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"And all thy children shall be taught o f Jehovah; and 
great shall be the peace o f thy children.” -Latah 5 4 :1 3 .

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
TH AT JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker o f heaven and earth and the Giver 
o f  life to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning o f 
his creation and Ins active agent m the creation of all 
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ m glory, 
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief 
Executive Officer o f  Jehovah.

TH AT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect 
man for the earth and placed him upon it ; that man wilfully 
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by 
reason o f Adam’s wrong act all men are born sinners and 
without the right to life.

TH AT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and 
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every 
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

TH AT JEHOVAH’ S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and 
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King o f the world; that the anointed and faithful 
followers o f  Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of 
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 
privilege it is to testify to the supremacy o f Jehovah, declare 
his purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and 
to bear the fruits o f  the 1-ingdom before all who will hear.

TH AT THE W ORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne o f authority, 
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the 
establishment o f  God’s kingdom on earth.

TH AT THE RELIEF and blessings o f  the peoples o f  earth 
can come only by and through Jehovah's kingdom under 
Christ which has now begun; that the L ord ’s next great 
act is the destruction o f Satan’s organization and the estab­
lishment o f righteousness in the earth, and that under the 
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall be 
restored and live on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

THIS journal is published for the purpose o f  enabling 
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as 
expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction 

specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It provides 
systematic Bible study for all its readers and supplies teachers 
to aid any person or company o f persons engaged in sincere 
Bible study. It publishes suitable material tor radio broad­
casting and for other means o f public instruction in the 
Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter­
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without 
reservation for the kingdom o f Jehovah God under Christ 
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful 
and critical examination o f its contents in the light o f the 
Scriptures. It does not indulge in controversy, and its col­
umns are not open to personalities.

Y e a r l y  S ubscr iptio n  P rice

U n ite d  Sta te s , $ 1 .0 0 ; Canada and  M iscella n eo u s  F oreion , 
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American remittances should be made by Express or Postal Money 
Order, or by Bank Draft. Canadian, British, South African and 
Australasian remittances should be made direct to the respective 
branch ofiices. Remittances from countries other than those men­
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, but by International 
Postal Money Order only.
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British i ..........................34 Craven Terrace, London, W. 2, England
C anadian ................... 40 Irwin Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Australasian . . 7 Beresford Road, Strathfield, N. S. W., Australia 
South African .............6 Lelie Street, Cape Town, South Africa

Please address the Society in every case.

(Translations of this journal appear in several languages.y

A11 sincere students of the Bible who by reason of infirmity, 
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscription price 
may have The Watchtoicer free upon written application to the 
publishers, made once each year, stating the reason for so re­
questing It. We are glad to thus aid the needy, but the written 
application once each year is required by the postal regulations.
Notice to Subscribers: Acknowledgment of a new or a renewal sub­
scription will be sent onlv when requested. Change of address, 
when requested, may be expected to appear on address label within 
one month. A renewal blank (carrying notice of expiration) will 
be sent with the journal one month before the subscription expires.
Entered as Second Class Mail Matter at Brooklyn, N. Y., Postoffice. 

Act of March S, 1879.

YEAR BOOK
The Watchtower is pleased to announce that the Tear Book 

tor  1933 is now ready for mailing. It contains the President’s 
annual report o f the work accomplished by the Lord’s people 
throughout the earth, and tlus will be most encouraging to all 
o f  Jehovah’s witnesses. The Year Book also contains daily 
texts and comments, each o f which will be a real help to the 
anointed; also the year’s text and a short discussion o f it.

We shall appreciate it i f  members o f the companies will 
place their orders with the stockkeeper, so that one shipment 
can be made. This will save considerable shipping expense 
and will also help to make prompt shipments. A limited edition 
has been printed and the usual fifty cents is asked for each 
copy.

ANNOUNCING MEETING PLACE
Where the radio is used to broadcast the Truth, it would be 

well to announce the local meeting place o f the company for 
Bible study. Consent to so announce should be obtained from 
the manager o f the station, and, since the time is paid for, it 
is presumed that this may be done. This will enable the in­
terested to find a place for study and further consideration 
o f  the Lord’s Woid.

CALENDAR FOR 1933
The Calendar, printed by the Society, now ready, contains 

the year’s text and a very beautiful picture in harmonv there­
with. The date pad is specially designed for Jehovah's wit­
nesses. The Calendar will be to the anointed an encouragement 
and help throughout the year. The amount asked for one copy 
is 25e; for 5 or more copies sent to one address, 20c each.

RADIO AND THE PRINTED WORD
All witnessing parties and all individuals who engage in the 

witness work should mention the radio station in their vicinity 
that is broadcasting the w a t c h t o w e r  programs. This often 
proves a means o f opening the way to place the books in the 
hands o f the people. Have in mind that the chief purpose of 
the radio is to call the people’s attention to the truth and then 
furnish the opportunity for them to get a wider understanding 
o f the message concerning the government o f Jehovah by read­
ing what is being printed.

Every one who now participates in the field work in territory 
served by broadcasts of the w a t o iit o w e r  program may have 
a share in telling the people that this unique service is available 
each week. Workers report that distribution o f the radio folder 
(supplied by the Society) is proving to be a convenient and 
effective method o f giving continual public notice o f this pro­
gram while engaging in the house-to-house witnessing.
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"FULNESS OF TIMES”
“ That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth;  even in him.” —Eph. 1: 10.

JEHOVAH is making it clearly to appear to his 
remnant people that he is the all-important one; 
that his Word imports absolute verity, and is not 

subject to change; that his name stands for everything 
that is righteous, and that the climax in the develop­
ment of his purposes is now reached, when all must 
be informed that he is the Almighty God. As the 
“ faithful servant”  class, which are the remnant, see 
and appreciate these great truths they have boldness 
in pushing onward in the performance of the work 
which the Lord has committed unto them.

2 The foregoing text, penned by the Apostle Paul 
at the dictation of the Lord, is briefly explained in 
Light Book One, at page 179, but it seems well that 
The Watchtower elucidate the subject matter somewhat 
further. For many years this text has been much misun­
derstood and misapplied by earnest students of the 
Scriptures; and this is further proof that no man can 
interpret the Scriptures, but that the Lord makes 
known his purposes in his own good time and good 
way. For some time the words of the apostle above 
quoted were understood to mean this: That the “ dis­
pensation”  is the same as an epoch of time; that the 
“ dispensation of the fulness of times”  is that period 
of time beginning with the millennial reign of Christ 
and extending into the ages to come; that the ‘ gather­
ing together’ refers to the restoration of the human 
race in particular during the reign of Christ Jesus, 
during which time all will be brought into one har­
monious family, together with other creatures on dif­
ferent planes; that the “ all things”  has reference to 
the disordered things now existing that shall ultimate­
ly be brought into harmony with God under Christ, 
and all of which is illustrated by the pyramid of 
Gizeh in Egypt, all of which must be made to conform 
to the top stone, which is supposed to be Christ Jesus. 
In the light of God’s plainly revealed truth since the 
coming of the Lord to the temple, the above conclusion 
could not be and is not correct.

* Some of the reasons why the above-stated conclu­
sion is not supported by the Scriptures are here given, 
to wit: There is no scripture which either directly 
or indirectly shows that God has used or ever will 
use the pyramid in Egypt, called ‘ the great pyramid

of Gizeh’, to illustrate any of his purposes or any 
part of his organization. On the contrary, every il­
lustration given in the Scriptures concerning his or­
ganization and his kingdom is a square or cube. Every­
thing with Jehovah is on the square. Furthermore, 
the word “ dispensation”  never has the meaning of 
or any reference to an epoch of time, but does mean 
the administration of God’s purposes. The words of 
the apostle have no reference whatsoever to the res­
toration of the human race that takes place during 
the millennial reign of Christ, because that is not 
the matter he is discussing. According to Rotherham 
the text is rendered thus: “ For an administration of 
the fulness of the seasons to reunite for himself (under 
one head) the all things in the Christ, the things 
rxpon the heavens, and the things upon the earth, in 
him.”  It is Jehovah God that gathers together and 
unites “ all things”  under one head and “ in Christ” . 
The scripture does not say that God is uniting all 
things under Christ, but that he is gathering together 
unto himself (Jehovah) all things that are in Christ. 
There are none in Christ aside from those begotten 
of the spirit of Jehovah, called to the kingdom, found 
faithful, and chosen and brought into Christ by being 
anointed by Jehovah God.

* Briefly stated, the words of the apostle mean this: 
That the royal family is selected by Jehovah God and 
by none other; that such work of selecting the royal 
house covers a period of time, the work of which time 
is administered according to the will o f God; that 
“ the dispensation of the fulness of times”  refers to 
the administration of the work that must be done 
when the time comes for the gathering together unto 
Jehovah of all in Christ that these might perform the 
work Jehovah has provided for and committed unto 
them, and such “ fulness of times”  dates from the 
time the Lord Jesus comes to the temple of Jehovah; 
that at that time Jehovah gathers unto himself the 
faithful, first those who are in heaven, and then the 
faithful remnant on earth, into one body in Christ 
Jesus, and that all together constitute the ‘ elect serv­
ant’ of which Christ Jesus is the Head. Christ Jesus 
proceeds to the carrying out of Jehovah’s purposes 
as the same relate to the work of vindicating his name.



372 #EeW A TC H TO W ER Brooklyn, N. Y.

8 Tn support of the conclusion last above stated, and 
that no other class aside from the anointed ones is 
embraced within the text, consideration is given to 
the context as well as the text. The words of the text 
specifically are addressed to “ the faithful in Christ 
Jesus” . We should always bear in mind that the 
Bible was written and provided by the Lord for the 
special help and benefit of those who respond to the 
call to the kingdom, that these might be made perfect 
in Christ. (2 Tim. 3: 16,17) The kingdom or temple 
is Jehovah God’s building, the foundation and chief 
corner stone o f which is Christ Jesus. The members 
of the body or building are built up into that building 
o f God. (Eph. 2: 20-22; 1 Pet. 2: 3-10) The world of 
righteousness is the rule of creatures under Christ, 
the great invisible Overlord; and before the founda­
tion o f the world of righteousness Jehovah God pre­
destinated that there should be associated with Christ 
Jesus in that rule a specific number of creatures, all 
o f whom must be “ to the praise of the glory of his 
grace” , and all of which Jehovah ‘ hath made accept- 
able in the Beloved One’, that is to say, in Christ 
Jesus. (Eph. 1: 4-6) These chosen ones are first re­
deemed by the blood of Christ Jesus, justified and be­
gotten of the spirit, and called to the kingdom; and 
thereafter are the special recipients of God’s favor. 
To such favored ones God makes known the mystery 
o f his will according to his purpose and his own good 
pleasure. (Eph. 1: 7-9) This work of preparing ma­
terial for the royal house begins with Christ Jesus 
and the apostles and continues until the coming of 
the Lord Jesus to the temple of Jehovah, and at Je­
hovah’s appointed time these are gathered together 
in Christ Jesus. Those who had been faithful unto 
death the Lord God then raises up out of death, and 
all those on the earth found faithful at that time, 
and doing the will of God, are thus gathered unto 
the Lord. No others are gathered together than those 
who are in Christ who, as new creatures, have been 
called and chosen, and who are now anointed by the 
Lord God. This is emphasized by the words of the 
text, to wit, “ all things in Christ, both which are in 
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him [Christ]. ’ ’

TIME FULL
• This gathering together takes place, according to 

the text, in “ the fulness of times” , and not sooner. 
What, then, is the meaning of the statement of “ the 
fulness of times” ? Jesus at all times is governed by 
the will of Jehovah. The words of the prophet are 
the words of Jesus, to wit: “ I delight to do thy will,
0  my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. I have 
preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo,
1 have not refrained my lips, 0  Lord, thou knowest. ”  
(Ps. 40: 8, 9) Jesus came to earth to bear witness to 
the truth for the purpose of vindicating his Father’s 
name. The enemy had persecuted Jesus to death ; and 
when Jehovah raised him up out of death and exalted 
him to the highest place in heaven, without doubt

Jesus was then anxious to immediately proceed with 
the work of vindicating his Father’s name, but in 
accord with Jehovah’s will he said: “ My times are 
in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine ene­
mies, and from them that persecute me. Let me not 
be ashamed, 0  Lord: for I have called upon thee: 
let the wicked be ashamed, and let them be silent in 
the grave. Let the lying lips be put to silence, which 
speak grievous things proudly and contemptuously 
against the righteous.” — Ps. 31:15,17,18.

7 Jehovah’s time had not then come to send forth 
his beloved Son to perform his work against the enemy, 
therefore he said to Jesus: “ Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.”  
(Ps. 110: 1) It was long after that time when Paul 
wrote the epistle to the Ephesians. Paul was fully 
advised of the fact that Jesus must wait until Je­
hovah’s due time; hence he quoted the words o f the 
psalmist, to wit: “ But this man, after he had offered 
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right 
hand of God; from henceforth expecting till his ene­
mies be made his footstool.” —Heb. 10: 12,13.

8 Since the work of vindicating the name of Jehovah 
is the all-important thing, the “ fulness of times”  of 
necessity must mean the time when Jehovah would 
send forth his beloved Son to take positive action 
against the enemy, which fact is made known by the 
words of the psalmist: “ The Lord shall send the rod 
of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst 
of thine enemies.”  (Ps. 110:2) Many other scrip­
tures, and all the facts, show that the end of that 
time o f waiting came in the year 1914 and therefore 
the words of the apostle could not have application 
before that date; and the words written by Paul 
show that the “ fulness of times”  mentioned by him 
is at the later date of 1918, because that specifically 
is the time fixed by the facts and the scriptures for 
the gathering together of “ all things in Christ” , and 
which begins upon Christ Jesus’ coming to the temple 
of Jehovah God.

8 There are other texts which corroborate these 
words: “ And the angel which I saw stand upon the 
sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 
and sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who 
created heaven, and the things that therein are, and 
the earth, and the things that therein are, and the 
sea, and the things which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer.” —Rev. 10: 5, 6.

10 Other translations help to clarify this text. “ Time 
shall be no longer [delayed].”  (Diag.) “ Delay no 
longer shall there be.”  {Roth.) “ There shall be delay 
no longer.”  (A.R.F.) Jehovah’s time had arrived to 
place his beloved Son upon his throne and to send him 
forth to do the work assigned to him, and there could 
be no-longer delay or waiting. This time began in 
1914; but as the time here under consideration in the 
text first above quoted relates to the gathering of those 
“ in Christ” , it more particularly refers to 1918. The



time had now come for those saints, such as Paul, 
who had been asleep in death and who therefore ac­
cording to the above text ‘ rested for a little season’, 
to be raised up out of death. (Rev. 6: 11) These saints 
are raised and gathered together unto God in heaven, 
and which is followed by the gathering of the faithful 
remnant on earth in Christ unto God.

11 Christ Jesus must first cast Satan out of heaven 
and down to the earth before ‘ the enemy is made his 
footstool’. The war in heaven began in 1914, and 
resulted in the casting of Satan out of heaven and 
down to the earth. The time had now come for the 
Ruler to ‘ come forth from Bethlehem’ and gather 
his approved ones and feed them according to the will 
o f God. “ But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
o f thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, 
until the time that she which travaileth hath brought 
forth ; then the remnant of his brethren shall return 
unto the children of Israel.”  (Mic. 5: 2, 3) Jesus feeds 
all his faithful ones in the strength of Jehovah, and 
this feeding would necessarily follow their gathering 
together, which gathering Paul says takes place with 
the coming of Christ Jesus, which necessarily means 
the coming to the temple of Jehovah. (2 Thess. 2: 1) 
The feeding of his people would mean the giving to 
them of an understanding of the Word of God, that 
is to say, the life-giving and life-sustaining spiritual 
fo od ; and the facts show that this the Lord has done, 
especially since 1918.

MYSTERY OF GOD
“  Paul, by reason of the position assigned to him 

in God’s work, had been given a vision of Jehovah’s 
purposes which it was not lawful for Paul to discuss; 
and he so stated. (2 Cor. 12: 4) Others had not re­
ceived such a vision. In connection with the “ fulness 
o f times”  the apostle says: “ Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself.”  (Eph. 
1: 9) The time must come when God would make 
known his mystery to others of the members of his 
chosen company. The words of Jesus fixed that time, 
when he said: “ But in the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mys­
tery o f God should be finished, as he hath declared 
to his servants the prophets.”  (Rev. 10: 7) This 
‘ finishing of the mystery of God ’ follows the announce­
ment that “ time shall be no longer delayed” . The 
“ mystery of God”  clearly means the revelation to his 
anointed ones of his purpose which he had purposed 
in himself, as Paul states, and which he had revealed 
to Paul and which he would make known to all of 
the children of his organization in due time, which 
due time is when they are gathered together into his 
temple and anointed. The facts show that after 1918, 
and more particularly in 1919, God began the unfold­

ing of his purposes which up to that time had been a 
mystery. Among the great things that were a mystery 
and were made plain are: the meaning of his name; 
why he has permitted wickedness in the earth; his 
organization, and the enemy organization; and many 
other deep and life-sustaining truths which have come 
to God’s anointed people in recent years. Upon these 
faithful ones the end of the world has come, and it 
is for them to know these things that long ago came 
to pass, and to understand the meaning thereof. 
(1 Cor. 10: 11) From and after the gathering of the 
faithful to the temple of Jehovah ‘ no longer would 
time be delayed’ when these should begin to have an 
understanding of the mystery of God. It marks the 
time when Jehovah “ maketh lightnings for the rain, 
and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasuries” . 
— Jer. 10: 13, R.V.

13 It would appear that there is very little reason 
for the Scriptures to state the details of what shall 
be done during the reign of Christ Jesus, because the 
Scriptures are provided for those on the earth who 
are in the covenant for the kingdom, and are furnished 
to them by the Lord for their aid and comfort. There 
will be other means of teaching the peoples of earth 
during the Millennial reign. Having first reached the 
conclusion that the ransom sacrifice is the all-impor­
tant doctrine, we were easily led into the error of 
concluding that the language of Ephesians 1: 10 has 
its application during the restoration period under 
the rule of Christ Jesus. But now seeing that the 
all-important thing is the vindication of Jehovah’s 
name, and that his Word and his name must be ex­
alted, we can see that the salvation of man is merely 
incidental to the far greater work of vindicating Je­
hovah’s name. The ransom sacrifice is not the most 
important. It is absolutely necessary, of course, to 
the salvation of men; but the vindication of the great 
Jehovah’s holy name is of far greater importance than 
all creatures. “ The fulness of times”  corresponds 
exactly with “ that day”  and “ the day of Jehovah” . 
It is the time when Jehovah has set his King upon 
his throne and thereafter laid in Zion the Chief Cor­
ner Stone; hence the words of the prophet apply at 
that time: “ The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the corner. This is the Lord’s 
doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. This is the day 
which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it.”  (Ps. 118:22-24) It is that period of 
time in which Jehovah gathers together his faithful 
ones unto himself and makes them members of his 
royal house.

DISPENSATION

14 The improper use of the word “ dispensation”  
has led students of the Bible to the very erroneous 
understanding of the text of Ephesians 1: 10. There 
is no reasonable or Scriptural authority to apply the 
word “ dispensation”  as a measurement of time. The 
word “ dispensation”  means “ administration, econ­



omy, stewardship” . In each of the following texts 
the word is so used. The apostle refers to himself 
as having a special “ dispensation”  or “ stewardship”  
to perform. He tells of his dispensation in these words: 
“ For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ 
for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the dispensation 
o f the grace of God, which is given me to you-ward: 
how that by revelation he made known unto me the 
mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, whereby, 
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ;) which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the spirit: 
that the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ 
by the gospel; whereof I was made a minister, accord­
ing to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by 
the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am 
less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch­
able riches of Christ.” —Eph. 3: 1-8.

15 Every one anointed with the spirit of God is 
commissioned to preach the gospel. (Isa. 61 :1 ,2 ) 
Paul in addition thereto had a special commission to 
carry the message of the kingdom to the Gentiles, 
and the Lord gave to him the revelation of the Scrip­
tures to a greater degree than to others of the apostles. 
This of itself shows that Paul did not take the place 
vacated by the unfaithful Judas, but that, on the 
contrary, he was specially chosen by the Lord for a 
specific work.

16 In 1 Corinthians 9: 16,17 he speaks of this special 
dispensation or stewardship that is laid upon him. 
According to the Diaglott translation of this text a 
clearer understanding may be had: “ For if I should 
evangelize, it is no cause of exultation to m e; because 
necessity is laid on m e; woe, indeed, there is for me 
if  I should not evangelize. For if I do this voluntarily, 
I  have a reward; but if I have been entrusted with a 
stewardship reluctantly, what is my reward then? 
So that evangelizing, I will establish the glad tidings 
without expense, so as not to use my entire authority 
in the glad tidings.”

17 Peter was especially commissioned to carry the 
message to the Jews, and Paul was duly commissioned 
to carry the same message to the Gentiles. “ But con­
trariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the un­
circumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel 
o f the circumcision was unto Peter; (for he that 
wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the 
circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the 
Gentiies).”  (Gal. 2: 7, 8) This clearly means that the 
Lord laid upon Paul a special work in the administra­
tion of his purposes; hence a dispensation committed 
to him. To the Colossians he wrote: “ Whereof I am 
made a minister, according to the dispensation of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of 
God.”  (1: 25) He being the approved servant of

the Lord, it is certain that Paul did not take upon 
himself this special administration, but that it was 
given to him by the Lord. The apostle speaks of ‘ ‘ my 
gospel” , but surely he did not mean that the gospel 
belonged to him ; but he did mean that God had, 
through Christ Jesus, committed to him a specific 
message: “ In the day when God shall judge the se­
crets of men, by Jesus Christ, according to my gos­
pel.” —Rom. 2: 16.

18 The following texts further show Paul’s special 
authority to preach to the Gentiles and that thus he 
complied with the terms of his dispensation: “ But 
hath in due times manifested his word through preach­
ing, which is committed unto me, according to the 
commandment of God our Saviour.”  (Titus 1: 3) 
“ For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the 
apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office.”  (Rom. 
11: 13) “ That I should be the minister of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, 
that the offering up of the Gentiles might be accept­
able, being sanctified by the holy [spirit]. I have 
therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ 
in those things which pertain to God. For I will not 
dare to speak of any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedi­
ent, by word and deed.” —Rom. 15: 16-18.

19 In the following texts the same root word from 
which the word “ dispensation”  is translated is ren­
dered in the English “ steward” , which proves that 
44 dispensation ’ ’ and stewardship mean the same thing. 
“ A bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God.”  
(Titus 1 :7 ) “ As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same one to another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.”  (1 Pet.4: 10) 
In the parable of the steward, spoken by Jesus (Luke 
16: 1-12) the same Greek word is rendered “ steward­
ship”  that Paul used to translate “ dispensation”  
In Luke 12:42 it is written: “ And the Lord said, 
Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat in due season?”  The 
word here rendered ‘ 4 steward ’ ' is the same root word 
from which “ dispensation”  is translated. This shows 
dispensation or stewardship applies collectively to the 
remnant and therefore the remnant is commissioned 
to do some specific work.

20 When Paul had concluded his work he wrote to 
Timothy: “ I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith.”  (2 Tim. 4: 7) By these words clearly he meant 
that the special dispensation, stewardship or work 
laid upon him had been by him faithfully performed. 
There is no sound reason to conclude that Paul meant, 
as has so commonly been supposed, that he had proved 
himself an ovcrcomer and for this reason was ready 
for heaven. Without a doubt he was an overcomer, 
but that is not what he was writing about. He had 
finished his work which the Lord had committed to 
him, and he realized that fact; and knowing that he had



been faithful in his stewardship or dispensation, he 
knew that the Lord would reward him in due time.

JEHOVAH’S DAY
Jehovah purposed in himself that he would vindi­

cate his holy name and show to all creation that he 
is the Almighty G od; that in the administration or 
carrying out of his purpose he would provide a king­
dom, which kingdom he would give to his beloved 
Son, Christ Jesus, and that in that kingdom there 
should he only those who are in Christ; and that when 
his own due time should arrive he, that is, Jehovah, 
“ might gather together in one [in Christ Jesus] all 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on [the] earth; even in him.”  This shows that 
the “ economy”  or “ dispensation”  or “ administra­
tion”  here mentioned is the work of Jehovah himself, 
acting by and through his beloved Son Christ Jesus. 
The term “ fulness of times” , as used in Ephesians 
l: 10, therefore means the same as “ the day of Jeho­
vah”  or “ that day” , as these terms are used in the 
Old Testament. It is in this “ day of Jehovah”  that 
lie comes forth to honor and to vindicate his own name. 
He places his beloved Son upon his holy hill in Zion 
and then sends him forth to rule, and thus he sends 
his glory to his temple, that is to say, to those who 
are in Christ. (2 Cor. 6: 16-18; Ezek. 43: 2) It is the 
time when his words are fulfilled: “ Gather my saints 
together unto me; those that have made a covenant 
with me by sacrifice.”  (Ps. 50: 5) To those thus 
gathered together in Christ he says: “ Arise, shine; 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee.” — Isa. 60: 1, 2.

** When the Almighty revealed himself as Jehovah, 
and made known his name as such, he made it to be 
understood that his name means, ‘ I will be what I 
will be.’ (Ex. 6: 3-6) Hence the apostle says: “ Ac­
cording to his good pleasure, which he hath purposed 
in himself.”  Therefore when Jehovah’s due time 
comes, which is necessarily “ the fulness of times” , 
he brings all things which he has purposed into con­
formity to his will. The all-important matter for de­
termination is the vindication of Jehovah’s word and 
name, and not the restitution of the human race. 
Before restitution is accomplished all creation shall 
know that Jehovah is the almighty and only true 
God. Furthermore, when the restitution work of hu­
manity is entirely completed none of the human race 
will then be in Christ; and hence when the apostle 
mentions here the gathering together of those in Christ 
he could not refer to the restitution class. Further­
more, the restoration of the human race will not bring 
the vindication of Jehovah’s name as contemplated 
by the Scriptures. Clearly, therefore, the term “ dis­
pensation of the fulness of times”  means Jehovah 
God’s own due time when he, Jehovah, administers 
his affairs by and through his Chief Executive Christ 
Jesus, and in this administration or dispensation he

gathers together in heaven all who are in Christ, and 
all who are in Christ on the earth, which earthly class 
constitute the remnant. This work was predestinated 
by Jehovah, as Paul states, and this gathering together 
of all in Christ is for the very purpose of giving such 
an opportunity to have a part in the vindication of 
Jehovah’s name. This is further proved by the text, 
to wit: “ In whom also we have obtained an inher­
itance, being predestinated according to the purpose 
of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own w ill; that we should be to the praise of his glory, 
who first trusted in Christ.” —Eph. 1: 11,12.

23 Jehovah causes his woman, that is to say, his or­
ganization, for a long while apparently barren and 
forsaken, to give birth to the kingdom and to set up 
housekeeping, and then to give birth to her children; 
and all of those who are thus brought forth as children 
of God by his organization he enlightens and teaches. 
“ And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord; 
and great shall be the peace of thy children.”  (Isa. 
54: 13) Ephesians 1: 10 is the only place in the Scrip­
tures that the term “ dispensation of the fulness of 
times”  appears. It therefore appears that the Lord 
specially enlightened Paul concerning the mystery, 
but did not permit Paul to plainly speak of it; and 
hence this text could not be understood and appreciated 
until the coming of the Lord to the temple of Jehovah 
and the gathering together of the temple class, the 
administration of which work is that of Jehovah him­
self by and through Christ Jesus.

THE PURPOSE
2* This proper understanding of the text further 

emphasizes the fact that the gathering of the anointed 
is not merely to give them entrance into heaven, but 
that the entire matter, so far as the gathered ones 
are concerned, is the result of the grace or favor of 
Jehovah to them. Therefore says the apostle: “ Having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure 
of his will. To the pi’aise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.”  
(Eph. 1; 5, 6) Many have fallen into the great error 
of believing that God favors some with a special knowl­
edge of the truth because of their own peculiar in­
herent qualities and fitness for his heavenly realm. 
Such an erroneous conclusion has wrought havoc 
amongst those who have consecrated themselves to 
God. Jehovah God has caused the truth to be made 
known, and those who have come to him in his appoint­
ed way he has begotten and called to his kingdom; 
but it is only those who unselfishly and faithfully de­
vote themselves to him, in obedience to his command­
ments, that he brings into his organization and anoints 
and makes a part of his royal house. For the purpose 
of bringing the spirit-begotten ones to this point of 
completion the Lord provides certain ones for the 
instruction and upbuilding of the company; as it is 
written: “ And he gave some, apostles; and some,



prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
o f Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per­
fect man, unto the measure of the stature of the ful­
ness of Christ.”  (Eph. 4: 11-13) This further supports 
the conclusion that the “ fulness of times”  applies in 
the day when the ones called to the kingdom have 
come to maturity, that is to say, to full unity in 
Christ, both in heaven and in earth, and when all 
are therefore devoted unselfishly to Jehovah and to 
his kingdom.

28 It is this faithful servant class that Jehovah has 
taken out from amongst men as a “ people for his 
name” . These are called and chosen that they might 
show forth the praises of the Lord God, and not for 
the purpose of showing forth the praises of any crea­
ture. (Acts 15: 14; 1 Pet. 2: 9,10) In this day Jeho­
vah has greatly favored his remnant with a knowledge 
o f himself and of his purpose, as is stated: “ Which 
he caused to overflow towards us, in all wisdom and 
intelligence.”  (Eph. 1: 8, Diag.) He has committed 
to the remnant the testimony of Jesus Christ and 
commanded that they shall deliver this testimony. 
(Rev. 12: 17) The evidence is therefore overwhelming 
that the purpose o f Jehovah in gathering together 
“ all things in Christ”  is that such may have a part 
in the work of making known and hence vindicating 
his name. Jehovah has a work to be done in this day, 
and he has thus favored the remnant in permitting them 
to have a part in that work. Clearly he marks out 
their work for them and tells them to go about amongst 
the people, serving notice upon the world and giving 
comfort to those that mourn, that his holy name may 
be known. This he does that none may have excuse 
for failing to know that Jehovah is God. The work 
o f the remnant, therefore, is not a propaganda scheme, 
nor a book-selling scheme, but is a work for which 
Jehovah has prepared them and fixed the time. “ The 
fulness of times,”  therefore, clearly appears to have 
no application to the restitution period of the reign 
o f Christ Jesus, but does apply to that brief space 
o f time that elapses from the coming of Christ Jesus, 
and the taking of his power to reign, until the vin­
dication of Jehovah’s name in the great battle of 
Armageddon. It is Jehovah that is administering the 
affairs in this day. which immediately lead up to and 
include Armageddon; and for this reason that great 
conflict is designated as “ the battle of that great day 
o f God Almighty” .

28 Jehovah is in his holy temple, representatively 
by his beloved Son Christ Jesus, the Head of the 
temple. His glory shines upon and in his organization. 
It follows that every one who is of the temple class 
will be in full and complete harmony with the Lord 
and the work he is now causing to be done on the 
earth. It is not man’s work, but God’s work, and

Jehovah God is the great Administrator thereof; and 
for this reason it is the “ dispensation of the fulness 
of times” . Christ Jesus, the Head of the temple class, 
directs what shall be done by the members of the 
temple, and it follows that every one in the temple 
will be showing forth the praises of Jehovah. (Ps. 
29: 9) God’s anointed people now on the earth, that 
is to say, the remnant, form a part of the “ servant” , 
and every member thereof must get in harmony with 
and under the direction of the Lord.

27 In brief, Ephesians 1: 10 means this: That the 
“ fulness of times”  applies to the church from and 
after the coming of the Lord Jesus to the temple; 
that all in Christ are gathered together unto the Lord; 
that the faithful sleeping saints are the ones first 
raised up and gathered together in heaven; that the 
faithful remnant on the earth are gathered together 
in Christ; that it is the day of Jehovah and the time 
for his name to be made known and to be vindicated 
and to be properly placed before all creation; that 
Jehovah will vindicate his own great and holy name, 
and that therefore the “ dispensation”  or “ administra­
tion”  is in the hands of Jehovah himself, and now 
just before the vindication of his name he sends forth 
all who are in Christ to give notice that shortly he 
will vindicate his name; and that the administration 
of this work will be to his glory and to the praise of 
the Most High. The remnant can therefore clearly 
see that they are permitted to be on earth at the most 
favored time, and hence it is the greatest favor and 
of great importance that they have a part now in 
making known the name and the kingdom of the great 
King of Eternity.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
H 1. What important truths concerning himself, his Word, 

and his purposes is Jehovah now revealing to his remnant 
people?

If 2,3. Account for the fact that earnest students o f the 
Scriptures have not hitherto understood the text here under 
consideration. What until recently has been thought to 
be the meaning o f this text? State some of the reasons 
why such conclusion is not supported by the Scriptures. 

II 4, 5. Briefly state the meaning o f these words of the apostle. 
State important truths which are now clearly seen and 
which support this conclusion.

U G-9. Just what is meant by the term “ the fulness of 
times’ ’ ? Show how both scriptures and facts prove this 
to be the meaning o f the term. Wliat light does Revela­
tion 10: 5, 6 shed upon this text?

H 10,11. Show how other translations help to clarify this 
text.

It 12,13. What are some o f the evidences that the ‘ finishing 
o f the mystery o f God’ has been in progress. Account 
for the former misapplication of Ephesians 1: 10. Point 
out the importance of the doctrine of the ransom and of 
that o f the vindication of Jelio.vah’s name.

H 14-17. With scriptures to illustrate, explain and apply the 
term ‘ ‘ dispensation ’ ’ .

IT 18-20. What further support is found in statements by 
Jesus and by Paul and Peter in proof that the word 
translated “ dispensation’ ’ means a stewardship or ad­
ministration?

H 21. Prove that the “ dispensation”  here mentioned is the 
work of Jehovah himself, acting by and through Christ 
Jesus.



7 22, 23. How does the Almighty’s revealing himself as Je­
hovah prove “ the fulness o f times’ ’ to have already come 
rather than to be the time o f restoration o f the human 
race! What further evidence does this text contain to 
prove that it cannot apply to the restitution class! How 
is Isaiah 54: 13 related to the dispensation to take place 
in “ the fulness o f times’ ’ ?

IT 24. Show how this proper understanding of the text, sup­

ported by the statements made by Paul, makes clear the 
purpose o f  the dispensation here leferred to.

IT 25. What, then, is the purpose of Jehovah in gathering 
together “ all things in Christ” ? How is he accomplishing 
that purpose?

If 26. In relation to the ‘ gathering together’ and the time, 
fact, and purpose o f that dispensation here mentioned, 
how are those o f the temple class identified?

?f 27. In brief, then, what is the meaning o f Ephesians 1: 10!

REDEMPTION AND COVERING FOR SIN

JEHOVAH makes it clear in his written Word that 
his purpose has ever been to magnify his Word, 
to keep his name before men for their own good, 

and to manifest his loving-kindness toward the chil­
dren of men. Let the student always keep these truths 
in mind in the study of prophecy. Also let him bear 
in mind that at all times, from Eden till this very 
hour, there has been and is yet in the universe God s 
archenemy, who is Satan the Devil, and whose pur­
pose is and always has been to defame God and to 
bring reproach upon his name and to turn men away 
from Jehovah God. Keeping these things in mind will 
enable the student to better understand as he progress­
es in his studies of divine prophecy.

The fact that God created the perfect man and 
woman and gave them the power to multiply and fill 
the earth is at least presumptive proof that Jehovah, 
purposed that in some future day that perfect pair 
should be surrounded by a multitude of perfect chil­
dren, all dwelling together upon the earth in happi­
ness and giving glory to the great Almighty Creator. 
Doubtless he had revealed his purpose to the Logos 
his only begotten Son, and to his other spirit creature 
Lucifer at the time of the laying of the foundation of 
the world. God's own statement as recorded in verse 
seven of the thirty-eighth chapter of the book of Job 
substantiates this. The rebellious Lucifer attempted 
to spoil the purpose of Jehovah and to obtain the serv­
ice and worship of man for himself.

Necessarily the issue at once arose, to wit, Would 
Jehovah maintain his good name and make good his 
word, or would he be compelled to destroy his creature 
for ever and thereby admit that his purpose in the- 
creation of the earth and man upon it had failed ? Sa­
tan would reason like this: ‘ I f God does carry out 
the announced penalty of his law by causing Adam 
to die, that will be an admission that God cannot make 
a man who will maintain his integrity and his alle­
giance to Jehovah, and will therefore prove that God’s 
efforts at creation have failed. If God does not kill 
Adam according to the announced penalty of his law, 
then God proves himself a liar and no one of his 
creatures will have confidence in God. In either event 
God’s creatures, losing confidence in him, will turn 
away from him, and I shall receive the worship of 
man and probably other creatures’ (which he so much 
desired).

It was Satan’s desire and probably his belief that 
God would not kill Adam; hence he boldly concocted 
and told the first lie: “ Ye shall not surely die.”  He not 
only made God out a liar, but challenged God to carry 
out the penalty of his law, reasoning that by so doing 
God would prove his own weakness. Therefore the 
rebellion of Lucifer and the fall of man at once in­
volved the word and name of the great Creator. What 
would God do in vindication thereof?

God did pronounce the sentence of death on man, 
but did not carry it into immediate execution. He ex­
pelled Adam from Eden and turned his face away 
from man. If those conditions should continue for 
ever, with man completely alienated from God, and 
man should continue to live, man would therein suffer 
mental torment. Probably the doctrine of eternal tor­
ment originated at that time with Satan, and from 
the time that Adam was expelled from the presence 
of God till now Satan has kept that defamatory doc­
trine alive. I f  God should have compassion upon 
Adam and set aside his judgment and ignore it there­
after, what would be the effect on his creatures? Man 
would conclude that he could sin again and continue 
to violate God’s law with impunity. The angels of 
heaven would also conclude that they could do like­
wise. The fact that God did not put Adam to death 
immediately was doubtless used by Satan to turn 
many of the angels of heaven away from Jehovah and 
to cause them to follow Satan. Satan would therefore 
prove to himself, and have some tangible evidence for 
others, that God’s not having put man to death made 
God a liar and destroyed the reason for confidence of 
his creatures in him. Doubtless this was the reason 
why many of the angels turned away from Jehovah 
and followed after Satan.

Men have insisted that God should have forgiven 
Adam and extended mercy toward him and not en­
forced the penalty of his law. In support of their con­
clusion they cite the words of Jesus addressing Peter. 
Peter asked Jesus how often he should forgive his 
brother if he sinned against him. Jesus answered: 
“ Until seventy times seven.”  (Matt. 18: 21, 22) Those 
who use this as an argument in support of the conten­
tion that God should have forgiven Adam do not rec­
ognize that the relationship between two men who are 
brothers is very different from that of God toward his 
perfect creature. The creature Adam was perfect and



deliberately violated his Maker’s law. The words of 
Jesus related to brothers, both of whom were imper­
fect and therefore sinners,, and who should have due 
consideration for the weaknesses of each other. Adam 
was a perfect man; and his obligation was to obey 
God’s law. The statement of that law was plain and 
explicit. (Gen. 2 :16 ,17 ) There was at least an im­
plied covenant on the part of Adam to keep that law, 
and he was able to do so; therefore the question of re­
pentance and forgiveness could not be taken into con­
sideration.

Furthermore, if man could sin deliberately and be 
forgiven, there would be no reason why the angels of 
heaven also might not sin and be forgiven. The very 
foundation of God’s entire universe would be shaken. 
With all these questions that are perplexing to the 
creature the great Creator was in no wise disturbed. 
God knew from the very beginning what would be the 
end, and he let Lucifer (now Satan) and his other 
creatures reason as they might choose and take the 
course that they might desire. God’s wisdom is too 
great for creatures, even including the enemy Satan. 
(Ps. 10: 5; Prov. 24: 7; Rom. 11: 33) God does, how­
ever, open his treasure-house of knowledge and gives 
wisdom to those who love him, and he permits them to 
see some of the riches thereof. (Ps. I l l : 10; 25 :9 ) In 
due time Jehovah will prove to all intelligent crea­
tion that Satan’s logic was entirely false, that his con­
clusions were wrong, and that all who have followed 
in his way have been evil. God will prove that He is 
the only all-wise, just and all-powerful and loving One, 
that there is no other God besides him, and that those 
who will have life must obtain it in God’s appointed 
way.

At the same time that God pronounced his sentence 
o f death against Adam he also pronounced the judg­
ment of death against Satan. He has deferred the 
execution of the latter even to a day future. Doubt­
less Lucifer also used this fact to induce the angels of 
heaven to follow his way, for many of them did so. 
Therefore it is clear that the issue from then till now 
is, Who is the great supreme God? That is now the 
issue that must be determined.

God must be just and must therefore put Adam to 
death. He had his own good purpose in delaying the 
execution of his judgment for nine hundred and more 
years. That judgment of death has affected all of 
Adam’s offspring. (Rom. 5 :12 ) All being born sin­
ners, all men are entirely helpless to bring about a rec­
onciliation of man to God. If man is ever to be justi­
fied and stand right before his Maker, God must pro­
vide the way. God alone is wise enough and powerful 
enough to do it; and, knowing the end from the begin­
ning, he did make provision for man’s justification or 
reconciliation. Paul the apostle, having learned wis­
dom from the Lord, told how God was just and the 
justificr of man “ through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus” .—Rom. 3:24,26.

From the very day of the expulsion of Adam from 
Eden God began to utter prophecy relating to the res­
titution of man back to God’s favor and to his image 
and likeness. While God knew the end from the begin­
ning, Satan was not wise enough to know that. In 
pronouncing the judgment Jehovah foretold of “ the 
seed”  that would come in some future day, but not 
from Adam, which ‘ ‘ seed ’ ’ should be the complete con­
queror of Satan and should destroy death and its 
power. No one was wise enough to know when and 
how the “ seed”  and conqueror would come. God made 
the statement of the fact, and that is all-sufficient. He 
said to the serpent, who represents the Devil: “ And I 
will put enmity between thee and the woman [sym­
bolizing my organization Zion], and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.” — Gen. 3:15.

God prepared the skins of animals, and with these 
made a covering for Adam and Eve. That was a pro­
phetic act. Necessarily one or more animals must die 
in order to provide such covering of skins. The cover­
ing was provided because of sin. Thus God prophet­
ically indicated that the sin of man could be covered 
and hid from his sight, but only by and through the 
death of another. The death of the one furnishing a 
cover must be a substitute for Adam’s life. That pro­
phetic act of Jehovah pointed to the further fact that lie 
would provide a substitute for man to redeem man; that 
the Redeemer must become such at a great cost; and 
that he must be strong and overcome the enemy. From 
time to time God continued to put things before man 
which pointed to the future Redeemer. It remained 
for the latter day, when men are provided with the 
Bible and have the spirit of the Lord, for them to un­
derstand these things by the grace of God. Now, thanks 
be unto God, the time has come for man to understand 
and appreciate to at least some degree God’s wisdom, 
love and power.

Jehovah having uttered a prophecy concerning the 
Redeemer, let us now determine what is meant by the 
term “ redeemer” . The meaning of the words “ re­
deem”  and “ redeemer”  must be ascertained from the 
Scriptures. In the Old Testament two Hebrew words 
are generally employed to translate the words “ re­
deem”  and “ redeemer” . The word ga-al is one of the 
words mentioned, and means to buy back by the next 
of kin or the avenger, and to deliver by the payment 
of a purchase price. (Lev. 25:25,48; Ex. 6 :6 )  The 
word pa-dah is also employed, and means to rescue, 
make free or set free, or deliver. (Deut. 13 :5 ; Ilos. 
13:14) Therefore the correct understanding of “ re­
deemer” , according to the Scriptures, is that the next 
of kin or the avenger could pay the purchase price 
required and thereby make free or deliver the one held 
in bondage. By that means redemption of the one 
bound is accomplished.

The Scriptural proof is that when Adam sinned the 
bondage of death resulted to him, and that therein all



men have come under such bondage. (Rom. 5 :12; 
8 : 21) I f  man is to be delivered from that bondage, 
it must be done by one who can pay and is willing to 
pay the price that is required; and that one must be 
strong and able to resist and overcome the power 
which has kept man in bondage. The first prophecy 
uttered indicated that there would be a great conflict

in connection with the redemption of man from bond­
age, and that the Deliverer must be a conqueror. The 
purpose at this time is to show that God prophesied 
the coming of such a great Redeemer and Deliverer, 
or means by which deliverance should be accomplished. 
The purpose is also to show that this was foretold by 
prophetic words and prophetic action.

EARLIEST SOURCES OF THE BIBLE

THE Bible is the expressed will of God. It is a 
light unto the feet of man to guide him in the 
right way. (Ps. 119:105) It is light from Je­

hovah God; just as it is written: “ Light is sown 
for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart.”  (Ps. 97:11) The man who walks in the light 
o f God’s Word and delights in his law is a blessed one 
o f the Lord.— Ps. 1 :1 , 2.

The first five books of the Bible were written by the 
Prophet Moses. These are known as the Pentateuch. 
How would Moses know what to write ? And how may 
we know that he wrote the truth? To answer these 
questions it is necessary to review some of the facts 
that are known to man. Man is endowed with reason­
ing faculties, and such he is expected to use. The Bible 
is so arranged, and was produced under such condi­
tions, that when understood it fully establishes man s 
confidence therein as being the Word of God.

Noah was a man devoted to God. He was brought 
over from the world that was destroyed by the flood, 
and in obedience to God’s command he began to re­
plenish the earth. (Gen. 9 :1 ) Noah was the most 
important man on the earth of his time. He brought 
with him to this side of the flood a knowledge of things 
that no other man on earth possessed. From the crea­
tion o f Adam to the end of the great deluge was a 
period of only one thousand six hundred and fifty-six 
years. In the period from Adam to the flood men lived 
individually for nearly a thousand years.

Enoch, who was translated that he should not see 
death, was a good man, wholly devoted to Jehovah, 
and he would naturally gather all the information pos­
sible concerning the purposes of God in relation to 
man. Adam lived more than three hundred years 
after the birth of Enoch. Adam died at the age of 
nine hundred and thirty years. Enoch was the seventh 
generation from Adam, and he lived three hundred 
and sixty-five years. During his lifetime he would 
obtain all knowledge possible concerning the history 
of man and transmit those facts to his son Methuselah, 
because it is the natural course for a father to transmit 
important knowledge to his offspring. Methuselah 
lived to the ripe old age of nine hundred and sixty- 
nine years.

Noah was only the third generation from Enoch. 
Only a few years after Enoch was miraculously taken

away Noah was born. Noah must have had personal 
contact with Methuselah, his grandfather; and from 
him, and from his father Lamech, he would receive all 
possible information concerning man that God had 
given to his forefathers. Noah was six hundred years 
old when the flood came; and in that period of time 
he would have gathered all the information obtainable 
from other men who lived contemporaneously with 
and prior to him, and would of course transmit the 
same to his children and grandchildren.

Noah and Shorn, one of his three sons, came out of 
the ark together. Noah lived three hundred and fifty 
years after the flood, and Shem lived five hundred 
and two years after the flood. Two years after Noah’s 
death Abraham was born. For one hundred and fifty 
years thereafter Shem and Abraham were on the earth 
together, in the same part of the earth, and must have 
known each other. Undoubtedly Abraham would learn 
from Shem the details concerning the flood and the 
relationship of the human family to Jehovah the Crea­
tor.

Abraham is known as ‘ the father of the faithful’. 
Knowledge is essential to faith. Abraham could not 
have had faith without knowledge; therefore he must 
have received knowledge of God, of his creation of 
man, and of man’s relationship to him; and this knowl­
edge Abraham would receive from his forefathers.

Isaac was the beloved son of Abraham, and most 
naturally Abraham would fully instruct his beloved 
son in all things in which he (Abraham) was learned. 
Isaac was devoted to God, and God greatly blessed 
him. (Gen. 26: 4) Being descendants of Shem, brought 
up and residing in the same part of the earth, natural­
ly these men, Abraham and Isaac, and their offspring, 
would transmit knowledge from one generation to an­
other. The favored son of Isaac was Jacob. (Gen. 28: 
5-14) Jacob had twelve sons, and he bestowed his 
greatest affection upon his son Joseph.

Joseph was sold into Egypt, and after being there 
for some time became the most important man in 
Egypt. Then Jacob and his other sons went to spend 
the remainder of their days in the land of Egypt. 
Joseph rendered great service to the people of Egypt, 
and honored the name of Jehovah God. Joseph would 
receive instruction directly from his father Jacob, and 
did receive special instruction from him. (Gen. 49:



1-28) This information transmitted to Joseph, and 
from him to his offspring, would not be easily for­
gotten.

Less than fifty years after the death of Joseph 
Moses was born. His life having been miraculously 
preserved at the time of his birth, and he also being 
reared in the royal family of Egypt, Moses became a 
man of importance and of learning; and it is written 
of him that he was learned in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians. (Acts 7:20-22) When he reached man­
hood’s estate, he took his stand on the side of Jehovah 
God and God’s chosen people. He preferred to suffer 
for the sake of righteousness rather than to enjoy the 
pleasures and riches that Egypt and her royalty could 
provide for him. (Heb. 11:24-27) Egypt was the 
Devil’s visible world power. It held out all the al­
lurements to Moses, but these Moses spurned with con­
tempt; and having faith in God he became a faithful 
witness to the name of Jehovah.

It is only reasonable to conclude that Moses was 
thoroughly familiar with the traditions of his fathers. 
There must have been handed down to him from gen­
eration to generation the history of man. He would 
know about what had taken place amongst men from 
Adam to his time. It is not unusual for an American 
boy of the present time to learn from his parents 
important facts of American history. Nor is it un­
usual for an English boy to learn from his parents 
the history of the British Empire. With stronger rea­
soning, then, we conclude that a man of Moses’ type 
would learn from his ancestors the facts relating to 
the human race up to his time. He was therefore emi­
nently qualified to write the history of man, which by 
the grace of God he would do faithfully.

The physical facts well known at this day bear elo­
quent testimony to the truth that long centuries ago 
the great Master Workman Jehovah laid deep the coal 
beds and oil fields, and made the mountains and the 
valleys, the rivers and the oceans, and brought into 
existence plant and animal life, and made the earth 
a habitable place. Even the most ignorant can see that 
man is fearfully and wonderfully made, and that he 
is the most intelligent of all the creatures of earth. 
Man has a natural trait, or tendency, of keeping a 
record of events for his benefit and that of succeeding 
generations. This is proof that God purposed it thus 
to be. God planted this faculty in man. Since the 
evidence shows that man is the highest element of 
God’s earthly creation, and since man has a tendency 
to keep a record o f events, it is only reasonable that 
Jehovah would provide a means for man to keep a 
record of the most important things concerning him­
self. I f  Jehovah had to do with the keeping of such a 
record, then be it known that that record is correct 
and contains the truth.

The Bible is a history of God’s creation of things 
earthly, and gives such information concerning his 
heavenly creation as the same relates to man and his

home. It is God’s revelation of himself to his intelli­
gent earthly creatures. It is his expressed will, and 
therefore is the statement of his law for the govern­
ment of his intelligent earthly creatures. Most of the 
Bible is a record of things which have come to pass 
and which foreshadow greater things to take place. 
That part of the Bible which we call prophecy is the 
foretelling and recording of events that must occur, 
before they come to pass. Prophecy is therefore the 
history of man written in advance. For this reason 
prophecy cannot be understood by man until it is in 
the course of fulfilment or has been fulfilled.

The Bible discloses Jehovah as the great eternal 
One, the Maker of heaven and earth, the very embodi­
ment of wisdom, justice, love and power, and the Giv­
er of every good and perfect gift. He is the complete 
expression of unselfishness. Therefore it is written 
of him in the W ord: “ God is love.”  The Bible tells 
why man was created, why he turned to wickedness 
and was sentenced to death, and makes known God 's 
gracious provision for the redemption, recovery, and 
restoration of mankind to life and to his perfect home.

The Bible contains a statement of philosophic rules. 
It completely and fully contrasts good and wickedness. 
It shows why wrongdoing results in death and why 
good leads to life everlasting in happiness. It is God's 
law concerning man, and therefore contains the per­
fect and complete code of rules of action by which man 
can be governed and walk in the way of righteousness. 
This code of rules also names the penalty for the vio­
lation of the law of righteousness. The Bible was writ­
ten for the benefit of man and to the glory of God.

In view of the foregoing facts, and in response to 
the question already propounded, it may be stated that 
there are two good and sufficient reasons why Moses 
knew what to write, and why he wrote the truth:

First, the experiences of men, as they took place, 
were handed down from generation to generation, and 
Moses made record thereof. There would be no reason 
for this record’s being anything but the truth.

Second, Moses was devoted to God. He was chosen 
by Jehovah to make the record, and in preparing it 
God’s unerring wisdom guided Moses. In truth and in 
fact Moses acted merely as an amanuensis of Jehovah. 
He was the very kind of man whom we should expect 
God to select for such a work. He spurned the Devil 
and his organization with all its allurements, and 
amidst adversity espoused the cause of righteousness. 
Not only was he alert in mind and learned in all the 
ways of men, but his chief qualification was his com­
plete devotion to Jehovah. Many of the great truths 
stated by him show that they could not have emanated 
from the mind of a man, but that they were the result 
of the invisible power of Jehovah operating upon the 
mind of man.

What is said concerning Moses can be said of all the 
writers of the Bible. God chose those men for the work 
because of their faith in and faithfulness to him. As



his unlimited power operated to create the things of 
the earth, so that power operated to direct and in­
fluence the mind of Moses and other holy men to make 
record o f God’s will concerning man. David was one 
o f these faithful men devoted to the Lord, and con­
cerning that part of the Bible which he wrote he said: 
“ The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue. ’ ’— 2 Sam. 23: 2.

These faithful men of old are called prophets, and 
they wrote prophecy. The Apostle Peter, who was

chosen by Jesus as one of his disciples, under inspira­
tion wrote: “ For the prophecy came not in old time 
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the holy spirit.” —2 Pet. 1: 21.

It is exceedingly interesting to observe how God ar­
ranged for important facts to be transmitted from 
generation to generation, from Adam to Moses, then to 
have Moses to write, and thereafter other men to 
write, that his expressed will might be put into proper 
form for the benefit of man.

COVENANT FOR THE KINGDOM

JEHOVAH made a covenant to establish a govern­
ment for the benefit of man. It appears from the 
Scriptures that when God is about to perform a 

great work in which his creatures have some direct 
connection he makes a covenant concerning the same 
and carries out his work according to the terms of 
that covenant.

David, the man whom God anointed as king over 
Israel, proved his zeal for God’s house. He had brought 
up the ark of the covenant from the house of Obed- 
Edom and placed it in the tent or tabernacle on Mount 
Zion. At that time David himself dwelt in his own 
house built of cedar wood. Sitting there in ease and in 
comfort he called to him Nathan the prophet of the 
Lord and said: ‘ ‘ See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, 
but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And Na­
than said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; 
for the Lord is with thee.”  (2 Sam. 7: 2, 3) David had 
a desire to build a house for the Lord, wherein the ark 
o f the covenant might rest. He had a loving zeal for 
the Lord God and his cause. God knew David’s 
thoughts and therefore directed Nathan the prophet 
to go to David and deliver a message, as it is written: 
“ And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, 
which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will es­
tablish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. 
I f  he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod 
o f men, and with the stripes of the children of men.”  
— 2 Sam. 7:12-17.

It appears, therefore, that David’s care for the 
Lord’s interest, and his loving zeal for the Lord, was 
the basis for the covenant which God made with David. 
Himself a prophet, David in his last hours prophesied 
and said:

“ The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock 
o f Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God: and he shall be 
as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, 
even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass

springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. 
Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath 
made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all 
my desire, although he make it not to grow. ’ ’—2 Sam. 
23:2-5.

Concerning that covenant that God made with David 
it is further written: “ Howbeit the Lord would not 
destroy the house of David, because of the covenant 
that he had made with David, and as he promised to 
give a light to him and to his sons for ever. ”  (2 Chron. 
21 :7 ) “ I have made a covenant with my chosen, I 
have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will I 
establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all gen­
erations. And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, 
0  Lord; thy faithfulness also in the congregation of 
the saints.”  (Ps. 89:3-5) “ The Lord hath sworn in 
truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the 
fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.” —Ps. 
132:11.

The Scriptures make it plain that the covenant God 
made with David is an everlasting covenant. Through 
his prophet Jeremiah he said: “ If ye can break my 
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, 
. . . then may also my covenant be broken with David 
my servant.” — Jer. 33: 20, 21.

Salt is used symbolically to represent faithfulness 
in keeping an agreement. When used in connection 
with a covenant it seems to say: ‘ This covenant shall 
be faithfully kept and diligently preserved for ever.’ 
(Lev. 2 :13 ; Num. 18:19) Concerning the covenant 
with David it is written: “ Ought ye not to know that 
the Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom over Israel 
to David for ever, even to him and to his sons by a 
covenant of salt?” —2 Chron. 13: 5.

The Scriptural proof is clear beyond a doubt that 
the seed of David mentioned by the prophet of God is 
Christ Jesus, the beloved Son of God. When God’s 
messenger told Mary that she would be the mother of 
the blessed One he said: “ He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 
God shall give unto him the throne of his father 
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob



for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”  
— Luke 1: 32, 33.

Jesus is designated as “ the Lion of the tribe of 
Juda. the Root of David” . (Rev. 5 :5 )  The words of 
Jesus himself show that he is the offspring of David 
and at the same time David’s Lord. (Matt. 22: 42, 45) 
Jesus Christ is ‘ ‘ the firstborn of every creature” . 
(Col. 1 :15 ) Concerning this Mighty One God’s proph­
et wrote: ‘ ‘ Also I will make him my firstborn, higher 
than the kings of the earth. My mercy will I keep for 
him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast 
with him. His seed also will 1 make to endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven.”  (Ps. 89: 27-29) 
And again the prophet said of and concerning Jesus: 
“ Thou art fairer than the children of men; grace is 
poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee 
for ever. Thy throne, 0  God, is for ever and ever: the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. I will make 
thy name to be remembered in all generations; there­
fore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever. ’ ’— 
Ps. 45: 2, 6,17.

Where the inspired writer in the New Testament 
places an interpretation upon that which is written in 
the Old Testament scriptures, that interpretation must 
be taken as absolutely true and correct. This is an 
invariable rule to be followed.

The Apostle Paul, writing concerning Christ Jesus, 
the beloved and glorified Son of God, placed an inter­
pretation upon the words of the prophet, applying 
them to Jesus: “ But unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, 0  God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of right­
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom: thou hast loved 
righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even 
thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows. ’ ’— Heb. 1: 8, 9.

Concerning the government of righteousness to be 
established by Jehovah, and the One whom God would 
place at the head of that government, the prophet 
wrote: “ And in mercy shall the throne be established; 
and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of 
David, judging and seeking judgment, and hasting 
righteousness.”  (Isa. 16 :5 ) Concerning the same 
matter the same prophet wrote: “ Incline your ear, 
and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
even the sure mercies of David. ’ ’ ( Isa. 55: 3) It is 
therefore definitely established by the Scriptural proof 
that the everlasting covenant which God made with 
David finds its complete fulfilment in Christ Jesus.

David was a type of Christ, the beloved One of God. 
The everlasting covenant, therefore, between Jehovah 
God and his beloved Son is that the Son shall have 
life, immortality, a throne, a crown, and a kingdom or 
government.

The everlasting covenant mentioned by the prophets 
could not be applicable to Jesus until Jesus became 
the seed of David, within the meaning of the Scrip­
tures. It was at the time that Jesus responded to the

kingdom call and was anointed, that he became 
David’s seed. From that time all of the prophecies 
of the everlasting covenant enured to Christ Jesus.

After Jesus was raised from the dead that everlast­
ing covenant was confirmed unto him. This is made sure 
by the words of the inspired apostle: “ And we de­
clare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled 
the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised 
up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second 
psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
And as concerning that he raised him up from the 
dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on 
this wise, I will give you the sure mercies of David. 
Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt 
not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. For 
David, after he had served his own generation by the 
will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fa­
thers, and saw corruption: but he, whom God raised 
again, saw no corruption.” — Acts 13: 32-37.

This Scriptural proof shows that the everlasting 
covenant, even the sure mercies of David, is really 
between God and his beloved Son Christ and those who 
become his associates. God took away the diadem and 
the crown from Israel’s king at the overthrow of 
Zedekiah and stated that he would not give it to an­
other until he comes whose right it is. That crown 
when placed upon the head of the One whose right it 
is would be represented by pure gold, for the reason 
that gold is symbolic of things divine; and since the 
right proceeds from Jehovah, the Divine One, the 
crown is placed upon the head of him who is anointed 
to things divine. Of Jesus Christ, the Anointed of 
God, the prophet wrote: “ For thou preventest him 
with the blessings of goodness: thou settest a crown 
of pure gold on his head.” — Ps. 21: 3.

When Jesus was about to die he prayed to his father 
that he might have the glory of life that he had 
enjoyed with Jehovah before the world was. He asked 
no honor above that in consideration of the zeal and 
faithfulness he had shown. God granted his request for 
life and gave him even more because the covenant 
involved more. “ He asked life of thee, and thou 
gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever. 
His glory is great in thy salvation: honor and majesty 
hast thou laid upon him. For thou hast made him 
most blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding 
glad with thy countenance.” —Ps. 21:4-6.

Furthermore the prophet concerning him said: 
“ Thou wilt prolong the king’s life [by breaking the 
bonds of death]; and his years as many generations. 
He shall abide before God for ever.” —Ps. 61: 6, 7.

It necessarily follows that the covenant was a guar­
antee of life and immortality to Jesus because of his 
faithfulness unto God in the performance of the cove­
nant. The everlasting covenant with Jesus was there­
fore for life, immortality, a throne, a crown and a 
kingdom. When he was about to finish his earthly



course he said to his disciples that his Father had 
covenanted with him for a kingdom and that he would 
covenant with them also for a kingdom.—Luke 22: 
29, 30, Diaglott.

This statement, together with other Scriptural 
proof, shows beyond a question that Jesus is the One

by whom the everlasting covenant is fulfilled, and that 
in his unselfishness toward his faithful followers he 
covenants and agrees to take them into the kingdom 
with him. This is also a part of the preparation look­
ing to the setting up of the government of righteous­
ness for man.

GRATITUDE TO JEHOVAH

Dear Brother Rutherford:
We wieli to acknowledge, with gratitude to Jehovah, the re­

ceipt o f Vindication Books Two and Three. With others we 
looked forward to a clearer understanding of Ezekiel’s proph­
ecy, his temple vision, and the Jehu work. After the first read­
ing we are rejoicing in the increased light.

It is our desire to now have a part with Jehovah’s witnesses

in carrying this message to the people to the vindication o f 
his name.

The announcement concerning the new booklets and Preser­
vation comes as a happy surprise.

May the Lord grant you his strength and much joy in the 
present service.

Your bretluen by His grace,
D wight and J uliet EIenyon, Pioneers.
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INSTRUCTION FOR SERVICE

The Watchtower advises that an assembly of Jehovah’s 
witnesses will be held at the points and on the dates named 
below fo r the purpose of more effectively organizing the 
field service and for instructing Jehovah's witnesses who
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