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"And all thy children shall be taught o f Jehovah; and 
great shall be the peace o f thy children.” -Isaiah  5 4 :1 3 .

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH 
TH A T JEHOVAH is the only true God, is from everlasting 

to everlasting, the Maker o f  heaven and earth and the Giver 
o f  life  to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning o f 
his creation and his active agent in the creation o f all 
things; that the Logos is now the Lord Jesus Christ in gloiy, 
clothed with all power in heaven and earth, and the Chief 
Executive Officer o f Jehovah.

TH AT GOD created the earth for man, created perfect 
jr.an for the earth and placed him upon it ; that man wilfully 
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by 
reason o f Adam’s wrong act all men are bora sinners and 
without the right to life.

TH AT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf­
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive 
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jesus divine and 
exalted him to heaven above every creature and above every 
name and clothed him with all power and authority.

TH AT JEHOVAH’ S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and 
that Christ Jesus is the Chief Officer thereof and is the 
rightful King o f the world; that the anointed and faithful 
followers o f Christ Jesus are children o f Zion, members o f 
Jehovah’s organization, and are his witnesses whose duty and 

rivilege it is to testify to the supremacy o f Jehovah, declare 
is purposes toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and 

to bear the fruits o f  the kingdom before all who will hear.
TH AT THE W ORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ 

has been placed by Jehovah upon his throne o f authority, 
has ousted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the 
establishment o f  God’s kingdom on earth.

TH AT THE RELIEF and blessings o f the peoples o f  earth 
can come only by and through Jehovah’s kingdom under 
Christ which has now begun; that the Lord’s next great 
act is the destruction o f Satan’s organization and the estab­
lishment o f  righteousness in the earth, and that under the 
kingdom all those who will obey its righteous laws shall be 
restored and live on earth forever.

ITS MISSION

THIS journal is published for the purpose o f  enabling 
the people to know Jehovah God and his purposes as 
expressed in the Bible. It publishes Bible instruction 

specifically designed to aid Jehovah’s witnesses. It provides 
systematic Bible study for all its readers and supplies teachers 
to aid any person or company o f persons engaged in sincere 
Bible study. It publishes suitable material for radio broad­
casting and for other means o f public instruction in the 
Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utter­
ances. It is entirely free and separate from all parties, sects 
or other worldly organizations. It is wholly and without 
reservation for the kingdom o f  Jehovah God under Christ 
his Beloved King. It is not dogmatic, but invites careful 
and critical examination o f its contents in the light o f  the 
Scriptures. I t  does not indulge in controversy, and its col­
umns are not open to personalities.
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Act of March S, 1879.

SERVICE CONVENTIONS
(In each instance, address of company service director is given.) 
Casper, Wyo. Dec. 18-20

C. D. Ebersold, 512 N. Kenwood 
Great Falls, Mont. Dec. 25-27

W. F. Gay, 303 2d Av., S. W.
Spokane, Wash. Jan. 1-3

Isaac Hagen, E-1728 Tenth Av.

“ KINGDOM”  BOOKLET FOR THE BLIND
Through its department for the Blind the Society has pre­

pared the booklet The Kingdom the Hope of the World in 
Braille. This is in one volume o f 88 pages; cost, $1.00. To 
any who are unable to purchase, the book will be sent on 
loan. Please address the Society’s Branch for the Blind, 
1210 Spear St., Logansport, Indiana.

1932 YEAR BOOK
The new Tear Hook is now ready for distribution. As is 

customary, in addition to an explanation o f the year Scrip­
ture text for 1932, the daily texts with comments, specially 
selected texts and comments for the Wednesday prayer and 
declaration meetings, it contains the president’s annual report

o f the progress o f the Lord’s work in every part o f the 
earth. The zeal o f Jehovah’s witnesses in declaring his word 
and name during the past year has resulted in an astounding 
distribution o f the message.

Think o f itl More than seventeen million pieces o f literature 
have been placed in the hands o f the people in twelve months’ 
timel Only loving, unselfish devotion to Jehovah can produce 
such results. The Tear Book contains a complete report for 
each country.

On account o f  the limited edition, and to cover the cost o f 
typesetting and plate-making, the usual price o f 50c per copy 
is asked. Those associated with companies should give their 
orders to the stockkeeper or director, so that the books can 
be sent in one freight shipment and thus save mail or ex­
press charges.

CALENDAR FOR 1932
A  calendar for the coming year will soon be ready for the 

brethren. It has a beautiful picture done in colors to illustrate 
the text o f Scripture chosen for the year 1932. Another feature 
is the date pad, on which the united testimony periods have 
been emphasized. Like last year’s calendar, it contains a spe­
cial message o f encouragement winch we trust will prove an 
inspiration to the brethren throughout the year.

The price is as usual, 30c when ordered singly, 25c when 
five or more are sent to one address.
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TH E  D E C IS IV E  T E S T
“ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”

—Matt. 22:37.

JEHOVAH informs his intelligent creatures that 
if they would live they must love him. He is the 
Law-giver and the Giver of life. He gives life 

to those who willingly obey his commandments. When 
God chose Israel for his people and nation his su­
preme command to that people was: ‘ ‘ And thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these 
words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 
And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, and on thy gates.” — Deut. 6: 5-9.

* The Lord Jehovah emphasizes the supreme im­
portance of this commandment. Further emphasis is 
given to this commandment by Jesus when he said: 
“ This is the first and great commandment.”  “ This 
do, and thou shalt live.” —Luke 10:28.

* The law of God, like the Lord himself, never 
changes, and applies to all his intelligent creatures 
who obtain life. (Mai. 3 :6 )  The law, first declared 
to the Jews, applies with equal force to all who are 
in a covenant with Jehovah to do his will. The state­
ment is authoritatively made in the Scriptures that 
such were written for the special benefit of the Chris­
tians who should be upon the earth at the end of the 
world, and therefore must mean that such Christians 
would be given a better understanding of the meaning 
o f God’s law at that time.— Rom. 1 5 :4 ; 1 Cor. 10:11.

4 The reason for the giving of that supreme com­
mandment is now made clearly to appear to those 
who arc in the covenant for the kingdom. Lucifer, 
once entrusted with a high commission of importance, 
demonstrated his lack of love for Jehovah God. Luci­
fer’s selfishness led to his rebellion. Then he defied 
Jehovah God to put men on earth who under the test 
would not yield to the influence of the Devil and curse 
Jehovah God. That defiance raised the great issue. 
Nothing short of perfect love of man for his Creator

God would prove or decide this question at issue in 
favor of Jehovah. If a man loves any thing or any 
creature more than he loves God, that would prove 
that the Devil had won the issue so far as that par­
ticular man is concerned. This proves that Jehovah 
gave the commandment, not for his own benefit, but 
for the benefit of his creatures. God is self-contained, 
and would not need to take any such action for his 
own benefit. God will vindicate his word and his 
name, and every man that remains true and faithful 
to God and thus maintains his integrity toward God 
will to that extent have some part in the vindication 
of Jehovah’s name. Man, taking this course, shall 
live and not die. The keeping of the commandment 
is therefore of the most vital importance to man. A 
failure to keep it means that man loses everything. 
The issue being squarely raised, God puts into opera­
tion forces that in due time shall definitely and for 
ever settle that issue in the right way.

8 Because the issue raised involves man, the test 
must be applied to man in order to determine that 
issue. Otherwise stated, the question at issue was and 
is, Will man be led away by the influence of Satan, 
or will he remain true to God? The decisive test, 
therefore, is love for God, and only those who prove 
true to Jehovah God under the test shall live.

6 It is certain that the test is applied only to prove 
whether or not man really loves Jehovah God. “ For 
the Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul.”  (Deut. 13:3) For forty years Jeho­
vah led the Israelites in the wilderness, as he said to 
them, “ to prove thee, to know what was in thine 
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, 
or no.”  (Deut. 8 :2 )  Under the test to which Israel 
was subjected almost all that people fell. God then 
established his people at Jerusalem, and only a small 
remnant of that people remained true to him. It was 
the lack of love for God that resulted in their fall. 
(Heb. 4 :3 )  A remnant of that people did remain 
true and faithful to God and received his approval. 
(Heb. 11:27-39) The divine rule of love for God is 
therefore definitely established.



THE ROYAL HOUSE

T Jehovah made it known that he would bring forth 
a royal seed which seed would in due time destroy 
Satan and his organization, and that thereby Jeho­
vah would completely vindicate his word and his 
name. All who would be of this promised seed must 
keep the great and supreme commandment and there­
fore must be put to the decisive test. Under that test 
each of those composing the seed of promise must prove 
his love for Jehovah God. Love for God means an 
unselfish devotion to the Most High. There could 
not possibly be any compromise with God’s enemies. 
The approved ones must be for Jehovah God, first, 
last and all the time. The moving cause for such 
course of uncompromising devotion to God must not 
be a desire or hope for personal gain or for the pos­
session o f power and authority, but must be entirely 
that of an unselfish desire to obey and please and 
to serve Jehovah. Thereby the creature proves what 
is in his heart, which is the seat of motive. (Deut. 
8 :2 )  He must have his mind set upon Jehovah and 
his righteous cause. The mind must be pure, and the 
motive, represented by the heart, likewise pure. Thus 
the man must prove his love for God is supreme, lov­
ing Jehovah with all his heart, mind and soul.

* The covenant of the perfect man Jesus to do the 
Will of Jehovah marks the beginning of the selection 
o f the royal house or promised seed. Satan must have 
known this fact, and therefore he applied the deci­
sive test to Jesus in the most subtle and severe man­
ner. Jehovah permitted the test in order to prove 
his side of the great question at issue. By means of 
flattery, fraud, deceit and the promise of great re­
ward Satan placed the test before Jesus. In each 
instance Jesus remained true and faithful unto God, 
because he loved Jehovah. God’s law was written in 
his heart, and he delighted to do his Father’s will. 
(Matt. 4 :3 -10 ; Ps. 40 :8 ) Jesus made it plain that 
it was the Devil who was persecuting him unto death 
and that God was permitting the same that the ques­
tion at issue might be decided right. For this reason 
he said: “ The prince of this world [Satan] hath noth­
ing in me. But that the world may know that I love 
the Father; and as the Father gave me command­
ment, even so I do.”  (John 14:30,31) Because of 
his love for Jehovah Jesus repeatedly said that he 
came, not to do his own will, but to do the will of his 
Father who sent him. Jesus permitted nothing to 
cause him for one instant to flag in his uncompro­
mising devotion to Jehovah G od; and because of his 
loving devotion God gave to Jesus the highest place 
in his great organization. Those who shall be with 
Jesus Christ as members of his royal house must of 
necessity be put to a similar decisive test. It is the 
love of Christ, meaning the same kind of love that 
Christ has for Jehovah, that draws and holds together 
the members of the royal house in complete unity. 
(2 Cor. 5 :14 ) The members thereof are instructed

to “ be like-minded, having the same love, [and] be­
ing o f one accord, of one mind. Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus” . (Phil. 2 :2 ,5 )  
Each member of the royal house must be made into 
the likeness of Christ Jesus. (Rom. 8 :29 ) “ Accord­
ing as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love.”  (Eph. 1 :4 )  This means 
nothing more nor less than complete, absolute and 
unselfish devotion of the creature to Jehovah, the 
great Creator. In no other manner could the follow­
ers of Christ maintain their integrity toward God. 
Concerning those who are ultimately made members 
of the royal house the apostle says that nothing 
“ shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” . (Rom. 8 :39 ) 
These and many corroborating Scriptural texts show 
that the decisive test imposed upon the creature is 
whether or not he really loves Jehovah God.

APPLYING THE TEST

9 From the time he is brought forth as a son of God 
and invited into the covenant for the kingdom he is 
afforded the opportunity of demonstrating his love 
for God. “ Therefore, having girded up the loins of 
your mind, and being vigilant, do you hope perfectly 
for the gift to be brought to you at the Revelation of 
Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not conform 
yourselves to the former lusts in your ignorance; but 
as he who called you is holy, do you also become holy 
in all your conduct; for it has been written, You shall 
be holy, because I am holy. ’ ’— 1 Pet. 1:13-16, Diag.

10 This precludes any division of one’s devotion be­
tween God and some creature. To be holy means to 
be fully and completely devoted to God and his right­
eousness. Nothing but absolute and complete devotion 
to God will meet the requirements of the rules given 
and which must be obeyed by those who ultimately 
receive his approval. It is manifest from these Scrip­
ture texts that the decisive test comes when the Lord 
Jesus appears at the temple of Jehovah for judgment. 
This conclusion is further supported by the scripture 
saying: “ For we must all appear before the judg­
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.”  (2 Cor. 5 :10 ) The 
time for such judgment is when Christ appears at his 
temple for judgment. Prior to that time many failed 
to keep the great commandment, and fell away; but 
when Christ began judgment every one that had re­
sponded to the invitation for the kingdom must be 
put to the decisive test.—Mai. 3:1-3.

11 The judgment of Christ must begin at the house 
of God, meaning those who have been invited and 
who have responded to the call for the kingdom. 
(1 Pet. 4 :17 ) This judgment, as the Scriptures show, 
brings plainly to view two classes, to wit: the one 
that is not approved, and the other one that is ap­



proved by the Lord. The Scriptures show that those 
who are not approved attempt to stand in their own 
righteousness, that is to say, by their own efforts at­
tempt to make themselves "perfect in character” . 
Such claim to be more holy than others, that is to 
say, that they are made of "better stuff”  than their 
brethren. As such come to the time of judgment they 
are represented as saying to others: "Stand by thy­
self, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou.”  
(Isa. 65 :5 ) The other class, who receive the Lord’s 
approval, are represented by David as saying: 
"Judge me, 0  Lord; for I have walked in mine integ­
r ity ; I  have trusted also in the Lord; therefore I 
shall not slide. Examine me, 0  Lord, and prove m e; 
try my reins and my heart. For thy lovingkindness 
is before mine eyes; and I have walked in thy truth. 
I  have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in 
with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of 
evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked. I will 
wash mine hands in innocency; so will I compass thine 
altar, 0  Lord; that I may publish with the voice of 
thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 
Lord, I  have loved the habitation of thy house, and 
the place where thine honour dwelleth. ’ ’— Ps. 26:1-8.

12 This scripture is further proof that love for God 
means that the creature must and does trust entirely 
in the Lord and his righteousness, and not in him­
self ; that his heart is perfect toward God; that he is 
guided by the truth, and not by outside influence; 
that he refuses to have any part with dissemblers, 
and shuns the company of evildoers; and that he de­
lights to have part in the service of God by publish­
ing the truth to the honor of Jehovah’s name. Thus 
he maintains his integrity toward Jehovah. Those 
composing this class are not thinking of self, but are 
unselfishly giving attention to the interest of the king­
dom of God. This they do because they love God and 
are keeping his commandments gladly.

12 Both o f the above-named classes were once in line 
for the kingdom, because they were both invited and 
both responded to the call for the kingdom. At the 
final test it is made to appear by the Lord’s judg­
ment that one class is selfish, while the other class is 
wholly devoted to God and his kingdom. Concerning 
the unselfish class, Jesus says that upon his coming 
such would be found giving attention to the king­
dom, and because of their faithfulness in so doing he 
would commit to that class all his kingdom interests 
on earth, represented by "h is goods” . (Matt. 
24:44-47) It follows that both of these classes must 
be identified during the period of judgment. What 
are some of the Scriptural means of identification?

“WAILING AND GNASHING OF TEETH”

18 In several scriptures this phrase is used, to wit, 
"there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”  The 
correct application of the phrase clearly seems to be 
at the time the Lord is at the temple for judgment,

and that the wailing and gnashing of teeth is done 
by those once in line for the kingdom and who have 
failed in the decisive test. It does not appear that 
such wailing, weeping and gnashing of teeth is due 
to the fact that the ones so doing are greatly disap­
pointed because they have come to a realization that 
they have lost opportunity to enter into the kingdom. 
Such disappointment has long been understood to be 
the reason for such weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
but clearly that understanding is wrong. The wailing 
and gnashing of teeth shows a bad condition of heart 
and identifies the ones indulging therein as the ones 
that have failed under the decisive test.

15 The several texts which contain the words ‘ weep­
ing, wailing and gnashing of teeth’ must be consid­
ered in their proper setting. The coming of the Lord 
in his glory must refer to the time of the coming of 
Christ Jesus to the temple of Jehovah and of the 
building up of Zion, which shortly follows the time 
when God installs his beloved Son as King. It is 
written: "W hen the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory.”  (Matt. 25:31) 
That text surely does not refer to the millennial reign 
of Christ; but it does refer to and applies at the 
time when Jesus appears at the temple for judgment 
and begins judgment among God’s called people. The 
Scriptures are not written for the benefit of those of 
the world who will have a trial during the millen­
nial reign of Christ, but are written for the benefit 
of the church. This scripture shows the Lord Jesus 
appearing for judgment and accompanied by his holy 
angels who serve his purposes. This conclusion is 
fully corroborated by the words written at Jude 14 
and 15. The setting of these texts, therefore, is this: 
Jesus appears at the temple for judgment and he be­
gins judgment by taking account with those who 
have been invited to the kingdom; and he finds some 
unfaithful and some faithful.— Matt. 25:14-30.

18 Jesus also makes it clear that some are offenders 
and some do iniquity or work unlawfully, and that 
these are gathered out from the kingdom and cast 
into outer darkness and that they wail and gnash 
their teeth. On an occasion Jesus was instructing his 
disciples concerning the kingdom. He used a little 
child to illustrate those who are in line for the king­
dom. Then he said to his disciples: " I t  must needs 
be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom 
the offence cometh!”  (Matt. 18 :7 ) The words 
offense and offend as used in these and similar texts 
mean to scandalize, entrap, to seduce, to trip up, to 
entice to sin, to lead into apostasy, or turn away from 
God. Because of the great question at issue it is cer­
tain that Satan will put forth his strongest efforts 
to entrap, to seduce and trip up and turn away from 
God, those who are in the covenant with God. Such 
is the very work in which Satan is engaging in his 
attempt to make effective his challenge to Jehovah.



Satan uses men for that very purpose; and Jesus says, 
“ Woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!”  
and then adds that the one thus causing offense it 
would be better for him if a mill stone were tied about 
his neck and he were thrown into the sea. Applying 
these texts in the time of judgment where they prop­
erly apply, it is clear that “ the man of sin” , “ the 
non o f perdition,”  working after the manner of Sa­
tan, is the “ man by whom the offence cometh” . Such 
man is spoken of as representing a class. It is the 
“ evil servant”  class. Such offender is used by Satan 
to entrap, deceive and to ensnare others who are in 
line for the kingdom. But why should anyone become 
such an offender? or why should others be deceived 
by these offenders? The apostle gives the answer: 
“ Because they received not the love of the truth.”  
(2 Thess. 2: 3-10) Anyone who obeys from the heart 
the great commandment and loves God with all his 
mind and heart and soul would not be offended or 
become an offender or be deceived. Love for God is 
therefore the decisive test. Because some responded 
to the call for the kingdom with a selfish motive, and 
therefore had an impure heart, these fell away to 
Satan, became a part of the “ evil servant”  class 
which brings offense and which “ man”  ensnares 
others.

17 The words of Jesus concerning ‘ offenders’ have 
been woefully misapplied. For instance, one claiming 
to be in a covenant with God imagines that he has a 
cause for offense by reason of the conduct or miscon­
duct of his brother, and he uses such as an excuse or 
justification to withdraw from God’s organization 
and charges his brother with responsibility therefor. 
That is entirely wrong, and a wrong application of 
the words of Jesus. One who really loves God as 
Christ loves him cannot be turned away or separated 
from God and his organization by ‘ angels, powers, 
things present or future, or by any man or any crea­
ture’. (Rom. 8 :38 ,39) Whether any creature who 
claims to be a brother in Christ treats you ill or well, 
pleases or displeases you, such is no excuse or justi­
fication for you to cease full devotion and service to 
the Lord God. It is selfishness, or lack of love for 
God, that causes one to become an offender and to 
cause offense. Jesus did not say that he would gather 
out from the kingdom those who become hurt or of­
fended at their brethren, but that he would gather out 
“ all things that offend, and them which do iniquity” . 
It is therefore the selfish who, because of selfishness, 
try to entrap and induce others to follow them that 
thereby become offenders and bring offenses. Under 
the test they are disapproved and fall away to Sa­
tan and do his service; that is to say, they work un­
lawfully, or contrary to God’s way, and are therefore 
workers of iniquity.

*• Upon the coming of the Lord to the temple for 
judgment he discerns these selfish ones who work un­
lawfully, and concerning such he says: “ The Son of

man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather 
out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace 
of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ’ ’ 
(Matt. 13:41,42) Men have nothing to do with 
gathering these offenders and iniquitous workers out 
of the kingdom. The angels, at the commandment of 
the Lord Jesus, do that work. Immediately following 
such gathering out those who are thus gathered out 
set up a wail or complaint and begin to gnash their 
teeth and thus continue to so do. This they do, not 
because of disappointment and chagrin by reason of 
discovering their loss of the kingdom, but by reason 
of a bad condition of heart,

19 Again, Jesus identified these offenders as “ that 
evil servant” . Many of the consecrated who were in­
vited to the kingdom expected the Lord would take 
them to heaven in 1914 to aid him in governing the 
universe. The year 1914 came and passed, and they 
were not taken to heaven. Then many of these began 
to say by their course of action that the Lord had de­
layed his coming. Of such Jesus says that ‘ then that 
evil servant will say in his heart, The Lord has de­
layed his coming’. The heart is the seat of motive; 
therefore by his course of action or conduct the “ evil 
servant”  class declares the Lord has delayed his com­
ing. The facts exactly fit these prophetic words of the 
Lord Jesus. Beginning with approximately 1918 a 
number of the consecrated and called ones began to 
exercise their selfish propensities. By their course of 
action they showed that they did not believe that the 
Lord had come. Later, when the Lord disclosed that 
he had come to his temple, they refused to accept that 
truth. Today these who oppose the work of declaring 
the message of the kingdom, the presence of the Lord, 
the overthrow of Satan’s organization, and the estab­
lishment of righteousness in the earth, and who oppose 
those who are giving this message of truth, constant­
ly say: “ Where is there any evidence that the Lord 
came to his temple in 1918?”  Although there has been 
much published in The Watchtower calling their 
attention to the overwhelming proof that the Lord 
came to his temple in 1918, these opposers refuse to 
hear or believe it. They refuse to have anything to 
do with the kingdom work, and, by their course of 
action, in their hearts say, ‘ The Lord has delayed his 
coming’ ; and they begin to smite their brethren, even 
as Christ foretold. Concerning such “ evil servant”  
Jesus said: “ The Lord . . . shall cut him asunder, 
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: 
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  This 
scripture does not apply to the millennial reign of 
Christ, but applies now; and the physical facts show 
that it is actually being fulfilled.

"T h e  parable of the wedding garment relates to 
the same thing. (Matt. 22:11-14) The wedding gar­
ment is a symbol identifying those wearing it as the 
ones who are doing kingdom work by bearing the



fruits o f the kingdom because o f their love for God. 
The workers o f iniquity, or unlawful workers, are 
doing exactly the contrary. They refuse to bear any 
o f the fruits o f the kingdom; and thus they put off 
the wedding garment and by so doing identify them­
selves as workers of iniquity. Because they do not 
love God, the Lord, as he said he would do, binds 
them hand and foot and casts them into darkness, 
and thereafter they do not and cannot understand the 
truth that the Lord is now revealing to those who 
love him. (Ps. 92 :6 ) The words of Jesus are: “ Bind 
him hand and foot, and take him away, and east 
him into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”  (Matt. 22:13,14) This definitely identifies 
the class as those who are called to and who are re­
jected for the kingdom and who go to make up “ the 
man of sin” , “ the son of perdition,”  or “ evil serv­
ant ’ ’.

21 On another occasion Jesus said: “ And I say 
unto you, That many shall come from the east and 
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the chil­
dren of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer dark­
ness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  
(Matt. 8 :11 ,12 ) To the same effect his speech is 
recorded at Luke 13:28,29. These texts do not refer 
to weeping and gnashing of teeth during the millen­
nial reign of Christ when he restores the obedient 
ones. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob will be earthly rep­
resentatives of the kingdom, and other people will 
come and sit down with them; but none of these will 
be any part of the kingdom. Nor do these scriptures 
say that any will weep or wail because they see others 
sitting down with these faithful men in the kingdom. 
In Matthew 8 :12  Jesus speaks of an entirely differ­
ent matter from that mentioned in verse eleven. 
Those who are in line for the kingdom are prospective 
“ children of the kingdom” ; and because they do not 
love God they will be gathered out and cast into dark­
ness and shall weep and gnash their teeth. All these 
texts bearing upon the matter show that the weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth takes place at the time 
Jesus is at the temple judging and gathering unto 
himself his own. The context of Matthew 8:11,12 
and Luke 13: 28, 29 definitely and conclusively show 
that the weeping and gnashing of teeth is applied to 
those once in line for the kingdom and who are gath­
ered out. Jesus is now at the temple for judgment 
and judgment progresses. Even the “ evil servant”  
class now can see or discern that Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob and the prophets are representatives of the 
kingdom; and at this time the “ evil servant”  class 
are wailing and gnashing their teeth upon their 
brethren, not because of their own disappointment, 
but because of an evil condition of heart. The words 
at Luke 13:28 merely fix the time when the weeping 
and gnashing o f  teeth takes place, which time is when

or after it is seen that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and the prophets are representatives of the kingdom. 
The preceding verse definitely shows that this is the 
time the Lord says to the rejected ones, or the “ evil 
servant” : “ Depart from me, all ye workers of iniq­
uity.”  It seems more likely that the “ weeping”  as 
referred to in Luke 13:28 will take place just before 
the complete destruction of the “ man of sin” . Mani­
festly Judas was a type of the “ man of sin” . Just 
before his death Judas was filled with remorse to such 
a degree that he went and hanged himself. This may 
indicate that the “ man of sin” , just before complete 
destruction, will realize not only that Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob are in the realm of the kingdom but that 
those composing the “ man of sin”  have no show 
whatsoever of being of the kingdom, and then they 
will be filled with remorse even as Judas was.

22 The foregoing texts use the words “ wailing”  and 
“ weeping”  interchangeably. Both words are derived 
from the same root word. Both mean an outward 
expression of sorrow or anger. Not everyone that 
wails or weeps is sincerely sorrowful and repentant. 
The fact that Jesus uses the words “ gnashing of 
teeth”  in the same sentence with “ weeping”  and 
“ wailing”  is conclusive proof that the weeping and 
wailing results not from sincere and godly sorrow, 
but that such is an expression of anger and chagrin 
which is induced by selfishness. “ Gnashing of teeth”  
as used in these texts means: To grate the teeth in 
rage and anger, to give expression to chagrin, hatred, 
ill will and malice. The very language of the text 
and the context discloses that this expression of cha­
grin, hatred, ill will and malice is directed against 
those who remain true and faithful to God, and that 
those who indulge in such expression of malice and 
hatred are the ones whom the Lord lias rejected and 
gathered out from the kingdom. Those who really 
love God do not fret and complain concerning the evil 
that is done by others. The lovers of God are not con­
cerned about receiving the approval of men. If one 
is wholly devoted to God he will not seek or even 
desire the approval of men. Therefore he would have 
no occasion to grate or grind his teeth against others 
or wail against them.

THE FULFILMENT

23 To mark individuals and hold them up to ridicule 
could accomplish no good. That is not the purpose of 
what is here said. All these parables spoken by Jesus 
and which are related to the kingdom are prophecies. 
The only way we can get a proper understanding of 
these prophecies is to apply the facts which are well 
known to the words uttered by the Lord. Manifestly 
the Lord purposed that the anointed should have an 
understanding and should profit thereby. Let us 
therefore apply the well known facts to the prophecy, 
to the end that we may have an understanding of 
the Lord’s purposes concerning his people.



24 The facts which are well known to exist and 
which apply to the prophetic words o f Jesus are 
these: In 1914 Jehovah placed his King upon his 
throne. The three and one-half years immediately 
following afforded the opportunity to test those who 
had responded to the call to the kingdom, as to wheth­
er or not they were selfish or unselfish. In 1916 the 
president o f the Watch Tower Bible and Tract So­
ciety died. A paper writing was found which he had 
signed and which was called his “ last will and testa­
ment” , but which in fact was not a will. It then 
appeared that Brother Russell, some years before his 
death, had concluded that he could not make such a 
will. The work of God’s organization is not subject 
to the control of man or to be controlled by the will 
o f  any creature. It was therefore not possible to carry 
on the work of the Society to the Lord’s glory and 
honor as outlined in that paper writing, called a 
“ will” .

25 Even before the death of Brother Russell there 
arose certain men in the organization who sought and 
conspired to take over the control of the Society and 
to conduct it according to their own wishes. In this 
they failed. They also failed to get control of the 
management of the Society after the death of Brother 
Russell. Failing in this, they set out to do a work 
in their own way and contrary to God’s appointed 
way, and thereby became workers of iniquity, or law­
less workers. These same men then set traps to en­
snare others and to cause them to turn away from 
God’s organization and his work. They have con­
tinued even to this day thus to do, and have succeeded 
in  entrapping a number and turning them away from 
God’s appointed work; and thus such workers of 
iniquity have been used by Satan to cause offense, 
even as Christ Jesus foretold. (Matt. 1 8 :6 ,7 ) The 
decisive test came, and this test disclosed that such 
men did not love God with all their heart, mind and 
soul, but were moved by selfish desires. God’s an­
nounced rule is that such necessarily must fail under 
the test; and hence they prove themselves unfit for 
the. kingdom. Therefore, as Jesus had foretold he 
would do, he sent forth his angels and gathered these 
offenders and workers of iniquity out from the king­
dom, and from that time they were in a ‘ fiery furnace’ 
o f trouble and controversy. They were cast by the 
Lord into outer darkness; that is to say, the truth that 
the Lord then began to reveal to the temple class and 
has since revealed to the temple class is entirely hid 
from those whom he gathered out. They are in dark­
ness and under the influence of the prince of darkness. 
These do not weep and wail because of disappoint­
ment for the loss of the kingdom. They even set 
themselves up as God’s special favored ones. (2 Thess. 
2 :4 )  In this they deceive themselves and they also 
deceive others. I f  their claim in this respect were 
true, they would not weep or wail, but would rejoice. 
Those who are favored of the Lord to be in the temple

are greatly rejoicing. This gathered out or rejected 
class, however, do weep and wail, and they gnash 
their teeth against their brethren, because, they say, 
“ Brother Russell’s will is being ignored, and The 
Watch tower is not being published as he directed” ; 
and they hold up their hands in holy horror and shed 
crocodile tears because the Lord’s organization on 
earth is not being used according to the will o f a 
man. In other words, they make these pretenses as a 
cause for weeping and wailing and sorrow. They 
wail, complain and weep because they have not charge 
of the Society. They gnash their teeth against those 
who are engaged in the Lord’s work, and they give 
expression to all manner of ill will, malice and lying 
statements against those whom they once claimed to 
be their brethren. Jude mentions the same class, and 
his words definitely fix the time when this wailing 
and weeping begins, to wit, at the time the Lord Je­
sus Christ comes to the temple of Jehovah for judg­
ment. He says: “ These are murmurers, complainers, 
walking after their own lusts [selfish desires] ; and 
their mouth speaketh great swelling words [claiming 
themselves to be God’s favored ones], having men’s 
persons in admiration because of advantage [in other 
words, they express their admiration for the person 
of man and desire admiration for themselves, and 
their conduct and course of action exactly fit the 
words of the apostle].”  They make great pretense 
of love and devotion to a man, namely Brother 
Russell, but it is manifest they do so with a view of 
gaining some selfish advantage. The purpose, there­
fore, of mentioning these matters, and manifestly the 
purpose of the Lord in permitting his people to un­
derstand them, is that they might avoid such work-1 
ers of iniquity.

28 Again Jesus definitely shows that the ‘ weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth’ is done by those who 
were once in line for the kingdom and who because of 
their selfishness, or lack of love for God, were rejected 
by the Lord, gathered out from those in line for the 
kingdom, and assigned to the place of the hypocrites: 
“ And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to 
eat and drink with the drunken; the Lord of that 
servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for 
him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, and shall 
cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. ’ ’—Matt. 24: 49-51.

27 In the parable of the talents Jesus again definite­
ly shows that these scriptures apply to those who 
responded to the call for the kingdom, who received 
into their custody and keeping kingdom interests and 
who because of selfishness, or lack of love for God, 
do contrary to the kingdom. Such the Lord Jesus 
calls the “ wicked and slothful servant” , and com­
mands: “ Take therefore the talent from him, and 
give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto 
every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have



abundance; but from him that hath not shall be taken 
away even that which he hath. And cast-ye the un­
profitable servant into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ ’— Matt. 25: 2S-30.

18 It must be kept in mind that all these scriptures 
in which mention is made of ‘ weeping, wailing and 
gnashing of teeth’ relate to the kingdom, and their 
application is limited to those who respond to the call 
to the kingdom and who are not chosen for the reason 
that they fail under the decisive test. They do not 
love Jehovah. By their course of action they place 
themselves against God and on the side of Satan; and 
so far as the great issue involving them is concerned, 
such is determined on the side of Satan. That being 
true, there is but one possible result. God wrote the 
judgment long ago in the words of the year text for 
1931, to wit: “ The Lord preserveth all them that love 
him; but all the wicked will he destroy.’ ’—Ps. 145:20.

89 So far as those called to the kingdom are con­
cerned, Jesus Christ pronounces and executes the 
judgment at the time he is at the temple of Jehovah 
for judgment. (1 Pet. 4 :17 ,18 ) In the text last 
above cited, after telling of the judgment, Peter then 
admonishes those in the covenant for the kingdom as 
follows: “ Wherefore, let them that suffer according 
to the will of God, commit the keeping of their souls 
to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.”  
(1 Pet. 4 :1 9 ) Regardless of all persecution, lying 
and malicious slander that may be heaped upon 
God’s people, Jehovah gives his word of promise that 
he will preserve them that are faithful and that love 
him, and hence they need not fret themselves con­
cerning what others do to them. “ Fret not thyself 
because of evil doers, neither be thou envious against 
the workers of iniquity: for they shall soon be cut 
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 
Trust in Jehovah, and do good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight 
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass: 
and he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the 
light, and thy judgment as the noonday. ’ ’— Ps. 37:1-6.

THE RIGHTEOUS

80 Jehovah by his prophet definitely states that 
when Jesus Christ appears at the temple he applies 
the final and decisive test and selects the approved 
or righteous, “ that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness.”  (Mai. 3 :1 -3 ) No one is 
righteous within himself. The judgment of the Lord 
determines who is righteous. Those who under the 
decisive test prove that they love Jehovah God as he 
has commanded, are brought by the Lord under the 
robe of righteousness, which denotes their being ap­
proved. These are brought into the temple and budd­
ed up in Zion. (Isa. 61:10) These are therefore 
righteous by reason of being in Christ and a part of

“ The Servant” . It is out of Zion that Jehovah shines. 
(Ps. 5 0 :2 ; 102:16) The remnant of Zion now on 
earth must show forth Jehovah’s praises and there­
fore must shine forth as his witnesses. Jesus makes 
it plain that when he causes the offenders and lawless 
to be gathered out of the kingdom, such will wail and 
gnash their teeth against the Lord’s anointed. Then 
concerning the faithful anointed ones Jesus adds: 
“ Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.” —Matt. 13:43.

81 The last-quoted text must now be fulfilled. Je­
hovah has declared unto his remnant: “ Ye are my 
witnesses . . . that I am God.”  To these he has given 
a new name, which the mouth of Jehovah has named. 
He has branded or labeled these as his witnesses on 
the earth. He has put his message of truth in the 
mouth of this faithful witness class; covered them 
with his protecting hand; and commissioned them, 
and sends them forth to sing his praises and to thus 
shine before men while the work is carried forward 
to the vindication of his holy name. The faithful will 
prove their perfect love towards Jehovah. “ Jehovah 
preserveth all them that love him.”

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
7 1-3. Quote “ the first and great commandment". To whom 

was it given? For what purpose was it recorded? To 
whom does it apply? Point out its importance.

7 4. Account for Jehovah’s giving this commandment. Piove 
that Jehovah gave it for the benefit of his creatures.

7 5, 6. Just what is the decisive test as applied to man? 
Prove this from the Scritpures. To what test was Israel 
subjected? With what result to Israel, and why?

7 7. State clearly Jehovah's purpose in the royal seed which 
he declared he would bring forth. What is the supreme 
test to be met by those who would be of that promised 
seed? Just how does one prove his supreme love for God? 

7 8. Describe how Jesus demonstrated his supreme love for 
Jehovah. Point out the lesson emphatically taught thereby. 

7 9, 10. How does 1 Peter 1 : 13-16 present the matter? Ex­
plain this exhortation, and show its present application. 

7 11-13. Apply the statement that ‘ ‘ judgment must begin at 
the house of G od ". Describe two classes disclosed by 
such judgment. Account for this result. Psalm 26: 1-8 
proves what important points?

7 14, 15. The statement “ There shall be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth" applies when, and how? Prove the time of 
application of Matthew 25 :31 .

7 16. Explain the words ‘ ‘ offense ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ offend ’ ’ as here used. 
Prove the identity of “ that man by whom the offence 
cometh” . Account (a) for anyone’s becoming an offender, 
(b) For others’ being deceived by the offenders.

7 17, 18. Explain whether the conduct of others should affect 
one’s status or attitude in relation to God and God’s 
organization. What, then, is the nature of the “ offense”  
and of the “ iniquity" referred to in Matthew 13 :41?  
By whom nnd how is the ‘ gathering out’ accomplished? 

7 19. With facts, show how Matthew 24: 48-51 applies.
7 20. Explain the symbolism of the wedding garment, mentioned 

in Matthew 22: 11,12. Relate facts which show that that 
prophetic parable has been in course of fulfilment.

7 21, 22. What points are made clear or corroborated (a) 
by Jesus ’ words in Matthew 8: 11,12 and in Luke 13: 28,29. 
(b) By the derivation of the words “ weeping" and 
“ wailing" and by Jesus’ using the words “ gnashing of 
teeth" in the same sentence with them?

7 23-26. How can Jesus’ parables of the kingdom be clearly 
understood? Relate facts showing fulfilment of his prophecy 
foretelling disclosure of an offending,1 ‘ evil servant ’ ’ class.



What is the real reason for their weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth f How does Jude describe this 
class t Compare his description, and that in Matthew 
24: 49-51, with the facts.

T 27. Trace the fulfilment of the parable of the talents.
1 28. As to their setting and their application, what is pecu­

liar of the scriptures in which mention is made of “ weep­
ing, wailing and gnashing of teeth” !  Quote the judg­
ment as expressed in Psalm 145: 20.

f  29. Quote Peter’s admonition given to those who are in the 
covenant for the kingdom and against whom the workers 
of iniquity direct their activities.

If 30, 31. Identify the “ righteous” . Those approved in the 
judgment are then granted what great privilege f What 
will then be the response of those who truly love Jehovah 
supremelyf What is Jehovah’s assurance to all who prove 
their love for him!

THE LORD COMES TO HIS TEMPLE

THE year nineteen hundred and eighteen (A.D.) 
is a very important year in human history. It 
marks not only the end of the bloody World 

War, but also a far more important event which 
sacred prophecy speaks of as the Lord’s coming to 
his temple, the coming of him who is “ the desire of 
all nations’ ’.

It is important, then, to understand what is the 
temple of God and what is meant by the Lord’s com­
ing to his temple. In the book called Hebrews, chap­
ter three, verse five, the Apostle Paul looks back over 
many centuries, and says: “ And Moses verily was 
faithful in all his house, as a servant.”  In the next 
verse the apostle states that Christ Jesus is the Head 
o f the house of the sons of God. In the New Testa­
ment writings the temple of God is another name for 
the house of sons. The temple is made up of God’s 
anointed ones, Jesus Christ himself being the “ chief 
comer stone”  thereof, and the faithful members of 
his body, the true church, constituting the other 
‘ living stones’. (Eph. 2:18-22) The Apostle Paul 
furnishes further proof of this fact when, in Second 
Corinthians, chapter six, verse sixteen, he says to the 
faithful Christians: “ Ye are the temple of the living 
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people.”  In First Corinthians, chapter three, 
verse sixteen, he says to the same Christians: “ Know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
spirit o f God dwelleth in you?”  The coming of the 
Lord to his temple would mark the beginning of a 
time of special understanding of the divine prophe­
cies by those who are of the temple of G od; and the 
facts show this to be true.

It is the Lord Jesus, the Bridegroom, in whom the 
bride members of the church delight and for whose 
coming the bride class faithfully watched. This is 
proven by the prophecy which Jesus spoke concern­
ing the ten virgins, five o f whom were foolish, and 
five of whom were wise in that they took oil in the 
vessels for the lamps as they went forth to meet the 
Bridegroom. (Matt. 25:1-8) All during the time 
that Christ Jesus was ‘ preparing the way before Je­
hovah’ his true and faithful followers were watching 
and waiting for him to come and gather them to him­
self, even as he had prophesied he would do. With 
delight they anticipated his coming, because they de­

lighted in him. This identified them as the class men­
tioned by the Prophet Malachi as the ones ‘ delight­
ing in Jehovah’s Messenger’. These are called the 
“ virgins”  because they are pure and undefiled, trust­
ing wholly in the Lord. The true church is likened 
unto a pure virgin espoused to Christ. In Second 
Corinthians, chapter eleven, verse two, the apostle 
says: “ For I have espoused you to one husband, that 
I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”  
These are “ wise”  virgins because they diligently 
apply themselves to know the truth of God’s Word 
and then to obey it. The proverb (13 :1 ) says: “ A 
wise son heareth his father’s instruction.”  They are 
called the sons of God because they receive their life 
from God. These collectively are called the wise 
virgins, because the church, the bride of Christ, is 
represented as a pure woman.

A lamp is a symbol representing God’s Word of 
truth; it is written in the Psalms (119 :105): “ Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path.”  “ For thou art my lamp, 0  Lord; and the 
Lord will lighten my darkness.”  (2 Sam. 22 :29 ; 
Ps. 18:28) “ I have ordained a lamp for mine anoint­
ed,”  says the Lord. (Ps. 132:17) Kcferring now 
to the prophecy that Jesus spoke concerning his com­
ing to his temple and concerning the wise virgins and 
whatever action would be taken at that time, he said: 
“ Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps.”  (Matt. 25 :7 ) One trims a lamp to make it 
shine more brilliantly, that he may see to better ad­
vantage. The statement of Jesus means, therefore, 
that the faithful ones would at once begin to search 
the Scriptures more diligently, that they might ob­
tain greater light upon God’s Word. Therefore, with 
the coming of the Lord to his temple, the wise vir­
gins, being received into the temple condition, would 
be illuminated and have a better understanding of the 
Word of God.

It was three and one-half years after the anoint­
ing of Jesus and after his beginning to preach God’s 
kingdom on earth, that he rode into Jerusalem and 
offered himself as King, and immediately went to 
the temple or house of the Lord at Jerusalem and 
cleansed it. In the year nineteen hundred and four­
teen Jehovah set his anointed One upon his throne; 
therefore at that time Christ Jesus took his authority 
as King. Three and one-half years thereafter, to wit,



in the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, the Lord 
came to his temple, which is the temple of God. As 
shown by the words of the Prophet Malachi, one of 
the purposes of the Lord’s coming to his temple was 
and is to give those of the temple class a clearer un­
derstanding of God’s purposes. Therefore that would 
mark the beginning of a clearer understanding of the 
prophecies, because it was God’s due time.

Again referring to the third chapter of Malaehi’s 
prophecy in this connection, you will note that in verse 
three it is written: “ And he [the Lord at his temple] 
shall sit as a refiner and purifier o f silver; and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness.’ ’ In the Scriptures “ silver”  
is a symbol of the truth; therefore the Lord, after 
coming to his temple, would refine and purify the 
truth, that is to say, give a clearer vision of the truth 
to those of the temple class. It should be expected, 
therefore, that after nineteen hundred and eighteen 
the true followers of Christ would gradually increase 
in clearness o f vision of the truth and would have a 
better understanding of it than they had before, and 
particularly with reference to the prophecies. The 
facts show that that is exactly what has come to pass, 
and this in fulfilment of the prophecy. The temple 
class learned that the Lord had not come for the pur­
pose o f taking all to heaven; but later they had a 
better understanding of God’s purposes, and learned 
that the Lord had something for the temple class 
remaining on earth to do before being taken into heav­
enly glory. The coming of the Lord to his temple, 
therefore, marks the beginning of the days of under­
standing o f the prophecies.

It was from the sons of Levi that the priests of the 
nation o f Israel were taken, which fact prophetically 
foretold that God’s “ royal priesthood”  would be tak­
en from amongst those consecrated to the Lord God. 
(1 Pet. 2 :9 ,1 0 ) The statement of the prophet that 
when Jesus came to his temple he would “ purify the 
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, fore­
told that with the coming of the Lord to his temple 
he would take account with and cleanse those who had 
been taken into the covenant of sacrifice, that the 
approved ones might be known, and that these would 
have a clearer vision of God’s purposes and would 
joyfully do God’s will. It would be expected, there­
fore, that after nineteen hundred and eighteen, when 
this purifying work began, the true followers and 
the approved ones would have a clearer vision of 
God’s Word, and that those who were not thus ap­
proved would not have a clearer vision of his Word. 
The physical facts show that that is exactly what 
occurred following the year nineteen hundred and 
eighteen. Some became offended and forsook the 
Lord and his work. Others, after the trying experi­
ences, began to have a clearer vision of the prophe­
cies and of God’s purposes, and greatly rejoiced

therein. It was after nineteen hundred and eighteen 
that God’s anointed people first saw and appreciated 
the meaning o f what are prophetically called “ the 
robe of righteousness”  and “ the garments of salva­
tion ’ ’.

In the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, verse ten, God 
had caused his prophet to say these words: “ I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful 
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with 
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her 
jewels.”  After nineteen hundred and eighteen the 
wise virgin class began to see that the robe of right­
eousness means Jehovah’s approval, and that the gar­
ments of salvation identify these approved ones who 
are pleasing to God and who are honestly endeavor­
ing to do his will. Seeing this, they began to rejoice 
greatly, and having continued under the robe of 
righteousness, they have likewise continued to rejoice. 
Many of the other prophecies began to open up to the 
anointed after that time, and as their vision thereof 
clarified, their joy in the Lord continued.

Further corroborative testimony is given by the 
prophecy uttered by Christ Jesus the great Prophet 
relating to the end of the world and what followed 
thereafter. He said: “ The kingdoms o f this world 
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ.”  (Rev. 11:15) That corresponds exactly 
with the words of God’s prophet in Psalm Two, verse 
six, where the Lord expresses himself as having 
placed his Son upon his throne. Then in that con­
nection Jesus further prophesied, saying: “ And the 
nations were angry, and thy wrath is come.”  (Rev. 
11:17,18) In nineteen hundred and fourteen the 
nations became angry, and the World War began and 
continued for four years, ending in nineteen hundred 
and eighteen. That World War and the attending 
events were exactly in fulfilment of the prophetic 
words of Jesus recorded in Matthew’s gospel, chapter 
twenty-four, verses seven to ten. It was in that year 
of nineteen hundred and eighteen that the Lord came 
to his temple. Then was fulfilled the prophecy of 
Revelation, chapter eleven, verse nineteen, reading: 
“ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and 
there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: 
and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunder- 
ings, and an earthquake, and great hail.”

The temple of God was open to those approved ones 
of the temple class, and therefore such began to have 
a better understanding of heavenly things. From that 
time forward the members of the temple class have 
understood the prophecies as they had never under­
stood them before, because that marked the beginning 
of God’s due time for such understanding. The flash­
ing of the ‘ lightning’, as stated by the Lord, repre­
sents God’s truth; and as it flashed upon the temple 
class, the members thereof continued to have a clearer



vision o f the Lord’s purpose, and particularly of the 
prophecies. This represents what the New Testament 
calls the e-pi-pha-nei-a, or the presence of the Lord 
and “ shining forth”  with increased light. Such con­

dition of shining forth with increased light must 
continue until the “ apocalypse”  (a-po-ka-lyp-sis), or 
complete uncovering of God’s purposes pertaining to 
his kingdom or righteous government.

DIVINE PURPOSE TOWARD MANKIND

LET u s  at this time reason, briefly, upon God’s 
purpose as set forth in the Bible. Man finds 
himself in an unhappy condition, sick, suffering 

and dying. What is the reason? God answers: Adam, 
the first man, sinned and was justly sentenced to 
death. This took place before any of his children were 
born. All of his offspring were born imperfect and 
inherited from Adam imperfection; therefore all 
came under condemnation. Condemnation means to 
be disapproved. “ Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. ’ ’ 
(Rom. 5 :12 ) And the Psalmist David says: “ Behold, 
I  was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me. ’ ’—Ps. 51: 5.

Why should God permit all to be in sin! This is 
answered by the twenty-second verse of the third 
chapter of Galatians, which says: “ But the scripture 
[statement] has shut up together all under sin, in 
order that the promise by faith o f Jesus Christ might 
be given to the believers.”  (Diag.) Of course an im­
perfect child would spring from an imperfect father. 
In wisdom and in love God provided for the redemp­
tion of man, and the redemption price is valuable 
for the entire human race. The Apostle Paul thus 
puts it, in Romans, chapter five, verses eighteen and 
nineteen, saying: “ Therefore, as by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; 
even so by the righteousness of one the free gift 
came upon all men unto justification of life.”  

Justification to life is a gift from God. The first 
thing essential to a gift is knowledge. No man 
could accept a gift without knowing that the thing 
was offered to him. God has provided that his intelli­
gent creatures shall have knowledge. He presents this 
knowledge to man in at least two ways: First, by 
precept, which term means the commandments or 
the authoritative rule of action, or his expressed will 
as set forth in his Word, the Bible; and, second, by 
example, which means that which corresponds with 
or resembles something else which is to be followed; 
a pattern or picture, such as what the Scriptures call 
“ shadows”  or “ types” , which includes the use of men 
for the purpose of teaching lessons to other men.

The Lord has spread this course of learning over 
a wide range; and now at the end of the age, where 
we now are, God has shed greater light upon his 
Word and upon the transpiring incidents, that those 
who desire to know may have a knowledge of the

outworking of his purpose. (1 Cor. 10:11) For this 
reason it is now possible to understand much about 
the Scriptures that heretofore were not understand­
able by men. The student has therefore the keenest 
interest in watching the majestic steps of the Al­
mighty God, as he unfolds his great purpose leading 
up to the selection o f Him who shall deliver the hu­
man race. Also, it is of interest to mark Satan’s at­
tempt to interfere with God’s purpose.

The first clear proof that God was beginning to 
work out his purpose for man’s cleansing and deliver­
ance is found in the promise made to the patriarch 
Abraham, in which the Lord said to him: “ In thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”  
This promise must mean that God purposes to ar­
range for the removal of man’s disabilities; and then 
to restore him, if obedient, to the conditions enjoyed 
before the tragedy of Eden. This promised blessing 
must come through the seed. The seed must be de­
veloped and made manifest before the blessing could 
begin. Who then is the seed? The Apostle Paul 
answers the question, saying: “ Now to Abraham and 
his seed were the promises made. He [that is, God] 
saith not, And to seeds, as [though speaking] of 
many [seeds] ; but as of one, [saying,] And to thy 
seed, which is Christ. ’ ’— Gal. 3:16.

“ Christ”  means “ anointed one” . The anointed one 
means him who is clothed with authority to do certain 
things. We must then understand that God would 
clothe some one with authority to bring to mankind 
the blessings which he has promised. The Hebrew 
word “ Messiah”  means the same as “ Christ” . The 
Jews have long looked for their Messiah to come, and 
through him the bringing to them of the promised 
blessings. The Jews, the typical people of God, when 
in Egyptian bondage, represented all the human 
family in bondage to the Devil and to his organiza­
tion. Moses delivered the people from the hands of 
the wicked ruler Pharaoh, and in thus doing he pic­
tured Christ or the Messiah who shall deliver all 
mankind from Satan and the evil resulting from his 
influence. Moses said that he was a type or prophetic 
picture of the great Messiah or Deliverer. He said 
that such a one, when he came, would be clothed with 
authority to speak in the name of God; and that the 
people must obey him in order to have the promised 
blessings. Moses told the people that God had said 
to him these words:

“ I will raise them up a Prophet from among their



brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 
command him. And it shall come to pass, that who­
soever will not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him.” —Deut. 
18:18, 19.

When Jacob was on his deathbed he uttered a 
prophecy showing that the Deliverer must come 
through the tribe or house of Judah. (Gen. 49:10) 
The shepherd boy David was a descendant of the 
tribe o f Judah. He was anointed to be king over the 
nation of Israel. His name means “ beloved” . He 
was a type of the mighty One who would deliver the 
human race. It is written of David that he was a 
man after God’s own heart. (Acts 13:22; 1 Sam. 
13:14) W hy was David a man after God’s own heart, 
seeing that David was guilty of the crime against 
Uriah, one of his army officers? For that crime God 
punished David. But the reason he was a man after 
God’s own heart was that he never for one moment 
turned away from the true God to serve any other 
gods. The Devil was never able to seduce David to 
worship idols. David was always faithful and true 
to Jehovah. He did not at any time compromise the 
Lord’s righteous cause with that of the unrighteous­
ness of Satan’s organization. Be it noted here that 
David also pictures that class of creatures on earth 
who will be found approved by the Lord. No one 
will ever have God’s approval and be accepted as a 
member o f his kingdom who turns away from wor­
shiping, either directly or indirectly, the true God; 
or who lends aid, counsel, comfort or support to any 
part o f the Devil’s organization. He who has the 
approval of the Lord God must be absolutely faith­
ful to the Lord.

Satan used every means at his command to destroy 
David, but God prevented him from so doing. For 
example, in the second book of Samuel, chapter five, 
verses seventeen to twenty, it is recorded: ‘ ‘ But when 
the Philistines heard that they had anointed David 
king over Israel, all the Philistines came up to seek 
David; and David heard of it, and went down to the 
hold. The Philistines also came, and spread them­
selves in the valley of Rephaim. And David inquired 
o f the Lord, saying, Shall I go up to the Philistines? 
wilt thou deliver them into mine hand? And the 
Lord said unto David, Go up; for I will doubtless 
deliver the Philistines into thine hand. And David 
came to Baal-perazim, and David smote them there, 
and said, The Lord hath broken forth upon mine 
enemies before me, as the breach of waters. There­
fore he called the name of that place Baal-perazim.”

God gave David the victory over the nations who 
were enemies to Israel, and over them who were his 
personal enemies. Hence the record of the second 
book of Samuel, chapter twenty-two, verses one to 
thirty-seven, is: “ And David spake unto the Lord 
the words of this song, in the day that the Lord had

delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies, 
. . .  In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried 
to my God; and he did hear my voice out of his 
temple, and my cry did enter into his ears. . . . 
He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from 
them that hated me; for they were too strong for me. 
They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but 
the Lord was my stay. He brought me forth also into a 
large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in 
me. The Lord rewarded me according to my right­
eousness : according to the cleanness of my hands hath 
he recompensed me. For I have kept the ways of the 
Lord, and have not wickedly departed from my God. 
For all his judgments were before me: and as for 
his statutes, I did not depart from them. I was also 
upright before him, and have kept myself from mine 
iniquity. Therefore the Lord hath recompensed me 
according to my righteousness; according to my 
cleanness in his eyesight.

“ With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merci­
ful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself 
upright. With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself un­
savoury. And the afflicted people thou wilt save; but 
thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou mayest 
bring them down. For thou art my lamp, 0  Lord; 
and the Lord will lighten my darkness. For by thee 
I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped 
over a wall. As for God, his way is perfect; the word 
of the Lord is tried; he is a buckler to all them that 
trust in him. For who is God, save the Lord [Jeho­
vah] ? and who is a rock, save our God? God is my 
strength and power: and he maketh my way perfect. 
He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and setteth me 
upon my high places. He teacheth my hands to war; 
so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms. Thou 
hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and 
thy gentleness hath made me great. Thou hast en­
larged my steps under me; so that my feet did not 
slip.”

Jehovah limited the promise of the coming De­
liverer to the royal house of David, and therefore 
we must expect to find in the sacred record that he 
who is to be the Deliverer is of the house of David. 
In full agreement with this expectation we find written 
in Psalm one hundred and thirty-two, verses eleven 
and twelve, this statement: “ The Lord [Jehovah] 
hath sworn in truth unto David, he will not turn 
from it: Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon 
thy throne. I f  thy children will keep my covenant, 
and my testimony that I shall teach them, their chil­
dren shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore.”

Thus it is undeniably clear from the earliest records 
of the sacred Book, the Bible, that from the very first 
manifestation of sin and wickedness on earth it was 
Jehovah’s exalted purpose to establish over this earth 
a glorious kingdom, a perfect and all-powerful gov­
ernment, with his only-begotten Son as King thereof,



which kingdom should clear the name of Jehovah 
God of all misunderstandings and misrepresentations 
which the great adversary has raised against that

holy name and which should deliver mankind from 
all their foes and restore them to harmony with God 
and to the glorious liberty of sons of God on earth.

LETTERS
JEHOVAH PROVIDES UNDERSTANDING 

Dear B rother R utherford:
We fully realize how completely your time is taken up in 

the business of Jehovah and his King, yet we are very desirous 
of letting you know of our love and appreciation. We cannot 
find words to express our gratitude for all the books that in 
the last few years have so greatly illumined the Word of Je­
hovah. They are clear, concise and irrefutable. To those who 
have waited upon him he has now provided the meaning of 
those writings so long shrouded in mystery. In his own due 
time and good way he provides the understanding to "th e  
wise’ ’, and the remnant well know that this understanding is 
due solely to "th e  light from Jehovah shining upon the Head 
of the temple class and for the benefit of those who love him 
and his appearing. . . . "

From him alone could this light come, for, as the opening 
statement in Light so truly says, "Jehovah God is ligh t." 
Surely ‘ he prepares a table before us in the presence of our 
enemies" and what a "fe a s t  of fat things" it isl But may 
the remnant remember that " b y  them [Jehovah’s judgments] 
is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great 
reward."— Ps. 19: 11.

We give honor and praise to no man, but we greatly appre­
ciate the labor of love that you and other dear brethren con­
tinually render to Jehovah, his King, and your fellow servants.

We are continually overjoyed because of the wonderful 
messages that are always contained in the Tower, and wish you 
to know that we are in entire accord with the activities of the 
Society.

We daily remember you in our prayers that you may ‘ perfect 
your love by boldness in the day of judgment ’.— 1 John 4 : 17.

" O  the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl­
edge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out I "

By his grace,
B ro. and Sr. Tt. R. Moore, Okla.

‘ADOPTED WITH ZEAL AND ENTHUSIASM’
Dear B rother R utherford:

Jehovah’s witnesses in business assembly at Akron, Ohio, 
(for reorganization for 1932) desire to express before Jehovah 
and his faithful ones, visible and invisible, our deep apprecia­
tion of all the kindnesses bestowed upon them by Jehovah at 
the present time, and especially in the giving of a n e w  na m e  
to the remnant, Jehovah’s witnesses.

We take this opportunity to inform you, dear Brother 
Rutherford and the others of the faithful throughout the 
earth, that the Akron company assembled here September 23, 
1931, have by a unanimous vote adopted this new name 
(Akron company of Jehovah’s witnesses) with a zeal and 
enthusiasm peculiar to the servant class, and our sincere de­
sire is to not take the name in vain, through negligence or 
slacking of the hand or failure to measure up to, and act 
upon, our privileges, but to walk worthy of this glory which 
Jehovah now gives to none but his elect servant class on earth.

While we know you are very busy regarding the most im­
portant work on earth, yet we make no apology for encroach­
ing upon your time, we want you to know of this action and 
that our hearts are overflowing with gratitude to JEHOVAH  
for placing one at the head and in the lead of Jehovah’s 
witnesses (or Society) who has the courage to stand firmly 
before Satan and all his cohorts and administer thrust after 
thrust upon him, in the name of the Lord and of his anointed.

We want you to know we are with you in this fight, to the 
end, by the Lord’s grace; watch our service report for the 
ensuing year (1932). We truly appreciate also the deep in­
terest you have in the workers in the field. And, dear brother,

we pray Jehovah’s continued blessings upon you and the dear 
ones in the Brooklyn company of Jehovah’s witnesses, for 
your faithful stand at this time. We are determined to keep 
on witnessing the Kingdom message until it is done.

WORKING IN PEACE
Dear B rother Rutherford:

Like many others, we have much to be thankful for when 
considering the past year of service in Jehovah’s name.

We consider it a great privilege to be given our new name, 
Jehovah’s witnesses, and have resolved to maintain our 
integrity as such.

We are thankful for the two great feasts that we have 
enjoyed during the past year, Light and Vindication, together 
with the Queen Esther and other articles m the Towers. We 
are truly appreciative of the flashes from the temple.

We are also thankful for the absolute oneness of the 
Norfolk company. There is not one who is opposed to the 
work; we are working as a unit in complete peace and harmony. 
No doubt it has been greatly to our advantage that we have 
refused to receive any of the numerous "h an d-ou ts" from 
Russellites, Standfasters, and others who claim to be the 
‘ ‘ elect ’ ’.

We are not unmindful of your service of love for Jehovah 
and his cause, and we thank him for using your talents so 
largely and your willingness to be so used. We remember 
you at the throne of grace daily.

The radio work which the Norfolk company has had the 
privilege of engaging in during the past year has been and 
is very greatly used in this section to the glory of Jehovah’s 
name, and to the breaking down of prejudice. It has helped 
us greatly in placing literature. Of this we have many indi­
cations in our house-to-house work.

Now it is with grateful hearts that we are engaged m 
visiting the clergy, politicians and financiers, serving notice 
upon them of the Lord’s purpose to Bhortly bring in The 
Hope of the World, His Kingdom. These ‘ ‘ boys of the cloth ’ ’ 
gnash their teeth and gnaw their tongues with pain, but many 
of them have gotten the message just the same. In some in­
stances our visits have been rather amusing. The common peo­
ple, however, gladly hear the message.

In closing the year’s service work we look back on many 
happy experiences and with joy that we have had a little part 
in this great work; and we have resolved during the ensuing 
year to endeavor to be even more active.

With much Christian love, and asking the Lord’s rich bless­
ing upon you and the service, and each of those dear ones 
at Bethel who are preparing the ammunition for us, we are 

Your brethren by His Grace,
N orfolk (V a .) company of J ehovah ’s w itnesses .

“HEARTILY ACCEPT”
Dear B rother Rutherford:

Greetings in his name. At a meeting of the company at 
Niagara Falls, Ont., where an extension convention was held 
in conjunction with the many extension conventions through­
out the North American continent, we wish you to know that 
we as a company heartily accept the resolution that was passed 
at Columbus convention, of changing the name of the Lord’s 
witnesses in the earth to "Jehovah’s witnesses".

Also, we wish you to know we heartily cooperate with you 
in Jehovah’s great work, being his witnesses in Zion. We 
pray the Lord will richly bless you and strengthen you to 
finish the great work he has given you to do. We are 

Your brethren in Zion,
N iagara F alls (O nt.) company of J ehovah ’s w itnesses.
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tDo 67
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Altoona ..... WFUG 12
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Oil Citv ...... WI.BW 8
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Pittsburgh .... ... KQV

; fUSC
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SuA 11.30-12 i.
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Ogden ............... KLO 14
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Lynchburg .... WLVA 23
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Seattle ............... KJR 8
Spokane .......... .. KIIQ 8
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Charleston ... WOBl' 50
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La Crosse .....  WKBII 20
Madison .......... W1BA 8
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IV’ i/om Ina
Casper------ liDFN 1 2
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