
Upon the earth dlatrei* of nation*, with perplexity; the ie& and the wave# roaring; men’* heart* failing them for fear, and tor 
looking after thoae thing* which are coming on the earth: for the power* of heaven shall be shaken. . . . When these things 
begin to come to pan*, then know that the Kingdom of God i* at hand. Look up, and lift up your head*; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.— Luke 21:20-31; Matthew 2 4 :3 3 ; Mark 13:29.
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THIS J O U R N A L

ITS SACRED MISSION PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY

TH IS journal is published for the purpose o f  aiding tho 
people to understand Jehovah’s purposes. I t  provides 
systematic Bible study in which all its readers may regu­

larly engage. It gives announcement o f the visits made to Bible 
classes by traveling speakers, announces conventions, and gives 
reports thereof. It announces radio programs and publishes 
suitable Bible instruction for broadcasting.

I t  adheres strictly to the Bible as God’s revealed Word o f 
Truth. It  stands firmly upon the great ransom sacrifice as tho 
fundamental doctrine by which all doctrines are measured. It 
is free from parties, sects and creeds o f men. It does not as­
sume a dogmatic attitude, but confidently invites a careful 
examination o f  its utterances in the light o f  the infallible 
Word o f  God. It  does not indulge in controversies, and its 
columns are not open to personalities.

T O  US THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEACH
TH AT JEHOVAH is the only true God, the Maker o f  

heaven and earth, and is from everlasting to everlasting; that 
the Logos was the beginning o f his creation; that the Logos 
became a man; that he is now the Lord Jesus Christ in glory, 
clothed with all power in heaven and in earth.

THAT GOD created the earth for man, and created perfect 
man for the earth and placed him upon it ; that man wilfully 
disobeyed God’s law and was sentenced to death; that by 
reason o f  Adam’s wrongful act all men are born sinners and 
without the right‘to life.

TH AT JESUS was made a human being in order that he 
might become the Redeemer o f man; that he gave his life a 
sacrifice for man and thereby produced the ransom price; that 
Jesus the divine was raised from the dead, ascended into 
heaven, and presented the value o f his human sacrifice as the 
redemptive price for man.

TH AT FOR MANY CENTURIES God, through Christ, has 
been selecting from amongst men the members o f  his church, 
which constitutes the body o f Christ; that the mission o f  the 
church is to follow in the footsteps o f  her Lord Christ Jesus, 
grow in his likeness, give testimony to the name and purpose 
o f  Jehovah God, and ultimately be glorified with Christ Jesus 
in his heavenly kingdom; that Christ, Head and body, consti­
tutes the “ seed o f Abraham”  through which all families o f  
the earth shall be blessed.

THAT THE WORLD HAS ENDED; that the Lord Jesu3 
has returned and is now present; that Jehovah has placed 
Ghrist Jesus upon his throne and now commands all nations 
and peoples to hear and obey him.

THAT THE GREAT ISSUE before all creation now is 
the vindication o f Jehovah’s word and name, and that it 
is the privilege and duty o f every true Christian to give 
the testimony o f Jesus Christ, and to make known that the 
kingdom o f heaven is come. This gospel o f  the kingdom 
must be preached.
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“WITNESS WEEK” ADVANCED

In the calendar for 1931 announcement is made o f “ Witness 
Week” , August 29 to September 7. This special period of 
united action in bearing testimony to the praise o f Jehovah 
among the people in all lands has been changed slightly, owing 
to the fact that the Columbus Convention occurs so late in 
July. “ Witness Week”  will be September 4 to 13 inclusive.
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ESTHER AND MORDECAI
“ Yelovers of Jehovah! hate ye wrong. He preserveth the lives of his men of kindness, from the hand of law­

less ones he rescueth them.” —Ps. 97: 10, Roth.

PART 6

JEHOVAH changes not; neither do his laws change. 
Being no respecter of persons he fixes his laws, and 
his creatures are rewarded according to their com­

pliance therewith. When a creature is favored by re­
ceiving from the Lord the privilege o f doing service 
to the Lord and then fails to show an appreciation of 
such privilege, or abuses the same, he is certain to lose 
God’s favor, and the privileges will be taken away 
from him and given to another. Haman had received 
great favors from the king and had the privilege and 
opportunity o f using his substance for good. He did 
not appreciate his privilege. He had no gratitude or 
thankfulness for what he had received. He abused his 
privilege to gratify a selfish desire, and he lost every­
thing. What he had was taken from him and given to 
another. “ On that day did the king Ahasuerus give 
the house o f Haman, the Jews’ enemy, unto Esther 
the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for 
Esther had told what he was unto her. And the king 
took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, 
and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai 
over the house of Haman. ’ ’— 8 :1 ,2 .

* Jesus gave a demonstration of this same rule when 
he said: “ Take therefore the talent from him, and give 
it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every 
one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abun­
dance; but from him that hath not shall be taken away 
even that which he hath.’ ’ (Matt. 25:28, 29) The same 
divine rule is shown in the case o f Shebna and Eliakim. 
(Isa. 22:15-25; Watch Tower, 1928, page 197) Many 
have been given opportunities o f serving God and his 
kingdom, and for selfish reasons have abused such 
privilege and have lost God’s favor, and that which 
they had received in the way of service has been taken 
away from them and given to another. This rule proves 
that everything done in the name of Jehovah that is 
pleasing to him must be done because of love for God. 
The very opposite of love is selfishness; and where 
the motive for service is selfish the service cannot be 
pleasing to God.

* When Christ Jesus came for judgment at the tem­
ple of God he found a selfish class who had been serv-
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ing God with a selfish motive; and the Lord removed 
their privileges from them, which they had enjoyed, 
and such formed the “ evil servant’ ’ class. At the same 
time he found a faithful company who have been 
giving attention at the altar o f the Lord because they 
love the Lord, and o f these he constituted the “ faith­
ful and wise servant”  class, and to this class he com­
mitted all of his goods, namely, all the privilege of 
service to the Lord on earth from the time of coming 
to the temple until Armageddon.

4 Mordecai and Esther were of the same family, 
thereby picturing those who are espoused to Christ 
and who are represented in the remnant. Mordecai 
pictures the class that was found faithful when Christ 
came to the temple for judgment, while Esther pic­
tures that part of the remnant that the Lord has 
brought unto himself since the judgment began at the 
temple. The house of Haman was given to Esther 
after Haman was hanged; and this foreshadows that 
the privileges of those forming the “ evil servant”  
class, and which they once had and enjoyed and might 
have continued to enjoy had they been faithful and 
true to God, were taken away from them and given 
to the class pictured by Esther. It is interesting to 
note at this point that those who have come fully into 
the truth since 1922 have joyfully and zealously 
entered the service of the Lord and have not been heard 
to murmur or complain.

* Haman had enjoyed the privilege of serving close 
to the king. He was privileged to have the king’s 
ring with which to seal decrees or documents and 
which constituted them unalterable. lie  was, therefore, 
clothed with much authority and responsibility. He 
abused that privilege and selfishly used it to gratify 
his own wicked desires. Haman pictures the clergy in 
particular, and all others of those who with them were 
once in line for the kingdom and who enjoyed the 
distinctive privilege of speaking in the name of the 
Lord, and who abuse the privileges had and use the 
same to gratify self. This class includes the “ evil 
servant”  class, “ the man of sin, the son of perdition.”

• The privileges taken away were given to the ‘ ‘ faith-



fu l servant”  class, represented by Mordecai, and to 
Esther, representing specifically the bride. This rule 
was again forcibly stated by Jesus to the Pharisees 
when he said: “ Therefore say I unto you, The king­
dom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.” — Matt. 21: 
43.

7 The Amalekites were the descendants of Esau who 
sold his birthright because of his lack of appreciation 
thereof and to gratify his selfish desires. Esau pictures 
the clergy, “ the man of sin,”  and all such like who 
fail to show an appreciation of what God has done 
for them and who treat God’s favor in a contemptible 
manner. The birthright once enjoyed by Esau was 
given to Jacob, who pictured God’s faithful people, 
that is, those who now constitute the remnant. Peter 
declared the same divine rule when he stood before 
his faithful brethren and said of Judas: ‘ ‘ For he was 
numbered with us, and had obtained part of this 
ministry. For it is written in the book of Psalms, 
Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell 
therein; and his bishopric let another take.”  (Acts 
1 :17 ,20 ) This is further proof that Judas foreshad­
owed the “ evil servant”  class, “ the man of sin, the son 
o f perdition.”

8 Preservation is sure only to those who love God, 
and love for God is proven by the full obedience of 
the creature to the commandments of the Lord and 
doing so with a proper and unselfish motive. At so 
many times and in so many places in the Scriptures 
God has stated and illustrated the unchangeable rule, 
in this regard in particular. It surely appears that 
many have been exceedingly dull of comprehension 
in failing to see and observe such rule. Their faculties 
have been dulled by selfishness in the heart. With this 
in. mind, with what force are the words of wisdom: 
“ Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life.” —Prov. 4 :23.

OTHER DANGERS

• The Scriptures support the conclusion, as herein­
before stated, that the close relationship between the 
commercial, political and ecclesiastical elements of the 
world will be broken and the ecclesiastical element 
will be cast away and destroyed before Armageddon. 
(See Light 2, page 108.) But even after that the rem­
nant will be in danger from other enemies, and must 
walk circumspectly and strictly obey God’s law, if 
they would be preserved. Bear in mind that Satan’s 
purpose now is to destroy the remnant, and he will 
continue to have and use earthly agents until Arma­
geddon sweeps his power and organization completely 
away. God’s people must be prepared and be on the 
alert, that they may be sure o f receiving the protec­
tion of Jehovah from these other enemies.

10 Esther had once risked her life by appearing 
unbidden before the king, and it became necessary 
for her to do so again. On the first occasion she had

exposed the wicked work of Haman, which brought 
about his execution. Probably Esther thought that 
such was sufficient to arouse the king to the necessity 
of taking further action to save her people. The king 
had not taken any action to save the Jews, and this 
gave Mordecai and Esther much concern. Two months 
and more had passed since the hanging of Haman, 
and the day was rapidly approaching when the terrible 
slaughter that had been ordered by the king’s decree, 
which Haman had written would take place. It must be 
remembered that the laws of the Medes and Persians 
could not be changed. Whatever this part of the divine 
drama of Esther shows, it forcibly illustrates this fact: 
that God has purposed to permit the Devil to go his 
limit in wickedness until Armageddon, and that there 
he will clean out the Devil and his organization, and 
that until that time God’s witnesses on earth must 
continue to bear testimony to the Word and name of 
Jehovah. They must continue doing that which will 
merit their preservation by Jehovah and their deliver­
ance from the enemy and his agencies, and this they 
must do even after the ecclesiastics are entirely out of 
the way. The fight will not be done until Satan and 
his organization are completely done.

11 Again Esther approached the king unbidden, but 
this time without the bait of a banquet. Before the 
king she prostrated herself and wept with deep emo­
tion. “ And Esther spake yet again before the king, 
and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears 
to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and 
his device that he had devised against the Jews.”  
(8 :3 )  Ahasuerus then knew that Mordecai and Esther 
were of the same family, that both of them had 
rendered to him unselfish and valuable service, and 
the presumption must be indulged that he loved his 
queen. “ Then the king held out the golden sceptre 
toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before the 
king.”  (8 :4 )  This was an invitation from the king 
for Esther to make known her request. This appear­
ance before the king was evidently upon the advice of 
Mordecai, because he was either present or very near 
by at the time, as the facts show. The queen then 
spoke and said: “ I f  it please the king, and if I have 
found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right 
before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it 
be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman the 
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to 
destroy the Jews which are in all the king’s provinces; 
for how can I endure to see the evil that shall come 
upon my people? or how can I endure to see the de­
struction o f my kindred?”  (8 :5 ,6 )  Esther was willing 
to face death, but she would save her people.

11 Even though Esther requested the king to reverse 
the decree devised by Haman, that was impossible, 
because it had been written amongst the laws of the 
Persians and Modes, therefore could not be altered. 
(1 :1 9 ) Likewise God has decreed that Armageddon 
shall be fought and that all Satan’s forces shall be



gathered together against the people, and this is un­
alterable.—Zech. 14:1-3.

w Some have foolishly deceived themselves and 
others by saying that all days of danger for the people 
o f God passed with the ending of the World War. Be 
not thus deceived. God has also caused to be written 
by his prophet: “ Prepare war, wake up the mighty 
men, let all the men o f war draw near; let them come 
up. Let the [nations] be wakened, and come up to the 
valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I  sit to judge 
all the [nations] round about.” — Joel 3 :9 ,12 .

14 Neither will the earthly elements of Satan’s organ­
ization relent to alter their decree to exterminate 
God’s remnant. They are acting under the direction 
o f Satan. (See Revelation 12:17; 16:13-16.) It may 
therefore be expected that every part of Satan’s 
wicked organization will continue to march on to 
Armageddon with the full determination to complete­
ly destroy God’s remnant and to stop all witness work 
to Jehovah’s name upon the earth. There is no alter­
native left for the remnant. They must take the course 
which God has pointed out for them, knowing that 
their continuous unselfish devotion to the Most High 
will insure his preservation and deliverance of them.

** While Ahasuerus could not reverse his written 
decree, he could make provision to meet the emergency, 
and this he did. “ Then the king Ahasuerus said unto 
Esther the queen, and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I 
have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they 
have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his 
hand upon the Jews. Write ye also for the Jews, as 
it liketh you, in the king’s name, and seal it with the 
king's ring; for the writing which is written in the 
king’s name, and sealed with the king’s ring, may no 
man reverse.” — 8: 7, 8.

19 Haman had dictated the decree that called for 
the wholesale slaughter o f the Jews, chief amongst 
whom was Mordecai. Now Mordecai, at the request 
o f the king, would dictate the decree authorizing the 
Jews not only to defend themselves but to destroy 
their adversaries. The king’s scribes were called, and 
they wrote according to all that Mordecai commanded 
them. “ Then were the king’s scribes called at that 
time in the third month, that is, the month Sivan, on 
the three and twentieth day thereof; and it was 
written, according to all that Mordecai commanded, 
unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and the deputies 
and rulers of the provinces which are from India unto 
Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, 
unto every province according to the writing thereof, 
and unto every people after their language, and to 
the Jews according to their writing, and according to 
their language. ’ ’—8: 9.

1T In this writing Mordecai, without doubt, had the 
counsel o f the Lord and wrote with divine wisdom. 
The angels of Jehovah would be there, following 
Jehovah’s instructions to make a picture to fore­

shadow future days and events that must come to pass, 
and which are now at hand.

18 Even so today, Christ Jesus is present with his 
retinue o f angels, and by these holy instruments the 
Lord is directing the course o f his people. The “ serv­
ant”  class, therefore, under the supervision o f Christ, 
now seek to interpret and understand the divine law of 
the great Jehovah God and thereby to be properly ad­
vised as to what course they must take today, and in the 
very near future, in view of the gravity of the situa­
tion. God’s remnant cannot follow the course of the 
“ false prophet”  to change times and laws, but must 
abide strictly by the provision of the divine law as it is 
written. God has not changed and will not change his 
decree for Armageddon, nor restrain the enemy from 
making his assault upon his people; but he will furnish 
all the needed power for a counter-assault that will 
completely wipe the enemy out of existence.

19 Mordecai made haste and wrote and dispatched 
letters of instruction to every province of the empire, 
directing the officers of the empire and the Jews what 
to d o : “ And he wrote in the name o f king Ahasuerus, 
and sealed it with the king’s ring, and sent letters by 
post on horse back, riding on swift steeds that were 
used in the king’s service, bred of the stud.”  (8 :10, 
R. F .) This Mordecai did in full harmony with the 
king’s commandment. He took haste to do so, and the 
king put at his command his fast steeds to bear the 
message to the one hundred and twenty-seven prov­
inces.

20 Likewise the remnant class today will make haste 
in the publication, for the instruction of God’s rem­
nant, o f only such things as are in harmony with the 
will of God, and such will have God’s seal of approval. 
That which is now for the safety, comfort and en­
couragement, warning and success of God’s anointed 
people, will be published to the ends of the earth, 
and to every part of Satan's organization. There will 
be no secret about them, but the proclamation of the 
truth will go forth far and wide. In recent months 
God has made known to his people the meaning of 
much that has heretofore been hidden, and may not 
those things be taken as proof that Armageddon is 
near, and that the publication business concerning it 
and the kingdom of God requires hasty diligence and 
perseverance on the part of the remnant? Let every 
one o f the remnant class, then, do full duty with a 
joyful heart. The great battle is rapidly approaching.

"STAND FOR THEIR LIFE’*

21 The royal decree not only provided for the de­
fensive, but commanded the Jews to take the offensive. 
“ Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in 
every city to gather themselves together, and to stand 
for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, 
all the power o f the people and province that would 
assault them, both little ones and women, and to take 
the spoil of them for a prey. Upon one day, in all the



provinces o f king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thir­
teenth day o f the twelfth month, which is the month 
Adar. The copy of the writing, for a commandment to 
be given in every province, was published unto all 
people, and that the Jews should be ready against 
that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. ’ ’— 8: 
11-13.

“ Likewise God’s remnant must do more now than 
merely to take a defensive stand before their enemies. 
They must take the aggressive and make spoil of God’s 
enemies who are the enemies of God’s people. They 
must represent God’s cause to his glory. This is no 
time to lie supinely on the back or to go about with 
hands and head hanging down. The remnant must 
be bold and fearless, energetic to act with diligence 
in doing what the Lord has commanded to be done. 
Now is the appointed time for the remnant to declare 
the day of the vengeance of our God against Satan’s 
organization. (Isa. 61 :2 ) The remnant must make 
haste to do this by all the means which God has pro­
vided to make known his purpose to destroy the enemy 
and his organization at Armageddon. Let each one of 
the remnant ask himself now, Am I doing my part? 
Be not deceived, nor permit yourselves to be brow­
beaten, by the false claims that you are engaged in a 
book-selling scheme. The work of the remnant is to 
make known the truth that God commands now must 
be declared, and he has chosen the means by which 
this shall be done.

28 Mordecai, by order of the king, was clothed in 
royal apparel and given a crown of gold. (8 :15 ) Ho 
occupied an honorable position in the king’s service. 
Likewise now the remnant have ‘ bought of the Lord 
gold, tried in the fire, and white raiment that they 
might be clothed’, and that they might ‘ hold fast to 
their crowns’. (Rev. 3 :11 ,18 ) Jehovah the King 
Eternal has provided them with the opportunity to 
have some part in the vindication of his name and 
for the blessing of his “ holy nation’ ’. The remnant 
occupy an honorable place in Jehovah’s organization. 
When the decree dictated by Mordecai reached the 
people, “ the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and 
a good day.”  (8 :17 ) Even so today, the remnant do 
not wear long faces or mourn because they see a real 
fight just ahead. On the contrary, they are eager for 
the fray and rejoice in the prospect of seeing the great 
executive officer of Jehovah clear out the Devil and his 
crowd to the glory of the Almighty God, which also 
means their own deliverance. The Lord has built up 
Zion, and it shall not be desolated by the enemy; and 
never again shall God’s faithful people be scattered 
and trodden down.— Ps. 102:16-18; 147:2.

84 Fully assured o f God’s protection and preserva­
tion, the remnant now rejoice in gladness and are 
feasting and having a good day because of what they 
see approaching. These are saying one to another: 
“ Let us be glad and rejoice.”  (Rev. 19 :7 ) To them 
the approaching fight means the vindication of God’s

name and the everlasting joy of those who follow in 
the right way.

25 The people of the various provinces began to see 
that the God of the Jews is the God o f power and 
blessing: “ And many of the people o f the land became 
Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.”  (8 :17 ) 
They saw that God’s power was working in behalf of 
the Jews, and therefore they thought it wise to come 
over to the side of Jehovah. Those people could not 
become Jews without embracing the true faith of the 
Jews. This is conclusive proof that the book of Esther 
proceeds from Jehovah God and has a proper place 
in his Word, even though his name is not mentioned 
therein.

26 Today the truth is being told as never before, 
and many people are seeing the power of good working 
amongst God’s people. They are giving honor to God’s 
witnesses and making, inquiry of and concerning Je­
hovah, and thus they become earthly Jews, which 
means to give ‘ praise to Jehovah God’. Many letters 
are received at this office, bearing testimony to the 
fact that the people are seeing the truth and turning 
away from the Devil’s organization and turning their 
heart to Jehovah God.

GATHERING FOR THE FIGHT

27 The fateful thirteenth day o f the twelfth month 
approached, when the great fight must take place. 
“ The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, 
to lay hand on such as sought their hurt; and no man 
could withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon 
all people.”  (9 :1 ,2 )  Immediately following the is­
suance o f the decree to “ stand for their life” , the 
Jews would be organizing and fortifying themselves 
for the fight. Likewise in these last days ‘ the way of 
the kings of the east is prepared’ for the final assault 
upon Satan’s organization. (Rev. 16:12) God’s true 
people gather together to fight shoulder to shoulder 
in the warfare, and this they do in obedience to God’s 
commandment. (Rev. 19:17,18) No man can with­
stand them, because they are his own. Confidently 
trusting in the Lord they joyfully anticipate the great 
fight just ahead.

28 The officers of King Ahasuerus helped the Jews. 
“ And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieu­
tenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, 
helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell 
upon them.”  (9 :3 )  This does not have reference to 
the officers of Satan’s organization, nor foreshadow 
the officers of this world aiding God’s people. The king 
here pictures God’s anointed king, Christ Jesus, and 
the ‘ rulers, lieutenants and deputies’ have reference 
to the retinue of the holy angels of Christ Jesus, and 
to the resurrected members of his body, all of whom 
will have a part in the fight and will be used by the 
Lord God to help his remnant now upon the earth. All 
these unseen forces are gathering for the great battle.



The remnant is now doing its part to make known 
what is about to come to pass.

*• The fame of Mordecai spread throughout the prov­
inces, because it is evident that the people saw that 
God was with him. (9 :4 )  Mordecai and his popularity 
here picture the faithful “ servant" or remnant class 
as described in the prophecy of Micah (5 :7 -9 ). When 
the day arrived, the Jews not only defended them­
selves but took the offensive and had their own way 
with their enemies. “ Thus the Jews smote all their 
enemies with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, 
and destruction, and did what they would unto those 
that hated them."— 9:5 .

*° Christ and those of his risen body members, and 
all of his holy angels, will do the actual slaughter work 
o f the enemy at Armageddon. The remnant will not 
do that, because their weapons are not carnal. (2 Cor. 
1 0 :4 ) The remnant has a specific part to perform, 
and their part is to sing the praises of Jehovah while 
preparation is being made for the fight and while the 
fight goes on. This God beautifully illustrates in an­
other experience with Israel.—2 Chron. 20: 21-24.

81 On the day of battle fighting took place in the 
immediate vicinity of the palace where Esther and 
Mordecai were. (9 :6 )  This seems to say that the great 
battle of the day of God Almighty will center around 
God’s people and that the chief objective of the enemy 
will be to destroy those who are on the side of Jehovah, 
but instead the enemy will suffer complete defeat. 
Those at the palace who had conspired against the 
Jews fell in the slaughter on that fateful day. Their 
position of honor and trust or office was no protection 
whatsoever to them. Even so now at the end of the 
world, all the anti-kingdom forces of Jehovah must 
be and will be destroyed regardless of office or previous 
position. This necessarily will include the “ evil serv­
ant" class, “ the man of sin, the son of perdition,”  
and those who have become offended and who are 
gathered out and are ready for destruction as the Lord 
said.—Matt. 13:42.

82 When the peoples of Israel were delivered from 
their oppressors on a former occasion, and the op­
pressors perished at the hand of the Lord, the song 
of Deborah and Barak was sung, which contained 
these words appropriate to God’s people when the 
victory of Armageddon is complete with the downfall 
of the enemy: “ So let all thine enemies perish, 0  
Jehovah; but let them that love him be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might."— Judg. 5:31, 
A. R. V. See also Matthew 13:43.

88 The king took the side of Esther and Mordecai 
and the other Jews, which is further evidence that 
in this part of the drama he pictures the Lord Jehovah. 
Those slain at Shushan were repqrted to the king. 
“ And the king said unto Esther the queen, The Jews 
have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shu­
shan the palace, and the ten sons of Hainan; what 
have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?

now what is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee; 
or what is thy request further ? and it shall be done. ’ ' 
(9 :12 ) Esther then requested that another day be 
devoted to the work of making a clean-up of the 
enemies of the Jews. The king granted this request 
and the fighting went on for another day and three 
hundred more of the enemy fell.—9:13-16.

84 This suggests that God’s remnant have a special 
zeal for the Lord impelling them on to fully complete 
the work God has assigned to them to do and to not 
become weary in well doing. “ Therefore, we should 
not flag in doing well; for we shall reap, at the proper 
season, if we do not relax. ’ ’— Gal. 6: 9, Diag.

85 The request of Esther corresponds to Joshua’s 
prayer to Jehovah that he would cause the sun and the 
moon to stand still to give time for the complete de­
struction of the enemy. (Josh. 10:10-14) As Aaron 
and Hur held up the hands of Moses that the Israelites 
might whip the Amalekites to a finish, even so did 
Esther uphold the hands of her brethren that they 
might make a complete rout and clean-up o f their ene­
mies at the royal capital. This is an indication that the 
true remnant will engage in that fight with full faith in 
God and with a burning zeal, following the Lamb 
whithersoever he leads, and will continue with joy the 
work until complete victory is won.

88 The ten sons o f Haman were hanged on a gallows, 
probably the very one their father had caused to be 
erected for Mordecai. Ten being a symbol of com­
pleteness, this seems to represent the complete de­
struction of God’s enemies. These sons of Haman were 
Amalekites, and under Jehovah’s decree all must 
perish. God’s faithful servant Samuel spared not Agag 
the king, but hewed him to pieces; and even so now 
God’s elect servant, in whom he delights, will com­
pletely destroy all of Jehovah’s enemies: “ Let there 
be none to extend mercy unto him; neither let there 
be any to favour his fatherless children. Let his pos­
terity be cut off; and in the generation following let 
their name be blotted out. Let the iniquity o f his 
fathers be remembered with the Lord: and let not the 
sin of his mother be blotted out. Let them be before 
the Lord continually, that he may cut off the memory 
of them from the earth. ’ ’—Ps. 109:12-15.

8T At the capital city of Shushan the Jews went 
after their enemies on the fourteenth day with the 
same vigor as they had the day previous. They did 
not balk, kick or complain against “ more service’ ’ . 
They had the zeal peculiar to the Lord’s house. (Ps. 
69: 9) A-like zeal was exhibited by the sons of Simeon 
who went to Mount Seir, in the days o f King Hezekiah, 
and smote the Amalekites. (1 Chron. 4:41-43) God’s 
word of vengeance follows the Amalekite until his 
word and name are completely vindicated.

88 At the slaughter in Persia the Jews ‘ laid not their 
hand on the prey’, even though they were authorized 
by the king to do so. Whatsoever gain or prey there 
was went to the king. This foreshadows that in this



day the motive of God’s remnant is not self-enrich­
ment, but their objective is the honor o f Jehovah’s 
name. To the same effect it is written: “ And thou 
shalt devote their gain unto the Lord, and their sub­
stance unto the Lord o f the whole earth.” —Mic. 4 : 
13, B. V.

*• Self-interest does not enter into the matter at all. 
The personal salvation and glory o f God’s people is 
merely incidental. The great all-important thing is 
the vindication of Jehovah’s name.

THE FEAST

40 In all the provinces outside of the capital city the 
slaughter ended with the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, and the fourteenth day was a day o f rest, feast­
ing and gladness. At the capital city both the thir­
teenth and fourteenth days were given to slaughter 
and the fifteenth day was a day of rest, feasting and 
gladness. (9 :17 ,18 ) This act on the part o f the Jews 
is in exact harmony with the words of the Psalm which 
show that the Jews mentioned in the book of Esther 
were in God’s favor and that God directed the great 
drama. “ Thou hast turned for me my mourning into 
dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded 
me with gladness; to the end that my glory may sing 
praise to thee, and not be silent. 0  Lord my God, I 
will give thanks unto thee for ever.”  (Ps. 30:11,12) 
The Jews at the capital city were at headquarters, 
and it was fitting that they should put in double time.

41 Who wrote the book of Esther does not appear 
from the divine record, but it is probable that Morde- 
cai wrote it. It was Mordecai who arranged for the 
feast day and directed all the Jews of the provinces 
to observe it. “ And Mordecai wrote these things, and 
sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the 
provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 
to stablish this among them, that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth 
day o f the same, yearly, as the days wherein the Jews 
rested from their enemies, and the month which was 
turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from 
mourning into a good day; that they should make 
them days of feasting and joy, and o f sending portions 
one to another, and gifts to the poor.” — 9:20-22.

42 Haman had employed the pur or lot as a wicked 
device against the Jews, and, this being turned upon 
his own head and he and his sons hanged, the feast 
had of the Jews, that followed, was called the feast 
o f Pur-im. “ The Jews ordained, and took upon them, 
and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined 
themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that 
they would keep these two days according to their 
writing, and according to their appointed time every 
year; and that these days should be remembered and 
kept throughout every generation, every family, every 
province, and every city; and that these days of Purim 
should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial 
o f them perish from their seed. And the decree of

Esther confirmed these matters o f Purim; and it was 
written in the book. ’ ’— 9: 27, 28, 32.

43 Josephus, in his commentaries, mentions the fact 
that in his time all the Jews of the inhabitant world 
kept the feast of Purim. This feast of the Jews con­
tinued to be celebrated, and this fact is another proof 
that the book o f Esther is of divine origin and has 
a proper place amongst the books of the Bible.

44 God had given the Jews the victory, and they 
gave an expression of their gratitude and apprecia­
tion thereof in fixing this feast day and making it 
perpetual. The faithful Jews, Mordecai and Esther, 
had to do with the establishing of the feast, and the 
other Jews who worshiped Jehovah joined them in 
the festival. It was the mere fact that Mordecai was 
a Jew that brought down upon his head the wrath of 
Haman. Manifestly, therefore, it was his faithfulness 
to Jehovah God that thus marked Mordecai for slaugh­
ter.

45 The critics of the book o f Esther therefore have 
no argument left. The book is entirely authentic and 
a part of the divine Scriptures, intended to teach and 
teaching a lesson to God’s people now on the earth.

40 The feast of jubilation of the Jews seems to fore­
shadow that some of the remnant will be on the earth 
even after Armageddon, and that they will greatly 
rejoice because o f the complete vindication o f Jeho­
vah’s holy name. Also that the remnant will then be 
used to help the people that have been brought through 
that terrible time of trouble. The people will look to 
them for help, and God will use them. “ And the rem­
nant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people 
as dew from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, 
that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons 
of men. And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the 
Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among 
the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the 
flocks of sheep; who, if he go through, both treadeth 
down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. ’ ’— 
Mic. 5 :7 ,8 .

41 Then, as never before, God’s remnant on the 
earth will engage in “ sending portions one to another, 
and gifts to the poor” , for there will be many needy 
ones then to help. The commandment to the Jews to 
perpetually observe the feast of Purim suggests that 
the people during the reign of Christ will keep in 
mind the foul work of the Haman class that has de­
famed God’s word and name. The multitudes that 
will come forth from the tomb will be taught of and 
concerning it, and will feast and rejoice at the remem­
brance of God’s great victory. The prophet of the 
Lord declares that ‘ Jehovah of hosts shall make unto 
all the people a feast’. (Isa. 25: 6) These words imply 
that it is Jehovah the mighty and victorious Warrior 
that makes the feast and in commemoration o f his 
great victory and the deliverance o f his people. Sure­
ly the feast will not be merely to gratify the animal 
appetite of man for food, but it will be a feast of



rejoicing, as pictured particularly by the ‘ refined wines 
upon the lees’. Throughout the millennial reign of 
Christ this feast will be continued. Then at the end 
o f the thousand years, when Satan the invisible head 
o f the Haman class, and Haman himself, and all the 
others o f that crowd whom he represented, are released 
from death and go up to attack again the people of 
the Lord, Jehovah’s word in the past concerning 
Satan’s nefarious work will not fail. The people will 
have it in mind, and they will trust Jehovah for pres­
ervation, and because of their love for him he will 
preserve them and deliver them. Then the Haman 
class, all the forces of Gog and Magog, and the Devil 
himself, will be completely annihilated, and Jehovah’s 
name will be exalted for ever. (Rev. 20:1-9) It is 
interesting to note that the feast o f Punm was cele­
brated in the last month of the year and at the full 
moon, picturing the fulness of the complete vindica­
tion o f God’s Word or law, and it reminds us of the 
song o f the sweet singer of Israel: “ Thou crownest 
the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fat­
ness. They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness; 
and the little hills rejoice on every side. The pastures 
are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered 
over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.” —  
Ps. 65:11-13.

48 The book of Esther concludes with the statement 
that “ king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land 
and upon the isles of the sea” . (1 0 :1 ) Following 
Armageddon all the earth shall be subdued under 
Christ, the King and executive officer of Jehovah, and 
all humankind will be required to render tribute unto 
the great Prince to the glory of Jehovah God the King 
eternal.

48 It is stated that Mordecai was next to the king 
and went about seeking the wealth of his people and 
speaking peace to all his seed.— 10: 3.

80 May not this mean that after Armageddon God 
will have some of his faithful remnant or servant class 
on the earth, and assign them to some honorable work 
for  the good of the people; and that they will also be 
used to the glory o f God in speaking peace to the 
people, and probably that will be the due time for 
God to bring forth the princes of the earth, the faith­
fu l prophets, and even Mordecai himself, to join in 
the work for the general welfare of the people?

88 Esther here disappears from the scene, suggesting 
that the remnant are not so much concerned with the 
prospect of personal gain and glory in the kingdom, but 
are deeply concerned with the work which God has giv­
en them to do to the honor and vindication o f his name. 
It is even so today with those who are fully devoted to 
the Lord. They are not concerning themselves about 
when they are going to reach the kingdom, but they are 
concerned about being faithful and true to the Lord 
in performing the duties that he has now laid upon 
them. They appreciate their privileges and are eager 
to show forth their appreciation thereof.

** The book of Esther is a striking dramatic picture 
of God’s provision for the care of his own people. 
Being in the world but not of it, they are surrounded 
on every side by the wicked enemy that seeks their 
destruction; but the remnant need not fear. “ Our 
God, whom we serve, is able to deliver”  and will de­
liver his own people. Let each one of the remnant be 
fully concerned with the work of proving his love for 
God and for his kingdom. The Lord is feeding his 
people upon these things convenient for them in these 
last days, that the remnant might be encouraged and 
strengthened to press on and that their hope may be 
strong, looking to that blessed day when they shall 
see the name of Jehovah completely vindicated. He has 
given his Word, and his Word is sure and his promises 
certain to be kept. Now let all the remnant be fully 
assured that “ Jehovah preserveth all them who love 
him” .

53 Long ago Jehovah caused this dramatic picture 
to be set down in the book of Esther and made it a 
part of the Holy Scriptures. The time has come to 
reveal its meaning to his men of loving-kindness, who 
are his remnant now on the earth. That which guaran­
tees preservation is love for Jehovah, and the remnant 
prove their love by their unselfish devotion to God, in 
this, that they joyfully obey his commandments. They 
must ‘ do good and hate wrong’ and be wholly on the 
side of Jehovah, standing shoulder to shoulder in har­
monious action in his organization. Therefore he says 
to them: “ Ye lovers of Jehovah! hate ye wrong. He 
preserveth the lives of his men of kindness, from the 
hand of lawless ones he rescueth them.”  (Ps. 97:10, 
Roth.) Let the high praises of Jehovah be proclaimed, 
and his name extolled henceforth and for evermore.

QUESTIONS FOR BEREAN STUDY
7 1-3. Explain the statement that ‘ Jehovah is no respecter o f 

persons’ . Relate recorded instances o f  its application. 
How is it  clearly illustrated since the L ord ’s coming to 
the templet

Y 4-6. Describe the fulfilment o f  the prophetic picture recorded
in Esther 8 : 1,2.

Y 7, 8. How does the prophetic record concerning Esau now
find fulfilment t W hy has God in his W ord so often stated 
and illustrated the rule here mentioned t W hy have so 
many failed to see and observe the rule! Apply Proverbs 
4 : 23.

Y 9. What is the great danger which G od ’s people will con­
stantly facet

Y 10. Though Haman was hanged and his house given to
Esther and put in charge o f  Mordecai, what was the 
situation which must next be met, and what docs it 
illustrate t

Y 11, 12. Relate what next took place. What did the king
do regarding Esther’s request!

Y 13-15. Point out how some have failed to follow  the course
illustrated in Esther’s further appealing to the king in 
behalf o f  the Jews.

Y 16-18. Compare the decree dictated by Haman with that
written by Mordecai. Under whose direction was each 
o f  these decrees prepared! How is Esther 8 : 7-9 having 
fulfilm ent!

Y 19, 20. Point out the fulfilment o f  Esther 8 : 10.
Y 21, 22. What is the lesson for  the remnant to take from

verses 11-13!
Y 23, 24. What is prophetically pictured in verses 15-17!



f  25, 26. W hat important evidence lies in the last statement 
in verse 17 f  How is this statement having its fulfilment 
at this time?

f  27, 28. How are G od ’s people having part in  fulfilment o f  
that which was pictured in Esther 9 : 1 , 2 1 How does 
verse 3 apply!

i  29, 30. Compare the fulfilment o f  Esther 9 : 4 ,5  with that 
o f  2 Chronicles 20: 21-24.

| 31, 32. W hat is suggested by the record o f  verses 6-11! 
Compare this with the fulfilment o f  the prophetic song 
recorded in Judges 5 : 31.

f  33-35. Point out the lesson contained in the record o f  verses 
12-16.

If 36, 37. Relate what took place in Shushan on the fourteenth 
day o f  the month. Cite other instances in which the zeal 
o f  the L ord ’s people against the enemy was particularly 
manifest.

If 38, 39. Though authorized to “ take the spoil” , “ they laid 
not their hands on the, prey.”  Point out the significance 
o f  this.

If 40. What is the significance in the fact that at Shushan 
the fourteenth day also was given to slaughter!

If 41-45. How may we conclude as to who wrote the book o f  
Esther! How does the harmony o f  historic fact with the 
statement o f  Esther 9 : 27, 28, 32 serve as further proof 
o f  the divine origin and purpose o f  the book o f  Esther!

T 46,47. The feast o f  jubilation follow ing the victory fore­
shadowed w hat! W hat is suggested in the provision (a ) 
that i t  should be observed perpetually! (b )  That it was 
to be celebrated in the last month o f  the year and at 
the fu ll m oon!

*1 48-50. W hat is prophetically shown in the k in g ’s ‘ laying a 
tribute upon the land and upon the isles o f  the sea ’ ! 
W hat was pictured in M ordecai’s great interest in  the 
welfare o f  “ his people” !

jf 51. W hat is suggested by the fact that Esther here disap­
pears from  the scene!

If 52, 53. What, then, is (a ) the origin o f  the book o f  Esther! 
(b )  Its purpose! ( c )  The important lesson contained 
therein!

C O N V E N T I O N S
“ And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, make

mention that his name is exalted.” — Isa. 12:4.

THE TIME referred to in the above prophecy is 
the present time. ‘ ‘ This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it ."  

This truly expresses the heart sentiments of those who 
are now devoted to Jehovah. This is the time to which 
the prophetic words of Jesus applied that ‘ this gospel 
o f the kingdom shall be preached as a witness to the 
nations'. Those who have received the love of the 
truth and are fully devoted to Jehovah are doing 
these very things as mentioned in the foregoing scrip­
tures. They have entered into the joy of the Lord and 
delight to obey his commandments and thus have some 
part in the work of vindicating Jehovah’s name.

FRANCE

While the gospel has been preached in other nations 
o f Christendom during the past few years, compara­
tively little has been done in France. Now, however, 
it seems that the Lord is directing his witnesses to 
France and the work of preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom is taking on life. Following the World War 
many Polish people moved into France; and a goodly 
number of these, having received the truth and loving 
the truth, entered into the service of proclaiming the 
message of the kingdom. As the interest increased a 
number of English colporteurs went into France and 
the French brethren have also become more active.

About a year ago it was thought an effort should 
be made to hold a convention of the Lord’s people at 
Paris. To have a large and successful convention there 
appeared to be a very difficult task, but, trusting in 
the Lord, it was undertaken. The Lord added his rich 
blessing, thus proving that the time had come to give 
a witness in that land. A  four days’ convention was 
held in a well located and beautifully appointed hall 
in the city of Paris, and to the joyful surprise of many

approximately 3,000 consecrated attended. According 
to the best count that could be made there were attend­
ing the convention, to wit, 1,450 Germans, 778 English, 
551 Polish, 200 French, and smaller numbers from 
many other countries. It was found in canvassing the 
convention that twenty-three nationalities were pres­
ent but almost all of them understood one of the lan­
guages, English, Polish, French or German. Discourses 
were given in these languages, sometimes as many as 
three interpreters being on the platform at a time. It 
was rather difficult to arrange a program of so many 
different languages spoken, but by the Lord’s grace 
this was arranged and proved to be very satisfactory 
and successful. The president of the Society delivered 
several addresses, and these were interpreted in turn 
in French, German and Polish. It was a time of real 
joy and everyone present seemed to be rejoicing great­
ly in the opportunity o f having some part in starting 
the work on a better basis in France. Practically all 
of the friends took part in the field service work. Many 
of these had to canvass by having their canvass written 
on a card, being unable to talk the French language. 
The result of the field service was 1,329 bound books 
and 14,557 booklets, and, added to this, the books and 
booklets placed at the public meeting brought the total 
of pieces of literature, books and booklets placed in 
the hands of the people, up to 16,776.

The public meeting was well attended and it was 
especially noted that everybody was exceedingly order­
ly and quiet. Heretofore when public meetings have 
been attempted in Paris there has been some disturb­
ance or an effort to break up the meeting. This was 
entirely absent on the present occasion. Everyone 
present gave the keenest attention, and this was em­
phasized by those present taking away nearly 900 
books and booklets. The interest created at this meeting



was unusual for Paris. The Society maintains an office 
in Paris, and for several days following a number of 
persons called at this office to get more books. One 
gentleman drove a long distance in a taxicab, of course 
paying his taxicab fare, which cost him more than all 
the books, and he bought all the books the Society has 
in French. A  week later, when some had had time to 
read their books, three different persons called at the 
office and, expressing their joy in what they had 
learned, asked for permission to get into the field and 
put the books out also.

In addition to the public meeting the president o f 
the Society delivered a lecture over the V itus radio 
station, which was delivered first in English and then 
by a French speaker in the French language. Ten days 
later the president of the Society delivered another 
radio lecture over the same station. The radio is creat­
ing much interest in and about Paris, and the Lord 
has put his blessing upon this effort to spread the 
truth.

The discourses at the convention were along lines 
set forth in The Watch Tower concerning the kingdom 
interests and the great privilege now o f proclaiming 
the truth and making known Jehovah’s name. It would 
be difficult to imagine how this number of people could 
be brought together that would be more joyful in the 
Lord than those who attended. An enthusiastic spirit 
permeated the convention during the entire period, 
and when it was concluded everyone was heard to say: 
“ Surely this is the best convention yet” ; and of 
course it was the best ever held in Paris, and probably 
no better had been held anywhere else. The time seems 
now certain for the widening of the work in France. 
A  number of colporteurs have gone into France and 
Belgium, and more are making arrangements to enter 
the service. The Lord thus indicates to his people that 
the time has come to give a strenuous testimony 
throughout France, and it is believed that this will 
result in much good in awakening the people to their 
privileges and in encouraging some of good will to 
take their stand on the side of Jehovah and the king­
dom. The Society expresses its deep gratitude to Je­
hovah for arranging this convention in France. His 
name has been defamed there by the clergy and there 
must be many people of good will who would love to 
know the truth concerning God and his gracious pro­
vision for mankind. Let those who are in France be 
encouraged to press on with the work now.

A  new location for the office has been found where 
there is more room, and better light. In addition there­
to the Lord has provided a home in which the office 
force can live reasonably and comfortably as one 
family and also provide some shelter for a few colpor­
teurs that will be kept constantly in the city of Paris.

GEBMANY
A  three-day convention had been arranged at Berlin, 

Germany, for May 30 to June 1. Because of the finan­

cial stress in the land and much unemployment, and 
for the further reason that many of the German 
brethren had attended the Paris convention, it was 
not expected there would be such a great attendance 
at Berlin. However, when the Lord’s people have a 
chance to come together those who really love him 
make every effort to get together. The result was that 
at Berlin fully 10,000 attended the convention. It was 
the most inspiring scene. The convention was held in 
the great Sports Palace hall. Public address system 
was installed so that everyone could easily hear. The 
music was led by an orchestra o f more than 100 pieces, 
and the songs sung by that great audience showed a 
fervor and devotion to God and to his kingdom. The 
discourses were inspiring and helpful and in line 
with present truth. The attention was profound and 
the brethren gave evidence of the fact that they were 
deeply appreciating the truth. This was more fully 
demonstrated in their response to calls for the field 
service. On service day fully 8,000 took part in the 
field service.

The meeting for the public was held on Monday 
night in the same great hall and after the convention 
had adjourned. By that time fully half-of the brethren 
were compelled to return to their homes, leaving ap­
proximately 5,000 at the convention. The total number 
attending the public meeting, however, was 16,000. 
The great hall was packed out and another hall con­
nected by wire and voice amplifiers was also filled. 
The public audience frequently manifested its approv­
al of the rebuke administered to the clergy for deceiv­
ing the people and expressed their joyful approval 
o f the opportunity that awaits them for the blessings 
of the Lord in the kingdom. Nearly 12,000 books and 
booklets were disposed of at this meeting. The final 
checking up o f the books and booklets disposed of 
during the convention and public meeting was a grand 
total o f 146,505. This is a remarkable result in view of 
the conditions that now exist in that land. The German 
brethren are in good spirit and are pressing the battle 
to the gate, rejoicing in their privileges to be witnesses 
to the name of Jehovah.

ENGLAND

A  convention of the British brethren was held at 
Alexandra Palace, beginning Friday night June 12 
and concluding Tuesday afternoon June 16. The con­
vention was attended by approximately 3,500 of the 
consecrated. Never before at a convention held in this 
land was there so much unity of spirit of everyone 
present, and it could not have been better anywhere 
else. The brethren show a joyful determination to 
press on with the work, and the convention here was 
without a question of doubt a wonderful stimulus and 
blessing to the brethren. The convention was addressed 
by the president o f the Society and a number of the 
other brethren, but the best feature of the entire con­
vention was the field service work, in which practically



all present participated. And thus an opportunity 
was afforded each one to preach the good news of the 
kingdom.

The public meeting was held on Sunday evening in 
what is known as the Great Hall of Alexandra Palace. 
The Great Hall has a seating capacity of approximate­
ly  10,000, and the place was entirely filled, many 
turned away. The interest manifested at the public 
meeting was unusual. Heretofore the public meetings 
held at London have been at Royal Albert Hall. This 
time it was determined to take a hall in a different 
part of the city, and doubtless many were able to 
attend the public meeting who heretofore had not 
had the opportunity. The total of placements of books 
and booklets during field service and the public 
meeting was, to wit, 10,105.

By the Lord’s grace the consecrated attending the 
convention were permitted to see more clearly than 
ever before that now notice must be served on the 
peoples o f Christendom, both the rulers and the ruled, 
and that this must be done by the anointed remnant be­
fore the final end. Everyone went away from the con­
vention fully determined to avail himself or herself of 
every opportunity henceforth to make known God’s 
name in the land, rejoicing in the opportunity of 
having some part in the vindication thereof. The con­
vention tour throughout Europe was brief but attended 
by many blessings.

COPENHAGEN
A  convention o f the Scandinavian brethren was 

held June 5-7 at Copenhagen. Because being engaged 
in the Society’s affairs in another part of Europe it 
was impossible for the president to attend this conven­

tion. Brothers Martin and Emery, and Brother Burton 
of London, served at the convention, together with 
other brethren from Scandinavia. The attendance at 
the convention was 360. The field service was partici­
pated in by practically all who attended, resulting in 
placing in the hands of the people books and booklets 
to the number of 2,816. It was an enthusiastic con­
vention and all the brethren present by rising vote 
voluntarily expressed their loving devotion to the Lord 
and to his organization on the earth and desired this 
fact to be communicated to the other brethren through­
out the earth.

COLUMBUS NEXT!
Everywhere throughout Europe, as well as in Amer­

ica, the hearts of the brethren are turning toward 
Columbus, Ohio, which convention will be held July 
24-30. All would love to attend and so expressed them­
selves everywhere we have gone, but of course for all 
to attend is impossible. The Messenger will be pub­
lished, giving a detailed report of the convention, how­
ever, and thus all the brethren throughout the earth 
will have an opportunity to know more fully about 
what there takes place. Reports from various parts 
of the United States and Canada show an increasing 
interest and determination on the part of the brethren 
to get to Columbus if by any means it is possible. 
Special trains will be run from various parts and 
many will travel by private conveyance. It is antici­
pated that Columbus will bring great blessings to 
those who attend. Let all those who love the Lord 
Jehovah present the matter before Him and with full 
confidence look for a blessing and the exaltation of 
his name at this convention.

THE ETERNAL KINGDOM

JEHOVAH has promised that he will establish a 
righteous government on earth and that man shall 
benefit therefrom. He has promised that such 

government shall be established in honesty and admin­
istered in justice and equality toward all. His promise 
is that it shall be a government of peaee and prosperity 
and that it shall stand for ever.

Jehovah never fails in a fulfilment o f his promise. 
The period between the time of making the promise 
and the time of its fulfilment may seem long to man, 
but in his own due time God will faithfully perform 
all that he has promised. (Josh. 23:14; 1 Ki. 8: 56; 
Isa. 40:26) In order that those who call upon him 
may have complete confidence, God says to them: “ So 
shall my word be that goeth forth out my mouth: it 
shall not return unto me void; but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.”  (Isa. 55:11) “ I have spoken it, 
I  will also bring it to pass; I  have purposed it, I  will 
also do it.” — Isa. 46:11.

A  promise may be stated in plain terms or words; 
or a promise may be implied by the course of action 
taken by the one having power and authority to make 
and execute promises. In both of these ways God 
has given promise to establish on earth a righteous 
government for the blessing of the people. His Word 
is true, and is given for the enlightenment of men that 
man’s faith may be fully established in God.—2 Tim. 
3 :16 ; John 17:17.

Having complete faith in Jehovah as the great God 
in whom is all power and wisdom, Abraham left his 
native land and journeyed to a strange country in 
obedience to God’s command. God said to Abraham: 
“ And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt 
be a blessing; and I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed.”  (Gen. 12:2, 3) 
These words can be construed to mean only that God 
purposes to establish a nation of righteousness for the



blessing o f all the families of the earth, and this he 
will do in his own due time.

Later the Lord said to Abraham: “ I am the Al­
mighty God. . . . And I  will make thee exceeding 
fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings 
shall come out of thee.”  (Gen. 17:1, 6) These words 
can mean nothing less than God’s expressed purpose 
o f establishing upon earth a government for the benefit 
of men, over which Jehovah God must reign as the 
great Supreme Power.

Jehovah then showed his purpose to delegate the 
active exercise o f the governing power to One in full 
harmony with himself and who would obey his orders. 
Therefore God inspired Jacob on his deathbed to 
prophesy: “ The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering o f the people 
be.”  (Gen. 49:10) This is a promise that he would 
delegate the right to rule to Shiloh and unto him 
should the gathering of the people be.

“ Shiloh”  means tranquil one and peaceful one, and 
therefore must mean that the government God will 
establish by and through Shiloh will be a government 
o f  peace and righteousness. God can use any one 
whom he may choose to give utterance to a prophecy 
for him. He caused Balaam to prophesy concerning 
earth’s ruler: “ And his king shall be higher than 
Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. . . . There 
shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall 
rise out o f Israel, and shall smite through the princes 
o f Moab. , . . Out o f Jacob shall come he that shall 
have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth 
o f the city.”  (Num. 24 :7 ,17 ,19 , margin) From this 
prophecy no other reasonable conclusion is possible 
than that in God’s due time he will place his king 
upon the throne, that he will clothe him with all 
power and authority to establish a righteous govern­
ment, and that he will destroy the evil rule of Satan 
over the people.

After God had used Moses to serve as a visible de­
liverer o f the Israelites from Egypt, he caused Moses 
to prophesy: “ I will raise them up a Prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all 
that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which 
he shall speak in my name, I  will require it of him.”  
(Deut. 18:18, 19) The conclusion to be drawn from 
this prophecy is that Moses was a type o f the One 
whom God will make the ruler over all the earth and 
who shall exercise righteously the power and authority 
conferred upon him by Jehovah, and therefore the 
kingdom to be established must be God’s kingdom. 
This is a guarantee that the government will be 
righteous.

The holy spirit means the power o f God. It is holy 
because it is complete and is exercised by the Holy

One. It is invisible to man, yet the result o f the opera­
tion thereof is observed by man.

God can exercise his invisible power upon the mind 
o f any creature whom he may desire to use. In times 
of old he put his holy spirit upon men who were 
called prophets, or seers; and these men spoke the 
words which God willed them to speak. The prophets 
were wholly devoted to God; and, as the apostle puts 
it, they spoke as they were moved upon by the spirit 
of Jehovah. (2 Pet. 1 :21 ) Therefore the statements 
made concerning the coming government, and made 
by the holy prophets, are the statements from Jehovah 
himself.

Among these holy prophets was Daniel. By the 
mouth o f Daniel God caused a brief history of the 
world powers to be given, and then caused Daniel to 
say: “ And in the days o f these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be de­
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” —Dan. 
2:44.

Kingdom and government mean the same thing; 
and therefore when the scriptures refer to the king­
dom which God will establish, they mean that right­
eous government which other scriptures state shall be 
established by him.

The Lord declared that by the mouth o f two or more 
witnesses all things should be established. It pleased 
him to give two lines o f testimony concerning the 
establishment o f his righteous government, one direct 
and the other implied. Let us now examine some of 
the evidence which implies God’s purpose to set up a 
government o f righteousness upon earth.

God organized Israel into a nation. His primary 
purpose in so doing was to foreshadow the establish­
ment o f his lasting government, which he had promised 
through his holy prophets.

In God’s dealing with the Israelites it is clearly seen 
that God implies a promise to set up a righteous gov­
ernment for men on the earth. With the Israelites 
God made a covenant, and as a part thereof he set 
forth a code o f laws by which the Israelites were to be 
governed. Those things foreshadowed a better govern­
ment to come. (Heb. 10 :1 ) To Israel God was making 
known his purposes to establish a perfect government 
among men All things that happened unto them 
were types or “ ensamples”  for the special benefit of, 
and to be understood by, the people on earth at the 
end of the world who should then be honestly seeking 
to understand the truth. That time has arrived; and 
therefore what happened to the nation of Israel is now 
o f special interest to the seekers for truth.— 1 Cor. 
10: 11.

Isaac had two sons, whom he named Jacob and Esau. 
According to the will of God the birthright descending 
from the father to the son was to be had by Jacob, 
even though he was the younger. (Gen. 25:23) The



sons were twins, but Esau was bom  a few moments 
before Jacob, Esau was in line to receive the special 
benefits from Jehovah, but he sold his birthright be­
cause of his selfishness. God foreknew he would do 
this; hence the arrangement that Jacob should have 
the birthright.

Esau pictured or foreshadowed a class of people hav­
ing access to the favor of God but who sell the same 
because of their selfish desire to have the approval and 
the plaudits of men. Esau therefore represents a part 
o f Satan’s organization including the so-called “ Chris­
tian nations”  of this world, and particularly the pro­
fessed Christians o f those nations who have called 
themselves by the name o f the Lord and yet have 
turned away from him and his promises that they 
might have a part in the governments of this world of 
which Satan is god.

Esau persecuted Jacob, and therefore he fore­
shadowed the persecution that professed Christians 
have heaped upon those who really represent the Lord. 
Esau and Edom mean the same one. (Gen. 36 :1 ) The 
Edomites formed a government and had governors or 
kings over them long before the Israelites had a king. 
“ And these are the kings that reigned in the land of 
Edom, before there reigned any king over the children 
o f  Israel.”  (Gen. 36:31) The Edomites were not 
Jehovah’s people, but were a part o f the Devil’s or­
ganization, because they were organized and came 
under the influence of Satan as the invisible ruler.

Likewise there have been, and are now, many na­

tions and peoples on the earth calling themselves by 
the name o f the Lord but preferring to set up their 
own kingdoms and governments and become a part 
of Satan’s organization. The Edomites, descendants 
of Esau, were cousins o f the Israelites. The Edomites 
therefore followed the course of the other nations 
round about in having a government and king qver 
which Satan was the overlord.

Isaac and his faithful son Jacob followed Abraham’s 
meek and lowly course. They recognized Jehovah as 
their ruler. In due time God changed the name of 
Jacob to that of Israel, and he was ever thereafter 
known as the father of the nation of Israel. When 
God organized the Israelites into a nation there was 
no king over them save Jehovah God. (Deut. 33: 5) 
To God they would look for their law and guiding 
rules of action. At Mount Sinai God gave the Israelites 
the law by which they were to be governed. The open­
ing statement of that law is: “ I am Jehovah thy God 
who have brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of servants. Thou shalt not have 
other gods besides me.”  (Exod. 20:2-4, Roth.) The 
manifest purpose of this law was to teach the Israel­
ites, and through them all mankind, that Jehovah is 
the only true God, from whom proceed life and happi­
ness, and to follow other gods means sorrow and 
ultimate destruction. By giving them this law there 
was an implied promise that God in his due time would 
establish a righteous government among the peoples 
of earth.

L E T T E R S

THE kingdom message is being carried into dark­
est Africa. The letter below is self-explanatory. 
These brethren are two noble pioneers who de­

light to serve the Lord. The Watch Tower read­
ers will be interested in what they have to say.
B eloved B rother R utherford:

Many times have my brother and I  thanked you for the 
privilege o f  coming to do this virgin country from South 
Africa.

We duly shipped our motor caravan from Cape Town to 
Mombasa per S.S. “ Llamtepher” ; and after a pleasant sea 
voyage we started on the most terrible nightmare o f a motor 
trip I  have ever undertaken. It took us four days, going all 
day, to do 360 miles, from Mombasa to Nairobi, sleeping in 
the bush with wild animals all around us.

Mile after mile I  had to get out with a shovel to level 
ridges, fill in holes, also cut elephant grass and trees to fill 
in swamp for the wheels to grip. We kept on day and part 
night, being anxious to get on with the witness.

Eventually we got to Nairobi, the capital o f Kenya, and 
near the equator and Central A frica; and the dear Lord 
blessed our efforts with results that make a world record. 
We both worked twenty-one days, including all Sundays and 
Saturdays, and in this short time distributed 600 booklets and 
120 full sets o f nine volumes. We were threatened with the 
police, called liars, insulted, ordered out o f  offices; but we 
went on, and our work is nearly finished. A  torch has been 
lit that will bum through darkest Africa. Judging by things 
we hear, the work has turned religious Nairobi inside out.

I  am returning to Cape Town; but my brother is arranging

to carry the message on through the Congo and North Rhodesia 
down to Cape Town, where we shall meet again ready for the 
next privilege.

Yours in the Master’s service,
F. W. S m ith , Colporteur.

JEHOVAH’S UNSPEAKABLE FAVORS
B ear B rother R utherford:

Greetings in the name o f Jehovah our Eternal King. Words 
are very inadequate to express my deep appreciation for the 
Light books which you so kindly sent.

Truly they are Jehovah’s Revelation to the remnant at this 
time o f great need. True are Jehovah’s promises, “ My God 
shall supply all your need. ’ '  In the Light books a great supply 
o f  food is stored up.

Every chapter in the Light books begins with the word 
most precious to the heart o f the remnant, to wit, JEHOVAH; 
who is our God, our Rock, our Salvation, and our all in all.

Since the reading o f the Light books, my whole body is 
doubly charged with energizing power for Jehovah's cause; 
and by his grace I am fully determined and wholly bent on 
carrying out Jehovah’s command o f  Matthew 24: 14.

I  wonder, after reading the Light books, i f  there will be 
even one member among the anointed who will not “ arise and 
shine”  the light o f the kingdom o f our Lord and his Christ. 
O how happy are we who in service agree! The sentiment o f 
my heart is

Praise ye the Lord.
Praise God In his sanctuary: praise him 

In the firmament of his power.



Praise him for his mighty acts:
praise him according to his excellent greatness.

Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lobd.
Praise te the Lord.

Jehovah’s unspeakable favors to the anointed through the 
columns o f  The Watch Tower are true meat and drink indeed.

May our Father in heaven richly bless you in your labor of 
love, and continue to use you mightily to his glory.

With much love and best wishes, I  am
Tours in the service o f  our King Eternal,

8. H. T outjian .

FOR JEHOVAH AND AGAINST SATAN 
Dear Brethren in Christ:

The convention here in Denver, Colo., by unanimous vote 
adopted the following resolution:

Resolved: That we, the Denver ecclesia, together with
brethren fTom neighboring states (Texas, Wyoming, Nebraska 
and New Mexico), in convention assembled at Denver, March 
6-8, desire to express our appreciation to the Lord for the 
many blessings he has so graciously bestowed upon us in the 
past, and at this convention; also for the flashes o f  light from 
the temple, through The Watch Tower, that so marvelously 
illuminate our path and increase our faith and zeal to un­
qualifiedly stand for Jehovah and righteousness and against 
Satan and his corrupt organization.

We also desire to express our appreciation to our beloved 
Brother Rutherford for his fearless and uncompromising stand 
against the enemy and his cohorts, and for his courageous 
leadership o f the Lord’s little army upon earth, and do here­
by pledge to him our support, and promise, by the grace of 
God, to continue in the fight, holding up his hands until Sa­
tan and his organization have been destroyed root and branch, 
and our dear heavenly Father’s name has been fully and for­
ever vindicated and glorified upon the earth.

We also desire to thank Brother Macmillan and Brother 
Toutjian for their labors and cooperation so cheerfully given 
toward the success o f  this convention.

DESIRE TO GO FORTH 
D ear B rother R utherford,

And the dear ones used to send me that lovely g ift o f  those 
two beautiful books Light-. I  desired ere this to write my 
thanks and appreciation; but until I  would come into my 
room after work, and not being strong, I  was not able to 
write them.

How we do rejoice to know that all truth belongs to our 
loving Jehovah, sent to us through his blessed Son! And 
since he has come to his temple, what rich food he has placed 
upon the table he has prepared for us! I  praise him that he 
has used you to give us the food convenient.

When in our Tear Book, about April 17, 1929, in the com­
ments you pointed out to us that the joy that was set before 
our blessed Redeemer was to vindicate liis Father’s name, it 
surely thrilled me with joy  and a more earnest desire to go 
forth as a witness. I  also received so much joy  from the lesson 
in The Watch Tower on the visits o f  Jehovah, which showed 
me so much more o f his greatness and power, and the same 
o f our Lord Jesus, from the lessons on his presence.

But, oh, the joy when Light, Book One was received! And 
using the suggestion to read the Scriptures first, I  received 
rich blessings. While reading Chapter 4, Revelation, I  was 
able to see as never before how beautiful the great Jehovah 
was pictured. Then, while reading the explanation o f the 
same on pages 53-55, the only expression o f what I  then ex­
perienced was a reverential awe, filling my eyes with tears 
o f  joy  and thankfulness to Him from whom all blessings flow, 
that I  could read no more at that present time.

In rereading both books it was thrill upon thrill; and as 
mentioned in Book Two expression cannot be given in words. 
To me, Light books are truly wonderful.

It was a glad day when the time came to witness to the 
great Giver who is the Fountain o f life and light. We give 
him the praise for all these blessings.

I f  you will please pardon my taking a little more o f your 
busy time I  will relate one experience, after about four hours 
o f  testimony work and delivering books, when our blessed

Lord gave me some rich blessings. On the way to my room I 
needed to cross a small bridge. Two young men were sitting 
on the railing. Seeing an opportunity I  approached them. 
When I  mentioned books on Revelation, the one repeated 
“ Revelation” , and both reached for the books. In a little 
while one said, “ Let us ask father.”  While they were out of 
sight I  waited patiently. Wish you could have seen them 
running as they came back to me with the money, and the 
joy  on their faces as they reached for the books. On account 
o f  their youth it gave me such great joy  to see them interested 
in the precious Word o f God. That he will continue to bless 
you as you seek to honor his name is my prayer, as well as 
for all his faithful ones.

Rejoicing in my precious privileges o f service,
Mrs. R. 8. Snook, Colporteur.

“A GLORIOUS PRIVILEGE”
My  dear B rother R utherford:

After reading Light, I  thought I  must let you know how 
much I  have appreciated same; and I  thank Jehovah for the 
wonderful explanation o f Revelation that he has given to the 
remnant at this time. It is a clear indication that the great 
battle o f Armageddon is rapidly approaching, as we see the 
prophecies which have been fulfilled, particularly since 1914, 
and others in course o f  fulfilment.

It is grand to see that many o f  those prophecies are being 
fulfilled by the faithful remnant. I  count it a glorious priv­
ilege to have a share in this stupendous work. Some o f the 
chapters seem to stand out very prominently, especially chapters 
8, 9, 11, 13, 20 and 21.

It is thrilling to look forward to the return o f  the faithful 
prophets before the last members o f  the remnant pass beyond. 
Surely the Lord guided you to having the house built in San 
Diego in preparation for their return. May he continue to 
bless you abundantly as you press the battle to the gate.

For your encouragement I  would like to tell you that the 
brethren over here are deeply appreciating Light and the op­
portunity o f  placing it in the hands o f the people. Many o f 
the classes have already commenced to use it as a class study. 
With much love,

Your brother and colaborer in Zion,
A lfred G. B orland, England.

SEE THE LORD DIRECTING

Dear B rother R utherford:
We wish to try to express our thanks and appreciation for 

the new book Light, which we have just finished reading. It is 
impossible to find words to describe our feelings as we look 
into these things that have been hidden for so long, and that 
so many have desired to look into. This is surely the greatest 
uncovering the Lord’s people have ever had; and how all who 
have had any part whatever in the fulfilment thereof must 
surely be rejoicing to see clearly how the Lord is directing the 
truth!

We came in too late to have any part in those seven wonder­
ful conventions o f the Lord’s people mentioned. However, we 
are happy that we are privileged to spend our entire time in 
his service now, and joyfully to hold forth this light to the 
people.

We also want to express our appreciation o f  the splendid 
cooperation o f the colporteur department and the helpful sug­
gestions in the Bulletins and letters; and we are endeavoring 
to obey all instructions.

We surely do appreciate the wonderful flashes o f  lightning 
the Lord is giving through the columns o f The Watch Tower, 
each making the way clearer; and your faithfulness in firmly 
and fearlessly presenting the truth is o f the greatest encourage­
ment to us all.

May the Lord continue to use and bless you and all who 
labor with you, and continue to enlighten your mind on his 
Word, and that all who so desire may walk in his light.

We are joyfully with you in his service.
&to. and Sr. E lwell and M yrtle T ennyson , Colporteurs.
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Trov, N. Y.................. ” 23. 29
Meehanicville, N. Y. .. ”  30. 31 
Glens Falls, N. Y. __Sept 1, 2

Elwood, Ind..........___ Aug. 4, 5
Muncie, Incl......... 7,8
Anderson, Ird. .. 9,10
Richmond, Ind ** 11.12
New rustle, Ind. II 14,15
Indianapolis, Ind. 16-20

London, Ind. _______Aug. 22
Madison, Ind................. ”  23, 2-1
Salem, Ind.................... "  25
Norman, Ind................. ” 2!3
Bedford, Ind................. ” 23 ,2)
Brazil, Ind. ________Sept. 13,14

Columbia, S. C. 
New Brookland, 
Augusta, Ga. ..
Clyo, Ga............
Statesboro, Ga. 
Savannah, Ga.

A. KOERBER
W. J. THORN

........Aug. 7
S. C. ”  8

Taylor Creek, Ga. ...-Aug. 
Waycross, Ga............... ”

15
16 Piilindelphia, Pa. —Ang. 16 22 

......” 23. 24
Pottstown, Pa.

......... ” 29..........”  9.10 Fitzgerald, Ga..............” 17 Norn ton n. Pa. . Boyertowu, Pa.
_____ ”  11 Eastman, Ga................*' 18 Lnnsdale, Pa......... 25 Lancaster, Pa, . ..........”  30, 31i* 1 2 Marshallville, Ga.........” 19 Linfleld, Pa. ___ 26 York, Pa...............— Sept 1 ,2
_____ ”  13,14 Atlanta, Go. _______” 20-23

LOUIS LARSON S. H. TOUTJIAN

Parkersburg, W. Va. Aug. 4
Baltimore, Md...............”  6
Norfolk, Va. —._____ ’’ 7-20

Danville, Va. __ .......Aug. 25, 26
Asheville, N. C............ ” 2S-31
Chattanooga, Tenn. Sept 1, 2

Muskegon, Mich. —Aug. 4
Milwaukee, Wis........... ” 6 ,7
W halan, M inn................. ”  22
Racine, Minn. ______ ”  23, 24

Rochester, Minn. ___ Aug. 25
Farmington, Minn........”  20
St. Paul, Minn.............  ”  28,20
Min'poUs, Minn. Aug. 30-Sept. 2

A. H. MACMILLAN
Lewlstown. Pa. ...—__ Aug. 14-16 Worcester, Mass. ___  "  25, 26
Philadelphia. P a .____ ”  18,19 Hallowell, Me _____  ”  28-30 Toledo, Ohio ..
Greenfield, M ass.___"  21-23 Manchester, N. H. — Sept. 1, 2 Detroit, Mich.

Chicago, 111. .

J. C. WATT
..Aug. 4, 5 Omaha, Nebr................Aug. 26
___ ’’ 6 ,7  North Platte. Nebr. — ”  28
_  ”  23, 24 Denver, Colo. ..__ —  ”  29, 30

G. Y. M’CORMICK
Washington, D. C. ..Aug. 18,19
Clarksburg, W. Va....... "  21,22
Fairmont, W. Va...........'* 23
Morgantown, W. Va. "  24
Grafton, W. Va. _____'• 25

Lost Creek, W. V a .__Aug. 20
Avon, W. Va..................................” 28
N. Martinsville. W. Va. "  29
Wheeling. W. Va. .......”  30,31
XorkvlUe, Ohio — Sept 1

GEORGE
Bridgeport, Conn. _..Aug. 14-17
Pittsfield, Mass. ____ ”  18,19
Greenfield, M a s s .___"  21-24

YOUNG
Manchester, N. H, ..Aug. 25, 26
Hnllowell, Me............ ”  28-31
Portland, Me.'  ____ Sept 1, 2


