearing
the testimony, to the end that he might hold them in
his organization.

Testitnony is given by witnesses, detailing eertain
faets that bear upon the issue. Who will be witnesses
on the carth to testify to the name of Jchovah Ged
as the Almighty Onc? That question ean be determined
by ascertaining whom God has used on former ocea-
sions when he would bring his name before ereaticn.
Jehovah puts his spirit upon men whom he sends to
deliver his message of truth. That mecans that they
are authorized to speak in his name. e endows such
with power from ou high to act as witnesses for him.
Iis spirit is his invisible power operating according to
his sovereign will. (2 Pet. 1:21) Tt is guite evident
that God eaused a rceord to be made of what he did
in the past, to enable men to better understand what
he will do in the future.

When God organized the nation of Isracl into his
prophetic organization, he provided the priesthood to
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serve that people, and he eaused the priesis to be
anointed with holy oil, thus indicating authority and
approval from Jehovah., The holy oil was a represen-
tation of the holy spirit of God with which he anoints
those who aect in his behelf. Among other duties that
must be performed by the priests of that time was that
they were required to teach the people by informing
them concerningz God’s law and his purposes. (lal.
2:7) The priests of that organization prophetically
foretold a similar class that would serve his real or-
ganization ‘when Zion is builded up’.

Through his prophet Glod foretold the coming of
hiz mighty Son Christ Jesus, the great Prophet of
Jehovah, Concerning the work that e was to do, the
prophet Isaiah (61:1,2) wrote: “‘The spirit of the
Lord God is upon me; beecause the Lord hath anointed
me to preach good tidings unto the meek: he hath sent
me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proelaim liberty
to the eaptives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound: to proelaim the acceptable year of
the Lord, and the day of venzcance of our God; to
comfort all that mourn.”” When Jesus began his earth-
ly work be took up the book containing that propheey,
read it in the hearing of others, and applied it to
himself.

Ile first read: ““The spivit of the Lord is upon me,
beeause he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the eaptives, and reeovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the aceeptalle year of the Lord.
And he began to say unto them, This day is this
seripture fulfilled in your ears.”” (Luke 4:18, 19, 21)
The fact that, in reading the propheey at that time,
Jesus omitted the words, “‘and the day of vengeance
of our Cod,”” must be significant.

IIe¢ knew that he would come again, and that at
his second coming and the end of the world the
‘“‘vengeance of our God’? should be told to the people
before that great and tervible day; and this conclu-
sion is fully supported by what he subsequently said
to his diseiples. (Matt, 24:14,21) In the period of
time elapsing from Pentecost (AD. 33) until the
coming of the Lord to his temple and the building up
of Zion or (iod's organization, his body members, that
is to say, the members of the body of Christ, would
be selected and gathered unto him. The last of these
members on earth would constitute “*the feet of him”’,
as the prophet Isaiah (52:7,8) terms them, and they
must therefore perform the duties designated by the
authority of their anointing.

For three and one-half years Jesus gave testimony
before the people and the rulers, telling of God's pur-
poses. When he stood before the Roman governor
Pilate and responded to the question concerning his
mission on the carth aud as to whether he was a king
or not, he gaid; *“To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I should bear wit-
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ness unto the trath. Every one that is of the truth
hearcth my voiee.”” {John 18:87) Thus he proved
his mission to be that of the great Witness or Prophet
of God, and that all who are really of the truth must
hear and obey lLis voice and must be witnesses.together
with him.—Luke 2¢: 48,

One of the titles given unto Jesus by Jehovah God
iz ‘‘the faithful and true witness’’, (Rev. 3:14) It ig
also stated that his body members must be like him,
(Rom. S$:29) This likeness must of neeessity consisg
in this, that his body members would be wholly and
unreservedly devoted to Jehovah God and delight in
keeping his eommandments. That would mean that
they must be witnesses for Jehovah,

Jehovah’s purpose in having the gospel preached
from the time of Pentecost, filty days after Jdesuy’
resurrection, until the coming of Christ Jesus to Lis
temple was to take out from among men “‘a people
for his name’’. The wily encmy Satan carly began to
carry on his cunpaign to offxet God’s purpose. Well
knowing that he must operate hy fraud and deceit,
he projeeted into the minds of the leaders in the earth-
ly organization of the church the conclusion that the
mission of the church is to convert the world and to
robe it in glory and beauty in preparation for the
seeond coming of Christ Jesus. Satan knew that men
could not do such a thing, but that to follow that
course would keep them busy and would hide God's
real purpose from their understanding,

When aneient Rome adopted a religion and named
it the ““Christizn religion”’, the leaders then began to
carry on a great campaign to compel the people to be-
come members of that ehureh. That meant that Sa.
tan had gotten eontrol of the organization and had
made that organization the ‘‘religion’’ of his organi-
zation, thercfore had made it a part of his organiza-
tion whieh is called ““Babylon’’, Thosc who would not
vield to this influenee were subjected to all manner of
cruel treatment and torture,

The real purpose of the church was entircly lost to
the sight af honest persons, and such was the resalt
of Satan’s wicked influence. As the Jewish Pharisecs
were blind guides of the blind peopte when Jesus was
on ecarth, eveu so the clergy, who ave the counterparts
of the Pharisees, beeaine the blind cuides of the people
in the church, who likewise were blinded to the truth
by Satan’s course of action.

When the eonditions in the Roman chureh bhecame
intolerable. some of the more honest ones broke away
to form what is known as the Protestant ehurch. The
Protestants also fell un.ler the seduetive influence of
Satan, misconecived the purpese of the chureh, and
believed it to be their duty to convert the world to
Protestantism. As a result of this, many bloody wars
followed, espeeially in Europe, hetween the Catholie
and Protestant ehurch organizations. Both of these
great grganizations participated freely in the pelities
of the world and really became a part of the ruliug
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factors. The truth was hid to them, This condition
of misconception of the purpose of the ehureh con-
tinued until the Lord began preparing the way before
Jehovah and the restoration of the fundamental doe-
trints of the truth of God’s Word.—2al. 3:1; 4:5,6;
Mark 9:11, 12,

True Christiznity means the faithful following by
men in the footsteps of Christ Jesus, the Anointed of
CGod. (1 Pet. 2:21) That means entire devotion fo
Jehovah (iod, and not to any man or te any worldly
organization direeted by man, It means that the true
Christians or followers of Christ Jesus must be wit-
nesses to the majesty and supremacy of Jehovah God
and hear testimony to the truth of God's Word. (John
18:37) In order to give testimony of the truth it is
necessary for one to study and to understand the
Word ot God, the IToly Seviptures, which is the truth,
—John 17:17.

“QOrganized Christian religionists” have entirely
overlooked the Scriptural meaning of the sccond com-
ing of Christ Jesas and his kingdom, The Bible testi-
mony is all one way, to wit, that the coming of Chuyist
Jesus and his kinedum is to vindieate Jehovah’s name
by proving that Jehovah is the supreme and true God,
that he is the God of wisdom, justice, love and power,
and from whom all life and blessings flow. The Bible
testimony further is that the kingdom of God under
Christ is a righteous government, which kingdom or
government will vindicate Jehovah’s name and is the
only hove of the peoples of the world, In this year of
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1934, when the nations and peoples a]l over the earth
are in great distress aud perplexity, “‘orgenized Chris-
tian religionists’’ entirely ignore the Scrlmuml testi-
mony as to the cause of this trouble, and how the
world can be brounght out of this depression, and in the
place and stead of the Seriptures they follow the
theories of men and join in all man-made schemes to
relieve mankind. These religionists not only entirely
ignore the causc of the trouble, but appear to be en-
tirely blind to the divine remedy.

The elergy and the politicians pose before the people
as followers of Christ and by word of mouth say, ““We
implicitly believe in divine guidanee,’” and at the same
time entively ivnore the Word of the divine God, whe is.
Jehovah the Most High, No one who is truly devoted
to Jchovali God and his kinedom ean have any part in
the political aflairs of this world, 1f these men, as
they say, did implicitly belicve and trust in the divine
God, then they would follow his Word and would sce
that the great climax of trouble and wickedness is
now upon the earth beeause of Satan, and that soon
God will destroy this wicked oreunization, and in ity
place there shall follow a rule of ecomplete righteous-
ness; and they would teach the people these truths,
and inform them that the kingdom of God alone will
bring relief and blessings, Any persons who would
join forees with socialists or communists or any other
political organization in this day would thereby fur-
nish the conelusive proof that they are not the serv-
ants of Jehovah God, and do not see the issue,
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